
Name 

Position 

College 

University 

Piao of Work: 

✓ 
Oliver, Clinton F. (1916) 

Gruaunte Student 

Colle 6e of the City c£ New York, B. A., 1940 

Harvard University, 1940-41 

Negro D 
White Southerner 

l94l 
1942E 

□ 1944E 

Special Field Language and 
Group Literature 

(American Culture) 

1941 Americ~n Civilization. The study of the creative a~d philosophical 
~rprcusions of the Negro in his contriLution to American culture, and as a reflection 
of his attempts to meet problems a.rising out of the ema ci1-ltion, reconstruction, 
uud coutemporury social conditions. At Hurvard Univen,it;,, Division of Americon 
Civilization. Fielc.s of concentration American liter·ature and American socia.l 
end in~ellectual listory. P.nrking f~r Ph.D. 

1942 A study of the Negro novel, covering 100-year period beginning 1840. 

Action of Fellowship Committee: 

Grt. 1 ted ,.1, UCJO 
Ext. 600 
Ext. 500 



9/27/44: Candidate for the Ph.D. in.History of American_Civilizat~on, 
H·., . . ·, :. - . - • • - . . . . . . - ; 

ar:vard University; Assi'stant- in.:..English Department,· 
Harvard'University.· ·1943-44. Assistant Professor of 
English, Tuskegee Institute, Alabama. 
Ba-ell\, ~ -f" , .V 11 ~ / ,. ..) f !3 /~Cu, ,;;/,.,,,I) \ ~ _,,lt,l,.J. A.. 

Cw Pl. 1) Lt ~"'"" I ~ VK,-1'~""- ht, ~ ', 
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CLINTON~. OLIVER, JR. REt.PPOINT..!ENT (.25) 

Gr du~t6 Student on Rosenwald Fund Fellowship 
l!~t -vord University 

English L nguuge ~nd Literature 



-

A 

N ' 31 

CLINTON FORREST OLIVER 

Graduate Student 
Harvard University 

Language & Literature 

C r ' --i;._,f ~.:l!.P f eiww 

µ 114:cJ ~ ~ ___ , e.., + &,. r~ 
J1 ~ 6~.-t ~ 3 ~d. a~t. Cd\" 

'1, <l f;;. ~ d' .,di-·-~-1\41-~~ 
~ ~ .::{)- - )....i"\,\) - -~ ~ ~~t..¥Y, 



1941 Jl! 

-

Name Clinton F. Oliver 

Graduate Student, Harvard University 
is Parker Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Field: English 
Language & Literature 

Plan of Work 
The study of the creative and phllosophical expression of the Negro 

in his contribution to America's culture, and as a renection of his attempts 
to meet problems a.rising out of the Emancipation, Reconstruction, and contemporary 
social conditions. 

Seeks Ph.D. frQlll Harvard. Has been admitted. Probable duration of 
study two years, beginning September, 1941. 

Personal Data Born Wlllces-Barre, Pennsylvania, July, 1916. Single. Age: 24 

Undergraduate Work College of the City of New York, B. A., 1940. 

Graduate Work Harvard University, 1940 -

Experience 

Accomplishments 

References 

Perry Miller, Harvard University 
Kenneth B. ?lurdock, Harvard University 
H. -·o·. H. Hal.VW'Nn, Harvard University 
Theodore Go00lll8Jl, College of City ot Bew York 
William L. 1'mes, St. J'aaes Presbyterian Church, New York 

Sent to Committee 

qr 1 3/3 
1,d ~u..- ['•/ri -

Jl~ --~ P.,,, ./; • L j 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



5 Divinity Hall 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, ~.ass. 

CLINTON F. OLIVER 



1940 DS 
J 

Name Clinton F. Oliver 

41 Divinity Hall (At/ t~ ~., 
Harvard University 1 ({ • 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Plan of Work 

RE.APPOINTMENT Field: English 
Languago & Litecature 

A study of the Negro novel which will oover about a hundred years of Negro 
fiction from the eighteen thirties and forties to the present. 

Wishes to continue at Harvard University for one year beginning in July, 
1943. Doring this period wiahes to work in the libraries at Howe.rd University, Fisk 
Univorsity, Atlanta and Hampton, also the Schomburg Collection in New York Oity. Will 
work toward a Ph.D. degree. 

Personal Data Born Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, July, 1916. 
Single. 

Age: 26 
Released from military 
service. 

Undergraduate Work College of the Oity of New York, A. B. ,- 1940. 

Graduate Work Harvard University, 1940-41, 19/~ to present. 

Experience 

Accomplishments Julius Rosenwald Fund fellowships, Harvurd University, 1941-42, 01000, 
1942-43, $600. 

