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Mrs. William Haygood, 
Acting Director of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Mrs. Haygood: 

2219 Dowling Street 
Houston," Texas 
November 16, 1943 

I have been out of personal contact with you recently 
because I have changed positions and have been closely occupied 
with the new one. I left Langston because I received an op­
portunity to become chaiman of the Social Science Department 
and Director of Research at the Houston College for Negroes at 
a better salary than I was receiveing at Langston. 

The Houston College for Negroes is an adjunct of the University 
ot Houston. It baa expanded from a junior college to a tour-year 
college and has an enrollment ot about four hundred. I was invited 
to this post partly because of my research training and interests. 
The University Qt Houston is particularly anxious for the Negro 
comnunity of Houston to be investigated because it is virtually an 
unexplored field. The University bas volunteered to print such 
pamphlets, bulletins, and volumes as are compiled. 

In the meantime, I am still in very close touch with Mr. Hill 
re our Rosenwald work. I have quite some material from my own in­
vestigations of last sumner and will have access to that which 
Mr. Hill is now assembling. He and I hope to be together during 
Christmas holidays to catalogue and organize some of this data for 
subsequent articles or perhaps another bulletin, the approximate 
size of the Langston study. 

I have purposely refrained from writing any recent articles on 
the all-Negro colllllunity pending completion of Mr. Hill's investiga­
tions and our joint decision of its disposition. I have, however, 
done a research note on the "Native" group which we mentioned in our 
correspondence to you last winter. I spent
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about sixteen days
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Mrs. William Haygood - page two 

could not get enough material in that time to do t he length 
study that I expected to write. I found them so defensive 
and cagey that much of the data I was able to obtain was 
superficial. I am enclosing the research note in this letter 
and am submitting a copy of same to the American Journal of 
Sociology. 

In regard to some of the data which we have collected 
from the all-Negro conmunities -- do you think that it might 
be profitable if Mr. Hill and I should edit a volume of inter­
views and autobiographies? They could be grouped by chapters 
under appropriate titles such as, "Founding the all-Negro Comml.lll­
ity~, "Religious Attitudes" , "Class Strat~fication", "Attitudes 
Toward Whites", etc. Each chapter would have a brief analysis 
or interpretation but the chief merit of the work would be its 
source value. Such a work would not, of course, have wide popu­
larity like, for example, the Youth Commision series. It seems, 
nevertheless, that it would be of much use to serious students 
of race relations. I am relatively certain that we can complete 
such a study sometime this comming spring. 

I am very anxious to get the research program here at Houston 
College in progress. The initial project will be a bulletin en­
titled, "The Role of the Negro in the Development of Houston." I 
have a class in Social Research, most of the members of which are 
making interviews on this subject. I am making some interviews 
also. In addition, I have found some .~terial at Prairie View, 
the state college for Negroes. I just~ iscovered~this last week 
and I expect to make another trip to Prairie View this coming week-end 
to examine it carefully. I will not attempt, however, to actually 
organize the data on the Houston study until I have completed iey 

work or whatev·er study we make of the all-Negro co11111uni ties. 

I would like to do the writing of the Houston study next sW!lller 
(1g44), and want to apply for a Rosenwald grant to allow me the time 
to do so. At the s ame time I hope to attend tbe University or Chicago 
and take (not more than )two courses which would broaden my perspective. 
I need a colU'se in Urban Sociology and one in Social Psychology. It 
there is any chance at all for a subsidy for such a SWllller program, 
I shall appreciate receiving an application blank as soon as possible. 
In that connection-would my application be strengthened if I sent my 
interview material as of then, with the application? Typing is a 
serious problem in our school but I shall nake an effort to get iey 
material ready to send with the application if that seems advisable. 
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Mrs. William Haygood - page three 

I do not know whether Mr. Hill has sent you a reprint of 
our article, "Some Ideological Contusion of Negro College Students" 
which appeared in the tall issue of the Journal ot Negro Education, 
but the Langston library has ordered some copies and he will send 
one when they arrive it he has not done s o already. 

I had not intended writing so much but I wanted to bring you 
up to date on my work and my ambition for future research. The Rosen­
wald award has proved a boon which has greatly facilitated my oppor­
tunities f or advancement in educational worlt, which, please be assured, 
I duly appreciate. If I have failed to make all points clear please 
query me when you write. 

TDA:c 
Encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

Thelma D. Ackiss 

u I 
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Mrs .Wil lia.m c. Haygood 
Acting-Director for Fellowship 
Julius Reesnwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Mrs. Haygoods 

Box 133 
Langston University 
Langston, Oklahoma 
October 18, 1943 

I have just returned to Langston from an extended field 
trip of Boley, Ta~ amt Rentiesville, Oklahoma. I am 
glad to report that I am getting hii;hly useful and desir­
able cooperation from the residents of these towns, and 
my materials are accumulating to the place that they are 
becoming quite voluminous. Mrs. Ackiss and I have completed 
over three-hundred (300) shoet contact interviews, and I am 
conducting eight (8) intensive life histories. I have been 
fortunate in getting seven (7) residents of these communities 
to write autobiographical sketches,three (3) or which are 
most exce.lent. We ha-m done all t his in addition to an ex­
amination of some documentary ;iateriala and participating in 
the local life of these oomnunities. 

At the suggest ion of Dr. O. c. Duncan, Chairman of the depart­
ment of Sociology and Rural Lffe, at Oklahoma A. & •• College 
and Dr. Everett Hughes, Professor of Sociology at the University 
of Chicago, I am now writing an article or a research note 
for the American Journal of Sooiology on~acial Attitudes in the 
All-Negro Community." At the same time we have been enoouraged 
by the acceptance of most of our research note• and articles 
by the leading Scientific journals. Two of these articles will 
be off the press this month and I have ordered reprints which 
I shall promptly mail to your office for distribution. I pre­
sume that you have reoei ved the bulletin "Contemporary Culture 
of an All-Negro Conmunttys Langston, Oklahoma." We have re­
oeived many favoDable comments on this study and would like to 
have your reaction. 

As you prehaps know Mrs. Ackiss has accepted the Chairmanship 
of the Social Science Department of Houston College for Negroes. 
~inoe she had completed her part of t he investigation, we have 
witnessed no great disadvantage as a result thereof. We do1 
however• keep in close contact wi:th el aoh o her ,as 
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Mrs. William c. Haygood 

Page 2--Continued 

In addition to the inveatigational proceduretha.t we set out 
in our plan of work, we have found i t necessary to adminis­
ter some attitude tests and distribute some questionnaries 
designed to get at the relat i onship between physical appearance 
on the one hand and desire for intimacy and judgement of 
social status on the other hand . This procedure has proved to 
be a much greater job t han I had anticipated, for it is necessary 
that I spend much more time in each community under considera­
tion. In this regards, I find that I must either curtail my 
total investigational procedure or receive an extension of the 
fellowship grant. 

Thus, I am requesting that t he fellowship grant be extended 
one month ending December 30, 1943. I am appl ying f or the 
extension at this time so that I might modify my program to 
meet your decision. Accordingly, I will _appreciate .a reply 
within the next two weeks . 

I am leaving for Tatums, Oklahoma today and will get back to 
Lan~ston on October 30, 1943. 

Sincer~y yo9r~f-) 
:if . .d-f f 1./..JX 

~At uo/ell c: Hil l 
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M. c. Hill, Sociology 

E. L. Tatum, Poz.itical Science. 

A. J. Walker, Chairman 

Dr Hi lliam 1.., Haygood 
Julius rtosenwald ?und 
490 ... 2llis iwenue 
Chi cago, I ll i nois 

Dear :Jr Haygood: 

Langs:ton University 
Social Scie:ice Department 

Langston, Oklahoma 

January 4, 1943 

V. C. Foster, Sociology 

w. H. 1Ia1e, Sociology 

FELLO\ tS~-i!PS 

1:!e ,ave your recent letter re,,arding our apnli c: tions for a Rosenwald 
gr ant an -. i t presents a !'robler.i 0 :hich \;e have ,,iven much consideration , 
Our nroposal to make tne study on t.he basis SU!•..,.ested Has r:10tivated 
by the facts t hat , (1) \'!e can io r:,uch ;nor e efr ective mrk togev.er 
than e i ther of us :;1:;,n do sep.J.rately; (2) vre e:.ic 1 have r espcnsibilities 
w1ich r,iake it vir.,ual l:,r i mpossible f ')r either ot us :.o meet our 
obl.:'._pations on less r.,c11ey than 1·,e earn. 

1.:e .::ould, ul' c our::;e , work v1ith much :.1:ire ease nnd dispatch if we \''ere 
relieved. e .tir ely frou our teachinr, riu~ies a1 n r ,siuent ha1·. i s on na::i 
given veroal asJur ance that the Universi ty ·.vould ? r ant leaves- ot'- f!hsense 
to us both upon a:1oli ~ati ons for same. He has suggE;sted, however , 
t.hat si:,ce thL, ma tter could be handled as b,r,e as .. lay, vle ~o not ask 
for lea·1es unless "e ,,ave res; _ived f(j,,or.ible act.:..011 irorn r,he ,~osen-·1alcl 
Board . That i:::i because a leave- ot'- abse,,-~e i s oefinite and f i nal for 
t he oe1·i od de s ..i.gnated once it has been ap;1r oved by the .Joar d of _tegent s 
of r,his i nstituti on . If v,e bot:·. devoted -'l year to t h~ proposed study , 
i t ' rould be neceasary to revise our bud •et esti.r ,ate :.o in.;L.1de a 
r equest for the ar.iount of our S" laries . ,,e -!ould :.hen also aispense 
·with researc 11 assi st.ants and f i eld v,orkers ar.d -:. hus appr oxir.iately 
500 dol.l ... r.:. :ould be eliminated fro1i, t.he 2100 dollars needed for the 
actual e)-penses of t.h- pr oj ect . 

Suell a plan would gi ve us an exc el lent opp•"'rtunity to make a thor ough 
investig:ition and analysi s o.:' an ethnic ~r oup oi' Oklahom.::. 1~egr oes 
commo11l3' knm·:n as 11l!ativ•.:s 11 • These a r e :.he desce,ida.nts of the slaves 
of Indi ans ai.d r.ia.1:r of tr'\e:.., a r e par t Ir di.a .. , si11ce tbe governn0nt 
lecreed th.'.l.t. slaves be 6i ven tribal status at tne elose or t.rie Civil 
,far. The 1.ati ~e~ a r e gr aJual.Ly bein':,' as;;L'nilated and ther e are few 
c ol:mi es .:..eft but t 1ey io sti ll c~,nstitutc a disti m:t cultural croup 
.:ind there are, even i•'. those :ho apr ear to oe co::1pletely i ntegrated 
i n the ·•encra .... Pat ... ern, ai:p:J.r cnt sur v-ivials of 11 Nativc 11 c ustoms ,rnd 
r'ol k- •.·,ays . e had eontemplatel at lea, y••'<rf'l • Jf,7-sai ' 
11 l~ative11 cuhure but not so defir.iti ve a :1 · •.ter ffetaf.i~n as 

tine cndea ror o.ild ncr.,it . 1~. )
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In a<.11..i.tion to tne forec;::>ine suc;gc::,ti::>ri, there are several other alter­
:, ttives ,:!1i~ri ".lul I br.:..'.1r; :mr project '· :.~ 1it. v 1"' 1ualifications 01· the 
Ro:.;em,ald r'un 1. One of u.; could secure a le, ,re for full- ti: ,e researc:~ 
if a ~rcL'1t ~noul l be ;_;:i,:e , an l ~;1 .::,t!ier "' e , he i i i 1:ot receive tt.e 
grar:t , c:oul: :;ollaor " tte 01, t:he sr,.t•i;r c. · ·.rn aG~i::;tant . In su~h a case 
our 1·e pcsr, ·:m ln oe for L:1s :.1, .• c,111.:. ::,r· the ::; ,1,~ry o the persoc apply i ng 
plus t:1e 1600 ,oll·trs ·._·ore":e.1tir.m.c;,l. l:1 ,, ·1t . v.mt , ir, SCl::!llS to us , 
that both 0111· rc~·erce~ should c;t,il~ be :ontac,,ed, f') r , ·.i.lthc'.1~h technicc.ll.r 
"111:r ,ne ,·o ... l , apply , 'lC1...ually bo7,•1 o" -1" ,r)Uld .ako the r ,•1c1y , ;hereas 
yo·1r .Joard •1 cul. rirob·l,>ly ant ~orrob ir:it l o:, of the fitness o c· en of 
us f or ... t1e task r ::rooseti . 

Another altern· tiva involves thJt fuct t, ~t Fresiden~ Harrison h3s 
sugr'.esteci. tint r r b:;.oility th:.tt L r Lil.J. ,.-·:.l.L b , rolieveu. ot te:::chiru· 
di tics 'or .1e t1c:xt schooJ. :rear in or•~er to ,le,ct.e Jtls · t L t i e to 
re~0_1'cu , e.;;i~c::L:i L./ ,.1u co, ,r tt,lv0 ~,t.J, · ot .., 1c e"r:> ,._, -no urar1t 
(;ol Lcgos . ln tr1c1c 1.nstanr.:c (and this C::in i:>e arr an ;ed) , he would be 
D!\ ::, i.; "1a,rro11 .,~· V.c ur.ivc!·,,it? but v·o..ild r-t, tcacn . " t:: ":O.1.te.' if o;.ir 
arp-ica ,ions coulJ be thus subr,tittcd ':.o tn :'! u.Jard as a s 1,eci J. case in 
;:,1ich ur.e ..,f t he e.p,,lic:.>:.nts i !1evote ·u .. _ r,i. e , o rescc.1rcti . vince 
t 1e,. J J::>t.h c,1: ..1. ul OG receivin~ our ru.:.l s:11 r ics , ,.,ur uri.c.:i!:.3.l r':'!1uest, 
for 2100 •ioll::.,.rs ·.r..:,uld st.:rnd. 

l" · n1.l ~Y , ue .ifl1t revise our enr,ire .iL:.n en ..; .:i1: ·ent r <' te o:1l:• ou r,he ur,ley 
co .. 1r· ,1.:..v:, , all:Y'in.: eii;nt months for tne study r-at',cr tnan a year . ,.irs i1ckiss 
could ,:,a,:e :J. le:!VC .O!' ,l 0 1- ►1ree s.11. ... o · ! __ ,riv-:S 3.!!d , .. r t i lJ or (,'.lC r irst 
se es-::,cr of 0 cnool ~0ear , 1943-' 4l1; ·::hie, · ot.:.ld pi:..r;:it at least, one of 
us co.:plcte free·io. 1 .i'.'r'), un.:.rer si t :, dities (or sab.ry) thr oul!.1out t.he 
fello•,10:1ir Ct~:.--L:d . Juen an .:.r•ve., tig·~tior- ·,;o;.il' initiate us ;·,ell i nto 
:,:-:.1 lar.jo r stutr 0.!11 'urr .. ish :l. e0.1t,;, ) f ·,aterif 1. It ~oul d be o.cco. -:·-ished 
for upproxi:,i?~cl· 2100 dolb.rs , ~cJ r haps a lit.l,le :-,ore . lt i s dii'fi cJ.lt 
to be ex& :t abou~ tentative :-,rop::.-sals . 

1.'e should. :.:. ppreci ·1 +-,c :'ot.:.r ::: .:>1. ::;ide r .. ti),. nr. e.<i 1ice re: • rdin-; o:.:.i· sugg~ctions 
and an:.r ;9un:.er .::;u ·~e:sc.i:.ms ·,·t1i';n yo~1 , .. r -nbr ,.,e , 0r otl!er uoar d "e1,:)e:-s 
in.ny I c.'.J.kc in ..;o:111cc:.,ion i;:.n rw-Lf,vi1 ,· ')Ur arpli ati ons so ;:.r.at they· :•ay 
be •~re3er,te·L ur propns·.ls c1re , ,aJe 1it, the kr.::wledge anJ s:-.nction 
of tld l.'t·e~0 .::.. lent, o: ~Lis .:.nstit-1tl on and hl, '1 ·[- cira!1-:eto co t:0'11 e~ate in 
a.-:· !'l,11 L.:.,h . e c··n \ o"k out .ith you . .e shall give ;:,t,e , .atter o.1r 
pro~ pt atten:.,i on as o n as ',"e r ec'"'.i.ve a letter ir.L't c::iint; us hat cour~e 
1·:e t.ad b8::;t '"'ll ... SU'-'~ in u.r,te1 .. pt.i•1g ~c 1.e t. tne re-:uire,.ents of the commit.tee 

or : ell o-. :;hips . 

bir,cerely ;r~ :1r::; , 

C.~ 
1., Hill 

~-~ 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mrs . Thelma Davis Ackiss 

Dr. Cornelia Ware 

American University, Washington, D. C. 

The above-11amed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We req=t =~d and critictl comment. Yourrep0 ~= C\H CUf / ~ 

Director for Fellowships 



~ . ~ ~ CL~ . £it_~ ~o-1-4 ~ 
~ ' I I Q 

Signed ~ £-.t,0 ()__A.J2 s 

J Oar:/r(A...D.?o,_ (,, .,... t 
Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenj},Fun~ , 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illino1s. Addressed, stampe<f env1:ffl&s enclosed. 

L____J • _r-✓ • I 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate __ =Mr~s-..s,_T=-·ri=e=lma=--=D~avi.:...:·=s.....;A=c=k=is=sa.,__ _____________ _ 

Report Requested of Mr . Eugene Anderson 

AmPricen Oniversitv , ~ashington , -D. C. 

The above.-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

~7l<.,-~ 
Director for Fellowships 

Uu I ✓ ERS~TY 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

1,irs . Thelma Di:1.vis Ackiss 

Dr . Ral ph -unche 

Howar d University, ViashinJton, .J • C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. 

REPORT 

This -pro,iect on race rHstincti)ns in ~klr-homa ler.isln.tion has consider able 
r.i.eri t> i n my esti'.;ation. A srries of local an.al vses 1Toulc uro:;:,erl y sm1:Jl enent 
the excellent but r-eneral .,ror·: cione in t re recent vol ,ne b7; . -an-!7llln and the 
earlier one t,r ~epha.rui . .::>uch locnl surve.,...s can be useful , however , onl~- i i' 
done i ntensively ana by p ersons vrell- emlip:ped t o undertake the t ask • 
. h.ile , -rs. .ckiss 1•,aP at -mo;ard she i"as enroller in one or tv-o of 111;'' cl:"s-ses 
and L recall her as a ve'.""'r able student. ~he has mature judr:ment anr conside~­
able er~erience, anc s11ould be able to do a ~ooc1 job on a pro.iect of this nature 
provic'inR she i s willin.Q' to dii;- in all(l -o~sef vere. u er le(]:al trainin/:' nill be 
of @Teat vi:-Jue in a pr oject of this ki nd • 
. h.f' I view i t the r eall y i -iportant pa.rt of this study nill be f ound i n the 
fiel d work rather than i n the anal :'"'"si s of l egal documents . ''hat i s especi ally 
needed, - t h i nk, is social documentation; t he narration of t he actual operation 
and effect of these legal d i s tinctions. \That i s f ound i n t he l aw i s l ess important 
th.an the cctual e"':'fect O''"' the lavr on the comm.1.uli ty. .l'his i s t he document ation 
that s hould be s ought , and i t should be s ought not merel y among t he i.-egro 
i nt,.,l l ectuals but prir"..a.rily among the -•egroes-o-i:Jhe [Je).ds a~e streets~ 
I rather i ncline to t he viacr t"e.t •rs • . 1.cl--; s~ wi. Il'.lnllfi,fa mi~ta.ke ill-S!)enc -;. 
so muc11 t i ,_e i n .1.u1sa and 0:.-<n.l.i-J.rmia v i tv. 1'b.e req.J. b~#;'t

1 
of r ci "'l discr:i. i na­

t ions is b>'orne l ess bv t he -•egroes of the 1 ~ ji tidJJ- d ~-~-pr'~ ps t 11e 
7 ~ OVE ' 
✓ ._________ 
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... ,eproes of the f ields, than by t he -•ein-oes i n the small tonlS--not the all­
--ei,:ro coromuni ties--but the ~,e,:;·roes who o.:re in t·:ie minority and com:9letely 
eroosed in t he to"ms of 10 , 000 and under , where they are in daily co11tact ,-ri th 
the •11.1:li te :po'PUlation • -bese :i.Je/l"Toes ha.ve little or no protection; there are no 
organisations , no pressure ~rouns , none of the anonymity that accom9anies life 
in the lar~er cities . i would strons:rly urPce that if --rs . Ackiss i s -perm.i tted 
a c-rant for this nroject she be requested to five urrent attention to this 
asnect of the nrorlem. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? / e_s 

Address - ~kY.l~l-~~[.L.f-~~~~!!tN~~~~~ _L_~~!...!l_'I~~~~~~ 

. 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius ~ ose un~ , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped env encl.._osed . 

......___J 1 - U u I ✓ ERS~TY 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate _ _ _ i_:Ar_s_._T_h_el_1_na_ D_a_v_i _s_J.._c_k_i_s_s _________________ _ 

Report Requested of..._ __ M_r_. _L_._C_._ H_un_t_e_r ____________________ _ 

American Uni versity , Washington, D. C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

~/'U-~ 

REPORT 

Director for Fellowships 

Miss Acki ss is one of our graduate students i n hi story whose work 

has been i n~errupt ed for f i nanc i al a nd personal +easons. She i s nC7t'r pre-
.. 

pari ng to proceed wi th her doctoral di ssertati on . · In h'.er work w1 th me 

she has made an excellent impression . She has a mature mind, thi nks 

clearly and quickly and at ti~s shows flashes of brilli am::e . Her back­

grCAllld of work i n law and soc i al science is part i cularly valuabl.El trai n -

i ~ f or work i n Amer i can ht stary . I regard her as a distinctly promisi ng 

graduate student . Her proposal to study the development of the all-Negro 

cOJ'lmluni ty of Boley, Oklahoma has favorably impressed the several members 

of our Depa rtment of History and v,e think! tha t Ji,. 3/ ~.i n a to ( 

make a really valuabl e contr.ibution • ... I) 1 J _,_ #)J}~ . )) 17 

~c~ ovEk 
-✓ I * 

Louis 0 .Hunter , ' 1 1 

Prr5esro 1J of Amer can t ist:r· 5 I T y 



... 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signeu...-_______________ _ ______________ _ 

Position or Title. ___________________________ _ 

I te . t C:::::: 7 -------- --- -----------+--~1/a f l ~ 

Please return to the Director for. Fellowships, uli\.16 ~O"Ji d Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, srmpea en;iff'is enclosed. 

, 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate ___ fi_lI'_s_~_T_h_el_m_a_ D_a_vi_·_s_A_c_k_i_s_s _ _ _______________ _ 

Report Requested of _ __ l!_r_._1'l_il_l_i_a_m_E_. _T£.....::y:-l_o_r _ _ _ _________ _____ _ 

Lincoln Univer~it; Law School , St . Loui s , MisEouri 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to thi.s inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who a.pply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

~71L-~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

The candidate was a student of mine for three years while I was Professor 
and Deen of the Howard University School of Lew., Washington., D. c. I have known 
her personally and intimately for the last eleven years. In -rey opinion she has 
one of the best minds of any yotmg woman in the country. She has a pleasing 
disposition., a winning personality and tmlimited energy for studious application 
and has always been interested in social problems. 

The plan of work impresses me very favorably. It is -rey opinion that she 
has the ability., in the proposed study., to make a note wortey contribution in the 
field of soci al history. 

Mrs. Ackiss is the first colored student to be admitted to the American 
)Jniversity in Washington., D. c. Shortly after her admission t hereto., the Deen 
of the Graduate School approached me and stated that he was most favorably im­
pressed with her and with her work and that altho her admission was an experiment 
in the matter of admitting coloreds tudents., her work and her personality had so 
impressed the members of the staff that there :wa ha dly ,~ doubt tat t e p~li 
:would be -continued J t\( 

l)J\ 
,it 

U IVERSI 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Absolut ely 

SignOO~~ 

Position or Title Dean, Lincoln University School of Law 

Addres..,_s _____ 4_30_0_ S_t ___ • _F_e_r_d_in_an_ d_ A_v_e_n_u_e ____ -----,--____________ _ 

u I /ERSITY 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate ___ =Mr::....:..:...s ..:..... _T_h_;e:..._l_m_a:........=D..::a-'-v..::i .:c..s _A_c..:....k.;..;.i::...;$:....;S;__ _ _______________ _ 

Report Requested of _ __ J_ti __ d-g~e_J_a_m_e_s_ A_._C_ob_b ____________ ______ _ 

611 F Street , N. W. , Y,ashington, D. C. 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

~7U-~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

In r eP.lY to your query I beg t o say that I have lqlo,vn Mrs . ?nelma Davis 
Ackiss for some twelve or fourteen ye~rs . She came under my observation as 
a pupil in the Howard University Law School and on her behalf I beg to say 
she was an excellent student and a _per son of good charactar . Aft e r her grad­
uation from the Law School, she took the examinat ion and became a member ,of 
the W~shington Bar and in that capacity she appeared before me while I was on 
the bench in a number of ca ses in which she was the att orney . She prepared 
and t ried her cases unusua lly well , so much so that s he was considered .by .., 
the judges , a l awyer who was absolutely r e liable , Subsequently thereto she 
entered t 11.:i American Univers ity and my information is , that her s ame high de­
gree of scholarship and re l i abil ity was maintained . 

Since going to Oklahoma, she has kept in touch with me by cor respondence 
and I have every r.aason to believe that if the opportunity be her s , she will 
make an investigation worth of the Foundation and hel pfu l to the cause . 

J 

u I E R s I Ty 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

In answer to the foregoing I would say• " Yes ." 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, s 

U IVERSITY 



JULIUS ROSENW ALO FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Application and accompanying documents should be filed as early as possible for the convenience of the Fellowship 
Committee, preferably during the early autumn. No application can be considered by the Committee unless the 
completely filled-out blank and all of the materials requested reach the Director for Fellowships by January 5, 1942. 

Negro~ White Southerner D 

Nam, in full .. J~ lJ~ ~ { JJ'.1,,~ ') .......... ......... . 
Present address . /.f . ~ .!:. /1. . _q~_f'.-f'. . ..... ?t ~ -....... . <./~ .. . 

(/;_, ~ State 

P"man,nt addcess . / .0 / 5 . ~ : .!:: .. • ~ H -. •i, · · · · · · · · · · · ci,Y · · · · · :'1J. · · · · · ·~ 
Present position (be specific) .. tf.~ .. ... ~ .. ~ .~ ············· 

I . . . . ..:J... 1 G{~..... .. A ~ 60-o 
nst1tut1onor~~··· ·· · ···n~· ···· nnual sa~ . 

Address . /] .. ........ . ........... ~ .... . . ......... .... .. ..... ............. .. .. ... ............ . 
City State 

Dates of p«iod lo, whi,h g,ant is d"iced ~ / ., / .f .'f}., . ..,., . ~ . . 1, f 9. '13 ......... .. .... . 
What is you, .,,imate of the total ducation of the pcoposed pcojwl . .. ~ ·~ ..... ....... .... .. . 

Will you return to your present position? .'lz. ... . If not, for what position do you seek further training? . .. .. . . . . 

... J.~········ ···· ··· · ········ ·· ······················· · ···· · ····· · ·· · ····· · · · · ····· • 

If you contemplate graduate study, please fill in the following: 

'

uh · · · d · l d? /)J /4' • ~ • • (1 ~k 4, y· '.\ ,v at mst1tut1011 o you w1s 1 to atten .. . ~ .. "'.'~. . . . .. . "'.'. . . . . . . . ..... . r . ...... J . . . . . . . 9 

Have you been admitted? ~ ... . Foe what degcee will you w ck? . Sr:J.. I 1 .. , .. , . . . .. . . .. . ... .... . . 

Under whose supervision? .... .'.~ .¥..~ ..... .... Depal tme~t of. . . 
1
. ·

1

·, ••..•.. 
l 1. 

u IVIERS Ty 



Personal History 34:, 

Pim of birth .. )/~, -~ ·- ·· ·· · ····· ... Date of birth.~ /.s;_tf.~,. 

Single, mariied, widow'.d, divo,ced .. . ~ ~ J-f:i,.ff,. ~ -~I!. 
Name and address of wife or husband-~ . '. . -~ ......... ~· .. ...... .. . .. . . ................. . 

Occupation and s,la,y of wile or husband ... . e ~ ......................................... . 
Number and ages of children . .... -~ . ...,-:-:-... /. f,_ .. ~ . /. ~ ..................................... . 
Dependents.- ~ ........ To what extentl . -~~ ... .. Relationship ... ~ - .. 

Have you any constitutional disorder or physical disability? ....................... . ... ......... . ... . .. . .. . . 

(The Committee on Fellowships reserves the right to require a full physical examination.) 

Education 

One official transcript of your college and university records together with five copies must be submitted with your 
application. (Copies may be typed by the applicant.) 

College 

University 

Professional 
or technical 

Special study 

Name of Institution Period of Study 
(Give dates) 

Degrees, Diplomas, 
Certificates 

(Give dates) 

.. -.. '. .» ............. ~~-- . .ff //1:~ )~,~ .... f:t ~ : ........ . 
. . . . 1.1. ?--.1-rJ.,,. ... t. t-. Id. ~ ..... . . 
.... ..1.~!.lr.~1 .. ..... M . .-.~ : .... .. . 

. . -'-~~- . . . :1.1. ~f:,,, ~ .T.~ (.1,3,. ..... ................ . 

. . ... . . K~ . .r~~~-.4~.1-'.1.1., ..... --····· ··· ··· ····· 

.. . . .................. .... ............................... .. ...................... 

u IVERSITY 



Experience 

Give record chronologically. 

Institution or Organization Address Position Inclusive Dates Annual 
Salary 

............... . ...... ... .... ' ...... .... ....... . .. .. . . ..... ... ..... . .. ... . . . . ...... .... .. .......... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................. . ............. . ........... . ........... . 

Accomplishments 

I. Of what learned, scientific, or artistic societies are you a member? ...................................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. What research or creative work have you done? (If in business or a profession, give evidence of standing and 
achievements.) 

·· 11~·A:4✓- .. ~ -.i~~ .. A-!.r~ 
. f:l .. ·. <- : .. ~ . r .. ~ ~ ~ .............................. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.., 3. Publications (Books and articles. Give title1 date, and publisher.) ... ................. . ................. . 

I Y.~4,,_, '.'.[~.,..,.._ · .... ~ ,·.'.~ .~ .c!p.:-.. . 
~ti · ·~ ·1··· · ······· ,vv,,,~~',p,,,'V--- ~-· ~ .. 1. .9.).~ .... ... . 
s~~ " -T--:L.- ~~ r~ ,,..,~~'--' ~ f:l:':JJr 

···~ ·····~··· ~ ······~·!J·~ ·········~ 
···~ · ~ ·············· ~--....... . ... ~ ... .... ............................. . 

4. List scholarships or fellowships you have previously held or now hold, stating in each case the places and periods 
of tenure, the studies pursued during your incumbency, and the amounts of the stipends . 

. . ✓-~ ........... ..... • . .. . ef..~Vvy\;\,~,Z..... . .f.:t!. ~ 

.1.?.~.. z.r~.t . ~~ .T~.ef.. . ..... t .... ,~~~ 
/'If ~ :" _....,.,_.____.. ~--CT.~ . IDllli· .. ·~ · .... 

U IVERS~TY 



Budget Estimate 

Room and board .... . ................... . 
Clothing ...... . ....................... . 
Insurance .... . ........................ . 
Tuition .............................. ! . 
Transportation ., .......... . . , .. \ . : .: .. .. ; . 
Miscellaneous .......... ......... .... . .. . 

Total amount needed 
Amount applicant can provide 

'/, .. ?.~ ... . 
. .t✓. .~ ... . 

..... 'f P .. . 

. ',.i, . i-i;.. . .. 

:j : ¥. P::: 
$ .... ' . .. '' .. 

$ /~~ ··· 
$ .. ....... . . . 

