
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

(-) 

Classification I. Negr..,_ __ 

II. White Soutberner--=X=---
III. Specific Field Journalism 

Concise statement of plan of work Nine months study at the Univ e rs.ity o-f: 

irorth Carolina in the dep art men t s of s o c i o 7 o g y and e c o n omics. 

An additional three months s t udy a t t h e srune i nsti t ut ion o r 

as ;::, n aJternative three month s field work in the South. 

Personal History 

Name in foll Gould Mean s Bee c h 

Present addre~• 19 E a rl P l a c e , Montgomery, Ala bama Telephon Cedar 1802-J 

Permanent address Same as abov 

Present occupation Associate Editor, The Montgomery Advertiser Salary $1800 

Place of birt-n Graceville, Florida Oe•te May 5, 1913 

Single, married, widowed, divorcf'd.__M_a::..:.r::.....::..r..::i:....:e:....:d::...._ __________ .unate of marriage September, 1935 

Name and address of wife or husbanu.d___;;S:....:am=-=e--=a:..:S::........;a::::::b.=..:::o~v~e,,__ __________________ _ 

Occupation and salary of wife or husbanu.d....:N=o~n~e,,__ ______________________ _ 

Number and age of childre,L-.....:N=o-=ne==-----------------------~ ----­

Dependents None To what extent?----------£"elationship'---------
5 Clubview 

Name of nearest relative Mrs. J. L. BeechA,:ldress Montg:omery, Ala. Occupation None 

Have you any constitutional disorder or physical disability?_ ... Ni.,O~---------':.,....,,,--------------'-

I 

The Fellowship Committee reserves the right to require a full physical examination. 



Education 

1. Give a summary of your education in the following form: 

Period of Study 
Degrees, Diplomas, 

Name of Institution Certificates 
(Give dates) 

(Give dates) 

kF--orer,-A-la-ooma 1927-28,1928- 2~ 
High School 

Lanier High School 
College Montgomer~2 Ala. 1926-27.1929-3( Diploma-Mav. 1 930 

University University of Alabama September .193( 
to May, 1934 A.B. May,1934 

University of Alabar.w. September and 
Technical October. 1934 

Professional 

Special Study 

An official transcript and four copies of your college and university records must be submitted with your application. 

2. Extra-curricular activities: 

Worked way through school; editor student r1ewsp1:~er ; o. D. K. enc. 

J a sons honor ~raternities ; Phi Gamma Delta social fraternity; 

Y. M. C. A. cabinet; R. O. T. C. Ce.;rtc1.i n ; j nstitut ed plan t0 ·recnJ s te 
honor a ry fraternities, and other organizations . 

3. Give a list of the scholarships or fellowships you have previously held or now hold, stating in each case the places and 
periods of tenure, the studies pursued during your incumbency, and the amounts of the stipends. 

N 



Experience 

(Students should include all part-time work they have done.) 

Inst itution or Organization Address Position Under Direct ion of Salary 

The Anniston Star Anni ston , Ala. reporter Harry -~yers ~£00 y ear 

The !lontgomery 
Advertiser Kontgomery, Ala. assoc i at e 

ec~.i -l,0r Grover: Hall $18QQ 

Accomplishments 

1. Of what learned, scientific, or artistic societies are you a member? 

• Southern Policy Committee, Alabama Policy Commi t t ee, local better 

government committee. 

2. What advanced work, research, or creative work have you already done? 

* 

yea r 

In the course of two years and four months bave written approximately 

soo,ooo words of editorials f or The Advertiser. Special articles 

for The Wall Street Journal and The Birmingham Age-Herald and one 
f or The Baltimore Evening Sun. 

3. List of publication,_ ___ ________ _____ _______________ _ 

"Note: I have included the information above which is related to 

my field. 

Plans for Work 

1. For what position do you seek further training? Continue as edit.aria) writer in the South 

2. What course of study do you wish to take? Col:.rs~s in &ociology and eccnorcics 

3. Forwhatdegreeareyouworking? Master's in soc io l ogy, (See ~ ~pended plan of \·1 ork.) 

4. In what institution do you wish to study? University of Nor th Carol ina 

s. Under whose supervision? Dr. Howard ~-, Ccum, Dr . rir;'e-rt B. ·.-E,nce 

Jj ,. 



6. Have you assurance that you will be admitted to this institution?_~Y ...... e .... s.__ ______________ _ 

7. If you are not planning study at an institution, indicate the type of special work you propose to do, _____ _ 

8. If awarded a fellowship 

When would you wish to begin the study proposed?___,$....._e.,..pL.Jt..,..e ... ro ........ b .... e .. r..._.,_1 .... a...,,'"-3.,_,7~-------------

What is your estimate of its probable duration?-0 ... n~e..,_-%!¥''""€ .... a ........ r ___________________ _ 

Statement of Plan of Work 

Submit on separate sheets a statement giving detailed plans for your work during your tenure of a fellowship. This 

statement should include ( 1) a description of the project, including its character and scope, and the significance of its 

presumable contribution; (2) the present state of the project, time of commencement, progress to date, and expectation 

as to completion; (3) the proposed university, or institution of similar grade, or the place where the work would be 

carried on, and the authorities, if any, with whom the work would be done; ( 4) your expectation as to publication or 

use of the results of your study; and (5) subsequent plans for your career. This statement slxndd be c<nnplete and care­
fully prepared. (Please submit one more copy of PLAN OF WORK than the number of your references.) 

References 

Submit a list of references from whom further confidential information may be obtained concerning your qualifications 
and from whom expert opinion may be obtained as to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work: 

Name of Reference 

Grover C. Hall, Edi or, 
Harry M. Ayers, Publish 
Dr. F. D. Patterson, Pr 
James E. Chappell, Publ 

~ / C. B. Smith, Director o 
-~ Alabama De 

t P"'/ Dr. George H. Denny, Ch 
/ I}~ 

Position 

The Advertiser 
r, The Anniston St 
sident, Tuskegee L 
sher, The Birmingh 
Curriculan Revisio 

artrnent of Educatio 
ncellor, University 

Address 

Montgomery, Ala. 
Anniston, Ala. 

titute, Tuskegee, Ala. 
News-Age-Herald, Birmingham,Ala 

, Montgomery, Ala. 
of Alabama, Univers ity, Ala. 

If you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship or scholarship for the same period, state the facts 
regarding such application. 

None 

SIGNATURE v/ ~ )"'/J. &<~ T J 
PLACE AND DATB-'OF MAILING Montgomery, Ala. Febuacy 
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Atay 24, 1948 

Dear Gould: Doctor Alexander and l are of course 
interes ted in the project you outline in 

your letter of May lJ. We have not been abl e to act on 
the subj ect until ~e had consulted our associa tes. This 
sort of t hing is not easy for c founda tion to handle as 
you well know. iu.l things considered, it seems to us that 
the best }Jrocodl,re is to ma.ke 1:r. d irect grant to you, 
treating it us an ertension of the fellowship you hel d 
some yoars .ago. I therefore hereby officially make an 
extonslon of your earlier follo~ship in the ex~ent of 
six hundred doll...:.rs (t600}4 1 ~ enclosing a check for 
i.200 her ewith, thinkirl;s t hat you mt.i.y need funds fo r 
:iJDmedittte work. \',e stand ready to mt1.ke payment on t he 
renw.ining ~400 •• t ;1y time and in any way t.hu t ;.ill be 
~ost ocnvenlent to you. 

f;e all i...groe tht.t t hi s is a mos t iUlportant 
opportunity for an intim~te study of race relutions and 
r ~cial attitudes . ~ie are very gl«d to have t hi s small pa r t 
i n ma.king the study possi~le. 

Very truly yours , 

ERE:NL 



• c:; J ' / 3 'f, .., ' ' J t , /< .... 
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Julius RQsenwald Fund 

To 

Perry Point, ?Jaryland 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 5255 

Date June l , l94S 

.Final payunt on fellowah1p extension - - - $400.00 

Ck. #')861.8 

AC'counts 

Vfui to Southern Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

47-lOA $400. 00 

Posted by 

• 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Dear Mr. Embree: 

VA Hospital 
Perry Point, Md. 
May 25, . 1948 

I was very hap w to learn that the Fund has extended 
my original fellowship, and that $600.00 i s available to make it 
possible for me to canplete what I have started. · 

There is a growing interest in making it simpler for 
me to work here. The ward clerk's office has been made available 
to me at night, which simplifies the problem of using a typewriter 
and having a quiet place to interview fellow patients. The doctor 
assigned to this ward is a swell person end interested in the sub­
ject ot racial attitudes. Today a visiting cona1ltant, a Dr. Conn, 
of Baltimore, al so expressed considerable interest in what I had 
observed in the original entering ward. Same months ago they began 
here a policy of non-segregation in the preliminary ward. Dr. Conn 
asked that next week: when he returns that we spend some time dis­
cussing the matter. 

I immediately made arrangements fore typist at home 
to begin devoting full time during the coming month to transcribing 
the recorded interviews I have collected. 

While I would have gone ahead regardless, the money 
therefore makes everything much simpler. On Friday I am going back 
to Washington to get the additional i terns I will need to make 
recordings of group therapy sessions. 

Since the full amount available from the Fund will be 
needed during the caning month or six weeks--I plan to get a place 
nearby and be with my family while writing--I would like to have 
the remainder sent when convenient. 

I am sorry t hat I will ~~ss the final banquet, but feel 
that now that· I am well into thiat interesting opportunity it would 
not be a good idea to interrupt what I am doing. Please tell Helen 
I do plan to write a general piece about what some of· the various 
Rosenwald Fund Fellc:Nfs have contributed to social progress in the 
South. I will be corresponding with her. 

My regards to Dr. Will. 
Sincerely; 

( 

I 

Cou:).,..! .... ·~ ... /,i.~--•-1•"""••...,c 



To lr,~}:ch-
c/o r . E • • ,. ~.:;ree 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis ATenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 5226 

Date May 2.4, 19'8 

)'irat payaent on ext.ensioa to fellonhip - - - - - - t~oo.oo 

Accounts 

llhite Southern Fel l owships 

Prepared by 

lam 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

47-lOA $200. 00 

11 ; 

Credit 

Comptroller 



If the Fund cannot handle 
this ~ n an emergency basi ? i l I Q 
perhaps you know someone who .:.-'- \J~ '-'" 
will make me a loan. .,,.-.., 

gb J _. \. p_ 
May 13, 

i(LL 
Mr. Edwin R. Embree /~Jit_. 
Dr. Will Alexander 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Mr. Embree and Dr. Will: 

w~ ¥'I 
~ 

About a month ago friends of mine 
developed an anxiety over the possibility 
that I might be in danger of a breakdown 
from over-work. Whether they were right-­
or whether Dr. Schreiber was right in havirg 
the same fear--! don't know. At any rate, 
I decided to enter the VA hos pital at Perry 
Point, Md., for a rest--and a physical and 
mental check-up. So far I haven't had much 
c heck-up, and little or no diagnosis. 

However, I have had the most intensely 
interesting experience of my life. I have 
dropped work completely, and haven't bothered 
to do any letter wri ting--which explains my 
failure to explain my absence at the last 
meeting of the committee. 

For ten days I was in the observation 
ward at Perry Point, a routine procedure. 
There I s~ept between a Negro and a Puerto 
Rican. There were all types among the 78 
men. Geniuses, imb:eciles, ex-Marines and so 
on. Not once during that time did I hear any 
remarks of a racial prejudice nature& Some ot 
t h e men were completely well, others crawled 
on the floor. Not once did I see a man select 
a seat at mess--the standllfd army type--on a 
racial basis. Cigarettes were g,iven and r eceived 
freely--in fact everything was sir~red. We we~e 



behind look and key. We were led to meals, to 
get a shave, to the chapel and so on. It was 
as intimate an experience as human beings could 
have in such a short time. Men told me of murders 
they had committed and which were not known by the 
authori tiesl 

I have had unusual advantages as a layman 
to learn psychiatric. In the Research Branch, with 
Charles Dollard et al, I worked on psychomatic 
scteening tests for the army--oonferred with Dr. 
William C. Minninger and so on. In Alaska I conduotec 
a mass psychological study of troops in the Aleutians, 
I am a ready listener. 

After this lo day period I was placed in what 
is called an open ward. There I have had a Gray 
Audograph dictating machine--one with small plastic 
reoords. I have been making records of intimate 
interviews with such men as--

The Negro who slept next to me; 

Ale oholics of various types; 

A tenant farm boy from North Carolina who 
almost killed himself with over-work because of 
concern about his four children--and a wife who 
had sold his tractor and plough and been unfaithful 
while he was in service; 

A young physician; 

A young Negro who was in Anna Lucasta 

And so on. 

These interviews, by a simple editing process, 
can be turned int~ a book on the readjustment of 
veterans. There will be inter-racial over-tones 
throughout, of course. As you know, for most of the 
.American people the Puri tan ~abi t of bum in~ "in~1ane"' 
people still prevails to a larg~ extent--in job 
seeking, social relations anq sd on. Yet many of 
these men had no greater difficulty 1than hyper-i~sulin 
ism, or ex tr em e hay fever 1 



Now hEre is what I need--and immediatelyl 
About $600.00 to be spent as follows: 

(a) $149 for a Webster wire recorder to 
record some shows I am helping put on. This might help 
me to extend my stay. 

(b) $120 for additional Gray Audograph 
equipment in order to make recordings of group theraby 
sessions in which some 20 or 30 men have an informal 
session with a very good psychiatrist. 

(c) $200100 for secretarial help in trans­
cribing the recordings. 

(d) The balance for short vacation trips 
with some of the recuperating patients. 

I don• t know how long I can h Eng around at 
Perry Point. It may be only one more week, or ten 
days at the most. 

I would be glad to get the above amount as 
a loan. The reason I ask for any help at all--in add­
ition to the urgency of taking advantage of this opport­
unity--is this: After a prolonged disagreement with 
Aubrey I have resigned from the Southern Farmer. I 
still own 222~ of the common stock, but there is some 
disagreement between us as to how soon I can sell it. 
Meanwhile, I have no immediate resources, and have even 
sold my automobile so that my wife and kids won't be 
inconvenienced during this temporary period. 

For this week-end I will be in Washington. 
The money could be spent through the Na tional Institute 
tor Social Relations (Dr. Julius Schreiber) if it is 
not available to me individually. I am going to talk 
to him tomorrow. 

You can wire or phone me at Perry Point VA 
Hospital, Perry Paint, Md. Or cont act me through 
Dr. Schreiber through Sunday. I have only a one-night 
guarantee at the Ebbi tt Hotel here in \/ashingt on, and 
don~t know where re11 get a room tomorrow night. 

P.S. I am sure that as I S~c:re}'.X,l~urs. , 
make progress I will have the ~~have not taker 
d ooperati on of the v•• But (}ou cl Beech it up of fie i a: 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME OR SUBJECT .H~LL(WJSHIPS BEECH, GOULD M FILE NO. 

DATE 12/10/42 REMARKS Mr . Haygood asks h i m to suggest to Miss Mary Donnave 

Brennan t o apply again in 1943 for fellowship . 

SEE _ _._FE---1,~liO=W~S~H~I~P~S'--=B=R=E=NN=A=N~,------=M=A=R=Y'---"'-D~O=N=N=AV~E:::,._ _ _________ ~F~IL=E~NO=·-----

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR 
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN 
PROPER DATE ORDER. 
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED 
UNDER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER " SEE" 

YAWMANANof}mEMFG@. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

SIGNED 

FORM NO. 0 99CR 



December 1941 WCH 

FELLOWSHIPS 

GOULD BEECH 
~ - * • 

Says that the Teachers College at Troy, Alabama, 

C. B. Smith, President, is the most alert school in the state . 

Plan to visit it next year . ~ 



) 

FELLO'NS~·'iiPS 

July 22 , 194]. 

Dear Beech& Thank you tor your good letter or 
July 17. That is e. f1nB lot or 

papers you have been writing . '.l'he applied so­
ciology that you nre now engaged in aay be wen 
1110re illportant than t he acadeaic courses that 
you have been developing a t Auburn. You ha.Ye 
been doing a grand piece or worlt. We all take 
au.ch pride 1n ho.v1ng bad ~ l i ttle pnrt 1n your 
preparation. 

EREIIILU 

•r. Gould Beech 
The-.Uncgo1sr, Adv®F£1se~ 
Montgomery 
Alabama 

Very truly yours , 

t. , WIN r<. EMBREE 



R . F . H UDSON, 
PRE$10ENT ANO PUBLISHER 

THE: ADVERTISER CO. 
P ROP'AICTOAS 

Ft:LLOVlSr11PS 

ESTABLISHED 1828 

Mr . Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chi cago , Illinois 

Dear Mr . Embree : 

0qt ffloatgomtre .An,rr1igrr 
EVERY MORNING DAILY AND SUNDAY 

() <4 ,Lt, 
MONTGOMERY, ALA. 

July 17 , 1941 

I still think the Fellowship Cor.111ittee should have 
subsidized me for another year of graduate work so 
that I could establish rura l sociolOBY courses and 
social science research at Auburn . 

But as a second- best choice I have returned to The 
Advertiser to reenter the wor k for wh ich the J:i'und 
helped prepare me the first t i me . No successor is to 
be appointed as Edi tor to attempt to fill Grover C. 
Hall ' s place. Dick Hudson, amm the publisher 1 s son, 
and myself are jointly in charge of the editorial 
page as Assoc i ate Editors . 

I thought you might be i nterested i n seeing some of 
the things I 1 ve been writing , part icularly the one 
about the ,,icious activities of the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund i n the South. 

Please give my r egard! to any of the s taff who may 
1~eme mbe r me , i nclud i ng the Si mons when you next wri te 
to them. 

Si n cere l y yours , 

¼~ e~ 
as soc iate Edi tor 

P.s . The pi e ce on Tal madge , 11 A Neighbor ' s Tragedy" , was 
picked up by The Atlanta Constitution , and later repr i nted 
on page 1 by two other papers i n Georgia . 



A NEIGHBOR'S TBAGE■-v--

One sure earmark of the demagogue Ja an 
Itch to meddle wJth Jn1tltutlon1 of higher 
leai:nlng. Another ls a tendency to arouae 
ignoramuaea against professors. 

There Is a type of hard - bitten, bigoted 
l!loutherner who ls auspicious of learning, of 
scientlflc research, and of colleges In gen­
eral. The demagogue delights In arousing 
this fellow, creating a lot of excitement, and 
thu& diltracting public attention from other 
issues - including the shortcomings of the 
demagogue. 

Eugene Talmadge ic playing this game. 
The Georgia governor has been trying to 

put on a show at the expense of the State 
University System - and there are indica­
tions that patronage 11 at the bottom of his 
effort. 

U s1111m1 ihat an • m b It t II r c d former 
teacher at the University of Georgia charged 
that the dea.n of the school of education 
there, Dr. Walter D. Cocking, had advocated 
the establlshment of a school In which both 
Negroes and whites would be enrolled. De­
spite hearings a n d an Investigation there 
has been no other evidence to support the 
charge. 

But it was all that Talmadge was looking 
for. Now this blatherskJte Is starting a drive 
to run all of the "foreign" professors (those 
who are natives of any state other than 
Georgia) out of state colleges. 

To the ignorant Georgian it 11 hot stuff 
to say, "We have enough competent, edu­
cated Christian young teachers in Georgia 
without jobs, who cannot get a place in a 
college in another university system. 1 I will 
take this into consideration." 

"I ain't saying what I'm going to do," 
says this great Georgian. "I'm going to look 
them over and those who have been brag­
ging about the big salaries they could get 
elsewhere, I'm going to help them get those 
bigger salaries." 

And of course It's easy to get an audience 
by dragging in the race Issue. And It's con­
venient, too, since that Issue beclouds all 
others. "I'm not going to put up with so­
cial equallty in this state as long as I 'm gov­
ernor," Talmadge says boldly. "They can't 
slip through no crack and they caln't crop 
up In no funds coming to this state. We 
don't need no Negroes and white people 
taught together." 

A few years ago "The Man" Bilbo set out 
on a crusade to put hi! own peanut-headed 
followers in every position of responslbllity 
in Mississippi's colleges. It took a decade to 
rebuild what had been tom down. 

Great teachers are rare. Whether they 
come from the South, the East, the North, 
or the West does not make a great deal of 
difference. The search for truth and the 
art of t e a c h in g know nq geographical 
bounds. Unfortunately, ·teachers are not a 
match for demagogues. They are not willing 
to stoop to the wiles and tricks of appealing 
to ignorance and prejudice. Their appeal ls 
to the lntelllgence, to the open mind, to the 
enlightened point of view. Perhaps they 
should be made of tougher stuff, but they 
are not. 

Alabama ls not perfect. It has had good 
governor& and bad, but it has been t h Is 
state's great good fortune not to have been 
saddled with an ignorant governor. Nor has 
tt had one wno dfcr not respect learning, and 
realize to a degree at least that a people's 
only salvation is In a public school system 
ba&ed upon a constant search for truth. ~ 

Let her sister - Southern states weep for 
Georgia! Let them all resolve that the day 
of the demagogues who afflict our region 
from time to time will be ended shortly! 



NO TIME FOR PREJUDICE 
Negroes are being discriminated against 

1n defense industries. 
'Ibis discrimination, as President Roose­

velt pointed out in his memorandum to the 
OPM, ls "entirely unrelated to efficiency and 
productivity." It ls the result of unreason­
ing prejudice on the part of either work­
men or employers. It is not con!ined to any 
one region, and Is perhaps more systematic 
and universal in the West Coast aircraft in­
dustry than in any other place. 

Fundamentally the Negro has about as 
great a stake in the fight between the New 
Deal and the New Order as any other group. 
The spectre of a. Hitler-dominated world, 
with repression and cruelty aimed at every 
racial minority, falls heavily upon him. 

The American Negro has demonstrated a 
loyalty and a willingness to bear his share 
in the responsibllltles ahead. This time, as 
23 ye a rs ago, selective service calls upon 
him to s e r v e In direct proportion to his 
numbers. 

There Is small wonder that Negro leader­
ship has been concerned, and at times an­
gered, by systematic exclusion ot members 
of this race. This Is an exclusion entirely 
unrelated to questions of social relation­
ships. It Is either economic, or Is based on 
the whimsies of color prejudice. 

To tum away a skilled workman simply 
because he Is a Negro Is a blow against the 
cause tor which all of us are fighting. In 
the first place, our nation needs every ounce 
of Its productive energy; to sacrifice to any 
degree the contribution that this one-tenth 
of our population can make is foolish. We 
need to maintain a healthy economic sys­
tem during this emergency, and this cannot 
be done if the ravages of unemployment fall 
disproportionately on a single population 
group. Finally, and of importance to all of 
us, the issue at stake and the issue which 
all ~f us are being called upon to sacrifice 
for, is the survival of democracy. Now, more 
than ever before, we need to strive to be 
unlike, r a th e r than like, the sowers of 
hatred and prejudice. 

I f some Negroes are to be called upon to 
risk their life for $21 a month, simple jus­
tice requires that other Negroes be given an 
opportunity to fill jobs building ships, guns 
and planes. Ability, not color, must deter-
mine fitness to serve. I 



TOSSING OFF A MILLSTONE 
As Alabama developed a public school 

system it was as natural as it was unfor­
turrate that it should have adopted much 
ot the method and objective ot the private 
academies of an earlier day. 

The old academies were designed to teach 
men to think classically and to live grace­
fully. They never pretended to teach men 
to work. As for method they believed that 
the young mind which absorbed vast quan­
tities ot Cicero and Homer and quantita­
tive analysis would be on the road to gen­
tillty. 

Al a b am a Is still not free from the 
shackles of the old academies. Its cities 
were first to succeed 1n producing high 
schools comparable to the private schools. 
Soon through the iniquitous system of "ac­
crediting," every town was striving for the 
same goal. In the hills of "high" Jackson, 
the plantation country of Dallas, or the 
truck farming country of South Baldwin­
every town lashed itself to a frenzy in an 
effort to get a school that would be teach­
ing exactly the same thing and in exactly 
the same manner as Phillips High School in 
Birmingham, or Barton Academy in Mobile, 
or Lanier in Montgomery. 

As the old academies had been concerned 
with preparing young men for colleges, so 
the new public high schools of two and 
three decades ago became preoccupied with 
the same thing. They were not preparing 
men and women to work, or for life, they 
were preparing them for college. 

People of influence were not interested 
in having their children taught to work; 
they either did not care or did not believe 
It important that anybody's children be 
taught to work. This attitude still clings 
in varying degree from community to com­
mu~ity. In at least one Black Belt county 
the board of education has never seen fit 
to make arrangements for teaching of vo­
cational agriculture In the county's one 
white high school-despite the fact that it 
1s an agricultural county with no industries 
whatsoever. Prior to the New Deal there 
was only one ·state-sponsored institution in 
Alabama devoted to post-high school train­
ing In skills-the School of Trades at Gads­
den. Approximately 15,000 men and wom­
en were in colleges; about 350 were learning 
craftsmanship. 

We in the South nave never looked upon 
work with the proper respect. We have not 
had any great admiration for skilled crafts­
manship. There Is not a watch or tool fac­
tory within our region. It was natural, as 
well as unfortunate, that our attitudes to­
ward work would be reflected in our edu- j 
cational system. 

Some commendable progress has been 
made. Most noteworthy is the effort of our 
educators In the last eight years to adapt 
education to the needs of the state and, 
equally important, to the needs of the in­
dividual community. 

While we have not been zealous In our 
efforts to prepare men for industry during 
times of peace; we are now working whole­
heartedly to prepare men for national de- 1 
fense industries. The training program of 
the NY A, the vocational division of the 
State Department of Education, and our 
colleges will produce skilled workmen in 
large numbers. These trained workmen 
wlll be an asset long after the need for 
making Implements of war is past. 

Perhaps there will also be a lasting in­
fluence upon our educational system. Per­
haps, at last, we have accepted the tact 
that education should prepare men and 
wo!llen to work, as well as to think. 



SOME FUN! 
Alabamians probably have enough worries 

this morning without having served up to 
them the nauseating menu which Eugene 
Talmadge'1Tas cooked up In Georgia. 

On the slim testimony of a disgruntled 
schoolmarm who had been fired, Talmadge 
attempted to oust Dean Walter C. Cocking 
from the School of Education of ti1e Uni­
versity of Georgia. 

A majority of the Board of Regents, in­
cluding several Talmadge appointees, balked 
at following out the Governor's orders. 

But Talmadge did not quit; he was de­
termined as he put it, "to have some fun" 
with the "foreigners" teachings in Georgia 
colleges. He has. 

Two regents resigned at the Governor's 
request. 

Two henchmen who promised to do his 
will, regardless of the evidence, we re ap­
pointed. 

There ls reason to believe that the com­
mission of a third regent, whose copy of his 
appointment was dated to expire in 1947, 
was changed at the Governor's order to ex­
pire July 1, 1941. If the photostatic copies 
printed by The Atlanta Constitution are 
substantiated, this is a simple case of for­
gery. 

A photographer signed an affidavit to the 
effect that an employe of the State of Geor­
gia offered him $50.00 to fake a photograph 
of Dean Cocking in company with a group 
of Negroes. 

A Negro house-boy employed by Dean 
Cocking says that he was offered $100.00 to 
steal any records out of the home of the ac­
cused man that might bolster Ta!madge's 
case. 

In this Instance the state employe who 
offered the bribe claimed to represent the 
Ku Klux Klan. But the case was so foul 
that the h e a d of the Klan in A t l a n t a 
promptly disavowed any Interest in or con­
nection with the matter. 

The Negro houseboy, at pistol point, final­
ly signed a paper which he had not read. 

Thus is Georgia "saved" from the spectre 
of "racial equality" which a single witness 
charged against the accused Dean. 

Thus does a Georgia governor follow in 
the steps of the latter-day Tom Watson who 
found that it was simple enough to keep a 
following among the ignorant by appealing 
to racial prejudice. 

Thus has a Georgia governor adopted the 
tactics of the Nazis who framed the Reichs­
tag fire, and many an Innocent individual. 

Thus has justice been mocked in a day 
when the democratic processes throughout 
the world have fallen under the shadow of 
tyranny. 

Thus has the South been damned before 
the eyes of the civilized world. 

Thus education, the region's one great 
h.ope, is again damaged by the thrust of the 
demagogue's dagger. 

And that's n o t all. The newspapers of 
Georgia, the Gov e r n o r says, cannot be 
trusted to tell the truth because they will 
1ot stomach his tactics. 

The Governor of G e or g i a has his own 
1ewspaper (as did Huey Long, as has Hitler, · 
1s has Goebbels, a~ has Streicher). And the 
Jovernor's paper is printed, by coincidence, 
lt the same plant which does printing for 
;he State, as well as publishing a group of 
~apers which have a lion's share of State 
1dvertising. 

The pattern ls a familiar one. 
There might be some doubt about the 

1nalogy except for, one clinching fact: 
Talmadge has now announced that he is 

·eady to begin burning books looted from 
he shelves of Georgia libraries. 
Fortunately for the n aj lo n, Talmadge, 

~ h 11 e having the profile of an American 
'uehrer, is a man of na rrow capacity. His 
grass roots" convention at Macon in 1936, 
11 which he callaborated with a choice col­
ection of American fascists, Including the 
tev. Gerald L. K. Smith (self - proclaimed 
.eir of Huey Long), was a dismal flop. 
Talmadge has saved his own face. May 

he people of Georgia who have been left in 
hame soon find a way to recapture the I 
.onor of that great State. j 



FOULING A GOOD NAME 
This week in Georgia vicious and depraved 

.men have been spitting upon the name of 
Rosenw~.~ 

The late Julius Rosenwald knew that the 
income of the South was too low to enable 
it to support an adequate educational sys­
tem. He saw, during his life-time, that there 
was too little to p r o v id e adequately for 
teachers and school buildings for the white 
population; he saw, as every Southerner 
with eyes has seen, that there was even less 
available for Negro children. 

There are few decent white people in the 
rural South today who have not been called 
upon at one time or another to help build 
a "Rosenwald school." The Fund's school­
building program was a private predecessor 
of the WPA under which gifts were matched 
by contributions from counties, from whites, 
from Negroes. 

Fifteen or 20 years ago the spirit to build 
a Rosenwald Fund school would hit a sec­
tion and develop boundless enthusiasm and 
pride. Because the need was greater for 
Negro facilities, a larger portion of Rosen­
wald Fund monies have gone for that pur­
pose. But hundreds of white schools and 
colleges have been beneficiaries, too. 

Julius Rosenwald also believed that the 
finer tradition of the South, among both 
whites and Negroes, called for tolerance and 
understanding. Some of his legacy has been 
devoted to agencies and institutions which 
have as their purpose the fostering of Chris­
tian understanding between the South's 
racial groups. Rosenwald believed that if 
decent white people and decent Negroes 
talked o v e r their common problems and 
common objectives, good would result. 

For the most part the original endowment 
of $30,000,000 left by Rosenwald has been 
expended for education and health work in 
the South. 

Since 1935, $325,000 has been distributed 
to Georgia colleges by the Rosenwald Fund. 
Of this amount $138,000 was given to the 
Fort Valley State College for Negroes, the 
remaining $187,000 was distributed to three 
white state institutions. 

Because he formerly was director of the 
Rosenwald Fund's rural education program, 
J. Curtis Dixon, Vice-Chancellor of the Uni­
versity of Georgia System, has been fired. 
To Eugene Talmadge, Dixon's former asso- l 
elation with this devilish enterprise consti­
tuted evidence per se that Dixon favored 
"racial equality." 

In his pogrom Talmadge has had the sup­
port of only a few yes - men who hope to 
profit from the orgy of ignorance now un­
der way. A heartening example of how some 
Georgians are reacting is the offer of jobs 
in the educational system of Brooks County, 
Georgia, to two of the men who have been 
fired. 

There will be monuments to Julius Ros­
enwald in Georgia long after the name of 
Talmadge has been forgotten. 



1t THE MONTGOMEr: 

Security On The Farm 
Several weeks ago complaints were voiced 

at a Farm Bureau meeting In Marion 
County against what was termed "labor 
snatching" by the I 'arm Security Adminis­
tration. 

It was a news Item on this Incident, a., 

reported by The Marion Times-Standard, 
which led to one of the most heated argu­
ments In the Alabama press for at least 
two moons. 

It was an outgrowth of the debate that 
The Advertiser chose to catalogue itself 
along with a group of newspapers bracketed 
by The Greensboro Watchman as "Eastern 
liberals .... latter-d a y Radicals .•.. Carpet­
baggers." 

The debate wandered into issues unre­
lated in the Perry County issue. But It is not 
too late to review the situation there, since 
the issue involved Is one that gets to the 
heart of some basic Alabama problems. 

To what extent Perry County landlords 

other private enterprises. That, too, is a 
part of the system under which we live. 
The only systems under which men are 
forced to remain In the employ of a par­
ticular Individual are slavery, peonage, and 
the various modern forms of fascism. 

In Alabama 40 per cent of all the tenant 
families In the State, roughly 75,000, move 
each year. This vast army moves along 
our highways In search of new farms, either 
because of the hope of finding greener pas­
tures, or because landlords had hoped to 
find better tenants. · 

THIS, 75,000 FAMILIES IS MORE THAN 
THE FSA COULD PURCHASE FARMS FOR 
IN 100 YEARS AT THE PRESENT RA'}:'E! 

The old system of cotton tenan~y in Ala­
bama, under which more than a third of 
the tenant families moved every year 
whether cotton was worth five cents or 30 
cents has collapsed. It's dead whether those 
who are a part of It are aware of the fact 

are opposed to the fSA, or on exactly what or not. It's dead for two reasons: 
basis, Is still not known. To date there has 1. The "furnishing" merchant, or the 
been no formal statement of complaints, landlord able to furnish his tenants, Is gone. 

1 either by the Farm Bureau there or by any He's busted. He's out of business. He's 
individual farmer, so far as The Advertiser gone with the wind. 

f knows. Nor has there been any clear-cut 2. The haphazard, year-to-year relation-
public statement In opposition to the Farm ship of cotton tenancy will not fit modern , 
Security Administration's program. agriculture. A year-to-year relationship 

But this absence of outspoken opposition will not conserve land, build terraces, grow 
is misleading. In the background there is hogs and cattle, develop dairying, run 

r opposition; there is misunderstanding of fene@s. 
! both the objectives and the methods of the The FSA developed to fill the gap left by 

FSA. It is a mistake on the part of those the vanishing credit merchant, and to do 
who have objections to the FSA not to a lot of other jobs. I t operates on the 
publicly state their objections. If the land- theory that a farm family can be re­
lords of Perry County, or any other county, habilitated cheaper than It can be kept on 
have any complaints against the work of relief. 
the FSA, they should draw up In 1, 2, 3 or- A large portion of Alabama's rural popu­
der the exact reasons for their views In latlon is sick-and sickness Is often mlstak­
order that there might be full discussion en for laziness. Figures released by the 
of the real issues. State Health Department about two years 1 

Alabama is and has been agriculturally ago showed that In at 1 e as t one rural 1 
• 

sick. We take The Greensboro Watchman's county 7 out of every 10 children had hook­
description of the symptoms of this sick- worm. No amount of education will make 
ness: "We have had three straight crop intelllgent, productive human beings of 1 

failures in this section. The land-owners, these children unless they are freed of dis- , 
scores of them, have borrowed up to the ease. And so sickness ls one of the prob- I 
hilt on their property; they have raked and lems the FSA has tackled. I 
scraped every available cent to keep them- The FSA is a combined lending, social 1 • 

selves and their families alive, as well as welfare, and educational agency. It lends ' 
feed the negro tenants on their farms. money, probably not more than $250.00 a !­
They h ave sold off their cattle; they have year on an average, to more than 30,000 
hounded the banks. There has been no Alabama farm families who, under the law, 

'I starvation, but at times there has been a must be in such financial condition that 
/ condition close to It." they are not able to borrow money from 

The harsh, indisputable fact ls that at any other source. 
least 75 per cent of Alabama's farm families This group of farm families, as dlstin­
are worse off economically and socially guished from the small group who are 
than their grandfathers were. Those who helped to buy homes, continue as land 

1 
would doubt this fact can choose any basis renters. The FSA tries to help them get 
they wish ,to argue on-:-mnt1:--oiwrro"Strtir,--rJei.,,..1J-E,...._A flvP-:yPAl' l'Pnt.Al h11"l" In nrnn 
housing, diet, health, recreation, support of that a sensible farm plan may be developed. 
churches-any measure of standard of llv- The FSA has done a great many unusual 
ing that can be catalogued. things. Like any experiment, it has made 

1
• 

Of the land In cultivation In Alabama, many mistakes. (Dr. Ehlerich "wasted" · 
less than one acre out of every five is owned 605 costly, time-consuming experiments be- j 1 
by the men who do the plowing! fore he developed "606" as a cure for 

How Thomas Jefferson would weep at syphilis.) 
such a spectacle! It was Jefferson who saw The FSA has sponsored cooperatives of 
in the "small farmer tilling hi.s own soil" various types-cooperatives to make pos­
the "one certain bulwark of a democracy." slble the purchase of such equipment as 

What about Perry County? syrup mills, combines, and feed grinders, 
In the five-year period from 1935 to 1940, or purebred bulls, or jacks. It has spon­

there were 540 families who were eliminated sored cooperative medical associations un­
from agriculture for one reason or. another der which ordinary medical service is 
in that county. These were families who available for the first time to a large sec­
were "snatched" neither by landlords in tion of the population on a sound basis. It 
need of labor, nor the FSA. has developed planned communities, some 

' 

Prior to the 1940-41 crop year, 19 farmers of which have been disappointing, others 
in Perry County had been loaned m<1ney to of which are pointing to new directions for 
buy farms. This year under the provisions Southern agriculture. It has encouraged 
of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Pur- some 20 or 25 thousand families to pur-
chase Act, 28 landless farmers will have an chase pressure cookers, and loaned them 
opportuni~y to purchase land. A total of 47 money with which to buy them. In In­

stances where a farmer has lot a crop, or a 
leg, the FSA has made grants-a handout, 
that is-in order that the farmer not be­
come a complete casualty or burden on the 
public. 

new farm owners out of 3,781 farm ten­
ants In the county! And that took four 
years! 

How much injury has been done the 
I landowners in Perry County by this phase 
I of the FSA program? 

Well, landowners sold these 41 farms--

I 
and at prices mutually agreed on. Prob­
~bl~ on_e-fourth of_ the to~al tenants bought 

The FSA has loal)ed money at a very low 
rate of Interest to Its clients. Twenty to 
40 per cent Interest rates were a damnable 
millstone up9n those who had to pay them. 
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Security Administration's program. 

But this absence ot outspoken opposition 
is misleading. In the background there Is 
opposition; there Is misunderstanding of 
both the objectives and the methods of the 
FSA. It Is a mistake on the part of those 
who have objections to the FSA not to 
publicly state their objections. If the land­
lords of Perry County, or any other county, 
have any complaints against the work of 
the FSA, they should draw up In 1, 2, 3 or­
der the exact reasons for their views in 
order that there might be full discussion 
of the real Issues. 

Alabama is and has been agriculturally 
sick. We take The Greensboro Watchman's 
description of the symptoms of this sick­
ness: · "We have had three straight crop 
failures in this section. The land-owners, 
scores of them, have borrowed up· to the 
hilt on their property; they have raked and 
scraped every available cent to keep them­
selves and their families alive, as well as 
feed the negro tenants on their farms. 
They have sold off their cattle; they have 
hounded the banks. There has been no 

1starvation, but at times there has been a 

-••-r -• __ .,., __ •-••-••-f# ••-.. _..,v ... ., ._.,.._._..,,.., 

agriculture. A year-to-year relationship 
will not conserve land, build terraces, grow 
hogs and cattle, develop dairying, run • 
fences. 

The FSA developed to fill the gap left by 
the vanishing credit merchant, and to do 
a lot of other jobs. It operates on the 
theory that a farm f am i l y can be re­
habilitated cheaper than it can be kept on 1 

relief. 
A large portion of Alabama's rural popu­

lation is sick-and sickness is often mistak-
en for laziness. Figures released by the 
State Health Department about two years 
ago showed that in at 1 e as t one rural 1 

• 

county 7 out of every 10 children had hook­
worm. No amount of education will make 
intelligent, productive human beings of 
these children unless they are freed of dis- , 
ease. And so sickness is one of the prob- I 
!ems the FSA has tackled. I 

The FSA is a combined lending, social I 
welfare, and educational agency. It lends l 

money, probably not more than $250.00 a i­
year on an average, to more than 30,000 , 

Alabama farm families who, under the law, 
must be in such financial condition that 

condition close to it." they are not able to borrow money from 
The harsh, indisputable fact fs that at any other source. 

least 75 per cent of Alabama's farm families This group of farm families, as distin­
are worse off economically and socially guished from the small group who are 
than their grandfathers were. Those who helped to buy homes, continue as land 
would doubt this tact can choose any basis renters. The FSA tries to help them get 
they wish ,to argue on. flvP-Y"RT TPnt.Al b11<1L<i in nT<IPT 

housing, diet, health, recreation, support of that a sensible farm plan may be developed. 
churches-any measure of standard of Uv- The FSA has done a great many unusual 
ing that can be catalogued. things. Like any experiment, it has made ,~ 

Of the land in cultivation in Alabama, many mistakes. (Dr. Ehlerich "wasted" j 
less than one acre out of every five Is owned 605 costly, time-consuming experiments be- 1 
by the men who do the plowing! fore he developed "606" as a cure for 

How Thomas Jefferson would weep at syphilis.) 
such a spectacle! It was Jefferson who saw The FSA has sponsored cooperatives of 
in the "small farmer tilling his own soil" various types-cooperatives to make pos­
the "one certain bulwark of a democracy." sible the purchase of such equipment as 

What about Perry County? syrup mills, combines, and feed grinders, 
In the five-year period from 1935 to 1940, or purebred bulls, or jacks. It has spon­

there were 540 families who were eliminated sored cooperative medical associations un-
from agriculture for one reason or.another 
in that county. These were families who 
were "snatched" neither by landlords In 
need of labor, nor the FSA. 

Prior to the 1940-41 crop year, 19 farmers 
in Perry County had been loaned mctney to 
buy farms. This year under the provisions 
of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Pur­
chase Act, 28 landless farmers will have an 
opportunity to purchase land. A total of 47 
new farm' owners out of 3,781 farm ten­
ants in the county! And that took four 
years! 

How much injury has been done the 
landowners in Perry County by this phase 
of the FSA program? 

Well, landowners sold these 41 farms-­
and at prices mutually agreed on. Prob­
ably one-fourth of the total tenants bought 
lands they were already farming, so as fat 
as these were concerned the landlord "lost" 
both his land and his tenants. 

For the 28 farms available this year, the 
FSA had 140 applications from tenants, The 
Advertiser is informed. 

Montgomery real estate operators have 
lost a great many tenants, too. The hous­
ing projects, the FHA home-building pro­
gram, the HOLC-these have taken renters 
from private property owners. The total ls 
far greater , relatively, than the number of 
tenants "snatched" by the FSA. 

There have been complaints, although 
The Advertiser recalls no effective local 
complaints. It is generally recognized that 
it is in the public interest for people in 
cities to own homes if possible, to have de­
cent homes to rent if they remain renters. 

Attitudes and patterns of living have not 
changed a great deal in the South's rural 
Black Belt. It is true, as The Watchman 
contends, that landlords will go in debt to 
"furnish" tenants. It ls equally true that 
there are business enterprises scattered all 
over Alabama today which are on the verge 
of bankruptcy, and which yet pay their 
employes on Saturday nights. Paying 
hired labor is not a sign of martyrdom, nor 
even philanthropy. It is part of the capi­
talistic economy under which we live. 

In recent weel{s the goverm;nent has 
~ired several Advertiser employes. Busi­
nesses throughout the State have lost men 
who accepted government jobs, or jobs with 

der w h 1 c h ordinary medical service is 
available tor the first time to a large sec­
tion of the population on a sound basis. It 
has developed planned communities, some 
of which have been dlsappalnting, others 
of which are pointing to new directions for 
Southern agriculture. It has encouraged 
some 20 or 25 thousand families to pur­
chase pressure cookers, and loaned them 
money with which to buy them. In In­
stances where a farmer has lot a crop, or a 
leg, the FSA has made grants-a handout, 
that is-In order that the farmer not be­
come a complete casualty or burden on the 
public. 

The FSA has loaned money at a very low 
rate of interest to its clients. Twenty to 
40 per cent interest rates were a damnable 
millstone upon those who had to pay them. 
Those who were providing this type of 
credit could not have charged less-as the 
experience of the FSA has proved. If any 
other proof were needed, there is the rec­
ord of bankruptcy which has characterized,.,;'. 
the furnishing merchant business for th t _"· 
last ten years. 

The FSA is one of several agencies which 
are subsidizing American agriculture In an 
attempt to keep it alive. It Is endeavoring 
to find adjustments to problems which go 
back beyond the 'thirties, back to the be­
ginning of agriculture in this nation. 

This job is not intended to injure any 
individual, or group of Individuals. It is 
designed to help a particular group of hu­
man beings. In the process other human 
beings may be Inconvenienced slightly. The 
landowners of Perry County, If they do 
have the Interest in the tenant population 
they claim, will not allow an Inconvenience 
to in.terfere with the salvaging of human 
beings. 

GROWING FENCE POSTS 
An Interesting and, It seems to us, a construc­

tive suggestion Is contained In a letter from J. 
Lawrence McCord, of Atlanta., published In the 
Republic of Letters column. 

Mr. McCord believes that the planting of slash 
pine trees along Georgia's roads and highways 
would In time turnlsh cattlemen with Inex­
pensive posts !or fences to keep the cattle off 
the highway. This plan he.s been tried out by 
McCord Brothers on their farms In Butts County 
e.nd the tree8 planted , five yea.rs ago are now 
large enoug,h to support strings of barbed wire. 
Not only will the trees thus planted serve a 
useful purpose In the future but while growing 
they will beautify the highways. We comm~nd 
Mr. McCord's letter to the attention o! our 
readcrs.-AtJanta Journal. 
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Mr. Gould M. Beech 
Alabuma POIJ IZelmto i m ltt ute 

April 9,1941 

Auburn, Alabama 

Sorry to inform you the Colllmittee found it impossible to 

grant your rec:uest. 

Rosenr.ald 1\md MLU 
4901 Ellis Drex 7100 

Gearge M. P.eynold!J 

TIME FILED 



April 7, 1941 

Mr. George Reynolds 
Direct or of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

: GMR 
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Dear Mr. Reynolds: . ---
I am considering two or three opportunities for jobs 
and would like to be able to make some definite com­
mitment in the very near future. If it is in keeping 
with the policy of the Fellowship Committee will you 
please wire me at my expense as soon as the final de­
cisions of t he Fellowship Committee a re made rega rd­
less of whether or not my application was accepted. 

This favor will be a big help to me in making my plans. 
I will appreciate this accommodation. 

Yours very truly, 

;; ~ iA. ~ 
/ G~uld M. Beech 

J 
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Januarv 13, 1941 

LJr. Leorge M. Reynolds, Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 

1< ~ () 
4901 ~llis nvenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

My dear vr . Reynol ds : 

l'1e are today ma; l inCI' wder separate cover 
our confj de11tia l reports on Mr. uoultj Beegh and for. JacJ.· l!.arl 

, Kendrick , candidates for fellowsh ips. • 

SincP I r an.ember very pleasantly rneet'ing 
you at the Conference of Southern Gr adus.te J.Jeans in Ll.e11phis in 
the fall , and the very int eresting discussion that we had, I 
am taking the liberty of writing you a personal letter con cern­
in.c; these young mrm. 

lfr. l\endrick is a ver y fine teachPr a.,d a 
man wi th disti nct possibiliti es . In writin& our r ecommendatfons 
we have indicated the need a-:. t his institution of taking our good 
young men and building them up for wider service here . .,.,e be]j eve 
that t his is the soundest policy whi ch we can pursue in t he light 
of our financial lindtations. We would, therefore , like to tell 
you personally t hat i'..t.r. Kendrick is one of the more promising 
young teachers in our instjtuticn and that we so recommend him 
to you. 

i-ir. Gould Beech is anot her you,1g man of broad 
vision and great possibilities. I think th.at he has out lined a 
study that may point t he way whereby we may make the work of this 
instituticn among the people of this state more effective . I know 
both of these youngsters personally and ha·11e worl<e d with them 
ertough to have an i ntimate knovdedge of 'their character and abUity. 
I recommend Mr . Beech to vo u just as hi ghly a s I have r e commended 
wr. Kend r i ck . Mr . neech has done an excelle'"lt job as editorial 
writer for the bir.ni:,gham News an~ the Montg~mery Advertiser. He 
has had broad experience with our .Extensi on ~ervice in a gr icultural 
j ournalism, attacking the ver f probl em of how to take the f i ndings 

J 

....____J 
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J\uhurn. J\lubi,imn 

Dr. George M. Reynolds 
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of sci entific research and convert them into the language of the 
man on the farm. J>t present he is teaching Jour nalism here in the 
place of a man who is en leave for further gr aduate study. His 
real field of interest , however, is that, of practical sociology. 
11e are int erested in combinine- the work of our agri cultural eccnomi cs 
research staff and our department of economics and sociology, of our 
School of Science a nd Lit er ature, i nt, one coordinated program of 
research and teaching in which more enphasi s may be placed on meet ­
i ng the actual needs of t he people of .H.labama . Vie think that 
i.,r. Beech wou.l ::1. fit well into a depart,:nent of th' s kind and that. 
his findings , if his research is at all succPssful , would be most 
useful to us. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely vours , 

, 

K /1 ~ 4---, ,__t -·· - \ 

R. B. Draughon / 
Executive Secretary 

RBD:PH 

J 



FELLOVvSl-H PS 

December 9, 1940 

Dear Mr. Beechs In response to your note ot the 
5th I am sending you a set ot 

application blanks. We have found it advisable 
to ask F.oserrG"ald Fund Fellows to file completely 
ne~ applications if a period of years has elapsed 
since their fello~ships were awarded. Will you, 
therefore, please supply all of the material re­
quested in the blank? 

