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Deer er. Rosenwald: Mr. Smbree is i~ ~~~ Jrle~s a ttnn-i.lg a 
:me~ti..1g of . the Cout.c.:.l o~ ~ur:11 ~ii'.lcation, 

so your ·,vire of the 31st b.<is been rof,3rr i..._ to me. 

five thou&~a s~1 .. reB of Yu.:1d st0ck ,tre 
b;ing sent to Gold.cmn, s.~cas ~.i Coi::?rulY toC._y . I 11tive c ... lle,.1 Mr. 
Rieser ana ~r. Sulzber6er !:.c: t.1cJ bcti:1 ~pprove of c.hc sales. 

Yo- ar-t:.ea. for soco figures . ~h Daccmbor 31 
our c:.ioh bl.lt.r.ce ;-:as t2:,3 , 485. l2. T::1.:.t .:Jmo-.mt to...,etlnr ,it..1 tne 
<.Uviaenu.s .. h.ich ,:e Sh'.:ll racei.ve fro:.:: Seu.rs 1ur:!.:1i t;rn C:c:!°A.t six. 
oonths v,lll. :met re.;ula.r P'-'l· o:l~S t?1r::u.;:i June SQ, 1si6 (.:.ot ..nclud­
ing uny poy1.1entc on b,-. .ru. locu :.>r fi.:..:i...:i.c.~ ,,;_e,1.;es). .-.t the co .• ~nt ..-c 
o•o t31'> , 667 on iun-.1e<l pletl6e$ 0:1 ,;:iich !O t.r::. p-1yi.n; :.,t ..-.,_'1J ~38, ~.~,C 
to t.,h(; bcn~ #1th intere::t at 3/,. If [;.{l .... Ahen this curr~1t tOC. 
s:inres 01' s·..,0c!<: is sohi at 65 or 1LU.er sn .. :.r' th<! cu:.-;to:,H-r"f "' . .,.--:, , JC.CJ 
iu pitid ta.e brt..-ri.i=., ::e ntill h~v? ¼-pproxi.:'!lca.t9ly ;..:75, ':JOC to u.pply on 
our pledJ03, r-~ucing th3c:. to ~-U, 667. t>..:t mo KnO\, 1.: r !l<.:1'✓ d o.ni. ,:,teJ 
&nythi.ng you ,:o:;la u;,.e to kno'V. 

u-. :mbree ..-::.11 b~ !:),_c.~ 1n th-9 ~cvent:-i .~r!d 
I sh,,11 s;>e!LS to him ti1e,1 about u 11'.1::etI..u_; of the Fin~c..} Co . .,.;::i ttee 
the let.tar ri~rt uf J ,auar .r . 

fl H~ppy :,ew Yez:..r t::i yot. imu m-"nJ t~tsnks 
for your Christmas greeting. 

DZ:GS 

:;r . i'!illiam Roscnnc.ld 
Sei::.rs , P.ocbuc1c 11h11' t'ompu.;y 
31st Street t.t.~a 2th Avenue 
New Yor-r., lb,1 Yo!"k 

Very truly yours , 

DormrHv A. ElVIDG~ 
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EDVi I N R EMBREE , CARE JUL I us RUSEN\'/Ai:r·urm! 

4901 ELL IS AVE CHGO= 
1 

_...,___._.-r-1/ 
' 

PLEASE ~ I RE ME NE~Y0RK JFFICE APPROVAL OF~HE OTHER MEK'IBERS 

Fl11AfJCE COMMITTEE TO POST FIVE MuRE AT F I VE JR BETTER STOP 

SUGGEST MEET I NG TUESDAY T\'/ENT Y E IGHTH TO CONS IDER SOME PLArJ 

FvR COVER ING ALL PAYABLES ALSJ THErJ CR EARL ! ER REQUEST 1.1A IL 

BALLOT OF TRUSTEES AUTHORIZING ACT I ON ON so;,1E MORE STOP TH IS 

SHOULD PROBABLY BE D ISCUSSED WITH LESS I NG BEFORE HE LEAVES 

FOURTEENTH STOP CCULD YCU MA I L ME FIGURES TO PRESENT TO Ht~. 

IF YJU AGREE STJP HAPPY tlE\'/ YEAR TO ALL = 

BI LL . S \9'3S 
JN\ 
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Januury a, 1936 

De.::i.r iUlliain: Thts is in reply to :;·our lette..:- t,b::>~t the a:i~mtes ol' 
th.J lfovember trustees i:::cetin~. 

l. tty understt--nding, !fhich .:..s cvnfirr...w by tho.t of tho 
others r:ith u11om I b.:.ve apol.e~, ts thc:.t ~'1.~ r.:l!..nutc a:-, it tqpeurs on pugc 
555 dgJ·oos i. th th"' :ictlon u~ L, bo:i!r-:: . •• h~t .. ~ ~.:id. :,.J.C to insert the 
phrE:.se 11or rovis<l .... '' L'1 the oit:ft of t!l _ _;:.:ir~rnc •11~ types vf te<tboo!<s. n 

U-;y understa>..ndi.ng it thl>.t n.:>ne oi' ..is ..... '.lt b 3:-;,..s.-·ic::mt . : th furi:1er .,)res­
:.,-ure for the ... i~triuut.:.02.1 ::>f prc:;er.t ',!O .. v.:ntb1 .. 1 tc,. ts. t.s ~ c-.ottor oi 
fact, er,ch ;;o..ither.i :.;t,,te h"r o. E::;t .:>L -;:pr-ovoli to,-t,s for the use o.Z lts 
sc!lools. -:;, ·;e ,✓rob:! ei::I. ie not to .L:..cr0t.f:--> th- u:::?. ~).:: tr.c:~ -~ :.-i;t. to see 
-:~".! ... 1-i~r b'3!,t:::r ~:ic.:i ;:,.::..iP..ot be ;.:,re:n:rad .. n<! put kt0 u~e. . t the moment 
the i.m,-vrtll::i •.'~v:o:ti,),. it, to fpt cu~cr.i.d~ t..--UC;'l lLt t,:r ,tua,tc.:i t..> sout"tern 
rural schJols frc,-:lrc J. t .. n.:i i.nto u~,~. : t, s~2:~c:i t'.J .1e tbat t~e ~oint you 
had iu cinC:. i.':'i!" thi. t P ,:ii.Jl'lt t!CCO"plish th°'..:: p-11r;-O$~ by ravLa l O.GS ol 
present t~:,:ts ns r.'3ll as throughil3\, ono8 •. Zi..th t~td, p:.>i.nt , : ;...;i in Co:.l­
_:lete syop!lthy, but ,ny ~ffo"'t.~ whs.teve1~ to·, ru al. ply ;•.:tting aL .:-ercnt 
ex1stlni; texts ~do_:;ted by t!le Dtdtt Jcl-· r tr·,,Jnt~ "o:1Li sw:l ... to ::ie •. iP1: t-3 

of effort :1.na. mi~ht e~<,tly _ ut. u· Lnto ... n 112,i..e::1!.~•le 0.,.osit:o:i ~·~ but, cen 
t!l~ vcrious publis'-ling i1ouses , t>•.ch of v:hich is ,,.iueh:n.; ver-:,- v~~orously 
for co-1:ercial purposes its o~TI le! ts -~ ..... :.r, V8.ry cc.f.cntJnl o:::· :..::iy :nt~r­
ference lfhich looks to•ffat'.J t.~"' use of other ;;u bli.~haxs ' boo.,s . r t.m so 
clm1r o!l thie roint t'.1f\t lf I htt·1 supp.:>~.,) ti1-,t as ~h,At you :!1·" iu o:i.nJ 
I s!lould hLi.ve oppo::...hl it tn .ileetiug. I beli<~ve, t:.t ,. t1::ctter o_' .:.\.ct, :he 
present r,Ud.e:ient ;:.ich .l.nclu-1es t'ie "ol' r.Jvlsed.'1 phr.ui,u i::: re.tlly .. h;:..t 

both j"::>U ~:l ! had i.i i!:ind. 

i . • In to the i te.r::: on ~s.;c 556, the m .... tter wr.e very 
speci fic ... lly u~ocuoc~;::,. If you re:::ombcr, there !ldS a tenc.ency for ti tine 
to ~a.i.::e the t-,ction ,::uch co.re definite e:. ther b.J voting . sum ~orth~i th or 
by authorizing the officers to pro~eed to brin~ :n recommenu~t:ons ut' to 
specified amounts. I ~as ~xious not to get too sreht o coi:m:itmAnt by 
the truDtees in t:.dv t.Dce of nei;otia t ions, .ma you heartily supportou r:.y 
a ttitude. The statement in lines i-.:-4 at the top of i:aze 556 seems to -.o 
a. ver-1 nrlld statement indeed of the consensus al' the meeting. 

