
To 

Cnic go 371 Illinois 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH I CAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 1.iD4v 

Date July :,1, 1~4 

FELLOWSHIPS 

Fi..~~l p ~m~nt on followehip - - - - - - - - - ~ .oo 

,ihl. t.e '"'ou th.ern Fellowsnips 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

4'>-7A $120. 00 

• 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

, •. t .,/•rt si Fur o 
5723 !Conwood A7an11e 

Chien.go ;7, !lliuois 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. _:;194 

Date July l , 1947 

' . 

Pa ent on fello e ip - - - - - - - - - - - 120. 00 

Accounts Appropriation No, Debit 

ta Southern F~i10-ships l..5- 7A t120 . oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
r . Robert ..,,.) Btu-t.es ... a __ ,,, .. 

5723 ten ood Avenue 

Chicago J?, Illlnoi e 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. J 7tl9 

Date Mey 29, 1947 

Payment on f ellowshi p - - - - - - - - - - 255.00 

Accounts 

1¥hi to Southern Fel lowshi ps 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45-?A 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
r . Robert s) Burgoaa -

5723 enwood tvenw, 

Chic o ') 7, lllinois 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 3691 

Date April 30, 19"7 

Paymant on fellow~h1~ - - - - - - - - 20.00 

Accounts 

White Southern Fellowshi ps 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45-7A $120. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

To Payment Voucher No. 3531 

Date . li'lrch Jl, 1947 
5723 !:cm ood A7enuc 

Chic~eo 37, Illinois 

yment on feJ.101,ship - - - - - - - - - - t120. oo 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

,hi te Sou thorn Fellowships 45-7A $120. 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Compttoller 



To 
tl:r. 

~.!c o 3'7, llilnois 

C'<. (;36490 

Accounts 

t111 tc Svu1.h~l'Zl s:wl ows.1i ps 

Prepared b y 

l cm 

Checked by 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date P'ebrunry 20, 194? 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

4'J- 7A 255 . 00 

Posted by 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
~-. Rotert s .) ~gesa 

5723 !enVtOod !V$nue 

Chic go 37• lll!.nois 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. .3360 

Date J anu11ry .31, l 947 

PaY1Uent on tollowohip - - - - - - - - - - - - '120. 0~ 

Ac-counts 

Whi te Sout hern Fell owships 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No, Debit 

45-7A $120. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

5723 Kenw~od Avenue 

ChiC!J.iO 37, lllinot a 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 32\..\;4 

Date December 20, 1946 

Payment on follofl3bip - - - - - - - - - - - Gl.20.00 

Accounts 

White Southern Fellowshi ps 

Prepared by 

l cr:i 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45-7A $120. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

57~~ on ood tvenuo 

Chic~eo 37, Illinois 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 1<-7'4 

Date Nov.Jrnb •r 29, 1946 

Payment on f ello~s ip - - - - - - - - - - - - 2SS.CO 

Ck. #36005 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Whi te Southern Fellowshi ps 45-7A t255. oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

1cm 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

To Payment Voucher No. 2J]6 

Date Octvber ~l, 1..,46 

Payment on fellowD~ip - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $120.00 

Ck. • .358.3.3 

Accounts 

~hi te Soutnern Fe~lowshi ps 

Prepared by 

l cra 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45-?A :120. 00 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

5723 Afln'lfond Avenue 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 2 '190 

Date 

Payment on fello'f:Bhip - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 120 .. 00 

c .... /135656 

Accounts 

Whi te Southern Fellowships 

Pr epared by 

lcm 
Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45-'IA t 120.oo 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

lo43 

Accounts 

, hi t.s ocu tb..J;•n :· ... llowshi ps 

Prepared by 

lcm 

Checked by 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

Posted by 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date 

FEI_L()\/\/SH IP 

-- ..... ... - - - - - - 215. 00 

Appropriation No, Debit 

/4'r7A 

Credit 

Comptroller 



U:ay 24, 1946 

t>ear Mr. llure,tlSS: As you are no doubt aw~r~ , the 

hou$ing $ituati~n in Chicago is very 

bau, as .:.. t is all':.l..,;,., t, evc:r .r:m<:rt- . r:,or_ 5,.1•2: so many p€:ople 

this source is 1'.. .. thor hopoles~ . I shall, no,ever , .!-'ass 

on any infor ~ation that cvmes to me. 

•. ii.c*ltobert S. ~ 
ra dega Col lege 
ral adega, Alabama 

Ver~ truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 



May 20 1 1946 

rour letter of t~t.y 15 

to ; ,iss llvio."'e will 

bo held for her at tention upon return to 

the office aoout May 24. 