Clip ( do not paste) 
photograph here 

Amount requested from Fund '/,. /~~-.. 

~~~~;~:r ::::;-....__ _______ _ 
If you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship for the same period (which is, of co~rs'e, per­
missable) state the facts regarding such application. 

References 

List references from whom confidential information may be obtained concerning your professional qualifications and 
from whom expert opinion may be obtained .JS to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work. 

Name of Reference Position Address 

Submit a statement giving detailed plans for your work during the tenure of your fellowship. This statement should 
include: (I) a full description of the project, including its character, scope, and significance; (2) the present state 
of the project (time of commencement, progress to date, etc.) and expectation as to completion; (3) the proposed 
university, institution of similar grade, or other place where work would be carried on, and the authorities with 
whom it would be done; ( 4) your expectation as to publication or use of the results of your study; (5) subsequent 
plans for your career. Ii 
Your plan of work should be carefully prepared. Submit seven copfes typed on r ~~ "xll" our namf 
should be on each sheet. I J J !~ 
SIGNATURE. d.~ .. 7.'.~ .. ~ ...... 1K~~/ ··· 

u ~ V E R S TV 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
f 

<.AA./ 

Mr. Wot.ell c. !!.!JJ..-
.6oz l33, wngaton Univer si ty 

Langston, Oklahoa 

4901 Ellis A venue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. ?2,0 

Date lioftmber 30, 1943 

~daJ!lbor wtallment (~t in tull ot •xwa•ioa 

to tellov11».ip grru1t) - - - - - - - - - - - - - t2;o.oo 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

I egro Fellowahipa 1250.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All 

1J J 

Credit 

Compµoller 

J / 



.. 

i 1:.-
_o 
uJ2~ ~J 

l ovemb&r 2.3, 1943 

Dear !!r s . A.cki s s : Thank y ou very lllu ch for your 
i nt er esting letter, and f or 

Worming ae of your present work &.nd the .i;rogrees 
of the inves t i gation6 under your Joint fellowshi p 
with .t.tr . Hill. 

>, 

I a~ s orry to ba.ve to point out 
that i t is not the y011oy of the f el1-owshi p COD­
mittee to make grants for summer t era study. Fe ~low­
ahi,tis are awarded for not les s than six contbs ot 
con tinuous work. You Wil l, I bJa sure, remember the 
corres pondence incident t o the award cade to you 
and Jr. Hill, Z!.nd the di!'f icult;y •hieh you had in 
11ee ting the requir ements. Unlcae you are now pr e­
pared to subait fl. long- t erm peri od of study- involv-
1.ne cont inuous work, I do not f eel that it is ad­
•is.ble t or you to appl y. 

I huve ~rea tl7 enjoyed readlng 
'1'l'he CUlt ure of a Contemporary ill-He.gi-o Qo;rmnmity, 11 

and I shall be bl 6d t o have a r eprint of your artic.le. 
I also f ound the resear ch note, P-Q}i;).l\hou l e6roes 
Ver sua Ok.lahozaa R1a.t ives", very interest ing. fie have 
all been gl ad to see that your articl es are appear ­
ing regularl y iu the s cientif ic j ourru..ls . 

Sincerel y yours , 

Urs. Wi lliaJ C. Hi-:rsood 
Acting- Director ror Fellowshi ps 

llr s . TheL..~ D...vis Acki ss 
2219 .Dowlini; Street 
Houston 3, Texas lJJ~li 

J.~1/.~, 
'1 f ! . 
~ 

' l f I ,, 

u IVERS 

,.. 
fji 
~ ... . 
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Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue ' r4'\. \ 1 f ::: L- • J \__. 

~ - l 1 1 i \' u! I 11 V CHICAGO --
Payment Voucher No. 7,102 

Date October 29, 194.3 

Lan;;ston, Okla.home. 

lfOnmber installment. CAil tolloweh1p - - - - - - - $250.00 
(1'1nal p&)'1Mnt) 

Accounts Appropriation No. 

llegro Fellowships 42-5 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AK 

LJ j 

Debit Credit 

Comp~roller , 

J I 



Julius Rose!lwald FuqdcLLO\"VSH I 
4901 Elbs Avenue r L:. V PS 

CHICAGO 

To 

r'IOX 1.33, i.o.fl6SWn f.mi'ler-it7 

l.nngat,~n, Oklahoma 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date Septi;imber 301 194) 

October inetall..tl.ent on fellowship - - - - - - - $2SO.OO 

Ac-counts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fellowship• 42-5 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AM 

lU V E'. R S 

Credit 

Comptroller 

f I 



Julius Ro,enwald Eu.nd LO.\JI\JS!.-; ·\p~ 
4901 Ellis Annue f EL 'V I I U 

. CHICAGO 

To {_ Payment Voucher No. 6800 

Mr. Uo%ell c. fiill Date J.uaust 3l, 194:3 - Box 13J 

S• ;>tembor ino~nt on fellowship grmt - - - - - .. - - - - 2;o.oo 

AC'COODtl Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fellowships 42-5 $250.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 
J ] 

NT 

tU 



D~er Mr. Hill: 

FELLOWSH IPS 
o J 1~_..tJ ~ rvd ~ ! 

Auguat 25 , 1943 

I shall f ee thAt payment 

of your fellowRhip grnnt 

is Eade to you in th~ee equal aonthly inst.<111-

aents , r eyaole on the firs t of SepteF-ber, 

October nnd NovCJI:~ur. Unl e ss notified to t.hn 

oontrary, these checks will be mailed to 

Box 13J, Wlngston, Okl.Rhoma .. 

DAl:NT 

lfr. Mozell C. H.Ul 
Box 133 
Laneston, Oklahoma 

Very trul y your s , 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDr~ 

U ~VERSITY 



M. C, Hill, 8ocio'l<>1111 

E. L. Tatum, PoliticaZ Science. 

T. D. Acknss, Hi,story V. C. Foster, Sociology 

W. H. Hale, Sociolt111 

t="EL,_0 t<3HIPS 
LANGSTON UNIVERSITY 

Social Science Department J1I"' 

Langston, Oklahoma J~~ 

•• ..... 0 • ,.,i 11 :. qy-, C. :::n-:;:00d 
cti~~- n 4rPc~or f'or ~ellows'hi~s 

J111 ins I!ose~l""l lrl :!:'''"'c.1. 
4901 Ell 4 s Avr..,•1e 

I 

;;.--a 

Cbica~o, !71 ~nn5s 
1
- r---t--l--1L 
- L ______ .1..__j___ 

~rs. ('l·i S"' a"'r::i :r 'hav0 hPP'1 i;1 ' cn.,..,-!"ere"'.""' f'or 
tlie past n-10 VJCA1'S l,p.,.,e et r,0 Y1-:citon, ~+tt!!""l:'ti"'~ to 
ferret ont th"' v1P::il· s::1ots A.rt i ")rove 011.r ·i!"ve,,r1: - . 

,;cit -io'1.al tocrnl~ne~ before ! ,...o ·into tre ft<>1c1 to 
cover t'h<=> coMmu.."l:.. -ties rinc'lPr "0"'~icP-.,..,l1 tj O"" . 'l"Tr i l. e 
I shA 1 1 he ir-. +-h<=> field MQ<:1+ of' the timP , I wo,,ld 
':'refer th.at ,.,,:" mny,th7-;: che,.,ks b 0 rna" 1 Pel +o mA Pt 
I .an-:;~ton, Or]ahoma ('Rov 133 ). !t w 1] be '3Bt:!.s ­
f~<'tory t"''r,e -r-or .,..,,7 chPc1·s to co:1e ::.n r:onthly in­
~t~l7"'1ents , c;~~tembPr , October, ".nf :!ove:,,hcr . 

L"1 ti-:_,... "en.."1.t'""le , I sha.)7 1:cc!) :--011 upy:-ised 
of ~.,_~r "'Cti Vi t~ es• 

Yo11rs ver·•.; tr,,1 -,y, 
71(9.dR&.1~ 

~\ ;~tJ 
1!100! 

C..t"'Ll 

u u I V E s I { 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

ii 

TCflra. Thelma D Acld.11 

Langotou Um.v~n1v 
Soaial Scie.aoe Doputlllent 
Langston, Oklehama 

4901 Ellis Avenue 

) CHICAGO 1/ Payment Voucher No. if102 

Date luly 301 1943 

FELLOWSHIPS 

• 
August ins t ('1na1 paymont) on fellowahlp - - $2,0.00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

l•gro rellowshipa 41-7 t2so.oo 

}il'ared by Checked by Posted by 

UJ 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A •enue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 6650 

Date 1\Jl.y 1,. l 943 

Dei,urw.~r~... Cit.' i:i<>oial Sciencea 
Langeton Univareit7 
Lansato:1, Oklahoma FELLOWSHIP~· 

4 ,I 

luly w~t on tellowah1p arant - - - - - - - - - ~50.00 

A<"count• 

legro Pellowships 

Prepared by 

UTff 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

41-7 $250.00 

Credit 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
11ra. Thelma D. A.old•• 

Lana•ton tJnlvereity 
Socul Science Department 
Lang1to11, Oklahoaa 

Accounts 

legro :rellonhipa 

Prepared by Checked by 

.&I 

Posted by 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date 

Appropriation No. 

U-7 

u I V f: 

Debit Credit 

Compuoller 

s r t 



May l ? , 1943 

Dear Mrs. Ackis s: From your recent letter to Mrs . tlaygoo<l 

I gather that you pr&fer to receive 

the full amount of yO\~:.A grant du.ring t he months of June, 

Jul y, and .August and Mr. Hill will receive the total of 

his a.ward during the f'ollowtng three-month period. That 

arrangement is quite agreeable to us. 

The three payi;ients on your .award 

will be mailed to you at Langston UniV'craity. 

tars, Thelma DJ Ackiss 
l.angetoo University 
Social ·Sci ence Dep&rtmbnt 
.L.a,ngston, Oklahoma 

Very truly yours, 

V 

. 
\ 

U IVERSITY 



M. C. Hill, Sociology 

E. L. Tatum, Political Science. 
T. D. Ackii.ss, History V. C. Foster, 8ocwilogy 

W. H. Hale, Sociology 

A. J . Walker, Chairman 

Juli us Ros enwuld Fund 
4901 Ellis .vonue 
Chic eo , I lli noi s 

r:y clear r. rs . H6ygood : 

Langston University 
Social Science Department 

Langston, Oklahoma 

:, 17 

--c-_ 

r H 

\}Jr( 0 

4-- :z 1943 1.ay 

Thanks for your letter of ~3Y 5. I JU hi ghl y gr jtified to h ve 
been _ .. ,_rded H Rosen., 1l d gr ant nd sh 11 be re ,fly to begi n work under 
i t on June 1. I eYpect t o use L 0 ngst on University ns t h e b se from 
whi ch I conduct my sumner f i eld invc.,ti -;;~tions ; hence , I will want my 
mont h ly checks uailec.1 t o ny )re s<Jnt ,ddr e-s. I shall like t o r e ceive 
"'i.Y t hr ee cnec k[' J une 1 , July 1 , ·md 1-1ugust 1 , r espectiv e l y . Thr3t will 
c· r r - me through t he :ncnth of ;..u3u .::;t a t · hich t i e . 1r. h i...l will be 
f r ~e to eo into the fiel d . Of t h t , howeve r , he vi l l co, unic t e ,. ith 
you . 

It i s our int ntion t o spend t!}e f irs t t o "le ks i n June pr e >-r ­
i ng sct1edules ·,nd ot •• e r fie ld t .:ri l s . Bet een June 15 nd ugus t 20 
I nt i ci 1) te coverinc thret of the co·1Ji1uni t i es which , e 0 1·0 Jos e to s tudy . 
I f , a t t h t t i ,e , our .., teri 1 ~-s i n such 3h ,?e t h ~t i t is o~·th ')rAsen­
tin~ f or consult t i on , I shal l be comi ng to Chic g o . If it i s r.."'t , ~:r . 
Hill nd I ~:ill conference here ~t Lan1ston in an t r,e!'?lpt t o f erret out 
t ne \''eek s oots nd i .. 1prove our i nvestig·1tional techni ues '9f ore he s ets 
out ScY)t ember 1 t o cover t lle r Pr.i~ i n ing t nr ee co·•viuni t i es . It ., y de~re l oo 
t h t it ~ i ll be 1or e ,r ofi tAble to w· it until ,!c Loth hr.ive fi n i shed our 
field ,ork ocf Jr e t he vhica~o trip , but we c 1n deci de t hat b~tt er ·£ter 
we h ve )ro jr essed further. In t he ~eent:i.rne we sh 11 k ee p you 3)~ri sAd 
of our· ctivitie s . 

S i ncerely yours , 

J~11:avL 
( Thel ~o D) Ack i s s 

n 
' 

u g I V E R s I T y 



FELLOV,/SH i PS 

lay 6, l94J 

Dear :l!(r . Hill, I fw'l hr.ppy tb,,.t ~ oa t·re .... bl e to 
neoe!,t th•~ felJ o,,. hi }'l ~r ruc~. 

";J.ll you I)l fru~o 1,,•i t,., me ·d,$11 7ou are rerm/ to 
~• &:i.n wo.e".. 1.L• l t)r ·l,:K~ at•;~i.l, au6 tell L'le t.:) l!hfit 
Mdras :s. 1..ia.ya.ent s shoul d be a"0nt? 'fb e usual ur­
r ~ee~ent i t1 f or t 'ttrlUlh in!$t.u.l. e-.it ~ ou t he !'l rat 
of keh ... out.h, s pr -eail ov~r 1-J:w period f or which 
t!1~ c-,:~art. 16 w:.d.e. 

An"¥ chango of i,ddress duri~ t he 
tenure of your f e llowship shoulC:. bt; report.ad to 
us iuediately t.o t,hat there will be no d el ay in 
your r eceiving ollecks. 

Kr, titozell c. l!_iJJ. 
Langs ton Universit y 
Lanbston , O~lahoN 

Siceerel;y youra, 

YANDI V. HA, .:aOvU 

Mrs . 'lfilllru& C. Haygood 
Actini - D1rector f or Fellowoh.ips 



-:-cLLOWSt-J I PS 

May 5, 1943 

Dear iu.-s. ~ckiss: I am happy that you are able 
w a ccept t.he fellosshi p grant. 

iu . .i.l you -please write i:ae when you ar e ret•.cy t o 
begin wor4 unaer the awarl<, and t ell ;:ie to Y1hat 
address payment s sboula be sent? Tbe usual ar ­
r angement is for r egular ins~.li;.ent s on the first 
or each J1onth, si;read over the J.er iod f or which 
1.he awl'Ci is aade. 

J.n7 ehazit;e or aaaress during 
the tenure o.!' your f ellowshl .v shoul d be report9d 
to us imlaediately ao tht.t r.here will be no del ay 
in your r &cei ving checks. 

Sincerel y yours , 

' D 

VH:lJLU 
Mrs . 1\'illia.m C. B&ygood 

Acti.ne- t i reotor for l"e.lloiships 

Mrs l 1bel.mn D. Ackiss 
~ },.ton Uai ve~ 
Lang s tor. Oklahaa 

u I 

T 4i~~l h~!J. 

Jr! 
V E R s I T·v 



MRS WM C HAYGOOD-,-ACT'l 1VE O·1RECTOR FOR FELLOWSHIPS= 

DL~ JUL.-11US ROSEf~WALD FUND 4901 EL:Ll1S AVE DREX 7 100= 

FELlCOWSHrPs GRANT -ACCEPT~D= 

\ MOZEL~ C ) H'I LL AND \THELMA 0-: A~~~S~ _ 

J 

THE CO~ANY WILL APPRECIATE SUOOESTION8 FROM bT$ PA➔S <1NCERNlNO I'('s SERVI~ 



February 10, 1943 

Dear ,lr. Hill &nd !lrs. A.cltisn : 

In ~ecordnnce ~ith you:r instructions, 
I hl.?e rav::..sed your epplicction to c01tfor~ to 
the sug~ested ebl.:.!lgc£. I ahull su b!.'li t both 
a-pplications w the Cclili!littee, ~,,nd should your 
request be fa7orably ~cted Ufon, the Co~.nittee 
will r.iake f iual . cieaision as to v.bether the rel­
lowsbip "Will be join.:. or individual in character. 

WCH:l£L1J 

fir . Mo~ell C. Hill 
lb's . Thel ma D. _._~ :t ffl; 
L:.mgston Univet& } 
tangston, Oklahoma 

Sincerely yours, 

U IVERSITV 



M. C. Hill, Sociology 

E. L. Tatum, Political Science. 
T. D. Acloiss, H-i;3tory V. C. Foster, Sociology 

w_ H. Hale, Sociology 

Langston U niversiiy 
Social Scie:ice Department 

Langston, Oklahoma 

J anu ary 28 , 1943 --
A. J . W alker, Chairman ,-~ --y/, -

• 
Dr. William Haygood 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chica.go , Illinois 

Dear Dr. Hay good: 

f--~-
I_ -

In reply to your recent l etter we are sub­

mi tting separ a te, subs ti t ut e budget sta tements 

and also a substitu t e Meth od of Procedure to be 

att a ch ed to ou r orig ina l Plan of Work in the 

pla ce of our orig inal llethod of Pr ocedure. You 

will note tha t we have shortened our fellowshi 1- , 
P '•''\¥1-ll~ ,, I C\'t-3, 

pe riod to Jix monthsAand our budget estimate 

a ccor di ngly, since, under our pres ent :pl an, we 

expect to do our own fi el d ,, or k . We woul d a l s o 

lik e to ch ange t h e number of communities to be 

studied fr om eleven to s ix . As p er your 

sugges tion , t h e Committee can cons ider our 

applicat i on s jointly or indi vidually . 

'os 

~~·- , ~~ 
-/--

Uu 1\/ERSITY 



J anuary 15, 1943 

Dear Mrs . Ackiss and Ll:r . Hill: This i a a Joint repl y to your 
lett er to me end the letter 

fro~ Jlrs . Ackiss to Llr. Embree. llr . !)r.bree und I a re a ru.;.re 
of the cirCUC1stanceB which h~ve to be tak:e11 i nto cons i dera­
tiOll in your j oint applicati on, but we do not s•e any way 
in -r-:hicb excep tions can be made in our fello11ship compet iti on, 
recuia ted as it i s by s tAted and i:uolished rule-a se t up f or 
the purpose or insuring f e.i r n,ess to the hundreds of applicants 
who apply each year. 

I t hi nk the be~t procedure 
ffould be for each of you to f ile an i ndependent application 
based on the Joint projec t stat e.aent, each application to 
have e s~par at e budget. In thi s way the ColJllllittee can con­
sider you as indirldual applicants or as joint applicant s . 
Th~ firs t meeting or the Colrunittee will be hel.d in r.!n.r ch, 
and after that meeting I will be able to tell you whether or 
not it nill be advi sable f or one or both of you t o Il&ke appli­
cation f or sabbatical l eave. 

The pl an of work which you 
have submitt ed with your Joint appl ica tion will s erve f or the 
Committee ' s consi dera tion unle&s you ~i sh to r evis e it in t he 
light of the a bove suggest.ion. In any case, I will have to 
bh.ve a new budget statement froin e!>t.ch or you. 

l&rs.~Theka n. Ackisa 
Mr. M. C. Hill 
Department of Social Science 
tangstou Universi ty 
Langston, Ok.lahoina 

Sincerely yours, 

L l 
N 

'C..];:;;...J 

U N I V E R s I T y 



M. c. Hill, Sociology 

E. L. Tatum, Political Science. 

f '1'. D. };ck,iss, History 
~ ,_ V. C. Foster, 8oe10logy 

_ W. H. Hale , Sociology 

Langston University 
Social Science Department 

Langston, Oklahoma 

t- ~LLO; SHIPS 

A. J. \\Talker, Chairman 

Mr . Edwin Embree, President 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Mr. Embree:: 

------

It has been about two years since I first discussed 
with you the possibility of making a study of all l\egro 
communities in Oklahoma. At that time I was engaged in 
research at the Social S,cience Department of Fisk Univer­
stty. As I recall, our conversation on this matter was 
interrupted and we never pursued it further but I have 
thought of it very seriously since that time. I have, 
in fact, with a colleague, Mozell C. Hill, made an ap­
plica tion for a Rosenwald grant to carry on such an 
investiga tion. 

It now appears doubtful whether our application will be 
submitted to the Rosenwald Board . Mr. Hill and I hope 
that the technicalities involved in our application can 
be cleared up , but if not I presume that our materials 
will be returne d to us. All of that brings me to my 
point i n writing this letter to you. Ent i rely aside 
from the business angle of the proposition, I would con­
s i der i t a personal favor if you would , at any time con­
veni ent to you, read the articles whi ch ha ve been submit­
ted in support of our applicat ions, and let us have your 
critical reactien to them. I quite realize how very 
many pressing demands take up your time, hence do not 
expect a line-by-line editorial job. Since it happens, 
however, tha t I know so well your familiarity with the 
general theme of race relations, and since you have 
partially expressed to me some most interesting opinions 
on the all-l\egro community, I cannot resi s t the attempt 
to obtain from you a few comments on our initial efforts 
i n t his connecti on. Your observations would, I am cer­
tain, be valuable to us for future research, whether or 
not we secur-e a subsidy. ] • 

In the meantime, I have not relinful l hed -the ~ B:Pe of con­
versing with you >-ibout this research i

1

pr.oblem - ~ n ne-x V 
our paths cross. t~~ 
With best wishes for your continued uccess iJ..J!m 

j J 

U 
Cor<jiia y ygurs, 

J .. .J ~ ~ ,. ;zy., !v.......,v:..,<.,,~ 1r y 



FELLOvVSHIPS 

Dececber 29, 1942. 

Dear Mr . Hill: I have just been retidi ng the interesting 
pl.t.n of -.or k suboitted by you and 

Mr G. Ackias , and I am uddr.ssing t hi s let ter t o you both. 

One of the bosic requ1re~ents set up by 
our Corilmittee on Fellowships 1s tht'..t f ello1tships shall be 
for full-time endeavor. In order to meet thi s your present 
plan to devote only three days a week to your project will 
have to be revised 1£ I am to pr esent your t pplication to 
the Goilllllitt ee. I hope it wi l l be },IOasi bl e for both you 
und Mr s . Ackiss to have l eave f or full-time work so tha t 
:,our present plan need be chnnged only in the a.moW1t or 
time devoted to 'the s tudy. In the event that a. l eave will 
be possible :for only one of you, perhaps you would \'.ls-h to 
cons i der changing your plans to encOllpass an applica tion 
from only one person. 

Mr, i ot el1\i111 
L.,.. 7 Ston tJr~ty 
L&ngs ton, Oklahoma 

u 

Sincer ely yours, 

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOO 

L 1 ti c ~ . J 

I V E R s I T y 



.I DeeembeF 11, 1942. 

D;aar fAr . Rarrlson: 1banlt you fo-r- your letter or 
Decem~ r 8 . llr. Hill Md 

Mrs. Acki ss have written f or applicetion bl anks 
in connection with their study of' the Ne6ro in 
Oltlaho~, and I am gl ad to have your letter of 
recommend.1t ion in s upport of t.hi s proJect. I f 
we need any f urther infor;.1~tioo you nw.y be sure that 
I will cull on you. 

WCR:MLU 

Mr. G. L. Harrison 
Langston University 
La:n~ston , OklahOI:1& 

Sincerely yours, 

WiLL ,., \.,, I r, uv-.J!J 

I 

l). 

U IVERSITY 



Charge to the account of_ ____ ______ ___ :.c::~~L _ _ ________ _ __ ,$ _ ______ _ 
,/ CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \. 

WESTERN DOMESTIC CABLE 1206-D 
l(L[GRAM O R01NARY 

o.v URGENT 
LtTIER RATE 

SCRlAL O(<t RR( O 

UNI ON ovtRmc,-n NIGHT 
T(L[GRAM LCTTER 

!,P(CIAL St<IP 
SER\'IC:E RADIOGRAM 

Pavan,. :r.!tou!d ehedt dH& of M l"f"CII 
dtaml; o4hi:rwi6e the ~ 1: -,II 1-

lnNmh«d u i. telegram or R . B . WH ITE NEWCOMB CARL TON J.C. WILLEVER 

"' «d1\\ffY c.1b1ecuu. PRESIOENT C HAIR MAN O F T'"4 E BOA.RO FlfltS T V ICE•PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram, subject lo the term• on ba~k hereof. which are hereby agreed lo 

7,u<... 
~ Mozel l Hill 
Langston University 
Langston, Oklahoma 

FELLO vSHtPS 
December 10, 1942 1 

Bl anks and instructions mail ed yesterday. 

Wil liam C. Haygood 

Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Elli s Drex 7100 M.LU 

.I CHECK ' 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

T IME FILEO 



WE 
- ~ ✓ ' ✓ 1201 SYMBOLS 

Cl.ASS OP SE!WICS . - DL-Doy Lettu 

This is a fotl-nte 
Telegram or Cable- NT-O-,emJah<T•losra• 

,:m unless Its de- • ( 25) i.c- o.mttd C.ble 
red chai;acter ls In, 

STERN 
dicatcd by a auitahle UNI ON NLT-c.bl. Ncht Letttt 
symbol above OT pre-
ccdin:: the address. A. N . WILLIAM S NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAlfltMAN 0,, T"H£ &OARD 

J.C. WILLEVER 
FIRST VICC-PA&8101CNT _,, 

. . "\ Sblp ludlosntm 
~Al!StDIENT 

ME at Int of or' Time of receipt " ST• 
, r ME'd 'POi,DC of clelilfn■tioD 

The lil!Dg umo ebown ,n the date line on telee,ama and day !ettere la STANDARD Tl po ii!D-

CBD29 52 4 EXTRA DL=GUTHRI E OKLA 10 852A 
DR WILLIAM C HAYGOOD= 

4901 ELLIS AVE= 
~

1 UJ ltt£/lr to 
I 

PLEASE FORWARD FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION BLANKS FOR MOZELL HILL 
AND THELMA ACKISS SOCIAL· SCIENCE TEACHERS WHO WILL ASK 
SUBSIDY FOR A JOINT PROJECT ON THE ALL NEGRO COMMUNITY~ 
IF THERE ARE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINT APPLICATION 

PLEASE ADVISE~ LETTER OF EXPLANATION FOLLOWS WHEN WE HEAR 
FROM You~ PLEASE RUSH= 

MOZELL Hill LANGSTON UNIVERSIT~ ~ kGSTON OKLA~ 

FE!-LOWSHIPS t filji 
ACK I S s-. Tim COMl'ANY WI.LL APPRECIATE BUOOESTIONS FROM JiTS PATRO'B CO~CER}(IJ\0 Tl18 S1':llVlC1' 



0$cember 9, 1942 

Dear Mi ss Rill: Your letter of Movember 21 has been 
unanswered because of t:1y abser1ce 

fro~ t he off ice on a lot1t; fiel d trip. 

We shall be gl ad to reeeive apylica­
tions from both you and Ura. Ackiss f or your yroJect 
on the Negro in Oklahoma. I am enclosing sets of 
blanks for each of you. The procedure will be for 
each to tile a copy of the printed fora with all of 
the required material. EnOUi;th copies of your proJect 
su..tement should be sent to enabl e us to send one to 
each 0£ your r eferences, and to M ve two extras for 
office use. 

Mias Kozell C. Hill ( )4 I_ I ) 
Lan6aton Universi~~ iw~ 

tangs to.o., 01tlaho1:1a 

Sincerely yours, 

WILL:,:.,;,: ~ : ,,.,'fGCOt, 

Aj 

Jt 
U IVERSITY 



G. L.HARRISO N 

~RES I CENT" 

Dr William C Haygood 
Director of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Elli s Avenue­
Chicago, Illinois 

liy dear Dr Haygood: 

In reply to your letter of inquiry concernit_}g members of my faculty 
who are qualified for Rosemrald Fellowships, I wish to commend to 
you llll' A:ozeE. C Hill and Lrs l'heh1a D_/\rki ~.§.., who are , I understand 
making a jof nt app'!icatio11 . 'l'hey are connected with th<J 0ocial 
Science LJepartment . hr Hill is lJirector of our new unit of research 
and :,irs Ackiss is Coordinator of Laterials of' the same. This unit 
is particularly interes;:,ed at present in cooperating in the Land 
Grant College research program under the sponsorship of Dr ,. E 8 DuBois . 
In addition to carrying on this program at Lang ton, 1,r Hill and 
Mr s '•ckiss are also engaged in a joint research project cc.ntering 
around the eleven all Kegro Communities of Oklaho:.ia . 

In :r.y estimation they are eminently -iualified to pursue this 
investigation and I huve been strengthened in this opinion by the 
int--r1.;.st shown by editors ,.ho are puolishing so • .1e of their materials . 
In this connection I might say that a fellm:ship to these members of 
our research staff would not only enable theJ.J. to complete their own 
studies, but ,wuld greatly facilitate the i nterests of the administration 
in building up i ts program of research. 

If you shpuld desire further inform.1tioA about the f itness of these 
candidates for a fello1rship or aoot..:t the objectives of our research 
program I ;rill be most happy -r,o correspond with you. 

t /2 ( 

Bi~1 
GLH/fLrn f 1 

u I V E R s I Ty 



Dr V/illiam Haygood 
Director of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 ~llls 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr Haygood: 

j_ _ _ _ 

i 

I ao a teacher in tb~ Social Science Department at Langston 
University. A colleague in the Department , .t...rs Thelma D Ackiss, 
and I are engaged in a resear ch pr oject of the "Negro in Oklah..,,,a 11 • 

Part of the "ork which vre are doi ng is in connect ion with the 
Negro Land Grant College Cooperative Social Study, of which I 
am director for this school. The other part of our research, 
which we are ca r rying on i ndependently, c oncer ns especiall y 
Negroes who live in all Negr o Communities , of v1hich there are 
tvrelve in this stu 1., e . Obviously our independent investigation 
dovetails with the cooperative study, from both of which efforts 
we exlJect to nave sufficient r.~aterials for t wo or more volUl'!l.es . 

In a recent cor::ference vrith Or Harrison, President of t his 
i nstitution, we vrere encouraged to make a joint application for 
subsidy to ass ist us in prosecuting this progr am, particularly 
that part which we are attempting inJ.ependently. 

In this connect ion , we Y1ill appr eci.3.Lc your advice as to how to 
proceed in rr.aking a joint appli~ation ; a l so your candi d opinion 
as to whether a study of the Negro in Oklahor.:ia ; interpreted 
historical ly, socially, economically . and psychologicaL'..y , would 
warrant the filing an application. If so, please for1~ard the 
necessary blanks to us at your earliest cor:venience . 

Sincerely yours , 

i1CH/flj 

u I I E R S I 



M. c. Hill, Sociology 
E. L. Tatum, Political Science. 

A. J. Walker, Chairman 

T. D. Ac~iss, Hi,<Jtory V. C. Foster, Sociology 
W H. Hale, Sociology 

Langston University 
Social Scie::ice Department 

Langston, Oklahoma 

December 18, 1942 

·-----,~1 XI 
I -

,~, 
.-.c.._:_ 

I I --!-
t _I ---1 I 

-- I 
Dr 1,i lliam Haygood 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

-----
Chi cago , Illinoi s 

lJy dear Dr Haygood: 

Thanks f er your telegrat1 apprisi ng us of the 
fact that our applications had been sent . 1.e 
are sending herewith tne required materials 
for re·1uesting a Rosenwald grant, plus two 
articles writ ten by 1irs Ackiss and me . Should 
there be additional infor mation needed to 
strengthen our a1Jplications , we will be glad 
to forward sarae . 

Sincerely yours , 

l:CH: lsj 

iJ 

' ' ' I 

u IVERSITY 



June 25 , 1942. 

Dear Yrs . Ackiss : Your transcripts 

were returned 

a bout t.,,o weeks ego, t o the Na shvi lle 

addr ess . I do hope they are forwarded 

to you. Should they be undeli ver able 

they will, of oourse , be r eturned to 

this off ice, and I wil l send them on 

at onca. 

Very truly yours , 

Seorsto.ry t o . .tr. Haygood 

Mrs . Thelmt1. D. Acki ss 
P. O. Box 28'} 
Cl aremore, Okl ahoma 

,,.. 

U IVERSITY 
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SANITARIUM 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Hr s . Thelma Davi s Acki ss 

Dr . Leon A. Ransom 

Ho.,:o..rd Universit-y, ,~,ashiug con, D. C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confide~ce] 

Lo J_hc. •• ·-~ rt-=,'] d"V 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

. 
J 
·11 
• lf I ~ 

u I V E s I T y 



,------------------------------------.. -

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a posi~on giving him opportuni~ to utilize his abilities? Yes 

[;z ::_~-7&-c-~_ .• 
Signed _ __:::::__ _ __ -----::;~~ l-t----=-~;:_-========:....._---------

School of Law p •t· T"tl Acting Dean. Howard University os11on or 1 e--------------------- - -------~ 

Address ____ Wi_a...;.:sh"""i;;_n......_t_o_n~D~•-c~•--------------,--------.-- -------

- --------- ------------~~----=J Da -.=J=an=u~-~~~~­

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Jp-lrus osen 4i. Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, sttmped envelpf~ps enclosed. 

J ' ~ 1 

u IVERSI y 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mrs . T'nelma Davis Ackiss 

Dr . Robert E. Park 

Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~~0-~,&u 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

J 

U IVERSITY 



cy acquaintance with ::iss Ackiss is casual. She has e.ttended 
some of t he sessions of the seminar on 3ace and Cul ture and has becone 
familiar in t his waJ' with the projects reported upon and the method of 
study discussed t!1ere. That accounts , I suspect , for her notion that 
the study of the legisla tion in Oklahoma CitJ, r equires a certain amount 
of attention and study JJf loca 1 conditions in Ne gro communities in the 
state . 

She is , hoHever , a student of history and she i ntends this to be 
finally an historical study. To do this she wi ll have to study not me re­
ly the documents but the reports of events that are pertinent to this 
legislation. I am not certain she v,ill have time to more than this . 
Possibly she wi ll have to l ook into the r acia l history of Oklahoma. before 
it became a state. 

The subject she has chosen to study is inter esting and important 
historically and s ociologically and it seerr..s fortunate that a woman so 
competent as r,:iss Ac kiss seems to be has undertaken it. 

From a ll r.rry conversati on vri th her she seems to have a very alert 
mind and a very competent person and I believe she will do a good job. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 

a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed .-r.R--1,...IL.~~~.:::....______:v{J~~----- - ---
Position or Title_....:Pr~o~f~e~s:!..!:s~o~r~o~fc....!:S~o~c:..!,i~o:..!,l""oCt.£!;.J..Y--------- -------------

Address Fisk University , Uashville, Tennessee 

C::-:] Da~ 1 an. 2Q4z 
------------t-~--=-l ft-Jjl~, 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, ~lfs ,llo:io~~ Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, s ped envefW'is enclosed. 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mrs . Thelma Davi:s Ac.Kiss 

,,.r . Eugene .\nderson 

American University, Washin6 ton, D. C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the FeUowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We requ~t canffid and ffiti~ comment~ u; l:: :d ~ti~~ i ~ ~ 
Director for Fellowships 

r 
ov { 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which. would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed ~ Y\ ,~ _ 
Position or Title Q ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Address~~ ~ , 

'W ~ 1 b -t.-· r==: J n.J _ l ';(, J tz 2. ~ 
Plea.se return to the Director for Fellowships, Jliliiis °""'' WFund, J 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, sttmped envel~ · ~s enclosed. 
] , .. ; 1 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Iiir s . Thelma Davis Ackiss 

Dr~ For rester R. '7ashington . t~s .. :::.., . s~J, °1f So ~"f? l,.J..,vf,_ 

Atlanta University, Atlan~a, Georgia 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. 

REPORT 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position_ giving him gpportunicy to utilize his ~bilities? 

Signed ---- ---------------------------

Position or Title ___________________________ _ 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Jptius J osen L, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, sttmped env p 
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Tentative Titl e : RACIAL DISTINCTIONS I N OKLAHOMA LEGISLATlON 
Thelma D. Ackiss 

I . ABSTRACT 
I The proposed socio- historical study of racial distinction in 
Oklahoma legislation i s to be based on l aboratory work in Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa. Special emphasis i s to be placed on the Negro in his 
environment, how laws affect him, and hi s reaction to these l aws . This 
information is to be secured through personal contacts, Negro newspaper 
files , from the N.A. A. C.P., i nterracial and •ivic meeti ngs. Nine months 
in Oklahoma would be required to make the stud,y and the remainder of 
the year i s to be spent writing up t.~e i nvestigation, with the help of 
Dr. Johnson and Dr. Park at Fisk, and Dr. Ware at the American Univer­
sity where t he candidate is worki ng on her Ph.D. degree. The study 
will be an addi tion to the meagar·available information on Oklahoma, 
i t diversified r~cial groups , tneir relation to each other and their 
special racial problems . Future plans involve teachi ng some branch of 
t he social sciences in the South . 

II.CRITICI SMS 

The candidate presents a very extensive and well thought out 
plan. Her proposal to study toe Negro in relation to other racial g 
groups (Indians, Mexicans , etc., other than whites) in t his country 
i s a good one and should t hrow new light on the adaptability or non­
adaptability of the Negro i n a more complex racial envir onment. 

Too much attention i s planned to be given to the historical 
angle. It would seem more valuable to delve i nto the laws; reactions 
of racial groups, Negroes ' especially, to these laws ; relationship 
between members of the various racial groups ; and sources of political 
control and influences thereon, as suggested. 

The candidate1 s plan shoulo consi der conducting the study 
with the cooperation of some local agency, and when released it would 
be of service to the agency i n eradicating unfavorable conditions 
found . 

It would be well to know without a doubt that resources will 
be ava ilable to complete the study since there seems to be a question 
on that score - Page 6 . 

III. FUTURE PLAN OF THE CANDIDATE 

The candidate stresses the importance of studying r acial 
pr obl ems i n Oklahoma, a secti on neglected by research, and yet she pl ans 
to t each hi s tory or some other branch of t he social sciences i n a 
southern college. Sincerity, it would seem, would demand interest in 
that section of t he country where she admits there is a need. 

t=:<J ~~ @ Forre s er 
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GROUP 45 

ADDITIONAL LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Thelma Davis Ackiss 

Dr. Caroline Ware, Professor of Social Economy-History, American University, 
Washington, D. C. 

I think well of Mrs. Ackiss and of her proposed study. She 

is an able student and an effective person, with training in both law and 

history and with experience in sociological research. Thi s is a combination 

of qualifications not frequently found . In the two years when I knew her as 

a student she grew and developed in grasp and i n ability to handle increasing­

ly complex and less conventional materials and topics . Although I have not 

seen her for some time, it is my impression that she has continued to grow 

in ability si nce she has been away from Washington. I have confidence that 

she will prove a candidate whom the Rosenwald Fund should be glad t o sponsor. 

Her project is a valuable one, I think. The title does 

not accurately state the study whi ch she has in mind but rather the focal 

point around which the study will be built. I think that she is wise in 

choosi ng a concrete topic of this sort for the core of her study because it 

will serve to organize what could o~herwise become an overwhelming mass of 

material. The field of investiga'tion is fresh . She starts with personal 

familiari t y with the area, and detachment gained from living outside. 

My only criticism of her plan as presented is in the 

apportionment of time and perhaps in sufficient provision for examining rural 

conditions. A thorough study of at least one of the all- Negro communities 

would be a particularly valuable contribution. Such a study should include 

some comparison with mixed comnnlnities of similar size and economic structure . 

These points can be taken care of by a sl i ght replanning of her time as she 

gets into the work. 



1901 FSTREET,N.W. 

THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Mrs.'nlelma D.Aclciss, 
Cobb Bath House, 
Claremore, Okla. 

Dear Mrs.Askiss: 

November 21,1939 

I was very glad to have your letter of the 
18th and to learn that 30u had not abandoned the w<rk toward 
the doctorate. Your suggestion of making a study or the all­
Negro commmity or Boley is ad interestii:ig one that appeals 
to me very much. From yoor description of the town 1 t has 
real possibilities for a study that should get close to the 
roots ot community building. The distinctive racial composi­
tion of course adds much to the interest and to the charac­
ter of the problems :i;resEllted. 

On the first opportunity I will present 
the mtter to the GTe.duate Board and have no doubt but that 
they will approve the subject-. Are you familiar with Hortense 
PowderIIBker' s Attar Freedom, dealing with a county seat in Mis­
si ss ipp i with special emphasis on race relations ? You will 
doubtless find some suggestive ideas in it. If you definitely 
decide to work on this topic, let me suggest that after some 
preliminary investigation you write up the story c£ the town 
as it then appears to you,indicating as you write along the · 
points and aspects that will require developing,the leads to 
be pursued and possible lines of inquiry and mterials to be · 
diveloped etc etc. Such a preliminary view will be useful to 
you and will be helpful to us· here in giving advice and sug­
gestions. I shall be glad to support your application tor 
a fellowship end hope that you obtain one. 

Cordi ally yours, 

~(!~-

Louis c.Hunter. 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate _ __ ---'r=11rc...;sc...;.;.___T_h....;;e_l =m;.;;..a_;c;_Da.;..;.v_ 1"""· s.:..-A._c_ic_i_r,...;..:: ________________ _ 

Report Requested of _ __ _:;D=r'--'.'--=B=e=n=.i=am=in=--=K:.:..:a:o.::r=-<p:.:;m::.::e.:.:.:n=--------------------

St . Elizabeth ' & Ho&pital , V.ashi ngton, D. C. 

The above~named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate comideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

~Yk-~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

I have known Mrs. Thel:na Davis Ackiss par t icularly well for the last three year s . 

I consider he r a wou:an of' supe rior ac hievement and superior i nte lli gence ; an i nt elli­

gence which I consider superior w~e t ho r judged by the usual standards as we j udge 

colore d pe opl e , or by the general s t andar ds as we judge white peopl e. She has a s trong 

energy drive and considerable originality , and I fee l quite cer tain t hat in a ny pro jec t 

she undertakes she wi ll more t han fulfil the expec t a t i ons of those who back her. I 

unhesitatingly recommend he r for whatever and the best consi der at ion t hat the Julius 

Rosenwald Fund can give her. 
~ 1 t·( 

tli\i) .. 
~ 

: . , .. r, r'l 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed &w1~~..., , ~ · 
~osition or Title~ L

1

.,...,, ~ ~/Lic..., 1 ~ ~ ~ [~ 

Address':) ~oh)t; ~ 
~C: ~' F J.ce ,.[~ ? 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, ,t:us ~oJ/,.~ Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, s ped env;g lS enclosed. 

~~ 
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1942 MLU 

Name 

Plan of Work 

Thelma Davis Ackiss (Mrs.) 

Research Fello,: and Assistant 
Fisk University 

Field: History 

A study of racial distinctions in legisl at i on in Oklahoma with 
special reference to the Negro, and with a social as well as histor ical emphasis. 
Field wor k to be done in Oklahoma, writing to be done at Fisk University. 

Wishes grant for twel ve months, beginning in June of 1942. 
Although not in residence, Y!ork will be done under the supervision of Dr. Carolire 
Ware of the Amer ican Univer sity. 

Applied 1940 

Pereonal Data Born Wagner, Oklahoma, April 15, 1906. Age: J6 
Separated f r om husband. Has two dependent children . 

Undergraduate Work Wiley College, Marshall, Texas, certifi cate, 1921. 
Howard University, A. B., 1925, and LL. B. , 1931. 

Graduate Work Howard University, M.A., 19.36 . 
Amer ican University, Washington, D. c., September, 1936 to 

February, 1938. 
University of Kansas, summer of 1939. 

Experience Research assistant, Fi sk University, 1940-41, and 1941-42, $500. 

Pract i sed luw before the Washington, D. C., bar for 4 year s . 

Accompliahmenta Tuition f ellowship at Howard University, $150, 1935-36 . 
Special Fel low at Fisk, $500, for each of the academic years 
1940-41, and 1941-42. 

Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr . 

Leon A. Ransom, Howard Univer si ty 
Forrest er Washington, At lanta University 
Robert E. Park, Fisk Univer sity 

School of Social Wor k 

Dr. 
Eugene Anderson, Amer ican Univer sit y 
Ralph Bunche, Howard Univer sity 

*Have included expenses for children only i n room Jnd 
board. Can provide bal ance needed for their care . 

Budget Swnmary 

Total Amount Needed $1,500 
From Applicant 
f romFm1d e1.15~ 

1 A?t1OUNT GRANTED 
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· R-SS::NW.' .D 1-U'~D 

S TATEJ::ENT O? PLA...l\: OF "'. roRK 

The lma D. Ackiss 

During the tenure of fellowship it is proposed to make a socio­

histor ical study to be used in f0.rtial fu l fi llment of requir ements for 

the def;ree of Doctor of Philosophy in American l::istory at The American 

'Gniversity , ·.:a.shington , D. c. The potential study , which is in its very 

initial and formative stage , has been tentatively entitled , "Racial Dis­

tinctions i n Oklahoma legislation ," and i s to be made wi th special r efer ­

ence to the Ne gro. 

Ther e are numerous studi es of ::egroes and race relations , notable 

among which is the recent estimable {;roup done under the sponsorship of 

the American Youth Cormaission. In this connection it is submitted , hoi:r­

ever, that most students of the problem have confined their endeavors to 

what is known as the "deep .::>outl:1 , " with some attention to northern ur ban 

C O:rnI:lUni tie S • 

:.:oreover , the gap in the literature is not any larger than the 

lack of actual acquaintanceship with conditions in ttis soction. ?or 

although Oklahoma. is definitely a. southern state , it has neither the 

backgr ound nor the traditions of tne old .:iouth which would necessitate 

an analogy between race relations t he r e and , say , the state of Jeor gia. . 

Thus while it might be 6enerally agreed that conditions in a certain 

county in Geor gia. were mor e or less similar to those in t:~ same type and 

s i ze county in Alabruna or :.ississippi , it would not follow that such con­

clusions would be applicable to Oklahoma , composed , as it is , of whi tes , 

Indians , ·~e r;r oes , .. exice.ns , and other racial g r oups ; and indeed , often 

lacking for state precedents because of its compa ativ/: /f~uth ,('"nd itd 

geogr aphi cal situati on. 4)~~ 
trim' 
~ :J 
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Thel~a D. Ackiss -- 2 

Oklahoma is r aciall y unique because the members of its popula­

tion came from all of the several sections of the united States to min­

gle white and 1•7egr o blood with th.at of the Indians , whose territory it 

was then considered. r,.exicans came up f rom the South and these di verse 

gr oups lived unde r somethingakLYl to frontier c ond::. tions lone after t11e 

older southern states were settled communities . It vras this heterogene­

ous group , the members of which pooled their for-tlmes , thei r ideas , 

their convictions , and their idea ls in a te r ri toria.l .;overnment which 

evolved into statehood in 1907. 

Because , therefore , Oklahoma is so diversely populatec that it 

has no 11 black belt11 as such; and because it is so fa r off the beaten 

pa.t h that it is sometimes classified as II out west11
, it does not benera.l ­

ly fall within the fre.nevrork of the group of southern states v1h ich is 

marked for help in t,te alleviation of unfavorable racial conditions . It 

is true taat certain dra.m.e.tic incidents like the Tulsa r ace riot and the 

Wagne r County votin& case have focused attention on the state for brief 

spells , but these instances are rare. Actually , relatively little or­

ganized infor~tion is available about :.e.;roes in vklahoma , the legisla­

tion which affects them as a race, and. their relationship to the other 

racial g r oups . It is to remove in part this deficiency that t he present 

study would be under taken. 

Scope of Study 

The proposed study would be somewhat larber than its title in­

dicates , for an investibation of racial distinctions i n le~is l ation would 

have scant meaning as a social study unless the 

U N T y 



Thelma 1, . Ackiss -- 3 

factor s res:;_:;onsi ble for that l egislation ,·,ere included. Accordingly , it 

is submitted that the work vrould be[;in with the influx of white men in 

1889 to what is novr Okla.horns. . In that connection , consideration would 

be given to the streams of migration and the sources of earl y population ; 

what t:i.is part of the country had to offer those v:ho came ; relationship 

between members of the various racie.l groups ; sources of pol itical con­

trol and influences thereon. 

•,,ith that point of departure to serve as a f r amework , attention 

would be given to the f irst several year s of the statehood pe r iod , rour;h­

ly , f rom 1907 to 1922 -- a surveJT of all legislation in which racial d is­

tinctions existed. Pertinent thereto would be the reo.ction of ':e i;roes to 

these laws , ascertained by an analysis of: ·•egro accommodation , court ac­

tion , race riots , support of ,ulitant race organizations , newspaper ex­

pressions , and miscellaneous race friction or conflict. 

The sane ceneral pattern of analysis n i bht be profitably follovr-

ed in rei;ard. to tne current period. , in which section an investi,:;a.tion 

of tre functional aspects of .~ew 'Jea l lei;isle.tion in Oklahoma would be 

included. 

Finally , an effort would be ma.de to bring into focus those w:10 

live in the all- .!egro communities in the state , and vrho are tnus assumed 

to be isolated in their daily living from the effects of racial distinc­

tions in state le5islation. It might be questioned whether , if they a.re 

comparatively free of racial diecrimination , they appreciate t h i s f r ee ­

dom; whether they were seekin€; this freedom wr..en they segregated them­

sel ves from whites ; whether those who leave these communit i es come back 

to live ; whether those who move a.way settle in thJ sta~{ar i.1 the nJth-

1/2))1 
f(r · 
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Thelma. D. Ac:.~i ss - - 4 

e r n section of the country. The all- Negro communit ies in Gkl ahoma are 

Boley , Ian~ston , Taft, Redbird , anc. 0learview·, f rom which croup at least 

two would be investibated • 

. -.ethodology 

It appears advisable to indulge at the outset in a period of 

orientation , gathering meantime , all of the !T'aterial needed for back­

grounc. and makinG a digest of all legis lative material to be used. This 

could be conveniently done in Oklahoma CitJr , the ca~ital of the state , 

where not only historical de.ta would be available , but also the state 

statutes , legi slative debates and other relevant i nforme.tion. '',ni le in 

Oklahoma City it would be possibl e likewise to study the ·•egr o newspaper 

files , visit :·. A. A. C. ? . , interracial , and civic meetinzs in order to get 

a slant on ··e.;ro react ion to discriminatory legislation. Finally, since 

the state : . Y. A.. and 'ld • .A. offi ces are situated t he re a.lso , material 

would be gat hered for a large section of that pa.rt of the study which 

wou l d deal with 1-Iei'I Deal legisl ati on. 

It is estin:e.ted that approximately six months would be needed 

in Jklahoma City to cover the phases of the study sug.:;ested above and 

other an::les which mi ght ~ugcest themse l ves in the course of the investi-

ga.tion. 

The second city to be visited would be Tulsa , the second le.r:;est 

city of tne state. Tulsa has a population of a.bout 142 ,000 , with a ·regro 

popul ation slightly larger th.an that of Okl ahoma. City , which i s about 

16 ,000. Located 120 mil es nor theast of ukl ahoma. City , it is familiarly 

lmown as the oil capital , because the oil i ncusti-J 
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Thelma D. Ackiss -- 5 

centered around Tulsa and a number of the promoters of the i~dustI"'J set­

tled tmre . Tulsa is considered more militantly race conscious than 

Oklahoma City , possibly because of the race riot of t~venty years back. 

Tulsa has a relatively large emount of ::egro bus i ness , including a weekly 

nevrspa.pe r . Tr.ere is a Negr o "mayor" of Gr eenwood , the str eet vrhere most 

of the )!egro enterprises are found . At least one month would be sp:mt 

the r e . 

Two '-1.onths would be allotted to an investigation of the a.11- :t;e €;ro 

communities . The re are several of these , including Boley , Taft , Langston , 

Clearview, and 3.edbird . It is submitted , however , that two might be se­

lected for concentration and considered as typical. Boley is the largest 

and best knO\m. It is an agricultural conn'!l.unitJ that boomed almost to 

urban proportions in earlier years ; tr£n began a ~radual declL~e. The 

racially segregated and isolated citizens of Roley nevertheless have 

smred bountifully in the limited number of state positions available to 

l'egroes . 

The othe r all- Ne gro community to be investi,;ated would be 1.B.ngston , 

where the 'legro state college is located . 

The final three months of the fe llowship per iod would be devoted 

to organizing and writing up the ma.t9rials gathered in the investigation. 

It is pr oposed that this work mi:;ht be carried on very pr ofitably at Fisk 

Y1here Dre Charles S. Johnson , Dr. Robert ::. Fo.rk , and other staff members 

night be k ind enough to render advice f r om time to time. In the :meantime , 

frequent contact 'l.t all times would be maintained with Dr . Carolin .:are , 

rrr.1 adviser at the American l,niversity , \7ith tnc 

~&.bly two , trips to ~iashington in the courze of 

consul ta ti on. 

U N IVE S ~ T Y 



Thelma D. Ackiss -- 6 

In the event that there would not be time enough within the fe l ­

l owshi p period to polish off the fina l draft of the study I expect to 

have funds of r;:ry own to complete same in residence at the American Uni­

versity t he follovrine; school year while complying with vrha.tevor require­

ments then rem.a.in t o obtain the Ph. D. degree. Subsequently it is ~r am­

bition to teach iii story or some other branch of t r,e social sciences in a 

southern college. 

U N I V E R S Ty 



HOWARD illITVERSITY 

WASHINGT~h, D. C. 

Office of The Registrar 

Official Transcr i pt of the Record of --

Acld s s , The 1m.a Davis in the College of Liberal .Arts and Gr aduate 
School 

Howard University, Washington, D. Co 

I o Attendance. Admitted October 2, 1922 

Gr aduated 6- 5- 25 Degree AoB• 
6- 6- 36 Degr ee M. Ao 

II . Status (of undergraduates) : Received debr ee of AoB. June 5, 1925 and L.A. in 
History June 5 , 1936 
Thesis : The Negr o and The Supr eme Court to 19000 

III . Ent r ance Credits . Sources of Credits : (1) Douglas High School , Oklahoma City, Okl a . 

Subjects Units Subjects Unit s 

rv. 

Engl i sh 3 
Algebra 1 
Geometr y 1 
Trigonometry 
Greek 
Latin 2 
French 
Spani sh 
Ger man 2 
Ri:.tory Jmc . 1 
Civics 
Physics 
Chemistr y 1 