Mr. Oliver recently received a term appointment as assistant to 
Mr. Harry Levin {oourae on the modern novel),Department of English, 

Harvard University. This is probably the first appointment of the kind to be given by 
the Department of English to a Negro student. 

References 

Mr. Harry Levin, Ha..~d University 
M.r. F. O. Mathiessen, Harvard University 
~u-. Kenneth B. Murdock, Harvard University 

Plan of Work 
Transcripts 

Photograph 
Exhibit Material 

Sent to Committee 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed $1300 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 

i1300 



1942 McK 

Name Clinton Forrest Oliver, Jr. REAPPOINTMENT Field: English 
Language and 
Literature Graduate Student, Harvard University 

5 Divinity Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge 

Plan of Work 
The study of the creative and philosophical expression of the American 

Negro, as it reflects a particular contribution to 1imerican culture, and as a reflection 
of his attempts to rdjust himself to problems arising out of the Emancipation, Reconstruc­
tion, and contemporary social conditions. 

\'iishes to continue work for Ph.D. at Harvard University under Professor 
Perry Miller. Requests grant for 1942-43. 

Personal Data Born Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, July, 1916. Age: 
Single. 

Undergraduate Work College of the City of New York, B. A., 1940. 

Graduate Work Harvard University, 1940-

Experience 

Accomplishments Julius Rosenwald Fund Fellowship, 1941, $1,000. 

References 

Professor Perry Miller, Harvard University 
Dean Paul H. Buck, 11 n 
Professor K. £. Murdock, 11 11 

Rev. \,illiam Lloyd Imes, St. James Presbyterian Church, 
New York City 

Sent to Committee 

Budget Swnmary 

Total AmoWlt Needed $1, 100 
From Applicant 
From FWld ~ 1,100 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



Name Ulinton Yorro~t Oliver 

Cire.t;.u$to l:ltuden-t, !larmrd University 

Field: Lallgueg& ;,in('! 

1ito.ra"ture 

CoDti.Dt iwll 7 J Ha.rvc.rd U.nivt>rai t.y, CM11bridte, P.o6tneb.u;,-ett8 

Plan of Work Ti.:, cuQplu-te 1'>t'irk on thofii:;i for \h.-4 ?h.D., J\.c;er1oo.n 11osro Ll terb.~u:r•i An 
Inter,.;rt.itt.1ve Stuur 1n ~t'll'-e hnO 1004\s. 

Personal Data 

R~<:ue11to p-bnt £or £iv~ mout!us l'itGi-rm1ng in l9,4a. ~1$bca to continue stuo;.i 
under t..htt· SUftilrviaiou of ?rofou~or Per-r) .. UUler at fku;·~urd Univei-tlity; u 
cer~in ~tlnt o .. f reuo.rcii ttt.{..iz:rn to be (jone at tti.e Jt,mi.-G "ol<!on Johnur,,n 
CoUoctJ.on et 1ult· Univemeity Mli at th<1 iil&ero Ccll6ctiov. of Howl.I.rd Univereity 
Librlll':7• 

CrttntP in 194]. OJld 1~4,. 
AppU.ed 1n 19~. 

Born ~ilkoe-BMTo, Fenndyl-vunia,. JuJ.y l'Jl.6 
S1nt!lG 

Age: .)l 
Draft Status: 

Undergraduate Work Col..1.oge o:l the Cit;; o-t Ge-~ York, A • B • ., l.940 

Graduate Work 

Experience 

Accomplishments 

.PubUcatioao 

Soho lar.shipa 

References 

Rood.voe! o t&lll.l ~ppo! l'l~nt a& &Gd:tant tG ttr. Uol"A7 t.e'Yin (cc\lrr:t< cu 
t.he :aodcJ"n novol}; Lopa.rtiBaut o! tngli:sh, lit,rva.ra. Oni vel"si tj', 194.3, 
probe.bl7 the tirr.-t r.,f 1t:.t Jr.ind to br-• ;giveu by the I.epart~ont of ~l.ioh 
t.c a_ Uegro student. 

"B~nr:, J1;~5 ti.a a Soo1cl Cri Uc", Tua Aflt,1.g:·ah il!(!io~, Vol. 7, Su~er 1~47, 

Ju1iue li-01;'"1. .. o.ld f'Wl.d fr.Uc,.=ibis,~, Hnrftrd Univ~rsi t~, 1941-42, tl.OOO, 
l.942-4.3, $600, 1943-44, J,O,~. 

!.ennet.~ B. Uurdock, Barvu.rd lJnlverfJitj' 
Perry &H.llci-, tt 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed $9t,5 
From Applicant ~ 
From Fund tWO 

Sent to Committee AMOUNT GRANTED 
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