JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Classification I. Negro—
II. White Southerner_ X
IIL Specific Field_Journalism

i § 1 Univergsity of

T

Concise statement of plan of wor

worth Carolina in the departments of sociology and ecoromics.,

ee monthe study at the same institution cr

as =n slternsztive three months field work in the South.

Personal History

Name in full Gould Means Beech

Present address 19 Earl Place, Montgomery, Alabama Teleplm,Cedar 1802-J

Permanent address_ Same as above

Present occupation_AS80ciate Editor, The Montgomery Advertiser  gjury $1800

Place of birth_Graceville, Florida Date_ Moy 5, 1913
Single, married, widowed, divorced Married Date of marriage. September, 1935

Name and address of wife or husband Same as above

Occupation and salary of wife or husband None

Number and age of children None

Dependents None To what extent? Relationship.
5 Clubview
Name of nearest relative MT'Se Jo Lo BGECthdress_M_QnLg_Qmm,_Al&._Occupation_ﬂﬂnﬂ—

Have you any constitutional disorder or physical disability?_ NO

The Fellowship Committee reserves the right to require a full physical examination.



Education

1. Give a summary of your education in the following form:

Degrees, Diplomas,
Certificates
(Give dates)

Period of Study

Name of Institution (Give dates)

_ Foley, Alabama 1927-28,1928-29
High School :
Lanier High School
College Montgomery, Ala. 1926-27,1929-3(0 Diploma=May, 1930
University University of Alabama September, 1930 :
to May, 1934 | A.B., May,1934
University of Alabama September and
Technical Cctober, 1934
Professional
Special Study

An official transcript and four copies of your college and university records must be submitted with your application.

2. Extra-curricular activities:

»

honorary fraternitiesyand other organizations.,
3. Give a list of the scholarships or fellowships you have previously held or now hold, stating in each case the places and

periods of tenure, the studies pursued during your incumbency, and the amounts of the stipends.

None




Experience

(Students should include all part-time work they have done.)

Institution or Organization Address Position Under Direction of Salary

€00 yeer

<>

The Anniston Star | Anniston, Ala. reporter |Harry Ayers

The Montgomery

Advertiser Montgome Ala. associate
el editor Crover Hall $1800 year

Accomplishments

1. Of what learned, scientific, or artistic societies are you a member?

*
Southern Policy Committee, Alabama Policy Committee, local better

government committee,

2. What advanced work, research, or creative work have you already done?
*

In the

800,000 words of editorials for The Advertiser. Special articles

for The Wall Stree na g
for The Baltimore Evening Sun.
3. List of publications

ote: T have included the information above which is related to
my field.

Plans for Work

1. For what position do you seck further training?__ Continue as editorial writer in the South

2. What course of study do you wish to take?__c.oupses_in_soc.:!,ologr_anc,_ecanomics___

d plan of work.)

3. For what degree are you working? M

4. In what institution do you wish to study?__University of North Caroling

5. Under whose supervision? _Dr. Howard W, Ccdum, Dr, Bupert E, Vance




6. Have you assurance that you will be admitted to this institution?__Y €8

7. If you are not planning study at an institution, indicate the type of special work you propose to do

8. If awarded a fellowship

When would you wish to begin the study proposed?_September, 1937

What is your estimate of its probable duration?_One year

Statement of Plan of Work

Submit on separate sheets a statement giving detailed plans for your work during your tenure of a fellowship. This
statement should include (1) a description of the project, including its character and scope, and the significance of its
presumable contribution; (2) the present state of the project, time of commencement, progress to date, and expectation
as to completion; (3) the proposed university, or institution of similar grade, or the place where the work would be
carried on, and the authorities, if any, with whom the work would be done; (4) your expectation as to publication or
use of the results of your study; and (5) subsequent plans for your career. This statement should be complete and care-
fully prepared. (Please submit one more copy of PLAN OF WORK than the number of your references.)

References

Submit a list of references from whom further confidential information may be obtained concerning your qualifications
and from whom expert opinion may be obtained as to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work:

Name of Reference %{ Position e Address

Grover C. Hall, Editor,| The Advertiser Montgomery, Ala.

Harry M. Ayers, Publisher, The Anniston Star Anniston, Ala.

Dr. F. D. Patterson, President, Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Ala,

James E, Chappell, Publisher, ’i‘he Birmingham News-Age-Herald, Birmingham,Alj
{/C. B, Smith, Director of Curriculmm Revisio
1)

Alzbama Department of Education, Montgomery, Ala.
y ! Dr. George H. Denny, Cthncellor, University| of Alabama, University, Ala.
.-'J-”

If you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship or scholarship for the same period, state the facts
regarding such application.

None

SIGNATURE C// M D/f" . M

PLACE AND DATE OF MAILING_ Montgomery, Ala, Febuary 26, 1937




Mey 24, 1948

Dear Gould: Doctor Alexander and I are of course

interested in the project you outline in
your letter of May 13. We have not been able to act on
the subject until we had consulted our assoclates. This
sort of thing is not easy for & foundation to handle as
you well know. all things considered, it seems to us that
the best procedvre is to make & direct grant to you,
treating it as un eXtenmsion of the fellowship you held
some years ago. I therefore hereby officially meke an
extension of your earlier fellowship in the extent of
six hundred dollars (§600).. .1 am enclosing & check for
$200 herswith, thinking that you muy need funds for
immediate work. We stand ready to make payment on the
remaining %400 «t 'ay time end in any way that will be
most ccnvenlent to you.

We all sgree that this is a most important
opportunity for an intimate study of race relations and
racial attitudes. We are very glad to have this smell part
in making the study possiule.

Very truly yours,

ERE:NL

Hr. ulf'-%?h_-—hm
Perry Yo «h. Hospital

Perry Foint, Maryland
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Julius Rosenwald Fund

To
M.\ Could Beech
i, e

VA Hospital

Perry Point, Naryland

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

Payment Voucher No. 5255

Date June 1, 1942

Finel payment on fellowship extension - - = 5400.00

Ck. #38618

Accounts

White Southern Fellowships

Appropriation No.

47-10A

Debit

$400.00

Credit

Prepared by Checked by
lom

Posted by

Comptroller
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VA Hospiteal
Perry Point, Md.
May 25, 1948

Dear Mr., Emhree:

I wag very happy to learn that the Fund has extended
my original fellowship, and that $600.00 is availsble to make it
possible for me to canplete whet I have started.

There is a growing interest in making it simpler for
me to work here. The ward clerk's office has been made available
to me at night, which simplifies the problem of using a typewriter
and having a quiet place to interview fellow patients. The doctor
assigned to this ward is a swell person end interested in the sub-
jeet of recial attitudes. Today a visiting consultant, a Dr. Conn,
of Baltimore, also expressed considerable interest in what I had
observed in the original entering werd. Some months ago they began
here a policy of non-segregation in the preliminary ward. Dr. Conn
asked that next week when he returns that we spend some time dis-
cussing the matter.

I immediately mede arrangements for a typist at home
to begin devoting full time during the coming month to transcribing
the recorded interviews I have collected.

While I would have gone ahead regardless, the money
therefore mekes everything much simpler. On Friday I em going back
to Washington to get the additional items I will need to make
recordings of group therapy sessions.

Since the full amount available from the Fund will be
needed during the caming month or six weeks--I plan to get a place
nearby and be with my family while writing--T would like to have
the remainder sent when convenient,

I am sorry that I will miss the final banquet, but feel
that now that I am well into thissinteresting opportunity it would
rot be a good idea to interrupt what I am doing. Please tell Helen
I do plan to write a general piece about what some of the various
Rosenwald Fund Fellows have contributed to social progress in the
South. I will be corresponding with her.

My regards to Dr. Will.
Sincerely,

Gould t:ch.



Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To Payment Voucher No. 5226
kr. | Gould ch
: Date Mey 24, 1948

¢/o ir., 8. R, Zubres =
el L OW SHI IPS

First payment on extension to fellowship « = = « -« = §200,00

Ck. #38588
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 47-104 $200.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by ‘
lem Comptroller




If the Fund cannot heandle
this on an emergency basigr.
perhaps you know someone who
will make me a loan.
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May 13, 1948
i}?i; }4f
WA

Mr. Edwin R. Embree |/ A
Dr. Will Alexander ;
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Mr. EdMbree and Dr. Will:

About a month ago friends of mine
developed an anxiety over the possibility
that I might be in danger of a breakdown
from over-work. Whether they were right--
or whether Dr. Schreiber was right in havirg
the same fear--I don't know. At any rate,

I decided to enter the VA hospital at Perry
Point, Md., for a rest--and a physical and
mental check-up. So far I haven't had much
check-up, and little or no diagnosis.

However, I have had the most intensely
interesting experience of my life. I have
dropped work completely, and haven't bothered
to do any letter writing--which explains my
failure to explain my absence at the last
meeting of the committee.

For ten days I was in the observation
ward at Perry Point, a routine procedure.
There I spept between a Negro and a Puerto
Rican. There were all types among the 78
men. Geniuses, imbeciles, ex-Marines and so
on. Not once during that time did I hear any
remarks of a racial prejudice nature! Some of
the men were completely well, cthers crawled
on the floor. Not once did I see a man select
a seat at mess--the standard army type--on a
racial basis. Cigarettes were given and received
freely--in fact everything was shared. Ve were



behind lock and key. We were led to meals, to

get a shave, to the chapel and so on. It was

as intimate an experience as human beings could
have in such a short time. Men told me of murders
they had committed and which were not known by the
authorities!

I have had unusual advantages as a layman
to learn psychiatric. In the Research Branch, with
Charles Dollard et al, I worked on psychomatic
scfeening tests for the army--conferred with Dr.
william C. Minninger and so on. In Alaska I conductec
a mass psychological study of troops in the Aleutians.
I am a ready listener.

After this 10 day period I was placed in what
is called an open ward. There I have had a Gray
Audograph dictating machine--one with small plastic
reoords. I have been making records of intimate
interviews w ith such men as--

The Negro who slept next to me;
Alcoholics of various types;

A tenant farm boy from North Carolina who
almost killed himself with over-work because of
concern about his four children--and a wife who
had sold his tractor and plough and been unfaithful
while he was in service;

A young physician;
A young Negro who was in Anna Lucasta
" And so on.

These interviews, by a simple editing process,
can be turned int® a book on the readjustment of
veterans. There will be inter-racial over=tones
throughout, of course. As you know, for most of the
American people the Puritan habit of burning "insane"
people still prevails to a large extent--in job
seeking, social relations and so oh. Yet many of

these men had no greater difficulty than hyper-insulin
ism, or extreme hay fever!



Now here is what I need--and immediatelyl
About $600.00 to be spent as follows:

(a) $149 for a Webster wire recorder to
record some shows I am helping put on. This might help
me to extend my stay.

(b) $120 for additional Gray Audograph
equipment in order to make recordings of group theraby
sessions in which some 20 or 30 men have an informal
session with a very good psychiatrist.

(c) $200100 for secretarial help in trans-
cribing the recordings.

(d) The balance for short vacation trips
with some of the recuperating patients.

I don't know how long I can hang around at
Perry Point. It may be only one more week, or ten
days at the most.

I would be glad to get the above amount as
a loan. The reason I ask for any help at all--in add-
ition to the urgency of taking advantage of this opport-
unity--is this: After a prolonged disagreement with
Aubrey I have resigned from the Southern Farmer. I
still own 223% of the common stock, but there is some
disagreement between us as to how soon I can sell it.
Meanwhile, I have no immediate resources, and have even
sold my automobile so that my wife and kids won't be
inconwenienced during this temporary period.

For this week-end I will be in Washington.
The money could be spent through the National Institute
for Social Relations (Dr. Julius Schreiber) if it is
not available to me individually. I am going to talk
to him tomorrow.

You can wire or phone me at Perry Point VA
Hospital, Perry Point, Md. Or contact me through
Dr. Schreiber through Sunday. I have only a one-night
guarantee at the Ebbitt Hotel here in Washington, and
dondt know where I811 get a room tomorrow night.

P.S. I am sure that as I Sincerely yours,
make progress I will have the _4¢2§ shave not takey

dooperation of the V4. But u¥d Beech ” 1 ¢ up officia:



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD

FIRM NAME ox SUBJECT rreLiLowsHIPS BEECH, GOULD M

FILE No.

oare. 12710742 |neisnxs Mr. Haygood asks him to suggest to Miss Mary Donnave

Brennen to apply again in 1943 for fellowship.

SEE  rriiowsnIps BRENNAN, MARY DONNAVE e

DATE

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN
PROPER DATE ORDER.

THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED
UNDER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER "'SEE"'

YAWMAN a0 FRBE MFG.0.
ROCHESTER, N. Y.
FORM NO. 099CR




December 1941 VICH

FELLOWSHIPS

GOULD BEECH
Saeys that the Teachers College at Troy, Alabama,
C. B. Smith, President, is the most alert school in the state.

Plan to visit it next year. L~

r?u%u?/,//.s‘* h




July 22, 1941

Dear Beechs Thank you for your good letter of

July 17. That is & fine lot of
papers you have been writing. The applied so-
ciology that you are now engaged in may be even
more importent than the academic courses that
you have been developing at Auburn. You have
been doing a grand piecs of work. We all take
much pride in having had & little part in your
preparation.

Very truly yours,

“ATTT ~ = o) ok vl
.OWIN K. EMEBREE

EREsHLU




ESTABLISHE.D 1828 MONTGOMERY, ALA.

R.F. HUDSON, THE ADVERTISER CO:
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER PROPRICETORS

FELLOWSHIPS
Thre Montgomery Adverfiser

EVERY MORNING DAILY AND SUNDAY
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July 17, 1941

Mr. Edwin R, Embree _ 1
Julius Resenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue ] ""L O%lU
Chicage, Illineils J M ww
Dear Mr., Embree:

pel (s

I still think the Fellowship Committee should have l/fqtg
subsidized me for another year of graduate work seo 1
that I could establish rural socioleogy courses and

social science research at Auvburn.

But as a second~best cholce I have returned to The
Advertiser to reenter the work for which the kFund
helped prepare me the first time, Ne successor is te
be appeinted as Editor to attempt to fill Grover C.
Hallts place. Dick Hudsen,mmn the publisher's son,
and m;self are jointly in charge of the editorial
page as Assocliate Editors,

I thought you might be interested in seeing some of
the things I've been writing, particdularly the one

about the vicious activities of the Julius Resenwald
Fund in the South, |

Please give my regard® to any of the staff who may
remember me, including the Simons when you next write
to them,

Sincerely yours,

ey

Gould Beech

Associlate Editor 1
P.S. The piece on Talmadge, "A Neighbor's Tragedy", was
picked up by The Atlanta Constitution, and later reprinted
en page 1 by two other papers in Georgia, /



A NEIGHBOR'S Tk,

One sure earmark of the dmuaxuo is an
itch to meddle with Institutions of higher
learning. Another s a tendency to arouse

ignoramuses against professors.

There is a type of hard - bitten, bigoted
Southerner who is suspicious of learning, of
sclentific research, and of colleges in gen-
eral. The demagogue delights in arousing
this fellow, creating a lot of excitement, and
thus distracting public attention from other
issues — including the shorteomings of the

demagogue,

Eugene Talmadge is playing this game,

The Georgia governor has been trying to
put on a show at the expense of the State
University System — and there are indica-
tions that patronage is at the bottom of his
effort.

It seems that an embittered former
teacher at the University of Georgia charged
that the dean of the school of education
there, Dr. Walter D. Cocking, had advocated
the establishment of a school in which both
Negroes and whites would be enrolled. De-
spite hearings and an investigation there
has been no other evidence to support the
charge.

But it was all that Talmadge was looking
for. Now this blatherskite is starting a drive
to run all of the “foreign” professors (those
who are natives of any state other than
Georgia) out of state colleges.

To the ignorant Georgian it is hot stuff
to say, “We have enough competent, edu-
cated Christian young teachers in Georgia
without jobs, who cannot get a place in a
college in another university system. ;I will
take this into consideration.”

“I ain’t saying what I'm going to do,”
says this great Georgian. “I'm going to look
them over and those who have been brag-
ging about the big salaries they could get
elsewhere, I'm going to help them get those
bigger salaries.”

And of course it's easy to get an audience
by dragging in the race issue. And it's con-
venient, too, since that issue beclouds all
others. “I'm not going to put up with so-
cial equality in this state as long as I'm gov-
ernor,” Talmadge says boldly. “They can’t
slip through no crack and they cain't crop
up in mo funds coming to this state. We
don’t need no Negroes and white people
taught together.”

A few years ago “The Man” Bilbo set out
on a crusade to put his own peanut-headed
followers in every position of responsibility
in Mississippi's colleges. It took a decade to
rebuild what had been torn down. |

Great teachers are rare. Whether they |
come from the South, the East, the North,
or the West does not make a great deal of
difference. The search for truth and the |
art of teaching know ng geographical
bounds. Unfortunately, teachers are not a
match for demagogues. They are not willing
to stoop to the wiles and tricks of appealing
b0 Ignorance and prejudice. Their appeal is
Lo the intelligence, to the open mind, tothe
enlightened point of view. Perhaps they
should be made of tougher stuff, but they
are not.

Alabama is not perfect. It has had good
governors and bad, but it has been this
tate’s great good fortune not to have been

addled with an Eﬁnorant guvemor. Nox has
t had 0 o pect le g, and

ealize to a degree at least that a people’s
mly salvation is in a public school system
/ased upon a constant search for truth.

Let her sister - Southern states weep for
feorgia! Let them all resolve that the day |
f the demagogues who afflict our region |
rom time to time will be ended shortly!




NO TIME FOR PREJUDICE

Negroes are being discriminated against
in defense industries.

This discrimination, as President Roose-
velt pointed out in his memorandum to the
OPM, is “entirely unrelated to efficiency and
productivity.” It is the result of unreason-
ing prejudice on the part of either work-
men or employers. It is not confined to any
one region, and is perhaps more systematic
and universal in the West Coast aircraft in-
dustry than in any other place.

Fundamentally the Negro has about as
great a stake in the fight between the New
Deal and the New Order as any other group.
The spectre of a Hitler-dominated world,
with repression and cruelty aimed at every
racial minority, falls heavily upon him.

The American Negro has demonstrated a
loyalty and a willingness to bear his share
in the responsibilities ahead. This time, as
23 years ago, selective service calls upon
him to serve in direct proportion to his
numbers.

There is small wonder that Negro leader-
ship has been concerned, and at times an-
gered, by systematic exclusion of members
of this race. This is an exclusion entirely
unrelated to questions of social relation-
ships. It is either economic, or is based on
the whimsies of color prejudice.

To turn away a skilled workman simply
because he is a Negro is a blow against the
cause for which all of us are fighting. In
the first place, our nation needs every ounce
of its productive energy; to sacrifice to any
degree the contribution that this one-tenth
of our population can make is foolish, We
need to maintain a healthy economic sys-
tem during this emergency, and this cannot
be done if the ravages of unemployment fall
disproportionately on a single population
group. Finally, and of importance to all of
us, the issue at stake and the issue which
all o_r us are being called upon to sacrifice
for, is the survival of democracy. Now, more
than ever before, we need to strive to be
unlike, rather than like, the sowers of
hatred and prejudice.

If some Negroes are to be called upon to
risk their life for $21 a month, simple jus-
tice requires that other Negroes be given an
opportunify to fill jobs building ships, guns
and planes. Ability, not color, must deter-
mine fitness to serve.




TOSSING OFF A MILLSTONE

As Alabama developed a public schoo
system it was as natural as it was unfor
tuniate that it should have adopted muct
of the method and objective of the privat
academies of an earlier day.

The old academies were designed to teach
men to think classically and to live grace-
fully. They never pretended to teach men
to work. As for method they believed that
the young mind which absorbed vast quan-
tities of Cicero and Homer and quantita-
tive analysis would be on the road to gen-
tility. .

Alabama is still not free from the
shackles of the old academies. Its cities
were first to succeed in producing high
schools comparable to the private schools.
Soon through the iniquitous system of “ac-
crediting,” every town was striving for the
same goal. In the hills of “high” Jackson,
the plantation country of Dallas, or the
truck farming country of South Baldwin—
every town lashed itself to a frenzy in an
effort to get a school that would be teach-
ing exactly the same thing and in exactly
the same manner as Phillips High School in
Birmingham, or Barton Academy in Mobile,
or Lanier in Montgomery.

As the old academies had been concerned
with preparing young men for colleges, so
the new public high schools of two and
three decades ago became preoccupled with
the same thing. They were not preparing
men and women to work, or for life, they
were preparing them for college.

People of influence were not interested
in having their children taught to work;
they either did not care or did not believe
it important that anybody’s children be
taught to work. This attitude still clings
in varying degree from community to com-
munity. In at least one Black Belt county
the board of education has never seen fit
to make arrangements for teaching of vo-
cational agriculture in the county’s one
white high school—despite the fact that it
is an agricultural county with no industries
whatsoever., Prior to the New Deal there
was only one-state-sponsored institution in
Alabama devoted to post-high school train-
ing in skills—the School of Trades at Gads-
den. Approximately 15,000 men and wom-
en were in colleges; about 350 were learning
craftsmanship.

We in the South have never looked upon
work with the proper respect. We have not
had any great admiration for skilled crafts-
manship. There is not a watch or tool fac-
tory within our region. It was natural, as
well as unfortunate, that our attitudes to-
ward work would be reflected in our edu-
cational system.

Some commendable progress has been
made. Most noteworthy is the effort of our
educators in the last eight years to adapt
education to the needs of the state and,
equally important, to the needs of the in-
dividual community.

While we have not been zealous in our
efforts to prepare men for industry during
times of peace, we are now working whole-
heartedly to prepare men for national de-
fense industries, The training program of
the NYA, the vocational division of the
State Department of Education, and our
colleges will produce skilled workmen in

large mumbers. These-trained workmen |
will be an asset long after the need for |

making implements of war is past.
~ Perhaps there will also be a lasting in-
fluence upon our educational system, Per-
haps, at last, we have accepted the fact
that education should prepare men and
women to work, as well as to think.




SOME FUN:

Alabamians probably have enough worries
this morning without having served up to
them the nauseating menu which Eugene
Talmadgé\'rras cooked up in Georgia.

On the slim testimony of a disgruntled
school marm who had been fired, Talmadge
attempted to oust Dean Walter C. Cocking
from the School of Education of tie Uni-
versity of Georgia.

A majority of the Board of Regents, in-
cluding several Talmadge appointees, balked
at following out the Governor’s orders.

But Talmadge did not quit; he was de-
termined as he put it, “to have some fun”
with the “foreigners’ teachings in Georgia
colleges. He has.

Two regents resigned at the Governor's
request.

Two henchmen who promised to do his
will, regardless of the evidence, were ap-
pointed.

There Is reason to believe that the com-
mission of a third regent, whose copy of his
appointment was dated to expire in 1947,
was changed at the Governor’s order to ex-
pire July 1, 1941, If the photostatic copies
printed by The Atlanta Constitution are
substantiated, this is a simple case of for-
gery.

A photographer signed an affidavit to the |
effect that an employe of the State of Geor-
gia offered him $50.00 to fake a photograph
of Dean Cocking in company with a group
of Negroes,

A Negro house-boy employed by Dean
Cocking says that he was offered $100.00 to
steal any records out of the home of the ac-
cused man that might bolster Talmadge's
case.

In this instance the state employe who
offered the bribe claimed to represent the
Ku Klux Klan: But the case was so foul
that the head of the Klan in Atlanta
promptly disavowed any interest in or con-
nection with the matter.

The Negro houseboy, at pistol point, final-
ly signed a paper which he had not read.

Thus is Georgia “saved” from the spectre
of “racial equality” which a single witness
charged against the accused Dean.

Thus does a Georgia governor follow in
the steps of the latter-day Tom Watson who
found that it was simple enough to keep a
following among the ignorant by appealing
to racial prejudice.

Thus has a Georgia governor adopted the
tactics of the Nazis who framed the Reichs-
bag fire, and many an innocent individual.

Thus has justice been mocked in a day
when the democratic processes throughout
the world have fallen under the shadow of
byranny.

Thus has the South been damned before
Lhe eyes of the civilized world.

Thus education, the region’s one great
hope, is again damaged by the thrust of the
demagogue’s dagger.

And that’s not all. The newspapers of
Georgia, the Governor says, cannot be
irusted to tell the truth because they will
10t stomach his tactics.

The Governor of Georgia has his own
1ewspaper (as did Huey Long, as has Hitler,
s has Goebbels, as has Streicher). And the
Fovernor’s paper is printed, by coincidente,
1\t the same plant which does printing for
he State, as well as publishing a group of
dapers which have a lion's share of State
wdvertising,

The pattern is a familiar one.

There might be some doubt about the
inalogy except for one clinching fact:

Talmadge has now announced that he is
eady to begin burning books looted from
he shelves of Georgia libraries.

Fortunately for the na tion, Talmadge,

yhile having the profile of an American
'uehrer, is a man of narrow capacity., His
grass roots” convention at Macon in ‘1936,
n which he callaborated with a choice col-
ection of American fascists, including the
ey, Gerald L. K. Smith (self - proclaimed
eir of Huey Long), was a dismal flop.

Talmadge has saved his own face. May
he people of Georgia who have been left in
hame soon find a way to recapture the |
onor of that great State. |

i |
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FOULING A GOOD NAME

This week in Georgia vicious and depraved
.men have been spitting upon the name of
Rosenwg ..

Thae late Julius Rosenwald knew that the
income of the South was too low to enable
it to support an adequate educational sys-
tem. He saw, during his life-time, that there
was too little to provide adequately for
teachers and school buildings for the white
population; he saw, as every Southerner
with eyes has seen, that there was even less
available for Negro children.

There are few decent white people in the
rural South today who have not been called
upon at one time or another to help build
a “Rosenwald school.” The Fund’s school-
building program was a private predecessor
of the WPA under which gifts were matched
by contributions from counties, from whites,
from Negroes.

Fifteen or 20 years ago the spirit to build
a Rosenwald Fund school would hit a sec-

tion and develop boundless enthusiasm and

pride. Because the need was greater for
Negro facilities, a larger portion of Rosen-
wald Fund monies have gone for that pur-
pose. But hundreds of white schools and
colleges have been beneficiaries, too.

Julius Rosenwald also believed that the
finer tradition of the South, among both
whites and Megroes, called for tolerance and
understanding. Some of his legacy has been
devoted to agencies and institutions which
have as their purpose the fostering of Chris-
tian understanding between the South’s
racial groups. Rosenwald believed that if
decent white people and decent Negroes
talked over their common problems and
common objectives, good would result.

For the most part the original endowment
of $30,000,000 left by Rosenwald has been
expended for education and health work in
the South.

Since 1935, $325,000 has been distributed
to Georgia colleges by the Rosenwald Fund.
Of this amount $138,000 was given to the
Fort Valley State College for Negroes, the
remaining $187,000 was distributed to three
white state institutions.

Because he formerly was director of the
Rosenwald Fund'’s rural education program,
J. Curtis Dixon, Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Georgia System, has been fired.
To Eugene Talmadge, Dixon’s former asso-
ciation with this devilish enterprise consti-
tuted evidence per se that Dixon favored
“racial equality.”

In his pogrom Talmadge has had the sup-
port of only a few yes-men who hope to
profit from the orgy of ignorance now un-
der way. A heartening example of how some
Georgians are reacting is the offer of jobs
in the educational system of Brooks County,
Georgia, to two of the men who have been
fired.

There will be monuments to Julius Ros-
enwald in Georgia long after the name of
Talmadge has been forgotten.
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Security On The Farm

Several weeks ago complaints were voiced
at a Farm Bureau meeting in Marion
County against what was termed *“labor
snatching” by the I'arm Security Adminis-
tration.

It was a news item on this incident, as
reported by The Marion Times-Standard,
which led to one of the most heated argu-
ments in the Alabama press for at least
two moons.

It was an outgrowth of the debate that
The Advertiser chose to catalogue itself
along with a group of newspapers bracketed
by The Greensboro Watchman as “Eastern
liberals. .. .latter-day Radicals,...Carpet-
baggers.”

The debate wandered into issues unre-
lated in the Perry County issue. Butitisnot
too late to review the situation there, since
the issue involved is one that gets to the
heart of some basic Alabama problems.

To what extent Perry County landlords

are opposed to the FSA, or on exactly what
basis, is still not known. To date there has
" been no formal statement of complaints,
either by the Farm Bureau there or by any
individual farmer, so far as The Advertiser
knows. Nor has there been any clear-cut
i public statement in opposition to the Farm
i Security Administration’s program.
' But this absence of outspoken opposition
! is misleading. In the background there is
opposition; there is misunderstanding of
both the objectives and the methods of the
FSA. It is a mistake on the part of those
who have objections to the FSA not to
publiely state their objections. If the land-
lords of Perry County, or any other county,
have any complaints against the work of
the FSA, they should draw up in 1, 2, 3 or-
der the exact reasons for their views in
order that there might be full discussion
of the real issues.

Alabama is and has been agriculturally
sick. We take The Greensboro Watchman's
description of the symptoms of this sick-
ness:- “We have had three straight crop
failures in this section. The land-owners,
scores of them, have borrowed up to the
hilt on their property; they have raked and
scraped every available cent to keep them-
selves and their families alive, as well as
feed the negro tenants on their farms.
They have sold off their cattle; they have
A hounded the banks. There has been no
?star\ratiun, but at times there has been a

condition close to it.”

- The harsh, indisputable fact-is that at
least 75 per cent of Alabama’s farm families
are worse off economically and socially
than their grandfathers were. Those who
would doubt this fact can choose any basis
they wish to argue on: Tand-ownership;
housing, diet, health, recreation, support of
churches—any measure of standard of liv-
ing that can be catalogued.

Of the land in cultivation in Alabama,
less than one acre out of every five is owned
by the men who do the plowing!

How Thomas Jefferson would weep at
such a spectacle! It was Jefferson who saw
in the “small farmer tilling his own soil”
the “one certain bulwark of a democracy.”

What about Perry County?

In the five-year period from 1935 to 1940,
there were 540 families who were eliminated
from agriculture for one reason or.another
| in that county. These were families who
| were “snatched” neither by landlords in

need of labor, nor the FSA.

Prior to the 1940-41 crop year, 19 farmers
| in Perry County had been loaned money to
'. buy farms. This year under the provisions

of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Pur-

chase Act, 28 landless farmers will have an

opportunity to purchase land. A total of 47

new farm owners out of 3,781 farm ten-
i ants in the county! And that took four
| years!

| How much injury has been done the

landowners in Perry County by this phase
| of the FSA program?

Well, landowners sold these 41 farms—
| and at prices mutually agreed on. Prob-
‘ ably one-fourth of the total tenants bought

other private enterprises. That, too, is a
part of the system under which we live.
The only systems under which men are
forced to remain in the employ of a par-
ticular individual are slavery, peonage, and
the various modern forms of fascism.

In Alabama 40 per cent of all the tenant
families in the State, roughly 75,000, move
each year. This vast army moves along
our highways in search of new farms, either
because of the hope of finding greener pas-
tures, or because landlords had hoped to
find better tenants. '

THIS 75,000 FAMILIES IS MORE THAN
THE FSA COULD PURCHASE FARMS FOR
IN 100 YEARS AT THE PRESENT RATE!

The old system of cotton tenancy in Ala-
bama, under which more than a third of
the tenant {families moved every year
whether cotton was worth five cents or 30
cents has collapsed. It’s dead whether those
who are a part of it are aware of the fact
or not. It's dead for two reasons:

1. The “furnishing” merchant, or the
landlord able to furnish his tenants, is gone.
He's busted. He’s out of business. He's
gone with the wind.

2. The haphazard, year-to-year relation-
ship of cotton tenancy will not fit modern
agriculture. A year-to-year relationship
will not conserve land, build terraces, grow
hogs and cattle, develop dairying, run
fences.

The FSA developed to fill the gap left by
the vanishing credit merchant, and to do
a lot of other jobs. It operates on the
theory that a farm family can be re-
habilitated cheaper than it can be kept on
relief.

A large portion of Alabama's rural popu-
lation is sick—and sickness is often mistak-
en for laziness. Figures released by the
State Health Department about two years
ago showed that in at least one rural
county 7 out of every 10 children had hook-
worm. No amount of education will make
intelligent, productive human beings of
these children unless they are freed of dis-
ease, And so sickness is one of the prob-

THE MONTGOMEF

lems the FSA has tackled.

The FSA is a combined lending, social
welfare, and educational agency.
money, probably noft more than $250.00 a :
year on an average, to more than 30,000
Alabama farm families who, under the law,
must be in such financial condition that
they are not able to borrow money from
any other source. - - — -

This group of farm families, as distin-
guished from the small group who are
helped to buy homes, continue as land
renters. The FSA tries to help them get
ferme—on-a five-year rental hasiz in nrder
that a sensible farm plan may be developed.

The FSA has done a great many unusual
things. Like any experiment, it has made
many mistakes. (Dr. Ehlerich “wasted” ;
605 costly, time-consuming experiments be-
fore he developed “606” as a cure for
syphilis.)

The FSA has sponsored cooperatives of
varlous types—cooperatives to make pos-
sible the purchase of such equipment as
syrup mills, combines, and feed grinders,
or purebred bulls, or jacks. It has spon-
sored cooperative medical associations un-
der which ordinary medical service is
available for the first time to a large sec-
tion of the population on a sound basis. It
has developed planned communities, some
of which have been disappointing, others
of which are pointing to new directions for
Southern agriculture. It has encouraged
some 20 or 25 thousand families to pur-
chase pressure cookers, and loaned them
money with which to buy them. In in-
stances where a farmer has lot a crop, or a
leg, the FSA has made grants—a handout,
that is—in order that the farmer not be-
come a complete casualty or burden on the
publlc.b

The FSA has loaned money at a very low
rate of interest to its clients. Twenty to
40 per cent interest rates were a damnable
millstone uppn those who had to pay them,

It lends
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F‘Securlty Administration’s program.

But this absence of outspoken opposition
is misleading. In the background there is
opposition; there is misunderstanding of
both the objectives and the methods of the
FSA. It is a mistake on the part of those
who have objections to the FSA not to
publicly state their objections. If the land-
lords of Perry County, or any other county,
have any complaints against the work of
the FSA, they should draw up in 1, 2, 3 or-
der the exact reasons for their views in
order that there might be full discussion
of the real issues.

Alabama is and has been agriculturally
sick. We take The Greensboro Watchman’s
description of the symptoms of this sick-
ness:- “We have had three straight crop
failures in this section. The land-owners,
scores of them, have borrowed up to the
hilt on their property; they have raked and
scraped every available cent to keep them-
selves and their families alive, as well as
feed the negro tenants on their farms.
They have sold off their cattle; they have
hounded the banks. There has been no
starvation, but at times there has been a
condition close to it.”

- The harsh, indisputable faet is that at
least 75 per cent of Alabama’s farm families
are worse off economically and socially
than their grandfathers were. Those who
would doubt this fact can choose any basis
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agriculture. A year-to-year relationship
will not conserve land, build terraces, grow
hogs and cattle, develop dairying, run
fences.

The FSA developed to fill the gap left by
the vanishing credit merchant, and to do
a lot of other jobs, It operates on the
theory that a farm family can be re-
habilitated’ cheaper than it can be kept on
relief.

A large portion of Alabama’s rural popu-
lation is sick—and sickness is often mistak-
en for laziness. Figures released by the
State Health Department about two years
ago showed that in at least one rural
county 7 out of every 10 children had hook-
worm. No amount of education will make
intelligent, productive human beings of
these children unless they are freed of dis-
ease. And so sickness is one of the prob-
lems the FSA has tackled.

The FSA is a combined lending, social
welfare, and educational agency. It lends
money, probably not more than $250.00 a
year on an average, to more than 30,000
Alabama farm families who, under the law,
must be in such financial condition that
they are not able m borrow money from
any other source. -

This group of fa.rm Iamilles, as distin-

guished from the small group who are
helped to buy homes, continue as land
renters. The FSA tries to help them get

they wish to argue on: land ownership;+ferme—en-a five-year rental bhasis'in order

housing, diet, health, recreation, support of
churches—any measure of standard of liv-
ing that can be catalogued.

Of the land in cultivation in Alabama,
less than one acre out of every five is owned
by the men who do the plowing!

How Thomas Jefferson would weep at
such a spectacle! It was Jefferson who saw
in the “small farmer tilling his own soil”
the “one certain bulwark of a democracy.”

What about Perry County?

