
Name 

Position 

College 

Justus, May {1898) 

Elementary teacher, Summerfield School 
Tracy City, Tennessee 

University University of Tennessee. No degree 

Plan of Work: \fV'\ 

1939 

Negro D 
White Southerner (il 

Creative Writi?li 
Special Fiela Children's 
Group Literature 

To do research in the field o~ southern mountain folk lore and use 
this material in a supplementary reader for southern schools . One year. 

Action of Fellowship Committee: 

Granted $1,500 



Teacher at Summerfield School in Tracy City since 1925. 

Has written 12 books for children, two of which are Julia Ellsworth Ford prize 
books. 

9/24/40 Miss Justus did not return to her teaching at the end of her fellowship. 
She continues her community activities and her writing. During her fellowship 
she completed two books, 'The ;tiail Wagon Mystery" and 'Mr. Songcatcher & co. 11 

She expects to publish the supplementary reader, "Five Miles f r om Far Beyant11 

in the fall of 1941. Miss Justus also did a great deal of work on a novel and 
hopes to devote another year to its research and writing. 

9/23/44: Ha s wr itten two books on fellowship, one a Junior Liter ary Guild 
Selection . Wi ll write two books this year for chi ldren under twelve . 



JUSTUS, MAY PUBLICATIONS 

The Mail Wagon Mystery, Albert Whitman & Company, 1940. 

Mr. Songca tcher and Co. , Doubleday, Doran & Co., 1940. 

Dixie Decides, Random House, August, 1942 - (written under title Let Thistles Grow) 

Bluebird Fly U_p , July,,. 1943., J. B. Lippincott. 

Sammy a literary Guild selection for Augus t 1946 (based on Tennessee Mountain 
fables) 
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Autbor, Tr~cy City, Tennessee 
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MAY JUSTUS (44) 

Creative r.riting 
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MAY JUSTUS 

Elementary teacher, Tracy City, Tenn 

Children's literature 
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.nv 
1939 
~ 

Candidate May Justus 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND Age 4l. 

Special Field 

Elementary teacher, Summerfield School, 
Tracy City, Tennessee 

Children's Literature 

Plan of Work 
To do research in the field of southern mountain folklore and use 

this material in a supplementary reader for southern schools. 

Digest of Application 

Born May, 1898, Del Rio, Tennessee. Single. 

Two years, University of Tennessee, no degree. 

Principal, Summerfield School, Tracy City, Tenn., 1925-27, 1950-38. 
$600-750. 

Author of twelve books for children, two of which are Julia Ellsworth 
Lord Prize Books. Among publications are: The House in No-end Hollow, Peter 
Pocket's Book, Honey Jane, a.nd The Other Side of the Mountain. 

References 

Miss Erich Berry, author, Fort Ann, N. Y. 

Budget Summary 

Total amount need;:d 

Miss Vera Mccampbell, teacher, Monteagle, Tenn. 
Miss Martha DuBerry, editor, 810 Broadway, From applicant 

From Fund 

Granted 

Nashville, Tenn. 

Committee Notes Q. · 
v,,.c..J.L..--{ I f.''1v-- r ,:)~, ~ 1--t 

t-v,. C,. ,....,.C,0 ........ -~ -...,..,( ~"""- ""-A~ r-- C,.,\• ~ ~ 

Documents submitted 
Photograph x 
Exhibi t material X 

Transcripts x 
University of Tennessee 

Plan of work X 

Digest 

Sent co Committee 

Documents returned 

$1200 

200 



1942 ,foK 

Name 

Plan of Work 

May Justus 

Tracy City, Tennessee 

Field: Creative 
Writing 

I wish to devoi:e a year to research in the field of southern mountain 
folklore which will enable me to write a reader of regional material. 

Granted 19.39, applied 1940. 

Personal Data Born Del Rio, Tennessee , , ,uy 1898. Age: 44 

Undergraduate Work University of Tennessee, 1928, 19.31- ,3,3 . 

Graduate Work 

Experience Principal, Summerfield School, Tracy City, Tennessee , 1925-.37, 
~650-.i,680 . 

Accomplishments Julius Rosem:a.ld Fund Fellowship, 19.39, ijl500 . 

Publict..tions : A number of juvenile books, including The Mail Wagon 
Mystery, Mr . Son::;catcher and Co., The Cabin .Q!l Kettle Cree~, a.nci 

Let Thistles Grow, written on 19.39 fellowship . 

References 

Dr. Zdwin Kirkla.ntl , Universir,y of Tennessee 
Miss Helen Ferris , Junio~ Literary Guild 
Hhs .'flary harvey, J . B. Lippincott Company 
•.:;r . For.l.'est D. lnay,:,, Albert ullitman Company 
,!if.s Vera McCampbell, Tracy C.ity, Tennessee 

Sent to Committee 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 

.,.,2 , 050 
1,000 
1 , 050 
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