Mr. Willi.am Roseni7uld 
Seu.rs , Roebuck and Coir:.p!!!ly 
~:,,n, York, Ne'.1 Yor1~ 

truly yours, 



-
Sears,Roebuck and Co. 

Jhe World's J:argest Store 

360 West 31~ Street 

New York 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
ij901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Edwin: 

"' / 
January 8, 1936. 

} 

For your information: Lessing is strongly 
opposed to any pl an involving selling more stock 
before the April meeting of the Trustees. He points 
out tha t, as matters now st8nd, other situations 
deserve prior consideration, and I am inclined to 
yield to his viewpoint. This will eliminate the 
necessity for a Finance Committee meeting on January 
28th, as previously suggested. 

Of course, you understand that Leasing's 
attitude has no reference to the action taken by 
the Trustees at their November meeting. 

Cordially yours, 

WR:Y 

P. S. This letter was dictated before speaking to 
you. Miss Elvidge indicates that this will leave 
us a bank loan of approximately $388,000, funded 
pledges of $~1,667, and enough cash to complete our 
fiscal year. As mentioned, at the collllllittee meeting, 
it might be smarter to pay off the bank loan ins tead 
of any questionable items among the funded pledges 
(such as Providence Hospital, Chicago). 

1'.:Jl 

I ;. 



Sears,Roebuck and Co. 
Jhe World's Largest Store 

360 Wes t 3 1l!! Street 

New Yo rk 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree - 2 

My atti tude towards the National Council 
may be " small potato", but thei r at t itude towar ds 
J.D.C. deserves a much stronger expression! 



) f 

De..;.r William: I hsve jui;t returned from nearl)• tuo woe:.Cs in the 
South. ~r:..on6 other t:.i.ngs, I un..i m:t r,ssociatcs try 

to visit all of the in13ti tutions i th ,,hict ~~ have coo~;c=:-i:.te ... L1 .:~ny 
ittportant 1ve.y &.t le:ist once every t,10 yehrs . This rec'i!nt trip wt.s 
partly cruwussing a numb~r of such institu tions. .; 6ood many 0.1. the 
appropriations r.hic~ we o~da ~n the boo~in~ :me rushing ~~ys :v~ve n,t 
.rorked out t..> anything s.ppro, c~tlng s~t~sf-,ction. I .:10 not see hotor this 
could be otherwise, for, urgt..d t:.lt:ost frn.ntic-llly by iJr . R.ooen .re.L., e 
!!laue s gro-at number of uppro;,ri:lt!ons for "" 11:09 diversity o_ c·tu::~s. 
rurthen;ore, all of tho e!l.rl;, 01~fo~ts erG ~ime;::: so ouch t,t l uil~ .... nes 
rathC?r than the work ,Yhich went on ii thin thet!l t"l .. t we he-i 11 ttle !.n.lu­
ence upon policy. This . ::.s true of our _;r?.U1ts t-:, Negr..> st .. t.e colleg~s 
end industrial high schools quite as much ~r. to the public school bullct­
ings. I cm increasingly convinced that our polic;-;r fro1:1 no~ 01;. z::.unt 1dm 
at influence u;:,on e...iucation rather than school builJ:.ngs .... -id in oth~r 
fields upon accompl ishment rb.t~er th.rm externc1ls . Jnly by cooc:;:itr ... ting 
on intellectual inf'luence cwi .i'e m:.Le any impression ~ith the -'unu.3 o-ow 
at our J.isposal. furt'J.oroore, I. belieire that even ttith ~.L-::ost Lt.ii,'D!­
f i cant gl.fts ( so far as financiel magnitude is conC•..!rneu) .l .. re uow 
exerting a i:uch Jreeter influe.'lce tha.11 .~e .vere in tho conclu.11.nG yer.r:. 
of the blatant t-,,.eaties. 

An uston!shini 3.1:l'~unt ol :fiterest is J~vvlop:ng in 
rural e-iuaation. Thts is a pri4e example Oi ,1ru.i.t a 1i ttle r:ionuy .. nJ n 
grm~t Jeal of :'.>tudy ttni.l. u.6it!"..t..ion cc:.n accvr:!pli.sh. I eadeJ ;:,.y tour lfith 
t'l'fo ds.ys s.t the conference ;)f t~c ..1<3i1arti:ient of f.u;,erlntenuenc<? o.: the 
N3.tionul £mc'ltion Association . .,t a little sessl.;,o r.1.rr~eoo _'or thos-~ 
interested in rural eJuc~tion , especiully in the Sout~, ~t ~hie~ ~e 
expoctea only t'fenty or thirty, .te had such ,.,_ j,::..c that .,o lnd ~o move 
into u lo.rge ssse::!blJ room -rhero :·,ors:! th:~ tfo hunJr~d. ;.ioure.:. :n (ne'.,r::!.;r 
hali' of thew coloreci) , c,11 e.."g1:;1rly ~eb4ting tie ne!l' proi)OS~ls ror truly 
rurul schools ~mu aetin~ as thou6h the J ulius i{os-1.16" .1.1 .:.-\m.1 h...1..1 su:::i­
dcnly ha~ revealed to it n naw gos;el . 

I i.:.n so il:l}}roaoad by the uesirability o!' m ..... ing :.->oci,,l 
investm .n ts only ,rhen • 3 ... rs sure ot ~ ro6r·~s .. aci pollcius cn..i : ;r." m,,,.e 
to feel i;.o moJest by the enthusiasl'!l over our t...nbtivu .,UJ0 eattons in 
r-:.1rul education thllt I 6!:1. anxious to aove slo1ly Q.ri..>u.:;h •.n t!'!s.t p::-o6r~m 
to be aure t.) E vo Ld the mist"..:. ''5 01.~ too '.: ~ t.j icv .•st.:.1nts. .5.aa or two 
trua tees h-ve asi.011 ,hy . e ~a spen.iing so n:uch time •1:1 st..1~ ~es, oxplor-

LJt ' 
r-"'"1_f/ 
~ ~ ,I ..,. 
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Ur. iiilliru:a Rosenwald ' -... -

a tions , nod e::-:periments a.."l.; ere c-llio.g for action, by Yl'hich they ac.1 
to i::ean nppropri ntions. E.ven as sound a. iJSrson as Prosi.ient :-iutch-ns 
seecad: to lend hicself to tht.t ~r0-u~ent ~t l4St May ' s ~aetin6, t~ough I 
run sure from later wlks with him that ho -l~ not menn t~at ex~cnditures 
should be rushed until b seri3f of •iuiet experiments have sto.m clearly 
the nay. If ~e can stir up so .cmch intere~t ...nd exert so muc~ influence 
by studies and experiments r bich cont only e.. i'e, thouslilld Jollurs c. :1on th, 
I seo n::, reason ,:,by we should bo trying to spen11 !nmdreu.s or thous~in-.1s 
for results less signi ficdllt . 

~r. Jilliru:i Rosenwald 
Sear s , Rot,;b,4cz: un<l Co.c1iany 
560 ~e~t 31st Streot 
?~e'ir York, New York 

Very tru:y yours, 



lhrch 5, 1956 

Deo.r 3illit..:a: I l~i?: gl"l...1 th:it l!~y 15-17 .:.re conveni imt 
~ates for you. &> :~r ~s ,e b.z.ve re~:ies, 

t hey ~re neree:1.ble to s.11 the trui.;tec? . Th~re 1us n iug­
gestion ~ude that :~ :mve t~o meetingz thic spri~g r-t~~r 
than one, the first m~etin~ bo.inJ £or ~eneral policy m1d 
the secoaJ for action on next year ' s progrruu. ThJt prorosal 
~as strongly oppooed by the Chslrc:an of the Bo~r-J snd ,~s 
voted do~n , the sgree~ent boi.~J insteact to 3uve 3 three- ~lty 
oeeting t;10 first trJo of 't'lhich ( ''or su much t1ereof e.~ m:.,.y 
be necessary") to bo -..1ovoted to gt.,neral ;>olicy au.i tho re­
mainder to specific ,.ction . 

On the whole, I .... gree - it:1 Lor;slnb t'1at 
one i:;aeting wlll accomi,lish :ha pur;ose, ,:-;spcci:.lly since 
several of th9 trust~o~ sui~ they coulu not asse!!!ble ~or 

• t·,o f..letings this spr'.ng. But ;hothar we 4~r30 or not , the 
formal vote pas to hrul..ue both things in a o1:1glo s{-,rtes 
of meetings. 