'the d-ead line in your case will 
have to be .Tamary 5. 'nle February 15 date applies 
only to those who are now working under a Fund grant. 

Mr, feuld M ,8eac)] 
ffox 1.56 
Auburn, Alabama 

Very truly yours, 

G~012E M. REYNOLOS 
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Fellowship Committee 
Julius Rosenwald Furrl 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill . 

Dear Sirs : 

FELLC)WSi-l 1 PS 

Auburn , Ala . 
Dec . i5, 1940 

Please send me application blanks and information 
on the 1941 series of fellowships avail.able for 
white Southerners. 

I would like to know also whether the date for• 
submitting apPlications is tba same for both 
new applicants and for persons who have he 1d 
fellowships previously . 

Your· s truly , 

f~~~~ -ox 36 44 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Will W. Alexa nder 
Vice· President 

William C . Haygood 
Secreta ry 

Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Comptroller 

FELLO'i✓SHIPS 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
490 I Ellis Avenue 

,_ GMR 

1 

Octobe~ 25, 1940 

M. O . 8ousfield, M .D. 
Director for Negro Health 

Geo rg e M. Reynol,ds 
Director for F,ellowships 

Fre d G . Wale 
Auociate for Rural Education 

Dear Mr. Beech : One further questi on regard­

ing your present post: are 

you devoting ful l time to your teaching schedule , 

or are you also continuing in the post as exten­

sion editor? A note at the bottom of t he page 

will give me al l the informat ion I need. 

Very truly yours, 

Se~~~ 
Mr. , Gould M. Beech 
A1Aba1na Pofyte"cfu.hfc Insti tute 
Box 136 
Auburn, Alabama 

I am devoting full time to teaching , but 
am attempt i n g to devote some time to inde ­
pend ent a rt ic le writing • 
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Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Edwin R. Embree 

President 

Marqaret S. Simon 
Secretary 

+901 E l l is Avenue 

CI-HCAGO 

NEGRO HE1~LTH 

Directo,· 
M.O. Bousfielld,M.D. 

Consultants 
Franklin C.McLean,M.D. D.A.Elvidqe 

Comptrol ler September 25 , 1940 Clifford E.Waller,M.D., U.S.P.H.S. 

Dear Mr. Beech: Our trustees have a continuing interest in the 
work and progress of those who have held 

Rosenwald Fund fellowships , and we are now in the process of prepar­
ing a report f or the fall meeting . We will greatly appreciate your 
bringing us up to date on your career since you were awarded a fellow-­
ship, and to expedite your furnishing this information we have listed 
several questions at the bottom of the page . Will you please answer 
these and return this sheet to us at your earliest convenience? 

If there has been no change in your status since 
you gave us information last fall , simply write "no change 11 at the 
bottom of the sheet and return it to us in the enclosed envelope . 

Mr . Gou~ !nl@fth~, 
AfaSa:lfa7~nsion Service 
Box 136 
Auburn, Alabama 

Very truly yours , 

,, - -~.,,..... ~ 1:;:4,-....,.,........-..... .,, 
Director for Fellow~hips 

Present position: Instructor in English ( journa 11am), AlallameL 
Polytechnic Institute, Auburn, Ala. 

Address : BOX 136, Auburn, Ala• 

Have you received a promotion or a salary increase since your fellow­
ship was awarded? Yes. 

Degrees r eceived during and since your award, with dates : None. 

Publications , if any: Education of a Mi nority, article in 
October, 1939, issue of Survez Graphic. 

Special honors or activities: 
J 

General remarks: Whatever degree of effect 1venes~/) f may --■rn 
achieve in irnproving human welfare in the Southjwill be 
due in large measure to the period ot study nu:tde poss ible 
by a Rosenwald Fund fellowship. 



••bruary s, 1940 

Deer Gould: Thank you ever so much for your 
good letter with all the dope 

about the Tuskegee project. I do hope the1t they 
will straighten it out. It iseeas to us too that 
Roberts is one of the better people, and it would 
be a shame to have hiJD eet licked after he has 
tried so hard and done so auch. l can't think 
of & thing more that you could do except pray. 

ISS:McK 

Mr. Gould •• Beech 
Box 156 
Auburn, ilabaa 

Very t ruly yours, 

MARGARET s. StMON 

J 

Q 



ALABAMA POLYTECHNIC INSTITU T E 
AND UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 

OF AGRICULTURE COOPERATING 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
President 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Mr . EniJree: 

I can appreciate your point--about tb3 vacancy. It 
was, however, better to have been considered and 
eliminated tban not to have been considered at all. 

Age is the ori, qualification whicll we can a 11 look 
f orward to overcoming in tre natural course of events. 
Twenty-six and "going on 2711

, I have been confronted 
with the problem of age before and hence am not dis­
appoint ed. 

It is possible, e ven probable, that t~ decision was 
not only best for the Fund but best for me. For tbl 
immediate future it would have ma ant taking up a work 
which is more vital and st1mulatiI:8 than t.t:e tasks which 
now occupy my time. Looking beyond, however, I can see 
tmt my present i:,eth may eventually lead to more effective 
outlets for whatever ability I may l:llve. 

Please think of 118 if there is any writing to be doll:') 
in this area. While I have not seen my copy of the 
FSA manuscript for some time, it occurs to me that it 
might be 'I\Orthwhile for ~ to check over it and see 
wmther some of the JJBterial could be adapted for use 
in magazine article form. If such 1.s tm case I will 
ask for your counsel if I discover any speci.fic part 
that shows promise. 

Thanks again ror the most pleasant visit to Chicago . 



FELLC 

January 16, 1940 

Dear Mr. Beech: Thank you for your good letter which I 
have delayed answering until t he dust 

of the holid.q festivities aettl.ed a little. It was a 
pleasure to have t .he days with you and to talk with you 
about your work and t he plans and propoN.ls of the Fund. 

As to the post itself, we have been 
tallcing to a nu:nber of possible candidates. While •e are a 
long way yet from an appointment, we have reached a general 
agreement that we shall probably want a somewhat older man. 
We need a good deal of maturiey in the central office. And 
t he several di visions, any one of which the J uni.or execu­
tive officer may be asked to take over temporarily in t he 
absence oft.he chief, call for abilities which usually 
come only •1th long experience. "Jy natural inclinations 
are for youth and enthusiasm. .But after studying this 
particular situation pretty careful]¥ I am afraid 1 am 
going to have t o ai de with the elders. 

I am glad that this question gave us 
a chance to beco%e better acquainted. fie shall think of 
you as one who is pushing the causes in which we are in­
terested, whether you are officially &seociat ed with us or 
not. And I hope our acquaintance and our contacts may 
increase and multi.pl.; as t he years go on. 

ERE:JW 

~. Gould I. Beech 
Box 156 
Auburn, Alabama 

Very truly yours, 



Mss I , s s-.)-- : 
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GOULD M. BEECH 
FE __ LO · 

- -j-fs _ _ _ ~ _\) __ AUBURN, ALABAMA 

January 12, 1940 \ =-.,1--~ -•- '°_ L • o r ~~ j 
: I /J,.Y '1-J,L ~ ('_, ~· fa-{ ~~,,~~c.. ( 
~ ~ ar Jim and Margaret, ~ 1 

A belated thanks for your many kindnesses while I was in 
Chicago. It was nice being with you both. 

When you are in Alabama again do plan to stop in Auburn 
and let's visit the Holtville school which is located 
about twenty-five miles from here. Further inquiry con­
vinces me that it is the most significant spot in the 
state. Apparently it has u blossomed without outside 
stimulation into the type of school the community needs. 
There is a strong emphasis upon cooperative effort, the 
school owns a linotype machine and puts out its o,vn 
paper, it has sponsored a cooperative community refrigera­
tor and has a course in beauty culture. 

I have had a long talk with Roberts about the Soil Con­
servation project near Tuskegee. He is more optimistic. 
In the neo.r future a conmittee of big-wigs from Washing­
ton is coming down to survey the situation. He gives credit 
for this move to the pressure put on Vlashington by the 
Fund and others. He reports better cooperation from the 
Tuskegee officials. 

Frqm what I can gather these are the f actors that have 
caused trouble: 

1. The nature of the project. It seems that there is a 
conflict in ideology. The old-line policy-makers are 
not interested in the human factors in land-use. More­
over, the project is a stepchild of the s.c.s., having 
come to it through the devious route of Resettlement to 
FSA to Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The project is 
not alone in this category, being one of a number that 
have gone the same route. 

2. The race issue. This has resulted in an apathetic 
attitude on the part of some persons who might have given 

· ass istance. However, one of the original sponsors of the 
project, according to Roberts, was L. N. Duncan, president 
of Auburn. 

3. The past attitude of Tuskegee Institute. There appears 
to be more enthusiasm on the part of Institute officials 
and the Negro officials of u other agricultural agencies. 
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GOULD M, BEECH 

BOX 136 

AUBURN, ALABAMA 

4. Decrease in the funds available for this type of work. 
This m would not account for as severe a cut in allotment 
as the project suffered, but has made its situation more 
difficult. 

5. Roberts is one of the ablest and most vigorous men in 
his field. His determination and vision have been and 
will be ma jor factors in whatever success the project 
enjoys. At the same time his courage and aggressiveness 
have been handicaps. Regardless of his color, he would 
have had the same problem--federal bureaus do not en­
courage these qualities in any man. 

( ~her from him nor from other conversations have I seen 
any .evidences of racial opposition from here at Auburn. 
If there is any trouble on this point, it is one of apathy 
and is apparently in the same category as the apathy which 
has prevailed ink the past at Tuskegee. 

Whether there is anything that can be done before the com­
mittee from Washington comes, I do not know. I did under­
stand that if Washington officials can be convinced, the 
prospects are that the project will go forward to com­
pletion. 

If you think of anything else that I might do, please 
let me know. And don't forget your promise to stop by 
here. As you know Auburn, Tuskegee and the Holtville 
school are ti within a half hour's drive of each other. 
Mary and I want you to stay with us when you are in 
these parts. 

Sincerely, 

/ ~ ~r 

J 



GOULD M. BEECH 
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Mr. Edwin .I:(.• ]m])ree, Pres i dent Jf!'S 
Julius -"osenwald Fund 
4901 E111s Avenue · 
Chicago, Ill. 

De3.r Mr. ~brae: 

Dec • .21:3, 1939 -

1--v' ~ - \l, -
~ 

. ~ 

! _j _ _ _ 

A ten-day siege of Chicago flu, the necessity of doing a 
month's work in t wo weeks, and Christraa~ made it impossible 
for me to collect my thoughts and write the kind of letter I 
wanted t o write before nov,. 

The opportunity to spend some time with you and members 
of the staff at the headquarters of the Fund was one that I 
had looked forward to for a long time. My sincere thanks for 
making it possible. 

I am definitely interested in the vacancy, and if my quali­
fications justify would like to be kept on the list of prospects. 
If agreeable with you I will be able to give a definite answer 
for my part by the end of January. Meanwhile it seems proper 
to give you some additional information about myself. 

I am famili~r with the objectives and methods of the Fund 
and, to a degree, with its history. My interest in its work 
preceded my fellowship. As one of its beneficiaries I already 
have a feeling of loyalty to it as an institution and to its 
objectives. 

Since the Fund's work among Negroes occupies such an impor­
tant part of the whole program, it is probably in order to go 
more into detail on this point. I have been keenly sensitive 
to the relationship between Negroes anll whites in the South, 
having family ties in a typical Blackbelt county and having 
lived in various types of Southern communities. I think that I 
am aware of the folb~ays; I hope that I have been freed of blind 
conformance with them. 
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For five years I read a large number of Southern newspapers 
continuously and am familiar with most of them of any consequence, 
in addition to having many personal. contacts among newspaper men. 
There should be an advantage in having a member of the staff 
handle newspaper releases directly. It is difficult for an out­
sider to get the "feel" of his subject when handling publicity; 
it is also difficult for insiders who have not had newspaper 
experience to recognize all of the opportunities for stories. 
I know th~t the F\llld is not seeking publicity on a volume basis, 
but a sound program of information about its work and the needs 
it is seeking to fill is desirable -- in my opinion. I am familiar 
with the techniques involved in handling newspaper releases. For 
example, the matter of knowing the regional filing points of the 
AP and UP in releasing fellowship announcements. JU so, knowing 
the papers vm.ich have Sunday magazine sections v.hich would be 
apt to carry lengthy feuture stories on the Fund 1a program. 

As I said before, I have been an interesteu spectator of the 
educational machinery in the South. ihrough my connection in 
Troy, in an informal way at the Southern regional. workshop sponsor­
ed by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondar-; Schools 
at Chapel Bill the past SWICller, and through personal contacts 
with educational leaders and teachers I have had opportunities for 
firsthand study. 

In adtli tion to working in lrlontgomery, Bi:rmingham, Troy, and 
here at .huburn, I have lived for a time at Tusca1oosa, in ~aldwin 
County on the Gulf coast, in Greene County in the Blackbelt, in 
Jac~son County in North Alabama, and in Anniston, a small indus­
trial town. Moving around as I have has ma.de it possible for me 
to become acquainted with most of the types of persons to be 
found in the South. 

For your information I am including the names of the following 
persons under whom I have worked or ,vi th whom I have had sufficient 
contacts for them to qualify as references: 

Harry M. ~ers, publishers, 'Ib.e ~iston ~ar, Anniston, Ala. 

Grover C. Hall, editor, The Montgomery Advertiser. 

james E. <.,)urppell, preai dent, . The Bir.ningham News-Age-Herald 
Company. 

A.H. Colline, State Superintendent of Education, Montgomery, 
Ala. 
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Mildred R. Mell, Agnes Scott College, Atlanta, Ga. 
(Rosenwald Fellow at ~ apel Hill the same yea r I was there) 

Lister Hill, U.S. ~enutor. 

Hugo Black, Justice, U.S. Supreme Court. 

Hov1ard W. Vdum, Ch_apel Hill. 

Rupert Wance, Chapel Hill. 

T. M. Campbell, Extension Service, Tuskegee Institute. 

F. D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute. 

C. B. Smith, Pres i dent, i:>tate 1'eachers College, Troy, Ala. 

john Temple Graves, II, The ~irmingham .tt.ge-Herald. 

Richard c. Roster, President, University of Alabama, Tusca­
loosa, Ala. 

I have not and will not discuss the matter with any of the 
above believing that you have, or have a ccess to, sufficient 
information about me to arrive at a decision v;,ithout being 
influenced by recommendations solicited by me. 

In the event I did establish a connection vn.th the FUild I 
would undertake the work with enthusiasm. I can assure you that 
as its r epresentative I woulli under stand the necessity of not 
being influenced by prior connections 1;t th persons or ins ti tu­
tions in making recommendations. 

I did not ask what sal ary the position paid in our previous 
conversation, believing that the amoUJ1t would be sufficient to 
maintc;.in a standard of 11 ving expected of a representative of the 
Fund. However, if you feel that it would be proper I would like 
to know the amo\lllt the position carries. 

One ot the primary concerns is tbe prospect of lengthy sepa­
r ations which l mentioned. Should our income permit Mary and I 
to travel together a part of the time it would be a considerable 
incentive. Lest you be apprehensive ovel' the possibility that 
my v.-ork would be hampered by having he r with me I would say that, 
on the contr~ry, my effectiveness is increased. She has had 
stenographic experience and when vdth me would make it possible to 
write more and to write while impressions in the field were still 
vivid. Furthermore, she shares my interests and enthusiasms. 
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Regardles s of the outcome of the search for the proper 
person to fill the vtt.cancy, I am l ooki ng fon1ard to the oppor­
t unity to do some of the writing ~e discussed. It also occurred 
to me that Mr. Reynolds might like for me to check on some ot 
the fellowship applicants from this area from time to time. 

I t hank you for both your personal and offici al interest and 
hospitality, and for the expression of confidence which led to 
your considering me for the vacancy. 
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TELEGRAM OROINARY 

DAV URGENT 
LITTER X RAT( WESTERN ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 
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Nrr-NCOMB CARLTON J, C. WILLl?VltR tl':lftSITlitted u a telean,mor R.B.WHITE 
ordin11ry ('abt«nm PREeU OENT CHAIRMAN OJII" TME DOARO FIA8T VICl!!!:• P"E.SICIE.NT 

Send the following message, ,ubiect lo the term, on bac~ hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 
.. e,. 

Mr . Goul i Beecb • 
llabama xt ensi on Serv ce 
Alabama Polytechnic Inst i tute 
Auburn, Alabama 

November 28, 1959 

WOULD IT BE POSSI BLE YOU COME CHICAGO NEAR FUTURE TO DI SCUSS 
VARIOUS PHASES OF FUND PROGRAMS? DECEMBER 18 t o 20 MOST 
CONVENI ENT DAYS FOR US. I F THESE DATES I MPOSSI BLE WI LL 
YOU SUGGEST OTHERS? OF COURSE WE MEET EXPENSES. 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 

McK 

TIME FILED 
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VICTOR H.HANSON 
CHAIRMAN OF THI!: l!!IOAAO 

THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS CO .. 
PFtOPRIE:.TO~S 

©ht i1irminghnnt Nenr_s 
THE BIRMINGHAM AGE-HERALD 

EVENING-MORNI N G- SUNDAY 

Mr . George Heynolds 
Di rector of Fellowships 
Julius rlosenwald Fund-
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Ill . 

Dear i't1r . tteyno ld s : 

THE SouTH's GREATEST NEWSPAPERS 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

April 1, 1939 

I= GMR 

I ,-'- -
LL~--~ ,,-..-.._.__,. _ ___ "-----J. 

When I received a request for a r e ~ort of my activitie s 
some months ago , I was in the h~~P €al at Tusca l oosa , Rla. , 
where I had gone for an appendicitis operation. At that 
t i me I understood that the purpose for which the report 
was to be used v,as a meet i ng which would have ta t!:en place 
some weeks before my recuperation . I had previously made 
a preliminary report to accompany an a pplication for a 
renewal of my fellowship . 

I hope t riat my fa ilure to make a report sooner will not 
be taken as an i ndication of lack of appreciation on my 
part . If the r e is any informat ion you need which is not 
covered i n the enclosed report , please notify me and I 
wi 11 comply immediate l y . 

I ;1 ould like to expre s s again my sincere appreciation of 
the opportunity which the Fund gave me . Please call on 
me at any time that you think my cooperation would advance 
the purposes of the Fund . 

I send my warmest 1jersonal rega r d t o you , and I hope that 
you are meeting with the fullest measure of success in 
your work dith the Fund . 

Yours truly , 

Jr~~ 
I' Jf ,. 

...._J_ 



Julius Hosenwald :Bund 
Fellowship Committee 

Report submitted by Gould Beech 

The fellow ship awarded me for the year 1937 -38 enabled 

me to do g raduate ~-1ork at tre University of North Carolina fo r 

a year . My a pplication was approved on the basis tlll:l t a year 

of i ntensive study of social and economic problems of particular 

significance to the South would equ ip me for more effective 

service in the field of journalism. 

My course of study i ncluded wo rk inm the major f ields 

of sociology , economics and history . Among the specia l topi cs 

covered were: 

A detailed study of Dr . Howard ',"J . Odum I s tt Southern Regions 

of the United States • 11 

The Negro and race re lat ions . 

Soc 1.a 1 and economic hi story of the South since 1 877 . 

Labor economics , labor relation s and the history o f 

labor organization in the South, with pa r ticula r emphasis upon the 

relation of t hese studies to the contemporary problems of the region . 

My plan of work d id not contemplat e a research project i n 

any particular field . Hov,ever , I have undertaken preliminary 

st udies on a few probloms , i ncluding : A survey of the extent and 

causes of wage differentials between the various regions of the 

United S1.. ates; a study of mixed Negro-white - Indian groups which 

have g iven rise to a tri - racial situation i i so~~ 30 ~outhe rn 

counties ; a limited survey of the curriculum reVljsion movement 



in the ~outheast and the , ffort to adapt the educati onal processes 

to the needs of various po pulation g roups; and a survey of the work 

being done by the Farm jecurity Administration in rehabilitating 

low- income farmers in the region. 

The study of the Neg ro -white - Indian groups was published 

in the Alabama Social We l fare magazine and reprinted in the Alabama 

Educational Journal . The study of educational trends and. the prog ram 

of the Farm Security Administration was undertalen in collaboration 

with Mr. Edwin rl . Embree , president of t he Fund , Dr . './i 11 W. 

Alexander , director of the 1•
1SA , and Dr . Charles S . Johnson, of 

Fisk University . Some of the mat erial is i ncluded in a small 

volume , "A Second Recons t. ruction , 11 which I understand is scheduled 

for publication . 

After leaving the University of Nor th Carolina , I spent 

three months at State Teachers College , Troy , Ala ., where I part ­

icipated in a series of forum studies on Southern problems as a 

visiting member of the faculty . Durine this period I lectured 

on such subjects as race relations , farm tenancy , industrial rela ­

tions and rural health . 

On Sept . 15 , 1938, I joined the staff of The Birmingham 

News in the capacity of assi stant editor. The pe riod of study 

·Nhich the_ fellow ship made possible has enabled me to devote most 

of my time here to the writ i ng of edi t orials on problems of current 

interest in the South . From time to time I have accepted invitations 

to talk before various groups and orgunizations . 

From a personal standpoint , the fellowsh~p period has 

resulted in a substantial increase in my earning capacity . In a 
I 

.,. 



large r sense , the fellowshi p has made possible a more effective 

cont ribution to the general we l fare of the South t h an 1 coul d 

have · made otherwise . I will continue to be conscious of my 

responsibility to do whatever is in my power for t he i mprovement 

of mankind . Any contribut ion which I may have made , or may make 

in t he future will be due in large measure to the period of study 

made possible through the generosity of the Fund . 

Yours truly , r~~u_ 



Karch Sl,, 19?'>9 

Dear Mr. Beech, I have read with a great deal 
of interest t he proposal in 

your letter of March '2.7. Unfortunately, we ha.ve 
found it iapoaeible to consider tile great number 
of requests tor assistance in indivil ual studies 
or efforts except through our regular tellowahip 
prograa. You know that program since you hii.ve 
been a part of it. I aa not sure that your 
present propoe&l would fit into a fellowship and I 
expect the next considerations - almost a year 
hence - would be too late to help. I aa aorry to 
be ao discouraging, tor the proJect 1ou have in 
:ain~ ie really exciting. 

I have been hearing many good 
things or 7ou and your work. Congratulations and 
best wishes. 

Very truly yours,, 

EREaJW E'DWlN R. EMijRff 
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Send the/ollo'Ding mu,age, auhJ«t to the temv on b~ he-/, which ore herel,g a,reed to 

Mr. Gould Beech 
Bir:rdng!tma lfc .1s -. 
Bir~ingha:gi. Al abama 

DAY LETTER FELLOV\,SHt s 
March 31, l9i9 

May 'l;e pl ease have report of your activity during fell owship and 
ant r esults of that study for r eport t o Trustees, by April 5? 

Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Elli s Drex 7100 U.U 

George ~-~. Reynolds 
Rosenwald Fund 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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Mr . Edwin R. Embree 
President 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Ill. 

Dear Mr . Embree : 

{)JJv/ilAtJ.A 

::-------

I presume you received a copy of 11 A Second Reconst ruction11 

some time ago . I hope it met with your a pproval . 

I am not famiJ!.ar wi th the policies of tbe Fund 
to g rants to individua:1$ for special projects . 
t he following proposition in the hope there is 
that you may see fit to support it . 

in regard 
I am outli ning 
a prospect 

Probabl y you are already famiJiar with the work t h at is 
being done in Coffee County , Alabama , by the Farm Security 
Administration . I believe it is generally agreed that this 
county and Greene County , Georgia, are the most significant 
in the South i n that the programs now und~rway will provide 
some indication of the prospects of rehabilitating the 
depre s sed rural areas of tbe region . 

I n 193~ the Resettlement Administration began an intensive 
program in Coffee Count y , i ncluding support for agricultural 
rehabilitation, various types of cooperatives , educational 
facilities , recreational facilities and health work . At 
t hat time t he county was in as bad shape as any in filabama . 
The Federa l Land Bank ovmed one farm out of every five , and the 
Resettlament Administration purcha se d all of its holdings . 
Floods had taken a heavy toll , and the fact that 62 per cent 
of the children i n the county had hookworm is an i ndication 
o f the general level of living . 

I understand that today a pproximat ely 400 families scattered 
over the county are being financed by t he FSA- -over half of 
t hem l i ving on i mproved farms with 1ew-ly -c~n&tpucte~ hoQes . 

That portion of the land held by thd gov~rn'-e~t and found to 
be sub-marg i nal has been turned ove~ to the ; iapd utilization 
section of tbe Bureau of r1.gricultur~l Economf1 s for devel9pment . 

I~ J .,, 
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Five a:ooperative canni ng associat i ons costing an average of 
$2 , 200 have been e stablished in separate co:m!1mnitie s . 

New school build i ngs , i nc .1udi ng vocatio1.al units , have been 
bu ilt by the FSA . 

The Coffee County Medical As sociation , a cooperative with 
307 members , has been i n operation for 18 months . The 
county medica l association voted unani iousl y to continue to 
£art icipate in the p lan after the first year of operat ion . 
tis hoped that next year membe rship wi ll be open to all 

farm fami lies in the county . 

The county ha s an a l ert , progressive superi ntendent of 
educ ation who is t aki ng advantage of the present opportunities 
t o the fullest extent . 

There is an active , effective county council of worke rs 
composed of repr esentat ives of the va rious agencies--hea lth , 
agricultura l, e ducatior,al , and gove rnment al . 

From these bri e f facts it can be seen t hat this county , which 
is typi cal of like area s all ove r the ~outh , is going through 
a significant transition p~riod . However , it i s not enough 
to survey the mechanics of what is tal~ing pla ce . \'ihat is 
most sign i f i cant is the change that is taking place in the 
att itudes and living habi t s of the inhabitants . ·iiill t hey 
take advantage of' such opportunities as artificially developed 
cooperatives? Can t hey adapt these and other advantages to 
their pe rmanent needs? Is leadership being developed? If 
federa l support were suddenly withdrawn , what permanent good 
ui ll have been accomplished? 

The story is not one that the casual reporter Wi th notebook 
in hand could get . It would require time and patience . 
But the story is one that should be told . In vi ew of t he 
uncerta inty a s to Hhat will happen after the next national 
election , the countyy must be i nformed of the nature and value 
of such work . In addition , it is essential that an objective 
study and appraisal of what is taking place be mad e as soon 
as po s s i b le • 

I would liKe to undo;;}rtake this job . Hh Bjt I ;lfiave in mind is t o 
get a job teaching an a junior or s1nior, hi$.h ,school and remai 
for a year . Only by becoming a par ~ of the ff]f1!nunity cou:).d one 

.,, 
....__,_ __, ..______j 
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gather t he vital data that is available . The t eacher has an 
easy entree into the l i fe of a community and can observe the 
peopl e when they are "off g11ard . " 

With the background and experi ence that I have bad , I believe 
I am capable of telling this story vividl y , yet factually . 
The material could be used in a volume of approximately the 
same s i ze as "The Collapse of Cotton Tenancy . " Parts of it 
could be made availa ble to a selected mih list of newspapers . 

ln order to carry out thi s plan i t would be necessary for 
me to get about $800 from some outside sou:•ce . I would not 
receive more than $75 or 1?80 a month for teaching , and thi s 
amount would not permit me to keep an automobile , travel 
over the county and continue payments on my life insurance . 

Is there any possibili ty that the Fund is i n a position to 
make a special gr ant of t his amount ? If not do you l{now 
of any other possible source from which it mi ght be obtained? 

My connection with The Birmingham News is to end June 1 when 
Mr . Ozburn ~uber , who has been at Harvard on a Niemann 
fel lowship , r eturns t o work. It i s t he refore necessary t hat 
I make definite plans for the future as soon as possible . 

Sincerely yours , 

a~~ 
O Gould Beech 

J 



FELf_Q\/JSl-flPS 

October 28, 1938 

Dear Kr. Beecha We ~re very much interested in keeping 
the records of our Fellows on a current 

basis, and since you are undoubted~ ' now locet ed for the 
coming year, l':o will appreciate your t elling us l!'"hether or 
not you have rcturn€.d to your former posit ion, what your 
plane aro for the coming year, and 'l!hether or not there has 
been eny change in your r l' ... 'lk or stat•Je, . I should like to 
have t his information f or the forthcoming meeting of our 
Board of Trustees, and "ill greatly appreciate hearing trom 
you by November 7. 

A litt le l!tter in t he f oll ~e would like 
t o receive from you an infcroel report c f your y eerrs work 
as n Fell.o-«. This report need ~ot be elaborf:tc or lenithy, 
but we should like to ~~ve the pertinent facts concerning 
your acti vities during the period of your t enure of fellow­
ship, together with a narr~tive r eport of your t..ccooplishaenta 
e.Dd such coom.enta as you m&y wish to llliike concerning your work. 
We should also like to have copies -of a nything that y ou publish 
from time to time. 

Very truly yours, 

GE9RGE M. REYNOLDS 

GYlhllLU 



Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
President 
Juli us Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ell is Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Mr . Embree : 

GOULD BEEC H 

October 5 , 1938 
130 0 S . 2 8 Street 
Birmingham, Alabama 

Enclosed is t he first draft of materia ls on t he Farm 
Security Administration . I overestimated the a mount 
of material requived and find that sections on the FSA 
alone cover a priroximat e l y as much as "The Collapse of 
Cotton Tenancy' . After getting your reactions and that 
of Dr . Johnson and Dr . Alexander, I plan to rework the 
FSA sect i ons and r educe it to about half of its prese~t 
length, hoping to make i t more interesting a nd effective 
i n t he process . It wi ll be necessary to include some 
mat erial on public reaction to t he program, or t he lack 
of it, and the cost together wi th a prospectus for the 
future . 

In addition,1 have i n outline .form and expect to hit 
tbe high spots of: The curriculum revision progr am 
i n t he Sout h ; cooperative medical units t hat have been 
extablisbed ; and a catchall section about some of the 
efforts t nat are underway, includi ng Dr . Odum ' a com­
mittee . 

The material is not up t he standard I had hoped i t 
would be, but trust you will understand t hat its 
quality i s due in part to t he haste i n writing it . 
Since a great deal must lhe left out i n rewriting it , 
I hope you wi ll fee l free to c riticise and make sugges ­
t ions. 

As I told Dr. Alexander and Dr . Johnson in forwardi ng 
copies of t he enclosed t o t he m, whatever is decided on 
the basis of the progress of the pro j ect to date is 
sat i sfactory to me. 

I enjoyed seeing ygu in Tuskegee and hope to h ave an 
opportunity to see ·you aga i r... i n t he not -too -dist ant 
future. 

The people at Troy appreciate your opport unit y and wi ll 
be gr ateful for a visit from you this fa l l if t hat is in 
any way possible . 

Yours tnuly , / 

(7~~ 
f Gould Beech 
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A LITTL"E Bit.'lTORY 

The Deep seu'11 •s not poptllo.t ed by oava.liers atraieht 

f ro~ the nnnortal estates of uropo• but b yeomen t armera, 

indent i red aervo.nta and middle-olasa tradespoople. hile these 

constitut ed the gr eat 08 of the " out hern populati ~n. the e enerca.l 

hletori oa.l lmpreesi:>n ho.a been that plantati n gentlenen, their 

s l a ves and a oerta in indefinabl e fringe known as "poor whi t es• 

made up the entire populati n. 

The middle-olaoa rarner who did his own plowing and whose 

wite did the l!lilking has never f ound a pl ace in the "'>outhlrn 

ploture tor any c;reat length of time, past or preaent. Only a t 

rare interYal■, notably during the agraria n upr .ainca ot the 

'eighties a nd 'ni neties and oontinuing over into the days ot 

Bry~n to a degree. a.nd l a ter in the vu Klux upr i sin0e of the 

l ast decade , has he made himaelt heard. 

I n literature, as in other f i elds• the middle-olasa has been 

s queezed between the centry on the one hand a nd the poor ~hitea 

on the other. ~enied an entr ee into the former, he has resented 

with fervor any etfo rt to shon him into t he l atter. ! n a nta-bellum 

and Civil a r daya h e f a iled to mke hio lmprint deopite tho f act 

th ... t he filled the ranks of Lee 's army u nd a t t ix=iea hie leader■, 

such as Na than ~edford arrest (ene of the gr eates t o~lvary l eBders 

of a ll times despi 'te h is vlrtuul l l l i toraoy ) roso t~ sooff at 

West Pointers. Some ot h i e brothers, notabl ~ those f the high 

hills and the low awantpa, refused t!> f ic,1 t i n a .:. r which wao not 

of their king and no t in their i nterest. I n ~eeiee1p1>1 the 

Jones clan whi ah occupied a piooe ot l a nd between t wo orooks gave 
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ex pression to t hia view by ■etting up the .free State ot 1ore ■ • 

Kandriok o.nd Arnett in their l it~le volume ~'l'h• nouth 

Loolca at r te Paat• have preeented atatie tioal data ahRing 

that 75 per oen\ ot the white t nmilia in the Oouth 1n 1~60 owne4 

no elaT•■• • t more than one f'amily •ut ot nine owned ■utfioient 

olavea to t i t i nto the trudlti~nnl pictur e of the colonnaded 

e:a llery with blaok m:iim,.,y, unolo Tom a nd mint juleps. Yet this 

picture ha.a been a t onae the Glory and the dea pai r or the ole 

South. To the yeoman it has been an ever-present soal th t 

oould not be reached; to the ar i stooraoy it has been an opiate, 

a way of 11f'e that onoe carried a degree of sooial reaponeibility, 

but whioh later beoa.rne a way ot lif'e ~t was sufficient unto 

1 taelt. 

G on After t he oloae or the Reaonatruotion pe r io4 three 

million Seuthern ._ f'a rinera from Virginia to Texa■, and inoludi ng 

allies f'rom the mid- eat, went into the Farmen Alliance and 

defied the Boarbon a r i atooraoy. Setting up oo pe atiTea of 

t heir own, not only buyi ns and sellinc cooda but :rrunuf'aoturing 

ahoew and textile■ aa well, they stood thei r ground tor a t ine. 

Among their demnda were the popular eleoti~n or ~enatora; tree 

publio aohoolss a sub-treasury pl an not unlike the AA of' a 

half'-oentury l ater ; the aooret ballot and primaries rather t han 

~ the convention system; and ot her reform demands which have e inoe 

been established in l aw. 

1th the ascent ot Bryan moat of' the populists moved back 

i nto The Party. Previously they had enfoyed a i: I!arkable degree 
1 I 

ot succes s i n their rint efforts to establish a third party. 



oir perrenial hopes or a victory ·1th Br ~an bavina faded t he 

yeomen or the oouth, in their frustr. tin, turned to the mouthy 

demgogue. hero once they had developed ound lea.uership on 

the basis of isoues, they now becam~ oa t ist1od with pre-election 

outpourings of emoti n nd prej udi oe. 

eepite the efforts ot so~e extremists to t t r i bute the 

develoIDSnt of the teniinoy systom to o. doll bero.te plot on the 

part or l nndOffllors, it did not ropreaen t a pl nnnod method. of 

keeping the llogro and hi t o i n peonage . the o n t r a ry i t 

developed i th u t a plan; i t wtLs the path of l ~at resistance . 

n ·rupt., o.f'ter the Ci vlla ar, 1outhern pl a ntora turneJ. at 

first to thD wago oyetem. The Negro, however , ha.cl lived from 

Saturday to aturday under the s l nver y system~ he knew nothi nc 

- else undor troedom. The pl anter had litt le capit:;l.l . The 

•wnnww vicious oys tom ot tenant-to-planter-to-local llll bo.nker-­

to- !;astern oapi tal ist developed into a perr:w.nent ored1 t atruoture. 

Cot ton oeased to be a crop; it became a universal medium or 

exoru:mce, o.nd money \"la& only a f'n o1phers on p,.-1 i:9r that 

travelled in oirolea. 

In the oaae ot the l:l.Mooe or rorrner elaves tenancy was 

a system which t hey were releQsed into. iha t treeJom h.a.d brou&ht 

to the Uecro , the or op l ien u.nd the r.ior~eage beco.n to bring to 

the yeoi:an \7h1 te. The bulk or the 30 per cent ot ~outhern r,u .. mre 

~ho wore tenants in l 80 were egroea . The ate~dy decl ine in 

t he price or ootton trom 1 70 to th> tum or the century, coupled 

,11th the oredi t oyotem, becan to t ake n 

t ho whi t ea . 

toll among 
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Crop liens and mortsacea were not the only burdens ot the 

t!outhern r, rmer. ln wia 1906, after JP 1 there had been 

~ideapread reports ot •dirt-eating", a croup of go medte l 

students o.t the Univerr,ity ot To:,ms were aiven the f'irat olinioal 

toots for h ok:w rm. 1ght ot t hose tested had tho disease , 

deaptte tho f'aot tha t they re from the wealthier ala.as. a 

high proportt n came from cities nnd omall towns, a nd they were 

a t an ace past the highest inteatntion of the parasite. 
,J.,__ -..v..' { ••-/ C v '\.~ ~ . 

hen the Rockefel ler 'lfa:lmdts:t:tDM tn:tnrtb:Fffitffn..::tta:nal 

nealta BAa-rd:1- began 1 ta t10rk 1n th outh aboJ. t 1 910 • 1 t waa 

estimated th t there were not lees t han 2 ,500,000 caseo or hookworm 

in the section. (A younc North Car ltna doctor. 

Ttao the plonoc.:r in tho OCl.mp,:: 1gn to bring the hookvrorm under 

.._ control. Re and another north Co.rol1nian. ·a lter liinoe Page...1 

who wao the londing publ loiat in the oarnpaian- wero hamp~red 
I 

by tho moat damins ot 11 oppos t ti n--ridicule. People hootod 

a t the 1 ea that " tho germ ot lazin as" was reaponaible for 

tho shttlloooneae or th South'o rural popul~ti~n. rly teste 
"~ ahow, that oome oountieo had an 1nfcatat1on ot 99 pluo per oent. 

holeeo.le tests or a chool chi ldren last year gave evldonoe 

that the lady bao not yet been brought under oontrol, seven 

out or ten children in oome counties. I n the one Southern e·to.te 

- whero p:iuctically all rul'Q.1 children were tested recently, 1t 

ie inclioated that three out or every ten children a.ro i nfectell.. 

Hookwom was not t he only debilitatina disease bi~h 

oa pped the phys! co.l and r.ientnl ene rgies or tho 

in t he opring has boen aa oom.r.ion in eo~e area.a 

in winter. oroena are s till considered a mark of luxury. 

cold 
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Tuberculosis, gonorr hea and syphilis have had their converts 

in Grco.t numbers. -..-.. Remrl"..o.ble pro rees, ~eginning \"'Ji th 
-rid ~~~,-1\.-. 

the orictnal euba1diztt1Jne by the lntepnnt12PA-2 Health lloard, 

h,.;'l.s boen made in the - development ot public h . alth syatena , 

but while the jor1ty of states havo tull time health fticere 

in every county, funds have been l ackinc to operate tho?:1 on a n 

effioiont baeia until reoently. 

By 1900 tM Gouth v.-aa pioneerinc in publto educati a. In 

tho.t 700.r tho avera.Ge expenditures tor ea.ch state ,,ore lllllllll 

still something less th-n a mil li n dollars. ffhilo prozrooa 

baa been made consistently in thio field in the matter ot providing 

opportunity for sch~ol attendanoe, it is only in the last five 

years that the South bl.a undertaken the task ot developing an 

eff ective ctducnti~nal oystem to fit the needs of the ru'l'Ql areas. 

A knowledc;e of the elements ot the three R ' a • 1 t has boon round, 
'>i,,i(! w rr u.tt- C'-

i 8 w guaro.ntee of suoceeef'ul preparation ror li e. 

By the turn of the century tho t"rontier ha.d dioappear od. 

Before tb:lt tlr.io the hardier of the yeomen had been able to 

paok a skillet and a few eare of com and • head \ oat.,. The 

Enstern port1 n ot Texo.s is popula ted by Negroes anJ. ,1hi tea 

who moved en raoee fron Jim Al~bo.IIJJ., Georgia and llio3iseippi. 

As always those who moved on to the frontie r left the more 

prosperous and the l eoe able behind. 

Tho I?Broh of t on·ancy cont inued. Evon in the Gol den Ace 

of th~ntios tena ncy ~ao tncreasinG! Bl.moot o~• o~t ot';ft.ght 

of tho oe T1ho owned farms in 1920 had 1,at th~hl! 1935. ,ilwaya 
LJJf 

thero me the credit oyatom with its medi um of e:toban_ge, tlt 



bale ot ootton. Bewapapers preached a doa\rine or dtveraitioation 
• 

until they were hoarse. But 1 t was not the one-horse tarxm r 
I{,.._ • 'a- J,/.,. < •• ~,;:G.. ~ 

who needed to be warned of ~::f~. It was the l andlord 

who ,'1Qnted a rent medium thlt could be turned into ready caaha 

the merohtint who •1■-•1 1'! advanced only to those who promiaecl 

to raise cotton; the banker who likewise depended upon this 

medium; the cittes which t a iled to encourage new crope by 

promis ing n ready market; the entrepeneur who was depended upon 

t o provide prooeso ing pl ants, al aughter houeee a nd the like. 

Under pressure of the depression the ~outh began to awake 

to an aoute awareness of the pl ieht of its rural pop\11£1,tion. 

The markets for its otties were diea.ppearing1 sidewalks were 

crowded with rural tolkll who were in need of food. I te warehouses 

overflowine with cotton which was bringinr; a priae lower in terms 

of wha t i t a ret urn would buy than ever before, the South t aoecl 

a n i mminent ·colla.pse ot its economic et ruoture. The lllaantulltm 

South had known hard times before and there were many who, seeing 

only the aurfaoe, thought that reouperati~n awai ted onl y an tnoreaae 

in the price ot cotton, an inoreaae that had always oome in the 

pas t ~nd would surely come again. Tha t hope has gone now ancl 

there a re none Tiho believe t hat cotton will bring 15 oents a 

pound a gain; few who hope that it will brina 12. Ancl tn more tha.n 

half of the producing area cotton ooeie 9.6 oente a pound to 

praduoe l 

All along there have been a few who knew t~ut even th~ 

miracle ot 15-oents cotton would not be en"°Jgh, l who saw deeper 
1'(,::'A 

and realized that the ~outh'a illa are aio -J th.J.t its 

agricul.tura.l foundation ia not capable ot producing a civJlization 



1n keeping with American standerda. a major portion of ita popu­

lation lives on an economic and soc1&1 level no h i gher than t hat 

of the peasants a nd peon s ot t .lle world, but 11ithout t he selt­

respeot anl stability of the low i nco me t'arm population of other 

nutiona. 

This will be no recital of depressing details already 

familiar to t hoao who are 1r;tereated . Thing s have been happen­

ing 1n the South , beg1s.n1r..ga have beon L'lade thilt ~-old pror.:liae. 

No f1nul answers nnve been found as yet , but progress ia being 

made. 

Most significant 1a t hat t he South has, 1n u sonse, become 

aware of the nature and extent of t he problem 1t fucea. A mere 

oataloguo of tho books t nat nave b1J0n 1l"1tten about the Soutn 1n 

t he l ast five 1ears--real1st 1c, fact ual oooka of aelf-exa.Clinut1on 

and aelt-a)pra1aal--would require more space than ca.! be allotted 

i n these tew pieea . The1r na~ s, 1f not their cont ents, a r o 

known t o uoat wh o h ave even a cursor y i nt e re st 1n t he region. 

b Not every 3outherner 13 t1111nG to face t he tact s of t he 

rog1on•a a1tuat1onJ but thoae who are can at last be heard with­

out being damned . And that is progress; perhw.pa the most Hotable 

progro aa t he South has made sin ce Heni-y Grady an d his school 

helped to at1r a South grown weak \lit.h aelf-p1ty unu ae lt-adu­

lation a halt century •Go• 

Secondl y, tho nation Knov,a aoroot .11nR of the illa the South 

baa boen nurturing . The proaent Adm1n1 strat1on ht.ta 1'9,C--0811 zed 

that for the nat1on 1 a eood as ,vell us m ~ut~ '• there are res-
t. 

poiia1b111t1ea ~l"u.oh t he Pederal gover~nt muaf;,-~ coept • 

Aside from chungoa i u utt1tudes oerta1~ steps have boen 
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t ake n which, if continued ond dir cted, g i ve proapeota of' progreae 

more pe rmanent than a mero i noreaso i n the price of cotton would 

bring : 

l. The develop ~ent of an agency, the Farm Security Admi nis­

tration, which has developed methods of atr1k1ng directly at 

basio agricu ltural problo.u1a in t he South . Deg1r.ni nga havo boen 

made in eetting away tro1~ tho outworn oredi t ay stom; 1n dove loping 

M s y stem ot tarmer aduoation deaigned to reach the tenant ; i n 

fosteri ng for t he first timet, a live-at- home program for thou sand s 

of farm families who bad been de pendent u pon meager aupplies of 

aide neat and meal frora t he s tore; i n stemming the tide o1' tenuncy 
~ 

tbat bod e ne;ulfed an incre a sing uumoer with eao:1 aucceaaive nwaber, 

a nd i n maki ng it poaaible fo r some to reach t i-i..:, status of f urm 

owners. 

2. The South'• educator• have undertoi{on with e n t .1usiasm 

and foresight t h e task of develop111g an educati onal system odapted 

to t he nee_da of 1 ts peopl e . • f ever a people ha d fa1 t ~i in 

educ ation as the way out Southern ers have , but t hat f a ith i n i t s 

blindness bas , . 1n the paat. , been too dependent upon t ho mere 

prov1a1on of a sufficient number llll of aeata 1 11 a c lassroom pre­

aided over by a teacher. The South 1a turn111g from a co nsider­

ation of t ne machan1ca o f education to its au batauce. 

3. Relieved to an extent of 1ta a■,■a auper-sen sitiveneas 

at t he bottom ot wh1oh was on i nferiority comple~, t ho South 

has turned to a sounder oonsiousneas of aelt, a 09nso1ousnos s • 

ot its regional nuture a nd its reg1ona] econo~~a , i n t e rest. 
l .,- I, 

Freight -rate differentials und tariffs have prqr ~ ed on outlet 

for energi e s wh1ch onee were expended on tle air in emotiona l 



outbursts over "the Mor th11 , "the ?iogro" and t :10 glorie s of n 

by-gone day . Thia new co n so1ou aness has t a .,~en conc r e t e for1n in 

the of f orts of Dr. Howard \I . Odum, an.1 those who h ave beon 1ed 

by- h is definition of t ho South 's regional natu r e , to find means 

by w:u oh t;hc atota s composing it ca n undertake a common approach 

to ita pr ob l e :ns. 

I n 1 934 the late Clare nc e Cason wrote: 

"Those who love the Old South mu y ta ke their 
choice of courses: t hey may e ither exiat i n compla­
cent dreams, ho pi ng t .. u1 t they ,111 not too soon 
be ca st from t heir beds by a auJden roct<i nc o f t he 
earth beneath t hem; or they may resolve t o wrestle 
w1tn substantial problems with all the strengt h 
a nd akill at t heir oo,.ruand , 1n ap1r e d by another 
kind of vision --one whi c h lead a t hem to hope t hat 
t he presont and f ut ur e of t he South rdiy .ret pro7e 
worthy of the glumorous r eputation of t he ante­
bellum years." 