In the five-year period from 1935 to 1940,
there were 540 families who were eliminated
from agriculture for one reason or.another
in that county. These were families who
were “snatched” neither by landlords in
need of labor, nor the FSA.

Prior to the 1940-41 crop year, 19 farmers
in Perry County had been loaned money to
buy farms. This year under the provisions
of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Pur-
chase Act, 28 landless farmers will have an
opportunity to purchase land. A total of 47
new farm owners out of 3,781 farm ten-
ants in the county! And that took four
years!

How much injury has been done the
landowners in Perry County by this phase
of the FSA program?

Well, landowners sold these 41 farms—
and at prices mutually agreed on. Prob-
ably one-fourth of the total tenants bought
lands they were already farming, so as far
as these were concerned the landlord “lost”
both his land and his ten#nts.

For the 28 farms available this year, the
FSA had 140 applications from tenants, The
Advertiser is informed.

Montgomery real estate operators have
lost a great many tenants, too. The hous-
ing projects, the FHA home-building pro-
gram, the HOLC—these have taken renters
from private property owners. The total is
far greater, relatively, than the number of
tenants “snatched” by the FSA.

There have been complaints, although
The Advertiser recalls no effective local
complaints. It is generally recognized that
if is in the public interest for people in
cities to own homes if possible, to have de-
cent homes to rent if they remain renters.

Attitudes and patterns of living have not
changed a great deal in the South’s rural
Black Belt. It is true, as The Watchman
contends, that landlords will go in debt to
“furnish” tenants. It is equally true that
there are business enterprises scattered all
over Alabama today which are on the verge
of bankruptey, and which yet pay their
employes on Saturday nights. Paying
hired labor is not a sign of martyrdom, nor
even philanthropy. It is part of the capi-
talistic economy under which we live.

In recent weeks the government has
hired several Advertiser employés. Busi-
nesses throughout the State have lost men
who accepted government jobs, or jobs with

that a sensible farm plan may be developed.

The FSA has done a great many unusual
things. Like any experiment, it has made
many mistakes. (Dr. Ehlerich “wasted”
605 costly, time-consuming experiments be-
fore he developed “606” as a cure for
syphilis.)

The FSA has sponsored cooperatives of
various types—cooperatives to make pos-
sible the purchase of such equipment as
syrup mills, combines, and feed grinders,
or purebred bulls, or jacks. It has spon-
sored cooperative medical associations un-
der which ordinary medical service is
available for the first time to a large sec-
tion of the population on a sound basis. It
has developed planned communities, some
of which have been disappointing, others
of which are pointing to new directions for
Southern agriculture. It has encouraged
some 20 or 25 thousand families to pur-
chase pressure cookers, and loaned them
money with which to buy them. In in-
stances where a farmer has lof a crop, or a
leg, the FSA has made grants—a handout,
that is—in order that the farmer not be-
come a complete casualty or burden on the
public.

The FSA has loaned money at a very low
rate of interest to its clients. Twenty to
40 per cent interest rates were a damnable
millstone upon those who had to pay them.
Those who were providing this type of
credit could not have charged less—as the
experience of the FSA has proved. If any
other proof were needed, there is the rec-

ord of bankruptey which has characterized.
the furnishing merchant business for thg

last ten years.

The FSA is one of several agencies which
are subsidizing American agriculture in an
attempt to keep it alive. It is endeavoring
to find adjustments to problems which go
back beyond the ’thirties, back to the be-
ginning of agriculture in this nation.

This job is not intended to injure any
individual, or group of individuals. It is
designed to help a particular group of hu-
man beings. In the process other human
beings may be inconvenienced slightly. The
landowners of Perry County, if they do
have the interest in the tenant population
they claim, will not allow an inconvenience
to interfere with the salvaging of human
beings.

GROWING FENCE POSTS

An interesting and, it seems to us, a construc-
tive suggestion is contained in a letter from J.
Lawrence McCord, of Atlanta, published in the
Republic of Letiers column.

Mr. McCord believes that the planting of slash
pine trees along Georgia's roads and highways
would in time furnish cattlemen with Inex-
pensive posts for fences to keep the cattle off
the highway. This plan has been tried out by
MeCord Brothers on their farms in Butts County
and the trees planted’ five years ago are now
large enough fo support strings of barbed wire,
Not only will the trees thus planted serve a
useful purpose in the future but while growing
they will beautify thé highways. We commend
Mr. McCord’s letter to the attention of our
readers,—Atlanta Journal,

-
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Charge to the account of.
F SERVICE DESIRED L
1C CABLE \ I‘-.is‘: ‘:.,ﬁ ' —P?@S
LATLEGRAM ORDINARY F WAAE &l
DAY GRGENT
LETIER RATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION
SERIAL DEFERRED
RIGHT NIGHT,
LETTER terren | |
SPECIAL P
desired, otherwise the mesmge will b L
transmitied asa telegram or R. B, WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER
Y ordinary eablegras. 'g PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT QEBERRA T S
Send the following message, subject lo the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

April 9,1941

r. Gould M, Beech
EIEEaﬁ!‘?ﬂ!&tﬂ!ﬂu&u-iuuurtute

Auburn, Alabama
Sorry to inform ybu the Committee found it impossible to

grant your request.
Gemrge . Reynolds

Rosenwald Fund MLU
4501 Ellis Drex 7100
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Alabama FPolptechnic Institute
Auburn, Alabama

April 7, 1941

| g luf ],

Mr. George Reynolds ! y/“j—-—u..
Director of Fellowships N 7, 4
Julius Rosenwald Fund [ ] ziié;_4l_m
4901 Ellis Avenue S

Chicago, Ill. { i *“‘**~1————1_____
Dear Mr. Reynolds: e — e )

I am considering two or three opportunities for jobs

and would like to be able to make some definite com-
mitment in the very near future. If it is in keeping
with the policy of the Fellowship Committes will you
please wire me at my expense as soon asg the final de-
cisions of the Fellowship Committee are made regard-
less of whether or not my application was accepted,

This favor will be 2 big help to me in making my plans,
I will appreciate this accommodation,

Yours very truly,

ol .

Gould 1., Beech
ST AT
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Alabama JPoluterhnic Institute
Auburn, Alubama
®fFfice of the President

January 13, 1941

ur, George M. Reynolds, Director for Fellowships
Julius Hosenwald Fund

4901 +11is Avenue

Chicago, Illinois

My dear Ur. Reynolds:

e are today mailing under separate cover
our confidential reports on lMr. Gould Beegh and Mr. Jack larl
Kendrick, candidates for fellowships.

Since I remember very pleasantly meeting
you at the Lonference of Southern Graduate Ueans in iemphis in
the fall, and the very interesting discussion that we had, I
am taking the liberty of writing you a personzl letter concern-
ing these young men.

Mr. Kendrick is a very fine teacher and a 3
man with distinct possibilities. In writing our recommendations
we have indicated the need at this institution of taking our good
young men and building them up for wider service here. e believe
that this is the soundest policy which we can pursue in the light
of our financial limitations. We would, therefore, like to tell
you personally that kr. Kendrick is one of the more promising
young teachers in ouwr institution and that we s¢ recommend him
to you.

Mr. Gould Beech is another young man of broad
vision and great possibilities. I think that he has outlined a
study that may point the way whereby we may make the work of this
institution among the people of this state more effective. I know
both of these youngsters personally and have worked with them
erough to have an intimate knowledze of their character and ability.
L recommend Yr. Beech to vou just as highly as 1 have recommended
“r. Kendrick. Mr. beech has done an excellert job as editorial
writer for the Birmincham News and the Montgomery Advertiser. He
has had broad experience with our Extension Service in agricultural
Journalism, attacking the very problem of how to take the findings

T — A




Alabama Polptechnic Institute
Auburen, Alabama
®Ffice of the President

Dr. George M. Reynolds

1/13/41
Dy 2

of scientific research and convert them into the language of the
man on the farm. &t present he is teaching Journalism here in the
place of a man who is on leave for further graduate study. His

real field of interest, however, is thal of practical sociology.

e are interested in combining the work of our agricultural eccnomics
research staff and our department of economics and sociology, of our
School of Science and Literature, into cne coordinated programn of
research and teaching in which more emphasis may be placed on meet—
ing the actual needs of the people of Alabama. We think that

lir. Beech would fit well into a department of this kind and that

his findings, if his research is at all successful, would be most
useful to us.

With best wishes, I am

S8incerely vours,

TE?/S.%»—-?

R. B. Draughon
Executive Secretary

RED: PH
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December 9, 1940

Dear Er. Beech: In response to your note of the

S5th I an sending you a set of
application blanks. We have found it advisable
to ask Rosenwald Fund Fellows to file completely
new applications if a perlod of years has elapsed
since their fellowships were awarded. Will you,
therefore, please supply all of the material re-
quested in the blank?

The dead line in your case will
have to be Jamary 5. The February 15 date applies
only to those who are now working under a Fund grant.

Very truly yours,
GMRHILD ('\.'-'_"h-ﬁ.ﬁ’f F.?. TTZ‘:"'T:’_TT_?.)C::

Mr
x 136
Auburn, Alabama



Z Auburn, Ala,
S Dec, ©, 1940

Fellowship Committee
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Sirs:

Please send me application blanks and information
on the 1941 series of fellowships available for
white Southernesrs,

I would like to know also whether the date for
submitting applications is the same for both
new applicants and for persons who have held
fellowships previously.

Yours truly,

m«-féf)ﬂaaf/(,
b



Edwin R. Embree
President

Will W. Alexander
Vice-President
William C. Haygood
Secretary

Dorothy A, Elvidge
Comptroller

FELLOWSHIPS

Julius Rosenwald Fund S L
4901 Ellis Avenue Director for Negro Health
CHICAGO. George M. Reynolds

E Director for Fellowships

‘ GMR 2:’_. W}[ ) ! Fred G. Wale

y Associate for Rural Education
e — g

Octoben 25, 1940

Dear Mr. Beech: One further questién regard-

ing your present post: are
you devoting full time to your teaching schedule,
or are you also continuing in the post as exten-
sion editor? A note at the bottom of the page
will give me all the information I need.

Very truly yours,

Secretary to Mr. Reynoldz

Mr. _Gould M. Beech
msm titute
Box 136

Auburn, Alsbama

I am devoting full time to teaching, but
am attempting to devote some time to inde-

pendent article writing.




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue

Edwin R. Embree NEGRO HEALTH

President Director

Margaret S.Simon CHICAGO M.0.Bousfield,M.D.
Secretary 9 f:;/* N Consultants
D.A.Elvidge T/l @ Franklin C.McLean, M.D.
Comptroller September 25’ 1940 ¥ Clifford E.Waller, M.D.,U.S.P.H.S.
Dear Mr. Beech: Our trustees have a continuing interest in the

work and progress of those who have held
Rosenwald Fund fellowships, and we are now in the process of prepar-
ing a report for the fall meeting. We will greatly appreciaste your
bringing us up to date on your career since you were awarded a fellow--
ship, and to expedite your furnishing this information we have listed
several questions at the bottom of the page. Will you please answer
these and return this sheet to us at your earliest convenience?

If there has been no change in your status since
you gave us information last fall, simply write "no change" at the
bottom of the sheet and return it to us in the enclosed envelope.

Mr. Gould My-Reeahummses:. Very truly yours,
ATabama Extension Service -
Box 136 . ol it Al

Auburn, Alabama Director for FellowShips

Present position: Instructor in English (journalism), Alabama
Polytechnic Institute, Auburn, Ala,

Address: Box 136, Auburn, #la,

Have you received a promotion or a salary increase since your fellow-
ship was awarded? Yes,

Degrees received during and since your award, with dates: None.

Publications, if any: Education of a Minority, article in
October, 1939, issue of Survey Graphic.

opecial honors or activities:

General remarks: Whatever degree of effectiveness I may mmhmm
achieve in improving human welfare in the South will be
due in large measure to the period of study made possibde
by a Rosenwald Fund fellowship.



February 5, 1940

Deer Gould: Thank you ever so much for your

good letter with all the dope
about the Tuskegee project. I do hope that they
will straighten it out. It seems to us too that
Roberts is one of the better people, and it would
be & shame to have him get licked after he has
tried so hard and done so much., I can't think
of & thing more that you could do except pray.

Very truly yours,

BSS: MK MARGARET S. SIMON

Mr. Gould ¥. Beech
Box 138
Auburn, Alsbama
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Mr, Edwin R. Embree

President ;
Julius Rosenwald Fund :
4901 Ellis Avenue f’ff
Chicago, Ill. &

Dear Mr. Enbree:

I can appreciate your point--about the vacancy. It
was, however, better to have been considered and
eliminated than not to have been considered at all.

Age is the ore qualification which we can all look
forward to overcoming in the natural course of events.,
Twent y-six and "going on 27", I have been confronted
with the problem of age before and hence am not dis-
appoint ed.

It is possible, even probable, that the decision was

not only best for the Fund but best for me. For the
immedia te future it would have meant taking up a work
which 1s more vital and stimulating than the tasks which
now occupy my time. Looking beyond, however, 1 can see
that my present path may eventually lead to more effective
outlets for whatever ability I wmay have,

Please think of me if there is any writing to be dore
in this area. While I have not seen my copy of the
FSA manuscript for some time, it occurs to me that it
might be worthwhile for me t o check over it and see
whether some of the material could be adapted for use
in magazine article form. If such is the case I will
ask for your counsel if I discover any specific part
that shows promise.

Thanks again for the most pleasant visit to Chicago.

Sincerely,

7m(’ Roces,
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Januzry 16, 1940

Dear Mr. Beech: Thank you for your good letter which I
have delayed answering until the dust
of the holiday festivities getiled a little. It was a
pleasure to have the days with you and to talk with you
about your work and the plans and proposals of the Fund.

As to the post itself, we have been
talking to a number of possible candidates. While we are a
long way yet from an appointment, we have reached a general
agreement that we shall probably want a somewhat older man.
e need a good deal of maturity in the central office. And
the several divisions, any one of which the junior execu-
tive officer may be asked to take over temporarily in the
absence of the chief, call for abilities which usually
come only with long experience. My natursl inclinations
are for youth and enthusiasm. But after studying this
particular situation pretty carefully I am afraid I am
going to have to side with the elders.

I am glad that this question gave us
a chance to become betier ascquainted. We shall think of
you as one who is pushing the causes in which we are in-
terested, whether you are officially associated with us or
not. And I hope our acquaintance and our contacts may
increase and multiply as the years go on.

Very truly yours,

ERE:JW Py B, Fusares

dr, Gould ¥. Beech
Box 136
Auburn, Alabama
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A belated thanks for your maﬁy kindnesses while I was in
Chicago. It was nice being with you both.

When you are in Alabama again do plan to stop in Auburn
and let's visit the Holtville school which is located
about twenty-five miles from here. Further inquiry con-
vinces me that it is the most significant spot in the
state. Apparently it has &m blossomed without outside
stimulation into the type of school the community needs.
There is a strong emphasis upon cooperative effort, the
school owns a linotype machine and puts out its own

paper, it has sponsored a cooperative community refrigera-
tor and has a course in beauty culture.

I have had a long talk with Roberts about the Soil Con-
servation project near Tuskegee. He is more optimistic.

In the near future a committee of big-wigs from Washing-
ton is coming down to survey the situation. He gives credit
for this move to the pressure put on Washington by the

Fund and others. He reports better cooperation from the
Tuskegee officials.

From what I can gather these are the factors that have
caused trouble:

1. The nature of the project. It seems that there is a
conflict in ideology. The old-line policy-makers are
not interested in the human factors in land-use. More-
over, the project is a stepchild of the S.C.S., having
come to it through the devious route of Resettlement to
FSA to Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The project is
not alone in this category, being one of a number that
have gone the same route.

2. The race issue. This has resulted in an apathetic
attitude on the part of some persons who might have given
assistance. However, one of the original sponsors of the
project, according to Roberts, was L. N. Duncan, president
of Auburn.

3. The past attitude of Tuskegee Institute. There appears
to be more enthusiasm on the part of Institute officials
and the Negro officials of k@ other agricultural agencies.
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4. Decrease in the funds available for this type of work.
This m would not account for as severe a cut in allotment
as the project suffered, but has made its situation more
difficult.

5. Roberts is one of the ablest and most vigorous men in
his field. His determination and vision have been and
will be major factors in whatever success the project
enjoys. At the same time his courage and aggressiveness
have been handicaps. Regardless of his color, he would
have had the same problem--~federal bureaus do not en-
courage these qualities in any man.

. Neither from him nor from other conversations have I seen
| .| J~any'evidences of racial opposition from here at Auburn.
A If there is any trouble on this point, it is one of apathy
'1- . and is apparently in the same category as the apathy which
has prevailed in k the past at Tuskegee.

Whether there is anything that can be done before the com-
mittee from Washington comes, I do not know. I did under-
stand that if Washington officials can be convinced, the
prospects are that the project will go forward to com-
« spletion.
m)l, If you think of anything else that I might do, please
/ let me know. And don't forget your promise to stop by
/// here. As you know Auburn, Tuskegee and the Holtville
school are kX within a half hour's drive of each other.
Mary and I want you to stay with us when you are in
these parts.

Sincerely,

TV B e
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Mr. Edwin X, Embree, Presidentj‘:s
Julius “osenwald Fund |
4901 E11is Avenue

Chieago, Ill. . !

Dear Mr. Embree:

A ten-day siege of Chicago flu, the necessity of doing a
month's work in two weeks, and Christmas made it impossible
for me to colleet my thoughts and write the kind of letter I
wanted to write before now.

The opportunity to spend some time with you and members
of the staff at the headquarters of the Fund was one that I
had looked forward to for a long time. My sincere thanks for
making it possible.

I am definitely interested in the vacancy, amnd if my quali-
fications justify would like to be kept on the list of prospects.
If agreeable with you I will be able to give a definite answer
for my part by the end of January. Meanwhile it seems proper
to give you some additional information about myself.

I am familiar with the objectives and methods of the Fund
and, to a degree, with its history. My interest in its work
preceded my fellowship. As one of its beneficiaries I already
have a feeling of loyalty to it as an institution and to its
objectives.

Since the Fund's work among Negroes occupies such an impor-
tant part of the whole program, it is probably in order to go
more into detail on this point. I have been keenly sensitive
to the relationship between Negroes and whites in the South,
having family ties in a typical Blackbelt county and having
lived in various types of Southern communities. I think that I
am aware of the folkways; I hope that I have been freed of blind
conformance with them.
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For five years I read a large number of Southern newspapers
continuously and am familiar with most of them of any consequence,
in addition to having many personal contacts among newspaper men.
There should be an advantage in having a member of the staff
handle newspaper releases directly. It is difficult for an out-
sider to get the "feel™ of his subject when handling publicity;
it is also difficult for insiders who have not had mewspaper
experience to recognize all of the opportunities for stories.

I know that the Fund is not seeking publicity on a volume basis,
but a sound program of information about its work and the needs

it is seeking to fill is desirable -~ in my opinion. I am familiar
with the techniques involved in handling newspaper releases. For
example, the matter of knowing the regional filing points of the
AP and UP in releasing fellowship announcements. Also, knowing
the papers vhich have Sunday magazine sections which would be

apt to carry lengthy feature stories on the Fund's program.

As I said before, I have been an interested spectator of the
educational machinery in the South. Through my connection in
Troy, in an informal way at the Southern regional workshop sponsor-
ed by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools
at Chapel Hill the past summer, and through personal contacts
with educational leaders and teachers I have had opportunities for
firsthand study.

In addition to working in Montgomery, Birmingham, Troy, and
here at “uburn, I have lived for a time at Tuscaloosa, in Paldwin
County on the Gulf coast, in Greene County in the Blackbelt, in
Jackson County in North Alabama, and in Anniston, a small indus-
trial towvm. Moving around as I have has made it possible for me
to become acquainted with most of the types of persons to be
found in the South.

For your information I am including the names of the following
persons under whom I have worked or with whom I have had sufficient
contacts for them to qualify as references:

Harry M. Ayers, publishers, The Apniston Star, Anniston, Ala.

Grover C. Hall, editor, The Montgomery Advertiser.

James E. “happell, president, The Birmingham News-Age-Herald
Company.

A. H, Collins, State Superintendent of Education, Montgomery,
Ala.,
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Mildred R, Mell, Agnes Scott College, Atlanta, Ga.
(Rosenwald Fellow at “hapel Hill the same year I was there)

Lister Hill, U.S. Senator.

Hugo Black, Justice, U.S. Supreme Court.

Howard W, Ydum, Chapel Hill.

Rupert Yance, Chapel Hill.

T. M. Campbell, Extension Service, Tuskegee Institute.

F. D. Patterson, Tuskegee Imstitute.

C. B, Smith, President, “tate Leachers College, Troy, Ala.
John Temple Graves, II, The Birmingham #ge-Hersld.

Richard C. foster, President, University of Alabama, Tusca-
loosa, Ala.

I have not and will not discuss the matter with any of the
gbove believing that you have, or have sccess to, sufficient
information about me to arrive at a decision without being
influenced by recommendaticns solicited by me.

In the event I did establish a connection with the Fund I
would undertake the work with enthusiesm. I can assure you that
as its representative I would understznd the necessity of not
being influenced by prior comnecticns vith persons or institu-
tions in meking recommendations.

I did not ask what salary the position paid in our previous
conversation, believing that the amount would be sufficient to
maintain a standard of living expected of a representative of the
Fund. However, if you feel that it would be proper I would like
to know the amount the position carries.

One of the primary concerns is the prospect of lengthy sepa-
rations which 1 mentioned. Should our income permit Mary and I
to travel together a part of the time it would be a considerable
incentive. Lest you be apprehensive over the possibility that
my work would be hampered by having her with me I would say that,
on the contrary, my effectiveness is increased. She has had
stenographic experience and when with me would make it possible to
write more and to write while impressions in the field were still
vivid. Furthermore, she shares my interests and enthusiasms.
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Regardless of the outcome of the search for the proper
person to fill the vacancy, I am looking forward to the oppor-
tunity to do some of the writing we discussed. It also occurred
to me that Mr. Reynolds might like for me to check on some of
the fellowship applicants from this area from time to time.

I thank you for both your personal and official interest and
hospitality, and for the expressicn of confidence which led to
your considering me for the vacancy.

Sincerely,

(/?Mﬂ Freeek
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November 28, 1939

abama Extension Service

Alabama Polytechnic Institute
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VARIOUS PHASES OF FUND PROGRAMS? DECEMBER 18 to 20 MOST
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CELLOWSHIPS

VICTOR H.HANSON JAMES E.CHAPP JOHN C.CLARK,
CHAIRMAMN OF THE BOARD PRESIDENT SEC.ETRALAS,

THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS CO,,
PROPRIETORS

The Birmingham News
THE BIRMINGHAM AGE-HERALD

THE SouTH's GReATEST NEwSPAPERS

EVENING - MORNING - SUNDAY B'RMlNGHAM.ALA.
April l, 1939

Mr, George Reynolds

Director of Fellowships
Julius Hosenwald Fund ,
4901 Ellis Avenue %
Chicago, Ill. ¢ J i g

Dear Mr., Reynolds:

When I received a request for a _report of my activities
someé months ago, I was in the h@gfﬁfﬁf'at Tuscaloosa, 4la.,
where I had gone for an appendicitis operation. At that
time I understood that the purpose for which the report
was to be used was a meeting which would have taken place
some weeks before my recuperation. I had previously made
a preliminary report to accompany an application for a
renewal of my fellowship.

I hope that my failure to make a report sooner will not

be taken as an indication of lack of appreciation on my
part. I1f there is any information you need which is not
covered in the enclosed report, please notify me and I
will comply immediately.

I would like to express again my sincere appreciation of
the opportunity which the Fund gave me. Please call on

me at any time that you think my cooperation would advance
the purposes of the Fund.

I send my warmest personal regard to you, and I hope that
vou are meeting with the fullest measure of success in
your work with the fund.

fours truly,

Goul@iﬁeech




Julius Rosenwald Fund
Fellowship Committee

Report submitted by Gould Beech

The fellowship awarded me for the year 1937-38 enabled
me to do graduate work at the University of North Carolina for
a year. Iy application was approved on the basis thet a year
~ of intensive study of social and economic problems of particular
significance to the South would equip me for more effective
service in the field of journalism.

iy course of study included work inik the major fields
of sociology, economics and history. Among the special topics
covered were:

A detailed study of Dr. Howard W. Odum's "Southern Regions
of the United States."

The Negro and race relations,

Social and economic history of the South since 1877,

. Labor economics, labor relations and the history of

labor organization in the South, with particular emphasis upon the
relation of these studies to the contémporary ﬁroblems of the regian.

My plan of work did not contemplate a research project in
any particular field. However, I have undertaken preliminary
studies on a few problems, including: A survey of the extent and
causes of wage differentiais between the various regions of the
United States; a study of mixed Negro-white—Indian;groups'which

have given rise to a tri-racial situation in some 30 Southern

VA= YR
=\

counties; a limited survey of the curriculum reggéion mo vement

o



in the Southeast and the «ffort to adapt the educational processes
to the needs of various population groups; and a survey of the work
being done by the Farm Security Administration in rehabilitating
low-income farmers in the region.

The study of the Negro-white-Indian groups was published
in the Alabama Social Welfare magazine and reprinted in the Alabama
Educational Journal. The study of educational trends and the program
of the Farm Security Administration was undertalen in collaboration
with Mr. Edwin R. Embree, president of the Fund, Dr. Will W,
Alexander, director of the ['SA, and Dr. Charles S. Johnson, of
Fisk University. Some of the material is included in a small
volume, "A Second Reconstruction," which I understand is scheduled
for publication.

After leaving the University of North Carolina, I spent
three months at State Teachers College, Troy, Ala,, where I part-
icipated in a series of forum studies on Southern problems as a
visiting member of the faculty. During this period I lectured
on such subjects as race relations, farm tenancy, industrial rela-
tions and rural health,

On Sept. 15, 1938, I joined the staff of The Birmingham
News in the capacity of assistant editor. The period of study
which the fellowship made possible hés enabled me to devote most
of my time here to the writing of editorials on problems of current
interest in the South. From time to time I have accepted invitations
to talk before various groups and organizations,

From a personal standpoint, thaifellowahgg period has

resulted in a substantial increase in my earniﬁéltapacity. In a

S



larger sense, the fellowship has made possible a more effective
contribution to the general welfare of the South than 1 could
have made otherwise, I will continue to be conscious of my
responsibility to do whatever is in my power for the improvement
of mankind. Any contribution which I may have made, or may make
in the future will be due in large measure to the period of study

made possible through the generosity of the Fund.

Yours truly,

%Mﬂ%%
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¥arch 851, 1959

Dear Mr. Beechs: I nave read with a great deal

of interest the proposal in
your letter of March 27. Unfortunately, we have
found it impossible to consider the great mumber
of requeste for assistence in individual studies
or efforts except through our regular fellowship
program. You know that program since you have
been a part of it. I am not sure that your
present proposal would fit into a fellowship and I
expect the next considerations - almost a year
hence - would be too late to help. I am sorry to
be so discouraging, for the project you have in
a:l.nt} is really exciting.

I have been hearing many good

things of you and your work. Congratulations and
best wishes.

Very truly yours,

ERE:JW

Fowmn R. EMBREE
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DAY LETTER
My, Could Beech
BirmiTiztremr-teme,
Birminghay Alabama March 31, 1979

May we please have report of your activity during fellowship and
angt results of that study for report to Trustees, by April 5?7

George M. Reynolds
Rosenwald Fund

Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Drex 7100 MLU
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Mr. Edwin R. Embree ##,,w*’”””
President ‘ =

Julius Rosenwald PFPund

4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago, Ill.

Dear 4r, Embrese:

I presume you received a copy of "A Second Reconstruction"
some time ago. 1 hope it met with your approval.

I am not famillar with the policies of the Fund in regard

to grants to individuals for special projects. 1 am outlining
the following proposition in the hope there is a prospect
that you may see fit to support it.

Probably you are already familar with the work that is
being done in Coffee County, #labama, by the Farm Security
Administrat ion. I believe it is generally agreed that this
county and Greene County, Georgia, are the most significant
in the South in that the programs now undsrway will provide
some indication of the prospects of rehabilitating the
depressed rural areas of the region.

In 1935 the Resettlement Administration began an intensive
program in Coffee County, including support for agricultural
rehabilitation, various types of cooperatives, educational
facilities, recreational facilities and health work. A%

that time the county was in as bad shape as any in “labana,

The Federal *and Bank owned one farm out of every five, and the
Resettlament Administration purchased all of its holdings.,
Floods had taken a heavy toll, and the fact that 62 per cent

of the children in the county had hookworm is an indlication

of the general level of living.,

T understand that today approximately 400 families scattered
over the county are being financed by the FSA--over half of
them living on improved farms with newly-constructed homes.

That portion of the land held by the government and found to
bs sub-marginal has been turned over to the 7land utilization
section of the Bureau of agricultural Economics for development.
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Five cooperative canning associatlions costing an average of
$2 ,200 have been established in separate commnities,

New school buildings, including vocational units, have been
built by the FSA.

The Coffee County Medical Associatlion, a cooperative with
307 members, has been in operation for 18 months., The
county medical association voted unaninously to continue to
Earticipate in the plan after the first year of operation.

t is hoped that next year membership will be open to all
farm famllies in the county.

The county has an alert, progressive superintendent of
education who 1is taking advantage of the present opportunities
to the fullest sxtent.

There is an active, effective county council of workers
composed of representatives of the various agencies--hgalth,
agricultural, educational, and governmental,

From these brief facts it can be seen that this county, which
is typical of like areas all over the South, is going through
a significant transition psriod. However, it is not enough
to survey the mechanics of what is taking place. What is
most significant is the change that 1s taking place in the
attitudes and living habits of the inhabitants. Will they
take advantage of such opportunities as artificially developed
cooperatives? Can they adapt these and other advantages to
their permanent needs? Is lsadership being developed? If
federal support were suddenly withdrawn, what permanent good
will have been accomplished?

The story is not one that the casual reporter with notebook
in hand could get. It would require time and patience.

But the story is one that should be told. In view of the
uncertainty &s to what will happen after the next national
election, the countyy must be informed of the nature and value
of such work. In addition, it 1s essential that an objective
study and appraisal of what 1s taking place be made as soon

as possible, ' / :

I would like to undsrtake this job.| What I have in mind is to
get a job teaching 4n a junior or senior high'school and remain
for a year. Only by becoming a part of the [¢community could one
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gather the vital data that is available, The teacher has an
easy entree into the life of a conmunlty and can observe the
people when they are "off guard

With the background and experience that I have had, I believe
I am capable of telling this story vividly, yet factually.
The material could be used in a volume of approximately the
same size as "The Collapse of Cotton Tenancy." Parts of it
could be made avalilable to a selected mh list of newspapers.

in ordsr to carry out this plan it would be necessary for
mé to get about {800 from some outside source., I would not
receive more than {75 or {80 a month for teaching, and this
amount would not pérmit me to keep an automobile, travel
over the county and continue payments on my life’ insurance,

Is there any possibility that the Fund is in a position to
make a special grant of this amount? If not do you know
of any other possible source from which it might be obtained?

My comnection with The Birmingham News is to end June 1 when
Mr, Ozburn Zuber, who has been at Harvard on a Niemann
fellowship, returns to work. It is therefore necessary that
I make definite plans for the future as soon as possible,

Sincerely yours,

JMM

Gould Beech




FELLOWSHIPS

October 28, 1938

Dear Hr. Beecht Fe are very much interestied in keeping

the records of our Fellows on & current
basis, and since you are undoubtedly now located for the
coming yesr, we will appreciste your telling us whether or
not you heve returned to your former position, what your
plang are for the coming yesr, end whether or not there has
been any change in your rank or status. I should like to
have this informetion for the forthcoming meeiing of our
Board of Trustees, and will grestily appreciste hearing from
you by November 7.

A little leter in the fell we would like
to receive from you an infermel report of your yeer's work
as & Fellow. This report need not be elaborste or lengthy,
but we should like to bave the pertineni facts concerning
your activities during the period of your tenure of fellow-
ship, together with & narretive report of your accomplishments
end such comments a8 you msy wish to make concerning your work.
We should also like to have copies of anything that you publish
from time to time.

Very truly yours,

GeorGe M. REYNOLDS

GMRsMLU
Mr. Gould Mesns Beech .
“Y9"TaTL Pluce '

Hontgomery, Alabema
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October 5, 1938
1300 S. 28 Street
Birmingham, Alabama

Mr. Edwin R. Embree v EE”Q, C?

President 3 el o
Julius Rosenwald Fund A1 Cfr

4901 Ellis Awenue
Chicago, Illinois

A

Dear Mr. Embree:

Enclosed is the first draft of materials on thie Farm
Security Administration. 1 overestimeted the amount

of material required and find that sections on the FSA
alone cover approximately as much as "The Collapse of
Cotton Tenancy . After getting your reactions and that
of Dr. Jolmson and Dr. Alexander, I plan to rework the
FSA sections and reduce it to about half of its present
length, hoping to make it more interesting and effective
in the process. It will be necessary to include some
material on public reaction to the program, or the lack
of it, and the cost together with a prospectus for the
future.

In addition,l have in outline form and expect to hit

(o

the high spots of: The curriculum revision program — i e |
in the South; cooperative medical units that hawe been I« L

extablished; and a catchall section about some of the
efforts that are underway, including Dr. Odum's com-
mittee.

The material is not up the standard I had hoped it
would be, but trust you will understand that its
quality is due in part to the haste in writing it.
Since a great deal must bBe left out in rewriting it,

I hope you will feel free to criticise and make sugges-
tions.

As I told Dr. Alexander and Dr. Johnson in forwarding
copies of tihne enclosed to them, whatever is decided on
the basis of the progress of the project to date is
satisfactory to nme,

I enjoyed seeing you in Tuskegee and hope to have an
opportunity to see you agaln in the not-too-distant
future.

The people at Troy appreciate your opportunity and will
be grateful for a visit from you this fall if that is in
any way possible,

Yours truly,

ok&{@

Gould Beech




A LITTLE HISTORY

The Deep Seuth was not populated by cavaliers straight
from the manorial estates of Zurope, but by yeomen farmers,
indentured servants and middle-class tradespeople. While these
constitnted the great mess of the Jouthern pepulation, the general
historieal impression has been that plantation gentlemen, their
slaves and a certain indefinable fringe Xnown as "poor whites"
made up the entire populatione

The middle-class farmer who did his own plowing and whose
wife did the milking has never found a place in the Seuthern
pieture for any great length of time, past or present. Only at
rare intervals, notably during the agrarian uprisings of the
teighties and "nineties and continuing over into the days of
Bryan to a degree, and later in the u Klux uprisings of the
last decade, has he made himself heard.

In literature, as in other fields, the middle-class has been
squeezed between the gentry on the one hand and the pooer whi tes
on the other, Denied an entree into the former, he has resented
with fervor any effort to shove him into the latter. In ante-bellum
and Civil "ar days he failed to make his imprint despite the fact
that he filled the ranks of lee's army and at times his leaders,
such as Nathan Bedford Forrest (one of the greatest calvary leaders
of all times despite his virtual illiteraey) rese to scoff at
Vest Pointers. OSome of his brothers, notably those of the high
hills and the low swamps, refused to fight in a war which was not
of their making and not in their interest. In i&g;ialippt the

Jones clan which oeccupied a picce of land between two creeks gave



expression te this view by setting up the Free State of Jone s,

Fendrick and Armett in their little volume "The South
Looks at Lts Past" have presented statistical data showing
that 75 per cent of the white families in the South in 1360 owned
no slaves. Yot more than one family out of nine owned sufficient
slaves to fit into the traditional picture of the colonnaded
gallery with black mammy, Uncle Tom and mint juleps. Yet this
picture has been at once the glory and the despair of the wole
South, To the yeomen it has been an ever-present goal that
could not be reached; to the aristocracy it has been an opiate,

a way of life that once carried a degree of social responsibility,
but which later became a way of life shat was sufficient untoe
itself.

Soon after the close of the Reconstruction peried three
million Seuthern fmm farmers from Virginia to Texas, and ineluding
allies from the mid-Yest, went inteo the Farmers Alliance and
defied the Bourbon aristoeracy. Setting up cooperatives of
their own, not only buying and selling goods but menufacturing
shoes and textiles as well, they stood their ground for a time.
Among their demands were the popular election of Senaters; free
public schools; a subetreasury plan not unlike the AAA of a
half-century later; the secret ballet and primaries rather than
the convention system; and other reform demands which have since

been established in law,

¥ith the ascent of Bryan moast of the populists moved back
into The Party. Previously they had enjoyed a remarkable degree
of success in their first efforts to establish a third party.



