
Dr. Davis : ;!~~!2~!1i!1,~ has sho,m an 1musual willin;ness 

t o gi ve freely of his tinw and means t o the develop-

ment of Negro health programs . As you know, Dr. Bous/ fiel d is now 

in school taking a course in statistics . Due to the bank failures 

on the south si de , and the general ciepression in that area, I very 

much ctoubt whether Dr. Bousffield will be able to continue in 

school during the next ~uarter . I am wonderinc i f I may be aut hor -

i zed to suggest t o him t hat he apply to ~r . R. F. for a scholarshi p 

5rant . 
r::1./:,.. 

' l'1 , 
H. L. Ha~r is , J r . 

11/28/ 30 
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January 7, 1051. 

Hy dear Ho.rry : I 0.1.1 \n~i tine to introd·..ic~~ 
o. Bousficln in the hope l:ha t y'otl' 

mey see hi.ri1 wh~ft ilv ±9 h i fQJ¼ York next ~100'{ . 

Dr. Bousfield 1s uedical director 
of the Li berty Life Insurtmco Company, the l~rgest 
o-: the Neero insurance orgB.ni z.stions . he is 'lcti ve 
in numer ous other oadical c.:>nnectlons and hes just 
becoI:1~ a r:wmber o,~ t'-_e newly r0 ... 11ed CorlLli ttee on 
Ne:r,:i Hcul th i.ee}" which 1111~ beon ple cod on 8 yenr :, 
round b·1si.s under ~:1e flUspices o." !Iounrd University 
in cooperation v,ith the U. S. Publ.ic Health Service . 

Dr. Bousfield wishes to become in-
.t'or .. 1cd cor..cernin~ health ,n·~;notional ect.:. vi ties, 
hr.ving in mind t hnt the Iiecr0 insurance companios 
n~v be stloul:lted to LCt,.L ve c:oop.:ir_. tlon both tn con-
junction w-: t h national ?~e~ro Heal th fieel' und in other 
uayo . I sh.)uld ~pprecfo te it verr much i:' ls,:, would 
e.sslst him by a.dvice concerning his plans !lnd b-.r 
~·urnloh.:ng .1i~1 1.d.th nny if_:ont1:1ti0:.1 that :,izht be 
helpful to hin in i'ormin& these. 

I hP-ve given Dr. Bousfield letters 
t0 t:>rnn!c ':lalker, Dr. :.leinsch!:lidt ~nd ?thers 1.t 570 
Seventh Avenue, for national lnfor:nation, but ho ~ents 
very t~11ch t.) see 0 ctutl he9.lth ex:.u:1lnati-)!'l ser vices , 
etc . in Ne~ Y~rk City. I huvo written to Eugene Lyman 
Flsk d::.roctily, but mmt you to arrnngc through some 
nembers ol' your staff t o put Dr. Bousfield in connection 
with people who can talk to him nbout and show him some 
oi' the better health exrunina ti':>n services, other than 
the Life Extension Inotitute. lmything that you can do 
for him will be vez-.r much ~ppreciated. 

Dr. Harry L. Hopkins 
244 r.-ladison Avenue 
New York City 

Sincerely yours , 



J anuary '7, 1951. 

Dear Dr. Walker: I am wri t ing to introduce Dr. 
~ - O. n.)usfiold ~ he hope 

that you may see him when he i s ffflf York next week . 

Dr. B-)u sfiol d i:s :nodica.l d trector 
of the L::. berty Li.fa Inour,.nce C.:;inpa.l'.JY, the l<tr~est of 
the Negr-:.> lnsuranco orE/l.'liznti '.>ns . He is acti vo in 
numerous other medic:tl connect.ions 1:.nd hns just bec::ime 
a meml.ier ot the newly formed Committee on Negr o Henlt h 
Week which ht\$ been plnced on ,i yen·- round b'ls is 
UJldQr t he auspices ot Howard Uni versi t.y in cooperr·.tion 
'i~l th the U. S. Public Horil th 8E>1•vfop . 

