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cchorENTs  ON  I«DIVIDUAI.  REELOws

Personal 4ppralBals  by Edwln  R.  Efroree
` T.T ` ,.  c .-\

I  am giving my personal  appraisals  of  a nufroer  of the  Fellows

appointed under  our present program.    These  opinions probably would not

be  shared by  other merfuers  of  the Fellowship  Ccrmittee.    I  am risking the

disapproval  of my  colleagues  simply to  give  the Trustees  Bcmethlng more

lively and personal "than the factual  statements  that appear  ln the  offl-

clal  records.    M3r  coments may at  least  set  a  'base  for  disagreement".
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Those  whose  achievements  seem to me most  clearly established

Allison DaviB,  anthropology
Langston Hin8hes,  creative writing
Arrm Bontexps,               "               "
James E.  Ijuvalle,  chemistry
William H.  Dean,  economics
Abram I.  Harris,          "
Jacob  L.  Reddix,           "
Glles  A.  Hubert,           "
Thomas  N.   RobertB         "
I.orenzo D.  Tn]mer,  language  and  literature
William Grant Still,  f ine arts  - rmsic
Ira DeA.  Reid,  sociology

Those  who  Seem to me  mediocre  or  worse

J.  a.  St.  Clalr make,  anthropology
Ft.ank lfarshall Davis,  creative writing
Guichard a.  Parris,  history
Emilio A.  Iianier,  language and literature
Reed E.  Peggran'             "          "             "
Edwhn a.  Jourdain,  Jr. ,  political  science
lfarF Morton,  psychology

Brilliant youngsters  about whom it  is  too early to make final Judeements

Heman,  R.  Branson,  biology
Mchlon clifton REaney,    "
Charles  T.  Davis,  language  and literature
lfargar.et  J.  WormleF,     "          "               "

(daughter  of E.  E., Just}
David H.  Blactwell,  mathenatics
Jeremlch certalne,           "
Cornelius I.  Golightly,  philosaphy and religion
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arch br`illlant,  but  a+olld plodders

Waiter M.  Eooker,  biology
Thcmag  I.  Bembry,  cbemlBtry
ttry88es  s.  BrockB,        "
John Hope  11,  econutcs
I.  a.  Trenho]m,  education

"Shots  th the  darik"  is  still about all that  can be  caid of

such appointments as  C1]rde Winlfleld,  the pianlBt,  and the painters

Charles  AIBton and Jacob I.aw+rence.    The  art  judy,  which  iB  mde avalhable

to us ty the  Gngeenheim Foundation,  believe  these young painters  haire

great promise,  but  such early hopes are  often disappointed.    in the  case

of W±mlfield,  the  queBtlon 18 whether a  fellowship  18  justified to a

acre performer,  however  good.    m]slcal  coxpos±tion,  such aB  that  of

William Grant Still,  1s  clearly  cr+eatlve.    Perfo]rmance  is a rmich more

routine matter,  and its ultlpete  developnsnt  ls "ch harder to Judge.

However,  ve  have  taken Such satisfaction  in the  Bucces8  Of mss lfari:an

Anderson that ve ar.e  still willing to censlder singers  or players when

their qualifications  seem far above the  ordinanry.

F.  S.  Beloher,  Jr.,  Arma  M.  Cooke,  an.d Shlrley Gmham mere  chl

at the Yale Schcol of Drama at the  Bane  time,  "de  excellent  records  ±n

their work,  and 8eened to mke  eqtml|y fine  ixpresslons  on the Yale

cormlmity,  which is very conservative  in its racial attitudes.

W.  Schieffelin Claytor  Still repre8ent8 a problem.    He  i8  un-

questiorm.bty one  of the most brilliant on our lists,  but his mthemi#cal
talents are  too specialized to fit any openings that have yet appeared.