LCM 

Very truly yours , 

LO~~;:::T I,-,. C. lv:v _:_-

Secretar) to 11.is.:l Elvidge 

1;,r . .:,l, rt - . Burgess 
rull adeba ~oll~ • 
rallale~a, Alabama 



TALLADEGA COLLEGE 
SAVERY L IBRAR Y 

UNDER T H E AU S P I C ES OF T H E A M ERI C AN M ISSIONAR Y ASSOCIAT ION 

Miss Dorothy A. f.lvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

Dear llis5 Elvidge 

TALLADEGA. ALABAM A 

May 15, 1946 

--------------

Thank you for your letter of May 8t h concerning the manner 
of payment o! DJY fellowship grant. I will write you about it 
nearer the time when I am ready to begin work under the gr ant. 

I write you now to ask your help in finding a pl~ce t o live 
in Chicago. Naturally~ I have written t o the University Housing 
Bureau and to several friends in Chicago who wiJ.! be on the look­
out for me. It just occurred t o me th6t some one connected with 
the Rosenwald Fund mitht be leaving the cit y either temporarily 
or permanent4' and would be relinquishing an apartment. I will 
appreci ate any help you are able to give in this connection . 

~~ 
~ OBERT S\ euRQESS 
'i:1brnrian 

RSB/gh 



May 8, 1946 

Dear Mr. Burgess: I h~ve seen the recent correspondence 
which you have had r.ith kir . naygood 

in connection with the fellowship grant awarded to you a 
~hort time ~0 0. It is cu~tooary for us to make payment 
in monthly installments spread over the period for which 
the award was made . However, if you would prefer to re­
ceive l~rger payments in the months in which your tuition 
·dll be due, th .... ~ is entirely agreeable to us. 

When you are ready to begin work 
under your grant, please write me , giving the payment pl an 
best suited to your needs ana the address to which your 
check~ shoul~ be mailed. Any change of address during 
the tenure of your fellowship should be reported im.medi­
atoly ;i;O thc.t you will receive your pc.yments rithout 
dela>· 

DAE:LC.' 

Mr. ' obert s ) Burgess 
rall~ eGO. Coi!egi • 0 

Talladega , il~bf:.ma 

Very tr-Jly yours , 

DOROTHY A. EL VIDGE 



TALLADEGA COLLEGE 
SAVERY LIBRARY 

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 

Mr. Willia111 C. Haygood 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

Dear flAr. Haygood: 

TALLADEGA. ALABAMA 

May 2, 1946 

It indeed is a pleasure to accept the fellowship from the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund amounting to two thousand dollars for a one year period 
for a stuey of the development, present structure, and changes in the 
content of the Negro press between the two World Wars, at the Univer­
sity of Chicago. 

I will be in Chicago for a while this summer and will come by 
your off ice to discuss any detail&t i.n.,,struct•~~ that you may have in 
connection with the grant which runs from SepteJUber first to August 
thirty-first. 

Give·m.y regards to Herbert Goltllior. lie mentioned in a recent 
letter to .m.e that he might be going by your office when he stops over 
in Chicago on his furlough. 

I 

RSB/gh 



I I TALLADEGA COLLEGE 
~ .,. 

UNDER THE A USP ICES O F TH£ AMERICA N M1 $ SJONA R Y A S S O C IATIO N 

TALLADEGA. ALABAMA 

S AVERY LIBRARY 

November 26, 1945 

CC.-i-J .VSHlPS 

Mrs. William C. Haygood, Acting 
Director of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fwid 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

Dear Mrs . Haygood: 

Plehse send me the blanks necessary 
in applying for a fellowship for 1946. 

RSB/ gh 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr . Robert Stone Bur gess , Jr . 

Mr . James T. Cater, Dean 
Talladega College 
Tallaaega, Alabama 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

{/~ .. ~ () . -1-t o.:ry ,,) 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

Mr. Robert Burgess i s in his third year tlS .1.iu.car i a.11 ar, I\ ... .lau...:gc:1 College . 
In c..~di tion to i:i s er fect.ive service_, in thi;;; position he ..;no,-. a -...eep co. ce.cn 
in the tiocial sci ence a.nl1 an eAcepc,ior.al courage ir, p ..... ani.ing aw_- engaging i n 
,:,, ction ,,e:;it5ned to e::..imina l,e c1.!:n.ses . Iii;; i ntere.., ts are s tror~l;; c irected to­
,.,ards the proo.i.er,.; of ru.-::e , laLor , ami ',1ar b.no. l-'e~ue . f'ic i.1.e te L:, not the 
conspicuously dynamic type of i nui vi ut.al, he ..i.oe::, _ os.sess c:. cou.rc..ge ana. u.e­
termi nu. t ion Hhich comr,.an::i -r:,he respect of hL, coL .. ec1gues a n .... ,,hich prodt.ce 
succi:l<>;;ful re,;ults . 

He hs.s ma~ e the library pro!Sram an e::panding one wi,ich serves not oru.y 
the College stt.dents but the surrot.nuing conur,u."lity in both the acce1-,r,ea fashion 
of libraries and also in ways which ar~ .not 0 -=-nerally associated wi th such 
in;;titutions , such as the centering of a community cooperi.nive store a.t the 

OVER 



llbrBry and the establishment of the buildir,g a.:J heauqmtrters for the local 
men• s civic .lea5t.e ·,'.'hich is interested i n irllflroving general cvnaitions of 
the Ne6ro citi i.en of the community. 