Dr . Bousfield w:lsheo t o beco:ne in-
for med c·:mcerning health pr·:>mot ional activities, havi ng 
in i1ind th•,t t he Negro • nsur9nce c.:>mpe.nies may be st ioul a ted 
to active c0operation both ln conj unction with nationnl 
llogro Hct::.lth fiee¥ end in o t her ways .. I should .oppreciate 
it ,,ery much H' y'.'.lu would as~ist hii:n by advice concerning 
hie pl?.n:3 and by "'urtLishin:-,- hi M rith fu-iy l nfor rontion thnt 
might be helpf ul to him in for mine these . 

I have given Dr ,, Dousfield letters 
t o Drs . F'leinschmidt, Crumbine and Snow also nnd a.in 
a sking Hhrry Hopkins t o arrange opportunities for him to 
s ee some heal th exarni"t1r-tion clinics:, etc . while i.n New 
York. 

j Si ncereJLy yours , 

Dr. W F . Wal ker 
i~can Public Health Aasociat i~n 
'370 Seventh Avenue 
Hew York City 

{~ A'f'.S 



J anuary 71 1951. 

Desr Dr. Fisk: I um ~Tit ing to int roduce Dr. M. J . Dous-
f-j el n in the hope t hat you may see hi m wmffi" _;. 

he i s i n Now York noxt week . 

Dr. Bousfield i s medi cal director of the 
Liberty Lif e I nsure.nee Company, the l ar gest of the Negr o 
in~urnnce or gnnizntions . He i s acti ve in numer ous other 
medical connect ions and has just becooe a ~ember of the newly 
f ormed Coriu.iitt eo on Negr~ Honlth Woek which has been placed 
on a year - round basis under t he auspices of Howar d Uni versity 
i n cooper~tion with the U. S. Public Hes.1t h Service . 

Dr. Bousfield vnshes t o boco1le informed 
concerning health promot ional acti vitles, havi ng in mind 
t hat tho Negro insurance companies may be tJtimula.ted t o act i ve 
cooperat ion bot h i n conjunction with nut ional Negr o Heal th 
\7oek filld i n other ways. I should appreciate it very much if 
you would nssist him by advice c Jncerning his plans and by 
furnishing him wit h any inf ormat ion t hat might be helpful t o 
him in formi ng these. 

Dr . Bousfield would also l ike Yery much t o 
have an oppor t unity t o see somet hing of your pr ocedure and 
met hods of health exruninat ion and I should appreci&te any 
court esy that you may show him. 

Wit h cordial regards, 

j 
?.1MD: M.R 

Dr ~ugene Lyman Fisk 
Li f e Ext ension I nst i tute 
25 W. 45rd Street 
New York Ci t y 

Sincerol y your.a , 

M~E~AVIS 



Janunry 7, 1 :331. 

Dear Dr . Kl einschmidt: I ~m writ ing to i~troduce 
.., Dr. __ L~ ,.,~~- in t he 

hopo t J,at you nn:, see hit.:~ he is in· New York next week . 

D:r . Bousl'ield is modicnl director 
-:,f the Liberty Li ~e Insur"nce Company, the l vr gest of t he 
Uo:.,ro inst1rr>.nce vr~'.nizotions . He is r•ct.:i ve i.n mw.erous 
other medical connecti0ns 1nd has just become n member 
of the newly (' 0rmed Co:nmitt e:e jn Uet,ro I ealth Weck which 
has bce:1 pleced on s ye<'-r- round b::isis under the auspices 
of Hotmrd Uni versl t)· in coopero. tfon with the U. S. 
Public Heal th Service. 

Dr . B,Juo "lcld \d:Jhos to become 
in.':'ormed c;:,nccrnil1t,; health ;1romotioncl ,.,ctivi ties, h (1vint,; 
in l:l:nd t~1t the Hogro insur!:ln<'e comp,,nies may be ::t imulated 
t o l!ct.:. vc C'Jopcrnt.:on b:>th :n conjunction \Vi th nat ional 
llegro Healt h Week ~nd in ot lier ways. I should npprecfote 
it very nuch l.:' you :ould "S.3 i:Jt hin by ndvice concerni ng 
hiG plans and 1:r,r .f\l!'n:!.shing him with any i nfor mation t hat 
mi1.,ht be help"'ul -:o hi?;1 !.n :ormine; these. 

