Outline of an Experimentation
for the Creation of arns Ideal Rural School,.

Believing that something tangibly worthwhile can result from concen-
trated efforts along a definite line of experimentationjsomething that,if
successful at Foreman School ,will prove that results can be obtained #m
other schools of the parish through the conscientious efforts and cooper=
ation of trained,energetic teachers,pmedrons,and the parish school board;
something that, if successful at Foreman may prove the means of securing
fuller cooperation from White neighbors and other locel agencies; I sub-
mit this pRdn for your approvalyand I do earnestly solicit your coopera-
tion in this honest attempt to provide for certain definite lacks in rural
education for the Negro children and adults of East Baton Rouge Parish,be-
ginning with an experimentation at Foreman Rosenwald School,

The present superintendent has been elected permanently only since the
beginmning of this school session,but he has exhibited an unusually favorable
attitude toward Negro education in the parish. His interest in the Negro
schools of the parish encourages the projection of this proposed experimen=-
tation,

The major objective of the five year program of supervision of rural
schools submitted to the State agent by the Jeanes supervisor of the par-
ish is the creation of an ideal rural schoo},using Foreman for the experi=-
ment, At this time,when the other schools of the parish with one or two ex-
ceptions are closing, the Jeanes worker can devote a larger portion of her
time to conducting and working with the experiment,

I.Proposed Projects:

A.Extension of school term.

B.Organizations for Commmnity Betterment.

CeProvision for evening classes,

DeImprovement of héalthcand hygienic conditions,involving training

in safety habitse

" EoImprovemeny of classroom instruction.

FeSupplying general and specific needs of Foreman School,

II.Proposed Period of Experimentation:
Ae Three months, March 15 to June 4,1937,

III.Proposed Finance:
Three hundred ($300,00) dollars;$l50 from the school board and $150
from the Rosenwald Fund,representing {{50 monthly from each source to
pay the workers and promote school and commnity financial projectss.

IV, Why the Proposed Projects?: T - A
A.Extension of school term- | i 4 |
Public schools in the rural districts of tqgggarish will close
March 12,1937,denoting the cessation of clagsroom activities from

Merch to September ( a six months' lapse off ' |

fgime)y 1)
l.,Pupils cannot make desired progress in sehools of such short ,
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terms ,and for this reason most of our best material is lost through
leaving school after having been discouraged over the age at which they
find themselves still trying to complete 5th er 6th grade.

2+ Parents and teachers cannot successfully carry out plans and
perejects in such short periods of time when there are so many
other things to be done,

3¢ Teachers with high degree of training and initiative are not _
easily available because of short terms and low salaries.

4, Bven superior teachers cannot render their best service when ¥
they are constantly faced with the question "After this six
monthe~-WHAT?"

Be Orgenizations for Economic Security-
Commnity people are still suffering from the effects of the de-
pression. Thelir general morale is just about broken down. They
cannot muster school and comminity pride when they face the con-
ditions that tenant farmers,part-time day lasborers,and WP A em-
ployees are compelled to face during times like these. The rural 7
ggrsons who before the war were well-to-do or prosperous farmers
e scarcely average livers now,and those who were average are re-
duced to the "scarcely able to make ends meet" class.Teachers are
daily brought face to face with the children of these two classes
as well as with the children of those who had practically nothing
before the depression came,

Interested teachers and special workers want to do something
gbout this situation. Some lack initiative,courage,and energy that
it will take to produce and follow-up a line of procedure necessary
to obtain results. We are willing to work hapd during these three
months in order to see what concentrated,cooperative,and concerted
efforts will produce,

The organization of a Commnity Security League would be per-
haps the first step toward meeting this neede The purpose of this "
type of organization would be to encourage them to put forth ef-
forts to help themselves,especially since so many cannot qualify
technically to obtain WPA jobs or aid from parish relief departmente
Intelligent advice as to how to secure recognition from the Social
Security groups;and other organizatlons would be given, Through this
League a plan could be worked out where a small amount of money would
be made available for deserving persons to be furnished seeds for
home or truck gardens,or for poultry,potato,or swine projects,etc.,
with the understanding that-first,a part of whatever is produced
will be given to the school for use in home-making and other depart-
ments to be used for hot lunches,canning for home use,etc.;second
those who are helped in the manner mentioned will divide seed and
other products with members of the organization for the purpose of
giving them a start along the line that they are interested in.

The vocational worker and the boys wouldike responsible for
the follow-up work,and would solieit aid from agricultural agencies
within the parish. y ' , 4

Other organizations that now exist in tgﬁ | Vi
CFAIA,and HMIA, To insure school interest the membership of the
Security League would be limited to those whﬂbﬂake'an active part
in these three organizations, Out of these trasuries persons who

would render services for the sch?ol :eﬁuiring.payfwould be r?munf
AR | L, e <2 U |
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‘erated on the condition that 5% of the amount would be given to the
school and 5% to the church or sbme® charitable cause.(Checked on).

535

CeEvening Classes~-
Adults are interested in leerning to read,write, and figure,Some
can do a little of each,but wish to do better;some wish to pursue
even other literary subjects, In commnities where there are night
schools the people seem to cooperate better for school welfare., It
is another means of showing the teachers! interest in the patrons
and "bridges a gap" that is more productively tangible than that of
the PoTeAe,because it grows out of appreciation of efforts expended
for their personal improvement.

In addition to teaching the subjects mentioned above,other things

could be included,such as lessons in child care,health,home making,
singing,dramatics,and recreation (physical exercises),etc.

