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Mr. and Mrs. William C. Haygood | :

Julius Rosenwald Fund S T e e b
4901 Ellis Avenue ’ j _L

Chicago 15, Illinois —— e —r o

My dear Mr. and Mrs. Haygood:

Inasmuch as I impressed on both of you with
regard to filliam Ellisworth Artligeed thought you would be
interested“in knowing that carried through a very successful
demonstration and survey trip in a number of the Negro University
centers in the south and also into the communities.

I think he has made a real place for himself.
We were successful in getting him into the Summer Session at
Alfred University State School of Ceramics. He had been there
before for a summer session and was most fortunate in having
the friendly cooperation, of not only the instructors, but the
summer students. He has decided to take advantage of his G.I.
Bill of Rights and work intensively this coming school year and
also next summer. We believe, by that time, he will have a
great deal of training and experimental work behind him so that
he can go into any ceramics situation and perform. He is doing
this on the urgent advice of the head of the school. He wants
to plan his program, thinking definitely in terms of using the
opportunities at Tuskeegee and I think he will go down there again
befors the school opens to have another talk with Dr. Patterson
and to make a more intensive survey in the light of his training
and experience this summer at Alfred.

He is more enthusiastic than ever about the
possibilities of developing a craft center in the ceramics field
in the Tuskeegee area. He has teken molds of some of his heads
and his razors and tried a good many combinations of clay and
razors and I think he is getting up some very unusual exhibit
material.

(continued)



Mr.and Lu's. ‘n‘TIrlno H&ygaod p.3
Julius Rosenwald Fund

August 16, 1946

I was indeed sorry that he did not qualify
for the Rosenwald Fellowship, not so much on account of the
money, although that would have been extremely helpful, but
particularly because of the encouragement and confidence, I
think his education would have given him. He has such a fine
social viewpoint end is such a careful craftsman that I think
he is well worth considering.

I am writing you now quite frankly to determine
whether you think it would be worth his while to meke another
application. I do not want to encourage him to make the effort
if his case is hopeless. Ve would appreciate any suggestions
you would make.

He has an exhibit requested for a gallery in
Boston in November and another requested for Philadelphia and
several other inquires. These have all come directly to him
and out of the momentum he has already created. We were glad
that Life Magazine liked his work well enough to give him some
mention in the recent visual essay they did on Negro art. I
hope you saw it.

I do not anticipate that Mr. Artis will be
in the Chicago area, but if he is I will endeavor to make
arrangements to have him have the opportunity of his meeting
some of you people at the Rosenwald Fund.

Very sincerely yours,

U rg o vton

Mary|Beattie Brady
MBBsrw
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August 22, 1946

Dear Miss Brady: Thank you for your letter sbout Mr. Artis.

, He has certainly gone ahead, and you have
every reason to be proud of him. I did see the spread in Life
and clipped it for my files.

I, too, was sorry that the Art Jury did not
recoumend him for a fellowship this ysar, and I hope he was not
too discoursged because of it. I would most certainly urge him
to reapply, although I naturally cannot predict the outcome,
since there would be small purpose in having an Art Jury if our
Fellowship Committee did not seriously consider its recommendations.
Failure to receive a fellowship in one particular year hes not
deterred scores of other applicants in the creative arts, and we
currently have on fellowship a painter who applied five times
before receiving an award. This coming year I expect to have a
new Art Jury and their reactions to Artis! work might be entirely
different than th:t of last Yeart's jury.

Advance indications are that we will have an
unusvally large number of sprlications for the coming year. I
hope that if I am in New York this fall that I will have an
opportunity to come by and mest you personaily, and to discuss
some of the people in whom we are mutuslly interested.

Sincerely yours
WILLIAM C. HAYGOOO

WCH: KFL

Miss Mary Beattie Brady, Director
Harmon Foundation
140 Nassau Street
New York, New York



Decembter 10, 1946

Dear Mr, Artis: Mr. Hichmond bBarthe has suggested
to me that perhaps you would like

to enter our fellowship contest again this year, and

I myself have been hoping that you would do so. In

case you would care to apply, I am enclosing a set

of blanks which I hope you will fill out and return

to me before the January lst deadline.

Sincerely yours,

¥CHsen WHIIAM £ Lavanas
EBCQ Dl LA B ¥ MRS

Mr .( Williaw Artis :
New York Strte School of Ceramics
Alfred, New York

)
A
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago 15, Illinois

Lear Sirs:

Since September 22, 1947 I have been working in
creative sculpture under the direction of Frofessor
Ivan Mestrovic, and ceramics under Miss Futh Randall,
and figure drawing in the College of Fine Arts, at Syr-
acuse University.