Sincerely yours , 

lf7JD:MF. 

Dr. H. E. Kleinschmidt 
Nat ional Tuberculosis Associat ion 
370 Sevent h Avenue 
New York City 

Sar:ie letter to: Dr . Crwnb.ine, American Child Health Assn . 
Dr. Snow, American Soci:=i.l Eygiene Assn. 
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Mond93 J anuary 21, 1931 J~ 
I nterview with Dr~ W'iJIQ.Nif at ffl' office Doctor 

Bousfiel d i s quite pl eas~¥ !41 'at his trip to N".'lw York. 
He f eels that t he contact s wer e most hel pful and that be has a new 
conception of hat organized healt h work is and does . His experiences 
were vecy inter~sting as well as his reactions to t hese experiences . 

Dr. B. is of the opinion that t he. maJor health associations 
a.re entire]3 will ing and r eady to cooperat e with t he Negro Heal th Move-
ment. He i s , hO\rnV'·r, sure tha t t he _ovement is a.t pr esent l acking in 
essent ial driving f orce aod orgunization . 

A meeting is scheduled in Washington f or March 17t h to dr aft 
a plan for future .activi ties . 

Dr. B. is ~ui t e sure that t he National Tubarculosis Association, 
t he J.m~r ican Social Hygiene Association, the Ji.oerican Child Health Asso-
ciation are ~i lling to at t'3!ld a confer ence at t hi s ti _e to assist in pre-
paring a pr ogram. He menti~nqd that Dr . Kleinschmi dt expr essed hi~self 
as wholly out of accord ~i th t he pr~vious policy of the organization 
wher~by conferences had been called to "rubber st,;.~~p" material already 
prepared. B. woul d v~ry much like to see HLH spend a w~ek in Washington 
to assist in the preparation for a c.onfer ~mce on Ltarch 17th. This will, 
of cour se, be formally pr esent ed in his f orthcoming r eport. 

Obj ectives& 1. Formal endors ement of the movement i,V the national. 
organiza tions; and e1achinery for enlis ting the support 
of constituent organizations. 

2. Plans for the develop9ent of a clearing h::>u5e f or N<:!gro 
health mat ter s . 

J . Steps looking toward t he develop.1ent of a Negro Heal th 
I nstitute at Howard Universi'tJ°. 
Bureau of information 
Research staff (largely occani onal) 
Permanent exhibit 



We l eft here on January 7 on t he Liberty Limited end arrived in Washington the 
next morning, Thursday January 8. We proceeded at once to Boward Univ·ersity 
Medical School and had a talk .with Dr Numa Adams , t he Dean. There was nothing 
definitive about t his conversation and Dr Adams, who is Secretary of the 
National Negro Health Movement, seemed to have little or no knowledge as to 
the future of t his work. 

The Committee met at 10:00 o ' clock in t he library- under t he chairman- ship 
of Dr Bowles, all of the Committee being present except Dr Monroe Work of 
Tuskegee. Dr Roscoe Brown was present and President Mordecai Johnson crune in 
shortly after the Committee convened. 

The proceedings of the morning were a distinct disappointment to me because 
t hey were given up entirely to a discussion of the budget about which some 
irregularities had occurred, apparently, because t he Rosenwald Fund had 
appropriated a year ' s grant to cover what the Committee discovered was twenty 
montlis work. 

Dr Williams of t he United St ates Public Health Service, had prepared an 
agenda to which no attention v1as paid until 1 2: 00 o'clock. Upon being re-
quested to read it there was fotmd nothing concerning a plan of action and it, 
too, was a disappointment . No action was t aken on any of t he items t herein. 
The Committee adjourned to meet again t he seventeenth of March, at which time 
it was r equest ed t hat all organizations r epresented in t he Committee would 
present their programs and it would t hen be determined if we could l ay out 
a f ive year program. 

