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PROPOSED PLAR (OF WORK

1. BAGKGROUND CONZITIONS

Ever sipce the independence of Texas was achieved im 1836,
prejudices have existed between "gringos" snd "gresserd' slong
the Rio Grande border. Until sbout twenty years ago, however,
much of the misunderstanding was rendered less hamful by
Plenty of space and simple living conditions. The recent
rapld development of the eitrus industry in the lower valley.
has attracted numercus individusls out of the north and peons
out of the interior of Mexieo, thus dringing two vastly differ-
ent groups into closer contect and she rpening the friction
among all clasges.

Ihis condition, which hes long needed remedying, hes more
recently been brougit to the ferefront by the war situation
apd the resulting necessity for hemispherical sclidarity.

The exchange of covllege students with Latin American natiocns,
week-and trips by Journalists intoc the south %o write hurried
arijcles, and the efforts of economists and poldticisns are
unguestionably of velue, but these are only & beginning. They
result merely in informing the upper dasses of one race about
the upper classes of the other, whereas & real soluticn to the
racial problem ean cume crxly after a stady of the messes who

live near the moil.

I propose to make such a study.

E
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Il. DESCRIPTIIOR CF THE FROJECT.

1. Purpose .

My project will be aimed at interpreting the peoples of
the lower Rio Grazle vaelley in such a way as to clarify the
existing relationships between anglo- and Latin-imerican
groups, and to bring oul particularly those relationahips
which impede a botter understanding among then.

Jince the emigrant Mexicam val ley worker rorrcsents a
segment of the lowest class in the Latin American community,
a stady of his attitudes and reactions should make for a
deeper imsight inte the mass paychology of our neighboring
nations. Speclal care will be taken te maintain an impartial
attitude and to picture both reces as they acitually sye.

2. General nature:

The study will presemt in narrative form e ercss-gesetion
of 1ife in the wvalley during its rapid tranasformstion from &
wilderness inte an iden of eitrus, with emphasis on the re-
sulting social and spiritual conflicts between the raecial groups.

5. Setting:

]l shall choose a village like Sam Ferlita, Texas, which in
1925 consisted of ¢re or two mud shacks, a windmill and a water
~ trough, axd whieh is now a thriving Va.ley town.
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4. Characters:
A, BNatives:

a. The vagquercs. This class was a part of the land
before the first grapefrult and crange trees were
planted in the valley. In the thousands of square
miles along the border that have nct been develcped,
they still ride among the thickeis, expressing them-
selves through songs and tales about local events.

b. The Anglo-American land owrers and famers, ranchers
and speculators.

B. "Foreigners":

4. The northerners, or "gringos", who came from among
the fairly well-to-do classes of the central and
eastern part of the United States.

b, The peons from the interior of Mexico.

IXI. PAST EXPERIENCE WHICH HAS PREPARED ME FOR AN UEDERTAKING OF
TEIS KIBED:
l. Early life on the border:
I grew up at Forias, headquarters of the lower part of the
King Ranch, where my father was ranch foreman for twenty-five
years. All my childhood comparions were lexican ranch hanis.



Frank Goodwyn, 709.,kast 20th, Austin, Texas. Plmn of Jork. 4

back big envelopes, heavy with fanily secrets which my strange
eye had no right to see, I read them basck the answers. Again
and agaip they dictated, axd agnin 1 wrote. 1 tried net to
notice when their wices labored under the embarresament of
aome delicate message. 1 tried to keep my owmm voice level

when 1 read them the words of anxious mothers and adoring sweet-
hearts. Thias task taught me their lives, desires, attitudes
apd customs, and litersally made me ore of them.

At the age of twenly, 1 was elected Justice of the Peace
by a majority of fifteen votes--there were fifteen eligidle
voters in the mrecinct. 1 registered the Mexican babies, held
inguests for the dead, smd mﬁdmm thelir weddings at five
dellars per couple. Sometimes I would ride ten or fifteen
miles on horseback to & wedding, carrying a Bible in & floup
sack tied to the horam of the saddle. The priest from town
charged ten dollars, so the groom, who always paid the bill,
naturally preferred me. Usually, however, ]I came cut as well
0ff as the priest, because I could earn another five dollars
by playing the accordian at the wedding dance. ] served as
Justice of the Yeace for six years, thus further fmoressing
ny intimate knowledge of their ways aml feelings. XNuch of the
material in my book will be based on these experierces.