The study of the Negro press through the eyes of a so~thern white man 
who h1:1.~ appare::1t,ly elimiratea from his tnin.;:ing all the customary iti"'as of 
his group aboi.;t race should be extremely interesting anu worthwhile . Mr. 
Burges1:, is capa.J:..e of ma.kin; ..;1.,ch a. st t.dy • . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Yes 

...................................... TallaJega, .. Alabama ..................................... Date ..... FebrUarY .. 7 , .. 19~~············ 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr . Robert Stone Burgess, J r . 

Dr . B. Lamar Johnson , Dean and Librarian 
Stephens Col.Lege 
Columbia, Mi ssouri 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

J~J!/~9 J 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

I am pleased inde ed to r econnnend Hr . Robert Burgess , J r . who is a candidate for a 
fe llowship with you . rtl·. Bur gess is h i ghly inte lli gent , t r u l y industr ious , and 
gets along ver y well wi th both s tudents and colleagues . Dur ing hi s wor k at Stephens 
Colloge , his ser vices wer e mor e thar satisfactor y in every way. Since he has left 
the college , I have had occasion to follow his wo r k . On the basis of the infor mation 
that I have , it i s my judgment that he has continued to be equally successful in both 
his g r aduate work and in his l ibr a r ianship positions . 

As you know, llr . Burgess is now a librarian at Talladega College . He showed an in­
terest in wo r king with the negr oes e ven when he was on our faculty. All in a ll , I 
r ecomnend l~r . Bur gess without qualification . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it dlff icult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

,.., 

Signed . . ..7:J i 1
7
1~ .. I.anar. Js,b=,:o.) . : . . .. . 

Position or Title ................................................. (.D.e~J:J..Qf .. ln.s.tr.\l..c.tio.n .. ~.nd .. Lib..r.ai:ianl.. .................. . 

Address ........................ g.t~.Ph.~.I.l.~ .. . 9.9.U.~.1;,.~ •... 9.9.lwn'b.i~., .. l.'.is.s.o.u.r.i ................... -...................................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date ...... .T.anuar .y. .. 2. 4., ... 19.4. 6. ............. . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr . Robert S. Burgess , J r . 

Dr. A. D. Beittel, President 
Talladega College 
Talladega, Alabama 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence, 

REPORT 

J~- ii. ~? ,...../ 

M rs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

~r. Robert S. Burgess , Jr., has been Librarian at Talladega College since 
September , 1943 . Mr . Burgess is a white southerner who has been making a valuable 
contribution in this college fo• Negroes . At the nresent time his Library staff 
consists entirely of Negro librarians . The spirit of cooperation in the group has 
been very good . 

Mr . Burgess 
time he is one of 
College Council. 
College into the 
rural community. 

has been influential in various campus activities . At the present 
the sponsors of a student- faculty cooperative and a member of the 
he is also making a contribution to the out- reacr of Talladega 

community, both locally ann through our bookmobile into the 

I am interested in the statement of plan of wor1< ·hic:r Mr . Burges~ has sub­
mitted to you . Trie importance of the Negro pres~ is generally recognized. The 
information that might be made available by the publication of this kind of critical 
analysis should be very valuable . I have no doubt about f1,r . burgess ' qualificati ons 

OVER 



to continue his graduate wore and to meet eventually the requirements for a 
Doctor ' s Degree . 

Mr. Burgess is the kind of person who should be given assistance in his 
desire to further his own professional preparation and because of his personality 
qualifications should be encouraged to continue his work in behalf of Negro education . 

I am glad to recommend Mr. Burgess to you for your serious consideration and 
appraisal . If you find him to be worthy of a Rosenwald Fellowshi p, we shall be 
glad to grant him a leave of absence and to welcome him back to Talladega College 
when he is ready to return. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? )"<' & 

Position or Title ... .P.r.e.s.id.en.t , ... Tallade.ga .. Qallega ................................................................................ . 

Address Talladega College , Talladega, Alabama --------------. ----. ---------. -.... --------... -... -------. ---------. --. ---------------.... -. -----.. -------. -------. -... ------- ----------------------. -. -----.. 

................................................................................................................ Date ... J anuary .. 22, .1946 ............. . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15', Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr . Robert S . Burgess , Jr . 

Dr. Leon Carnovsky 
Gr aduate Library School 01 University of Chicago 
Chicago, I l linois 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

d -. -- ,1;_ o /; "--1/ y ,rr,/ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Mr. Bur gess is an intelligent youne man who deserves every encourA.gement . 