On Friday morning I spent about two and one half hours wit h Dr Taliafe-rro Clark 
in t he offices of t he United States Public Health Service. I came away from 
this conference with the rather hazy impression that we have talked e.b,out e. 
great many things but t hat somehow t i ere appeared to be nothing upon whi ch 
we could fasten or to wl-:ich t here was any particular point whi ch might 
assist us in our work. I was t hen faced with the necessity of spending 
Saturday and Sunday in Washington with pr actical l y nothing to do waiting 
f or my fir st Monday morning appointment in New York. 

At 9:00 o ' clock Monday morning I \1as in t t e offices of Dr H E Kleinschmidt 
of t he National Tuberculosi s Associ ation, 570 - 7th Avenue . We talked 
until about 11:50. I found him particularly r esponsive t o the possibi1ities 
of our program and very much interested. He has , heretofore, attended t he 
so-called conference of t he Nati onal Negro Health Week but di d not go t hi s 
year. He stated quite f r ankly t ·at when he got t here he usuall y fotmd t he 
program made up, bulletins and post ers prepar ed and t hat most of t he t:Lme 
he did not agree vlit h t he plans l aid out or with t he methods used. He 
said he was tired being used as a rubber stamp and that when his chief had 
suggest ed t hat he might go to Washington for t his conference he had r ejrused 
because of t he above named experiences. 

He spoke well of Dr Algernon Jackson and not so well of Dr Roscoe C Br own. 
He seemed highly pleased and enthusiastic as to the new possibi lity with the 
transfer of t hi s work to Howard Univer sity. 

Most of t he time was taken up in matter s of organization of the Natiomu 
Tuberculosis Association, its cooperation with its st ate, local branches 
and other agencies and especially its propaganda and educational work. 
He i s greatly interest ed in Negro work. I had other conversations with him 
before t he week was over and out of it all came away wit~ the rather 
definite i mpression that their 25 year s of experience and willingness to 
assist and cooperate would be, per haps, t he most val uabl e help which ariy 
national organization could give us. I was given a new and up to date list 
of t heir st at e secret aries on a card index file and told t 1·at we might make 
free use of t hi s list for contacts. 

Just before noon I made an appoint ment with Mr Hopkins of t he New York 
Tuberculosis and ~ea.1th Association. I cannot say enough for t he assistance 
which be gave me nor for t he fine contacts I made in t hi s organization. 
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Dr J A Gol dberg was present during t hi s conference. He told me about t he 
F.quitable Life Insu!'ance Companyc OJ:'~;';ff: t t1eir examiners to talce train-
ing in TB work which t hat organi z'at1on He agreed t hat i f 
someone was constantly af t er him about 1tegro work - t hat i t i s very 
likely t hat his own organization would do much more about it t han they 
do at t he present time. He agreed t hat if a full time man did nothing 
more t han make contacts with these dif ferent agencies such as the 
National Tuberculosis Association, t· .at a great deal of work could be 
done without duplication of effort and expense. 

I t hen began interviews with members of his organization - briefl y as 
follows: From 2:00 o' clock until 5: 50 Mr Godi as Drolet tol d me about 
the decent ralization of public health agencies i n New York City and gave 
me my f irst introduction to the use of appraisal forms t o get an idea 
of t he load and determine something about average standard practices . 
He tol d me about t he establ i shment of heal th cent ers and diagnosti c 
clinics; a gr eat deal about t he use of 'agencies ot her t han publ ic 
agencies; the private physicians - all of which would hel p to lessen 
t heir load about 45 to 50% in t he community, particul arly i s this t r ue 
of t he s chool work with children. 

This was especially illuminating in proving out t he point t hat no 
community can supply publ ic health agencies to do all t he work in t he 
community and methods for pull ing in private agencies and private 
physici ans as an absolute need was stressed. It i s impossible t o cover 
all t he matters discussed in t hese interviews and probabl y not necessary. 