D¢ Health and Safety-
Community patrons,pupils,and teachers cannot make their best contribu-
tlions when home,school and commnity conditions are unhealthful ,un=-
hyglenlc,and uncomfortable,The idea of meking home and community ¥
healthful and safe must originate at the schoole

Recreational activities,which play a great part in the main-

tenance of good health in any group,could be provided for under this
particular projects

E, Classroom Instruction=-

A three month8' activity unit involving the entire school,integrat-
ing subject matter and providing activities on the basis of the vary®
ing pupil levels 1s being worked out in detail, If more of this type
of teaching was done instead of working solely toward preparation for
higher grades (that would come incidentally) the children who do leave
school before completing the designated amount of work according to
the course of study would be,at least,prepared for fuller life partici=-
pationo

The teaching during the experimental period would rotate among
the two classroemfgf teachers and the Jeanes worker,

Fo General Needs of Foreman School-
There are some outstanding needs which might be supplied,at least,
partially,during this period,

After the community people have been made to feel that the
workers are Iinterested in their welfare,it is easy to believe theat
they will work hard to cooperate in raising money to help supply
the major and minor needs of the schoole

Among the major needs are:

l., Completion of boys' workroome

2¢ Beautifying and improvement of principalls living quarters,

3¢ Steps toward providihg a permanent teacherage,

4o Painting and beautifying society hall as an asset to school
propertys. _ - /N . 4

'Selling" the idea of longer terms,transportation,better

salaries to the parish school bdard;ﬁﬁﬁ T , i

i, »
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Ve Propeded Activities for Realization of Proposed Projects:

( Unit lesson plan and over-view give detailed activities of
teachers and pupils.) This 1s being worked out in detail and
will be submitted after plan has been accepted,

VI. Expected Outcomes:

A, Immediate~ A better community and school in regards to econom=
ic securlityjhealth and safetyjclassroom activities and results;
school interestjand general attitudes,

B, Ultimate-Better schools and communities throughout the parish,
based on the peculiar needs of each community as a2 result of
criteria projected through this experimentation at Foreman Schools

Final statement: A statement of the idea of an ideal school is en-
closeds This is the statement submitted to the
State and assistant agent as 4f®major objective
for this session,or rather beginning this session
to extend over a period of five years,

This whole idea 1s based on the Philosophy that
nothing very tanglible can be done toward securing
school interest on parts of patrons until something
is done to relieve theilr present distresses. If
their morale is built up to the "working to the
extent of their limit" point,then it is our belief
that we will be in position to warrant## more con-
sideration from the school board,At the same time
we continue to solicit the aid of the school board
in providilg the major needs,because we know the
actual financial condition of the Negro patrons of
the parishe
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fugust 20, 1834

Dear Isaish: Hrs. Simon and I were very sorry that we did not
get a chance to see you when we were in Baton

Rouge. We were not sure thsat we were going to be able to stop at

Foreman, and for this reason did not let you know ahead of time.

The school grounds locked very nice. I did think
that the hedgerows needed weeding, but was told by some of the other
children that they had been weeded a short time before, so I suppose
it was becsuse weeds grow so fast that they locked as though nothing
much had been done. I hope Mr. Dixon has besn able to get the side
yard plowed and harrowed so that we can count on some grsss by this
fall.

At the time Wrs. Simon and I were at the school
this summer I noticed that there were none of the library books
around, although they may have been in a lerge box of books in the
tool room. This, it seems to me, is a very poor way to keep them,
and now that the school is painted, I believe it would be a good
idea to fix up a table or shelf for them so that they will not be
kicked around. We are busy arranging a new library and maybe we
can get one for Foreman.

If the flower bede do not do very well, you might
smooth them out leval with the grass and let grass grow in them so that
we can go over them with the lawn mower. You decide for yourself
the best thing to do.

Mrs. Simon and I expect to be at Foreman for a
few !aeks a8 little while after school begins this fall.

So far you have done a very good job. Keep it up.
Very truly yours,

JFS:MLU

lMir. Isaieh Harris

Care of Mrs. Addie Lawson
R. F. D. 3

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

G 2 1934
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\;'_‘:/ Jenuary 16, 1925

Dear HMrs. Givens: Ye are very glad that you liked the
library and We hope that it will

prove valuable to you. OF the three hundred sets which we
ordered only a few are left. This means of course that

we will have to get together another library for next year,
I wonder if you ell would help us in the selection of
the books by keeping track of the ones which seem to be

most popular snd vhat ones seem to have beem a mistake in
the present librexy? It will be a great help to us if
you will be good enough to do this. We are exceesdingly
anxious to get books which the childrem themselves find

interesting and valuable.

Very trily yours,

HSs LY

© Mrs. I. R, Givens

585 South 13th Street NARGARET S. SwmoN
Baton Rouge, Louisiana



January 22, 1935

Dear Mrs. Givens: We have been thinking about your
visit to Ked Osk School outzide

of Atlanty where Mrs. Cannon and Mrs. Duncan gre working.

A teachersgé 15 in the process of being built for them

s0 that they cen live right mesr the school. This will

be finished im not so lomg a time, and we think it would

be a good idea to have you postpons your visit until

them. Hon't you think that will be best? We will let

you knmow how things go and when we think the trip cam

be most advantageously made.

Very truly yours,

HS*LJ

e S, SINON
m. Idﬂ '. . Giw T'(\JF‘. ;"‘.:‘ ARCE
585 13th Street
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December 26, 1934

Dear Mrs. Givenss I am sorry for the delay in answering
your letter. The Christmas holideys and
returning late to Chicago are my two excuses.

We should like very much to have your
daughter write us in considerable detail as to shat her
plan is, although I cannot by any means promise you that we will
be able to help out. Whetever the decision may be, I am sure
it will be guite impossible for us to make arrangements in
time for her to begin the projeet in the middle of January. We
and Mr. Babree will be ott of the office almost continuously
for the mext month. In addition to that, it seems a mistake to

your daughter had better plan on continuing at Grambling for
the rest of this school year and give us a chance to go over
her plam both as she presents it in writing and in discussion
with her and you when next we are in Baton Rouge. I am sure
you will see the desirability of taking a little tine.

, It was good to hear fvom you snd to
hear that our school is going nicely. We will be in Baton Rouge
sometime, but at thewmoment I haven't the faintest idea when.
We will be sure to let you know ahead of time.