Physiogr aphy 1 

How admitted : 

Botany 
Zoology 
Physio logy 
Gener al Science 
Com'rcial Subject s 
Drawing 
Shop i'ior k 
Home r,conomics 
.Agricult ure 
Hi st • Ll&t: 
Hist . Eng. 
Eist • .Ame. 

Total 

Unconditioned 

t 
2 

1 
l 
.1. z 

15 

College Cr edits Hours 
Course Number Moo 11 eek 

Term in Cat., log Descriptive Title of Course Wk. Rec . 
~ Recei ved advanced standin~ f r om ,iiley University 

Ua.rshall , Texas as fo llows : liistor y , 3 units ; 
Education , 2 units ; English, 1 unit ; kathematios , 
1 unit ; Total .. ..•.•.. ..•. .•.....• . ...• 7 units . 

Autumn Qr . Eng. 1 Composition 12 5 
1922 Hist . 6 History of En;; land to 1660 Ar1 5 
. . . . Rom • 11 Elementary Spanish 5 .... p . S • l l.Toice Culture 

~~al l 
3 

~ · n·· 
~ ::J 

Per 

Lab . 

0 

~J 
0 

Grade 

C 
B... 
B 
B 

u N I V E R s ~ 
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,-

Ilours Per 
Course 1-iumber No . '\reek 

Term in Catalog Lescriptive Title of Course 1,k. Rec . Lab . Gr ade Unit 

;/'inter Qr . Psy. 1 Introductory Psychology 12 5 0 B 1 
1923 Eist . 5 Roraan Civilization 12 5 0 D 1 

Rom .. 12 El 6111entary Spanish 12 5 0 B 1 .... Eng . 7 English Literotur e 12 5 0 C 1 
Sprinr; ~- Psy .. Ed. Physi cal Education 12 5 0 C o5 
1923 Eng . 8 .American Literature 12 5 0 C 1 

Gaol . 1 General Physiogr aphy 12 5 0 A 1 
Rom. 8 French Literature in the 17th Century 12 5 0 B 1 .... P. s . 2 Short Speeches 12 3 0 B 06 

Autumh Qr . Eng . 27 Short Ztory hri ting 12 5 0 C 1 
1923 Risto 4 Civi lizat ion of the Near East 

& Gr eece 12 5 0 C 1 .... Hist. 12 Afr ican History 12 5 0 C 1 
','(inter Qr . Eng . 31 The English Novel 12 5 0 B 1 
1924 Bn.g . 2 Composition 12 5 0 B 1 .... So c. 25 Principles of Sociology 12 5 0 B l 
Spring Qr . Phy. -Jd . Physi cal Education 12 5 0 C o5 
1924 Eng o 32 Shapespeore 12 5 0 C 1 

Risto 14 African History 12 5 0 C 1 
eG ♦ ~ Gaol. 25 General Geology 12 5 0 I 
Autumn ~- Phy. Ld. Physical Education 12 5 0 C o5 
1924 Gaol . 127 Advanced Physio&r aphy 12 5 0 C 1 

Ens- 142 Engl ish Li ter ature i n the 18th 
Century 12 5 0 D 1 

Rom. 151 El ementary Italian 12 5 0 C l 
•••• Geo 1. 25 Gener al Geol ogy 12 5 0 D l 

1/i nter Qr . Phy. Ed . Physical Education 12 5 0 C 
1925 Soc . 134 Criminology 12 5 0 B 1 

Hi st. 128 Economi c Hi story 12 5 0 B 1 
Rom. 152 El ementary Italian 12 5 0 C 1 .... Phy. Edo Physical Educati on '\'{Q . 1923 12 5 0 C . 5 

Sprin£ Qr . Phy. ~d . Physical ,t;duco.tion 12 5 0 C C 
ov 

1925 Soc .. 133 Social Attitudes 12 5 0 B 1 
Hist. l i4 African Hist ory 12 5 0 C 1 .... Soc. 138 Social Ori gi ns 12 5 0 A 1 

Gr aduat e 
Second $em. Edu . 128 f &ychology of Chi l e.hood and Adol es-
1934 cence 18 3 0 s 3 

PeS• 203 Leading Decisions of Internati onal 
Tribunals (Seminar) 18 2 0 s 2 

Hist. 215 Probl ems in Hist ory 18 3 0 s 3 
Risto 218 Historical P.esearch 1 18 3 0 s 3 

•• • 0 Hist. 207 Select ed Topics i n .American Hi story 18 3 0 s 3 
Since 1789 

First Sem. Hist . 200 Eistorical ~ethods 18 3 0 s 
1935 Hist . 205 The Negr o in American History 18 3 0 s 

Edu. 29 Educational Psychol ogy 18 3 0 B 
P.S. 20 Poli tical Theories : Historica. d Pr OJ r.odern (Seminar) s 

/);_~}, 
fn· · 
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Term 

••• 0 

Course number 
in Catalog 

Edu. 181 

Descriptive Title of Course 

Second Sem. Eisto 219 

The Teaching; of Hi story in the 
Senior High School 

Fistorical Research 2 
1935 Edu. 156 

TA..~ 
6- 26- 36 

Technique of Teaching in 3ocondary 
Schoo ls 

Eours Per 
No. 1,eek 
,,'k. Re c . Lab. 

18 3 0 
18 3 0 

18 3 0 

F. D. Wilkerson, Registrar 

~,~1 
1r r · 

Grade 

B 
s 

A 
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OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR 
E0W.ARD UNIVERSITY 

June 26, 1936 

The fo llowing is an offi ci al t r anscript of t he r ecor d of Mrs. 
Thelma Davis .Ackiss in the School of Law of Howard University : 

Fir st Year 1928- 1929 Second Year 1929- 30 

.Agency ······· ··· ······••oe3 Negotiable Inst r uments •• o ••• 78 
Equity Pleading & Praot ice •• 75 Civil Procedure ••••••••••• 85 

Cr iminal law.. • • • • • • • • • • • 8 5 
Criri1inal Procedur e ••••••• 90 
Contracts ••••••••••••••• 80 
Property 1 •••• • ••••••••• 82 
Property 2 •••••••••••••• 81 
Torts••••••••·•••·•••••• 83 

Equity ··•••••••••••••••••••Sl 
Conveyanci ng ••••• ••••••••• 85 
Evidence•••••••••••••••••• 88 
P.:oot Cour t • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 90 
Insurance •••• ••• ••••••••• 85 
Pr operty 3 •o••••••••••••• 85 
Domestic Re l ati ons •• •• ..... 78 
Bills •••••• ••• ••••••••••• • 90 

Third Year 1930-1931 

Conflict of Laws•••••••••·• 85 
Constitutional Lan ••••••••• 80 
Corporations ••••••••••••••• 87 
Feder a l Bankruptcy Procedure 86 
Koot Cour t •• •• •••••••••••• 91 
Sales••••••••••••••••••••• 80 
Trusts•• •••••••••••••••••• 93 
~uni cipal Cor por ations •••• 88 
Partner shi p • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 84 
Public Utilities ••••••••• • 81 

Recei ved deGr ee of LL. B. June 8 , 1931 

TAR F . I:. Wilkerson, Registrar 

4J\~, A 'l\1, . 
Tj......, 
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Official Transcript 
of Record 

(Not Valid Y!i thout Seal) 

Kame 

.Address 

Ac'imitted 

.AlaERIC.1Ul illTIVEPSITY 
GRADUATE DIVISION 
WASBir:GTCJ.T, D. C. 

Thelma Davis Ackiss 

1438 A Grant Str eet, Nashville , Tennessee 

September , 1936 on Certificate From Howard Uni versity 

Entre..nce Credits B. A., 1925, Hmw.rd Universi ty 

Advance Credi ts M. A. 1936, Howard University 

Crecits In The Gr aduate School 

Year 
Grades 

1936- 37 

Course 

(F.ist . 351) 1be 1.merica.n Colonies 

(Ee . Hi sto405) History o:f.' .Amer i can Culture 

(Hist. 545- 6) Development of r!.odern Germ.any 
(Soc . Sc . 603) Literature of the Social Sci ences 

(Int • .Af . 405)Principles of Inter nat ional Law 
(Hi st . ~-02) The American Frontier 

(Econ. 424) Economic Thought Up to 1800 

Semester 
Hour 'Credi t s 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

3 

3 

I 

B 

B 

B 

B 

A 

II 

A 

B 

B 

(Ec. Eist. 406) History of [lmerican Industr y 3 B 
1937- 38 (Ed. Hist . 4-07- 8) Development of American Culture 3 B 

(Histo551) European Nationalism 3 B 
(Histo53l) History of Uni ted Sts.tes 3 A 

(Pol . Sci . 505) Constitutional Le.w 3 B 

(Hist . 609- 10) Thesis in .American Hist ory 
Language examinations (French and German) required for Ph.D passed in 19370 

Residence requirements for PhoD have been completed 

Rfil,..AE.KS This transcript isouec to T~elma Davis Acldss at her Request . 

Hazel Ho Feegans, ~egistrar 
A: Excellent 
B: Good 
C: Fair 
B: Failure 

Inc : Incomplet e 

u 

December 9, 1941 

;J~, 
A~\~ / 
fn·· 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS 

School Graduate 

Name Thel.Da Davie Aoldsa 
Entered __.6/_1_4._/3_9 ____ _ 

Nationality ______ Plaoe ot birth Wagner, Oklahcaa 

Date ot Birth •/15/08 Pa.rents' or guardian' sname Dr. A. I. Davi■ 

Home AddreH _ Box 281, Claremore, Oklaha11a Addreua Okla.heal City 

Re ligious at.t'iliation Methodist 

University affiliation ___________________ _ 

Catalogue Credi\ 
11G~d~t:; lfaiber Houra Cla■a 

Summer, 1939 
United States 1183-1829 181 3 A 

Protestant Revolt 156 2 A 

Ramn Rist ory 181 3 B 

STATUS OF STUDEft a In Good Standing and 
Entitled to Honorable Dismissal 

Deo. 9, 1941 

Signeds George o. Poster, Registrar 

;J~ ,J,~1 
fn·· 
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Thelma. D. Ackiss 

Mr. Leon A. Ransom, Acting Dean, Howard University School of Law 

In response to your request , may I state at the outset that 

I have no doubt of the applicant ' s qualifications to ca:rry out the proposed 

plan of study. Mrs. Ackiss, who is a graduate with t he degree of Bachelor of 

Arts from this University, was in turn the ranking graduate, with the degree 

of Bachelor of Laws, from the School of Law of the same institution. After 

approximately a year or more of practice in the profession, she returned to 

the University where she received her Master of Arts degree in the field of 

History, with distinction. Thereafter, she entered the Graduate School of 

American University, being the first Negro admitted to that School, and, as 

I am informed by her instructors, did her work with distinguished excellence. 

I have had occasion to examine some of the writing that she was doing at that 

institution, as well as to have known her as a student in the Law School under 

II'fY supervision, and have no doubt that she is fully capable of fulfilling any 

undertaking that she may propose. I have known her personally now for approx­

imately t welve years and am thoroughly convinced of her sincerity of effort, 

her scholarly abilities and would be willing to rely, without hesitation, upon 

any plan of study that she proposes. 

I have read very carefully her statement of plan of work. 

I am not at all hesitant in saying that this is a field which needs scholarly 

research. The distinctions in racial treatment, policy, feelings and problems 

whi ch exist between the so- called "black belt States" and the Southwestern 

states, composed of a polyglot population, is one that deserves investigation. 

Oklahoma is typical of the l atter, comprising as it-o.oj s a d N~o, w ite, 

UNIVERS~TY 



Letters of Reference - Thelma D. Ackiss -2-

Indian and Mexican populace. The term "mixed" is used in both of its senses. 

Much of sociological, historical and probably legal value 

could be obtained by a person who devoted a year or more to the pursuit of 

this problem. Mrs. Ackiss is peculiarly fitted for such a study in that she 

i s a native of Oklahoma., has studied in Texas, as well as in the District of 

Columbia, and is therefore enabled to evaluate the shadowy distinctions that 

may exist within these geographical confines. 

I have only one suggestion to make. I quarrel , somewhat 

tentatively I admit, with Mrs. Ackiss's methodology. She pr oposes to spend 

six months in Oklahoma City examining legislative material. Thereafter she 

proposes to spend only one month in Tulsa. A further proposal is to spend 

two months only in an investigation of the all-Negro communities established 

in Oklahoma. My own recommendation would be that in view of Mrs • .Ackiss ' s 

legal background, six months is too long to spend in an examination of purely 

legislative materials. Her time could be more profitably spent under the 

following plan: three ronths in Oklahoma City; two months in Tulsa (at least 

this much would be required to investigate the factual background of the 

racial disturbances which occurred rore than a score of years ago in that 

locality); at least one ioonth each sould be spent in an investigation of the 

various all-Negro communities cited by her in her proposal - Boley, Taft, 

Langston, Clearview and Redbird. Each of these presents varying economic and 

social problems. Some of them are industrial communities, others are agri­

cultural or oil producing communities. Different patterns of racial socio­

economic life appear in each. I should prefer, if I were the administrator 

of the fund devoted to this purpose , to see more emphasis placed upon a 

closer examination of how these all-i1egro organizatioJ n within anJ 

t•rj' 
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Letters of Reference - Thelma D. Ackiss - 5-

ostensibly white democracy. 

Obviously, this means that there would be only a small 

amount of time left to correlate and organize the materials gathered by the 

investigator within the time allotted for the scholarship. However, Mrs. 

Ackiss indicated that she may be able to do her actual writing either at Fisk 

University, under the direction of Dr. Charles S. Johnson and other staff 

members, or at Washington, in the District of Columbia under the direction of 

Dr. Caroline Ware of the American University. 

It is my personal recommendation that Mrs. Ackiss be 

granted sufficient funds to make the study, generally within her own outline, 

but with more attention to the all-Negro communities, for as long a period, 

within reason, as may be necessary to accomplish the end desired. The end 

result will be profitable. 

Mrs . Ackiss possesses a charming personality, extreme 

acumen, a real spirit of scholarship, and is an indefatigable worker. 

Dr. Ralph Bunche, Senior Analyst, Office of the Coordinator of I nformation, 
United States Government, Washington, D. C. 

This project on race distinctions in Oklahoma legislation 

has considerable merit in my estimation. A series of local analyses would 

properly supplement the excellent but general work done in the recent volume 

by Mangum and the earlier one by Stephens. Such local surveys can be useful, 

however, only if done intensively and by persons well-equipped to undertake 

the task. While Mrs. Ackiss was at Howard she was enrolled in one or two of 

my classes and I recall her as a very able student. She has mature judgment 

and considerable experience, and should be 

of this nature providing she is willing to 
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Letters of Reference - Thelma. D. Ackiss -4-

training will be of great value in a project of this kind. 

As I view it the really important part o:f this study will 

be found in the field work rather than in the analysis of legal documents. 

What is especially needed, I think, is social documentation; the narration of 

the actual operation and effect of these legal distinctions . What is found i n 

the law is less important than the actual effect of the law on the community. 

This is the documentation that should be sought, and it should be sought not 

merely among the Negro intellectuals but pr imarily among the Negroes of the 

fields and the streets. I rather incline to the view that Mrs. Ackiss will 

make a mistake in spending so mu.ch time in Tulsa and Oklahoma City. The real 

burden of racial di scriminations is borne less by the Negroes of the large 

ci ties, and even perhaps the Negroes of the f ields, than by the Negroes in 

the small towns - not the all-Negro comnnmities - but t he Negroes who are in 

the minori ty and completely exposed in the towns of 10, 000 and under , where 

they are in daily contact with the whi te population. These Negroes have 

l i ttle or no protection; there are no or ganizations, no pressure groups, none 

of the anonymity that accompanies life in the larger ci ties. I would strongly 

urge that if Mrs . Ackiss is per mitted a grant for this project she be requested 

to give urgent attention to thi s aspect of the problem. 

Mr. Forrester B. Washington, Director, School of Social Work, Atlanta 
University 

The candidate presents a very extensive and well thought 

out plan. Her proposal to study the Negro in relation to other racial 

groups (Indians, Mexicans, etc., other than whites) in this country is a good 

one and should throw new light on the adaptability-or } ona ap-tabil 

ti, 
Kim 
Tj~ 
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Letters of Reference - Thelma D. Ackiss - 5-

Negro in a more complex racial environment . 

Too much attention i s planned to be given to the historical 

angle. It would seem more valuable to delve into the laws; reactions of racial 

groups, Negroes' especially, to these laws; relationship between members of 

the various racial groups; and sources of political control and influences 

thereon, as suggested. 

The candidate's plan should consider conducting the study 

with the cooperation of some local agency, and when released it would be of 

service to the agency in eradicating unfavorable conditions found. 

It would be well to know without a doubt that resources 

will be available to complete the study si nce ther e seems to be a question on 

that score. 

The candidate stresses the importance of studying r acial 

problems in Oklahoma, a section neglected by research, and yet she plans to 

teach history or some other branch of the social sciences in a southern 

col lege. Si ncerity, it would seem, woulddemand interest in that section of 

the country where she admits there is a need. 

Mr. Eugene Anderson, Professor of European History, The American University 

1941 I know Mrs. Ackiss well as a student and as a person, and 

I have the highest regard for her. She is one of the two best Negro students 

I ever taught , and she is by far the most charming personality. She has all 

the qualities necessary for becoming one of the outstanding leaders of her 

people, and I have every confidence that with proper encouragement she will 

assume that posi tion. She has a law degree in addition to her work toward 

the Ph.D. in history, and I do not thiBk that she J hark(any difficul:ly 

4)), 
Kim 
Tj~ 
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Letters of Reference - Thelma D. Ackiss - 6-

in receiving that degree. Her capaci ty for work astounds me. While taking 

graduate work with us, she managed a household, took care of her two children, 

carried on her normal soci al functions, and ma.de good grades ;in her courses . 

I even gave her an! in one course, a grade whi ch few graduate students receive 

from me. She has a well-trained mind, and a keen interest in her work. She 

grasps ideas guickly and has the power to think through a problem. And she is 

thorough in her work. 

In her relations with others Mrs. Ackiss is uniformly 

successful. Everyone likes and admires her . She mixes with the white students 

and teachers on terms of entire equality and with perfect ease and poise. She 

is neither retiring nor forward, but strikes the balance of a per son sensitive 

in the best meaning of the word to social situations. I should think that she 

has the ability to become an excellent administrator - one who combines schol­

arly ability with wru.sual abili ty to get along with people and with entire hones­

ty and reliability. On meeting her, one immedi ately senses the fact that here 

is a personality to be respected and worth knowing. 

As for the subject upon which she hopes to do research, I 

think it the rost useful type of topic which can be taken up. The study of 

local history according to the method ML-s . Ackiss proposes is rapidly coming 

to the fore , and is extremely valuable. 

1942 

Ackiss . 

I have nothing to add to my previous remarks about Mrs. 

Mr. Robert E. Park, Professor of Sociology, Fisk University 

My acquaintance with Mrs. Acki ss 

attended some of the sessions of the seminar on Race 

She has 

and hasJ 
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Letters of Reference - Thelma D. Ackiss -7-

become familiar in this way with the projects reported upon and the method of 

study discussed there. That accounts, I suspect, for her notion that the study 

of the legislation in Oklahoma City requires a certain amount of attention and 

study of local conditions in Negro collDIDlnities in the state . 

She is, however , a student of history and she intends 

this to be finally an historical study. To do this she will have to study not 

merely the documents but the reports of events that are pertinent to this 

legislation. I am not certain she will have time to do IIX)re than this. Possi­

bly she will have to look into the r acial history of Oklahoma before it became 

a st ate. 

The subject she has chosen to study is interesting and 

important historically and sociologically and it seems fortunate that a woman 

so competent as Mrs. Ackiss has undertaken it. 

From all Jrr'J conversation with her she seems to have a 

very alert mind and a very competent person and I believe she will do a good 

job. 

UNIVERS~TY 



Budget Estimate 

The foll owing expense items cover the estimate for 

t his application and also the application submitted by 

'/i(_rr14 C · ?,/iff__ . · 1e have not separated these 

accounts because we propose to do the work jointly and 

there is no way of anticipating the exact division of 

l abor so f ar as expense is concerned. Since we expect 

to be employed during the tenure of fellow·ship , where­

upon our expenses will not include most of your listed 

catego1·ie s for expense , we herewi th su bmit an i temized 

statement of expenses needed to cond~ct this investi­

gati on . 

1 . Transportation and expenses , re : Chicago trip 

for consulta tions and study as presented in Statement 

of Pl an of /ork , ; 250 . 00 each ••.••••••••••••••. ~500 . 00 

2 . Sup~>li s and clerica l ass istance , 150 . 00 

per month ••• •• ••••••••• • ••• • ••••••••••••••••••• w600 . 00 

3o Field work in vklahoma , includi ng trans ~orta ­

tion and expenses f or investigators and research as-

sistant s . . . .............. . .................... . wl OOO . 00 

7 
#~?//tJ, 

(j ,:j 

~ )fl 
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BUdP,et Estimate 

Tho follo 1ins expense i tems eover the astimate for 

tn1s op·1lication e.nel a lso the opplieution aubmittod by 

JJ~ i./J. t:J d ~ . lo hnvo not aoparated these 

accounts because we prol)ose to do th() rork jointly e.nd 

there is no vray of anticipating the oxnot division of 

l abor so 'fer es oxuense is concerned. Since \18 ex">oct 

to be e mployed during the tenure of' rello ;3hip , whe re­

upon our cxpons"3e wi 11 not include !:lost o'f your listed 

oatego1·1os !'or expen~ 1 , ,e h rewith. subrait an itet11z ec1 

sta tement of expenses neod Jd to crnduot this investi­

gation. 

1 . 'I'r<1nsnortat' o:t1 and e1.~Jnso.J , ro: (;hicaco trip 

for consul t etiona a.n.<'1 :J tudy 11s preae~1t~d i::i J t atement 

of Pl an £?!. ..!.£!:!£, f 2.50 . 00 o o.ch •••••••••••• •. • •• • ~.50CI. 00 

per month ••••••••••••• ••• •• • ••••••••• • • •••• • ••• ~600 . 00 

,3 . F i eld \IOrk in ·)k.lahoma , i nolu<lir..g ~rans or.ta ­

t ion and expenses for i nvest1ge-tors unu. rozeuroh as-

siotants •• • • • •• • • • ••••••• • •••• • ••••••• • •••• •••• 1000 . 00 

,Jt>l:4,l f j/Pd.~ 

J 
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J 
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Thel1na D. Acklss 

~oom and boarl- ------- - ------- -------- ---------- "22r . oo 

Clothin1:-- -------- ------- ------------- ---------- -l~G . OO 

Trar sport at 1-on- - - - -- - -- - ---- - - - -- - -- - --- - - - - - ---- - 7 5 . :,,_ 

Su?pl~e~ , etc .---------------------------------- - 180 . 00 

'.}e::1~0.l f .'... eld ex.t:-"ense-------------- - - ------------120 . 00 

Total ~ecded-------------------------------- - -- --720 . 00 

A":oun t recpe2 ted f'ror: Fune' - - - -- - - - --- - -- - - - - - -- - 720 . 00 
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Name Mozell C. Hill neld: Sociology 

Plcm of Work 

Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Langston Oniversity 
Langaton, Oklahoma 

To complete a socio-psychological study of six all-Negro communities in 
the State of Oklahoma. May be considered a joint project with Mrs. Thelaa D. Ackiss, 
or as an individual project. 

· Wishes to ~ork for six months beginning June l, 1943 to December l, 1943. 
Will return to present position. 

Applied in 1940. 

Penonal Data Born Anniston, Alabama, March, 19ll. 
Married. Three children. 

Ages 32 
Draft: 3A 

Undergraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

University of Kansas, A. B. , 19JJ. 

University of Kansas, M.A., 1937, 1940-41. 
Atlanta University, October, 1941 to December, 1941. 
Uni.Yersity of Chicago, su1111er, 1942 . 

Experience Labor-Relat ions associate, o. s. Resettlement Administration, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, 1934-37 , $1800; i nstructor, Langston 

Uni Tersity, Langston, Oklahoma, 1937 to present, $2200. 

Accomplishments Publications: "A Frame of Reference for the Study of Negro Society" , 
with Mrs . Toel.Jlla D. Ackiss, Social Forces ; County-Type Analysis 

of Oklahoma in Terms of Socio- Econol'lic Status of Negroes , published 110nograph, 1942 . 

Two small General Education Boa.rd fellowships, 1941 and 1942 . 

Referenc• 

Dr. G. L. l:is.rrison, Langston University 
Mr. L. G. Moore, Langston, Oklahoma 
Dr. Mendel Sherman, Oniveraity of Chicago 
Dr. Mabel Elliott , University of Kansas 
Dr. Ce.rroll D. Cler k, Monroe , Louisiana. j 

j 

Budqet Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
From Appl!ccmt 
Fl'om Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 
II 
1--

$755 
.., 

e7~5 



r:ozell C. '"Iill a nd '".Clle lma J . ,\ckiss 

J I I ~ 

'?bis i s a pro!)os n.l :tor e. j oint s tudy on the a l l - lfoGro 

cam!lunity to be undertaken by Uo~oll c . Hill and Tholou D. 

Aokiss , social sc i onoe teucbers a t Langston University. 

Tt i s study cont l otes tho exhaustivo i nvesti gation of e-

" --lo~ea all-Negr o com.: uniti sin the etato ot Ok.1 ,horna. It 

uld br i ng out the :re osons '£0 1~ ~he t o\l.tii i.ag of t hcsa s epa­

r a te co unities , t helr develop cr~t c.nd 1prosant character­

istics . 1tle , a in effort 1ould ba uirected tow~r d en und~r ­

stan, ln , in s ocio- ".'.>sychologi ca.J. t erlilB , of t !.e et eot11 en 

f cgro person<.,l i t y of l iving outside tho f rame or.k af tlte 

doni nent, se eeat"'d raciel :p tter n . Tllat .1ou.ld inoludo 

an mialys i s of the i nffr.itht i on-11 mores und d~rnsmic rel ticn­

ships wit hin the Nsg1:o societ y ; the r eln.tio s hips of 

Jegroea in t hose oo:iJXiiuniti oa to thitea; and t hoir utt i ­

t udu s toward J:ogrocs , vhit e!:i , a nd t he 'total otructuro . 

~uch a study appours t o be oi gnifionnt beccuso in ~he 

t1rat yl a ce , nothing has been n-itten on the or i gin and 

dovclop:1~nt of all-llogro oamm.uni ti~t ; ~nd s econdly, no at­

t ention h s bee!! devoted to l',ef;I"o persanalit,y .,il ich h os not 

the oonste.nt psychological pressure of t he ,hito sooiety 

upon it . It anoh en investigation i s to bo done , i t oeo~u 

t imely to conduct i t no '! because t ho records or theae oom­

munitie3 are ineom let e and even 

,rould not be nble to r urni sh a truo 
troo 

sonality/reoor ds alone . 

Uu I ✓ E R S ~ T Y . 



Mozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

founded early in this oentury and the first settl ers , who 

v,ere then adults, ere now past sixty years of age . Thus 

1! oe.se histories are to be secured whioh will a llow us 

to reconstruct a valid pio~ure or the founding nnd deYelop­

ment ot the Negro oa:i:aunities , in socio-psychnlogioal terms , 

they should be t aken as soon aa possible. 

Another timely featur e or t he proposed projec t lies in 

the raot t hat a period or flux and crisis, such as t he ~re­

sent, "'111 ~r ovoke more positi ve expres s ions of sentitlent 

and opinion than could be expec t.ed i n 'nor.marl time~ . 

llence our chances ~or arriving ~t a comprehension of the 

actual attitudes which these people possess will be cor­

respondingly greater. ~hen emotions a~o stirred, aa they 

necessarily are during war time , wo expect exaggeration. and 

over emphasis, but the ez:ni,geration itself will ba more re­

veo.ling than dispassionat e and guarded ver balizations , t or 

they will at least point out. to us t he n ~tters •;hich evoke 

t he s t rongest reac~ions in the minds of our informants , and 

enable us to determine :iore definitely the things which are 

most finn.ly entrenched in the unconscious . 
I 

Basic Assumptions 

Our tram• of reterence involves the assumption that Ne­

goes livo at a very high leTel ot emotional tension because 

ot the "white , suporiority--Negro, 1nter1or 1ty" charact er ot 

race relations in the United ,,t~es 

portent impl ications tor Negro 

tb&.t/J tl:tis 

7~/J his 
l 

2 
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Koy,• ll c. llill o.nd Thelma D. Ackiss 

su~,~ests the toll o ·,in:--- hypotl°'f:l8i e ror the :,otenti~l s tudy: 

81gnifi~mi~ di ffor encc~ uxist cf persona l i ty, atti t udes , 

mot iv·1t i on ond develotX!'lent or rela tionships ond inst i t utions , 

bet.◄men !tegroes of racially mixod O•tXl2!:lun1t1es end r boi o.lly 

t omo.:;c neou f:" c orr'" Wli t te • . l f t h:.:J 13 t r ti o t he ! n f' l u~nc e of 

the iI:J."'nct or t-ie .hlit o s ocie t y on Uegro pera"no.l ity ca n n ot 

be t horcu r<hl~, 1lndnr ato0c'l except 1n ref erence t o !fogro per-

and a <iiur y ; excni.11l'!d certr.d .n doou:.unt('.r y e>1id.on oes , racei v­

ed answer s to 125 fr.imily quest.tonne.ir es, and ~ r tioipo.ted 

in the sociP-l l i t e or i3ol ey. 1'he t wo Bncl oaed art i oles , both 

pending publication, ere the par~iel resulta ot our i nvesti­

ga t ion in t h.is co.::,amun1ty. 

lo aro :io,r. 1n proeress of studying l ,HllgStoJ1, Jklnhoma, 
h 

one ot t.he e-leveu e.11-t~e gro ccmnun1ties, .;hioh is a l so the 

lo~ution or the s t Ate col1ege tor Negroes. This investi­

gation is being done in oonn~otion ~1th the resear ch ~re­

ject of the Negr o Lo.nd Grant Col l e ges , or vrhich Ur. Hill is 

Direct or t or Langston Univer oit~ end s , sa-1.ptant.. 

¥for a more ompl ete statement ot our ~ypo ,ses und as-
sumptions , see the t wo articles whi-0 re itte 
s upport or this pl ll!I: ot work . Social las s A .Frame o 
Reference !2!:,. ~ Study r}! l'io6f0 .>Oj1ety; 

1 
2-3; 5- il 

Social At t itudes!!!. r!!!. ~ ~gp1µnjtv ; p.p. 1-.3 

3 
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Mozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

The materials thus obta ined may be utilized in the pr oposed 

study. 

We a r e l i kewi se engaged in reading and d i ges ting the 

state Supreme Court decisions rel ating to Negroes and state 

cases which have been adjudicated by the Supreme Court of 

the Uni ted States, in order to have at our disposal a defi ­

nite framework f or a considerati on of the connection between 

Negroes in segregated communiti e s and the state and national 

l egal sanctions and proscriptions . This data is being com­

pil8d by Mrs . Acki ss who is an attorney and a member of the 

bar of the District of Columbia . 

WTFOD OF PROCEDURE 

4 

We propose to use Langston Univers ity, Langston, Oklahoma, 

as a base from which to conduct this research ~reject . We 

estimate that a pproximately six months would be n eeded f or f i eld 

investigation and participation in the social life of the com­

munities studi ed . I f the grant is received Mrs . Acki ss will 

obtain a leave of absence from teaching for t he summer of 1943, 

which period she will spend in t he field . Mr . Hill will obta i n 

a leave for the fall GUarter of the school ye~r 1943-44 and devote 

this time to compl eting the f i eld work. At some time duri ng the s ix 

months fellowship period either Mr . Hill or Mr s . Ackiss woul d ex­

pect to s pend at least two weeks in Chicago , studying the un­

published manuscripts on race relations at the University of 

Chicago and consulting with various students of r ace rel ations . 

~ jj 
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The matarial aoll~ct8d J J rlnc th~ fello~ship pw r 1od 

woul J be organ1Lod and integrated i nto v volu~e for pub-

11oct1on eftar th "' felJ.o~·shi; had expi red and itl~ tha ,rsonal 

funds of the partici;,en'ts in the s tudy . 

i 
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N.'U.S Lozell clar e:nce Hlll. .. ---= • w 1 
., 

lfatlonall ty Colored .:' lace of birth Annisto::.:n=.., ..;A:.:;l:::.a;;.;.'-_a::.:;ma:.:.;;;;, _____ _ 

~ate of birth 3- 27 - 10 iurents ' or guardian ' s nane Rrnphrey Fill 

Eome dd -z,..,8 F 1 1 · ~- ,., v· A-d K t: . t l a res .s v , ran~{ ... n , .1.~ • .., • , ~ . a ::~es s ~ an~ ,....;..,,_.;._,,_..;-.;..;..iJ .... ,~ -;.;. .. s __ • __ _ 

Rel i :lons ~~r111atl on }adher ent) of Church of J od 

Unlvcr..,.:_ty affillat i ons KAPPA .lL?HA PSI 

Church 

School C~lle-g~e- --~--------------- --------­

Entered 9- 16- 30 ..;__~;..._;;'-'---------·-----------------
Su..1tner Jr . Coll e e 

l aj or Soc.:.olo ·-y {Soc ~ olo .,y 
( 

J-r·adre t ed June 12 , 1933 ( J v.ne 7 . l 9 37 ( --------------
De•-ree 

1 6½ ...__ ____________________ _ :::.:..:s:=::c:::z::=:: rs 

=· -Eill , ~ ozell Clarence 

Kansas City, Ks . , Jr . Colle:e 1929- 1930 

Ps.,rcholc-::;y 
En:; . Llt 
Rhetoric 
Rhetoric 
-.:_.,.t of -:::n_ . 
Cont . Ar.1er o '!=!1st 
Soc.:.010:-y 
Exerc.:. se 1 - 2 
r:y ..,iene 

FALL 1930 On ,cJrobat.:on 

El em. A.'1. i. ..:i .: 01 . 
Eleo. Ger ,.an 
I ntro . Econ 
D:erc.:.se 
Exerc.i se 

Grade 
Catqlo~~e Credit l~t 2nd 
~ur1ber Hours Cem . Sera. - ----- - ------ -'--,,,---__:::___;._ 

1 
1 
1 

3 

u u 

2 
3 
2 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 

l J 
✓ 

I V 

C 
D 

:c 
C 
C 
C 

j 

C 
D 
C 
f 2/19/30 
B 
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.1: a.;e 2 
Grade 

catal ogue cred:.t 1st 2nd 
:l.l.I:lber Hou:-s :;em sem 

p--- .. :1°1 to !"lake .1,11·obat.Lon - - -
..?all ' 30 
~te:i.nstated to Cf)n tin..1.e on 
.i:'""Ob 3. tion 
On Prob ation ..,)p l 31 

s:;ir i n,; 1931 

1en 1 l Chem 1 5 C 
Lle, Span. l 5 B 
Socl·1l Path. 2 3 l3 
l r :_ '1.C • of Speech 1 2 B 

1:ade probation SP ' ' 31 

Fall 1931 

Spanish .Rd. ;,. Gr . ,.., 
5 C ~ 

Psych. :::ociol . 155 5 :> 
Crl.1inolo .,,. 169 3 C ., 
Kental -:;:e "'ts 152 3 C 

Sp.Pin._: l932 

Extemp o!'c Spea}:in~ 61 2 C 
.tu _f'r • "'o.,.t . 10 5 D 
C .11 tural .-mt,..,:!.•opology 171 3 C 
J. o~ul 'ltlon .. !'obl eu.s 267 3 C 
El er:i . :::..ogi c l'.2 3 C 

Fal l 1938 

I:= .1 _, . I) ...... ce Pr . 165 3 C ~ 

:Cebate I 5 3 C 
Speec"l:l So.1.•rec t 30 2 -
Sprin:- 1932 

Literary IntPrpr . 
,... 

2 B ... 
Rural Sociol . 1 32 3 A 
Social Patt olo - 2";'7 4 A -" Social Insarance 171 2 ;_) 

lfor:::. . . Delinq. C,...lld 1 51 3 B 
Cor.::nun. Rec:·eat . 57 2 3 

Graduate 
Fall 1933 

Gen 1 1 Anthrop . 13(; 3 s 
se1-:.:na.r Coe . In ·est . 301 ;1 "ociol . l1.Sf, . of :::..eader s h .:..r. . 003 
Labor ::cL nonlc 8 170 ~J l Conter'.p . Soc:..eLy 1 61 
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- . - Pa~e j 

JI'ade 
cat 11 0 _,\le c:-e1 ::. t 1st 2nd 
!:~ .,er l!ourB ,..,.. ~em ....,,_.,._._ 

Graduate 
Spr.:.n J 1934 

Soc .:.al Ca.f e . Ol'k 173 3 
.., 
..j 

... .:..,t . of Leon . That . 304 3 s 

.t u.blic 01ilni on 154 3 C 
se· lnar of Soc . Invest . 303 3 t s 2/ 26/ 37 
The"1 : e· 3 s 

Fall 1940 

se. 1i na.r of Soc l ol . 300 " .., i A 2/ 81/41 
Personnel :.gt . 175 2 u 

Urban E'oc.:.01 . 1 64 3 B 
The .F.:.el c. of Soc . n . 175 3 A 

De,,el op . of ::::oc . Theor y 162 3 A 

S1,rl ns 1941 

Ach. ,..en 1 • Soc .:. ol . l S0 3 B 
: sych. \'OC 9.t • 

(' i-ers . :.gt . 157 2 B L'-

, o.j or Soclal ~ over.ents 157 3 B 
s e1:1l nar of Sociol . 300 4 A 

Fall 1932 

Intro. Sch . Ad:n A50 2 C 
Ed:ic . _ sycr .t50 3 D 
Educ . Soc . S52 2 C 

Under ~rad J.a t e 
Fall 1940 

Voca t . Guidance Vl 56 2 'R 

Hill, :.ozell Cl :irence 

Uu I ✓ ERSiTY 



... - -

~ 

~-:~ 
Jr ) • • 

f .• 



LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Mozell C, Rill 

Dr . Mahol A. Jj!lJ 1ott, Associate Professor or Sociology, Univer si ty ot 
lansae , Lawrence, Kansai 

Mr. Mozell C. Hi ll has been a student of mine, 

both aa a. graduate 1tudent and a nmber of years ago aa an under graduat e 

student. I have found hill to be an earnest, hard-working young man. 

He did very good work with me as a graduate student, and I was :lapr essed 

with his ability to dig into a probla when he undertook i ndependent 

study. 

.Uthough ltr. Hill bas deep interest 1n the fut ure 

of his own people, he ie, I think, singularly tree fro■ the off ensive 

characteristics or many persons who are aem.ber1 of ainori ty group1. 

I think he 11 very objective in h11 point of Tin and that he n1l aalc• 

hie urk in the field of Jegro 1ociol.ogr if he ha1 1utfi cient f 1nanc1al 

a11ti1tance. 

I have previoualy gone over Mr . Hill' s plan for 

studying all- Jegro co-uni.ti e• and beli eve that he stand• an excellent 

chance of u)dng an 1:aportant oontri~uti on to our under1tanding of 

probl.•• of t he legro. Thia propol&l to 1tudy the Begro in an ex­

oluively legro COllllunity lhoul.d give UI an opportunity to dif ferentiate 

t he problea1 which he tace1 in a bi-racial group becauae ot our 

peculiar culture tro11 tho•• which are either a. matter of their own 

racial adjwstaent or are oo-on to all people . I can think of no recent 

etudy' in the f i el d of race or race relation, which 1hould be ot aore 

scienti f i c illportance than thie 

E R s T y 



Mosell C. Hill 

llr, Leroy Jloo,;:1, Dean of t he College, Langs ton Uni versity, Langeton, Okla. 

Mr. Hill haa the educational backgr ound and experience 

whi ch 1hould enable hi.a to handle the 1tudy of •ix e.11-legro COlllllunitiea 

of Oklahoaa in a very f&Torable UJU1er. He hae for eeveral yeara been 

i nterested in the 1tudy ot all-Hegr e co•un1t1••• Hie brother, the 

late Letchen Rill, •• the Mayor or Bol ey, proaoted one or t he 1trongeat 

prograaa of ci Ti c iaprovaent ever conduct ed i n an all-Negro 

aunicipe.lity. I tHl that the keen intere1t or Mr. Nosell C. Hill in 

all- legro COlllluniti e1, togethex- with hi• cl oe• peraonal conta.ct with 

auch coauniti e• for year1, will enable hill t o get at the heart ot 

th• inforaation and tact• which are anilable on thia pha1e of l egro 

life. 

Th• information tough' through thie project i e or 

national illportanoe, and it hae pot ential uaet that enhance 1ta 

iaportance at thi1 criti cal period or readJuat■ent with which our 

1oc1al groups are faced. 

Dr, M•P4tl ShetMAo Director, Orthogenic School, Univer sity of Chicago 

I had u opportunity to know llr . Hill during t he 

,umaer and tall quarter• of 1941. I oonaidered. bia an exceptionally 

intelligent peraon who waa definitely int ereated in the aooio­

peychol ogical probleae, and who aade nery etfort to iapron hi1 

Jcnowl qe. Hi• d1acuaai on of psychologi cal probleae, which ••r• pre­

eented 1n the aeminar, ab.owed•• that he had a great deal of inaight 

and i nt•••• i ntellectual curi oai ty. 

U IVERS~TY 



Mozell C. Hill 
_,_ 

I beli•T• that the plan that Jfr . Hill has for t he 

• t udy of :Negro coJDIIWlit ie• in Oklahoma 11 excellent , and the only 

cr i t i ci n I llight have is that he haa selected too many conunitiea 

for atudy. I can 8C&rCel.y believe that • ii aonth• of invest igation 1• 

sufficient for an nalati on of six oo-unitiea. OtherwiH the plan 

ae••• to be of great intereat for, ae llr . Hill at&t ed., no one baa 

ever studied the context of legro culture in a 1ituation 1n which 

signifi cant or doainating relationshi p• with whi te persona were not 

present. 

Dr, Carroll D, Clark. Profeaaor of Sociol ogy and Head ot Departaent, 
Uni nrli t y of lanai, La.wrence, Kansu 

I ha.Te known lloaell Hill for the past eight or nine 

yeara, during which tille he carried 011 graduate work. and compl ete4 

requir•enta tor the K • .l. degrff at th• Univereity of Kansas under 

111' aupeni.11011.. 

Mr. Hill is a 11&D of good intellectual equiptent 

though not ot out1tanding brilliance. He baa 1hon a steady eapaci.ty 

tor growth which led ao•t ot us, uong hi 1 teachers, to r ffiH upward 

our earli er estiaatea ot hia abili ty. He bas learned to dig peraiatently 

into problaa and to ult• ua• ot hi1 analytical power • in recent years . 

Ria attitude 1a uaulUl.l.ly diepaasi onate and ob­

jectiTe, for a tlegro or tor a white 1tudent.. He respect s fact• and 

etriTea to giTe th• honest interpretation. I f -.y ef'forta haTe been 

well spent, he 11 now pretty well TerHd in balic tecbnique1 and aethoda 

of i nTeatigation. HoweTer, he baa not had a great deal ot experience 

1n studie1 ot considerable • cope. J {{( J 
~)}i 
A 
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Jlosell C. Hill -4-

I visit ed the town of Boley with hi.a, when he 

was engaged in that study, and waa tavon.bl.y illlpreased with hi e handling 

of fi~ld investi&Ation,. 

I believe he ie coapetent to handle the propose4 

f!tuciy creditably-. He hae per e8Terance, tenaci ty, and i s not l acking 

in iaag1nativ• insight diaciplined by ,ci ent ifi o method. 

Jlr. Hill hae a considerable fund of tact, geta 

along well 1f1 th aeabert 01· hie awn race and white f ollta. I think bi_a 

personality ie one or hi• etrongeat aeeet•. 

If, G. L. Ha17ison, Preeident, Langaton Un.1.veraity, Langaton, Oklahoma 

5•• tile on lire. Theaa D. J.ekiH . 

Jlr . Harriaon•• letter of reference cc,v•r• th• Joint appli cation ot 

th••• two eend.i datea. 
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1940 J>S 

Name 

Plan of Work 

Tllel.mn Davis Aoki.us {Mrn.) 

Teacher of Hist ory and Coordinator or Social Rosearch 
Lan~ston Onivur aity 
Liulgnton, Oklahoma 

Field: Sociology 

To complete n s0oio-pa7chologioc.l. study ot 61x all-Negro oomlffl.lnities in 
t h• State of Ok.lr.homu. Mui be con!l1dored e. Joint proJect with ttr . ijotell c. Hill, 
or as an individual proj ect. 

t ishoo t.o wor k tor s ix raontt.u, beginning June l , l94J to December 1, 194.J . 
ffi ll return to present poei t i on. 

Applied 1n 1940 and 194<. 

Penonal Data 

Undervraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

Experlance 

Accompllahmenta 

Born Yiogner , Okl.ohoma, April , 1906. 
Sep..1\reted. One chi l d . 

Howard Oniversit7, Y. A., l9J6, L. L. B., l9Jl 
Amoriol'.n Oni vor s1ty, September, 1936 to February, 19.38 . 
University of [e.nsas, swmiaer, 1939. 

Lawyer, D1atri ot oi' Columbia, l9J: -J6; t,e(;)cher of history, Lti.ng::iten 
Univer si ty, Langston, Oklahoma, 19J6 to pre s~nt, izooo. 

Pgbllcatioyz uA Frnme of .nefer 1;1Aae for tte Study ot ffogro ~ouie t.y", 
with Mozel l o. Hill, Sgoinl Fgroos. 
'l\fo short stor ies publ1ahed in P@Yoholoq M~.gadne anc Af!'o-Amorioa.3, 
.Balt1oore, Marylwd. 

Gen.-er~l Education Bourd tullowship, Fiok On1var31ty, 1940-41. 
Social solenoa reseurch wi tn Dl.•. Charles Johnoon, 1941- 42 . 

Dr. G. L. Uuriaon, ~ .ncoton Ouiver:1it 7 
flr. Ler oy ' !oore, Lhnc,ton Unive.r s! ty 
Dr. John 'Ooll~rd, Yalo Univor olty 

Budqet Summary 

Dr. Charl os ThoT4pson Tunkegee Institute 
Dr. ~1ll1run R. Hastie, Ro~ard Uni ver s ity 

Total Amount Needed f 7'20 
From AppUcant ~ 

from Fund iJ;To 

~OUNT GRANTED 
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L.EtttltS or RERRENCE 

Dr, Jobp R9ll9t4. Resea:rob Associate in Social Anthropology, Yale Unherntt y 

It •••• to •• tht t. Jiill and Acid•• ba'H a atrong and 

originAl research propoeal. I peraonal.ly aa auch int.er••ted i n the 

differential iapeot ot our .Amerioan aooiety 011 ••~ c•• when the control• 

ar• nrioual.y operated by eaoh on• ot the two p-oupa aep&rat•~• 

I ha..-• ••911 the paper• whicb th••• cand1clate• ha.Ye 

written and bel1ne the, h•T• alrMdy a.de a oonT1nc1na at&rt and haTe 

• bown th• feaaibilit,- ot their total ent.erpri••• 

1 u not peraona.lq aoquainted with Hill but. reel 

that Mra. Ackb• ii Terr ooapetent. I haTe adai.Nd tbe ny •h• baa coat, 

into the field ot aooiolo17 and 80Cial pqcholo17 and abown u atfi nit7 

t oT the beat idea• 1n tb• f1•l4• I can aee a ruuable and di at1not1ve 

book ••rfinl fl'OII the Nlearoh on the au Negro 00111unit1e1 in Oklahou. 

pr, Charle• B, 'thollp■on, Dean, Coll•&• ot Liberal Art.a, Boward tJniverdty 

I haTe read tbe plan ot Mra • .Aoki •• and llr. Bill to 

u.ke a atudy ot au all-»•aro c01111mdtie1, and I haft been part1culerl1 

illpreaaecl by the unique l:Jn,otheaie which th.,- hope to teat. I n Tin ot 

the iaportance of the problea ot Jegro-whit• relation• 1n th• country 

and particul&rlf the e!'t•ot that thoN Nlationa haft or M7 b&Te upo11 

the peraonalit7 or leer<>••• thia 1t'Ud111 ••peo1allT a1gnif1cant. It 

ahould thro1f aoae ftr.Y auob nNded light not o~ upon the etteot• ot 

li'Yinc u to\al. or ■eai-180lat1on. 

Uu IVERSITY 



Mr s . Thelma Davia Ack1•• 2 

deacr1bed and juati!ied i n t.hia manuacript. to determine With •nt gr M t 

degree ot accuracy their n.lidi ty. Bo.-ner, 1n view ot the t wo 

indiTld:ual• undertakina the •tudir it probabl.J' ahould be tu•n t or 

granted that the ••thode • ill be a.uqvate. 

Mr, Lfrox 1990• DMn o.t tbe Collea•, Lanceton 1Jn1ve:re1ty, Lan1aton, Okla . 

I u pleaaed to torn.rd• atateaent on Mr1. Tb.elu. 

iokiaa, wbo 1• a reo9et. addition to our taoul\y. I have known 

Mr•. Ack1H tor year• and can •PHk in 1J0rda or pi-au• •• to her edu,.. 

c&tional backarouild and training. 

Kra. Jck11& baa •••ieted. Mr. Hill througbout this 

year on a ••ri•• ot article• ooapUed for publication. Her legal b&ok­

ground training will aene adlliral>ly in eeouring, oo•piling, and 

editing ta.eta obtained troll t.h11 at\ldy'. 

Th• infoJ"Ntioo so-uaht. through th11 atud:, 1• ot 

national 1aportance and it haa potenUal uae1 t.bat enhance i t • 

1aportanoe at this oritical period ot readJuatlaent with wbicb our 

eocial ,roupa are taced. 

IF, G, L, Bln11PP, Pretident, L-"1g•ton 'UniYeraity, Langston, Oklahou. 

I W1ab to OOIIMlld to TOU M:r. •osell c. flill •nd 

lfra. Tbelaa D. J.oklaa who are, I underatand, maki ng a ,oi nt application. 

Th91 are CODlllloted with th• Social Science Departaent. llr. Bill 1• 

director of our new unit ot reaearoh and Mrt. Aoki ,. 1• Coord~tor ot 

llateriala or the...-. Thia •1t 11 parti cularly' 1nt.reated at preaent 

~J ~( 
j\ jj 
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Jira. t helaa DllTia Acld•• 

1n cooperating in th• Lend Grant Coll•g• reeea.rch progrq under the 

1pon1orabip ot Dr.•• ! . B. DuBoie. In additi on to carrying on tbia 

prograa at Langaton, Mr • .8111 and lfra. Aoki.ea are a.leo engaged i n a 

joint research proJect centering around the eleTeD all-l•gro ooaaun1t1•• 

ot Okl.ahoM.. 

In rq eetiution tb•1 are •inently qualit 14td to pur,ue 

this 1nTeet1g&t1on, and I bu·• been a-tcrengtbened in tbi • oJ)inion by th• 

intere1t ahown br editor• who are publishing 9011• ot their •ter ial.a. 

In thia connection I ai1ht NY tbat • tellowahip to th••• c•bera ot 

our re,earch •tart would not onl-y enable tb• to ooaplet.e their on 

1t.ud.1e1, but would iJ"Mtl,7 taoilitate t.he intere1t1 ot t.be aca1n11trat ion 

111 buildinc up ita prou•• ot reau.rcb. 

I 
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Mozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

Statement of Pl an of ilork 

PLEASE RETURN 
TO 

JU LIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

This is a proposal for a joint study on the a ll-Negro 

community to be undertaken by Mozell c. Hill and Thelma D. 

Ackiss , social science teacher s at Langston Uni versity. 

This study contempl ates the exhaustive invest i gati on of e-
~ 

l:eve-11 all- Negro communities in the state of Okl ahoma. It 

woul d bring out the r easons for the founding of these sepa­

r ate communit i es , their development and present char act er­

i stics o The main effort would be di~ected toward an under­

standing , in socio- psychologica l terms , of the effects on 

Negro personality of living outside the framework of the 

dominant , segregated racial pattern. That would incl ude 

an anal ysis of the insti tutional mores and dynamic rel ation­

ships •¥i thin the Negro s ociety ; the relationships of 

Negroes in these communiti es to whites ; and their atti ­

tudes toward Negr oes , whites , and the total cult~re . 

Such a study appears to be significant because i n the 

first pl a ce , nothing has been written on the origin and 

development of all-Negro communities ; and second l y , no a t­

t ention has been devoted to Negro personality which has not 

the constant psychol ogical pressure of the white society 

upon ito I f such an investigation i s to be done , it seems 

timely to conduct it now because the records of these com­

munities are incomplete and even if they were not , we 

woul d not be able to furnish 

sonality from records al one . 
a true-i.nte prl.t~. ion er-

e ca unities were 

lu 
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Uozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

founded early in this century and the first settlers , who 

were then adul ts , are now past sixty years of age . Thus 

if case histories are to be secured which will allow us 

to reconstruct a val id picture of the founding and develop­

ment of the Negro communities , i n socio- psychological terms , 

they shoul d be taken as soon as possible . 

Another t i me l y feature of the proposed project lies in 

the fact that a period of f l ux and eris.is , such as the pre ­

sent , will urovoke more positive expressi ons of sentiment 

and opinion than could be expected in "normal " times . 

Hence our chances +'or arriving at a comprehension of the 

actual attitudes vrhich these peopl e possess will be cor­

respondingly greater . ~/hen emotions are stirred , as they 

necessarily a r e during war time , we expect exaggeration and 

over emp~asis , but the exaggeration itself will be more re­

vealing than dispassionate and guarded verbalizations , for 

they will at least point out to us the matters #hich evoke 

the strongest reacti ons in the minds of our informants , and 

enabl e us to determi ne more definitely the thines which are 

most firmly entrenched in the unconscious . 

Basic Assumptions 

Our frame of reference involves the assumption that Ne­

goes live at a very high leve l of emotional tension because 

of the 11white , superiority- - Fegro , inferi or ity" character of 

has im-

a s sumption 

r. -~:I 
✓ 

race relations in the United States and t~at t~is 

portant implications for Negro pers:;:;_Jyj~is 

-----~ 
U u I ✓ E 
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Mozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

suggests the following hypothesis for the potential study: 

Significant differences exist of personality, attitudes , 

motivation and development of relationships and instituti ons , 

between :J"egroes of racially mixed communities and racially 

homogeneous communities . If t his i s true the influence of 

the impact of the wru.te society on Negro personality can not 

be thoroughl y understood exce ~t in reference to Negro per­

sonality as it has developed apart from this impact and 

this psychologica l ur essure .~ 

Status of Project 

· :e have a lready done some preliminary work in 3ol ey , 

Okl ahoma , includi ng a masters thesis by :~ozell c. Eill, 1934 

dealing wi th the com'.ilunity. ··1e have made a number of case 

histories of ~oley re s idents , secured newspapers , lette rs , 

and a diary ; examined certain documentary evidences , receiv­

ed answers to 125 family questionnaires , and participated 

in t he social life of Boley. The t vm encl osed articles , both 

pending publication , are the par t i a l results of our investi­

gation in this community . 

', le are now in progress of studying Langston , Okl ahoma , 
~ 

one of the elo-ven all-Negro communities , 1rhich i s a l s o the 

location of the state coll~ge for Negroes . This investi­

gation is being done in connection \,vith the research pro­

ject of the Negro Land Grant Colleges , of wbi ch t:r. Hill is 

Director for Langston Univers i ty and t~rs • . -ickiss , assistant . 

Uu I 
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Mozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

The material s thus obta ined may be utilized in the pro,osed 

study. 

'de are likewise enl"aged in reading and digesting t he 

state Supreme Court decisions relating to Negroes and state 

cases which have been adjudicated by the .3uprame Court of 