From him I went to a r epresent ative of t he Committee on Cardiac Clinics 
and was especially inter ested in and secured some of t heir forms . It was 
aft er 4 :00 o ' clock when I l ef t Yirs Whipple, who was in charge of the 
heal th education and who gave me very generously of her time, calling 
att ention particularly to bulletins and publications , health speakers, 
hand books and. such items as she thought would be of most help to me. 

On Tuesday morning shortly aft er 9:00 o' clock I spent about an hour or 
better with Mr Bell of t he same organization and got from him, among 
other things, a complete tuberculosis program of New York City for 
official departments and volunt ary agencies. It made me see how puny 
were my efforts i n my own progr am. 

Miss Clare Terwilliger told me more ebout dentists and their work in 
public health in about an hour t han I had a noti on had ever been done, 
taking up dental service in hospital s and clinics with t he growth of the 
work, studies done and aims of t he Guggenheim Foundat ion. Dr Goldberg, 
of t he New York Tuberculosis and Health Associ ation, was all the time 
directing me to t hese different people and pointing out pertinent t hings 
in each of t heir duti es and t alking over t he whol e thing wi t h me after 
I had finished the interviews. 

At 12:00 o' clock I went to see Dr C Ward Crampton, 515 Park Avenue, and 
had t wo hours vii t h him on the conduct of a heal t h examination clinic 
which he conducts at t he Post Gr aduate Hospi tal . He gave me a great deal 



of liter ature and t ol d me how to conduct a clinic on a t wo night basis, 
which seems to me to fit our particular needs better t han I f ound anywhere 
else. He t hrew considerable psychology back of his comments in t he use of 
slogans and pri de as an incentive in healt h work insisting that every 
person going through t he clinic should be treat ed individually and 
advised 1-:t, until t 1,ey absolutely under stood what the examiner wanted 
t hem to do and l eft him in t he frame of mind for wanting to do it. His 
clinic started off with about $5500 for equipment and i s more or less of 
an individual effort. 

At 3:15 I had an interview with Dr Louis I Dublin. It i s rather d:ifficult 
to evaluate t hi s i nterview. He is especially bitter on all doctor:s and gave 
up his entire time to talking about t he shortcomings of physicians., their 
exploi tations and about social medicine. He was very emphatic in di s-
agreeing wi t h any plan which expected to use private physicians to advance 
public heal th Work. He said t here need be no difference in t ~e matt er 
of approach in Negro or\v'hite health work. 

At 9:00 o'clock Wednesday morning I had another conference wit h Dr Kleinschmidt 
and their field secret ary, Mr Arthur J Strawson. Their suggest i on was 
t hat we make t he National Negro Health Movement an organization for setting 
up local contact agencies, getting colored leaders to push locally for 
interest and use of t l1e machinery of t he National Tuberculosis Assod ation 
in all its local points . They furnished a list of active secretaries and 
a complet e list of t heir hundreds of organizations, some of w, ich \1rould 
be found to be good and some bad. He suggest er, f urther, t hat t hey 
t hought a good piece of work i s beine done in Atlant a where white eLDd 
colored units of clinics with a bi-racial board in control is functioning; 
t hat Dr Roscoe C Brown as Field Secret ary, might become acquainted with 
this 'IVork and use it as an example to be pushed elsewhere. He off€:red 
for free distribution as many pampbl~ts advertising t heir campaign t his 
year as t he insur ance companies could distribute. They keep at l ea.st 
18 months ahead with t hei r progr am and suggested that we l ay out a five 
year program and pl an it t hat far ahead. Dr Kleinschmidt was interested 
to the extent of requesting that a copy of what ever progr am we adopt 
on March 17 be sent to him. I t hink I r ather definitely re- sol d him to 
t he progr am for t he Negr o Health Movement. I f eel very hopeful of t his 
contact. • 

From t here I went to see Dr Crunbine of t ~e Amer i can Child Health Associat ion 
and had about an hour ' s t alk with him until noon. He explained their 
or ganization t o me briefly as follows : They have no local organizers, 
but keep a consulting and advisory staf f and t ake up problems of research; 
not expecially inter ested in pathology or social hygiene but wage 
educational campaigm and do research work centering around existing agencies, 
teacher training, study depart ments , etc . They are also interest ed in 
methods evaluating health work and I heard again of t he appraisal f orms, 
so t hat upon l eaving him I went immediately to the offices of the 
American Public Health Associat ion and purchased a copy of the apprai sal 
form for city and another f or rural health work. I took ti.me while t heri= 
to look over a t hesis which in brief concluded t l1at t he contentions of the 
maker s of these appraisal forms are substantiated. 