Their perrenial hopes of a victory with Bryan having faded the
yeomen of the South, in their frustration, turned to the mouthy
demagogue, Vhere once they had developed sound leadership on
the basis of issues, they now became satisfied with pre-election
outpourings of emotion and prejudice.

Despite the efforts of some extremists to atiribute the
development of the tenancgy system to a deliberate plot on the
part of landowners, it did not represent a planned method of
keeping the Negreo and white in peonage. On the contrary it
developed without a plans it was the path of least resistance.
Bankruptgl after the Civilm Var, Southern planters turned at
first to the wage system. The Negro, however, had lived from
Saturday to Saturday under the slavery systemp he knew nothing
ma else under freedom. The planter had little capital. The
mxakoum vicious system of tenant-to-planter-to-local mh bankere-
to-ilastern capitalist developed into a permanent credit structure.
Cotton ceased to de a crop; it became a universal medium of
exchange, and money was only a few c¢iphers on paper that
travelled in e¢ircles.

In the case of the masses of former slaves tenancy was
& system which they were released inte. "hat freedom had dbrought
to the Negro, the corop lien and the mortgage began to bring te
the yeoman vhite. The bulk of the 30 per cent of Southern farm's
wvho were tenants in 1780 were Negroes. The steady decline in
the price of cotton from 1870 to the tum of the century, coupled
with the credit system, began to take an indreasing toll among
the whites.
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Crop liens and mortgages were not the only burdens of the
Southern farmer. In M 1906, after tiwmtmm there had been
widespread reports of "dirt-eating", a group of 80 medical
ptudents at the miversity of Texas were given the first elinical
tents for hookworm, Zight of those tested had the disease,
despite the fact that they were from the wealthier class, a
high proportion came from cities and small towns, and they were
at an age past the highest infestation of the parasite.

Jocitony Ceovurdddion

Vhen the Rockefoller m
Hoalth-2aard) began its work in the South about 1910, it was
eatimated that there were not less than 2,500,000 cases of hookworm
in the section. /A young North Carolina doctor,
was the pioneer in the campaign te bring the hookworm under
mm control. e and another Yorth Carolinian, valter Hines Page,
who was the leading publicist in the campaign, were hampered
by the mest daming of all oppesition--ridicule. People hooted
at the idea that "the germ of laziness"” was responsible for
the shiftlessness of the “outh's rural population. Harly tests
ahnﬂ: that some counties had an infestation of 99 plus per cent.
Tholesale tests of school children last year gave evidence
that the manlady has not yet been brought under control, seven
out of ten children in some counties. In the one Southern state
where pmetically all ruml children were tested recently, it
is indicated that three out of every ten children are infected.

Hookworm was not the only debilitating disease vhich
gapped the physical and mental energtn' of the_?wal South. ‘'alaria
in the spring has been as comwon in some areas M the head gold

in winter. “oreens are still considered a mark of luxury.



Tuberculosis, gonorrhea and syphilis have had their converis

in great numbers. memxigmx Remarkable progress, beginning with
the original subsidizations by the Plcemiom pre, {f ETPIESY
has been made in the mm development of public hoalth systems,
but while the majority of states have full time health officers
in every county, funds have been lacking to operate them on &an
efficient basis until recently.

By 1900 the South was pioneering in public education. In
that year the average expenditures for each state were mbhih
still something less thanm a million dollars. WVhile progress
has been made consistently in this field in the matter of providing
opportunity for school attendance, it is only in the last five
years that the South has undertaken the task of developing an
effective educational system to fit the needs of the ruml areas.
A Xmowledge of the elements of the three R's, it has been found,
i;w#étt;;{;ntu of successful preparation for lire.

By the turn of the century the frontier had disappeared.
Before that time the hardier of the yeomen had been able %o
pack a skille$ and a few ears of corn and “head Vest". The
Rastern portion of Texas is populated by Negroes and whi tes
who moved en rmsse from hmime Alabama, Georgia and Mississlippi.

As always those who moved on to the frontier left the more
prosperous and the less able behind.

The march of tenmancy continued. Even in the Golden Age
of thoé;\;;ventiu tenancy was 1ncrmingt alnbst m. out ef‘?éght
of those who owned farms in 1920 had lost thln br 1935. Alvays
there was the credit system with its nidiun ot‘ mhlw m
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bale of cotton. Newspapers preached a doetrine of divoruiftqption
until they were hoarse. Bl:_t 13} wai g?t‘.fpi;:r}:‘-horu farme r
who needed to be warned of this—felly. It was the langlnrd
who wanted & rent medium that could be tumed into ronﬁy cashj
the merchant who hxmwedm advanced only to those who promised
to raigse cotton; the banker who likewise depended upon this
medium; the citfjes which failed to encourage new crops by
promising a ready market; the entrepeneur who was depended upon
to provide processing plants, slaughter houses and the like.
Under pressure of the depression the South began to awake

to an acute awareness of the plisht_of its rural population.
The markets ro; its cities were disappearing; sidewalks were
crowded with rural follm whe were in ;zead of foed:. Its warehouses
overflowing with cotton which was bringing a price lower in terms
of what its return would buy than ever before, the South faced
an imminent -collapse of its economic structure. The fSamkriamstn
South had known hard times before and there were many whe, seeing
only the surface, thought that recuperation awaited only an increase
in the price of cotton, an increase that had always come in the -
past and would surely come agiaine That hope has gone now and
there are none who believe that cotton will bring 15 cents a
pound againg few who hope that it will bring 12. And in more than
half of the producing area cotton costs 9.6 cents a pound to
produce }

All along there have been a few who knew that even the
miracle of l5-cents cotton would not bc'unough.fﬁho saw deeper

and realized that the South's ills are basic gnes, that its

agricultural foundation is not capable of producing & civilization
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in keeping with American sﬁandlrdl. A major portion of its popu~
lation lives on an economic and social level no higher than that
of the peasants and peons of the world, but without the selfe
respect and stability of the low income farm population of other
nations, |

This will be no recital of depressing detalls already
familiar to those who are interested, Things have been happen=-
ing in the South, beginnings have been made that lold promise,.

No final answers have been found as yet, but progresa is being
made

Most significant is that the South has, in & sense, become
aware of the mature and extent of the problem it fuces. A mere
gatalogue ol the books that have Dbeen wiitten about the South in
the last r1§o years--realistic, factual books of self-examination
and self-appraisal--would require wmore space than can be allotted
in these few pages, Their names, if not their contents, are
known to most who have even a cursory interest in the region,

Xz Not every Southerner is willing to face the facts of the
roegiont's situationi but those who are can at last be heard withe
out being damned, And that 1s progress; perhups the most notable
progress the South has made since Henry Grady and his school
helped to stir a South grown weak with self-pity and self-adue
lation a half century ago.

Secondly, the hation knows somsthing of the ills the South
has been nurturing. The present aAdministration has recognizea
that for the nation's good as well as the Bouth's there are ress
pohsibilities which the Federal governjnnt'uulgiéooopt.

Aside from changes in sattitudes certain steps have been
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taken which, if continued and diricted, give prospects of pfogrels
more permanent than & wmere increase in the price of cotton would
bring:

1, The developuent of an agency, the Farm Security Adminise
tration, which has developed methods of striking directly at
basic agricultural problems in the South, Beglinings have been
made in getting away from the outworn credit system; in developing
a system of farmer dducation designed to reach the tenant; in
fostering for the first timey a live-at-home program for thousands
of farm families who had been dependent upon meager supplies of
side mweat and meal from the store; in Stemming the tide of tenancy
that had engulfed an incressing number with each successive g:;;:;;
and in making it possible for some to reach tiw status of famm
owners.,

2, The South's educators have undertaken with entiusiasm
and foresight the task of developing an educational system adapted
to the needs of its people, #+f ever a people had faith in
education as the way out Southerners have, but that faith in 1iis
blindness has, in the past, been too dependent upon the mere
provision of a sufficient number mx of seats in & classroom pre-
sided over by a teacher, The South is turning from a conslder-
ation of thie mechanics of education to its substa:ce,

3. Relieved to an extent of its xupmex super-sensitiveness
at the bottom of which was an inferiority compled, the South
has turned to a sounder consiousness of selrf, u_qonaciouanans [
of its regional nature and its regional aoonom&ﬁ;interest.
Froight-rato_dlfforontiala and tariffs have préiggad an outlet

for energies which onee were expended on the 8ir in emotional
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outbursts over "the North", "the Negro" and the glories of a
by-gone day, This new conselousness has taken conerete form in
the efforts of Dr., Howard W, Odum, and those who have been led
by his definition of the South's regional nature, to find means
by which the states composing it can undertake a common approach
to its problems,

In 1934 the late Clarence Cason wrote:

"rhose who love the 0ld South may take their

choice of courses; they may either exist in compla-

cent dreams, hoping that they will not too soon

be cast from their beds by a sudden rocking of the

earth beneath them; or they may resolve to wrestle

with substantial problems with all the strength

and skill at their command, inspired by another

kind of vision --one wiich leads them to hope that

the present and future of the South may yet prove

worthy of the glumorous reputation of the ante=-
bellum years,"

Many who love the South have msade that resolve. "What
Is Being Done?" In the following pages are contained & cursory

examination of some of the asteps that are bei .g taken.
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REHABILITATION

In 1933 it became ovidoni that making work in cities or

in towns for farm families who wereon relief was not only ime

possible, but unwise, and that to meintain them on & dole would
get nowhere, Moreover, an attack ofi the nation's agricultural
problem of over-production and low prices had little relation to £
families which had no workstock, no seed and no equipment--and in
many instances, no farmland to farm, To keep & family on relief
at a cost of {200 a year only rolonged the difficulty and made
the problem more and not less permanent, Relief officials begen
to see the possibilities of permanently rehabilitation familles
through loand and where necessary, grants, at a cost that would
be less than relief and yet have the advantage of permanent Xa
good ,

The mdthod chosen was for each state to set up corporations
directed by outstanding citizens to be operated on direct grants
from the Federal Emergency Relief Administration to which they
would be responsible, Immediate loans for food were made to
those in need, and then mx was begun & poliey of lump sum grants
to families for the purchase of necessary equipment for operating
a farm, From t e beginning this program produced remarkable
results, After its initial success a policy was adopted which
provided for the elimination of all former farm femilies, re-
gardless of place of residense, from the relief rolls,

All kinds of experiments were attempted ineluding the

purchase of land on which communities were set up; the "fure
who rented land from private

niehings" of farm families, ragardkszxxafxpixzmxmfxrmxkdmns
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individuals; and large-scale subsistence famrms operated by re=
lief groups couposed of individuals not capable of farming
without constant supervision,

The success of {.ese early efforts varied from state to
state and there were wide variatlons in the policles adopted
and tne type of fliuaneing undertaken. “n order to standardize
the practices in the various states and to utilize tle experiences
t.hnﬁ had been gained, all of the corporations were taken over
by the Hesettlement “dministration the xkkkex latter part of
1934, The function of this agency was not confined to finaneing
farmers who had been on relief, In addition experiments in
suburben housing developments, relief for farm families in such
areas as 'he dust bowl, and the lending of money to borderline
farme rs who had never been on relief were added,

Qut of this agency, the farm functions of which were
taken over by the farm security Administration with Dr, Will.
W, Alexander as its director in 1937, has developed a program #
of more lasting significance to the South than any phase of
the New Deal, At last there has been a consistent atteupt on
a large scale to get at the fundamentals of the South's agri-
cultural economy with its &xm twin 1lls or eroded lanti and
eroded people. BEach generation of tuat approximately two-
thirds of the South's farm population which are liviug on a
tenant status has been able tq provide the succeeding one with
fower and fewer economic and social advaniuges., &8s the people
have lagged behind 1n the progress of the nng#ﬁx-avut numbers
of them existing on a standard of uving conaﬁ'_’?ﬁémﬁ low in the
duys of their grandfathers-- so has the land beowne less able
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to take care of them as a result of erosion and the ocue=-crop

aystem, e

Ihe lack of eredit and the absence & inadequacy of super=
vision are basic problems of tenaney. Ownership of land offérs
a solution only for an estimated one out of five who are now
capable of managing their own farms, The renhabilitation program
of the Farm Security Administration is directed at the primary
needs of (1) Credit at a low rate of interest coordinated with
(2) a program of educstional supervision widech 1is designed to
aid the individual family in planning and earrying out a live~
ati- home programe.

For aduinistrative purposes the Fsfl operaies on & regional
basis, from three to six states usually comprising a region.
Thus, for instence, the states of florida, Georgia, Alabama and
SouthCarolina are in Region V with headquarters in liont gomery,
Alabama, A/l loans ¢lear through the regional finance office
where policies are made and general supervison mf over the
region is maintained, Bach state within the region eperates
under a State director whose headquarters is located in the same
town as the headquarters of the State Extension serviece in
order to coordinate the work of the two agencies,

The key functionaries of the program are the x farm and
home supervisors, and it is upon them that the ultimate success
of the program depends. Because of the immense task of re-
eruiting personnel under the original state.:ilh rehabilitation
corporations, some of- those hired were found tofbo inadequate

for the job and there has been & continuous progess of weeding
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out those who wore not fitted for the work, At present the pere
sonnel 1s stable and higher and higher qualifications are being
set for both home and farm supervisors,

Practically all of the farm supervisors now being hired
are graduates of agricultural colleges and the home supervieors
likewise are graduates in home economics, Practical experience
is stressed, and a great mojority of the ferm supervisocre now
with the agency have had farm experience or were raised on farms,

The average gounty in the “outh has from 175 te 300 farm
families on the renabilitation program, The individwlfarm
Supervisor nas tl.e responsibility of from 80 to 150 rfamilies,
the case load varying with local conditions and the region,

Dr, T, oy Xamk Reid, director of the program in the States

of Arkansas, Louisianea and 4ississippli, has set 150 as the average
case load for farm supervisors in that region, In the four states
of the extreme Southeast Regional ¥irector, R. W, Hudgens is
attempting to reduce the load of farm supervisors te 100, Dr.
Heid is Urying the same case load for both farm &nd home super-
visors, while in the region for whicn 4r, Hudgens is director &
the case load for home supervisors will be xkzx almost double

that of farm supervisors. One of the best features of the
administrative set-up of the Fsa is that policies can be

adapted more closely to meet existing needs, and there is a wider
opportunity for experimentation.

Kach fall farm and home supervisors weet with the ine
dividual families and map out a farm program w@#qh embodies
planning for both the farm and home. The buliiféf the individual

farm plan is & live-at-home program, The produétion of feed orops



14.

negessar, to taxe care of all livestock owned by the family
and staple foods for home counsumptlion are arbibrary provisions
of eacnh farm plan, The individual feamily has a choice of food
nad feed crops within these limits, Lvery effort is made to
provide supplementary sources of incows, and woerever possible
two instead of one cash crops are used,

When the farm plen is made up, estimates of the amount
of money needed for such purposes as the purchase of livestock,
équipment, seed, feed and fertilizer are made as well as budgets
for subsisteuce and medicine. Siuple home record booas&azﬁromsly
rare heretofore) are provided, Jioans are mede .n lump sums
are set up in joint bank accounts to be clLecked out as needed
on the signature of the farmer and his farm supervisor., "You
¢an tell whether a farwer weans business by his attitude in the
matter of cheeking out funds," couments one supervisor, "If
he starts hanging around the office wanting 'advnnnesi on
his zkkXkzdExixxERaxua pre-arranged check, it is & good
thing to watcl out, On lhe other nand , if he takes out &
few dollars less each month than the amount originally set
up in his loan, you ¢an depend on him--he means to pay the
government back dollar for dollar,"” '

Loens in the past have averaged approzimetely $30Q0
per year, a large proportion of ihis amount being for nnﬁital
goods outlays--worksiock, cows, equipment, ete, In the oé&ginnl
losn application, a careful check is kept of the uet worth of |
each fauwily; accepted, Due to consecutive yearn of low rars .

income and the fact that the families dooeptedlwere those 1n the
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lower incous groups, there were thousands of families who had
little more than what was on their backs at the time they were
agce pt';ad for loans, An agcompanying table xx shows the increase
in the net worth of families from several Souihern staetes, and
also the increase in the amount of foods for home consumption
for the same famillies,

The progreas of a family cannot be measured in the goods
alone, Increased consumption of food, better health and an ime
proved standard of living and outlook, including attendange of
school of children all enter the pieture. In many rural schools
throughout the South an average attendance of 60 per cemt in
wirter months is not unusual, habitual absence being attributable
to inadequate food, clothing and books. lHegular attendance of
ehildren in families borrowing from the FSA is emphasized by
both farm and home supervisors, and attendance offigers report
continued absences to both,

Advice and assistance in the farum program 1j only one of
many funetions of the farm supervisor. He beco:es a counsellor
who is called upon in any problem that mey arise, and it Is not
unusual for him to be ecalled in as an arbiter to help in adjusting
purely personal problems, The death of a mule, eén injury to a
member of the family, arrangements for a rental contract or the
purchase of & piece of equipment or livestock=--there are always
matters arising in whiech the family may turn to h;.in.

Sam Pors is a supervisor in Hines daunty,_,;lﬂisp!.uigpi.

He has been with"the program" for four yura,;.ﬁ#_lns been |
hired about the ti.e the Resettlement Isdminiuﬁ:mémmn f.ook over

F
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fhe Mississippl Rehabilitation Corporation, He had agricultural
training in college and had been doing various types of agri-
cultural wark,‘ ineluding dairy inspect ion for the State of
Mississippi,before going with the program.

The 225 cases handled by ¥ford and en assistant superviser
ineluded a cross-section of families that are typical of tlhe Xy
type that have been alded by t:.qhe FSA, One of families on the
FSA loan is t.at of We S ,G;;ttl who moved from Wiseonsin in 1u32
in sesrch of "better land and weather that would give the wife
8 better break"., The @regetts have had a tough time of it since
landing in Mississippl, despite nard and consecientious work.

One of the chief troubles is that Gregett, who is middle~-
aged, can't get used to thw Missiassippi way of farmng. His xXk
ehief trouble at present is a belief tnst flat land is the
most suitable for farminge-that was the case in his native
Wisconsin. In lMisslssippi, however, faith in flat land has only
led him to grief, xm Although flat the plece of land he has
been farming is what is commonly inown as "buck shot" landee
unproductive and diffieult to work, being badly drained,

Despite constant setbacxs the farm shows evidence of
constant work, a barn and chicken housc hawvwing been built from
serap material and repairs wade to the house, Iils wife is now
an invalid end the future looks hopeless in Mississippi. Perhaps
anotiier year and Gregett will pick up his houschold goods and
trek back to Wiscansin where family and neighbors and a dogged
determindtion, coupled with a piece of flat lami that will pro=
duce, may bring him independence, <+he unpaid ﬁﬁ;lamo of lis
loan ean be transferred to Wisconsin, Meanwhile the Gregett
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family has been saved from the relief rolls and a further disil-
lusionment that might have meant hopeless ruin for them,

Napoleon Williesms and his wife are what are couuonly des=-
eribed as "oldptime Negroes". Up in years now, he is close to
60, they struggled for years to find ease for the pains of an
"afflicted" daughter. "We'uns always managed to git by. You
kin as! snybody 'roun nere, they tell you we ain't ever run from
no debt and ain't ever had ngfrouble.”

Napoleon's wife recounts the years they paid out every
bit they could raise for doctors bills, "0Ole man say if hit
takes the mule he goin' ta sell that too, That wuz in thuty-
two, Folks tole us about de relief, and we worked at Lhat
fo! a while before the ehild, she died, Then thoy tole us xkat
about dis here program whieh lend money fo' a wule and furnishes
you,"

Napoleon and his wife have about pald for the mule now
and need only a small subsistence loan each year whichis paid
back regularly. They don't mant a great deal, This year he
hopes to have enough left over to be able to spend $40 for a
small wagon to use in taking & "little stuffinto town wid" and
equally important "to get & round & little bit cowe layin' by %
time so I can see my cillun ani friends.,”

"Yagsuh, we been doin'! ver' well., Dese folks been
mighty good to us and Ah intends te pay back ever8 cent de
governuint done lent us," -

On one of the mai:n highweys leading frou Jackson is an
expansive house Which has fallen into & rnthniQﬁilapidntod
estate, The present occupants, the faulily of ﬁ::J. Walker,
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rented the house ai surrounding farm frou real estate operatives
who have been holding it with the idea of sub-dividing it for
houwes.

Walker is about 55, and Las been financed by the FSA for
three years, "At one time 4 xx was a steel construction foreman
in Chicago," he casually recalls his pust, "iade as much as
$500 seixxex in one month, but when 'twenty-nine hit, it wasn't
long before 1 was headi.' back toward Mississippi.” For the next
year or so there were occasional jobs around Jackson, but they
became scarcer and scarcer. One year at farminge-that was the
year cotton went to five cents & pounde--and the spectre of
relief, WPA work tided t e family over in 'thirtyefour and thé
early part of 'thirty-five.

"I had a devil of & ti e convineing these folks that I
was really a farmer and would work," Wwalker explains, "When
they finally took us on, mx me and the old lady had exactly
$1.40 and ten hens--and the hens belonged to my mother-inelaw,”

Today t.ere is a look of determination Xf Xxkk in Walker's
eye. In a little over two years he and his wife have accumulated
four cows, three calves, two mules (wulch will be paid out soon),
tuiriy-five chickens, and food and feed enough for some ti e to
caue,

Mrs, Walker proudly shows the visitor through the house
and displgys row on row of canned foods for the family, "I'm
fifty-four year old, and I'm telling you I never did expect to
have anybody teach me how to can, but ¥iss Brown has taught wme
plenty." (ifii

Asked what nhe thinks of theFSA program, Walker pus.es
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his hat back and answers, "Well, I'll tell you it's the best
system ever put out for tie feller that wants te work, I don't
know what we'd ever done without 1t, and at the ti.e we's just
about reached the mmim end of our rope." Listening to him talk
it is easy to see that he is not the type to reaeh the end of x
the rope peageably--if there happened to others around of the
same mind, With some prospecl for the future, however, he
will make as good and stable a citizen as can be found,

A short distance ax way lives a young couple who started
off life togotbar at a tdugh tiue, The wife's father owned a
small farm of his own, but there wus no room t.ere for the twom
of them, They would Lave nad to start off as share hands, ex-
cept that they heard about tie FSA which made it possible for
them to begin life a step higher--as "third and fourth" renters.
They have no ohildren--yet., But when they do it will be with
the knowled e that there 1s ample food in the house for all,

(Ferms in the viecinity of Southern e¢ities constitute
& special type of problems, Frequently the y are owned by
real estate or investment ampanies whieh are holding then
for future development and which have no xxkaxm interest in
them as agricultural properties. Hents are usually high be-
eauss houses, regardless of their condition, can usually be
‘rented to low-income wage-earners from the e¢ity who can afford
to pay more a year for house rent than the average.rarm will
bring for house and land,)

Jake Harris d4s a young Negro--that is, yqung to be the
father of seven children, He and his wifa had wnrked hard in
maxing nine erops, but had never seemed to get anywuero. Thay:



have been on the program three years and are"better off then we
ever did 'spect to be", Yake explaius, "Before we got wid dis
program, most we evor had was one po' mule, &nd it died, Tnat's
how we happened to make a loan from the goverumint."

Now Jake ms two mulese--all paid for. He has a good lande
lord who lends nhlu a rake to cut hay on shares with, and when he
doesn' have any work on the farm to do he 1s out lookiug for
work hauling with/}:::n. After couming on the program he began
producing enough feed to carry his mule for the first tiue,

Every supervisor has some famllies of which he 1s particu~
larly proud, those that have made heréle offorts and have gotten
results., Asked how many they are unable to help, most farm super-
visors will answer one out of ten, a few say two out of ten,

All the widle farm and home supervisors are developing new tech-
niques of working with tenant families, Throughout the South
Fsa personnel invarieble say that Negro familles are easier

to work with than white., A number of factors are respounsible,

In the first place, as one young home supervisor put it,
"We know how to worx with Megroes through long practice. I can
walkin Sally's house and say,'Sally, why haven't you washed the
kids today?' She understands me and I understand !er, But with
whites it 1s a different matter."

The white families of the tenant &nd shaprecropper groups
have been 1isolated and insulted against personal contact with
persons of higher economic and social loivoll.@. Tmyru_.oﬂonl
extremely self-gconscious of thelr submerged ntatm. Tiey have
been pushed off most of the good lands :lh_med h,;ﬁndlordl who

exercise supervision over their tenants because white land-
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lords dont't know how to handle them--they are not as docile
and amenable as Negroes, and sose of them have & habit of wanting
to see L@ books.

The whites of the tenant status move in & closed circle
for the mnt. part. Frequently uh'__'oola coustitute the only
direct contact tenants nave with persons of higher economic status,

ono of the big steps taken by the FSA has been the training
of pa;‘aonnol who understand and imow tenants, Farm and home
supervisors provide contacts across the egconomic and social gulf
b,t.'woan tenants and the rest of soclety.

" Frequently farm supervisors can work with farmers in groups.
For instance, in demonstrating the eim of a sanitary
privy; in eonstrueting » chieken house; ¥mmix running & terrace,
or even planting corn, Lectures and written istier are ineffectual
in the approaeh to the great mass of tenant farmers, They must

be shown, step by step.

Unlike the county farm demonstration agent, the responsi-
bility of the PSA farm supervisor is limited to & definite number
of families, The Bxtension Service of theDepartment of Agriculture
has been criticized for its failure in the past to aid the SYenant
farmers., If is true, as one outstanding Extension Service official
has sald, that the setivities of that agency aade worked to
widen the distance between the farmers of the upper third and
those on the level of the lower thirs The latter are living on
the same level, or lower, than their ancestors um. '.soient.ine ;
methods Lave enabled many farmers of the upper gmup to aeep
step with t he tines--they enjoy the penefits o;;.‘ :lf,ho twent ieth

gcentury, automobiles, electricity, mechanical iitorp‘unps
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and other luboresaviu devices and so on, The Extension Service,
through its experisentation work and its count agents, hewe (o,

broug it wodern wethods to soue, Lut Las nou resched Lhose of the

lowar groups.

Por the first teu years of its existenge,and in soue
sectio.a for longer, the county gent was looked uponas &

"iude faruer" with newefangled methods t &% were iuprectical,
it took patience and haprd wors for tie Extension Service to
sell itselfl to the majority of farwors and to reachx its
present position, As for thae farmers on tie outer friugse
they were usually given up as hopeless by the eounty agent,
The aversge rural couuty in the South 'as from 2,000 teo 6,000
farmers, and it was only naturel tiet the countybgent should
spend nis time helplng those most i:uterested in accepting his
services, and best able to understand the methods he advogated,
There were other reasons why the Extension Service sould have
congentreted on the faruers of t e 'uppu- inecome group, not

the least of whieh is the fact tiat it is dependent on support
from each individu«l county for its continued funetioning,

At Present the £ farm supervisors of the FSA work x
closely with tie county agents of the Exte sion Service, PFamm
plans are based on recomwendations £ of tie lxtension Service,
and & major portion of the xey personnel of the FPSA were trained
by the older agendy, The county agent could only advise, but
the FSA serves the additioual function of belng & credit agency
end wi h tho eredit egency's pnm-uu of -mznm a um!.n

_}

agount of aupowinan. ’5 il



The home supervisors of the FSA have introduced into
the South on u large scale an appamtus which may not oceupy the
plage in history given to Whitney's cotton gin, but which is
slready recognized as & significant devlopment, The apparatus
is the pres.sure cooker for howe wse. If the home supervisors
had performed no other function than placing some 100,000 of
these implements in operation in as weny Southern farm homes,
no other Jjustification would be needed for the expense involved
in hiring them. "Outside of the ole men, that pressure cooker
is the most valuable thing 1'se got," is the estimate of the
wife of one Arkansas lNegro farmer, Tuhe pressure cooker has made
possible a year-round supply of foed, including meats, with less
expense and less work than any wethod yet tried., Every FSA
home has its stock of canned goods,

The life of low-income farm wives in the South has not
boe:i affected by the wealth of mechanical gadgets that have come
into existence in the last two decades. The wood stove and the
washpot over an open fire in the backyard are still standard
equipment, and to appreciate the drudgery of operating tiem
requires little lmagination,

Sam and dary Beall, who live in Smith County, Texas, have
two daughters, one two ani one four years old. To Mrs. Beall
the PSA home supervisor 1ls a friend and adviser who has helped
her to learn things about keeping house and raising a family
that she might have learned in school had she gone that far
vefore her marriage. When Krs, Young, the home I_pl_u:_powlur, makes
& visit there l1s always some new achievement to MI her, a new
dress for one of the little girls made from a flour sack, a
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corner whatenot made of a cigar box, a new batch of 50 cans
of vegetables,

To farm housewives the home supervisor is niore than
an advisor in canning, cooking and sewinge--or even a friend,
She iz a contact with a different world, Sam Beall and his wife
have had a tough time of it in many respects, In five years
of renting farms he hes dug three wells, and screened three
houses, The FSA helped him to get a five-year rental contract
this year and now she says, "Sam don't mind starting over again
this time, because we know we'll be here for & while." The FSA
tnmXp At ek o gobx e xf fuaeye Reoranks ngomtrax hes given the
Beall's the advantage of low-interest credit and helped to
make it possible for him to buy five cows and two miles in the
two years they have "been on the program," But the job would
not have been complete, and the hope of ownership would not
be as bright had it not been for the aid of the home Supervisor,.
A coumong saying in the South is thst a wife "gan throw out the
back door in one spoon what the husband csn tote in all day
through the front door,"

Sam Beall is not the only tenant farmer who hes dug wells
which he could not carry with him when he left, The average
tenant wmoves once every three yeara,which means th=t many never
stay on the sams fsorm two years in succession., FPrequently the
habit of being on the move arises from a hope thst down the
road or in the next county there will be a botbqr plece of
land, a house that won't leak, or cheaper ronta -.-..-"'mtimu it's
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shiftleasness--which among farmers has about the same earmarks
as among the rest of us, and is probably no more nor less
extensive, all circumstances being equal, But smong the young
and ambltious there are other reasons for moving,

It is not an uncommon practice in the South to reward
a tenant farmer who increases the productive capacity of a
rasz with a notice that the rent for next year will be a half
bal or a bale morem Long-term rental contracts are unknown
in the South, or almost so, 4indeed signed rental contracts of
aﬁy sort are rare. It just isn't done. The landlords as a
whole don't see it as a matter affeeting their interest in the

s Driirsach Sngndaddia
least, failing to realize that t{ is cthlng them the erosion
of their land and the depreciation of their property.

The FSA has lnaugurated a policy of refusing to lend to
tenants whose landlords will not give them & written leasc.
The attempt will be made to demonstrate that there are sufficient
mutual advantages to be geined to make it wortihwile for both
pa:ties directly concerned, and the publie .' Standard contracts
are being made available to all landlords and tenunts who are
interested in them.

By next year one out of ever seven tenant farmers will
be borrowing from the agency in the South. This means that if
Congress sees fit to make it. possible to continue the program
and to extend its services gradually to &ll who qualify, the
agency will have a premium to offer to all lanci_lprds and tenants
who agree to deal with each other on & utazadaré';.ibfénnraot baais.
One of the provisions of such contracts is that the tenant
itk
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will be given credit for permanent improvewrnts placed on the
property with the consent of the landlord if forced tc move
before he gets the full benefit therefrom,

A lease of from three to five years will give Lhe tenant
incentive te plant cover crops and to terrace hillsides, In the
past the tenant who did have the initiative to follow sueh
practices was running the risik of having his rené raised or
of being forced to leave before he had gained the full benefit
of his efforts, The landlord would have more assurance that
his investment would be improved rather than allowed te run
down &s one ineentive for signing & contract, In addition, wibh
supervision and direction of the ageney provided the tenant,

there would also be a better chance of collecting the rent
- regularly.

Thus the publie through an agency of the government begomes
mmivinhesemens third party in a relationship which is of vital
concern to socioty as well as to the 1ndiv1tlna1l who are dependent
upon each other,
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FROM TENANC ! TO OWNERSHIP

As originally written the Bankhead-Jones farm tenant pur-
chase act provided for an outlay of one billion dollars for the
purchase of farms to be resold to tenants, Those who have been
learning wore about the nature of t'e tenant problem since that
time are not sorry that the original bill failed to pass, that
instead it wags finally whittled down to a first-year's outlay of
$10,000,000,

In 1937 some 3,000 farmers,or an average of one for each
county in the U.8,,were f%:i;ﬁ‘monay with which to buy farms
and pay for all necessary repairs and improvements, With an
appropriation for $25,000,000 for 1l938-39 it is expeeted that
an additional 7,000 farms will be purchased, The act provided
for this sum to be doubled in 1lu40--if and when the next session
of Congress authorizes the necessary $50,000,000, Secretary Wallage
estimated that if the inerease in the number of farm tenants
continues at the rate of the last decade, this amount will not
be sufficient to take care of the average increase,

Every one of the farm families which have been f%gi;d
money under the Bankhead-Jones act would provide interesting
material for a feature story. Some are from families that
have been home-owners in their communities, others have coue
from families that have bee: tenants for two or three generations,
All of them hav. demonstrated initiative and promise, otherwise
they would not have beeu. asong the chosen few to Le selected.

Opal Childers is 1Y years old und is théfﬁ.’-@thor of three
small girls, the mdx oldest of which is five years and Kkl

REXHXXRARRXXAFERERXXAIRAXRREX XXX AR ARXKXKARKRE xamatxg 80d s lready
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able to help her mother tend to the younger onss, "I never

have known anything else but living as a tenant and 1 blame

my early marrisge on the fact thet I wanted to get from under
it. I have always worked with the goal ahead of some day owning
land, and you can know what this chance means to Virgll and me-=-
and to them," she nodded toward the three little girls,

In 1936 the Childers wers living i, & shack that had fore
merly been & chicken house--t &t was when they were accepted for
& rural rehabllitation loan, Having no workstock or e-uipment
of any kind, Childers was ndvanced money with which to buy a-
steer, About layin' by time after the first axip crop x had
been made the steer died, but three bales of cotton had been
produced on the four acres of cotton land allotted to Childers,
He was advunced enough to buy a mare with the next year, and was
successful enough in farming to convince his landlord that the
piece of land was worth considerably more rent than he had been
paying.

"I seen it wasn't no use trying to keep on tlere and I
heard about Mr,., Cooper--the man that owns this xiza piece. We
have been getting along fine together and now he is going to sell
me this place at a reasonable price.," Childers, along with 350
other tenant farmers in his county applied for one of the ten
loans allotted for this year, He was selected by a committee
of three, composed of two farmers and a merehant, The county B
agents and the farm and home supervisors worked together in dise
tributing information on the loans and in gakiggiraeonmondltionl.

In the two jears he has been raﬁtihg thé?fnrm he 1s to

buy, Childers had put & new roof on the barn with tin "mp'piiod.‘l
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by the landlord; had dug & well; fenced a new pasture; cleared
ten acres of land and planted it in lespedeza, and in other ways
demonstrated his determination, lis wife, who appears to welgh
about 115 pounds, plows in the spring and can chop cotton too,

Three years on the rehabilitation program with the benefit
of eredit at low interest rates, and the supervislioun and guldance
of the FSA farm and home supervisérs had nelped the Childers to
begin the ¢limb up the ladder to ownership, Nelther had been
able to go past the seventh grade in school, but they the the
nutive intelligence and initiative to overcome this handiecap.

"I never would have learned how to run this pressure cooker
if Mrs, Shelton hadn't taken ti.e to teuch me," One of the 50
per ecent of Southern sechool children who never go past the seventh
grade, she had not had the advantage of "courses" in home economies
which seldom are offered except in the last three years of high
school, Nor had her husband taken courses in vocational agricul-
ture which would have helped him to understand the importance of
nitretes, phosphates, terracseg ani legumes., M- Las 1e§nnad enaugh
of the elementary facts of modern agriculture to msak enable him
to begome a =mucgcessful farwer through a system which coubined
eredit control with an effective educational system,

If perchange the fkxxdrx Childers family nad one day
accumulst ed as much as $300 with which to wmake the down payment
on & farm, tiere would still be no guarantee of successful ownere
shipe In the first place he might not have had the initiative
to take advantage of tne Extenslon 8ervice's g@ﬁ;ue und dirsctian,
being a type thut needed personal attention. ?éﬁ;n hard work ine

telligently directed would not have insured him against the
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everepecurring to farmers with a mortgage--the crop fallurs,
Bankhead-Jjones loans are repaid on a sliding scale adjusted to
the annual income of the farmer, that is, on & percentage basls.