Very truly yours,

Mrs. I. N. Givens M
585 South 13th Street ARGARET 5 Siney
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
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Desar Mrs, Givens: I am so sorry that I have lel time go by

wihtout writing you. We have been in the
fislds for the lust two momths, sud whether from lasiness or a
Justifiable reason, I find it almost impossible to write letters
on these trips of ours,

Ve wanlbed s0 much Lo get Lo Foreman on
this trip, ut twist =nd twm as we would, we jusi simply could
not meke it.

fibat on earth is the salier with the
salayy payments? Why have they been cub 80 dreadfully? I aever
heard anything like it in my life. Are all thie toachers in
East Baton Rouge Parish getiing partial clhiecks, or is it just
the Negro group, or whail?

e have not yet received applicalion Trom
your daughter. We will not be able to aet favoralbly oa it
this year sinee our fellowship unds are exhausted. I am Lruly
sorry about this, but I really feel that your offspring ls
rather uncertain as to just what she wants to does OF couxse
I have not yet seen her application, aad it may be mueh bEtter
formulated than ner letters have bees. I do believe, though,

- that she ought Lo give a good deal more construcilve t.hou@t o

her plens, and be & little surer as tw just ezxuctly whai she
wants to do. Our fellewship funds are so small that it takes

ﬁh‘m very good persom,with a thoroughly formmluted plan, to get one.

I am so sorry you have beem ill, «nd I
hope you are really back om your feet againm. Don't overdo it
at first, because we caa't spare you from the active rauks,

Very truly yours,

Hrs. I. §. Givens P\
585 South 13th Street S A
Baton Rouge, Louisiana e ieate SO

BN

)



398 Ko. /3,&, Xm
W\lw»sb













DY
gIMO™ STV :
/)r\, y .4
ﬂ/ June 7, 1955
Dear Mrs. Givens: I am sorry for the delay in answering

your letter. I was waiting to see
if we would not get your daughter's application blank. It has
not come in yet. It must either have been lost in the nail
or else she is waiting for her credits. I feel pretty
sure in any case that we will not be able to give her a fel-
lowship. We have very little money for next year, most
of which is already committed, and as I told you before, the
people to whom we grant scholarships are advanced graduate
students with very definite plans for their work shieh they
need to finance. I should think that Miss Givens has not
clearly emough in mind what she wents to do and that she is
not advanced enough in her studies. However, whem her appli-
cation comes in, it will be considered of course.

As far as your visit to Ceorgla is
concerned, your guess is as good as mine. One of the teachers
who was there last year, HMrs., Camnom, is guite ill and I am
not sure that she will go back at all next year, tut if
the project continues, we will make arrangsmsemts for you to
visit Red Qak. I know they will be glad to have you.

I hope very much that we will get dowm
to Baton Rouge sometime soon, but it doesn't look much like
it now. Give our love to all our friends and tell them
we thiok of them oftem and that we niss them.

Very truly yours,
MSsLY

Mrs, I. ¥, Givens M aRCART
585 South 13th Street e
Baton Houge, Louisiana

P
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SIMON STUDY
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Iy 22, 1935

Dear Mrs. Givenmss Thank you so mach for your nice note
which I found on my returm from our vaca-
tiom.

We had a letter from one of the com-
munity members, from which I gathared thuat the Foreman
situation reached 2 slightly high point at the time of the
resl fight. I think you were very wise to make a complete
ghift snd start all over sgain. I gather that Mr. White was
vary populsr in the community except for the Johmson ob-
jemtion. It's too bad that it couldn't have worked out,
but I am sure that you were exsctly right in making the change.
And of course it may be that the letter we had was slighily
more complimentary to Mr. White than was actually the
case. Ag say rate I would back your judgment, and I sm sure
that you have dome the very best thing,

I bape wo will get dowm in the pgenersl
direction of Foremam sometime early in the fall, but at
the momemt I cen't tell anyihing definite about it.

We are 8bill keeping in the back of
our heads your trip to Georgis pext year. I do think it is
& good idea and we are going to try to arrange it.

Very truly yours,

Erse L. So Givens
585 South 1%th Street MARQARET S. Stmom
Baton Rougey, Loulisiama

JOL 2 4 193 | A



Baton Rouge'nai

July 28,..38
Dear Friand,
This letter ecomes to let You know how every thing is gZett=
ing along, LZvery thing is fine with a plenty of grass gro=
wing,

I am at sehool to day working and thought i would de
rop a few lines to yoeu all after not hearing from yeu but
cnce senc you left by 'rs Givens told me that you would b=
e down here bhefore long, But 1 havent seen her in a feow we
eeks But would like to see her,

Tell me how are you all getting slong fine i hope
in borth health and im mine as i am today.

There are threo of us worlkiug now ot the sehool and
st11l 1 am worting, Mow 1 weuld like to have a grass sutter
te eut grass around the tolzts and other places around the
and other plaees arocund the scecol,

Tell Mrs Simon to writec me a letter and tell me when
she 1s comming baek south, And will you pleas answer thila
letter,

tlie thres of us are working are Humpry, Babon and I
but 1 am alone to day,

Thavent seen Mr, White in 5 or g weeks he dent viset
out here maeh now,

Write to Baton Rouge 'a Isiah Harris, in % Addile La=
wson
Answer soon Eaiy ents

Isiah Harris,
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SIMON STUDY
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August 5, 193§

Dear Isiah: Thank you ever so much for your nice letter which

Hr, Simom has let me read. I am sure that he
will answer you, but I wanted to send you a note, too. We haven't
seen you for so long and haven't evea beem very good about
writing, but don't thinmk for a mimute that we have forgottem you.
We have thought about you & lot and wish that we might get dowm
to Baton Rouge to see you and all of our other {riends.

I wonder 1f you could tell me how I cam write to
Hrs. Scott? When we were last at Foremam you remember that I
was knitting and she was very amuch interested and wanted a round
koitting needle. I have ome for her, but I havem't her address.
Please don't go to too much trouble, but I am sure that you
know the address off hand.

Fe're all very proud of you for coantinuing to
work at Foreman. I know it looks lovely. Tell Humphrey and Babin
that we think they're grand too to work at the school.