He has been an excellent student and has always been well spoken of by persons 

familiar with his work. His record at the University of Chicago is excellent , 

with practically a straight A- B record; in fact , most of his grades are A. I 

have gotten first - rate reports on him from faculty members in other departments 

of the university where he has taken courses . 

Hr . Bur~ess is dominated by a strong desire to work for the improvement of 

the Negro ' s status , par ticularly in the South. For that reason he has been con-

tent to stay at Talladega, though he coul d readily have moved t o a more OVER 



lucrative and professionally more attractive position elsev1here . 

As to his plan of wor k , I have not discussed this with Mr . Burgess and 

I do not kr ow how familiar he is wi th the work already done in the field of 

the Negro press . Detweiler ' s study (The Negro Pres~·inthe United States) 

is about 25 years old, and undoubtedly the time is ripe for another approach 

to the whole problem. In my opinion it is a. good area. in which to wor k, and 

I hope it is possible for ?.tr . Burgess to be given a fellowship to enable him 

to do the job. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

~v.;. 

Signed ..... Ii,,.~/ . , ............................................................................................................ • ............. . 

Position or Title .•. ~ •.. ~ ••. ~ .• ~ ·j ···~ ·······••··•· ·······················-······· ··························· 

Address • • • ~ .t ~~'> • • • • • i)~~j:..~·,;·~~;;z· ..... . 
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. Robert Stone Burgess, Jr . 

Dr . Ralph A. Beals , Dean 
Graduate Library School 
University of Chicago 
Chicago , Illinois 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director / or Fellowships 

It gives me great pl easure to recommend l1r . Burgess 
most warmly as an tt.pplicant for a fell01rship . Hi s r ecorcl as a 
stu,lent in the Graduate Library School has been excellent. He 
has an al':lrt, inquiring, and original mind; deep i nterest in 
the subject 1-1roposed; and the ability to carry the proj ect t:irough 
wi. t h r eal distinction. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? \{_9A 

Signed ............. ~ ............................... : ............................................................................ . 
Position or Title ..... P.~?:'~1 ... Q.:;:.0:0;~~ .~ t~ .. ~ttir.~~~:Y. .. ~~hQQJ: ............................................................................. . 

Address .................... Uni versi tY .. of .. Chicago ············-····· ················· ······ ···· ···································· ····· ······· 

................................................................................................................ Date ..... J anu:1.rY .. 21 , .. 19/~6 ............ . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 1 5, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



1946 MM 

Name Robert Stone Burgess , Jr. 

Librarian, Savery Library 
Talladega College, Talladega, Alabama 

Field: Libr ary Science 

PlanofWork To make a s t udy of the Negro press ; its development, present 
strncture, and changes in content between the wars . 

Requests gr~nt for one year beginning September, 1946. Will 
return to present position . Wishes to work toward Ph. D. at the Univer sity of Chicago under 
the supervision of Dr. Ralph A. Beals . 

Personal Data Born Pulaski, Tennessee, November, 1917. 
Married, ·one child . 

Age: 28 
Draft Status: 4H 

Undergraduate Work Vander bilt University, B. A., 1938. 

Graduate Work 

Special Study; 

Experience 

Graduate Libr ary School, University of Chicago, M. A., 1942. 
University of Chicago, summers , 1944-45• 

George Peabody College for Teacher s , B.S. in library science , 1939. 

Assistant in Spanish, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee , 
fall , 1939, not on annual basis; science librarian, Stephens 
College, Columbia, Missouri, 1939-41, $1,400 for ten months ; 
acting librarian, University College , Northwestern University, 
spring, 1942; librarian, Frances Shimer College, Mt. Carroll, 
Illinois, 1942-43, $1,800 for nine months ; librarian , Talladega 
College, Talladega, Alabama, 1943- , $2 ,300. 

Accomplishments Phi Beta Kappa; Sigma Delta Pi; American Association of University 
Professors; American Federation of Teachers ; Kappa Delta Pi; one 

of founders of Committee of Racial Equality, national gr oup in race relations . 

Master 's thesis : The Sources of Library Statistics . 

Article, "A Li brary in the Home , 11 Hearthstone , spring, 1944; 
Article, "The Family Reads , 11 Hearthstone , spring , 1945. 

Scholarships : Tuition scholarship, Graduate Library School, University of Chicago, 
1941-42. 

References 

Ralph A. Beels, University of Chicago 
Leon Carnovsky, 11 11 

A. D. Beittel , Talladega College 
J ames T. Cater , 11 11 

B. Lamar Johnson , Stephens College 
Budget Swnmary 

TotalAmountNeeded $2053.7, 
From Applicant 
From Fund t2053.72 

AMOUNT GRANTED 





1. 

Robert Stone Burgess, Jr. 

·- - PL~S~ :ET~RN l 
STATEMENT OF PLAN OF WORK ,.0 

JULIUS ROStNWALD l'.-UND 

A st udy of the Negro press is proposed. Work ~ould include, first, 

a st udy of the history, ownership, editorship, circulation, characteristics 

of readers, sources of income, polit ical affiliation, and sources of news. 