With each dip in the price of cotton, and the South has
not known & sucecession of as many as eight "normal" years, there
is a wave of farm foreclosures ifrt¥reS6wijy. That 1s one of the
ghief reasons for the constant downward trend in farm ownership
in the reglon., The theory that tenants progress up the ladder
to ownership does not hold, It has required superhumen effort
in tne past for a young man starting out life as & tenant to
accumilate enourh money at one time to begin purchase of &
farmj end with the down payment he has still been faced with
the problem of rigid enmual installments and elg U or ten per
ecent interest even from banks., Desplte the many atoriel of
tenants purchasing silk shirts or Ford cars on those ;are .1.8:5%
occagions when cotton prices were high, there were &s many or
more who made down payments on farms, only to have small town
panks or landlords foreclose within a year or two,

Not all of the farmers sselected for Bankhead-Jones are
former rehabilitation clients by any means--infact not more than
one of every four or five have previously borrowed {rom the FSA,

‘Bhe character and ability of the family, together with their
prospec:cs of coupleting payment, are the chief factors taken inte
consideration in selecting those to whom loans are made.

Estimates of the proportion of tenantn who are ready for
farm ownersihip if given supervision aiqilar to thnt providch ror-
rehabilitation clients vary from 15 59‘30 per oﬁmt. AlL rlmilion'

{410}

selected for purchase loans agree to accept supirvilion :ar a
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minfimum period of five years, and {final payments on loans eannot
be made to the government before the end of this tiuwe. Some of
those who have made a study of the problem strongly recommend
that the government not accept final payment for a period of 20
vears, or even more, thus insuring the farmer against an early

loss through foreclosure or an ill-advised sale.

On its present scale the Bankhead-Jones act is in effect
little more than a lottery, and yeﬁﬁts accomplishments cannot
be measured in terms of the relatively few tenants who are
enabled to purchase farms. In a sense the effect of the act has
been much the same as the popular advertising campaigns: "In
25 words explain why you would like to have & Kool Refrigerator
end win one !" Only a few are fortunate enough to win, but all
contestants give expression to their desire to own one, and the
result is to stimulate sales,

Applications for loams have averaged from 25 for each loan
to be made m to 75. In the region composed of Alabama, Florida,
Georgia and South Carolina there were more than 50,000 applicak
tions last year for 1,200 farm loans. In Alabama, wheére the loans
were more publicized than elsewhere as & result of tie personal

of the House
interest displayed by Senator Bankhead and his brother, .‘_.'-",Pe_fke?{mh
W. B. Bankhead, there were slightly more tlmnwégjggg;{l ﬁ.;ther
words, one tenant farumer out of every seven went to the trouble
of filling out an application. The county agents and the FSA
personnel did not solicit applications,and made no effort to

encourage those who had no cience of being selected.

Tenant farmers know that those who ha@e'the best chance
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of being selected are those who have workstock of their own, a
cow and sufficlent food and feed to carry them through the

first winter. They also know that the past record of the tenant
for honesty, sound agricultural practices and initiative in the
matter of luporving property and building up the soil are taken
into ¢onsideration,

In a very real sense, then the Bankhead-Jones act has
made provisions for an annual contest featuring the selection
of the best one out of every hundred farm tenant families, And
as & few yards of blue ribbon, when suitable embossed in gold
letters, can cause men vto sive mightily in slumost any directionm,
80 tle prospect of owning & plece of lend has had its effect
on thousands who have no prospect of winning, but who win re-
gardless as amsult of the effort,

Heanwhile the rehabilitation loan program has made pouibl‘
the purcimge of many farus by tenants who otherwise mumidxx would
not have bee. able to taie this step. In Region VI, composed of
Arkansas, iissiseippl and Loulislsana, &n accurate check mkx showed
that one out of every nineteen families to whom rehabilitationk
loans have been wade Lave begun the purchasge of a farm,

Murry Dixon has been living in the vieinity of Edwards,
Mississippl, all of his 63 years. e can point to "dis place
over here and dat place over dare" were e kxf has made crops
since boyhood, "Me an' my wife has made forty erops altogether

on our own," : I\ ol o
Forty crops iu all and in 19354 !am:'ry D;i#{n and his wife

had, not counting s family and grandeidldren, fust about the seme

thing they had after tlieir firat crop. The m’it hrdﬁ‘s ni"'evcr
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made for ore landlord was nine "and seven of them we didn't break
even, two we made & little sumthin'," Since boyhood Murry has
had one weakness-~his love for a ware, He prides hi self on the
fact that one of his mares won a second prize at the itate Fair
onee, and also on the fact that he "never has run away from no .
debt ," Once his landlord sold the farm Mu:ry had been renting
and moved into twon with Murry still owing him $70. ZTwo years
later, to the surprise of the landlord who had fergotten the
debt, Murry xk showed up with/:lf;xey in hand,

The first year after he was "furnished by the FSA Mury
had enough at the end of the year to wake a down payment on ‘a
130-acre farm which was one of & XK number being sold by a
real estate firm, Today he owes only four more payments which
he and hls sons c¢an meke easily, he believes,

Unable to read and write Murry i1s a craftsman of the
old school, He has buil.t. a barn and two cribs all made of oak
end hickory boards whieh ne and his soms split, from floor to
the shingles on the roof, In s spare tiwe Lo makes cotton
baskets, an art lea:ned frasm his uncle who Lad done it as a
glave and which is being paessed down to his sons, Now tlere is
more inecentive than everg before to work nights pulling the
splits for baskets from strips of X hiekory., "I had always
promised de Lord that if ever I got hold of @ plece of land, 1
would set aside a mma piece for Him," The ,ear ks got hold of
@ plece for the first tiue, Hurry set aside |15 urea to be
be used for paymant 6f the preaeher’a ﬁlary ano;[ l}-epairu.

There are some who doubt the wisdom of I’nnll farms as &



34,

goal et a time when the mechanized, large scale production unit
saems to offer the advantage of more efficient system, Thus far,
neither private initlative, nor goverumental effort, has proved
that 1t is feasible to develop large-scale units, There seems
to be more evidence to indicate that small farmer, sach owning
his own pilece of land, but utilizing syrup millu', grist mills,
hay balers, camneries and brededing stock with his neighbors can
be as successful--kx if a live-at-home program of self-sufficilency
is followed. On & the present scals efforts st both individual
farm ownership and large-scale units are still on an experimental
basis., The South ean profit by furtler effort in Lotl direct ions
until more definite evidence is at hand to indicate whicli holds

the grester prospects for & long ~time future development,
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FARM DEBT ADJUSTMERT

One result of the sredit system of the ecotton belt is to
pile up old debts on the books of mercisnts, fertiliger con-
panies and other concerns which advence money Lo farmers or
whieh sell to them on eredit, Over & period of years of lowe
priced cotton debts continue to accumulate and are seldom marked
of f the books even though there is no expectation of payment.

In one ssmkk small Black Belt town located in & section thickly =
populated by Negroes,merciants carried farmers through t.e worst
years of the depression with the result that about half of them
went broke. In 1933, a eash and earry chain store moved in and
in a short X while was getting most of the business from X
farmers who were receiving CWA and AaA ehecks, Custowmers who
owed back debts over & period of years felt tnat they could

not pay old debts and live at the same time and hence preferred
to buy for cash ratner than coming ln contact with their ereditors.
The merchants would have preferred to forget the old accounts,
mf for the time being at least, and benefit from the cash trade,
but the old devts were keeping their former customers away, The
situation was & typical one throughout the South exeept that

in the absence of a new cash store farwers went to the store on
the other side of the track or traded in the next town,

In over three-fourths of the rural counties dn the South
at present there are permanent canty comuittees of turee men--
one or two farmers, a merchant and 8 banker, Called Parm Deut
Ad justment comuittees, they are Xmxx being spoiisored by the
Farm Security Administration as & means of briéging ereditors

and debtors together for settlements satisfactory to both,
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The procedure is entirely voluntary., Any farmor may ask Lhe
comuittee in his county to hesr his case at one of its reguler
meetings, Where possible his creditors are asked to sit in on
tho discussions and to & ssiast in mmekix working out & plan mk
of settloment, The F3A faram supervisor and the county agent
are usually present at thess meetingas.

Every county supervisor can cite instances of rehablli=-
tatlion clients who were acgcepted for loans at & time when they
had nothing and have since accumulated workstock, equipment an 4
a small sum in cash, only to have bills presented one they begin
to get on their feet, The first farmer aecepted for s Bankheade
Jones farm purchase locan was reminded of an old depression debt
wiich he though had been mariked off his aeccount, Since the chatteld
mortgage 18 an lastitutlon of long-standing in the South, the
resurrection of old debts can wipe out the progress made by an
ambitious family in two or tures years,

Throughout the nation ap proximately 85,000 i:ndividual
cases have been adjusted unvelving 1 debtedness of alwost a
thixd of a billion dollara, In maxzing settlements there was
a reduction of approximately $856,000,000,and settlements resulted
in the immediate paywent of almost five million dollars to local
governuental agencies,

The cost of this service has been negligible in xax com-

the advantages it has brought to
parison to/farusrs and mx their creditors, The only additional
personnel, otier than elerical help, is alatape_ggant_uho devotes

|
| £3.4
full tise to theorgenizaetion m and assistance to tie county

— | f’i .'i; ! ._ |

committess, The only coumpensation sg mamberﬂﬁbf the noun$x

committeesy mxsxmxam 4is & suall expense allowance during

aat+tnual aanvica. . d I :
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PROJECTS

The phase of the F3SA program uwhich .Las attracted most
attention has been that devoted to the establishment of projects
on land purchased by the ageney and those which preceded it,
From the standpoint of the number of ra;rm families located on
projects this part of the progpam is & minor activity, less than
five percent of the total elients being locuted on EREjExyg pro=
Jects, Viewed as the broadest social and economie experiments
yet undertaken by the Federal government, however, the projects
are significant,

There is a wide variety in the types of projects undertaken,
Skyline Parms, located in Jackson County, Alabama, was begun under
the Alabama Rehabilitation Corporation, Located in a mountainous
sec ion of the State this project represents an early effort to
find an answer to the problem of the hill farmers who were forced
to seex m relief at the low ebb of the depression, One-hundred
and seventy-five farm families are located 'on an original tract
of approximately 8,000 acres of land, It was necessary not
only to clear land for farming purposes but to build houses,

8 community center and a cooperative store,

Xkx% At Lake Dick, near Pine Bluff, Arkansas, the Farm Security
Administration 1s undertaking one o the few cooperative farms

in the United States. Eighty seven farm families are now living
on & tract of land at Irwinville, Georgia, where & completely
new community, ineluding a store, gih, cmmunitf center and
school have been set up. In Terrebonne, l-ouisiﬁqm, the estab-
lishment of a canebrake cooperative project is 'ﬁﬁheway. Be-
cause of the heavy outlay for machinery required in the pro=
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duction of sugar cane and tle efficieney of large acale
farming‘in this seetion, the individual "fmey forty-ascre-ande-a=
mule"™ type of farming wes cousidered unwise,

At Gee's Bend, Wilecox County, Alabama, the descendants of
the slaves of William Fetiway are located on land which eventually
will be scld tc theaw, Isolated in the Bend, 80 famllles now on
the project had a strong community feellig long before erd
times and a landlord who was unable to "furnish" tlem had brought
them close to starvation,

By 1933 the Federal Land Bunk owned one farm out of every
five 1. Coffes County. Floods, poor land and a healih problem
of At serious 3 consequences (60 percent of the e¢hildren in the
county had hookworm in 1837) had couwbiuned to blight the county.

~ Projects are scattered throughout the Southern States,
and each has given rise to distinctive p::"oblema in developaent
end supsrvision., Not only has 1t been necessary Lo adapt procee
dures and policies to the individual project and to the type of
the surroundiug territory have been an integral part of the
whole problem,

Natuarlly the erection of a community of new farm units by

"the government" has attracted widespread interest.

One of the chief difficulties encountered nas been the
solection X£ of familles for projects. Iu Most instances,
families have been selected from a wide territory, the typical
settlement of 100 families represeuting fornfr m;i.denr.a af‘ |
or 20 counties, The prevailing policy ipreue?t. Iin t.o develop ‘ |
a"promotion system" in which the projout- is uu Hlal a attpp&n& !

stone to give rehabilitation clients who have domnetraté’d
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initiative and abllit, wider economie and soeial opportunities,
In the words of Dr, T, Roy Reid, regional direoctor for Arkansas,
Louisiena and lississippi, the project becores the "diploma" of
the successful rehabilitation family,

Irwinville Farms, Irwin County, Georgis, is a typieal
project of the large tract commnity type., Originally begun
in the latter part of 1934, 1t islocated on a tract of 10,688
agras purchased at a cost of §147,444, or approximately §$14 an
acre, 1In the spring of 1935, 43 families moved in and construe=-
tion was begun on houses and barns, 'Withﬂm'ono exception these
families were on the relief rolls at the time and were in dese
titute eonditlon, The average net worth of the individual family
et this time was [77.17. At the end of three yeara the average
assets of the sams families which moved to Irwinwille three years
ago 1s 778,25 ~-after deducting all liabilities, ineluding amounts
owed to the Farm Securlty Administration for equipment, subsise
tence and rent.,

Today the individual fermer at Irwinville is not only a
farner, but a store-owner, ginner, x cotton and cottonseed buyer,
and markets his own produce. As & member of cooperatives per-
forming these various scrvices, the families at Irwinville have
an opportunity to inerease thelr .nocomes beyond what sould be
expected from simple farming operations. The private plantations
wiich 8till operate at a profit usuelly eombine these various
functions. - | N a = ‘

|
| | A ] Y /
crops, including cotton, tobacco, nntormnlons,?égpnuga, luoqbps+s*d

J

Located in & section where thero!aro.a‘q##bty of money



and snap beans, Irwinville has & sounder agricultural basis
t..an the aversge project of its type. In addition , livestoc.,
particularly hogs, cau be raisged profitably and every unit has
additional income fx-ommu REE source, PFarticular empiasls ls
being placed upon marxeting at lIrw.nville, Cotton sumplesa are
sent tLo Memphis for grad.ng by goverument experts and every effort
18 beiug made R to develop & consciousness of t!e lumportance of
prewlum staples, not only among the fam.lles located at the proe
ject but iu the surrounding territory as well, *.e community
store has facilitles for cooling und marceting eggs.

In connection with the marseting of egge, T. C. Miller,
regional cooperailve speciallst, cives the educational aspects
of the marketing phase of tii & wori, "The average farm family
wioici: sells & few aggs from tiue to tiw in the South does not
realize the importance of xeoplug eggs in a cool place and Ex
bringing them to market regularly, It takes ti.e to teach our
people Lhut eggs gatnered = irregularly and left on the porch
may be all rigat for 1100 gonsumption but not far a select market .

We P, Bryan, project manager, is conviunced that families
at Irwinville will ve able to purchuse thelr farus and ligquidate
all debts toc the goveranment, "although ow familes come from
gcatiered countles tarougni thls section of Ceorgla, a stroug
comumunity feeling nhas already developed--and that 1s the in-
portant factor in waking & go of an undertaking of tiis type."

For 85 years--a.uost frow the ti s it was granted to the
original owner by the Federal govemmﬁt -Wcot&p‘n nas been rain?.
on the plantation located al Laxe Dick. Arknnﬁ/t.( In 1884, art.t.

having passed turough several hends it was loh‘f to the I.tohardm
| | | =it -
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& May Land and Plant' ng Company and from that date until the time
it was sold to the government in the liquidati-n of the Canal Bank, of
New Orle ns, it was operated by absentee landlords.

The land on th's trzet had been badly derleted by successive
eroppings but is of the type -f heavy, flat land that e=n be
easily built up mximx asgain, Today 80 families occupry 2 eircle of
small homes E built arcund the edge ~f the lske and are partici-
pating 1n the development of one [ the few experimental coopera-
tive farms in the Un'ted Btates, Aside from a2 small tract set
aside for individual gardens, all -{ the remeinder of the Z,450 acre %
traet is being farmed by a cooperative association, of whiech each 2
family head 1s = member., Mozt of the fumilies are young ( average
sgo/gzigznsa and wives, 24) and were 3% seleeted from rehabili-
tation borrowers over the Bt:te,

At the first of each year a meeting of the full member-
ship of the assocliastion is held and individuals are xhzs chosen
for various tasks. A salary scale 13 set up on the basis of
prevailing wages in the section--that 1s, so much for rlow hands,
dairy manager, shop man, etc.y All of the members not assigned
to speelal tasks are divided intc four grours, each with a group
leader ¢orresponding to = la.or foreman. The foremen work with
the community manager in rlanning the work program, and the ‘
division of labor, Imdividuzl workers are rzid weekly, "time"
being kept by the f remen or grour leaders, All trade at tihe
eommunity store 1is on & strictly s cash basiﬂ At tkx n@esart |
the dairy, designed to provide milk unlJIorthe ?es*deatﬂ, is ! ‘_
orerated on a cash basis similar to the‘store, *F%k be’ng sold !

to families on the project for five cents n ﬂuart.'
¢ |

Mhaams - e Bt~ s Lan ‘-‘-“*'uﬂ -t “-—-“--1..—-"-—“‘ re U
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Thus far no frietion has arisen over the division of
labor and assignment of tasks., The success of & rrojeet of
this type means that fomilies participating must develop radi-
cally different attitudes of success. Under the system at Lake
Diek each member Qill be working in effeect for the association
as & hired farmer, but he will be a share holder in the association
and profit only as it profits.

Whatever degree of success has been 2ttained by the Delta
Cooperative Association at Hillhousg Mississipri, 1s attributable
t the ploneering of Sherwood Eddy and the faithful, day-by-dsy
direction of 1ts manager, Sam Franklin., IaxkExxzrsmEexxxzrxitiis
amuExxtxx  Evicted sharecroppers from Arkamnses, including Negroes
and whites are living and form'ng cooreratively on = trzet of
land bought by Sherwood Eddy. In the sense that Hillhouse is a
product of imdividual iritiative and missionary zeal, it is a
significant effort., But the possibility of its duplication by
others of a less able and less influentizl group must be e n-
sidered in any attempt to estimate its sipnificance =s far as
the region as a whole is mxmEErmimx concerned.

Two decades ago Hugh McFRae began the development of
farm communities in exzstern North Carolina and as a result of his
efforts there are scattered over that section s-ttlements which
have turned former cotton lands into gardemns., Throughout the
years he has stressed small farms intensively cultivated and
producing truek erops, bulbs and flowers. Tcr'n-long~t1mp‘

McFae has been recognized as one f the m ost siauifiaant figures
in Southern agriculture, Unfortunately' for hiéfﬁkfnrts as far

the 8Bouth sas a
as the/wiole is concerned, he has proved oFly what esn be dona



with the land, His dem nstrztions have not been arpliecsble to
the human rroblem tecause they =zre not farmed 'y native Southern
whites or Negroes, but by Furoresns who (to their great, gcod
fortune) have never been damned by & knowledre md of how to pro-
duce cotton.

In Mississi;ri, Oscar Johnston, Manager of the Delta Pine khand
Zumbxx Company, hs cdem nstrated what sclentific manarement can
do in the way of successfully producing cotton to the advantage
of both owners, who are English Zmxxiim textile operators =nd
the tenants, wha are native Mississipri Negroes, Jchnston has
proved that he can do 1t as a few otﬁers have proved that it
ezn be d-ne on = more modest scale, The South's vrcblems would
be ;olved if i1t hed 10,000 Sam Franklins, Hugh McRaet's and Osear
Johnstons, Lackig these 1t must corntinue to seek for methods
that can be adonted wholesale either by less carable Individuals
acting n their own initiative, or by government acting in the
name f the whole people,

The fact that the Federal government c¢zm buy land, btuild
homes and give farmer families an opportunity to establish them-
selves does nct prove anything, The test will be whether per-
sonnel that ean be reerulted in large numbers can successfully
direct such projects with the result that they will, within a
short time, become self-sustaining and offer security =and
opportunity to the average farm f=mily. Two yesrs have not
rrovided a sufficlent time to pass finzl Juﬁgenent. — ‘ |

One of the mo-st significant types of v‘rc:r;]g!;;c:t. is that |
undertaken in Coffee County, Alabama, Jhere thq“mbvernnant now |

owns 60,000 acres scattered throughont the county, Bne of the
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low-income counties of the state, and embodying many, if not 2all,
of toe significant problems of the rural South, Coffee County was
chosen as an experimental area, Gov, Bibb Graves, of Alabmma, has
cooperated with the agency in making available state services to
be coordinated with the work of the Farm Security Administration.

Families selected for this rrojeet were alrezdy located
in the county, xmm many of them on the farms on which they are
now locasted, All of the l=nd now owned by the ageney was bought
outright from the Federal Land Bank, With the excertion of its
low interest raotes, the Federal band éank'a policies are essentially
the szme as those of private bankins enterprises, Farms taken
over were not improved for rental purposes and rental contrzcts
were made fom one year to the next, with the result that renters
were as bad off, if nor worse, than those renting from private
individuals, The tenants got advances for food and other
necessities as best they could,

J.0, Bowdoin and his two sons were x renting = place
which at one time had been/;roductive, three-horse farm, Un-
able to buy fertilizer =nd the necessary workstock, the Powdbin's
had been farming as best they eoculd with the result that eros;on
and leaching of the soll had continued to take their annual pdll.
One gully on the place was big enough to hold three or four '
houses eomfortably.

Today after three years of effort on the part of the
Bowdoins and with the cooperation and backing of the Furm Seeunrity
Administration, the farmk 1s once more back o Lfa;ariginal‘ (
productive capacity. The farm has been-terrucegpgr perly and thﬂ
gully has been planted with kudsu, drainage dité&és havin; divartad\ﬁ
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the flow of water from 1its original caﬁrs .

e didn't know what was going to become of us, There
was no barn and we couldn't build one, and wouldn't have if we
c¢ould beesus- we never did know how long we could stay here.," The
housgse has been repaired and painted, 2 born and smoke house have
been built and thefarm fenced and that porti-m which had been
allowed to grow up in weeds has again been brought inte culti-
vation,.

Over 200 farm units, ineluding small homes, barns, smoke-
houses, fencing and sanitary privies have been conpleted in Coffee
County. 9John Donaldson, sitting with his wife on the porch of one
of them,recalled, ™Once we 2lmost had a ~lace paid for, hut we
lost it., We share-cropped for 10 years before we got this chanece,
and we knew 211 the time it wasn't n-thing to it, We jJust couldn't
get ahead, no matter how hard we tried, Nowthings are different--
I don't mind workin! every dsy and into the night,”

"We heard about the government having some of these places
and me and my wife went down to see Mr, Mac who exrlained it to us,”
The"Mr, Mac" is Project Manager MacArthur, who 1s representstive of
‘the personnel the FSA has been able to recruit, Among the
things he explained, Mrs, Donaldson reczlls, was that "there ain't
no rlace for whiskey in the government program,"

There are many details of the progrem, regulations, szfe-
guards and administrative book-keeping systems which MacArthur
must interpret for thuse who like the DTnaldkﬂn's ‘are "on tﬁe
program", but have never been accustomed to ﬂlanning ahead, keap- ;
ing a budget and following 1t. Hﬂl_

T
/
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MacArthur directs the Coffee County projeet whic includes
more than 200 families living on develored ferm units and half that
pumer o sre rehabilitation clients,

One of the m Qt significant things about the Coffee Gounty
experiment area is the coordiantion -f rovernmental agencies,

In discussing the rrogress being made with wvarious reorle cne

would ne ver know/gggmsubstance of the econversati n whether the
individual haprened to be working for the Farm Security Administration,
the Extension fBervice, the land utilizati-n section of the Pureau

of Agrieultural Economies (which is develoring 2 tract of xumx
sub-marginal land in forests, pastures and reereaticn reserves),

the County Superintendent of Educsztion, A, C. Dimsway, the County
health officer, or a privat hysicizn.

Each month representatives of all social and povernmental
agencies meet to discuss methods of effectively coordinating
their various respomsibilitics, A hookworm campaign such as
the one xxtfk which has b en under way is not limited to the health
cfficer. In the schools hookworm bec mes 2 major subject, FEA
farm snd home supervisors include on every report a fam'ly hook-
worm record, sce that medicol service is ntiiized, and rush the
constpuetion of sanitary toilets., The Extension Eerviece mgent&u
use every opportunity, both in individual eontacts und g up
meetings to emphasize the subjeet,

Working together the represcntative of these various agen-

cies see their respective Jobs, not as sr“aﬂate uaderﬁﬂkingF
but as rart of a whole. To make possible an 1ntepsive edueational

A a4

program 2nd to determine what results e¢:n be obsmuned, the #SA

has subsidized the construetion of addttijnal voqat;onal buildinga,:

- I & - d -~
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has provided five add!tional vocational education teachers

(with the expectation that they will be taken over by the county),

and had made possible an adult educatisn snd recreation program,
Out of the Coffee County experiments, and out of a gimilar

undertaking in Greene County, Ceorgia, where Arthur Raper

gathered the depressing evidence for his "Preface to Peasantri",

may come results of significance to the South as = whole.

To answer the ~uestion, "How s-und are the projects mmmrx
undertaken by the FEA?", one must first determine what 1is expeeted
of any experiment. Certazinrly no reasonsble person expeets the
cows at an mxpegm experiment station to produce encugh milk to
pay for the development of a new breed, nor the baule of cotton
produced as a by-rroduct in developing & new starle to pay for the
cost of rroducing 1t., No m re would a persah ex ect experiments
of this type to pay for thEmsirzs themselves than would Edieon
have expected his first light bulb to sell for what 1t cost to
produce it,

The developmen! of model farm units c-nsists of more
than the mere mechanies of setting up houses and barns and
terracing land. Basic¢ lly the experiment is one invelving human
beings and human rel ti nships, Personnel had to be assembled
and developed intc a functioning organization, snd no where were
there men and women who had the background of experience reguired
in an undertaking which is unique 1n-klEr1eaP hialltfﬂry!s - ‘

The process of developing policies s?d Qyﬁeedurs hss been\,

a"!‘
one of immense provortions. What methods shouldn@e fxmi followad

y LW
| J [ =
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in the purchase of land; its division iAto units of the proper
sige; the x designing sné construction of homes, water pumps and
privies; the selection of families; the advancement of m ney for
subsistence and for farming orerations; the rrovision -f edu-
cational facitlities where none préviously existed; the mk
method of collections; the provisions for farm =nd home supper-
vision; the planning of crope snd marketing? 4nd a2t each step
thére is always the problem of adapting the procedure to the
individual family, its immedi=te needs, emergencies, ecapa-
cltias and attitudes, The develorment of a contented cow
is simple by comparison t the development of techninues
f§r rescuing derelict families and looking to their eventuzl
iﬁ&hpendonce and happiness. And 1t =11 has had to he done
in kee ing with American traditions. (A private individusl
cgh shoudt at a renter, cheat ocne, or establish any rel-tionship
satiafﬁctory to the two of them, or tolerable t- the l:tterj but
oﬁe chance remark of a government functionary hecomes tyranny,
ané the community is scandalized,)

The most glaring errors in the develorment of projects has been
in ecnstrue'ion, Land purchases have been on = sound baslis,
averaging less per acre than in 'rivate sales for the same type of
landé since the government has ‘een in & position to buy large
tracts at a time when there were no large v rchasers in the

bottom
market, In fact in Arkansas, for instance, the FSA owns/l:nd

[ >

brught at 820 an z2ere in the 114u*da+10L of KWSuTahce, Tm“aéies s &

and banks which is today wo;th £Q an acre,|a %ﬂ&pxe of for- \,

il ,r’! /a] ‘
tunexx that will make pcssible the coveLage of[idpses suffeﬁ%d n

in otherrhases of the program,

J NIV ERS.ILI
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The construction of £ rm units has not been as simple,
The first units were f.r too elaborat, res lting 4in widespread ecriti-
cism against 2 policy wihich resulted in families whe were formerly
on relief 1living in homes finer than those 57 their neighbors who had |
struggled to save more modest possessions. Leter units have been
"eloser to the ground", but model homestezds still have a luxurdious
arpearance in comparison to the unpainted hovels near them, Felief tmhn
labor was used in the constureti-n of mamy projects, and was more costly
th n would otherwise be expected., 1Iu all instances the ageney has
been faced with the necessity of peying prevallinege wape rates and
working constructi n erews shorter hours when private undertakings could
have managed with less,
In some instances architecture has n-t been rractieal,
"bob-tailed® houses
/Wit short eaves having been more attractive to the designer tham
practical to the families who liv:d in them., "Tight" barns designed
for the m'd-West have been constri.cted on s me Sf~uthern projlects
where X elimaste re uired an "open®™ barn with 24ir for mules and
livest ck feed,
The greatest failures hsve been in the suburbsn communities
in the early days ~f Resettlement
established/for the purrcse of providing low-income wage esrrers
subsistence homestezsds., In most instances the dismul failure of this
fype of project has been due to the fzet tat they are loc‘tké too
far from the cities they were designed to serve, E“
For the present and future the weakness of the farm gr#jecta
is a tendency in some csses to strive aﬁ nakf than_squeaszlan\thout ¥

einf t%ﬂﬁ.as txperiuentt\

which can be duplicated, If such proj&%ts are Wﬁ% on a sougd(

due consideration t the necessity of

J NI V E RS ‘_. Lo
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agricultural basis they rrove nothing ns far as the possibility of
providirg an answer t- the South's larger rrcblems., Arrangements are ¥
being ma’e to set un cooperative textile enterprises on three of

the projects in an effort to make them self-sustsining. If this is
uttemhted in Em msny cases the prospect ol providing demonstfations

of what ean be accomplished is Iorfeited.

Conceding that the job chould have, or had to be undertakes,
it is difficult to see how it could have been scconplished to date
with any less waste, The mbtakes thut have been msde have hé&g
attr butable to the nature of the tacsk and the hast with whichxtt
hass been undertaken, together with 21l the handicaps of lsek of

ex erience and trained personnel, rather than to any shortcoming
that could be isolsuted and condemned as UNNECESSLIPY. '

Certainly, the raw personnel that has been trained anéais
now a functicning unit is far better than might been expeetgd at the
outset. Ncwhere s 'here a grop of veorle who believe mors_
earnestly in the objectives toward whiech they are workinp. -ag\use
of the nature of the work the ageney has been sble to attratt e\

sons at salaries far less than the. might have demanded {n \then

fields of sctivity. A _
The worst ceriticism of Dr, Fex Tugwell was that he was,:\%\\\
' -

visionary, but he w:s the director of the Resettlement Administratlon .
at a time when imagination and daring were at » greater presium than
administrative efficiency. Hiss successor, Dr. Will 7. Alexander

is a msn who is familiar with SoutnernLruraF lirg from=a leetimQ 2
devoted to its problems. He has brau_EE ’gw ada&nittrafion 1n
1ts second rhase a sound, practieal ju&gmenf 4éﬂﬁan abiliﬁﬂ to {

=

inspire these a out him to incressed effort, . u :
U NIV ERSIUILIY
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Fram Dr. Alexander down to the clerks in c-unty offices, the
rersonnel of the FSA 1s alert to the errors of the past cnd confident of
eliminatine them in the future., Had the Job been atteupted decades
ago Instead o’ years, the organization could have felt its way and
myved slowly., But when at last the government awoke t~ the necessity
of action 18 was too late for painstaking czre; people had to be
fed and housed, experience had to be gained in doing and not in

contemplation,
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COOPFRATIVES?

Two years ago the President a pointed - commission to make
a study of ecoperatives in Sweden to determine what, if any,
prospect there was for 'he develepment of a cooperative movement
in this country. In effect the commission'!s report stated that
while cooperatives had been successful in Sweden k% but that the
Ameriecan people are not ready for them.

The human element 18 the primery one in cooperatives. To
be successful they must be based on what the psychologists refer
to as a "felt need™ on the part of the prospective cooperators,
Hahits of working together and ratterns of cooperation and group
¢ nsciousness zre essentlial, These qualities are not found in abun-
dance in the rural South today. It should be kept in mind, however,
that cooperatives are not new to the South, that a half-century aro xK
there were more active cooneratives in this region than there are ’
at present., One of the rrimary r~urposes of the Farmers Alliance
was theestablishment f ccoreratives and the membership undertook
a wide variety of enterprises, ineludi g not only the purchase
of farm sﬁprliea, but the manufacture of shoes, cotton-bagging
and furniture.

The alliancemen were not lacking® in = "felt need" for the
benefits to be derived from group effort--they saw this line of
attack as the most promising in their fight against monopoly.

Here and there one still finds veteran farmers In the South who
reeall with relish the Alllance's figﬁt agéina?{fhe iﬁéé-ﬂagg!nf

trust, With 1500 weekly and daily papersjple&%&ns suprort to tka
pAEES o | .

i
?'7'
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organization, enthusiasm was kert at a high piteh for a period of
from 10 to 20 years, depending uron the area, Lacking in mneither
strength nor enthusiasm, the organization was weak in one major-
respect: It lacked trained, educated leadersﬁar and executive
direction in its cooperative enterprises,

The bulk of the Alli=ance membership was drawn from the
yeoman farm gfoup, smrll farmers who had bought or "settled" land
which they worked themselves. Independent ‘n one sense, they were
not so far removed from the rioneer type. Ouiltings, log-rollings
and the like were common. Community scrvices such as the construe-
tion of schools and churches were underfaken by direet group action.
It was a common practice to work a sick neilghbor'!s crop out, and often
his become the most productive in the community. Some of these
customs prevall today, but not to the extent they did then.

The South does not have a group today comparable to that
which made up the Alliance membership, A spirit of equality
prevailed among them, they were consclous of their class, "small
farmers®, and defied any and all who arpeared to be wbrking counter
to their interests, Illiteracy was not am insurmountabletaintj
one could "make his mark®™ as boldly 2s a neighbor who had learned
£» to fashion letters.

The cooperative movement never did die out eompletely in
the South, For the last 20 years 1t has developed at a steady rate,
having made considersble progress, from a statistical standpoint, in
recent years as a result of the orgnnitaticn of the cotton q*opera-
tives. The most determined efforts at cooper tion have been among
the peecan-producers, but with 1nd1fferemt succeﬁ¥? Scattered over

the Southeast are some successful producers cooperatitis such as
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the Southeastern Melon CGrowers Association. Controlled by large
producers, this association has shown the results of efficient
management,

The organization which has been responsible for develoring
the largest £ volume of cooperative business im the South is the
Farm bureau Federatimn which, with the coorerati n of the ¥E Exten-
sion Service, has successfully sponsored fertilizer marketing, etc.

The Farmers Educational and Cooperative Unfon, an organi-
zation which dates fr o the collapse of the Alliance, has fostered
small cooperative enterprises with some suceess, but it has a
scattered membership. Its policles and obJectives rlace 1t some-
where in between the Farm Bureau Federation and the Southern
Tenant Farmers Union.

While the most srectacular of the cooperstive activities
sponsored by the FPSA have been these established in comnection
with the commun ty projects, approximately one out of four of the
rehabtlitation xik clients on the program are participating in some
type of ecooperative enterprise. Cooperative undertakings such as X
the stores and gins set up on the projects were practically unknown in

the South, The faet that they have been set up by x the agqnéyt

and put in operation through associations formed among the ckients
on the project does not in itself either prove =X or disprove tnetr
potential value., When the governmcmt, through a loan and through
direction, makes possible a cooperative store or gin then the
test of the undertaking begins-- that is the stage in which most 3\
of the project cooperatives are now 1n.| The te?t will be in the x
ability of the government to transfer directioﬁ ﬁnd e-ntrol to :
the members of the assoclation, and the subsequant abt}ity Jﬂd / i

dmd bl ablern AP Eha mamharedn Asv_bhov Aaw And-r-ni-'lm. ! |

dp iy
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1hitiative of the members in day-by-day operation.