the United J'tates , in order to have at our disposal a defi ­

nite framework for a consideration of the connection bet'..veen 

Negroes in segregated comm.unities and the state and national 

legal s a.I1ctions and proscriptions . 1£his dg_ta is being com-

· piled by Hrs . Ackiss who i s an attorney and a member of the 

bar of the District of Columbia . 

1:Iethod of Procedure 

~le propose to carry on this research from Langston Uni­

versity where we are connected with the Social Science De­

partment . Our teaching schedules will allow us at least 

three ful l days each per week to devote to research. 

1/e recognize the advantages which would accrue to us 

from some contact with other students of race relations , par­

ticularly since we intend to bring out the significant per­

sonality differences between Negroes in see;regated communities 

and those in racially mixed communities . Since we will not 

do any field ,\Ork in the mixed ccmrnunities , our information 

on that score will be denendent on the findings ·of other in­

vestigators . Therefore we would like to consult with some of 

these individua ls , -particularly Horace R. 

Warner , Allison Davis, and Fred G. ilale 

Cayton , 

JIJ 
J 
✓ 

4 
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1Iozell O. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

In regard to our frame of reference , we could at the 

same time strengthen our socio- psychological and psychiatric 

orientation by conferring with Herbert Bl um.er , Daniel A. 

Prescott , and n.Landel Sherman , all of whom can be contacted 

in Chicago . In addition we want the opportunity of examining 

the unpubl ished materia l on race relations at the University 

of Chicago . 

Accordingl y , we nropose to spend the month of August at 

the University of Chicago , not as register ed students , but 

as consultees and library students . 

Thereafter we will visit the all- Negro communities in 

Okl ahoma peri odical ly and as often as necessary for the exami ­

nati on of documentary evi dences , interviewing , distributing 

and collecting questionnaires, compiling statistical data , 

and participating as much as possible in the life of the com­

munities . 

As the investigation progresses we expect to publish 

significant units of material in the form of art icles and 

papers . The vrork will a l so yield at least one volume by the 

end of the fellowship period, possibly two , depending upon 

the size of the gr ant , if one is received , and whether there 

i s allowance for enough research assistants to expedite the 

field work. 

'.'le contempl ate the continua tion of our careers a s faculty 



Mozell C. Hill 
Thelma D. Ackiss 

METHOD OF PROCEDURE 
;I' 

We propose to use Langston University, Langston , 

Oklahoma, as a base f rom which to conduct this research 

project . We estimate t h a t approximately six months would 

be needed f or field investiga tion and participa t ion in 

the social life of t he communit ies stu died. I f the grant 

is r eceived Mrs . Ackiss will obta in a leave of absence 

from teach ing for t he swnmer of 1 ~43, v<l1ich period she 

will spend in t he f i eld . Mr . Hill will obta in a leave for 

the f all qu ar ter of t he school yea r 1 943-44 and devote 

this time to compl e ting the fi eld work . At some time 

during t he s ix months f ellowshi p p er iod either Mr . Hill 

or Mrs . Ackiss would exp ect to spend at least two weeks 

in Chicago , studying the unpublished manuscrip ts on r ac e 

r ela t ions a t the Univers ity of Chicago anu consulting 

with v a r i ous students of race rel a tions. 

The mater i al collected during t h e f ellowsh i p per iod 

would be organized and integr a ted i nto a volume f or pub­

lication after t he f el lowshi p had exp ired an u witn t h e 

pers ona l funds of t he participants in t he study . 

i J 

"" 
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Mozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

Thia 1o u propo t.. rcr u 

OCC."'11Wl1. ty to bo uno. rtakon by 

~ ll..t~A~ ~~if4'l 

or..: 

~t IU)J ki:l'--/~ f d t 
;fo ·it ~tu ! 0ll tho ,.11- ' 1.\1"" ). ;"tl-1 
o .. ull c. lill nnd Thelma n. 

oki :J , sooicl sc.i.once tc·t:llorr.i at - r.n ton University. 

st.udy oonto '!)lc tea the o ho.uot-vo 1uvootie ,il)n ot' ~ 

,;.G"vL . ell-t~ogro CCl.C:l wiitie~ in tl!o ot<!te of kluh · • It 

\;oulii '.-1. _ l!l OL t .,ha J:•t; o .1s for "l.tJ .i.'ound1 ~ ,i 0'1' th• ·o o .. p -

:'"at comun1t1 .o , thcS.r dcv .lo rle.nt .1d r,rcae 1t 011 1· 1ter­

!.6tioo . 'l'he main !'fort ;ou.~ d b ~ dirootod to ,urd n und r ­

stm1ding, in oooio- paycholo icul torus, or th""' effect on 

J'ogro cr som:lit;y or l.ivin.c; outoido tho fruuew-rork o,. .. tno 

<1 n:ninont , osroeocod r cial pnttorn. 'l"hat •vultl inclmlo 

an _,n l ysie: of tho inut!tuti.ono.l noroo ond dyrut"'iio relation­

ohips .,ithin thll .. , ... ,e,t·o ~ociety ; tho r lnti, !lBhi•) of 

egroo .:.!. ·t.11 i.JC: oo. ·ni ti s to hi teu; nc.'i tuoi1" :.tt.i-

... uch c Gtudy ppcaro to bo :Jit;n1tic it beca1.1~0 in tbc 

t'ir .... t pl aoo , nothine hn boon 1r.!.t;ten on the or1u1n nnl.l. 

dov lopt1 nt of oll-Uo...,ro ca::i:::luni t.i o • ; au' soco ly, n, . i"t­

t ontion ha bs n dovot ~ to Uee;ro per$onul.1ty 1hich h snot 

t Je c on::Jtant payoholo ic-r.l p:::c. suro or tlla tll~te __,ocioty 

up .n 1t. It ouoh an 1nvooticat1 n in to b do , it eCL~o 

tia:.ely to ~ontluct it no 1 l>eco.u.: ·t;ilo 1·oeordo or th... co;z.-

i t i e ere inoonpl tc 

~ould not ~o ~blot ~ur.nish 

~onal ity trom records clone. 

Uu·IVERSITY 



I.ioz e 11 C. Hill and The lmu D. Acl:'.:is s 

rowided ~rl y ln this oentury and tho first sattlera, who 

were then ndults . a.re nm, past sixty years o~ ace . T..huo 

it oase h1stor1ea arc to be secured ,rhieh ,;'111 nl l m'I us 

to rooonstruot a val id p1cturo or the rounding ·~Jld develop.. 

::ient or the Negro canz,uni t.ie~ , 1n aocio- psycl1ol o,.,.1o·1l t cma, 

they should be t a~cn o.s so ,n n9 possibl e . 

\not hsr tiL:..el7 ro~tura of tha pr o,oood project lies in 

the fl-1Ct thnt .;1 period or flux end orisio, m1ch as t.he pro­

aent, v.111 i>rovoke 1'i!-o~ r,ooit ivo expr ossivnc o: oontJ.tilont 

Uenoe our chuncaJ :or Arriving , t a COwf'.L'uue.n..;icn of the 

vealin..,; th.~ n d:to:.Ja::s-3::.i;,nuto ='1'1 r..\:.orjeu vt.,i:':::iol:tz~tionc , tor 

they \-dll e.t l13c-.nt po : n~ ot:·.:. to uc t.:..o r:.a.tt~rs i1h1ch evoke 

t he st.ron6est recctions in tJ-10 .::u.1 .... $ ')f r.ti.· i.:... c ;:-m.1.lnt~~, a.."'ld 

entitle us to doterm.lno moro dofinitoly the t hl.nc ;;1 ·,:d oh nro 

most firrJ.l.y ontronohod ill the unoonsoiouu. 

Bas1o /1.osu"ll:ptions 

Our trru:i<1 or r ererenoe involve.l the o au..J"')t.1on. that .:o­

c;roos live ut o very lli...,h lovel of enot!onul tens1,,n l:eot'1Se 
/ 

ot the "v41ite , suporiority--:~sgro, inferiority '' ch~rnotor ot 

r uoe relations 1n the Unitod ,tutes c.od that, thin hns i.'n-
~ 

asslJlat>ti on [ por t :mt 1mpl1cationa ror Pegro parson 
t y ll~ '!:his 

41 ! J~l 
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IIozeU o. Hill and Thell:ia D. Aold.ss 

suggests the tollowing bypothesie tor the potential s ~udy: 

1gn1t1oant difterenoos exist of -personality, attitudes, 

motivetion and dovelo·;mcnt o: rel~tionshi vs und lnstitutioru1, 

bet~eBn Negroes or r6oinlly ~i.::ed CQ.;:.\i lWlitics ruul ~eci~lly 

ha.'nogeneouo co!ru'iluni tle:.i. l t t h .ls is true the 1.ntlue nco ot 

the impact ot ~ho ~;hito 3oclit,'ty on Hegro personality cui not 

bo thoroughl:r under:;toud ex.ocn t :!.n referonce to n~g.~ per­

so.:1,...lity us it haa dovolopod n '{)P . .rt fro 1 thin 1;,t"")act nnd 

t h :!.s ,11:,ohologl c-l prot,sur o . ~ 

,o have al.r~qdy dono s o.:no prol.L~n r1 .rorl: in Bo!.oy, 

dec.lin~-; id th th~ oom1nru:! cy . ",o have 1;.u~e a nu:::ibar of case 

h1otories ot l! oley :rosidonta , seaurcd no~,spaper::, , lettvro, 

anrl. a diury; exmined oeri;a i n d :iQu.-1e1::.t c.ry_ ovidonce!:' , reoeiY­

od uns·.v\lrs t.o 12.5 lai.'l\l;T questionnn1::-oJ • t'.1ld pnrtiaipoted 

in tee e ocie.l lif e ot i!o1o;7• ~he t -:o cnoloa ,>u artiolos , both 

pondinJ ~ubl ioutio! .. , o::-o t ,re p~t i ul :eaults ryf our 1nvest1-

t;utiou i:o. tld.s CQ!FT.U.'1.ity . 

local.ion o: tho ste:t.e collo~ f'or !,c~oo:J . T~1~ luvest1-

gat1on 1o bsinc d o=.c i n oon.~o:!tio.o ·,1. tb the res!lr rcb J>ro­

Jeot or the !~e~o Land '":1•Gnt Collogaa. ot whlc..li !.~ . Rill i s 

Director tor Llmuston Un1vor31ty and J.tra. '.ckisa , c.ssietant. 

3 
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Mozell C. Hill nnd i'helma D. Aoldsa 

'!'he materials t hus obt a1nec.1 may be utilized 1n t ho pro""osecl 

s t udy. 

fe are likewise enr;ugeu in reading a nd dlflesting the 

state Supro~e Court decioions relat ing to Negroes and atete 

oaaee whi ch ha ve been a d judica ted by the Supreme Court ot 

t h• United St :itc a , in order to have a t our diaoosal a det1-

n1te trc.me ,ork :or e ct;>n:Ji dorati on o-.r the connection between 

~ Uegroes 1n s egregateti co:::iraunitie :J und the stnte fffid n~tional 

l ee;al sanotionn ond :;ro::crir,t iona. Tuia d ut-c.. ia being 0001-

piled bJ t:r s . ,' okiso .,l..o i J a n ottori:oy e.r.d a u 0nber or the 

bnr or t he DiJt r i ct of ColUtJ.b! ~. 

~ct.'.:.t!~ g£. ' 'rooorlt !'O 

tie I)ropose t o oar r.y on t l::t~ :·est.rnrch r r o:a I..anr:ston Un1-

vers1 t y wha r a ,-:o o.rc oc . ..int: c t,::d ·,i ~i:. t h t.1 Sr>cicl 1·c1ence De­

partment. J111• +;ouch".n':!, sr.hc d.ule.! ;i ll a l lo;i; ns a t least 

three full ,Jo:t:.1 e'!ct.. nc r ,e6k to devot~ t o r cae o.rch. 

' 'le reoogn izo the odve..1tuBOS vb i ch 't/OUld a corue to us 

tr~--i sec.a contact wi t h otllo r gt\Jdants or r ace t ·elat :1.<ms 1 par­

tioularly s ince we i ntend t o br ing out t ho aignl!i oant per­

sonality dif'feren oes batw~en nogroes in ~ogregated ocnr.iu.nitiea 

e.nd t h m10 i n r a oinlly m1.x:ed c a:nnwiities. 1 ince we 11111 not 

do any fiold work i n the mi xed o01m1.un1t1o~ , our i ntomation 

on that score will bo dependent on t he finding of other in­

vestigators . Therefore we would like to consult wi th sane ot 

these individuol.s• particulurly 

tYarner • Alli ::;on Dav l s , and P'rod 

u u I 

0 
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•ozell c. iill nd Thelma D. Ackiss 

In rcgurd to our fr• !nf: of retcrenoo , \·;c could ut t.he 

se..rr:e time !ltrengthon ou'!" aocio-psychologicul end paychiatric 

orionta.-tion by confer inc with Her:.>ert Blur.1or • Daniol /\ . 

Prosoott , and Mandel oh9?:".!!lon, all or whom oan ?le co.:itcctod 

in Chicn5;0 . ln eddi t1on we wt1.nt the opportunity of oxnninc; 

the un'f!ublish<' mutr,rinl on roce rolutions at tho Uni~crcity 

or Chicago . 

Accordingly, we pronoae 1.:,0 n':)-:nd the month ~r ugu!lt at 

tho university of Chicieo , not os rog1.5tered tu cnta , but 

as consultees and lib~1ry students . 

'l1herouf'tor we will visit the all- l'e e;1'0 ooom\llli ties 1n 

Oklahoma periodionlly and us of-ton as nooos:Jary for tho oxnmi­

nat1,,n of doou:,.ent~ry evldonoos, 1.ntervie ;,oing, d1stribut,:;..n.., 

and o~llecting questi onna1r9s 9 compiling s t crtis t icsl ~n tc, 

ond ~ artic1pating FJ.G much os pos:J!.ble 1n the 111.'o or thc-: co:n­

munitios . 

As the 1nvost1gntion progreo~os wo oxneot to publish 

significant units or meteriul 1n tho f orm or articlos "nd 

papers . The "/Ork. ·,·ri ll aJ.oo yield at lee.et one volume by the 

end o f the fellowship pa::·iod , ossibly t.ro , depending upon 

tho o ize or the s r nnt , if ~ne in rec"i ved, ond v:hother there 

is el lo·,n .• co for enough ro~earch e:JBi::Jtm1ts to ox edito the 

f'ield work. 

la oontoc-,plt te t.he continuation ot our oaroer s aa . fcculty 

members ot Langston !Jnivercity at tho end or the fellowship 

period , ut the zw..1e .,ime ongagi ther. r s 

field or r ace relutionn. 

5 
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SOOIAL A mTUor..s IN AN ALL-NEGRO CO-=-.U11I'lY 

by 

Uozell C Hill and Thelma D Ackis s 

I 

The purpose of thi s art icle i s t o define parti ally t ue culture 

pattern of an a ll-!iegro c o!llClunity in t he vouth by an e.xami.nation and 

analysis of a ~,ti.tud~s t.onard the American pattern of r uce rol atior!s . 

Our effort is '1ir ec t1;1d tonar d an understan.ding or ,1hat, c o. cept.ion t he 

Negroes of t his COl!il':ltmlty- h4ve of th£. ·n ee pr obl2m11 ; 'tln.ut f eelings 

and omot ions motivate thei r r ela ... i onships wir.h t•L.it es a nd vrit~. ol,nar 

Negroes; and what connect i on may be observed betue1:n their ideoloa:1 and 

their overt behavior. ,e ffl!Jlt to y_riow pract ically, i f not ~plicit l y, 

wr..at a dvantages the Uegr o livin! in se.ti.- i solAtionism f rom th~ dor-.inant. 

culture has r eceived or anticipa~es beca1h~e of ~i s semi-is olation , and 

wha t sort of social at~oephere e.xiste in euch a co~ll\unity. 

There are sever al pos sible ~et hods of pr 0eed~r ~, any one of which 

might be utilized in at tacking this pr oble.ia. 1 It i s not our i tention 

t o get mi.r ed d.omi into a pro a.'ld con discussi on of al.l o:f t r1e.se l!let hods . 

It should be made clear, how-ever, t hat we make no atteopt t o n.eu ure 

a t titudes quantitatively f rom. v er balisat ions of i nfomant s , wnich a 

number of s ocial sci ent i s t s do. 2 

lcl i fford Kirkpat r ick has r:ada a ~riticnl and illw:linating analysis on 
t he .Gteasuring o! a ttitudes . Jee his "Assumptions and l.!ethods in Atlit ude 
J!easur~ent." . i\::lerican Sociological .r1.eview, Vol. I (1936) pages 75-88. 

2For example , s ee Charle s S Johns on "3r owing Up in t he ...... ~ .♦. 
Amer i can Council on Educati on, 1tashl.ngton i) C ( 41) 224- 255. 

.-----
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Such an. ~ttempt would be inc oopatible with oar conception or attitudes as 

subjective reacti ons, i ncont r!>Tartibly tied up wi t h int erests, and based 

on the emotional aspirations o! persona.llties. Thus a mere assertion ~ 

an individual, without. more, does not necessarily or preswabl.J express 

his a t titude; nor does it imply a continuum or quantitative scale:- Quite 

possibly it indicates his o~inion but even preswaing that it does, we could 

not yet be reuonabl,- :ertain that the opinion r err~sented the connecting 

link between his i deational processes and overt behavi or because h,.! might 

not be aware of his own attitude. 

Accordin3l,,v, it apooars that. the s t udy of p~r son,tlity ie :.?le very 

core of our problem. r,e would understand the beliefs, prej ud.:.ces, standards, 

and attitudes or ~nough "typic~l:r individuals o! Ollr a ... 1.-Uegro comriunity­

(which -pe shall call Pree Town) for it.8 cli.mate of t hought to become in­

telligible to us . Thi5 objective ca.n be reallied, or at least approached, 

in our estimation, by a socio-psTchological interpretation of interview 

.materials obtained from persons who are representative of t h A body o! 

sentinent of certain large co,~tT gr-oups .2 Since this particular 

comunity was ! ounded in the early 1900's, we shall present our interviews 

chronologicall7, in terms o! t he three generations of its residents . 

Before so doing, however, we submit, in the following paragraphs, 

uh.at see.cl.S to be the most suggestive and fund&f!'lental problem or the 

Negro in A.l?terica in the emotional realm, a~d t he auxiliary !actors 

surrounding it . These are of fered as criteria by which we nhall test 

the rele'ftncy of ?u.r data. Tnis problem then, and its subsidiary 

Uu IVERSITY 
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element ~, serve as a f ra.':18 of reference for the study. 

The Hegro llvea at nn cxt::-C'.r,cl y hich level of t ension by reason or 

the i nconsistency botwcL-n t he dCt:Locrati c i deology and the reality of hie 

inferior &nd i.mr11obi le s t a 1.us in t he ca.st..,.llke social. pattern. Senral 

causes f or a:not ional t ens i on 'l1JIJ¥' be enur:.erated f rom t his contradictocy 

sit uat ion: 

1. Tho ."1·~up at :lot:p 1. '.l .:-e ls ch&rt ed wlt.h pot ent ial auatogonisin 
beC!.u.ae th"' 1~1~ 'Jf !{c.:ro,_.:. ~nd ~1ites are entirely irreconcilable. 'l'he 
goal of the ,11it.e3 is .aint.o.'lll!lce of the ract~l z t.a.t :..1, 1'lO., hile i:ogroea 
aim at e1ual.H,\,. of o-- ortu:.-tl f:.:,- ln e'le.r1 ph:ise or cult ural lite. TM.a ia 
1.mpos.4libl6 r>l 11.cil.1.ever.:ent ~nl oa:1 U10 s tat n s C\UO i s brok1.tn down. 

2. 1'he baok neod for ::rncurit.y rem.i.r.s u..rica l,i~ i r,ci as l on q es 
Neero1...s urc di3ud·.an!',8t\ld :r..rc ly boca~5e or r ace . 

2a.. I, s i gnl!icam:. r~ '..~.1.Ciltion 1.,r 1.h-:c um:;s.t.. i !l!ied nee.d for securit.T 
invol:,ea t he c l r~;i; .-.cri b'!ti s ;.:i.c !'.l in wn.ich :.he .~~r.'.> ls p3rw.l..:.t ed .;o ,1r-•1e . 

To mention c. f 1« lliu.t.:,i,t,.\..ons- ~u i s negre~~t'?ri on c onmon carri o::."!S and Dllllbl nu_s 
establlshtlonts ·mi ch chtJr to II the public ''; ::,e:< c.:mta ~ "o with whi~,.s 3.re 
rigid.l.,v prosc;-L.>\Jd; t,tH barrier i.Je t.wven th~, r ace~ 13 at. i t.s hei -;l'lt. regarding 
such lnt.imat.e 1_ia(.tex-a as dininz and oleepin1 , O"<t endln ... t<> 1· e,.:.deuvial 
aegregation; and !ir.L3.J..ly , t he pn:~te: n 0£ conunc:,, of t,e.::i•oeo t o :ard vmites is 
set by a deiinite r acial eti r.iet.te • 

• s a res lllt of t.t.o tension ,.ngOllc!.nrod by t he lack or space for 
free mo-re;.icnt., t ha J,e gro ))ecorlOs i nhibited ;ind rr .rnt r a.tetl. This m~ l ead 
t o overt a"! ,r .:i~e.:.on t. ooar <l whi t es t-r , r.:oJ·e 5a.f0.ly, ntt hi., t he 1-;egr o group . 
It may lead t.o a st.ate ot apathy i n which t,he r:o[!r o sioply 11 doesn 1t care 
wt1:1t ha .. ,,uns11 • Or i.t. roa,- f orce t :1e r:ce,·o t o -it,t,c pt t o 11osoape'1 f r oa the 
trustratine oituat.ion, physically, psychologically, or bot h. 

3. Still a.."lother cao.ae for tension may ba ! ounrt in t.! e denial to 
the Negro or t l,o social apprcval of his fellows as a r.r ou;, . ..ny nw:tber ot 
Uegroea r , ceivo, of course, t.he approbatior. of t.h., wholfi so~iety, but t hla 
is always quallf~ed in terr-..:> o! raco. Vtlll wnei-e a Negr o is 11 llonized" 
he ia, as it were, llft.ed out. ot bis race and gi ven a. sort cf ,1u.~si or 
honorary whit e ot.a l:.u.s because he, a 1legro, has accompll~r.ed aoaething asewned 
to· be beyond the capabillt;r o! Negroes . Fr oo t, l '.:..t.t ti.lr,e f or,,ard be is never 
11just &."lother Negr o'' , ao t.he impllc&tiOA of t hat expr ession is generall.T 
under:st.ood. .?ath~r •10 occupios a marginal position whl oh deprive• bim of 
lull &cceptanee in ~i th ... x racial group. 
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II 

The three interviews in t his section were selected for presentation 

because each of t ~ese 1ru·or..:ants is r eprese~tati~e, in his thinking and 

expressions, of tne t:!Ajority of hie contecpor aries, as we were abl e t o 

observe !rom % her lnt crvi~-.m, •~onversntions, and participation 1n the 

social ll!e of Pr e~ Tov:i. These intervieo...-21 are significant, in a profound 

sense., for a coapreheneion o.r the social in.fluence of t raditlonal ideaa 

in t his part.i:.:d;..r .::P-t. t-in<_: ! '~~· ca.::tt cf o-Jr interviewees i{) flrml:, entrenched 

1n the all- Uecro societal pat.terr. . Cl ct : ettler, wi;o repr t r:~nts t ~El Free 

TO?ai pioneer, . ~s lived· t here f or nearly .forty yearr,. Ti•e othr!!' t.1,0 

infor.manta r.ere born in 1ree '!.'cuu, have never lived else.,,h.ere , anJ haTe had 

only limited cor,tact wi th t he outside (1'.r gcr cult ure) world. ~pace dooa 

not permit publication cf the full case studies so~ have int roduced th& 

interviews with cono.ent3ed: explanator,r n"tes. Our &n!!.lysis follows each 

interview. 

Old ~ettl ur 

Old Settler is a woman about sixty years of age who moved to Free 

Tow.a a year after it ms founded. She ca::.e from a southern mixed con:munity 

where sh~ "worked out" in domes~ic service !or white people . Opon her 

marr iage she and her husband deliberat .ly el ected to live in this new, all­

Hegro community. She says: 

11Free Town was a real success in those days. All o! us ubs went 
there had a real spirit- • wanted to prove that Negroes didn' t need white 
people t.o get along. ,:hi.te folka are all right , t.ha.t i s , t.ODe of thea, 
but moot o! them think the Negro don ' t know Terr & ch. Well, we showed 
themtthat we could do. 1e started our own busineaaes and kept ' e.&J1 going. 
So::1etimes it was a l oss but it was a sacrU' C8-lftl. re Vf lJI.d t.., ,,;;-i K • l':e 
r&n a newspaper the.t brought folks flockint to 1•re 't'OWf:. k~f.rroom three or t our 
southern states. Ir ;J/Jii 

111, 

J 
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All of us bad real spirit . 11e went to i ree Town to solve the race 
problec.. ,,e 1rere de t.erJ:.ined .. o solve t he race ;iroolem. Just to show you 
the spirit or t he pionoers-J:11" house waa pl&etered in 1908 and that 
plastering i s st.lll good; onl; one place cracked a nd trus.c was because the 
house settled. No one was interested in personal gain as much aa they wu 
in 1lelping the race. Tho;;o c en .. anted t.o bui.Ld a tonn t hat "fould he lasti ng­
a place where Negroes could call eTer,-thing theira. 

We didn't nave nothi r.5 t o do wi th white fol.tee except o.n buaineaa. 
We didn' t want ..... ,.!ix soc ....... .:.:7 v.tt 1 ..... e~ a.oybor, . You know Free Tonn was 
built jw,t ao 1.!ut ;(egro~s c. ou.ld be away from whites. uy- husband just loved 
t he town in his lifctiue 1'.,1 1., 2;.t ver,/ r es.eon. :;: VJnB ono proud s oul to hav• 
a tovm we could ;;a-1 au,:, 0.,11. A.11 t he people felt t ,iat t 11:jy were building 
for t.hemae.J.ves o.fHi t here \ , ;i.s..'1 1 t e. b!.~ o.: cri.i:!8 . Lobod;v l oc.o<ed t hei r doors 
day or n.l;ht. ..tt o.s on~ r or a.:U and a.11 for ona. r ::--se To11n would have 
grown too, t o t>~ a P,NV, ig t, .,-.,n i ~ 11 <:hlei' Jar"!nl h11dn' t co:n.e alorig with 
■omething oett, .~. }!"' ·~ , le nc:\r ly a t.,1'.:l~sar:d of Ol.lr fol.ks aud ::;: don't gues■ 
therea hardly a t h ous &..1~ !.n all nou . Ci i' co u.r,e, you c oul :!n' t b lar-..e t hem 
for tollowing 1..1tl.tti" va. t,,.,ca~ t;; t .. t../ we:re g oing hone- back to Africa. 

Ttlings a ;'t; r ffnre , t, n O',t . Nogr oP.s tine!T.se l ves a.ro di!i'ol'em. bacause 
110 lD&lV of t ,er, art:1 i.1.or o interes ted ln pe!"sonal ~.:.n t .u11 t rwy a r ~ in solving 
t he race probleJ!?. ren or f i t e en yea1'S ag o polit i.cs began ruining r~ Town 
and making t.no ,i'olk.1 sal.ti3'1, l.iut .-.i1el'.'~ are stL.l 1- l ot t hore u:u··1 the old 
apirit of having a ,Jood t.,nm j ust !or Uez ro~~. I don •t believe 7ree Town 
will eTer or ea'c dmm e v'in L:io..igh nOJ.19 cf t ~e r 3nl ::,plri t o: 11 colorad town 
is not. as ~ood. 

One ,a.7 you ct.n t ell t..'1at t ~w . iri t. i ~ not as gcoc.. i s t ha t a lot 
of those .folks who aro inter est ed in . ushing s.her;:nelvos i n politics will run 
t o Unionville (a nearty lhite t o'nnJ on any cxcuso at a ll. In tl-te ol den days 
we onl,y went tnere vrhtm e had to •~P.ca<.1se i t "as t r e count,Y" seat. e weren't. 
anxious t o be around 'White folks for fun. e loveJ o ... r own town and our race." 

Three basic assumpl.ions JrJAJ be derived fron Old ~ettler •s i nterview 

which bring into focus her race attitudes. f irst, Free 'l'D"n ffe.s a success 

because Negroes proved that t h ey did not "need11 "l'dtes. ...vident.ly one basis 

for her f rustrati on in the mixed co.::munity was dependence on whites . This 

was tied up with the superiorit7- 1n!eriority relationship of ~ra of the 

t.wo races. Thus Hegro status would be raised i f this 11need11 or whites a ould 

1chlef !)run MiS the leader of a back- to-/.frica movement which took huncb-ede 
of Negroes to /1!rica and dislodged aany- .mpre 

I 
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be obliterated. So she escaped, psychically, ·' rom t he rrustrat.ing situation. 

Secondly, Ol d $ettler assumed tha t Wegr oes did net "want t o" co-

;ningle sociallT with whitel!. There were ~• o motivating factors t o s uch an 

&a8W11ption. One waa t.ha.t since race socializing wao pr ohibited by t.hc organiu.­

tional mores, which she had abs orbed in her Offll personality by oe.ans of strict 

adherence, tne idea :iad b~co . .18, a.t least on the co.:isci ous level, distasteful . 

Another tras t hat all segregation oecau.se of race .,,as OpJ.iosed to her concept 

of democracy. Old Settl~r could not bring herself to condemn the racial 

pattern in s pecific terms , Bo sne rationalized her situation by ass:mdng 

that she did not fraternize tnc wnives-not oeeeQS8 she was con3lder~d in­

fer ior and nenc<! was nor. nerc;itteJ. r.o, ;.:,u., occai.tse soc did not 11~m.nt to" . 

It is apparent, of courne, that SLlch a Y,eu rationalization could 

not ~~solve t he uental coni'.uct arou:.,ed by so power ful a pronibiti on as t he 

on~ c.r., er conGic.lcr1ticu. rllis .is borne out in r,,ie avoiuance behavi or or 

Old !Jettl cr- taid..'1r, re!•.1£a in Frde J.'o"lffi w1Jere tr.e problc..u was non-existent.. 

n t,:1e tnird pl.:..ct? , f'\ld .,JeU,.Ler ass:.tl!:"~d l..~ai. t.i:.J solution of t he 

r ace probl c:-~ la7 1;1 P~7'>ic~l sep.:u-~t ion of ~~groes and w~i t os . Her s waa 

a d.efeatist ~ttit~do in ~nis respect and suggests 1, ,at 3nc ilb.d uaconscioul,y 

accepted the white ~on~eption or Ne~ro inferiority beca~se of race. ?his 

attitude i s e:--.phasized by her evaluation of the Back- to- .Ai'rica movement aa 

"s o.:nething bett er. " 

There are eever al key words in Ol d Se t tler•• inten-iew which f urnish 

insights i nto hor beliefs, attitudes , and psychic mechanisms o! escape. 

Por example, the conti nual reference to 11spirit'1 i s signi!icant because it. 

is COJllPens&~ory, having also a religi ous inre:reace. de~t'ley 

l 
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rejected t he dominant cultural values o! money and property- in fa.Tor or a 

.ciore intangible, but t o her, more important a.nd rn lasting va.lue, i. e. 

ego gratification. "Spirit", which the Negroes of Pree Town had, is associated 

mentall.7 with eternal llf'e, and this comnensated for "sacrificing" the privi­

lege of competing in the larger society- for weal.th and .material goods. 

Old Settler 1 s references to "building"--eTen expressions concerning 

the skill of the work.men in l"ree Tawn--are mere.J..r "collective represeot&-

1-ions" . The underlying idea was the building ot self-esteem, t.he building 

up of egos which bad been da.J:taged b7 emotional conflict; the building of a 

"free country" where no problems ot race could exist. 

Uu 

l jj 
IVERSITY 



- 8-

"Uite lfa.n 

Elite !!an is of t he second generation in Free Town--now in his late 

thirties. His parents were pioneer s of the cor.mwrl.t.r and he was born on 

their !arm int.he Ticinity. He received hi~ public education in t he schools 

of Free Town and his basic college training in a school situated in another 

all-Negro conmunit7. He has attended a !fnf ewm:ter sessions at mixed, northern 

schools since he bas been an adll.lt . He bolds a high-pres tige and good- pa'1Jlg 

position in rree Town and his hame is one of the best in the comr.a.unit.r. 

He is a,n important liaison agent for Negroes 1n coll.llt.T politic■• Hie wife 

is a local product and also enjoye considerabl e prestige. Elite ..!an sa.r• 

or himself: 

11! neTer ha.n worked or lived anywhere but. Free Town and I ne..-er 
expect to. Oh, I have bad o port.unities to go to other places. I could 
have had a .mch better paying position in another (northern) state, but I 
cannot imagine l.eaving this community. You see, it is not onl.r the pl ace 
where I earn rq liTinB and 1'here everybody" :respects me; it' s a pl.a.ca to which 
I &al attached. There are so man7 things that I can do !or comm.unit,- better­
ment here that wouldn't count if I did them 1n a town where there are whites, 
because 7ou alway-s haTe that prejudice to contend with. Then too, a:r pxperi­
ences in other towns, especially in t he South, have sened to make Free Town 
dearer to me. 

For ex-'U'llpl.e, I was passing throug h a ~outhern cit,- a !ew years ago 
when I decided to lay over a tew hours and look up an old friend. It 
happened to be at n1.ght and I bad to walk up and d011Jl a eerta.in block more 
t han once tr.,ip.g t.o find the house I waa seeking . A policeman had evidentl7 
been watching me thollgh I hadn' t noticed him. He came up, called• "nigger~, 
cursed, and pract.ical.17 accueed ma or being "11p to aOJll8thlng" . I 1f&8 boiling 
inside but I kept reoindini ivsell that this asn't Free To,m while I ex­
plained that I waa a stranger, looking !or the home of a friend. He cursed 
me again, calling me "nigger" eTery other woi-d., and told me i! I couldn' t 
!ind the place quick I 1d better get out o! town. · 

Now I know that incidents like that don• t. happen to ever7one 1n mixed 
to-wns all the time. »a.rbe some people neTer haTe such experiences, but 1n 
Free Town no one would be bullied and cureed like that, and aboTe all, 7ou 
would neYer be cal led "ni~r", or anything else in that condescending, 
bareq tolerating manner. You m&T not get .ric F T In t.- -some 

~ jj 
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people will be broke wbateTer their opportunitiea are, but you can at 
least be a can and call your i:..e,ul your own. You do:1•t have to cringe and 
hi.de w.nen you see a white race even tho1J.€h you are innocent of wrong doing. 

Why, in Free Town the white people we deal with treat us as equals, because 
we don 1t deal W'i.th them on personal terms unl'3ss they- neea us for ao.mething 
(politics usuall7) and t nen t hey don' t dare talk: down to us . Ir they do 
we get them told. You see ii' we needed thera, we would have to stand any 
tre....tment, like being called 11Boy1', or -Sam", or by our first nar.res, but. 
t .t1ank goodness in our town we make our terms. So tre demand proper r espect.­
and get i t . A wnite man -will cal l you "Alister" l! he needs you. Oh, I 
don't dislike white people. Arter all we are all human beings. But I 
kno,. ~.hat tney- think they are SJ.perior because t hey are white and since I 
don' t i.'.'link t h.at way I'd rather llY'e in a place where my views won' t get 
me L.1.t.o t.roub.le . Our parents built this t own up just so we could be .r:ien 
and I for one am glad to live in it . " 

Elite l!an is without doubt a beneficiary of t he Old ~ettler tradition 

of his parents ru1d his envi ronment . Hie wider.1.ying, basic assumptions are 

similar as i s readLl,y obaerYable. Accord.in~ly, hia attitudes would be cucb 

the saru.e, but the prob1611'1S whic, he races are those ot another generation, 

hence have a correspondingl.7 di!!erent character. Old Settler "escaped" 

from whites becaa.se Negroes generally' needed them and this appeared to 

determine the superiorlty- in!eriority character of race relations. B1 a 

J:l&nipulation or exactlJ"' tbe sar:1e pcychological symbols, Elite Man emplo)'ll 

the tec .. nique of &Toidance or whites unless t hey need hiJ:l. 

Si gnificant]¥, and in line with the Ol d Sett ler ideology, be "aolTea 

the race problem.• for himsel! by taking and reaintaining refuge in a colMllUlity 

where he can be "a man" and call. his soul his own. In a mixed co._,,munity, 

one ma1 infer, the Negro is inferior, a nc~c. L: : , r or the white man possesses 

even his "soul." . The idea that t tie Negro is actually- "equal" and could 

agitate and fight !or his eqa.allty within t , e mixed cru:munity, does not, 

evidently, occur to this informant. 

~ s 
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•ram and his attacru::.ent to the community. Here ha is not only superior 

to .most o! the 1-!egroos whom he encounter:1, but his status gives him tl.e 

opportunity of ueeting ntu.tea on terr.u1 or equality., i. e. llu.iting his 

contacts to those white people ~,ho will c!eal wit.b. hi.a reciprocall1. 

Negroee expect him, a!i an upper class resident, to 11do things., tor the 

co.;..::.unity for whl.ch they would look to whites in a .mixed co....imu.nity. Thia 

affords Elite llan a subtle, yet ego-grati.f1ing identification aith whites 

which strengthens his opinion of beirll; "as good as t ne,- are" . In the mixed 

community be is ~ediat~ly insecll.re beca.1se he has no choice about the 

whit es w1th whom he will deal or in wnat manner he will deal with the 11. • 

Thus his bebavi_oral signs become imp·ortant in substantiation of 

his assumptions and in a~teopting to ferret out his attitudes. He might 

have lett Fr ee Tolffl. for a b~tter- paying position but he refused. lloney 

was relatively unimportant compar ed to the frustration anticipated from 

dally and indiscrLd.nate contact with whites. Since he could not move 

freely in the mixed co Jm.Uni.ty he dellberatel7 decided to re.oain where hi.s 

feeling of securit7 and equality would not conflict with the wnite i::an •s 

concept of Negro inferiorit7. 

Elite .!an is highly emotional t oward Free Town as certain o:t his 

words and expressions indicate . Aside froa economic and preat.ige gains, he 

is "at tached." to the place . Re can call his "lsoul" his own . Experiences 

in 1!11.xed co;:i;m.mities have made Free Town "dearsr" to him. "Our parents built 

this t own so we could be r,:.en" . His attacht:.cnt to Free Town is a.ore abiding 

because it is his oni,- refuge from constant and, to him, terrifying e~otional 

conflict. 

i; lj 
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College Yout h 

College Youth was born in Fr-?o 'l'mm about sevont.een .rears ago. 

Her parents noved t here shortly oe!ore she ua s born , so she l"as reared 

and finished high school in thio co!!lllunl:,,1. Her f'orebears are not or the 

Old Se ttlers t r adlt,io.!, , e r ;at .. er ~iaving located tnere beca.ise ne foWld 

a mlJch bette r paying position t !lan he hud in the aixed coomuni.ty where ho 

was l i·.rint! . In College Youth's v,ords: 

"l don't know how well to s;;..y t 1<a t I iike Fr ee Town because I have 
never liTed an,Ylrhere else. The thing I like beet about it is rou don't 
have to wonder whether you will be nelcru1e when you go in a public p..1.&ce 
like you do when you go to 11T11 tollll. (a metropolitan area about ninety mi.lea 
distant) a nd other t Offlls t 11at w1d.te people run. In our to,,n we can do 
pretty- much as we please because it is ours. Your Offll people are not going 
to hurt yo~r f eelings a~out being co1or ed. but white !olks will. 

or co...rse sore.e mixed t.owus are better because there arc more con­
veniences, but t r.en 7ou don't have the priTilege of t he town like 7ou do i n 
Free Town . I have a friend ,oo t1oved t o . .'."ree Town f r cr:J. •1r11 to,•m, and she 
ll..-ed t here tor only- t wo years. She neTer did get used to t ne place because 
s"le said t :ie?"e l'ere s o oany t:..orc advantages in 11'!11 town. I guess sha meant 
g ood stores and paved streets and things l ike that. She sa.id sogregat.ion 
non' t. bad i! you wore use-i to it oee&.1.se you just don 't expect. anp,hl.ng 
else. 

I believe I woul.el like to live 1n t he North if I m.oTed from FNe 
TO'ffll becaase t here is r.ior e inter- carriage . I don't \':'ant to marry a white 
pers tn but if the law allows you to do it ,-ou know they couldn • t think 
t;egroes a.re so inferior. I guess I ' d rather stay in Free Town if I couldn't 
go North because you don ' t h&ve to always keep it on your mind t liat 7ou are 
a Negro and O'lll • t do t his and that . 

I haven' t been arowid nhite people much but I kno....: t hat some oi' tnem 
g--..ist be all r ieht. Ky f'athcr said those in t he town he came t r om were real 
neighborly. I don ' t mind clce white people but I couldn't like one in the 
sa?:1e wa,1. I like my o,--n people . !lice white people are ones who don't try 
to put you 1.o,m be low the.:n.. ·1 

College Youth is suspended between t110 lines of t hought • .:,he is o! 

t he third generation of Fr ee Townitea and the old settler tradition has 

influenced her only indirectly. s b c ~ 5oy'il:lbued wit-b 

i 
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t he all-Negro complex that she rea~ t.s emoUonally to Free Town in much the 

same J:WU1er as Old Se t tler and Elite l!an. 

Her basic assumptions are re-vealing not only as indi~ea to the 

emerging at titudes or the youth or the colllll\UU.ty but in pointing out t he 

virility of t he Old Settler t n dition. College Youth aeaumes that white 

people nrunn the mixed southern communities, which natura.ilT suggests that 

Negroes have no functional part in t hem. She is 111Uch 11.ore defensive about 

the disadvantages (largely of an economic nature) of living in Free Town 

than our older informants • .At the saa.e time she apparentl.T believes that 

.more of the better things of ll!e, t he conveniences, are to be tound where 

whit•• are in the ucend&nq. Her a t titude is doubtful, howenr, as to whether 

theae conveniances would cam.pensate t or continwi.11,,- "having your r eeling• 

hurt• because of race. 

Another asaumption which is 1nt.erest.1ng, • pecially in view or tne 

fact that College Youth evid•nll,T does noi. rea.l..ulif its fl.1ll. import, is t.hat 

a law which permits n.o1&1 intermarriage assumes equality of racial status. 

In this particular slle unconseiou.sly challenges the "escape" s olut ion ot the 

race problem. a.nd substitutes the breaking down of t he sexual race barrier, 

thus i:.arking this barrier as the most significant stigma of race inferiority. 

Tne tremendous importance of the sexual gain to whites in segregating Negroes 

haa been r ecogni zed by s 0cial scientists, vhich reco¢tion has posed an 

inevitable connection between sexual equality and 0 social" equallty. 1 

"l do not want to marry a whit.e per son" appears to be a simple 

verbalization, lip-service to the cause of race loyalty, fostered by the 

lsee eapeci&l.ly, John Dollard, ::::;Ca:s:.t::;•:....;;::;;;;:.,..,;.=:;.;:....::;::....::i-..~~;.-:.;;:== 
Univer sity Press, New Haven, Conn. , 
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Old Set.tler attitude against intimate contact wi th whites. The salient 

point ie that s he would like to live where she could inter c.arry l f she moved 

&tr&y .from rree Town, (and she nowhere indicates that she intends to remain 

in Free Town t hroughout. her lifetime as does r.llte ·:a...r1) . It she leaves 

there she wants t o contact the "nice" white people , the "nei ghborly" ones ., 

that is, t hose in whose neighbor hoods r.egr,es would be acceptable; those 

who do not "try to put 7ou. down below t hem"; or t hos e between -whom and ?~egroea 

there exists a consens~. 

I 
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In eum:r.ary and concl.UBion it is essential to ask o\lJ'aalves: nat 

have t hese interviews, repre6enti.ug t he ccllective opinions of t he three 

generaticns of the •ree Townitea, taught us about r ace at titude& in this 

All- ticgro comitUnit y? In other words, what sort of soeial atr,,osr)here have 

,re f ound in terms of Negro-white relation& and the current patteming o 

society? ?he anmrers t o t.,t.eso '-iuest..Lons ID..l" t be sought in an expla.r.ation 

or the folloi:ine : o!.nt.s: ( l) The rac.Lal. beliefs which were t r e.nspla..."ltod 

frolll t ht.3 .taixed c rA::Mlflity t o Free To•n and bccnme an integral part or its 

traditional social climate . (2) Ttie influence and limitations of s:ich 

tradition on sacceeding generations as ascertained from consensus and 

divergence of opinion and behavior. 

The founding of Free Tollll, i t will be recalled, occurred in the earl7 

years of the twentieth century, when the hostile Southern reaction to the 

Reconstruction .J:ra was still strong, and before the propaga.t.ion of the doct r ine 

or "equality ot oMportunity-w, later to be popularized by the N AA C P and 

similar o~ganizations . The old settlers -.ere acu~ely aware of t he fact that 

ec.ancipation had not solved the race proole.~ and t hey gra,ped for a soluti on 

&t t., e only other possibility within their limited horizon- separation of 

the races, based wiconsclously on the Colonisation proposals of the slavery­

perlod. ,e can understand sOL:'.Othing or the depth of t he frustration experi­

enced by these people when living in the mixed co.:3unity b7 the degree to 

which t.1ey were motivated b,- the mechanism of 11 escape1
' . Old Settler coi:ments 

upon the numbers who joined the Back to Africa ctoverr.ent and remarks that 

this was somet.hing 11 better'1 because they- were going 11back hOJ111J. 11 

Thus thes e earlY' settlers had unlii t tingly 

and the inferiority of &11 Negroes as an inco~-e 

Uu 
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tact. 1hey nere not •at h 004'311 1n t he mixed col'JClW'llty beco.use they were 

"in.terior11 a rn1 i'r:.ist.rat.e c! in 1t. .hi3 i dec. t.hen- tb.at 1fogroes ,1ere a h C.l:lo­

f13neou;; gr oup, ntatifca.J.: i nt e:dor in r elati!>n to the Trhite ,~ oup--was 

~:..orbdrl, i'ro.:.1 t,'1e ca.st:>-~e st.racture ci the do.-::dnant ::ulture and trans..: 

p.a.ati.te-d a:; part cf .t.ii. - n c: al herltaae of Fr ee Tottn . It. wa., mi:ud?llat~d ao 

as t o s-=tcl.lro a dherent:s t:> 1,,),3 ''causo0 of solving t !:e rJJ.ce r,r,,blei:i; so aa to 

at.imulate race pl•ide, r.nd t c prod:Jcc Jo unity sollc.a.rit.7 in matters connected 

In ad&pt.ing t .• is ~eli~! to t,· .eir u.ndertcltln17 o! esta.bllobir-i; an all­

•~gro ~o.iiLiUn1t7, Cl ~ ~et tlero invcstod it ~1th a fatalistic character having 

stronger a.:.aw.:ptlo .. - o! c13te t ~a.n exltlted in the gan~r.tl. c:.ilture. This is 

a ppa.re:1t. r ,. Ot7l t he faot t.. . .lt. r.eitte-:- 01 ! S t t.le r n · Ellt.o ~ suggests methods 

CJ..
0 olri.ng t e r.i.co pr .:>bl~ ,:ithil'l t-he .,rl:<e'1 coLCU.n1.t,r., :;;;.ch as pressure 

l.e ... h.uiq:..es, L'ltorraciz.l aocJ::•:!r atlon, 1-.. .. cial pr opaga.n~n, ::liscea~nnt1on, etc. 

... HtJtra Y61' , t..l .... po~:,r of t:.h.i:: t:-aditional ~,..i,lie ! io l o:1S6i-Un;;, for Colk e 

lot;,Ch d.co.J not accept it t.n1aallfied.ly-. ;,he would, nevertheless, avoid 

.tc,lka "Rho \i'on •t .-.ut yc-J. do1m below thrui .• 1 

,.,..ct h~r tra.d.itior.m.l s.ttlt.ude r.hic'1 hae pervaded t,he soc1 ... l at.:--o,phere 

o! .t rea ,. c· ... 1 ccncc1-ns t.. J -..tlue of racial int agrity as OV'Cr a&aL'lst. p,oun.ia.17, 

yorscru.J. 6 &.ln. 'fr.c ;l:,titudc or "racial i.nl:.'3grity" l4S perhaps t~kon over 

Lldirccr.ly rrc::. t h~ :s~x..ul b!u-riers er ected botweon •Mt.es and Negroes in 

the mt~d c0 ...... anity a:: .i :.:lC.!.1:5 of pree rvl~ chc " v..:i.rit.y" of t he r.hito x· .. ce. 

'tiat ;;~s it$ a_yna...i.c moti'l'nt!.or •• but. itc adaptat ion ma turned to t he 1'ealls-

t...i.c encl. 01' c0.1apem1at~ for loner econu!lie st.at-tts-. 

There are sev~ral evidenti&ry state;..ent.u the 
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show t he lid.tnt,i on of t.his bdici und t he cont r a c ll.t ..;to o4' opi..'1.ic-:i luc!1 

i & evr.,lvi!!r, , t irzt, Old Ce t.t l m· ;1,drnite a r.-1 tle~lorcs that 11thi~ s a.re 

differtar:t 11 in 1:.hc l act C9W yettt"l'I. Thc~n, Elite '~n a ri nrantl:; 0" joys c0n­

t actine whi t e people who need hir (rnn, by ; ~pl i cati on, th~~e frn· ~ho~ 

ho rnceives soue oatur ial ~ain) a nd finnlJ..y, ,~"'11,,.r.fl l"nuth d!'o!S , on'! w! eihful 

thinking a bout the " conveu.tenl'!es 11 C't mi xecl cc•" •nn.ttle~. 

tthich gc to r.•1.o trp t hu s c!.al ati1oaphere of Fr "-e Tom . ?for dnes t he r. te!'ial 

presentetl t ere ~rrant a conclueiTe state"'ent, since O' l r inveeti !!at.1on i s 

not yet compl eted . :rt fli.B.y !:-'3 tentatively- stlcl at t hts pni nt, ho ~ver, thnt 

pl"'oblom.- - erouning t l1or.,.selvos togot.hei:--tl!\d t r.-s P!'f ect of allevi3.ti:1 t he 

t e nsion to which t hey wer e s ubj ected in t he. mi~ed co· ""!lunity . The a?~r es~ion 

which t hi s t en~ion motinted was ex!.>endfld in t he bui ldir~ up of r'ree Tl:ffll 

and t he net result wae a max.1.mum. of pert1o•lality a<ljuetr. P•lt to t he a l l - Megro 

aurround.inga. At. pN se nt t hiA f!O'"!"o)lete psychic denendonce or t he residcmt.s 

of Free •rmm on the Ol d CJet t l er s .,.,irit., is languishing .nd t here arc indica­

tions of di8s&tisfaction with t~e t raditional acceptance or isolat ion !rom 

whites as a solution to ~he race que~tion. The younPe,t g9neraticn .xoorianceo 

so.."?e confl i ct becaus e o! tne di !ficnlt.Y in r-econeiling the Free Town ' oneer 

ideolo,py wit h t he r:oa.l or nodE\rn N-.gr o youth- - to nchieve equa. llt..r of o•mor­

tunity i n t he lar zer socier,y . The msber s of this 11- Ueero comunit.y are 
' 

les s isolated t he n former ly and t '1e r oble!118 which !'fo,c,r o s !ace in t ?'le 

do.~nant c ul t ure ttr e making such i nr oads t here that a.tt,i tudes on t he race 

pr-obl'311l are mor e waverin ~ and wer 

more ago. 
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SOCIAL CLAS 3"ES : A FRAf:'lE OF RF..FERENCE FOR 
THE ST~DY OF NEGRO SOCI ~TY 

By 

Mozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Acki ss 

I t is a growing practice among social scient ists 

t o categorize :tegroes into social cl asses within their 

group , Wh ich group is conce~tualized as the lower l ayer 

in a cas te or caste- like structure . The ,vriters of this 

article are in accord '~Ii th such a treat ment , but they 

have been impressed with the va gue and sometimes evas ive 

manner i n which the probl ems of Negro socia l clas ses 

and thei r functional relationship to the ins t itutional 

life of the community , have been analyzed. Some writers 

apnear to be guil ty of a gross oversimpl ification vlhil e 

others fall into the opposite error of complicating the 

matter a lmos t beyond recogni tion of the fundamental i ssues 

invol ved . 

1 

Negro cl asses are adj udged generally to fal l into 

several rough d ivisions , approximating the divisions of 

the whites into classes , based on wealth, education, 

family prestige , and s imilar cri teri a . These c l asses 

are not then subjected to the scrutiny which they de­

serve in terms of how the confusions and contrad ictions 

, 
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of the American socia l order influence their formation 

and existence . 1 :t.:ost of the a uthors of books dealing 

with Negro personal i ty in the Youth Commission Series 

have devoted some space to Negro social classes , and they 

have included skin color as a criterion for social status . 2 

The participants in this investigation are convinced , how­

ever , that there can be no concrete devel opment of any 

thesis involving Negro s ocial classes until there has been 

s ome 11groundwork 11 study and appr a isal of Negro society 

which does not have the constant impact of the racial 

organizational mores inherent in the l arger cultural 

pattern. 

Accordingly, the maj or hypothesis presented her e is 

that an a ll- Negro group , or one v1hich is not under the 

direct infl uence of the cbminant cul t ure woul d exhibit 

some s ignif icant d ifferences i n class ~ot ivation, str uc­

ture , and character istics , f rom those Negro groups i n 

r ac i al ly mixed communities . It i s pro nosed , t herefore , 

by an exami nation of the s oc i a l organization and struc­

ture of Boley , Lkl ahoma , a 1regro Cornmuni ty to 

1 . John Dollard seems to be an exception here , for he 
has given a r ather comprehensive analysis of 
Negro cl as ses in terms of t he caste pattern of 
American society. See his Caste and Cl ass in a 
Southern Town, (New Haven , Yal e University Press, 
1937 } 

2 . Sutherland , Robert L., Color, ciass 
(Wa s hi ngton , D. C. : .Amerl cail--cou 
tion , 1 94 2) 
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analyze the interrelations between classes and 1·1 i thin th em , 

the ideas , attitudes , and seg.'1lents of response ·1hich 

exist just because the Ne~oes of Boley have built 

UT) and maintained their social "mrld in a state of semi­

isolntionism from whites . 

It is not expected th"lt the fore,c;oin~ thesis .,,i ll 

be validated beyond rebuttal in one shl,rt article . It 

is honed , r ather , th2t by leaving the more familiar , 

traditional paths mapned out by students of race rela­

tions and presenting a socio- psycholo. ical internreta­

tion of social classes in an all- Neero comrnni t:v , to 

provide a new orientation in the premises , ·1hich if 

realized , vill s i mul taneously be an important frame of 

reference for more thorou~h and less superficial atten­

tion to l)roblens involvine; Negro classes in the United 

States . 

Considerations of this sort su, est certain points 

that should be clarif i_ed at the outset . ..lhy , for example 

was it decided to make t.11is study through the medium of 

social c l asses rather than some other phase of the insti­

tutional life of the ·community? Because of a predilicti ,n 

on the part of the writers that rationally plausible 

soc i a l interpretation is possible of achievement , if at 

all , by the deliberate selection of some phenomenon 

i 
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which is an inevitable part of the social proces s, as 

a focal point of research interest . In other words , 

social str atification i s a resit of social i nteraction , 

a concommi tant of communi ty living , a s i ne quo non f a ctor 

i n the entire social izing oroce ss . Hence , i t becomes 

i mper ative , it woul d seem, to take advant age of the access ­

i bility of such a signi f icant social phenomenon in the 

fo rmulation of social judgments . 

All of that i s not to say, of course , that the role 

of the individual i s i gnored or even mi nimized . It 

simply means that individuals ar e regar ded from a socie­

tal perspective ; t hat since i ndividuals o~ a given class 

ar e usually imbued ,vith a similar stock of a t titudes , 

i deas , behavior patterns , etc ., a s wel l a s having a number 

of more tangible char acteri stics in common , t he socia l 

a t mosphere in vrhich the indivi dual abides is a conYenient 

and proper setti ng for a s oc i o- psychological eval uation . 

In this connection , Dr . Park1 i s one of the s ocia l 

scientists wh o re cognizes t he merits of anal yzi ng t he 

individual a s a member of a functional soc i a l unit . 

"It is , however , in the nature of pol itical 
s ociety t ha t every class , caste , i nstitution, 
or other funct i onal unit shoul d have i ts own 
dogma and i t s individual life- progr am. 

1 . Robert E. Park, 11Symbiosis and Socia lization : A 
Frame of Reference for the Study of Society , " 
American Journal of Soc±-ol~ f l-Y ~ ,,.~39 , 

pp. 8-9. J: 
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"The ideology of a class , caste , or social 
group seems to perform the s a~e role in the func ­
tioning of a collective unit that the individual ' s 
concention of himself ne rforms in the function of 
his personality . 

"They (the -psych i atrists ) were , also , among 
the first t o take ;:::. ccount of the fact that the 
individua l ' s conception of himself ••• is always a 
more or less accurate reflection of his st~tus in 
one or more socia l groups . " 

In a somewha t similar vein , another social s cientist 