I hope you like your new teachers next year, Do
you know their names yet? We will surely get down to Foremen
not long after school starts in the fall, snd we will let you
know before hand so that we will be sure to see you in cuse you
are not ia school any more.

Give our love to everybody, including yourself,
and be sure to give our special graoungstemmlehnm.

MaAreaPrT™ S Swinn
M3:LS

Mr. Isieh Harris
¢fo Addie Lawson
Baton Bouge, Louisisna

5 >



nE

Dear Isish: In this envelope with my letter you will find a

letter written to you by Mrs. Simon just four
months ago today. She has asked me several times whether or not
I mailed it because she couldn't understand why you had not
answered. Today when I moved my desk out from the wall, I found
it stuck between the wall and the desk.

Both Hrs. Simon and I have been wondering how you
are and what you are doing. Have you finiched with school or are
you going back again this year? It has been so long since we
heard from anyone at Foreman that we have no idea how the school
is going, how well it is being kept up, or how the community likes
the new teachers. Maybe you can find time to write us and tell
us these things.

We hope to he able to get back to Foreman sometime
this year, All of you were so good to us when we were there that
we hate to let too much time pass before returning. I hope that
everything is going well with you and that this letter will find
you at home.

Mrs, Simon and I send our love and hope you will be
in the community all winter so that we can see you whenever we

come down.
Sincerely,
e}
0\9{3
o kg James F. SivMon
Mr. Isiash Harris
c/o Addie Lawson
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
= FIRIN = il , E :
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585 Seuth 13th Street

Baten Reuge,la.
January,21.1936l

PRAYAR LY . U 8
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¥rs.¥.S.Simon W Gt
4901 Ellis Avenue S

Chieagey,Xllinois

L
A

Dear ¥rs, Simen:

Despite the faet that I had twe important requests to make of you,
I have refrained from doing so until I eould truthfully say that we
are beginning te realize signs of an awakening of ecommunity spirit and
interest in our Foreman greup.Perhaps this is an unfaverable refleetion

upon my aetivities,but it is a faet that the ehange is Just eeming,

Under separate eover(being sent about Saturday) is a report of some
of the aetivities being earried out aceording to seleeted objeetives,
At least three other sechool communities have begun enthusiastie Pregrams
of beautifieation and imprevement having been inspired by some of the
things done at Fereman,

I addressed this letter "Personal" because it has te do with rather
personal problems eoneerning myself,

I am presenting the most unusual one first: Is there any possibility
of procuring an amount of $900 as a sert eof seholarship loan from the
Rosenwald fund instead of a straight scholarshins?

I am in need of said amount;$500 of which would go to "pool" and
pay some scattered obligations in erder to eliminate extortionate inter-
est rates,the other $400 is needed to "earry through" an edueative
musie venture which will go to assist some deserving unemployed folk
and serve as a supplement to my salary after the first five or six months,

I need the full amount by February 15.1 ean arrange with my superine
tendent to accept an order against my salary cheeks for stipulated amounts
(around $37,50 plus reasonable interest rates)payable monthly for a period
of two years from June 1,1936(interest from Feb.to June to be figured in)
with an additional lien against my share of my homestead as seeurity if
neeessary.

Since the bank holidy here three years ago,the banks are not making
such large individual loans and the loan compani¥es "eat one up" with
interest=that is why I am writing you.

Yes,I know it is an unusual request,but I believe if there is any-
thing that you ecan do you will do,If it ean be done ,I will be plaeced in
position te do some speeial work that I am interested in along the lines
of vocational guidance in the small rural schools.That is what I am
especially inferested in now.



I ean explain my proposed venture to you if you so desire,
Honestly,I am not trying to make a WP A or any.such "set-up" out of

the fund,but I believe you are interested enough in me and'have faith
enough in my ambitions to help if you ecan,

My next request is that you will please not forget the trip to the
school near Atlanta that I am desirous of making in the early spring.

Please let me have your answer and adviee for formal steps at your very -
earliest convenience,

I trust that this new year finds you and ¥r,Simon well and happy.
When shall we look forward to seeing you?

Yours sineerely,
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January 28, 1936

STUDY

Dear lrs. Givens: I am awfully sorry that I must write you a dis-

appointing letter. The Fund has a definite
policy of refusing all loans, no matter how good the security. I am
sure you will realize the necessity of this, You have no idea how
many letters we get every day making requests similar to yours. Ve
make our scholarship grants outright but in all cases they are for stu-
dents taking advanced work and having some connection with institutions
in which wé are working in other ways.

Because of our belief in you and our friendship
with you I wish it were possible for us to give you this help. However,
one of the things we learn first is that no matter how important the
personal considerations are, people connected with & foundation have to
consider everything in the light of that foundation's prograa of
activities.

As far as a visit to Red Oaks is concerned, I
spoke to Hir, Lewla the first of this month when we were together in HNew
Orleans, You might see him and find out what he feels would be the
best time for you to go. Whatever arrangements you and he make will be
satisfactory with us., Mrs. Duncan and Mrs, Cannon are ready for you any
m’.

I think we will be down in New Orleans around
the middle of February - at least some time during that month we expect
to make & visit to you and Foreman. We will let you know & litile bit
later just exactly what the dates are 80 we will be sure to see you,

- Very truly yours,

¥rs. Ida Nance Givens
585 South Thirteenth Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
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February 19,1936

¥rs. M.S, Simon
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicagos, Illinois

Dear ¥rs, Simon:

Vir, Tewis and I decided in a recent
conference that it would perhaps be ne-
cessary to know the closing date of Red
Oak School before giving you a final de-
cision as to the date I would like to
observe, The most convenient time for me
will be the third week of April. You may
congider this final if school will be in
session, If not, please let me know the
closing date and you will hear from me
as soon as I can arrange to be away at a
time that falls within the school term,

With very best wishes,

S e,
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Baton Rouge,Louisiang /
February 21,1936 {

Mrs.M,S.Simon f)?‘m YL _J
4901 Ellis Avenue
ChicagosIllinois

Yy dear Mrs.Simons

Inclosed is a set of the general objectives selected
for our school this session., We thought you would be inter=
ested in knowing something of the nature of our undertakings,

Through the pupils and Mrs.Givens we have heard so many
interestingly good things about you and Mr.Simon that we are
anxious to meet you both.