Although this would require some original invest igation, it is probable that 

inforo.ation for this part of the study can be obtained from previous studies 

and available printed materials . However, some correspondence and interviews 

may be necessary in completing the study of the history and structure of the 

Negro press. 

Prominent editors of papers, f oundations interested in the Negr o, organi­

zat ions devoted to Negro welfare, and teachers and r esearchers in the social 

sciences will be quei-ied as to what items relating to pr esent str ucture and 

to content are obscure and need investigation. 

The latt er (and per haps main) portion of t he st udy will be devoted to 

some content analysis of a portion of the Negro press. An exact description 

of the analysis proposed is difficult . The techniques of content analysis 

are new and are usually worked out in the course of an analysis to suit the 

purposes at hand. Likewise, the amount of mataial that can or need be 

analyzed varies with each analytic project. 

Many t imes the questions which can be answered by an analysis emerge 

from t he investigation itself. 

I n t his e.nalysis it is proposed that t he beginning point be a study of 

changes in content of Negro newspapers during t he periods of the t wo great 

wartime Negro migrations. Such content factors might be considered as: st ated 

incentives for migr ation, attit udes of permanent residents toward migrants , 

and types of agencies looked to for solution of problems such as housing. 

-1-



2. 

.3. 

Robert Stone Burgess, Jr. 

Unlike the foreign language press, t he Negro press continues to grow 

in circulat ion &nd influence. So f ar as is known, t his will be the fir st 

thorough study involving analysis of co~tent . 

This project has been discussed with Miss Frances Henne of the Graduate 

Library School, with Mr. Joseph A. Brandt, Director of the University of 

Chicago Press, and with Mr. Edwin Embree of the Rosenwald Fund. No work 

has been done of the project . I t i s proposed that the applicant use his own 

funds to spend the summer of 1946 in Chicago further outlining and clerifying 

the wor k before the date of the period of the grant. 

It is proposed that the project be under taken at the Graduate Library 

School, University of Chicago, under the direction of Dean Ralph A. Beals 

and such other faculty members as he may designate . 

During the summer of 1945 the Director of the University of Chicago Pr ess 

evinced interest in the study, and asked that i t be submitted to the Pr ess 

when completed. If the manuscript is accepted as a Ph.D. dissert ation, 

publication would have to be arranged by the applicant within a reasonable time. 

Applicant plans to return to Talladega College as librarian for at least 

a yea:r or two after completing the study. Beyond that, plans have not been 

made . Applicant has some interest in a future position involving the teaching 

of Libr ary Science. 





\tbe 'lJlnL~ersitl? of <tbtcago 
"1lfflce ot tbe 'Registrar 

r. The quarter is the unit of time. Three quarters, equivalent to two semesters, 
constitute an academic year. 

2. The coilrse is the unit of instruction. The normal program for a student in a 
Division or Professional School is three courses a quarter; in the College, 3 or 4 
courses a quarter. Unless otherwise indicated a course is understood to be one 
unit of instruction, equivalent to 3½ semester hours. A course marked ½C is 
equivalent to a half-unit of instruction; one marked 2Cs, to two units of instruc­
tion, etc. 

3. Course members. The first digit in each course number indicates the group in 
which the course belongs: 100-199, primarily for College (junior college) stu­
dents; 200-299, primarily for undergraduates in a Division or Professional 
School; 300-399, graduate courses; 400-499, pre-research, problem, or research 
courses. 

4. The grading system. The grades A, B, C, and D are passing grades. The mark S 
also indicates satisfactory work. The marks F and U indicate unsatisfactory work. 
The mark Inc. (incomplete) indicates that tlfe student has not submitted all 
the evidence required for a passing mark. The mark R is used only when the 
student has not submitted evidence of the quality and quantity of his work. No 
stigma is attached to that mark. A student in the College who registers for 
courses offered to assist him in preparing for the comprehensive examinations 
generally receives the mark R in such courses. The quantity and quality of his 
work are judged by the results of the comprehensive examinations rather than 
by the record of his course registrations. 

VIT-A-3 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

5. Tlze College Certificate. The program of work in the College is so organized that 
a high-school graduate spends approximately two years in the fulfilment of 
the requirements for the College Certificate. These requirements are stated in 
terms of educational attainments measured by comprehensive examinations. 
The student takes the following examinations and tests for the College Certifi­
cate: An examination in each of the four general fields-the Biological Sciences, 
the Humanities, the Physical Sciences, the Social Sciences-and examinations in 
any two of the approved departmental or interdepartmental sequences. Each 
examination, if passed with the grade Dor better, is equivalent to the work cov­
ered by three College courses (10 semester hours). The student in the College 
also takes an English Qualifying Test or English 3. This test, if passed with 
the grade D or better, is equivalent to the work covered by two College 
courses (6¾ semester hours). 

