
( 

May 5 , 1927 

Dear Ix. Smith: ( 

Subject: Buildinc Aeents . 

First , as to the payment towards 

salaries o£ the eight build.ins aeents , ?!r . 

Rosenv.ald has decided to continue t h em f or the 

year 1927-28 with the unders t andi~ that we wlll 

out their salories in hal.f for 1928-29 except 

far Virginia which will bo eliminated. This will 

give the s tateo a full yesr to arrange with the 

legislature for sufficient appropriation to oover 

an additional quarter of the bJ.ilding a{3ents ' 

salaries . In o-ther \mrds, the following will bo 

our appropriation to\mrd. the building agents 

for 1928- 29: 

.Alabama 
Arkonsas 
Gccrg:ta 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
!for t h Carolina 
Tenreo.see 
Virginia 

Mr. ;;s . L. Smith , 
Nashville , i enn. 

$750 
750 
600 
540 
'720 
750 
750 

eliminated 
~4 , 860 

Since rely y ours , 

) 



ORIGIKAL FI LED BUDGET. 

April 13, 1928. 

Dear Mr. Stern: 

In addition to constructi on budget request the 
states are asking for one- half the salaries of the Rosenwald 
building Agents , e~ch state asking for the same amount the 
Fw1d ie ~•JiMe ~r the present year . If the Fund should cut 
the amount one - half for next year, I fear that practi cally a 
all of these Negro Bui ldi ng Agents would have to be dropped , 
as the states clai m that they have no way of increas i ng 
their appropriati ons at this t i me . In my opinion it would 
be well to continue these on the same basi s as this year, at 
least for the incoming year, and then work out a v ery careful 
basi s of withdrawal so that the states may take over the 
entire cost withi n a reasonable time . These men are most val­
uable and help to l i ghten the burdens of the State Agents 
who are very generally over worked . They not only help in 
raising money among the Negroes for the buidding of schools , 
but they help i n school i mprovements in general , securing 
better equipment , better teachers , longer terms , etc. 

(Signed ) S. L. Smith . 



ORIGINAL FILED IN BUDGEI' . 

April 17, 1928. 

Dear Mr. Stern: 

Tho states are sending in urgent appeals for continuation of the 

aid for Building_ ents next year on the same basis as of this year, 

Practico.lly every state claims that the services of the Building ,\gent 

is much needed and that they would be unable to provide the additional 

amount next year if the Fund should cut its appropriation in half. In 

my opinion it would be well to continue the aid for next year onthe same 

basis, particuo.lo.ly os the state agents are now heavily burdened with 

work. 

(SIGNED) 
s.L. Smith. 
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De·r Mr. Stern: IP rt•nch'n~ a r py of a le t 0 r 
w ich h s one o· +to;~~ s t 

SUPP,. ntenapnts rel t· P to th Roe Bl \ ,,,_buil~ n~ 
a~ents~ w ich ·9 a definite noticP of our itldrQwal 
of aid}t.'r !!'.I tu'"' p • ct in · ch th ri h -
ope ftted fo mo,.e tl- m t Pl·1 e ars. It ' s ble 
·h~t O or t½ree of th0 tatPS mp c~ P bac 
so e so,.t of prooosit on in w irn thP. ~ ht nnt a 
s~all ount of aid . If so, we cun then ne o+iote 
w·t he-. My o. feelin is th t i h toda 1 s pricD 
Levels e should ~o slo in ~a.king turthPr co!T" · tments 
un.1.r.iss or unt · l t.here is ~ ch n e ror th" better . 

SL !J!lC 

M-r. Alfred K • 
.J·ll us Ro "'P 1 
Chi a•~, Illinois 

Sincerel, 

I 

()~ 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

SOUTHERN OFFICE 

COPY 

J une l, 13:52 

.Deur Mr. Hllrm6Jl: I wrote &.l.l the state superintendents prior 
to tho;.} m~etint; of the Bot..rd qf Trustees indi-

c& tinz ttw t tho Fund would not continue 1 ts aid for the Rooenws.ld 
building aeenta ~fter July 1 , 1952, hopin~ th~t bec~use of the 
gre:.t importance of th~ work boing done by these men they might 
be tw.:en er-re of entir el y by the state de,>£-rtmeuts or 1.,.ttuched in 
£,Cl.Ch st.:..t.e to E-n ioportar.t colle;&o to continue thair services ae 
£xtenoion ,,orkors. r.e no .. ht.ve to s.rmoUilco th ... t tl1e s id for these 

. l!len ..-ill not be c.v&ili,ble after July 1 , 19z;2. 

Baca.use of the i:nportonce t. t~chod to the .. mrlt 
of these men v,e regret e.iCceediu~ly tl:..~. t 1 t beco.:.s,:; nace .3St.l".Y to 
\'li :.hdrm: o.id. Bt thla pt..rt.iculur time, but ;,~ fir:.d it necessary to 
1~eatl•ict ill commi tm•.mts for the immedi ... to iu.turt tv o. minimum. 
The Fund hh.s bcf.in spending princip1...l as .,ell t....S i.ccc:r.c . In r~ct, 
ol!l.' foun<ler otipulatod Uu:..t c r,.i1i tsl. should be e.~pc. .. dud ::.s neods 
and 0i>.J0rtun1 ties :-re;5a11t th3lilsel vea. Thi;;; polic;,r i,:; bclnii con­
tinu.;d. But the tru;; tc-..:; of th,~ ~\mJ £,j.•., con-i:i..c.;;J t.l ... t w sell 
cupi "ubl stock r. t the p_•eae;1t ridiculou.;1.,- lei, 1:1v.rAot .~.ricei3 is 
sim1.ly to cil.soi;?t.te resources 1h.i.!h o th..ir .. i sa .:ill Cvu 1..inue to 
serve "the :/ell-boi.,l of !nt..ok.inu.n The F1md h:...., w.wc.:,s thought 
of itself c.;s u.. se:111- public i:..Jti tution. The husb~ndin6 of our 
re .... ou1•c 1..::l i.; of t.;., rauch intercet to ths a.0 i:.nci ... s .. 1th .-;-hich ne 
are ~orkiuJ as it i~ w our ~Jtees. fi3 ere sura, therefore, 
tll~. t ;,-ou .. ill under a ttnd our dssi!'e to c..void df..Cri!icinl our 
capital (t t this tiI!le . 

I shall bo very gl1.,.cl to huur fcom you end llr . 
L4iitbert Lt you1· comonience just .;hat your ph...is uro for your 
Rosen.,&.l.J building (;.6ent :next ;;,eai·. :ie cert!!inly hope tbt.t our 
failure to con tri b:.l te h,..11.' of his :ltlc.ry for next yet r mt~y not 
bo tne cuu30 of his bein6 t.dtlod to the c..lreei.dy too l argo list ot 
unMplo_yed. I sm sure ~-ou both ahh:re :-.his fccUng . 

':ii th best Vii shes, I &l.l 

SLS: mc 

Supt. A. ~·. Hnroan 
14ontgomecy, Alabama 

oo Kr. J . s. Lambert 

Your3 oincercq, 
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