We realize that ten objectives for one session is cuite
a big challenge for a new faculty for there are so many
things to be done,Although we are not inclosing our stated
means of obtaining our objects we have them planned and we
trust that you will be able to see some results of same when
you come.

The inclement weather has had its ill effects on our
program,but we are encouraged to continue our efforts and we
are optimistic about the outcome, -

We are looking forward eagerly to yours and Mr.Simon's
visit in the near future,

The children join us in wishes for your health and happiness,

Vocational Teacher and Aeting Principal.

g3
R & |



General Objectives for Foreman Rosenwald School
Session 1935-36,

I.,To create a desire among patrons and pupile to improve the physical
plant and use it as a community center? and to encourage a type of
school interest that will merit aid from non~patrons and school officials

II,iTo select and motivate school activities that are conducive to better
home life and that are pointed toward fitting pupils for more wholeséme
adult life,

II1,To improve the health and hyglenic conditions of school ehildren,

IV,To encourage finer traits of character among pupils,

V.To teach in such way as to improve the type of learning,to provide for
independent thinking,to encourage better study habits,and to insure
readyjsaccurate response,

VI.To encourage menmbership and participation in community welfare and
school organizations.

VII,To utilize local resources to enrich the curriculum,
VIII,To encourage native abilities and aptétudes in pupils.
IX,To provide more wholesome reereational and social programs,

X.To teach more about achievements of Negroes.
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Mrs Ji.3.34n0n sV
4901 Ellis Avenue -f‘

Chicago,lllinois

Dear Mrs. simon:

1 was very plessed to have your message Wednesday from Mr.A.C.
quia.ﬂe suggested that 1 should write you for the mailing address
g? lrs .Cannon.Please give me her initials also in order that I may
acquaint her with wy exact cate of arrival,

Ly sister,Mrs.Ji.N.Ringgold, is interested in making the trip

- BT
J

;lso and she feels that her superintendent would give her some
assistance on the trip if she could have a letter from you saying
you: thimk that she should try to wmake it. We shall.greatly appre-
ciate your doing this if you will.

The faculty at roreman is wondering whether or not ihey will

<20

Qear from or see you before the summer. They are a bit discouraged

just now because the community people find themselves unable to

do any thing towsrds extending the school term and,as you would

Imagine,that seriously affects promotion in the school. And they

have reslly worked hard.
They wonder if you would write your reaction to theéétidences

of their efforts which vou saw on your visit here if said reaction

13 favorable and send to Supt.C.B.Turner hogather with a reqguest for

his cooperation in providing for a longer:tern,ai& on some means of
||I|

transportetion ( the bus that they have pnnvxaed for years has just

about done its last s&viced



They will hardly be able to do all of the things needed to be
done without some aid from the school board or some source of sure
ffnance. Mr ., Turner is very approachable and I believe that one re-
quest from you will hekp us greatly.

We realize that you,lr.Simon and the fund have done so much

b
for us and we do want you to know how much we appreciate everything.

I am inclosing one of our programs fo;.Field Dey.We are also
in the midst of plsns and projects for making our observance of Health
Week worthwhile .Next Wednesday(April 1) is Cliniec day for our school
children.

I shall be anxiously awaiting your reply in order to contact
lirg.Cannon and Mrs.buncan (which is principsl?).l hope to leave

here on the 1Yth or 20th of April.

Beat wishes to you and kr.Simon for health and happiness.

blncerely yo?g
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April 8, 1326

Dear Mrs. Givens: Mrs. Camon's initials are E.P.,
and her address is Box 15, Spelman

Gollege, Atlanta, Georgia.

I think it would be & mistake for
¥rs, Ringgold to go with you. As a matter of fact it
would be impossible, as the little Teacherage would be
filled to cepacity with you, Mrs. Camnon, and Mrs. Duncan.
You will be able to tell her so much sbout the work that
ghe will probably get & lot out of your vialt,

The other request I ax also afraid
I must refuse. 1 should be delighted of courge to write
to Foreman sad tell them what an excellent job they are
doing. I stould have done it long ago. But I think it
is really up to the community asnd up to dr. Turnar to
make arrangsments as to the length of term and the aid
on Lraasporbtation. A letler from us to Hr. Turner would
seem like "undue influence® and I do uot bellieve the
Fund can undertake the exertion of that kind of pressure.

I am sure you will understand, aand

I am sure you will forgive me for having sent you so
seny "no's" recently.

Very truly yours,

M8 AN

Mrs. I.M.Givens
5856 S. 13th Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Wl
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RECEIVED AT ‘P t Z T l - b This is a full rate Telegram, Cablegram or
ostal lJeteqgrap el
THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM ' DL T} AV LETTER
NL NIGHT LETTER
NM NIGHT MESSAGE
LCcoO DEFERRED CABLE

DEL PRADO HOTEL

Commercial

05 oG NLT | NIGHT CABLE LETTER
STANDARD TIME . -
INDICATED ON THIS MESSAGE \

RADIOGRAM

| 936'APR 6' PM 4 @5
P192 50 DL=F ATLANTA GA 234P APR 6 1936_ /

4 7l gyl
MISS MARION GETTY, JULIUS ROSENWALD FU[G =) (\\ Rg
4901 ELLIS AVE= ;ﬂ”; (AR R
|1 IsimON 5“ '_

SEND ﬁas N GIVENg\CALL OF A C LEWIS STATE DEPT OF EDUCATION .
BATONROUGE TRAVEL ADVANCE OF SEVENTY FIVE DOLLARS AND EXPENSE

BOOK STOP SEND USUAL NOTE TELLING HER TO KEEP RECORD OF EXPENSES
AND EITHER REFUND BALANCE OF ADVANCE OR WE SHALL REIMBURSE HER
FOR ADDITIONAL EXPENSE GREETINGS=

DOROTHY A ELRIDGE. =
1 APR 14 1936

Telephone Your Telegrams to Tostal %legmpb
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April €, 1986

My dear Mrs. Givens: I em enclosing our check
for £75.00 as an advance
for travel. Please keep acccuat of your expenditures
in the atiachsd exponse book and refand the balance
you have on hand at the end of your trip to us, or,
if you have spent more than the advance we will issue

you a check to cover.