Many who love t h e South have mude th.at resolve. "~.hat 

Is Being Done?" I n t bD rollowing pa ge s ara c ontuinad a cursory 

axamin at1on of aoill3 of t ne ateps t hat a r e bei ,g ta i<o n . 
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REHABILITATI ON 

I n 1933 1t became evident that making ·,ork in c1t1ea or 

i n towns tor rarm f am111ea who wereo n reliet waa not only 1m­

poaa1ble, but unw1ae, and that to maintain t h em on a dole would 

get nowhere. Moreover, an attack oft tm nat10nta agricultural 

problem ot over-producti on and low prices had little relation to 1 

. tam111ea which had n o workatook, no aeed a nd no equ1pment--and in 

many 1natanoea, no farmland to farm. To keep a family on relief 

at a coat of $200 a year on l y prolonged t .t~ difficulty and made 

t he problem more a nd not leas permanent. Helief officials began 

to see t he possibilities of permanently rehabilitation fam1l1ea 

through loana and where necessary , gra nts, at a coat t hat would 

be leas t han relief and yet have the advantage of permanent~ 

good. 

The •thod ohoaen was for ea.oh state to set up corporation• 

directed by outatarrl1ng citizen• t o be operated on 41reot cranta 

trom the Pederal Rmergenoy Relief' Administration to which they 

would be rea!X)naible. Immediate loans for food were made to 

those i n need, and the n 1111 was begun a policy of lump sum grant• 

to ta.mi.lies tor t he purch ase of neoeasary equipment for operating 

a r arm. From t e beg i nning t his program produced remar kable 

results. A.fter 1ta initial success a po jicy was adopted which 

provided for t he elimi nation or all former farm tam1l1ea, re­

gardle ss of' plaQe of reaidenae, from tbB relief rolls. 

All kinda or experiments were a temp ed 1rtolud1ng tde 
purchase of land on which coIIlL'lUnit iea 'fere setf up; t he -" fur• 

who rented land from ~Jx;1vate 
nieh i nga• of farm families, zag.aritw••x•:lx,:ta•IGW'lxz,vu,-
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i n dividu als ; and lure o - scn l e s ubaiatonco farms · o perated by re ­

lief gro ups c o...ipo sed of individua ls nct- capablo o f farmi ng 

wi t lwut oonata ut au pe r vi sion . 

Tho succe ss of i .1ese ea r l y e f forts v&.1•ied from s tate to 

state ond t her e were 11ide va1•iat1011s 1n t no policies ado pted 

and t . 10 t ype of fL.anoiug undertaken . .1.n order to etandtn"<lize 

t.he pract. ices i n tho va1•1ou s atat.e s a1'rl to 1t111 ~e t.w experlencea 

that had been gained, all of t he co1' porat1ons were taken over 

by t 10 ~iesettle:uent Adm_nistrution the •tt1r■z latt er part of 

193 4 . Tbe .f•unct i o n of thi s agenc y waa oot confined to f i nancing 

f armer s who had bee n on r elie f . I n a ddi t i on experi1,1ents i n 

suburban hous i ng devolopmenta, reli ef for farm tanu.l1es in suoh 

areas as he du at bowl, t.nd t ho lendi ng of money to bordtu•l1ne 

farme rs wh o had never been on relief Ylere added. 

Out of t his agency , t he t arm functions or which were 

taken over by t ho farm security ~dministrat lor_. with DI· • ra11 . 

YI . Al exand er a:i its d irector 1n 1937 , h as deve l oped a program • 

ot moro lastine significanc e to t ne ,;)out h tnan any ph.aao of' 

the lta t1 .Jen l. At last there has been a o ons1stent atte.uipt on 
t a l a r3e sca le to set at the funda ruentala of the . South s agri-

c u l tural eco nomy w1th its ._ t wi n illa or eroded land a nd 

eroded people . Each generation of t 1 ... at approx1raato l y two­

t hirds of tho Sout h ' s fa rm population wh ich are l1v1,,g on a 

tenant atatua !1as boon able to prov1de t he s ucceedin g one wi th 

t ower and fewer economi c and social iadvan·, gee . h & He people 

have lagged beh inu i n t he prog r e ss or t l.e nat~ ~r,--vaat numbers 

i 
I.,,.;. 

o f t nem ex1■ting o n a atandaru of liv ng cor,~~ t1•ed lo,, i the 

d uya of tneir gratidfat ne rs-- so hla s t !1e lai.d b e c o.,10 l eas a b l e 
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to t ake care of t h em a s a re s ult of erosion and the 01.e-cr op 

system. 
~ 

~be lack of credit and t h e a bsence flli 1na dequa c y o f supe r -

vi sion are basic pr oblema of t enancy. Ownership of land orr•rs 

a solut ion onl y f or an est imat ed oue out of five who a re now 

c apable Jr managing their own farms. The rehabi l i t ation program 

of' tne 1-'arm &ecu rity Admini stra t i on 1 s directed a t the pri::1ary 

needs of {l) Cr edit at a l ow r at e of i nt e r e st coordi nated with 

(~ ) a progr a m of e d ..1c utional supervi s i on w~d c .. , is designed to 

aid t he i nd i vi dual fami ly 1r~ planni ng an tl oarr y1ng out a live-

at- ho:ne progr ao . 

Por admi nistrat ive purpoae a t he F•R operaLe s on a r egional 

llaa1s, from t h r ee to a1x atates usua lly compr i s ing a r egi on . 

Thua, for 1 nst ance , the s tates of -"'lorida, Georg i a , Ala barua and 

SOUthCarol1na are in Region V wi th headquarters in ~ontgouery, 

Alabama . Ai l loans clear through t he r egional f i nance o f fice 

whe re· polic i es are made und gene r al au perv1aon d ove r t he 

region 1a maintained. Bach state within the reg ion eperat ea 

under a State director who ae headqua~era 1• located i n t he aaae 

town as the headquarters of t he State Extension aerv1oa i n 

order to coordinate tbB wor k of the t wo age ncies. 

The ~ey funcl1onar1ea of t he pr ogram are t he a farm and 

home auperviaora, and it 1a upon t hem t hat the u ltimate auoceas 

of t he program de pends. Beoauae of the i mmenae task of re-· 

or\.1iting personnel .mder the origi nal State ma reliab1l1t,ti on 

corporationa, some of· tho■e hired were f ound t ~ be 11 .. adequat e 
l /, 

for t he j ob and t here has been a cont inuous pr9q~•s or we eding 
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out thoae who wore not fitted tor the •uor...:. At prese.1t the per­

sonnel is stable and h i cher und higner quol1f1cat1o.~s arc be1n . 

sot for both ho.ae am far1.:1 auperv1aora. 

Praot1cally all of ,he t"arm auperviaors now being hired 

are graduates of a gricultural colleges and t he h ome auperv1eora 

l1Aewiao aro graduatoa 1n hOme e oono . .li.ca. Practical exi:,-er1ence 

1a stressed, and a greot mojor1ty of t he t"arm auperv1eo1•s no\'1 

with t .ie agency have iad farm exper1enoe or were rais ed on tarma. 

The average c ounty in t.ue a.1outh has from 176 t o 300 farm 

families on t tle rohab111tat1on procrar:i. The 1nd1v1dl&lfarm 

■uperviaor bB a t nc roapon aib111t y of f rom 80 to 150 1'ami.11es, 

t ho case 10 .. d varying with local conditions and t he rer;1on. 

Dr . 'l' . Hoy ull:t Reid, director of t he program 1n the States 

of A1•ka naaa, Louisiana and il11as1asipp1, has set 150 aa t he average 

case load for farm auperv1aor■ in that region . I n t he f'our otatea 

of t he extreme !;)outneast Regional .u1rector 6 tt . VI . Hudgens 1s 

attempting to reduce the load of farm s upervisors to 100. Dr. 

Heid l a trying t h e sa e caae load for both farm a nd ho:ne s upor­

visora , wbi le in tho region for wh1cu Mir. Hudgens is direc t or ~ 

t h e case load for houo supervisors will bo KUmi almoet double 

that of farm auperv1oor■• One of the best .features of the 

administrative oet-up of t.ne Paa 1a that polic i es can be 

adapted more c loaol y to n1eet existing neede, and t here i s a wider 

opportunity tor experimentation . 

Eao .1 fall farm aml home auperv1eora l!Mtet with tl~ in­

dividual families and map out a farm program wl;. o..~ e mbodies 
l ;,- J, 

planni ng for bot h t he faro and .aome. 'l' l.1e baaia ,F t~ i ndividual 

tarm plan i s a live-at-home program. 'l'he production. of feod orope 
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neoeaaarJ to ta.ce care of all l ivestock owned by the family 

and stuple foods for home con sumption aro arbi»rary provision s 

of aacn farm plan. The i ndividual fami ly has a choice of food 

nad feed crops within these l iwita. Every effort 1a JJ&de t o 

p1•ovide supplementary sources of inco.oo , and vrn,orever poasi'ble 

t v:o insto.:1u of one cash c r o ps are used . 

,lh(,n "he farm plan is made up, ostitaatos of t lie ampunt 

of money needed fol" sucll purposes aa the purchase of livestock, 

equipme nt, seed, feed and fart 111zer are made as Tiell a a budget a 
I 

.t:_or subaisto •. ce and medic1uo . SL.iple homo record boo.ra~ext r emely 

rare here t ofore) are provided. .L.,()an s are z:iide ... n lurap suma 

are set up 1n joint bank acoounta to be oneoked out as needed 

on tho signature of t ne .farmer a11d lll.s farm suµervisor. 11 You 

oa n tell whether a faruier means business by his a 1, t1tude 1n the 

matter of oheckting out f unds ," co,amenta one supervisor. "U 

he atarts hanging around tne office want1nc 1advuncea, on 

his «Kttxx••xaxxwaxaa pre-arranged oheck , 1t ia a sqod 

thinG to watcJ.1 out . On the other nand , if r~ taKe s out ea 

t ew dollars less each tnonth than t he amount ~r151nally set 

up 1n hia loan , you oau depend on him--he means to pay tte 

government bac k dollar for dollar ." 

Loans 1n t ile ~aat h ave· averagoa a pproz1mato ly ~QO 

per year, a largo proportiou of 1-his a lllOunt b e ing for pap,1.tal 
I 

good s out lay»--works't.ock , co,:a, equ ipment , etc. In t~e o:r1g1nal 

loi:in application , a onref'ul c hec K 1a kept of t: .. e uot woz•th of 

each ruru1i.1 aooepted. Due to consecutive ~earl' of low farm · .. 
.J,.,, J. , 

1noome and t he faot th.et the fam.l.lieo ccoptea ~?r e t hose l-}1 t 1e 
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lower income groups, t he r e wero thousands of families who ~d 

little more t • .an ,.iat was on their backs o.t t l"-e t1l e the-y were 

aoce .;ted for loa ns. t-..n a ccompanying table b ahowa the .i.ncrease 

1 11 t he net ,ort.h of f amili~a from sovero. l ~out hern stotes , end 

also t he incret;.se i u t lle aoount of foodo for homo con o'..unpti"n 

for t!le aamo fum111ea . 

alone . 

'l'be progreae ot n f&11i ly cannot be me n oured i n the r,oods 

Incrouaed c onsumptio.1 of fo od, better !1ealth and an im-

proved at. a ndo.rd of living and out loo .. c, i ncluding attendtmoe of 

sc hool of c .!ildr e n all entQr t l~e p1otu:·o . In many l"Ural aohoola 

throughout t ho J:Jouth a n avera. e attendance of 00 per cent 1n 

winter JlQnt~s is not unu sual, habitual absence bo1ns attributable 

to i nade~uate food, clothing a nd books. ogular attendance of 

c.11ldre1.1. 1,1 tu..n111os borrowi ng froo t :.ia PSA 1s emphasized by 

both tarU1 an d homo auporviaor s, and atto .. ;dance officers r eport 

couti nued absences to both. 

Advice n nd assistance 1n tho f'ar:n program i ,s only one of 

many fu ncti ons ot t ne farm supervisor. Ho beco.:ea a cou n aollor 
/ 

who is called upon 1n any problem that may arise, and 1t l s not 

unusual f or ~m t o be called i n as un arb i ..,er to help i n adjuat1ng 

purely personal problems. The den th oi' a JlUlo, an i n jury to a 

membe r of t he f ami ly , e.rrango o:.ts for a r ox:tal c6nti.-e.ct or tho 

purch s e of & p1oce of' equ1p..io •1t or livcstoc ~--tneNt aro always 

matters arising 1r1 whic h t he family may t urn to h 16. , 

Lam Fora is a auperviaor i n llinos C unt7, !i11s~as1pp1. 

He has boon w1t h~the program" for f ou years, hair.,nc been /;F . 
I' ,. t, 

hired about tbo ti..e t .1e Resett lement Ad..11n1s1' · ~ion took qver 
I I 

( 
I 
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f-be 111s aiaaippi Rehabilitat ion Corporation . He hud acricultural 

training i n college and h ad been doing variou s t :, pea of agr1-

oultura l work, including dairy i nspect i on for t he ~ate ot 

M1aa1as1pp1,betore going with the program. 

The 225 oases h andled by i'ord and an assistant auperv1aei-

1noluded a cro1a-aeot1on of f'am1l1es t .:.lnt are typical or t .. e x,i 

t y pe t hat have boen aided by t he FSA . One af t-am111ea on the 
1"-'1t'~· 

FSA loan 1a t .at. of n. ~. Gretta who ooved f1•0::.1 W1aoona1n i n l .;32 

i n aeerch of "better land and weat"ier t hat would g ive the wife 

a better break• . Tho ttregetta have had a tooe;h time of it ainoe 

l anding in 1aa1aa1pp1, deap1te l~rd a nd 0 01 ac1ent1oua work. 

One of t ne chief troubles ia that Oregott, who 1a middle­

aged , oan •t get uaod to t i JB . tiaa1sa1pp1 way of fal"m..ng . Hia u 
ohiet trouble at preaent i s a bal1ef tnat flat land i a the 

most suitable for farm1ng-•that ~•• the oaae i n his native 

W1aoons1n . In M1sa1aa1pp1, however, fait h 1n flat land has only' 

led him to grief. aa Although flat t ho pi e c e ot h ind he ha s 

been fa rming 1a what 1 a common ly known as "buck aho~• land -­

unproductive and difficult to work, beinr, badly drained. 

Deap1te cons t ant aetbacAs the tarm showa evidenoe ot' 

constant work , a barn and chicken hous\., hovi ng been built from 

scrap material and repo1ra made to the houae . Ilia w1te 1a now 

an invalid and tno future loo~• hopeless i n lit1ss1aa1pp1. Porhapa 

a not 1.e r year and Gregett will pie,{ u p hi a household goods and 

trek back to \:iac <nain wh ere family -and neighbor,- and a doaged 

determin6t1on, coupled with a piece ot tla~ l a/fl tnat will pro-
' /, 

duoe, may bring him 1 ndepondonc e . '.L'be unpai d j(~~a1 .. ce of 1111 

loan can be tran at'erred to \V1soona1n . J.teanwh1le the Gresett 
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family baa been saved from the r elief rolls and a further disil­

l usionment that m1Ght have meant hopeleos ruin for t hem. 

Napoleon Williams ani h1s wi.fo are wnat are co w .... on ly dea­

oribod as "oldptil:19 liegroea". Up 1n .i eara now, he is close to 

60, taey struggled for ;,, eara to find eaae for t ... ie pain s of an 

"afflicted" daughter. " , o •uns alway a managed to git by . You 

kin as• anybody •roun nore, tney toll you we ain 't ever run from 

no d ebt a nd ain 't ever bad nqi;rouble." 

Napoleon •a vt1fe recounts t he :,ears they paid out ever:, 

bit t liey could raise for dootors b1lla. " Ole ~ say if hit 

takes tne mule he go1n I ta sell that too. That ~uz 1n thuty­

two. Fol,{S t ole ua about de relief, and 1e worked at that 

to• a ·,,hile before the c hild , she died . Then t hoy tolo us uuat. 

about dis .1ere program ~h1o ~i lend monoJ fo ' a uule oncl furniahea 

you ." 

Napoleon and b1a wife have about paid for tho mule now 

and noed onl y a small aubsiatence l oan eaoh year wh.ch1a paid 

bacl< regularly . They don •t •ant a great dee.l. Thia year be 

hopes to have enouc;h left over t o be able to spend ~40 for a 

small wagon to use in t aking a "little atutfinto town w1d" and 

equally important "to got o rrund. a l1tt.le bit co .... e 1ay1n • by ~ 

time so I can 100 r;;ry- c1llun a1xi f .rienda." 

"Yaeauh, we been doin • ver• well. Deae tolJta been 

mighty good to u s and Ah intends to pa y baoK aver8 cent de 

governmint done lent us. n 

On one ot t .1.e i;iai .~ ll1gbway a lead i ng tro Jackson 1a an 
I 

explnsivo house which haa tallen i nti, a rather' -dilapidat ed 
, JI 

estate. The present occupa11ta, t be f4iluily of ·., • J . \;alker , 
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rented t h e houae all eurround1r.g farm f ro . ..i r eal eatate operative• 

who have been holu1ng it with t he idea of sub-div1J1ng 1t tor 

home a. 

Jal er 1a about 55 , and ha a been f i nanced by the PSA for 

three years . "At one t1ue ~ aa waa a ateel oon■truction foreman 

i n Ch icago," ho casually recall■ his puat. " de aa much as 

$500 lbDttm in one month, but w~on •twenty-nine hit , i t waan •t 

l ong betor o I was head1 ~ • back toward W.aa1 aa1 pp1 ." ~or the next 

year or ao there were occasional j obs arou nd Jackson , b ut t :ney 

became aoaroer and scarcer. One year at tarcling--t!lflt was tI.e 

year cotton went to five cents a ~ound--a nd the apectre ot 

r e liet. VIPA work tided t :.e tamilf over 1n •thirty-tour and t~ 

early part of 'thi rty-ti ve. 

"I had a devil of a ti e co nvinc ing t hese fol~• that I 

was r eally a farmer and ·,ould r,ork , • ,alkor expla1na. • hen 

the y f inally tooK ua or.,• me and tm old lady had exactly 

1 .40 and ten hena--ard t he hens belonged t o my mot ber-in •law .• 

Today t .. ere 1a a look 01' det erm.1.nation il 'laxk in ,alker 'a 

eye. 

tour 

In a little over t wo y eara he and h ia 11.ife have accumulated 

cows, t h ree · calves, two mulea (w 11ch will be paid out soon), 

t .1rLy -f1ve cn1ckene, and food and feed enough for aoc e t1 e t o 

o a:ie. 

Mrs. Walker prou<.lly ahowa the v1aitor t h rough tne houae 

and d11plfY• row on r ow ot canned foods for the tamily. "I •m 

fifty -four year old , i..nd I 1m telling you l never di l expect to 

have anybody teao~ me how to can , but • i~a Brown ha ■ taught me 

plenty." I J JJr 
Aaked w11.at he thlnA■ of thePSA program, \'lalker p~ahea 
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h is hat bnok and answera, 11 \'iell, I'll tell you 1t 1 a 'the beat 

system ever put out for t .. !8 f oller t Lat want a to work . I don 1t 

know wnat we•• ever done without it , am at t he ti. .e we•• just 

about reached ,:; ;ue ...,. end of our ropo.• Listening to him talk 

i t 1s ea s y to see that he 1e not the t ype to reac.1 the end of lll 

the rope peaceably--if t .1.1ere happoned to others uround or the 

same mind . \11th some prospect for t he .future , however, he 

will make as good a11d stable a citizen aa oan be found . 

A short distance &ll way l1vea a young couple who started 

ot f l ife togot he1"' at a tough ti _,e. The wife's father owned a 

small furc:1 o f hl a own, but t here wuo no room t -... ere for the twoa 

of t .. elll. They ·.iou 1d 21ave ..1ad to at art off aa abare nands, ex­

cept t uat t .. 1ey beard about t he P&A whic h made it possible for 

t he m to beGi n life a ste p h1gher- -aa "third a nd fourth" renter • • 

'P'hey l1t1vo 1,0 chi ldren --yet . But when ~hey d o 1 t w111 be with 

the knevw led e that t here is Olllpl e fooJ 1n the house for all . 

(!<'arms i n the vicinity of Southern cities conat 1t.ute 

a special typ ... ot problecs . Frequ e ntl'1 t he y a r e owned by 

real ostate or 1nveatment cmp&niea wW..ch are holding t-uec 

for tuture development and ,,h.1.c h h a ve no :txs••• interest in 

t hem as agr icultural properties . Rents are usuully h16h be­

ca u se houeea, regard.leas of t hoir c ondition, can usually be 

. · rented to low- i nc at.,e wago - earnora from t he city who can ~tford 

to pay more a year for houae rent t n an t he avorage .fare will 

bring tor houao and land .) 

Jake Harris ta a ;young esro- -tnat is , ~_gung to be t he 
l ;,- I, 

f ather of aevon c n1ldron . lie Qfld h is wife had ,mar,c:ed hard 1'n 

m&A1ng nine crops , but had never aeemed to get anyw .. ere . Theya 
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have beon on tho progr ao t .hr ee years und are 0 better off t hen we 

ever did t spect to ben , Ja~e e xplm.l!s . "Defore i:,e g ot wJ. d dis 

prog1•am, :nost ,..,o e vor had was ono po • mule , t.nd 1 t d ied . T.j_at • a 

ho,~ no hop~onod t o mako n l oan f l'o ::n t ho govorJ1mint . « 

Now J ake :1t1 s t wo mulos--ul l pai d for. Ile has a r;ood lund­

l ord who l ands hi. .. a r a ko to cut h.Uy on sharo s with , a nd whe n he 

doesn ' t llavo any nor u: on t ho f are to do he .1.s out look1ug f or 
hil 

work houli ne with/ team. Hftor co ... 1ing on t e procrtlr::i he began 

producing enough t eed _to c a r .ry hla U1U l o for t ho f i r s t t 1 e . 

Eve ry supervisor ha s so:::ie f amilie s of wh ich .ie 1a par t icu­

l a r l y proud , thoso t llat huvo ado her61c ef for t s und .ha ve c;otten 

resu lts . Asked ho~, many they or e unabl e t o help , .1:riost farm auper­

v1sors will answe r 0 1.e out of ten , a row say t io o ut of t en . 

All the ~~ulo f arm und bor.io s uper visors are devel opine new t och­

niquee of working with tenant f a m111o s . Throughout th• Sout h 

Psn personnel i nvariablo s uy t r.illv lie g1•0 f amilies aro e asier 

to woru: with t .tllln \Thi to . i number of' fact ors are reupons1ble . 

I n t h o f i rst p lnce, us one youns h ome supervisor put it , 

nwe kno w how to ~or.~ with 1tegroes through l ong pract ice . I can 

wal k1n Sally 1s hou so and say, 1Sally , why havor. •t you nashed t he 

kid s t oday? 1 She underotond1 me arxl I understand r.er . But wit h 

white s 1t is a different matter .• 

The \Yhite f om1l1o a of t h o tenant a nd ana rocropper gr ou ps 

have beon 1sol atod and 111sult ed agai nst person al contact with 

persona of higher oconom1o and soc 1al l~ve ls . Thoy arr often 

estremely self-con ac1ou a of t hei r aubme~ged stab a. T.£y have 
1 • 1 I, 

beon pu shed off moat of t h e good landa owuod b~', 11,ndlord a who 

exerc i se s upervision ovor t ... o i r tona nts because whit e land -



21. 

lo::-ds don' t know how to handle t ne t1--thoy ure not aa docile 

and amenable a a l~ogroea, und so ,e ot t 10m a.ave a habit oi' want ing 

t o see t 

The whites of t tenant stat us move i n a closed circle 

tor t e t:loat part . Frequen tly sch -;,ola co.~at1tute t he only 
'---' 

direct contact tena nts .. lilve w1t .1 persona of h i gher economic status. 

-~ne of the big stops take n by the F.~\ baa been t~ train i ng 
'/ 

of pe,'.sonne l Who under at and and know t onanta ., Farm and hoo e 

aupervlsors provide cont.acts ac r oss the economic and socia l gulf' 

b~t1eon tenants and t re r e st of soci ety. 