From this advance work, I have new perspectivs,
and feel that it has been very important to my art-
istic development.

During the months of November and Becember,
three of my pieces were included in the twelfth Nat-
jonal Ceramic Exhibition, held at the Syracuse Museum
of Fine Arts. Among the one hundred pleces selected
to go on a national tour, I am represented with one
piece. Another piece has been chosen to be included
in a special exhibition to be sent to Cornell Univer-
sitye.

I am extremely appreciative of the consideration
you have accorded me by your holding the fellowship
zrant for me. Although I appreciate this honor, and
would be in need of the financial relief it would off-
er:; I believe the fine instruction and excellent fac-
11ities whieh are now opened to me here are too lmpor-
tant to my career to abandon, at the present time.

If possible will you be kind enough to postpone
the given period of the fellowship and hold it for
future use. Or accept the work that I am now engaged
in as a substitute for the original plan.

I hope you will give this appeal thoughtful con-
sideration and come to an arrangement that will be sat-
isfactory to your policies, and still be favorable to

my problems. /
Respectfully, ///7

s

il

"“;};?lé%;fz;%gﬁﬁ



AIRMAIL SPECTIAL May 6, 1947

Dear Mr. Artis: It is a pleasure to inform you that you
have been selected by the Committee on

Fellowships of the Julius Hosenwald Fund to rsceive a grant

of One thousand five hundred dollars (§1,500) for a twelve-

month period to work with native Alabama clays in the creation

of sculpture and ceranica, at Tuakegee Instltute.

It is understood that thia award is for
current work and unless such work is begun before January 1, 1948,
the grant will automatically lapse. I want to point ocut the
fact thet the funds included in this award are not subject to
Federal Income Tax.

Will you please let us know, at oncs,
whether or not you camn accept the fellowship? An announcement
of the Committee's selcctions will soon be made, and it can
include only those from whom acceptznces have been received.

Sinc
WILLIAM & BAYGEOD

WCHs:rfl

Mr. ﬁ}lliau Ellisworth S—— .
New York Stste Collegé of Ceramics

Alfred, New York



RL 1947

Name William Ellisworth Artis Field: Ceramics
Special Student Creative Ceramic Sculpture, College of Ceramics,
New York State College of Ceramics, Alfred, New York

Plan of Work To work with the native clays of Alabsma in the production of creative
sculpture and sculptured free form ceramic ware.
Requests grent for one year beginning September 1947. Wishes to study
at Tuskegee Institute.

Personal Data Born Washington, North Carolina, Februsry, 1914

Age: 33
Draft Status: Honor-
able Discharge

Single, no dependents

Undergraduate Work =
Professional Study: Art Student's League (Night School) 1933
Craft Student's League, 1936-38

Greenwich House Ceramic Center, 1938-39

AEACHH RN New York State College of Ceramics, Alfred University,
certificates, 1940 and 1946
Experience Instructor of ceramics, Harlem Branch, YMCA, New York City, 1937-41,

$1,171; surveyor, Harmon Foundation, Philadelphia, 1946, traveling expenses.

Accomplishments: Member, New York Society of Ceramic Arts and Society of Craftsmen and
Americen Cersmic Society; $100 John Hope Prize, 1933; Metropolitan Scholarship awsrd, 1933;
Honorable Mention for head "Weariness", Salon of American Exhibition, Radio City, 1934;
Award, Special Sculpture, Grace Horn Galleries, Boston, 1942; $100 War Bond Award, Horti-
cultural Hall, Boston, "Enlisted Men's Exhibition", 1944; Edward B. Alfred Purchase Award,
sBoconpliskonentsx $250 at Atlanta University, 1945; Harmon Foundation Grant for the purpose

of making a Ceresmic Survey and Lecture Tour to 24 schools and 6 Negro colleges.

Publications: Work reproduced in Magazine Articles:- Modern Negro Art, 1943, by James A.
Porter; The Negro in Art, 1940, by Dr. Alain Locke; The Negro Artist Comes of Age, 1945,
Albany Institute of History and Art; Life Msgazine, July 22, 1946 Issue,

Exhibitions: See attached sheet.