The consumer cooperatives that have been estahlished
have aroused very little opposition, Bince most projects asre
located on large plantation tracts, = store, or commissary and
in many cases a gin were already in existence. In scome other
instances, for example Skvline Farms in Northeast Alabama, pro-
Jects are situated on land that is being cleared. The establish-
ment of & new gin at a settlement such as the one at Irwinville,
Georgia, is recognized as a2 service to farmers of the surrounding
territory which ean also take advantage of its grading and mar-
keting fxmixx facilities, Where adenuste facilities are already
avallable no attempt is made to duplicate them, and contract
agreements are made for such services zs ginning. Throughout
the South the number of cooperative general stores in operation
averages not more than two or three for each state- z number

yet sufficiently

too small to arouse opposition and/large to provide an experimen-
tal base,

The most effective type of cooperatives spensored b the
Fsa are t'ose wh'ch provide serviees which wo 1d not be available
otherwise, For instance in one county five canning associatiaqs
have been organized and money lo=zned to set up community canneries
averaging about $2,700 each., Membershin is oren to 2l)l farmers
of the surrounding territory, and c:nning will be cone on = toll
or fee basis, each family contributing part of the labor ss sur-
plus food crops are brought in and prepared. Na = ‘

Each of these canneries is loeatad on the 5r wunds of a

school and community getherings will be‘cﬂmbinedlyith the work af

preserving the winter food suprly. The life of many ldw-incowe farn
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wives is one of isolation, with a onee=-a month visit ot town and
perhaps chureh ® services furnishing the only soeial outlet., The
gooperative canneries are'to be used in "putting up" foods for
school lunchnes, always a problem in rural areas,

Instead of eacnh mot!er preparing a Xmm lunch eacl: day,
meals are being prepared at school to an increasing extent,
Cold biscuit and syrup with a baked sweet potato has been a stan-
dard school lunci throughout most rural areas in the South,
Hot school lunches, ® frequently utilizing NYA labor and home
economics students, will mean more health and more education,
An effective method of bringing perents into the circle of the
school's activities is also provided,

In Mississippl, approximately 12,000 rehabilitation farmers
are members of a cooperative Livestodk Replacement Fund which x
is providing insurance against what frequently constitutes a
minor catastrophe to the loweincome farm family--the death of
a male, Bach member of the association is assessed about nine
dollars annually per head of livestock. In return the fund
pays thrce-fourtiis of the value of livestock lost through
any cause, sickness, accident, theft or old age, In effect,
each member is guaranteed tihe services of work nnih&ls on an
annual fee basis, thus removing one of the major factors in
successful farming from the element of chance, Already in
operation for almost two years the fund is on a gelf-sus-
taining basis, and any profits will be returnag §p the membersnlp.

-

Cooperative associations have also been formed to buy
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heavy farm equipment such & s terracing machinery, silage cutters
and hay ballers, For equipment ranging in price from $50 to
as high as $400, however, the most successful arrangn@nt has
been found to be thfough loans to an individual or a few indivie
duals, These"community service loans", as they are called are
producing results far out of proportion to the small amount Xkx
they afa costing the government --on & strictly finaencial basis
loans of this type have proved to be sound, losses from default
being negligible,

It 18 not worthw ile from an administrative standpoint
to organize a cooperative for tne purpose of purchasi:ig a
Jaek or sn incubator., Both require individual mex care and
maénagement , and there would be no justification for a group
undertaking to purciase eituer. In borrowing $300 with which
to purchase a jack, the individual farmer agrees to a fixed
fee for service. In addition her must get a sufficient number
of farme:s in the community to agree in advante to use the
services of the animal to insure repayme.t of tne loan, In the
xxkt deep South few farwers in the pust have raised their own
mules., In Alabama in 1954 there were less than a dozen (7)
Jacks 11 the state--today there are close to a hundred, largely
as a result of the community service loans,

Through tnis ppx phase of the program several thousand
farmers each year are beiing given an opportunity to make enough

money with wiieh to veing the purehase of farms. A loan of

$400 for mowing and bailing equipment can otﬂ§ﬁ¥maks it possible

for a farm family to step iniLo tLie owner class in a few yearsg=-

N LV R.S | T
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and mk Iith'pranticqlly no ¢ost to the government,

In Smith County, Texas, as an example, the Negro County
Agent , Raymond Butler, "worked up" five community service loans
for sorghum grinding and cooking eqQuipment , The farmers vo
whom the loans were wade have prospects of earning frou $300 tO
9500 each annually. At the same tiwe the communities which mae
were without adequate sorghum-making facilities will be encouraged
to raise more, and an adequate supply of molasses will be pro=-
vided for several hundred families whicli would not have had it
otnerwise, Each loan Xx is designed to benefit not only the ine
dividual, but the community and unless it can be justified on
this basis the loan is not made, Loans are not limited to
farmers who are on the PFSA program,.

In Chester County, S, C, the daughter of & rehabilitation
famidy will be able to go to college as a result of a $60 loan
for the purchase of an incubator, Oscar Ellis and his family
are building a new house near Barnesville, Ca,, from the profits
of a hay-bailing outfit which he oved from one farm to another
in that seetion bailing hay for his neighbors on shares, Oliver
Jones, of Covington County, #la,, has resumed payments on his
farm to the Federal Land Bank as a result of a loan made for a
jaek, In that faxcounty more than 30 community service loans
have been made,

For the last ten years there has been little capital
available in the South for the purciase of quxpmant of the
type for which community service loans are made, Diversifi-

cation is dependent upon ready access to oquibhbnt as is the



production and storage of food and feed crops for home use.
County agents of the Lxtension Service and farm and home
supervisors of the FUA are in a position to see the need for

such farm equipment and to aid in makipg arrangoments for loans,



FELLOWSHIP

September 23, 1958

Dear Mr. Edmunds: ¥e have sent a duplicate
of the printed matter

which you have been holding for Mr. Gould Beech

Mo
to him at his new address. We should appreciate,

therefore, having you destroy the package which
is in your office.
Thank you very mich for
the trouble you have taken.
Very truly yours,

Magy CuzaseTH McKay

Secretary to Mrs. Simon
My, John T. Edmunds
Superintendent of Hails

United States Post Office
Montgomery, Alabama

A Y
(-



FELLOWSHIPS
United States Post Office Ebr o

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

September 21, 1938,

Julius Rosemwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Ave.,
Chicagoy Illinois.

-Gentlemens

Reference to your letter of the 19th inst. and
the enclosed Form 3540 relative to a parcel mailed by
you addressed to Mr. Gould Beech, Farm Security Adm.,
this city, I wime addressee was
notified relative to this parcel and requesting 10§

in postage to forward same to him on Aucust 23, 1938,
and to this date have received no reply.

Inasmuch as you falled to enclose forwarding postage
in your letter of the 19th inst. we are unable to forward
same to Mr, Beech as postage for forwarding or return
must he prepaid.

It is requested that you furnish this office with

10¢ in postage if you desire the parcel forwarded to Mr.
Beech or 17¢ if you desire it returned to you.

Very truly yours,

JTE /whm
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Form 3540 NOTICE TO SENDER OF UNDELIVERED MAIL

e e e Cut on Ii ~
nary mai by chick mart, and  Enited States Post Office sgm?%
other mail by mumber, "ﬂﬂ\'Trﬂ"'rDY H'L

Merchandise [Foatdﬁce] {State)
(Pareel Post) bed hereon, smtbyyuu.isbeldhmasunde—

B‘éd Maner %'Eh 125 uw mason checked. /g !:
e R, Zolirne o

lé ou if yoa will AT O‘innC'E send this card

1 3 and _ 'mts in loose postage stamps, in a sealed envelope,

No. W ANTS POsT.-\GE PBEP&ID addressed to the POST-
MASTER, THIS OFFICE. If you dwu'e the mail forwarded to
tbe satme addressee at another post office, give the new address and

Reg. Mo . send postage stamps sufficient to prepay the forwarding postage.

D Unclaimed (If insured, stamps peed not be furnished.) Danocpaqemmpa to
this card. If prompt reply is not received the mail will be disposed
of as provided by law.

D Net fownd Hmthmn:temptmdwmmfusedpnmlezundmmedordm
parcel is desired send ______ cents to cover postage at local rate.

] Respectiully, POSTMASTER.
{d 58782 GPO ENEPRUCTIONS: . O /

Truledunbwdmdpu PR et e i Sy St
instractions 1 Wotﬂin?ﬂs‘l’lﬁiurm’d-hmhl&lﬁsuﬂsr“
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September 20, 1938

Dear Mr, Beech: I am sorry you never received
the reporis I sent you in
July. We received a notice from the post office
in Eontgomery only yestserday, saying thazl the
package wag being held., We asked to have it for-
warded to Troy. In case it dosan't raach you,
I am sending another set to Birmingham, under
separate cover, I hope this delay has not grastly
inconvenienced you.

Very truly yours,

Mary ELizareTe McKay
Secretary to Mrs. Simon

Mr., Gould h
ol &
Birmingham, Alabama

N

VSH
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FELLOWSHIFS

September 19, 1938

Dear Sir: We have received the enclosed
notice from you that mail which

we sent to M-, CGould Beech is being held ia
your office. appreciate having this
muil forwarded to Mr. Beech, care of the State
Teachers College, Troy, Alabama.

Very truly yours,

o, DIMON
MSS*eK MARGQ;EIKD

Postmaster
Hontgomery, Alabama



FELLOWSHIPS
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

IN REPLY REFER TO

| vs) 20 | W

e

SR |

IR 7 -
Mrs . Margaret Simon - .

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 &1llis Avenue
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Mrs, Qimon:

I have not received the reports on the activities of
ghe Pund for the past year which your secretary
said she was forwarding to me during your absence.
Tt is probable that the materials were sent and
have not been forwarded to me,.

Will you Send & new set to me as soon as possible
to this address:

1300 S. 28th St.
Birmingham, #la,

I thank you.

Yours truly,

fi/mx@@oo(

ould Beech




CROSS REFERENCE RECORD

FIRM NAME or SUBJECT _FELLOWSHIPS  BEECH GOULD FILE NO.

pate 8-12-Z8 REMARKS Corres. with Mr. Beech re: his recommendation
of Troy College for aid from Fund

SEE TROY STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE (ALA) FILE NO.

DATE

SIGNED

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN
PROPER DATE ORDER.

THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED UND-

ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER "'SEE"’
YAWMAN axo FRBE MFG.(0.

ROCHESTER, N.Y.
FORM NO. 09SCR



FELLOWSHIPS

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

IN REPLY REFER TO

July 12, 1938

e

r‘S 5/15 ‘
Mrs., Margaret Simon I l
Julius Rosenwald Fund ? __‘JEE_ ? P o
4901 Ellis Avenue ; e i ;
Chicago, I1l, | JES Qw >
Dear Mrs, Simon: ! |khji /?

When I saw lMr. Embree at Tuskegee he suggested that
I would want to see first hand some of the work the
Fund is doing in the South in connection with the
writing of the book.

Since I saw Mr. Embree I have been concentrating on
ignificant uovelopments in this area of Alabanma,
but I hope to begin some extended tours through the
South in the near future. It would be very helpful
if you would send me some information on the work of

the Fund in the Southeastern recinn. I would anprecia

information of two types:
1, Prepared materials on projects.
3. The location of some of the work.
I believe it would be best to address me at:
Farm Security Administration
Information Division
Montgonery, Ala.

Also I would appreciate it if you would send me any
further suggestions Mr. Embree may care to make,

I thank you.
Yours truly,

gM ﬁAQ,A

Gould

te




To

Br. Gould ¥. Beech

I

201 Pritchard Jvenue

Julius

hapel Hill, North Carolins

Rosenwald Fund |

ST FELLOWSHIPS

Date

Payment Voucher No.
M=y 13, 1988

g0l8

Finsl psyment on fellowship granted 4/16/87 « - =« « = = = = $100.00
Ck.#9018
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Bhite Southern Fellowships 56-31A $100.00

Prepared by

Checked by

Posted by

Comptroller




FELLOWSHIPs

Msy 13, 1958

Dear Mr. Beech: Encloged you will find

our check for §100 repre-
senting the final payment on your fellowship grant
of §1,500.

fe in this office hope
that the pest year has been & profitable ome for

you.

Very truly yours,

Chapel Hill, North Cgroli
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GOULD BEECH

A;F) irtb nyj

J

May 10, 1938

Dear lliss Elvidge:

I am enclosing a receipt from the University which
acknowledges payment of my obligations to a recent
date, and I will have no other obligations of this

| nature before leaving here. You may recall that
at the first of the year I wrote that the bulk of

my fees were to be exempted. I trust that the en-

| eclosed receipt will therefore fill the requirements

for your file in spite of the fact that I have not
sent them for each individuwal payment.

-We plan to leave Chapel Hill as soon after June 1

as it is convenient to pack and make other arrange-
ments. If possible, I would like to have the final
payment on my fellowship forwarded to me not later
than May 20. This will allow me to settle all of
my accounts and ship household goods back to Alabama
without being rushed at the last minute.

I thank you for your many courtesies in handling
the payments.

Yours truly,

Fotol 7. /ie_u_,A

— > AT FM{-}M—MWW

Miss Dorothy Elvidge
Comptroller

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Ill.
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Julius Rosenwald F unc!__
=

5 P - \
4901 Ellis Avenue Sl ! ., ag Loy
CHICAGO b b b ‘NSHi: O
To Payment Voucher No. 6608

,3::—232£suﬂauaﬁﬂﬂhuum
Date

201 Pritchard Avenue

Chapel Hill, North Carolins

Fleventh peyment con felloweghip granted 4/15/87 =« = = c e c @ c e = = §100.00
Cr.#18488
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Bhite Southern Fellowships 36-81A $100.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
AM
Comptroller
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april 16, 1938

Dear lr, Paty:

I thank you for your letter and the informatimn about
The Atlamte Jourmal,

My chief interest in going to Troy is to get a first-hand
view of the work being done by C. B. Smith, the president

of the institution. As director of Alabama's curriculum
revision program he endeavored, and is continuing along the
same line, to redirect and vitalize education to the end that
it will be a greater positive social force., #&e is interested
particularly in race relstions, labor and farm tenancy.

“Until a few days ago 1 had almost made up my mind to accept

a place as assistant editor of The Sirmingham News, a place
that will be vacant during the nine months the present editor
is at Harvard on a Nieman fellowship. Since receiving your
letter and hearing of one or two other prospectlive places

I have decided to delay my decision until I find out whether
a more promising place is available.

I am definitely going to accept some newspaper job beginning
in September. After that I plan to con&}nue in newspaper
work--if I can find a place where I can’of some use. I do

not intend to spend my life writing about the weather and
automobile accidents or composing wordy exercises in sayving
nothing. My grestest ambition is ¥o write--and I hope to
keep writing regardless of where I may be--but I want to write
about things of some soclal significance,

1 am writing to Mr. Pope today. I didn't understand from
your letter whether lir. Pope was interested in the clippings
or whether you had someone else in mind who might be interested
in seeing some of my work. I do have some editorial clipuings
from The advertiser--most of them the day-by-day run of the
mill commment. There are few things duller than a last year's
editorial which has be-n removed from its context. Off-hand
about the only editorials 1 know of that have lasted are

The New York! Sun's on Santa Claus and William Allen White's

on his daughter Mary and his "What's the Matter with Kansas?"
If you know of someone that I might submit some of those I

have to, or if you think it would be worthwhile I would like

to send them direct to you. Since they are the only copies

I have I hesibate to impose on anyone the obligation of
returning them to me., This is especially true in the case

of newspaper editors who never retugg_anytpingjbut/pgg crecks.J

s (@17 gL OWSHIPS

. | |
B _ lfééjézaglj) %iﬂ"fég{ﬂu—-




GOULD BEECH

I am sending an article on Huro Black which 1 wrote this year,

I do not believe that copies of two articles I sent with my
application this year would have been kept, but you might
check to sse, One was the development of a suggested program
for the Farm Security Administration and was syndicated by
the Southern Newspaper Syndicate. The other was an article
on Gerald Johnson's "The Wasted Band",

I sincerely appreciate your interest in me and will welcome
any further suggestions you may have,

Sincerely,

%MJ ek




April 12, 1938

Dear Hr. Beech: I have just returned to the office

and find your interesting letter
telling me of your plans for the summer, I think that
the experience at the State Teachers College will be a
very valusble one; but I am personrally hoping that
this doss nol mean you are contemplating leaving the
newspaper field.

I have recently had several iniuiries
about your future plans. Can you send me some clippings
of your editorial work while on the Hontgomery Advertiser}
and any other materials that you have with you? In this
comwetion I think it would be well for you to get in
touch with James Pope of the Atlanta Journal if yom
would be interested in & commection with that paper. The
Journal has recently leost ons of the members of its edi-
torial staff and Mr. Pope would like to have an opportunity
of talking with you.

All of us here will contime to be
interested in your plans, and I hope that you will let
us hear from you from time to time.

Sincerely yours,

>aymonD R. Paty

RPHLU




8§01 Pritchﬁrd Avenue

Julius

Chapel Hill, North Cgsro}ina

Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

Date Merch 31, 1928

€468

.

FELLOWSHIPS

Payment Voucher No.

Tenth peyment cn fellowship grented 4/15/37

. A S S & s e W e R G sldo.aa

Ck.#19324
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 56-81A $100.00

Prepared by

Checked by

Posted by

Comptroller




GOULD BEECH

WP | pELLOWSHIPS
|
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Chapel Hill, N. C.
March 30, 1938

e ———— s R b

Dear Mr, Paty:

I am very sorry to have missed you on your visit here, but
was detained in Birmingham until Saturday.

Your letter notifying me of the committee'!s decision came
during my absence and this is the first opportunity I have
had to write. 1In making application for a renewal of my
fellowship I understood that the chances of its approval
were limited and I was prepared, therefore, for the decision.

I have made plans to go to Troy State Teachers College for
the summer where I will participate in the teaching of &
coursse on Ccntemporary FProblems, I accepted the opportunity
to go there for two reasons: First, Mr. C. B. Smith, who

has been President of the college for a yeur, was formerly
the director of the curriculum revision prosram being put
into effect in Alabama., He 1s carrying this idea over into
teacher-training and is doing a significant job of re-directing
education and adapting it to the State's needs, Second, I
believe that the opportunity to come in direct contact with
numbers of people from farms and small towns will be an
education for me,

I have not decided definitely what I will be doing beginning
in September, although I am not worried about getting & job.
My difficulty is in finding a spot where I can make effective
use of what 1 have learned here, T.iere is a possibility

that I will fill in as assistant editor of one of the Bir-
mingham papers for nine months,

Whatever I do either in the near or distant future the year
ave spent here nas been of immeasurable value to me,
I have not given up by any means the hope that a4t some future
date the Fund will see fit to make it possible for me to
return for another year of study. I presume that permanent
files of application materials are kept on hand, but if this
is not the customary practice 1 would appreciate it if you
will make it a point to keep mine.

I want to thank. you for your personal as well as official
interest in me., I will keep you posted from time to time

‘ = - :
45




GOULD BEECH

as to my whereabouts so that if your travels cross that way
we can get together for a talk,

Yours truly,

Nl Doy




FELLOWSHIPS

Harch 17, 1938

Desr Hr. Beaghj At the vecent meoting of cur Fellowship

Committee I asmkad that I be allowed to
inforn our fellows who are requesting ranewals of the ac-
tion of the Committes as soon as definite decision was
pade, I am sorry te inform you that the Commitiee wasz
unable to act favorably upon your request, and although
no formal announcement of our grants will bs nade until
the latter part of April, I think that this confidential
infornztion regarding the sction in your ease will help
you to make your plans for next year.

The task of the Commities wac even more
diffienlt than last yesr. In sddition to =z hos* of new
applications of a superior quality there were many requests
for renewals.

The Committee was delizhtad with the re-
porte which it has received sbout you and your work and
regrets that it can noi substantiate its interest by &
renawal of your fellowship. I wish to assure you of our
contimed interest in your career, and hope that we may
hesar from you from tine to time.

Sincerely yours
RPeHLU RaymonD R. Pary
Mr. Gould . Beech

301 Pritchard Avenus
Chapel Hill, North Carclina




FELLOWSHIPS

March 8, 1938

Dear lir Beecht} Enclosed you will find a

check for the adéitional
$50 requested in your recent letier. For your
informetion, payments totalling $1,200 have been
sent to you as follows:

ﬁuﬁmt 9, 1957 ----- %00-00
September 30, 1937 - - - 100.00
Oetober 11, 1937 - — - - 100.00

Uctober 29, 1937 - - - = 100.00
November 30, 1957 - - - - 150.00
December 16, 1937 - - - - 100.00
Janusry 31, 1938 - - - - 100.00
February &8, 1336 - - - - 100.00
March 7, 1938 (Eanclosed) __50.00

$1,200.00

The additicnal £300 due on
your grant will be senl to yocu im the following
amounts on the dates shown bglo'.

April 1, 1988 - -~ - - - $100.00
Moy b, J0BB « o o ivmm 100.00
Juns 1, 1088 « v« - _100.00

$300.00

Very truly yours,

DE: AM DoroTHY A. ELviDeE
Hr. Geuld M. Beech

801 Pritchard Avenue

Chapel Hill, North Carolins



Julius RosenwaldFEupt WICHIPQ
4901 Ellis Avenue | b ' O VYO H EPC’
CHICAGO
To Payment Voucher No. 409

Mr. Guld M, Beech
e Date March 7, 1938

801 Pritchard ivenve

Chapel Hill, North Carollns

Ninth peyment on fellowship granted 4/15/87 = = = « « = =« = = = - - $80,00
Ck.#1959
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships S6-31lA $50.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by

AM ' Comptroller




cLLOWSHIPS

GOULD BEECH
CHAPEL HILL,N.C,

iy 3/ o4 3/¢ |

]
Miss Dorothy A, Elvidge
Comptroller

Julius HRosenwald Fund GBS -
4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago, Ill. }//i/} ¢

Dear iiss Elvidge:

1 was under the impression that the schedule of payments on
my fellowship called for 3150 on iarch 1, but evidently I
specified April 1, lould it be convenient to forward me
the additional 350 at this time and make the April 1 check
31007

If this is possible it will be very helpful as 1 plan to
make a trip to Alabama during the spring holidays which

are to begin in about 10 days.

I thank you for the most satisfactory menner in which the
payments have been handled.

Yours truly,

el Beeal

'
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ZCUSS OF SERVICE DESIRE]

DOMESTIC CABLE

TELEGRAM FULL RATE
ACCT'G INFMN.

DAY LETTER DEFERRED
NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LETTER

NIGHT SHIP

LETTER RADIOGRAM| TIME FILED
Patrons should check class of service
desired; otherwise will be

transmitted as a foll-rate r

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMEB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER
_un.'.mﬁrm. / PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN ©F THE BOARD FIRST VICE: NT

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

I
LOWSHIPS

g
i i Ky i
Mr. Raymond Paty
Chicago Illinois March 3, 1938
I concur in recommendation of colleagues commending Gould Beech highly

for his work and promise. So far as I know there is unanimous agree-
ment another year would mature him admirably for his best work.

Howard Odum

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE



Julius Rosenwald F und

4901 Ellis Avenue _ 11 i o
CHICAGO 1 OWSHIPS
To Payment Voucher No. gnee

Peabruary 28, 1978
501 Pritcherd ivenue

Chapel Hi1ll, North Carolins

Lzhwh payment on fellowship granted 4/18/77 - = « = « v « = = = = = 8100,00

Ck.F12178

Accounts : Appropriation No. Debit Credit
T™ite Scuthern Fellowshipe 26-F1A $100.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
M
3 Comptroller




To

Hr. Gould M, Beech

J uiius

L
301 Pritchard Avenue

Chapel Hill, Horth Carolins

Rosenwald F und

4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO N i Y
Payment Voucher No. gzog

{ ]
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January l4, 1937
Chapel Hill, N.C.

Julius Hosenwald I'und
Fellowship Committee
4901 Ellise Avenue
Chicago, Ill,

Dear Sirs:

Enclosed is my application for a second fellowship, together
with a preliminary report of my work for the present year.
I apologize for the length of the material submitted.

I understand that resources available for fellowships are
limited and a request for an additional period of study is in
conflict with the aim to provide opportunity for advanced study
to the largest number of individuals possible. 1In considering
this second application I trust that the committee will not
look upon a first favor as an obligation to bestow a second.
The opportunity to study here for a year has been of immense
value to me and I am determined that it shall be reflected in

a greater measure of service to the South,

negardless of whether this second application is granted I

intend to continue to work along the lines contemplated in the
accompanying plan. The advantage of a second fellowship period
would be that 1 would be able to continue formal study for a

time and would be located where library facilities are available.
Not only would I have & sounder basis, but I feel that progress
along the lines contemplated would be accelerated.

My own experience has convinced me that advanced study for
newspapermen with a background of practical experience 1s most
valuable. I believe it would be worth while for the committee

to give special consideration to applications of other newspaper-
mén who are interested in equipping themselves to deal more
effectively with Southern problems.

In regard to the request that I submit the names of persons
under whom I have worked I suggest Dr. Howard Odum, Dr. Guy (/%) /
Johnson and Dr. lee ii, Brooks, For an estimate of "tne value N
of the study outlined in the accompapying plan of work the '
committee may be interested in the opinion of Gerald Johnson

of The Baltimore Evening Sun. I am not acquainted personally
with lr, Johnson and have had no connection with him, lowever,

as a former head of the Department of Journalism here, as an
outstanding newspapermén and one who has a grasp of the present
situation in the South, he should be well qualified to judge.

The amount requested from the Fund: $1500.

Yoursﬂtruly,
)l 13 e cci
Gould Beech

\/



-January 4, 1938

Dear Mr. Beech: Al though our fellowships are nor-

mally for one year, our Fellowship
Committee will consider renewals in exceptionsl cases,
In applying for a renewal, please submit the following
information to us before February 1, 12782

A. A statement containing (1) a preliminary
report of the work that has been accom-
plished during the tenure of your fellow-
ship, (2) a plan of work for the ensuing
yeur. (Please submit five copies of
this statement).

B. The names of two or three people under
whom you have worked during your Fund
fellowship,

Ce The amount requested from the Fund.
Upon the receipt of the above in-

formation, I shall be glad to present your renewal of
a grant to the Committee,

Very truly yours,
Raymonp R. Paty
RP¥0S

#r. Bould Beech
Vers of Hor lina
Chapel Hill



Julius Rosenwald Fundf"" ~A QLD
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FORM 122

Julius Rosenwald Fund

To
Mr, Gould M, Becch

801 Pritchard Avenue
Chapel Hill, North Csreoline

LRI B

i Elszln\hf'v} i O

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO
Payment Voucher No. 8880

Date '““bfr 50’ 1937

Fifth peyment on fellowship grented 4/15/87 = = = = = = = = = = ~ - §150.00
Ck.#12608
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit

White Southern Fellowships

36-214 $150.00

Prepared by Checked by Posted by

Comptroller
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FELLOWSH

November 22, 1927

Dear ¥r. Beech: It is good to hear of your work at
Chapel Hill, and we are delighted to
know that you feel that the sxperiences there are just
what you had hoped for. Tae University of liortn Carolina
is becoming increasingly significant as a central labora-
tory for ithe Soutnern Regions, and we are glad that a
pumber of our Pellows are there. Although each Fellow
is engaged in a study along ths lines of his own interest
the group as & whole possesses a common interest, the
development of the South. It i3 gratifying that a
patural association of our people is coming about since
this provides an exchange of ideas and experiences as
valusble as ths work sach is doing on his own probleu.

I plan to be in Chapel Hill at some
time during the school year, but it may be that my visit
will be delayed until later in the winter. Thank you for
the invitation. 1 shall certainly accept and am looking
forward to the visit with all of you.

My warmest regards to you and Mrs. Beech.

Sincerely yours,

Raymono R. Pary




|

| A

Nojembet 21, 1957

FEH OMWSHIPSL 1

I am happy to report that we sre congenially

i |

I ———

Dear lMr. faty:

situated here, and I have found unlimited oppertunity for
study and work along the lines contemplated in my application.
The University surpasses all of my expectations.

As 1 become more familar with the contribution
the academic world is making to Southern life I am convinced
that there will be an ever-broadening fisld for interpreting
and disseminating technical information., Whatever service
I may be able to perform in that direction will be increased
two-fold by the opportunity the Rosénwald Fund has made
" possible,

I understand that Mr. Odum has forwarded to
ilr. Embree a memorandum I prepared on Gerald Johnson's

The Wasted Land and its significance as an interpretation

of The Southern Regiocns.

As you know there are 8ix kKosenwald Pellows who
are working in this immediate vicinity--Mrs. Hagood, Miss Mell,
Govan, Cgfgééhfﬁalker and myself. I have been fortunate in
becoming acquainted with all of them=--in fact Miss Mell lives
in the same home where we have an apartment. A few nights

apo I attended a seminar st Duke where Walker and “oleman |

made a progress report on their project. Since there havpens

= W = o
‘ W & | W4
J /tll \\E‘ B 4 |
i N
o idy B ,// J |




(5 -
GOULD BEECH
CHAPEL HILL,N.C,

to be such & number of us here we hope you will find it

convenient to visit uns soon. Perhaps you can bring Mr. Embree

with you.
Mary joins me in sending you best regards and

extending an invitation for you to have dinner with us vhen

you do come.
Sincerely yours,

Gt G

Mr. Raymond Paty
Chicago, Illinois
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Julius Rosenwald Fu P
4901 Ellis Avenue i—- ML-* WWortirs
CHICAGO
To Payment Voucher No. 5647
Mr. Gould M. Beech
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RPN Julius Rosenwald Fund
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GOULD BEECH

CHAPEL HILL.N.C, [— ‘- : \ % i .
ELLOWSHIF

(o
W

Sept. 7, 1937

A D KJ% lo /34
Julius Rosenwald Fund /| | | | - f

4901 Ellis Avenue =1 f | j o
chicago, Illinois [ . . {

Attn: Controller'!s Department
Dear Sirs:

- I am enclosing a receipt for fees paid for
the first quarter. I understand that I am going to
be given an exemption on out-of-State and certain
other tuition fees. The enclosed is for the balance
due for the quarter if I receive these exemptions.

In the schedule of payments I submitted
I specified that I would like to set aside $100 to
be palid to me on request. I believe that it would

- be advisable for me to deposit that amount with the

bank here in case of immediate needs, and I would
appreciate it if you would send me & check fmmumininmin
at your convenience.

Yours truly,




UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 0? A
JL‘ CASHIER'S AUDITED RECEIVABLES l7
"
.. p” N
1 W
" [ -4_(/ /./r ;, 'é ‘
RECEIVED OF CFCrs & Yecive - S Puech -

DATE EXPLANATION CREDIT BA;:J:“ ACCT. NOY,
s0- & 37 Tex Cocet e od ',
LA
10M M.37 TV S - ~

0.P. 13876

/’f r - 6;/(4' AL~



FELLOWSHIPS

August 10, 1937

Dear Mr. Beech: Your letter to Mr. Paty has been
referred to me in Misg Elvidge's
absence from the city. I see no reason why the sched-
ule of payments e&s outlined by you siould mot be satis-
factory. It is our custom to pey tuitiom direct to the
ingstitution where & Fellow is studying and the remainder
of the grant in monthly instalments, but your sehedule
has been worked out so cerefully that if you will send
us your receipted bills showing tuition psyments made
to the University I am sure it will be 21l we shall need
for our files.
Encloged you will find our check for

$400 representing the first psyment on your fellowship

grant.

Very truly youras,

Assistant Comptroller

e TN
ﬂ\’:ﬂ



FORM 122

Julius Rosenwald .Fmid
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CHICAGO

LLOWSHIPS

To
M:». Gould Beech
R i AN S S R B

The Montgomery Advertiser

Hontgomery, Alabama

Payment Voucher No. #o¢0

Date  pugust 8§, 1987

First payment on fellowship granted 4/16/87 = =« = = « « c v = = =« £400.00

Ck .$3960
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
¥hite Southsrn Fellowships 36-318 $400.00

Prepared by Checked by Posted by

Al

Comptroller




R.F. HUDSON,

THE ADVERTISER CO.
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

PROPRIETORS

FELLOWSHIPS ",
e Montgomery Advertiser

CONSTRUCTIVE FEARLESS INDEPENDENT

ESTABLISHED |828 MONTGOMERY’ ALa.

Dear Mr., Paty:

- —

I have not been able to go to Chapel
Hill to make final arrangements for my courses,
but plan to do so within a week or two. Meanwhile
we are making preparations for packing, moving and
renting a house,

I am enclosing a schedule of payments.
If for any reason it does not conform to the
requirements or convenience of the Fund, please
notify me.

As the time nears to leave I am becoming
more and more enthusiastic over the opportunity.

Yours tmly,

73l 7 oec A

Gould Beech



ESTABLISHED 1828

R.F. HUDSON,
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

THE ADVERTISER CO.
PROPRIETORS

The Montgomery Adverliser

CONSTRUCTIVE FEARLESS INDEPENDENT

MoNTGOMERY, ALA.

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago, Ill.

Dear Sirs:

August 6, 1937

I submit the following schedule of payments
on fellowship awarded me for 1937-38 for your approval:

$400.
100.
100.
150.
100.
100.
100.
150.
100.
100.
100.
$1500.

At an early date,
October 1
November 1
December 1
January 1
Febuary 1
March 1
April 1
May 1
June 1

On request

Total

Yours truly,

bl X2 ce X

ould Beech



\\

AQAOLARS

June 10, 1937

Dear Mr. Beech: Upon my return to the office
yesterday I found your lstter
of ¥ay 9. We have no suggestions regarding your
work other than those I made to you at the conference
we had in April. We should appreciate hearing from
you after you have made your arrangsments at the
University of North Carolina, both as to the work
you will do and the way in which you would like to

have your fellowship payments made.

Very truly yours,
RPHILU Ravuonn R PATY

Mr. Gould ¥. Beech
Mon
Montgomery, Alabama



R.F. HUDSOMN,

ADVERTISER CO
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

PROPRIETORS

w\wﬁf"“‘?

Chr Montgomery Adveriiser

CONSTRUCTIVE FEARLESS INDEPENDENT

e 1 )
ESTABLISHED 1828 MoNTGOMERY, ALA.
! 9, 1937
LA e
g /h’ s /2 |

Mr. Raymond Paty Fo—— > =
Director of Fellowships | / _ '
Julius Rosenwald Fund prosse_se o if 2
4901 Ellis Avenue e .8 = s
Chicago, Ill. . f

_""‘-'!-...\ Nl o4 o !
Dear Mr, Paty: Nr

ﬂf It occurred to me that transcripts of

_ ™ my college record might still be on file in your
{ l-%/’ office. 4&s I remember it, four or five ccples were
' gsent with my application. If possible I would like

AN _\H
~ = 15 to have one copy sent to the registrar of the
WAl University of North Carolina and snother sent to me.
' o

I plan to go to Chapel Hill in about
two weeks to plan my course, and particularly to
arrange, if possible, to take elementary courses
in sociology by correspondence in order to fulfill
requirements for a Master's degree,

If I had copies of the transeript
avallable at that time it would be a help to me
and save me the expense of having othere prepared.

In case it is inconvenient or in case
the coples have immmm not been preserved, I can make
other arrangements easily.

I am looking forward with increasing
enthusiasm to the opportunity to study next year
at Chapel Hill., Between now and September I hope
to make every possible preparation that gives promise
of adding to the effectiveness of my study there.

In the letter notifying me of the award
you mentioned the fact that the committee would have
suggestions to offer in connection with my period of
study. I do not plen to outliremy course definitely
in the near future, and will be anxiops W receive
sny suggesetions the members of thescom:itiee may have
to offer at any time in the summer when convenient.




R.F. HUDSON, THE ADVERTISER CO
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER PROPRIETORS

Chr Montgomery Adveriiser

CONSTRUCTIVE FEARLESS INDEPENDENT

ESTABLISHED |828

MoNTGOMERY, ALA.

It is possible that you or some of the
members of the committee may be in this section
curing the summer, If so, plecase rotify me as

I would like tc try to arrange to see you, or them,
personslly.

Yours truly,

Gould Beech



R.F. HUDSON,

THE ADVERTISER CO
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

PROPRICTORS

FEL. 2 oinpe

h—.——\_li.vlil o

Che Montgomery Advertiser

CONSTRUCTIVE FEARLESS INDEPENDENT

ESTABLISHED I828 MoNTGOMERY, ALA.

April 20, 1937

Mr. Raymond Paty
Director of Fellowships
Juliue Rosenwald Fund
4201 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, I1l.

Dear Mr, Paty:

This is to notify your committee of
my acceptance of the fellowship granted me.

I also wish to express my appreciation
to the committee for the trust it has placed in
ne, and to the Rosenwald Fund which has made the
fellowship possible. I pledge myself to make t}e
most of the fellowship, both for the period of

duration and afterwards, in carrying out the
objectives for which it is grantedl

_u.’