Froquently farm supervisors can wo rk wit h farrn.e1's 1n groupa. 
~~~ 

For i nstance, 1n domonstrat inr, t h e ClOU1!ltr:QA~ of a sanitary 

/ privy; i n oo . .str..ict1ng u chic.ton house ; • running a terrace, 
I • or even planting corn. .Leot uros and written 1.:att.er are inertectual 

i n t he ap;,roao:1 to the gr eat oas s or t enant farmers. Tney rnuat 

be shown , step by 3top . 

Unl 1tt:e tl"lo county f a r m demonstration agent, the reaponai ­

l)ility of the FSA rarm auperviaor 1• 11mited t o a definite number 

of r amilios . Tho Bxten11on Serv1oe of tblDepartment of Ar;r1oulture 

has b een cri ticized tor i ts fa1lur o in t ho past t o aid the tenant 

far111ors . It: 1a true, as ono out ataml1nr, Ext en a i on Service official 

has s n1cl , t.J.Bt the e.ct 1v1t1ea of t ~1at agenc y illUle worked to 

widen tne u1stanoe between the farmrs or t ne upper t hir d and 

those on t he level of t he lower t.b1rJ The latter are living on 

t no salil8 level, or lower, than t heir anoe1t ra were. ;.._c1ent1f1c 

met hod s :.ave enabled many tar.mer e of he ~ppe7-f' sroup to Keop 

atop with the t1.,eo--they e n Jo. t he be ef1ts o.t"J 'ffl t wentieth 

cent ur y , autouobiles, oleotr1c1ty, oochan1cal waterpumps 
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nd ot.or l1&bo1•- aav1 1 dev c&a a eo ou . T u .xteneios, 

thro 'h 1t• exper1 :ientat1~ d 1ta eow.~ ar,,mta , 

bro t dern t hoda to e <X:le , .mt not. r tAOh ed t oao of tbl 

lower s roup1. 

or t t1rat t e t ye r e ot ice exi.te oe , e r d 1n ao 

1oot i 01l • toJ• onger, t l• ocunty nt •• loo~ d uponaa a 

" ude ra1- r" i tll new- tanglo t .odes t at wo:re 1 praot1c•l . 

l t tooA pet 1once II l rd or. ror t :.e to1,a1on ~rvio• to 

• •ll i taolf to tho jor1t"Y or tar l)l) • nd to ro o it• 

preaent oa1t1o~. • tor tl tM r• on t outer r r 1 e 

ti '!I ore 21u• llJ 6 11/tJl u p la lOp lea a by t e OOt\a ty or.t . 

1' i.e aver s• ~urGl coo .• t . 1n t.:.e t • t 110i;i "' • ' 00 to 6 , 000 

rai-..Aei-e, and 1 t wea oz:.l y nat rit l t l t t. e cowit~ gont ahould 

• . ond 1a ti:M belp l 1 thoao t110•t 1?.teroate<l 1n aocept 1 , bia 

Nrv oea, and beat ab e to underttar¥1 t & meth od• he advooated . 

'l' e e~ ot 1• ro"•oua • 11 t b 1 Bleteh &iai service a ou ;iave 

oonoentrated on t tar.lier■ ot t o pper c o erou)>, , ot 

the least. ot bl.oh 11 tho t .iot t ·t 1t 1a depe11deht on aupport 

tro each 1nd1v1du l coant y tor it■ oont1nued r unct1on1t ~• 

t Preaent t • I ta1em • por v11or1 ot t lle FSA wora: • 

ol oaoly w t t i~ count:, • se ta or t e t e :- a101, rv1oe . Farm 

plaue al'e basod o roco- ;1e. dat 1ona a of t w to. ■1on Service • 

a r.4 a jor portion c:,f t.!10 1tey perao.m•l ot the P.C\A ,ei .. e trained 

by t older •senor . 'J.'h& co nt 7 "Gent could only adviao, but 

the PS aervea t ea t1o l Eunct1o o1' be1na a credit • eer,cy 

a*.d wi h tbc., 01~dit ai;enoy •• p1-orosi.t1ve of 6 a certe1n 

aco nt or 1uperv1110., . 

---------
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The horre supervisors of tho FtJk\. ha ve introduced into 

thD South on a l rgo so,tlo an appaJitus whioh •r not oooupr the 

pl ace 1n h1 at ory g iven to Wh1 tney I a oot t on g1n, but which 1• 

..ilroady recot;n1zed ao a significant devlopment. The applratua 

1a the pre ... ure oo oker f or homo uae. Ii" the home supervisor• 

b:ld performd no other tunot1on tha n pl&oing some 100,000 ot 

these i mpl o ents in oporation 1n aa l.llny ~outh ern tarm homes, 

no other Justification would bO needed for the expenao involved 

1n hiring t m. "Outside of t 10 olo •n• tnat prEtawre cooker 

is the rr.ost volnuble th:lng l 1so got , " 1a the est 111Mlte ot the 

wif'e of one Arl{anaas Uegro 1·armor. Tlle pressure oooker baa •4-

posniblo n yo~r-round suppl7 of food, 1r~lud1ng m1tata, with le•• 
expenae and loss work tnan aey .r.othod yet tried. Eveey 11~ 

homo hua its stoc k of canned gooda. 

The lite of' low-inc o:na faro wive• 1n the .:.>outh baa not 

been af!'octod by tho oalth of meo.aan1oal gadgota t hat blve coM 

i nto ox1stenco in the last t ,o decades . The wood atove and the 

washpot over an open fire 1n the bac1q&rd are at1U atandard 

equipment, and t o apprao1ato th drudgery or operating t:iem 

r oqu1rea little i w1.1g1nat1on. 

Sam and iJ.ury Beall, who 11.ve in Smith CountJ', Texas, have 

t wo daughters, one two a:al one four yeara old. To 11ra. Beall 

the J SA home supervisor 1a a friend an adviaer ho haa helped 

h, r to l earn th1nga about keeping houae and ra1a1ng a famil7 

that aho m1Bht have learnod 1n aohool had am ,:;one that tar 

before her mrri ugo. .,hen !U'a. Youns, ta• home superv1aor, make■ 

a v1a1t tbere 1a alwa7a some new achievement to Mibw her, a new 

dres s for one of the little girl• made troa a .f'lour aaok, a --



oorner what-not mado of a o1{;ar box, o nevi bat ch of 50 oans 

of vegetables. 
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To farm hou sefl1vea the hom supe rviaor i s more than 

an advisor 1n cam.1ng , cook1Do and sew1ng--or evon a friend . 

She is a contact with a diff erent world~ sam Beall and hie wife 

have had a tough time or 1t i n many respects. In t"1ve ye a r s 

of renting tarms he has dug t brco wells, and screonod t hree 

houses. Tbe FSA he l ped him to get a five-year rental cont rnct 

this yea r a nd now ebe s ays, " Sam don't mind sta rting over ago.i n 

this time. because we know ~e •ll be m re f or a while . " The FSA 

taup~'Jl!mlrnXau91t2xaxd!twJ11E?.xinnllal1naantrmx hn s g 1 von t he 

Beall• s the advant ugo or low- intere ot croj it nnd h9lpod to 

make it possible tor him to buy five cow:; ond t VIO r:ulea in the 

t wo y ea r s t hey bl ve •been on t he prog ram." But t he j ob wcu ld 

not have beon oompl ete. and t he hope of owns r s h1p would not 

be as bri ght bad i t not boon f or tho oid of t ho hon:o nupor v i aor . 

A oo..no~ s oying i n the South i n th! t a r1ife "con throw out t he 

baok door 1n one spoon what t 1~ husband cnn t ote 1n ol l day 

through t ho f'r ont door•• 

Sam Beall 1a not tb3 only tenant f'a rmor who be. s dug .,olla 

which he could not oarry Vlith him when he l e ft. The avor ngo 

t enant covoo once overy threo yeara,which meana t h:,i t tllln y never 

st ay on t he aam:> t tirm two years i n suoceo31on Q Frequently t he 

hab1t; of being on t he :t:lOV8 arises f'r or:. a ho~ th~ do·:m t h~ 

road or in t he next county there w111 baa bette~ piece ot 
l {,. /, 

laoo, a houae that won I t leak, or cheaper rent•- Son:8t1mea 1t •• 

• 
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shiftlessness-..whioh among f a rmers ha s about the s ane eai•marka 

as wnong the 1>eat of us, and 1a probably no more nor l o s s 

ext ensive, all oiroumstancea being equal. ~t &mong t he young 

and amb1t1oua there a r e other rea aona fol' r.10ving . 

It is not an unco1?1non practice in the South to reward 

a t enant farmer who increases the produot1ve ca pno1ty of a 

farm with u not 1oe t hat the rent f or naxt year will be a ba lt 

bal or a bale morea .l.,()ng -term 1·ental contr act s a re unlmown 

in the South, or almoet so. i ndeed aigne~ rental cont r act • of 

any sort ar e rare . It Juat 1an 1 t done. The land lor d s a s n 

,hole don't see it as a llllt tei- affecting their i nterest i n t~ 
~ J J'\.U,,L......,., c..v_ .. 

least, failing to realize th.at 1s o ting t mm t he oros1on 

of t heir lam and the depreo1at 1on of t ~e1r pro perty . 

The PSA bas inaugurated a policy of refusing to lend to 

t e nants whose landlords wi ll not g i ve them a writ t en l easo . 

The attempt wil l be ..iad o to demonstrute t hat t her e a re suff icient 

mutual advantages to be gained t o maKe 1t wortmrile tor both 

pa. t _1es directly concerned- and t ~ public. St andard contract• 

are being made available to all landlords a rrl t e ruint s ,1h o a r e 

interest ed i n them. 

By' next year one out of ever seven tenant tarmors will 

be borrowing from the agency in t he South. This means that it 

Congress see■ tit to !]B~o it possible to oont1nue the proa r am 

and to extend its .3erv1ces graduall7 to all who qua11ry...L the 

agenc7 w1ll have a premium to offer to all land lords and t enant a 
;JI 

who agree to deal with each other on a standardr Q'."°nt ract bUa1a . 
J1 

One of the prov1aiona or such contraa i, ■ is that the tenant 

ama 
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will be g iven credit for per=.ancnt i wprove:::r.nts placed on the 

property with the oonsent of t ~e l~ndlord 1f forced to move 

be.fore h9 aets t h.e f'u l.l benefit tuorefrom. 

A lease or from three to five yonro w1ll r, 1ve t he tenunt 

incentive to plant cover crops anc!. to t e1•r•aoe h i llsides. In tbe 

paat t he tenant who d1d have thO 1n1t~ntiv o to f ollow such 

praot 1oe a wns n..nn1ng tho r1 s .. : of nav1ng h_s r ontt ra1aed or 

of beil16 foro od to leave before ho htld gai ned tho full benefit 

of his e f forts . The landlord nou l d have oor o aasuranoe that 

h1a i nvestment would be improved r ather t han allowed to run 

down as one 1ncent1vo for s i gning a cont r act . I n addition, w1tah 

•uperv1a1on and direction of the agency providod the ter..ant , 

there would also bo n betto1~ chance of' collecting the rent 

' r egularly . 

Thus the public through an agency ot t he gove rnment become• 

•ldu1w1u1Dema third party i n a relationship \"lh10 h 1s of v1t~l 

concern to sooiot7 as well oa t o t he 1nd1v1'duala tJho a re dependent 

u pon each otbl!tr. 
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PHOU TJ:!,UA.NC ~ TO O l◄ERSUIP 

As origi nally written t he Bankhead- J one• fa1•L1 t ena nt pur­

cb.D se act provided for an out lay o f one billion d oll a rs .f or the 

puroh aae of farms to be resold t o tenants. Those who have been 

learni ng more about the natu r .., of t 1e tena nt problem a1nce that 

time a re not sorry t bBt t he origi nal bill fai l ed to poss, that 

i nstead it waa finally whittled down to a f1rst-year•a outlay ot 

$ 10 ,ooo ,ooo. 

I n l ..13 7 soae 3 ,ooo f a r mers ,or un aver a{;e oi ' nne for e ach 
--&.,.;:/- . 

oounty i n the u.s.,were lG9:neti money wi t h which t o buy f ar ms 

and pay f or all neoessary repairs and i mproveme nt a. With a n 

a ppropriation tor $25 ,000,000 f or l ti3 8• 39 1t 1s e x peoted .. t hat 

an a dd itio na l 7 ,000 f arms will be purchased . The act provided 

for t h1a atm to be d ou bled in l ~40--1t and >tthe n t he next se ssion 

ot Cong r e ss authoriaea t ho necessary $5.; ,ooo ,ooo. Secreta r y Wallace 

estimated that if t he 1nct-en se 1n t he number of r arm t enant s 

continues at the rate of t he l ast decade, t .nl. a amount will not 

be s ufficient to take c are o f t he average i ncrea se. 
~ 

Every one of t he farm fami l ies whi ch ba vo b ,en ll:J1m:od 

mone y under t he Bankhe ud -,.f,onea act wou ld provid e i nteresting 

materia l f or a feature story . Sol.lle are frolll f amili e s that 

havo been h ome-owners i n their communities, othe rs hove oo.Je 

trom fa .n111e s that have bee tenants for t wo or thr e e generations. 

All of t hem ~ v demonstrated i niti~tive anct promise, otherwise 

t he y ,ould not have been 1:L,ong t he o bo e n few to ue aeleote • 
J 

Opal Ch ilders 1a l ::1 ye urs old ur:A ia t h e f'.'" ..other of t hree 
, I J l 

a raall girls; t he aria oldest of wh ic h ia fi ve years and BIii 

Ul[axx••mn••J:tr)l,;t~~~ and t1 lready 
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able to he l p her mot her t end to the y ounger o nes . "I neve r 

h ave knm,vn a nything els e but living a s a tenant a nd l blame 

_my earl y marriage on the raot t .1at I wanted to Get from under 

it. I h ave alway s wor1<ed with the goal a head of s ome day owning 

l and , ~n.d y ou ·can KI1ow what t .t11s obanoe means to Virgil a nd me-­

a nd to t hem," she nodded toward t he t h r ee 11tt lo girls. 

I n 1935 t l~ Chi lders were livi ng i , a shac ;t t hat had for• 

merly been a chic ken house-- t .e t was when they• wer e accepte d f or 

a rural rehs.b111tation loan . Havi ng no works tock or • ·uipment 

of any Ki nd , Ch ilde rs was adv~nced mone y With ,,•hioh t o buy a · 

steer . About l ay1n ' by t 1::io after the first ~i:~ crop x had 

b ee n made the steer died , but t hree bales of cotton had been 

produce d on t h.e tour acres of cotton hind ol lottod t o Childers . 

He was adv ·1nced e nough to buy a mare with t he next year , a nd was 

suc cessful e nough 1n farmi ng to con vince h is l andlord that the 

pi ece of land wa s worth conside rablV mor e rent than h e had been 

p8yi ng . 

"I s een it wasn 't no u so try ... n g to keep on t h.r o and I 

heard about Mr . Cooper - - t he man t hat owns th1 a ILt&a piece . Je 

have bee n get t i nB along fi ne toge ther and now he is going to se ll 

me t his place at a r ea sonable vr1ce . n Childers , along with 3b0 

other tenant farmers i n his county a pplied f or one or t.bo ten 

loans allotted for this year . lie was selected by a committee 

of t hr e e , compos ed of two fa1aot:iers a nd a me rcbllnt . The county 8 

agents and t h e farm and home supervisor■ • onked t getno.r 1? d is­

tributing information on t h e l oan s and in mak12 rocolllOendation■ • 

f ' ,, 

I n t he two ,;eara he h as been r or ting t rtf'"}i.;~rm he is to 

buy, Childer s . bad put a new roof on the barn with tin supplie~ 

j 
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b y tho land lord; t ad du g u well ; f e nced a 11ew pastu1·e ; c l eured 

ten a cros of land a nd planted it in lespedeza, and i H ot ..io r woye 

demon strntod his determination . llis wife , who a ~pears to weigh 

a oout 115 pounds , plows i n t h o spr1n8 and cnn en.op cot ton too . 

Thr ee year■ on the rehabilitation pror r am with t he benefit 

of credit at low i nt erest rates , a n.l t b9 supervision and guidance 

of t he FSA farm and hor:ie supervisbrs hs d t.elped t he Childers to 

begin t he climb up t he ladJ er t.o o .mership. Neither had be en 

a bla to go pos t the sevent h g r a de i n schoo l , but t :1ey have the 

n .Jtive i ntelligence a nd initiative to overcome t his ... 1andicap . 

"I n ever woul d nave leur 11ed how to run Pus pr e s sure cooker 

if ... trs. Shelton ha.dn ' t ta ten t i .e to teuo~ me ." One of t he 50 

per cent of Southern school c hildren wh o ne vor go past t ho seventh 

grade, she had not ha d the udvantago ot "oouraes" i n home e oonom1ca 

w,~icl:l seldom are offered oxce pt i n t h e l a st t .1r ee / Oars of n l c h 

school. Nor :1a d her husband take n courses i n vocations l ugrioul­

t ur e which ilould have holped him to unde r stand tne importance of 

nit rat e a, phosphat e s, terr<2oe e arn lanumes. H ... .Las l eanned enuugh 

of tho elementary t aota of modern agrioulture to &llll enable him 

to bec ome a !l.l ooeaa.f'ul far.ne r throuch a system whic.1 co .i1bined 

credit control w1th an etfeot i ve educationa l syste,n. 

If perchance t 11e i•tiiiu Childers ta.:iily nad one day 

acoumul<.it ed as much a s ,J300 with wl1ioh to uiake the down payme nt 

on li farm , t .~re would s t ill be no guarantee of successful owner• 

aru.p. In the first place he might not nav bad ·ne initiative 

to t aKe advantage of t he Extension ae~ice 'a f v i ~e und direction, 
1 /, 

being a type t but needed peraonal attention. fipn :1ard ,,ol;)'k in• 

tellige nt l y d irected would not have i a au red him against the 



eve r -re currinG to fn rmo rs \t1th n .1ortgaeo--tha crop failurt'f . 

Bankhe Jd- Jones loans uro repaid on a slid1 nc s cale ad jus ted t o 

tha annual 1nc o~o of the farmer, t hat is , ~n a pe1•centt1.ge basis . 

,,1th eac:1 d i p in tdo pric e of cotton , and t~'J3 3outh ~ias 

not known a succes sion of as many ·a s e 1cht "normal" yeure • t ' 1ere 

1 s a wave of farm foreclosures~~~ z~ . That is ono o f the 

~ hief reasons for t lle c on sttlnt down 'iard troud i n fa1•m o,morsldp 

i n the r oGiOi. . Th o t heo r y t . at tenant s prog r ess up t he lodder 

to ownershi p does not hold . It ho s required auporhumon effort 

i n t 1e p3 st for a young man starting out life a s a tenant to 

a ccumul ate enou -,h _o uey at one t1 ... a to begi n purchase of ~ 

farm; and wit h tho d own payment ho ha s still been raced wi th 

t he proolem of r i gid anr.ual i nsta llments snd e i g t or ten pc-:,r 

c ent int e r e st even from banl.'\.s . Des.91te t he ..nany stories of 

t enant s purchasing silk shi rts or Fo r d oars on t :~ose rare ll&KJl 

o coasions w.:.:ien cotton pr1oes were hi gh , t.1ore ere as ma ny or 

more who made down payme nts on fa r.ns , onl y to havo small t own 

bank■ or la.nu.lord s forooloso within a ::1ear or two . 

Not a ll of t he f o.r:ners selected for BaI.kh e ad- J ones re 

Cormer r ehabilitat ion clients bJ any mean s--1nf'act not mor e t han 

ono of eve ... ·y four or flve ..io.ve previousl y borrowed rrom the FSA. 

l he oharaoter and ability of the fami ly , together 11th t heir 

prospeo1; s of co uplet inE; payrae11t , are t he c .11ef factors taken i nt o 

o ons1d erat1on 1n selecting t _1ose to Whom loon s are ntade . 

EstL~atea of t he pr opor t 1m: of tenant s who nre roud.,· for 

fa rm owners.:ii p if given supervi sion s1 lar to that prov1~ed f or 
;JI 

r ehabilitat i on client s vary from 15 to 30 er opbt . Al l fa, iliea/ 
I 

selected for purc l1& ae loa i1s agree t o aooept superv1s1o foi• a 
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mini mum peri od of five years, apd final payments on loans a..annot 

be made to t he government befor e the end of t h is ti rne . Some of 

t hose who have made a study of t he problem strongly recomme nd 

that t he governme nt not accept f i nal payment for a peri od of 20 

years , or even more , thus i nsuring the fa rmer agai nst an early 

loss through foreclo sure or an ill- advised sale . 

On its present scale the BanKhead - Jone s act is in effect 

little more t han a l ottery, and yeti ts accomplishment s cannot 
1 

be measured i n t erms of tl-1::l relatively few tenants who a r e 

enabled to purchase farms . In a sens e t he effect of tbe ac t has 

been much the same a s the popular advertising ca mpaigns : "In 

25 wor d s explai n why you would l i lrn to ha ve a Kool Ref rigerator 

and win one l" Only a few are f o rtunate enou gh to win , but all 

contest a nt s g ive expression to the i r desi r e t o own one, and the 

result is to stimulate s ale s . 

Application s for loaBs have aver aged from 25 for each l oan 

t o be made m to 75 . In the reg i on co mpos ed of Alabama , Flori da , 

Georgia and Sout h Carolina there were more than 50 , 000 a ppli es• 

t i ons l ast year for 1 , 200 farm loans. I n Alabama , where the loans 

were more publicized t han elsewhere as a result of t.ne personal 
of the Rous e 

i nte r est d i splayed by Senator Bankhead and h is brothe r, Speaker/ 
i,,,UJ...:., luu• f-'- .., 4-,,...J'a tM<.~ 

Vf . B. Bankhead , t here were slight l y 1oore t han925 , 000 . I n other 
' 

words , one t enant farme r out of every s even went to t h e t rouble 

of fi lling o ut an applicat i on . The county aeent s and the FSA 

personnel did not so l ici t a pplications , and made no effort t o 
I• 

encourage those who had no cmnce of being se l e cted . 

Tenant farmers know that t hose who have t he b e st chance 
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of being acloctod <l"'8 tho~e who have workstock of thoir own, a 

co\, and tJuffic1ent f ood onc1 reed to curry thom t hrour.;h the 

fi rst var.tor . Thoy nl so kno.·1 t at the pa ot 'rocorct of the tenant 

for honost y , sound agriculturu l proctioos ond 1n1t1ativo i n the 

mutter of 1 , p-;,rv ... ng pi"operty and building up t he soil are t a {en 

i nto oo .• s:'..der.tt1on . 

In over roa l s o~so , thon tho Bankhead -Janos net iws 

made prov:Lsi ons fo1~ a n a-1nual contest fonturinr; t "'e s " lect1on 

of t : .a best O! o out of evory llunJrect farr.i tenant families. And 

as a few yarde of blue ribbon , when suitable e~bossed i n gold 

l e Lters , ce1. cause men to st ive m.:.ght1ly in til mo st any d1root1on, 

so t .• e prospect of ouning a p1ec o of l a nd has had its eff'oct 

on t : 10"4 s,u~da who '.avo no prospect of Winn...n.0 , but who wi n r o­

gurdle ss a s a result of t 1e e ffort . 

~eu nvdlilo t h o rohab111tat1on l oon pro~raQ hns nada possi ble 

the pul'C :Lt ao of mny f urJ.1s by t e nant s rho otllerv11s e ~ would 

not hav e boe. ublo t o tu .~e Uiis atop . 111 Region VI , c omposed or 
. rka nans , ; iss1ae1pp1 nnd Louisiunu , e n a cc '.n ato ohoo.{ wu s howed 

that o. o out of oviarJ n1netoer. fami l1t3s t o Nhom rehab111tat1onx 

lou n s have beon de .10ve bac:..1n the µ.t rc .ha se of a faro . 

Murry ::>1xon :10 s boen 11v 1nr; in the v1 c 1n1t.; of Edwards , 

M1s siao1p.1J1 , all of his G3 .,;cars . ila can point t o 11 d1s plac e 

over hero and d&t plac e ovel' dare" •uhere ie Ma has made crop■ 

s1noe boyhood . "i.te an' ra1 ,11ro hna o udo f'orty crops alt oget11er 

on our o,.vn . " 

1''orty c:t•ops 11. al l und i n 1934 .,iu .•ry Dzron a nd h is wif e 
I. 

had , not counting a f urlli.ly and grandc .il<lren , ilb1~Bt a bout t iie same 

t hing they had a f ter t.~1 r f:rat cr op . Tho mos t cr ops he ever 
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made f or one landl or..l va s nine " und s ova n of t:1om ,·:e d id'1 1t bi'eok 

even, two we made a l i t tlo sucithi n ' . " Sinco boyhood 1.lu r r y 11.as 

had one r.o :mess --:11s love for a ,.;are . Ho pl"'ides h i <.)olf ou t he 

f act t hat one o f h is ma res won a second prizo at tho &tat o Puir 

0~1.ce, a nd also on t he fact t ha t he " novor h.u s run a way fron no 

debt ." Onc e his land lord solJ t r~ furm Mu. ry had b oen r e nting 

and moved 11 to t won wit h Mur ry s t 1 11 owi ng h iu ~;,70 . 'J.'wo years 

l ot e r, to t h-J surprise of t l)3 l&nJ.l ord who r..aa .forgotten t be 
the 

debt , :!ur r y u s howed u p vd t h/ 10no i n hand . 

The first yea1 .. after lle wa s ".ru1•niahed by t h e FSA Mu,i•y 

hod e noueh at t he end of t h e ear t o ma lte a d o Ylll payr.l&nt on a 

130- acre fo r;n whicn was one of o u number be1r~g sold by u 

r e nl o s t ato f i r ".'n . ToJ oy be owos on ly four n.or e {:nyuont s w!1.i ch 

he and h1s so~ s can ~ake easily , he be lievos. 

Unable t.o read or.d write llurry 1 s a crs.ftsnon o.f t he 

old school . He :r..a. a uuilt a barn anC: t wo crib s a ll made of ouh 

anJ hickory boards w:1i c:.. .e and "11 s sons split, from floor to 

t h e s h ing les on t h e r oof. I n · .is spa re t 1 .e Lo mako s cotton 

b askets , an art lea j.'ned fro.n h is uncle who h!ld done it a s a 

slave a nd v1h1ch 1s be1ne pa ssed down t o his s ons . UoYI t .ero is 

more i r centive t h an ever~ before t o ·wor k n i chta pullin g t h e 

,ipli t s f or baskets fro .n st1•i ps of u h ickory . •1 hod alvrnyo 

promi sed de Lor d t hat if ever I got h o l d of o piece of land , I 

wou l d set aside a JWB pi e ce for Hi m." The t ear t .'3 g ot hol4 of 

a pi ece for t he fir~t ti~e , !Jurry set aalde l b acres t e 

planted by t he membe1•s of t h e It . Zi on 

be used for paymant tJf the preoc~1ers s 

Church , L · e p1'oceede 

" lary an _~f e pairs. 

to 

There are somo v,h o d ou ut the Wisdo:.1 of s !J1.l l 1 farr.1s- a s e. 
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goal at a t1~e ,hen tL.o r.iechan:i.zed , l n1~ec acule product101. unit 

ce enis to offor t _:..e udvantago of t:1')ro e f ficient systeu . Thus far , 

neither p1,1vato 1n1tiat,ive , 1~or coveri::. ontal e ffort , ·.1as provod 

t hat it is f ousible to develop largo - sdale uuits . There s e o .. 1s 

t o be :er.ore cvide .• ce to 1nd1ci.te t hi.t fhaall fa1.•.m1· , each oi.T111ng 

his own piece of land, but u t 111z11.e s y1up mllls , Grist 1.11111, 

nay balers, ca.mer1es and ·breeding stoc..< wi th h is neir;,1bors ca:r 

be a s succes sf u l --:tx if a liio-at - .10 . .ie pr•ocr il.:1 of .se lf-s.Jf"f.icie noy 

1 s followod . On 11. the present sea le effort 9 at both 1r:d1 v i ctual 

t orm ownershi p and lar ge -scale u~its ure still on an experi~ontal 

basis . Tho Sou t,h can pr ofit by f urt !"¥": r ef fort :'.i.1 • ..,01.,:J a. 1roct10na 

u ntil n.ore definite evldor.oe 1s at ~1and to i ndicoto ,.,hich hol d s 

t ho gre.,.tei• prospflcts for a l onf, - t 1mo future developli.l.cnt . 
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One result of t he •redit s y stem of t he cotton be·lt 1s to 

pi le u p old debt s on t he book■ of ma rcl.ia nta, f ertili1er com­

pan1es a m other ooncern a wh 10h s dveanoe money t o f a r ll~ r s or 

whi ch aell t o t h e m on credit. ove r a period of y eara of low­

priced cott on debts ocnt i nue t o accumu l a t e a nd are s e l dom mar ked 

off t he b oo k• even t hou gh t here is no expectation of pa yment . 

I n one ••mti amall Bl ac k Bel t town located i n a section t hic kl y • 

popu l ated b y Negroes ,mero1~ nt s c o.rried t a r cers t hrough t 4e worat 

years of t he depr ess i on with t he r e s ul t t nat about half of them 

went broke . I n 1933 , a eaah a nd c a r ry ch a i n s t ore moved i n and 

in a ahort z while waa getting moat of the busines s from • 

tarmera who were receiving C\"'iA snd AAA ohe o ka. c uatomera who 

owed baok debt a ove r a pe riod of ye a rs felt t 11st t hey coul d 

not pa y old debts and live at t he same t i me ani h enc e preferred 

to buy f o r caah rat ::.e r t l1'ln comi ng in contact witl, t heir creditor■• 

The merch ante would have pr ef erred to f o rget the old aooounta, 

d for t he tine be i ng at least, a nd benefit from t he c a sh trade, 

but tho old d e ota were Ke epi ng t heir f ormer ou at ,.,mera away-. The 

a1t-uat1on was a typical one throughout t ne South o.xc e pt t h.at 

i n t he abse nce of a new cash s tore farmer• wont t o the ■tore on 

t he other side of t he track o r tr1aded 1n · t re next t own . 

I n over three-fourth■ of t he r ural c ount i e s cln t he South 

at preeent t here are permane nt c cu nt y com.uitteea of t nroe men-­

one or t wo f a r mer,, a mercha nt aid a b nker. Cal'l ed Fa rm :Qe ut 

Ad.l)l■tment colll."llittee■, they a re ~ b,-1ng a poj ... s9red by t ne 

Parm Security Administration as a means of bri~ :ilig credi t9ra 

and debtor• together for aettle me nta . aatiafaotory to bot h . 
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co11r.1ittoo 111 h1 s count to t .esr his c a s e at one of it s 1·eeular 

meet ings . \-. oro poss1 ble h i 9 creM t O?.'S ore s,~etl to sit 1. 01. 

t he d1 scua31on tl,1 1 t O U 831::Jt i n ~ - worl~i r1g out t: pl n'1k 

of sott loment . '.!'. e FZA fo.1,. cu pe?-vis or 01.i.d t'o c ounty aGe.1t 

nro usually pr :..01.t at t:ies E .:oettit.LS • 

~very cou nty supervisor can cite l n stonc<!)s or rehobill -

t t i on clients .,.,ho wero a ocer, t ec. f o ... " loa?1s at 

!lO.d not:.iL g and ~ve si: ce accu~mlleted workstock , oqui p1.1eLt an d 

n s mo.11 sum i n cas:1 , only to t ave bills p:resm~ted ono t hey begi n 

to get en t heir feet . '.l.' ho f11•st farmer a ccepted fo1• a 13anldiead­

Jor:es fur~ purc'-luse loa:i ·rns r u.1..11ndod of an olii. d.ep1•ession dobt 

:rL1c • ho thouga had buon urked of1' .i.L, account . Si nce tho c!wttel 

~ortauge i s an .1.nstitut 1011 of 101.1.t; - stund ... ng in tho South, the 

resui•r ectlo • o~' ol debts c nn ,1pe out t ho pr ocroea i: de by un 

uinbi t1ou s f ur.111 ly 1n two 01· t l!"eo yea r s . 

'.i:'hr oughout tllo mtio:. ap ,,rox1 ately 05 ,ooo i J ividunl 

c uso s h.avo beon ad j)lsted u~vclving 1 debtednea s of al_oet. a 

thlrJ of a bil l ion dollars . In n.dnc aot t laments t hel·e wo s 

a reduction o!: a,prox11'!:atoly ;Js.5 , 000 ,ooo , and sott l emont s roaulted 

ir~ t11e 1t.tJ,Odiato 1,a yuont of al o3t fivo rdlli on do l lars to loc o l 

sovcrnmo1tal agencies . 

The c ost of this s orv1ce :1as boori noc:;11gible i n ~ co::i-
. t he advantages it baa brou ght to 
parison to/ far.t<S rs und a..i-t t !1olr credit o rs . ':he only oddi t1o.-i3l 

personnol , ot . .a r thun clo ... ic&l ha 1, , ~ a n state ugo1 t ·,,ho devot oa 

f u ll ., i.o;e tn t ~1.1J or 0un1zut l on a und .:is s1sta1.ce to t 18 countJ 

c o.:un1tte s . The only co .pe r.sat 1o .. o i3hibcr tho county 
l 

0011.nltte~s~ ~xa.x.ua 13 as all oxpen oo nllo~a~co d· ~1r..g 
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PRO,TEGTS 

The phase of the .P$A program w,hioh u as at t racted moat 

attention bas been t hat devoted to the establishment or project• 

on land purcha sed b y t h e age ncy and thoao which preceded it. 

From t he standpoint o f t he number of farm .families located on 

projeota t hia part of t ne prog»am is a mi nor activity , leas t han 

five percent ot t he total .clients being loc uted on ~••,■sg pro• 

jecta. Viewed aa the broadest social and econoM1c expericents 

yet underta .reen b y t he Federal government, howevor, t he project■ 

are aignif'1cant • 

There ia a wide variet y in the types of pr ojects undertaken . 

Skyline Parma, located i n Jac ~aon County , Alabama , was beeun under 

the Alabama Rehabi litation Cor por at ion. Located in a mountainou■ 

aec ion of the St a t e t h1a pro ject represent• an early effort to 

.find an answer to the problem of t he hill farroe ra Who were forced 

to seek ■ relief a t tm lo\7 ebb of t ne depression . One-hundred 

and seventy-five tarm tam111ea are locuted ' on an original tract 

or a pproximately a,ooo aorea of land . It was neceasary not 

only to clear la rrl for r~rrai ng pur poses but to build hou■e• • 

a communi ty c enter and a cooperative store . 

:bu At LaKe D1ok, near Pi ne Bluff, Arkanaa■ • t he Farm Security 

Adm1n1atration ia undei-taking o ae cf t he few cooperative tarma 

in t he United Statea. Ei gll.ty seven tarm .families are now living 

on a tract of land at Irwinv1lle, Georgia , where a completely 

new communit y , i ncludi ng a atoro , g i n , communi t y center and 

■chool have bee n s at up. In Terrebonne, ~u1at na, t he eatab-
1 .... 

lishment ot a canebrake cooperative project 1a un&erway. ~e -

oause of the heavy outlay f or mao!ii nery r clquired in t he _pro-
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d· . .tction of :.ut; r c ~;.e and t :o e .. f h io CJ o r la .... __,e sea lo 

f r.r.:nlne; i-:1 thls soct ion , t:1 :!.n<l1vilu ,l 11
~ for ty - acre - ...... d - a -

• 
mule" type o.f forildng wus co •. s1d.e ... "od un\'11 se • 

. . t Ceo ' s Bend , .'ilcox Count , Alabu1.:a , t:.o J.e soondant~ o f 

the nlavos of ;:1111ar .. 1'ettway uro loc ... ted on l nd \l .. ~.i.cl:. over.t ua lly 

v.111 be oolJ t o ti-.o..n. :s•oL, .. tcd ir. tr.e Dond , 80 f u ... l l i es r.o\1 on 

t !10 pi-o.1ect :1a cl a stro,:G c0 nr.u.11.t feell ·C long bo.for o hard 

ti :us and a lundl ord ,'!! .o naa ur .. oble to r' furnish" t .. e ... ~ad brought 

t .. e . clo!le; to sto.rvot ion . 

By 1933 t .. 1e Jcderal Land .)un, .. OWt!.ecl one fu:•n out of ovary 

five 1 . Coffee County . Ploods , poor lune. und. u hot!ltL prolilom 

of 1Jl ser ious Ji oonseque r.cos { eo porcont of t ho child?•or .. in tho 

c ounty h!ld n ooL.,·,orr:1 ir. 1~3 7 ) hod co ... b1 ... 3d to bli g:it t .. 1.0 c ounty . 

>rejects r e scattored througnoi.1t t.i.o nout11er n ~tatos , 

a nd eac ~1 ..:1un g l ve n .. "' isc to di stinctivo probl e~s i n de1elop..1or!t 

e nd s upervi si ;!,. • ?rot 01 .. ly ht. o 11.. ueon .1ecossa rJ t.o ada!-'t proco­

du. es nn.1 pol1cios to t he lnd i v i duul project un:.l to t:1e typo of 

t he aurrou nl i i,£; territory have been nn integral µ.trt o f' t rI.c 

,iho le proble c . 

lat-1:lrlly t .1e orection of u corru:i_un ... t o .. .' ne,1 f c.i r .:t un.'..ts by 

"tne govern...ient" has a t t r -1ctod v. idospr '3ud i nterest . 

Om:, ef the c hief difficulties encountered ~u~s boen t.1e 

a olection il of f a ini l i ea fo1• project a . I u t.dost inst ~nces , 

f a milie s have been selected fro..1 tl wido t e1•rito r y • t :10 typicul 

s ettle ment. o f 100 families repr0a e1.t1r .. g foJ". r rosl.de .ts of 15 

or ~O cou r1ties . 'lhe preva1liq; ... olic ,,. 1:1t presu t is to tlevo lop 
/.. 

II W 1/1 a promotion sy ste m 1 n 1h ich the p1~0J6c is u seCi1J s a stopping 

at one to give r oli&b111ta.t.ion clier.t s t1llo £ve d eu1011str .. ,tad 



1:nit i~t i vo ..il'hl ab l11 t wid"r econo..,1 o and social opportunit iea. 

I r. the wor ds of Dr. T . Roy Raid, reg ional d irector for r kansaa, 

Louisiana and _,i s s 1a3:1.pp1, the proiect beco .ea the " diploma" of 

t l1e ouccosoful rehnb1litnt1on f amily . 

Ir(11nvillo I~ar ,s, Irwin County , neorg1a , 1s a t ypical 

project of tl10 la rgo I ract co:1aun _t y type . Originally begun 

i n t he l atter part cf 1 934 , it islocotod o n. a tract of 10 , 688 

acros pu!·c:Wsed at a c o st of i 147 , 444 , o r ap ) roximately $14 an 

a c::-e . I n the sprinc of 1 935 , 43 families oov ed i n and co natruo• 

t ion was ueeun on housos and barns . Vf ith:l't;I/ one exception t nese 

f omilios wor e or tho relio.f rolls ot t 1e t ime ond wer e in des­

t itute C':>nditlon. T~,e nvorar-:e net wort h of the individual f amily 

ut t lJ..:.o t h :s vm s ·77 .17. At the ond of t 1ree years the average 

a s sot a of tho sntl6 fu ..Ji 11os '7:.1 c h moved to Irw1nw1lle throe yeara 

a go 1s ._, /78 , 25 --after deJuct1nr.; all 11ab111t1es, incl...id ing amount ■ 

o,.ed to t l~ For::n :3ecurity Administration for equi pment, subsis• 

tonce und rent • 

Toda the 1r.d1vidual f a r :.:or at I r wi nville is not only a 

f ar ... e r , but o atoro - owner, g 1nner, .It cotton and cottonsee d buyer, 

anJ. aa.rlcots h is ovrn proJ.uce . Ae a member or oooperat1we1 per­

forming t hese vnrious s o1•vicos, the families at Irw'1 nv1lle have 

a n opportunity t o incrouse t hoir .. n oo nes be .·ond what c ould be 

expected fro.n si, .p lo farmi nc operations . 'l'he · private plantations 

w~ ch s til l oper~te ut a profit u sually combtn e these v nrioua 

functions . 

Lo cated i n o. aoctio:i whe re t he re are u ui 1ety of :l<>ney 
J 
1 ~ ~ 

c rops , :..nclw.liq:; cot ton, tob!lcco , water e l on s, ,~tnuta, sweet po-ti\, 0 
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und snup boo .... , .1.r-1:. •. vi:la h.no u 01..Iidor C!':!.c~ :tur..11 b• s!s 

t HU t he vo i•uuo *ro j oct of !. t :i t po . In udcUt ion , li vootoc .. , 

p rt!cul:..irl uo0 s , cu .• bo :-n:.cod p.o ... !.tobly and ovorr unit he!: 

a d.dlt1011ol :!.r.lo an f ::.·omt!~is mm ilOY-•co . Pu1•t,1c uJ.a1• o. rtp. os1a .:. s 

bolug p ucod u Jl r.or ot ine at li,r1~r v i lle . ..,otton su n:plou aro 

s ent Lo •em.c-h.la f or c r u~L?J.0 b t..ovo1•1 • ...1'l11t expartn n?1d evol'y e ffort 

1s baL1fl d x to dove lop n c or. oc!.oucnes o of t JJ L po1•tn co of 

p1•u u.::u st..up l ... s , r.ot only among tlo f .lioo locnted ot the 1)ro • 

j~ct but 1 L t.o surrou.di.~ torritor; as ;ell . 'J.. tO com:.unt ty 

et o1•0 h s fac1li t 1CJo f or cool ••b -J. d mariwtine cgc;s . 

In co.1,1ootio1. w1tu 1,n.., r.o:otL.J o!' eece.., T . c • .. 1110.r , 

l:>og1oaul coo1Jo1•ut1vo spoo ....... ::.i.1t , c.i..t.on t~· od-..ic Ht i onal r.rJpucts 

o f t. o rwi:•,-.oi..!.ug p!Hi G of t.1 to ,or... . 11T! e vor ge 1' ar.~ fn 11.,­

tuio. s u.l.ls a fa ., ogc fro.:1 t 1 _-3 vo t1 ... o 11. t 10 ..:,outh <loe · not 

reo11zo t 10 wl-'oi•t ne e 01· ,: o:pL.g oc;es !.n cool 1Jl c e a n iu: 

b r1ngint., t LuJ.J to mar ·et regular_., • lt t1. .• {e s ti .e to toach ou1• 

JJOOplo thUt occ;s i;a::;.,or e % .1. .1. regu !'l und loft on the orch 

t'lflJ lJe ol l rig ,t fo1· .10:..,0 c ~-lll3U •. tion out no-c for a s elect mnrkot ." 

. • • B11an , "rojcc.. gel' , is C">nvlr.ced tta1t f n 11101 

at .Lr,Ji av1llo ,111 uo a blo to pui•chuae t.uoiI• ftu• o 01.tl liquidate 

all debts t o t.10 govern .... .lnt . ".ltho1.t(,:1 o tu• r . ilos corao froI!l 

sokt .. eraJ cou1L1,.os t.1.1•ou1:, 1., t.1.i...J aoc t io11 of Cioo1•e1u , a ot.t•onn 

oow...un t ., fo~l1nu ..:0..1 lr ... ul., d ove oped- -and t hut is tho i..1-

portant fucto1• 1n .aa~dhB u go of un .... udort 4,1~:ie cf tb1 3 type . " 

For 85 years - -a _ ... ost ro t l .. · t1 tJ 

origi nal o mer by the 'odor..:il go ~01"11 .... ont 

ntod to the 

hns b 011 rc1soc,i 

on t . e p laatcat io,. looated at !.a .. ~o :Ulc.~, z : .r~us s ~ I n lSu~ , ofter 

hav1nG puased t J.il'OUt,.i sovor,a 11"4 ... !U it wu .. solu to t_,.u llio~urdaon 
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& May Land and Pl an t Clf Com"' YlY and fr. :-: t h ~ t d '- t E unt il the t ime 

i t wa ~ 3Jl o t ~ th, ; ovc nment ln t ho l i _ut dnt 1 n ~r t he C~nal Bank , ~r 

lew Orl e ns , it -v.·as .:,- e r a t cc. by ub s:ent ee l and l or d s . 

The l and on th' s t rct ;1ad 1:,P en badly de - l eted br s 1ccc s s1ve 

c r op1"' l!'gs bu t is f t he t yre f h e ~1 v~ , flat 1 :-.nd t hat c n be 

e &.s i l bui 1 t u p art nx o.ra. in . Today c;a f ,milies o c c11py .1 c i re le of 

small :10:nes z built ·ar :-und thr e dge ~r t he l a l<:e !l.n1.. a r c par t 1.c i-

ra t tnr i i t :1f'> deve l or ment o.:.. QOB "' the fe·. exper i rnE-nt a.1 coor Pra-

t rac t is bP i nf f a r med by a coo c r a ttve n s roc i at t n , of ~hi ch Pac~ f 

r ami ly he.nd i s !Ilembcr . M-::-s"- of tho f milies ,ff< y oun g ( ,n·t>r :>ge 
of men 

M"e/~e i n P- 28 n:: w:tves, 2 t ) tmo. v ·1:-T e xi tc lec t ta !'r e rc'1a" 1li-

t at ' on borrower s over t h e St t e . 

At the r~ r s t of enc '1 :_. err a meet ' .g af t.:1e ful l me-:nbr·r­

shi • of t he a s socia tion is l'le l a and l ndi vi c:.u.::. l s are .11}1.o ch:)sen 

f o vr..r i ou s t as~s . A s ·lary sca l e 1~ set or, t h r- ba s is of 

prevai l i ne ~ages ~n the s e ctton - -tha t 1s , s o ~uch ~e r l ow h~nds , 

dairy rnanag r-r , shor nrnn , e tc . ; .fl.11 of the 111eml:.r-~· s n ot us s i f nf,d 

leader c orrc s·~ond i •tg t o · l n or for ema n . Tht: f or ( , en - ~rk ,,, 1th 

the c- ommun1. t y man a ge• ~ n - 1 <:..nn!.n · t he· , ·erk ~ r - --r :::m, .nJ th.., 

d i v i i on of labo1· . IndiYi d1 1 1 Vi :"lr \{ere a r c T '·-~ d v. o,,k l y , "time 

bein !r ke t '- y t he f r o·1cm -:-r r-ro u* l e a der~. .~11 t r "dc a t t·_o 

c o.-;rounity store t :.1 " D s t rtctly :s caeh b -ni • At z-u p.rc.-0s '.:": t 

1 • t h e' d a i ry , desi ;:ned to t:rcvt c e ~1. l k onl;; f :r t h.V r,e s · d(,nt "" , is 
l A 

or er" t cd on a cash basi s simil ·i r t o t he s t or e , lfl~lf b~ ' nr f'.o ld 

t --:> f a·ni l iet.: on t he pr o j e c t f or f i v e Cf'nts ~ "' ua rt . 
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Thus far no frtction has url sen 0v ~r the divi s i on of 

l abor and asstgnment of t a sks. The.. su_ccess :i f :1 ro j ('ct of 

t'1i s type means thrt f milies pH rt1.c1.r;_:tinr mus t devclor r adi­

cally different attitudes of success . Under t ho sys t em e t L!ike 

Dick eac►, membe1' v ill be working j n effect f er the as!'>oct t1on 

as a hired f s r mer , but he . 111 ~ea shar e hol der in the associ~tion 

and profit only as it rrofits . 

Wha tever defree of success has been tta ined by t he Delta 

Cooper& ti ve .tssoc ia tion a t Hi llhouc~ ~issi ssi '1 .... 1, is a t t r { b11t able 

t t he pi oneering of Sherwood Edd:,· and t he f "i t hf ul, dc.y- by - d "'y 

Evicted sh~r ecrorpers from Arkan s ~s , i ncludinu Negroes 

&nd whi tes a rE 11.ving anc f "rr1 nl"" coo :-P.!'D t. ivf' l y on ,. tr~ct of 
l and bought by Sher wood Eddy . I n thr- Dense th"'t Ilillhousp is a 

product of i ndivt~u2l tr i tia ti\ € an~ m'sst ~nar y zeal, it is a 

sienific~nt eff ort . But the pc·ssi!.., il1. t~· of its dup11C'' t1 n b~• 

ot rwrs of a l ess ablP and less inf l ucnti · l group mus t be c n­

sidered i n any attemn t to estim:.tf> its s1rntf1c!l.nce as f s r RS 

t he r er,ion as a whol e 1.s .SEllllfD~ concer ned . 

Two decades a.re Hurrh McFae bcean t he development of 

f a rm communi t ies in e. s t 0 r n N:.1rth c~rolina tine. c:..s a r esult of his 

effor ts there ~r e sca ttered over th· t sect~on s ttl~ments which 

have t urned f ormer cotton l · nds tnt 'J f"'rdpns . Thr ouyr~out tho 

year s he na s s tressed s~all far 1s intensively cultivated ~nc 

producing t ruck cr ons , bul bs and floT.ers . ror a lon ti ·e 

McRae has been r e covnized ns :me t thr, I m:-ist s iefnif ic -:nt fin 1re s 
I 1 (,- I, 

i n Sout:1ern agriculture . Unfortun:.tely[ :')r his 1 ~{f~rts a s f ar 
the South r4s a 

as t ~e/1rl1ol€ 1s c --ncer ned , he has roved onl y lt'hc.t t c-- n be c one 



with t he l an d . Hi s de~ n s trction s hrve not bPcn a~~11cable t o 

t he hum:-n rroblc11 ecause t hE:y ::1·e not farmed t y n a t i ve SouthPr n 

whi t es or Negroe s , but b. r uro e :: nf.' v·ho ( t o t h0i r grec t , rood 

f or t une ) have r.ever been dr,mned by • kn o~ ledre 211i of how to r ro­

du ce cot ton . 

In Mlss1ssi • 1 , Oscur J ohns ton , u~narer of t he Delta Pine Land 

u■•u Company , .h'.!!I dem nst r ated whnt s c ientifi c n3n a r0~ent can 

do in the way of success ful ly pr oduci n f c~ t ton to thr advan t ~gc 

of both ovmers , who .~ r e Englis~1 •1tx:ttta t cx t i l e oper a t ors r nd 

t h e t enants , who a r e nat! ve :Mi s s i ss i p· 1 lfofr'.:>c s . J "' lms t on .1·J s 

r r oved t hat h.e cc.n cio l t r.s a fet othE.'TS have pr oved th_t i t 

c .s.n b e d ne on , more modest s c ,"> l e . The South 's ""r:-bl€ms , .. ou1.d 

be solved i f i t \lad 10 , 0J') Sam Fr.,nkli..ns , fi>Jgh McRae 1s c..na 0s c :.1 

J ohnston s . La ck' ~ t h e s e it must C'"'nt 'nuE' t ) seek for net'-:ods 

t h&t can be ado'1t P( w'1ol es'lle e t ther hy l e s s car-,bl ! '1cl:l v i d1' c l s 

ac t ing n t1ei r own :1.nit i tive , or h: govf'.rnmen t .:.1 c tinir 1.n t he 

n ame f the whole r e oul e . 

The f act t hat t he Federal rcvernmont c~n buy l and , ui ld 

home~ and gi vc f a r mer fqmilif's rn on""'or t un1 t / to es t a!~ lis11 t hel.!1 -

s e l ve s does net prove any t htng . Tho t est wi l l be \0:hctr1€r per­

s onne l t h"1 t c i.m be r ec !"u t t"d i r. large numbers c n s11cce s s fully 

d irect such nr~j ects with t he r ~sul t t hat t hey will, wi t ~i n a 

short t i c:1.e , bee ,:ne se l.f- sus t aini n~ an d cf fer sec11r i t y :-n d 

oppor tuni t y t o t he a ver _ge f urm f mily . 

~r ovi0ed a suffictent t1 , e to ~sss 

One of t he s s t signifi cant t yr 

undertaken in Cof fee County , Alab2ma , 

Two ye~r s hove not 

j udgemen . 

"' r ~j ec t i s t h~ t 
l J, t '-l<nfJ ve .. nme>nt now 

owns 601001 a cre s sc~tter ed t hr 0urhout t he county . One of t he 
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l ow-income c oun .. ies J f the str .. t e , n d cm1:)odyinr many , 1.f not :il l , 

of t e s1.rnif l c'nt pr;:-b l e:"ls of t he r ur~ 1 South, Coffee County v.::.s 

chosen as an e:r.perimental ttr ca. . Gov . Bi bb Gr1ves , of Pl a. b&'tla , ha s 

e oor era ted wi th the agency in makinr ~vai l a' l e sta t e s e rvices t o 

be coordina t ed with t he work of t he Fa rm Security Aom1n1s tra t1on. 

Famili es se l e c ted f or t hi.s •·ro j cc t vror o :1lr e d:r l oc ·1tc>d 

in the county , am:11 many of t hem on t hr' f arms on which t her o.r r 

noh located . Al l of the 1 ~n u not. owned by the ~.gency was bouprit 

o'.l t rtr. ht fr o!"'. the Federal Ls nc B·.ml{ . Wi th the eYce.,..tion ~~: ~t s 

l ow i nt er es t r 'lt es, the F'eder a l l.ancl B,1nk ' s nol1cies a r e ess~n tia lly 

t he: s ?mc as t ho sE> of pr: va te bankinr- cnte r ""r tscs , F...-:.r ms t :l t-i:-n 

over were not i mpr ov ed. for r en t r 1 r•.irposes ~ .. nd r en t a l c on t r :::.c t s 

were made f' om one --ea r t o t he ne:>:t , ~1th thE> r c•sult t ~ .... t r en t rc rs 

wer e as bad of f , if nor worse , th~n t h~s renting fr m ~r iva t ~ 

i nd ividuals . Th e t enant s eot edv~nccs f or f~od ~n,~ ot her 

n e cossi ties as res t t hey c·ou ' d • 

l . o . Bowdoin r.nd hi.s tv:- J s-ns wcr E. .2: r r--r ttr:r pl a c e 
a 

'nhi ch at one time had becn/ r'r oduct i ve , t hree- hor s t~ farm. Un-

ab le t o buy fertil izer and t he nec e s sar y workstoc~ , the ~owdbin•s 

ha d been f rmlng a s be st th0y c :-uld wi t h thP r esult t :1::1 t e r os i on 

an d l e[.ching o .f the soil h,•1 C'"ln tinueo t ,:, t ... dce t hei r :-nr,ua l tql l . 

One gul ly on t h<: place was big eno .lfh to ho l (l t rce "'r f ::mr ' 

houses comf : r t ably . 

Tod~y a f t er t hr oe ye? r s of cff ~r t ~n t hL pa:-t of t he 

Administr a t ion, t he f a r mi: i s or:ce "'l"rE ?"lck n 1,ts or igina l 

produ c tive capac l t y . Thr f :> r m has been terIJ[?.Cc:4 1,. r per-ly end the {\ " (,-, . 
gully ha s been '"'l ~n t ed with k udsu , dra tn:?ge d: t ~s 1-'. v t n g ' ivPrted \, 
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t he f low of water fro::t its ori,.1.na l c~urs • 

was n o barn ~nd we coti l dn ' t uui l e one , .'.ln~ wo11 1 C:.n ' t havP t f \"l<? 

c o·. ld bec aus ie never did knov; hov. lonr we c o tld st:y hE"re . " T ►1e 

house has b~en repatr-d end painted , ab rn and smoke house hB ve 

b e e n built and the f arm fencf'c. and t 1 t :--ortt -n \':htch hs d bf'.c:n 

al lowed to grow U"" tn 1fe ed~ has ap~ ~ n been b:·c11r ht 1 to C'll ti-

v1. t1on . 

Over 200 f c rm unlts , inc lu.dJ. f sr.1•111 '10:nc s , bc.rn.5 , imoke­

houses , fencinr: .. nci s an1 t ary privies ha.VE. been co !)let ._ d 1·: Coffee 

County . J ohn Dona l ds on , s1tt1ng ~1 h his wife on the ro1 ch of nne 

of them, r ecalled , "Once we ~l Aas t hat a nl~ ce rul d for , ut we 

lost i t . ~e s h:,re- cropred f o.r· 10 : e r, rs br:f orr v e rot t "1~ s c!1,.r.c . , 

and we kne~ . 11 the time it WHsn• t n th'ng to it . w~ j us c) 1l dn 't 

ge t aheHd , no matter how h _.r d we t1· ied . Ncv,t~1.nPs arc di. f' f ""rent-­

I dcn ' t mind workln ' every d y ·,n c. into t·1~ nirht . 11 

"We heard ~bcut the gove nment havin~ some of t~esc r l oces 

and me and my wife went down to s ee Mr . iiiSlc -:-ho er· l ?.incd it to us ." 

The"¥r . Mac" is P~ l j ect ~~naPer MacArthur , nh J 1s r epresentet!vr of 

· t he per sonne l t h e FSA has been J.ble to recr,1-t t . Al!l. '"lng th,. 

t hings ~e ez ► lained , Mrs . Don~ldson rec~lls , wa~ th~t "there ·,1n ' t 

no r l ace for whiskey i n the roveinment pr 0gr : m. " 

There a re mblly details ~.f the r r oer .. ,m , reg •l a tions , s a fe; ­

guards and adminis t r ntive book- kee~in~ sys t ems whic M~cArthur 

must int erpret f or t h .,, s e who like t ,1.e Dona lds ':"n t s urn "on t. e 

progr am", but h~ve never been accustomPd 

i n g a b 1 1dge t nnd f ollowi nf it . 

t ~ ~1 ipp ahe· d , k~ep-
1, -

• Jill ., 
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UacArtrmr dirf•cts the Coff8E Co,mty prc j c ct v.h1c inC'lnde>"" 

:nor e t h' n 20,J f s.milies 11 vinr. on dcveio €d f ~rm ur i. t s ·1nd 1~ l f t :a t 

nwn' er wh ~ ~re reht.bilit~ti-n cllc~ts . 

One of the m st s t gn i.fic~:ri t t hinrs .• h~ut th~ Coffr-e County 

expe r i ment t1rea i s t he coordi untion f f'.' OVE-r-nmPnt 1 l •~pEncies . 

In d l scuss1n g t h.e -:r ogr ess being made w1 tL v :.r i ons r e -0· le one 
from 

Yiould ne ver know/the subst .... nce of thr- c · versat1 :1 wh.Pt 1~r t he 

indi victual har- cned t o b(> ?1orki r1;; f ~r t t.e Furm Sr- curi t y Adm1n1stra t1on, 

the EYt enston 8erv•ce, the land. utilizat1-. sec t i-n of the Pur eau 

of AerJ cultural Econ oai.cs ( wh1 c 1·• is dcvelo,..ing a tr ct of s~:,:~ 

sub-ma r ginal l m:d in !'or€s ts, r;a s t uros .. mu r €·cre ... t1 -n r eserves), 

t he County Sucerintendent o~ fjuc tL.;n , :. . C. Dtm·~v·a,,, thP County 

health officer, or a p r i v ,t hy$icl. n . 

Ea ch ~onth r e~rcs cct~t ives of a ll coc~- 1 ,n : Povcrn~~nt~l 

agenc i.es mee t to discuss me ... hods :>f affnct 1 vely coord1n ~t1.nr 

t heir v -;_rt0un r esp.ons i bili t i e s . A hook ·or:.1 cam.rai gn such ·, ~ 

t n( one> s!xtim which has b en unde?.· v,ay -;_ s n~t lir.1 l tee. t-:, +he h~al th 

cfficer . In the schools hookv orm be e ... es ::.. m::1 j or s ubj r-ct . FtA 

farm and horn~ superv: scrs include on ever:· rerort a f ::m · 1y hook ­

wor m rec ord , s ee t ha t med1c ,1 s e rv-ice is 11tt l1zed , 2nd r 1-1sh the 

c onstnucti 'n of s ani t ar:: toilets . The Ext , nsion Servi c e '.lgc11ts 

use every orportuntty , both in indi v i dual c ~nt a cts nd r UP 

meetings t o emrhas i ze the si·bjec t . 

but as art 0f a ~hole . To m~kr ros s1 lle n 12 ~n sivP edu ca tion· l 
1 f-- Ii 

p r ogr am and to dete r nlnc vh :. t r esults ·-n be ol;l~_M ned , t h, FS.I• 

ha s subsidized t he cons t ructi~n of adai tirn~l v~ca t1on~l buildi nr s , 

, 
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h~~ pr~~ ided five add 1 ti ~ ul vocr t l nal ad c ~tton te : c ~c rs 

(\\1th t he (->Y[CCt~t':m t hu t t he,· will be t ,,;:en OVf' !" ty t h~ c untr }, 

Out of the Coffee County eYper i mcnt s, ·me. out of r: !31:n 1.Lr 

undert"l{ing- in Grf:'ene County , Georgi a , v·h<'rc rthu:r no per 

gathered thE: der r c.ss'ng cvido:.ce f er 111s npr cf:: cf t " Pco;.ar.t r n, 

may c ome r esults of si~n !.fic:mce t o t hr- &outh &s , 11.ol c . 

To answer the r• uo.:tlon , "!Iow r- und ~re t he ·r _j ects :&nEr 

undert " 1cer. by the FS1.?" , one must fi r st detero.ir.8 what i s er~e c t cd 

cows at en D ~Et m exr-eri oent stntior. to "'r oduce en cugh ·ntlk to 

pay for t hE' dev" lo:--T.cn t of a ne\· br~ed, nor the b ·. l c ,., .f cotton 

pr oduced as ::l by- : r oduct i n ctev-:- lo r inv u n":"T r t ·1 n le-, t o ra-r- .r C't' t l-ie 

cost of r .:iducing it . Uo ..., r 1.. wo111 ... a per~on e.> cct cxpcr1m-·nts ' 

of th: s t ypF to Dt.y for ±}m,;i:siY.:s t hems e lves t.~nn 'll-011ld E:Heon 

have excectcd h s f t r s t light 011lb t -- sell fer ,:":- t it c c-s t to 

pr ocuce i t. 

The devE:lo men • o~' moael f'!rm un-!.ts C"'-n5istc of mor e 

than the mere "'lech"'n i c s of set t iw up houses ar.a b ·l rns o.r.d 

terracing 1 ~nd . Be s ic lly t he e xperiment !s one i r volvi!" g hum·m 

beine s anc human r el ti nsh◄ s . Per sonnel had to be csse,il:lcd 

and devclo:red in t a a functionii,f' or e; 1n ization, and n C" wr1er c· Viif. re 

in <in undertaking which i:; un: 1ue i n 1,merl c : n history . 

The nrocess of develorln ~ po licies abd q bc ~du~e h~ s been 
l J, 

one of i.moense pro· or tio.r's . ,'h·.i.t metr1ops s11ou\6°j p(•. fxm:l fo1., lo'M'd 
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i n the purch•se of l an d; its divisi on itlto un~ ts of the nro: e r 

s ize; the x dest.eninr- · n d c~ms truction of hom""s , v. a tE.'r pun -,s emd 

~rivles; t he sel ection of f~milies; the act v~ncewert ~r m ney f r 

• c::;.tions.l f ac • tlities , -i1,r, n,.nc prt-vio 11sl.: m-tst0 d; t }l<" mt 

method of co1lect1ons; th~ J r c vi si ns f~r r~~m n i ho3e ~uprer -

' t her e i s Dl~ ~ys t~c ~r ~bleo of adap ttng t~P nr~ceJuro t o t he 

individuel fAmily , itz 1~~ed~ t c needs . emer~crc t e9 , c 3na­

ci~ i e s and att i t udes . The devclo ~en t of ~ r ntcPtcd cow 

t 11e deve l or,.,,ent t€chnt ues 

f~r resc11 tne de relict f:::.::ni lias n-.. look i n~ t o thr- tr €,;Vent 1a l 

imdepe!',dence c,nd h~ ( iness . And it c:.11 ha s hr.d to e d ::me 

in kee ing wtth American trad' tions . ( A 'iriv~ t . individt1 l 

c· n 5lnudt ·.t , rE:nter c et ,..n e , or est ... b:ish ny rel ti'JT1s'1!.,.. 

s nt~sf_ctory t o t ne t wo o! the~ , or tolrr~h l P t the 1 t ter ; ~ut 
I 

one ch mce rem k · of a P'~ve rrn:1en t : met I on"r:· . 6Cot1e s t vr11•ny , 

a n c the community l s s c ~n<i . lized . ) 

1.n c nstr11c i ·:m . L::i.na p 1rchases h: ve been e n • s~ me. ba sts , 

_cver:;ging lcc;s t'e1· "' Cr£' t han in r'v t c s .l .es for the sn.rnc t y:'e :-f 

l :.nd since the cover nment h~s ern tn-:;. p s1.t-t:n to buy 1 r r-e 

t ructs at a time when t n&re ~er e no l·rge - r c~nser s i n t~t 
· ot t'11' 

market . In fact in Ar k:..nsas , f'or instance , t :ic FSA ov.nf/ 1 n d 

b ugh;:; a t fZO e n err in th~ li u i d l. tl~n o_ i·: s 1JT' ne e. c rr, '· ies 

~nc b·1ni:.s which is todr y v ort,_ t !" O .:.n °, cr"' , ,. i ;rro:rn o.:. 1· r -
l ;,- I, 

t unet ~ thnt 7111 make P. sslble the cove age of l ~Jses suffP:1d 

i n o thar hases of t i1e pr ogr ~m . 
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Th£ construct1~n of i rm un · t2 ha~ not heen af s:rplE. 

struegled t0 save mor e n-:idest pcsscs~i ·r.s . L -~r un'ts have bF-en 

rc10 c,er to th<.; gr und" , bnt -:,odel horne~ tc· :is sti Ll huvE. ,, l ·n·ur1ous 

r. ·pcaruncc !.n con1ar lson to thr unr :nt(d ii vels tw·ir t1.Pr., . l c l~ of i:il:n. 

l abor v.es ·1s cd in thr con~turc t.!. r: of :n .n y ·,r- jects , · nd WJ.S '"lO"'E' c0stl:; 

beEin fl ceu with thL n ecess-t t.. of p · y inf ,•i·ev· ~. 11 n· v.sp· r t , c: ;.mct 

't,ork:nr. c nstructi n crev,s shorter :1.ours Y,h"-'n pl lv: te 1Jn0.ert:~k :n <- s coulct 

have managed w·tth le~s . 

In s oTe i nstances 3rc~itectu1r h3S n t heen rac~icr l , 
• b ob-tailed " ho 1~r s 

/ ~it, sort eaves ha,•inP been 1l'J:)I'(' attr ncti ve t t 1
.1~ d<..s1r:nor t" m 

for t~e m'd- test have been c Dstr etc~ on s me P~uth(rc ~ro j bc t s 

\.her l c lim :,c re u irc>d an " orer. 11 ba?·n it · t r !'·::r mule s :..n d 

livest c-<:" f eed . 

The g-re~. ter-t f<' ~ lures h r ve bef:'n In t'" su 'Urb n c .. ,o:nun i tic:s 
i n t he early days ~r nesP ttl6~ent 

estt.blishec/ for the pur ose of prov-t (.inr l ,..w- 1nc:r:e waee 0. r , or s 

t rp<= 01· p r0,j ('Ct has been due t " t!-:..J r~ ct t ·, t they 2 r e loc ted t oo 

f ar f r ~n thr c1ties t hfy wcrr des 1 gnod t ~ s~-ve . 

i s a t ~noency i r some C!scs t str ' ve tf ":).[iK(l- t•~~~ SllCCO-SSf l \~ l t 'ho 1t ID 

due c0ru,ide ra ti --n t thr necessity of S\.'!e; nr t ~ ni as e'1 -orimE>nt>,.s 
I /, 

wh ic~ can be duplicatr d . Ir s,ich pr::i j ects a r r n 1 on a scur:d
1 

\ 

I \ 
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o.!.' i-\h t c n t-c-· &c c:o •fli z'1.Ed l s t: · rfet t cd . 

~t · s dii''·~cult to s ec hoY1 .!.t c u l d h"".vc hoer. acc0 -plishtd. :.0 date 

th ... t could be ~ S.:l4L tr.d and condem!'lect c .... s unnet:~ss FY. 

no , a f unctt cnin~ un · t i.s far bctt <:~ 

of 1eo 1~ ~ho believe ~ore 

of tt1e n ature of t 1c .or:t: the ·.i.gr. Cj has t oc~ · ble t ·• t t1 t t e· -

s ons 6. t s · 1.uri E· s f · r less t'1., r. t~c :ni~ht have 5ef11• need \n t '•"l\ ' 

f i elds o · c.? ct l v ~t:, . 

\ 

v i siorn.ry , but he \''· 

at a time ~hen imerin~tion ana car i~~ ~e1e t 

a Jministrat l ve effi. c'!. r- ncy . His f, s ccrssor, Cr . •;·1 ll · • Al e);anc f'r 

devcted to Lts ~r ohlems . 

1ts s c c~nd · hase a sou~d , 

I 
Hr has b r • igh t to 

i 
r:t~~ct · cal j 11dg':lPn t. 

i ns ;:>ire t hese a out him to incr e· sed effrir t . 
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l rem Dr . t.lexr..ncier down to the c ~er , s i.r. c m ·y oU ices , t '1€ 

0rsonnel of th0 r&ft i s :::i lert t the e r ::-0rs of t :1e r ~s t ~na confi dc-nt of 

elimin5tin thPm i n thr future . Rad the j o~ been att€ r ted dec~de! 

a.ro i ns tr_ac o ye.,rs , t he- organixa tton co11lc h: ve fe l 1; 1 t s way 11rn1 

.!l?VE'd S l 'J\.'.ly . But when a t 1.-.st th0 F'OV0 nment ::,.v,,okc t the ne CPSS1. t y 

o t' ction t t wus too L, te for p~tns t akt ne c~r r ; ~eorl~ hs~ t o be 

fed o.nd housr d , e:xper1.ence h nc to be gai ned in doin '." an d n'"lt in 

c 1 1 emy; l t i on . 
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CO0PFPA'II VFS? 

T1vo ~ears aso thr- Pres iden t a no1r.tod com~i ssi on to ~ak e 

n s t 1Jd y of c oope r e.t ves 1.n S,1eden t o detrr·rnine ihat , i f .. ny , 

pr ospec t ther~ ~as for he development of u cooperative ~ovement 

in t hi s count ry . In cffEct thu commis s 10r • s r(~o · t stateJ tha t 

while coorer~tive s haa been successful in Sweden kt but that the 

Amer i can peoul e arc not ready f or t hem. 

The human element is th0 rrimB.ry one '!.r cooper& t ~ves . To 

be succe s sful they must be b4 sed on wi.iat the psyc~10l or t sts r efer 

t ~ a s a "felt n eed" on t he ~~rt of the pros Ecti vr cooper a tors. 

lia~ its of working together an d ·'attc;ns o.~ coc'"'£ r::t1 ,n and yro'JP 

c nsci ousness , re essentl , l . 

dance i n the rur., l Sout:.h today . I t sh-:-•11a be ke""t Jn mi n,; , ~10Tevr:sr , 

that C'lo-er atives a ~ e not r.ev· to t!1e Sout:1 , t ha t a 1-i. l f - centur y 3. i; o xx~ 
t her e were morF active c ·o-erat1ves in th ' s reg ' o~ t 1. n t hp~ e a r ~ 

at orrs~nt . One of the· r 4 ~~YY ·ur coses of the F~rmers Al l i , nce 

was theestabl ishmen t f c ol"cra t i ve s r n :l th - me:nborS!,iD undcrt ,ok 

a ~i de vatie t y of en t ~rpr1ses , incl~di g not : nly the ourchas e 

of f ,1rm sup:-llf's , hu t the m-inufuctu1· of shoes , cot ton- baGr,i ne 

and furniture . 

The alll~~ccmen ~e1e not lacking~ 1n ~ "fel t n eed" for t he 

benefits to be de r i ved f r nn group ef f ort -- they sa~ this l i ne of 

attac~ as the most pronislng in their f ig~t a r~inst ~on~noly . 

Here and there one still f ind5 vet cron far~~rs ~nth~ South ~ho 

r eca ll with relish thP Alli5nce 1 s f1f t ar. inst he j utc- barr' ng 
I I . 

tr'..1st. " 1 th 1 5'J0 v.nekl y flnd d 11i ly "a:-~s plP~~fYlft SUT) or t to t 'rle 

ll!Jl!TI ., 
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organ1zl•tion , ent usi u. sm wc.s ke r t at a h ' h ,.. itc'l for a pertcG of 

f rom 10 to t o 1 e a rs , depend ~nP o en the area . La c~1n° ir n Pi ~her 

strength n or ent hus_i a s m, t he ory~n 1 znticn was e::..k in 'Jn<' m'1 j or · 
. 

respec t s It lacked tro"ned , educ' t £d l eadersh~ :ind e:;.ec11t1ve 

d i r ec tion t n i t s cooper tive enterr r ises . 

Tne bulk of the Al l i "'nce rr,cmbershi r was dr a t,n f r '"'it the 

yeo!Ilroi f a rm group , s :nnll f a r 1c1s who had bou<- ht ~r "se ttled" l and 

which t hey wor ked t hemselves. Independe~t in ,nc rf ns e , they rar e 

n ~t s o far r ~oved f r o~ the r i oneer t yp€ . 1i ltinvs , l oc- r , ll1ngs 

and t h f: li~e were c o"!"' •11cn. Cor.r ·,mtty s rv1ces such s th( con struc­

ti --n of s chool s and churches ,. e r e under t akr n ·ti~• r' ire c t er""ur '3 ct1on . 

It -,;as a c ~.m'.'Ylon pr a c t i ce t o ~rk a sick ne i r;hbor ' s c r o '">U t , "n d oft en 

h is be c o:ne t he mos t ;>rocuct1ve in t hr c --n::iuni ty . Some of .these 

cu s t oms preva il today , bu t no t t o t he eYtcnt t hPy c id then. 

The Sout h does not have a groun tod ~y co~par blr t o that 

which m~de up the Alliance embersh ir . A s~• r i t of • ucl 1ty 

preva t l ed amone them, th"Y e re c onsci ou .3 o f th,1r cl "lss , "small 

f a r mers", and defi ed any and a 11 who a "'pe&red t o be v or·k1.np counter 

to the t r 1.nteres +- s . I lli tera cy •·as r.ot .. n insnrrioun t a1-i1, t ~dnt ; 

one could "make his mark" as bol dly o.s a nci "'hhor who h.::.d lePrncd 

ta t o fashion l e tte rs. 

The cooner ~tive Jovement n ever did die o~t c ~mpletPly 1 n 

t he Sout h . For the las t 20 : erir!l i t ha s dev'= lO"'led at a ~t<'ady r a t e ,. 

ha vine made Cl"'lnsider"ble pr cQ' res s , from~ st·~t tstica l sti ndp ...., 1. r t , i n 

recent year s c s a r e s•lt o t he or g· ni z t i on of t ho c~tton noperJ­

t1Yea. The m,:, s t deter n~ned eff 'Jrts et coope1 t i -:~ ho.vE- b, P ~ • .,!"long 

t he pecan-pr oducers , but wtth indiffer 0 nt 
I. I,• 

•1cce ~s . 

t he Sou t heast ~r e s ome success f 11l ~r educers coo~er atives such ns 
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t he Southea s tern Melon Gr owers As s oc i "l t-ton . Controll ed by largE> 

producers, t his associatton has sho'Nn the r esu:. t s of ef fic ient 

manaeem€nt. 

The organiza tion whi ch his been r es:'ons ihle for devolo--lng 

t he l arges t f~ vol ume of coo~erat jve business i n t ~e South is t he 

Farm bur eau Federation v:hi ch , \\"t t "l t he coouer~ti n of t '1e IE Exten­

s ion Servi ce , has successf ul l y s rons ~r ed f e rt1li 2Pr m3rkot!~r , etc . 

The Farmers Educa t ional and Cooner a·!.ve Un i on, an organi­

zation whic h d; t e s f r , t he coll aps e of the All iance , his foster ed 

small cooY1er a t ive enterpr ises vr: t h s o"!le succes:: , b1 1t i.t has o 

scattered member s hi p . I ts pol i c ies an~ ob j e c t i ves r l a c e it some­

where in between the Farm Bur eau Federation :..nc. t 11e Southern 

Tenant Far mers Uni on . 

While the most s ne c tacular o: t !1e coo""er a t · ve activities 

sponsored by the FSA have be. en t '1e sc est ab l i shed i n c onne c t10n 

lfith the commun t y r r '.:> j e c ts , aoor o:>"lm,.tel y one nut 0f fo" r of t he; 

r e habilita tton :s.tt cli ent s '1n the ,.. r crr am a r c po.rt ~ci oat t nr i n some 

t ype of coopera tive en t <" r pris e . Coo~er :.. tlve undertakings such as z 

the s tore s an d i ns s e t up on t he pr o j e c ts lt'E' r t' nr a.c tic:. lly u.nknown in 

t he South . The fact t !1at they have 'b e en set up by x t he aeency 
\ 

and put i n orerati , n t hr oueh associa t-ions f ormed o.mor:r t he clien ts 
• on t he pr o j ec t does n ot in itsel f eitner prove :z:t or disprove t he1T 

\ 

potentia l va l ue . WhE'n t he govern'll nt, thr ougb ~ l oan and t hrongh 

d irection, makes pos s i bli a coo~erat tve stor e or gin t hen t he 

test of t he undertakine begi n s- - t hat i s t h st~ff' i n ~.hi c l-1 mos .. 

of t he pro ject coor erati ves o.re r:oYi in.I The t e s t! will h':' 1.n t!i.c 
/JI 
f /, 

ability of t he goverrl!llE-nt t o t r ·~n s f er dtr ecti o1..- , d c ~ntrol t o 

t he member s of t he associa tion, and t he s ubs e(!uent ab il-1 ty :nd 

\ 

X 

i 

\ 

' 
' 

I 
l, t I 
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I 

initia tive of t he members i n d::.y - by - ciay oner e t1on . 

ThP consumer coonerat ives t '!'l!:>t hr1ve been ~st a· lished 

have aroused very little opoosit~on . Stnce mos ~ ~re j ects ere 

l ocat~,d on l~ree r lant!'.tion tracts , a s t or e , or COl!!Ti.issary and 

1.n many case s a gin werE' P lrE:'e.dy in eY 1s t ence . Ir. s,.·'lle other 

instances , f or e:xami')le ~i!~·l ·ne l''urns : n Nor t heo s t Alabama , Dro­

j ects are situated on land that i s be ing cleared . The establish­

ment of a. n ew gin at a settlement such a s t he one at I rv•invi lli:- , 

Georgia, is r 0 c ognized ~s c servi ce t o for□ers of t~c ~urrrund i nr 

territor y ~hich can ~l so t ake ndvRnt ~r,e of ' ts gr ~di ~C and m&r­

keting f•Eixl facilities . Wh ere ade ~uate faci l ities are a lre3dy 

availabl e n o att eopt is m&de to dur l iccte t hem, nnd c~n tra ct 

agreements a rc made f or such s ervices as vinntnr . Thr ou~hout 

t he South the number of cooperative general stores in o~eration 

averares not more t han t"·o or t hr ee for e a ch state- ti. number 
yet suffictently 

too small t o a r ouse ornositi on ~nct/l~r~e t o r r ovide an experimen-

tal buse . 

The fil ')St effective t ype of cooTJcrat. ves spr-nf-'">r r-11 b. t '1.e 

Faa arc t ~sc wh ch provide serviees which vo ~d n~t be avail~bl ~ 

otherw -!. s c . For 1nstanc€ in one c .:iunty five canninf' associnti ms 

have be en organized an d money lo?n ed to s et up Co"lmuni t_ c!lnr~ertes 

avera.gine about • 2 , fOO ea ch • .Membershi p is ".:>"en t o c:i ll farmers 

of t he s urrounding tcrri tory , r nd c nni ne wl 11 be 1.:one on a t oll 

o r f ee basis, each family c ~ntrlbuti ng par t of t he l a~or a s sur­

plus food crons ~r e brought i n and pre't'::- r ed . 

Each of t hese canneries ts loco t Jd 0'1 t h'ij • r · und s of • 
' /, 

school o.nd c ommun ity gat 1cri nrs \l'ill be C'"'rn.btnef ... i th the • ork of 
~ 

pres erv ing the wint er food sup~ l y . The life of m"1n y low- 1 ~, c~ ·e f arm 



56. 

wives 1 s one of isolation , ·,d. t .. 1 a onoe-a month visit ot town ond 

perhap s church • aerv1oes f urnis hi ng t he only social out let. 'l'he 

cooperative canneries are t o be us ed i n "putting u p" food s f or 

s chool l unc hes, a l way s a problem i n rural areas . 

I n stead of eacn mot ,10r preparing a iaa lunch eac_1 day, 

meals are boi ng prepared at school t o an 1ncreas1ng extent. 

Cold b1scu1t a nd s yrup ,,1th a baked aweot potato has boen a atan­

dard school l uncn t h roughout moat rural areas i n t he Sout 1 . 

Hot school lune 1e s., g f'requently ut1l1zing NYA labor a nd home 

economics stud ents, w1 ll mean more health and more education . 

An effect ive metho• of bringi ng par ents into t h ti circle of the 

school's act ivitie s is a l so provided. 

I n l i saissipp1, a pproxi mute ly 12 , 000 rehabilitation f a rmers 

are members of a cooperat ive L1 vest od.k Replacement ¥und which a 

18 provi d i ng i r .. sura noe a ga11ist what trequer.tly constitutes a 

mino r c ataatrop~e to the 10~1-inco.ne r~rm f"amily --the death of 

a mul o . Each membe r of t he association 18 asaeaaed a bout nine 

d.olla ra annual l y per h eatl or l i veat oc .t . I n return t ho fund 

pays t b r ee -tourt.1a of t he value of livestock lost through 

any cause, sickness , uccident. t neft or olJ age . I n effect, 

eacn member is guarant eed t ne s ervic e s of wor.r( animals 0 11 tin 

annual t ee baaia, t hus removi ng one of the major factors i n 

succeaafu l fa1-.m1ng from t he ele . .:ie nt of o:~ance. Already in 

operat ion for almost t wo yeara the run is on a sell-~u~-

t a i ni ng baais , a nd any profits will be returneif to t he !aecberah1~ • 
I. r. t., 

--------- I frr u1r 

Cooperat ive aasoc1at1or,.s h ave also been for1aed to buy 
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. he avy f a r m equipment su ch a s terracing machi nery , silage cutter• 

and hay lta1lera. ~or equipment rt£ng1ne in pr ice f rom ~50 to 

as hig as ~400 , however , the mos t s u cc e s sful arrangment baa 

been f ound to be thr ough l ouns to an indi vi dual 0 1"' a f e \l indi vi­

duals. Thes e nc ommunlty service loans", as they are cnlled ure 

producing r e sults fa r ou t of proport i on t o the s ma l l amount~ 

t hey are c osting t he g ovornmont--on a s trict l y fi nancial bas1a 

l oans of t hi s t Jpe have proved to be s ound , losse s from def ault 

be i ne neg l igib le. 

It is not worthw ,i le from an adc i 1,1 s t r at1ve ata ndpo1Ht 

to organ ize a c oo perative for t ne purpose of purohasi16 a 

jaok or on i ncubator. Bot h require 1 .rliv1dua l m c are and 

management, and t . e r e would b e no Ju ati.f1cotim. for a g roup 

underta ki ng to purcn.ase e i t ner. l n borrowing y300 wi th Whi ch 

to purona se a Joe &: , t he 111d i v1dua l f arme r aer e e s t o n fi xed 

f ee f or servi ce. I n addi t ion he r c u st get a suf f 1o1ont number 

of fa r me. a i n t ne communit y t o ogre e i n a dva nc o t o u se t he 

services of t .10 animnl t o i n sure repa .fL1e .. t of t 11e l oa n . I 11 the 

JUU deep South few fa r ,...e rs i n t ne puat ha ve r ais od t :leir own 

mul e s. I n Al a bama 1n 1934 the r o wo r e leas t ·JD.n a dozen ( ?) 

j&C1!3 1.1 the atat e --todoy t ... 1ere are close t o a hundr ed, largely 

as a r e su lt of t he communit y se r vice loan s. 

Throueh t 11 s ~ pha se of t.he prog ra..i several t ho usand 

fa r me rs e a c .. 1 y ear a r e be i...g g iven an o p portunity t o make nough 

money wi th w .. .i. c ... 1 to ueing the µirclw. s of farms . A loan f 
0 I' 

400 .for mowi ng and bai l i r.ifl equ i pment c an of tm,.1' r.iake it possible 
I J J 

tor a f arm f amily to s tep 1 rn,o t r1e o ,uer ola aa 111 a few years--
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and u with praot ict1lly no oost to t he government . 

I n Smit h County , Texas , as an oxampl o , the Negro Count / 

Agent , Raymond Outler , "wor ked up" f ive community service loans 

for sorghum grindi ng and cooki ng equipment • The farine1•a t,o 

whom t he l oans were tilllde have prospect s of eurning from ~00 tO 

,,,soo each annually . At tho s ame t1, ,e t ne communities which _., 

were without adequate sorghum- making taoilitiea will be oncouraged 

to raise cor e , and an adequate s upply of mola s ses will be pro­

vided for several hu r,dred fa r.iilies '7h10 i would not have had it 

ot t1e r r,1se . Each loan u 1s designed to be1.efit not only t h e 1n• 

dlvi dual , but the community and unless it can be justified on 

t his basis the loan is not made . Loan s are not limited to 

fa rmers who lire on the FSA procram . 

I n Chester County , S . C. t h e da .... gllter of a rehab ilitation 

f amily will be able t o go to college as a r e s u lt of a ,oo loan 

for the purchase of an 1.'1c ubator . Oscar Ellis and nia family 

are buildi ng a new h oua e near Barnesville , Ga ., fro m t he profits 

of a hay- bailing outf i t wh i ch he oved f rom one farm to another 

in t h at section bailing hay f o r h is neighbors on sharos . Oliver 

Jone s, o f Covington Count; , .t~la ., ha s resumed payments on his 

farm t o t he Federal Land Banlc as o .. ' e &u lt of a loan mado for a 

jac ,-' • In that &allcounty more t l an 30 communit y service loan s 

havo been made . 

Fo r t he l ast ten years there has been littlo capit al 

available i n the South for the pta•01..ase of equipment of -c e 

type for whioh commun ity se r vice loa ne are male:. D1vera1f1 -
l ;,- /, 

cation ia d e pende nt upon ready access to equ1pment as is the 



59., 

produot1on a nd storage of foo..! and fe od c r ops f o r home us e . 

Cou.tit y agont s or the ..utonsion Service a nd fa rm and h one 

s upervi s ors of too p ..,A a r e i n a po sition to soe the need f or 

such fa rm e quipment and to i:a i d i n maK.1. M ai~ra ngomen t s for loans. 
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Dear Mr. F-Ommds: 

FELLO\AJS;--1 ! PS 

September 23, 1938 

We have sent a duplicate 

or the printed matter 

which you have been holding for Mr. Gould Beech_ 
rt - Lb~\'\ 

to h111 at his new address. We should appreciate, 

therefore, having you destroy the package which 

is in your office. 

Thank you ver y mch £or 

the trouble you have taken. 

Very truly yours, 

MARY [uzABETH McKAY 

Secretary to Mrs. Sia:>n 

Mr. John T. Eid•md" 
Superintendent of llails 
United States Post Office 
Montgomery, Alabama 



Ft:LLOV'✓Sl-HPS 

llnittb ~tatts l}ost @ff ice 
MONTGOMERY,ALABAMA 

Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4-901 Elli s Ave ., 
Chicago~ Illinois . 

· Gentlemen: 

September 21, 193S. 

Reference to your l etter of the 19th inst . and 
the enclosed Form 354-0 r el ative to a parcel mailed by 
you addressed to Mr . _ Gould B~ec~ Fann Security Adr1 ., 
this city, I wis'!l ce tt~~IMr!h ' t he addressee was 
notified relative to thi s parcel and requesting lOJ 
in postage to forward same to him on Au'7.lst 2-;; , 1938 , 
and to this date hQve received no reply. 

FIRST CLASS 

Ir.aPmuch as you failed to enclose forwarding postage 
in your l etter of tne 19th inst . we are unable to forward 
same to Mr . Beech as post age for forwarding or r eturn 
must be pr epaid. 

It i s r equested that you furnish this office with 
10¢ i n postage i f you desi re the parcel forwarded to Hr . 
Beech or 17¢ i f you des i re i t returned to you. 

Very truly yours , 

JT::/vrhm 



Form3MO 

Pnst <Offitt Dtp 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE us~ ~AVOID 

PAYMEKf OF ~L:;~• =-~ -----OFFICIAL BUSINESS --------= ------------ ------ ------- - -
~~~~ 
~<70/~ Cbvv .. , 