ha s indicted nsycholog ists for limiting themselves to a 

study of the "isolated" man . 

"Even ··men ma n is artificially separated from 
society and viewed outside of his relations to the 
group , he nevertheless reta ins its imprint ••• for 
how is one to explain princinles , ideas , thought , 
and judgment , all of ,·1hich 'le possess because they 
are possessed by others , and rhich we share .. ,i th others , 
if we accent the hypothesis of the isol ated man? 11 l 

It remains , in t his brief preamble , t o runplify the 

assertion , previously made , to the e f fect that a n in­

vestigation of socia l classes in an all- Negro community 

· will -provide a basic frame of reference for studying 

Ne gro classes in a mixed community . 

The exclusi1e anulication of the l atver approach 

has yielded chaotic res ults because the constant "social'' 

1 . Maurice Halb .racks , "Individual Consciousness and 
CoJ_lective r,:ind" 11 American Journal of Soc iology 
Max , 1939 , pp . ~12-813 . 
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inter~ction involved in the symbiotic1 association of 

the r a ces in mixed communities tends to obscure some 

of the very factors ,1nich should be revealed . I n many 

i nstances , it relegates explanations which mi ght other­

wise be dynami c , t o the r ealrn of more speculat ion. 

6 

Thus , by way of i l l ustration , suppose it should be 

determined by research in raci ally mi xed communities , 

that Negro social classes tended to be h i ghl y str atified . 

Might it then be legitimately a s sumed , a priori , that 

the proxi.mi t y of the ' ✓hi t e social world had any efficient 

connection with s uch stra tification? On the other hand , 

however , if the above determination wa s made after , let 

us say, classes in all Negro communit ies had been found 

to exhi bit a very slight degr ee of s tratifica tion , ther e 

would be an incontrovertible relationshi p between Negro 

class s trati f icati on and -che whi te s ocia l world . An 

adequate framework having been thereby a cquired , i t would 

become rel evant to des cribe and anal yze this relationship . 

Finally , the all - Negro com.......unity embodi es fewer con­

tradictions than the mixed community. It is less compl ex , 

socia lly, from which it s eems self- evident that social 

1 . 8ymbiotic relationships in human s ociety mean living 
together of different r a ces, cultura l groups , 
religious and economic gr oups with littl e or no 
consensus . See Noel P . Gist and L. A. Halbert , 
Urban Society, (New York , Thomas Y. Crowell , 
1942) pp . 1 32-13, . ~ 'IA( 
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as well as personal confl ict 'WOUl d be correspondingly 

less than in ccrnmunities where both whites and Negroes 

reside . If that is true , ther e shoul d be fewer probabi­

lities of maki ng falla cious judgment s than there would 

be in a situation which , from its very na ture , i s preg­

nant with the possibilities of conflict . 

11. 

Bol ey , Okl ahoma , a 1:egro community , is located in 

Okfuskee County , in the east centra l part of the state . 

It connec t s vli th the outside i:10 : ld chief ly by means of 

U. s . Hi ghway 62 , rh ich runs e st and west connecting 

Oklahoma City and Mus~ogee . Okemah , the county seat and 

an all- white community, is t welve mil es east of Boley, 

and anot her smaller wh i t e community , Paden, lie s to the 

west of Boley. Ac cording to the 1940 census , the popu­

l ation of Bol ey is 942 , this figure ap~lying , of course , 

only to those living within the l imi ts of the town . 

,fithin a five mil e r adius , however , some 5 , 000 Negr oes come 

under Boley ' s influence . 

The incorporation of Bol ey on _,:arch 30 , 1905 , a t the 

instigat ion of the first t wenty residents , was the out -

gr owth of an idea conceived in 1903. It ap )ears that the 

t hen president of the Fort Smith and ·;1estern Railroad 

Tovmsite Company ent ered into a controversy with some other 

individual s , centering around t b,_e questjn °IA..{het e the 

i 
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Negro was capable of self- government or whether s uper­

vision by whites was essenti al to his surviva l . It was 

finally decided t o promote the organization of a Negro 

toivnsite and one 'l . H. Boley , the Fort Smith and -;estern 

Road.master , was a ctive i n this respect . The tavm , , ,hich 

became •. r . Boley ' s namesake , gr ew r al.)idl y , a i ded and 

abetted by the "Boley Progress," a newspaper , the primary 

purpose of which was to a t t r act residents f r om Texas and 

Louisiana . In 1912, the popul ation was appr oximatel y 

4 , 000 , but the war, urban and northwo.rd immigr ation , the 

depres s ion , and other f actors depleted it . 

The peopl e of Boley ea rn their l iv i n g , in the main , 

by f arming ; hence , from an economic standpoint it might 

be s a i d that i t is an agricul tural community . I t must 

be noted , however , that the to-,m has several urban 

features and characteristics . For i nstance , the sex 

composition shows a preponderance of femal e s over mal es--

512 femal es to 430 mal es in 1940 . The age composltion 

reve al s comparatively few children in terms of the number 

expe cted in the a ctua l rura l community of thqt size, the 

predominant age group bei ng from the ages of 20 to 40 . 

Uoreover , the numer ous and vari ed establ i shments are 

in striking contrast to what woul d be expected of a 

11 country11 tm,m o There are 44 pl a ces of business ,_ 9 

churches , 3 cotton gins , 

ground , a f air gr ound , a 

Uu I 
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N. Y. A. Work Experience Project fo r gir ls , u s econd class 

post of fice, a private hospital , 4 phys icians , 1 dentist , 

t wo l awyer s , and a c.c. c. camp (recently moved}. 

,Ii thin t he city limits of Boley, to ·which this a rticle 

is confined , there is lit tle contact with white people 

except on busines s matters . There i s no evidence that any 

white person has ever S'Dent as long as t went y- four conse­

cutive hours there . Although a number of Bol eyites do 

some shop-pi ng in the nei ghboring all- wl ... i te com.omni t ies , 

t he traditional animosity between res idents of these rac­

i ally exclusive communi t i es still exis ts . 

Thi s short , physica l description of Boley i s suffi ­

cient to proceed to an analysis of i ts class.organi zation 

and structure , after a met hodological note . Both writers 

are well acquai n t ed .:ith the resea rch site , each lJ,avi ng 

made several visits of va rying lengths in the i nterest of 

this study • .J?rior to that , one of the writers , a n ~t ive 

of Okl ahoma , ha s become acquai nted wi th the community of 

Boley and a number of res i dents in traveling about the 

state . The other writ er lived in Bol ey and attended 

•school thel'e for one year , some time after ·:1h ich he used 

the com,1uni ty as the subject for h i s mast er's thes is . 1 

1 . Mozell c. Hill , 11 A Sociolog ica l Study of an a ll Negro 
Community . 11 Master ' s Thesis , University of Kansas , 
1937-
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Since that time he ha s made f requent trips t o Boley . 

The investi gational techniques utilized in the follow­

ing i nterpretation include ·1uestionnaires , several case 

hi s tories , i ntervie ,s , county records , documents and re­

µorts , and participation in the social life of Bol ey. 

From the ·1ea lth of materia l s a cquired in these procedures 

the v,ri ters have extracted the mi nimum necess-,_r y to pr e ­

sen t a true pi cture of c l ass r elationships . 

111. 

As r egards social organ izat i on and stratification in 

Bol ey , it s hould be pointed out f i r s t tha t their deter ­

minants are la1gely economic in character . There are , for 

instance , four rough economic divis ions , the members of 

which r ecogni ze each other and are , i n turn , recognized by 

others to have certain e conomic and soc i a l i nterests in 

common. These divis i ons include : 

1 . The propr ietorial cl ass , which comprises t hose 
individual s wh o own the l ocal businesses , ovm 
and operate farms , and who generally have a 
measure of economic security and independen ce . 
MembeT•s of this group often hold key pos itions 
in the municipal gover nment . 

2 . The professional cl ass , i ncl udes physicians , 
l awyers , teachers , dentists , and mi nist ers . 

3. The l aboring cl ass , (landl es s proletariat) 
rura l and urban , who are permanent members of 
the community, usually propertyless and in­
secure . 

4 . The 11float ers , " who come and go , working a t 
wh atever odd jobs are available , do not as a 
rul e ' become ass i milated i-n-thel Ci)~lr-ni tyj 
social s tructure . They are indlll here , 

. r~ 
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however , because there are a l ways enough of them 
in Boley for the residents to know that they are 
there and because even i n the l oose and temporary 
association which they achieve , they form a sort 
of "other" group . 

There are t wo pos sible methods of approa ch to a f ur ­

ther consideration of these economic groupi ngs . They 

might be broken down into even more r efined divisions in 

an effort to bring out the mobilit y bet-veen them and to 

show how numerous are the organizations which cut across 

class lines . But this method would , i n the estimation of 

the wri ters , furnish a pl ethora of data which , a t this 

stage , could only serve to obscure rather than elucidate 

the inferences which mi ght be derived from the major 

hypothesis of t he study. 

The approach which i t ha s been decided to use , over­

simplif i es the soc i al organi zation of Bol ey, to be sure , 

since it concedes , for present puruoses , only two ex­

tremely rough di v i s ions of Bol ey s oci ety--upper and lov.rer . 

To appreciate this met hod , however, one must be continual ly 

a ,lfare of the fact that this is an initial research effort 

to arrive at an understa ding of an all - Negro community 

and it can , therefore , expect to do littl e more than pose 

in bol d relief certa in points believed to have s i gnificant 

implications f or l ater , more detail ed investigation. The 

writers are devoted to the idea , as they have so i ntimated 

earlier in t his arti cl e , that it is more logica l and more 

I\] 
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sci entifically consistent , to begin 1ith the simpl e aspects 

of cultural problems and then proceed to the compl ex . 

Concerning these t wo fundamental divis ions of Boley 

society, the uryper or elite cl ass consists of those who 

have been r eferred to as proprietorial and profess ional 

These individual s a r e bound together by a hos t of f actors . 

In the f irs t i nstance , they have achi eved economic secu­

rity or a sembl ance thereof . In the second pl ace , they 

form an elite group in a truer sense than could be poss­

i ble for any Negro i n a mixed community , because Bol ey 

i s 11their town . " They 11run 11 i t and ther e are no i nvar­

i ably "better" white i nstitutions withi n the coirun.uni ty to 

det r act from the psychic security thus achieved . A 

further cohesive f actor is a recognition by the members 

of the upper cl a ss that they are i nterdependent . They 

need each other more urgently th an they would , f or example , 

if there were some w·1ite upper cl ass resi dents with whom 

certain Negroe s could psychologically i dentify themselves 

t hrough bus iness contacts or othor ,dse . 

The up~er class then ident i f i es i tself as a cl ass 

by me ans of prestige symbol s which are understood a s such 

throughout the entire Amer ican cultural pattern--economic 

resources , education , family st atus , and leader sbip . But 

the i nvestigators have f ailed to uerceive any i ndicati ns 

that skin color and Kordic characterist3cs f.~ cri:terla , 

i 
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in any sense , for status in the Boley community . It was 

apparent both from the interviews and from participation 

in social activities that ther e is an unfeigned indifference 

to one ' s complexion in Boley. This fact i s in di rect oppo­

sition to the vie.ts derived by i nvestigators of the :-Tegro 

in mixed communities . 1 

Instead of identifying themselves with whites , the 

upper c l ass member s of Bol ey apparently regard white peoule 

as t heir traditional enemi es . In a lmos t every conversation 

with an individual from this group in which the matter of 

race r e l ations ·.1as di scussed , the Boleyi te remarked on the 

business competition of the stores in neighboring all­

white communit i es , or reference was made to the animosi ty 

betwee·n the all- w i te community and Boley . It was dis­

cover ed , in fact , that unless the subject of race relati ons 

was introducvd by an 11 outs i der , 11 the communit y re s i dents 

seldom discuss it except in the connection j w, t suggest ed . 

1 . Franklin Frazier found that color is a significant 
factor in the spatial pat tern of Negroes in Chicago , 
Illinois . The IJegro Family in Chi ca go , (Chicago: 
University of Chicago ' res s , 1932 ) Chapter 6 ; He 
also brings out that color differences among mem­
bers of the same f amily create tens i ons and con­
flict . See 11Certa in Aspects of Conflict in the 
Negro Family, " Socia l Forces , (Oct . 1931) pp . 76- 84 . 
The s ame author in another publication takes the 
pos ition that skin color caLnot ' e cons idered in 
i sol ation , but that v11hen it is consid .red along 
with social exp jriences of the individual , atti 
tudes toward skin color gr ow out of the rea ctions 
of others in the com.muni~y. Ne-a110 Yout.n a t the 
Cros svvays , (·i/ashington, D. C. Arn r i c h Counibil on 

JI 
Uu IVERSITY 



14 

The lower cl ass has no organization and little articu­

lation but it is eas i l y recognizabl e by the simple fact 

of "not belonging" to the 11upper crust . " The conflicts 

and frustrations which generally result from lo·wer class 

status are compensated for in some degree by t he abs ence of 

the presence of wh ites. They sa.y, "we are all Negroes here , " 

implying , of cour -e , that since , in t he larger society, 

Negroes are soc i ally immoble , no Negro is "better" than any 

other . This se~ves to rationalize their c la ss status and 

lessen the sharpness of the economic class strug le . 

The class is a l so uniquely conventional among lower 

class groups . The legal , as distinguished from the common­

l aw f amily, is the rule rather than the exce 1tion in Bol ey. 1 

In this respect the lower class has what might be termed a 

middle clas s consciousness ; for there are observable in it 

the s an1e respectability prohibitions and inhibitions , and 

Education 1942) •. Similar points of vi ew are substantiated 
by: ~'I. Lloyd /arner who describes a southern community as 
a two- caste system with a clas s system in each. "Formal 
Education and the Social 3tructure , 11 Journal of Educational 
Sociology , (l,iay, 1936t), ,524- 31 -

E. B. Reuter, Race Mixture , (N. Y., l,:cGraw- Hill Book Company, 
Inc . , 1931); Chas . Johnson , Growing U,p in the Bl ack Belt , 
Washington , D. c., American Council on Education , 1942; 
Allison Davis , Donald Young , Ira D. Reid , Robert Sutherland ; 
and others . 

1 . Charles Johnson finds among lower class Negro familie s 
of the bl ack belt, that legal marriages are not custo­
mar y and tha t illegitimacy is no social stigma. Slave 
pat te ms st i ll exist among the-f'..: ili't'~s ;J .£:2.•r-C-i.t . , 
pp . 58-59 . ~ 
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socia l climbi ng proclivities wh ich a re univer sally a ssoc­

i a t ed with mi cl dl .J c lass stat us . 

Thus it might be claimed that although clas s a lign­

ments are r a t her defini t e and s har p in Boley , and a cla ss 

struggle in terms of the se alignments goes on ad infinitum , 

t here i s a min imum of cla s s f r ust r ation and personality 

di s or gani zation as a res ult of same , becaus e t he all Negro 

s ocial str ucture af f or ds ps ychological compensat i ons for 

both l a r ge class groups . The nature of t hes e compensa­

t ions can be bes t understood by means of a cons ideration 

of inter and int r a cla~s r elationships and communica tion . 

I V 

Implicit i n the whol e social structure of Bol ey is an 

underlying egalit a rian i deology . This so dominates t he 

mental a tmosphere a nd "feeling- t one" of the r es i dent s t hat 

visitors (the writers , f or exaru~le) are at l east emotion­

ally affected t her eby in the initial s t age of t he vi s it . 

Close r observation reveal s , ho.raver , t hat the bas ic idea 

of e qua lity of a l l .Jegr oes is derived , unconsciously , no 

doubt , from t he stereotyi;:ied conception by vvhi tes of a homo­

geneous Negro gr oup . The Negroes of Bol ey have t aken over 

thi s conce ption , psychically "isolated" it from its dynamic 

context , and adapted it to offens i ve use in the inter e s t of 

community sol idarity. 

It i s not diffi cult to 

r ole s uch an ideology could 
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class stratification with ' a minimum of conflict . Its im­

port f or resignation to lower cl ass status has a lready 

been noted , but f urther stress is not amiss . For just 

as every white youth once dreamed that if he studied his 

lessons and worked hard he might one day be pr es ident of 

the United States , so the son of the humblest tenant 

farmer believes that he can attain a position of pre­

eminence in Boley. He does not resent the upper class 

becauce he visualizes himself as a potential member . 

There were observed several factors , stem.. ~ing from 

the unper class , which foster lower class aspirations in 

this respect and bring them 1-vi thin the realm of proba­

bility . First , the absence of v,11 i tes provides Negroes of 

the upper clas s r.i th a sense of securi t which , in turn , 

facilitates social and general intercourse between the 

classes . It is notorious that in mixed communities there 

are invariabl y upper class Negroes who assume an "Uncle 

Tom" or "Mammy" role in dealing with whites . As a compen­

sation for doing obesience to wh ites they exact it from 

those whom they regard as their inferiors . Such indivi­

dual s could not condescend to "Thee and Thou" relations 

with lower c l ass members . They must , moreover , often 

exploit the lower class in order to keep impregnable their 

own cl ass position. Inhibited and frustrated by reason 

of inferior status , the welfare of ~ chmi.w.1t,hf ty i ~ 
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secondary in importance to what ego gratification is avail ­

abl e . 

On the other hand , ego gratification comes to upper 

class Boleyites through the preservation and progress of 

Boley. Hence , they cannot exploit the lower class members 

without cutting off the basis f or their own security. Con­

sequently, in unconscious acknowledgment of their dependence 

on the lower class , they a r e cordial , friendly , interested , 

and i nformal in their relationships with them. 

The second palliative factor for lower class status 

centers around the pyramid- like structure of the social 
a 

pattern. Vlhile it is/fact that the lowc-r class forms 

the broad base of the structure, the apex of the pyramid is 

occupied by one person , the banker , who enjoys a uniaue and 

peculiar prestige in Boley. Other upper class .. 1embers are 

ostensibly a s dependent for economic favors on the banker 

as lower clas s members themselves . Fu thermore , the amount 

of money which the banker wil l have to l end in a g iven 

season is l ar gely dependent on the fruitfulness of the crops 

raised by lower class persons . This interdependence with 

the banker who tops the social ladder , and this common de­

pendence with the remainder of the upper class upon the 

banker , provides a collective psychological setting for the 

lower class which has enough compensatory features to off­

s et t he menta l conflict which 

lower c l a s s status. 
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So thorough , indeed , i s the a ccomodation , and so s trong 

i s the psychic i denti f ica tion of the lower c l ass and the 

banker , that a number of lower class members have superior­

ity f eelings in regard to members of the upper cla s s other 

t han the banker. One lower c l ass informant related v l t h pride 

that he and the banker s a t in the l atter's office discussing 

the pr ospect for crops wh ile Dr . X waited outside . Another 

volunteer ed that the banker would "l augh and grin with the se 

doctors and tea chers but ,1hen it comes t o t alking good hard , 

common sense , he comes to us , " (farm worker s) . These re­

actions are , of cour s e , defens ive , but they break do,·m 

lower class inhibitiuns to the extent that an emotional 

security is a chi eved . Reactions of t his type then become a 

substitute in the unconscious for lower class aggress i 7n 

which , if present , would milit ate a ga inst the s tatus quo . 

They f ortify the lower cl ass individual ' s be lief that onl y 

a feYf good crops , for i nstance , stand betv1een him and upper 

class status , because he is 11as good as anybody else anyhow. " 

Another rel ated circurn tance is the f act that there is 

no l ar ge middle cla s s ilhich s t ands a s a hurdle between 

lower and upper groups . The socia l structure of Bol ey has 

been compared to a pyr amid wi th the town banker at its peak. 

I n clos e proximity ar e the doctors , lawyers , tea che rs , -.1el l ­

to - do bus i ne~s men , and affl uent far mers . This group shades 
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almost imperceptabl y into the one compoJed of smaller bus i ­

ness units , home businesses , smal l farmers , e t . It would 

be a misnomer t o call t h is group a mi ddl e cla vs because it 

is not so conceived in Boley and the :9eopl e who compri se it 

do not recogni ze com.1on intere ~,ts or common status , nor do 

they have a "consciousness of kind . " They do r ecognize 

interests ·,mi ch they s hare with thos e a t the to ·1 of the 

pyramid and some t hat they share with t h os e a t the base . 

Accord i ngly, s ince it must be reiterated , the entire social 

atmosphere i s pervaded by the philosophy of e quali ty these 

few in- betwee 1s mi ngl e soci ally both ,Iith those who are 

more and those who are l e s s secure economically than they. 

And instead of s erving as an obstacl e bet ween lower and 

upper cl a s ses they form a very concrete link in the chai n 

of s ocial relati onships . 

The floaters , aforement i oned , wi l l not be discussed 

in this connection since they are but trans i ents and do 

not necessari ly share the dominan t i deology of Boley. 

Tho se i \lb.O do remain , however , usually do so precisel y be­

cause t he unity of the all- Negro community apueal s to then 

even though they automatical ly f all into the low- strat um 

group . 

Perhap s th e s trongest uossible attestati on that the 

lower clas s Negroes of Bol ey a re not victims of a 11perma­

n ent frustr ati on" s itua tion i s to be sought in their 
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intra- cl ass relations . There is very l i ttle anti- social 

conduct in Bol ey and crimes such as rape , murder , a ssualt , 

and battery are almost unkno :m to the community residents 

except indirectly. The crime rate for Boley , i n fact , i s 

the lowest for the state of Okl ahoma. The amicability of 

intra- clas s rel ations in the disadvantaged group of Bol ey 

appears to support John Dollard t s theory of intra- r ace 

aggression as a resul t of caste f rustrati on . l 

The writers are aware that the foregoing cursory 

presentation does not in any sense expl oit the possibil it i es 

of the probl ems involved . They intend to expl ore the matter 

much mor e deep l y , give more attention to individual person­

ality by means of the l ife history , in a l ar ger work of lhich 

t h is study is a part . The present anal ysi s does , however , 

appear to focus several points of differentiati on between soci al 

classes in mixed communiti es and those in Bol ey. These 

points are submitted in specific reference to the fact that 

thi s community is relatively free f r om the psychological pres­

s ure of white soc i ety and they are expressed in the ~ llowi ng 

conditi ons : 

1 . The s oc i ety i s marked by an underlying , egali­
tari an philosophy. 

2. There is an absence of co l or differentiati on 
in the definition and mo~ivat ion of social cl asses . 

3o There is a minimum of lower class status frustra­
tion as evi denced by harmonious relations in inter and intra 
class communication , low crime r ate , and conventional sex 
mores . 

Chapter_lld. I J ohn 1 . Dollard , op. cit . , 
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4. The lower class is aware of i ts -potency in the eco­
nomic life of the community but makes no attempt to become 
articul ate as a c l ass group . 

5. The re is rel atively l ittl e expl oi t ation of lower 
class members by those of the elit e groupo 

i 
Uu IVERSITY 



J U L I U S R O ·s E N W A L D F U. N D 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Mr. Mozell c. Hill 

Report Requested of Dr. Mabel El liott 

University of Kansas, Lawrence , Kansas 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The £andidate 1 s plan of 
work is attached, Please return it with your statement. · 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's 
-qualifications, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply 
will be of ~reat assistance tn allowtnf the Fellowship Commtttee 
sufficient time for adequate constderatton of the larte number of 
candtdates. 

We request .candid and .critical .comment, Your reply will b~ held 
in strict confidence. . ~ ~ 

w~~ Di~ :or fo:=:e:1Ji~ 

REPORT 

Mr . Jr.ozell C. Hill of Langston Universi ty has been a student of 
mine, both as a gr aduate student and a number of y ears ago as an 
undergr aduate student . I have found hirr to be an earnest, ha rd- v10r k i ng , 
..-oung ma n . He did very good work wi t h me as a gr aduate student , and 
I wa s irrpressed with h is a bi l it to dig in to a problem when he under­
took independent study. 

Al though Mr. Hi l l has deep interest i n the future of h i s own 
people , h e is. I think, s ingularly f r ee from t he off ensive char a ct er­
istics of many per s ons who are members of mi nor ity groups . I t h i nk 
h e i s ver ,, obj ec ti ve i n h is point of view and tha t he will make h is 
mar k in the f i eld of Negro Sociology i f he has sufficient fina ncia l 
as s i s t a nce . 

I ha ve previously g one over .Mr. Hill ' s p.1an f qr s tudy in~ a ll-. 1 •? ~ r 
Negr o comrrunities and believe tha t he stands an illlent chance of 
making a n important c ontribution t o our unde staH't,

1 
g ~r-p-FOblf ms

0
~fR 

~ c...__, 
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the Negro . Thi s proposal t o study the Negr o in a n exclusively 
Negro comrruni tr should g ive us an opportunit y to . d iffer ent i ate t he 
problems which he faces i n a b i-ra c ial gr oup because of our peculia r 
cul tu.re frorr. t hose nhicl-i a r e either a ma tter of their o-.vn racia l 
adjus tment or are common to al l peopl e . I can think of no recent 
study i r the f i e l d of r a ce or r ace relations which sh ould be of more 
scient ific i mportance than this study promises to be . 

I t is , therefore, wi th a gr ea t dea l of pleasure on the one 
hand a nd with respect f or the val idity of his projec t t ha t I recommend 
kr . Hi ll . I hop e · our organization wil l see fit to make h i m n gr ant 
which will enable h i m to complete such an important study . 

I 
I I 

I s t he candidate free from __per s onality nandicaps which would make it difficult 
to obtain and hold a position giving h im opporttmity t o utilize his abilities? 

Pos ition or Ti t l e __ _ 

Uu IVERS~TY 



their 

JULIUS ROBENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CKICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fe llowship 

Name of Candidate Mr s . Thelma Davi s Ackiss 

Report Requested of Dr . Charles Thompson 

Howar d Universit y, Washington, D. c. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The ~andidate's plan of 
work is attached. Please return it with your statement. · 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's 
qualifications, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply 
wtll be of treat asststance tn allowtni the Fellowshtp Commtttee 
sufftctent ttme for adequate constderatton of the larte number of 
candtdates. 

We request .candid and .critical .comment. 
in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

Your reply will be held 

~~c~l t~oJh:~ 
1. ha ve re~d the pla n of Mr s . ~ c kiss ~nd Mr. Hill to ma ke a ~tudy _of 

six a ll-Negro communi ties a nd I have been 9& rLicul a rly i mpress ed by 
the un i e: ue hy po thes i s vr hich they h ope t o test. In vie,•.1 of the import.:. 
ance of the ,pr oblem of Negro-white rela tions in· thef co·untry a nd pa rticu-
1a rly the eff ect tha t t hose rela tions ha ve or may 'ba ve., upon t he person­
ality of Negroes ,this study is e specia lly s i g n i ficant . It shou1.d throw , ) 
s ome very much needed light not only upon the effec t s of segregation 
per~' b ut more e specia lly upon the po~ s ibility of Negroes living in 
tota l or semi i s ola tion. 

The methods of procedure e re not ~uff iciently described and justi-
fie~ in t his mci nuscri p t t o d e t ermine l' i.~h ·any. ,great deg:r.ee . of accuracy 
va 11di ~Y • Ho'l'•eve r, i.n v i ew of the tvro ir1d i ~ i ua l ?; . nder~ i ng t he r 
study 1 t pr obably llhould' b e t a ken for g r a nted tha t the method-s wi l l 

be a deq uate. -- l ------=...::·...,, ~ - -
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult 
. to obtain and hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize nis abilities? 

None of which I am aware 

Signed. 

Position or Title ___ pean, College of Libe.i:al Arts..,_l!_.oward University 

AddresL ___ ]i.Q.~.~_r_d _ _ Qpiv_er_si~, ."'Ta shington, D. c.J ;; __ c:::::::::-,; (--

(Dorothy Ha_~l_, 2'._tl_!!kegee Institute, Alabama) !"1--- ~ ~~- llt: rch 6: 1943 h 
J hlJ:11,i 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, JuliJMf~ sen ald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addresse<t, stampe!~lope is en os~ 
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JULI&S ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Mr . Mozell c. Hi ll 

Report Requested of Dean L. T. Moore 

Langston Universi t y , Langston, Okla.homa 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The ~andidate's plan of 
work is attached. Please return it with your statement. · 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's 
qualifications, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply 
will be of ~reat asststance tn allowtnt the Fellowshtp Commtttee 
sufftctent ttme for adequate constderatton of the larie number of 
candidates, 

We request .candid and .crt tical .comment. Your reply will be held 
in strict confidence.. • tic 

l0 ~ S:rectorc::.1Jo:i~ 
REPORT 

:·r. · .l lJ ic..' G. ·:a:;-,:ood 
:)l :::-ec :o:." 0_ : ello• 3:- • .t"s 
J 11: us ::o~cnr,al '.i _ ...1.r/ 
4.001 ·:11 L"" .V'3ntle 
"'· :_('3.-0 , Tll:.-.o.:.s 

!.:· ae~r : r . ~u:•~·oo·' : 

I a, . l""' : e d to ;' or \;a~,i r.. o . -
V"o--i'l.l qunli::'icatlons an.:: e-:.eF-r.:..en~Q!::~oT ~ . z 
TTill, ··1:1c .:. , c,n ap_,licant for '1 :: l~:1-' •Y.• Y, 

. J 
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::r . --·_11 h 1 ~ t: e ec'l:lcation:11 '· ... c'·grc.l.r..: r'1d e -.1.-~r.:.~nce 
·:!-ich :ho·.;.1··1 c:n ,le ~::_;-., to h"nJle t'1e "-:uc.,... of ".:.x r. 1 l :·o,.·~o 
con1-":'!U!1.:.:..i.e"" v~ C :.::..J-..... .::. .'..'1. a ver~r fovo::.·a'..;1° r .... -·.-m.er . !:.e hat 
for '"cv,r.:..l :·eo.r~ occ"' .:_,.., t;, re:,,ted :.n the !'it.idy o'!: 1.11 ·ie:ro 
CC'._ :~.:.i-.:.c .. . r•.i.,. bro::.: er , \he late J,etcre"' ··:11, 'lS the 
:-:i:•or ,..,~ 0lc:·, .,.iromotec'. 0•·,:; o:!: t-' _ stro•1·est ~ro __ r::i.rs o: -~ 
c.:.v.:.c L prove--.10'1.t ever c-011.--",1cted .i.na:. a l l re:;ro r:m.:.c:._..,·:.l.:.ty. 
I :.cl tl ::·'; -:· c 1 ·ccn .:.ntrrc.::t o": r . : ozcll ,., _ ··.:.11 .:.r a.11 
"Jc,.ro co: ,P"'l :. '·j_ns , to•ether .. : .... , ·_::: ,.,lore JCr<-on"l cc11 t,.ct 
,· . .:.t· .. ,·1c::. c, .. 'r,n.:.. t .:.es ..'.'or yearz, v.:.ll enabl e L.:.. to ·et qt 
the 1"""'~t A.~ t c .:.nforr.:·.t..:.0n o.n -· :'::.ct:: ,i-. • ch .re av"..:.labl c 
on t .:." ph:1::-e o::· i;cs-;ro li.:e . 

~he l'lfo:>matl o:i ro•.t~11t t~.:ro· L-h t· . .:.s pr,., ·ect :. s of nat .:.onal 
.:.~~ort~r.ce anf lt ~~,. ~r~Bntlal U'"CS thrt enhance ~~S :;fOr tancc 
~t t .i.« er :. · :.c _l _: rr.:.0 1 o" r ..... ~c:i j u~tment ··:.!.th .' ... :.ch o·.IT soc.:.al 
:ro .. J;" s arc : ... ce, . 

Jespcctful ly ,toi.irs , 

Is the candidate free from personali tJ· nandicaps which would make it difficult 
to obtain and hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed ___ _ 

Pos ition or Title 

Address ____ I,r n r• st 0;1 . ::'1i Ver ::i_.:._ ,__,., ·-·- -------=--"----'-~ - -"-+t--r--J - --r-- --'-:~ ---::--f· 

La::·: ('.'tc-n, C·l!'." r"'o::.".a ----------
Pleas e return to the Director for 

4901 Ellis Avenue , Chicago, Illinois. 

.,,.,,, .,.. ,•~r 
·----- t~ ~-~~-~,<--'-;.=; 

Fellowships, Ju i " [, sem ald Fund 
Addressed, stampe~ ~ lo~ los~ 
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JULIUS RO!ENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidentia l Report on Candidate for Fe llowship 

Name of Candidate Mr . Mozell c. Hill 

Report Re quested of Dr . Mandel Sherman 

University of Chicago 

The above-named candidate h as applied to this Fund for a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The .candidate ' s plan of 
work is attached. Please return it with your stateaent. -

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant~s 
qualifications, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An e ar ly reply 
wtll be of t reat assistance tn allowtnf t he Fellowshtp Committee 
suf ftc ient ttme for adequat e cons tderatton of the larfe nu~ber of 
c and t da te s. 

We request ~andid and .critical ~omment. Your reply will be held 

in strict confidencel.0 ~ C ~ fy IT!) _ l 
· Director::1Jowshi:\ 

REPORT 

I had an opportuni t y to know Mr . Hill during the Summer and Fall 
quarters of 1941 . I considerea·him an exceptionally intelligent 
person who was definitely i nterested in the socio- psychological 
problems , and who made every effor t to improve his knowledge . His 
discussion of psychological problems , which were presented in the 
seminar, show ed me that he had a great deal of insight and intense 
intellectual curiosity . 

I believe that t he pl an that Mr . Hill has for the study of Ne gro 
communities in Oklahoma i s excellent , and t h e only criticism I 
mi ght have is tha t h e has selected too many communities for study . 
I can scarcely bel ieve that six months of investigation is suffi­
cient for an evaluation of six communities . f t herwt se , the plan 
s eems to be of grea t interest for as Mr. Hfll stak e-a\ n 0'on"e has 
ever studied t he context of Negro culture in ~a s f.tuation in which 
significant or dominating relationships wi t h l WhiA{~~pers-0ns were 

not pr esent. d.Jo J jt ------- OV 
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Is the candidate free from personality nandicaps which would make it dif'ficult 
to obtain and hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? r· /t<N.r1ltf~~d.,.uf-1.;'~ 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FnND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Mr . Mozell C. Hill 

Report Requested of Capt. Carroll D. Clark 

214 South River Front, Monroe, Louisi ana 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The ~andidate's plan of 
work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's 
qualifications, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply 
will be of great asststance tn allowtnt the Fellowshtp Commtttee 
sufftctent ttme for adequate constderatton of the larte number of 
candidates. 

We request .candid and .crit~cal .comment. Your reply will be held 
in strict confiden<,e. w ~ ~ 

-~ r~ : for W:J: 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FRND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Mrs . Thelma Davis Acki s s 

Report Requested of Dr . John Dollard 

Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The .candidate's plan of 
work is attached. Please return it with your statement. · 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's 
qualifications, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply 
will be of great asststance tn allowtnt the Fellowshtp Commtttee 
sufftctent ttme for adequate constderatton of the large number of 
candtdates. 

We request .candid and .critic al .comment. Your reply will be held 
in strict confidence. 

w~ :::c} 1~1J::cl 
REPORT 

I t seems to me t hat Hi ll and Acki ss have a str ong and original resear ch 
proposal . I personall y am much inter ested in the differ ential impact of our 
American soci ety on Negroes when the controls are va riously operated by each 
one of the t wo groups separ ately. 

I have seen the papers which these candidates have written and bel ieve 
they have already made a convincing start and have shoVill the feasi bili ty of thei r 
t otal enterprise . 

I am not personally acquainted wi th Hi ll but feel that Mrs . Ackiss i s very 
competent. I have admired the way she has come into the field of sociology and 
social psychology and shown an affinity for the best i deas in t he f iel d. I can 

Uu IVERS~TY 



see a valuable and di s tinctive book emerging f r om the r esearch on the si x Negr o 
communities i n Oklahoma. 

Is the candidate ·free from personality nandicaps which would make it difficult 
to obtain and hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

To the best of my kno~ledge Mrs . Acki ss, the candidate I .lmow, has the 
excepti onal personal ability needed to do the required interviewing and par­
ticipational work. 

Signed ____ ~__..~::;....;;;..----'-"=-=-___;;;'------------------
Position or Title·- --~~--~ (~ ~~,(J)f\J) ,) r -~ L--"--'------::-) · f I l 6 
Address ____ _______ 'J_j_J __ ~ ~~j--- J '.''(' . ,= ~ f 
-------- ~:..-=:,.....:.~~=-~~-J ~~,--!L-~:f \y -K- I~~ /7 ~3 

J J.,IJ: I,~ I ( 
Please r eturn to the Director for Fellowships, Julitf~sen ald F\.lnd 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed staJnpeM,lope is en os~ 
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J U L I U S R O ·s E N W A L D F U. N D 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Mrs . Thelma Davis Ackiss 

Report Requested of Mr . Leroy ivloore 

Langston University, Langston, Oklahoma 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The .candidate's plan of 
work is attached. Please return it with your stateaent. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's 
qualifi~ations, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply 
will be of treat asststance tn allowtnf the Fellowshtp Commtttee 
sufftctent ttme for adequate constderatton of the larie number of 
candtda.tes. 

We request ~andid and .critical .com~ent. Your reply will be held 
in strict confidence. ~ f LD'~, 0

0 • I .._ c. l \ ~ 7 ~ o\ . 
Director for Fel 10Lships 

REPORT 

Jt 
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J r . .111.:..an ".: . :Ts:7~ood 
:::. ·f.•ctor o:: _ ello·.:sh.:.pc 
,Jul.:...1" :1oscn'···l :"und 
4901 ~-11 · .. " .AV<: "1 ie 
"~ - ~~ o , :11:~o:s 

I ar _lea,.ed to -~or .~rd rt stc.te."11Ent O"' I:r~ . "...hel ma 
:>av is .~.c' :. "'s , ' o " a l'"'CC"'t '1.:iJ.:. t i er. · o o -r L'11.c .1l t-; . 
I r:ave :m;:i "1 : .. r." • .• c1 · .:. ::c fo:- ye'tr.: '.:.nA cnr:. '"' i c 0 1r · r, Jor ·s 
o: ~r 'l.i ... c a- C'· • "'l' 3·•.1c'l:,io.,,.,"l ',s.~l:-ro.mc. o.nc.: ':;r,,.:_..,_5,_..,_,.. . 

:,r3 . :.cl:..:.cs h~.,. assibtcd 1·r . --~11 t 1l!'c·1 1--t0·.1t t'i..:.s 
yen:::- on a !"13rlee o:' "r+ ~cle,., cor.rpiled for public"'t.:.cn . 
::,...,,, lr ._/11 bac! .. rounC.: tra.:~: ~~- ~·: ~11 .... 0 r :c I"'.} 

1 • ~'l.~ ... l;;r i n 
sec11r.:nt.'.' , ~c. ,..:.11"1'.:, c.~d. edit.:.n~ :':::.c';s obta.:.ned :'ror.-. 
t'" : 1: e t l. l~ • 

: 1:P i!l.:'or~1"' ::.on sc·.;.:-h: tl~rou~i: .1.., ·~ · :t·;:=i ._ 0f 
~a~ior 1.:. ~or~ r~e ~~: it ba~ po:,~r~ .:. 1 1 eft L~~t ~n­
~ -~co :~ . .:.m_crta~ce at~ . .:.: critl~ 1 ~ rir 4 c: rcsd-
j·F ::--.er t . :.t· _,..__ .:.c"l O'.U' .~oc :.--1 _ro.:.;:~ 'l!'e ~C"'·_, . 

Is the candidate free from personalit)· nandicaps which would make it difficult 
to obtain and hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed 

Position 

/4 
or Title ~ --__ .... n ....... _o_:-~-.=·-._i=-_____ : _o_l_"_..,_ :_e __________________ _ 

Please return to the Director for 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 
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Name Mozell C. Hill neld: Sociology 

Plcm of Work 

Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Langston Oniversity 
Langaton, Oklahoma 

To complete a socio-psychological study of six all-Negro communities in 
the State of Oklahoma. May be considered a joint project with Mrs. Thelaa D. Ackiss, 
or as an individual project. 

· Wishes to ~ork for six months beginning June l, 1943 to December l, 1943. 
Will return to present position. 

Applied in 1940. 

Penonal Data Born Anniston, Alabama, March, 19ll. 
Married. Three children. 

Ages 32 
Draft: 3A 

Undergraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

University of Kansas, A. B. , 19JJ. 

University of Kansas, M.A., 1937, 1940-41. 
Atlanta University, October, 1941 to December, 1941. 
Uni.Yersity of Chicago, su1111er, 1942 . 

Experience Labor-Relat ions associate, o. s. Resettlement Administration, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, 1934-37 , $1800; i nstructor, Langston 

Uni Tersity, Langston, Oklahoma, 1937 to present, $2200. 

Accomplishments Publications: "A Frame of Reference for the Study of Negro Society" , 
with Mrs . Toel.Jlla D. Ackiss, Social Forces ; County-Type Analysis 

of Oklahoma in Terms of Socio- Econol'lic Status of Negroes , published 110nograph, 1942 . 

Two small General Education Boa.rd fellowships, 1941 and 1942 . 

Referenc• 

Dr. G. L. l:is.rrison, Langston University 
Mr. L. G. Moore, Langston, Oklahoma 
Dr. Mendel Sherman, Oniveraity of Chicago 
Dr. Mabel Elliott , University of Kansas 
Dr. Ce.rroll D. Cler k, Monroe , Louisiana. j 

j 

Budqet Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
From Appl!ccmt 
Fl'om Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 
II 
1--

$755 
.., 

e7~5 



r:ozell C. '"Iill a nd '".Clle lma J . ,\ckiss 

J I I ~ 

'?bis i s a pro!)os n.l :tor e. j oint s tudy on the a l l - lfoGro 

cam!lunity to be undertaken by Uo~oll c . Hill and Tholou D. 

Aokiss , social sc i onoe teucbers a t Langston University. 

Tt i s study cont l otes tho exhaustivo i nvesti gation of e-

" --lo~ea all-Negr o com.: uniti sin the etato ot Ok.1 ,horna. It 

uld br i ng out the :re osons '£0 1~ ~he t o\l.tii i.ag of t hcsa s epa­

r a te co unities , t helr develop cr~t c.nd 1prosant character­

istics . 1tle , a in effort 1ould ba uirected tow~r d en und~r ­

stan, ln , in s ocio- ".'.>sychologi ca.J. t erlilB , of t !.e et eot11 en 

f cgro person<.,l i t y of l iving outside tho f rame or.k af tlte 

doni nent, se eeat"'d raciel :p tter n . Tllat .1ou.ld inoludo 

an mialys i s of the i nffr.itht i on-11 mores und d~rnsmic rel ticn­

ships wit hin the Nsg1:o societ y ; the r eln.tio s hips of 

Jegroea in t hose oo:iJXiiuniti oa to thitea; and t hoir utt i ­

t udu s toward J:ogrocs , vhit e!:i , a nd t he 'total otructuro . 

~uch a study appours t o be oi gnifionnt beccuso in ~he 

t1rat yl a ce , nothing has been n-itten on the or i gin and 

dovclop:1~nt of all-llogro oamm.uni ti~t ; ~nd s econdly, no at­

t ention h s bee!! devoted to l',ef;I"o persanalit,y .,il ich h os not 

the oonste.nt psychological pressure of t he ,hito sooiety 

upon it . It anoh en investigation i s to bo done , i t oeo~u 

t imely to conduct i t no '! because t ho records or theae oom­

munitie3 are ineom let e and even 

,rould not be nble to r urni sh a truo 
troo 

sonality/reoor ds alone . 
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Mozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

founded early in this oentury and the first settl ers , who 

v,ere then adults, ere now past sixty years of age . Thus 

1! oe.se histories are to be secured whioh will a llow us 

to reconstruct a valid pio~ure or the founding nnd deYelop­

ment ot the Negro oa:i:aunities , in socio-psychnlogioal terms , 

they should be t aken as soon aa possible. 

Another timely featur e or t he proposed projec t lies in 

the raot t hat a period or flux and crisis, such as t he ~re­

sent, "'111 ~r ovoke more positi ve expres s ions of sentitlent 

and opinion than could be expec t.ed i n 'nor.marl time~ . 

llence our chances ~or arriving ~t a comprehension of the 

actual attitudes which these people possess will be cor­

respondingly greater. ~hen emotions a~o stirred, aa they 

necessarily are during war time , wo expect exaggeration. and 

over emphasis, but the ez:ni,geration itself will ba more re­

veo.ling than dispassionat e and guarded ver balizations , t or 

they will at least point out. to us t he n ~tters •;hich evoke 

t he s t rongest reac~ions in the minds of our informants , and 

enable us to determine :iore definitely the things which are 

most finn.ly entrenched in the unconscious . 
I 

Basic Assumptions 

Our tram• of reterence involves the assumption that Ne­

goes livo at a very high leTel ot emotional tension because 

ot the "white , suporiority--Negro, 1nter1or 1ty" charact er ot 

race relations in the United ,,t~es 

portent impl ications tor Negro 

tb&.t/J tl:tis 

7~/J his 
l 

2 
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Koy,• ll c. llill o.nd Thelma D. Ackiss 

su~,~ests the toll o ·,in:--- hypotl°'f:l8i e ror the :,otenti~l s tudy: 

81gnifi~mi~ di ffor encc~ uxist cf persona l i ty, atti t udes , 

mot iv·1t i on ond develotX!'lent or rela tionships ond inst i t utions , 

bet.◄men !tegroes of racially mixod O•tXl2!:lun1t1es end r boi o.lly 

t omo.:;c neou f:" c orr'" Wli t te • . l f t h:.:J 13 t r ti o t he ! n f' l u~nc e of 

the iI:J."'nct or t-ie .hlit o s ocie t y on Uegro pera"no.l ity ca n n ot 

be t horcu r<hl~, 1lndnr ato0c'l except 1n ref erence t o !fogro per-

and a <iiur y ; excni.11l'!d certr.d .n doou:.unt('.r y e>1id.on oes , racei v­

ed answer s to 125 fr.imily quest.tonne.ir es, and ~ r tioipo.ted 

in the sociP-l l i t e or i3ol ey. 1'he t wo Bncl oaed art i oles , both 

pending publication, ere the par~iel resulta ot our i nvesti­

ga t ion in t h.is co.::,amun1ty. 

lo aro :io,r. 1n proeress of studying l ,HllgStoJ1, Jklnhoma, 
h 

one ot t.he e-leveu e.11-t~e gro ccmnun1ties, .;hioh is a l so the 

lo~ution or the s t Ate col1ege tor Negroes. This investi­

gation is being done in oonn~otion ~1th the resear ch ~re­

ject of the Negr o Lo.nd Grant Col l e ges , or vrhich Ur. Hill is 

Direct or t or Langston Univer oit~ end s , sa-1.ptant.. 

¥for a more ompl ete statement ot our ~ypo ,ses und as-
sumptions , see the t wo articles whi-0 re itte 
s upport or this pl ll!I: ot work . Social las s A .Frame o 
Reference !2!:,. ~ Study r}! l'io6f0 .>Oj1ety; 

1 
2-3; 5- il 

Social At t itudes!!!. r!!!. ~ ~gp1µnjtv ; p.p. 1-.3 

3 
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Mozell C. Hill and Thelma D. Ackiss 

The materials thus obta ined may be utilized in the pr oposed 

study. 

We a r e l i kewi se engaged in reading and d i ges ting the 

state Supreme Court decisions rel ating to Negroes and state 

cases which have been adjudicated by the Supreme Court of 

the Uni ted States, in order to have at our disposal a defi ­

nite framework f or a considerati on of the connection between 

Negroes in segregated communiti e s and the state and national 

l egal sanctions and proscriptions . This data is being com­

pil8d by Mrs . Acki ss who is an attorney and a member of the 

bar of the District of Columbia . 

WTFOD OF PROCEDURE 

4 

We propose to use Langston Univers ity, Langston, Oklahoma, 

as a base from which to conduct this research ~reject . We 

estimate that a pproximately six months would be n eeded f or f i eld 

investigation and participation in the social life of the com­

munities studi ed . I f the grant is received Mrs . Acki ss will 

obtain a leave of absence from teaching for t he summer of 1943, 

which period she will spend in t he field . Mr . Hill will obta i n 

a leave for the fall GUarter of the school ye~r 1943-44 and devote 

this time to compl eting the f i eld work. At some time duri ng the s ix 

months fellowship period either Mr . Hill or Mr s . Ackiss woul d ex­

pect to s pend at least two weeks in Chicago , studying the un­

published manuscripts on race relations at the University of 

Chicago and consulting with various students of r ace rel ations . 

~ jj 
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The matarial aoll~ct8d J J rlnc th~ fello~ship pw r 1od 

woul J be organ1Lod and integrated i nto v volu~e for pub-

11oct1on eftar th "' felJ.o~·shi; had expi red and itl~ tha ,rsonal 

funds of the partici;,en'ts in the s tudy . 

i 
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N.'U.S Lozell clar e:nce Hlll. .. ---= • w 1 
., 

lfatlonall ty Colored .:' lace of birth Annisto::.:n=.., ..;A:.:;l:::.a;;.;.'-_a::.:;ma:.:.;;;;, _____ _ 

~ate of birth 3- 27 - 10 iurents ' or guardian ' s nane Rrnphrey Fill 

Eome dd -z,..,8 F 1 1 · ~- ,., v· A-d K t: . t l a res .s v , ran~{ ... n , .1.~ • .., • , ~ . a ::~es s ~ an~ ,....;..,,_.;._,,_..;-.;..;..iJ .... ,~ -;.;. .. s __ • __ _ 

Rel i :lons ~~r111atl on }adher ent) of Church of J od 

Unlvcr..,.:_ty affillat i ons KAPPA .lL?HA PSI 

Church 

School C~lle-g~e- --~--------------- --------­

Entered 9- 16- 30 ..;__~;..._;;'-'---------·-----------------
Su..1tner Jr . Coll e e 

l aj or Soc.:.olo ·-y {Soc ~ olo .,y 
( 

J-r·adre t ed June 12 , 1933 ( J v.ne 7 . l 9 37 ( --------------
De•-ree 

1 6½ ...__ ____________________ _ :::.:..:s:=::c:::z::=:: rs 

=· -Eill , ~ ozell Clarence 

Kansas City, Ks . , Jr . Colle:e 1929- 1930 

Ps.,rcholc-::;y 
En:; . Llt 
Rhetoric 
Rhetoric 
-.:_.,.t of -:::n_ . 
Cont . Ar.1er o '!=!1st 
Soc.:.010:-y 
Exerc.:. se 1 - 2 
r:y ..,iene 

FALL 1930 On ,cJrobat.:on 

El em. A.'1. i. ..:i .: 01 . 
Eleo. Ger ,.an 
I ntro . Econ 
D:erc.:.se 
Exerc.i se 

Grade 
Catqlo~~e Credit l~t 2nd 
~ur1ber Hours Cem . Sera. - ----- - ------ -'--,,,---__:::___;._ 

1 
1 
1 

3 

u u 

2 
3 
2 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 

l J 
✓ 

I V 

C 
D 

:c 
C 
C 
C 

j 

C 
D 
C 