(Now studying under GI Bill)
Relerences

Alain Locke, Howard University

Richmond Barthe, sculptor, New York City
F, D. Patterson, Tuskegse Institute

Budget Summary

Total Amount Needed $1500
From Applicant
From Fund $1500

“|LE CORX. o Gas




William E. Artis

Names  Detes Plsces

Head of a Girl 1933 Negro Art Exhibition, sponsored by the Harmon
Foundation Gallery, New York City

Head of a Girl 1933 Art Student's League, New York City

"Weariness" 1934 Salon of American Exhibit, Radio City, N.Y.C.

Pottery and Sculpture 1935 New Jersey State Museum

Pottery end Sculpture 1937 New York Society of Ceramic Arts, N.Y.C.

Pottery and Sculpture 1938 The Craft Student's League Ceramic Exhibitionm,
Barbizon Plaza Art Gallery, N.Y.C.

Pottery and Sculpture 1939 The Joseph Aranson Studios, N.Y.C.

(Four Man Show)

Pottery and Sculpture 1939 New York Society of Ceramie Arts, N.Y.C.

Pottery and Sculpture 1940 The National Arts Club Ceramic Exhibition, N.Y.C.

Seulpture (Terra cotta heads) 1940 The National Sculpture Society Sculpture Festival -
Whitney Museum of American Art, N.Y.C.

Pottery (Five Pieces) 1940 The New York Region of the Wiorlds' Fair 1940
Pottery and Sculpture 1940 The National Negro Exposition, Chicago, Illincis
Decorative Head 1940 The Ninth National Ceramic Exhibition, Syracuse

Museum of Fine Arts, Syracuse, N.Y.
Pottery and Sculpture 1940 Industrial Arts Exhibition, Museum of Modern Art, N.Y.C,
Two Heads of Children 1942 The Grace Horn Galleries, Boston, Mass. '
(Terra cotta)
Two Heads of Children 1943 The Institute of lodern Art, Boston, Mass.
Two Heads of Children 1943 Smith College, Northampton, Mass.

Portrait Busts of a Brother 1944  American Red Cross Club, Bari, Italy
and Sister

Two Headsg of Children . 1944  Horticultural Hall, Boston, Mass.

(In terra cotta)

Head with a Kerchief 1944  Third Annual Exposition of Psints, Sculpture and
Prints, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga.

Draped Head 1945 Albany Institute of History end Art

Negro Boy 1945 Fourth Annusl Exposition of Paints, Sculpture and

Prints, Atlanta University, ktlanta, Ga, |

Alsbema Youth and Boy with 1946 Fifth Annusl Exposition of P ts, Seulpture and

a Cap Prints, Atlanta Uhlversity/ anta, Ga. ‘/
(~ y
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JULIUS ROS

= — William E., Artis

Proposed Vork

I wish to work with the native clays of Alabama 1in the
nroduction of crestive sculpture and sculptured free form
ceremic ware,

Under the supervision of Dr. F.D. Patterson, President
of Tuskegee Institute, I wish to work with special students
of the Institute in excrcises which will develop taste and
judgement of form, color, and decoration by means of experiencing
the practical spplication of science, art, and rersonel skills
toward creative work,

The estimated duration of the project is one year - from

September, 1947 to September, 19848,



LTTRRS OF REFERENCE

William Fllisworth Artis

“Qr. £lsin Locke, Professor of Philosophy, Howerd Uﬁiversity

Mr. Artis has a fine constructive plen end is, in
my judgment fully competent to carry it through to successful completion,
It commends itself to me, not merely becsuse of whet it will produce
in his own work, but in helping to open up the whole field of ert ceramics
to Negro youth znd institutions thet train them. I commend him most

heartily for favorable consideration.

- e

Mr. Richmond Barthe, Sculptor, New York City

I have known Mr. Artis for sbout ten years. I first
became acquainted with his work through the Harmon Foundation exhibitions
end have since followed his career with interest. He is & very hard
worker and has a scund foundetion. I believe he has a great desl of
telent. He is now teaching et Alfred University, and I feel he is
well qualified to carry out his plan of working with Tuskegee students.
In eddition to his ebility es a sculptor, he has the ability to get

elong with people and inspire others.

Dr. Fo D. Patterson, President, Tuskegee Institute

Mr. Williem E. Artis spent about six weeks at
Tuskegee Institute last year. We were grestly impressed with his sbility
&nd enthusiesm for ceramic art. We sre anxious tec extend Mr. Artis the
opportunity he seeks. We therefore heartily endorse his application and
hope the Rosenweld Fund will give it favorable congider&tion.