,, . ., . ~ ~ 



Pwl•vuun 1eiU i"4iaJu orlfi­
""'" .,.,,;i b, nl«.t ,,..,,.t, ,affli 
otluT m»il bJ fttrmbtr. 

IIOTICE TI> SENDEJI Of UIIDWVERED, lllll 

lhtitdl §5>t11le.s ~ 6ffil:£ 
,:,n~~ n 

CntoniuJesw, 

sE\M~ ... 
□ Mere....,_ CP- o6i<oJ - ,~ (Sla<eJ 

(Pu""' P-) 'The mail described lu!ftoo, sent by roo. is held h ere as uod~ 
~ liverable f~~he res..<OD_clJ:'loed. ~ addnssedjO: • 

~ ":.: R, 21r&~ _f_::/~--- -
'f- h,r. "----------~ - - - ~---------------Ui~.-etumed )"OU if yon ..-ill .,T OKCE send this caro 

and _ . ____ ee.nts loose J)QSl"'!lBstamps, in a sealed em-elope. 
lm..-.dNo. ______ TW ~TS POSTAGE PREP.UD,addressedwt!JePOST-

Ile,. 11,._ ______________ _ 

□ Uodaimecl 

□ Nolf--' 

~ _ n T ,eded ~ubancl'oned' por roar 
~ i.ns'b•diees, 1---h 

i\USTER, 'THIS O:t'FCCE. If you desire tbe mail forwanled I<> 
tbe =e addressee <Lt ,soother pog office. gfre lbe ne...- address and 
send po,;tage wimps suffioent to prepay lbe r.ora-nrding postage. 
(If insured, stamps iteed oot be lumisbed.) Do DOI pa,cu, sump; to 
t hii; oard. I! prompt rep])' is not recei..-ed the mall Will be d.sposed 
of as prorided by law. 

If 8IDOther a,tempt to deli'l"U ref wed pareel or nm-l>timed ordinary 
~ is desindseoo ____ cents to oo~r post.ageat locll rate. 

Res~olly, POST).USTER. 

l R9:'11lC'CTJO,-s- --------------- ·------------------



September 20, 1938 

Dear Mr. Beach: I l).Il! sorry you nover r eceived 
t!lo :::-cpo::·t::: I S!Cnt you in 

July. We received a notice from the post office 
in Monte::>mer:;r only yesterday , sn.yini:; tbz,_ •., tho 
packaee was being hel d. We asked to have it for­
vr,H·dcld to Troy. I n C!?.S6 it d.03 :m' t r0~-Ch ;ro-:J., 
I am send_ing &1other set to Bi rmincham, under 
separB.t/3 cov~r. I hop ) thi:, d~l,.y hes not g ?·~~tly 
"inconvenienced you . 

Jlr. Gould BH~ 
IS~ ~Sil tr: ~ 'Y.itr'ft~ 
Bi rni ngham, .Alubarra 

Very trul y yoill's, 

MARY ELIZABETH McKAY 
Secret ary to ~.rs. Simon 



FELL0\✓0r11PS 

Sept~mber 19, 1938 

Dear Sir! We have received the enclosed 
notice from you that mail which 

we sent to ~; G~ul? B_~:sJhjs being held in 
your office. ff~ 'IKoffl:b appreciate having this 
mail for wa~ded to N_.r . Beech, care of t he State 
Teachers College, Troy, Alabama. 

MS~ifoK 

Postmaster 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Very truly yours, 

MARGAREl ~ - S IMON 

~K 



f='E1 ·1 r,,'"f- :r-,., 1 'p~ 
. . .. ..:_- :.J :VY ;,.~J L · v 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

Mrs . Margaret Simon 
Julius Rosen.vald l<'und 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chic ago , Ill . 

Dear 1/lrs . !:>Lnon : 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

l I ·r ~s \ ;;. o \ ~ --
i- ·r r;\ ___ \_& __ 
:- -jrs-\ I (4) __ 

\ \>Jv f< zo ,_J.-- - ~-

I have not r eceived the reports on the act ivities of 
ghe Fund for t he past year which your s ecretary 
said she was forwarding to me duri ng your absence . 
It is probable t hat the :materials were sent and 
have not been forwarded to me . 

1,dll you send a new set to me as soon as po ssi b le 
to this address: 

1300 S . 28th St . 
Birmingham, Ala . 

I thank you . 

