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MARGUERITE EA'STERLING (M. D.) REBE.ARCH I N TUBERCULOSI'S 

Veterans' Hospital , Tuskegee , Ala . 

PLAN OF 1( 0RK 

It is difficult to state what is the most important problem in the 

field of ·serological diagnosis, for different persons might choo:se different 

subj ects. However, I feel it is of great importance to conceive and perfect 

a serological test for tuberculosis capable of making the di agnosis before the 

physical signs and .symptoms are discovered. 

As tuberculosi's is one of the major problems confronting Negroes today 

and as early diagnosi s is one of the grea t est aids in planning therapy, a sero­

logical method capabl e of diagno-sing the case prior to the onset of signs and 

s ymptoms would naturally enhance the possibility of the tuberculous patient for 

recovery. Thus I feel that the return, measured in terms of health, would 

greatly outweigh the money invested in the project if the reaction were found to 

be dependable. If, on the other hand, the work were to prove the test with less, 

it would obviate the possibility of other investigators following the same line 

of endeavor. 

The long and discouraging line of experiments in this field has recently 

had a contribution which seems more promising than others. Dr. William A. Hinton 

in 1950 described a Glycerol Cholesterol reaction in tuberculosis which is be­

lieved to have possi bilities as a diagnostic aid. In collaboration with Dr. John 

B. West I have experimented with thi'S reaction over a period of more than t wo 

years during our work at the Veterans' Administration Facility, Tuskegee, Alabama, 

and we are convinced that an attempt 'Should be made to perfect the technique. 

As there are many factors entering into the technique of any serological 

diagnosis, I feel that undivided time and attention are necessary for a competent 

investigation of the problem. 

I therefore apply to t he Julius Rosenwald 

" 
fur thering this plan. 

u N I VE R s IT 