6. Tlze Bachelor's degree. Work in arts, literature, and science in advance of the 
first two years is carried on in the four Divisions: the Biological Sciences, the 
Humanities, the Physical Sciences, and the Social Sciences. In one of these four 
Divisions, or in a Professional School, the student continues his work toward the 
Bachelor's degree or toward a higher degree. The requirements for the Bache­
lor's degree include the successful completion of comprehensive examinations or 
of courses in selected fields of study. Information concerning the specific re­
quirements for the 'Bachelor's degree may be secured from the Amiouncements 
published by the University or from the Registrar. 

7. H 011orable dismissal. A student is honorably dismissed, if dismissal is desired, 
unless otherwise indicated. 



LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Robert Stone Burgess, Jr. 

Mr. James T. Cater, Dean, Talladega College 

Mr. Robert Burgess is in his third year as 

librarian at Talladega College . In addition to his effective services in 

this position he shows a deep concern in the social science and an 

exceptional courage in planning and engaging in action designed to 

eliminate abuses . His interests are strongly directed towards the 

problems of r ace, labor, ' and war and peace. While he is not the 

conspicuously dynamic type of-individual, he does possess a courage and 

determina tion which command the respect of his colleagues and which produce 

successful results . 

He has made the library program an expanding one which 

serves not only the College students but the surrounding community in 

both the accepted fashion of libraries and also in ways which are not 

generally associa ted with such institutions, such as the centering of 

a community cooperative store at the library and the establishment of 

the building as headquarters for the local men1 s civic league which is 

interested in improving gener al conditions of the Negro citizen of the 

community. 

The study of the Negro press through the eyes of a 

southern white man who has apparently eliminated from his thinking all 

the customary ideas of his group about race should be extremely 

interesting and worthwhile . Mr. Burgess is capable of making such a 

study. 



Letters of Reference - Robert Stone Burgess , Jr. - 2-

Dr. B. Lamar Johnson, Dean and Librarian, Stephens College 

I am pleased indeed to recommend Mr. Robert Burgess, 

Jr. who is a candidate for a fellowshi p with you. Mr. Burgess i s 

highly intelligent, truly industrious, and gets along well with both 

students and colleagues . During his work at St ephens College, his 

services were more than satisfactory in every way. Since he has left 

the college , I have had occasion to follow his work. On the basis of 

the information that I have , it is my judgment that he has continued 

to be equally successful in both his graduate work and in his librarian­

ship positions . 

As you know, Mr. Burgess i s now a librarian at 

Talladega College . He showed an interest in working with the Negroes 

even when he was on our f aculty. All in all , I recommend Mr. Burgess 

without qualification. 

Dr. A. D. Beittel, President, Talladega College 

Mr . Robert S. Burgess, Jr., has been Libr arian at 

Talladega College since September, 1943. Mr . Burgess i s a white southerner 

who has been making a valuable contribution in this college for Negroes. 

At the present time his library staff consists entirely of Negro 

librarians . The spirit of cooperation in the group has been very good. 

Mr . Burgess has been influential in various campus 

activities. At the present time he is one of the sponsors of a student­

faculty cooperative and a member of the College Council . He is also 

making a contribution to the out-reach of Talladega College into the 

community, both locally and through our bookmobile into the rural 

community. 



Letters of Reference - Robert Stone Burgess, Jr. -3-

I am interested in the statement of plan of work 

which Mr. Burgess has submitted to you. The importance of the Negro 

press is generally recognized. The information that might be made 

available by the publication of this kind of critical analysis 

should be very valuable . I have no doubt about Mr . Burgess ' qualifications 

to continue his gr aduate work and to meet eventually the requirements 

for a Doctor's degr ee . 

Mr. Burgess i s the kind of person who should be 

given assist ance in his desire to further his ovin professional preparation 

and because of his personality qualifications should be encouraged to 

continue his work in behalf of Negro education. 

I run glad to recommend Mr. Burgess to you for 

your serious considera tion and appraisal. If you find him to be worthy 

of a Rosenwald fellowship, we shall be glad to gr ant him a leave of 

absence and to welcome him back to Talladega College when he is ready to 

return. 

Dr. Leon Carnovsky, Associate Dean and Dean of Students, Graduate Library 
School, Univer sit y of Chicago 

Mr. Burgess is an intelligent young man who deserves 

every encouragement. He has been an excellent student a.nd has always 

been lVell spoken of by persons familiar wi th his work. His record at 

the University of Chicago is excellent, with practically a straight A-B 

record; in f act, most of his grades are A. I have gotten first-rate 

reports on him from faculty members in other departments of the university 

wher e he has taken courses. 



Letters of Reference - Robert Stone Burgess, Jr . -4-

Mr. Burgess is dominated by a strong desire to work 

for the improvement of the Negro's status, particularly in the South. For 

that reason he has been content to stay at Talledega, though he could 

readily have moved to a more lucrative and professionally more attractive 

position elsewhere. 