Yours t ruly , 

~~~ 
, zwe:rtt-. 

...,, •- <U44lU■ I 

J 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME OR SUBJECT~F=EL=L=-=OW.:.:...,S=H......,IP......,Se:._..=Bc-.EE....,C~H'----"G'-""-OU.,,....L .... De-_____ F_ILE_ N_O. ___ _ 

DATE 8-12 - 38 REMARKS Corres . with M 
of Tr oy Col lege from Fund 

SEE _________ T=R=O=Y=--=-S=TA=T=E~' ~T=EA=C=H=E=R=S-=CO=L=L=E=G=E_(~A=·L=A~) ___ ~F=ILE~ N=O~·- - - -

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR 

SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, ANO IN 
PROPER DATE ORDER . 
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED UN O• 
ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER "SEE" 

'\'AWMANANDf}mE Mro.@. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

SIGNED 

f."ORM NO. 099 CA 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

Mrs . Me...rgaret Si mon 
J ul i us Rosen~ald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Ch i cago , I ll . 

Dear Mrs . Si mon : 

J ul y 1 2 , 1 938 

IN RE PLY REFER T O 

When I saw Mr . Embree at Tuskegee he sug:;ested that 
I would r1ant to see f i rst hand some of the ,·,ork the 
Fund i s do i ng i n the Sout h in con:1ection n i th the 
writing of the book . 

Since I saw Mr . Embree I have been concentrating on 
signifi cant developments in this area of .AJ. abana , 
but I hope to begin some e xt ended tours through the 
South in the near future . I t woul d be very helpful 
i f you would senc. me some i nformation on the work of 
the Fund i n the Southeastern reg i on . I woul d ary~reciate 
informat i 0n of t v.ro tYPes : 

1 . Prepared materials on proj ect s . 

2 . The locat i on of some of the TTo rk . 

I believe it vmuld be best to address me at : 

Farm Security Ac.ministration 
I n f or mation Div ision 
Montgo~ery , Ala. 

Also I ·,10ul d appreciate it if you v,oul d send me any 
further sugs es ti )ns Ur . Embree ma:· care to ma._1rn . 

I thank you . 

Yours truly , 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 0 

49~~~l~sAA~e~ue FELLOWS\-\\P\J 
To Mr. Gould 1,. Beech -------44',-,,..___ ___ , .... s .. ♦· 

~01 Pr1tchllrd , venue 

Cru :,al Hi 11, North C :-ol i "'.::. 

Ck. u90l8 

Accounts 

r:r..itc s~ath6rn Fellowshipc 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AM 

9018 Payment Voucher No. 

Date May 15, 19~8 

Appropriation No. Debit 

36- 51A i100.oo 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Dear llr. Beecha 

FELLOWSHIPS 

Encloaed you will find 

our check for t 100 repre-

senting the final payaent on your fellowship grant 

ot tl,500. 

le in t hu office hope 

that the pv.st year has been c. profitable one for 

you. 

Very truly yours, 

.DEi!ll 

~ ~enue 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 



GOULD BEECH 

May 10, 1938 

Dear Miss Elvidge: 

'(L.~• I am enclosing a receipt from the University which 
0 ~-i f_,,,.--.- . acknowledges payment of my obligations to a recent 
; ~, ll'-'-" }- date, and I will have no other obligtttions of this 

}-IJ-...,J - t c~ 1( nature before leaving here. You may recall that y at the first of the year I wrote that the bulk of 
9 S-, my fees were to be exempted. I trust that the en-
J / closed receipt will therefore fill the requirementE1 

for your file in spite of the fact that I have not 
sent them for each individual payment. 

\. 
We plan to leave Chapel Hill as soon after June l 
as it is convenient to pack and make other arrange•• 
ments. If possible, I would like to have the final 
payment on my fellowship forwarded to me not later 
than May 20. This will allow me to settle all of 
my accounts and ship household goods back to Alabama 
without being rushed at the last minute. 

I thank you for your many courtesies i n handling 
the payments. 

Yours truly, r~d ~. ~~ 
{..._~«;;u-.r"Wl2"U~ 

Miss Dorothy Elvidge 
Comptroller 
Juliu• Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

J 

.. 



• OATR: 

UNIVERSITY OF' N'ORTH CAROLINA 
CASHIER'S A.UDITED RECEIVABLES 

EJC.PLJUl'A TIO. CRil:DIT 

,, 
BA.LJUIICIE 
- D'UL A'CCT. NO. 



Julius Rosenwald Fund.... r-
4901 Ellis Avenue r L. f I 0 \i"' 1s H ~ ~ ".) 

CHICAGO -...c- .JV ia v 
To Payment Voucher No. 6603 

Mr. 
Date April 29, 19!..8 

t-01 Pritchard Lvenue 

Chr,pel Hill, North Ct\rol ine. 

Fl~vonth ~~ynent on fellowship granted 4/15/37 - - - - - - - - - - - - tl00.00 

Accounts Appropriatio~ No. Debit Credit 

Bhi te Southern Fell owshipe 36-5ll $100. 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AM 
Comptroller 



GOULD BEECH 

,~, 
I I 

Dear i.1r • faty : 

c<)/1 I fPELLOWSHIPS 

•• pril 16 , 1938 

) 0i LtQ~_,­) . 

I thank you for your l ette r and the informat:i.nn about 
Tre Atlanta Journal . 

~ief i nterest in go i ng to Troy i s to get a first -hru1d 
vie'.v of the wor k being done by C . B. Snith, the president 
of the institution . As director of Alabarna 1 s curriculum 
revision pr ogram he endeavored , c1.r.d is continui ng uloni:;, the 
same li"1e , to redirect and vitalize educat ion to the end that 
it will be a greater positi.ve social forc e . 11c is interested 
part i cularly i n race relutio ..... s , labor and farm tenancy . 

Unt il a few days ago I had almost made up my mi nd to accept 
a place as assistant edit or of The .ciirrning.r.am He,rn , a ph:1ce 
that Vi i 11 be vacant dur i n,.,. t he n ine months the pre sent edj_t or 
is at 11 arvard on a Nieman fellowship . Since receivi ng your 
letter and hearing of one or two other pro spect ive pl a ces 
I have dec i ded to delay my dec i s ion until I find out \·1hether 
a mor e promi s ing place i s avai lable . 

I am de finite l y going to ac ce pt some nevJS paper job beginning 
i n beptember . ~,fter that I plan t o co~nue in newspaper 
work- -if I can find a place Hhe re I c an ,_of some use . I do 
not intend to spend my life wri~ing about the weather and 
automobile accidents or composine; wordy exercises in sa:,ring 
nothing . My create~t a,.1::.,ition is t:o write - - and 1 hope to 
lrnep 'vri t i ne; reeardles 3 of where I may be - - but I v✓ ant to write 
about things of some soci 11 sio;nificance . 

I am writinc to h1r . Pope today . I didn ' t understand from 
your letter .,hetbe r 1Jr . Pope .,as interested i n t ne cli p -i n;-s 
or whet re r you bad someone else i n mind who mieht be interested 
in seei nr, some of my wor k . I do have some editorial c li n i ng s 
from Tre .11.dvert i se r - - rnost of tnem the day - by- day run of the 
mi ll co 1ment . There are few things duller than a last year ' s 
edit ori al ,vhich has be,-n 1'emoved from it s context . Off -hard 
abo•J.t the only editorials l Know of that have lasted are 
'l

1he Nev., York ' Sun 1s on Santa Claus and v~illi am Allen 1.Vhite 1 s 
on h i s daughter r.lury and his 11 1 ,hat 1 s the Matte r with Kansa s? 11 

If you kno,, of 30meone that I migrit submit some of those I 
have to , or if you think it would be ,10rthwhile I would li.tCe 
to send t11em direct to you . Since they are the only copies 
I have I hesitate to impose on anyone the obligation of 
returning t hem to me . T'1is is espec i ally true i n the case 
of news ,,a per editors who never retur n anyt h in~ but bad checks . 



GOULD BEECH 

I am sendinr, an article on -:ur·o Black which I wrote this year . 

I do not believe that copies of two articles I sent with my 
application this year would have been k(?pt , but you might 
check to see . One was the development of a sugeested progr am 
for the parm Security Administration and was syndic~ted by 
the Soutl".ern 1'lewspaper Srndic nte . The other was an article 
on Gerald Johnson ' s "The "/asted ~and" . 

I sincerely appreciate your interest in m::.l and will v1elcome 
any further suggestions you may have . · 

Sincerely , 

q ~cl. (L,._e-4 



April 12, 19t8 

Dear Mr. Beech:. I have just roturnod to the office 
and find your 1nternstinz letter 

tolling me of your pl ans for the 51:.lmler. I think that 
the experience at the St.'.:.te Teachers Colleee 'i:ill be a. 
very valuable one; but I am pe.ri.-tonnlly bopinr, that 
this does not eeun you. are conteo-;lating le:r<,ring the 
neUSlJaper field. 

! have recently had several inquiri es 
o.bout your future plans . Gan you seod .:ie sone clippi ngs 
0£ your editorial work '?.fhil e on tho Montgo.~ery Advert1ser7 
and any other JJ&terials t..li;it you have with you'? In this 
connoction I think it would be 11ell for you to get in 
touch vith Jar-..es Pope 0£ the Atlanta Journal if you 
would be i nterested in e. connection with that paper. The 
Journal has recently lost one of the T:}'1:r:tbe!'s or its edi­
torial staff anrl Mr. Pope would like to have en opportunity 
of talking with you. 

All of us here \'!U.l centime to be 
i nterested i n your plnns, trnd I hops that you will let 
us hear f rom you from time to time. 

Sincerely yours, 

-i • ti. Beedl l 4:?ctiMl6@llU:tt .... 
Chapel Ifill, North Ce.rolina 



• 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO FELLOVvsi-111~3 

To Payment Voucher No. 6468 

Date Mercb. Sl, lill 8 
501 I'ri t ohax·d J.venue 

Ghapel Hill , North Carolina 

Ti:nth pey.-r.en ': <"•n f ellowshi p &rU1tcd 4/ 15/37 - - - - - - - - - - - flG0. 00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

1Vhlte Southern Fellowships 36- 51A $100.00 

. l 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

.&M Com troller 



GOULD BEECH 
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1

!--1 Chapel Hill , N. C. 

! I ·--, I 
March 30 , 1938 

Dear Mr . Paty: 

I am ver~, sorry to have missed you on your visit here , but 
was detained in Birmi ngham until Saturday . 

Your letter notifyi ng me of the committee ' s decision came 
during my absence and this is the first opportunity I have 
had to write . In maki ng application for a renewal of my 
fel lows ... 1i p I understood that the chances of its approval 
were limited and I was prepared , therefore , for the decision . 

I have made plans to go to Troy State Teachers College for 
the summer where l will participate in the teachinf, of a 
course on Contemporary Problems . I accepted the opportunity 
to go t here for two reasons: First , Mr. C. B. Smith, who 
has been President of the college for a :1e/-j. r , was forme r ly 
the director of the curriculum revision pro, ram being put 
into effect in Alabama . rle is carrying this idea over into 
teac her- training and is doing a s i gnificant job of re-directing 
education and adapting it to the State ' s needs . Second , I 
believe t hat the OPiJortunity to come in direct contact with 
numbers of peo ple from farms and small towns will oe an 
educat io .... for me . 

I have not decided definitely what I will be doing beginning 
in September , although I am not worried about getting a job . 
1f.y difficulty is in fi ndi Hg a spot wnere I can make effective 
use of what I have learned nere . 'i'-ie re is a ?Ossibility 
t hat I will fill i n as assistant editor of one of t he Bir ­
mi ngham papers for nine U1ont ns. 

Whateve r I do eit-IBr i n the near or distant future t he year 
----~ave spent nere nas been of immeasur able value t o me . 

I have not given u p by any means the hope that at some future 
date t he Fund will see fit to make it possible for me to 
return for anothe r year of study . I presume th&t permanent 
files of application materials a re kept on hand , but if tnis 
is not the customary practice I wou ld appreciate it if you 
will make it a point to keep mi ne. 

I want to t nank.you for your personal as well as official 
interest in me . I will keep you posted from ti,ne to time 

• 



GOULD BEECH 

as to my whereabouts so t hat if your travels cros s that way 
we can get together for a talk . 

Yours t r uly , 



FELLOVvShlPS 

t;.t th~ re.cent r.1a-;tine of cur ?ell orrshlp 
Co!:lli'ittee I ask0 tl that I be allowed to 

inforn 01.:..r .fell~ ~s who are requesting ranewals- of the ac­
tion of the Co-mi t tee as soor. {lS defi ni tc te-Cisi on fl,-,.s 
r:e.de . ! a,:: sorry to inf'or...1 you tho. t the Coromi ttea was 
unabl e to act favorably Lipon your request, and el though 
no- :'ort:::.a.l ~.nnov.ncement of' our grants \'!iill be oade until 
the latter p-:.::-t of Apl'il, I ti.i.ink that this confidential 
inf 0 1.,~ ,tion reg,n~in[: th~ i:·cticn in your c,1se i:ill hel p 
you to i:1?.kn your :pl~ns for· ne·,:t :,;-eru-. 

'f'h.e task of th'9 r-0~1'?!.ltt~ 1t1a~ eve"' core 
diffic'll t t...11.an las. t- YB'"~r. ! n ~.ct.di tion to a hoe".; of mw 
application,q of a superior quality th~re were ID'lllY requests 
for rem~QJ..<1. 

The Corar.ti t. teo was <JaliDh ted m th the re­
ports whi ch it has r-eeeived -!ibout you and your wor!c and 
re{µ·ets that i t can not substantia te its inter,.?st ~- a. 
renewtl of your f ellowship. I wish to asaui~ you of our 
continu.ed interest in your career,. and hope that nc may 
hear from you f ro~ ti.:Je to tice. 

RP:.MLU 

:Mr. Could ?.1. Beech 
501 Pritchard Avenue 
Chapel Hill, North Ca...---olina 

Since1•ely yours 

RAYMOND R. PAry 



FELLOV·JSl-flPS 

llarch 8, 1938 

Dear Mr( Beech,) Ettclosed you wi ll find a 
~ :f check f or t he adcition&J. 

tso r equested in your recent l etter. F~r 70-ur 
infor • t ion, payments totalling $1,200 hri~e bean 
sent t o you as followss 

August 9, 19E7 - - - - - tA00. 00 
Sep·teaber 30, 1937 - - - 100.00 
October 11, 1957 - -- - 100.00 
October 29, 195? - - - - 100.00 
lovember 50, 1957 - - - - 150.00 
Deceaber 16, 1937 - - - - 100.00 
J anUJ;;cy 51, 19t-8 - - - - 100 .00 
February 28, 1958 - - - - 100.00 
March 7, 1938 (Enclosed) 50.00 

ftl,~00.00 

The additicnal t300 due on 
your eri,,.nt will be sent to 7cu in the following 
aao1.mt& on the elates shown below. 

Aprill , 1958 - - - - - $100.00 
ney l , 19c8 - - - - - - 100.00 
June 1 , 1958 - - - - - - 100.00 

Df:AII 

Ir. Gould•• Beech 
aol Pritchard Aveziue 
Chapel Bill, Horth Carolina 

tsoo.oo 
Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIOOE 



Julius Rosenwalclr-Ettnal o , I\ I~ H \ PS 
4901 Ellis AveouJ--t:..-r,:.L 'v \J V I '--· 

CHICAGO 

To Payment Voucher No. 6409 
Mr. Gould M. Beech ----•11111 ...................... _ 

- ; .. ii@t;f>v~ Date March 7, 1958 
501 Pritchurd Avenue 

Chapel Hi ll, North c~rol~n~ 

Nicth piy rtE.:llt on fellowship gr6.nted 4/15/37 - - - - - - - - - - - - t io.oo 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

~hitc Southern li'eliowshi;•s 56- 311~ $50 .00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



GOULD BEECH 
CHAPEL H I LL, N . C , 

I 1f;2 "J /, /)~ 3/-L - I 

Mi ss Dorothy A. Elvi dge 
Comptroller 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Ill . 

Dear mis s Elvidge : 

I --------. 

I was under the i mpression tha t the schedule of pay~nts on 
my fellowship called fo r .pl50 on ,,1arch 1 , but evidently I 
specified April 1 . <iould it be convenient to forward me 
the additiona l ~?50 at this time and make the Apri 1 1 check 
J lOO? 

If thi s is possi ble it will be very helpful as 1 plan to 
make a trip to Alabama during the s pri ng holi days whi ch 
a r e to begi n i n about 10 days . 

I thank you for the most satisfactory manner in which the 
payments have been handled . 

Yours truly , 

e?~~ _ .,. 

. 



1206-A' 

J CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED\. CHECK 
DOMlt8TIC: CA■LE WESTE RN TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN. 
NIGHT NIGHT 

UNI ON MESSAGE LETTER 

NIGHT SHIP 
LETTER RADIOGRAM TIME FILED 

Patrons should check cluo of oemce 
dNired; otherwiae meeaaire will be 

trammitted u a fnll·rate R . 8. WHl'Ta NEWCOM B CAAL.TO ... J . C. W ILLCYlrft commanlcatfon. 
Pll&ltOSMT CHAUtMAN 0 1' THK 80Alt0 ,., ,..T V1C&•Pfla.10aHT 

Send thefoUC1111ing meuage, mbject to the temu on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

FE~LOvVSH l PS 
Mr. Faymond Paty 
Chicago Illinoi s March 3, 1938 

I concur in recommendation of colleagues commending ~1.aJ.q Bf-le.Ch hi ghly 
for his work and promise. So far as I know there is unanimous agree­
ment another year would mature him admirabl y for his best work. 

Howard Odum 

'rHE QUICKES'r, St.TREST AND S.AFl!:ST WAY 'rO SEND MONEY IS l3Y TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

ur. r~~-d. .. M.~ ~~ . 
~ 

ro1 Pr i t c.Mrd Avunue 

C'ha?Ol Hill, North Carolina 

Accounts 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AK 

4901 Ellis A venue 
CHICAGO r-r:1 I 0\f\fSL .11 p~ _.___vv l ll ~ 

Payment Voucher No. 6~ 8 

Date f ~bru.ary 28, 1M 8 

Appropriation No. Debit 

t1co.co 

J 

Credit 

Comptro ller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund .. - . • , . 
4901 Ellis Avenue r_:-~I 1 o-✓ J~r1,. 

CHICAGO f L---

To Payment Voucher No. 

Date J .:.nu~.ry fil, 19~6 

• 

Govcnth p<.iy..-.oot vo fE:.llo.,1:1.:dr> 6.1·antea 4/ 1;,/ ..,'t' - - - - - - - - - - - 100. 00 .. 

Ck.61)027 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

,:hite South~rn I<ellowships !,.100. 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



Julius Hosenwald Fund 
Fellowship Committee 
4901 Elli st Avenue 
Chicago , I 11. 

Dear Sirs: 

January 14; 1937 
Chape l Hill, N . C. 

Enclos ed is my application f or a second fellowship, together 
with a preliminary report of my work for the present year . 
I apologi ze for the length of the material submitted . 

I underst and that resources available for fellowships are 
limited and a request for an additional period of study i s i n 
conflict with the a i m to provi de opportunity for advanced study 
to tbe l argest number of ind ividuals possible. In considering 
this second application I trust that tbe committee will not 
look upon a first favor as an obligation to bestow a second. 
Tbe opportunity to study her'e for a year has been of immense 
va lue to me and I am determined that it shall be reflected i n 
a greater measure of service to t he South. 

11.e gardle ss of whet be r this second a pplication is granted I 
intend to continue to work along the lines contemplated in the 
accompanying plan. The advantage of a second fellowship period 
would be that I would be able to continue formal study for a 
time and woul d be located where library facilities are availa ble . 
Not on ly would I have a sounder basis , but I feel that progress 
a long tbe lines contemplat ed would be acce lerated . 

?Y1y own experience has convinced me that advanced study for 
newspapermen with a background of practical experience is most 
valuable . I belie ve it would be worth while for the committee 
to give special consideration to a pplications of other newspaper­
men who are interested in equipping t hemselves to deal more 
effectively with s out hern problems . 

In regard to the request that I submit t h e names of persons 
under whom I have worked I suggest Dr . Howard Odum, D£_. Guy 
Johnson and Dr . Lee w. Brooks . For an estimate of the va'Tue 
of the study outlined in the accompa&1ying plan of wo-r k the 
committee may be interested in the opinion of ~l~ Johnson 
of The Baltimore Evenii,:ig Sun. I am not acquainted personally 
with 1ilr . Johnson and have had no connection with h im. However, 
as a former head of the Department of Journalism her e , as an 
outstanding newspaperman and one who has a grasp of the present 
situat i on in t he South, he should be well qualified to judge . 

The amount requested from the li\lnd : ~1500 . 

i ourp/ truly , 

&~~~ 
Gould "'Be ecr.._ 



. r- -~ I _, .. . -

· .January 41 1938 

Dear Kr. Beechi Al though our f'ellowships a r e nor-
mally for one year, our Fellowship 

Committee will consider renewals 1n exceptional cases. 
In app4-'ing for a rei,.ewal.,. pl ease autatit the f ollowi.D,g 
information to us before February 1, 19~8: 

A. A s tatement containing (l} a preliminary 
report of the •ork that has been accom­
pliabed during the teJlllre of your fellow­
ship, (2) a plan o! work for the ensuing 
yefl.r. (Pleaae subrl t five copies of 
thia statement). 

B. The names of t wo or three people under 
wbora you have wori(ed during your Fund 
fellowship. 

C. The amount requ,sted from the Fund. 

Upon the receipt of th~ •t;><>ve ill:-_ /? 

forma t i on, I shall be gl ad to present your renewal of -
a grant to the Con.1ttee. 

llr. &Quld Beech 
-- uiuv~rsley or' l'ofm l!ffllina 

Chapel Hill 

Very tru]J y o:.ira, 

RAYMOND R. PATY 



Julius Rosenwald Funcc~ f t'.\;l\ t :.;_ ~_\ : o·'"" 
4901 Ellis Avenue I C._,._\....) \ "i VJ t: ~ 0 

CHICAGO 

To Payment Voucher No. £!0.$5 

Date 

Accounts Appropriat}on No. Debit Credit 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



l'OIIM Ill Julius Rosenwald Fund.:·c·i ! r · . ~ · q P. ~ 
4901 Ellis Avenue • l - ~ i-.._., V • V l • V 

CHICAGO 
To 

I t' . Gculo M • . D£,.Ch 
Payment Voucher No. 5850 

Date l oYeaber 50, 19;.17 
rol Pritchard Avenue 

Chapel Hi ll, Nor t h Ci r oli na 

fifth payment on f'~llowehip grmted • / 15/57 - - - - - - - - - - - - f l50.00 

Ck.#13608 

Accounts Appropriation N o. Debit Credit 

White Sout hern Fellowshipe 56-51! $150.00 

fit ' ( 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by r P' 
All 

Comptroller 
I j J 



FELLOV S\-\\ PS 

tioTember 29, 1957 

Dear Mr. Beechs It is good to hear of your 1,ork at 
Chapel Hill, and ...-e are delighted to 

know that you foel that the experiences there are just 
what you had hoped tor. The University of Horth Carolina 
is becOlli.ng in~reasingly signif icant as a central labora­
tory fer the Soutoen Regi ons , and we aro glad that a 
nuaber of our Fellows aro there. Although each Fellow 
is engqed in ~ study along the lines of his own interest 
the group as a whole possesses a com::K>n interest, the 
deTelopment of thtl 6outa. It is gratil'yin. that a 
natural aaaociation of our people is coming about since 
this proYides an exchange of idoaa and experiecces as 
Taluabl.e ae the work each is doing on hi~ own probleu. 

I plan to be in Chapel Hill at some 
time during the school year, but it may be that my visit 
will be delayed until later in the winter. Thank you for 
the invitation. l shall certainly accept aoi am lookillg 
tonard to the visit with all or you. 

My warmest regards to you and Mrs • .Beech. 

Sincerely yours, 

RPallLU 

--~~1¥1&14 
Borth Carolina 



~ •• · .... 

\ 

GOV, 9 RFFGH 
- - t:HAPEL H I L L , N . C , 

4 

:)ear !..r . .1:'aty: 

I am happy to report that we are conr:enially 

situated hf:tre , and I :1ctVe found unlimited 0.1.iortunity for 

study and ·,,ork alon<; the lines contemnh. ted in my 11 l)!;lica ti" 1. 

'i'he Univel""ity surposses all of my expectatior.s. 

As 1 become more familRr with the contribution 

the academic world is mi::l.king to wouthern life I am convinced 

th&t there will be an ever-broadening field for interpreting 

and disseminatinr, technical infor,i1atio:1. :ha tever service 

I r-.ay be able to i.)erform in that directinn ''rill be increased 

two - fold by the or.•ortunity the Rosenwuld .t'Und has made 

pos~ib.;.e . 

I understand that~~- Odum has forwarded to 

Mr . Embree a memorandum I prepared on Ger(;i.ld Johnson ' s 

':'he Wasted Land and its sip;nif'icunce as an interpretotio,1 

of The Southern Regions . 

tt.S you know there l'lrA s ix 11.oserr,1c1ld Fello,JS ,,ho 

ire worKi n,.,. in thiq iIT1Irediate vicinity--,1rs . l-Id1 ood, Miss Mell , 
..,A ,~ 

Govan , Coleman, ,·:1lker and myself . I have been fortunate in 

becominR acquainted Hith all of them- -in fact ·1iss .:ell lives 

in the same home ,,here we have ~n u cartment . n. few ni~hts 

aro I 8ttended u ser.iinar at Duke where .h1lker and l.oleman 

made a pro~re s~ report on their project . Since there hafpens 



GOULD BEECH 
CHAPEL HILL, N . C , 

to be such a number of us here we hope you \ti 11 find it 

convenient to vismt u~ soon . Per.iaps you cnn brinr; Mr. hmbree 

vri th you . 

Mary joins me in se~dirg you best recards and 

extending an i 1 vi t ati on for you to have d i nner with us ·, hen 

you do come . 

!.!r . Raymond p,1 ty 
Chicaro , Illi no i s 

Sincerely yours , 



,ro11M tu Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4~~~·~:~e~ue FELLO\f✓3l --i j PS 

To 
~r . Coul d M. D, ,ch 

Payment Voucher No. 

fOl Pri tcbi r d J-v tnue 
Date Oc!.ot: r ~9 , 1 ,'f 

Cha. _•t l l!i ll, lforth Cr r ol ir..a· 

Fourth payr.ent on fdlor.sl\lp granted 4/15/67 - - - - - - - - ♦100 .no 

Ck.(; 18452 

Accounts 

White Sout her n Fello~ships 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. 

i 6- 31A 
Debit 

t1oc.oo 
Credit 

Comptroller 



l'OftM IU 

Julius Rosenwald Fu~ L,,,......· . . : :'; : , ..,;,:.._~ 
F, U ... i l !-· -~ 4901 Ellis Avenue C ,; , .__ r , , ,,;;;, 

CHICAGO 

To 
Mr . Go,J.l.d i.. Beech 

Payment Voucher No. 5647 

Date October ll, 1937 

Ci!apcl Hill, Horth c~ rol_nE::. 

Third ~E~a_nt on f cllo~ship l r , nted 4/ l5/S7 - - - - - - - - - - fl00 .00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

White Sout hern Fell owships B6- 3ll $100. 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Al( 
Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

4901 Ellis Avenue LO' ~ : (' \ I •, PS 
cH1cAGo FEL ·4 \10 r 1 

Payment Voucher No. 5560 

Date 

C ~pcl Hill , Horth Cr: roline 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

White Southern Fellowships c6- 51A t1co.oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
chicago, Illinois 

GOULD BEECH 
CHAPEL HILL, N . C , 

Attn: Controller's Department 

Dear Sirs: 

Sept. 7, 1937 

I am enclosing a receipt for fees paid for 
the first quarter. I understand that I am going to 
be given an exemption on out-or-state and certain 
other tuition fees. The· enclosed is for the balance 
due for the quarter if I receive these exemptions. 

In the schedule of payments I submitted 
I specified that I would like to set aside $100 to 
be paid to me on request. I believe that it would 
be advisable for me to deposit t hat amount with the 
bank here in case of i mmediate needs, and I would 
appreciate it if you would send ma a check 4'ml!rnM•am 
at your convenience. 

Yours truly, 



10MM.'3'i' 
O.P. 138'16, 

l>ATE. 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTrH CAROLINA 
CASHIIER"S AUDITED RECEIVABLES -

IElDP LA.NA TTION C&:ElDllr 
BAL.ANOE 

DIUE ill.CCI"_ NO. 



~Ll O~HPs 
t • 

August 10, 1957 

Dear Ir. Beecht Your letter to Ir. Paty has been 

referred to me in Uiss glvidge'a 

abaence from t he city. I aee no r eason why the sched­

ule of payments as out lined by you should not be satis­

factory . It is our cus tom to pay t uition direct t o t he 

inst i tution where a Fellow is studying and t he remainder 

of the grant i n monthly instalments , but your schedule 

has been worked out so carefully that 1£ you will send 

us your receipted bills showing tuiti on payacnts aade 

t o the Universi ty I aa sure it will be all we shall need 

f or our f iles . 

Enclosed you will find our check f or 

f'OO r epresenting t he f i r s t payaent on your t ellowship 

grant. 

Ir. Gould Beech . ti::: 
e f6tft1hfiry i5vertlser 

llont.goaery, .Uaba• 

Very truly yours, 

~-
!asistant Coaptroller 



l'OltM taa Julius Rosenwald 

To 

Th r. ?•cntr~cury : tlvertitcr 

4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 
Payment Voucher No. OSfU 

l<"'ir:,t pt:iyr.c.nt on t lllor;ah:!.p gruntu :. 4/ 15/87 - - - - - - - - - - - t4oO . OO 

Ck .g3JG0 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

, ,400 . 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



R. F . HUDSON, 
PF?E.S IDEN T ANO PUBLISHER 

THE: ADVE: RT I SE:R CO. 
P A OP A IC T O RS 

FE~LOWSHtP$ 

OJt !R1w1Jomtre Atr,rrliftr 
CONST RUCTIVE F EARLESS I N DEPENDENT 

ESTABLISH ED 18 2 8 MONTGOMERY, ALA. 

Dear Mr. Paty: 

I have not been able to go to Chapel 

Hill to make final arrangements for my courses, 

but plan to do so within a week or two. Meanv,hile 

we are making preparations f or packing, moving and 

renting a house. 

I am enclosing a schedule of payments. 

If for any reason it does not conform to the 

requirements or convenience of t he Fund, please 

notify me. 

As the time nears to l eave I am becoming 

more and more enthusiastic over t he opportunity. 

Yours truly, 

a~ ~c:.A 
t1/Gould Beech 

-..au p11,,s: hlJ•■ 4 6' 

f , -r ,, •r 
' 



R . F . H UDSON, 
PRE:S IOf'.NT ANO PUBLISHER 

THE ADVERTISER CO. 
PROPA1£TOR $ 

<;ONSTRUCT IVE FEARLESS INDEPENDENT 

ESTABLISHED 1828 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Sirs: 

MONTGOMERY, ALA. 

August 6, 1937 

I submit the following schedule of payments 
on fellowship awarded me for 1937-38 for your approval: 

$400. At an early date. 

100. October 1 

100. November 1 

150. December 1 

100. January 1 

100. Febuary 1 

100. March 1 

150. April 1 

100. May 1 

100. June l 

100. On request 

$1500. Total 

Yours truly, !i~ ~e-<.. 
ould Beech j 



June 10, 1957 

Dear ~Ar. Beech, Upon m;y- r eturn to the office 

yesterday I found your letter 

of ~ay 9. We hnTe no suggestions reg!lrdine your 

work other than those I made to you at the conference 

we had in April. We should appreciat e hearing from . 
you after you have made your arr~nge~ents Gt the 

University of Nortn Carolina, both as to the work 

you will do and the way in which you would like to 

have your fellowship payments ~ade. 

Mr. Gould M. Beech 
Mon'tgoaat j idvertlt&i .._ 
Montgomery, Alaba.cia 

Very truly yours, 



R. F . HUDSON, 
?RESIDENT AND PU6LISl"'IER 

~,t,O AOVERTISER co. • f"", ~ 1\' l>RO l>RIE:TORS 

~\u~~" 
©Jt fflottlgo.rr~ .Aooriurrli!½tr 

CONSTRUCTIVE FEARLESS INDEPENDENT 

ESTABLISHED 1828 

Mr. Raymond P aty 
Director of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Mr. Paty: 

l~ I J 

It occurr ed to me that trallscripts of 
my college record might still be on file in your 
office. As I remember it, four or five copies , . .-ere 
sent v i th my application. If possi ble I \.rould like 
to have one copy sent to the registrar of' the 
l:niveJ·si t y of North Carolina and another sent to me . 

I plan to go to Chapel Hill in about 
t wo weeks to plan my course , and particularly to 
arrange, if possible, to take elementary cours es 
in sociology by correspondence i n or der t o fulfill 
requirements for a Master ' s degree. 

If I had copies of the transcr ipt 
available at that time it would be a help to me 
and save me the expense of having others prepared . 

In case it is i nconvenient or in case 
the copies have iammm not been preserved , I can make 
other arrangements easily. 

I am looking forward with increasing 
enthusiasm to the opportunity t o study next year 
at Chapel Hill. Between now a.11d September I hope 

, t 
l 

to make every possible preparation that g ives pr~mise 
of adding to the effectiveness of my study there . 

. I n the letter notifying me of the avmrd 

\ 

you mentioned the f act that the committee 1.':oulG. have 
sug.e;estion s to offer in connection 11·i tll my period of 
s tudy . I do not pl2.n to outliremy coulrse defir:itely 
in the near future, and wi ll be onxi ops ~ I rec~i-✓e 
:::-r..y Sl'.Ecestioiis the members of the Ofl' i Ul;e m&y h.:: v1;: 
to offer at any time in the summer '-!Then ~o:t;1.venient. 

[I 
-.,, ' 

] 



~ -- .-I'-
R . F . HUDSO N, 

?RESIDENT ANO ?U6LIS"E'R 
THE: ADVERTIS E R CO 

PR 0PR:IIICTOA: S 

CONSTRUCTIVE F EARLESS I NDEPENDENT 

ESTABLISHED 1828 MONTGOMERY, ALA. 

It is possib l e t hat you or some of t he 
members of the committee may be in t his section 
dur ing t he summe r . I f so , please notify me a s 
I would like to t ry to arrange to see you, or them, 
personl"lly. 

Yours truly , 

4'~~ 
/ Gould Beech 

J 



ESTABLISHED 1B28 

R. F . HU DSON, 
PRESIDENT ANO PU6LISNE"A 

Mr. Raymond Paty 
Director of Fellowshi ps 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Ill. 

Dear Mr. Paty: 

THE ADVERT IS ER CO 
PROPRICTORS 

CONSTRUCTIVE FEARLESS I NDEPENDENT 

M O NTGOMERY, ALA. 

April 20 , 1937 

RPP \ J ( 
---:------, 

_\ __ \ 
--
-r 
-\ - l _j_ ___ .-

: .~~-____...., ....... 

This is to notify your committ ee of 
my acceptance of the fell owship granted me . 

I also wish to express my appreciation 
to the committee for the trust it has placed i n 
r1e , and to the Rosenwald Fund which has made the 
fellowship possible . I pledge myself to make the 
most of the f ellowship , bot.~ f 0r tLe p e~~oc of its 
uur ati on and afterwards , in carrying out the 
objectives for which it i s grantedl 

I will be glad to receive any sugges tions 
the cornr;iittee may have f or i ncreasing the ef :ec~iveLtss 
of my period of study at the 'Gr..iversity of North 
Carolina . 

Sincerely yours , 

'fl. h<-ed ,&_,, cJ 
Gould Beech 

J 



VICTOR H, HANSON 
Ct1AI AMAN O F TME 1150AAO 

JAMES E.CHAPPICLL Fr::, I - • • JOHN C . CLARK, 
~ l'U!:$101!:N T L:...__ .f ', r " "'-,.C. C. T lllle AS . '- '-" ·- ,,_ r ~ v ·· .. , . -" ,.. 

I / 1 ~" THE SIAM I N G H AM N EVVS CO.. / •" 
P AOPR t E:TOAS '-'" 

©ht lSirminghnm Ntnrii 

EVENING - MORN I N G - S UNDAY 

1.:r . Raymo ?Jd Pa ty 
49 01 ~ l l ib Ave nu e 
Chicago, Illi noib . 

:Jear J.:r . Paty : 

THE BIRMINGHAM AGE-HERALD 
THE SouTH·s GREATEST NEWSPAPERS 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. J:ar ch 2 5 , 19 37 

of :·on tcomery , i b "l.n a_.?pli cant f.' or a Rob emval d f el l o·Nbhi p t o t ql:::'e ,.,dve.nc cd 

cour b eb i n b oc iology ctnc.! economi cb at the Tni7-'n,i ty of J"ort11 ';2. r olinq, I 

am vrriti ng t h i b t o you i n your caJacit~• a b J i rt?c to r o f 'i1el l o;1shi r, b t c bay 

ho ·,·1 great ly ··,e Alabo.ma newbp:-pcr peopl e admi re Jrr . Teec'r: and beli eve i n h if:> 

cap~cit• to be a n i n fluen c e f er grt?at ~ood in t~i b re~ i on . I h a v e k nown h i m 

9er bonal l y andprofebbionA.ll y e v er oi nc e he fi ni bl-it:>r:I n.t the rniverbi t.'' o f 

.U abru:Je qnd b e c ame o ne of The :fontgomer;/ AdYert io r ' o editorial v,rit e rb , a nd 

I t l-i i nk of hi m a s ex c eJ tionall y earneb t , i nt elli~ent and bympa th~ tic i n 

t':e many mP.t ter b u ~on "1hic 1 tl:i b b t a t e ' b human dev elopment de')endb . I n ad­

d ition he hab t he 13reat xxrt o.bbet of p~rbon::i.lity . P-=ople l i ke him and be­

li err e i n h im . I -d o not knor, o f anyone whom I c ould co mm end to you ·,·i t h more 

genui ne enthubi aom . 

i"i th reg2.rd~ cUHl ev ~-::;r r:ood v,i bh , 

Si nc erely , J 

J o,,, ""emple LI 



Official Transcript of the Record of 

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
UNIVERSITY, ALABAMA 

OFFICE OP' THE REGISTRAR 

.. .,(.i...li.,, ... L • .(;"-v-4'! ...... 4.C,~ ........................ ..... ......................... l!!'.'l .. ..,.t:..;!l. ....... : .:_f.....C,~ ... J. •• _: .1: ... -L--t.4'.c ·>······-"-• ················ ··· ··············· 
School 

in the College of ......................... ~ .. .>.J-••• £ .•.. •-······~····L .. _c.'-'t:..;, ...... -~!-~.: .nt.o. ............................ Admitted ......... t,, .. t ...... L ......... !.t10 ............ . 
Degree Awarded: ··············· ········-•''.'. ... C..:..~~"-···'--······!.~.t .... , ........ -.-r··'-'f· ···.! . ..t::.i-~ .............................................................................................. . 

HIGH SCHOOL RECORD RECORD OF COLLEGE WORK 
... .,.f.\,.-C~ ..................................... . Course Name and Final GradN **Sem. 

Session 

.. l-5J ..................... .. Graduated 

Number Descriptive Title of Course hi 2•d r Hour 
____ 1----------------:-------------------I_S_em_. _S_em_. __ Credits 

_E_n_g_li-sh-- I ~ 

History 

Civics 

Algebra 

Plane Geom. 
, 

Solid Geom. 

Trigonometry 

French t') 

Spanish 

German 

HomeEc. 

Botany 

Gen. Science 

Biology 

Physics 

Physiography 

Chemistry 

Agriculture 

Drawing 

Man. Training 

Com. Sub. 

_O~t~h:::;er:...;S~u::.::b::..· --- -1----lli..) • ,., • . V 

Total Accepted l: 
KEY TO SYMBOLS: 
•condition removed. 

.II.Year course for which no credit 
1tis given unless both seme.sters 

are completed. r 
V • .., 

.. A semester hour equals 18 hours 
of rec. or 36 hours lab. 

-----------~1vv- ~ 
KEY TO GRADES: 
UNDERCRAD1JATE S CHOOLS AND 

Cou.ECES 
A-90•100; B-80•89; C-70•79; 

D - 60·69; E - 50•59· F - 0•49; 
I-Incomplete; X-Absent from 
examination. 

D is passin_g grade for all 
Freshmen and Sophomores. 

D is passing grade for all stu• 
dents in · undergraduate schools 
who are required to graduate un• 
der the Quality Point System. 

C is pessing grade for Juniors 
and Seniors who are not required 
to graduate under the Quality 
Point System. 

ScsooL OP Mmtct•• 
(Beginning 1930·31) 

PH-90·100 
PC-80· 90 
P -75• 89 (Pus) 
E -65• 74 (Conditon) 
F - 0- 74 (Failure) 

ScHOOL OP I.Aw 
(Beginning 1931·32) 

A-90·100 
B-80- 89 
C-70- 79 
D-60· 69 
F- 0- 60 (Failure) 

An average of 11C" is required 
for graduation. 
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Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Marqaret 5. Simon 
Secretary 

D. A.Elvidqe 
Comptroller 

.. 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
+901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

March 6, 1937 

J.C. Dixon 
Director for Rural Education 

M. O. Bousfield. M.D. 
Director for Neqro Health 

Raymond Paly 
Director for Fellowships 

The Fellowship Connnittee would like to have from 
each oandidate a suggested budget for the proposed period of 
study. Please fill in the following form (or alter it to fit 
your needs) and return this sheet to Raymond Paty , Director for 
Fellowships, at your earliest convenience. 

For nine months 

Room and board • • • •• • ••••• • • ••• • • $ 630 . 

Clothing . .. . . . . . . ... . ... .•.. . .. . 

Insurance . ... .. . .. . ... .. ..... .. . 

Tuition •.... ..• •.. . •..•.• . . . , ... 

Books . ..•• . . • • . .......• . . . ....... 

Transportation .• • . • ••.• •.•••• • •• 

Miscellaneous••••••••••• • •••• ·· • 

Total .for . .?J.iM .l!JQfl ... tJiij •• •. ••.. 
Total for three months 

Total amcunt needed 

90 . 

84 . 

247 . 

35 . 

100 . 

150 . 

1336 
450 

ti-, 786 

Amount applicant can provide • • • • None - - ---
Amount requested from Fund •• ••• • $ 1,786 

Gould Mean Beech 
19 Earl Place 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Three months Summe r school or s timd i/..e..o. • . • t~50 (opt i on~l ) 
I. r-/' 
!I.Lillli .,, 



R. F'. HUDSON. - • - "' THE ADVERTISER CO. 
PRESIDENT ANO PUBLISHER P AOPA1CT0R$ 

CONSTRUCTIVE FEARLESS INDEPENDENT 

ESTABLISHED 1828 

Fellowship ~omrnittee 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Sirs: 

MONTGOMERY, ALA. 

March 11, 1937 

The accompany estimat e of expenses is 
based on figures included in the University of No rth 
Carolina catalogue . 

I have i ncl uded in the mm itemized a ccount 
estimates f or the nine months period only. The 
additional amount estimated for att endance a t both 
Summer ses sions or three months of travel is optional 
with the committee. 

Although I specified that I am not in a 
position to provide any portion of the needed amount, 
it i s possible t hat I could bor row a nomi nal portion 
of it. 

Yours truly, 

~Lf)//~~ 
/ Go~;; Beech 



f 
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate. ____ G_o_u_l_d_M_. _B_9_e_c_h __________________ _ 

Report Requested of ___ ._Dr_ ._Ge_· o_r_,g,._e_ H_._ D_e_nn_yL..-------.--------------

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate•s plan of work is attached.. Please return it with 
your statement. NOT ENCLOSED 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abili.ties and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great 
as~istance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the l:i'rge 
number of candidates who apply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

Mr. Raymond Paty, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

My dear Mr. Paty: 

We recall Mr. 
promising young man. 

-~ ~~ CI..J 
Gould ll. Beeoh as a extra-ordinari~y 

You will have from others statement concerning his+ 
career, which we consider rather extra-ordinary. 

I shall not undertake in this letter to~n erate Y.r . Beech's 
t.wl!Astrong points. You will have from others stateme onoerning his 

~- scholarship and general and special abilities. jl 
" . {) 4,t '1-c,..... 

I must, however, add a word regarding Mr. Beech's unusual 
I JI , -,, 

OVER 



personality and open-mindedness and character as a man. He has al­
ready had good training, but he realizes the necessity for. getting 
training along special lines, and I know of no one who would make bet­
ter use of it. 

As you know, Mr. Beech is n~ Assistant Edi tor of the Mont­
gomery Advertiser, one of the leading newspapers of the Southeast. 
Tha Editor-in-chief of the Advertiser, Grover c. Hall, was talking to 
me reoe!ltly about )!r• Beeoh. He is delighted with his work on the 
Advertiser. He greatly desires him to continue his servioas. 

It seems to me entirely to Mr. Beeoh' s credit that under th~ 
oirou.~stanoes he is willing to go out and get broader training and fit 
hi.~salf for a higher career. 

Mr. Beech went directly from us to the Advertiser, and we 
have felt very proud of the work that he has dono and the position he 
has taken among the promising editors of the state. We co!ll!tlend him 
to you. 

lly yours, 

GHD:P 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving hlm opportunity to utilize his abilities?~ ~ 

i ~.;-r-~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ --Iii!~ ~ ~ 4 f/--cr~ . 
Signed -tlr"~o/ I ------ -/ ~ . 

~~, 
Position or Ti!r =:-;;;;; 
Address:--~~~~=:-=:l!!¥--~--,..__::~=--::=.:..~ ____________ .:...__--::-=,-____ ---:-_ 

ate J¼ lr ~ ,/.; ),3/ - ---------- -=--------- ~.-- - J.1 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for FelloJships, Julius R~nwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Gould Means Beech 
Name of Candidate. ________ , _ _ ___________________ _ 

Report Requested of __ G_r_o_v_e_r_ C_._._Ha_l_l ____ __________________ _ 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. NOT ENCLOSED 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great 
~ istance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adeq; ate review of the large 
number of candidates who apply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 
:::-,1 :r . , at:1 : .i:·. brc·--: ii:.~ e-rrcu''Le 0"' 1..:. J :., ":' · t: .., -"' ::. ' 
Fo rl.0,lt 2 Ytn:'s h h· <c" be,ri '"8. >~:...- ':.·· -,:.:.tJ'" ,.-r .1.:: . .:.cl1; rt·.::- ... . iL i:: 
a ~f'al..1lL <-tnr,cnt a .=- so~.i.r,l:ii:;Y ··f r,·Jm, jcs .1,J r .. ,icul rlt r-s ~:.-: r· ' r:.--
t. t l• :;;:, U t} · 1· 'I- r (' ' , r I' _ l-, - .:, "' 1 · .:l r-,., ,. ,1 • • ~ i ' , , L i. "1 .L _ 1 ._ 
w Vt4 V •• • • -. - _.4,. .... t ....,I.., - ,.J ...) ,1 .., i ) 11.1 

i- '1'1ib ·_ L,.:. vU tJ b . CO. 'l ·(p,...,,. t . +-,. v·.inks tL - i ': Il _- .~ ,f' ..JT <1 t.:!"' L - n 
· - •· , · · t ·,... - t .,,. ... ' ... ... ' ,... · · ·1 • , "' ~ r t · • ,. •- t,... , -.. 1- , rl J.JU ••• .1. ... ~ ,,uJ {.. :'l.'1S ' v •'- I., \,. a. C . .!. ... , ,.,,. , _-,n · 1,,.. ! ,, _,. i:- ..;U1.,; v 

f' i ' ·, I l· C ,f',)!' ii t·rr,t~ . ~ &~ti•~. s rl,o ri1 i_ ~ ":-..lllth~.,.. ~ :1F-WS1Jf. r . 
L ~ : :. , E "'0 t,... i :- "'-.,,,, ·1 ~ ti 0r !"',.. .. l ,; be c "W1 _, t,, t} h:...: 1r ct p 1 • :. hl n·1...-.-
tr:r ,.,.,, · ~u1'1. r ~"'f . " .K. J\\ J"' • • b--·: :- · J ~ -:- '~ CJ 1. :.L i-i :-- • ':.' · r-: ,-, 
th , t'.""-,"C' ,..t, p "1''" . .i ... LL \ h- :_ ::-.i.l·Lt . I ::- .i.:" C't 'l" o ◄' rl, • _ _ ,.. 

~-- t t} .... .. . . 1_0:- uv, ,., •.• • B<'-,:h 1 _i .... -.:: t,; ."' -r 1 h:.s li ~P as ·11t ........ ·1:11 
\1r.'.t.t .... i r. ti.. ~D ... t1-i , ·· :'tr-:;- ct ~'fllr t; ~.?"Ci. J. i ._.Pl~ ~t ,c:· . ·.·~;-", 's ~1.,..0rr, ·, • .: ':,l: 
th.:. :_r'ea? 1. + !"1p2r-·:..s -:,,,.., ., - :.,- r-· s..u. 1

• 

~ J, 11J~ 
I 



f.J 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which woukLmake it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Sig,,..J J/tfll-t /j(/2_jl 
Pooitiono,c~ ~ L~ 

-Ad-dr_ess_P. ___ J7_-_ ~-~'----- ~ · ate ~~/2 ¥0" 7 
L 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius R~ enwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelo_pe is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Mr. Qould.,__,,M=•'---"B;..c;e..,c.e_c-'-h _ ___________________ _ 

Report Requested of Mr. James E. Chappell 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 

NOT l!:NCLOSED your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great 
assistanc!. in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large 
number of candidates who apply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

fJ z,ueu2 e~ 
~ r for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Mr. Gould Beech, of the Mont gomery (Alabama) Advertiser, is a particularly 

bright young man of fine character, who i s deeply interested in economic and 

social problems. Not being familiar with what work he has in mind , I run unable 

to go further than to commend hi m to your favorable attention as being worthy of 

every confidence; that he will take full advantage of any opportunities that you 

may see f it to give him. 

OVE-R _J 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Address ____ B;i.nningham, Alabama 

-------------- - ----------;-- -ate )1arch 3, 1937 
I. 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Juli~ R~nwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
490 I ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate _____ ~G~o-u-l_d...lL_~B=e=e--=c=h __________________ _ 

Report Requested of ____ H~a_r~ry....,___.M= • .._..A~y--=e=r_..s _______ ____________ _ 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. NOT ENCLOSED 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. ~ n early reply to this inquiry will be of great 
a~ ce in ;illowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large 
number of candidates who apply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. e ,a_e7<}/?;t;; 
Dire~ for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Mr. Beech came to us from the University of Alabama, where he had been editor 
of the college weekly and during his apprenticeship here he did excellent work. 
We were pleased to reconmend him for the position he now is holding as associate 
editor of' T'ne Montgomery Advertiser. 

11r. Beech is very ambitious and is a hard worker. He has a pleasing personality 
and nnkes contacts readily. In addition, he is a student and we believe that 
he is capable of advancing in his chosen profession. He is fortunate i n that 
he married a young woman of fine character, who will be helpful to him in his 
profession, as she also has a studious turn of mind. He is liberal in his atti­
tudes and I have been very much impressed with his intelligent approach to 
public questions that have arisen in this state and in the nation in recent 
years. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

SignM ~ ~ ' : 

Position or Title ~, Jl.., /J1i,,... 
Address, ______ .=..;~ ;..:;.___;;_'"-----'--L_- __,___ au_--=--'---,-----f--..,.---,----

- -----------------~ ate ) ,- 2- -19 '; 7. 
L ', 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Juli~ ;R~ enwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envJiope is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidat. _ _____ G_o_u_l _d_M_e_a_n_s_ B_e_e_c_h _____ _ 

Report Requested of _ _ ___ D_r_._ F_. __ D_. _P_a_t_t_e_r_s_o_n __________________ _ 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. NOT ENCLOSED 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An earlyJ ~Qly Jo this inguiry will be of great 
~jstance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large 
number of candidates who apply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

t/4-, 
tor for Fellowships / 

I a.'n pleased to endor.se the a-pnlica';ion of r . l'ould · eans .,eech , who 
as associate editor of t~ 0 onto• cry -Ldvertiser has , T believe , 
s -· :n himself to bt=1 entir..-ly ca,....a.ble and wo!'thy of consideration. 
T believe tLat if eranted tLis onnort11ni ty ;or stud; · r . eecll 1 s 
valt.e 1ill be vor:· "'1..tch tcnhc.'1.cen ·.n t½0 editorial "enart~ ent of 
t:.& · o:itt~omery 1,dvertL,er , ar ~ ·1y 'mo• ·lr<l e of l i -n n:-.rsor,1.ll y 
l eads re to feel thrt rr· ·,ill use his ta::._,::,..4;s cor,s+ruc-t:ivel~ in 
econo i ann so:::ial __._ t~on!:. llere in t' e ,..1outh. 

OVER 



Is tbe candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

SigneQ...._d _t;\---L-.:-:... Q~cr-~ .... --+-~~~===---====~-==------=---==----

Position or Title 

Address _ _ _ ;1_11_s_v.._cr_e_e __ :_n_,s_t_i_t_1 _t --'---1 _._.l_a_l_1n_,._,n ____ .....:....,,.......-,-- -----f---=-----=---~ 

L' 
(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Il~nwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for FelJowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

Mr. Gould Beech -----

Dr . Guy ~?!J.nson, Univers i ty of North Carolina 

__ C_h_a_..p_e_l_Hi_· _11 _ ____________________________ _ 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

\Ve shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An :~-reply to this ....,..4!2~if.YJ1!l,b.e_~ f;&'aL 

~~.ista~~~.JY~~~~~~-3.!~ 

!=0.~!~<!i.~;~~~r!~ 
Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

Director for Fellowships 

I n bri e f, I w i sh to s ay t ha t I t h ink Mr. Be e ch i s 
✓ 

a v e r y a b l e ma n, t hat he wo r k s ha r d , an d t hat he 
b el i e v es f ir m ly in wha t he i s tr y in g to do . I am 
i nclined to t h i nk t ha t he is a n ex c ep ti ona l ca s e 
a nd woul d j us ti fy fu rt he r supp o rt. He ha s a lr eady 
show n ta l e nt in edi t o ri a l wo r k , b u t he wo ul d b e o f 
much l a r ge r s ervice in t ha t fi e l d if he has a n op­
po rt un i ty t o r each ma t u rity in h i s s oc i a l sci en c e 
tr a inin g . 

The p l an ~f wo r k wh i ch Mr. Beech has su bmfftt ed s eem s 
t o me t o be we l I ada p t ed to h i s a i ms an d needs . Si nc e 
he expects t o wo r k l ate r i n t he So ut h , I be l iey he 
sh o_u ld concent r ate on that p hase. of h i s p r ogr am wh ic 
ha s to do wit h findin g ou t jus t whe r e ao ~ how he cou l d 
b es t make a con tri b ut i o n t o the s oci ~ I 4~ t e l l i ge nce of 
t he So uthe r n newspape r. 1r,,

1
_., 

1(1.1.LJ 
•.;. . 

...._J__ OVER: 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

yes 

-Signt>d ~ ~ =====-- -----~--------
p . . y· /

1 
R Ue~~: c i a t e & As soc i a t e Pr o f • o f Soc i o I o gy os1t1on or 1t ,;;_ ___________________________ _ 

Address, _____ U __ n_ i v_ e_r_s_i_t...:...y_ o_f _l'_!o_r_t_h_C_-_a_r_o_l_i_n_a--'-----==----....;.,-....l..--- --~ 

Cha pe l Hill , N. C . Feb . II, 1938 
---------------------'--- ___ .....,_ ~ate·---1'-+'+1-- -. 7) 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius ~9senwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelbpe., is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr . Goul d Beech Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of Dr . Lee_M. Brooks, University of North Carolina 

Chapel Hill 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An .,e!,;~ I:f!Y.il~ J.~!5 .... !:.?~~W=~ ~~ 
~ i!.t~nce_ in -~1!o~ ~~-g,,;t!~~~~~A~9~Jhip_o/~P.~_i£t_e! J~fl,i~~2..S~t1P.?-tf5?~ -::JP: .. a2.~~eJjJ$ .. !!f._Jhe l!r&.e.,. 
number ·of candidates who apply for grants. 
~,..~~ < * hffl w « ,-x,, ts«l,_......_ ..... ~,t1ntsa IPE 1f~M .. S 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 
Chape l Hill, N. C. February 12, 1938 

Julius Rosenwald .l!~ni, 
4~01 El lis Ave. Chicago 

Gentlemen: 

It has been a pleasure to ree..d over the statement by 
Mr. Gould Beech reg arding his vision an d program pertaining to 
the newspaper in modern sooi ety. I bawe talked with him a t various 
times on t h i s ru.bject and on related w.bjeots. Alweys I h ave b een 
impr eased with his: maturity of grasp, his ana1ytic powers, an..d. his 
remarkably wide base of knovirledge. Though he h a s b een with us 
only half of an acad emio year he has already established for himself 
an enviable r e putation for oo g ency of thinking. I look for him to 
be a rea l leader in t hougl1t. an.d wel1.-t emp!{"ed action in the South. 
I know of no one who give s more promise i ~ bringing about a n ew 
social-responsibility anphasi s in the field of mo <l;._e~ journalism. 
As i ndicsted in his s tatement he sees the lweaknesae,a in the present 
Bi 1ll..at ion and, a s nearly as anyone can, the, pos sib'.ilJftie s of a ne.w 
da;v in mwspap.er f umtioning. .; OVER___J 



In laying the founcla tion for the sort of task he envisions, 
he• has been ene:rg·atic in his studies; is one of the clearest thinkers, 
one o:f the best sift.e r.s of val.ues, I have ever had in my classes. 

Persomlly, I covet fer him every e.ppor1nnity to go a.head 
with his work, but more than fer the s a tisfactions omr~ct ed with my 
personal aimiration of him, I crave for the South and 1he Nation 
that he may be encouraged to go on and on toward the goal which he 
ancl the (too) few of his type are st riving to achieve. 

In 1his project he has my unquali:fied endorsement. 

~::~;;~ 
Lea M. Jjroo.k:s 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

I have seen not the sl ighte st iniica tion o f any hindrance. He 
r at.es of t ,he highest in personal cha.rm, di gnity, mental poV1ers, and 
all the rest. 

Position or Title_Cc~~=:::l!!~~~~~~_,__~~1-----'ct::;~~:::_g~~~:::!:::~..!::J.....,--_!::::L__!__L• t 
Address__c:'b~ ,7.,t;L£ r fe ~- ~ · -r ,,--;--, , l . 

--:----- - -------~J-Lnate f~- 12t I 98 f 
(Please r~turn to Raym~md Paty,. D~rector for Fellowships, Julius 'iR:9~~nwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Ilhno1s. Addressed, stamped envelbp.,e, is, enclosed.) 



_, Gould Beech 
Chape l Hi l l, N. C . 

, r L ..... t ._." . • ~ ... ~~ 

i T~ 
I 'U'L, , ,.. r o -:,·,,'./A:..D FUND • V '-' ...J 1-.a; .__ 

L --
PRELIMINARY REPORT ON FEL1,0USHIP 1937- 3 8 

During the first quarter I have concentrated on f amilarizi ng 

myself with t he natur e of cont emporar y Sout hern problems . A 

statement of my course of study will serve to i llustr ate the 

approach . I was enrolled in courses on the Negro , the .Labor 

Problem a nd The Sout hern Re gi ons . 

The f irst of these, urrl.e r Prof . Guy Johnson , i nc luded a 

considerat ion of t he background of the Ne gro i n J.unerica --slaver y , 

f r eedom, and present status . It also included an analy sis of the 

activit ie s of the various organizations and agenc ies seeking 

adjustments whic h would enable t he 1-.egro to make a greater con-
' 

tri bution to his own welfare and that of t he community . 

In i,rof . Ha rry D. \/o lf ' s cour se on the Labor Problem, to ­

gether with parallel reading , I have endeavored to gain an 

understandi ng of labor theory , and t he efforts of government , 

the employer and employees to impr ove the welfare of l abor . In 

this connection I ha ve been interested particularly i n the nature 

of the problem i n the Southe~st . 

The thi rd course i n which I was enrolled, The Southern Regi ons 

under Prof . Lee Brooks, afforded an opport unity to learn something 

of the South , it s economic , socia l and politica l problems and its 

capaci ties . The detailed s t udy of The Souther n Hegi ons, which vm s -
t he text for the course , provided a means of becoming familar with 

--.) 
this r egioll i nventor y as a permanent source book . 

In addit i on to the coursffi i n whi ch I wa s enrolled for crpdit , 

I audi ted Prof . Odum 1 s course on iY1ethods i n Soc ial Research and 
/ / 1 

have been in con stant contact wi th him as &n ad1Jl,sor . 
I J , 
✓J 



During the present quarter I am taking Southe rn Histor y 

1877 - 1937 , Statist ics and General Sociology . In the course on 

~outhern History I plan to concentrate on the influence of the 

newspaper . 

I have not confined my i nterests to c l ass -work , but have 

done conside rable r eading along lines that promised a better 

insight into the pa rticular problems in which I am i nterested . 

I have done some writ i ng . I n this connecti on I am enclosing 

copies of t wo articles: One , which appeared in the Carolina 

Magazine , on Gera ld Johnson ' s The Wa sted Land ; the other , which 

was rele ,sed by t he Southern Newspaper Syndicate , on tre possibility 

of re -directing t he approach of the tenancy progr am of the Farm 

Security Admini s t r at ion . I have spent some time , through personal 

correspondence and otrerwise , in an endeavor to get others i nterested 

in the wi despread dist r ibution of The wasted Land , beli eving it 

t o be valuable as a clear , readable interpretati on of t he !:>outheast •a 

problems . 

I have mmin attempted to a pportion my time betv,e en class work , 

contacts with the University as a whole and cont acts with the 

non- academic world in such a manne r as to get the most out of 

the opportunity to come here . 



!LAN OF \"tOHK 

The aim of the p l a n of work for the period of the Fellowship 

I now hold was : To prepa r e myself as an individual to utilize 

the contributions o f sociology and economics as an editoria l 

writer . 

1
11he pr e s ent plan of work contemplates an ex ten sio11 of this 

objec t ive : To study t h e possi oility oi' developing new techni ques 

for uti l i z i ng t_1e social sc iences t i1roup;u 1 .t erpre tation by t ne 

newspaper i n general . 

¥or the purposes of t his o ~t lin e t ne subject may be divided 

as f ollows: 

L . '11he bac.cground of t h e n ewspape:r.· as a social i nstrument 

in the Southeast . 

II . The ::ioutheastern newspaper I s potentialities for more 

effective service . The possibility for a more effective relation­

ship between t he nev1Spa per , as the ch ... ef source of puolic infor­

mation , and t h e unive rsity as the primar y s ource of resea r c h in 

sociology , economics , education and political science . 

III . hS a cor·olla r y , the depl:lrtment and schoo l of journa l ism 

and i ts function as a connecting linK bet ween t h e soci a l sciences 

a n d t h e newspaper . 

IV . Objectiv es and ,pproach . 

In the followin p; .1. have atte1ri.pted to draw ttP a g eneral state­

me n t of t 11e problem and to g ive a: mor e of an attitude of approac h 

r atner t han a specific methodology . ·.,_his has been neces sar, for t wo 

r easons . 1''irst, the limited ti1.,e available for preparation . 

Sec ond , in the mont i:1s ··emainiri.r-; before t hi s second phase of tile 

1 



work would be unclertaken , I plan t o continue pr epar- tion for it 

and will have developed a more s pec ific approach. ~ther e I have 

expressed o pi n ion s that are open to question , I hope they wi ll 

not be taken as conclusive but will be a ccepted as t entative for 

t h e purpose of t n is outline . 

I 

::studies of t he newspaper ' s r ole i n soci ety are limited . 

Thi s i s pa rticularly true of the news paper i n the uoutheast , 

avai lable material bei1.g co ni'ined for the mos t part to a few 

quantitat i ve studies and to h i sto rical mat erial of a general 

nat u r e . Liny det ermination ol' t h e news pa per ' s potentialities must 

necessarily be pr efaced 11ith a ,mowledge of its function in the 

past . 

In the Southeast " persona l j ournalism" prevails to a g r eater 

degree than i n the rest of t he country, although here , too , i t has 

been on the decline ,. The emphi:isis upon ed itorial opini on has 

undergone a paralle l dee .Line , but personal opinion i n the newspaper 

is still i n demand as evidenced by the widespread popularity of the 

sie;ned column . It is possible tht::1t the declininp i nterest i ll the 

editorial is due more to a change L the direc t ion and qua l i ty of 

editorials , rather t han to a chano;e i n the t a stes of the puglic . 

The phenomenal rise of the national syndicate and t h e in­

creasing developme nt of' the ma jor press servi ces , toget her witi1 t ue 

i ,provement in the methocls of pictur e transmission and r e produc -

t ion, holds a 'threat to t h e community - char a cter of t he newspaper 

a r,d to i ts i n fluence L . loca l and s tate affairs . '.l.'he newspaper 

of 30 , 000 cir c u lation ca_, provide its eaders dt)l t h e daily 
( r,-. 
IW 

✓ 



3 . 

columns of two or three of t ne natio. 1 s outstanding commentators 

for less than the salary of its office boy . byndicated cartoons; 

valuable as circu l at ion bui laers, usually occupy more spa ce than all 

of t he loccally r repared materi c.1 1 c o,,1bined . The 1i1ajor press services 

provide an abundance of material gathered fro 1n al l over t h e world , 

and .tne increa sed interest in pictures adds to ti1e premium on 

space . Under sucn Sircumstances fluctuation i n the l)rice of news ­

print has become a f actor of c onsiderable socia l significance . 

I am interested in studying these various facto1•s from t h e 

viewpoint of the sociolo3ist primc:1rilJ,r , using t 1e h istorical 

a pproach. The newspaper as an i r.stitution c annot b e isolated 

co 1plete1y from i ts c ommun1ty for t he purpose of a nalysis. l,1uch 

is yet to be lea r ned of t ne inf luence and counter- i nf'J.uence of 

each u pon the ot~or . 

This phas e of' t ne study is co ncerned with tne questio1, of 

interpreting t ~e news paper t n the social sciences . 

II 

Although significant pl"ogres s has oeen made i11 "Lhe study of 

the :::,outheast 1 s pressing econo,nic , social and political problems 

the difficulty of r e ac ~ing t 1~ pu ~lic t h rough t h e newspaper re -

1na ins . In the physical sciences tlle major p r ess s e r v ices have 
V)\, 

been active i n ~terp1°et ing de_ve lopment s to the pu ulic . ~c i enc e 

Service , through it ~syndicated material , is providing addit i ona l 

mat erials . Editorial Heasearch rteports , which provides a service 

for e atnering and i nterp1'et ing economic and government al data, 

has not been 

Material 

subscribed to by many pa prrs- i n t-he fa>outheas-t . 

is ava ilable wh i ch would ead to 1 / wider underst a n d ­
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i ng of' such pr·ob lems as freignt - rate a.iff'erent ia ls , wage differeu­

t ia ls, labor legislation , f1::1rm te11ancy , cotton economics , l abor 

r elations , r ace r e lations , r egional pl an11i ng , etc . However , tnere 

are f'ev, men who a r e ca pable of inter pr 8ting sucn i nfor mation to 

the public . 

One o f t he mo st successful efforts to m~~e available the re ­

sults of economic - social - civic s tudies h1::1s bee11 0he University 

News - Letter of the ::>ep1,:1rtment of .Ltu ral 8ocial -Economics of' the 

University of liorth Carolina . i<'ew othe r uni v er· s1 t i e s hav e been 

successf'.-ll i n pr ovia i ng sim .... lar matcril=ll avai l abl e for' ~ publi ­

c ation in their r espective states . None provide material t ha t 

is reg ional i n scope . 

It is only througl.1 t h e substitution oi' a factual , unemotion1::t l 

a pproacn f'or tn.e biased , e motiona l approach that the wouth will 

fi nd a wa y out of it s difficulties . It is t n e university tha t i s 

leadiug the way i n this r e s pect . 

4 . 

This ph!:ise of 1,he study is co ncerned with the practica l pe s s i ­

b ility of i nterpreting t he contribut ion s of ~he social sc i ences , 

and in maki ng them more readily av a ilable for the use of the 

newspapers . 

I I I 

Although journa lism is an old professi o n , older than the 

United St a t es , s pecialized education i n journalisrn is a r ecent 

development --the fi r st professional school dati ng from 1908 . 

Today , although sch ools and d e partments of j ournalism a r e numer­

ous , t he wei gh t of opi n ion il:! t o t he e ffect t nat 1 11 general they 

s houl d be classified a s -c rade , r ather than as ¥fofessional . 'l'hi s 
I• I 



view i s borne out by t h e fact tuat i11 1936 only two doctorate 

degrees i n journali sm were awarded in the United States , while the 

numbe r of M. A. 1 s , i nc luding Columbia ' s 59 , was so.1 

5. 

I n the Southeast there ar<:: s ave11 departme nts of journalism 

with two universities haveins schools listed . In 1936 they g r ant ed 

on l y two m •• , sin journalism. However, 119 A. B. 1 s were awarded 

i n t hat year , and ii42 students were c lassified as II prof es s i ona l 11 
• 

I nc l udi~g pr ofessi onal , pr e - professiona l, those taki ng c ourses in 

schools whi ch did not have departments and t hose c lassii'ied as 

miscellaneous, t h e tot a l number of s tudents was 2 , 110. ~stimat ing 

professionals, pr e - prof es siouals and 01<e - t 1.1i r d of those ta ... i:i 11g 

courses i n coll~ges not havi 1!g d e pi::1 rtment s , it appe ars t hat at 

l east 1,000 students i ntended to go i nto newspaper work . 

The bulk of t ~is t r aini ng , judging from t he cu r ricul uws and 

persona l ex perience , is i n the mechanics of .) urnalism- -co py- readiag , 

newswriting , headlines, etc . ,'lhile ,1os1:; univa rsit i e s i., -che South-
t he 

e ast offe r courses i n/ history of journalism, little attention is 

g iven to the newspaper ' s function i n society , t h e et :1i cs of the 

newspape r i 11 pract·ice and theor y and courses designed to g ive 

t he stud ent !:-i concept ion o f the social aspects of journalism as a 

professi on . (A paralle l is found i u t hose law sc.:.1ools whi c x1 em­

phas i ze the case study a uproach wi t h s c ant attent i on to con ce pt s , 1 
justice a nd the broader aspects of j uris prudence . ) 

The prog r ~ms of study for undergraduates i nclude requirements 

for c ourse s i ll "such subjects as hi s tor y , economics, gover nment , 

All the f i gures g i ven a r e rr[ 1'd1tof/ &: Publisher: s 

l / / I ' ( r,-. 
Newspaper Yearbook for 193 7, the on~y ource r~~~il ) ~vailable . --~ ...:.------- -"' ' 
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a nd politics , s ociology , lit e r ature a nd l anguage , natura l science , 

psycho l ogy and ph ilosophy" .
2 

\!i thi n t his field , however , i t ha s 

been diff icu l t t o 1nold a Jl broad bac1{gr ound11 without r unni ng i nto 

t he danee r of a llov1iEg the student t o escape wi th a superficia l 

hodge - podge of credi t s i n disco ,.nected and unre l at ed course s . 

Thus far , journalism educ at i on has not been ent irely sati s ­

f ac tory to t h e s tudent , the univer sity which ha s a department or 

school, or to the newspaper . I t i s still i n a period of adjust ­

ment. 

A numbe r of handica ps have r etarded ad jus t ments . 'Dhe under­

gr aduat e who pr epare s for t he broad f i e l d of jour nalism does not 

know whic , t a sk he is f i t t i ng himself for specificall y . I f he 

knew t hat he was de stined t o bec orne a dr amat i c c r i tic he cou l d 

t a lrn cour ses i n t h e Victorian Drama a nd Shakespeare , but at t hat 

period i n hi s career i t i s just as l i kely t hat he wi ll become a 

labor re porter and a course i n ~ersonnel Rilat ion s or La oor Theory 

wou ld be more va luabl e. 

One of the ch ief handi caps , per ha ps , has been t h e dec1 r t h of 

journa l ism education on t he gr aduate level • .l:'roblems i n the ad ­

justments of ~he socia l sciences t o the needs of socie t y a r e 

dealt with i i, t he uni ve r s ity on the gr adua te leve l eind out of t he 

gr aduat e sc 100 1 have co .. 1e -c h~ r esearcu and t he br oaden i ng of hori ­

zon s t h at a r e e sse .11t i al t o maturi ty . 

The s e l ection of texts for t h e s t udy of journa l ism is meagr e , 

anot her handicap due i n part t o t he s carc i ty cf graduate schoo l s . 

2 . Recommendat ion of Council on Education 
of Schools and De partment s of Journali~m. 
Da i ly News paper i n America . 

of Ame r ican As soc i at i on 
J.i'ror, Lee , l\ .M., The 

,,J.-­
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7. 

There are a number of histories of journalism i n the Uni ted States , 

including one of t he most recent , The Daily Newspaper !!:_ America, 

by Alfred M. Lee . In hi s hi story Lee emphasizes the soci a l aspects 

of the newspaper . There are numerous works on newspaper editors; 

there are exa l aat i ons of t he newspai:x,r a s an i nst ituti on ; and there 

are condemnation s and exposures of the newspai:x,r ' s ma lefactions 

a nd shortcomings . Object i ve studies of its various social i mp­

lications are rare . 

The possibility of a more effective use of college newspapers 

as laboratories for journalism students also bears considerat i on 

in t onnection with this phase of the program of study . 

J.V Objectives and Approach 

I do not pr opose to explore all of the aspects of the problem 

out lined to the ultimate , nor to II solve" a ll of the prihblems posed . 

The aim is to stud7 the ro l e of the ne wspaper i n the past , part ­

icularly i n the Southeast , wi th a view to determi ning i t s possi b ­

ilities for more e ffective service in the future . At present I 

am not able to predic t the production of a concise , tangible 

dissertat i on calculated to f i t a well-defined n iche i n the gap of 

learning . 

Shoul d :iom. my fellowship be renewed at the conc l usion of this 

year , I would continue here at the University of Horth Carolina 

for at le ast two additional quarters . During that time I would 

take such cour ses i n the soc i a l sciences as give promi se of a 

better understandi n g of t he probl ems outlined . I would not endeavor 

to take a full schedule but would allow 

Depending u pon t he progr ess made at ttie 

time f or i ndependen study . 

en of /these t wo quarte rs , 
fr. 
11 Jf 
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I would continue here or take one semester of work at the University 

of ·,a sconsin . 

The contribution I would hope to make would be i n two di rect i ons : 

Fi rst . As a result of the addit i onal period of study to be 

better equipped as an individual for act i ve newspaper work , o r the 

teaching of journali sm . 

Second . The possible publicati on of materia l growi ng out of 

the study , and aimed at a more effective relat i onship between the 

newspa per and t he contributions of the soci al sciences . 

Upon the completion of t he second fellowship period I would 

plan to return t o newspaper work or to seek a teaching position 

whi ch would give promise of an opportunity for compl etion of the 

study and prepar ation of the results . 



WORX MEMORANDUM FOR DR. ODUM 

Geral d Johnson' s The Wasted Land 

?~+s.,&., 
G.B. -h 
11-8-1937 

FEL_ J _nvvs1l_J roe .. 
Ii : u 

is potential ly the knife 

that will open the oy ster of Southern indifference. 

Without conscious design, but nevertheless wi~~ surprising 

oneness the sociologi st, the economist, the historian, t he novelist and 

the essayist have been working away in and at the South. Of the nove­

lists Str ibling, Caldwell, Heyward, Faulkner and Peterkin come to mind; 
0 

of the wor ks of essayists 90 in the Shade and Culture in the South; of 

histories the South Looks at its Past and Ante-Bellum Nor th Carol ina; 

of the work of sociol ogists Caste and Class in a 3outhern Tomi, Human 

Geography of the South, I n the Shadow of the Plantation and A Preface 

to Peasant ry ; of general works Liberali sm in the South, and numerous 

studies by economists. These are picked at random merely to illustrate 

the Point. 

I t requires no emphasis that Raper1 s A Preface to Peasan­

.k'z and Caldwel l ' s Tobacco Road are more or less the same story-- the 

chief diff erence being one of methods. Dol lard' s Caste and Class i n a 

Southern Town and Stribling1 s i he Store bear a similar kinship. Not 

only do written works and research point in a more or l ess general 

direction, but the work of numerous agencies, public and private do 

also . The Resettlement Administration directed its energies at the 

same probl ems dealt with by Vance in Human Factors in Cotton Cul ture. 

The most s i gnificant work of all, of course, is The Southern 

Regions which lays a factual groundwork for much that r emains to be done • 

Already the effects of thi s and other labors can be seen. A candidate 

for the governorship of Alabama has been study_ing The Southern Regions 



for months as a preparation for his campai gn. The Super intendent of 

Education of Alabama has been nurtur ed on it. The di rector of a progr am 

of curr icul um revis i on i n the Alabama school s used i t i n analyzing t he 

needs of the State and the direction education must t ake to fill those 

needs. I n a few colleges and in other ways it is being used. 

But if what has been done is to be directed into channels of 

constructive economic, social and political action the business man, 

the house- wife and the high school teacher- even the grammar school 

teacher--must be acquainted with the implications of the South' s pre­

sent status. Trained l eadership is not enough. I t is not only essen­

tial that a body of followers be developed, but that the public as a 

whole becomes sufficiently informed to give l eadership, both in the 

field and in the col lege, the right of way to proceed. Al ready there 

is a tendency to take the attitude that if the social scientist had 

not "discovered" our problems, they woul d not exist . I n Mi ssissippi the 

editor of the State ' s 11 l ee.ding newspaper" has suggested that 11we 

dwellers in the South would be a darned s i ght better off" if Dr. Odum 

et al were 11 taken out into the middl e of the Atlantic ocean and dumped 

overboard during some dark and stormy night without life- r afts or life 

preservers . 11 I n other r.ords--let us rot without any interference t 

The Wasted Land, because it is pre-digested and r eady for 

immedi ate consumption, can dispel many of these fears and prepare the 

ground for constructive action. I t can be read in l ess time than i s 

required to attend a footbal l game-- even when the parking f acilities 

are adequate. I t can be understood by the business man who attends 

ci vi c club luncheons and by the newspaper ed~tor. 

- ---------~-
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In the past the efforts of the great phil anthropic agencies 

have been directed at gathering and compiling f acts. The dissemination 

and use of facts has been left, for the most part, to chance and to the 

slow processes of education. Triere have been notable exceptions, to be 

sure, including the Rockefeller Foundation' s bookv:'orm campaigns; the 

Interracial Commission, and recently the distribution of copies of The 

Collapse of Cotton Tenancy by the Rosenwald Fund. Time, ho\7ever, makes 

it imperative that the dissemination of knowledge be accelerated. 

The daily newspaper reaches almost every fami]y in the South 

that includes a literate indivi dual--and many in which its value is con­

fined to the regular appearance of a popular comic strip. Across the 

desk of the newspaper editor flows a constant stream of books pamphlets, 

bulletins and letters . He is faced with a bombardment of all kinds of 

information--some of which he reads, a part of which he glances through, 

but most of which finds its way to the wastebasket . For the most part 

he confi nes his reading to other newspapers which are his chief source 

of information. I n the matter of sociological and economic treatises 

he is inclined to distrust the former and become befuddled by the latter. 

Perhaps there have been three editors in the Southeast 'l''ho have read 

casually The Southern Regions --perhaps. 

Gerald Johnson, however, i s a newspaper man--one who is 

well known and respected by Southern newspaper editors . There will be 

many who will read and understand Johnson' s interpretation of Odum who 

would never have r ead the latter. If, however, the interpretation is 

to have its maximum effect, other steps must be taken. 

One effective means of "selling" 

be through personal calls. The technique is 

jllie book td editors 1""ould 

bot n1w, rJ..iwri.g been._ used 
'r~' 1uJr 
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for numerous purposes. l ast year the American Bar Association did not 

stop at preparing literature on the Supreme Court i ssue- -it sent young 

l awyers around to visit editors, to distribute the prepared information 

and to stimul ate inter est in the subject. 

It would be necessary to find a man, or men, who is acquainted 

with newspapers and newspaper men . He would have to be conversant not 

only with the thesis of 'the Wasted Land, but with the fiel d of published 

works on the South. The procedure woul d be to f ollow an itinerary 

arranged i n advance . A letter of i ntroduction accompani ed by a copy of 

the book woul d be sent three or four days before each vi s i t . A few 

l eadi ng questi ons woul d suf f i ce to get an idea of the individual edi t or ' s 

r eact i on to t he devel opments in the fiel d of r esearch. Whatever approach 

undertaken woul d depend upon the present state of the individual editor ' s 

attitudes. One point to be emphasized woul d be the methods that other 

newspaper s are using to interpret this and other books to their readers 

Certainly i t shoul d not be dif f icul t t o get all of t hem-- even such hope­

less cases as the one who assigns Dr . Odum a pl ace in the middl e of the 

Atl antic--inter ested i n r eadi ng J ohnson' s book . (Note: The major tobacco 

companies send out sal esmen ~ho buy their produc ts from whol esal e houses 

a t regul ar r ates and whose func t i on is t o keep fresh stock on the counters 

of r etai l er s . The i deas of edi tor s coul d be kept fresh in a s i milar 

manner . 

The "sal esman" coul d make t r i ps of f r om 50 to 100 miles a 

day, and shoul d be able to cover a t l east f our towns a week. The visi ts 

t o newspaper editors--whi ch would consume on an average of 45 minu t es or 

an hour-coul d be combined with speaki ng engagements at Rotary, Ki wanis, 

Lions and Juni or Chamber of vommer ce meetings particul eiI'lY the latter . 

(Appended i s a sugeested list of poi nts t o be made i n 4cheon cl ub talks) 
fr:·. 
lllJJ 
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Points to be made in l uncheon club talk. 

1 . Explanation of The ~outhern Regions and the r el ation of the Wasted 

Land t o it. 

2. Explanat i on of what tenancy and eroded l ands mean to the wholesale 

grocer, the hardware merchant, the drygoods merchant and to the tax­

payer in general. A few remarks directed at the selfish interest, 

or rather enlightened self-interest of the business man. 

5. I s the Negro hol ding the South back? The possi bilities of the Negro 

as an economic asset; the possibility of increasing his productivity 

t hrough education and heal th facili t ies . Remarks developing the 

point that Negr oes who produce or receiveonly one dollar a day can 

spend only that amount and that wi th an increase in the earnings of 

the Negro the share of each individual who gets his trade is increased. 

4. Differentials between the North and .;)outh are not confined to wage­

earners. The banker, professor and merchant are under the same 

handicap . I f wage-earners and farmers are doomed to the dif ferential, 

so are professional men. 

5 . Most important: to lay some of the fears and distrusts of the busi­

ness man which have arisen from what they have heard of the work of 

sociol ogi sts . The feeling seems to be general t hat the sociologists 

and others who have "di scovered" the tenant problem, for instance, 

are the producers of it. Cit ing the f act that the man who hir es a 

physician to attend his mother, and then i s tol d that his mother 

has i ncipi ent cancer does not shoot the physician for gi ving her a 

cancer. Analogy between the universi ty and the physici an. Plea for 

faith and the university and for a freedom to diagnose the ills of 

society, and r ecommend treatment. 

5 
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Gould Beech 

What Price Waste? 
Gerald Johnson Answers ror the South 

EIGH TY-FIVE years ago a righteous house­
wife with literary leanings brought forth a 

book that was to have a tremendous significance 
for the South and for the nation. Of ten thereafter 
she was to proclaim modestly that Uncle Tom's 
Cabin was not properly her work, that she had 
been only an instrument for a mightier power. 
Historians might not agree with Mrs. Harriet 
Beecher Stowe's estimate of her work as the force 
which was to awaken civilized man to the horrors 
of slavery-and they might not agree as to the 
source of her inspiration. But the story did crys­
tallize opinion in the North, and when the hour 
struck many mothers who had wept through its 
pages were willing for their sons to take up arms 
against the Simon Legrees. In the South the ef­
fect of Northern credulity was to confirm the con­
viction that argument with the Yankees was use­
less. 

The South of 1937 faces a crisis, or accumula­
tion of crises, as real if not as dramatic as that 
which it faced in 1852. Freight rate differentials, 
tenancy, eroded lands, wage differentials, tariffs 
and international trade, education, hookworm, race 
relations, demagoguery, the mechanization of ag­
riculture-these may be dull subjects, but they are 
vital ones-as vital, in fact, as the future of a re­
gion, and indirectly as the future of a nation. The 
debates on cotton subsidies, on tariffs and on wages 
and hours legislation, and the contests over freight­
rate differentials are sufficient evidence that the 
problems of the Southeast are the concern of the 
nation. Eighty-five years after Uncle Tom's 
Cabin the inter-regional struggle continues. 

In The Wasted Land,* a little book of 110 
pages, Gerald Johnson has pieced together a 
graphic pattern of the Southeast, a region of mul­
tiple handicaps and unlimited possibilities, a re­
gion which soon must make a choice between the 

* PublioJ,cd by the University of North C~rolina Pren. $1.50. 

low road to material and cultural poverty and the 
high road to a truly great civilization. Because it 
can be read and understood by a tremendous audi- . 
ence of laymen, it is a book that may have a signif­
icance to the Southeast comparable to :that of 
Uncle Tom's Cabin. Or more appropriately it may 
have a significance that Hinton Helper's The Im­
pending Crisis of the South might have had if it 
had not come at a time too late for considered 
judgment. But Helper's plea for emancipation on 
economic grounds served only to inflame minds 
already raw; and he was driven out of the South, 
laws were passed against his book, and many re­
fused to read "so much as a line of it." 

In the last decade and more especially in the 
last five years there has been within the South a 
movement toward self-searching realism. John­
son's book must be understood in relation to this 
movement to be appreciated. Without conscious 
design, but nevertheless with surprising oneness, 
the sociologist, the economist, the historian, the 
novelist and the essayist have been working away. 
Of the novelists Stribling, Caldwell, H eyward, 
and Peterkin come to mind; of the works of essay­
ists 90° in the Shade and Culture in the South. In 
sociology Caste and Class in a Southern Town, 
Human Geography of the South, In the Shadow 
of the Plantation and A Preface to Peasantry are 
typical. The South Looks at Its Past and Ante­
Bellum North Carolina are examples of this self­
searching realism in history. L iberalism in the 
South is one of many general works, and the econo­
mists have brought forth a stream of studies. 

It would be a dull student who failed to see 
that Raper's A Preface to Peasantry and Caldwell's 
Tobacco Road are more or less the same story­
the chief difference being one of methods. Doll­
ard's Caste and Class in a Southern Town and 
Stribling's The Store bear a similar kinship. Not 
only books and research, but also the work of 

Gouu, BEECH, journalist and so&iologist, thi11k1 that The Wasted Land, Gerald 
Johnson's new condensation and ,popularization of H. W. Odum's Southern Regions, 
may be a1 important in So11thern history as Uncle Tom's Cabin; and in this artide 

he tells wiry. 
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numerous private and public agencies point in a 
general direction of reconstruction. The Resettle­
ment Administration directed its energies at the 
same problems dealt with by Vance in Human 
Factors in Cotton Culture. 

II. 
The most significant work of all, of course, is 

The Southern Regions, which, as an inventory of 
human and material resources and potentialities, 
has laid the groundwork for the job that remains 
to be done. It is from this work that Johnson has 
drawn his inspira­
tion and his facts 
for The Wasted 
Land. Already the 
effects of Odum's 
regional study can 
be detected. In one 
Southern state the 
leading candidate 
for the governor-
ship has been study-
ing The Southern , ...___ 
Regions as prepara- ' 
tion for his cam­
paign. In the same 
state the director of 
a program of curri­
culum r:evision aim­
ed at re-directing 
education and vital­
izing it to fit the , 

......--:--c;;..--=-~-

bridge one can read The Wasted Land and gain an 
insight into the major implications and significance 
of the larger work. With a sympathetic under­
standing and with just the right degree of de­
tachment-as one of the editors of the Baltimore 
Evening Sun he is just across the "border" in 
Maryland-Johnson has done a superlative piece 
of work. 

To say that every literate person of average in­
telligence in the Southeast can read this book is 
easy. To say how many will or how many want 
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to read it and face 
the problems it pre­
sents is something 
else again. How 
well it accomplishes 
its purpose will be 
indicated not only 
by the number it 
converts to positive 
leadership, but also 
by how successful it 
is in stilling the ten­
dency that is crop­
ping up to damn 
anyone who implies 
that the Southeast 
needs to re-orient it­
self. 

" A few weeks ago 

needs of the people 
has drawn heavily 
on it. In a few col­
leges courses for 
special s t u d y of 
Odum's book have 
been instituted, and 
many advanced stu­
dents and teachers 
are poring over it. 

~ -, - ~ 
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Dr. Odum was quot­
ed to the effect that 
millions of South­
erners are "working 
on the richest lands 
in the world and liv­
ing o n standards 
close to the margin 
of slow starvation 
and deterioration." 
The reaction to this 
quotation of the ed­
itor of the "leading" 
Mississippi n e w s­

Still only the first 
beginnings h a v e 
been made in directing the power of The Southern 
Regions toward constructive action on the social, 
economic and political fronts. The next step is 
to inform editors, the members of civic clubs, poli­
ticians, school teachers, farmers, business men, and 
housewives of the task the Southeast faces. Months 
and perhaps years are required to study and di­
gest The Southern Regions, but in less time than 
it takes to play a round of golf or three rubbers of 

paper was: "We dwellers in the South, whites and 
Negroes, would be a darned sight better off if all 
of you ( Odum and the other 'so-called' scientists) 
were taken out into the middle of the Atlantic 
ocean and dumped overboard during some dark 
and stormy night without life-rafts or life pre­
servers." 

Without mentioning the fact that his and other 
Southern newspapers have been pleading for di-
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versification of agriculture for a generation, the 
editor proceeds to tell Odum that he can take 
him to almost any Negro cabin in Mississippi and 
fill his "belly with fried ham, broiled ham and 
baked ham; sweet potatoes popping open with 
sweetness; corn pone or fat biscuits, as you prefer, 
soaked in ham gravy; fried chicken, deliciously 
brown, cooked to suit your taste; fl.our gravy; col­
lards, cabbage or turnips; a possum or coon in 
the middle of the table, all ready to be carved; a 
big pitcher of newly-made sorghum molasses right 
