
De1::..r Dean 'fbcmpson: 

March ll, 1946 

Ihis 1st..:> let you know 

"that a hott<l room bas been 

reserved for you ~t the tlo~el Shore~and, 5454 ~outh 

~hore Drive for t t.e nights of ~aturo.&.y, Lt· rch 2J Mei 

March L4. If you will not u~e i t for the ~th, 

I know the hot6l would l ike tc knon that fact 

as soon a~ you do . 

so 

Dean Charle~ H. ruompson 
Gr&.duat& School 
Howud Univer ~i ty 
Washington, D. C. 

Very truly yours , 

SUMIKO OURA 

Secretar y t o Mr. Embr ee 

I 

\ 



llarch 8 , 1946 

Dear Dean Lbompson: lt i s exceedingly bOOd of you to serve 
on the Fund' s Committee on Fellowshi ps. 

A first batch of di6 e~ts will reach you e4rly this •eek. In 
tot~l , &bout 15v Bppli cants wi ll need careful consi der ~tion by 
the committee . And fr om this 6roup awnr ds hre likely to be made 
to somewh~r'- betwee6 fifty and sixty people . 

1 am enclosi r.e t he brier' announcement of 
the fellowships which is the official st~tement of conditions of 
consiaeration E-nd awar d . Within t ll1:1 very general conditi ons s tip­
ulnted, the committee tries to _elect those per sons i n the t hree 
categories who 1.:.re .1oo.st. apt to be of distint:,u1shed serTice t o t he 
nation and seem likely to benefit most by the additi ona l peri od 
of development which a fellowship "ould mttite possible . We do 
not ~t tempt to define our c~nditione of award mor precisely 
thttn tb~t. Each member of tr1e committee hlls hi s own str..ndards 
of distinction, >ubl ic service, and eli gi bi l i ty . On the whole, 
I Ulinlc 1 t lb be·+,er for each one oi us to follow his own trends, 
especi.J.~J since th➔ committae us~ wnole pro•a~ pretty suc­
ce:aful in ircning ~ut uny personal i diosyncrasies or p~rticula.r 
i deas . 

• 1th the di gests will co~e li~ts of par­
son~ cataloged first as between Negro~~, white Southerners , and 
rnce r eldti ons candidates - - and wecond, cut~loged as to s~ecial 
subjects: sociolo physics, music , etc. Member s of t Le com-
mittee • ve t..sed rc:1nt devices for recordi ng and i r..dex.ing 
their judgment:.; . ·rbe deYice t ru,t has seemed to me simplest i s 
to r ate the candidates r oughly on an A, B, C. basi s with or 
without annotati ons in a notebook ~s to the special qualifica­
ti,,ns . I n commi ttee procedure, e find i t pretty easy to a6r o;e 
on the top iJSOple unc. to elimira t e the bottom group . llueh ot 
our time io spent in debating tbe reh t.ive merits of the B pl us 
ca.tegory . 



Dean Chf r lea H. fhompson . - 2- March a, 1946 

In general, if .,ou can acquaint yourself 
in advance fairly tl.:.orou0 1u.y rtth t he t.ottl group of candidates, 
tne procedm-e of selection will be indicated readily at the . 
committee meetings. 1'he fir,t of these meetinge is the two- day 
period of Sat urday and Sunday, March 23 and 24. lie meet at the 
fund office at ten o ' cloc.c Saturday morning and arrange the other 
sessions at our convenience. I f you arrive on the Capi tol Limited 
or other eari,y morning trai n from W shingtcn, that will out 
you in toffll in- runpl.e time for the se~·sions . I f necesser_, , l 
lhink you can ~et out ·on the ftarnoon t-r in of Sunday. I will • 
le ve train reservations entirely to you, 1~ being understood 
of course th&t we expect to meet all of your expensos in con-

L,~ nection with the :ellowsbip work. Unless I bear frcm you t 
o-\(/ \ the contrary, we will r eserv':! a room for you for S turda.y •1th 
p,r an option for adcitinnal ni&bts if you decide to .t.ay over . 

c_.o/0 While the ho1.el 6i tUt, tion is ci.S bad in Chicago 1,.s in other 
?'"' i~ii\~ citie~, I am sure we c6.D get a room at some place tt~t will be 
. "'~ ~ ~ comfortable mid ccnTenient. 

\v~ '\I 
Again accept our thanks for your service 

ruid our cnticipation of meeting with you a coupl e of weeks hence. 

Ef.:.1SO 
Enc. 

Dean Charles h. rt.ompson 
Grnduate School 
Howard University 
Washington, D. C. 

Ver, truly yours, 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 



March 12, 1946 

Dear Kr. Thompson: I am sendi ng you today the first 
and lar gest installment of the 

fellowshi p applic~t i ons . You will find them arranged by 
f i el ds , and a master list ~o facili tate loca t i on and f ili ng. 

I n the f i el ds of painting, music , 
photogr aphy, and creat i ve writi ng, we have i ndependent out side 
juries who do the main job of comparison for us, und the 
Committee generally takes as many of their f i r st choices as 
there are funds f or grants . Therefore, you won' t have much to 
do on these appli ca tions, and they are being sent mainly so 
that you can get a complete view of the total number and quality 
of appli cants . 

"J There will be another ba th of about 
thirty more applications , whi ch will be forthcoming by the 
of thi s week or th e f irs t of next . 

end 

We are all very happy tb~t you ore goi ng 
to be on the Fellowshi p Commit t ee , and I am personally looking 
f orward to seeing you again a: ter the l apse of years . I h~ve 
been bBck on the j ob a month a.nd am s t ill occas i onally bogged 
down by the compltxiti es of ci~ilian l i f e . 

If you have any questions please write. 

WCH:RFL 
encl : 

Dean Churles R. Thompson 
Gr aduate School, Hows.rd University 
Washi ngton l, D. C. 

Sincerely yours , 

11,11,...,....,.. Cr. ~G Ju 



AIRJIAIL 

March 12, 1946 

Dear flr. Still: It i s a pJ.eaSUI'e to be rest.ming 
our ~01·.u~sponJen~a ;\hlch was in­

terrupted by r;ry thr ee y ,3~ r r- 1 n t he Arury. 

The juryi~ season ia upon us 
age.in, a nd I run hopeful tiuit you will be ablo to serve 
a.s music:-.1 coraposi tion judge b e!'.ln this y Gt.r. Only two 
men ar., ap1,,lyin.; i n tn.ls r l •.,J.c , lfortt Fs.x: nnd ; ·r s.nk Fields . 
.,.5 ye '.:., I do not h~v£ I'.LELnui:,cripts frou. •:.hEm, und will 
noi.J o.:. ... ' .,),J.J. -t"r,.,_ngoment1:. ~nti .... I ht:.,r from you. 

All of us hope th t, ye,u c, u fiitd the 
time t o help us out B.s,!:!i n i ,hi s yer;..:r . 

l'iCB: RFL 

llr. Willin.m Gr ant Still 
3670 Cimarron Streat 
Los Angel es 7, California 

Slncerely yours , 

I 