- e w= e



RL 1947

Specisl Student Crestive Ceramic Sculpture, College of Cersmics,
Wow York Stete College of Cersmics, Alfred, New York

Plan of Work To work with the netive clays of Alsbems in the production of ereative
gsculpture and sculptured free {orm ceramic were.

Pequasts grant for one year beginning September 1947. Wishes to study
2t Tuskeges Institute.

Personal Data Born Washington, North Carolina, February, 1914

Single, no dependesnts Age: 33

Draft Status: Honor—
able Discharge
Undergraduate Work
Professional Study: Art Student's Lesgus (Night School) 1933
Craft Student's League, 1936-38
Greenwich House Ceramic Centar, 1938-39

ABPIIUHE B New York Staute College of Ceramlies, Alfred University,
certificates, 1940 and 1946
Experience Instructor of ceramics, Harlem Branch, YMCA, New York City, 1937-41,

$1,171; surveyor, Harmon Foundation, Philadelphin, 1946, traveling expenses.

Accomplishmentss Member, New Yorik Soclety of Ceramic Arts and Society of Craftsmen and
Americnan Cersmic Socisty; $100 John Hope Prize, 1933; Metropolitan Scholsrship award, 19333
Honorsble Mention for head "Weariness", Sslon of American Fxhibition, Redlo Vity, 19343
Award, Special Sculpturs, Grace Horn Galleries, Boston, 1942; £10C War Bond Award, Horti-
cultursl Hall, Boston, "Fnlisted Men's Exhibition", 1944; Fdwerd B. Alfred Purchese rwerd,
Bocemptiskonentsx $250 2t Atlants University, 1945; Harmon Foundation Grant for the purpose

of making s Cersmic Survey and Lecturs Tour to 24 schools and 6 Negro colleges.

Publicntions: TWork reproduced in Magezine Articles:- Modern Negro Art, 1943, by Jamss A,
Porter; The Negro in Art, 1940, by Dr. Alasin Locke; The Hegro Artist Comes of fAge, 1945,
21bany Institute of History and Art; Life Magazine, July 22, 1946 Issue,

Txhibitions: 8ee aztitsched sheet.

(Now studying under GI Bill)
References
Alain Locka, Howard University
Kichmond Barthe, sculptor, New York City
£, D, Patterson, Tuskegee Institute

Budget Summary
Total Amount Needed 1 '§Q0 ~

/ 1\ From Applicant 4
10 From Fund 81500

‘ y
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Willism E. Artis

I wish to work with the native eleys of Alabams in the producticn

of creative sculpture and sculptured free form ceramic ware.

Under the supervision of Lr. F. D. Patterson, Presicdent of Tuskegee
Institute, I wish to work with specisl students of the Institute in

excedrcises which will develop taste snd judgment of form, color,

and decoration by means of experiencing the practical aspplication of
scienﬁe, art, and personal skills toward crestive work.

The estimated duration of the project is one year - from September,

1947 to September, 1948.



¥illiam Ellieworth Artis

Dr. Alsip Locke, Professor of Philosophy, Howerd University

Mr. Artis hes & fine conetructive plan end is, in
ny judgment fully competent to earry it through to successful completion.
It commends itselfl to me, not BMerely becmuse of what 1t will produce
in his own work, tut in helping to open up the whole [ield of art cersmies
to Negro youth snd institutions thet trailn them. I comamend him wmost

heartily for favoreble conslderation.

- e

Seulptor, Nev York City

| I have known Mr, &rtis for sbout ten years. I first
btecame acgualnted with hls work through the Harmon Foundstion exhibitlons
and have since followsd his cereer with interest. He is & very hard
worker snd hes & gound foundstion. I believe he has & grest deal of
tslent. He i now tesching at &lfred University, snd I feel he is
well cualified to carry out his plan of working with Tuskegee students.
In addition to his ability as a sculptor, he has the abllity lo get

along with people snd inspire others.

- - - -

Dr., F, B, Patterson, President, Tuskegee Inztitute

Nr. Willism B. Artis spent sbout six wecks at
Tugkegee Institute last yesr. Ve were grestly impressed with his ability
and enthusissa for ceramle art. We are anxious to extend Mr, jriis the

opportunity he seeks. Ve therefore heeartily enc: j.l&lg, nu.'/on—nmdj
7A
hope the Rosenwald Fund will give it fevorchle onaljera. LoBe

A
- J I )




Bemes
Head of a Girl

Head of a Girl
"eariness"

Fottery snd Sculpture
Pottery and Sculpture
Pottery and Seulpture
Pottery and Seulpture
(Pour ian :@w)
Pottery and Seulpture