f 2/19/30 
B 
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.1: a.;e 2 
Grade 

catal ogue cred:.t 1st 2nd 
:l.l.I:lber Hou:-s :;em sem 

p--- .. :1°1 to !"lake .1,11·obat.Lon - - -
..?all ' 30 
~te:i.nstated to Cf)n tin..1.e on 
.i:'""Ob 3. tion 
On Prob ation ..,)p l 31 

s:;ir i n,; 1931 

1en 1 l Chem 1 5 C 
Lle, Span. l 5 B 
Socl·1l Path. 2 3 l3 
l r :_ '1.C • of Speech 1 2 B 

1:ade probation SP ' ' 31 

Fall 1931 

Spanish .Rd. ;,. Gr . ,.., 
5 C ~ 

Psych. :::ociol . 155 5 :> 
Crl.1inolo .,,. 169 3 C ., 
Kental -:;:e "'ts 152 3 C 

Sp.Pin._: l932 

Extemp o!'c Spea}:in~ 61 2 C 
.tu _f'r • "'o.,.t . 10 5 D 
C .11 tural .-mt,..,:!.•opology 171 3 C 
J. o~ul 'ltlon .. !'obl eu.s 267 3 C 
El er:i . :::..ogi c l'.2 3 C 

Fal l 1938 

I:= .1 _, . I) ...... ce Pr . 165 3 C ~ 

:Cebate I 5 3 C 
Speec"l:l So.1.•rec t 30 2 -
Sprin:- 1932 

Literary IntPrpr . 
,... 

2 B ... 
Rural Sociol . 1 32 3 A 
Social Patt olo - 2";'7 4 A -" Social Insarance 171 2 ;_) 

lfor:::. . . Delinq. C,...lld 1 51 3 B 
Cor.::nun. Rec:·eat . 57 2 3 

Graduate 
Fall 1933 

Gen 1 1 Anthrop . 13(; 3 s 
se1-:.:na.r Coe . In ·est . 301 ;1 "ociol . l1.Sf, . of :::..eader s h .:..r. . 003 
Labor ::cL nonlc 8 170 ~J l Conter'.p . Soc:..eLy 1 61 
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- . - Pa~e j 

JI'ade 
cat 11 0 _,\le c:-e1 ::. t 1st 2nd 
!:~ .,er l!ourB ,..,.. ~em ....,,_.,._._ 

Graduate 
Spr.:.n J 1934 

Soc .:.al Ca.f e . Ol'k 173 3 
.., 
..j 

... .:..,t . of Leon . That . 304 3 s 

.t u.blic 01ilni on 154 3 C 
se· lnar of Soc . Invest . 303 3 t s 2/ 26/ 37 
The"1 : e· 3 s 

Fall 1940 

se. 1i na.r of Soc l ol . 300 " .., i A 2/ 81/41 
Personnel :.gt . 175 2 u 

Urban E'oc.:.01 . 1 64 3 B 
The .F.:.el c. of Soc . n . 175 3 A 

De,,el op . of ::::oc . Theor y 162 3 A 

S1,rl ns 1941 

Ach. ,..en 1 • Soc .:. ol . l S0 3 B 
: sych. \'OC 9.t • 

(' i-ers . :.gt . 157 2 B L'-

, o.j or Soclal ~ over.ents 157 3 B 
s e1:1l nar of Sociol . 300 4 A 

Fall 1932 

Intro. Sch . Ad:n A50 2 C 
Ed:ic . _ sycr .t50 3 D 
Educ . Soc . S52 2 C 

Under ~rad J.a t e 
Fall 1940 

Voca t . Guidance Vl 56 2 'R 

Hill, :.ozell Cl :irence 
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Mozell C, Rill 

Dr . Mahol A. Jj!lJ 1ott, Associate Professor or Sociology, Univer si ty ot 
lansae , Lawrence, Kansai 

Mr. Mozell C. Hi ll has been a student of mine, 

both aa a. graduate 1tudent and a nmber of years ago aa an under graduat e 

student. I have found hill to be an earnest, hard-working young man. 

He did very good work with me as a graduate student, and I was :lapr essed 

with his ability to dig into a probla when he undertook i ndependent 

study. 

.Uthough ltr. Hill bas deep interest 1n the fut ure 

of his own people, he ie, I think, singularly tree fro■ the off ensive 

characteristics or many persons who are aem.ber1 of ainori ty group1. 

I think he 11 very objective in h11 point of Tin and that he n1l aalc• 

hie urk in the field of Jegro 1ociol.ogr if he ha1 1utfi cient f 1nanc1al 

a11ti1tance. 

I have previoualy gone over Mr . Hill' s plan for 

studying all- Jegro co-uni.ti e• and beli eve that he stand• an excellent 

chance of u)dng an 1:aportant oontri~uti on to our under1tanding of 

probl.•• of t he legro. Thia propol&l to 1tudy the Begro in an ex­

oluively legro COllllunity lhoul.d give UI an opportunity to dif ferentiate 

t he problea1 which he tace1 in a bi-racial group becauae ot our 

peculiar culture tro11 tho•• which are either a. matter of their own 

racial adjwstaent or are oo-on to all people . I can think of no recent 

etudy' in the f i el d of race or race relation, which 1hould be ot aore 

scienti f i c illportance than thie 
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Mosell C. Hill 

llr, Leroy Jloo,;:1, Dean of t he College, Langs ton Uni versity, Langeton, Okla. 

Mr. Hill haa the educational backgr ound and experience 

whi ch 1hould enable hi.a to handle the 1tudy of •ix e.11-legro COlllllunitiea 

of Oklahoaa in a very f&Torable UJU1er. He hae for eeveral yeara been 

i nterested in the 1tudy ot all-Hegr e co•un1t1••• Hie brother, the 

late Letchen Rill, •• the Mayor or Bol ey, proaoted one or t he 1trongeat 

prograaa of ci Ti c iaprovaent ever conduct ed i n an all-Negro 

aunicipe.lity. I tHl that the keen intere1t or Mr. Nosell C. Hill in 

all- legro COlllluniti e1, togethex- with hi• cl oe• peraonal conta.ct with 

auch coauniti e• for year1, will enable hill t o get at the heart ot 

th• inforaation and tact• which are anilable on thia pha1e of l egro 

life. 

Th• information tough' through thie project i e or 

national illportanoe, and it hae pot ential uaet that enhance 1ta 

iaportance at thi1 criti cal period or readJuat■ent with which our 

1oc1al groups are faced. 

Dr, M•P4tl ShetMAo Director, Orthogenic School, Univer sity of Chicago 

I had u opportunity to know llr . Hill during t he 

,umaer and tall quarter• of 1941. I oonaidered. bia an exceptionally 

intelligent peraon who waa definitely int ereated in the aooio­

peychol ogical probleae, and who aade nery etfort to iapron hi1 

Jcnowl qe. Hi• d1acuaai on of psychologi cal probleae, which ••r• pre­

eented 1n the aeminar, ab.owed•• that he had a great deal of inaight 

and i nt•••• i ntellectual curi oai ty. 

U IVERS~TY 



Mozell C. Hill 
_,_ 

I beli•T• that the plan that Jfr . Hill has for t he 

• t udy of :Negro coJDIIWlit ie• in Oklahoma 11 excellent , and the only 

cr i t i ci n I llight have is that he haa selected too many conunitiea 

for atudy. I can 8C&rCel.y believe that • ii aonth• of invest igation 1• 

sufficient for an nalati on of six oo-unitiea. OtherwiH the plan 

ae••• to be of great intereat for, ae llr . Hill at&t ed., no one baa 

ever studied the context of legro culture in a 1ituation 1n which 

signifi cant or doainating relationshi p• with whi te persona were not 

present. 

Dr, Carroll D, Clark. Profeaaor of Sociol ogy and Head ot Departaent, 
Uni nrli t y of lanai, La.wrence, Kansu 

I ha.Te known lloaell Hill for the past eight or nine 

yeara, during which tille he carried 011 graduate work. and compl ete4 

requir•enta tor the K • .l. degrff at th• Univereity of Kansas under 

111' aupeni.11011.. 

Mr. Hill is a 11&D of good intellectual equiptent 

though not ot out1tanding brilliance. He baa 1hon a steady eapaci.ty 

tor growth which led ao•t ot us, uong hi 1 teachers, to r ffiH upward 

our earli er estiaatea ot hia abili ty. He bas learned to dig peraiatently 

into problaa and to ult• ua• ot hi1 analytical power • in recent years . 

Ria attitude 1a uaulUl.l.ly diepaasi onate and ob­

jectiTe, for a tlegro or tor a white 1tudent.. He respect s fact• and 

etriTea to giTe th• honest interpretation. I f -.y ef'forta haTe been 

well spent, he 11 now pretty well TerHd in balic tecbnique1 and aethoda 

of i nTeatigation. HoweTer, he baa not had a great deal ot experience 

1n studie1 ot considerable • cope. J {{( J 
~)}i 
A 
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Jlosell C. Hill -4-

I visit ed the town of Boley with hi.a, when he 

was engaged in that study, and waa tavon.bl.y illlpreased with hi e handling 

of fi~ld investi&Ation,. 

I believe he ie coapetent to handle the propose4 

f!tuciy creditably-. He hae per e8Terance, tenaci ty, and i s not l acking 

in iaag1nativ• insight diaciplined by ,ci ent ifi o method. 

Jlr. Hill hae a considerable fund of tact, geta 

along well 1f1 th aeabert 01· hie awn race and white f ollta. I think bi_a 

personality ie one or hi• etrongeat aeeet•. 

If, G. L. Ha17ison, Preeident, Langaton Un.1.veraity, Langaton, Oklahoma 

5•• tile on lire. Theaa D. J.ekiH . 

Jlr . Harriaon•• letter of reference cc,v•r• th• Joint appli cation ot 

th••• two eend.i datea. 
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1940 J>S 

Name 

Plan of Work 

Tllel.mn Davis Aoki.us {Mrn.) 

Teacher of Hist ory and Coordinator or Social Rosearch 
Lan~ston Onivur aity 
Liulgnton, Oklahoma 

Field: Sociology 

To complete n s0oio-pa7chologioc.l. study ot 61x all-Negro oomlffl.lnities in 
t h• State of Ok.lr.homu. Mui be con!l1dored e. Joint proJect with ttr . ijotell c. Hill, 
or as an individual proj ect. 

t ishoo t.o wor k tor s ix raontt.u, beginning June l , l94J to December 1, 194.J . 
ffi ll return to present poei t i on. 

Applied 1n 1940 and 194<. 

Penonal Data 

Undervraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

Experlance 

Accompllahmenta 

Born Yiogner , Okl.ohoma, April , 1906. 
Sep..1\reted. One chi l d . 

Howard Oniversit7, Y. A., l9J6, L. L. B., l9Jl 
Amoriol'.n Oni vor s1ty, September, 1936 to February, 19.38 . 
University of [e.nsas, swmiaer, 1939. 

Lawyer, D1atri ot oi' Columbia, l9J: -J6; t,e(;)cher of history, Lti.ng::iten 
Univer si ty, Langston, Oklahoma, 19J6 to pre s~nt, izooo. 

Pgbllcatioyz uA Frnme of .nefer 1;1Aae for tte Study ot ffogro ~ouie t.y", 
with Mozel l o. Hill, Sgoinl Fgroos. 
'l\fo short stor ies publ1ahed in P@Yoholoq M~.gadne anc Af!'o-Amorioa.3, 
.Balt1oore, Marylwd. 

Gen.-er~l Education Bourd tullowship, Fiok On1var31ty, 1940-41. 
Social solenoa reseurch wi tn Dl.•. Charles Johnoon, 1941- 42 . 

Dr. G. L. Uuriaon, ~ .ncoton Ouiver:1it 7 
flr. Ler oy ' !oore, Lhnc,ton Unive.r s! ty 
Dr. John 'Ooll~rd, Yalo Univor olty 

Budqet Summary 

Dr. Charl os ThoT4pson Tunkegee Institute 
Dr. ~1ll1run R. Hastie, Ro~ard Uni ver s ity 

Total Amount Needed f 7'20 
From AppUcant ~ 

from Fund iJ;To 

~OUNT GRANTED 
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L.EtttltS or RERRENCE 

Dr, Jobp R9ll9t4. Resea:rob Associate in Social Anthropology, Yale Unherntt y 

It •••• to •• tht t. Jiill and Acid•• ba'H a atrong and 

originAl research propoeal. I peraonal.ly aa auch int.er••ted i n the 

differential iapeot ot our .Amerioan aooiety 011 ••~ c•• when the control• 

ar• nrioual.y operated by eaoh on• ot the two p-oupa aep&rat•~• 

I ha..-• ••911 the paper• whicb th••• cand1clate• ha.Ye 

written and bel1ne the, h•T• alrMdy a.de a oonT1nc1na at&rt and haTe 

• bown th• feaaibilit,- ot their total ent.erpri••• 

1 u not peraona.lq aoquainted with Hill but. reel 

that Mra. Ackb• ii Terr ooapetent. I haTe adai.Nd tbe ny •h• baa coat, 

into the field ot aooiolo17 and 80Cial pqcholo17 and abown u atfi nit7 

t oT the beat idea• 1n tb• f1•l4• I can aee a ruuable and di at1not1ve 

book ••rfinl fl'OII the Nlearoh on the au Negro 00111unit1e1 in Oklahou. 

pr, Charle• B, 'thollp■on, Dean, Coll•&• ot Liberal Art.a, Boward tJniverdty 

I haTe read tbe plan ot Mra • .Aoki •• and llr. Bill to 

u.ke a atudy ot au all-»•aro c01111mdtie1, and I haft been part1culerl1 

illpreaaecl by the unique l:Jn,otheaie which th.,- hope to teat. I n Tin ot 

the iaportance of the problea ot Jegro-whit• relation• 1n th• country 

and particul&rlf the e!'t•ot that thoN Nlationa haft or M7 b&Te upo11 

the peraonalit7 or leer<>••• thia 1t'Ud111 ••peo1allT a1gnif1cant. It 

ahould thro1f aoae ftr.Y auob nNded light not o~ upon the etteot• ot 

li'Yinc u to\al. or ■eai-180lat1on. 

Uu IVERSITY 



Mr s . Thelma Davia Ack1•• 2 

deacr1bed and juati!ied i n t.hia manuacript. to determine With •nt gr M t 

degree ot accuracy their n.lidi ty. Bo.-ner, 1n view ot the t wo 

indiTld:ual• undertakina the •tudir it probabl.J' ahould be tu•n t or 

granted that the ••thode • ill be a.uqvate. 

Mr, Lfrox 1990• DMn o.t tbe Collea•, Lanceton 1Jn1ve:re1ty, Lan1aton, Okla . 

I u pleaaed to torn.rd• atateaent on Mr1. Tb.elu. 

iokiaa, wbo 1• a reo9et. addition to our taoul\y. I have known 

Mr•. Ack1H tor year• and can •PHk in 1J0rda or pi-au• •• to her edu,.. 

c&tional backarouild and training. 

Kra. Jck11& baa •••ieted. Mr. Hill througbout this 

year on a ••ri•• ot article• ooapUed for publication. Her legal b&ok­

ground training will aene adlliral>ly in eeouring, oo•piling, and 

editing ta.eta obtained troll t.h11 at\ldy'. 

Th• infoJ"Ntioo so-uaht. through th11 atud:, 1• ot 

national 1aportance and it haa potenUal uae1 t.bat enhance i t • 

1aportanoe at this oritical period ot readJuatlaent with wbicb our 

eocial ,roupa are taced. 

IF, G, L, Bln11PP, Pretident, L-"1g•ton 'UniYeraity, Langston, Oklahou. 

I W1ab to OOIIMlld to TOU M:r. •osell c. flill •nd 

lfra. Tbelaa D. J.oklaa who are, I underatand, maki ng a ,oi nt application. 

Th91 are CODlllloted with th• Social Science Departaent. llr. Bill 1• 

director of our new unit ot reaearoh and Mrt. Aoki ,. 1• Coord~tor ot 

llateriala or the...-. Thia •1t 11 parti cularly' 1nt.reated at preaent 

~J ~( 
j\ jj 
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Jira. t helaa DllTia Acld•• 

1n cooperating in th• Lend Grant Coll•g• reeea.rch progrq under the 

1pon1orabip ot Dr.•• ! . B. DuBoie. In additi on to carrying on tbia 

prograa at Langaton, Mr • .8111 and lfra. Aoki.ea are a.leo engaged i n a 

joint research proJect centering around the eleTeD all-l•gro ooaaun1t1•• 

ot Okl.ahoM.. 

In rq eetiution tb•1 are •inently qualit 14td to pur,ue 

this 1nTeet1g&t1on, and I bu·• been a-tcrengtbened in tbi • oJ)inion by th• 

intere1t ahown br editor• who are publishing 9011• ot their •ter ial.a. 

In thia connection I ai1ht NY tbat • tellowahip to th••• c•bera ot 

our re,earch •tart would not onl-y enable tb• to ooaplet.e their on 

1t.ud.1e1, but would iJ"Mtl,7 taoilitate t.he intere1t1 ot t.be aca1n11trat ion 

111 buildinc up ita prou•• ot reau.rcb. 

I 
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Mozell C. Hill Field: Sociology 

Plan of Work 

Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Langston Oniversity 
Langston, Oklahoma 

To complete a socio-psychological study of six all-Negro communities in 
the State of Oklahoma. May be considered a joint project with Mrs. Thelma D. Ackiss, 
or as an individual project. 

Wishes to work for six months beginning June 1, 1943 to December 1, 1943. 
Will return to present position. 

Applied in 1940. 

Personal Data Born Anniston, Alabama, March, 1911. 
Married. Three children. 

AcJe: 32 
Draft: JA 

Underc)faduate Work 

Graduate Work 

University of Kansas, A. B., 1933. 

University of Kansas, M.A., 1937, 1940-41. 
Atlanta University, October, 1941 to December, 1941. 
University of Chicago, summer, 1942. 

Experience Labor-Relations associate, O. S. Resettlement Administration, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, 1934-37, $1SOO; instructor, Langston 

University, Langston, Oklahoma, 1937 to present, $2200. 

Aecom.pllahmenta Publications: "A Frame of Reference for the Study of Negro Society", 
with Mrs. Thelma. D. Ackiss, Social Forces; County-Type Analysis 

of Oklahoma in Terms of Socio-Economic Status of Negroes, published monograph, 1942. 

Two small General Education Board fellowships, 1941 and 1942. 

Beferenc:N 

Dr. G. L. Harrison, Langston University 
Mr. L. G. Moore, Langston, Oklahoma 
Dr. Mandel Sherman, University of Chicago 
Dr. Mabel Elliott, University of Kansas 
Dr. Carroll D. Clark, Monroe, Louisiana 

j 

j 

Budqet Summary 

T~tal Amount Needed 
From Applicant 
Fi!om Fund 

XMotJNT GRANTED 

!" 

$755 

----$755 
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~ozell C. Hill and The.ibma D • .Ackiss 

PLEASE RETURN 
10 

Statement of Pl an of Work JUUUS ROSi= -!WALD f.UND 

This i s a proposal for a Joint study on the al l - Negro 

canmunity to be undertaken by Mozell c. Hill and Thelma D., 

Acki ss , social science teachers a t Langston University. 

This study contempl ates the exhaustive investigation of e-
(p 

1l@1te.n all- Negro c Oilb.uni ti--1s in the state of Okl ahoma . It 

woul d bring out the reasons f or the founding of these sepa­

r ate communities , t heir development and present character­

istics. The main effort woula. be directed towar d an under ­

standing, in socio- psychol ogi cal t erms , of the effects on 

Negro personality of living out side the framework of the 

domi nant , segr egated racial pattern. That woul d include 

an anal ys is of t he institutional mores and dynamic rel a t i on­

ships within the Negro society ; the relationships of 

Negroes in thes e c ommunit ie s to whites ; and their atti­

tudes toward Negroes , whi tes , and the total structure . 

Such a study appears to be s i gnif icant. because in the 

first pl ace , nothing has been vvritten on the origin and 

development of a l l - Negro communities; and secondly , no a t ­

tention has been devoted to Negro personal ity \l!l ich has not 

the constant psychological pressure of the white society 

upon it. If snch an investigation i s to be done , it seems 

timely to conduct i t now because the r ecords of these com-
r 

muni ties are incomplete and even i f they were not , we 

woul d not be abl e to furnish a true in e1 p ,tation of pe -
fr'om , .. ~ 

sonali ty/ records alone . Mos t of the comrnurJ/}•~es we_J'e 
A 1/_~1' 
ffi)ru 
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Mozell C. llill and Thel ma D. Ackiss 

founded early in this century and the first settlers , who 

were then adults , are now past sixty years of age . Thus 

if case histories are to be secured which will a llow us 

to reconstruct a valid picture of the founding and develop­

ment of the :i:regro communities , in socio- psychological terms , 

they should be taken as soon as possible . 

~mother timely feature of the proposed project lies in 

the fact that a period of flux and cri sis , such as the pre­

sent , will provoke more positive expressions of sentiment 

and opinion than could be expected in "normal '' times . 

Hence our chances for arriving a t a comprehension of the 

actual attitudes ~,hich these peopl e possess va l l be cor-

resuondingJy greater. ✓hen emotions are stir red , as they 

necessarily are during war time , we expect exaggeration and 

over emphasis , but the exaggeration itself will be more re .. 

vealing than dispassionate and gua rded ve~balizations , for 

they will at least point out to us the mat ters which evoke 

the strongest reactions in the mi nds of our informants , and 

enable us to determine more definitely the t hi ngs \Jhich are 

most f irml y entrenched in the unconscious . 

Basic Assumptions 

Our frame of reference involves the assumntion that !Je ­

groes live at a very high level of emotional tension because 

of the 11wh it e , superiori ty--1Jegro , inferiority " character of 

r ace relations in the United States and that this has im­

portant implications for j'Tegro p"ersonfil1 Yo Arnis e'.ssumiz}tiob 

l/t\~. 
1fAru 
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Mozell Co Hi ll and rrhelma D. Ackiss 

suggests the fol l owing hypothesis for the notential study: 

Significant differences exist of personality , attitudes , 

motivation and devel opment of relationships and institutions , 

between lJe groes of racially mixed communities and racially 

homogeneous comnuni ties . If t h is is true the influence of 

the impact of the white society on Negro personality can not 

be thoroughl y understood exceut in reference to Negro per­

sonality as it has developed apart from this impact and 

this psychological pressure . ~ 

Status of Project 

,le have already done some preliminary work in Boley, · 

Okl ahoma, incl uding a masters thesis by 1;,ozell c. Hill , 1934 

dealing with the community . '.le have made a number of case 

histories of Boley residents , secured newspapers , letters , 

and a d i ary; examined certain documentary evidences , receiv­

ed answers to 125 family questionnaires , and participated 

in the social life of Boley. The t wo enclosed articles , both 

pending publi cation, are the partial results of our i nvesti­

gation in this community . 

Je are nov1 in progress of studying Langston , Oklahoma , 
l.p 

one of the elev en a ll- 1,egro cOIIlPluni ties , which is a l so the 

location of the state college for Negroes . This investi­

gation is being done in connection '.Ii th the r esearch ryro­

ject of the Negro Land Grant Colleges , of which Hr . Hill is 

Director for Langston Univer sity and ~...rs • .nckiss , assistant. 

*For a more complete statement of our. hJ_)Oti:,:~,~es afud asJ 
sumptions , se~ the t wo articles wt.~ch ares ,itted in 
support of this plan of work . Social l as · t A Yrame.. ofi 
R .. ef~rence ~or the _study of Negro Jociety; t. 

1 
2- .3 ; 5- fJ J . 

Social Attitudes in an .All 1:e gro Com iunitv; p . t) . l---3 _/ 
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Mozell C. Hill and ':'helm~ D. Jlckiss 

Tho m~teri2ls thus obLLined ~ay b~ utilized in ~he pro~oseJ 

s tuly . 

We are l i ke~ise engi.ged ic readirig nd digesting the 

state Supr eme Court decirions rel·ting to Negroes ana state 

cases which have been ad j u~icate1 by the Supreme Court of 

the United Stat~~ , in oraer to h&ve at our Jisposal a defi­

nite framev:or k for a considerEtion of the connection betv,een 

Negroes in ---~reg"'t8d communities c:.nd tliE: state c.cnd national 

166&1 sane tions and prOJc1 i . _ioris . This data is being ccr::-

bar of the District of C-lumtiE . 

• li!:'THOD OF PROCEDURE 

4 

We rropose to ..ise Langstori U!1iv~rsity , Langstor1 , Ol<la.honE , 

cs &. base from ,.r_icl to conduct this researc11 ro j E..ct . We 

e$ tima te tlie t a proximc: tel., six months v:ould b& n1;;ec:ed for field 

investig8tioc anJ p~rticipc:tion in the social life of the com­

munities stuui ed . I f the gr1:;.nt i<- received Mrs . Ackiss vii l l 

obtain c. le2vt"' of &bsence from tee: cltin5 for t.he su __ _n: :;r of l ?4J , 

v-hid1 rerio .... shE- 't!ill s1,erld i .. th.€ fitilJ . Y.r . Hill wi2..l obtc..in 

a leove for tL1; fall e:_uarter of the school ye&.1 191:.3-44 c:nd devote 

thL. time to com:Jleting th0 fiE.lJ \.erk . lit some time L..u.ring tl €: six 

months fellowship period ei th1:.1 Hr . Hill or Mrs . J.cl<iss v-oulci ex­

pect to s:9enl at lea.:. t t"l,o , e€-lf$ in C11icago , - tudyin6 tht. un-

publi.:l' ed mc.nuscripts on r&c€ rrlatlons c.t trr..: University of 

Chi cc go z.nJ consul ting ',!i th var _au« student::. c f r .... ct rel& tions . 

i 
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Mozell C. Hill and Thelr.ia D. J.ckiss 
5 

The mEteri&l collecteQ d~rin~ th: f eLl r•shlr ~eriod 

would be 01 5r nizEd End integr·1:,, ted into 2 volume fo!' r ub­

lication after th_ fellovship had expired and ~ith the personal 

funds of the partic i pbnts in the study. 

I 
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ttb~ 'Ulnl\letattp ot <tbtcago 
~mce ot tbe 'Registrar 

1. The quarter is the unit of time. Three quarters, equivalent to two semes­
ters, constitute an academic year. 

2. The course is the unit of instruction. The normal program for a student 
in a Division or Professional School is three courses a quarter; in the 
College, 3 or 4 courses a quarter. Unless otherwise indicated a course is 
understood to be one unit of instruction, equivalent to 3½ semester hours. 
A course marked ½C is equivalent to a half unit of instruction; one marked 
2Cs, to two units of instruction, etc. 

3. Course numbers. The first digit in each course number indicates the group 
in which the course belongs: 100-199, primarily for College Uunior col­
lege) students; 200-299, primarily for undergraduates in a Division or 
Professional School; 300-399, graduate courses, 400-499, pre-research, 
problem, or research courses. 

4. The grading system. The grades A, B, C, and D are passing grades. The 
mark S indicates satisfactory work. The marks F and U indicate un­
satisfactory work. The mark Inc. (incomplete) indicates that the stu­
dent has not submitted all the evidence required for a passing mark. The 
mark R is used only when the student has not submitted evidence of the 
quality and quantity of his work. 

5. The College Certificate. The program of work in the College is so organized 
that a graduate of a high school spends approximately two years in the 
fulfilment of the requirements for the College Certificate. These require-

Vll-A-3 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

ments are stated in terms of educational attainments measured by com­
prehensive examinations. The student takes the following examinations 
and tests for the College Certificate: An examination in each of the four 
general fields-the Biological Sciences, the Humanities, the Physical Sci­
ences, the Social Sciences-and examinations in any two of the approved 
departmental or interdepartmental sequences. Each examination, if 
passed with the grade Dor better, is equivalent to the work covered by 
three College courses (10 semester hours). The student in the College 
also takes an English Qualifying Test. This test, if passed with the grade 
D or better, is equivalent to the work covered by two College courses 
(6¾ semester hours). 

6. The Bachelor's degree. Work in arts, literature, and science in advance 
of the first two years is carried on in the four Divisions: the Biological 
Sciences, the Humanities, the Physical Sciences, and the Social Sciences. 
In one of these four Divisions, or in a Professional School, the student 
continues ~ork tt wa~d t~~ Baj:helor's ~ree o_r towar a big~ de­
gree. The reqmremerts for (l}erBachelor'f degree mclude the suscessful 
completion of compr-ehensiv.e e~aminations or of cour-ses in selectep. field 
of study. Informa9on conc1,iJnj~~ the specific requirements for the Bache 
lor's degree may b~ securef,.d!fr<@. the A~ements published lb the 
University or frornlthe Re;i/tra,t . --.., r,;-;,.-1 

7. Honorable dismissal. A stu ~~b i honorably dismissed if dismis 1 is de­
sired, unless

1
otherwise indick~._j 
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Mozell C. Hill 

pr. Mabel A. Elliott, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of 
Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 

Mr. Mozell C. Hill has been a student of mine, 

both as a graduate student and a number of years ago as an undergraduate 

stooent. I have fotmd him to be an earnest, hard-working yollllg man. 

He did very good work with me as a graduate student, and I was impressed 

with his ability to dig into a problem when he undertook independent 

study. 

Although Mr. Hill has deep interest in the future 

of his own people, He is, I think, singularly free from the offensive 

characteristics of many persons who are members of minority groups. 

I think he is very objective in his point of view and that he will make 

his mark in the field of Negro sociology if he has sufficient financial 

assistance. 

I have previously gone over Mr. Hill's plan for 

studying all-Negro communities and believe that he stands an excellent 

chance of making an important contribution to our understanding of 

problems of the Negro. This proposal to study the Negro in an ex­

clusively Negro community should give us an opportunity to differentiate 

the problems which he faces in a bi-racial group because of our 

peculiar culture from those which are either a matter of their own 

racial adjustment or are common to all people. I can think of no recent 

study in the field of race or race relations which should be of more 

scientific importance than this study ..promises 

---I oj( 
~~ i 

l 
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Mozell C. Hill -2-

Mr. Leroy Moore, Dean of the College, Langston University, Langston, Okla. 

Mr. Hill has the educational background and experience 

which should enable him to handle the study of six all-Negro communities 

of Oklahoma in a very favorable manner. He has for several years been 

interested in the study of all-Negro communities. His brother, the 

late Letchen Hill, as the Mayor of Boley, promoted one of the strongest 

programs of civic improvement ever conducted in an all-Negro 

municipality. I feel that the keen interest of Mr. Mozell C. Hill in 

all-Negro comnnmities, together with his close personal contact with 

such communities for years, will enable him to get at the heart of 

the information and facts which are available on this phase of Negro 

life. 

The information sought through this project is of 

national importance, and it has potential uses that enhance its 

importance at this critical period of readjustment with which our 

social groups are faced. 

Dr. Mandel Sherman, Director, Orthogenic School, University of Chicago 

I had an opportunity to know Mr. Hill during the 

summer and fall quarters of 1941. I considered him an exceptionally 

intelligent person who was definitely interested in the socio­

psychological problems, and who made every effort to improve his 

knowledge. His discussion of psychological problems, which were pre­

sented in the seminar, showed me that he had a great deal of insight 

and intense intellectual curiosity. 

Ug IVERSllfY 



Mozell C. Hill -3-

I believe that the plan that Mr. Hill has for the 

study of Negro communities in Oklahoma is excellent, and the only 

criticism I might have is that he has selected too many communities 

for study. I can scarcely believe that six months of investigation is 

sufficient for an evaluation of six communities. Otherwise the plan 

seems to be of great interest for, as Mr. Hill stated, no one has 

ever studied the context of Negro culture in a situation in which 

significant or dominating rels.tionships with white persons were not 

present. 

pr. Carroll D. Clark, Professor of Sociology and Head of Department, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 

I have known Mozell Hill for the past eight or nine 

years, during which time he carried on graduate work and completed 

requirements for the M.,A .• degree at the University of Kansas under 

my supervision. 

Mr. Hill is a man of good intellectual equipment 

though not of outstanding brilliance. He has shown a steady capacity 

for growth which led most of us, among his teachers, to revise upward 

our earlier estimates of his ability. He has learned to dig persistently 

into problems and to make use of his analytical powers in recent years. 

His attitude is unusually dispassionate and ob­

jective, for a Negro or for a white student. He respects facts and 

strives to give them honest interpretation. If my efforts have been 

well spent, he is now pretty well versed in basic techniques and methods 

of investigation. However, he has 

in studies of considerable scope. 

not had a great deal of experience 

1,J ;J( ~ 
~~ i 
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Mozell C. Hill - 4 -

I visited· the town of Boley with him, when he 

was engaged in that study, and was favorably impressed with his handling 

of field investigations. 

I believe he is competent to handle the proposed 

study creditably. He has perseverance, tenacity, and is not lacking 

in imaginative insight disciplined by scientific method. 

Mr. Hill has a considerable fund of tact, gets 

along well with members of his own race and- white folks. I think his 

personality is one of his strong~st assets. 

Mr. G. L. Harrison, President, Langston University, Langston, Oklahoma 

See file on Mrs. Thelma D. Ackiss. 

Mr. Harrison's letter of reference covers the joint application of 

these two candidates. 



~DS 

Name 

Plan of Work 

Thelma Davis Ackiss (Mrs.) 

Teacher of History and Coordinator of Social Research 
Langston University 
Langston, Oklahoma 

Field: Sociology 

To complete a socio-psychological study of six all-Negro communities in 
the State of Oklahoma. May be considered a joint project with Mr. Mozell C. Hill, 
or as an individual project. 

Wishes to work for six months beginning June 1, 1943 to December 1, 1943. 
Will return to present position. 

Applied in 1940 and 1942. 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

Experience 

Accomplishments 

Beferenc• 

Born Wagner, Oklahoma, April, 1906. 
Separated. One child. 

Howard University, A. B., 1925. 

Howard University, M.A., 1936, L. L.B., 1931. 
American University, September, 1936 to February, 1938. 
University of Kansas, summer, 1939. 

Age: 37 

Lawyer, District of Columbia, 1932-36; teacher of history, Langston 
University, Langston, Oklahoma, 1936 to present, $2000. 

Publications: "A Frame of Reference for the Study of Negro Society", 
with Mozell C. Hill, Social Forces. 
Two short stories published in Psychology Magazine and Afro-American, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

General Education Board fellowship, Fisk University, 1940-41. 
Social science research with Dr. Charles Johnson, 1941-42. 

Dr. G. L. Harrison, Langston University 
Mr. Leroy Moore, Langston University 

Budqet Summary Dr. John Dollard, Yale University 
Dr. Charles Thompson, Tuskegee Institute 
Dr. William H. Hastie, Howard University Total Amount Needed $729 

From Applicant 
r~om Fund $720 

N40UNT GRANTED 
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Mrs. Thelma Davis Ackiss 

Dr. John Dollard, Research Associate in Social Anthropology, Yale University 

It seems to me that Hill and Ackiss have a strong and 

original research proposal. I personally am much interested in the 

differential impact of om- American society on Negroes when the controls 

are variously operated by each one of the two groups separately. 

I have seen the papers which these candidates have 

written and believe they have already made a convincing start and have 

shown the feasibility of their total enterprise. 

I am not personally acquainted with Hill but feel 

that Mrs. Ackiss is very competent. I have admired the way she has come 

into the field of sociology and social psychology and shown an af'finity 

for the best ideas in the field. I can see a valuable and distinctive 

book emerging from the research on the six Negro communities in Oklahoma. 

pr. Charles H, Thompson, Dean, College of Liberal Arts, Howard University 

I have read the plan of Mrs. Ackiss and Mr. Bill to 

make a study of six all-Negro comm1.mities, and I have been particula.rly 

impressed by the unique hypothesis which they hope to test. In view of 

the importance of the problem of Negro-white relations in the country 

and particularly the effect that those rele.tions have or may have upon 

the personality of Negroes, this study is especially significant. It 

should throw some very much needed light not only upon the effects of 

segregation per!!!,, but more especially upon 

living in total or semi-isolation. 



Mrs. Thelma Davis Ackiss 2 

The methods of procedure are not sufficiently 

described and justified in this manuscript to determine with any great 

degree of accuracy their validity. However, in view of the two 

individuals undertaking the study it probably should be taken for 

granted that the methods will be adequate. 

Mr. Leroy Moore, Dean of the College, Langston University, Langston, Okla. 

I am pleased to forward a statement on Mrs. Thelma 

Ackiss, who is a recent addition to our faculty. I have known 

Mrs. Ackiss for years and can speak in words of praise as to her edu­

cational background and training. 

Mrs. Ackiss has assisted Mr. Hill throughout this 

year on a series of articles compiled for publication. Her legal back­

ground training will serve admirably in securing, compiling, and 

editing facts obtained from this study. 

The information sought through this study is of 

national importance and it has potential uses that enhance its 

importance at this critical period of readjustment with which our 

social groups are faced. 

Mr. G. L, Harrison, President, Langston University, Langston, Oklahoma 

I wish to commend to you Mr. Mozell C. Hill and 

Mrs. Thelma D. Ackiss who are, I understand, making a joint application. 

They are connected with the Social Science Department. Mr. Hill is 

director of our new unit of research and Mrs. Ackiss is Coordinator of 

Materials of the same. This unit is part· ularly in ef ~sted a:t--prj ent 

~ij 
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Mrs. Thelma Davis Ackiss 3 

in cooperating in the Land Grant College research program under the 

sponsorship of Dr. W. E. B. DuBois. In addition to carrying on this 

program at Langston, Mr. Hill and Mrs. Ackiss are also engaged in a 

joint research project centering around the eleven all-Negro communities 

of Oklahoma. 

In my estimation they are eminently qualified to pursue 

this investigation, and I have been strengthened in this opinion by the 

interest shown by editors who are publishing some of their materials. 

In this connection I might say that a fellowship to these members of 

om.- research staff would not only enable them to complete their own 

studies, but would greatly facilitate the interests of the administration 

in building up its program of research. 

g, -~t 
h.~~i 
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FOREWORD 

An educational institution of higher learning should be judged 
apon the basis of the changes and improvements which it brings to the 
life of the people it is intended to serve. This idea, which is held and 
stoutly defended by many leading American educators, has been arrived 
at through years of observation and critical study of educational insti­
tutions, and their relations to social Jiving. The acceptance of this 
view demands that the staff members of higher educational institu­
tions hold an intelligent and positive social outlook. 

Langston University presents this study as the first of a projected 
series of several bulletins dealing with Negro life and education in 
Oklahoma. The timeliness of the present investigation is occasioned 
particularly by two factors : 

1. There is an imperative need for the college to understand its 
social setting, in this instance, the Langston community, so 
that it may •use what facilities it has to improve economic and 
social conditions among the people. 

2. The present war crisis has made the college increasingly con­
scious of the need for future economic and social planning; such 
planning cannot 1be effective without a thorough scrutiny of 
what has happened in the past, and a full realization and a 
significant understanding of the present situation. 

Mr. Hill and Mrs. Ackiss, both of the Social Science faculty of 
Langston University, in this study, have made an analysis of the living 
conditions ocf the people in this all Negro community. lt is hoped that 
the information contained herein may serve as a means of acquainting 
all staff members with the conditions now existing in the local com­
munity and as an aid in formulating a program to remedy certain un­
desirable conditions. 

Thu,s, while Langston University is immediately interested in im­
proving the environment of the student, it does not overlook the serv­
ices which it can also render to the local community, the state, and the 
nation. 

G. L. HARJRLSON, President 

Langston University 

Lan . t n, J ldahoma 
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Culture of a Contemporary All-Negro 
Community 

Langston, Oklahoma 

INTRODUCT ION 

This study is the initial effort of the research staff of Langston 
University to investigate the socio-economic conditions of Negroes in a 
specific community. The university has inaugurated an ambitious re­
search program which contemplates the compilation of infor:nation 
a·bout the Negroes oJ Oklahoma which may be useful at present and in 
the post war period. The national government is making an heroic 
attempt to collect the nec;)ssary information for integrating all indi­
viduals and groups of the United 8tates into a unified whole. It can 
accomplish this purpos :! with much less difficulty if it has the co­
operation of institutions and representatives of the various groups. At 
least such is the assumption f.rom which this college proceeds. 

Incidentally and conveniently the objectives of Langston University 
dovetail with personal researches now in progress by the writers under 
a grant from the Rosenwald Fund, which wil! attempt to explain the 
dynamics of the societal patterns of all~Negro communities in Okla­
homa. Under this award, Langston is one of six communities to be 
investigated. Accordingly, the pres,mt study serves the double function 
of introducin,g the university research program and of facilitating the 
Rosenwald project of Hill and Ackiss. 

This project , in ;ts total ity, is controlled by the hypothesis that 
Negroes who live in semi-isolation from the dominant culture, and who 
are thus relat ively f.·ee from t.!1e psychological pressure of the White 
society, exhibit diff~rcnt patte rns of thought and behavior from those 
who are conditioned to living ln racially mixed communities. Their 
frustrations as well as their rationalizations and adjustments are dif­
ferent, at least in degree and sometimes in kind. If this thesis is valid, 
an understanding of the all-Negro community wil! open a new area for 
consideration of Negro-White relations. 

Several factors influenced the selection of Langston as the research 
site for this study. First, it was imperative to select Langston, where 
both the writers are employed as full-time college teachers, if a de­
tailed investigation were to be conducted. This factor alone would not 
have been decisive, however, had the community not offered some 
unique features which appeared to make such an investigation worth­
while. For instance, Langston is the location of the only college for 
Neg1·oes in the state of Oklahoma, hence serves as a point of concentra­
tion for a large percentage of the college-age youth of the state. If 
the research program of the college is to have any implications for the 
post-war world it should include all available information about the 
communities in which college boys and girls spend their impressionabl~ 
adolescent years and in which they reach maturity. 

Another factor which inakes Langston deserving of investigation is 
the nature of the social interaction between members of the community 
and college staff members. This has been so far from satisfactory in 
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the past as to constitute a definite cleavage. As a result the institution 
has been hindered from rendedng needed services to the community 
which has, in turn, failed to benefit to the extent which it might have 
done by the existence of the college. 

,Moreover, since it may be determined from experience that the 
community of Langston is unable to alleviate its most pressing prob­
lems which react to the disadvantage of the college teachers and stu­
dents, it appeal's that the college is obligated to attempt to understand 
the nature of the problems and to try to achieve a consensus with the 
town residents who want to improve their surroundings. 

These problems imolve: (1) lack of an economic base for com­
munity living, with the concomitants of poor housing, sewage and other 
conditions which jeopardize the health of all of the people of Langston; 
(2) an inadequate local governmental structure, which does not suffi­
ciently cooperate with the county governmental agencies to assure 
Langston of the county support to which it would ordinarily be en­
titled; (3) folk patterns of thought and behavior which stubbornly re­
sist social change, and some of which impinge on the consdousnesses of 
the college youth, r etarding their social adjustment to dominant cul­
ture patterns. 

Identification and Historical Background of Langston 

Langston is an incorporated village with a population of 514. It 
is 11 miles east of Guthrie and 3 miles west of Coyle, Oklahoma. It 
adjoins the college on the southeast side of the campus, separated by 
::ltate Highway, number 33. The floating population is much larger at 
all times than the 1940 census population figure given above due, of 
course, to the continuous presence of college students and faculty mem­
bers. 

The village is part of the Red Plains, an area of land which is 
nearly level to rolling, extending through central and western Okla­
homa and from south central Kansas to northwest Texas. The Red 
Plains soils are highly erodible, and this land type is characterized by 
grayish-brown to dark-brown soils, underneath which are gray sand­
stones and shales. General farming is carried on thretughout most of 
this area in spite of the fact that the soil suffers from severe sheet and 
gully erosion. Generally, the climate of the area is characterized by 
mild winter, during which there are rains of long duration and low in­
tc!1sitics, and long drought periods between summer rains.1 

The organization of the village of Langston dates back to 1891 
through the promotion efforts of two Negroes, James Robinson (who 
became the first mayor) and a m:in named E. P. McCabe. It appears 
from the evidence received from eai·ly settlers that these two men 
owned about 160 acres of what is now the southeaht corner of the 
town. They sold this in lots and purchased another 160 acres of which 
is now the northeast section of the community. After this disposal the 

l. Harley A. Oanlel. et al. . .Investigations in Ji;rosion Control and Reclamation ot Eroded 
Land at tile Red Plains Conservation Experiment Statton, Guthrie, Oklahoma. 1930·-tO. 
U . S. Departme-nt of A1trlc11lture, Soll Conservation Service. W ashln~ton. D. C. , Jan­
uary. 1913. page 62. 
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promoters acquired the western part which came tu be called College 
Heights. 

During this period the promoters sent "runners" through the 
Southwest, informin,g Negroes that the Iowa-Indian strip-the line 
separating Oklahoma from Indian Territory-would soon be opened for 
settlement. In the meantime they built a large house to accommodate 
migrants until they were able to settle. It is generally conceded that 
McCabe and Robinson were also responsHl'le for naming the community, 
but the evidence in this connection appears to be based largely on con­
jecture. It is a fact, however, that the town was named for John M. 
Langston, a Negro U. S. congressman from Virginia during tha fifty­
first congress, having served from September 1890 to '.\1:arch 1891. 

The fact that the new community was named for a Negro is indica­
tive of the intention of the promoters to found an all-Negro community. 
This is borne out by infot mation from old settlers to the effect that 
Whites were discouraged from locating in Langston. Mr. Coyle, fo1 
example, wanted to build a wholesale house but permission was refused 
him. Sho1·tly thP.reafter, when the Santa Fe railroad sought a right of 
way through the community and the residents failed to come to agree­
acle terms, Mr. Coyle arranged for the railroad to have a right of way 
three miles east of Langston. Immediately a town sprang up there 
which was named Coyle. The few white families who had settled in 
Langston moved to Coyle which became an all-White community. 

Race relations were apparently amicable since there is much evi­
dence that Whites frequently came to Langston to buy groceries, pat­
ronize blacksmiths, etc. Moreover there was a Catholic school in the 
years before statehood which was taught by Whites but attended by 
children of both racial groups. There were a number of Indians in the 
vicinity though not in the community. Most of them sold their land 
later and moved elsewhere. The only race friction which has come to 
the attention of the writers involved raids by cowboys and desperadoes 
from Pleasant Valley, which discontinued after a few yea1·s of mass 
resistance by the Negroes of Langston. 

The community did not grow as fast as was hoped by the pro­
moters and early settlers, primarily because, say the old residents, of 
the opening of new areas of land for settlement. In consequence many 
restless migrants moved on to ned fields before becoming established. 

Langston University was established pu.rsuant to a bill enacted by 
the Oklahoma Territorial Legislature, March 12, 1897. It began 
through the efforts and good offices of the people of the community 
raising enough money to donate 40 acres of land. The school began in 
1898 as an Agricultural and Normal School, with 4 teachers and 41 
students. By the close of the first school year there were 181 students. 

In the early years there was a strong rapport between the college 
and the community. Many of the community r esidents had aided the 
founding of the institution and had a paternalistic interest in its de­
velopment. In turn, the college president and staff were sympathetic 
to the struggles and problems of the pioneer community. Faculty 
members visited community residents; the college presented programs 
in the village; and in general there was no attempt on the part of the 
college personnel to alter community patterns. The J l~ v:f between 
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college and community, which has been previou~ly mentioned, developed 
later as a result of the expansion of the college·, indifference on the 
part of new teachers to the community people, and bitter resentment 
by the old settlers at being "left out" of college activities and affairs. 

The County Setting 
Before cons ider:ng the organization and structure of the com­

munity it is important to understand the economy of Logan County in 
which Langston is located, especially the socio-economic life of the 
Negroes of the county. Such a description will, of course, include 
Langston and thus furnish a general idea of the problems of the mem­
bers of the community. It is very necessary to observe the reflection 
of L'.1ngs ton in its county setting because this community is largely 
dependent for its su rvival upon Negroes in the county who can earn a 
living. 

By way of illustration, Langston is a rural non-farm community. 
As such it attempts to serve Negro farmers in the outlying districts 
with as many of t heir necessities as possible. Thus the economic situa­
t:on of the county farmers becomes directly related to the maintenance 
of bus iness in Langston. The state college for Negroes, through which 
Langston partially exists, is necessarily interested in the economy of 
the county from which it draws a number of its students. The college 
is also interested from the standpoint of improving the agricultural 
techn ique of farmers in the county through extension training and 
otherwise. In other words, neither the community of Langston nor the 
college can develop rnuch farther t han the economy of Logan county 
wi)I permit. A description of that economy follows. 

Logan County, in which Langston is located, has been classified as 
a 1B1 county.2 This indicates that its basic economy is farming, with 
cotton as the principal crop, but that there is some industrial diversifi­
cation and that there is at least one urban area of more than 2,500 in­
habitants in the county. The urban area in this instance is Guthrie, 
Oklahoma, aforementioned, whkh has a population of 10,018. The 
t:;t::.l population of the county, according to the 1940 Federal census, 
is 23,245, of which 5,389 or approximately 21.3 per cent are Negroes. 
(Sec table 1). 

TABLE I 
COM POSITION OF POPU LATION IN LOGAN COUNTY 

Total Population (1940) .......................................................................... 25,246 
Males ................................................................................................ 12,614 
Females .................................................... ...................................... 12,631 