Dr Grumbine i s especially interested in his 11May Day" propaganda and ex-
plained to me in great detail t he organization of t his campai ~ 6ri}J!is ea 
official sanction by Congr ess and State Governors. Thei r campai gn/ls blsea 
upon community r esponsibility for t he health of children. Every st·ite will 
have its individual committees with ·a health officer in charge andl will 
attempt to tie up every other organi zation in t he state with their ,,..,rk. 
It might be well to mention here t hat on t he following day I had an hour 
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with Mrs Henry Breckinridge, Director of Division of Publications and 
Promotions regarding this particular phase of t he work. Their or,ganization 
ought to be very helpful in the matter of propaganda. We should ,get 
representation on their di~erent state health cotmcils and insist that 
more attention be paid to t he Negro child. There is no end of possi bility 
to t he use of t his particular propaganda and t he most complete wi1lingness 
to assist. The child is very popular as a matter of appeal and c1:!rtainly 
t hey have t he organized machinery. 

·Another very important portion of t he work of t his organization i:s under 
t he direction of Miss Anne Whitney, Direct::>r of t he Division of Health 
Education. Although she was preparing to leave t he country for 
Porto Rico, she told me at length about t he work at t he Winston-Salem 
teacher' s College. I am of the opinion t hat if all other types of health 
work~'{, to be abandoned and t hat.we had to quit al l except one effort, 
that effort should be directed toward t he teaching of health lessons 
to children in priraary and secondary schools. This seems to me the 
most important attack on t he whole problem and of necessity demands the 
training of teachers in health education in order t hat t hey may in turn 
impart this information. Therefore, anything which could increaso the 
type of work which i s being done at Winston- Salem ought to be encouraged. 
We should get health education in our scbools and get all teachers to 
take t he training. I was given the name of t oe State Director of 
Negro Education in North Carolina, Mr N C Newbold, who was Chairmem of 
the Special Committee on Negro Schools at the Whitehouse Conference, 
as having valuable mat erial a.Tld knows all t he channels. 

We t hen went back for another conference with Dr Alexander, secretary of 
t he National Medical Association, - Dr Peter Murray, President-ele1~ 
Mr Bell of the New York Tub erculosis and Health Association and 
Dr Kleinschmidt of the National Tuberculosis Association, to draw up 
t he tuberculosis program for t he National f,ledical Association in Atlanta 
for August of t his year. Dr Kleinschmidt agreed to furnish extens:ive 
exhibits with x-ray plates, posters and moving picture films without 
expense , to pay t he expenses of a man from North Carol ina to Atlanta to 
del iver t he principle address and also to pay t he expenses of 
Dr Algernon Jackson to make a talk upon t he public ' s side and suggested 
t hat Dr Bent of t he Tennessee St ate Health Department be secured as the 
third speaker. I t hink this indicates his interest and will ingness. 

I t hen went to see Mrs Violet H Hodgson, Assistant Director of t he 
National Organization for Public Health Nurses. She told me about some 
problems for post-graduate work for colored nurses and explained that 
t heir organization was l argely advisory, being interested in standards 
of nursing, etc. I was trying to find out something about the pro'blems 
of rural nursing but could get little from this group. From what I 
picked up here and t here, it would appear t hat if possibl y t he 
American Red Cross:o'ould be induced t.<?.Juse colored nurses more freely 
they might get them out of t he north'centers into rural districts of 
t he south. There seems to be small doubt t hat t he colored nurses who 
have d Jne t his work have done a very fine piece of work. The difficulty 
seems to be that t '1ere are too few training schools in t he southJ that 
colored women who have come north do not want to return south for :rural 
work and t hat t here are few inducements to do so. 
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On Thursday morning I had a 9:00 o' clock appointment with Dr AP Upshear 
at the Life Extension Institute. I spent at least three hours in t he 
Institute. Dr Fisk was not present. Mr Ley, t he president of the 
Institute, sent for me and I spent at least an hour with him. I think 
t hat t he type of contact here is rather self- explanatory. It would be 
very difficult to imagine a better piece of work t han t he Life Extension 
does and any effort which we might put forth in periodic examinations, 
we could harilly approach it at all. They will give any assistance 
which it is possible to give . 