I will be glad to receive any suggegtlﬂnu

the committee may have for inereasing the effectivent

of my period of study at the University of North
Carolina,

Sincerely yours,

éﬁj:*lt(Zeréa;cJQK(
Gould Beech

—

-



EVENING-MORNING - SUNDAY

Mr,Raymond Paty
4901 Fllis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois.

you

VICTOR H.HANSOCN
CHAIRMAN OF THE B0OARD

in

JOHN C.CLARK,

’\ ?C‘ JETREAS.

b IR e ‘ C f\‘ A r
Fa

AR 31;113

THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS CO,,
EROPRIETORS

The Birmingham News
THE BIRMINGHAM AGE-HERALD

THE SouTH's GREATEST NEWSPAPERS

BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
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sed that my young friend Gould Beech,

Rosenwald fellowship to take advanced

vour capacity as Director of
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writers,
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i UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA

UNIVERSITY, ALABAMA
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
Edwin R. Embree J.C. Dixon

President 4901 Ellis Avenue Director For Rural Education
Margaret S.Simon CHICAGO M. 0. Bousfield, M.D.
Secretar Director for Negro Health
g March 6, 1937 leatedd 9
D.A.Elvidge Raymond Paty
Comptroller Director for Fellowships

The Fellowship Committee would like to have from
each candidate a suggested budget for the proposed period of
study. Please fill in the following form (or alter it to fit
your needs) and return this sheet to Raymond Paty, Director for
Fellowships, at your earliest convenience.

For nine months

Room &nd board L L B B B O B B B AR O $6¢0.

Clothing L I O B B BN B R B B BB B R BN BB BB E‘O'

Insurance L B B B AN B O B B O B B 84.

Tultion sesssrsanassnisrasanrenen ?47.

Books-l...'..'lD-Cl“...IIUl..I.‘ 35.

Transportation secccscessscncssses 100,

Miscellaneous secessscesesossvees 150,

Total .for. nine months..o..... 1336
Total for three months

Total ameunt needed ﬂg786
Amount applicant can provide ..., lone

Amount requested from Fund ...... $ 1,786

Gkt . h3eceed

Siéﬁatura of applicant

Gould liean Beech
19 Earl Place
Montgomery, Alabama

Three months Summer school or travel, estimgfed...$480 (optional)



R.F. HUDSOMN.

- THE ADVERTISER CO.
FPRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

PROPRIETORS

Che AHontgomerp Advertiser

CONSTRUCTIVE FEARLESS INDEPENDENT

ESTABLISHED |828 MONTGOMERY’ ALA'

March 11, 1937

Fellowship “ommittee
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Sirss

The accompany estimate of expenses is
based on figures included in the University of North
Carolina catalogue.

I have included in the mh itemized account
estimates for the nine months period only. The
additional amount estimated for attendance at both
Summer sessions or three months of travel is optional
with the committee.

Although I specified that I am not in a
position to provide any portion of the needed amount,
it is possible that I could borrow a nominal portion
of it,

Yours truly,

W, Pree &

Gould Beech



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO
. A : ; ;
(A \ \ Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship
Name of Candidate Gould M. Beech
Report Requested of Dr. George H. Denny &

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. A statement of the candidate’s plan of work is attached.. Please return it with

your statement. NOT ENCLOSED

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant’s abilities and personal
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great
assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large
number of candidates who apply for grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. Ve,

(-d. { L v &
Dlrectdr for Fellowslnps /

REPORT
Mr. Raymond Paty,
4901 Ellis Avenus,
Chicego, Illinois.
My dear Mr. Paty: e
e
We recall Mr. Gould !, Beech as a extra-ordinarily
promising young man.
(e
You will have from others statement concerning his
career, which we consider rather extra-ordinary.
I shall not undertake in this letter to enymerate lMr. Beech's
hﬁﬂstrong points. You will have from others stateme oncerning his
e r@cholarship and general and special abilities.
x,..qu_ I must, however, add a word regarding Mr. Besch's unusual
‘ OVER




personality and open-mindedness and character as a man., He has al-
ready had good training, but he realizes the necessity for getting
training along special lines, and I know of no one who would make bet-
ter use of it,

As you know, Mr, Beech is no®’Assistant Editor of the Mont-
gomery Advertiser , one of the leading newspapers of the Southeast,
The Editor-in-chkef of the Advertiser, Grover C. Hall, was talking to
me recently about Mr, Beech. He is delighted with his work on the
Advertiser. He greatly desires him to continue his servicas.

It seems to me entirely to Iir. Beech's orsdit that under the
circumstanoes he is willing to go out and get broader training and fit
himself for a higher career,

Mr. Beech went directly from us to the Advertiser, and we
have felt very proud of the work that he has done and the position he

has taken among the promising editors of the state. We commend him
to you,

Fai lly yours,

(/i
Zna.no ellor,

GHD:P =

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? g{

/é 4 M o
2 Aol ;’;@ -
Signed __,.—-—-*—‘ Z% ]

Position or T1tiz
Address ﬂ
Date MZ(‘A‘{/???

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.)




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Gould Means Beech
Name of Candidate

Report Requested of ___Grover C. Hall

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name

as a reference. A statement of the candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with
NOT ENCLOSED
your statement.

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant’s abilities and personal
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great
assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large
number of candidates who apply for grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. )
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

~ 9 T3 ' 1 s e
'__'__ - 4 i " Le

Signed %@h J/VZLL/
Position or Tltle _MM? //)Wﬂ‘f"/') 49}—&/’7&52/\
Address M 7 /74’(%’7/4 Q’C&\

Date",{/m:zz%%l {7 7

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.)



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate___ Mr. Gould M. Beech

Report Requested of___Mr. James E. Chappell

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name

as a reference. A statement of the candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with
NOT ENCLOSED
your statement.

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant’s abilities and personal
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great
assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large
number of candidates who apply for grants.

%
i

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. _ 7

78 | R &
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Director for Fellowships

REPORT
Mr. Gould Beech, of the Montgomery (Alabema) Advertiser, is a particularly
bright young man of fine character, who is deeply interested in economic and
sccial problems. Not being familiar with what work he has in mind, I am umable
to go further than to commend him to your favorable attention as being worthy of
every confidence; that he will take full advantage of any opportunities that you

may see fit to give him,

OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed

Position%r itle.  _President and éenere.l Manaper of The Birmincham News & Are=Herald

Address Birmminghem, Alabama

Date ﬂax_'ch 3, 1937

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.)



} JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate_ Gould M. Beech

Report Requested of ___ Harry M. Ayers L8 L

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name

as a reference. A statement of the candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with
your statement. NOT ENCLOSED

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant’s abilities and personal
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great
assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large
number of candidates who apply for grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

7 o
, \ Catrr s X V44
\ \ Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Mr. Beech came to us from the University of Alsbama, where he had been editor
of the college weekly and during his apprenticeship here he did excellent work.
We were pleased to recomuend him for the position he now is holding as associate
editor of The lMontgomery Advertiser.,

Mr. Beech is very ambitious and is & hard worker. He has a pleasing personality
and makes contacts readily. In addition, he is a student and we believe that

he is capable of advancing in his chosen profession, He is fortunate in that

he married a young woman of fine character, who will be helpful to him in his
profession, 2s she also has a studious turn cof mind. He is liberal in his atti-
tudes and I have been very much impressed with his intelligent approach to
public questions that have arisen in this state and in the nation in recent
yearse

OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed ﬁ"‘( W 5 i
Position or Title. &1) ““‘44‘&* - db Mf

Address ._ (loiriloe , s .

Date ‘j“j' 4% ]

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.)




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Gould Means Beech

Report anuested ot Dr. F.__I_J. Patterson

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. A statement of the candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with
your statement. NOT ENCLOSED

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant’s abilities and personal
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great
assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large
number of candidates who apply for grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

7

‘}..«A, L f:'%(_, (_.:;_;'('.Jﬁ Ly
Direétor for Fellowships

REPORT

0]

OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed r:\ Na&:QRJ\ ¥

Position or Title

Address uskegoe Institute,

Date JiaTrchi@, 1937

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. )



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate__ Mr. Gould Beech === = . e o

Report Requested of  Dr. Guy Johnson, University of North Carolina

_Chapel Hill

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. A statement of the candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with
your statement.

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant’s abilities and personal
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this i lnquu'y will m
assistance in allowin ing the Fellowship Committee sufficient tim J&mm uate reyiew. of th
number of candldates wBo apply for grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

In briet, | wish to say that | think Mr, Beech is
a very able man, thet he works hard, and thet he
believes firmly in what he is trying to do, | am
inclined to think thet he is an exceptional case
and would justify further support, He has already
shown talent in editorial work, but he would be of
much larger service in that field if he has an op=-
portunity to reach maturity in his social science
training.

The plan of work which Mr, Beech has submittted seems
to me to be well adapted to his aims and needs, Since
he expects to work later in the South, | believe he
should concentrate on that phase of his progrem which
has to do with finding out just where and how he could
best make a contribution to the socidl 4ntelligence of
the Southern newspaper, A

OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

yes

Signed.

Positi Titl earch Associate & Associate Prof, of Sociology
osition or Title 4 =S el NSO,

Addvess University of North Carolina
— Date

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4501 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Iilinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.)



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate. _ Mr. Gould Beech

n 1 2 od 4y J ++ MNa ina
Report Requested of DT+ Lee M. Brooks, University of North Carolina

Chapel Hill

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. A statement of the candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with
your statement.

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant’s abilities and personal
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great

- ) , & F ST R R R ST R e 2 -
assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large
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number of candidates who apply for grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT
Chapel Hill, N.C. February 12, 1938

Julius Rosenwald fumnd ,
4901 Ellis Ave. Chicago

Gentlenen:

It has been a pleasure to read over the statement by
Mr. Gould Beech regarding his vision and program pertaining to
the newspaper in modern society. I have talked with him at various
times on this subject and on related subjects. Always I have been
impr essed with his maturity of grasp, his anslytic powers, and his
remarkably wide base of knowledge. Though he has been with us
only half of an acad emic year he has already established for himself
an enviable recputation for cogency of thinking. I look for him to
be a real leader in thought and well-tempered action in the South.
I know of no one who gives more promise in bringing about a new
social-responsibility emphasi s in the field of modern journelism.
As indicabed in his statement he sees the weaknesses in the pregent
si tuat ion and, as mearly as anyone can, the possibilities of a new

day in newspaper functioning. OVER




In laying the founda tion for the sort of task he envisions,
he has been energetic in his studies; is one of the clearest thinkers,
one of the best siftersof values, I have ever had in my classes.
Personally, I covet far him every epportunity to go ahega.d
with his work, but more then fa the sstisfactions comected with my
personal admiration of him, I erave for the South and the Nation
that he may be encouraged to go on and on toward the goal which he
and the (too) few of his type are striving to achievs.

In this project he has my unqualified endorsement.

Sinceraely yo s

Lee . Brooks

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

I have seen not the slightest indication of any hindrance. He

rates of the highest in personal charm, dignity, mental powers, and
all the I‘eBt.

Signed____éf.c._qg&. 0% /gi—ﬂ:’éd

Position or Title 2 Z‘.W r—'c::/& /,—O-L-au/ . @//C,*T—A—f’éc-(

-BaEne ST 4
Address \.%Gﬁf( 7774{/( . }l . @ ; :

8
- ol -l ol Date * dw"?_/)’, /43 f

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is: enclosed.)




Gould Beech
Chapel Hill, N. C. e—

DSENWALD FUND

PRELIMINARY REPORT ON FELLOWSHIP 1937-38

During the first quarter I have concentrated on familarizing
myself with the nature of contemporary Southern problems. A
statement of my course of study will serve to illust;ate the
approach. I was enrolled in courses on the lNegro, the Labor
Problem and The Southern kegions.

The first of these, under Prof,., Guy Johnson, included a
consideration of the background of the Negro in america--slavery,
freedom, and present status. It also included an analysis of the
activities of the various organizations and agencies seeking
adjustments which would enable the négro to make a greater con-
tribution to his own welfare and that of the community.

In prof. Harry D. liolf's course on the Labor Problem, to-
gether with parallsl reading, I have endeavored to gain an
understanding of labor theory, and the efforts of government,
the employer and employees to improve the welfare of labor. In
this connection I have been interested particularly in the nature
of the problem in the Southeast,

The third course in which I was enrolled, The Southern Regions
under rrof. Lee Brooks, afforded an opportunity to learn something
of the South, its economic, social and political problems and its

capacities, The detailed study of The Southern Regions, which was

the text for the course, provided a means of becoming familar with
this regigél inventory as a permenent source book.

In addition to the course in which I was enrolled for credit,
1 audited Prof. Odum's cocurse on Methods in Soc;ai Research and

have been in constant contact with him as en adi.sdr.



During the present quarter I am taking Southern History
1877-1957, Statistics and General Soclology. 1In the course on
southern History I plan to concentrate on the influence of the
newspaper.,

I have not confined my interests to class-work, but have
done considerable reading along lines that promised a better
insight into the particular problems in which I am interested,
I have done some writing. In this connection I am enclosing
copies of two articles: One, which appeared in the Carolina

Magazine, on Gerald Johnson's The Wasted Land; +the other, which

was rele:sed by the Southern Newspaper Syndicate, on the possibility
of re-directing the approach of the tenancy program of the Farm
Security Administration., I have spent some time, through personal
correspondence and otherwise, in an endeavor to get others interested

in the widespread distribution of The Wasted Land, believing it

to be valuable as a clear, readable interpretation of the Southeast's
problems.

1 have mmlm attempted to apportion my time between class work,
contacts with the Yniversity as a whole and contacts with the
non-academic world in such a manner as to get the most out of

the opportunity to come here.



FLAN OF WORK

The aim of the plan of work for the period of the Fellowship
1 now hold was: To prepare myself as an individual to utilize
the contributions of sociology and economics as an editorial
writer,

The present plan of work conteuwplates an extension of this
objective: To study the possivility ol developing new teciiniques
for utilizing tle social sciences tarougn i terprstetion by tae
newspaper in general,

For the purposes of this outline the subject may be divided
as follows:

L. The background of the newspaper as a social instrument
in the Socutheast.

1I. The southeastern newspaper's potentialities for more
effective service. The possibility for a more effective relation-
ship between the newspaper, as the chief source of public infor-
mation, and the university as tine primary source of research in
sociology, economics, education and political science.

1I1. as a corollary, the department and school of journalism
and its function as a connecting link between the social sciences
and the newspaper.

IV. Objectives and approach.

In the following 4+ have attempted to draw gp a general state-
ment of the problem and to give x more of an attitude of approach
ratner than a specific methodology. +‘his has been necessar; for two
reasons, rirst, the limited tiue available for preparation.
this SéQQﬁﬁ:pna;;-of!tus
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Second, in the months remaininpg before
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work would be undertaken, 1 plan to continue prepar:tion for it
and will have developed a more specific approach., \here 1 have
expressed opinions that are open to question, I hope they will
not be taken as conclusive but will be accepted as tentative for

the purpose of tnis outline.

I

Studies of the newspaper's role in socliety are limited.

This is particularly true of the news paper in the =outheast,
aveilable material belng confined for the most part to & few
quantitative studles and to historical material of a general
nature. Any determination of the newspaper'!s potentislities must
necessarily be prefaced with a znowledge of its function in the
past.

In the Southeast "personal journalism" prevails to a greater
degree than in the rest of the country, although here, too, it has
been on the decline, The emphasis upon editorial opinion heas
undergone a parallel decline, but personal opinion in the newspaper
is still in demand as evidenced by the widespread popularity of the
signed column. 1t is possible that the declining interest in the
editorial is due more to a change i.. the diresction and quality of
editorials, rather than to a chanpge in the tastes of the publiec.

The phenomenal rise of the national syndicate and the in=-
creasing development of the major press services, together with tlie
i provement in the methods of pilcture transmission and reproduc-
tion, holds a threat to the community-character of the newspaper
and to its influsnce in local and ataté_gffaifsg_fihe'ﬁéﬁspwper

A

of 30,000 circulation ca. provide its readers with the daily
| il



columns of two or threse of tne nation's outstanding commentators

for less than the salary of its office boy. Syndicated cartoons,
valuable as circulation bullders, usually occupy more space than all
of the loccally rrepared materiul coubined. The major press services
provide an abundance of material gathered from all over the world,
and the increased interest in pictures adds to the premium on

space. Under such @gircumstances fluctuation in the price of news-
print has become a factor of considerable social significance.

I am interested in studying these various factors from the
viewpoint of the sociologist primarily, using the historical
approach. The newspaper as an institution cannot be isolated
coupletely from its community for the purpose of analysis. MNuch
is yet to be learned of the influence and counter-inf.iuence of
each upon the other.

This phase of the study is concerned with the question of
interpreting the newspaper to the social sciences,

IT

Although significant progress has been made in the study of
the Southeast's pressing economic, social and political probleus
the difficulty of resaching the puplic through the newspaper re-
mains, In the physical sciences the major press ssrvices have
baen active in:%erpreting dqvelopments to the puvlic. Science
Service, through itgsyndicated material, is providing additional
materials. Editorial Reassarch Reports, whicli provides a service
for patnering and interpreting economic and governmental data,
has not been subscribed to by many papers in thq;ﬁouthﬁast.

Material is available which would eadito g{?@der understand=



ing of such provlems as freight-rate differentials, wage differen-
tials, labor legislation, farm tenancy, cotton economics, labor
relations, race relations, regional planning, etc. However, there
are few men who are capable of interpreting such information to
the public.

One of the most successful efforts to meke available the re-
sults of economic=-social-civic studies has bpeen the Univsersity
News-Lettar of the Department of sural Soclal-Economics of the
University of liorth Carolina. Few other universities have been
successful in providing sim.lar material available for swe publi-
cation in their respective states., MNone provide material that
is regional in scope.

It is only througih the substitution oif a factual, unemotionsal
approach for the biased, emotional approach that the South will
find a way out of its difficulties. It is the ﬁniversity that 1is
leading the way in this respect. |

This phese of the study is concerned witih the practical pessi-
bility of interpreting the contributions of the social sciences,
and in makiéng them more readily available for the use of the

newspapers.,

I1I
Although journalism is an old profession, older than the
United States, specialized educétion in journalism 1s a recent
development --the first professional school dating from 1908.
Today, although schools and departments of journalism &re numer-
ous, the weight of opinion is to the e?fact tnat i &eneral'tney

should be classified as uUrade, rather tuau |as ur?fesslonal ihial




view is Dorne out by the fact Lhat ii 1956 only two doctorate
degrees in journalism were awarded in the United States, while the
number of M.A.'s, including Columbia's 59, was 80.1

In the Southeast there are sceveu departments of journalism
with two universities haveing schools listed. 1In 1936 they granted
only two M.A.'s in journalism, However, 119 A.B.!'s were awarded
in that year, and 442 students were classified as "professional',

Inc luding professional, pre-professional, those taking courses iﬁ
schools which did not have departmernts and those classified as
miscellaneous, the total number of students was 2,110, ILstimating
professionals, pre-professiounals and oue=-tuird of those takiug
courses in collgges not having departments, it appears that at
least 1,000 students intended to go into newspaper work.

The bulk of tnis training, judging from the curriculums and
personal experience, is in the mechanics of jrurnalism--copy-reading,
newswriting, headlines, etc. While uost universitles 1. the South-
east offer courses in/g?gtory of journalism, little attention is
given to the newspaper's function in society, the etliics of the
newspaper iun practice and theory and courses designed to give
the student & conception of the soclal aspects of journalism &as a
profession, (A parallel is found in those law sciiools whici em=
phasize the case study avproach withh scant attention to 00ncepts‘16
justice and the broader aspects of jurisprudence.)

The programs of study for undergraduates include requirements

for courses in "such subjects as history, economics, government,

— e — |

1., Note: All the figures given are frou EﬁitogigxPublishar's

Newspaper Yearbook for 1937, the only LOHPOG réﬁﬁil‘ svailable.




and politics, sociology, literature and language, natural sciemnce,
psychology and philosoph.y“.2 Within this field, however, it has
been difficult to mold a "broad background" without running into
the danger of allowing the student to escape with a superficial
hodge-podge of credits in discounected and unrelated courses.

Thus far, journalism education has not been entirely safis-
factory to the student, the university which has a department or
school, or to the newspaper. It 1s still in & period of adjust-
ment .,

A number of handicaps have retarded adjustments. The under-
graduate who preparss for the broad field of journalism does not
know whic task he is fitting himself for specifically. I1f he
knew thiat he was destined to become a dramatic critic he could
take courses in the Victorian Drama and chakespeare, but at that
period in his career it is just as likely that he will become a
labor reporter and & course in rersonnel Relations or Labor Theory
would be more valuable.

One of the chief handicaps, perneaps, has been the deartih of
journalism education on the graduate level. <Ifroblems in the ad=-
justments of the social scisences to the needs of socisty are
dealt with i the university on the graduate level and out of the
gradusts sc 00l have cowe the researcu and the broadening of hori-
zons that are esseuntial to maturity. |

The selection of texts for the study of journalism is meagre,

another handicap due in part to the scarcity of graduate schools.

= _ S _ B
2. Recommendation of Council on Education of American Association
of Schools and Departments of Journalism.  From ‘ese, A.M., The
Daily Newspaper in America. _ AR i




There are a number of histories of journalism in the United States,

includins one of the most recent, The Daily Newspaper in America,

by Alfred M. Iee., In his history Lee emphasizes the social aspects
of the newspaper. There are numerous works on newspaper editors;
there are exaltations of the newspaper as an institution; and there
are condemnations and exposures of the newspaper's malefactions
and shortcomings. Objective studiss of its various social imp-
lications are rare.

The possibility of a more effective use of college newspapers
as laboratories for journalism students also bears consideration

in tonnection with this phase of the program of study.
IV Objectives and Approach

1 do not propose to explore all of the aspects of the problem
outlined to the ultimate, nor to "solve" all of the préblems posed.
The aim is to study the role of the newspaper in the past, part-
icularly in the Southeast, with a view to determining its possib-
ilities for more effective service in the future. At present 1
am not able to predict the production of a concise, tangible
dissertation calculated to fit a well-defined niche in the gap of
learning.

Should im my fellowship be renewed at the conclusion of this
year, 1 would montinue here at the University of North Carolina
for at least two additional quarters., During that time I would
take such courses in the social sciences as give promise of a
better understanding of the problems outlined. I would not endeavor
to take a full schedule but would allow time fop'independent study .

Depending upon the progress made at the end onﬁhese two quarters,



I would continue here or take one semester of work at the University
of Wisconsin.

The contribution I would hope to make would be in two directions:

First. As a result of the additional period of study to be
better equipped as an individual for active newspaper work, or the
teaching of journalism.

Second. The possible publication of material growing out of
the study, and aimed at a more effective relationship between the
newspaper and the contributions of the social sclences.

Upon the completion of the second fellowship period 1 would
plan to return to newspaper work or to seek a teaching position
which would give promise of an opportunity for completion of the

study and preparation of the results.



WOKK MEMORANDUM FOR DR. ODUM G.B. -h
11-8-1937
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Gerald Johnson's The #asted Land is potentially the knife
that will open the oyster of Southern indifference.

Without conseious design, but nevertheless with surprising
oneness the sociologist, the economist, the historian, the novelist and
the essayist have been working away in and at the South. Of the nove-
lists Stribling, Caldwell, Heyward, Faulkner and Peterkin come to mindj

0
of the works of essayists 80 in the Shade and Culture in the South; of

histories the South Looks at its Past and Ante-Bellum North Carolina;

of the work of sociologists Caste and Class in a Southern Town, Humen

Geography of the South, In the Shadow of the Plentation and A Preface

to Peasantry; of general works Liberslism in the South, end numerous

studies by economists, These are picked at random merely to illustrate
the Point.

It requires no emphasis that Raper's A Preface to Peasan-

try and Caldwell's Tobacco Road are more or less the same story-- the

chief difference being one of methods., Dollard's Caste and Class in a
Southern Town and Stribling's The Store bear a similar kinship. Not
only do written works and research point in a more or less general
direction, but the work of numerous agencies, public and private do
also, The Resettlement Administration directed its energies at the

same problems dealt with by Vance in Human Factors in Cotton Culture.

The most significant work of all, of course, is The Southern

Regions which lays a factual groundwork for much that remains to be done-

Already the effects of this and other labors can be seen. A candidate

for the governorship of Alabama has been studying The Southern Regions




for months as a preparation for his campaign. The Superintendent of
Education of Alabsma has been nurtured on it. The director of a program
of curriculum revision in the Alabama schools used it in analyzing the
needs of the State and the direction education must take to fill those
needs. In a few colleges and in other ways it is being used.

But if what has been done is to be directed into channels of
constructive economic, social and political action the business man,
the house-wife and the high school teacher--even the grammar school
teacher--must be acquainted with the implications of the South's pre-
sent status, Trained leadership is not enough. It is not only essen-
tial that a body of followers be developed, but that the public as a
whole becomes sufficiently informed to give leadership, both in the
field and in the college, the right of way to proceed. Already there
is a tendency to take the attitude that if the social scientist had
not "discovered" our problems, they would not exist, In Mississippi the
editor of the State's "leading newspaper™ has suggested that "we
dwellers in the South would be & darned sight better off" if Dr. Odum
et al were "taken out into the middle of the Atlantic ocean and dumped
overboard during some dark and stormy night without life-rafts or life
preservers." In other words—-let us rot without any interferencel

The Wasted Land, because it is pre-digested and ready for

immediate consumption, can dispel many of these fears and prepare the
ground for constructive action. It can be read in less time than is
required to attend a football game--even when the parking facilities
are adequate. It can be understood by the business men who attends

civiec club luncheons and by the newspaper editor.
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In the past the efforts of the great philenthropic agencies
have been directed at gathering and compiling facts. The dissemination
and use of facts has been left, for the most part, to chance and to the
slow processes of education. There have been notable exceptions, to be
sure, including the Rockefeller Foundation's hookworm campaigns; the
Interracial Commission, end recently the distribution of copies of The

Collapse of Cotton Tenancy by the Rosenwsld Fund. Time, however, makes

it imperative that the dissemination of knowledge be accelerated.

The daily newspaper reaches almost every family in the South
thet includes a literste individual--and msny in which its value is con-
fined to the regular appearance of a popular comic strip. Across the
desk of the newspaper editor flows a constant stream of books pamphlets,
bulletins and letters. He is faced with & bombardment of all kinds of
information--some of which he reads, & part of which he glances through,
but most of which finds its way to the wastebasket. For the most part
he confines his reading to other newspapers which are his chief source
of information. In the matter of sociological end economic treatises
he is inclined to distrust the former and become befuddled by the latter.
Perhaps there have been three editors in the Southeast who have read
casually The Southern Regions --perhaps.

Gerald Johnson, however, is a newspeper men-—one who is
well known and respected by Southern newspeper editors. There will be
many who will read and understand Johnson's interpretation of Odum who
would never have read the latter. If, however, the interpretation is
to have its maximum effect, other steps must be teken,

One effective means of "selling" the book'tq ¢ﬁitorsN%6ﬁ1d‘

be through personal calls. The technique is hnt_n%w, E%ﬁing been used
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for numerous purposes. Last year the American Bar Association did not
stop at preparing literature on the Supreme Court issue--it sent young
lawyers around to visit editors, to distribute the prepared information
and to stimulate interest in the subject.

It would be necessary to find & man, or men, who is acquainted
with newspapers and newspaper men, He would have to be conversant not

only with the thesis of The Wasted Land, but with the field of published

works on the South, The procedure would be to follow an itinerary
erranged in advence., A letter of introduction accompanied by a copy of
the book would be sent three or four dasys before each visit, A few
leading questions would suffice to get an idea of the individual editor's
reaction to the developments in the field of research, Whatever approach
underteken would depend upon the present stete of the individualleditor‘s
attitudes. One point to be emphasized would be the methods that other
newspapers gre using to interpret this and other books to their readers
Certainly it should not be difficult to get all of them——even such hope-
less cases as the one who assigns Dr. Odum & place in the middle of the
Atlantic—interested in reading Johnson's book. (Note: The major tobacco
compenies send out salesmen who buy their products from wholesasle houses
et regular rates and whose function is to keep fresh stock on the counters
of retailers. The ideas of editors could be kept fresh in a similar
manner, |

The "salesman" could meke trips of from 50 to 100 miles a
day, end should be able to cover at least four towns a week, The visits
to newspaper editors--which would consume on an average of 45 minutes or
an hour--could be combined with speeking engagements at Rotary, Kiwanis,
Lions and Junior Chamber of “ommerce meetingsr_gérticﬁlgrly:the'i&tierl
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(Appended is a suggested list of points to be mede in lﬁﬁbheon club talks)
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Points to be made in luncheon club talk,

1. Explenation of The Southern Regions and the relation of the Wasted

2., Explanation of what tenancy and eroded lands mean to the wholesale
grocer, the hardware merchent, the drygoods ﬁerchant and to the tex-
payer in general. A few remarks directed at the selfish interest,
or rather enlightened self-interest of the business man.

2. Is the Negro holding the South back? The possibilities of the Negro
as an economic asset; the possibility of increasing his productivity
through education and health facilities. Remarks developing the
point that Negroes who produce or receiveonly one dollar a day cen

spend only that emount end that with an increase in the earnings of

the Negro the share of each individual who gets his trade is increased.

4, Differentisls between the North and “outh are not confined to wage-
earners. The banker, professor and merchant are under the same
handicap., If wage-earners and farmers are doomed to the differential,
so are professional men.

5. Most importent: to lay some of the fears and distrusts of the busi-
ness men which have arisen from what they have heard of the work of
sociologists, The feeling seems to be general that the sociologists
and others who have "discovered" the tenant problem, for insteance,
are the producers of it. Citing the fact that the man who hires &
physician to attend his mother, and then is told that his mother
hes incipient cancer does not shoot the physician for giving her a
cencer. Analogy between the university and the physician., Plea for
feith and the university and for a freedom to diagnose the ills of

society, and recommend treatment.
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Gould Beech

What Price Waste?

Gerald Johnson Answers ror the South

IGHTY-FIVE years ago a righteous house-

wife with literary leanings brought forth a
book that was to have a tremendous significance
for the South and for the nation. Often thereafter
she was to proclaim modestly that Uncle Tom’s
Cabin was not properly her work, that she had
been only an instrument for a mightier power.
Historians might not agree with Mrs. Harriet
Beecher Stowe’s estimate of her work as z4e force
which was to awaken civilized man to the horrors
of slavery—and they might not agree as to the
source of her inspiration. But the story did crys-
tallize opinion in the North, and when the hour
struck many mothers who had wept through its
pages were willing for their sons to take up arms
against the Simon Legrees. In the South the ef-
fect of Northern credulity was to confirm the con-
viction that argument with the Yankees was use-
less.

The South of 1937 faces a crisis, or accumula-
tion of crises, as real if not as dramatic as that
which it faced in 1852. Freight rate differentials,
tenancy, eroded lands, wage differentials, tariffs
and international trade, education, hookworm, race
relations, demagoguery, the mechanization of ag-
riculture—these may be dull subjects, but they are
vital ones—as vital) in fact, as the future of a re-
gion, and indirectly as the future of a nation. The
debates on cotton subsidies, on tariffs and on wages
and hours legislation, and the contests over freight-
rate differentials are sufficient evidence that the
problems of the Southeast are the concern of the
nation. Eighty-five years after Uncle Tom’s
Cabin the inter-regional struggle continues.

In The Wasted Land* a little book of 110
pages, Gerald Johnson has pieced together a
graphic pattern of the Southeast, a region of mul-
tiple handicaps and unlimited possibilities, a re-
gion which soon must make a choice between the

= Published by the University of North Carolina Press, $1.50.

low road to material and cultural poverty and the
high road to a truly great civilization. Because it
can be read and understood by a tremendous audi-.
ence of laymen, it is a book that may have a signif-
icance to the Southeast comparable to that of
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Or more appropriately it may
have a significance that Hinton Helper’s The Im-
pending Crisis of the South might have had if it
had not come at a time too late for considered
judgment. But Helper’s plea for emancipation on
economic grounds served only to inflame minds
already raw; and he was driven out of the South,
laws were passed against his book, and many re-
fused to read “so much as a line of it.”

In the last decade and more especially in the
last five years there has been within the South a
movement toward self-searching realism. John-
son’s book must be understood in relation to this
movement to be appreciated. Without conscious
design, but nevertheless with surprising oneness,
the sociologist, the economist, the historian, the
novelist and the essayist have been working away.
Of the novelists Stribling, Caldwell, Heyward,
and Peterkin come to mind; of the works of essay-
ists 90° in the Shade and Culture in the South. In
sociology Caste and Class in a Southern Town,
Human Geography of the South, In the Shadow
of the Plantation and A Preface to Peasantry are
typical. The South Looks at Its Past and Ante-
Bellum North Carolina are examples of this self-
searching realism in history. Liberalism in the
South is one of many general works, and the econo-
mists have brought forth a stream of studies.

It would be a dull student who failed to see
that Raper’s A4 Preface to Peasantry and Caldwell’s
Tobacco Road are more or less the same story—
the chief difference being one of methods. Doll-
ard’s Caste and Class in a Southern Town and
Stribling’s T'4e Store bear a similar kinship. Not
only books and research, but also the work of

GouLp BeEecH, journalist and sociologist, thinks that The Wasted Land, Gerald

Johnson’s new condensation and popularization of H. W. Odum’s Southern Regions,

may be as important in Southern history as Uncle Tom’s Cabin; and in this article
he tells why.
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numerous private and public agencies point in a
general direction of reconstruction. The Resettle-
ment Administration directed its energies at the
same problems dealt with by Vance in Human
Factors in Cotton Culture.

I1.

The most significant work of all, of course, is
The Southern Regions, which, as an inventory of
human and material resources and potentialities,
has laid the groundwork for the job that remains
to be done. It is from this work that Johnson has
drawn his inspira-
tion and his facts
for The Wasted
Land. Already the
effects of Odum’s
regional study can
be detected. In one
Southern state the
leading  candidate
for the governor-
ship has been study-
ing The Southern
Regions as prepara-
tion for his cam-
paign. In the same
state the director of
a program of curri-
culum revision aim-
ed at re-directing
education and vital-
1zing it to fit the
needs of the people
has drawn heavily
on it. In a few col-
leges courses for
special study of
Odum’s book have
been instituted, and
many advanced stu-
dents and teachers
are poring over it.

Still only the first
beginnings have
been made in directing the power of T'ke Southern
Regions toward constructive action on the social,
economic and political fronts. The next step is
to inform editors, the members of civic clubs, poli-
ticians, school teachers, farmers, business men, and
housewives of the task the Southeast faces. Months
and perhaps years are required to study and di-
gest The Southern Regions, but in less time than
it takes to play a round of golf or three rubbers of

bridge one can read T'he Wasted Land and gain an
insight into the major implications and significance
of the larger work. With a sympathetic under-
standing and with just the right degree of de-
tachment—as one of the editors of the Baltimore
Evening Sun he is just across the “border” in
Maryland—Johnson has done a superlative piece
of work.

To say that every literate person of average in-
telligence in the Southeast can read this book is
easy. To say how many will or how many want
to read it and face
the problems it pre-
sents is something
else again. How
well it accomplishes
its purpose will be
indicated not only
by the number it
converts to positive
leadership, but also
by how successful it
i1s in stilling the ten-
dency that is crop-
ping up to damn
anyone who implies
that the Southeast
needs to re-orient it-
self.

A few weeks ago
Dr. Odum was quot-
ed to the effect that
millions of South-
erners are “working
on the richest lands
in the world and liv-
ing on standards
close to the margin
of slow starvation
and deterioration.”
The reaction to this
quotation of the ed-
itor of the “leading”
Mississippi ne w s-
paper was: “We dwellers in the South, whites and
Negroes, would be a darned sight better off if all
of you (Odum and the other ‘so-called’ scientists)
were taken out into the middle of the Atlantic
ocean and dumped overboard during some dark
and stormy night without life-rafts or life pre-
servers.”

Without mentioning the fact that his and other
Southern newspapers have been pleading for di-
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versification of agriculture for a generation, the
editor proceeds to tell Odum that he can take
him to almost any Negro cabin in Mississippi and
fill his “belly with fried ham, broiled ham and
baked ham; sweet potatoes popping open with
sweetness; corn pone or fat biscuits, as you prefer,
soaked in ham gravy; fried chicken, deliciously
brown, cooked to suit your taste; flour gravy; col-
lards, cabbage or turnips; a possum or coon in
the middle of the table, all ready to be carved; a
big pitcher of newly-made sorghum molasses right
at your plate; bowls of cowpeas, corn peas, black-
eyed peas and butterbeans; stalks of ribbon cane
if the corners of your teeth are still strong enough
for chewing; all the sweetmilk and buttermilk
your tummy can hold; a slab of pie—quarter-
section of a piece of pie, and plenty of well-
made coffee to wash it down with.”