Total Population (1930) ........................................................................ 27,761 
Total Negroes (1940) ................................................................................ 5,389 

Males ......................................................................... ..................... 2,668 
Females .......................................................................................... 2,721 

Total Negroes (1930) ................................................................................ 6,487 
Per Cent Population Negro (1940) ............................................................ 21.3 
'Per Cent Population Negro (1930) ............................................................ 23.4 
Other Races (American Indians) ............... ................................................ 23 

2. S~c Soclo-.Economic Approach to Educational Problems by Ina C. Brown. U. S. Of• 
flee of Educo.tlon. No. 6. Vol.. \. 1942. 
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The census reports 19,833. native and foreign born Whites in Logan 
County, of which 3,748 are classified as rural non-farm; 8,152 as rural 
farm, and 7,933 as urban. Of the 5,389 Negroes in the county, 1,126 
are classified as rural non-farm; 2,182 as rural farm, and 2,081 as 
urban. It should be noted that there are 23 Indians in the county who 
are not included in the foregoing categories. It is significant also in 
the present context that Langston falls under the rural non...farm class 
of towns. Thus it becomes important to get a picture of the total eco­
nomic setting of the entire county with particular emphasis on the rural 
non-farm population. 

The follo\\'ing tables are revealing as to the basic economy of the 
country. For example, it may be observed in Table 2 that the number 
of farm units has dec1·eased since 1930 but the average size of these 
units has increased. During the depression years-between 1930 and 
1935- there was a tremendous decrease in the value of farms. In the 
last few years, however, there has been a s light increase from the 1935 
figure. The average value of land and buildings per farm shows the 
same general trend as that of the value of farms. The value of imple­
ments and machinery on farms has slight!~• increased s ince HJ:-!O. 

TABLE II 
FARMS, FARM ACREAGE AND VALUE, AND VALUE OF 
BUILDINGS AND IMPLEMENTS FOR LOGAN COUNTY 

Number of Farms April 1, 1940 ................................................................ 2,316 
April 1, 1935 .............................................................. 2,681 
April 1, 1930 .............................................................. 2,833 

Approximate land area acres ............................................................... 478,080 
Proportion in farms .......................................................................... 86.l % 

All land in farms (acres) ............................................................. .411,419 
Average size of farms (ac1·es) ............................................ _ ................... l 77.6 

(1935) .............................................................. 162.7 
(1930) ................................................................ 144.l 

Value of Farms (1940) .................................................................... $12,491,569 
(1935) .................................................................. 11,880,518 
(1930) ··············· ................................................. 19,024,625 

Value of Buildings (1940) .............................................................. $ 2,494,031 
(1930) .......................................................... 3,559,475 

Average Value (land and building per farm) ............................ $ 5,394 
(1935) ................................................... .... 4,431 
(1930) ················-....................................... 6,715 

Value of Implements and Machinery (1940).............................. 1,310,157 
(1930) ............................ 1,131,045 

Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 reveal the place which the Negro farmer oc­
cupies in the total picture presented above. In line with the general 
trend of deerease of farm units for the entire county between 1935 and 
1940, Negro farm units have decreased from 566 to 373, comprising 
44,478 acres. {Table 4) (Ta•ble 5). The value of these 373 farms is 
$800,430 (Table 4 ) , and the value of implements and machinery 
amounts to $56,156. (Ta,ble 6). 
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It is also apparent from these tables that the per cent of farm 
tenency among Negroes is extremely high, (68.7). Of the 44,478 acres 
farmed by Negroes, 26,806 are farmed by tenants and only 10,012 acres 
.ir Jess than ~5 per cent are farmed by full owners. (Table 3). 'l' ht: 
,,a1ue of all N egro farm land in the county is $800,4~0; more than 50 
per cent ($459,630) of which is farmed by tenants. Full owners con­
t rol only $212,000 worth of acreage C'r slightly m or F: than 25 pe r cem. 
(Table 4). 

Table 5 reveals that all farmers in the county have decreased since 
1935. Neg ro farmers are decr easing more rapidly than Whites, espe­
cially tenants. The number of Negro full owners decreased from 120 in 
1935 to 96 in 1940 while the number of tenants decreased from 369 in 
1935 to 242 in 1940. In fact, the rate of decrease of farmers is much 
more rapid among non owners than among owners. Croppers have left 
the farms at a faster rate than any other class of farmers. 

The low economic status of Negro farmers is brought out by a 
consideration of the value of their implements and machinery. (Table 
6) . Thus the 96 farm owners have $25,003 worth of fann implements 
and machinery while the 242 tenants own $23,066 worth of such equip­
ment. The 29 croppers have farm implements valued at only $2,090. 

TABLE III 
FARM ACREAGE 1940 BY COLOR AND TENURE OF 

OPERATORS FOR LOGAN COUNTY 
',Vhite ........................................................................................................ 366,941 

Full Owners .................................................................................... 86,571 
'Part Owners ... .. . ... . .... ..... .. . .... ... .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . .. ... . . ...... .. ... . ...... ...... ...... ... 97,385 
Managers .................................................................................. (not given) 
Tenants ........................... ...... ........................................................... 181,437 
Croppers .......................................................................................... 7,727 

Negro ............................................................. ......... .................................. 44,478 
Full Owners ...................................................................................... 10,012 
Part Owners ... ................................................................................. 7,260 
Managers ............................................................................. ..... (not given) 
Tenants ................................... ........................................................... 26,806 
Croppers ........................................................................................... . 2,900 

TABLE IV 
SPECIFIED VALUE OF FARMS 1940 BY COLOR AND TENURE OF 

OPERATORS FOR LOGAN COUNTY (LAND AND BUILDINGS) 
White .................................................................................................. $11,691,139 

Full Owners .............................................................................. 3,392,985 
Part Owners .............................................................................. 2,922,531 
Managers .................................................................................. (not g iven) 
Tenants ........................................................................ .............. 5,297,623 
Croppers .................................................................................... 219,355 

Negro .................................................................................................. $ 800,430 
Full Owners ............................................................. ................ . 212,000 
Part Owners .............................................................................. 109,800 
Managers ..................................................................... ............. (not given) 
Tenants ............... ....................................................................... 459,630 
Croppers ...... ................................................... J··· .5( 105 J 
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TABLE V 
NUMBER OF FARMERS (1940) BY COLOR AND TENURE OF 

OPERATORS FOR LOGAN COUNTY 
Number of farm operators (white) (1940) ............................................ 1,943 

( 19-35) ............................................ 2,115 
Full Owners ................................ (1940 ) ............................................ 648 

(1935) ............................................ 655 
Pa rt Owners ...... . .................. , .. ( 1940 ) .............. ........... ................... 288 

(1935) ............................................ 240 
Managers ...................................... (1!140 ) ............................................ 6 

(193•5 ) ......... ································ 10 
Tenants .......................................... ( Hl40 ) ............................................ 888 

(1935) .................... ...................... l,905 
Croppers ........................................ (1940) ................. .......................... 44 

(1935).......................................... 96 
Number of farm operators (Negro) (1940) ............................................ 373 

(1935) ............................................ 566 
Full Owners ................................ (1940)........ ...... ............................ 96 

(1935) ............................................ 120 
Part Owners ............................ (1940)............................................ 34 

( 1935 ) ................................... ········ 56 
Managers ...................................... (1940) ............................................ 1 

(1935 ) ......................................... ... l 
Tenants ......................................... (1940) ............................................ 242 

(1935) ............................................ 369 
Croppers ...... ........................... (1940)............................................ 29 

(1 935) ................................. ········ 88 

TABLE VI 
VALUE OF IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINERY (1940) BY COLOR 

AND TENURE FOR LOGAN COUNTY 
White ................................................................................................... $1,254,001 

Full Owners ................................................................................ 340,021 
Part Owners ................................................................................ 357,641 
Managers ............................................................................... (not given) 
Tenants ................................. ....................................................... 54~,439 
Cropper s ...................................................................................... 16,980 

Negro . . ................................................................................... $ 56,156 
Full Owne rs ..... . . . ....... ........... ... ...... ......... ................ ....... 25,003 
Part Owners ............................................................................... . 
Tenants ................................................................................... . 
Croppers .................................................................................... . 

6,115 
23,066 

2,090 

From the preceding data and accompanying tables, it is obvious 
that the Negro farmer is, as a class, poor, almost landless, restless, and 
dissatisfied, and virt ually barren of equipment for agricultural work. 
The fact that the farm workers, su·ch as tenants and croppers, are 
leaving the farms so ra pidly indica tes a group pessimism about the 
future which these people might expect on the farm. Ther e is no rea­
son to believe that migrants from the farms achieve economic security 
by leaving the land, certainly not if they locate j n LoA1r County; !Jr 
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Negro employment status for the county shows not only general in­
security but a lack of integration of the Negro into the economic life 
of the county. 

Evidence is produced in Table 7 that of the total of 3,799 Negroes 
over 14 years old in the county, only 1,758 are in the labor force, and of 
this number only 1,084 are employed (as of 1940). Of this last figure 
there are 590 wage and salaried workers; the others are e ither em­
ployed on their own account, or are unpaid family workers. There are 
312 Negroes in the county who were reported on public work relief 
\~. Y. A. or \V .P.A.) in 1940 and 362 seeking work. 

TABLE VII 

NEGlW EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN LOGAN COUNTY 
i'l'lale 

Number of Negroes 14 years of age and over ...... 1,883 
In Labor Force ................................. ............................... 1,311 

Employed (except on public emergency work) .... 82) 
Wage and Salary Workers ...................................... 373 
Employed on own acc9unt.. ................ __ ................. 400 
Unpaid Family Woi,kers. ....................... ................ 52 
Class of woi,k not reported......... ... .... ... ............ 4 

Employed on Public Emergency 
Work (W.P.A., N.Y.A. etc.) .................................. 233 
Seeking Work ........................ . ................................ 2-19 

Experienced Workers ............. ............................ 226 
New Workers ............................. ........................... 23 

Not in Labor Force........................................................ 572 
Engaged in own home work.................................... 14 

In School ........................ .................. .................. ..... 124 
All others and not reported.................... ............... 434 

Female Total 
1,916 3,799 

447 1,758 
255 1,084 
217 590 

26 426 
4 56 
8 12 

79 312 
113 362 
109 335 

4 27 
1,469 2,041 

977 991 
126 250 
366 800 

The occupational breakdown of Table 8 of t!·1ese 1,084 members of 
the county labor force shows that the majority of Negro workers in this 
county are farmers, domestic and service workers, and farm laborers. 

TABLE VIII 

NEGRO EMPLOYED WORKERS 14 YEARS AND OVER BY 
MAJOR OCCUPATION GIWt,;1'S AND SEX-l<~OR 

LOG AN COL:NTY (1940) 
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In view of the unmistakably low income level of most of the Ne• 
groes of Logan County it becomes relevant to describe characteristics 
of housing and living conditions. In Table 9 it will be seen that there 
are 1,437 Negro housing units (20.5 per cent of total housing units). of 
which 685 are owner occupied and 752 are tenant occupied. Thus over 
50 per cent of the Negroes in the county are renting. 

TABLE IX 
NUMBER OF HOUSIN G UNITS OCCUPIED BY N EGROES 

IN LOGAN COUNTY 
Negro Dwelling Units: 

'.Che County ....................................... ................................................... 1,437 
per cent .............................................................................................. 20.5 

Guthrie .................................................................................................. 58!:J 
per cent ... ........................................................................................... 20.2 

Rural Non-farm .................................................................................. 32!:J 
per cent ............................................................................................ 22.5 

Rural Farm ......................................................................... 51\J 
per cent ............................................................................................ 19.6 

Negro Owner-Occupied Units: 
The County ................................................................................ ..... ... (i85 
Guthrie ................................................................................................. 337 
Rural Non-Farm .................................................................................. 174 
Rural Farm .......................................................................................... 174 

Negro Tenant-Occupied Units: 
The County .......................................................................................... 752 
Guthrie .................................................................................................. 252 
Rural Non-Farm .................................................................................. 155 
Rural Farm .......................................................................................... 345 

Of the total of 1,4::!7 houses, the census reports that only 322 are 
not in need of major repairs wlule 1,023 are in need of major repairs. 
I t is i-evealing 111 this connection that 949 of these houses have no 
1 unning water and only 83 have private baths and flush toilets. Only 
284 report electric lights and electric facilities. (Table 10). 

TABLE X 
CHARACT E RISTICS OF NEGRO HOUSEHOLDS IN LOGAN 

COUNTY 

Number of Negro Households .................................................................. 1,437 
~tate of Repa.r and .Plumb,ng : 

Not needing major repairs ................................................................ 322 
With private bath and flush toilet................................................ 83 
With private flush toilet, no private bath.................................. 5 
With running water, no private flush toilet.............................. 21 
No running water in house............................................................ 213 

Needing Major Repairs ...................................................................... 1,023 
With private bath and private flush toilet................................. 27 
With private flush toilet, no private bath........ ............. G 
With running water, no private flush toilet.............................. 41 
No running water in house...................................................... .. !:!4\J 
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Not reporting repair or plumbing......................... .............. ..... 92 

Lighting Equipment: 
Electric .............. ............................................................. ...... 284 
Other ............... ................................................................................... 1,114 
Not reporting ............................................................................... . 

Number of persons in household : 
l person ............................................................................................. . 
2 pe rsons ................................................. ............... ......................... . 
3 pe:sons ......................................................................................... . 
--1 persons 
5 pe rsons 
G persons 
7 persons 
8 persons 
9 persons 

JO persons 
11 or more p~:-sons ............................................................ . 

\l r .lian number of per!-ons : 
All Negro Households ...................................................... . 

39 

203 
347 
260 
200 
141 
104 

73 
42 
:13 
77 
21 

3.16 
Owners . ........... ....... ...... ............................................................... ...... 2.83 
Tenants .. ....... . ........ ...... . ...... ..................... ............................ 3.46 

Of the rural non-farm Negro housin-g units in the county, 436 re­
ported their est:mated re nt. Table 11 reveals that 190 of this number 
are paying less than $3.00 per month rent. The median estimat-ed 
monthly rent is $3.70. This appears to have significant eco:10mic impli­
cations for Langston, which is cons:dered by the census as a non-farm 
unit. hTe l"e are 508 report~d owner occupied, 1·ural, non-farn1 Negro 
homes, 203 of which are valued at less than $SO). (Table 12) . The 
ave ra1re and median values of these homes ;lr~ $721 and $405, respec­
tively. 

TABLE XI 
ESIMATED MONTHLY RENTS FOR NEGRO T ENANTS IN 

LOGAN COUNTY 
Number reporting estimated R:mt ............................................................ .496 
Unde r $3.00 ........... ................................. ................ .................. .................... 190 

$3.00--$4.00 ······························•··········· .................. ··················•······ ···•··· ···· 97 
$5.00- $6.00 ···················•··················· ···········•·······•··················•················ ..... 89 
$7.00 $!l.OO .................................................................................................... 34 
$10.00-~14.00 ···•···•····................................................................................. 41 

$15.00 - $19.00 ..... ·········· ··························•·· .. ·················--····· ................... .... 21 
$20.00- $24.00 ..... ..................... ................................... ................. G 
$25.00-$29.00 ................. ··················· •···•········ ... ................. ... . .. ........... 2 
$.'30.00---$39.00 . ·························· .......... .................................................... 8 
$40.00~ $49.00 ···············································•··················· ............ ············· 3 
$50.00- ,$59.00 ..... ................................... ............................. ......... ... .......... 3 
$60.00- $99.00 . . ......................................................... ··············--······ ..... .. 
$100.00 and over ............................. ............................................................ . 
Median Estimated Monthly Rent (dollars) ............. J··'· .......... .. 
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TABLE XII 
VALUE OF NEGRO OWNER-OCCUPIED NON-FARM HOUSE­

HOLDS FOR LOGA.\ COUNTY 
Number Reporting Value .............................................................................. 508 

Under $300 ............................................................................................... 203 

300--499 ···································· .... ······················································· 97 
500- 699 ················•·····································•·•·································--······ 84 
700-999 ............................................................................................... 34 

1,000-1,499 ·····•···························--······•···•······••······································ 46 
1,500-1,999 •································••································--······················· 21 
2,000- 2,499 ................................. ···•·· ·········•···•······· ................. ··········· .... 5 
2,500-2,999 ············· •• ······························--··············•···························· 2 
3,000- 3,99!) ...................................... ................ ........................... ....... 8 

4,000--4,999 ·········· ·····························•···•······ ····················· ··········•·· 3 
5,000- .5,999 ........................... ····•• ····· ............................................... 3 
6.000- 9,999 ...... ·········· ...................................... ································ 0 

10.000 and over ............... .............................................................................. 2 
Average Value (dollars) ......................................................... 721 
Median Value (dollars) .................................................. .......................... .405 

The foregoing data are revealing and unmistakably conclusive as 
to the bas ic economy upon which t he community of Langston rests. It 
can be seen that lhe standard of living of Negroes in the county is 
extremely low. Earning, buying, and tax-paying power per capita is 
at the very minimum and the wealth of this area is far below the 
national ave:·agc. Acccrdingly, Negroes in Logan County live on a 
very narrow economic margin of subsistence. These conditions are re­
flected in the social institutions of Langston, particula rly public facili­
ties provided through taxation, which are far from adequate. How­
ever, specific analyses of the institutional problems will be presented in 
nthcr ~ections. 

Economy of Langston 
Langston is a poor community. ·That much is apparent from the 

mate rial presented in th ~ preced:ng chapter. It now becomes pertinent 
to examine more in de tail the economic organization of Langston and 
to d iscuss t]1c economic "way of life" of the people of the community. 

Accord'ing to the assessor's records, there are 2,968 lots in Lang­
ston, on which the re are 244 improvements. The highest evaluated im­
provement on any lot is $1800.00, the lowest $10.00. The value of 
these lots is $18,G36.00. The value of lots, virtually in Langston, but 
not within its corporate limits, is $1,858, making a total value of 
$20,494.00. The value of improvements and lots within the corporate 
limits of the community is $62,1.55.00; in the unincorporated section, 
$2,168.00, making a total value of lots and improvements of $64,323.00. 
The figures for improvements are open to question because it is a fact 
that many improvements on lots are never reported. Moreover, many 
,·c:purted improve ments have later burned or deteriorated to the point 
where they have no value. Most of the "best" homes of Langston are 

valued at less than $500.00 and all of t r oJest"' ~nes at less t j an 
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$100.00. Numerous houses have a reported valuation of about $15.00. 
Some index of living conditions may be obtained from a considera­

tion of information obtained by Dr. M. F. Spaulding in 1942.3 He 
found that 91.1 per cent of the group he questioned had outdoor toilets; 
only 15.8 per cent had shrubbery around their homes; 5.2 per cent had 
telephones; 13.l per cent had refrigerators. On the other hand, how­
ever, 66 per cent had their homes screened; 58 per cent had sewing ma­
chines; 44.7 per cent had radios; and 71 per cent had poultry. 

Another index of the poverty of the community is the low town 
revenue and budget. There is little revenue from real property taxa­
tion since most owners claim tax immunity under the homestead ex­
emption laws. Revenues for town expenses for 1942, as reported to the 
county clerk, were as follows: Occupation tax, $165.75; police fines, 
$5.00; inspection and examining fees, $'21.00; vendor machines, $40.00; • 
and cemetery burial, $3.00, making a total of $234.75. 

The above figures may not give an accurate picture of the revenues 
collected for Langston because the town officers have not appeared 
willing to report and discuss finances freely with the county officers! 
For example, according to the records of the County Clerk, Langston is 
the only incorporated village in the county which does not register its 
street and alley cash funds from the State Highway Department with 
the County. Consequently the County Clerk has no way of checking 
with Langston as to finances except through the Country Treasurer. 
Failure to register with the Clerk is not illegal but it is certainly poor 
business since he (the Clerk) must recommend the town budget to the 
Excise· Board. The budget which the Clerk recommends is submitted by 
the town clerk or mayor, is supplementary to the list of revenues re­
ported above, and is based largely on the amount of money collected 
from taxation for the community. 

By way of illustration, the Langston Board of Trustees estimated 
its needs at $818.50 for 1942, and the County Excise Board approved a 
budget of $554.20. It can thus be readily understood that town ex­
penses are exceptionally low since, out of the budget, must come sal­
aries of town officers and general governmental expenses including 
street, cemetery, and court upkeep. 

The same low revenue pattern which prevails in the local govern­
ment prevails among individuals of the community. The average 
monthly income for 17 families reporting an income of the 38 studied 
by Mr. Spaulding, was $44.81, and for the 38 families was 0.6621.i cents 
a day. He found that the earning power was proportional to the edu­
cation received. Thus for grammar grades, high school, and college. 
respectively, the average was $27.33, $40.00, and $92.71 per month. 

There are 10 businesses in Langston and these are somewhat scat­
tered. There is, for instance, no main street where all of the business 
places are clustered, giving the village, in that spot at least, the ap­
pearance of a town or city. The lar,gest business is a store carrying 
groceries and general merchandise owned by Mr. I. S. Scott, sometimes 
called Campus Grocery. This store is eight years old and is fairly 

3. M . F. -Spaulding. A Survey Study or Uvtog Condlllon~ 3 Fam,llle·. s In t.he 
eorporated Village ot Langston, OklAhoma. Unpubltllb.1: ,U:,~• t ty ltreun. 
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modern, having electricity, and large enough to accommodate the mer­
chandise which is for sale. Mr. Scott employs three persons regularly 

The only other relatively large-scale business man is Mr. Charles 
Meeks who owns a grocery and general store and the Collegian Club. 
The grocery store has two regular employees but generally there are 
four people clerking. It is electrically lighted but could be larger for 
the amount of salable goods usuaJly on hand. In neither Scott's nor 
Meek's stores, are the ventilation facilities adequate or the decorations 
attractive according to urban standards. 

The Collegian Club is a beer garden which is in fairly good con­
dition. There are four rooms, six tables, two booths, and a bar. Beer, 
carbonated drinks, hamburgers, barbecue, candy, and cigarettes are 
sold. There is a vendor in the front room. It is electricaJly lighted in­
side and out-the neon outside sign being visi.ble from most parts of 
the town. The furniture is in fair condition, ventilation is better than 
in any other business place and decorations, consisting of a bar display 
of drinks, are attractive. The function of the CoJlegian Club is to pro­
mote entertainment for college students but its patronage is by no 
means confined to students. 

The remainder of the business enterprises of the community are of 
a lesser and more marginal calibre. Usually they are inadequately 
housed, equipped, and stocked. The two barber shops and the beauty 
shop are well patronized and the owner-operators do excellent hair 
work. They are patronized by the college people as well as the resi­
dents of the village. Then there are the small eating places, a pressing 
shop, et cetera, none of which compare favorably with the "better" en­
terprises as is generally understood in the average college community. 

In general, the business men of Langston make a "living" and this 
is dependent in part upon the support of both the university faculty and 
student body and the neighboring farmers. One of the proprietors 
speaks in a bitter vein of the fact that Negroes "just won't trade with 
Negroes," but that they prefer "to spend their money with Whites." 

Most of the old settlers assert that the business of the community 
has "run down" in recent years. In 1905, for example, the Negroes 
owned a cotton gin but the problem of getting water was too large to 
maintain it. I t cost $800.0-0 just to haul water for the gin the first year 
of its existence, $600.000 the second year, and so in a few years, it 
failed. 

In the early years also, according to the older residents, there were 
two drugstores, several physicians and lawyers at various periods, and 
numerous business establishments. As one business man expresses it, 
"The people used to be more enterprising because it was run under a 
better system." When questioned as to what he had in mind he was 
vague but finally suggested that everyone used to pay a poll tax but 
that they did not now, to his knowledge. On the other hand, as an 
offset to the more prosperous, earlier years, several old settlers allege 
that some of the town organizers wrote "fake" warrants in the amount 
of $20,000, using the local government and the school district for that 
purpose. Most of the participants in this plot left and the people who 
remained had to pay for these warrants, a task which was not accom­
plished until 1915. I J J 
18 LANGSTON UNIVERSITY kuL1 ET1~ j

1 t~1 
U N V E A S Ty 



Whatever the reasons, it is certainly a fact that there are no pro­
fessional men, save teachers and ministers, in Langston at present, and 
there are few successful businesses. The majority of the people who 
work are laborers, haulers, janitors, carpenters, housekeepers, and 
clerks in the small establishments. 

Farming in the community is not large-scale and is confined, for 
the most part, to gardening. Of the 38 families studied by Mr. Spauld­
ing, three owned farms. Two of these three were teachers and one 
was a trucker. Thirty-seven had planted gardens the previous year 
(1941). Thus all of that particular group considered gardens valuable 
but the problem lay in increasing the quantity of material canned from 
the gardens, and improving and enlarging storage facilities for canned 
goods. Twenty-seven of t he 38 families had poultry, fourteen produc­
ing enough poultry and eggs for family use, eleven producing enough 
to sell. Eight families had cows, horses, o r goats; four had cows only; 
six had hogs. 

From what has been said it is apparent t hat Langston has no real 
economic base. The residents are aware of this and also of the general 
poverty and economic instability of the community. The dirt streets, 
lack of fire-fighting equipment, and lack of other modern conveniences 
are constant irritants and reminders that the vllage is deterio1·ating 
economically, or at least that it has not fulfilled the promise of its 
earlier years. 

Many of the residents had hoped that the oil boom of the early 
1930s would bring prosperity to Langston. Elaborate planning was 
done and the Board of Trustees passed ordinances regulating the drill­
ing of wells, safeguarding property, providing for bonds, etc. In time, 
however, the whole project collapsed for reasons which have remained 
obscure to the writers in spite of repeated efforts to understand what 
actually happened. Some of the old settlers indict the members of the 
local council and claim that they squandered the money that was re­
ceived. One of the older informants declared that there was "too much 
self in the program- not eno-ugh collectiveness." It seems to be a 
majority opinion that most of the people who were involved lost money 
and that the community achieved no semblance of security from the 
oil flurry. 

More recently there has been an organized attempt to conserve 
some of the small amount of money in circulation through the Lan11:-
11ton Federal Credit Union. This o!'ganization was started April 7, 
1941, with a membership of 40 and a share balance of about $50.00. 
The membership numbers 80 persons at present with a share balance of 
$1,020.00. About 51 loans have been granted amounting to $1,600.00. 
The Union has not been forced to "charge off" any loans to date. There 
are now outstanding loans in the sum of about $230.00. Thirty-two 
bonds have been sold, amounting to $1,800.00. This year (1943) a 1 
per cent dividend was declared. The largest share holders in the Union 
are college faculty members but most of the members are community 
folk. 

In the opinion of several of the leaders of the Credit Union it will, 
if successful, fulfill divers functions. First ~I¼ pt ... p1 provite--a J 
substantial business for the community. S~cordly, ,it w~, serve as a 
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common ground of economic interest to the townspeople and the college 
faculty members. Then it will not only offer a safe depositing place 
for surplus cash but it will keep available money for immediate loans so 
that those who are in other businesses or who need cash can get it with­
out "red tape" or heavy interest rates. Finally, the leaders hope that 
it will convince the discouraged members of the community that Ne­
Kroes are capable of saving and manipulating their own money. 

The general information presented in this chapter is an index to 
~he economic instability of Langston. The implications of general com• 
munity poverty for family insecurity and disorganization are strong 
indeed and can be more thoroughly comprehended by a consider ation 
of its discussion in the following chapter. 

Family Organization 
The preceding chapter has revealed some general information on 

economic conditions in Langston but it did not thoroughly disclose the 
manifestations of those conditions in family life. The present chapter 
attempts to point out several pertinent factors concerning the Langston 
family and to emphasize its low socio-economic status as a reflection 
of the Jack of an economic base of the community. 

The data which is presented in this connection is taken from a 1941 
study of 100 Langston families by the Social Science Department of 
Langston University. The investigators deliberately selected families 
who were not diTectly connected with the college, hence the information 
is actually representative of families of the community proper. When 
it is recalled that the total population of Langston is only 514, it is 
apparent tl,at 100 families are a large sampling. The questionnaire 
method was used for the investigation. 

I t is important to note that Langston was founded as a "family" 
communi ty. The scouting and advertising were done in terms of the 
desirability of the site for family settlement. There were no attrac­
tions to entice th!) adventurer, the prospector, or other unattached 
individuals. Thus it was that people generally moved here in family 
uni ts. So strong, in fact, has been the family sentiment that common­
law marriage has never been approved, and has been the exception 
rather than the rule. From all of this it may be concluded that the 
Langston family of the early years was characterized by organization, 
as dis tinguished from disorganization. 

The average size of the 100 families is 3.3 per cent. Four fami­
lies have 10 children, the largest number for any family, while 26 fami­
lies are childless. A significant index of the present state of family 
disorganization is revealed in the fact that 50 per cent of the fathers 
are separated from their families. These separations have been occa­
sioned variously by desertion, divorce, away working, and death. The 
only two "separated' mothers are deceased. The irresponsibility of 
Negro fathers among lower economic classes in rural communities and 
the con1plementar~• stability of mothers has been stressed elsewhere.4 

◄. Charles s. Johnson. Growing Up In the Black B elt. r Ame,lcln "Coµ ·· .. 1
1
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Forty-two per cent of the 100 families own their homes and 58 per 
cent are renting, paying on the average less than $3.00 per month. 
Most of the owned homes are in such condition that they would bring 
about the same if they were rented. Average evaluation of the owned 
homes is slightly less than $250.000 and the majority of them are mort­
gaged. 

The average number of rooms per family of all of the homes is 
3.02 per cent. Ten per cent are two-room units. Only .JO per cent of 
the houses are painted but most of these are in need of a fresh coat. 
Less than 10 per cent are ''well~kept," having t rees, shrubbery, etc. 
Fifty-two per cent of the homes lack screened windows and doors. 

A major index of low economic family status involves the fact that 
92 per cent of these homes do not have running wate r. Seventy-four 
per cent of the families use water from shallow wells; 12 per cent from 
cisterns; 4 per cent from springs ;and 2 per cent reported that a creek 
was the chief source of their water supply. The investiga tors reported 
that the water supply of at least 52 per cent of the families seemed un­
safe for drinking purposes. Ninety-four per cent have outside privies, 
the majority of which are of the most crude and primitive type. It 
follows, of course, that few of the families invest igated have inside 
baths and flush toilets. 

None of the homes have central heat ing facil ities and 56 per cent 
of them were reported to be inadequately heated. Wood is the prin­
cipal source of heat for 78 per cent of the families while 8 per cent are 
served by natural gas for heating and cooking. There are other heat­
ing problems, s uch as defect ive stoves and flues, too few stoves. over­
heating small rooms and underheating large ones, al l of them me rging 
into -problems of health and safely. 

Every family studied lives in a house which needs some 111ajor 
repairs. Several are entirely dilap:dated with leaky roofs, cracks in 
walls, and holes in floors. A few families are living in abandoned 
stores and churches. There are no available figures from the ques­
tionnaire concerning lighting facilities, but it is known t hat the ma­
jority of the homes a!e lighted by ke rosene lamps. This has important 
implications for health, including eye strain for children as well ag 
adults. It serves to further illustrate, of course, the lo\\" economic 
status of the families investigated. 

Only 22 per cent of the heads of the families are gainfully em­
ployed and 12 per cent of this number are self-employed (farmers), 
while the other 10 per cent are employed in the local businesses at a 
low weekly wage. (In one case the wage was $2.00 per week). 

Thirty-six per cent of the 100 families are eithe r unemployed or 
work at odd (usually seasonal such as cotton picking) jobs. In four of 
these 36 families, the head is unemployable. The principal source of 
income for 42 per cent of the families is public relief. Several heads 
here are likewise unemployable. A few families are 1·eceiving old age 
assistance and two have a pension for blindness. The average monthly 
income for these 42 families is less than $2!i.OO. J eveJ y per cen.L of J 
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the 100 families investigated are known to either a public or private 
charitable organization though only 42 cases are active.5 

There is small expectancy that many of the families investigated 
will become gainfully employed either in Langston or elsewhere, be­
cause in 82 families, neither mother or father have had any occupa­
tional training. Thirty-six pel' cent of the family heads are illiterate 
- that is, either unable to read and write, or such members as can read 
and write knowing only simple, bare, rudiments . Consequently, even if 
some of these disadvantaged families b2come restless enough to have 
an opportunity to change locations, those who find work are most likely 
to be placed in the ranks of unskilled labor. Necessarily then, and 
almost definitely, they will remain economically insecure and inarticu­
late. 

Few of the families investigated own goods which are often classed 
a s "luxuries." There are 22 automobiles among them, most of which 
are broken down, obsolete, and constantly in need of attention to keep 
going. Thirty-two per cent 1·eport radios, 8 per cent have pianos, 10 
per cent sewing machines, 6 per cent bath tubs, and 2 per cent have 
washing machines. In this connection overlapping is strong, for 
there are several families who own automobiles, sewing machines, ra­
dios, and bath tubs. Generally speaking, those who have bath tubs have 
also most of t he other luxuries. That still leaves an overwhelming 
majority without any of these luxury goods. 

According to current bourgeo;s standards, newspapers are neces­
sities rather than luxuries. Among the families in this study, however, 
it was found that only 22 per cent are subscribers to papers. The 
Guthrie Leader, a daily, and an Oklahoma City paper, The Daily Okla­
homan, are most popular w;th them, while a few subscribe to The Black 
Dispatch, an Old ahoma City Negro weekly. Twelve per cent of the 
famil!cs subs-c1 .-be to magazines of national circulation and these are 
generally farm periodicals. Such a situation naturally makes for pro­
vincialism, lack of social understanding, and social and psychological 
i3olation. It helps to expbin the resistance to social change to which 

.C' h::is been previou~ly made. 
In view of the c!rcumsta1: c~s described above, a question arises as 

t:l wh::it interests, hobbies, a:~d leis:.ire time activities the members of 
these fam ilies enjoy. Fifty-s ix of the families reported some type of 
hobby, or leisure time activity. In the absence of formal, organi_zed and 
commercial recreational facilities, most of them engage in talking and 
rxchanging news ::it the general store, the barber shop, the beer tavern 
or the beauty par lor. They go to church and they patronize the bi­
weekly movie offered by the college. Other activities listed were sing­
ing, listening to music, playing cards, attending meetings and playing 
with children. Slightly over half of the families have members who 
belong to organizations, especially fraternal orders and local clubs. 
Although 28 per cent of the families have some reading matter at home, 
reading was not listed as a hob<by or leisure time activity by any of 
them and few expressed any interest in reading the material which is 
available to them. 

~- As o( 194,t. when th1? study was rnade. A cursory eurrent ~urvcy reveals that 
erty Is s1111 the chief characteristic of th•se fall)III,---.. J 
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As has been suggested earlier in this chapter, a number of factors 
mitigate against the good health of the families of the study. The mor­
bidity rate bears out this suggestion. Fifty-four per cent of the fami­
lies reported at least one major illness during the year and among 
most of these there were several. Only 15 families reported no illness 
during the past twelve months. Of those families reporting at least 
one major illness, 66 per cent listed patent medicines as the chief meth­
od of treating illness, and less than half of those families reported the 
use of a physician. 

Some few who are patent medicine users also occasionally engage 
the services of an herb doctor and a mid-wife. The most common 
ch.ldren's diseases among the families are throat infections, common 
colds, and communicable diseases usually associated with childhood 
such as measles, mumps, etc. Adults are afflicted most by respiratory 
diseases, especiaHy pneumonia, bronchitis, tuberculosis, and influenza. 
None of these families reported having the services of a dentist or a 
specialist. 

While there were no objective criteria employed in the study to 
adequately evaluate these families, there was a more or Jes.;; subjective 
evaluation made after the data was gathered. Sixty-two per cent of 
them are rated as being in fair condition, but in need of assistance and 
rehabilitation; 8 per cent are rated as average in terms of the general 
standards of the area- not in need of assistance; and 6 per cent are 
rated above average. 

Local Government 
This chapter attempts to cover, from an historical perspective, the 

chief phases of municipal government, emphasizing specifically the 
character of governmental personnel, sources of government revenue, 
and the major governmental functions. Sources of data for the infor­
mation presented include the community ord.nance records, justice of 
the peace record books, city council records, and conversations with 
residents of the community who have been interested in civic affairs 
for many years. 

The ordinance books of Langston, most of which have been pre­
served, disclose a definite continuity of local governmental policy from 
the inauguration of the government in 1891 to the present time. The 
central governing body has always been the City Council, more often 
called the Board of Trustees in earlier years. The original governing 
personnel consisted of a Board of Trustees, a Town Clerk, standing 
committees which were to be appointed by the Board, a Town Marshal, 
who appointed one or more deputies to serve under him, a Justice of the 
Peace, a Town Treasurer, and a Town Attorney. Those are, in general, 
the designations of the officers who serve the community today. 

Elections have always been held in the spring of the year, in the 
ea1 ly years by convention. In its formative years the town was ap­
parently dominated by a minority of citizens, for it is recorded in the 
Council Records of 1893 that the Treasurer was elected by a rising vote 
of 40 to 9. Voting ,by secret ballot had, however, been introduced by 
1897. Nevertheless, elections have never be n he! in t't ·let aeeord J 
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with county regulations and this is, even now, a retarding factor wtien 
the community aspires to transact municipal business such as bond 
floating, which requires county cooperation. 

Local governmental positions are, for the most part, nominally 
paid, as they have been since 1891. For example, the first Treasurer 
received .50 per year, payable quarterly. At that time the Town Clerk 
was allowed $20.00 per month salary and the Attorney, $30.00 monthly. 
As early as 1893, however, salaries of virtually all of the town officers 
were changed to "a just and equitable" sum, to be determined by the 
Board of Trustees. It was also stipulated in the same year that mem­
bers of the Council (or Trustee Board) would receive "such compensa­
tion as shall be reasonable, just and equitable." 

There were two exceptions to the "just and equitable" policy of 
payment of salaries. The Marshal was to receive one-fourth of the 
proceeds from occupation, and other taxes in payment for his service 
to the community. The Justice of the Peace was to receive his fees 
from "costs" in the cases which he adjudicated. There are reasons to 
believe that these fees were small in the early years. The occupation 
and other taxes were the subject of much confusion and controversy, 
constantly altered, evidently in response to economic conditions. The 
earliest available records of the Justice of Peace ·began in 1926 and 
only one case is recorded for that year and one for 1927. In neither 
instance was the fine of the defendants more than $10.00. 

Apparently, the "just and equitable" payment of salaries was not 
satisfactory for in 1896 most of the town officials were allotted a defi­
nite amount. Members of the Trustee Board were to receice .50 each 
per year. The Treasurer was allowed $1.00 per month; the City Clerk 
$2.00 per month plus additional fees for malJcing certified copies of any 
public records, and dog taxes issued by him, when such fees were paid 
by the individual owning them. Salaries were to be paid from the 