Pottery snd Sculpture

Sculpture (Terra cotta heads)

Pottery (Five Plsces)
Pottery snd Seulpture

Decorative Head

Pottary and Seulpture

Twe Hesdg of Children
(Terre cotta)

Two Heads of Children
Twe Heads of Childrem

Portrait Pusts of a Brother

and Sister

Two Hsads of Children
{In terrs cotts)

Head with a Kerchief

Draped Head

Hegro Boy

Alabems Youth and Boy with

& Cap

1933

1933
1934
1935
1937
1938

1939

1939
1940

1940
1340
1940

1940
194«

1943
1943
1944

1344,

1944

1945

1945

1946

¥illiam E. Artis

Flages

Begroe Art Exhibition, asponsorsd by the Hormon
Foundation Gallery, New York City

irt Student's Lesgue, New York City

Salon of American Exhibit, Radlo City, N.Y.C.
New Jersey State Huseum

Hew York Socliety of Ceramiec Arts, N.Y.C,

The Craft Student's Leagus Ceramlic Exhibitiom,
Barbizon Plaza Art G‘llm’ un!'eu

The Joseph Arvamnson Studies, N.I.C,

Hew Tork Soclety of Ceramie Arts, K. X.C.
The Bztionsl Arts Club Ceramic Exhibition, N.Y.C.

Tae Hational Zeulpture Society Seulpture Festival -
Whitney Suseus of Awericsn Art, N.1I.C.

The New York Region of the Worlds' Fair 1940
Ihe Hational Hegro Exposition, Chleago, Illinois

The Ninthn Natiousl Cersmiec Exhibition, Syracuse
Huseun of Fine Arts, Syracuse, N.Y,

Industrial Arts Exhibition, Huseun of Modern Art, H.I.C,

The Grace Horn Galleries, Beoaston, Mass.

The Institute of Modern Art, Boston, Mass.
Snith College, Northampton, Mass,
smericen Red Cross Club, Bari, Italy

Horticultural Hall, Beston, Masas.
Third Annual Expoesition of Peints, Seulpture and

Prints, Atlants University, Atlants, Ga.

Albany Institute of History snd Art

Fourth Anpual
Prints, Atlenta

pgition of Paints, fe
' amﬁ _

"‘T“‘_f/

o
Prints, Atlante grﬂqg/@hﬁ:@m‘
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William E, Artis

Negro Art Ixhibition, sponsored by the Harmon
New York City

New York City

HeX.Ce

Exhibition

N.Yocc

Festivel = "hitney luseum of American Art, N.Y
The New York Reglon of the Worlds' Fair 1940

Chicago 3 Ill.

.

Syrecuse, N.Y.

Industrial Arts FExhibition, luseum of lodern
Boston, liass,

Boston, liasse.
Northampton, liass.

Bari, Italy

NAVES OF ARTICLES, DATES, AND PLACES OF EXHIBITIONS
Wame Dete Places

Head of a Girl 1933
Foundation Gallery,

Head of a Girl 1233 Art Student's League,

"eariness" 1934 Selon of American Exhibit, Radio City,

Pottery end Sculpture 19356 New Jersey State luseum

Pottery and Sculpture 1537 New York Society of Ceramlc Arts, N. Y. C.

Pottery and Sculpture 1238 The Craft Student's Lesgue Ceramic
Barbizon Plezea Art Gallery, N.Y.C.

Pottery and Sculpture 1939 The Joseph Aranson Studios, N. Y. C.

(Four NMan Show)

Pottery and Sculpture 1939 New York Soclety of Ceramic Arts,

Pottery and Sculpture 1240 The Neational Arts Club Ceramic Exhibition
New York City

Sculpture (Terra cotta 1940 The Naticnal Sculpture Society Sculpture

heads)

Pottery (Five Pieces) 1940

Pottery and Sculpture 1940 The National Yegro IExrosition,

Decorative Hesd 1040 The Ninth Nationsl Ceramic Exhibition,
Syracuse lNuseum of Fine Arts,

Pottery and Sculpture 1940
Art, TNew York City

Two Heads of Children 1942 The Grasce Horn Galleries,

(terra cotta)
Two Heads of Children 1943 The Institute of llodern Art,
o i W " 1943 Smith College,

Potralt Busts of a 1944 Americen Red Cross Club,

Brother and Sister

Two Heads of Children 1944 Horticultural Hall

(In terra cotta)