Very truly yours,
oG 4 .
snel. 777 y f
b‘o vz. !. Gi?en; f‘r’
e’o &1: C. Lewis

State Department of Education
Baton Rouge, “ouisiana

G
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FORM 122

Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

To Payment Voucher No. 8699

@. I. s. ﬂ“@ Date ‘.Wil B. 1956

care L. Co Lewin ‘th:i j%;z\ E%B

§tete Departuent of Sducation

Ezton Rouge, Louigizna

» o N
ddvence for TPEVEL = = = = = o e e v r r c cw - e -——--- -£75.00
Ck. #8699
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Working Capital Control
Advance for Travel e $75.00
3
AR 14 9
Prepared by Checked by Posted by

MYG




Cornelius King, President J. 8. Jones, Editing-Secretary

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

LOUISIANA COLORED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION R S

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

April 9,1936 “TubY
VICE-PRESIDENTS S]M(}Rkaﬁr VE COUNCIL
E. B. Spriggins, 1st District P _ o CASOA
J. M. Augustine, 2nd District = __'” - M !M/,/) l Cornelius King
A. L. Simon, 3re District f WS l : J. E. Ringgold
J. S, Davis, 4th District e J. 8. Clark
M. Sterling, 5th District - (\;fofg‘:{l‘?.“gii i
Mrs. I. N. Givens, 6th District : e e Y6 b R
H. C. Ross, 7th District e i R. P. Player
Jack Strong, 8th District Charles P. Adams
‘.I J. L. Jounes
| L] ] ._l
¥rs.M,S.Simon ;##;;a
4901 Ellis Avenue 1 |
ChicagoysIllinois

Dear Mrs,Simon:

Thanks for the initials and address of Mrs,Cannon,I am writing
her to-day of my plans to leave here April 20,

I have also received the check and expense books,I did not
know whether I should maske acknowledgment of receipt of same to
you or to the person whose signature appeared on the letter.

I readily understand the information given relative to lMrs.
Ringgold's visit and also to the Foreman project,and I have such
confidence in your good judgment that instead of feeling that I
should forgive yousas you suggested, I feel that I should be
questioning my own wisdom in making so many requests,

My enthusiasm is running high over my prospective visit to
Red Oaks and I am sure that I shall get a lot out of it.

I will write again lateryperhaps I can better express my
gratitude for all pf your interest and kindness then,

Yours truly,

BN Honzna,

| AU

| !LJ;
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May 15, 1936

Dear Mrs. Givens: I am & 1ittle troubled by your re-
cent letter. Properly the Fund
should assume no obligations for any expenses except those
of direct travel to and from Red Osk and whatever living
and other expenses you incurred during your visit. I
think the state or parish should logically be responsible
for the expenses which were brought sbout by the necessity
of employing somweone to assist you. However we don't want
you to have to pay these sums out of your own pocket. Will
you talk it over with Mr. Lewis und ses what he says (I am
sending a copy of this letter to him.). If it is impossible
for you to get the money from state or parish sources, let
us know and include it in your regular expense account.
hs far as the extra day in New Urleans 1s concerned, the
Fund will be glad to pay for it.

Very t &

% l .
; 4 e MARGARET S. SIMON
N\
N\
&B - I - H & Gi a
585 South 13th .



jCLp\SS OF SERVICE DESIRE

DOMESTIC CABLE
TELEGRAM FULL RATE
DAY LETTER DEFERRED
NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT SHIP
ETTER | | RADIOGRAM
Pl.tl‘ms nlmuldcbeck class of service
will be

NEWCOM! CARLTON
OF THE

d; otherw
\ itted an a full-rate
communieation, f R. B. WHITE

WESTE RN =

1206-A°
CHECK

\

<

&LME FILED

2 P

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

Mrs. I. N. Givens
585 South 13th Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

PLEASE SEND AT ONCE EXPENSE ACCOURT FOR RED

AGAINST YOU SEVENRTY FIVE DOLLARS

"-J

ORE JUNE THIRTY WHEN OUR FISCAL

BE

Charge to

Juliug Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Drexel 7100

McK

20
N \}5¥%

.-1‘..1{ 'I i‘LI.f‘ W :

YEAR CLOE!

RIGHT LETTER

June 17, 1936

|

HAVE CHARGED

I'-n. MU T HL ACCOUR J..._,...! FOL IR FL.LL

o TH YOU VERY MUCH.

yope
1Alsh

Margaret S. Simon
Julius

Hosenwald Fund

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE|
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FORM 121 -

-

Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO

NRS

Q’MIH\' i UDY

Journal Voﬁcher N 1756

Date June 23, 1938

Explanation

Rural School Exploration
Apprropriation Paymentis
Working Capital Control
Advance for Travel
Mrs. I. N. Givens! Expense Aecount for her

trip to Red Oak School in Stockbridge,
Georgia, 4/20 through &5/1/36.

Advance for Travel = = = = ~ - $75.00
EXpPense = «- = = = = = = = = ~ = 37.082
Unexpended balance $87.98

|

i Debit : Credit
5 5 "’5 I @ 5 7 - 02 -
§37.028 |
|

$37.02

Checked By Posted By

Controller
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June 24, 1928

Dear Mrs. Givens: Mrs. Simon has referred to
me vour letter of June 20th
enclosing your expense sccount totalling £57.0%2.
We have credited this smount ageinst your ad-
vance of £75 lsaving & balance due the Fund of
$27.98, If =t all possible, we should like
very much te have this amount refunded before
the 30th of June. If it is not taken care of
by that date we ghall have to carry it on our

annusl finaneilal report as an advance to you.