Very truly yours , 

;Jr. 7iilli • ·a 
Sears, M om"any 
560 aest 51st Street 
Na~ York, New York 

'I 
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Sears,Roebuck and Co. 
')fte (J)or/d's £argest Store 

3 60 West 31~ Stree t 

Mr. Edwin R. 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 El lis Avenue, 
Chica~o, I l linois . 

Dear Edwin, 

NewYork 

March 13, 1936 . 

l!or the past two months I intended to answer 
your letter of December 13, askins for sug;cestions 
for the May meeting. Your letter of Mar ch 3, coupled 
with a conversation with Leonard Rieser, prompts me to 
write you at this late date . 

I had intended to write to you approximately 
what Leona.rd tell s me he wrote , and with the genera l 
l ines of which I agr ee . However, there were two or 
three specifjc points which I wanted to mention. 

1 . The r eport. I believe that the r eport should 
incl ude a long summary sheet, listing and evaluating 
each item. I shall be in Chicago the end of the coming 
week ( except Sunday, Mar ch 22) and the first half of 

• • the followini:; week . (leaving Thursday evening, March 26) . 
- · I should l i ke to go over this vdth you at that time. 

If this is not convenient for you, I shall arrive in 
Chicago (from the coast) the morninc of 1ve, nesday, 
April 15 , _ or Thursday, Ay,ril 16. I think you mow of 
my i nterest in cl ear pr esentat ion of the facts ; the 

"fistint_; Yihich I have in mind would tie in with the work 
which I did when working with you on audits . 

2. Small disbursements . Although I believe that 
the mai n duty of the trustees is to determine the br oader 
line s of v,ork, I believe they have a collatere..l r espon-

. sibil ity, to see that the funds ar e car efully administer ed. 
While personally satisfied that the fund is econo~~call y 
administered, some comments may be made concerneinc small 