Thus there are some of us who are convinced
that the millenium has already been reached. Our
opinions become convictions on the support of the
slightest evidence—or no evidence; and our opin-
ions can be changed only by volumes of counter-
evidence; and what is more, we reserve the right
to refuse to consider them at all.

III.

What are some of the major implications em-
phasized in The Wasted Land?

Of essential importance is the fact that the
eleven states of the Southeast comprise a definite
region, an entity based on far more than geog-
raphy. Its agricultural and industrial economy,
its people, its culture, its resources, its potentiali-
ties—and above all its outlook vary but little from
one state to another. What we have spoken of
vaguely in the past as “the South” is in reality
two distinct regions, a Southeast and a Southwest,
while some states along the Northern border, for-
merly included in the family, are cousins in name
only.

We have thrown away twenty-two million acres
of land which erosion has rendered useless for
agricultural purposes. This acreage, equal to the
total area of South Carolina, does not include land
seriously damaged.

In less than a generation, we have thrown away
three million people, a number equal to the total
population of North Carolina. This has been the
net loss through migration.

About one-third of our people are Negroes; and
because of our insistence upon treating them as a
“problem” to be relegated to some undefined

Page Fowr

“place,” we have thrown away much of the con-
tribution they might have made. Many solutions
have been offered, ranging “from murder to en-
thronement.” There is the prospect, however, that
we will come to the realization “that every cul-
tural, economic or social advance made by the
Negro involves, not something lost to the whites,
but sometimes gained for the entire region, white
and black alike.”

In education, that “Open Sesame” which is
supposed to solve all problems, our eleven States
rank, with few exceptions, monotonously at the
bottom. Here, however, it should be noted that,
as in other things, we have made valiant efforts.
In comparative amounts of money spent per cap-
ita we may be at the bottom, but in the percentage
of total income devoted to this purpose we rank
near the top.

Despite our meagre resources we indulge our-
selves in what Odum calls the “expensive dicho-
tomies,” that is, duplications of effort. We main-
tain separate educational systems for black and
white, and sometimes a third system for Indian,
Cajan or Mexican. Each state has attempted to
maintain, in addition to teacher-training institu-
tions, at least two major colleges. Nor do we stop
here, but insist upon separate institutions for wo-
men. To add to the complication, the Episco-
palians, Methodists, Catholics, Baptists, et 4l,, have
separate institutions—sometimes with as many as
four per congregation in a single state. And here
again there are separate institutions for women.
In addition there are different kinds of Methodists
or Presbyterians who must have colleges of their
own. And to top it off some of our resources find
their way into such flimsy efforts as Bob Jones
College and Bryan Memorial University!

Despite an over-supply of colleges and an un-
der-supply of universities, the region “does have
a number of institutions capable of doing, and ac-
tually doing, excellent field work in the social
sciences. But here, again, the work is unsystem-
atic and disorganized for lack of recognized cen-
tral direction. With one really first-rate univer-
sity correlating their efforts, a dozen Southeastern
institutions of lesser rank would immediately be-
come many times as effective as they are now.”

While outright waste of the land has been cost-
ly enough, loss through misuse of it has brought
even greater handicaps. We have saddled our-
selves, or have been saddled, as you wish, with a
one crop economy, cotton, and a system, tenancy,
that are heavy and relentless riders. Soil deple-
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tion has run its course to such a point that in the
Southeast the average cost of fertilizer per acre is
$2.71, while in such a productive area as the Mid-
dle States, the cost is only thirty cents per acre.

Florida imports milks from Wisconsin and Mis-
souri, while the uplands of Georgia, Alabama,
Mississippi and Tennessee, which might be de-
veloped into productive dairying areas, are de-
voted to the production of cotton. Alabama, an
agricultural State, imports more than half the
food its population requires, and buys corn and
wheat products to feed its livestock, whereas it
could produce soy beans, peanuts, sweet potatoes,
sorghum and kudzu in abundance.

Meanwhile even the beggarly existence the
farm population wrests from cotton is threatened.
Mechanization is accelerating the movement of
cotton production toward the Southwest, a trend
that will result in displacing thousands of people.
The increasing quantity and improving quality of
synthetic products carries the threat of additional
inroads from this source. The balcony-strutting
dictators have decided that trade between nations
is an abomination; and as international trade is
throttled, consumption of our cotton suffers. And
if that is not enough of evil, there is the inexplicab-
ly crazy condition whereby the Southeast’s total
income from cotton this year, with an indicated
yield of over 18,000,000 bales and a price of 7.8
cents, will be less than if it had produced only
9,000,000 bales!

Six out of ten of our farmers are tenants, and
their plight should need no emphasis. It should
be kept in mind, however, that poverty, ignorance
and disease among so large a segment of the pop-
ulation is not only an economic problem, but a
threat to social and political life as well.

The one factor that gives hopes to any attempt
to find a way out of the region’s difficulties is that
“while her needs are immense, her resources are
enormous.” Four-fifths of the region’s timber
supply, for instance, has been stripped from its
hills, yet in comparison to other regions it still has
an ample supply. Sufficient land to take care of
many more people remains, and there is no crop
that cannot be raised profitably somewhere in the
region.

“The difficulty,” says Johnson, “is simplicity it-
self; it is the remedy that is so complicated that it
has hitherto baffled human ingenuity.”

IV.
The final section of The Wasted Land is head-
ed “The Direction of the Answer.”

“What are the forces that the Southeast has
available to attack these problems? There are
states, counties, cities, towns; churches, colleges,
schools, lodges; Federal grants, philanthropists’
gifts, foundations’ allocations. All of them are
active now, all of them more or less effective, but
their efforts are headed up nowhere, they fre-
quently pull against each other, overlap, dupli-
cate effort and expenditure. The same amounts of
energy and money, if properly organized and di-
rected, would get far greater results; and if re-
sults began to show, it would be easier to get more
money and more labor.

“The logical first step for the Southeast, there-
fore, is to collect the forces it has already in the
field and set them all pulling in the same direc-
tion. This obviously cannot be accomplished with-
out some sort of headquarters, somewhere . . . call
it anything you like . . . the name is of no conse-
quence. The point is, the Southeast needs some
central authority from which it may obtain exact
and comprehensive information supplemented by
intelligent direction.”

If such a central agency is to be established and
is to become effective, there must be developed
along with it a considerable group of people who
are aware of what the Southeast 7s—who can see it
objectively, uncolored by dreams of the past and
the wishful thinking of the present. The region
must be seen in its entirety, not as individuals see
it on the well-beaten paths from downtown to
home to country club and to Cousin Bob’s.

“There is nothing unreasonable or unfair,” says
Johnson, “in calling upon the leadership of the
South, first, to acquaint itself with the facts, and,
second, to act intelligently upon the information.”
If on some Saturday afternoon late this fall after
football season is over, the Southeast would set
aside two hours during which usual routines would
be interrupted while all literate persons read Tke
Wasted Land, we might start off on Monday
morning in a different direction. Such miracles,
alas, do not happen. Enlightenment and stimula-
tion to action will be a slow process. Uncle Tom’s
Cabin sold into the millions—more than three
hundred thousand copies the first year. But that
was something which people wanted to read, want-
ed to believe. It is different in the case of a book
which might disturb our individual and collective
equilibrium and which would mean work when
rest is more pleasant. But is it too much to hope
that 30,000 or even 5,000 copies of T'he Wasted
Land will be read?

Page Five
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V.

Of the barriers to be overcome, poverty is not
the most unyielding and obstinate. There may be
a paucity of some things, but there is a plethora of
emotions and notions which had their beginnings
in the distant past. To those of our generation
these obstacles are particularly discouraging, for
we had no part in making them and little under-
stand their nature. As a result we are inclined to
become impatient, to resent and to scoff—a poor
technique. If the impatience and scoffing of H.
L. Mencken have not cured this country’s ills, it
should be accepted that such methods are not
among the most effective. Nowhere are sympathy,
understanding, and patience more necessary than
in the Southeast. A great many more people than
we suspect can, with the proper approach, be
stimulated to action by a mere presentation of the
facts. Others can be won by appeals to selfish in-
stincts (enlightened self-interest). For instance,
many business men would be concerned with wage
differentials if impressed with the fact that tex-
tile mill workers are not the only ones who are
burdened by this handicap. As for any hope of
converting the more rigid, obstructionists, or even
of getting them to remove themselves from the
road of progress, the only solace is to be found in
the compilations of the insurance actuaries.

There are many problems for which obvious
answers have been found, but which cannot be

dealt with sufficiently by words. It accomplishes
nothing to tell farmers that they are fools for
raising cotton; far more can be attained by pro-
viding credit and marketing facilities for celery
and anchovies and rhubarb. To damn the people
of a state for electing a demagogue is easy; to fight
the hookworm, prejudice and poverty which nur-
ture demagogues is not easy, but it is a more ef-
fective approach.

Ours is the third generation; we are another
link removed from contact with The War and
with the sins of our fathers. To us the past can
become a tradition and an inspiration without be-
ing a sedative. For all generations in the South
today the final sentence of Clarence Cason’s 90° ix
the Shade carries a wealth of meaning:

“Those who love the Old South may take their
choice of courses: they may either exist in compla-
cent dreams, hoping that they will not too soon
be cast from their beds by a sudden rocking of the
earth beneath them; or they may resolve to wrestle
with substantial problems with all the strength
and skill at their command, inspired by another
kind of vision—one which leads them to hope that
the present and future of the South may yet prove
worthy of the glamorous reputation of the ante-
bellum years.”

The Wasted Land should jar many complacent
dreamers and give added stimulation to those who
have already caught the vision of a New South.

Page Six
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What About Farm Tenancy Now?

By GOULD BEECH

., Southern Newspaper Sy
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lina. By

GOULD BEECH.

Some two years ago that com-
paratively small group of Southern-
ers who are famillar with the im-
plications of tenancy were fairly in-
toxicated by the passage of the
original Bankhead tenant farm bill
by the Senate. This bill provided
for a potentiai expenditure of a bil-
lion dollars for the purchase of
farms to be resold to tenants on
long-term contracts, Following the
failure of the House to pass the
bill, it went through a series of
emasculations, and toward the end
of the last session of Congress it
emerged as the Bankhead-Jones
bill and was finally passed by both
houses, Meanwhile it had shrunk
to the point that only $10,000,000 is
provided for the first year of the
program, with a promise of an in-
crease to $35,000,020 the second
year and thence to $30,000,000. Those
who were Intoxicated at the first
prospects have been sobered in
proportion to the shrinkage.

Heartening as the bill may be as
the first direct gesture on the part
of Congress, the depressing inade-
quacy of it is inescapable. Accord-
ing to Secretary Wallace, an outlay
of §60,000.000 would be hardly
enough to take care of the normal
increase in tenancy.

The question that thoughtful stu-
dents are now asking is: Can {en-
ancy be allowed to wait while dis-
ease, poverty and ignorance run
their course, undermining our so-
cial, economic and political institu-
tions? If not, what are we going
to do?

5 - -
Government Oan’t Do Job, h

The Tirst step, perhaps, will be
to cast off any remaining hope that
the Federal government is going to
do the job through the medium of
a single, all-powerful tool. The next
will be to cast about to see what
can be done with the available tools.

The Farm Security Administra-
tion, successor to the Resettlement
Administration, is the agency desig-
nated to administer the Banichead-
Jones bill. Although present, funds
will permit the sale of only about
2,000 farms to tenants, or approxi-
mately one to each county, the FSA
has the opportunity to demonstrate
the results that can be obtained.
Its accomplishments will determine
in a large measure the future of
governmental participation.

Any means aof increasing the ef-
fectiveness of the FSA will pay div-
idends in the form of additional ap-
propriations in the future, One such
method that suggests itself is to
find new ways to utilize the experi-
ences of the Resettlement Adminis-
tration in providing farm supervis-
ion. The type of supervision devel-
oped by the RA has produced more
benefits in comparison to the
amount spent than any other phase
of that agency's work.

At present, supervision is pro-
vided all clients of the Farm Securi-
ty Administration, and the same
type of supervision will be provided
those tenants who buy farms under
the Bankhead-Jones act. This su-
pervision service, including the
service of the farm agents and home
management agents, could be of-

fered to those not receiving it at
present in a manner that would
encourage the sale of land to ten-
ants and also would promote a bet-
ter relationship hetween landlords
and tenants. In brief, this subsi-
dized supervision could be offered
farm-buyers buying ferms on con-
tracts approved by the FSA and to
renters on contracts that would be
beneficial to both landlord and ten-
ants.
Chief Obstacles.

The two chief obstacles to per-
manent farm ownership by the
landless are the down payment
and the inability to run and man-
age a farm after they get one. An
explanation of how subsidized su-
pervision could heip to reduce these
barriers follows:

Landholders who were willing to
sell land on long-term mortgages
of 15 or 20 years would be asked to
list their farms and the prices
asked with the FSA.

The FEA would have these farms
appraised with a view to determin-
ing whether they could pay them-
selves out with proper management.

Lists of farms thus approved
would be placed in the hands of
those who would be likely to have
contact with prospective purchas-
ers.

If possible, the FSA would have
a hand in selecting buyers, and
at any rate would have the power
to determine whether the services
of the agency would be provided.
Thus some protection would be af-
forded both the seller and buyer.

Having determined that the sale
price was not excessive, and the
interest charges and terms were
such as would make possible even-
tual ownership, and that the buyer
was capable, the FSA would, in
effect, cite the advantages it could
give to each and the terms on
which they would be given

To the insurance company or
bank, it would say:

Give the buyer the advantage of
long-term payments and the lowest
interest rate in keeping with sound
banking policies,

Reduce the down payment ordi-
narily required.

In return, we will provide the
buyer technical advice and assist-
ance which will improve your
chances of collecting regularly and
without undue expense.

Furthermore, with proper super-
vision you will have more protec-
tion against “temporary buyers”
who contract to buy a farm, allow
it to run down for two or three
years and then turn it back to the
seller.

With this additional protection
and savings in administration and
sales cost, you can afford to give
the most liberal terms.

- - -
Sales Talk to Buyers.

To the prospective buyer the FSA
would say in effect:

We can get you more liberal
terms than you could get otherwise.

You will be provided expert ad-
viee and assistance.

Your wife will have the advan-
tage of the services of a home man-
agement agent.

In exchange, you commit yourself
only to follow sound conservation
and crop polieies and to co-perate
with the FSA to the best of your
ability.

One possible way of getting over
the hurdle of the down-payment

would be the rental-sales contract.
Under such arrangements there is a
preliminary period of two or three
years during which the contract be-
tween the two parties would be on
a rental basis. The prospective
buyer might agree to pay a small
sum in addition to his regular rent,
and at the end of the period he
would have an option to buy, with
the additional sum to be accepted
as the down payment, or with the
privilege of having the first pay-
ments accepted as installments.
Erom that point the sale would con-
tinue as a fifteen or eighteen note
mortgage.

The FSA would be acting in a
capacity similar to that of the Fed-
eral Housing Administration, ex-
cept that it would not be directly
obligated. Its facilities would be
used in accelerating land sales to
bona fide farmers, and in finding
ways of bridging the gap between
those who have land to sell and
those who wish to buy it.

The vast outlay of funds neces-
sary in placing the Bankhead-Jones
legislation on a widespread basis
would be eliminated, as would the
customary difficulties and short-
comings that are experienced when
the government enters the field of
buying and selling. Only the cost
of supervision—which also would
be borne under the Bankhead-Jones
system—would be required. It might
be possible, as under the FHA, to
set aside one-half of one per cent
of all interest charges to be placed
in an insurance fund to be usea for
payments in bad crop years or in
case some circumstances over which
the buyer had no control made it
impossible for him to make a regu-
lar installment payment.

-
Test Merit of Plan.

It would be simple enough to
make a test of the feasibility of the
plan outlined since no law or spe-
cial appropriation would be neces-
sary, the present authorization for
the FSA being broad enough to per-
mit its institution on a trial basis.
This service could be made avalil-
able only in vicinities where there
was sufficient demand to justify
the personnel required.

The value of such a program as
outlined would not be confined to
those directly affected. The educa-
tional value of demonstrating that
land sales and land rentals, partic-
ularly in the Southeast, can be
placed on a better basis for the
mutual benefit of all concerned
would be worth the cost.

If a tenant program could be for-
mulated that would not involve
heavy outlays on the part of the
Federal government, it is probable
that Congress and the President
would be more inelined to invest a
sum that would permit its inaugura-
tion on a widespread scale. Further-
more, the Congressmen from urban
districts would be more inclined to
favor such a program. Unfortunate-
ly some of them have already dem-
onstrated a lack of foresight by
balking at outlays for farmers, But
provision is being made under the
Wagner-Steagall housing act for
huge expenditures to improve hous-
ing conditions in the cities. In the
Southeast a farmer can be set up on
a working farm unit with all equip-
ment for about the same price that
a city-dweller is provided a home.
Provision is yet to be made for giv-
ing the farm tenant comparable
benefits,
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Gould Beech

Hugo Black’s Albatross

Its Real Significance Explained by an Authority

HATEVER opinion you may have had of

Hugo Black as a justice of the Supreme
Court, you must have experienced vicariously
some of the emotional intensity of his voyage home
from England. Knowing something of the man
and something of the nature of the storm that had
burst with the “exposure” of his membership in
the Ku Klux Klan, I winced at the thought of the
tide that was bringing him in to face a test for
which there was no precedent.

Already the measurements had been taken for
the black silk robe that was to vest him with the
dignity, honor, and power of a seat on that tribun-
al whose decrees are subject to review only by the
Gods. On the threshold of a court looked upon
as the custodian of all that is sacred in American
life, he was branded with a symbol that has be-
come synonymous with all that is base and cheap
in American life. I think that I would have
chucked it all (including the $20,000 a year) for
a herdsman’s cottage on some quiet heath in Ire-
land, rather than face the odds he did.

As the tug came alongside the ship at Norfolk
there swarmed aboard a pack of hungry news
hounds, eager to be in at the kill. It was a holiday
of revenge for them, or at least for their bosses.
At last one of the chief lancers of the New Deal,
one who had been singled out for the choicest post,
had been cornered, and perhaps would be brought
to his knees.

Like the man who stands on the gallows, Black
was given a chance to speak; but the trap was to
be sprung regardless—had been sprung in fact,
and sentence executed. It was a weird sort of trial,
for his reputation had already been hanged, drawn,
and quartered. To maintain innocence was out of
the question, from a standpoint either of morals
or of politics. To remain silent was to prolong an
untenable position. To plead guilty to the heinous
crime and throw himself upon the mercy of the

public was a terrifying alternative. The court of
public opinion is not a reasoning, deliberative body.
The public needed to know only a half-dozen
words: “Black joined the Ku Klux Klan.” Against
the condemnation of those few words he had only
one plea: His career—all of it. But the public
does not know men; it knows only names. And it
speaks only one language, symbols.

The drama, being one of the significant ones of
our times, is worth a closer study than the fleeting
impression to be gained from the headlines. What
was behind those few words spoken by the central
figure at the climax? And of secondary interest,
what of the setting, the props and the stage-
hands that were an integral part of the presenta-
tion?

There are two aspects of the issue to be consid-
ered: first, the significance and the weight that
should be attached to the established fact that he
became a member of the Klan; second, subordinate
but more specific, whether he was then or is now
inclined to be sympathetic with those concepts
which have become synonymous with that order.

IL.

Black was born in the little town of Ashland,
Clay County, Alabama, his father having been a
farmer (the kind that did his own plowing) and
a store-keeper. Ashland is in a section of the State
which was the stronghold of the Populist move-
ment in the ’90s, a Populist having been elected to
Congress from that district when the movement
was at its height. I do not know how much of this
Populist background Black carried with him when
he went to the University of Alabama, where he
was to work his way through the law school. But
the spirit of revolt against the old-line hierarchy
of the Democratic Party still is strong in many
of those who have come under the influence of
the Populist heritage. It was at the University,
he once told me, that he received his first insight

Gourp BeEecH, Rosenwald -Foundation fellow in sociology here, was, until his

resignation recently, assistant editor of the Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser. He is per-

sonally acquainted with Black and has first-hand knowledge of the politico-sociological

background of the new Justice's Klan membership—a background of more than im-
mediate significance,
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into the problems of the laborer. His room-mate,
David J. Davis—since appointed Federal judge
for the Birmingham district—was financing his
way through school by intermittent work in the
steel mills. The labor pictures Davis painted for
his country friend could not have been very rosy
ones.

Black began his political career in 1915, at the
age of 24, with his election as a police judge of
Birmingham on a “clean-up” platform. He was
elected city solicitor twice, resigning the second
time to volunteer for war service. By 1922 he
was looked upon as a disturber of the equilibrium,
a “labor lawyer”—which has a frightful conno-
tation all its own in Birmingham—and a non-con-
formist in politics. He would not have been ac-
ceptable material for the Birmingham country
club, nor did the luncheon clubs consider him as
the civic ideal. He was, however, a joiner of dis-
tinction, and even served as chancellor of the
Knights of Pythias in Alabama. He was steadily
building up a good law practice on the strength
of his personal following and his ability to win
cases.

The Birmingham of that day was not a soft
town. Steel towns seldom are, and when they hap-
pen to be boom steel towns where heavy industries
are on the make they are apt to be even less so.
Moreover, the early twenties was one of the tough-
est decades, from a standpoint of labor relations,
that this country has known. Strike-breaking, es-
pionage and the open shop were in their prime—
the last sugar-coated with patriotism in the guise
of “the American Plan.” In steel the prevailing
work week was 84 hours—12 hours a day, seven
days a week. Too much leisure time, it was ar-
gued, would be bad for the morals of the work-
ers; anything less than a 12-hour day, Judge Gary
was steadfastly maintaining, would be ruinous to
the steel industry.

Birmingham steel required Birmingham coal,
of which there was a plentiful supply. One of the
conveniences of the time was a supply of State
convicts whose services could be rented at modest
rates. Convicts don’t strike, and neither do men
working in competition with convicts, because un-
der the circumstances scabs are supplied by and
given the protection of the sovereign People of
the State. The National Guard was also utilized
when needed.

The companies which were investing money in
Birmingham were given virtual carte blanche;
those who dared to question what was going on
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were looked upon with disfavor—and if looks
weren’t sufficient there were other ways to insure
harmony. On the whole it was not the type of
environment that nurtures devotion to ideals and
principles.

II1.

At about the same time Black was running for
police judge, one William J. Simmons, ex-evange-
list, ex-travelling salesman and ex-history teacher,
began a movement to revive the Ku Klux Klan of
Reconstruction days. He resurrected the insignia
of the Klan and endeavored to build a fraternity
that would be a protector of “native Americanism”
and a preserver of law and order. Simmons made
very little progress in this direction prior to 1920.
Then, however, a series of circumstances catapult-
ed him to power and fortune as the Imperial Wiz-
ard of an Invisible Empire which operated in ev-
ery state of the Union and which captured the
political machinery of six or eight states. The
post-war hysteria, the fear of alien influence which
had grown with the tide of immigration, the Red
hunts, and such unsettling conditions as the mi-
gration of Negroes—these and other circumstances
made the country ripe for the Klan. Simmons’
success was guaranteed when he was “found” by
one Edward Y. Clark and a Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler.
Both of these worthies had had experience selling
righteous plans to the citizenry, having engaged,
among other things, in promotion work for the
Anti-Saloon League. According to John M.
Mecklin, who wrote The Ku Klux Klan: A Study
of The American Mind, the Tyler-Clark combina-
tion was largely responsible for the sales organi-
zation which capitalized on the Klan opportunity.

D. W. Griffith’s “The Birth of a Nation” pro-
vided a tremendous selling impetus, and set
the stage for this most entrancing escape mechan-
ism. All sorts of Goblins, Dragons, Cyclops and
Kleagles were provided for in the Klan set-up,
the Kleagles being the leg-men who were paid
four bucks for each recruit they signed up. For
ten dollars the misunderstood husband could be-
come a Knight in an order that made him a cus-
todian of the community’s morals and of the na-
tion’s Constitution, to say nothing of the Ten Com-
mandments. His A. E. F. uniform might have
grown too tight around the waist and his medals
may have begun to tarnish, but they were drab at
any rate in comparison to the gaudily decorated
sheets of the Invisible Empire.

Contrary to the dogmatic statements of such
men as David Lawrence of The United States
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News, who says that the Klan oath “is a pledge not
to allow public office to be held by Catholics or
Negroes or Jews,” there is no mention of any of
these groups in the ritual or constitution. Mecklin,
after reviewing the ritual, says: “There is noth-
ing in the Klan’s ritual or constitution that would
subject it to criticism.” The Klan excludes these
minority groups by implication, but it is not unique
on that score. Racial and religious prejudice and
bigotry became characteristics of the Klan through
the nature of its members, not because of any ex-
pressed purpose.

I do not know how bad the Klan had become in
Birmingham by 1922—bad enough, doubtless. It
is significant, however, that the bulk of organized
labor in the vicinity were members. This was un-
usual and probably an indication that a need was
felt for such a weapon at the time. A year or so
later the A. F. of L., having seen the dangers of
its vigilante tendencies, was to pass resolutions
against the Klan.

It should be kept in mind that the implications
of Klan membership today and of Klan member-
ship in 1922 are not identical. That point can be
emphasized without implying that even at that
early date the Klan was a cultural and philan-
thropic institution. Black’s guilt should be con-
sidered in the light of what the Klan was then,
and not given weight in proportion to the onus
that has been attached to membership during the
intervening years. Some idea of the disrepute into
which the Klan has fallen may be gained from the
disclosures a year ago of the activities of some
Michigan degenerates. These punks—who were
much below the cultural level of the Klansmen of
the ’twenties—were bent on helping God, George
Washington, and the authors of the Constitution.
Their approach was to keep the niggers in their
place, stomp on the Pope’s toe whenever conveni-
ent, and damn the sons of Abraham. The tempta-
tion to imitate the machinery of the Ku Klux Klan
must have been strong, but the stench was too
great and so they called their order the Black
Legion. Likewise a year or so ago a strong-arm
henchman of a leading Southern industrialist
wanted to organize an anti-union fraternity and in-
vest it with the Klan mummery. But he called it
the White Legion.

IV.

Black was an ambitious man, but he had by
choice alienated himself from the favor of those
who sat on the pinnacle of the status quo in Bir-
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mingham. He was not inclined to stand in line
and wait for the party hierarchy to give him the
nod, and he was not the type to get the nod had
he waited for it.

The only course was to gather a following from
the voters that were left. He was strong with or-
ganized labor, but that was of negligible political
consequence. The element that Black had left to
depend upon was the class who regularly joined
the Klan. So he went with it too. Those who
went into the Klan could not drop out as easily
as if it had been a Kiwanis Club. After learning
the membership of the order and its inner work-
ings, extricating oneself was a delicate business.
At the time Black resigned, no newspaper in the
State had launched a concerted attack on the Klan,
and it had not become an issue in any political cam-
paign. It was not until 1930, I believe, that the
Klan became a clear-cut issue in an election.

In 1926, with Ku Klux backing, Black was
elected U. S. Senator, Bibb Graves was elected
Governor and Charlie McCall was elected At-
torney-General. To the lower elements of the
Klan this victory for the Invisible Empire was
a heady stimulant, and shortly they began to get
out of hand, and there was a wave of lashings,
cross-burnings and lawless arrogance in general.
About this time Grover C. Hall, of the Mont-
gomery Adwvertiser, attacked the Klan with every
resource at his command. The effectiveness of his
attack was the opening wedge in ridding the State
of the Klan epidemic, and as a recognition of his
courage and the skill of his attack Hall was award-
ed the Pulitzer Prize for the best editorials of
1927.

It was during this period when the Klan was
being attacked with such force by the Advertiser
and a few allies that an incident occurred which
demonstrated the awkward position of those who
tried to extricate themselves publicly. Charlie Mc-
Call, the Attorney-General, publicly resigned from
the Klan and denounced it. He was praised by
the anti-Klan forces; but in 1930 when he ran
for Governor he received less than four per cent
of the vote—despite the fact that he had a good
sound truck.

Black had resigned from the Klan before he
was elected to the Senate, and from that moment
on he was doomed to hold his silence or to com-
mit political suicide. Moreover, as far as Alabama
politics was concerned, there was but one occasion
on which repudiation by Black would have consti-
tuted anything more than a gesture.
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Y.

It is not enough to say that he came to a point
in his career when expediency and principle con-
flicted, with the former being given precedence.
One should keep in mind the expediency and the
principle involved. It is not enough to say that he
was an opportunist. One should consider what he
did with the opportunity.

It was true then and it is largely true now,
that the sincere radical or liberal in the South must
adopt a technique that resembles that of the dema-
gogue, or confine himself to some field other than
politics. Organized labor is stronger now than it
was 10 years ago, but even now it does not consti-
tute a very strong bloc. Roughly speaking about
95 per cent of the voters of the South can be di-
vided into three groups: reactionaries, conserva-
tives, and illiterates. The left-wing liberal gets
no reactionary votes and few conservative votes,
but a decisive number of illiterate ones—if he gets
elected. The progressive must follow the foot-
trails the demagogue has beaten through the woods
and learn the language of the sticks. He must
also learn to crack jokes through his nose and to
pray a good prayer when called on. And in the
end if he does not have thousands of people who
are sold on him personally—for reasons other than
his views on issues—he will not get very far.

Hugo Black was able to stump the State num-
erous times without making concessions to igno-
rance and bigotry. With all due respect to him, I
believe it would not be far amiss to say that in
the past his support and that received by Tom
Heflin, our prime demagogue, would not vary
in character by much over 20 per cent. In other
words, eight out of ten who have voted for Black
also voted for Heflin when he was in his prime.
And yet how different the two are, both as to
methods and as to achievements!

It is second-nature with Tom Heflin to wear the
trappings of bigotry and prejudice. He plays on
those baser instincts, bred along with generations
of hookworm and poverty, with a skill that is com-
parable only to that of such masters as Jim Varda-
man, Cole Blease, and Theo Bilbo. He uses the
Negro with facility and feeds him piece-meal to
the craven egoes of men who live “under the high-
est standard of living the world has ever known,”
but whose economic and cultural level, alas, is com-
parable to that of the most backward spots of the
globe. He would as soon use the Catholic if it
suited his purpose. Indeed in 1930 when he was
defeated (largely because he had been read out of

the party) his cry was that he had saved the U. S.
from a war with Mexico by exposing the intrigues
of Pius XI. Few men have so prostituted their
talents to such anti-social ends. Today he is down
in Alabama trying to make a “come-back.” He is
seeking the Senate vacancy on a campaign to save
the State from Communism—probably the Jew-
ish brand—and, what is of more practical value,
to save it from the iniquitous effects of the wages
and hours bill introduced by Hugo Black.

An effort has been made to create the impres-
sion that Black is a Heflin. The Baltimore Ewve-
ning Sum, which considers itself fair to all men
and above the petty derelictions of the contempo-
rary world, finds that at last the “neo-liberalism”
of the New Deal is obvious. That it is really of
the stripe of Nazism, and that Black is its Goebbels
are the implications of the following:

In this neo-liberalism, a man’s attitude toward
civil rights is of no importance at all if his attitude
toward property rights is sufficiently radical. Let a
man hate the Rockefellers and the Morgans and the
Fords and no more is needed to give him place
among the elect. If also he hates Jews and Catholics
and foreigners and Negroes, if he proposes to strip
them of the protection of the law, if he seeks to
subject them to the rule of night riders who satisfy
brutish and sadistic impulses under the cloak of
pretended racial or patriotic motives, that is of no
consequence,

In all of his Senate record, covering a period of
more than 10 years, and throughout his public
record there is nothing to sustain such implications.
The worst that has been produced—in fact the
only thing to my knowledge that has been pro-
duced—is a single speech made offhand in a Kla-
vern. No searcher has yet produced a line from
a stump speech of his in which any appeal was
made to prejudice, unless one would interpret
denunciations of “predatory wealth,” “trusts and
monopolies,” and “power interests” as such.

VL.

He has been labelled Ku Klux, and his enemies
and the unthinking have accepted that as sufficient
evidence that he has committed all the sins of Ku
Kluxism. Membership in the Klan has been his
one unworthy concession to Southern bigotry and
prejudice, and he has devoted himself to an earn-
est effort to cure those sores of ignorance, poverty
and disease upon which the Klan spirit feeds. He
has endeavored to enlist Federal aid to the States
for more effective educational and health pro-
grams. In the face of the “States’ rights” bugaboo
he was a co-sponsor of the Harrison-Black-Fletch-
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er bill to appropriate funds for education directly
to the States. Knowing that the Supreme Court
ranks next to the Bible in the South as among
those institutions which must not be examined
critically, much less tampered with, he was forth-
right from the beginning in his support of the
President on the judicial issue. Regardless of the
merits of the issue, it was not good politics for
an Alabamian who was facing an election.

On the eve of his return to Alabama to face
this test, Black introduced and was outspoken in
supporting the wages and hours bill which bore his
name. He knew that labor was already solidly
behind him and that the bill could not gain him
additional votes from that source. The votes he
would need were in small towns and on farms.
Alabama farmers whose incomes do not average
a dollar a day believe that labor is already paid
enough—particularly with cotton going down. To
them advocacy of a 30-hour week, or even one of
40 hours, is heresy. Moreover, those who were
directly concerned, the employers, lost no time in
going to the farmers and raising the cry that Hugo
was ruining them,

He also knew that many sincere opponents of
the bill would look upon him as a mere tool of the
northeast; and if you know anything about South-
ern politics, you know what it means to be accused
of being in league with the Yankees. It was rec-
ognized that Negroes, particularly those working
in saw-mill and turpentine enterprises, would be
among the chief beneficiaries of the bill. Know-
ing what it would mean in Alabama to be accused
of trying to force employers “to pay niggers $16
a week,” Black insisted that there be no discrim-
ination because of color. If Black was all politi-
cian he would not have run the risk of the charge
that he was favoring “economic equality between
the races.”

Moreover, it was recognized that Black, far
from being hostile to John L. Lewis, was friendly
toward him. The Klan and organized labor move-
ments do not mix. Imperial Wizard Hiram
Evans had called on the Klan to “ride again and
wipe out the Communistic C. I. O.” Even before
that a well-defined movement was under way
among some former Klansmen in Alabama to at-
tack Black on the ground that he had been a
“traitor” to the Klan in the ’20%. This attitude
represented not so much a resentment against
Black’s Klan record as it did a realization on the
part of the real Klansmen that the initial gap be-
tween them and Hugo had grown wider and wider.
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Black made no gesture to pacify these elements,
nor did he make any concessions to those who were
against the New Deal. Incidentally, he should
not be confused with those Southern Democrats
who became New Dealers in the midst of the de-
pression, but whose ardor has cooled to the point
of freezing. Black was a New Dealer before
Roosevelt was. Not only in other ways, but in the
development of an economic and political philos-
ophy he has increased in scope and depth—so
much so that it is almost pointless to compare the
Black of a decade ago and the Black of today.

VIIL

In Alabama there was no surprise at the “expo-
sure” of Black’s membership in the Klan. We had
known it all along, and had been sorry for it. In
this connection, the attitude of one man is signif-
icant. Grover Hall, as has been pointed out, was
the first to fight the Klan and has been the most
aggressive man in the State on such issues as pro-
hibition, anti-evolution laws, anti-sedition bills
and the like. He has never voted for Black, and
fought him on the issue of his Ku Klux affiliation.
Hall does not by any means agree with all of
Black’s economic views—or even a majority of
them—but he has come to admire and respect him
for his integrity. He did not wait until Black was
nominated for a place on the Supreme Court be-
fore taking that view; he respected and admired
Black knowing that he was coming back to Ala-
bama to face an election.

But elsewhere than in Alabama the “exposure”
of the Klan membership spread pandemonium. At
the time of his nomination the Presidents of Tus-
kegee Institute and Wilberforce University, two
of the outstanding Negro institutions, and the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People had endorsed him. But within a week
after the Klan label was pinned on him publicly,
a majority of Negroes, according to a poll taken
by the Institute of Public Opinion, had decided
that he was unfit to sit with the Supreme Court.