As to his plan of work, I have not discussed this 

with Mr. Burgess and I do not lmow how familiar he is with the work 

already done in the field of the Negro press. Detweiler1 s study 

(The Negro Prass in the United States) is about 25 years old, and 

undoubtedly the time i s ripe for another approach to the whole problem. 

In my opinion it is a good area in which to work, and I hope it is 

possible for Mr . Burgess to be given a fellowship to enable him to do 

the job. 

Dr. Ralph A. Beals, Dean, Graduate Library School, Univer sity of Chicago 

It gives me great pleasure to recommend Mr. Burgess 

most warmly as an applicant for a fellowship. His record as a student 

in the Gr aduate Library School has been excellent. He has an alert, 

inquiring, and original mind; deep interest in the subject proposed; 

and the ability to carry the project through with real distincti on. 



1946 MM 

Name Robert Stone Burgess, Jr. 

Librarian, Savery Library 
Talladega College, Telladega, Alabama 

Field: Li br ery Science 

PlanofWork To make a study of the Negro press; its developn:ent, present 
structure, nna chunges in content between the wars . 

Requests grent for one year beginning September, 1946. V.ill 
return to present position . Wishes to work toward Ph.D. at the Uni versi ty of Chi cago under 
the supQrvision of Dr. Ralph A. Beals. 

Personal Data Born Pulaski, Tennessee, November, 1917. 
Married, one child. 

28 Age: 
Draft Status: 4H 

UndergraduateWork Vanderbilt University, B. A., 1938. 

Graduate Work 

Special Study, 

Experience 

Gruduate Library School, University of Chicago, M.A . , 1942. 
University of Chicago, summers, 1941~- 45 . 

George Peabody College for Teachers, B.S. in library science , 19.39. 

Ansistant i n Spanish, Vanderbi lt University, N~shville, Tennessee , 
fall , 1939, not on annual basis; science librarian , Stephens 
College, -Colu.mbia, Missouri, 1939-41, $1, 400 for ten months ; 
acting librarian , University College, Northfiestern. Univer5ity, 
spring, 1942; librarian, Frances Shimer College, Mt. Carroll, 
I llinois, 1942-43, $1,800 for nine months; librarian , Tallnaega 
College, T. lladega, Alabama, 1943- , $2 ,300 . 

Accomplishments Phi Beta Kappa; Sigma Delta Pi; American Associa tion of University 
Profes~ors; American Federation of Teachers; Kappa Delta. Pi; one 

of founders of Committee of Racial EqutJlity, nationul group in r ace relations . 

Meeter' s thesis: The Sources of Library Statistics . 

Article, •A Library in the Home , " Hearthstone , sprine, 1944; 
Article, "The Family ReHds,• Hearthstone , sprinb, 1945 . 

Schol arshi psi Tuiti on scholarship, Graduate Library School, Univer sity of Chi cago, 
1941-42. 

References 
Ralph A. BoLls , Uni versity of Chicago 
Leon Carnovsky, n n 
A. D. Beittel , Talladega College 
J nmes T. Cater, " " 
B. Lam6r Johnson, Stephens College 

Budget Summary 
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Rab rt ... t ~e Bw-cori6,_Jr_. ----. 
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TO 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
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t.,c.._ .. ceD T. ll l> ~uu"'le .. a tv h t 1tc::i:i tel tin to r"'t c;,t at..ructure i.nd 

to C.;.) ,tent re obecuro nd r. e~ i!W ct!.t tlon. 

Tho l ttcr cmw -p rhtipl lnJ )JOrtio:i vf t he ... tnuy ;vill bo OV(ite; t.O 

n e .. act. dttzcd.pt.!on 

• C 

to rd. r·nts, 

encie looit.:od t~ !or s~h:t..c . of ch a to:.ir.:int. . 

- l -



-· 

J . 

Unlll.e t he fo1•ui n l n1:, .. e re. , th1; .ao._:ro ,.re 

n c'trCli- t.lon d ·a'lucuc.. ->O t' r z: !s iJlO .. , t. 

t oro gh ~t • !.nv -1 .. vi.ng --~'!.. of co .Lent.. 

c t-n~c. t~ row 

u ll b8 tho f1rat 

•~ l;b -..is:;; r .1.:a .. tirmne- o! tb1rJ G1'.t: ...... t• 

L b. r:y , C vol, w .. th ,. . vo£e , " • 8rc.;.1..lt., Ui: etc.,,.· o. t u Ul.V 1• ty ot 

Ct.ic co reea, er.J. •!.i.h ... r . -..!t-.r. Ecbrao or t,he o .. e!l al w d. ~o ,OrK 

t:.us be !:. ;;>!le on the pz·oJ ct . .1.t .i.ll • roi,;o&.ed th~t t l e u. pl C! nt use h18 Clttl 

re, c!t u l.lp nd t i.e ....... en· ot J.146 • Chic .. o ..... rt!'<e1· cut in "t. cur1t:11ag 

r ... be ore t, &tu of t !: por o... t t . . o 1:c. ,t . 

lt ie pr.:>~ 6u t ht t. t. e prOJ ct b uu st·t ea at the, '-''re_<!WJit6 lbrar1 

hool, Un.Yer 1 .. y or '-'hic ... ,.o , un er bet dlr '-C1.l.O" t '-eau -'• , i,l!l •• ,. .uooia 

.,:d c~ <>ther :: C.J.L t y CLlbilr as he .y dev ... n ... te. 