rfll&lropriation_j and concerning certain items of expense. 
,., • ft • -1'.·\Jtfist what all of these mi cht be I cannot ~ay, but a ,par ently 
~~~ "'i . there is some question about a small appropri~tion 

•• given t o Winnetka school s, which a tJpropr~a.ti 6i9- was not 
contemplated by the t r ustees of t he exec·1ti v~ fomrni ttee 
in voting funds . Also, there seems to be sortre question 



Sears,Roebuck and Co. 
Jhe World's .largest Store 

360 West 31!! Street 

NewYork 

about certain investigating trips , specifically trips 
suppose-~ly ma.de to New }.:ex:;.co f!.llCI to British Columbia , 
at the funds' expense. 1ihether or not this money was 
spent is not in my opinion, a serio1•s matter. I do think, 
however , that if there are any questionable small expen­
ditures they shoul d be clenr ly brought out in the r epor t . 
l'he trustees can then discuss whether or not they wish 
to continue t r eatin0 such items as they have been treating 
them in the past . This miGllt cJo much to help keep the 
atmosphere clea r of petty matt er s i n the future . 

3. Now work. The fund has entered many projects 
which were e-vtre .ely promising, but which ,.,ere dropped 
on account of tho depression. ' ome of t hese projects 
come within the f ields of Negro ,f8 lfar e and L!edical 
Economics . I haive in mind our oxper ement with a llec;ro 
Public Heal th Visiting nurse, and our experiments in 
syphilis control . ::iimil a.r l y , can we continue the 
"Gar th Akrid·;e11 type of work in other fields? 

4. other founda t ions . I believe that the report 
should indicate where vre stand in relation to other 
funds--where could \fc a ssist then or solicit t her assis­
tance--where might our work du i licat e or over-lap the 
work of other s? You are doubtless fa.ilia r with the con­
tents of the enclose•l clipping. 

5. General fields . Althoui;}l we sh 11 pr obably not 
consi der abandoning onr maj or fiel d of Nei~ro md Southern 
rural welfare and education, we might profitably dii;cuss 
possible phases which should be a·dec or dronped within 
this broader group. Sir1ilarly, in t he fiel d of Medical 
Economics , ou6ht we drop otit of group insurance , stress 
pay clinics , or work in some of the fields which Doctor 
Davis has so ably outline . Ought we drop this as a minor 
f ield , and subst itute something else? 

6. Reply to your le ,,ter of March 3. ,..,J,, a,m_enthu­
siastic about your working by inf l 11ential~~t than 
by a ppropriations . I am glad t o not e that you are 
pleased with our present accomplishrlents . Although I 
favor this wor ~, I believe that the re i s danger of its 
remai ning too theoretical. Certainl y, its r eccr.t ~~P,~ d 
has been increasi,,,gly abstr act. ~ybe this r ~gu;i.r es the 
pr esentation of some long time plan and schedt1ie-, so 

that we may know w en to expect concr et e r esul ts . Appa.rEn tly 



Sears,Roebuck and Co. 
-:Jhe Worlds Largest Store 
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NewYork 

some able judges feel that the work is a waste of time 
(although I believe it has tremendous potentialities) . 
Vve ought to get their criticisms and su6_·estions . 

The same principles apply to other work of an 
influential character. 1fuat can we do to follow up on 
your 11cotton tenancy" report? liha.t gener al plan and 
schedule should this follow? Ought we try to replace 
Doctor Peters, or ought we augment this type of work, 
expanding it into other fields? The dangers of inf luen­
tial activities are lost unless planned and scheduled. 
They may develop into increasingly vaguer fields. 

7 . Reply to your letter of January 8. Texts. To 
what extent miGht Southern rural education be improved 
by the use of existing texts which are used or available 
but which are not currently used in the rural South. 
Kindly reply to this question. 

8 . All of the above covers a vride range but it is 
only intended to be a help to you and is definitely~ to 
be construed as criticism of your work. You will readily 
see that certain portions of it are i ntended to be confi­
dential , and that other portions are not of a nature ,.,hich 
our;ht to be d isct:ssed in open meeting. The handling of 
the various points can also be covered with me when we 
next meet . 

I am enclosing a carbon copy of this which you may 
want to~ to Mr . Lessing J. Rosenwald. 

Vffi/jlm. 
Enclosure . 

Cordially yours , 

Willi R 
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.let.Ass OF SERVICE DESI RED\. CHECK 
DOMES T IC CABLE WESTE RN TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER X DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN. 
NIGHT NIGHT 

UNI ON 
MESSAGE LETTER 

NIGHT SHIP 
LETTER RADIOGRAM TIME FILED 

Patron, aboold check cJus of eenice 
deeired; otberwi.ae message wllJ be 

transmitted aa a foll·rate 
R . 8 . WHIT£ NEW CO~B C A RLTON J . C . WILL• VsR ~onlcatfon. 

Ptl .. t O .&NT C HA.IIIMAN 0 " TH& aoAJlD IF1Jt8T VICll0 P llt&8 I O CHT 

Send tbc/ollo,,inf meuage, at,l,Ject lo tbc tenm on b~ hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

f'"'rch 16, 19i6 

An.., ertn.., y ur lotter •~ch thu•tren cnt.lr . .. or~ han b en -re nrcd i.lllder detailed 

tnstructl~.!u Llld .,t?porvisi n Lensing Rosen uld h is checkin finul copy tod· y stop 

Sur y u .:11 ... gree there mu:;t b singlfl di-rccti n in ::iuch u c .... i'l .. r ort es_ cially 

preoentati n r fin nci~l o lcs and th~t L~sslng•s judgm nt ~.oulp c 1trol ntop 
.... J. ;,, J ,_£ J~ ~ 

havo velc (;d your auggesti ns but fdlc,rii••g Lessing; rer a;...... . tudc:.y,..c ..... "· mu~t :;t 
~J:i.~ 

lnn gr her in rdf;r t i!Jsue d cument s direct d n A~ril fir·t stop Plo 3 iv 

as n;uch time a.c ssible next f' rnday 'arch t cntythird r f wll:ni1.u dcys 

JU:.IUS Ros nw·ld Pund 
430 Ellis Jve .• Chicago 
GS 

f.d :n R. brce 

T HE QU ICKEST , SU REST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE, 

culd 

rt to 

r.:e 
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j,pril 17, 195G 

Dear William: Olir talk this romin61 ~lthough at the unseasonable 
and unsooiru. hour of breakfast, was one of the Qost 

fruitful we have ever had. Herewith a few notes about it to preeorve 
the record. 

(1) I have •ritten a note ot introduction to 
Dr. Gregg to:r your Dr. l'filaon. I h'lve e.lao told Greg5 t hli t I have 
issued this note so that he will be expecting tt call from Dr . Wilson. 

(2) I 8m sending another copy or tho Scbrieke book 
to you ir:l. exchange for your oo!ltribut!on to tho sociological enltghte11-
aent or Kansas - or wherever it w-Ls you le.f't tha other copy.. By the 
way, we ~till 1:-...:.ve ao.i:i.a copies under our contract rights with the 
VU:1.ng Press. If you t'l'Ould like en7 JOOr .... or uould like us to send 
·copies to any of your friends, let us know. 

( 3) I run enclosing heretri t~ Bee Ruml • s paper on 
"Confusion and Compromise. 11 So f<JS as I know this is the second paper 
he bas ffl'ittan during his entire life, the othar being M interestillg 
item on nostalgia as one o_f the basic drives in human n.ffaira. If you 
should want that too you will have to apply to hiul. The paper I am 
enclosing is brilliant in a typiot:lly Bee fashion . 

(4) ~e discussed the possibility of an investment 
fro'I some "P.osoo'1.:dd so-urcen in tho Rust cotton-picking enterprise and 
lef't the utter on ths table !.'or further thought and discussion. The 
desire 0£ the Rust brothers to handle their i~vention for social rather 
tr-.an pro.fit-making ends is so revolutionary th~t I obould like soae of 
us to bava e. part in it. It sounus like the beginning of a nel'1 note 
1n J.111ericnn industry~ The cotton picker is e.pt to ba as revolutionary 
in 1t3 eocial ei':f'ects as the cotton gin. If this new invention can 
also introduce u new motive into industri~l life it ruo.y bo historic 
indeed. The difficulty , of course, is that the proposal falls outside 
regular capitalistic financing on the one hand ruid outside t'le customary 
procedures in philanthropy on the oth~. But 11e preen ourealvea on our 
ability to handle really significant m~tters without subservience to 
routine procedures. 
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{5) tte also discusseo. a number of matters hii.ving 
t,o do with the P.osenwald Famtly Association, including t::ie possibil­
ity or using part ot the prospective gift to the Fund from that 
Association not as an outright gift but as a sum of money to be 
administered bye group o£ not more th.an three persons for projects 
within the general scope 0£ the Fund' s interest but or too revolu­
tionary a character to be easily handled within a foundation organ­
ization. 

(6) We discussed t he question of Gerrcan ref'ugee 
professors. It was agreed that neither the !'una nor I personally 
should concern ourselves with this matter. It is large ani.i complex 
and sbould be hmldled l.::rJ individuals or institutions able to give 
it much more attention than I and a7 associates can in view of the 
multiplicity and intensity of other demands upon us. ram therefore 
returnine to Adele Levy tna letter which: she sent to me concerning 
one such refugee wid will continue to expl ain to other inquirers 
t hat this matter is completely outside the coapet ence of the Fund. 