Among the ranks of the liberals, especially the
New York variety, there was dismay. Only The
Nation and The New Republic stood hitched, and
they apparently by the exercise of super will pow-
er. The New York Post and the Philadelphia Rec-
ord, both rabid pro-New Deal papers owned by J.
David Stern, decided that Black was not fit to re-
main on the bench. Among the decent conserva-
tives there was the New York T'imes, which has
been in one of its rare crusading moods, an event
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that is as unusual as a visit from Halley’s comet.

Only now and then was there any inclination to
weigh Black’s career against his guilt. The Klan
was never more guilty of thinking in terms of ra-
cial and religious labels than were the elements
who were stampeded by the disclosures. True, the
reaction of all was encouraged and stimulated by
the energy with which the New Deal’s enemies
rode the opportunity.

Few seemed to appreciate the price that a man
of high sensibility and integrity was paying—had
paid for many years in fact—for his mistake. Few
seemed to be inclined to grant that he had made
restitution, that he had worn his albatross long
enough to make up for his guilt. There is not space
here to describe the real Hugo Black, the student,
a man who was once referred to by Charles A.
Beard as one of the few Senators who had a
grasp of history. One should know him to appre-
ciate fully his position.

VIII.

It was a grievous price for a man to pay, but the
experience should prove a profitable one for the
nation. It is well that we have re-examined the
Klan, that we have expressed our abhorrence of
it and all that it has come to mean. We know now
what we did not know a decade ago: that Kluxism
is an expression of the pattern American Fascism
would follow. In looking back we should consider
ourselves fortunate that we had our dose in the
20s; otherwise we could easily have been betrayed
when the depression was at its low ebb.

The real test may come yet if someone with a
bit more ability than the Rev. Gerald L. K. Smith,
for example, obtains a following. Smith has been
the stooge of Huey Long, Eugene Talmadge, Doc
Townsend, Father Coughlin et 4l., in turn. There
is no telling how many of his like there are scat-
tered around the country today reading transla-
tions of Mein Kampf and practicing the art of
blowing out their cheeks and beating their breasts.

When that time comes we shall see whether all
who have displayed such righteous indignation
over the Klan are really opposed to intolerance
and the violations of liberty. That, of course, is
one of the unfortunate circumstances of the dra-
ma—that such patriots as William Randolph
Hearst and his spiritual heir-apparent, Paul Block,
should have been grand marshals in a liberty pa-
rade. It is unfortunate that everyone cannot see

through such hypocrisy. It would be interesting
to note how many of those who have been so
wrought up over the matter are also concerned
with the bigotry of Cotton Ed Smith, from neigh-
boring South Carolina, who refused to hear a
Negro pray —even for the Democrats. And
among the Republicans, one wonders if there are
any who remember the campaign of 1928, when
intolerance and stupidity were subsidized whole-
sale in the South, tons of propaganda being dump-
ed for the benefit of those who had anti-Catholic
inclinations. The Anti-Saloon League became a
virtual subsidiary of the Republican National
Committee, and altogether the campaign was one
of intolerance-exploitation. There are lessons
enough in those chapters to teach all of us some-
thing of the cheapness and danger of capitalizing
on ignorance and stupidity for political gain.

IX.

For his part Black begins a new chapter. Presi-
dent Roosevelt believed that his liberalism flows
from the same springs as those from which the
great dissenters, Holmes and Brandeis, received
their inspiration. He will no longer be an advo-
cate of a group or a party or a region, and he will
have true freedom. His knowledge of the law
has been questioned—at times by some who con-
tend that we have too many lawyers on the court
already. If the definition of a lawyer as one who
has spent his life practicing corporation law is the
trié one, then he is no lawyer. If it is sufficient
that he was well grounded in the fundamentals of
law and was active in the courts in various capa-
cities for a decade, then he is prepared. His keen-
ness of perception, his ability to get at the core of
things, is well known to those who have come be-
fore him in committee hearings and on the stand.
Moreover, he knows constitutional lawyers. Most
significant is the belief of those who know Black,
that he is versed in the spirit of the law and of the
constitution.

With the prospect that Hugo Black will continue
to grow in stature and accomplishment, it might
be in order to quote the words of an old-time
Populist, also from Ashland, who wrote in his
memoirs in 1929:

“Clay County, Alabama, will yet produce the
statesman, perhaps, who will go through this old
country like an earth and air contrivance in full
gear, stir up the populace, and set things right.”

Page Seven



Story

HE collegiates looked at the
man and the man looked at
the body and the body looked

3 no look; there was about it

i only an aspect.

In eastern Virginia where
the Carters of the Carters-
on-the-James originated, the
land rolls red and low. Here
and there are large houses,
some brick and some frame,
centered among patches of green land that is corn
land, cotton land, and peanut land. In the swamps
nearby the rose-bay blossoms in the spring; but this
is not a story of rosebays. This is a story in part of
peanut land, corn land, and cotton land. You’ve
heard how everything is a story: a grain of sand,
a stalk of corn, a boll of cotton, even men are
stories. This story has to do with such a man . . .
a man who was a story.

Brunk Rickets was twelve when his father died.
He had been born when his mother was fourteen
and had, in a sense, grown up with her. Upon
him she placed few restrictions, none of which per-
tained to cleanliness. He was just Brunk to her
and she Ma to him. When Whit Rickets died of
blood poisoning, Brunk accepted his fatherless
status without much whimpering and along about
the time the red and white crepe-paper funeral
flowers had run and sogged on the grave-top and
the tin can shreds which were their stems had
rusted, Brunk was busy hoeing corn. On Wednes-
days he carried the wash up to the main house,
which was the Bruces’. Frequently he talked to
Carson and Wilbur, the two Bruce boys (Wilbur
was twenty-eight and Carson twenty) about the
crops. Sometimes old Mrs. Bruce would wrangle
about the yellow tinge that appeared on the clean
linen; invariably, however, she paid the forty
cents laundry pay. And that was a good thing,
for the Rickets had no cow and no wheat. They
had no underwear either. That is not unusual . . .

washerwomen usually merely work with such
things. Ma Rickets rarely ever, save in cold
weather, wore anything but a V-necked cotton
print.

One evening, along about cotton picking time
of the season of the death of Brunk’s father, Wil-
bur Bruce came down to the Rickets’ dwelling and
sat with one leg angled on the porch and the oth-
er dangling over the sandy place the rain from the
eaves had packed. With his head leaning against
a post he chewed the end of a piece of grass and
chatted with Brunk’s ma about cotton and people
and things. In time Mrs. Rickets began to tie up
her hair in a knot so that the contrast between the
light and dark portions made for beauty rather
than a soiled and motley appearance. Wilbur’s
visits began to average about three a week and
usually at such times Brunk was sent on an errand
that lasted all evening. In the Spring Wilbur went
away and it was after his departure that Brunk
noticed a change in the appearance of his mother.
When he ventured to get from her some explan-
ation, she only snapped at him. Finally, one day
in July, she told him that she was going to have
a baby. That seemed natural to him for, unlike
many other people of her class, she hadn’t had
one in eleven years. She and Brunk worked to-
gether in the fields except on wash days and when
time came to pick cotton old Mrs. Bruce did her
own washing. Brunk often saw Wilbur when he
went to the main house, but Wilbur never came
down to the Rickets’ shack. Often Ma Rickets
sandwiched between her snappings at Brunk talk
of giving up the struggle on the farm and going
to a wonderful place where her sister had gone.
It was called Durham and there were lots of mills
in which one could work for money! She had
only oral information of the place and spoke of
it in a dreamy manner.

The cotton boll is a fluffy white thing. It is an
ovary that bears its offspring with over-running
cups. When you pick it you may be picking an

A. GriGes here presents a }tory born of righteous personal bitterness, but nourished
and reared by a stromg social sympathy. The tug-of-war beteween its heredity and its

environment accounts, perhaps, for the story’s loose-jointedness.

Page Eight
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PRELININARY REPOKT ON FELLOWSHIP 1937-58

During the first quarter 1 have concentrated on familarizing
myself’ with the nature of cdntemporary southern problems, A
Statement of my course of study will serve to illustrate the
approach, 1 was enrolled in courses on the Negro, the Labor
Froblem and The Southern kegions,

The first of these, under Prof. Guy Johnson, included a
consideration of the background of the Hegro in America=--slavery,
freedom, and present status, It also included an analysis of the
activities of the various organizations and agenciaes sesking
adjustments which would enable the Negro to make a greater con-
tribution to his own welfare and that of the community.

in Pprof. Harry D. Wolf's course on the Labor Problem, to=-
gether with parallel reading, I have endeavored to gain an
understanding of labor theory, and the efforts of government ,
the employer and employees to improve the welfars of labor. In
this connsctlion I have besn interssted particularly in the nature
of the problem in the Southeust,

The third course in which I was enrolled, The Southern Regions

under frof. Les Brooks, afforded an opportunity to learn something

of the South, its economic, social and political problems and its

capacities, The detailed study of The Southern Regions, which was

the text for the course, provided a means of becoming familar with

this regioal inventory as a permancnt sourcs book.
In addition to the cours® in which I was enrolled for credit,
I audited Prof. Odum's course on Methods in Social Kesearch and

have been in constant contact with him as an advisor.



During the present quarter I am taking Southern History
1877-1937, Statistics and CGeneral Soclology. In the course on
couthern History I plan to concentrate on the influence of the
newspaper .,

I have not confined my interests to class-work, but have
done considerable reading along lines that promised & better
insight into the particular problems in which I am interested.

I have done some writing., In this connection I &am enclosing
coples of two articles: One, which appeared in the Carolina
Magazine, on Gerald Johnson's The Vasted Land; the other, which

was rele sed by the Southern Newspaper Syandicate, on the possibility
of re-directing the approach of the tenancy program of the Farm
Security Administration. I have spent some time, through personal
correspondence and otherwise, in an endeavor to get others interested

in the widespread distribution of The Wasted Land, believing it

to be valuable as a clear, readable interpretation of the Southeast's
problens,

1 have mmtn attempted to apportion my time between class work,
contacts with the Yniversity as a whole and contacts with the
non-academie world in such a manner &s to get the mmst out of

the opportunity to come hsre,



PLAN OF WORK

The aim of the plan of work for the period of the Fellowship
I now hold was: To prepare myself as an individual to utilize
the contributions of sociology and economics as an editorial
writer.,

The present plan of work contemplates an extension of this
objective: To study the possibility of developlng new techniques
for utilizing the soc¢ial sciences through interpretation by the
newspaper in general.

For the purposes of this outline the subject may be divided
as follows:

I. The background of the newspaper as a social instrument
in the Southeast,

1I. The Southeastern newspaper's potentialities for more
effective service. The possibility for a more effective relation-
ship between the newspaper, as the chief source of public inform-
ation, and the university as the primary source of research in
sociology, economics, education and polltical science.

I1I. As a corollary, the department and school of journalism
and its function as a connecting link between the social sciences
and the newspaper.

IV. Objectives and Approach.

In the following I have attempted to draw up a general
statement of the problem and to give more of an attitude of
approach rather than a specific methodology. This has been
necessary for two reasons. First, the limited time available

for preparation. Second, in the months remaining before this



second phase of the work would be underta&ken, I plan to continue
preparation for it and will have developed a more specific approsch,
Where 1 have expressed opinions that ars open to question, I hope
they will not be taken as conclusive but will be accepted as

tentative for the purpose of this outline,

I

Studfes of the newspaper'!s role in society are limited.
This is particularly true of the newspaper in the Southeast,
available material being confined for the most part to a few
quantitative studies and to historical material of a general nature,
sny determindtion of the newspaper's potentialities must nec-
essarily be prefaced with a knowledge of its function in the past,

In the Southeast "personal journalism" prevails to & greatem
degree than in the rest of the country, althoush here, too, it
nas been on the decline. The emphasis upon editorial opinion has
undergone a parallel decline, but personal opinion in the newapaper
is still in demand as evidenced by the widespread popularity of the
signed column. It is possible that the declining interest in the
editorial is due more to a change in the direction and quality of
editorials, rather than to a change in the tastes of the public.

The xmxm phenomenal rise of the national syndicate and the
increusing development of the major press services, together with
the improvement in the methods of picture transmission and repro=-
duction, holds a threat to the community-character of the news-
paper and to its influence in local and state affairs, The news=-
papsr of 50,000 circulation can provide its readers with the daily

columns of two or three of the nation's ocutstunding commentators



for less than the salary of its 6ffice boy. Syndicated cartoons,
valuable as circulation builders, usually occupy more space than
all of the locally prepsred material coubined. The umajor press
services provide an abundance of meterial gathered from all over
the world, and the increased interest in pictures adds to the
premium on space, Under such circumstances fluctwation in the
price of newsprint has become a factor of considerable of eocial
significance,

I am interested in studying these various factors from the
viewpoint of the sociologist primarily, using the historiecal
approach, The newspaper as an institution cannot be isolated
completely from its community for the purpose of analysis. uueh
is yet to be learned of the influence and counter-influence of
each upon the other.

This phase of the study is concerned with the guestion of

interpreting the newspaper to the social sciences,

II

Although significant progress has been made in the study of
the Southeast's pressing economic, social and political problems
the difficulty of reaching the public through the newspaper re-
meins. In fhe physical sciences the major press services have
been active in interpreting developments to the public. Seience
Service, through its syndicated material, is providing additional
materials, Editorial Research iieports, which provides a service
for gathering and interpreting economic and governmental data,
has not been subscriced to by many papers in the Southeast,

- lilaterial is available which would lead to & wider understand-

Se



ing of such problems as freight-rate differentials, wage differen=
tials, labor legislation, farm tenancy, cotton economics, labor
relations, race relations, regional planning, etc, However,

there are few men who are capable of interpreting such information
to the puovlie.

One of the most successful efforts to make available the re-
sults of economic-social=civic studies has been the University
News=-Letter of the Department of Rural Social-Economics of the
University of North Carolina, Few other universities have been
successful in providing similar material avallable for the publie-
cation in thelir respective states, None provide material that is
regional in scope.

It is only through the mubstitution of a factual, unemotional
approach for the biased, emotional approac. that the South will
find a way out of its difficulties. 1t is the university that is
leading the way in this respect,

This phase of the study 1s concerned with the practical possi-
bility of inlerpreting the contributions of the social sciences,
and in making them more recadily availdble for the use of the

newspapers,

111
Although journalism is an old profession, older then the
United States, specialized education in journalism is a recent
development--the first professional school dating from 1908.
Today, although schools and depurtments of journalism are numer-
ous, the weig it of opinion is to the effect that in general they
should be classificd as trade, rather than as professional, This

4,
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view is borne out by the faet that in 1856 only two doctorate
degrees in journalism were &warded in the United States, while
the number of M.A.'s, including Columbia's 59, was 80,t

In the Southeast there are seven departments of journalism
with two universitieés having schools listed. In 1936 they granted
only two H.A.'s in journalism. IHowever, 119 A.B.'s were awarded
in that year, and 442 students were classified as "professional”,
Including professional, pre-professional, those taking courses in
schools which did not have departments and those classified as
miscellaneous, the total number of students was 2,110, Estimating
professionals, pre-professionals and one-third of those taking
courses in collsges not having departments, it appears that at
least 1,000 students intended to go into newspaper work,

The bulk of this training, judging from the curriculums and
personal experlence, is in the mechanics of journalism--copy-reading,
newswriting, headlines, ete., While most universities in the South=-
east offer courses in the uhistory of journalism, little attention
is given to the newspaper's function in society, the ethics of
the newspaper in practice and theory and courses designed to give
the student a conception of the social aspects of journalism as a
profession., (A parallel is found in those law schools which em=-
phasize the case study approach witi scant atte:tion to concepts,;’
justice asnd the broader aspects of jurisprudence.)

The programs of study for undergraduates include requirements
for courses in "such subjects as history, econoules, government,

l, Note: All the figures given are from Editor & Publisher's
Newspaper Yearbook for 1937, the only source readily available.




&nd politics, soclology, literaturs and language, natural science,
psychology and philoaophy“.2 Within this field, however, it has
been difficult to mold a "broad background" without running into
the danger of allowing the student to escape with a superficial
hodge=podge of credits in disconnected and unrelated courses,

Thus far, journalism education has not been entirely satis-
factory to the student, the university which has a depsrtment or
school, or to the newspaper, It is still in & period of adjust-
ment .

A number of handicaps have retarded adjustments, The under-
graduate who prepares for the broad field of journalism does not
know which task he is fitting himself for specifically, If he
knew that he was destined to beerme & dramatic critic he could
take courses lu the Vietorian Drama and Shakespeare, but at that
period in his career it is just as likely that he will become a
labor reporter and a course in Personnel Relations or Labor Theory
would be more valuable,

One of the chief handicaps, perhaps, has been the deart . of
journalism education on the graduate level, <roblems in the ad-
Justments of the soclal sciences m to the needs of society are
dealt with in the university on the graduate level and out of the
graduate school have ceme tlis researci and the broadening of hori-
zons that are essential to maturity,.

The selection of texts for the study of journalism is meagre,
anothier handlcap due in part to the scarcity of graduate schools,
2, Recomusndation of Council on Education of .merican Association

of Schools and Departments of Journalism. From Lee, A.M., The
Daily Newspuper in America. _ 4
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There are & number of histories of journalism iu the United States,

including one of the most recent, The Daily Newspaper in .umerica,

by alfred M. Lee. 1In his history Lee émphasizes tle social aspects
of the newspaper, There are numerous works on the newspaper men;
there are exaltatlons of the newspaper as an institution; and
there are condemmations of its mslefactions and shiortcomnings,
Objective studies of its various aspects are rars,

The possibility of a more effective use of college newspapers
as a laboratory for journalism studauﬁa also bears consideration

in this connection,

1V Objectives and .pproach

1 do not propose to explore all of the aspects of the problem
outlined to the ultimate, nor to "solve" all of the problems posed,
The aim is to study the role of the newspaperx in the past, particu-
larly in the Southeast, with a view to determining its possibilities
for more effective service in the future., At present 1 am not able
to predict the producti n of a coneise, tangible dissertation cal=-
culated to fit a well-defined niche,

Sho.ld my fellowship be renewed at the conc usion of this year,
I would contirue here at the University of lorth Carolina for at
least two additional quarters., During that time I would take
such courses i the social sclences as give promise of a better
understanding of the problems outlined. 1 would not endeavor
to take a full sehedule but/gggég time for independent study.
Depending upon the progress made st the end of these two quarters,
I would continue here or take oneseuester of work at the University

of Wisconsin/



The contribution 1 would hope to make would be in two

directions:

First, As a result of the additional period of study to be

better equipped as an individual for active newspaper work, or tho

teaching of journalism,

Second. The possible publication of material growing out of
the study, and aimed at a more effective relationship between the
newspaper and the coutributions of the social sciences,

Upon the completion of the seecond fellowship period 1 would
plan to return to ne spaper work or to seek a teac.ing position
which would give promise of an opportunity for coupletion of the

study and preparation of the results,

8.



LETTERS OF REFERENCE
(iould Beech

Dr. Lee M. Brooks, Assoclate Prefessor Soclology, University of Nerth Carolina

It has been a pleasure to read over the statement by Mr,
Gould Beech regerding his vislon and progresm perteianing to the newapaper
in modern society. I have tolked with him at various times on this =abject
and on relsted subjects. Always I have been impressed with his maturity of
grasp, his analytic powers, snd his remarkably wide base of knowledge. Though
he has been with us only half of an academic¢ year he has already established
for himgelf an enviable repvtation for cogency of thinking., I lock for him
toe be a resl lesder in thought and well-tempered action in the Scuth. I
know of no one who glvee more promise in bringing sbout & new sceisl-respon-
ible emphasis in the field of modern journalism., As indiceted in his state-
nQnt he sees the weaknesses in the present situation and, &s nearly as anyone
can, the possibilitles of a new day in newspaper functioning,

In laying the foundation for the sort of task he envisions,
he hae been energetic in his studies; is one of the cleerest thinkers, one
of the best sifters of values, I have ever had in my clesses.

Personally, I covet for him every opportunity te go
eheed with his work, but more than for the satisfactions connected with my
personal admiration of him, I crave for the South mnd the Nation that he
may be encouraged to go on &nd on toward the goal which he and the (too)
few of his type are striving to achieve.

In this project he has my unqualified endorsement.

Dr, Guy Johnson, Research Associate & Associate Professor Sociology, Univer-
eity of North Carolina

In brief, I wish to say thet I think ¥r. Beech is a very



(Letters of Reference - Gould Beech)

able man, that he works hard, and that he believes firmly in what he is

trylng to dos I am inclined to think that he is an exceptional ease and
would justify further support. He has alresdy shown talent in editorial
work, but he would be of much larger service in that field if he has &n

opportunity to reach maturity in his soecial science training.

The plen of work which Mr, Beechims submitted secms to
me to be well adapted to his aims and needs. Since he expects to work
later in the South, I believe he should concentrate on that phase of his
program which has to do with finding out just where and how he could best

make & contribution to the social intelligence of the Southern newspaper,
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PLAN OF WCRK

In the last half century the land-grant colleges
have adapted the natural sciences to the special needs of
agriculture. The three major phases of the land-grant sys-
tem--research, classroom, and extension--have developed
agronomy, agricultural engineering, soil chemistry, animal
husbandry, and the other sciences related to conservation
of naturzl resources and production. Throughout the history
of the land-grant colleges the emphasis has been upon the
practical application of these sciences to farming, and the
development of techniques of reaching the farm population.

Every by-road provides evidence that resultes have
been achieved. Any farmer who uses fertilizer (and that
number includes practically all who live in the South) has
been influenced directly or indirectly by research at an
Experiment Station., The techniques used in terracinglland,
the planting of cover crops, the development of pastures,
the improvement in breeds of livestock-=-in fact every phase
of agricultural production--has been affected.

The adaptation of the sociazl sciences and their
application to rural problems began at a later date than in
the case of the natural sciences. IMuch remains to be done
in the utilization of the social sciences as effective tools
in solving farm problems. Agricultural economics is now
recognized as an integral part of the curricula of land-
grant colleges. Rural sociology, although not as well es-

tablished, is receiving increased attention. History and
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political science are recognized in varying degrees in the
training of the personnel of agricultural agencies. But in
comparison to the highly-integrated programs of research in
the natural sciences being conducted by the Experiment Sta-
tions of land-grant institutions, resocurces and personnel

for achieving a comparable development in the social sciences
have not been available, The latest annual report of the
Office of Experiment Stations of the United States Department
of Agriculture (for 1939) devotes 213 pages to digests of
research reports on production problems, 13 pages to agricul-
tural economics, and 11 pages to rural sociology--an indi-
cation of the relative infancy of the latter two fields.

The natural sciences, as applied to agricultural
producticn, have reached a promising maturity. The tech-
nicues of production and conservation rest upon sound scien=-
tific practices have not been sufficiently explored.

This plan of work contemplates:

1. A study of the programs of social science re-
search being conducted by certain colleges and universities.
e 2. A study of the methods of financing and adminis-
tering these programs, and of cooperative projects undertaken
by the Experiment Stations and the Works Progress Adminis-
tration, Agricultural Adjustment Administration, Soil Con-
servation Service, the Extension Service, and the Bureau of
Agricultural Economics.

3. A study of the use of social science research
materials and rural social-economics courses in the train-

ing of personnel for such agencies as the Extension Service,
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Agricultural Adjustment Administration, Farm Security Ad-
ministration and for voecational and home ecconomics teaching.

4. An analysis and evalu=ztion of research programs,
courses of study and experiences of other institutions in
this field to determine which are applicable to the future
needs of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute.

5. Further preparation of the applicant for rural
soclology research and for teaching.

The plan of work would involve careful study of
the Institute for Research in Socizl Science of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, and the Group-of-Counties Sub-

Regional Project undertaken in Cooperation with other North

Carolina and Virginie institutions. Y hewaseess Ywo quarters

of residence work would be taken =t the University of North
Carolina., The following courses would be taken: rural
sociology, rural social problems, history of agriculture,
ena regional problems end plarning. I would work under the
direction of Professors Howard Odum, Rupert B. Vance aznd
Samuel F. Hobbs.

In addition to intensive study at the University
of North Carolina, a study would be xm made of the partici-
pation of North Carolina College of Agriculture and Engineer-
ing in the research program snd of this institution's curric-
ulum. A first hand study would also be made of the research
programs of the University of Virginia and Virginia Poly-
technic Institute, and of the curriculum of the latter, and
of the research program and curriculum of Louisiana State

Polytechnic Institute. As time would permit attention would
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be given to the research programs and curriculum of Iowa State
College and the University of Wisconsin. Finally, a survey

of the social science courses offered by land-grant colleges,
as indicated in their respective catalogues, would be made.

A report of the study of socizl science research and
curricula would be made, and it is expected that this infor-
mation would be of assistance to the Alabama Polytechniec In-
stitute. The degree to which the report might be utilized |
would depend, of course, upon the rescurces available and
the situation existing at the completion of the study. It
might be proper to point out that the institution is going
through a period of dynamic development, its enrollment
having increased more than two-fold in a period of four yesars.
The institution has a vital direct and indirect influence
upon the life of the state, being the center of training for
county and home agents, vocational agricultural and home
economics teachers, and the personnel of such agencies as
the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, the Farm Securi=-
ty Administration, the Soil Conservation Service and the
Land=-Use Planning Division of the Bureau of Agricultural
Economies. The state headquarters of these and other fed-
eral-state agencies are located at Auburn., The college
Experiment Station is already cooperating in certain types
of agricultural economics studies with the Bureau of Agri-
culturel Economics.

The Extension Ser%ice of Alabama Polytechnic In-
stitute has been directing its program slong community lines.

This approach opens the opportunity for effective studies

of community life and community cooperation. Tﬁe'&lder
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youth group on the farm represents a special problem being
yoviges

given attention by the agency, and this field = another exam-

ple of the opportunity for effective utilization of research.

Lee County, in which the town of Auburn is located,
provides the possibility of a typical laboratory area, in-
cluding as it does an industrial center and various types of
farming areas. The Inter-Club Council of Auburn has recom-
mended a program of community social and economic planning
based upon research., Tuskegee Institute, located 18 miles
away, is headquarters for the Negro Division of the Extension
Service. Its proximity makes possible the correlation of re-
search, as Negro-white extension work is already correlated.

The types of research which would be given special
attention in the study inecludle: rural youth, the rural com-
munity, rural leadership, community cooperation, and the pro-
grams of various federal-state agricultural agencies.

I have had an opportunity to familiarize myself
with the field of the proposed study through: a year of work
with the Extension Service, work the the Fyrm Security Admin-
istration, and teaching here at Auburn, in addition to the
graduate work already completed at the University of North
Carolina, and in various other jobs which have given me an
opportunity to study the programs of agricultural agencies.

I plan to complete work for an M.A. degree in

June, The period of study outlined, together with two quarters
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of residence work on my own resources at a later date,
should meke it possible for me to complete work for the
Ph.D. degree. Since the completion of the period of study
outlined would be a year and a half from the present, it is
not possible to state definitely what connec¢ction I would
have with the Alabama Polytechnic Institute at the end of
that time. However, I would hope to return here in some
capacity which would make possible effective use of the pre-
peration made possible by the period of study. I would ex-
pect to continue teaching, take advantage of any opportuni-
ties in the field of rural research in that connection, and
alsc write interpretative articles on social and economic

problems.
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. Gould M. Beech

Report Requested of ~ Mr. L. N. Duncan, President

Alebama Polytechnic Institute, Auburn

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a

reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his

plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

@irn.ﬁww

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

We feel that kr, Beech has outlined a problem of great: significance
to this institution. The research in Agricultural production that has been
carried on at this institution for many vears is such that we have every
reason to believe that we now have information that will almost double the
farm income of this state if the findings of our scientists are applied.
Our Agricultural Ixtension Service is well organized and its personnel is of
high quality. It has accomplished much among the farmers of the state, and
the lag that exists between actual knowledge acquired through research and
general farm practice is a problen of great importance to the Lxtension ervice.
This lag points to the need for more information of a sociological nature,
and our IZxtension Service is aware of this.

We believe that Mr. Beech has outlined a course of study that will
give us an approach to the problem, and we recommend him for yvour consideration.
His training as a newspaper man, his fommer stuly on a fosenwald ©cholarship,
his successful work here in the field of agricultural writing for the Extension

OVER



Service, and his work as a teacher, all provide a background which fits him
for the type of investigation he has suggested. e believe that should
Mr. Beech complete the studies he has outlined, he will be in a position to
be vastly helpful to this institution both as a teacher and as an adviser
to the Extension Service.

Under the laws of Alabama governing this institution we cannct
guarantee absolutely that Mr. Beech will be enployed here upon the comple-
tion of his studies. We strongly predict, however, that, if he is at all
successful in his research, his services will be in demand at this iunsti- ..
tution. We think, further, that he is on the trail of information that may
point. the way for better programs of adult education in all fields. Ve,
therefore, recanuend him to you without reservation. He is able, interested,
and devoted to the cause of bettering Southern conditions.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed gh M

7
Position or Title_ Precident, The Alabama Polytechnic Institute
Address Auburn, Alabams
Date . danuary 13, 1941 |

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. Gould M. Beech
Report Requested of Mr. Roger W. Allen

Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Auburn

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Mr, Gould 1M, Beech is a young man of exceptional ability
and high purpose, We consider him among our most promising
staff members and look with every favor upon the application
he is making for a Kosenwald Fellowship that will enable
him to obtain a year's study in Rural Sociology at the
University of North Carolina,

We have plans in mind for a very much enlarged effort

on the part of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute in this
neglected but important field and trust Mr., Beech will
return and contribute to its development in a very responsible
way. Despite his youth, he possesses a backzround, sociolozied

outlook and enthusiasm that meke him one of the riost in-
spiring teachers I have observed., His findings at North
Carolina should certainly be of great value to us and I
uniiesitatingly predict that he is to make a real contribu-
tion toward a better understanding of southern rural condi-
tions, As you see, I think most highly of him.

OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? %vu

Signed @fm W L

Position or Title %,w/ &_eﬁ’_‘ é—%@-’\ g ,Z Lol Leant Q. MA Ltz M

Address Chatrorron W Pl o K5 2 (i %
D LA /g/ #)

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelqpe is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. Gould M. Beech

Report Requested of Mr. P. 0. Davis

Director of Extensicn Service, Auburn, Alabama

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

lir. Gould M. Leech is an ce lent youn an, bright, sincere, and able in
3 bA1nKing. OHe has a zeal lor social uroblems as outlined in nig plan of work.

e recognizes Tully the fundamental truth that natural sciences in this unation

lave adavancea lar ahead of the soclzl seiences and that £ two should be kept
ln palance Bor maximum refturns from either. Tuis is the es ence of what ne geeks
t0 4o and, 4 Ddelleve, That nis plan witn souwe guidaliceby more experieainced men

l=ad to that end.
In addition to beiuz clear in hiis thinkine he eipresses himse 1T distinetly and

impressively both orally and in writing. This should be & big asset to him il

the Tutre.

OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Yo

s

Position or Title

Address

Date.

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. Gould M. Beech

Report Requested of  Mr. Howard W. Odum
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal. of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early :reply .wdl be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the

large number of candidates.
We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

Needless to say, we should be glad to have Gould Beech
come back and mature the work which he did here previously end
implement thet which he has been doing since in Alsbema.

Needless to say, too, we should like very much to have
someone appraise the social science set=up here and elsewhere
in the South.

This does not seem to me to be = ma jor project.s On the
other hand, this is of 1little importance if it is developing the
man end if the Fund feels that it wishes to realize on the invest-
ment which it has already made,

We here at the University would be very happy to direct

his worke.
OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes

Signed
}IO.IAI D zulh". ODU‘IHJ :
Position or Title DIRECTOR, INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCE
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA
Addicen CHAPEL HILL _ NORTH CAROLINA

Date JANUARY 21, 11941

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelqpe 1is enclosed.
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4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. Gould M. Beech
Report Requested of  Mr. John B. Holt

University of Maryland, College Park

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Being familiar with the need, opportunity and status of rural sccial
research in Alabama, and _haying read Mr. Beech's plan of work, it is my
strong impression that/Mr. Beech's project is thoroughly worth while and,
knowing him, that He is exceedingly well fitted to make a marked contri-
bution through his teaching, writing, and research to the rural leaderships
of the state,

I doubt that it is necessary to dwell on the significance of the
Alabama as a predominantly rural state with a super-abundance of under-
privileged youth of both white and negro races, a large portion of whom

{7 will become the adult citizens of other states to which they will be forced
"~ to migrate for want of sufficiently broad oprortunity within their own
state. The responsibility of preparing them for citizenship in their
own state and for their adjustment to the cultural shock of industrial
urbanization rests to a tremendous extent on the shoulders of the farm
community leaders who are constantly being trained at the agricultural
college.

It was part of my responsibility as area leader of the Division of
Farm Fopulation and Rural Welfare, United States Department . of Agriculture,

OVER
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from 1933 to 1940, to encourage the development of rural social research
at the agricultural experiment stations and colleges of the southeastern
states, Alabama is one of the few states which has not sponsored rural
social research and teaching in the state college. It became obvious to
me that little progress could be expected until a rural sociologist was
placed on the staff, for research money appears to be allocated to fields
where there is already a prior investment in men.

It appears that the attitudes of the key men in the institution are
steadily swinging in favor of the appointment of a man in rural sociology
to the college and experiment station staff, Mr. Beech desires this
position and is well fitted for it.

Mr. Beech is not only =sn Alabamian and therefore acceptable to and
prepared to work with men in his own state. He ‘has, also, been editor
of the Extension Service publlcqtlcna for some years, I believe. More-
over, he is well known to the staff members of the college and the Ex-
periment Station, and in his previous newspaper and community work has
developed many valuable progressive contacts with men in influential
positions throughout the state, which would be another condition favoring
his appointment to a teaching and research position.

Mr. Beech lacks the full necessary training in rural sociology..
With such training, on top of his excellent background and experience,
he would be well equipped to do an excellent job as teacher and leader
in rural social research. He has a clear mind, an apprecistion of the
significant in rural life problems in the state, also, a guiet friendly
personality which will open minds and keep them open to an awakened
consciousness of the rural life problems in Alabama and possible approaches
to their solution. T should heartily welcome the appointment of Dr. Beech
to a fellowship.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abﬁﬁgs?

?’/m ;
Signed }1/ /y WM
Position or MM&E@

Address .()..,7‘ t’/ Soeinlig L s af’ Okuq/a.,..a/
— Ootlage Pund, % Date.gaa-\- Al 1

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius RosmWéld.Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelqpe is enclosed.
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NAME OF STUDENT Mh !

ADDRESS

INSTITUTION ATTENDING _University of North Careolina
INSTITUTIONAL POSITION_ Associste Editor, Montgomery Advertiser, Montgomery, Ala

-

SPECIFIC FIELD_Journsli e =

STATEMENT OF OFFER
BRaP. to Gould M, Beech 4/15/37:

DA COE ol O TS

journsalism.

AMOUNT OF OFFER— $1500 PAYMENT DATES— _J8
CHECKS PAYABLE TO -
TIME PERIOD OF OFFER-Une year beginning September. 1937.
APPROVED BY. AUTHORIZED BY

DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION o AMOUNTI
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April 15, 1987

Dear Mr. Beech: It is s plessure to inform you that

you have been selected by the Com-
mitiee on Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwald Fund to
receive a grant of $1500 to assist you in carryiang for-
ward your plans for study at the University of North
Carolina in the fields of socioloygy and ecomoamics as &
backgrouad for your csareer in journalism.

While our Committee has some sugges-
tions regarding your plans, sbout which I shall write
you later or shall discuss with you ian person, the award
is definite. Our suggestions, however, are in the nature
of adviece and you will be left free to carry forward your
work in your own way. A plan covering the details of
payments under thls grant will be arranged to fit your
particulsar needs.

Plesge let us know at once if you
accept this grant. Official asnnouncement of the Com=-
mittee's selection for the yesur will be made soon and can
include only those zcceptances which huve been recelived.

Very truly yours,

RAYMOND R. PatY
RPsMLU

Hr  qu;§wH 3§F?°h
19 garl P e ———.
Montgomery, Alabama



June 3, 1948

Dear kr. Beechi Mr. Imbres has asked me %to send you
tho snolosed check for 3400, which
sompletea paymont on the extension to your fellowship.

Best wishes for the success of your

projsct.
Very truly yours,
DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE
DAE:1lm
Ine.

ir. ula":'ﬁah.-—'—"“
ans - nistration Hospital

Ve
Perry Point, Maryland
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