general expense fund, collected from occupation and other taxes. In 
the meantime, in 1894 a special tax had been laid on dram shops and 
saloon operators amounting to $42.50 every three months in advance. 

Salaries fluctuated continually, usually at a relatively low level, 
during the years before statehood (1907). After that time the ordi­
nance records made no further reference to them. 

Aside from the saloon tax above mentioned (which was cut off 
when Oklahoma became a "dry state" in 1907) town revenues have 
been derived from other taxes including occupation, poll, dog license, 
and peddlers, and from fines. Occupation taxes were the center of 
much confusion in the years before 1910, since which time the records 
do not refer to them. These taxes ranged from .50 per month to $1.00 
and covered all businesses as well as professional offices. 

In 1892 a poll tax ordinance of $1.00 per year was passed, to be 
levied upon each male, able~bodied resident of Langston over 21 and 
under 50 years of age. In regard to poll tax an old settler who moved 
to the community in 1892 said, "Them poll truces sure made a man feel 
like he -belonged to the town. I don't never hear nothing a·bout them 
no more but I don't believe any man minded paying 'em." That, of 
course, is merely an isolated expression of opiniop and cannot be tak n 
as representative of collective sentiment. everal ofh r old settle s, 
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however, "wondered" what had become of the poll tax. 
Theoretically. fines have served as a source of revenue for Lang­

ston since its founding. Actu;i.lly, however, according to the testimony 
of old settlers, few fines were imposed or collected unt:I some time after 
statehood when bootleggers and reckless drivers became numel'Ous. 
Thus in 1919 a fine of 5 to 25 dollars and costs was provided for driving 
through the streets of Langston in an automobile without lights turned 
on at night. 

In connection with fines, two emergency ordinai:ces were passed 
\\'hich appear to have some significance. In 1926 a law was enacted 
against "selling, bartering, or g iving away" intoxicating drinks and 
fixing a fine for violation of this law at 10 to 25 dollars. Apparently 
Langston was experiencing a similar "bootlegging" wave to that which 
was then sweeping the country. In 1937 an emergency ordinance was 
passed providing a fine of 1 to 10 dollars for persons, firms, or corpora­
tions building within the town without a permit. At t he same time the 
office of Building Superintendent was created. The same year an 
ordinance was passed which required a building permit for all re­
modeling over $25.00. The records do not reveal why the building or­
dinance was an emergency measure, nor have the writers been able to 
ascertain the reason by question'ng the residents of the community. 

There have been several criminal codes for Langston, each suc­
ceeding one hardly more than a repli<:a of the code of 1891, which deals 
largely with prostitution and gambling. Ten of the 14 sect:ons t o the 
criminal code concentrate on these two phases of crime. Others pro­
hibit the discharging of firearms within the town limits, nudity, inde­
cent dress or behavior in public, and the disturbance of the peace by an 
intoxicated person. Fines ranged from 2 to 10 dollars in the early 
yt'ars. 

ln 18!:!3 the crime of assault and battery was added to the code 
\\'ith a penalty of a fine of $2.50 to 50 dollars or imprisonment in 
the city prison of not more than ten days. The maximum prison sen­
tence of ten days appears to be evidentiary that the assault and bat­
tery cases which had thus far arisen were of a comparatively mild 
character. I t could have been, however, that certain circumstances 
mitigated against the expediency of lengthy jail terms, such as, for 
instance, lack of a regular prison guard, etc. In 1906 the crime of 
larceny was added to the criminal code. Punishment was fixed at $2.50 
to $50, imprisonment of ten to thirty days, or both. 

There are only three ordinances which appear to have as their pur­
pose the protection of juveniles from delinquency. As early as 1892 it 
was a misdemeanor to sell weapons to a minor. Before statehood 
saloon keepers were prohibited from selling alcoholic drinks to minors. 
In 1906 it was made unlawful for minors under 1'G to be found loitering 
about the streets or business establishments after 10 p. m. unless they 
\\'e re on an e rrand for a parent or guardian. The records of the Council, 
however, show that there was quite some apprehension over juvenile 
delinquency, especially during the years of 1914 and 1915. In 1914 a 
truant officer was appointed in an effort to combat trespassing, steal-
ing, and other infractions of the laws by minr . he.ret s r'io ev·denceJ 
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which reveals how long this office continued or whether the attempt to 
curb delinquency met with any success. 

The local government has from the start, been :nterested in pass­
ing protective health statutes for the benefit of its residents. An ordi­
nance of 1892 asserted that anything working disparagement to the 
morals or health of the city was a nuisance and sat a fine of $1 to $10 
for failure to remove same or cause of sama upon due notification. In 
the same year it was made unlawful to "thro\\" or cause to ba thrown" 
ashes in any street or alley. Likewise an emer6ency ordinance was 
enacted prohibiting the hauling away of water from the city wells in 
use or any to be thereafter constructed. 

A number of other regulations having signific:int implications for 
the welfare of the people of the community were passed in 1892. 
Horses, mules, and swine were prohibited from running at large in the 
city. The Council passed a resolution instructing the town marshal to 
notify citizens that they must clean their houses. A Dr. Allison was 
appointed as a health officer. The Council issued $1,000.00 in warrants 
for building a town prison, digging a town well, and working on the 
town cemetery. It appears that at this time the dead were being buried 
in private lots, alleys and streets. In 1901 a smallpox epidemic invaded 
the community and an emergency ordinance was passed authorizing the 
marshal to ascertain where cases were housed and to instruct the phy­
sician to call, make a diagnosis, and quarantine such houses. 

During 1911, 1912, 1913, health and sanitary conditions were the 
subject of frequent d:scussions in Council me~ting3. In 1911 the Coun­
cil decided to enforce the digging of vaults for outhouses. In 1919 it 
made a decision that all toilets and alleys must be made sanitary, but 
the records do not reveal what, if any action was taken in that r~gard. 
In 1912, also, the Council orde? ed that a drinking cup b::i left at the city 
weU, inferring that previously res:dents had drunk from the well 
bucket. In 1912, the question of removing rubbish from alleys was dis­
cussed at length but no ordinance appears as a result of such discussion. 

Such discussion and regulations have continued intermittently up 
to the present time, perhaps with an ever lessening intensity. ln April, 
1940, pur-suant to an order by the Council, the community observed a 
general Health Week, during which a truck was hired and the com­
munity trash was cleaned up and hauled away. It is not an exaggera­
tion to declare that the Council has shown a more consistent and con­
structive interest in health and sanitary conditions than in most phases 
of community betterment. 

The records are meager on the sub;ect of public utilities until 
comparatively recent years. There is a notation in the Council records 
of 1908 of a decision to purchase two street lamps. In 1912 the body 
discussed the desirability of a telephone company. Bzginning with 
1927, however, when the Council had a "call" meeting of the citizens to 
ascertain their disposition on the question of water and gas for the 
community, there has been quite some consideration of these prob­
lems. In 1930, the. Council drew up a petition asking for a gas fran­
chise, same to be voted on ,by the citizens. 

In September, 1935, a proposal was made at a Council meeting to 
apply for a loan for water works. An enginle!'-WaJ ap, oi ted trakeJ 
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estimates and the mayor and clerk of Langston were authorized to 
make the necessary negotiations with the P. W. A. In 1937 the Coun­
cil discussed bonds for water works, but the town attorney advised de­
lay. In 1938 a contract for a sewer and water project was approved but 
it was cancelled the following year . 

In this connection one or the "progressive" men of the town makes 
the following expressions : 

The town really does not ha\·e the "base" for any mun:cipal 
improvement such as streets, water, sewahe, fire department, etc. 
Langston has a budget ot' about $550 per ywr. Lighting the town 
costs over ~250 and after officials are pa1<1 for their s~rv1ces ~h<.>r,• 
isn't any money left. The homestead exempt.on on property k2eps 
the tax extremely low .. . you can't have a fire depa1tment or 
sewer system without water. Our streets cannot be graded be­
cause the gas pipes were laid almost on top oi the ground. 

In general, it might be concluded that the government of Langsto11 
has developed by trial and error until it is peculiarly local in its pres­
ent pattern. Legislation has been enacted most of the time in response 
to specific needs. This has, from a short time view, been ad.,,antageous, 
in that the governmental machinery has been adequate to survive all 
local crises and still maintain its dominant position in the institutional 
life of the town. On the other hand, however, too much emphasis on 
immediate situations has tended to obscure the basic need of the com­
munity to become thoroughly integrated in the county set up. Lang­
ston has been thereby somewhat isolated from participation in the 
benefits which it might have received from eounty cooperation. 

Education 
Education in Langston is confined to the instruction offered by the 

community elementary school and by Langston University. The former 
is supported by Logan County and the latter is, of course, the state 
college for Negroes. The major problems of education involve: (1) the 
inadequate phys:cal plant of the public school; (2) resistance of the 
community school to the cooperation of the college; (3) failure of the 
public school staff to keep accurate records of pupils; (4) laok of ade­
quate supervisory service for the public school; (5) and lack of en­
forcement, by the public school of attendance regulations and related 
rules which concern juvenile delinquency. All of these matters are a 
reflection of the poor county setting described in Chapter II. 

On the other hand, however, there are several favorable factors 
connected with the educational organization of Langston. (1) Educa­
tion is recognized as an important social activity. (2) The college high 
school is supplementary to the community school. (3) Medical, dental, 
and nursing services are furnished to the public school pupils. 

It should be emphasized at the outset that the disadvantaged 
position of the Langston child in regard to educational opportunities is, 
in a broad sense, simply a part of the educational pattern of the South. 
For example, in a study by the United States Office of Education of 409 

southern counties, it was disclosed that onl~ Jurni£he .. d as n~h J 
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money per capita for the education of Negro children as for the educa­
tion of Whites. Four of these 12 counties are in Oklahoma.6 

According to the latest available figures of the UJ1ited States 
Office of Education, however, Logan County expends $52.96 for edu­
cation annually per White child and $36.89 per Negro child in the 
county. The amount allowed for Whites is low when compared with 
the national norm. Thus the average white child of Logan County re­
ceives less finan<:ial educational support than the average in the United 
States, while the Negro child receives less suppo. t than the maximum 
offered by the county. Likewise, it should be noted that the average 
length of the school term for the nation is 180 days but for Logan 
County the term is 1()9 days. This situation is basic to the specific 
problems which will now be considered. 

The community school of Langston is located in school district 
number 4070 in Logan County, Antelope Township. From table 13 it 
may be observed that there are 105 persons of elementary school age in 
the community, i.e., between the ages of 5 and 14. The county super­
intendent records 82 pupils enrolled in the school, whereas the school 
records 116 pupils . The difference between 105 and 116 pupils can be 
accounted for by the fact that there are undoubtedly a number of 
children over 14 still in the elementary grades. The discrepancy be­
tween the school records and those of the county superintendent are 
not so easily explained. It is possi·ble, however, that more pupils have 
enrolled since a report was made to the superintendent. The signifi­
cant point is that most children between the ages of 5 and 14 are 
enrolled in school. In fact, the writers could discover only three youth 
under 16 years who were out of school. They consisted of one female 
and two males, who were gainfully employed in the town laundry, and 
war work. 

TABLE XIII 

POPULATION OF LANGSTON BY AGE AN D SEX 

Total Population 

514 

e I ~ I ; I 1 ,. ~ ~ -,- ., ., ! ! 
l *. 1~1~ ~I; ~1;; l 1:q" 

M 12251 21 22! 461 391 20j 311 221 201 271136 
F 12851 21 261 591 461 431-351 281 131 371175 

15101 41 4811051 851 631 661 501 331 641311 

The Langston public school dates back to the founding of the com­
munity in 1891. The building which was constructed at that time is 

still the site of the school. In 1938 the town officials obtained a federal 

subsidy for improving the then dilapidated school structure. The pres­
ent building is frame with native sand stone wings which were con-

t\. Ina. Corinne Brown, Soclo-Economlc Approach "1.o tea--tiojal Pr6);>1 rhs. ,. 
28 LA :-.JGSTON UNIVERSITY BUJ,T,ETJJ\i 

J 11 
U N V E A S Ty 



structed by the Works Progress Administration. I t contains three 
rooms including an assembly hall which is also used for a class room. 
The frame part of the building is in dire need of paint as well as the 
interior. 

School furniture and equipment are discarded pieces from the col­
lege. Blackboards, seats, and desks are arranged without reference to 
the age groups serYed. There is no central heating plant and the gas 
stoves in the corners of the rooms do not furnish adequate heat for the 
winter months. Visitors report that on cold days they have discov­
ered a teacher and her class huddled around the stove trying to keep 
warm. From the appearance of the rooms, janitorial service is negligi­
ble, and the unclean condition is intensified on rainy days by the mud 
which is brought in from the unpaved streets and which settles between 
the cracks of the old wooden floors. The school plant does not have 
flush toilets or running water. The pupils drink water out of a bucket 
from a common drinking cup. The grounds are devoid of landscaping 
and contain very little playground equipment. 

There is no evidence that a school census has ever been taken for 
the community and the public school has no card index file of school­
age children. Records are, in fact, meager, and the only available ones 
are those required by state and county government agencies. 

This merges into the problem of absenteeism and truancy. The 
county superintendent asserts that Langston absenteeism is the highest 
for the entire county. Since there is no truant officer or similar offi­
cial and no school census, the compulsory school attendance law is not 
enforced. It might be suggested, in this connection, that there is not 
an efficient, necessary connection between absenteeism and delinquen­
cy; for it is a fact that numerous pupils are out of school periodically 
for economic reasons, such as cotton picking, lack of clothing, etc. 

The apparent lack of interest on the part of the teachers in record 
keeping, absenteeism and like matters, is understandable when it is 
realized that each teacher has from 35 to 40 pupils. They would not 
be likely to complain of an over-crowded condition because the addi­
tion of another teacher would doubtless result in a reduction of salaries. 
They have, moreover, the task of teaching defectives, for whom no 
special provisions are made, along with the normal children. 

Another unfortunate feature of the school system is that county 
administration and supervision are inadequate. The county superin­
tendent of public instruction visits the school periodically, but more as 
a matter of routine than to advise or consult with the teachers about 
day-to-day problems. The superintendent with the aid of a small staff, 
administers all of the rural schools in the county. The magnitude of 
this assignment detracts, no doubt, from the quality of the supervision. 
Likewise, as has been suggested in another context, the county officials 
accuse Langston officials of being uncooperative; and this has perhaps 
$Orne bearing on the county supervision of the community public school. 

The college maintains a laboratory elementary and high school. All 
of the community adolescents who go to high school attend the univer­
sity school because the town school does not offer hifl'h school inst· - J 
tio~. Very few of the community children atfenci'tJ)e c9:li p:e elemen-
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tary school except, usually, the children of college faculty members. 
There is a rigid separation between these two school systems and all ef­
forts by "progressives,; from the college to integrate and coordinate 
them, have been unavailing. According to information acquired from 
interviews, numerous community residents resent any "meddling" with 
their school by college faculty members. 

From the foregoing it is apparent that the college has not exerted 
t11~ most direct influence on the educational development of the com­
munity. It does, nevertheless make a significant contribution in that 
respect. Regardless of cleavages, many youth who would have stopped 
school upon completing the elementary grades, have continued through 
the facilities offered by Langston University. Vkewise, many of the 
college teachers live in the community, teach in the .Sunday schools, be­
come patrons of the public school or members of the School Board, etc. 
Such individuals as those have inspired and interested the youth as well 
as some adults of the community in higher education. 

It may be, indeed, that the defensiveness of the community against 
the encroachment of the college on its educational prerogatives, goes 
somewhat deeper than animosity toward the university. When it is 
considered that virtually all of the Negro rural schools of the county 
are particularistic in purpose and intent, and that they have been 
known to resist consolidation despite its advantages, the situation 
might be resolved into a "tradition versus innovation" conflict--the 
grim, determined attempt of the village folk to maintain their own 
standards and prestige symbols at any cost. From that viewpoint the 
community attitude regarding college "interference" in its educational 
program would be merely one manifestation of this undel"lying resist­
ance to social change. 

It has been previously asserted that there are some favorable ele­
ments of the Langston public school system. One is that the county 
superintendent has recently (194.'l) succeeded in having the school ac­
credited. This is, of course, an asset because the county will be obli­
gated to maintain it at least at its present standard. There arises an 
inevitable query, however ,of whether county accreditation in the light 
of the many problems which still remain, will preclude necessary atten­
tion and overt steps to rectify the present deficiencies of the school 
system. 

The three public school teachers of the community are specifically 
trained in elementary education, in accordance with state requirements 
for elementary teachers. They are local products, in line with over­
whelming and intensive sentiment in favor of "home town" talent. Two 
of these teachers hold B. S. degrees in elementary education; and the 
third has had three years of college training plus a state life certificate 
for teaching in the Oklahoma public schools. These teachers are well 
integrated in the society of the community and all of them evince con­
scientious interest in the welfare of the student body. 

The public school pupils of Langston receive scientific health at­
tention through the good offices of the State and County Health De­
partments. A health nurse makes regular inspection tours of the 

school, immunizing and vaccinating children igai~s~ comm··.u. nicable-dis-J 
eases. Pre-school as well as school age chi dren j eccive free clinical 
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and hospital care when parents do not have the means to pay for such 
services. There is also regular medical and dental inspection of the 
school children. The tremendous advantage of free health service can 
be realized when it is stressed that: (1) most families of Langston are 
unable to pay for medical and dental attention; and (2) the community 
itself has no dentist, physician, nurse, or drugstore. 

Finally, the commun;t:: schoo' is on~ of the most integrating insti­
tutions of Langston. The people are proud of it and of the fact that 
they have had a public school system since the founding of the town. 
They take pride in the fact that the educational qualifications of their 
teachers are equal to those of teachers in the large towns of the state. 
They use the school for civic meetings and for the transaction of pub­
lic business. It is, to them ,a symbol of their integration in the Ameri­
can culture and a compensation for community disintegration in some 
other respects. Many of the old settlers will declare, "Whatever else 
we have lost, we have always pushed our school forward." 

Patterns o f Association 
There are two specific groups in Langston, each enjoying certain 

prestige and authority according to its own standards, the cleavage 
between them defining the traditional cultural patterns of the entire 
community. The college group is a distinct entity as over against the 
village group. There are of course, all manner of ramifications within 
the groups which determine the scope and extent of stratification, 
attitudes towards newcomers, and social values and sanctions. 

Since the college is by no mean a self-sufficient unit, every t eacher 
is a part of the community during his tenure. There are, however a 
number of teachers who deliberately avoid contact with the community 
whenever possible. They do all shopping and trading in neighboring 
cities, refrain from even friendly relations with community residents 
and, in general, regard themselves as untouched and untouchable by 
anything in Langston which does not directly affect the university. 

On the other hand there is a )!'roup of college teachers which is 
integrated, after a fashion, into the Langston culture. A number of 
the membe1s of this group own or rent property in the community, sup­
port the local churches, buy whenever possible from the village stores, 
and attempt in various ways to make the townspeople feel that they 
"belong." That does not mean that this group of teacher s socializes 
with the community residents in preference to their colleagues. On 
the cont1·ary, most of their association with the real Langstonites 
consists of civic and municipal activity. Such association as they have 
is largely with the avowed and acknowledged leaders of the village. 
This group does have, however, a sort of liaison character between the 
college teachers who are either hostile or indifferent toward the people 
of the town and the most respected town residents. 

The "upper crust" or elite members of the community are so 
designated because they are the leaders, however informal, of the vil­
lage~because all matters affecting the town are thrashed out by them; 
and because the majority of both the townspeople f nd coll~ge group J 
consider them as "set apart" from the masser O'!t co lq hard y, in 
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every sense, consider this group as a social class. Certainly the group 
does not consciously so regard itself, but class lines are nevertheless 
present. 

What are the attributes of members of this community g-roup? 
What are the qualities which set them apart and compel recognition for 
them? The three most important attributes appear to be a protracted 
residence in Langston, relative economic security, and aggressiveness. 
Each member of the "upper" class has at least two of these qualities, 
Mme of them all three. 

The older residents undoubtedly have much in common and they 
have a fierce pride in having helped to found the communit y. Its 
racial homogeneity is especially appealing to them, a fact which they 
are happy to discuss with "outsiders." Probably every old settler of 
Langston has some white "contacts" in nearby communities, but as a 
group they are defensive and suspicious of Whites. Economic security 
in thi,s group generally consists of a fairly "good living," such as own­
ing property and perhaps a business, owning a car and radio, having 
a moderate insurance policy. It is equivalent, perhaps, to the scale of 
living of the average lower-middle class family in a large city, except 
that the city family may not own property. The few "newcomers" (of, 
say, 10 years residence) who have achieved integration into the leader 
group, have not only demonstrated their ability to make a "good living" 
but have also been unusually aggressive. They have thus pushed 
themselves into community affairs in spite of the coolness with which 
the older leaders regard all new arrivals. 

Several social scientists have found that education and light com­
plexions are among the criteria for Negro upper class status. In this 
ethnocentristic group, however, neither of these is an influenial factor. 
The educated members of the group do not patronize the unlettered 
members, nor do the iatter appear to be aware of any significant dif­
ference between themselves and their educated cohorts. Most of the 
members of the group are of brown complexion but the color question 
·s simply non existent. Nor is there any occupational differentiation 
•vithin this group of community leaders. It makes no diffe rence 
,vhether an individual teaches school, runs a business, or does carpen­
tering for a living. He is on par with the other members of the grou1> 
if he has the qualifications enumerated above. 

The "masses" of Langston are inarticulate and indifferent to mat­
ters of civic interest. But for the aggression of the leaders they would 
raise few if any issues. Occasionally some dramatic incident will fire 
the imagination of the bulk of the residents. For instance, when a fire 
occurs, under the spur of the leaders, the people may become aroused 
over the fact that the community has no fire-fighting equipment. This 
is, however, no more than a flare-up or spurt, and it is difficult to main­
tain interest long enough for constructive action. This large lower 
class is usually lethargic and quite willing to be excluded from policy 
making conferences. 

The lower class ( which hardly regards itself as a "class" ) appar­
ently Jacks the inferiority feeling so common with lower class groups, 
in regard to the elite. There are several explanati~ns f~r this state of] 
affairs. First, there is no cohesive group ai no J omn ·o tie o bind 
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these individuals as a class except the negative bond of lacking the 
attri·butes of the leaders. Secondly, the leaders are as democratic in 
their attitudes toward the masses as they are toward one another. 
Very literally, residents of Langston do not " look down" on other resi­
dents. Such an egalitarian philosophy is in line with similar findings 
by the writers in an investigation of social classes in another racially 
homogeneous community, Boley, Oklahoma. 

The masses turn a much "colder shoulder" toward the coll~ge 
teachers than do the leaders. The university faculty members are 
"outsiders" who come in to the community with their emphasis on edu­
cation and larger culture values, challenging the emotional adjustment 
(psychic security) which exi,sts among vil'tually all of the lower class 
members of the Langston community in relation to the elite. The 
upper class, on the other hand, has one specific area of conflict with the 
college. Its adherents appear to think that the school has over­
shadowed the community. As one of them expressed it, "The folks in 
the state used to think of the town of Langston first and the college 
second- now they think of the school first." In spite of this obvious 
point of frustration there is some overlapping and some recognizable 
consensu,s between the town leaders and college teachers, especially 
those who are integrated in community life. 

The largest difference between the college teachers and people of 
the community exists in reference to social standards, values, and 
sanctions. In this connection the people of the community, exclusive 
of teachers of the college, are a unit and form a definite "we" 1troup. 
As such they are antagonistic to all outsiders; and they always con­
sider the faculty members as outsiders, however long may be their 
tenure. The social standards of the college teachers are the well known 
middle class standards of the larger culture. Those of the people of the 
community are of a "folk" nature, hence are in some respects different. 

For instance, a strong bourgeois value centers around the impera­
tiveness of a legal marriage before procreation. Husbandless child­
bearers are stigmatized as well as nameless children. In Langston, how­
ever neither social ostracism nor social condemnation follow child­
bearing without benefit of clergy. In general, members of the upper 
class conform to the bourgeois family patterns, but they do not look 
askance at the folk culture patterns. Neither does deviation from these 
middle class standards disqualify one from admittance to the leader 
group. 

The community sanctions are deviate when compared to the middle 
class norm, but the town has certain prohibitions of its own which it 
rigidly enforces. To illustrate, one informant related the case of a 
woman who was thought to live and cohabit with her husband and 
another man at the same time, in the same house. This, it appears, 
shocked and disgusted a number of the members of the community to 
such an extent that pressure was brought to remove this woman's name 
from the church roll. At the same time she was excluded from several 
social activities in which she would otherwise have been permitted to 
participate. 

In regard thereto, one informant explained, "It just don't ~eem 
right for no one woman to be livin' with two men J th.,e/Jsa·. me time, anJ 
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if folks around there do things that ain't right we let 'em be by them• 
selves till they do right." When queried a·s to whether this informant's 
attitude would have been similar toward a woman living w,tll oae man 
out of wedlock the l'eply was a non commital sh1·ug and a vague, "Well 
that's somethin' else again." 

lt appears that this practice of socially isolating an individual who 
violates the community standards is a punitive measure of some force. 
Most of the residents respect and fear it. It is, however, only employed 
in cases which are considered extreme and diametrically opposed to 
organized community sentiment of what is right and proper. In the 
instance cited the culprit was g reatly frustrated, according to inform­
ants, and exerted every effort to regain the good graces of her towns­
people. 

The folk culture patterns are thus full of paradoxical and incon­
sistent value-judgments but they are the reflections of a relentless pub­
lic opinion. Some of the patterns are of a negative nature but these 
too are truly expressive of community sentiment. In that 1·egard a fit­
ting example is the indifference of virtually all of the community 
residents toward the problems of truancy and juvenile delinquency. It 
is a fact that Langston has no truant officer or similar official with a 
duty toward delinquent youth. Nor is there any collective sentiment 
which offers an incentive for youth to attend school. In other wordR, 
the community exhib:ts a high degree of inertia in regard to forcing 
its youth, through official action or pU'blic opinion to follow the conven­
tional channels of getting an education. 

The people of Langston, through their leaders, are favorably in­
clined toward national Negro organizations, et pec'ally the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. At a:1 N. A. A. 
C. P. meeting attended by the participants in this study, one of the 
outstanding members of the community made a pba for suppJrt of the 
organization. His appeal was based on an interpretation of his own 
which appeared to interest and please his audience. He declared that 
the Constitution of the United States was hard enough to write and 
Negroes were not represented in it: but when this war was over there 
would be a constitution of the world and Negroes had better support 
the N. A. A. C. P. if they wanted to be represented at the table. 

It seemed significant that none of the actual accomplishments of 
the organization were mentioned. Accordingly, after the meeting one 
of the writers approached the individual who had presided and started 
talking about the teacher salary cases which the N. A. A. C. P. was 
conducting with marked success. The response was vague and indif­
ferent and the leader appeared anxious to change the conversation. 
The conclusion was inescapable that his chief interest in the organiza­
tion centered around the fact that it was "for the good of Negroes" 
generally, without reference to specinc cases. 

In connection with the cultural patterns of Langston, the matters 
of religion and religious sentiment deserve some consideration. For 
the religion of any group is an integral part of its culture and religious 
manifestations are often indices to patterns of thought and conduct. 
That is especially true of Langston where prestige in the church is 
closely connected with community prestige, and 1hert the 
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sentiment of the coI/lmunity is concentrated in enforcing the "will of 
the people." 

There are seven chu1ches in Langston, four of which are active, in 
addition to the fact that church sel'vices are held at the college every 
other Sunday. Two of the active churches are Baptist, one is Method­
ist (A. M. E.) and the fourth is a Holiness church. None of the build­
ings are modern and none of the churches are elaborately decorated 
with religio•1s symbols . It is inderstood, however, that the Missiunary 
Baptist church is \\"Ot·king to,vard the construction of a new edifice in 
the near future. At least three of the present group of ministers (in­
cluding th>Q college pastor) ars! trained for their profession. 

One of the chief problems of the church appears to be the inability 
to so integrate itself into the community life that it can aid in solving 
the community problems. According to the evidence of a number of 
informants, the church performed more functions in the community 
before the days of public relief. The Langston residents of today are 
willing and eager to accept the minister as a spiritual leader but they 
do not encourage him to lead in civic matters. 

There is some cleavage between the town churches and the univer­
sity church services. Some of the old settlers assert that the college 
services detract from their Sunday morning services. In this regard 
the writers found little evidence. That is, most of the faithful attend 
their own church each Sunday. It is a fact, however, that there is 
more casual attendance at church in the community on the Sundays 
when no services are held at the college. There are several possible 
explanations for this fact. First the college offers more comfortable 
housing and seating facilities. Then the college speaker is usually a 
faculty member and he draws some of his colleagues and students who 
might otherwise go into the village to church. In any case such feel­
ing as exists against the college services seems to be confined to a few 
of the older people who have other grievances against the institution. 

On the other hand the community church has a liaison character 
in serving as a bond between certain faculty members and community. 
As mentioned earlier in this chapter, there is a university group which 
exerts some influence in the community. Most of the members of this 
group belong to community churches and take an active part in church 
affairs. This constitutes an entree into civic affairs and serves as evi­
dence of their good faith and integration into the community. 

That is not to say that civic leaders are necessarily church men. 
Indeed, it apparently makes little difference whether a civic leader is a 
church member at all if he is a bona fide member of the community. 
But the Langston University teachers are not considered bona fide 
community members unless they have taken some overt steps to in­
gratiate themselves. Those who have so desired have discovered that 
:::ctive participation in church affairs becomes an "open sesame" to 
participation and influence in other community affairs. 

There is no traditional religious sentiment in Langston against 
card playing, gaming, dancing, and such amusements. In fact, one old 
citizen recalls that before statehood a saloon and a church were com­
patibly housed in the same building. There is no evidence that min-

is ters are or have been in the habit of denying; urch ·P··· ... rivileges to J 
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"blacksliders," or forcing the issues of church membership in regard to 
individuals who participate in the amusements aforementioned. The 
present group of ministers is of the '·broad minded" school wh:ch looks 
with tolerance upon most $<>e:al activity which is temperate and "prop­
erly" supervised. None of the present churches m:.ik:! attacks upon the 
amusement parlors where the "good time" people of the town congr~­
gate. One minister suggests that the remedy for undesirable places is 
control rather than abolishment or attempting to abolish. His control 
would consist of offering recreation supervised by the church or some 
other "wholesome" agency, and thus drawing th~ crowd. 

One minister bemoans the all-Negro composition of the population 
of Langston. He expresses the conviction that a mixed community 
makes for better municipal features and services. He is a strong advo­
cate of interracial ministerial alliances. Since this particular indi­
vidual is a newcomer ( relatively) to Langston, it is apparent that he is 
finding it difficult to adjust to a Neg10 town and bases the partial 
failure of his program partly on the fact that the colored p~ople have 
not been exposed to the "more progressive" patterns of mixed com­
munities. 

Thus the Langston patterns of conduct and their supporting sanc­
tions and attitudes are unique and peculiar to the community social 
setting. They have been influenced by : (I) the physical isolation of the 
community; (2) the "we feeling" of the residents, which is very intense 
because of the racially homogenous character of the population; and 
(;J) the presence of "foreigners" (university personnel). The physical 
isolation of Langston forces contact with and dependence on the poor 
farmers and farm laborers in the surrounding area. Such cultural 
interaction retards the development of u:·ban patterns among the resi­
dents of Langston. The "we feeling," above mentioned, strengthens the 
grasp of tradit:onal patterns of culture and is largely responsible for 
thP. constant "defense" against the infiltration of new folkways. 

Basic Trends of Social Change 
Irl a large way the basic trends of the community of Langston have 

been very similar to changes due to technology in most other rural 
non-farm communities in the United States during the past fifty years. 
T-here is little resemblance now to the Langston of the nineties when 
individuals deliberately selected homesites close to other homes fvr 
the purposes of communication, mutual protection, and mutual aid. 
Dur:ng that period people in the community were virtually ex-com­
municado from all but those who lived in their immediate environment. 

The technological factors which have apparently influenced Lang­
sto.: to the greatest degree are transportation and communication. 
There are several circumstances from which conclusions may be drawn 
in this regard. For example, in the days before transportation facili­
ties made general newspaper circulation to the community feasible, th£ 
residents of Langston supported their own paper. This paper, known 
as The Langston Herald, ran for several years until about 1910. It is 
not known to the writers why this paper went o~t oi ; xistence, but jt 
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is a fact that it did so after it became possible for the residents of the 
community to conveniently secure the larger dailies. 

In the early history of the community there were not only many 
more business enterprises than now exist, but a much greater variety 
of businesses. From the sheer necessity of its isolation the communi­
ty was practically self sufficient. Transportation and communication 
facilities, however, gradually detracted attention from local stores and 
directed it toward the more colorful offerings found in the larger com­
munities. At present the business outlook in Langston cannot be de­
scribed with any optimism as was pointed out in chapter three. 

No less than business has the church been influenced by the same 
technological factors. It has been mentioned in another connection 
that 3 of 7 churches in the community are inactive. It appears entirely 
plausible, especially in view of information from old settlers, that in­
creased automobile ownership and Sunday pleasure driving have drawn 
numerous individuals from church attendance to other pursuits. As a 
corollary to ohe decline of interest in the church, it has become less 
potent in exerting influence 0 :1 youth as well as adults . In regard t o 
all of the above considerations, it must be stressed, there is no claim 
that transportation and communication are the only causative factors. 
It is merely suggested that the connection between the disintegrat:on of 
certain community institutions and the simultaneous rise of technology 
has been more than accidental. 

The fact that automobile ownership has become commonplace has 
permitted continual egress and ingress between Langston and neigh­
boring communities. This has in turn widened the horizon and broad­
ened the outlook of most of the members of the younger generation of 
the community. These young people do not share to a great extent 
the psychic security enjoyed by their elders because they live in an all­
Negro community. They are decidedly antagonistic to any sort of 
isolation whatever. 

For that matter the elders themselves have not remained entirely 
uninfluenced by the trend away from isolation. By way of illustration, 
the writers were in attendance at a recent mass meeting in which the 
question of redistricting the community was the chief matter of dis­
cussion. There was practically a unanimous consensus that Langston 
should immediately start holding its elections within the county rules 
so that such situations could be expedited without count~• challenge. 
Likewise, the old settlers have been as gracious in their cooperation 
with the investigators in making this study as have the younger peo­
ple. This is certainly evidence that the antagonism of the community 
residents toward the college faculty members has either been over­
emphasized or it is breaking down. 

Still another factor which is serving to integrate Langston into 
the larger societal pattern, both actually and psychologically, is the 
war. Its reality is made manifest through the selective service which 
takes young men from the various homes. Moreover, there is a con­
stant influx of individuals who take the war training courses at the 
college and many of these individuals become integrated into the life of 
the community during their training periods. In tjn th:rerve as a J 
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link between Langstonites and the outside world. As a result the 
motiff of nationalism beeomes ever stronger. 

From a short time, close-range view, then, it would appear t hat the 
community of Langston has failed in its attempt to develop an ente r­
prising, self-sufficient, all~Negro community. That is indeed a fact for 
the town has none of the earmarks of a community which will grow 
and few inducements to encourage settlement in it. Viewed from the 
larger social setting, however, the founding and attempted develop­
ment of Langston has been a part of the adjustment process of the 
Negro--a training ground, as it were, in making a living, running a 
government, and establishing institutions. At one time Langston was 
a refuge for those Negroes who, as a reaction to the s lavery pedod, 
wanted more complete segregation than even the Southern mixed com­
munity furnished. Today, Langston is inevitably following the basic 
trend of our whole society-toward integration and awa~; from 
particulal"ism. 
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LEGEND FOR MAP 

1. Number of Ne;uol~s in coun:.y: 1930 

r· _:) - Less than 1.00-0 

•""· m - 1.000 4.999 
~ - 5.000 9.999 

IIIIIIIlD - 10.000 19.999 

CJ - 2. A trade nrea 

• -3_ Location of a tt·ad.., center• 

4. Typl' of Ne,::ro coH<"gl.:' in county. 

0 - 4-yenr public colll."gt• 

5. County type: composite symbol 
Ba sic economy: 

I- Farming: cotton 
II- Farmin~: other than cotto.1 

III- Non• rarm economy 

ln<lustrializatlon: 

A-No Industrial diVt·rslftc)llo l 
B-1 nd ust rJa I dlversifica lion 

Urbanization: 

0-No urba:, area in county 
I.- U1<oa11 area (s) or 2.500 • 9,999 
2.- Urban area(s) or 10. 000 - 24.999 
3.- Urban area (s) of 25,000 or morf' 

6. Quartile ranks of count~• < "Hh rererenc • 
to 979 countl•s> on basis or numb•r 
or N~groes In Negro colle~es per 1.000 
N(•~roes age 15-19 in county 

I- First /highest) quartile 
2--Second (next hl~hest) quartll · 
3- Thlrd quartile 
4- Fourth ( IOwt>Sl) quartile 

- County not l'dnkcd bec.au··c !es; 
than 100 Negroes age 15·19 res'.dt'd 
ln cour.ty in 19-30 

f ) Tracie areas from J. Wa'tc•r Thom~• 
son • Population and Its Olstributi :.n. 
New York. Harper 11nrl Broth.•rs • 
~·ourth Edition, 1931. 

Map of Oklahoma showing the distribut.ion of Negroes in th e state. Take n from Ina C. Brown's Socio-Economic Approach 
to Educational Problems. U. S. Office of Education Misc. No. 6 Vol. 1, 1942. 

Observation of the map aids in placing Logan County in perspective as well as locating the areas of heaviest Negro popula­
tRffil It can be noted that 25 coun ties have been typed (only those counties with 5 per cent or more Negro population have been 
typeM. Thus, there are 52 counties in Oklahoma with less than 5 per cent Negro population. Four of the 25 counties typed are 

½ on-fan11 counties, 3 are metropolitan counties and 18 are cotton counties . 

..:~_- .•• Lb,_· •.. .,,,_ ... --:!:he total population of Oklahoma in 1930 was 2,396,040 of \\'hich 172,198 were Negroes. 
;.~~·atil[ns had fal len to 2,336,434, and 168,849 respectively. 

By 1940 the total and Negro popu-

Analysis of the map \\'ill reveal the following: (1) The approximate Negro population for each county, (2) the County T ype 
·which includes the basic economy, the degree of industrialization and urbanization, (3) the quartile rank of each county with ref­
eren4e to t he proportion of its college age youth in college (ranked with 979 southern counties) ; (4 ) the location of state college 
for .Negroes, and (5) the location of trade centers which give some idea of the general direction of communication lines. 
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April 21, 1943 

De.ar Urs • .Ackiss & ...It is ~ 21e~sure to , in~om.~ '!........-
iitl!U£.~1i~ ... s~.~™~~d: !J'-­

!-h• . ~!~~~Oft .!9~,!'~hj,,p@,, .. q{"' tbtt...if"+i~,J •J?,.SAA.'W ,<t ...... 
Fund to receive a grunt ot SeTen hundred f'U't;y <lolle.rs 
t.o' u":iir~ u nr~~rorward o/ouf 'JO~ t l.J- ·~ .. .,.,,,,_.,. 
stud1ea in oooperat.i.cm with f4r . lozell c. Hill. the 
grant cov-ers a 21i1t-11cm\h period. 

Will you ple~se let us know at 
once ~heth.er or not you can accept the fello•3h1p? 
~ rumounoeunt of the Co18flittee's selections will 
soon be 111.8.de, and it can .includ" only those tt-oa whom 
aeceptances h.aTe been received. Similar notif'lcation 
i s , of course, going to Ur. Hill. 

Mrs./ 'l'hel.tla o) ~ !a,p 
Leng1ton Univ3r r.ity 
~ngst.on 
Oklhhoaaa 

Sincere.ly y-ours, 

Mrs. WU.liar.1 c. Haygood 
Actine-Director for 1ello~ships 
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.lpril 21, 1943 

Dear t.ir . Bills I i,_is a 2\!a®.t,2.~ t;,p ... t"m,.l'~~ 
tbat .. ¥QtJ .. wa:tia.~ ~.{l,ll!-~ ..... ~ ,,.. 

~~ttt~-~ ' ••rthe. ,lv.l.J,p.,,J\~ll~P.!4,~t .. 
~ ~ ~1,!$.._1..,U'!l.1.t...of:~ ,:r.,tta,._~!.~ .... ~,:! ty j_.o~ ­
to uslit you 1n carrying torward your col!ltlun1f.7 
stwlles 1n cooperation wi th .Mr s . Thelma D. Ackiss. 
'1be &rant covers a six-aont.h 1>$riod. 

ffl.11 you pleas$ let us know at 
once whetbe-r or not 7ou c~n accept the !ell01tship? 
An a.anouncera'(:nt of the Co~ittee•s selections will 
eoon be made, and it oun inclutl~ only those froo wb.om 
accept.a.noes haTe been received.. Similar notii"icution 
ia, of course, going to Mrs. Ackiss. 

Mr/ 11ozoll C J.Ul,,. 
~ston University 
Langston 
Oklahoaa 

Sincerel y yours, 

Mt-3 . iflllis~ C. Haygood 
Actiui-Director f or P'ello•ehipe 
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tfovember , , 1943 

Dear Mr. Hill, After car3ful consiaeration, 
N have decided t.hat or.e can 

grant y-our ~~t for an .::xtension -~ :,0111:. 1.943 
i"ellowship. · Funasror an additional ~onth' s work 
·in tbe field, in the auount of ~ 50, Yrill be pa.1d 
in Decuber of 1943. 

Your tror.ic see::. to be progress­
ing splend1dl.y, an.ct I WD tll ud that your results 
•ill be u ~e avbllobl e to others thcough ~uLlica­
tion of tbo materi~l iu the scientific journals. 
I .shall be interested in seein!. the f orthcoaing 
articles. I round the bulletin, "Culture or a 
Contemporo.:ry All-llegro Comt1un1ty,• aost informa­
tive. 

I wisb you con tiuued su.ccess 
with your work. 

Sincerely yours, 

I ' 

VHdlLU 
Urs. WilllL c . li~y0 ood 

Actin~-Dir ector for F9llovships 

Mr. iloz-ell C. Rill 
Box l JJ -
Langston University 
Langston, Oklahoma 
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