HEPORT ON AFPLICARTS FOR FELLOWESHIPS IN COMPOSITION
By Williem Gront Still

Halter F. fpdgrgon. This man I would consider to be not only the best of
the current yeer's applicants, but the best candidate to huve appeared
during sy several yesrs of judging for the Rogenwald. I would like to
agk the wembers of the Committee to listen to the recordings he hes sent,
to see if they will agree with my Jjudgument as to his ability. In hie music
as well as in his project he has sound, clear ideas. He has something
that is lacking in so many young ausicians today (I don't know him per-
sonally, but take it for grented thaet he is young), and that is balance.
He keeps o sane outlook rather ihan lesning toc Tar to one gide or the
other., He has a grasp of himself snd of his own resources, and geemg to
know exsotly whet he is doing. His teshnical equipment is good. He is
consistent: he corchestrates well and writes well, There is a richneess in
his music and an intelligent handiing of folk waterial. By this I mean
that he hus kept the esseniiel slement of folk music and has added some-~
thing which 1ifts it out of the ordinary. 1 might add also that I feel
thaet his work has much more then a musieal value. In hls position, which
‘ho has won by merit, he can do a great deal to fnrthcr ga;d inter-racial
relationships in this countyxy and in this, alse, I feel that he is going
sbout things intelligently and comstructively.
Erme 1. Heyden, I consider her worthy of assistaunce, because she does have
a basic greative feeling in music and it is obvious that she hes worked
hard end well. ©She ig reaching out for things worthwhile. I note that
-ghe eaploys both the tradlitional and sodern musicel idiome eapably, but

without deseending to uctual imitati a con
gtyle she hundles it well.
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deseph K. Jobnsop, This man has had experlence enough to eneble him to
nandle his project snd o do it well. He is more musicel than many present-
day so-called "composers', and spparently has & sound technical eguipment.
He slso hes & simplicity in his style that might prevent him from going to
extremes. OSome other people &re so intent on ostentation that they destroy
what they are trying to attain,

Ulysses Kay, It is cvidcn.t that he has been workinmg. Also, he is techni-
cally well grounded. But, .lthough he is gifted, his basic creative abllity
end his inuate feeling for wusic do not measurs up to those of the preceding
three candidates. The music he hes turned out in the psst ysar ssems lo me
to be mors cerebral then any I have seen from his pen before, and I am
tempted to ask whether it is really music, if it so closely approaches
mental exercises?

Jeames E. Dorsey, He has a certaln degree of sbility, but not rare ability.
He does, however, stand out from the crowd. He has sent for examination
his uqttings of Negro folk tunes, and these indicate Lhat he could do well
in that field. In faect, I wish he were uore interested in Negro folk music
than in the Schillinger system-which from all I have heard of 1t~ ie an
attempt to reduce music to & series of formulae which would automatically
discount inspiration. Ais & matter of fact, why does he need a Fellowship

in order to study the Schillinger system? He can buy the books for a

modest sum (the publishers have in 8
na.i!% th ong as he
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anyone who can afford to pay) und ecan

seems to be so interested.
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Bachel 4. Fubanks, It is evident that she hss studled and has scquired

s good techmical equipment. Her project has to do with work concerning

' Negre folk music, and I am sorry to report that if her present, exceedingly
dissonsnt style of composing were to be applied to folk music, the folk
music would emerge virtually unrecognizable. It would suffer indeed. At
best, this pertioular idiom constitutes 2 mental exercise snd is slready
decadent, In the strict semse of the word it is not music. Except ss a
means to & wore pleasing end, I strongly disapprove of it, and zee no
reason for the encoursgement of it im music, art, literature, ete.
Eilsen J. Southern, This lady laments the dearth of American plemo music,
It is true that it is limited, but she is not well informed om the subjeet
or she would not muke such sweeping stalements regarding it. It is true
that this 18 a good fleld for future endeavor, but if anyone is going to
compose for the piano he must first of all be a composer and second, a
planiet. Unfortunately, this lady ls not & composer. She lscks originality
‘md thers is nothing outstanding in the style she has employed in her

compositions.
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