Very truly yours,
DE: AM Dorothy A. Eivipge
Mrs. I. N, Givaas

585 South 13th Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana



¥Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge

Chicago,Illinois

Dear Miss Elvidge:s

585 S.13th Street

Baton Rougeslas

7/13/36

7

NRS.
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SiMON STUDY
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On June 22 my aunt,Mrs,I.N.Givens,was called to the bedside of

a very sick sister of mine,She left with me a 1list of persons to whom

I wae ' to make payments when her check was given me on June 30,your name

was on that list.

While waiting on the check the letter came from

you.i had been in-

structed to open all mail which might be important,so I found that

you said that unless the amount was refunded before June 30 it

would have to be carried as an advance to her,

I was confused as to

whether I should send it any wayj,and as I was hopeful that she

would return,at least,by July 5 I decided to wait for her suggestion,

Instead of improving my sister became so ill that for a iew

i
days everything went out of my mind except the thought of minstering

to her needs,as we (all) had to go to her, Upon my return yesterday

I realized that I had failed to even mention it to my aunt,so I am

asking that you will pleaseadvise me immediately as to whether I am

to send this amount of $37,98 to you,or whether it is to be kept by

her as the advance you mentioned until time for your next annual report.

I trust that this will explain satisfactorily my delay in

contacting you,for if it does not my aunt will be very disappointed and

Yours truly,

perhaps angry with me for not acquain
but this serious illnes and the state

AL
%, I shall appreciate an immediate rénly. _ﬁUH
d r~
Gy

tgf Hel Vi ook in'the cafe, y
iﬂ yo VXnettenﬁhrev me o(f. |
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July 15, 1936

A

Dear Mles Nance: Thank you for your letter

of July 13th coneerning the
smount due from Mra. Givens as & refund on her
travel advance. We ghould appreciate receiving a
check for £27.98. The lazt sentence in my letter
of June 24th merely meant that if the payment was
not received by the 50th of June the amount would
Phow ag an udvance to Mrs. Givens on our end of
the year statements. However, the amount is due
and we should like to have it cleared from cur
books by the end of July. Kindly mske your check
peyable to the Julius Rosenwald Fuud.

Very truly yours,

—— DoroTHy A. ELvipge

Miss Anita M. Nance,
585 South 1%th Street,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana ik ‘
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SR Julius Rosenwald Fund \] 1)y <
- 4901 Ellis Avenue i -,._3
CHICAGO Q]M e iyl
. SUMUN STUpy
From Credit Voucher No. 20"
Mras I. N, Glvens Date September 1Y, 1886 ,
- ‘ [
3 ." "l
Teturn of unused portion of travel advance = = — = = = = = « - « [57;38
<
4
9
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Working Capital Control
Advance for travel $37.98
Prepared By Checked By Posted By
LS Controller




Supplement for 19636-37 Supervisory Progran
Rural Schools of East Baton Fouge Parish-Five Year Program,
Begun 1935-36.

Poart I-CGenerael Stalemente

The school year 1935-36 marked the beginning of plans for & five year
program of supervision In East Baton Rouge Perish,

The ressons for extending echiviticrs over this periol of time weret
le Schiool torms are too short to a&ccorplish many and varied objectives
in one session,

2e Facilities and finance are too limited to supply the needs in one year.,

3¢ The tosks involved for supplying needs,accoamplishing selectod objective
together with teaching children interms of thelr peculiar needs and
cirecumstances,present such problems that the average teacher, for the
most part, Lecomee discouraged and fails to definiftely aceanmplish
any cne thing well during one sesasior,

We realize thatl 1t 1s going to talte a long while,under present ideas
gbout and condifions in rudal schoclsybut we are dobternined to meke conscien
tious attempts over the deslgnated peorlod allotted in this preogrim to have
rural Colorad schools of the parish serve the purpose of oducsyftione We ine
tend to do all that we ean persomally,we Intand to work with the commnity
pecplic to make them achool and commmnity-minded,and we intend Lo make our
efforts so ontstonding that they will eall to the sttention of those in au=
thority the things thet ean and shonld be done in order that Yegro girls and
boys cf' the perish may meot effectively thelr oblisations as lmerican clti-
aeNS e

It 1s desired tnat this suprlement and subsement suprlements be attached
tofili¢ the progrem smbmitted lest ( 1025-26) sossion, The obhjoetives for this
session are the same es for last, The may be swmmed up In one major objective,
"The Creation Of an Jdesl Pubal Scheol", The word idesl 1s net to be confused
with some wnattainable goal of elaborate pretentiousness,but is weant to be

8 with phyaleal and mental equipment neecasary for attainin; those
1deals embodied In the sever general objectives of edncatlon,the fralaing for
which is the gorsatest purpose of the school. '

Part Ii-Objectives,

The major objective for 1936-57 is the contimmation of the experiment
begun at Foreman Rosenwald Hichool es n beentification project o The purposs
12 %o grsate we near to en ideel sitnetion a3 is poseible in order that the
acfivities Ghere will serve as the eriteria for 211 of ths rural schools of
the periah,
L - " S . .-—l I,.—l

As stated in Part I, we believe that the gre&%eat}l'mzrpofs@ of JLJm school
is tc tralin individunele for the ideals embodied th.' By
elples of education, With this in mind, end ¥ e mred .
the rural schools In mind,the geleeted objectives stafis! bolow sre, in gense,
ldentical with tlose submitted last spession, are tke goal 3 rhic]
we are workinge There is plarmed cooperabisn ahong purlle,patrons,teachers,
supervisor,superindendendyanc school teard pqamhe;f‘a for the realization ‘or— thelio.