Of the  23a  Fellows,  only  two have  died,  both Negroes:

Dewey  Jones  and David W.  Carm.on.
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Those  whose  achievement.a  seem to me  most  clearl established

James  a.  mddex,  economics
Waiter E.  Sewell,  education
Herschel Brickell,  history
a.  Varm.  Woodrward,             "
Ralph E.  MCGill,  jourrmllsm
James  S.  Pope,                 "
Robert  P.  Walton,  biology
Tom Iiea,  fine arts  -  palntlng
H.  C.  Brearley,  Sociology
I.  Irmn smith,            %

Those  who  seem to me  nedlocre  or worse

I.  ParlB  Brown,  sociology
Ellene Ransom,  Language  and literatur.e
Robert  M.  Hodge8,  dourrmllsm
Could Beech,                       "
Chess  Aberrmttry,               "

Brllllant yo+xpg8ters

Edward A.  MCLellan,  education
Wilton Paul Ledet,  history
J.  Car|yle  Sitterson,      "
James  W.  R&bun,                      "    ,
Paul Forenan,  Boclologr
Jchn W.  Kendrick,  eoonom±cs

nyot brilliant,  but  Solid_ plodders

Im  Corinne Brown,  authropologr
James  H.  Easterty',  history
Dfa;gror  D.  ifebley,  education
Goodrich  c.  white,      "
Hope  Tisdale,  sociologr

Lillian E.  Smith

Interesting and unugunl appointments

and P&ula  Snelllng,  edltorB  of the  North Georgia Review,
who eLpplied for a  Joint  fellowship  to study and visit  institutions
in order to continue more  efficiently their brilliant review and
critique of southern life and letters.

Tarleton a inn older than we  usually  consider,  an.  important  labor
leader  in the  South for man]r years,  who has  just  cangleted an  inter-
esting Study of southern life  ln fiction called  "Fire  in the Sky".

f.-L
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Jchn M,  |Br±e,  our one  attexpt  to help  ln the  development  of a business manr.
Not an entirely  successful  effort.    He has not been able  to malce  the
visits he  desired to British financial institutions, and lt  is not
clear what further study or experience will be helpful.

The  Reverend Wile C.  NeThrm
practlslng preacher

+®}t

who represents an attexpt to cultivate a
.    This  has  not worked out yet  since  ltr.  Newman

has not felt  it opportune  to leave his parish.

Tenyson Saugee,  a brllllant young Indian who,  for lack of a better
catego~ry,  is  listed under  "white  Southerners".

Edwin A.  Davls  and William R.  Ho BcholarB and archlvlBtB  of foulsiana,
who were  given a  Joint  fellow8hlp  to era,ble them to edit and publish
a tnormmental hlBtorlcal work,  the  dlaLry  of a  free  Negro  of Natchez,
mssissippi.

May Justus,  a rural teacher who  stlcke  to her two-room school and who on
our fellowship brought  out three books  for young children and ls  now
Coxpleting a  fur.1-length novel.

Albert E, who has been given a thorouch acquaintance with latin
America.    He  will  doubtless  continue  for many years  to 1ntexpret that
area  to the Anerlcan South througiv his newspaper  connections.    A
report on hlg  study,  under the title  "Battlefield South",  1s under
publication by Bobbg-Merrill.

Hhrmon  Caldwell  and RufuB
tial influence as presidents

who were  chosen because  of their poten-
of important  southern universltles.

rveither has yet been able  to leave  his busy post  long enouch to  Study
or travel.    If we are  to help  in the  developmeflt of college presidents,
we'1l probably have  to  catch them before  they  get  on the  Job.

In at least two pairs  of cases there has been interesting inter-

racial  cooperation betveen our. Fellows.    Lewis  Copeland and Harry J.  Walker

made a  Joirfu  study of the  com:unity  of Dunhan,  North Ca,rollm,  and follow-

ing his  fellowship  Copeland,  a white rna,n,  has  become  assistant professor

of  Sociology at  Flak tfroiverslty.    Robert  P.  Walton and "orm8  H.  Bembry

have worked together and publlBhed papers  together on chemical problems

involved  ln maLrihuama.

In one  of the  Fellowship  Committee meetings a  question arose a8

to  the proportion of grarits we are maLklng to women.    "I  can tell you

without  lcoking up  the  records",  said Henry lfoe,  "fourteen per cent  of the
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gra,rfus  will be  found to  be  going to women.    That's  the  way  lt  alrayB  turns

out".    Our.  grants  during this  five-year period have  included 25  Negr.o women

and  13  white  women.    These  58  women are  16 per  cent  of  the  252  total Fellows,

just  two  per  cent  above  Henry  Dfoe's  "norm".

There  is an interesting  "matrimonial  correlation"  among our

rvegro awards.    Five  of the  feminine  Fellows  are  wives  of Fellous.    On the

other hand,  no white Fellow is mrried to any one  on our lists.    In fact,

only  one  of the  thirteen white  women Fellows  (lfrs.  mgood)  has  ever been

married,  and  she  18  divorced.