at your plate; bowls of cowpeas, corn peas, black­
eyed peas and butterbeans; stalks of ribbon cane 
if the corners of your teeth are still strong enough 
for chewing; all the sweetmilk and buttermilk 
your tummy can hold; a slab of pie---quarter­
section of a piece of pie, and plenty of well­
made coffee to wash it down with." 

Thus there are some of us who are convinced 
that the millenium has already been reached. Our 
opinions become convictions on the support of the 
slightest evidence-or no evidence; and our opin­
ions can be changed only by volumes of counter­
evidence; and what is more, we reserve the right 
to refuse to consider them at all. 

III. 
What are some of the major implications em­

phasized in The Wasted Land? 
Of essential importance is the fact that the 

eleven states of the Southeast comprise a definite 
region, an eRtity based on far more than geog­
raphy. Its agricultural and industrial economy, 
its people, its culture, its resources, its potentiali­
ties-and above all its outlook vary but little from 
one state to another. What we have spoken of 
vaguely in the past as "the South" is in reality 
two distinct regions, a Southeast and a Southwest, 
while some states along the Northern border, for­
merly included in the family, are cousins in name 
only. 

We have thrown away twenty-two million acres 
of land which erosion has rendered useless for 
agricultural purposes. This acreage, equal to the 
total area of South Carolina, does not include land 
seriously damaged. 

In less than a generation, we have thrown away 
three million people, a number equal to the total 
population of North Carolina. This has been the 
net loss through migration. 

About one-third of our people are Negroes; and 
because of our insistence upon treating them as a 
"problem" to be relegated to some undefined 
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"place," we have thrown away much of the con­
tribution they might have made. Many solutions 
have been offered, ranging "from murder to en­
thronement." There is the prospect, however, that 
we will come to the realization "that every cul­
tural, economic or social advance made by the 
Negro involves, not something lost to the whites, 
but sometimes gained for the entire region, white 
and black alike." 

In education, that "Open Sesame" which is 
supposed to solve all problems, our eleven States 
rank, with few exceptions, monotonously at the 
bottom. Here, however, it should be noted that, 
as in other things, we have made valiant e:ff orts. 
In comparative amounts of money spent per cap­
ita we may be at the bottom, but in ~he percentage 
of total income devoted to this purpose we rank 
near the top. 

Despite our meagre resources we indulge our­
selves in what Odum calls the "expensive dicho­
tomies," that is, duplications of effort. We main­
tain separate educational systems for black and 
white, and sometimes a third system for Indian, 
Cajan or Mexican. Each state has attempted to 
maintain, in addition to teacher-training institu­
tions, at least two major colleges. Nor do we stop 
here, but insist upon separate institutions for wo­
men. To add to the complication, the Episco­
palians, Methodists, Catholics, Baptists, et al,, have 
separate institutions-sometimes with as many as 
four per congregation in a single state. And here 
again there are separate institutions for women. 
In addition there are different kinds of Methodists 
or Presbyterians who must have colleges of their 
own. And to top it off some of our resources find 
their way into such flimsy efforts as Bob Jones 
College and Bryan Memorial University! 

Despite an over-supply of colleges and an un­
der-supply of universities, the region "does have 
a number of institutions capable of doing, and ac­
tually doing, excellent field work in the social 
sciences. But here, again, the work is unsystem­
atic and disorganized for lack of recognized cen­
tral direction. With one really first-rate univer­
sity correlating their efforts, a dozen Southeastern 
institutions of lesser rank would immediately be­
come many times as effective as they are now." 

While outright waste of the land has been cost­
ly enough, loss through misuse of it has brought 
even greater handicaps. We have saddled our­
selves, or have been saddled, as you wish, with a 
one crop economy, cotton, and a system, tenancy, 
that are heavy and relentless riders. Soil deple-
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tion has run its course to such a point that in the 
Southeast the average cost of fertilizer per acre is 
$2.71, while in such a productive area as the Mid­
dle States, the cost is only thirty cents per acre. 

Florida imports milks from Wisconsin and Mis­
souri, while the uplands of Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi and Tennessee, which might be de­
veloped into productive dairying areas, are de­
voted to the production of cotton. Alabama, an 
agricultural State, imports more than half the 
food its population requires, and buys corn and 
wheat products to feed its livestock, whereas it 
could produce soy beans, peanuts, sweet potatoes, 
sorghum and kudzu in abundance. 

Meanwhile even the beggarly existence the 
farm population wrests from cotton is threatened. 
Mechanization is accelerating the movement of 
cotton production toward the Southwest, a trend 
that will result in displacing thousands of people. 
The increasing quantity and improving quality of 
synthetic products carries the threat of additional 
inroads from this source. The balcony-strutting 
dictators have decided that trade between nations 
is an abomination; and as international trade is 
throttled, consumption of our cotton suffers. And 
if that is not enough of evil, there is the inexplicab­
ly crazy condition whereby the Southeast's total 
income from cotton this year, with an indicated 
yield of over I 8,000,000 bales and a price of 7.8 
cents, will be less than if it had produced only 
9,000,000 bales! 

Six out of ten of our farmers are tenants, and 
their plight should need no emphasis. It should 
be kept in mind, however, that poverty, ignorance 
and disease among so large a segment of the pop­
ulation is not o.Qly an economic problem, but a 
threat to social and political life as well. 

The one factor that gives hopes to any attempt 
to find a way out of the region's difficulties is that 
('while her needs are immense, her resources are 
enormous." Four-fifths of the region's timber 
supply, for instance, has been stripped from its 
hills, yet in comparison to other regions it still has 
an ample supply. Sufficient land to take care of 
many more people remains, and there is no crop 
tha~ cannot be raised profitably somewhere in the 
reg10n. 

"The difficulty," says Johnson, ((is simplicity it­
self; it is the remedy that is so complicated that it 
has hitherto baffled human ingenuity." 

IV. 
The final section of The Wasted Land is head­

ed ((The Direction of the Answer." 

((What are the forces that the Southeast has 
available to attack these problems? There are 
states, counties, cities, towns; churches, colleges, 
schools, lodges; Federal grants, philanthropists' 
gifts, foundations' allocations. All of them are 
active now, all of them more or less effective, but 
their efforts are headed up nowhere, they fre­
quently pull against each other, overlap, dupli­
cate effort and expenditure. The same amounts of 
energy and money, if properly organized and di­
rected, would get far greater results; and if re­
sults began to show, it would be easier to get more 
money and more labor. 

"The logical first step for the Southeast, there­
fore, is to collect the forces it has already in the 
field and set them all pulling in the same direc­
tion. This obviously cannot be accomplished with­
out some sort of headquarters, somewhere ... call 
it anything you like ... the name is of no conse­
quence. The point is, the Southeast needs some 
central authority from which it may obtain exact 
and comprehensive information supplemented by 
intelligent direction." 

If such a central agency is to be established and 
is to become effective, there must be developed 
along with it a considerable group of people who 
are aware of what the Southeast is-who can see it 
objectively, uncolored by dreams of the past and 
the wishful thinking of the present. The region 
must be seen in its entirety, not as individuals see 
it on the well-beaten paths from downtown to 
home to country club and to Cousin Bob's. 

''There is nothing unreasonable or unfair," says 
Johnson, "in calling upon the leadership of the 
South, first, to acquaint itself with the facts, and, 
second, to act intelligently upon the information." 
If on some Saturday afternoon late this fall after 
football season is over, the Southeast would set 
aside two hours during which usual routines would 
be interrupted while all literate persons read The 
Wasted Land, we might start off on Monday 
morning in a different direction. Such miracles, 
alas, do not happen. Enlightenment and stimula­
tion to action will be a slow process. Uncle Tom's 
Cabin sold into the millions-more than three 
hundred thousand copies the first year. But that 
was something which people wanted to read, want­
ed to believe. It is different in the case of a book 
which might disturb our individual and collective 
equilibrium and which would mean work when 
rest is more pleasant. But is it too much to hope 
that 30,000 or even 5,000 copies of The Wasted 
Land will be read? 

PageFwe 



---... 

. The Carolina MagaziM 

V. 
Of the barriers to be overcome, poverty is not 

the most unyielding and obstinate. There may be 
a paucity of some things, but there is a plethora of 
emotions and notions which had their begi'nnings 
in the distant past. To those of our generation 
these obstacles are particularly discouraging, for 
we had no part in making them and little under­
stand their nature. As a result we are inclined to 
become impatient, to resent and to scoff-a poor 
technique. If the impatience and scoffing of H. 
L. Mencken have not cured this country's ills, it 
should be accepted that such methods are not 
among the most effective. Nowhere are sympathy, 
understanding, and patience more necessary than 
in the Southeast. A great many more people than 
we suspect can, with the proper approach, be 
stimulated to action by a mere presentation of the 
facts. Others can be won by appeals to selfish in­
stincts ( enlightened self-interest). For instance, 
many business men would be concerned with wage 
differentials if impressed with the fact that tex­
tile mill workers are not the only ones who are 
burdened by this handicap. As for any hope of 
converting the more rigid, ·obstructionists, or even 
of getting them to remove themselves from the 
road of progress, the only solace is to be found in 
the compilations of the insurance actuaries. 

There are many problems for which obvious 
'ln~wers have been found, but which cannot be 

--

dealt with sufficiently by words. It accomplishes 
nothing to tell farmers that they are fools for 
raising cotton; far more can be attained by pro­
viding credit and marketing facilities for celery 
and anchovies and rhubarb. To damn the people 
of a state for electing a demagogue is easy; to fight 
the hookworm, prejudice and poverty which nur­
ture demagogues is not easy, but it is a more ef­
fective approach. 

Ours is the third generation; we are another 
link removed from contact with The War and 
with the sins of our fathers. To us the past can 
become a tradition and an inspiration without be­
ing a sedative. For all generations in the South 
today the final sentence of Clarence Cason's 90° in 
the Shade carries a wealth of meaning: 

"Those who love the Old South may take their 
choice of courses: they may either. exist in compla­
cent dreams, hoping that they will not too soon 
be cast from their beds by a sudden rocking of the 
earth beneath them; or they may resolve to wrestle 
with substantial problems with all the strength 
and skill at their command, inspired by another 
kind of vision-one which leads them to hope that 
the present and future of the South may yet prove 
worthy of the glamorous reputation of the ante­
bellum years." 

,The Wasted Land should jar many complacent 
dreamers and give added stimulation to those who 
have already caught the vision of a New South. 
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What About Farm Tenancy Now? 

Bv GOULD BEECH 
<Copyright, 19§/. ~ out~ e5:'.n l!:!ewsp% er ~ ndkl.~ ....... ,.,,.,..,.,,.,, ....... ,.,,.,..,.,,.,, ....... ,.,_ __ 
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1 R"·"'""'"l ants and also would promote a bet- years dur ing whic t e con rac e­
fellow,hlt> ror """" nr •'<'<•

1101111

" ' r "" tci· t·elatlonsht'p between landlords tween the two pa,·Ues would be on t,locioloi.:l' at tlu- rnin·rfllt.\' of N'otth nru• ti 
Una. a nd tenants. In brief, this subs!- a rental basis. The prospec ve 

GOULD BEECH. dized supervision could be offered buyer might agree to pay a small 
that Com fal·m-buvArs huylng fai·ms on con- sum in addition to his regular rent, Some two years ago • , ~ I d h 

f S thel·n ti·acts 11pp1·oved by the FSA and to and at the end of the per o e Paratively small group o ou - l t b Ith 
·11 Ith th lm i·entei·s on cont1•bct<: that would be would have an opt on o uy, w e,-s who arc fam1 ar w c - "' - • t d 

f · I in henefi'c(n) to both landlord and ten- t h e additional sum to be accep e plicatlons of tenancy were au· Y - ants. u as the down payment , or with the toxicated by the passage of the 
d t t f m bill Chl·er Obstncles. privilege of having the first pay-original Bankhea enan ar ~ • 
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Th . b"ll lded The two c"icf obstacles to per- ments accepted as msta men , by the Senate. ts • prov " h I Id 
dlt f bll manent farm Owl'ct·shi·p by the From that point t c sa e wou con• for a potential expcn ure o a - • · ht t 

lion dollars for the pure ase o ~ h f landle0
• 9 are the do,vn payment tinue as a fifteen or e1g een no e 

farms to be resold to tenants on and the inability to run and man- :;n~~!'1t~A would be acting In a 
long-term contl·acts. Following the age a fnl'm after they get one. An h f h F d 
failure of the House to pass the explanat ion of how subsidized su- capacity similar to t at O t e e -

h i t pcrv·1s1·on could help to reduce these eral Housing Administration, ex-bill, It went throug a ser cs 
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cept that It would not be directly emasculations, and toward the end barrler,c follows: 
1 
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f C It L~nd 'ioldei·s ,vho wei·e wlllln<> to obligated. Its facilities wou d e of the last !.'ession o ongress ·, ' "' used In accelerating land sales to 

emerged as the Bankhead-Jones sell la nd on lon.;-t{'rtn mortgages bona fide farmers, and In finding 
bill and was finally pa~sed by both of 15 or 20 years would be asked to b t 

. h d h I 11·s t th<'1'1• tarn's and the prices ways of bridging the gap e ween houses. Meanwhile it a s run ' • those who have land to sell and 
to the point that only $10,000,000 Is asked w ith the FSA. those who wish to buy it. 
provided for the first yea1· of t he The F SA would have these farms The vast outlay of funds neces-
progmm, with a promise of an In- appraised with a view to detormin- sai·y In placing the Bankhead-Jones 
crease to $35,00 .,C'"'l the second in~ wh<'ther they could pay them- legislation on a widespread basis 
year and thence to $50,000,000. Tho1,., sch-es out with proper management. would be eliminated, as would the 
who were Intoxicated at the first Lists of farms thus appi·oved customary difficulties and short­
prospects have been sobered in would be placed in the hands of comings that arc experienced when 
propot·tlon to the shrinkage. those who would be likt>ly to have the government enters the field of 

Heartening as the bill may be as contact with prospective purchas- buying and selling. Only t he cost 
the first dil'ect gesture on the part ere. of supervision-which also wou ld 
of Congrees , the depressing lnade- If possible, the FSA would have be borne under the Bankhead.Jones 
quacy of It Is inescapable. Accord- a hand In selecting buyers, a nd system-would be required. It might 
Ing to Sccreta1-y Wallace, an outlay at any rate would have the power be possible, as under the FHA, to 
of $50,000,000 would be hardly to determine whethe1· the services set aside one-half of one per cent 
enough to take care of the normal of the agi>ncy would be provided. of all Interest charges to be placed 
increase In tenancy. Thus some protection would be at- in an Insurance fund to be usea for 

The question that thoughtful stu- forded both the seller and buyer. payments in bad crop years or In 
dents are now aski ~; is : Can t en- Having determined that the sale case some circumstances over which 
ancy he allowed to wait while dis- prke w..is not excc-ssive, and the the buyer had no control made It 
ease, poverty and ignorRnce run intc-re~t charge!l and terms were impossible for him to make a regu­
their course, undermining our so- such as would make possible even- lar inatallment payment. 
cial, economic and political institu- tual ownership, and that the buyer 
tions? If not, what are we going was capable, the FSA would, in 
to do" effect, cite the advantages it could 

Govt>rnmcnt Can't Do Job. 
The first slep, pl'rhaps, will be 

to cast off any remaining hop<' that 
the Federal governn1 e nt is going to 
do the job through the medium of 
a s ingle, all-powerful tool. The next 
will be to cast about to see what 
can be done w ith th<> available tools. 

The Farm Securit:· Administra­
tion, successor to the Resettlement 
Admlnlst1·ation, ls the agency dc~lg­
nated to administer the Bankhead­
Jones bill. Although prescn~ funds 
will pc1·mlt the sale of only about 
2,000 farms to tenants, or appt·oxl­
mately one to each county, the FSA 
has the opportunity to demonstrate 
the results that can be obtained. 
Its accomplishments will detenn lne 
In a large measu1·e the future of 
governmental participation. 

.Any means aof Increas ing the ef­
fectiveness of the FSA will pay div­
idends in the form of additional ap­
propriations In the future. One such 
method that SU!\'f:'es ts Itself is to 
find new ways to utilize the expel'i­
ences of the Resettlement Adminis­
tration in providing farm s upervis­
ion. The type of supervision devel­
oped by the RA hos produced more 
benefits in comparison to the 
amount spent than any other phase 
of that agency's work. 

At present, supcl'vision is pro­
vided all clients o! the F a.-n1 Securi­
ty Administration, and the same 
type of supervision will be p1·ovld<>d 
those tenants who buy farms under 
the Bankhead-Jones act. Thill su­
pe1·vlslon service, including the 
service of the farm agents and home 
management agents, could be of-

give to each a n d the terms on 
which they would b e g iven. 

To the insurance company or 
bank, It would . 'ly: 

Give the buyer the advantage of 
long-term payments and the lowest 
intC'rest ,·ate in keeping with sound 
banking polic-ies. 

neduc<' the down payment ordi­
narily required. 

In return, we will provide the 
buyer technical advice and assist­
ance which will improve your 
chances of collecting regularly and 
without undue expense. 

Fu1·th ermore. with proper super­
Yislon you will have more protec­
tion a gainst "temporary buyers" 
who conh·act to huy a farm, allow 
it to run down for two or three 
yc('l rs and then turn it back to the 
seller. 

With this additional protection 
and savings in administration and 
sales cost, you can afford to give 
the mos t libeml terms. 

Sales Talk to Buyers. 
To the prospective buyer the FSA 

would say in effect: 
We can get you mo1·e liberal 

te1·ms than you could get ot herwise. 
You will be provided expert ad­

vic<' and assistance. 
Your wife w ' II have th<' advan­

ta~e ot the services of a home man­
agement agent. 

In exchange, you <'ommit yourself 
only to follow i;ound conservation 
a nd crop policies and to co-perate 
with the FSA to the best ot your 
ability. 

One possible w,iy of getting over 
the hurdle of the down-payment 

Test Mer it o! Plan. 
It would be simple enough to 

make a teat of the feasibility of t he 
plan outlined since no law or spe• 
cial appropriation would be neces­
sary, the present authorization for 
the FSA being broad enough to per­
mit its institution on a trial basis. 
This service could be made avaU­
able only in vicinities where there 
was sufficient d emand to justify 
the personnel required. 

The value of such a program as 
outlined would not be confined to 
those directly affected. The educa­
tional value of demonstrating that 
land sales and land rentals, partlc• 
ularly In the Southeast, can be 
placed on a better basis for the 
mutual benefit of a ll concerned 
would be worth the cost. 

It a tenant program could be for­
mulated that would not involve 
h eavy outlays on the part ot the 
Federal government, it Is p robable 
that Congress and the President 
would be more Inclined to Invest a 
sum that would permit its Inaugura­
tion on a widespread scale. Further­
more, the Congressmen from urban 
districts would be more Inclined to 
favor such a program. Unfortunate­
ly some of them have already dem­
onstl'8ted a lack of foresigh t by 
balking at outlays tor farmers. But 
provision is being made under the 
Wagner-Steagall housing act for 
huge expenditures to improve hous­
ing conditions in the cities. In the 
Southeast a farmer can be set up on 
a working farm unit with all equip­
ment for about the same price that 
& city-dweller is provided a home. 
Provision is yet to be made tor giv­
ing the farm tenant comparable 
benefits. 
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Gould Beech 

Hugo Black's Albatross 
Its Real Significance Explained by an Authority 

WHATEVER opinion you may have had of 
Hugo Black as a justice of the Supreme 

Court, you must have experienced vicariously 
some of the emotional intensity of his voyage home 
from England. Knowing something of the man 
and something of the nature of the storm that had 
burst with the "exposure" of his membership in 
the Ku Klux Klan, I winced at the thought of the 
tide that was bringing him in to face a test for 
which there was no precedent. 

Already the measurements had been taken for 
the black silk robe that was to vest him with the 
dignity, honor, and power of a seat on that tribun­
al whose decrees are subject to review only by the 
Gods. On the threshold of a court looked upon 
as the custodian of all that is sacred in American 
life, he was branded with a symbol that has be­
come synonymous with all that is base and cheap 
in American life. I think that I would have 
chucked it all (including the $20,000 a year) for 
a herdsman's cottage on some quiet heath in Ire­
land, rather than face the odds he did. 

As the tug came alongside the ship at Norfolk 
there swarmed aboard a pack of hungry news 
hounds, eager to be in at the kill. It was a holiday 
of revenge for them, or at least for their bosses. 
At last one of the chief lancers of the New Deal, 
one who had been singled out for the choicest post, 
had been cornered, and perhaps would be brought 
to his knees. 

Like the man who stands on the gallows, Black 
was given a chance to speak; but the trap was to 
be sprung regardless-had been sprung in fact, 
and sentence executed. It was a weird sort of trial, 
for his reputation had already been hanged, drawn, 
and quartered. To maintain innocence was out of 
the question, from a standpoint either of morals 
or of politics. To remain silent was to prolong an 
untenable position. To plead guilty to the heinous 
crime and throw himself upon the mercy of the 

public was a terrifying alternative. The court of 
public opinion is not a reasoning, deliberative body. 
The public needed to know only a half-dozen 
words: "Black joined the Ku Klux Klan." Against 
the condemnation of those few words he had only 
one plea: His career-all of it. But the public 
does not know men; it knows only names. And it 
speaks only one language, symbols. 

The drama, being one of the significant ones of 
our times, is worth a closer study than the fleeting 
impression to be gained from the headlines. What 
was behind those few words spoken by the central 
figure at the climax? And of secondary interest, 
what of the setting, the props and the stage­
hands that were an integral part of the presenta­
tion? 

There are two aspects of the issue to be consid­
ered: first, the significance and the weight that 
should be attached to the established fact that he 
became a member of the Klan; second, subordinate 
but more specific, whether he was then or is now 
inclined to be sympathetic with those concepts 
which have become synonymous with that order. 

II. 
Black was born in the little town of Ashland, 

Clay County, Alabama, his father having been a 
farmer ( the kind that did his own plowing) and 
a store-keeper. Ashland is in a section of the State 
which was the stronghold of the Populist move­
ment in the '90's, a Populist having been elected to 
Congress from that district when the movement 
was at its height. I do not know how much of this 
Populist background Black carried with him when 
he went to the University of Alabama, where he 
was to work his way through the law school. But 
the spirit of revolt against the old-line hierarchy 
of the Democratic Party still is strong in many 
of those who have come under the influence of 
the Populist heritage. It was at the University, 
he once told me, that he received his first insight 

GouLo BEECH, Rosenwald -Foundation fellow in sociology here, was, until histv 
resignation recently, assistant editor of the Montgomery ( Ala.) Advertiser. He is per-
sonally acquainted with Black and has first-hand knowledge of the politico-sociological 
background of the new Justice's Klan membership-a background of more than im-

mediate significance, 
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into the problems of the laborer. His room-mate, 
David J. Davis-since appointed Federal judge 
for the Birmingham district-was financing his 
way through school by intermittent work in the 
steel mills. The labor pictures Davis painted for 
his country friend could not have been very rosy 
ones. 

Black began his political career in 1915, at the 
age of 24, with his election as a police judge of 
Birmingham on a "clean-up" platform. He was 
elected city solicitor twice, resigning the second 
time to volunteer for war service. By 1922 he 
was looked upon as a disturber of the equilibrium, 
a "labor lawyer"-which has a frightful conno­
tation all its own in Birmingham-and a non-con­
formist in politics. He would not have been ac­
ceptable material for the Birmingham country 
club, nor did the luncheon clubs consider him as 
the civic ideal. He was, however, a joiner of dis­
tinction, and even served as chancellor of the 
Knights of Pythias in Alabama. He was steadily 
building up a good law practice on the strength 
of his personal following and his ability to win 
cases. 

The Birmingham of that day was not a soft 
town. Steel towns seldom are, and when they hap­
pen to be boom steel towns where heavy industries 
are on the make they are apt to be even less so. 
Moreover, the early twenties was one of the tough­
est decades, from a standpoint of labor relations, 
that this country has known. Strike-breaking, es­
pionage and the open shop were in their prime-­
the last sugar-coated with patriotism in the guise 
of "the American Plan." In steel the prevailing 
work week was 84 hours-12 hours a day, seven 
days a week. Too much leisure time, it was ar­
gued, would be bad for the morals of the work­
ers; anything less than a 12-hour day, Judge Gary 
was steadfastly maintaining, would be ruinous to 
the steel industry. 

Birmingham steel required Birmingham coal, 
of which there was a plentiful supply. One of the 
conveniences of the time was a supply of State 
convicts whose services could be rented at modest 
rates. Convicts don't strike, and neither do men 
working in competition with convicts, because un­
der the circumstances scabs are supplied by and 
given the protection of the sovereign People of 
the State. The National Guard was also utilized 
when needed. 

The companies which were investing money in 
Birmingham were given virtual carte blanche; 
those who dared to question what was going on 
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were looked upon with disfavor-and if looks 
weren't sufficient there were other ways to insure 
harmony. On the whole it was not the type of 
environment that nurtures devotion to ideals and 
principles. 

III. 
At about the same time Black was running for 

police judge, one William J. Simmons, ex-evange­
list, ex-travelling salesman and ex-history teacher, 
began a movement to revive the Ku Klux Klan of 
Reconstruction days. He resurrected the insignia 
of the Klan and endeavored to build a fraternity 
that would be a protector of "native Americanism" 
and a preserver of law and order. Simmons made 
very little progress in this direction prior to I 920. 
Then, however, a series of circumstances catapult­
ed him to power and fortune as the Imperial Wiz­
ard of an Invisible Empire which operated in ev­
ery state of the Union and which captured the 
political machinery of six or eight states. The 
post-war hysteria, the fear of alien influence which 
had grown with the tide of immigration, the Red 
hunts, and such unsettling conditions as the mi­
gration of Negroes-these and other circumstances 
made the country ripe for the Klan. Simmons' 
success was guaranteed when he was "found" by 
one Edward Y. Clark and a Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler. 
Both of these worthies had had experience selling 
righteous plans to the citizenry, having engaged, 
among other things, in promotion work for the 
Anti-Saloon League. According to John M. 
Mecklin, who wrote The Ku Klux Klan: A Study 
of The American Mind, the Tyler-Clark combina­
tion was largely responsible for the sales organi­
zation which capitalized on the Klan opportunity. 

D . W. Griffith's "The Birth of a Nation" pro­
vided a tremendous selling impetus, and set 
the stage for this most entrancing escape mechan­
ism. All sorts of Goblins, Dragons, Cyclops and 
Kleagles were provided for in the Klan set-up, 
the Kleagles being the leg-men who were paid 
four bucks for each recruit they signed up. For 
ten dollars .the misunderstood husband could be­
come a Knight in an order that made him a cus­
todian of the community's morals and of the na­
tion's Constitution, to say nothing of the Ten Com­
mandments. His A. E. F. uniform might have 
grown too tight around the waist and his medals 
may have begun to tarnish, but they were drab at 
any rate in comparison to the gaudily decorated 
sheets of the Invisible Empire. 

Contrary to the dogmatic statements of such 
men as David Lawrence of The United States 

Page Three 



'l' he Carolina Magazine 

News, who says that the Klan oath "is a pledge not 
to allow public office to be held by Catholics or 
Negroes or Jews," there is no mention of any of 
these groups in the ritual or constitution. Mecklin, 
after reviewing the ritual, says: "There is noth­
ing in the Klan's ritual or constitution that would 
subject it to criticism." The Klan excludes these 
minority groups by implication, but it is not unique 
on that score. Racial and religious prejudice and 
bigotry became characteristics of the Klan through 
the nature of its members, not because of any ex­
pressed purpose. 

I do not know how bad the Klan had become in 
Birmingham by 1922-bad enough, doubtless. It 
is significant, however, that the bulk of organized 
labor in the vicinity were members. This was un­
usual and probably an indication that a need was 
felt for such a weapon at the time. A year or so 
later the A. F. of L., having seen the dangers of 
its vigilante tendencies, was to pass resolutions 
against the Klan. 

It should be kept in mind that the implications 
of Klan membership today and of Klan member­
ship in 1922 are not identical. That point can be 
emphasized without implying that even at that 
early date the Klan was a cultural and philan­
thropic institution. Black's guilt should be con­
sidered in the light of what the Klan was then 
and not given weight in proportion to the onu~ 
that has been attached to membership during the 
intervening years. Some idea of the disrepute into 
":hich the Klan has fallen may be gained from the 
disclosures a year ago of the activities of some 
Michigan degenerates. These punks-who were 
much below the cultural level of the Klansmen of 
the 't~enties-were bent on helping God, George 
W ashmgton, and the authors of the Constitution. 
Their approach was to keep the niggers in their 
place, stomp on the Pope's toe whenever conveni­
ent, and damn the sons of Abraham. The tempta­
tion to imitate the machinery of the Ku Klux Klan 
must have been strong, but the stench was too 
great and so they called their order the Black 
Legion. Likewise a year or so ago a strong-arm 
henchman of a leading Southern industrialist 
wanted to organize an anti-union fraternity and in­
vest it with the Klan mummery. But he called it 
the White Legion. 

IV. 
~lack _was an ~mbitious man, but he had by 

choice alienated himself from the favor of those 
who sat on the pinnacle of the status quo in Bir-

Page Four 

mingham. He was not inclined to stand in line 
and wait for the party hierarchy to give him the 
nod, and he was not the type to get the nod had 
he waited for it. 

The only course was to gather a following from 
the voters that were left. He was strong with or­
ganized labor, but that was of negligible political 
consequence. The element that Black had left to 
depend upon was the class who regularly joined 
the Klan. So he went with it too. Those who 
went into the· Klan could not drop out as easily 
as if it had been a Kiwanis Club. After learning 
the membership of the order and its inner work­
ings, extricating oneself was a delicate business. 
At the time Black resigned, no newspaper in the 
State had launched a concerted attack on the Klan, 
and it had not become an issue in any political cam­
paign. It was not until 1930, I believe, that the 
Klan became a clear-cut issue in an election. 

In 1926, with Ku Klux backing, Black was 
elected U. S. Senator, Bibb Graves was elected 
Governor and Charlie McCall was elected At­
torney-General. To the lower elements of the 
Klan this victory for the Invisible Empire was 
a heady stimulant, and shortly they began to get 
out of hand, and there was a wave of lashings, 
cross-burnings and lawless arrogance in general. 
About this time Grover C. Hall, of the Mont­
gomery Advertiser, attacked the Klan with every 
resource at his command. The effectiveness of his 
attack was the opening wedge in ridding the State 
of the Klan epidemic, and as a recognition of his 
courage and the skill of his attack Hall was award­
ed the Pulitzer Prize for the best editorials of 
1927. 

It was during this period when the Klan was 
being attacked with such force by the Advertiser 
and a few allies that an incident occurred which 
demonstrated the awkward position of those who 
tried to extricate themselves publicly. Charlie Mc­
Call, the Attorney-General, publicly resigned from 
the Klan and denounced it. He was praised by 
the anti-Klan forces; but in 1930 when he. ran 
for Governor he received less than four per cent 
of the vote-despite the fact that he had a good 
sound truck. 

Black had resigned from the Klan before he 
was elected to the Senate, and from that moment 
on he was doomed to hold his silence or to com­
mit political suicide. Moreover, as far as Alabama 
politics was concerned, there was but one occasion 
on which repudiation by Black would have consti­
tuted anything more than a gesture. 
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V. 
It is not enough to say that he came to a point 

in his career when expediency and principle con­
flicted, with the former being given precedence. 
One should keep in mind the expediency and the 
principle involved. It is not enough to say that he 
was an opportunist. One should consider what he 
did with the opportunity. 

It was true then and it is largely true now, 
that the sincere radical or liberal in the South must 
adopt a technique that resembles that of the dema­
gogue, or confine himself to some field other than 
politics. Organized labor is stronger now than it 
was 10 years ago, but even now it does not consti­
tute a very strong bloc. Roughly speaking about 
9 5 per cent of the voters of the South can be di­
vided into three groups: reactionaries, conserva­
tives, and illiterates. The le£ t-wing liberal gets 
no reactionary votes and few conservative votes, 
but a decisive number of illiterate ones-if he gets 
elected. The progressive must follow the foot­
trails the demagogue has beaten through the woods 
and learn the language of the sticks. He must 
also learn to crack jokes through his nose and to 
pray a good prayer when called on. And in the 
end if he does not have thousands of people who 
are sold on him personally-for reasons other than 
his views on issues-he will not get very far. 

Hugo Black was able to stump the State num­
<;rous times without making concessions to igno­
rance and bigotry. With all due respect to him, I 
believe it would not be far amiss to say that in 
the past his support and that received by Tom 
Heflin, our prime demagogue, would not vary 
in character by much over 20 per cent. In other 
words, eight out of ten who have voted for Black 
also voted for Heflin when he was in his prime. 
And yet how different the two are, both as to 
methods and as to achievements! 

It is second-nature with Tom Heflin to wear the 
trappings of bigotry and prejudice. He plays on 
those baser instincts, bred along with generations 
of hookworm and poverty, with a skill that is com­
parable only to that of such masters as Jim Varda­
man, Cole Blease, and Theo Bilbo. He uses the 
Negro with facility and feeds him piece-meal to 
the craven egoes of men who live "under the high­
est standard of living the world has ever known," 
but whose economic and cultural level, alas, is com­
parable to that of the most backward spots of the 
globe. He would as soon use the Catholic if it 
suited his purpose. Indeed in 1930 when he was 
defeated (largely because he had been read out of 

the party) his cry was that he had saved the U. S. 
from a war with Mexico by .exposing the intrigues 
of Pius XI. Few men have so prostituted their 
talents to such anti-social ends. Today he is down 
in Alabama trying to make a "come-back." He is 
seeking the Senate vacancy on a campaign to save 
the State from Communism-probably the Jew­
ish brand--and, what is of more practical value, 
to save it from the iniquitous effects of the wages 
and hours bill introduced by Hugo Black. 

An effort has been made to create the impres­
sion that Black is a Heflin. The Baltimore Eve­
ning Sun, which considers itself fair to all men 
and above the petty derelictions of the contempo­
rary world, finds that at last the "neo-liberalism" 
of the New Deal is obvious. That it is really of 
the stripe of Nazism, and that Black is its Goebbels 
are the implications of the following: 

In this neo-liberalism, a man's attitude toward 
civil rights is of no importance at all if his attitude 
toward property rights is sulliciently radical. Let a 
man hate the Rockefellers and the Morgans and the 
Fords and no more is needed to give him place 
among the elect. If also he hates Jews and Catholics 
and foreigners and NegrOC!, if he proposes to strip 
them of the protection of the law, if he seeks to 
subject them to the rule of night riders who satisfy 
brutish and sadistic impulses under the cloak of 
pretended racial or patriotic motives, that is of no 
consequence. 

In all of his Senate record, covering a period of 
more than 1 0 years, and throughout his public 
record there is nothing to sustain such implications. 
The worst that has been produced-in fact the 
only thing to my knowledge that has been pro­
duced-is a single speech made offhand in a Kla­
vern. No searcher has yet produced a line from 
a stump speech of his in which any appeal was 
made to prejudice, unless one would interpret 
denunciations of "predatory wealth," "trusts and 
monopolies," and "power interests" as such. 

VI. 
He has been labelled Ku Klux, and his enemies 

and the unthinking have accepted that as sufficient 
evidence that he has committed all the sins of Ku 
Kluxism. Membership in the Klan has been his 
one unworthy concession to Southern bigotry and 
prejudice, and he has devoted himself to an earn­
est effort to cure those sores of ignorance, poverty 
and disease upon which the Klan spirit feeds. He 
has endeavored to enlist Federal aid to the States 
for more effective educational and health pro­
grams. In the face of the "States' rights" bugaboo 
he was a co-sponsor of the Harrison-Black-Fletch-
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er bill to appropriate funds for education directly 
to the States. Knowing that the Supreme Court 
ranks next to the Bible in the South as among 
those institutions which must not be examined 
critically, much less tampered with, he was forth­
right from the beginning in his support of the 
President on the judicial issue. Regardless of the 
merits of the issue, it was not good politics for 
an Alabamian who was facing an election. 

On the eve of his return to Alabama to face 
this test, Black introduced and was outspoken in 
supporting the wages and hours bill which bore his 
name. He knew that labor was already solidly 
behind him and that the bill could not gain him 
additional votes from that source. The votes he 
would need were in small towns and on farms. 
Alabama farmers whose incomes do not aver,!ge 
a dollar a day believe that labor is already paid 
enough-particularly with cotton going down. To 
them advocacy of a 30-hour week, or even one of 
40 hours, is heresy. Moreover, those who were 
directly concerned, the employers, lost no time in 
going to the farmers and raising the cry that Hugo 
was ruining them. 

He also knew that many sincere opponents of 
the bill would look upon hill} as a mere tool of the 
northeast; and if you know anything about South­
ern politics, you know what it means to be accused 
of being in league with the Yankees. It was rec­
ognized that Negroes, particularly those working 
in saw-mill and turpentine enterprises, would be 
among the chief beneficiaries of the bill. Know­
ing what it would mean in Alabama to be accused 
of trying to force empfoyers "to pay niggers $16 
a week," Black insisted that there be no discrim­
ination because of color. If Black was all politi­
cian he would not have run the risk of the charge 
that he was favoring "economic equality between 
the races." 

Moreover, it was recognized that Black, far 
from being hostile to John L. Lewis, was friendly 
toward him. The Klan and organized labor move­
ments do not mix. Imperial Wizard Hiram 
Evans had called on the Klan to "ride again and 
wipe out the Communistic C. I. 0." Even before 
that a well-defined movement was under way 
among some former Klansmen in Alabama to at­
tack Black on the ground that he had been a 
"traitor" to the Klan in the '20's. This attitude 
represented not so much a resentment against 
Black's Klan record as it did a realization on the 
part of the real Klansmen that the initial gap be­
tween them and Hugo had grown wider and wider. 
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Black made no gesture to pacify these elements, 
nor did he make any concessions to those who were 
against the New Deal. Incidentally, he should 
not be confused with those Southern Democrats 
who became New Dealers in the midst of the de­
pression, but whose ardor has cooled to the point 
of freezing. Black was a New Dealer before 
Roosevelt was. Not only in other ways, but in the 
development of an economic and political philos­
ophy he has increased in scope and depth--so 
much so that it is almost pointless to compare the 
Black of a decade ago and the Black of today. 

VII. 
In Alabama there was no surprise at the "expo­

sure" of Black's membership in the Klan. We had 
known it all along, and had been sorry for it. In 
this connection, the attitude of one man is signif­
icant. Grover Hall, as has been pointed out, was 
the first to fight the Klan and has been the most 
aggressive man in the State on S\lCh issues as pro­
hibition, anti-evolution laws, anti-sedition bills 
and the like. He has never voted for Black, and 
fought him on the issue of his Ku Klux affiliation. 
Hall does not by any means agree with all of 
Black's economic views-or even a majority of 
them-but he has come to admire and respect him 
for his integrity. He did not wait until Black was 
nominated for a place on the Supreme Court be­
fore taking that view; he respected and admired 
Black knowing that he was coming back to Ala­
bama to face an election. 

But elsewhere than in Alabama the "exposure" 
of the Klan membership spread pandemonium. At 
the time of his nomination the Presidents of Tus­
kegee Institute and Wilberforce University, two 
of the outstanding Negro institutions, and the Na­
tional Association for the Advancement of Col­
ored People had endorsed him. But within a week 
after the Klan label was pinned on him publicly, 
a majority of Negroes, according to a poll taken 
by the Institute of Public Opinion, had decided 
that he was unfit to sit with the Supreme Court. 

Among the ranks of the liberals, especially the 
New York variety, there was dismay. Only The 
Nation and The New Republic stood hitched, and 
they apparently by the exercise of super will pow­
er. The New York Post and the Philadelphia Rec­
ord, both rabid pro-New Deal papers owned by J. 
David Stern, decided that Black was not fit to re­
main on the bench. Among the decent conserva­
tives there was the New York Times, which has 
been in one of its rare crusading moods, an event 
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that is as unusual as a visit from Halley's comet. 
Only now and then was there any inclination to 

weigh Black's career against his guilt. The Klan 
was never more guilty of thinking in terms of ra­
cial and religious labels than were the elements 
who were stampeded by the disclosures. True, the 
reaction of all was encouraged and stimulated by 
the energy with which the New Deal's enemies 
rode the opportunity. 

Few seemed to appreciate the price that a man 
of high sensibility and integrity was paying- had 
paid for many years in fact-for his mistake. Few 
seemed to be inclined to grant that he had made 
restitution, that he had worn his albatross long 
enough to make up for his guilt. There is not space 
here to describe the real Hugo Black, the student, 
a man who was once referred to by Charles A. 
Beard as one of the few Senators who had a 
grasp of history. One should know him to appre­
ciate fully his position. 

VIII. 
It was a grievous price for a man to pay, but the 

experience should prove a profitable one for the 
nation. It is well that we have re-examined the 
Klan, that we have expressed our abhorrence of 
it and all that it has come to mean. We know now 
what we did not know a decade ago: that Kluxism 
is an expression of the pattern American Fascism 
would follow. In looking back we should consider 
ourselves fortunate that we had our dose in the 
20's; otherwise we could easily have been betrayed 
when the depression was at its low ebb. 

The real test may come yet if someone with a 
bit more ability than the Rev. Gerald L. K. Smith, 
for example, obtains a following. Smith has been- . 
the stooge of Huey Long, Eugene Talmadge, Doc 
Townsend, Father Coughlin et al., in turn. There 
is no telling how many of his like there are scat­
tered around the country today reading trafisla­
tions of Mein Kampf and practicing the art of 
blowing out their cheeks and beating their breasts. 

When that time comes we shall see _jVhether all 
who have displayed such righteous indignation 
over the Klan are really opposed to intolerance 
and the violations of liberty. That, of course, is 
one of the unfortunate circums~nces of the dra­
ma-that such patriots as William Randolph 
Hearst and his spiritual heir-apparent, Paul Block, 
should have been grand ma'rshals in a liberty pa­
rade. It is unfortunat~/hat everyone cannot see 

through such hypocrisy. It would be interesting 
to note how many of those who have been so 
wrought up over the matter are also concerned 
with the bigotry of Cotton Ed Smith, from neigh­
boring South Carolina, who refused to hear a 
Negro pray - even for the Democrats. And 
among the Republicans, one wonders if there are 
any who remember the campaign of I 92 8, when 
intolerance and stupidity were subsidized whole­
sale in the South, tons of propaganda being dump­
ed for the benefit of those who had anti-Catholic 
inclinations. The Anti-Saloon League became a 
virtual subsidiary of the Republican National 
Committee, and altogether the campaign was one 
of intolerance-exploitation. There are lessons 
enough in those chapters to teach all of us some­
thing of the cheapness and danger of capitalizing 
on ignorance and stupidity for political gain. 

IX. 
For his part Black begins a new chapter. Presi­

dent Roosevelt believed that his liberalism flows 
from the same springs as those from which the 
great dissenters, Holmes and Brandeis, received 
their inspiration. He will no longer be an advo­
cate of a group or a party or a region, and he will 
have true freedom. His knowledge of the law 
has been questioned-at times by some who con­
tend that we have too many lawyers on the court 
already. If the definition of a lawyer as one who 
has spent his life practicing corporation law is the 
tnte one, then he is no lawyer. If it is sufficient 
that he was well grounded in the fundamentals of 

_ 1aw and was active in the courts in various capa­
cities for a decade, then he is prepared. His keen­
ness of perception, his ability to get at the core of 
things, is well known to those who have come be­
fore him in committee hearings and on the stand. 
Moreover, he knows constitutional lawyers. Most 
significant is the belief of those who know Black, 
that he is versed in the spirit of the law and of the 
constitution. 

With the prospect that Hugo Black will continue 
to grow in stature and accomplishment, it might 
be in order to quote the words of an old-time 
Populist, also from Ashland, who wrote in his 
memoirs in I 92 9: 

"Clay County, Alabama, will yet produce the 
statesman, perhaps, who will go through this old 
country like an earth and air contrivance in full 
gear, stir up the populace, and set things right." 
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Story 

~

HE collegiates looked at the 
~ ~ man and the man looked at 

S::-~ the body and the body looked 
;:::.:,:,;s 1 h b . · ~ no ook; t ere was a out 1t 

only an aspect. 
In eastern Virginia where 

the Carters of the Carters­
on-the-J ames originated, the 
land rolls red and low. Here 
and there are large houses, 
some brick and some frame, 

centered among patches of green land that is corn 
land, cotton land, and peanut land. In the swamps 
nearby the rose-bay .blossoms in the spring; but this 
is not a story of rosebays. This is a story in part of 
pean~t land, corn land, and cotton land. You've 
heard how everything is a story: a grain of sand, 
a stalk of corn, a boll of cotton, even men are 
stories. This story has to do with such a man ... 
a man who was a story. 

Brunk Rickets was twelve when his ·father died. 
He had been born when his mother was fourteen 
and had, in a sense, grown up with her. Upon 
him she placed few restrictions, none of which per­
tained to cleanliness. He was just Brunk to her 
and she Ma to him. When Whit Rickets died of 
blood poisoning, Brunk accepted his fatherless 
status without much whimpering and along about 
the time the red and white crepe-paper funeral 
flowers had run and sogged on the grave-top and 
the tin can shreds which were their stems had 
rusted, Brunk was busy hoeing corn. On W ednes­
days he carried the wash up to the main house, 
which was the Bruces'. Frequently he talked to 
Carson and Wilbur, the two Bruce boys (Wilbur 
was twenty-eight and Carson twenty) about the 
crops. Sometimes old Mrs. Bruce would wrangle 
about the yellow tinge that appeared on the clean 
linen; invariably, however, she paid the forty 
cents laundry pay. And that was a good thing, 
for the Rickets had no cow and no wheat. They 
had no underwear either. That is not unusual ... 

washerwomen usually merely work with such 
things. Ma Rickets rarely ever, save in cold 
weather, wore aQything but a V-necked cotton 
print. 

One evening, along about cotton picking time 
of the season of the death of Brunk's father, Wil­
bur Bruce came down to the Rickets' dwelling and 
sat Wtth one leg angled on the porch and the oth­
er dangling over the sandy place the rain from the 
eaves had packed. With his head leaning against 
a post he chewed the end of a piece of grass and 
chatted with Brunk's ma about cotton and people 
and things. In time Mrs. Rickets began to tie up 
her hair in a knot so that the contrast between the 
light and dark portions made for beauty rather 
than a soiled and motley appearance. Wilbur's 
visits began to average about three a week and 
usually at such times Brunk was sent on an errand 
that lasted all evening. In the Spring Wilbur went 
away and it was after his departure that Brunk 
noticed a change in the appearance of his mother. 
When he ventured to get from her some explan­
ation, she only snapped at him. Finally, one day 
in July, she told him that she was going to have 
a baby. That seemed natural to him for, unlike 
many other people of her class, she hadn't had 
one in eleven years. She and B"runk worked to­
gether in the fields except on wash days and when 
time came to pick cotton old Mrs. Bruce did her 
own washing. Brunk of ten saw Wilbur when he 
went to the main house, but Wilbur never came 
down to the Rickets' shack. Of ten Ma Rickets 
sandwiched between her snappings at Brunk talk 
of giving up the struggle on the farm and going 
to a wonderful place where her sister had gone. 
It was called Durham and there were lots of mills 
in which one could work for money! She had 
only oral information of the place and spoke of 
it in a dreamy manner. 

The cotton boll is a fluffy white thing. It is an 
ovary that bears its off spring with over-running 
cups. When you pick it you may be picking an 

A. GRIGGS here presents a ;tory born of righteous personal bitterness, but nourishedtv 
tmd reared by a strong social sympathy. The tug-of-war between its heredity and its 

mFironment accounts, per/taps, for the story's loose-jointedness. 
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JULIUS ROS.::.,.v/ALD FUN:> 

PftE£I t.!Il~ArlY rlEPOhT ON F'ELLO\l~IUP 1937-38 

Duri ng the first quarter I have concentrated on tamilarizing 

myself with t ne nature of contemporary ~outhern problems. A 

s tutement of my course of study will serve to i llustrate the 

a pproach. I was enrolled i n courses on the Negro• t he Labor 

Problem and 'l\he l:>out hern rte g i ons. 

The f irst of' these• urxle r Prof'. Guy Johnson, i ncluded a 

considerat ion of tre background of the .Negro 1n Amarica--slavery, 

freedom, and present status. It also included an analysis of the 

activities of t he various organizations and a genc i es seeking 

a d justments which would ena b le t he 1~egro to make a greater con­

tribut i on to his own well"are and that of t he community. 

In ,rot. Ilarry D. ~olf•s course on the Labor Problem, to­

get her with para l lel readi ng , I have e nde avored t o gai n an 

understand ing of labor t heor y , and t he e f'forts of government , 

the employer and employee s t o i mprove the welfare of labor . I n 

t his connection I have been interested particularly in the nature 

of t he problem i n the Southe ,st . 

The third cour se in which I v,as enrolled, The Soutba r n Regi ons 

under Prof'. Lee Brooks, af'!'or ded an opportunity to l ear n something 

of' the Sout h , i t s economic, social and polit i ca l probl er:is and its 
I 

c apac i ties . The detailed ~,t udy of ~ Souther n Regions, which was 

t he t ext for• the course , provided a mean:-; of' becoming fami l ar with 

t his reg ioal i nventory a s a permaw ... nt source book . 

In additi on to t l "X:i cours{II i n whichria s enrolled for c edit, 

I audited Prof. Odum 1s course on Metho sin So~J•l Research and 
/. 1 
I ,,. 

have been i n constant contact with him aa an ad~isor. 
i J 
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During the present q uarter I am t aki ng soutre rn Hi s tory 

1877-1937, Stati s tic s and General Socioloey. In t he course on 

::.outhern liistory I plan t o conc entrate on the i nfluence of the 

n ews pape r. 

I have not confi ned my i nter est s t o class -work, but have 

done con side rable readi ng along line s that promised a better 

i n sight i nto the pa rticular problems i n ·which I am i nterested. 

I 11ave done some writing . In this connection I am ~nclosing 

copi e s of two articles: One, which appeared in the Carolina 

Ma~a zine, on Gerald Johnson • s ~ Wa sted Land; t he other• which 

was r e l e sed by t he $outher n News paper Syndicate, on tm po ssibility 

of re-di rect i ng t he a pproach of t he t enancy program o1: tba Farm 

Secur ity Administration. I have spent some tine , through personal 

cor responde nce a nd otherwise, in an endeavor to get others interested 

in the widespread distribution of The wasted Land• believinB it - -
to be v a luable as a clear. readable interpretation of' the t outheast •• 

problea s. 

I have .... a t tempted to a pport i on my t 1me between class work, 

contacts with the University aa a whole and contacts with the 

non-academic world in such a manner as to get t h e lll03 t out of 

t he opportunity to come bare. 



PLAN OF' WORK 

The aim or the plan of work for tbe period ot the Pe llowahip 

I now hold was: To prepare mysel.£ as an individual to utilize 

t he cont ribution• of sociology and economics as an editorial 

writer. 

The present plan of work contemplat es an extension of this 

objective: To st udy the possibility of developing new techniques 

for utilizing the social sciences through interpretation by the 

news pa per in general. 

For the purposes of this outline t he subject may be divided 

as follows: 

I. Tm backgr ound of the newspape r aa a sooial instrument 

in the Southeast. 

II. The Southeastern newspaper •• potentialities for more 

effective service. The possibility for a more eff ective relation­

ahip between the newspaper, aa t he chief sour ce of public inform­

ation, and the university as the primary source ot research in 

sociologJ, economics, education and political science. 

III. As a corollary, t he department and school of journalism 

and i t s f unction aa a connecting link between t re social sciences 

and t he newspaper. 

IV. Objectives and Approach. 

In the foll owing I have attempted to draw up a general 

statement of t he problem and to give more of an att itude of 

approach rath9r than a specific met hodology. This ho.a been 

necessary for t wo reasons. First, t he limited time available 

for preparation. Second, in t he montHs remaining before t 
;J 

tit 
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second phase of t he work would be undertaken, I plan to continue 

preparation for 1t and will nt:tve developed a more s pecific approach. 

Where 1 have expressed opinions t hat are open to question, I hope 

t hey will not be taken as conclusive but will be accepted as 

tentative for the purpose of t his outline. 

I 

Studies of the news paper's role i n society are limited. 

This is particularly true of the news pa per i n the Southeast, 

available material beine confined for t he most part to a few 

qu1,mtitat ive studies and to hi storical material of a general nature. 

n.ny deteroi~tion or t he newspaper'• potentialities must nec­

essarily be pr efaced with a knowledge of its .function in the pa st. 

In t he Southeast "peJ•sonal journalismn prevails to a greatea 

degree than in tho r est of t he country, althour h here , too, it 

1aa been on t he decline. The emphasis upon editorial opinion has 

undergone a parlillel decline, but personal opinion in the newspaper 

is st ill in demand as evidenced by t he widespread popularity of t he 

signed column. It 1s possible t hat t he declining i nterest in t he 

editorial is due more to a change i n t he diroction and quality ot 

editorials, rather t han to a change in the tas{,es of t he public. 

The -tDJIJlll phenomenal rise or the nat ional syndicate and t he 

i ncret.ising development of the major press services, together with 

t he improvement in the methods of pic t ure transmission and repro­

duction , holds a threat to the coDl!4'llnity-character of t he nev,s-

paper and to its i nfluence i n locttl and s t ate uffairs. The newa-
J 

paper of 30,000 cir culat i on c ian provi e its readers with t lle d&ily 
;/ I 

columns o.t· t wo or thr ee 01' t he nat io .• • s ou st1.1.ndi fl6 commentat ors 
r r 
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for less than the salary of its Btfice boy. syndicat ed cartoons, 

valuable as circulation builde r s, usually occupy Ii'.IOre space than 

all of t he locally prepar ed material co . .ibined. The Jill:3. jor press 

services provide an a bundance of material gathered from all over 

the world, and the increased interest in pictures adds to the 

premium on space. Under such circumstances fluct•ation in the 

price of news print has becoc e a factor of considerable of aocial 

significance. 

I am i nterested i n studying these various factors fror.i t he 

viewp~int of t he soc1oloe1st primari ly , using the historical 

approach . The news paper as an instit ution cannot be isolated 

complete ly from its co.:mn.mity for t he purpose of analysis. 1 .. ueh 

1• yet to be learned of t he i nf'luence and counter-influence of 

each upon t he other. 

This phase of t he study is _concer ned with t he question of 

interpreting t he newspaper to the social sciences. 

II 

Although signi!'icant prot;r ess has been made in t he study of 

t he Sout heast's pressing economic, social and political problems 

t he dif ficulty of r eaching t he publ i c through t he newspaper r e­

mains. I t. t he physical scionc e s the ma jor pres s services have 

been act ive 1n i nt erpreting developments to the public. [;cience 

~ervice, t hrour,h its syndicated mat erial, 1s provi d i ng additional 

materials. Editorial Research Heports, which provides a service 

for gat hering and 1nterpretins e conomic and governmental data, 

has not been subscr i Jed to by many papers in the Southeast. 
!ft 

is available whic h would lead to a ~wider understand-
[ j 



ing of such problems as freieht-rate differ entials, wage differen­

t ials, labor legislatio~, tarn tenancy , cotton economics, labor 

relations, race relations, regional planning, etc. However, 

there are few men who are capable of i nterpreting such inforI:;l.btion 

t o ~he pu Jlic. 

One of t he most successful eff orts to mke available t he re­

sults of economic-social-civic studies has been t he University 

News-Letter of t he Deportment of Rural Social-Economics of the · 

University of North Carolina. Pew other univers ities have been 

successful in providing similar material available for tl.e publi• 

cation i n their r e spective states. None provide material that is 

regional i n scope . 

It is on ly through t he aubatitution or a factual, unemotional 

a pproach for t he biased, emotional a pproac_1 thut t he South will 

find a way out of i ts diff iculties. It is the university that ia 

leading the way i n this respoct. 

Thia phase of' t he study is concerned with t he practical possi­

bility of int erpreting t he contributions of t he social sciences~ 

and in making them more r eadily available for the use of the 

newspapers. 

III 

Although journalism is an old profession , older t han the 

United States, specialized education i n journa lism is a recent 

development--the first professional school dating from 1908. 

Today, although schools and depJ r tment s of journalism are numer­

ous, t he weie~ of opinion is to the effect t hat i n general they 
! I, 

s hould be classified as trade, rather han as professional. This 
[ J 



view i s borne out by t he fact that in 1936 only two doctorat e 

degr ees i n journalism were awarded i n the United States, while 

t he number of K.A.•s, i nc l udi ng Columbia's 59, was ao.1 

In t he Southeast t here are seven departments of journalism 

with two universities having s chools listed . In 1936 t hey grant ed 

onl y t wo L1 . A .•s i n j ournalism. However, 119 A.B.•s we1•e awarded 

i n that year , and 442 students wer e classifi e d as '' protes siona l". 

Inc ludi ng prof'essional, pre-professional, those taking course s in 

schools which d i d not have departments and t hose cla ss11'ied as 

miscellaneous, t he total number of students was 2,110. Estimating 

professionals~ pre-professionals a nd one-third of those taking 

courses i n colleges not having depart ments , i t appea r s that at 

least 1,000 students i ntended to go into newspaper work. 

The bulk of t h is traini ng , judgi ng from the curriculums and 

personal experience, is i n the mechanics of journal1am--copy-readi1;g , 

newswrit ing• headlines, etc. While moat un1vera1ties in the South­

east offer courses i n t he n l story of' jou1•nal1sm, little attention 

is given to t he newspaper 's function i n society, the ethics of 

the newspaper i n pr actice and theory and courses designed to give 

t he student a conception of . t he social aspects of journa lism a s a 

profession . (A parallel is found i n t hose l aw achoola wh.1.cb em­

phasize t he case s tudy approach wi t u sca r.t atte ... tion to concepts 11 
justice und the broader aspects of jurisprudence.) 

The programs of study for undergraduates include r equ irehlents 

for courses in "such subjects a s history, econoLlics, government, 

l. Note: All the figures g iven are from Editor & Publisher 's 
Newspaper Yearbook f'or 1937, t he only source rp~d1ly available. 

/LJJUJ 
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and politics, sociology , l iterature and language, natura l science, 
2 

psycbologJ' tAnd philosophy". Within t hia field, however, it has 

been d iff'icult t o mold a "broad background" without running i nto 

t he d E..nger of Ii llowi ng t he student to escape with a superficial 

hodge-podge of credit s in disconnec t ed and unrelat ed courses. 

Thus far, j ournalism education ha s not been entire l y aa11a­

facto17 t o t he stude nt , t he university whic h bas a dep ~rtment or 

school, or t o the news paper. I t is st ill in a period of ad just­

ment. 

A number of handicaps have retarded ad justments. The under­

gr aduate who pre par e s for t he broad field of j ournalism does not 

know 1hich tas k he is fitting himself for s pecifica lly . Ir he 

knew t hat h e wa s de st 1 r.od t o beer ~ie a dramatic critic he could 

take courses i n t he Victorian Drama and Shakespeare, but at t hat 

period in his ca r eer it 1s just a s likely that he Will become a 

labor r eporter a nd a cours e i n .Personnel Relat ions or Labor Theory 

wou l d be more valuable. 

One of t he ch i e.f handicaps, perha ps , haa been t he dea rt . of' 

journa l i sm educ a t i 0 11 on t ne gr aduat e level. ...~r oblems i n t he ad­

justment s of the socia l sc iences a to the needs of soc1ot y ure 

deal t wi t h in t he unive rsi t y on t he graduate level and out of the 

graduate school have came t he resear c i1 and t he broadeni ng of hori­

zons t hat a r e essential to maturity~ 

The solection of texts for the study of jour nalism 1s meaere, 

another handicap due i n pc1rt t o t he s carcity of graduat e schools. 

2. Recolllclendat ion of Council on Educat · on 
of Schools tm d Depart ments of Jour nali~m . 
Daily Newapafer i n America . 

of ,~merican Associat ion 
Fr om Lee , ~ . M., The 

L'/. -
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There are a number of' histories oi' journalism 11. the United State s, 

i ncluding one of the most recent, The Daily ~ewspaper in ,.merica, 

by ulfred M. Lee. In his h istory Lee tmpba si zes t .e socitil aspects 

of the news paper . There are numerous works on t he newspaper men; 

t here are exaltation s of t he newspaper as an i nstitution ; and 

t here are condemnations of its ma lefactions and ahortcowings. 

Objective st udies of its various aspects arc r are . 

The possibility of a more effective use of college newspapers 

as a laboratory for journalism s t·.1ei.ent s also bear s considerat i on 

i h t .is connection . 

I V Obj ectives and .~pproach 

I do not propose to explore a ll of the aspect s of tho problem 

outlil~ed to the ultinwte , nor t o "solve" all of tho prob.lams posed. 

The aim is t o study t he role of t ho ne·,{spaperx in t he pust, por :-1cu­

l t1rl y i n the Southeast , ·with a ,view to determining i ts possibilities 

for moro effecti ve s ervice i n the f uture. At presen t I am not able 

to predict the product i -in of a c oncise, tangible dissertatio1. cal­

culated to f it a well-defined uiche. 

She •ld my f ellowsh i p 'be r enewed a t t he c o ne usion of thi s yeur , 

I would conti · ue here st t he Univer s ity o:f .iorth Carolina for at 

least two additional quarters. During thttt time I would ta:::e 

such course s 1 '1 t ·1e social sciences as give promise of a better 

understa.1d i ng of' t he problems out l ined . l wou¼d not endeavor 
would 

to take a full sohedule but/a.1.101, time for i nde pendent study . 

Dependi ng upon the progr ess m£1de at tho ..end or these t'° qua ters, 

I would c o nt i nue here o r• t a ke one se.ileat 1:1r of wo[ /k a t the University 

of h1soonsinJ lijJ 
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The c ontribution I would hope to make would be in two 

directions: 

First. As a result of the a , ditional period of study to be 

better equipped as an individual for active newspaper work , or th .. 

teaching of journa lism. 

Second. The pos sible publication of material growi ng out ot 

t he study, und aiced a t a moro eff'e1.;tive r e lationship between t he 

newapoper and t ne co11t1•ibutions ot· t he s ocial sciences. 

Upon t _10 completion of the s ec ond f'ellowahip period l wou ld 

plan to r et ur n to no s paper work or t o seeK a teac-dng posit ion 

wh ich wo~l d g ~ve prowi se of' an op~ortun1ty for c o~pletion of t he 

study and preparotiori of' t he result s. 

a. 
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LETTEFtS OF REFERENCE 

Gould Beeoh 

Dr, Lee M. B;:ooks,, .Aanociate Fro!eer;or Sociology, UniTersity of North Caroll.ca 

It has been a pleasure to read onr the statement by Mr. 

Gould Beech regardiz.g his visi011 and progr&1< pertaining to th~ newnpaper 

i n modern society. I have t< .l. <ed ldth him at various times on th.is !'I 1bject 

and on relsted subJects. Always I have been i.:npreBsed •it.:1 his maturity ot' 

gre.Bp, his a.-• .il.ytic powers, and hi s r emarka.bly wide base of knowledge. Though 

he has been with us only half' of an academic year he ha.a al.ready eotabliehed 

for himself an enviable reputation for cogency of thinking. I look .for h.1Ja 

to be a real l oader in thoucht and Yell- te?:lpered action in the South. r 

know 01' no one who giveG more promise in bringing about a ne11 socie.1- respon­

ible erophai1is i n the field of modern journalise. As indicated 111 his stt.te­

ment he sees the wealcnesoes in the present situation anG, ae nearly as anyote 

oan, ~~e po,uibUities of a new day 1n newspaper functioning. 

I n l aying the foundation for the sort of taik ht3 envi~i1ons, 

he bae been energetic io hi a studieBJ is one of the olee.t<est thinkers , ono 

or t he best sifters of val ues, I have ever ho.din r,q olas~es . 

Personally, l eovet for him ev~ry opportunity to KO 

ehead w1th h.h n0rk, but more than for the S8tisfa.ctions co:.:1nected writh my 

pereonnl ttdmi.ration of· him, l c.1.·ave tor the 5outh and the !lation that he 

!!lay be encouraged to go on and on toward the goal •hich he and the (too) 

few of his type are striving to achieve. 

In this project he has m;y unqutlified endorsemont. 

Dr1 Guy Jol:ulson, Reaearch .Associate & Associate Protez.,aor Sociology, Univer­
ei ty or 1torth Carol:1.nA 

In bri ef, I wieh to sey th&~ I th1n1c lib•• Beech is a very 
// I 
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(Letters of Reference - Gould Beech) 

able man, th&t he works hard, and that he beliens final;y in what he is 

t:ry1ng to do. I am inclined to think that he ie e.n exceptional case and 

would justity further sup-port. He has already sholUl talent in editorial 

wor~, 'but he would be of much larger service 1n that field if he has an 

opportunity to reach Mturity in hia oocia.l science 'training. 

The pl.an o! •ork which Mr. Btiech tas submitted eeoms to 

me to be •ell adapted to his aims and needs. Since he expects to work 

later in the South, I believe he ahould concentrate on that phase of his 

progrs..~ which has to do with f'inding out just where and how he could bent 

make a contributi on to the social intelligence of the Southern runrepapel'. 

J 
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Box 136 
Auburn, Alabama 

PLAN OF V\fORK 

- ----P~A-S;-__ R_E..,.TU_R_N __ ...,.,,.l::;,, 

TO 

In the last half ..,century the land- grant colleges 

have adapted the natural sciences to the special needs of 

agriculture. The three ma jor phases of the land- grant sys­

t em--research, classroo~ , and extension--have developed 

agronomy , agricultural engineering , soil chemistry, animal 

husbandry , and the other sciences related to c onservation 

of natural resources and production. Throughout the hi s tory 

of the land- gr ant colleges the emphasis has been upon the 

practical application of these sciences to farming , and the 

development of t echniques of reaching the farm population. 

Every by-road provides evidence that result s have 

been achieved . Any f armer who uses fertilizer (and that 

number includes pr actically all who live i n the South) has 

been influenced directly or indirectly by research at an 

Experiment Station. The techniques used in terracing land , 

the planting of cover cr ops , the development of pas tures , 

the improvement in breeds of livestock--in fact every phase 

of a gricultura l production--has been affected . 

The adaptation of the soci al sciences and their 

application to rural problems began a t a later date than in 

the case of the natural sciences. Much remai ns to be done 

in the utilization of the socia l sciences as effective tools 

in solving farm problems . Agricultural economics is now 

recognized as an integral part of the curricula of land­

grant colleges . Rural sociology , although not as well es-
; 

tablished, is receiving increased attention. History and 

HUJ 
;; 



Gould Beech 

political science are recognized in varying degrees in the 

training of the personnel of agricultural agencies. But in 

comparison to the highly-integrated programs of r esearch in 

the natural sciences being conducted by the Experiment Sta­

tions of land- grant i nstitutions , resources and personnel 

for achievine a comparable development in the social sciences 

have not been available. The latest annual report of the 

Office of Experiment Stations of the United States Department 

of Agriculture (for 1939 ) devotes 213 pages to digests of 

research reports on production problems, 13 pages to agricul­

tural economics, and 11 pages to rural sociology--an indi­

cation of the rela tive i nfancy of the latter two fields. 

The natural sciences, as applied to agricultural 

production, have reached a promising maturity. The tech­

niques of production and conservaticn re s t upon sound scien­

tific practices have not been sufficiently explored. 

This plan of work contempl a tes: 

1. A study of the programs of social science r e­

search being conducted by certain colleges and universities. 

2 2. A study of the methods of financing and admini s -

tering these programs, and of coopera tive projects undertaken 

by the Experiment Stations and the Works Progress Adminis­

tration, Agricultural Adjustment Administration, Soil Con­

servation Service, the Extension Service, and the Bureau of 

Agricultural Economics . 

3 . A study of t he u se of social science research 

materials and rural social-economics courses in the train­

ing of personnel for such agencies as the Exten~lon Service, 

2. 
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Agricultural Adjustment .Administration , Farm Security Ad­

ministration and for vocational and home economic s teaching. 

4 . An analysis and evalu2tion of research programs , 

courses of study and experiences of other inst it.utions i n 

this field to determine which are applicable to the future 

needs of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute . 

5. Further preparation of the applicant for rural 

sociology research and for teaching . 

The plan of work would involve careful study of 

t he Institute for Research in Social Science of t he Univer­

sity of North Carolina, and the Group- of- Counties Sub­

Regional Project undertaken in Cooperation with other North 

Carolina and Virginia i nsti tutions . Two quarters 

of residence work would be taken at t he University of North 

Carolina . The following courses would be taken: rural 

sociology , rural social problems , history of agriculture, 

and regional problems and planning. I would work under the 

direction of Professors Howard Odum, Rupert B. Vance and 

Samuel F. Hobbs . 

In addition to intensive study at t he Univ~r s ity 

of North Carolina , a s tudy would be xm made of t he partici­

pation of North Carolina College of Agriculture and Engineer­

ing in t he research pr ogram and of this ins titution ' s curric­

ulum. A first hand s tudy woul d also be made of the research 

programs of t he University of Virginia and Virginia Pol y­

t echnic Institute , and of the curriculum of the latter, and 

of the research program and curriculum of Louisiana State 

Polytechnic Institute. As time would p rmit attJnt i on would 

HLL 
"' 
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be given to t he research programs and curriculum of I owa State 

College and the University of Wisconsin . Finally, a survey 

of the social science courses of fered by land- gr ant colleges , 

a s indicated i n t heir respective catalogues , would be made . 

A report of the study of social science research and 

curricula would be made , and it is expected t hat t ~is infor­

mation would be of assistance to the Alabama Polytechnic In­

stitut e . The degree to which the report mieht be utilized 

woul d depend , of c ourse , upon the r esources available and 

the situation exis t ing at the completion of t he study. It 

might be pr oper to point out tha t t he institution is goi ng 

through a period of dynamic development, its enrollment 

having increased more t han two- fold in a peri.od of four years . 

The institution has a vital direct and indirect infl uence 

upon the life of t he state, being the center of training for 

c ounty and home a gents , vocational agric1,ltural and home 

economics teachers , and the personnel of such agencies as 

the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, the Farm Securi­

ty Adminis tration, the Soil Conser vati on Service and the 

Land- Use Planning Division of the Bureau of Agricultural 

Economics . The s t ate headquarter s of these and other fed­

eral- state agencies a re located at Auburn. The c ollege 

Experiment St ation i s already cooperatine in c ertain types 

of a gricultural economics studies with the Bureau of Agri­

cultural Economics . 

The Extension Service of Alabama Polytechnic I n­

s titute has been directing its program j long con11:1uni ty lines . 

This approach opens t he opportunity for effecti/'e studies 

of c ommunity life and comm.unity cooperation. The 1cl der 
" 
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youth zroup on the farm represents a special probl em being 
proviq~s 

given attention by the agency , and this field p anot her exam-

ple of the opportunity for effective utilization of research . 

Lee County, in which the tovm of Auburn is located , 

provides the possibility of a typical laboratory ar ea , in­

cluding as it doe s an industrial center and various ty~es of 

farming ar eas . The Inter-Club Council of Auburn has recom­

mended a program of community social and economic planning 

based upon research. Tuskegee Institute , located 18 miles 

away , is headquarters for the Negro Division of the Extens ion 

Service . I ts proximity makes possible the correlation of re­

search , as Negro- white extens ion work i s al ready correlated. 

The types of r esearch which would be given special 

attention in the study incluie : rural youth , the rural com­

munity , rural l eader ship , community cooperation , and the pro­

grams of various federal- state agricultural agencies. 

I have had an oppor tunity to familiarize myself 

with the field of the proposed study through: a year of work 

with the Extension Service , work the the Farm Security Admin­

istration , and t eaching here at Auburn , in addition to the 

graduate work already compl eted at the University of North 

Carolina , and in v~r ious other j obs which have given me an 

opportunity to study the programs of agricultural agencies . 

I plan to compl e te work for an M.A. degree in 

June. The period of study outlined , together with two quarter s 
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of residence work on my own res ources at a latE'r date, 

should make it possible for me to complete work for the 

Ph . D. degree. Since the comple tion of the period of study 

outlined woul ri be a year and a half fr om the pr esent , it is 

not possible to state definitely what conn8ction I would 

have with the Alabama Polytechnic Institute at t he end of 

that tirHe . However , I would hope to return here in some 

capacity ~hich would make possibl e effective use of the pre­

p~ration made possible by the period of study . I would ex­

pect to continue teaching , take advantage of any opportuni­

ties in the f ield of rural research in that connec tion , and 

also write interpretative articles on social and economic 

problems. 

6. 
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Weeks . Hrs . a week . 
12 .5 
12 .5 
12 ,5 
12 .5 
12 .5 
12 .5 
12 .5 
12 .5 
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Sociol. 161a The Fami:J.y 6 .5 
History 1,54 Ci vil War & Reconstruction 6 10 
History 331 .American Colonial History 6 .5 
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Thos . J . Wi lson , Jr . ,Regi st r ar. 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. Gould M. Beech 

Mr. L. N. Duncan, President 

Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Auburn 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~fl-.~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

We feel that u,r. Beech has outlined a problem of great significance 
to this insti t.ution . The research in Agrj cult ural production t hat ha:s been 
carried on at this i nstitution for many years is such that we have every 
reason tn be]j eve t hat we no·, have informa+, ian that will almost double t he 
far;;:. income of t hi s state :if t he findings of our sd entists are applied. 
Our Agricultural hxtension Service is well organj zed and its personnel is of 
high quality . It has acc~nplished much among the farmers of the st ate, and 
the lag that exists between actual knowledee acqui red through r esearch and 
general farm practice is a problen of grPat importance to the bxt ension --=>ervice. 
'l'his lag points to the need for more information of a sociological nature, 
and our 1xtension Service is aware of this . 

We believe that ~!r . beech has outlined a course of study t hat wi 11 
give us an approach to the problem, and we recoouqe nd him for your consider at on. 
His t rai..-:iing as a n ewspaper man , his fon;ier stu:ly on a nosenwald .:>cholarship, 
his successful r.•-ork here in the field of agri cultural wr-it, lng fnr the Ext ensiun 

OVER 



Service, ani his work as a teacher, all provide a backgrou~d which fits hL~ 
for the type of investi gation he has s uggested. 1e believe t hat sh~uld 
llr . Beech complete the studies he ha s out lined, he wil l be in a positj on to 
be vastly help ful to this i r stit ut ioo bot h as a t eacher aud as an adviser 
to the Extension Service. 

Under the lavrs of Alabama governing t his i nstitution we cannot 
guarar t ee absolutely that ... r . Beech wil l be e1•ployed here upon !,he · comple-
tj on of his st udies . v:e stror,gly pred:ict , h owever, that. , i f he is at all 
s uccessful in his r esearch , his servi ces will be i n demand. at this .i nst i­
tution. /1'e t hink, fur ther, that he is on t he tra ·,1 of informatim that may 
point t he wa;_.- for bet ter programs of adult education i n all fields. 1"ie , 
therefore , recarnmerd him t o you v:ithout. reservation . He i s able, i nt erest ed, 
and devoted t o the cause of bettering Sout hern conditi ons . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed f.}t. ~/ 
I 

Position or Title Presjdent , The Alat.ama Polyt ecbni c Inst ~ t.ut. e 

Address __ ___._.A=u=b=u~rn~ · - A=l=a=b=a=n=1a _ _________________________ _ 

- -------------------------'-- - Date. January 13, 1~4,1 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosemf ald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enveloPe. is enclosed. 

J .,. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. Gould M. Beech 

Mr. Roger W. Allen 

Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Auburn 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of h!s ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~7U--~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 
~.r . Gould M. Beech is a young man of· exceptional ability 

and h i gh purpose . He consider hi J:!l .. among our m9st promising 
staff members· ·and look with every favor upon th·e application 
he is making for a Rosenwald Fellowship that will enable 
him to obtai n a year's study i n Rural Sociology a t the 
University of North Car olina . 

We have pl ans in mi nd for a very much enl arged effort 
on the part of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute i n this 
neglected but i mportant field and t r ust Wu'. Beech will 
return and contribute to its development in a very responsible 
way . Despite his youth , he possesses a backgr ound , soc i ologica 
outlook and enthusiasm. that make hi m one of the ::1ost in­

spiring teachers I have observed . His findings at North 
Carolina s hould certainly be of gr eat value to us and I 
unhesitatingly predict that he is to make a r eal contribu­
t ion toward a better understanding of southern rural condi­
t ions. As you see, I t h ink most hi ghly of hiLi 

tr.~ HL:L OVER 
✓ 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? ~. 

Signed ~ t,,.J. ~ 
Position or Title /;;.o..,,,/- ~ 

Address ~ 
~::~-
~~~~ ' ; ) . 