Objectives selected for creation of the 1desl rural schooll
1, Improvement of hygienic and health conditions of buildings end

groundssinstruetion and training in physical habits,healthful
roubine of livings work,end pley; and In the promotion of pub-
lic healthyinvolving training in sefety of self and others,

2¢ Irprovement of teachers in service and improvement in the cuali-

ty of instructionyinvolving the tocl subjecta and the iIntegratlon
of ell subject-notter,

3¢ Provigion for lacks due to negative conditicns of home environe

mentg,involving instruetlion in the right relationships of both
géultg and younger merbers of the homee

4¢ Provision for prow-wvocational training,involving exploraticn and &

ghlidances

5¢ Provision for the sequisition of knowledse of soclel and relitical

iife in order that the pupil mey become on inteliipent and partici~
pating citizene

B¢ Frovision for scquialition of knowledge of literatide,ert,mslic,drama,

!"(‘

ond cocial intercourse sas a means of worthy enjoyment of lelsure,

Charecter educatlon,involving encouragemant of desirsble cheracter
tralts end emotional attitudes,

o) ‘fdn
Hotes Part iil of this document ;a tﬁé actual over-view of the unit

designed as the means of attaining this major objectives




"Our Ideal School"~East Baton Rouge Parishe

1. Pectors to e considered in evaluating an ideal school:

Ae fccordilag to Sauabm'y the fipst thdag to Le considered is the

dechool sitee” Tho model school site for & rural school cmﬂ.son
at least two acres of land, On it are planted sultable shade S
trecse At one side is 2 scheol gavdengplented and tended by the
vupils, A% the rear,is oubdoor athletic apparatus,and good out=
buildings, One of these may be the fuel house,or better stlll,the
fuol may be kept in the basement { a desirable new feature for
pural schools)e The lown i1s cubl with &8 lawm mowerjand the whole
premises are beautiful to the eye and oducational in their effect,"”

e provision,up~keep,and location of ocutbulldings are of
vital Irmportance,
" L teacher's cottage should replace long drives to and from
achicol,

Be School Bullding= " The ¢ld tine ammtry school furnished a strike
ing exemple of "how not to do it". The buildiung should be well-
erected,should contaln suffleient number of classrocus,cloakrooms,
indvetrisl rocms,library,stece It should be centrally located to
the school populatlongor transportaticn provided for casy accessi-
bilitye
Goneral and special equipment should be provided,

Special at tention shovld be gilven to seating,lighting,heatinggven=
tilationg,bluckboedds and other factors conducive to the health and
comfort of the puplls and teachers, ,

Ce School Ssgzione It should be sufficiently long to warrant pupil
progress iIn & normal manner,

e The term should provide for the achievement of objectives,and
for puplls conplating unlts of weork in the tite required by
other schoocls Into vhose systems he must £it after leaving the
rural s3chools

Pe The term ahould provide for the w»eallzatlion of teauclher purposes,
snd at the sawme time provide for her peaca of wind through elime
ination of that ever present query " Aftcr this slx monthae

De Reasonable mmber of pupils per teacher,

B. The teachor= She should¥ be selected according Lo her traiming and
mral-mindedness. She should De well cc::.pemuuei Tor gerwice, in
intereatoed,onergetic teachor con work wonders 71Ul commmidy people
in gecuring scheool and comnmiby prides { A

If the tazchor is well pald she 1s bettor &gl
Sivities which maka for school mnd covmnmits
does this rinancial security wverrant her ; ;... e
places her in positicn to have something b stare m

centives for encouragenent of squtrta aﬂng yatmna s.nd pupile.J



Suffiofont salary slso provides for conlinual ppofessional growth
by the teachsr,

Fe¢ Hoalth Progrem=
1. Not only through training for better heanlth and sefety hebits,but
also for health inspectionsy,and services of nurses and Coctors.

Ge Recreationwl Program~ There shonld be a distinet program of rocreation
provided to veplace the dred exldtence of coammmity children,in gener-
al, This cen also serve as & meane of crecting Interest in achool welw
furce

HeProvision for Pre-Vocational Traininge (Reasons given in other sections
of thig program,

Is Proviaion for business and soclel organizations—
1e PollsAla, C ¥ A 1 A', 4 H Clubs,H F A's,etec, fcr the welfare of
the school and eonrmnity,

2, Heading olubs,meic clubs,dramatic and art elnbs for sulfural
develomments

The parish snd state shonld teke the responsibllity for providing
the major faciritiss for ell school children, Commnity orgenizaticns should
funetion to provide the minor needs,

Good teschers will tekeshlie initistive in lawnmcling sermpeions,organizing
forces,making pleas for supplementing working feeilities to meet what parish
officiale heve provided,

Regardless of vese or creed whersver childwen rmsgt attend school condle
tions shovld be =s nesrly 1desl as poesible,for many,if not most, rural Col-
ored childven come from homes thet heve shifted to the school the responsi-
bility for teaining slong all lines,This can be treced as e direct result of
inefficlent end insufficlent training of pavenis whe have had to make 1t as
best they covld through conditions worse than those that face rurel Colored
children of this generation. No systematic effort hes been made to give to
these echildren or their parents the type of training thet would fit them for
life sfter school days.

It 1s a fact that most rural Colored children of this parish leave school
in the fourth or sixth grade and go almoat diveetly into =dnlt-life situations,
Thewe is & nead for a tyve of school in each somrmniby thet will lay foundaélons
that will make boys and girls efficiently self-sufficient physically,menbally,
morallv,and socially and at the same time glve a foundation *o those who
wlsh to continue their gtndles throuvgh high schooly®id or epeecialired ria}da.

The idesl rral school can do wmeh toward fA%iing the WAfit for desivable
eitizenship snd elindnating the "piff-raff" from the gompmnitiessThis e
of school 18 poselible through the eooperationfar_ioo'“: erish,and atate
agencles, “ i » 4 |

oy '



Note: The over-view and unit lesson plon,inelnding tessher and
gupll activities,aks belng worked over from the term papar
Crganizaticn of Courses of Study for One-Room Schools™
thet I submitted at the close of swmmer schoole I am asking
permiasion to reserve this part of the progrem toc be nube
uitted after I have had a hearing from ocur parish suporine
tendent and the sceretary of the Rosenwald Fund, I am inw-
closing a copy of the outline that I sent to them concerning
the propesed experimentation as the first step In the croe=-
tion of this ideal rural school.



Diagram of Five Year Supervisory Progrem in
East Baton Rouge Parish,
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