(7) We touched upon policies with respect to 
t he Fnaily Association gift or gifts to the University of Chteago. 
I do not record Olll' conversation because lt was too tentative and 
personal to justify even a place in this informal note. 

\.8) Toe decisions which we reaohetl &.s members 
of the Finance Coaittee have elreaJy been approved o.na con.firmed 
by elephone by t ~o other members of t he Committee - Leonard Rioeer 
anb / rank Sulzberger. I enclose herewit h draft or the minutes ~hich 
record t hese actions. At t he suggestion of Leonard Rieser I left 
the amoMt to be paid to t he bank to be determined br- me from time 
to time as more or the preeent block of s hares are sold and on the 
basis of conservative assurance as bet1reen me 8.lld the Comptr oller 
t hat we b.llve ample funds left in t he bank for t he regular expendi­
tures of t he Fund, at least through t he month of July. I have 
notified Lessing 0£ t he actions of the Coumittee, including the 
authorization and request that he put up f or sale another bloek of 
5,000 shares of Sears stock in accordance with his best Judgma:at. 

llr. William Rosenwald 
Sears, P..oebuclc and Company 
Rew York City 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN R. Efl-PP 



WILLIAM ft@SENW"A.LD ,.. 

360"WEST 31ff STREET 

N°EWYORK.,N.Y. 

,=- April 27, 
/ ·~ 

( :_) __ • -1i 

'· ; I Mr. Edwin R. Embrea -- --
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Edwin: 

As Chairman of the Finance Committee, 
I thought i t my duty to collate your future 
budget with the life of the Fund. Attached 
find a form on which this can be done. Note 
that, whereas page 1 can be done in round 
figures, page 2 should be figured out fairly 
exactly. It will involve calculating year by 
year (using the given assumptions for each 
yea:r in each case). Notice that, if the Sears 
is sold, the income diminishes, so that Sears 
will have to be sold at an increasingly rapid 
rate in future years. 

If you think that this form is a 
suitable one, I would suggest your distribut­
ing it directly to all Trustees. If you wish 
to alter it materially (and you should feel 
perfectly free to work it out in any way you 
see fit), I probably ought to see a copy, wir­
ing you my approval before it is released over 
my signature . 

In any case, I think that I ought to 
see the calculations, but do not believe that 
they need to be sent to the other Trustees 
{although you may feel perfectly free to do 
this, if you think it desirable). In view of 
the brief time until our meeting, might I sug­
gest that you give this your prompt attention, 
calling in an accountant should this be neces­
sary. 

-- • 



WILLIAM ROSENW"ALD 

360'WEST 31~? STREET 

NEW"YORK,N. Y. 

-2-

The reason for selecting April 20th 
is that it was a date following the laet sale 
of Sears, and before the present block was 
offered for sale. You may select any other 
date, convenient for your bookkeeping -- it 
would not make much difference in your final 
result . 

The agenda should include ratifica­
tion of the last decision or the Finance Com­
mittee, and authorization to sell additional 
shares to cover our present obligations, and 
requirements for the balance or our fiscal 
year (probably about 10,000 shares). 

Perhaps you will want to contact 
other members of the Finance Committee on all 
or the above, point by point, before taking 
action. If this is done, the resulting letter 
to the Trustees should be signed: "Finance 
Committee, per William Rosenwald, Chairman." 

Last night I reviewed the celluloid 
binders, and am going to give them some more 
detailed study . They are extremely interest­
ing, and, if carefully studied, should yield 
splendid results at our three-day meeting. 

Looking forward to seeing you at that 
time, I am, 

WR:Y 
Enc. 

Cordially yours, 

• 



2. 

(to be figured out fairly exactly) 

Collating this with the budget figures given on the last 

page of Exhibit "C" , we would get: 

Life of Fund, in Years, assuming 
a constant dollar expenditure: 

For Life of Fund: Extenditure of Extenditure of 
4oo,ooo 550,000 

per year per year 

Fairly conservative 
CJ 1/'f basis: j.. 

Sears stays at 
,~ ,_,.. years years 

60, pays $2 per year 

Optimistic basis: 
~ I Sears stays at 2:_ j If years J_:[ '/4 years 

90, pays $3 per year 

11 Boom11 or "inflation" 
basis: 3, 

Sears at 120 , 3 t years '""). years 
pays $4 per year 

C' 

\ 
WILLIAM RdSENWALD 

Chairman, 
Finance Committee. 



STUDY OF LIFE OF FUND 

(in round figures:) 

As ot April 20th (or earlier -- chosen because no Sears 

up for sale at that time): 

Funded obligations $ ____ _ 

Appropriations payable $ ____ _ 

Budget (until June 30, 1936) 
excluding above 2 items $, ____ _ 

Total cash requirements $ ____ _ 

Deduct cash in bank $===== 

Net cash needed to cover 
present obligations $ ____ _ 

This would be the equivalent of ____ shares ot Seara 
L~~ 

at 65. Assume that this number ot shares were sold at 

t his price. The Fund, on June 30, 1936, would then have 

cash equal to cash requirements (but nothing extra as a 

bank balance) and would, besides, own ___ _ shares of 

Sears outright. 



1206-A • 

./cl.ASS OF SERVICE DESIRED\. CHECK 
DOM ESTIC CABLlt WE STE RN TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN. 
NIGHT NIGHT 

UNI ON MESSAGE LETTER 
NIGHT SHIP 

LETTER RADIOGRAM TIME FILED 
Patr<>IIS ebould check cl,... of oemce 
deeired; otherwise message will be 

transmitted u a foH•rato 
R . B. WHITI: N E W C OM B CARLTON J . C. W ILLIE.VER communieattoo. 

P lllll8 1D &HT CHA IRMAN or THIil 804ltO P'Ul8T v,c ........ lDSNT 

Send thcfolloi,ing meuaie, ,ul,Jed to the tenn$ on b~ hereof, whlch are lierel,g a,reed to 

Chica__,o, Illino:s, hp.t•il ::a, 1936 

J Ed, in R. j:',,,br..,e 

Julius RoD~ la F'.md 
{: ~l C .. l:.z 1.t•rr.u.:, Cl::..4-c!lgo 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY rs BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE, 



r.prtl 30, 1936 

Dear William: The enclosed sheets show the way ".te 
are prasenting your eetimates o~ the 

longevity of the Fund. I hope t his meets with your ~P­
provnl . As I said by wire, we ure not able to ~ult for 
confirmation from you as the whole Jocket is going to 
tho mim.eographer toJay . We have the indivinual work 
sheets which you may care to look over, but t~a aescrip­
tion of how we procooded is given in cuch detail t hat I 
think thst covers tb.o oatter . I doubt if you would pit 
yourself against Miss Zl.vldgo 1n the making oft.he 
detailed computntions. 

. I am hoping to get to New York befor3 
the trustees' meeting but I era not yet certain . Jf by 
chance you are to be here be sure to l et us hove a visit. 
If not, ana i f I do get east, 1 will try to arrange by 
wire 4 definitely schedule--J visit with you. 

Very truly yours , 
EP.Z: JW 

Mr. William Roae~wuld 
Sears, 1'.oeoucl. sna Company 
New York City 

f.DWIN R. MBR I! 



WU4W't\,Jl~~'-l!illl Wlllif ,_.,_,.\l'11 
360"WE8T 31.'IT STREET 

N:111w-Yo:a.K,N.Y. 

:ny 29, 1936 

(Y 
:.:r . Edwin n. Embret', I 
President , Julius Rosemro.ld ·'Ftmd __ _:\~-YI ffi,~I 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicaco , Illinois 

Dco.r Ed.-;in: 
-1-

Replying to your letter of iZay 21st, regarding the finan­
cial arra.ngenonts: 

(a) Er . Reiser and I a.i;reed vrith :J" . Lessing J . Rosemra.ld 
that , although 5 , 000 s:tares will be put up for so.lent 
his discretion, only 3 , 000 of then v;ill be included in 
the next block of stock, posted , o.nd that the other 
2 , 000 shares will 1·m.it until a. second future blocl: is 
a.::;se:r.i.bled . 

(b) Re6e.rding your :para.c;raph 3 , Leonard told me of your 
arruni;enents v:i.th the General Education Board concern­
ing Provident I:ospita.l . I think that you rorfornod a 
real service . You ,;rill be interested to ~::noYr tho.t , 
when frcsident Eutchins Yro.s going ca.st on this natter , 
I suG6ested to hin that he should e~list your coorer­
ation. Leonard believes that Yre are norally bound to 
mal;:e certain that the :'lroper portion of our pnyr..ent 
(0150 , 000. 0o,J is applied to-wards tho Lying- In norti;ac,c . 

(c) Regarding your parn.6ro.j_h {, I do not believe that ',re 
should lir:ri.t future sales of stool: beyond the next 
trustees' neotinc . 1'urthen,1ore , I believe that we 
should now sell 6 , 000 shares instond of 5 , 000 , virtually 
covering (if you include our ;50,000 .00 worl:in6 capital) 
the Jl27,000 . 00 deficiency :::i.entionod in the footnote of 
your csti.riate . Perhaps this could be done by changinc; 
the nc-cion of the Fir_._1.nco Conni ttee so that .-re :r.iako ti.·ro 
so.len of 3 , 000 share::; ca.ch. 

(d) In the sa.r:te connection, r:iight I sug6cst that you csti­
nato hoi7 our cash rcquirenents will be spaced out in 
time, .-rith special reference to e.rrro;iria.-p-0110 which 9-Te 
likely to be paid after Juno 3C' , lt,37 . 

L~y I c ompliment you on the action ta.1:J{ iince the :::eotinr; 
a::; well as on the r.i.ecting itself, and may I a!Ls/& take this oppor,... 
tunity to \fish you a very pleasant lecture tour and -vaca:'.:;-ion. I 



WILLIAM Jll<O~ENW"ALD 

3 60WE8T 3U'f §TJR.EET 

N:llfW"YORK,N.Y. 

- 2-

r.::r . Edwin R. Embref; -