From here I uent to t alk with Mrs Breckinridge, as referred to above . 
Then to Dr Snow of t he American Social Hygiene Society. He turned me 
over to Dr Walter Clark. It is possible to get t he complete cooperation 
of this organization in our program. They, too, think t hat t he use 
of their local agencies can be had . and t hat it would be advisable to 
begin t he use of t hem in such ci ties in which they have their best local 
groups, particularly, Cincinnati, New York, Chicago, Boston, St Louis, 
Cleveland, Washington DC and Erie, Pennsylvania. There would, of course, 
be good tuberculosis societies in these cities also. From here I ,~ent 
back to t he New York Tuberculosis and Healt h Association for a talk with 
Dr J A Goldberg, concerning his industrial program and made a brief 
study of some of the cases in which they are seeking to determine the 
occupational hook up with t uberculosis. We were back Friday morning 
to t alk again with Dr Clark and Miss Jean B Penny, Director of the 
Divisi on of Public Information. 

From here I went out to t he New York Academy of Medicine to t alk with 
Dr Iago Gal dston about health examinations. This was one o~ t he short est 
and most helpful interviews I had, l argely based on t he m~~~9d_pf~ 
making t he patient well, weller and wellest rather t han~cker 
and si ckest. We went into t he matter of getting into t~ medical schools 
and seeing what is being done and who is doing it; t he question of ~ ser-
vice clinics; showed me t hat medical forms and examination blanks are not 
important; that doctors may well advertise t hat they make health ex-
examinations, etc. From t here I went to t he East Harlem Health Center 
under the direction of Mrs Keaton. There was here a complete diagnostic 
clinic where very little treatment i s given; where private physicians 
may refer cases for diagnosis ; x-ray; dark field, etc., by merel y giving 
a letter explaining t hat the patient cannot afford pay 11ent. The case is 
examined and r eturned to the private physician for treatment. It struck 
me at once t hat in such places as Baltimore, for instance, where some 
diff iculty is being experienced in getting t he colored physicians to 
support t he hospital , t hat such a servi ce given in connection with the 
hospital with a good social service depart ment functioning, would bring the 
doctors in closer contact with the hospital t han any other possible plan. 
There might also be added a post-graduate l ecture system f or t he community. 
I was shown a good deal about the methods of publicity used in the 
community in which the center distributed heal th literature for all kinds 
of private agencies including l ife insurance companies, food manufacturers 
and what not, inducing merchant s in neighborhoods in hel ping with this dis-
tribut ion. 

From here I went to Bellevue-Yorkville and t alked with Mr Zimand and 
Dr Bonner. They did such a good piece of work in diphtheria t hat although 
t here are 150, 000. people in their district t hey di d not have a death from 
diphtheria in seventeen months. The Department of Health, the New York 
Tuberculosis and Health Association, the American Social Hygiene Society 
and t he Bellevue-Yorkville demonstr ation people all combined in t his one 
effort at health work in this community. They sent out l etters to every 
family in the di strict with a request coupon for additional literature. 
They gave exhibits of moving pictures, lectures for physicians, got hold 
of t t e religious leaders and went to t he churches and used every method 



which we are in the habit of using ourselves but very poorly, got after 
the newspapers and got t hem interested in their work. They seem to have 
more trouble in pushing thei r venereal disease campaigmthan any other. 
They finally succeeded in getting t he newpapers to use the words 
Syphillis and Gonorrhea and thought t hey had accomplished a great deal. 
Out of 15,000 letters sent out t hey got 2, 000 requests for additional 
literature . They gave no medical advice but plenty of lectures for 
social workers , ministers and teachers in addition to those given to 
the physicians . They are going to attempt to evaluate t his work by 
calling on private physicians in t heir co~.munity and determine n~ether 
t he doctors had an increase in the number of venereal disease· cases 
t reated p:-ivately after and during t he campaign than t hey µad had before. 
When asked if they felt t hey were in a position to do a house to house 
inquiry on syphillis, t he answer was 'emphatically no. 1 They were 
afraid it mi ght interfere with the r est of t he work t he center i s trying 
to do. 