Boston, lasss



Williem E, Artis

NAMES OF ARTICLES, DATES, AND PLACES OF EXHIBITIONS Conbtese.
Neme Date Places
Head with 2 Kerchief 1c44 Third Annuel Exposition of Paints, Sculpture
and Prints Atlants University, Atlanta, Ga.
Draped Head 1945 Albany Institute of Hisbtory and Art
Negro Boy 1945 Fourth Annual Exposition of Paints, Sculpture
and Prints, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga.
Alabama Youth and 1246 Fifth Annual Expostion of Paints, Sculprture,

Boy with Cep

WORK REPRODUCED

and Prints, Atlanta University

IN MAGAZINE ARTICLES

Modern Negro Art 1943
The Negro in Art 1940
The Negro Artlst Comes of Age

Life Nagazine July

James A, Porter - Author

Dr. Alain Locke =

1045 Albany Institute of History and Art

22, 1246 Issue
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Willisem E. Artis

ACCOUNT OF PRIZES AND HOHORS VON FOR CREATIVE WORK

The John Hope Prize of $100 for Creative Sculvture

The Metropolitan Scholarship award for Creative Sculpture at
the Art Student's Lesgue, New York City -(One year of study of
sculrture and art).

Honorable lMention for head - "eariness" at the Salon of Americen
Ixhibition at Radio City, New York City

The special Sculpture Award at the Grace Horn Galleries
Boston, liass.

United Service Clubs "Enlisted lMen's Exhibition" held in the
lorticultural Hall, Boston, Mass. (Prize award of a {100 War Bon¢

The Edward B. A£1fred purchase award of $250 at the Third Annual
Exposition of Paints, Sculpture, and Prints, Atlanta University.

Second Prize for Creative Sculvnture in the Enlisted Men's Art
Exhibition held by the Zimerican Red Cross Club, Bari, Italy.

The Edwaerd B. Alfred rurchase aswerd of £250 at the Fourth Annual
Exposition of Paints, Sculpture, and Prints at Atlanta University.

Grent by Harmon Foundation, Inc. for the purpose of meking a
Ceramic Survey and Lecture Tour to 24 schools and 6 Negro Colleges.



William E. Artils

Account of Crestive and Advaenced Vork

Have made a study of children's portrait busts - realistic
and decorative, using light buff to red brown cley bodies.

Feve rroduced decoretive and caricature terra cotta heads wiht
vithout over-glaze.,

o

jre)
o

Have mede c¢oil, wheel, snd free form rottery with colored engobs,
opacue, creckle, alkeline, end sgraffito designs.

Have

teken rew clays and tested them for shrinkage, warpage, dur-
ability, ple

sticity, and color,

Have studied the technicue of selecting types of glezes to fit
clay bodies for different temperatures from low-Tired terra cotte to
high-fired stonewsre and vporcelain,

Yave mixed clay bodies using simple grog to colored crushed tile
composition,

Have packed, fired, and unpacked electric and gas kilns.

Have instructed both children and adults in the production of
pottery and ceremlic sculpture, the mixing of glazes, and glazing of
rottery and sculpture,

Have made a Ceramic Survey and Lecture tour to twenty-four schools
and six Negro Colleges.

Tave modeled vortrzit busts of Dr. Louis Tulright, outstanding
brein srecielist, and Dr. C.C. Spaulding, Pres. of the lNorth Carolina
Jutual Life Insurence Co.



7illiam E, Artis

Record of Cereer "hile in the Armed Forces

(The article below was written by the Special Service Division of the
Army Air Forece in Bari, Italy).

Vhen Sgt. Artis entered the Armed forces in March of 1941, he belleved
that his practise would cease, but the determination to keep up with his
work would not sllow him to remain idle, s0 he sent home for his tools and
claye. He spent most of his spare moments from then on making smell figures
and busts of his buddies, His work soon attracted attention, and while at
Tort Devens, lassachusetts, he made clay busts of four Colonels stationed
on the poste. The last of these was presented in a formal regimental review
as a retirement gift to Col, William A., Smith, his post's Commanding Officer.

It didn't take long after his arrival overseas for him to begin an in-
culry as to where he might find the correct type of clay with which to carry
on his worke. On one excursion, an Itelian friend directed him to & smegll
clay bank where a very fine grade of material wes discovered. Now, the
question of tools was of utmost importance. Visiting a local wagon-maker's
shop, Sgte. Artis found a sultable type of wood, and with some paper clips,
bent into different shares and attached to these wood handles by scrap wire
menufactured a complete set of carving and modeling implements.