ru:i looking forrro.rd to a. good chat with you upon your return. 

Please obtain the consent of the other ncmbers of tho 
Finance Coru:tlttee to DD.1:ing the resolution r ead 11·!,-wo blocks of 
3 , 000 shar es each11

• 

(Copy to I:r . Lessing J . Roserm-a.ld, Chainnan of the Boar d . ) 

liR :G7 
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June 5, 1956 

Dear William: The follo•log actions were taken by the 
Finance Coi:.mittee at its meetinJ yesterday 

(tho full oembership of the eo:cmittee bel.ng present except 
f'or its Che.irmF.n, liiV~n .... i?seoplci, ~ho lua. slgnifie-.. in 
aJvsnca his approval of the pro~s~ions): 

i!S01VED t ::at the Cw:i.i.~rui of the Bo!:.rd of 'lrust9es, 
Lessing J. Rose::iwala, be and he le hereby 
authorized to sell at once of securities 
owned by the Julius :'.ose!n:-,!!ld fund 'l'!lree 
thousand {5,0GO) a~ares of the es?itnl stock 
of Sears, Roebuck l;l!ld Cocp!llly, and that he 
be authorized to soll an &~aitlonal Three 
tho:.1s3nd (3,000) sb.8.ree at :us discret ton. 

FESOLVED that the sum of T ?lo ~undred r..n.d twenty-five e.­

t:iouegnd dollars (f-225,000}, b-!lng t~~ bz.lanca 
due on the bn."lk lo~, be .t)ai ... to the Firet 
rhtional Bank of ChiC,'iJO. 

170 heve alrea,1Y pa.id the ba.'1t 101::n and I am nrr~nging rl th the 
Cr.Airmai or the Board for the imaedlate st:.le of the first block 
of threa t-iousm:.d s ' iares of etock. Io vie-;, or hl;:;her market .ind 
continued income a total or six thousand shares seemea satisfactory 
to all ~embers of the committee. 

I am deferring the payment to Provi.ient :lospital 
until we l<:now more arout the future of this institution. By tha 
way, I had an opportunity for a personal conversation with 
itr. Arnett several days ago. Ile told me that b.e was definitely 
recommending to his committee which meets early noxt week the con­
t1nu.at1on of t~eir grant to Provide.'1t. In view 0£ the comments by 
one of our trustees you will be intoresteu to know that Mr . Arnett 
ss1d the only question remaining in their mind - whl.ch mizht lead 
th8l'.11 not to continua the grli!lt - w~s the lack of interest in the 



project shown bota by the medical faculty and t he ad::iinistration 
of t he University of Chicago. All of this distresses me a goou 
deal for it seems to me that t he university officers are by way 
of playing 'both ends against the middle in this matto.r. 

Vary truly yours, 
ERE: JW 

Kr . William r.osonmud 
Bears, Roeb.lck and Company 
31st Str~ct and 9th Avenue 
,'lew York City 
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Scott, Emm0 tt J. 
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Rural Negro 
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Story of the Negro vol. 1 
Up from Sl avery 
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Modern Probl ems 
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Bl eck Kan ' s Burden 
Findi ng • 1

• ay Out 
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T~o Hague Conferences 
Confessions of a Book-Lover 
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Sweetser, Arthur League of Na. t i ons at \,ork 
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O. Li heri a - Ol a and New 
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The Stcco- Vanzetti Case 
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Septe~bar ~1, 1956 

Dear Willi@: You will reme~ber our talk about the 
Farm Foundation &nu. Mr. John Holden 

of Vermont . Si.nee that talk we ha.v& haJ further meet­
ings with fJr. HolJen and with our opproval and blessing 
he has taken a post as district superintendeut in 
Vermont. A district 1n New &lgland is somewhat compar­
able to a county in the South.. Thus, 111.thout any neted 
or payment troa an outside eouree, this exceptional.zy 
able inan is getting just tbe raallstic e~erience that 
he needs and is 1n a position to try out i.deas in which 
he and •e are interested. This is so much the best 
t hing tor him to do tor the next year or two that I 
think it •ould be a mieta.k.e for hia to consider any con­
nection at this time with either the Farm Foundation or 
our om rural council. !le will, of course, continue in 
immediate contact "1th him (probably making ?rl.m a 111el!lber 
0£ our roral council group} and thus we will get for 
nothing a bettor kind or help and experie.ace than we 
could by paying his aalacy. 

Because or the above happy arrange­
ment, I think nny gift that the Family Aesoci~tion may 
want to make to the Farm Foundation should be en outright 
grant unenCWRbered by any restrictions or ouggestious ~.., 
to Holden I a work or that of our rural council. In other 
words, I think your gitt shoulJ be mMe simply on tho 
merits of the genero.l program of the Farm Foun...iation, not 
because of eny very direct connection which its work may 
have with our rural acho-0ls. 

ER.E:Jff 

Jlr. Willilil!l Rosenwald 
J'f't> Soars, Roebuck and Company 

<' New York City 
~ I& 

'96' 

Ver-y truly yours, 



WILLIAM ROl!ilENW".A.LD 

- 360W:ss~8~T 
N111fW"YORI,N. Y. 

,- thEI 

! ___ , 
____ _, ____ _ 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
c/ o Julius Rosemvald 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill • 

Dear Edwin: 

-r 
25, 1936 

Thank you for sendinA me a copy of the 
minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund held August 31, 1936. 

If it is in the province of the Chairman 
of the Finance Cammi ttee, I Vlould 1 ike to inquire 
whether the officers did or will take steps to see 
that the Pr ovident applies our payment towards com­
pletely paying off the morteage to Lying- in, putting 
only the balance after that to other uses . 

Cordially yours, 

ARY:1'0 



Sep'lber 28, 1958 

\_JV y 
!Jear William: In the payment o-f Proviaent IIospital we 

not only intimated th~t t!ie fir3t charge 
ehould be rep~yaent of the Lyinb-:n mortgage but actually 
arranged e. series of exchange payments all at one swoop. 
r.e made vur payment 1n t\t;O checics, one for tl5l, 5f-2.53 and 
O."le !or the bt>.lonce ot $15,10-1. 4.7. l&eunlfhile, the attorneys 
ro~ the !tyin .;-In had bean notified to hitve the mortg3i,-;e 
note r ec.~v for transfer imd the pr19siucnt of t11e Provi<.1ent 
trustees ~ad obt~ine~ aut}.-->rizntion from nls Jin~ncq COD.it­
tee to PJ.Y otf t~e mortgage loM. In tae offtce of our at­
torney, the ~ilole transactlon ~u~ curried out on Sopteober l. 
Our checks ,rero _paid over to Vie pi-csidcnt of Provident, 
t be one for ~151,562. 55 was immediately enuorsod by him to 
Lying-In, and the mortgage papers «era hanle.l ov~r by the 
Lyin.,;-In attorneys to the prosldent or P1·ovi-1ent,. 

Your request for this int"or~tion sounded 
rather quizzicai. As a mc.tter of fact , I regarJ ~Jg~estions 
in such ~ matter t'rom the Chair.nan o.f the Finence Co1rul.itt$e 
as orJers. It an:,-thi.:lt .:w.:i l.aterforad with carrying out thl.s 
suggestion I would hl..ve r eported the.t to you. I a.a afraid 
I took the carrylnu out o: the ouigestion to llJUCh ~s a mat­
ter of course as not to thin~ it necessary to report specifi­
cally upon. 

Thanks for senJin5 me a copy of your 
letter to krs. Brenner. I hope nothing will interfere ~ith 
your mnk.ing a contrlbutton fro~ the Fam11y hSsociation to the 
Survey. I am not f'orgetti.ng that during tho course of the 
winter I nm to arrange~ co~erence between the editors of 
Survey and a group o! persons interested in this kind of publi­
cation, including you. 

Mr. lflllie.m Rosenwald 
Sears, Roebuck and Company 
Hew York City 

~36 

Very truly yours, 

~'fWIN R. -f ~REI! 

/. 
ill 
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Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
c/o Julius nosenv1ald Foundation 
4901 Bllis Avenue 
Chica~o, Ill. 

Dear Edwin: 

l<nclosed is a letter which I received Pro~ 
m:v at+orney, ;rr. Peter I. P. Levine, this morning. 
From it vou will note +hat charitable corporations 
have to disburse all of their income from securities 
in orcer to merit the ex8!7tption. 

Will you please advise me where the Julius 
RosemV"ald Fund stands in view of this ruling. 

Cordially yours, 

cc: L . J . Rosemrald 



C OP Y ---
STROOCK' STROOCK 

61 Broadway 
1'1evr York 

.Mr. WilJiam Rosenwflld 
Sears 1 Roebuck & Co. 
360 Vfest 31st St . 
Nevr Yor k C'it-,• 

Dear Bill : 

Ootober 3 , 1936 

Re; .A..~erican Philanthropic Foundation 

I a.m vrri tinr to re:-i.:' nd you the. t the Federal Tax .Bureau has 

taken the posi~ion that the income of charitable ~oundatinns must 

be d'sb'·rsed for charitable purposes to the fulle;:tent, otherwise 

they vri.11 consider that the Foundation is not operating as a chari­

table Foundation and will cancel all exemptions . 

I sur.·gest that vo1 carefully check this with respoct to your 

ovm Foundation. 

Very truly yours1 

(signed) P. I . B. •evine 

PIBL :AC 



WllLL~0KEN"1'"ALD - ... ,_-... ~ ·-
360W.1118'lr 31~, STRBBT --~ 

_N~o:ax.J!l. Y.-

Ern-. ___ 1v -\~ -<> 

-I --1- -
----1----1- - October 6, 1936 

I 

Mr. Fidwin R. Embree, President Y 
Julius Rosenwald Fund d 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chic~o , Ill 

Dear Edwin: 

Thank you very much for your letter of 
September 28th. Rereading the letter which I sent 
you regarding the Provident situation, it occurred 