Jome time afterwardis they needed s teacher at Norias, so
1l went to Kingeville and obtained a teacher's certificate.
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1 waa the cnly white child in the little ome-room ranch school--
the same school which I afterwards teught. There wes uo other
Anglo-imerican femily livirg on the lower part of the King
estate 2t thet time. 1 speak Spenish and Znglish with equal
flvency.

Wben I was old enough to ride e horse, uy fether sent me
to the corridm, or cow camp, becouse he wanted me to beccne s
vaguero and, if I wag asbitious, perhmye ever a cenoral, or
foreman. It wes in this cemp that I srent much of my beyhoot
and young manhood, going for months withoni speaking an Zuglish
word or seejng the inaide of e house ¢r ever s tent, sleeping
on the ground, livirg enmi working with the Mexican cow hanis.

The school terms were Lrief and mot very effective, btut I
learned some thirgs sbout books. When I wes shout eighteen ‘
years ¢ld, ¥exican emigrants began to swin the Ris Grande and
find refuge from emigration ofsricers ir the bLrush country arcund
Soriss, which was twenty miles from the vearsst town. Many of
them god Jjobs lo ihe ocomps end becange 1 wes the only we ameng
them who cculd read or write, they made me their seribe. Into
my ears they puared leag letiers to thely mothers and wives
back none, Lelliing about this new eoumiry, with ite mingled
mesquite wW.idkets and ol trus erensrds--abeut the yolping of
coyotes andé the olisking of Yeskes godd. Faithfully Sut labor-
ougly-~for ﬁdr dialiect was different frum that of the vagquercs--
1 wrote down their chopped-up Spanigh, and when the mail brougk t
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For four years 1 tsught the sons and daughters of my former
sehooluates. This againwes a valuable experience. The country
8chool, with its AnglO-imerican teacher and its lLatln-imerican
students, 1s an important chapier in the drams of tre Rio Grende
race conflict. After I left Norias I taught a year at Sarita

and a year at lLa Gloria, tw other small schools in which Anglo-
and Latin-imerican ehildren--¢f ysnkees ané peons--were mixed.

It is evident that my proposed study will be largely autobiographe
ieal.

2. Edueation.

1 have a laster of Arts degree from the Texas College of
Arts and Industrics, at Kingsville. In addition, 1 taught in
the English department of that college for one year. I =am now
working for & Loctor of Thiloscphy degree in the University of
Texas. My major interest is Fnglish and my field is southwestern
11 ters ture. :

S« Experience in creative writing:

1 have written and published the fellowingz books:
Ihe Voice of the Free Man, Kingsville Publishing Company, 1934.
Behind the .cenes, Christopher Publishing House, Boston, 1935,
Zhe Devil in Texas, Hegional Presa, Dlallas, 7exas, 1936.

1 em sending & copy of The Devil in lexas.
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iV. PRESEKT STATE OF THE PROJECT:

1 have a large guantity of unorganized data and am search-
ing in the University newspaper collection for items whieh throw
light on the development of the region where 1 plan to make my
study. At present, of course, my progress is comparatively slow
because 1 have neither the time nor the money to devote to the
work. A Rosenwald Fellowship would mske the completion pesasible.

v. WHEEE ] IETENRD T0 WORK:

1 shall do much of my work among the peoples of the Rio
Grande border, but shall keep in touch with J. Frank Doble and
others whe are interested in the project, for advice and eriticiam.

Vi. EIPECTATIORS FOR FUBLICATION:

1 feel confident that in view of the faet that ny sabject is
erucial at present, the resulting book should have a wide interest.
In case national publishers should not feel inclined to accept it,
it can be easily put ocut by a Texas fimm.

Vil. FUTURE PLANS:

After the period of the fellowship, 1 shall continue to teach
life and literature of the Southwest, either at the Texas Goellege
of Arts and Industries, where 1 have been promised a permanent
position, or at Texas University. In either cease, the knowledge
1 shall have gained through more intimate contact with valley
people will make mé unusually well fitted for the task of de-
veloping in my students a deeper understanding and appreciation
of the traditions and culture of the land to whieh they belong.