The results of his efforts were the production of four heads of children
which were excellent subject material, and the admiration and sceclaim of the
local residents., Upon completion, they were exhibited in the American Red
Cross Club at Bari, Italy where he was awarded second prize for creative
sculpture in the Art Exhibition by Servicemen.

In October of 1945 while awaiting shipment to the States, Sgt. Artis
induced the Americen Red Cross to purchase clay in order that he and others
who desired to work in clay might do so0, and in three weeks had produced
five portrailt busts - two of Americaen soldiers and three of Italian children .
This caused mueh admiration and acclaim among the soldiers, Red Cross orkers,
Italien civilians, and German prisoners. Two of the heads were shipped home
and he hopes to exhibit them some day as work done while awaiting return to
home

(The article - in part- is from the Fort Devens Digest)

"Since then, desrite the limitations naturally imposed by his duties as
a soldier, Artis has continued his work, and has been encouraged by the de-
votion and interest of his friends in the 366the They have quietly watched
him at work in his corner of the barracks turning out heads and ceramlc ware
which will eventually beautify the interior of the service club,"



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 4 ;
CHICAGO 15 4

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate William Ellisworth Artis

Report Requested of Dr. Alain Locke
Professor of Sociocleogy
Howard University
Washington, D. C.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

William C. Haygood :

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

lir. Artis has a fine constructive plan and is, in

my judgment fully competent to carry it through to
successful completion. It commends itself to me,

not merely because of what it will produce in his

own work, but in helping to open up the whole field
of art ceramics to Negro youth and institutions that
train them. I commend him most heartily for favorable
consideration.

Alain Locke

OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

i A

g il e R TTIr——

__________________________________________________ Date.

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate William Ellisworth Artis

Report Requested of  Dr. Alain Locke
Professor of Sociology
Howard University
Washington, D. C.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of egceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s q Iiﬁcationé -
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

w@ﬁuﬂw&&&@ HQUch 7 'i

William C. Haygood

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

T heve in the interval seen me of Mr. Artis's lestest
work in ceramics, and it seems to me, as emeteur, quite fine
both in technical workmenship and in conception.
Surely, his work at Alfred University this year heg fitted
him additionally, end should enhence his chences for fevorsble
consideretion for hig project, which, it will %=mxn be noted, is

not just individuel edvencement, but a teaching project in sddition.

Wi
prae” o OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed

Position or Title..oooooooeoeeeeeoe.

Date

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND I
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate William Ellisworth Artis

Report Requested of  Mr. Richmond Barthe
235 East dth avenue
New York ®1, New York

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

w&hm@ ﬁlmﬂ"“&

- William C. Haygood

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

I have known Mr. Artis for about ten years, I first became acquainted
with his work through the Harmon Foundation exhibitions :nd have since
followed his career with rnterest. Ve 3is a very hard worker and hsas a
sounc foundation. I believe he has a great deal of talent. le is now
teaching at Alfre?! Thiversity and I feel he is well qualified to ecarry
out his plan of working with Tuskegee students, In addition to his ability

as a sculptor, he has the ability to get along with reo:le and ingpire
others. )

OVER
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and

hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

f (/'-_1 { /-
Signed... ?{W W

Position or Title Scalptor

Address...ooooooooo 285 Eighth Avenue, New York 1, N..Y

....... deeeeDate. L Februark..6,.-.1942

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 1/
4901 ELLIS AVENUE ﬁ /2.4

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate William Ellisworth Artis

Report Requested of Yr. F. D. Patterson, President
Tuskegee Institute
luskegee Institute, Alabama

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

6) &Q*MG H‘C’*‘ﬁ”‘%a

- William C. Haygood '

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

lre William E. Artis spent about six weeks at Tuskegee Institute last year.
We were greatly impressed with his ability and enthusiasm for ceramic art.
Ve are anxious to extend lr. Artis the opportunity he seeks. We therefore
heartily endorse his application and hope the Kosenwald Fund will give

it favorable consideration.

OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed —\ Q

Position or Title President , Tuskegee. Institute

.
———

Ackitress Tuskegee Institute, Alabam

_____________________ Date...danuary 28, ..1947

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



Januwary A7, 1947

Dear Dr. Locke: Last year you sentius @ statsment
regarding Hr. ¥illism' Elilsworth -
trtls, who was.epplying to us for u fellowship. Mr.
Arbis . is spplylog egain this yeer and has sgain given
your name awohg hisg references. I am woendering if you
have been in teuch with him during the past year, 2nd
if so, if you have anything to =dd t¢ your former state-
nent,

For your convenignce I am sending
a copy ‘of your original refersnce concerning Mr. Artis,
together with a new form, in cuse you wish to write us
further. In eny case, we shall be glad to have you re-
turn all of the muteriel in the enclosed envelope. Need-
lesz to say, we greatly eppreeiste your assistance in
helping us to meke a decisien on this request for a
fellowship.