to me that its tone was a little curt. I wondered 
what had been done since the formal minutes made 
no mention of the~act that Provident was to apply 
our payment toward completely paying off the mort­
gage on lqing-In. I was delighted to learn that 
the whole matter had been so ably handled before 
my inquiry. 

WR 
ARY:yc 

Cordially yours, 



.: 

WILLIAM RO&ENW"ALD 
....._ eeei ,_w1 :u'i w,~~1.8=~.;..,,),. 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Enbree: 

N :1nvYo e x , N . Y. 

-

October 

4 
8, 1936 

-- I 

I 

I 

- -

I 

Replying hastily to your kind letter of September 25, 
I am lookinr; forward to receiving the further infonmtion 
which you are sending. 

Atlanta University constitutes a real problan, par­
ticularly, in view of father ' s dislike of sinking money in 
brick and mortar, or of freezing it in endowment ftmds - a 
dislike which we all seem inclined to share . The work in 
Texas with the Negro physician sounds fine . 

Referring to the sheet headed 11Reconnnendations con­
cerning fellowships of the Julius Rosemvald Fund", I believe 
that point 114 11 is contradictory to the intention of fue Trustees 1 

~eeting as I remember it. I believe that the majority of the 
Trustees felt that the lfuite Southern fellmvships should be 
given to people who will work specifically in the field of race 
relations, and vlho will be influential in this field (not 
~ecessarily confined to academic workers in the social sciences, 
hovrever; but excluding writers, artists, agriculturists,eto,e'-.,) . 

Referr ing to the first parap-raph, under 11611
, I would 

say that the details of age and maturity are restrictive, but 
that, in exceptional cases, awards may be given to individuals 
who apnroximat~ instead of meet, these details . 

Regarding pararraph 116 11 
• al though, of course, the 

details of the selection must be up to the Corranittee, you will, 
naturally, wish to keep the Trustees advised, and you will wish 
to consult with them, reearding the procedure which is to be 
followed, just as you have done w:i. th this memorandum. 

Regarding paragraph 11 711
, I would be interested in 

knowing how much we tentatively plan..ld to ,et asip.e for all 
fellowships at our last meeting, and mat propovt~on of this 
we had tentatively thought of devoti ~ theso/.J~o ca~~s.of 
fellowships ( the bala:ooe, of course,rgo1?1£; to_-:tl1~ specifie 
£ellowship for training personnel for matters 9[fltrect Fund 
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Mr. Edwin R. Elnbree October 8 , 1936 

int erest) . If the $75,000 suggested is definitely in line ~~th 
our thought at the last meeting, please disregard this last 
parar.:raph. 

With r enewed thanks for your interesting connnuni­
cat ions, and looking forward to seeing you soon, I a.m 

Cordially yours , 

WR:MD 

11 I ( 
jj, j 

r 
h IL11d 
ft!Jllil r 

J r-' 



Ootobor 9, 1956 

Dear ~illiam: I am nature.J.ly interest0v. in t~o 
rulinb re?Orted by Mr. Peter 1. B. 

Levinu. As a osttor of £ ict , tb..i.s ·;ucst.ion do~s not 
[/rise in t~o c!.r~ o1.' t=ic .. h1l:!us Rose..'1~,.u Fun..:i r'or, 
in r0cent yeors ~t l o~st, ~3 h~ve expentleu n~ our 
philanthropic progr1~ma a i:rea.t detu :iore tbm. t :1e .full 
amount of our r..n:iual incom(!.. Our probl~m is not to 
spend our full ~r.come but to keep !roe spenJing too 
~uickly our f~!ll principcl 'lS :'!ell. 

ram not forrettine 7our question 
a.b•)ut Jev1sh enrolL'il.mt. ot the U::iv~1r.ity or C!i.ic".go, 
especially !11,0!lf: the medicil !''.'lcult,7 c.nd. the muJ.icnl 
st,.ide~ts botn. on t~e tiidncy an:! e.t ~sh Modicr:.1 ColleJe. 
I h&vo E>ome r:.s.ther interesting 1n! .. oruwtion but I would 
rathor t&k it over rith you ·,•h ... -n we next meet th~n at­
tempt to discuss it by latter. 

E:C:JW 

Ir. l'lillilU.t). Rosanwtld 
Sears, 1'.oebuck and Company 
New York City 

Very tr..ily yours, 

EowiN R. EMBREE 



N:iow-YoRK,N, Y. 

October 14, 1936 

Mr. Echvin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

-,;~[\-!1 1~~~-

Dear 1 T . Embree : 

\ \ 

\ 

I -\-

_.;-,.:------- -
Thank you for submittin~ the proofs of your report . 

Althour.h I read it very hastily, I -,vas r;reatly impressed with the 
clarity of your presentation. In general , I think it is an ~x­
cellent job . 

You micht consider publishing a page or tv,o which 
would deal specifically with the work of the last two years . Also, 
I wonder if we recularly publish our balance sheet. 

Regarding the tables, I would make the following SU'"-
gestions : 

a . Table of expenditures, facinr· page one: 
Either under item 1, or under total 1regro activities, 
show, separately, the portion which was spent through 
1927, and the portion which has been spent since 1928. 

b . In order to avoid jealousies, and to prevent comparisons 
vn1ich would raise questions , I would sur~est that certain 
fi~ur~s be combined . Thus, on paees 26, 28 and 30, and 
on page 36, item 7, page 38, item 4, and page 42, item 1, 
I would list the names of the beneficiaries and sh® the 
total, without shc,uing how much each beneficiary received. 
You have done this in some cases, and their__,. are other 
cases, which I have not mentioned above, to which the same 
principle might apply. I do not see the need of revealinc 
such detailed information, where individuP.l institutions 
might draw unfavorable comparisons concerning the manner 
in ,."hich ·we treated them. 

In the first section of your report (pages 1 to 11, 
inclusive), I think you enter into considerable detail, and that 
this tends to submer.,.e the important step v,hich we have taken, as 
outlined on pages 9, 10 and 11. Althourh o~er foundations wr-r~ f 
,.hiefbr throul'h their own staffs, my gu ss is that mps't of such r k 

.. > (. 

ii.\·. 
I. ~;'1 
f~]~ 

~ 
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Mr. Edwin R. Embree October 14, 1936 

is of a r esearch nature . Our staff is engared in translati!lf" findings 
into action, or, at least, stimulating this type of effor t . I frankly 
felt that the tone of paees 9, 10 and 11 (althou~h not the precise 
wording) vl8.s a trifle apoloretic : It mirht be paraphrased : 

110f course, we do not have the money or the experience 
of the other foundations, so we do the best we can in 
our own little way, although we don ' t particularly 
recommend this type of pr ocedur e to others . " 

I believe that you have discovered a brand new method 
of utilizing foundation funds - ore 'Which v1e can honestly recommend 
to other foundations - one which is more economical than direct con­
t r ibution, and more direct than mere dissemination of information. 
Perhaps putting this in a position where it will stand out more 
sharply, would accormlish what I have in mind, or perhaps you think 
such frankness may harm our future work. In any case, it ' s a swel l 
job . 

One more detail , conc·erning our Megr o prof".r 8J'll - I 
believe that apnropriate footnotes should indicate vm.at portion of 
other activities are chiefly Negro (library service , race ralations, 
and rural education, for example) . On the table facing page 1, 
this fi"'ure could be added to the firure for total Kegr o activities 
in a footnote to sho.v the total expenditures chiefly benefiting 
Fegr oei. 

Thanking you for submitting this, and looking forward to 
seeing you on November 14, if YJ.ot sooner, I am 

WR :1.J) 

J 

J 



Novembsr 2, 1956 

Dear William: The other members 0£ t he Finance 
Committee feel that t he question or 

t he re- invest ~ent of funds obtained from the sp~cial 
dividends and stock rights should be as.de a ID8.tter of 
careful conterenca. They t herefore ask t hat t he 
Finance Committee have a meeting with t he Chairman of 
t he Board on Saturday af.'tamoon after t he adjournment /, 
of the trustees' meeting. Since t he trustees I meeting ~ 
is to be reconvened t he next 110rning 1Je will etill 
have time to report to t he Boa.rd any agreements reached 
by the Finance Com:dttee. ffe hope therefore t hat you 
wil l tlnd it possible to stay over tor a Finance Com­
mit tee meeting after luncheon on Saturday even t hough 
this may interfere with attendance by you end others 
ot us at t he football gue. 

llr. William Bof~d 
Sears, l'toebuci and Company 
flew Yor k City 

Very truly youra, 



November ~5, 1956 

Dear Ur. Rosenwald: I h11ve the honor to in-
form you that ut ~he 

?::ectin;: of the trust ee& of the Juliu& Rosen1'c.Ll 
l'und held on Noveruber l<! , 1£::.,8, yc,u were cJ.ccted 
TreE..ou.:-er of the Corporti-1-iun; you 1,ore : lco elec­
ted to ::,nrvo <.'6 ciu.i~'nii.n of t.hu finol!C"! corlf.litt ee, 
the othur wt1::barc of rl..id. nr,.i L001.arC L'. h~ f"Ser , 
urd F't-W'.k L. Sulzberger 1 e r.d t J LCl''lA on the r.om­
inatin~ comr.li.ttf'r, i.r C'l ~,-t.!·w::· r cro1,ors of v hit:h are 
W. ·r. /.loXhI.dcr, chr .. irr-u., ,HK. Joh!l J . Coss. 

Ur. '!, illiam Roaenwcl.d 
Mo est. o.tst ~ 
New York Cit y 

MARGARET s. StMON 



~ear Ltr . Rosenwald: 

November 25, 1956 

I h(:ve the honor t0 in­

forn: you that at the 

eeeting of the trustees of tr.e Julius RoE;enwa.ld 

Fund held on Noven:ber 14, 19~G, y,u 11ere olect ed 

Trensurer of the Co.i.·nore.tior.; y0u were !l.lf;CJ elec­

ted to serve eD chairman of the finance ~omMit tee, 