After having had some experience here in scho,ol work and in a house to 
house campaign for chest examinations for tuberculosis, I feel quite 
certain that if any district in Chicago ever went through an i ntensive 
t hree month's educational campaign such as wa,s waged by the 
Bellevue- Yorkville group, t hat it would be a.Ill easy matter for nurses 
and doctors to do a house to house campaign in order to determine the 
amount of syphillis or gonorrhea within t he dlistrict. Certainly, I 
t hink it could be d:me on t he south side without any great amotmt of 
difficulty. Chicago has t he advantage of bav·ing had the advertising 
which t he Public Health Institute has done. 

The program of action which I would recommendl for t h~ National Negro 
Health Movement has been fairly \Jell indicateid. Ylith t he possibility 
of t he present organization, itSi3 lack of f'unds and l ack of field 
forces ; it should, probably, attempt very l i.ttle other t han trying t o 
go into centers where t here are well- established tuberculosis and 
venereal disease societies with clinics; it ought to hook up very definitely 
and closely wit h the Amer i can Child Heal th AE;sociation and get representatives 
on its different committees and call attention to t he Negro child . Thi s 
would take a fair amm.mt of local organization a'!long colored groups in t he 
localities chosen. I t hink t hat doctors could be encouraged to set up 
health exqmination clini cs once a year; t hat the insurance agents can do 
t he scouting and hotmd dog work i n any or all of these cornmulities and that 
while there might be an element of dif ficulty in attempting to connect too 
closely t he work of the tuberculosis people and the work of t he venereal 
disease people, eliMi Jr use i s ma.de of the existing cl inics, this might 
not be necessary except t hat each be asked to push its campaign at t he 
same time. This ought to be rat her an effective and inexpensive cam~ign and 
whereas it might appear t hat t he Amer i can Child Heal t h Ass9ciation ......._ 

r'" propaganda ?:_.. and its "May Day!' activities i s largely at-1 paper 9.tj~ rn j alioa, • \ 
it could, nevertheless, do an important piecH of work in disseminating 
interest in a national health program for colored people. Somewhere in 
t his picture t he re should be a definite emphasis upon t he teacher and the 
i mportance of her work. 



HOME OFFICE : SUPREME LIBERTY LIFE BUILDING 
35 11 SOUTH P ARKWAY 

Dr Michael M Davis 
The Rosenwald Ftmd 
Arthington & Homan Avenues 
Chicago 

Dear Doctor: 

J an 28 

--1 
..... .... ~.,~----

I am handing you herewith a far too hastily prepared report on my trip. 
I hope t hi s will serve as a basis for discussion and as an attempt 
to show some knowl edge of t he organizations I got in touch with. 
Unfortunately, t he Saturday following t he completion of this report 
I went down with a t emperature and was unable to doubl t back to some 
of t he people I had hoped to see . I did, however, get back to 
Vlashington be.cause I was afrai d to be caught ill in New York City 
and saw Dr Adams . 

I am positively convinced t hat at t he present t ime t her e i s no 
hope f or leadership in t he present set up of t he National Negro 
Health Movement in Washington. Dr Adams has no pl~ at all. 
Dr J ackson is not especially i nter ested. Dr Clark r efused to commit 
himself as to any object ·ves when I t alked with him. · 

I think all t his i s very unfortunate and I hope to make some 
suggestions when I see you . If t his r eport, as r endered, i s un-
sat isfactory, I will be willing to go int o gr eat er det ail 
concerning it. 

• Very t ruly yours 

MOB af 
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