Sincerely yours,

WCE%RC William C. Haygood
Encle. Tirveetor for Felliowships

Dr. Alsin Locke
Professor of Sociology:
Howard University
Washington, D. C.



- WE S TE RN m (e

Telegram or Cable-

gram unless its de- | ¢ lpeelfT Lo E
terred character is in- LC=Deferred Cable
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter
ceding the address.
Ship Radiogram
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STAN TIME at point of destination

UA459 PD=WUX ALFRED NY 9 122P 1;’ﬁEfif
WILLIAM C HAYGOOD= FPATUAY g py 12 4y

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 4901 ELLIS AVE CHGO"

—"

WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF MOST RECENT LETTER,
FELLOWSHIP EXPECTED=

WILLIAM E ARTIS,.

THE OCOMPANY WILL APPRECIATE BUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE



Dear M¥r. Artis: I have seen the recent correspondence

which you have had with Mr. Haygood
in connection with the fellowship grant awarded to you a
short time ago. It is customary for us to make payment
in monthly installments spread over the pericd for which
the award was made but, if your prefer another plan, feel
quite free to suggest it.

When you are ready to begin work under
your grant, please write me, giving the payment plan best
suited tc your nesds and the address to which your checks
should be mailed. Any change of address during the tenure
of your feilowship should be reported immediately so that
you will receive your payments without delay.

Very truly yours,

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE
DAE:;LCH e

Href¥iiliam E Artis__ e

Alfred, New Iork









December 22, 1947

Desr Mr. Artis: Thank you for your recent letter
bringing us up-to-d -tz on your
aetivities at Svracuse Oniversity.

A8 you may know, th: Resenwald Fund
has been speading prineipsl =s well as income aanpally,
and we sxpect to have used up all of our resources and
to elos= by June, 1948. For this reason, it is essentiasl
that we adhere to the originsl expiration dates of all
aporepriationa, and in the cuse of fellowship grantis the
Committes hos pleced am expiration date of Decsmber 31,
1947, It is with regret, therefore, that I have to re-
port to you that we cannot hold your 1947 fellowship
for future use,

I am very glad thst you are finding
your study at Syracuse such a stinmulsting experience
and wish you continued success in your eareer,

Sincersly yours,

Lk

¥or the Committee on Fellowships

M. William a;)
B 4\Coliendile =~

Syracuse University Dorms
Syracuse 10, New York



July 30, 1947

Dear Mr, Artiss 3ince Mr, Haygoed is no

longer with the Fund, I
nave discussed your lestter of July 27 with members
of the Fellowship Committee.

In order for you to take
advantege of Professor Mestrovie's instruction
at Syrscuse University, we shall be glad to hold
your fellowship grant and hope that you will
went to teke it up under the original terms not
later than the beginning of 1948.

Best wishes for your study
at Syracuse University.

Sincerely yours,
|\ @
N

For the Committee
on Fellowships

:i'.
Mr.|William E)%_.
New \fork State ege of Ceramics

Alfred Oniversity
Alfred, Ned# York
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Williem E. Artis

References

llrs Charles Mabry Harder
Professor of Ceramic Arts

New York State College of Ceramics
Alfred University Alfred, N.Y.

Miss Marion Lawrence Fosdick
Professor of Ceramic Arts

New York State College of Ceramics
Alfred University Alfred, N.Y,

Miss liaude lMe Robinson
Instructor of Ceramics
175 East 71lst Street
New York, N. Y.

Dr. Alain Locke
Professor of Sociology
Tisconsin University

liss Mary B. Brady

Director of Harmon Foundation
140 lassau Street

I"Ee W YO}.’".'L{ £l I.‘T . Y .

Dr. Fe Do Patterson

Presldent - Tuskegee Institute
Tuskegee, Alabama
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August 31, 1946

Mr, William C. Haygood
Tulius Rosenwald Tund
4901 Fllis Avenue
Chicago 15, Il1

Dear sir:
Please mail me a copy of the Fellowship Application

for January 1, 1347.

///~///

William ®
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