the other member s of ~hi ch nre Leonard M. Rieser , 

und Frank L. Sulzberger . 

USS:htcK 

Mr. William Rosenwald 
- 360 West 51st 5tl ee► 

Hew York Ci ty 

Very truly yours, 

MARGARET S. S1MON 



a 
December 3, 1956 

Dear ffilliam: In accordance ~itn my promise, I am encloaing 
some notes about men who have been at.4;gested 

from. the to time for trustees of the Julius Rosenwald Fund. I aa 
also enclosing a list of the present ond past truotees or t~e Fund. 

In general, I :mve a strong eommit?:1ent against 
big names on any such board bS ours. I have seen the thing work 
out badly 1n many similar cases w~ere boards have gone out for prom­
inent and wealtey tycoons. In tl:.e first place, ti:le businees )12.Il is 
greatly overesti3:lated as a gener~ consultant or director of social 
or educational move:l'!Bnts. The busineaa man bas been given undue 
procinence in philanthropic and educational boards in i.Jllerica. due 
(a) to our past over-glorification of big business and (b) to th~ 
f~ct that many organizations have used their boards of trustees as 
e. means of raiaing money. Foundations do not need contributions; 
therefore, they have not that necessity for rich men. mw.t founda­
tions need are ~ocial vision and expert knowledge of given prob­
leas which are often more i.n!portant and :nore difficult tnan those 
which private busines8 is accusto;-ned to face . 

In t he Rockefeller Foundation the poorest truet&es 
were Charles E. llugheJ, John W. Davis, Vertin L. ~eraon, and such 
aien who bad t r ereendoua national suudinl but who were too busy to 
give time to study~ng the probl.eml! with which the Foundation dealt 
and whose experience and inte:est lay in very different fields. The 
most constructive and helpful trustees were sucn figures as Frederick 
E. Gates, an ex-parson, Sirton Flexn.er, a research pathologist, a:id 
Wickliffe Rose, a for:ner professor of 1ogie in an unknown and since 
defunct southern college. These men, wto nad little national fame 
and no business prominence, t hrew t he2selves whole-heartedly into t . .e 
probleu of :public health, education, llnd t he development of the 
social sciences and enabled the Rockefeller fortune to make great 
contributions in these fields. The constructive trustees of t ne 
Rockefeller boardli were lJtUch :nore coa:parnble to Rieser, Judd, Johnson, 
and Alexander than to the. k.ind of men whom, I fear, you have in mind. 

\?,~\) The work of a founda~ion i~ at least as expert and 
utC i specialized as tr.at of a bank or C0111!1ler9ial business. r doubt it 

'C[J@ 
.,, 0 
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Sears, Roebuck and Co., for exam.ple, contemplates appointing a 
nUt1ber of college professors, artists, or :aus1cia.ns to its board 
of directors, however e:ninent t hose inci1viduals may be in t heir own 
fields. It elects rather t hose men who have co:1petence in business, 
es-pec1ally in merchandising, and •ho have a special interest and 
stake in the corporation. For just such reasons I think our board 
should be composed of persons who have t ne beat kn-0~ledge of t he 
social and educational. proble!lls v.·i t h which we are dealing end who 
have e.n intense interest 1n tho things we are doing . 

To COlle down froo,. generalit ies to individwu. oases, 
there a.re few vacancies to be filled in the near ruture. In fact, 
next yeu, U' 1'18 follow t he estublia.hed custom of re-electing 
present. trustees for a second ter.!li, t r.ere will be tio vacancies to 
fill wi th new ntlllles. 

While m-0st of the names on the attac~ed list or pos­
sible trustees are of the business !llan type, I believe each of t h.e11 
(with the ~ssible exception of Stewart w~o is now an over-busy 
banker) is a good deal more than a business man. I shoul d be inter­
ested 1n aey one of t hem, not because ha is a prOllli.nent figure~ but 
because he. has proved his interest and wisdOlll in social and educa­
tional matters. I n eny case, ,.e should :tuke :.n1.re in c.dva.nce t11t: t a 
prospective trt.stee would be enough intere~ted i?1 our protra:ns to 
t.i ve them some real study be.fore ne began to express bis opinion or 
caot hl.s vote . 

As I t hi.nd. I llave eJ.ready sai d to you, t:hen t ne term 
of one of t.:.s present trustee.s f1·0::c. t he .itosenwa.lrl fru:iily expires, I 
hope to see Edgr..r Stern :e-elected. I want cim not so much because 
he i s h .11.ero.ber of the f~ (\Y:1ici. eee::s to me on the whole a th1n 
basis for choice) but beeeuse he is exactly t he Kind of in.an viho froin 
his experience and intelligence makes an excellent tr1..s tee for our 
~rt1cular body. Of the general business Mn type, I should rat.:1er 
see P..arold S•ift r e-elected w~en so:ite va.ca.1cy occurs t :~ to try out 
new people whose inter est or wisdi:>Z with respect to our probl ems is 
not yet proved. Some time we should add Eows.rd Odua of North 
Carolina since he has an emin~nce in the wnole f ield of southern 
scholarst:ip and llberaliam that i s unique . And I u so strongly in 
favor of !ionte Lemann that I think we should go after hu again in 
spite of hi s two refusals. 

ERE:Jll 

lr. Willia Rosenwald 
Sears, Roebuck and Co. 
51st Street and 9th Avenue 
New York City 

Very truly yours, 

D 



~AAES TO i3E COHSIDERED BY 
tlO~INATDiG COili I '?fEE JULIUS ROSEl<lil.LD FU!tD 

talter W. Stewart, econo:ust and banker, born in Kansas in l8S5. Graduate 
of University of Mi ssouri, advanced study at Michigen and ColU!lbia. In­
structor c.nd professor of economics at ~isscuri a.~d Amherst 1910-22. Since 
.1922 in banking, servir:li; with Federal Reserve and as adviser to Bank of 
England and to Bank of Internationel Settlements . Chairman of Boord of 
Case, Pomeroy -~ Co., invest?tent securities , since 1930. Trustee of 
Rockefeller Foundation. Address 120 riall Street, New York. 

Arthur Wil son Page, vice president American Telephone nnd Telegraph, born 
in Horth Carolina 1883. Son of Walter Page who was ambaasa.dor to F,ngland 
during t he World Y.ar . He.rvard greduate. ~:.it~ Doubleday, Page, & Co. (the 
publishing firm of which his father was & founder) from 1905 to 1927. Since 
then with Aaerican Telephone ~d Telegraph Company. Trustee of Carnegie 
Corporation and of Anna T. Jeanes Fund (f or Negro rural echools). Address 
195 Broadway, New York. 

iioward ~. Od'9!!. director Institute of Reae~rch in Social Science , University 
of North Carolina , born Georgia 18.84. Gradua. te of E:aorJ Uni vcrsi tj· , 
Atlanta. Career in social r esoarc~ and teaching in southern 'lllliversiti es, 
also special teachineo' at Universities of Pennsylvania, Illinois , and London. 
Hes created only depa.rt.:ent in any southern university nhich is starred 
for scholarly eminence by kAer ican Council on Education. Written many books 
bot~ scholar]¥ and popular on southern and Jegro folkway~ anJ social prob­
lems. Address, Chapel Jill, }forth Carolina . 

Joseph L. Block, vice president Inland Steel Co;npany, born about 1900. 
Cornell gr a.di..:ate. One of t ::e bril li'int end solid yol.l!lge:r businese men of 
l.:iddle r.eet . Address, 58 South Dearborn Street, Chicago. 

:renq Sturgis Dennison, pres ident Den."lison Ma.nufa.cturin~ Co., born Boston, 
1677. l!s.rvsrd gradl;3.te. Served on ~~:r government anc! privid·,e boards a.nd 
co.:a=nittees. ~specially inter estod in na~i onal pl anning and reform in 
eoeial mid econooi.ie order. Trustee T-:,entieth Century Fund. Address, 
Framingham, ~ass. 

Char·le0 William Taussig , manufacturer, ~rn ~iew Yor k City 1896 . President 
and chairn:.an of board ~rics.n ilolas.ses Co. of Uev: York and associated with 
many S"-!,---ar and molasses interests . r:as served on many commi ttecs of New 
Deal Ad~inistration and, in spite of his business success, so~etimes referred 
to as a :nember of the "brain trust." Cna.irman of t he General Committee of 
tne national Youth Ad.cinistration. Jas written booka and ®ga.zine articles 
on a variety of subjects. Address, 120 Wall Street, New York. 
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Harry W. 

Adele R. 

P~ST U.E2IBCFS JJW Tl-:uSTElS 
SINCE 1928 

Chase 

Lev, 

FranUin C. McLean 

Beardsley P.un,u. 

Edga:t B. St.M'!l 

Harold H. S-Ut 

•. w. ilwd~r 

Kurray Seasongood 

~~"stern 
~~/(,~ 

&iith R. Stern 

Served 

19£8-55 

1928-52 

l 9t8-54 

192.8-35 

• 1Sf8-52 

1928--31 

•l9ea le 

1950-34 
..;9 ,., - ti._: '1-o ,7,5-«s 3 QJl 

121::J U , . 
11'- ) -Bi a...o..f /fJ~--.3y 

1955-34 

In addition, Mr. and Mrs. Julius .Rosenwald , 
both deceased, served durinJ tM early yetJ.rs, end Ar~ana 
1.1eutsch aerved !rom 1~17 to 1926. e<tf--•f K ~ WA::.:,u.t 
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WILLIAM R08ENW"A.LD 

360Wlll:8T 3Uf 8TR:BBT 

N:ew-YORX,N. Y. 

December 4 11 1936 

~15~ -
/:/G \ )-I I ..j ' 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago. Illinois 

Dear Edwin: 

The following is a statement of my ex­
penses incurred for the last meeting of the Trustees 
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund: 

The Drake 

Transportation 

Expenses en route 

74.58 

8 .00 
$121.11 ,c.1 • 

At your convenience• please send me your 
check to cover this amount. 

Cordially yours11 

WR:Y:MD ~ 

j 
V --y 
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