_____ ___________ ___ Date t/J~ 'f .J 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius ~ osem§a.ld Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 

L 
✓ 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. Gould M. Beech 

Mr. P.O. Davis 

Director of Extension Servi ce, Auburn, Alabama 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

½n~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

··r . G-oulct ,! • 2eecn i:s en exce lent youn_, foan , or-lght, ::;inc ere, hllo aule in 
l1is tlliui- inv . h has cJ. zeul fu1· soc i al ,Jroble;rw a;:; outlined in 1is plan of ,,01·k . 

re r0co,;nizes lltlly thP funac1I11ent1:.l trutlJ ti1at m1tu.ral scienees in this ;1,1t ion 
hav e aovanceo ft:i.r ahe~u ol' tn0 $OCi::;1 sciE:mces anu t bt t t ~ t \.-o should be ;,-ent 
in b8lance sor I i d.1 uu r"''turn1:1 rro ·1 ei t:r r . TiuS i:; -c11e ei.;sencA c,1 wlu,.i; ne :::;ee1.s 
to do and , I beJi, ve, th:::.t his phm witu so e guiua.11c.:eby n,ore experiP,.11ce<i i,,en 
will l-1::H.I to tn"',t e u . 

In auui t i on to buL13 clec.,r in 1 ; s tniri~i1;g be e.A.pr esscc hiu~s0l f oistil:ctly and 
im_ ressi vely both orally cUHl in •· ritin · • Ti is shoul<i be a b i . as;;et t _, !Ji I in 
the futre . 

r • u • .LJ'l v i s , 
...,ir1~ct or. 1/15/ 41. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

--
Signed -+-{2______...rn~ ~=------..::..... --- -
Position or Title _ ________________________ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address----- - ------- ---------------- -
_ ____ _____ ____________ ___ Date. ________ _ 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenvtfud Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 

L 
✓ 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr . Gould M. Beech 

Mr. Howard W. Odum 

Univer sity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

W e shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fell.owship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. · 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~~-~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Needless to say, we should be g lad to have Goul d Beech 
come back and mature the wor k whi ch he did here previously and 
i mpl ement that which he has been doing since in Alabama . 

Needless to say, too, we should like very much to have 
s omeone appraise the social science set-up here and elsewhere in the Sou th . 

This does ~ot seem to me to be a major project . on the 
other ha~~' this i s of little importance if i t is developing the 
man and _11 the Fund feels that it wishes to realize on the invest­
men t which i t has already made . 

We here at the Universi ty would be very happy to direct h i s work . 

/I 
<_(~~;;;~;f;=.====::::~;::l ==-,:,e.a,.~==---===----- OVER 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes 

Signed - ------------------------- ------
H01iAP..D W. ODUM 

Position or Title DTRECTOR., I NSTI TUTE FOR RF.SEARCH I N SOCIAL SCTENCE 
UNIV1·RSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

Address CHAPEL HI LL NORTH CAROLINA 

____ _________________ __._ __ Date. JANUAF,Y 21 , 1941 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius RosenJ ald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 

j 
" 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. Gould M. Beech 

Mr. J ohn B. Holt 

University of Maryland, College Park 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~~-~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 
Being f'illlilia r with the need , opportunity and status of rural social 

research in Alabruna , and haying read Mr . Beech' s pl"ID of ·,vork , it is my 
strong impr ession that/Mr. B~ech ' s project is thoroughly worth while and, 
knowing him, that i:Ieis exceedingly well fitted to make a marked contri­
bution through his teaching, writing , and research to the rural leaderships 
of the sti:i.te . 

I doubt that it is necessary to dwell on the significance of the 
Alabama as a yredominantly rural state with a super-abundance of under-

( privileged youth of both white and negro r aces , a l a rge portion of whom 
{'will become the adult citizens of other states to which they will be forced 

v}' to migrate for vmnt of sufficiently broad opi:ortuni ty within their own 
O' state. The responsibility of _prepari ng them for citizenship in thei r 

own state and for their adjustment to the cultural shock of industrial 
urbanization rests to a tremendous extent on the shoulders of the farm 
connnunity leaders who are constantly being trained at the agricultural 
college. 

It was part of my responsibility as area le9.der of the Division of 
Farin Populat ion and Rural 1/elfare, United States De artmMit of Agriculture , 

OVER 



from 1933 to 1940 , to encourage the development of rural social research 
at the agricultural experiment st~tions and colleges of the southeastern 
states. Alabama is one of the few states which has not sponsored rural 
soci ~l research and teaching in the state college. It became obvious to 
me that little progress could be expected until a rural sociologist was 
placed on the staff , for research money ~ppears to be allocated to fields 
where there is already a prior investment in men. 

I t appears that the attitudes of the key 
steadily swinging in favor of the appo i ntment 
to the college and experiment station staff. 
position and i s well fitted for it. 

men in the institu t ion are 
of I'!. man in rural sociology 
Mr . Beech desires this 

Mr . Beech i s not only an Alabamian and therefore acceptable to and 
prepared to work with men in hi s own state. He h~s, also , been editor 
of the Extension Service publications for some y~ars , I believe . More­
over, he is well knovm to the staff members of the college and the Ex­
periment Station , and in hi3 previ ous newsp~per and community work has 
developed many valuable progressive conta cts with rr,en in influential 
positions throughou t the state , which would be another condition favoring 
his appointment to a tea ching and research position. 

Mr. Beech lacks the full necessary tra ining in rural soc.iology , 
With such training , on top of his excellent background and experience, 
he would be well equipped to do an excellent job as teacher and leader 
in rural soci a l research. He has a clear mind , an appreciation of the 
significant in rural life problems in the state , also, a guiet friendly 
personality which will open minds and keep them open to an awakened 
consciousness of the rural life problems in Alabama and possible approaches 
to their solution . I should heartily welcome the a!Jpoin tment of Dr. Beech 
to a fellowship . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilit~:5? 

. Signed ()4'.. /l_ .()/,.U-
Pooition or4fue (Uri~ Ar-• o• (S.c.'':J, 
Address ..J-9?'. v£ J~J , lL,,.,.,.;,-, ,ff <A~ef;, 

at.hf!' ~, ();;(. DatP►. a, ~ l'flfl 
Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 
L 
✓ 
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ACCOUNT lbj te Sontbe:cn EeJ J cash j pa AP~I~ 

t ) 
NAME OF STUDENT 1 Gouldjl : Beec~ 

'it. - ..... 
ADDRESS 

INSTITIJTION ATTENDING Univer sity of North Qurglina. . 
INSTITIJTIONAL POSITION AsaaciE.:ta Editor, Montgomecy: liq:ve:ctirie:ci Montgomery, Al a 
SPECIFIC FIELD Journalism (To study socioloc;y and ecanomi ce -) 

STATEMENT OF OFFER 
R.P. to Gould M. Beech ~llsL:3:z, . ' 
"It is a pletsure to inform ,z:ou e that you b,,ve been sel ected 1w the Commi ttee on 
f ellow~hii;is Qf t he Juli:u.a Rosene.la EWld to r ec£1:Y:e tl a:rant o! &lSQQ to a~ai a:t 
;you in ~il.rry;in~ for1n:,rd y oJ.U: plans ;f'.o;r stud;i.1: a:t t he Unii:f:r~i ty of. North C~rol1ria 
in the fi~lgs Q! BQCiol o~y and economi cs as a ba.ckaround f:a:r ya:u:r Cli\r~er 1n 
Journalism. 

-· 

AMOUNT OF OFFER $1500 PAYMENT DATE<:: ~ 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO 

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER One ;yeur bgiinn1ni Septembn: * 19~7. 

APPROVED BY ·-- AUTHORIZED BY 

PAY M E N T s 
DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION , AMOUNT 

r ...... 

I 
~ 
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BOflDI..AfiBHJp 

April 1 5, 1957 

Dear .Mr . Beech: It is a pleasure to infor~ you that 
you have been selected by the Co11-

mi ttee on Fellowahips of the J'ulil.ls Roaomrc.ld Fund to 
recei~e a grant of $150~ to assi st you in carrying for­
ward your plans for study a t the 0ni vers1twr of North 
Carolina 1n the fields of eociolo~· and econ)lu.ics a lS fl 

b&c~round for your car~et)r in journalism. 

While our Con.taittee has s011e ,9ugges­
tions regarding your plnns , ~bout which I shall \ifrite 
you lnter or shall discuss vith you in person, the aw!t.rd 
i s definite. Our suggestions. however, are in the nature 
of advice and you will be left free to carcy forward yow­
work in your own 1,m.y. A plan covttr Ing the details ot 
pv.yinents under t his 6ra.nt will be urra11ged to fit ~our 
p,'lrticular needs. 

accept this gr ant. 
mittee•s selecti on 
include only those 

RP:W:.U 

1 

Please let ua know at once if you 
0£ficial announcc■ent oi' the Com-

for the y e~~r ,,ill be lllflde soon and ce.n 
i.cceptan.ces which h~ve been received. 

r.tr ·L GouJ.,d Jl Beech 
19 tiarl P~ "'"" ............ 
Yon tgomery, Alabams 



June 3, 1948 

Dear r.r. Beech , Ur. 1:mbreo h~a asked me t o send you 

completes p~ymont on the extenaion to yo~r fellowship. 

Best wishes for t~e suocess of your 

project. 

DAE:lm 
Znc . 

ilr. l uld t'5cb • •-
Vet~ans A inistration Hospital 
Perry Point, Maryland 

Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDG1! 
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