Durinea. tL ai.. .. - er l)f lJ45 t he l rcc t.or o tte v~ v 1~ ty of 1., ,ic eo i'r-o 

ev!.nced .ter st in the t \:...i,.y , ..... d u5:::ed ttut -t 0.) st,b..u.r.ted to t he :. .reso 

,h . co etou. t b • :lu er .. t _o 1:.cco,,t\li.;. , b . D . di .. r. r t ut .. on, 

bl c t on \ vuld have 1,..., be ca r n ed b;.r tto H llci..,t • th n &.i J:e r;;o b l tu:o. 

11 ye r ,._ tV<> fter c .I. ti .• t 

Applic t h:: sc ... e ntoro:st • 1 a t'·1ture 

L.l~r ry ... cience. 
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LETT""ILS 01' PJ:.F.t.fil:llCB 

r.oce.rt t1tono :3'.trt;eeu, Jr. 

Mr. J roee T. Cuter, ~; n , Tt!.ll udeg.-. Con .e"e 

Ur • . Rober t Uur~ec:: 1a in h i ~ third yeu~ es 

libru~ir.n a t Te~ladegu College . In addition to his effecti~e e~rv1ceo in 

th1;, pooi ticn ho ehotis n. e.eo;, concern i n t.he :..och l sci~ncu u..r.d er. 

e:r.copt1on l c ,,urage in p:nnning r.nd etAgac ing 1n t ct1on cle~i gnod to 

e liminate tibutes. His lnwrc,3t,., ta-e &trongly airectod tot:i rds t ho 

problo.wo of reco, li.bor, ,.m! Wht' and 1-~ttcc . tihiJ.o he i : not. tho 

oonupicuoutly dynttn:do ty_t>e ot' 1r.div1duttl , he doiriio po~i;e"::i t , coui:t.ge nud 

doten:iir..n t ion ·,:t::ich cocu:::,mtl t.hc r ers.i:,)eOt of hie coll euguo& t.nd which produco 

cucce~~ful results. 

Ho llc.s mode ti:.o library progJ:.ru:i on expu.<i1ng or.!! which 

.ccrvc :, not only the Coll.:&o otuc.:onte but t ho O".Jrt·ound!nJ co.a;;ucit:; in 

Loth tho ti.occpted fal.!hic1~ of li'.n·: .. ~-.:~ .. or:o s:l :::o in w.::.yr. which .:re not 

gener c.lly nr., ociti ted '1i t h zucl.. inati tutions, such {l.a the oc1i torinb ot 

u comrn.m1 ty coopor ative r.tortt P- t 'thfl libr Br y :mrl tho osu.blichc.ent o!' 

tho building es headc;_ul";.rt,er s for the locnl men• a civic leQgue ,,hicl. iu 

iotoreot cd 1n improving genor ul conditi ~no of the Regro citizen of tho 

community. 

The etuay of the Negro pre~::; t hrough the eye~ of u 

1tout.hern white man .. ho hes e.t11,>0r,.m tly el ic.int:.ted from h16 thinking l!l l 

tho cus to1W1ry 1aes.s of hi s gr oup abiJut r t1.ce i;;houlu be extrome,ly 

i ntere&ting and 11or th"bi.le . Mr. 6ur gtH1e i :, capeblo of ma.kins cuch a 

otuety . 



Letter s of .Reference - Robert Stone Burgeoo, Jr. 

Dr. B. L~rn~r Johnson, Docn c.nd Libr~riuo, Stephuns Ccllece 

I em pleased indeed to recomeend Mr. Robert Burges$, 

Jr. who is a eendid.ate for a fellowl9h1p Pith you. Mr. Burgea~ is 

highly 1ntellige~t, tru.ly industrious, ~nd gets along well uith both 

etu<lents end colleugues . Durina his work at Stephena Collrtg~, hie 

iervicea were more thuo sutinfectory 1n every ~ey. Since h6 has left 

the oolleio, l be.ve had oocndon to tollo'1 hilJ ,;ot:k. On tho bi dr, of 

tho information that I have, i t 1$ ~ juog~ent that ho hao continued 

to be equl'llly sueceu!l~i'ul 1n both his graduete v.crk hnd in his librari~n­

ship positions .. 

Ao you know, Mr. aurges~ l r now~ 11br&rinn at 

Tcllt1dega College. llo showed an interei;t in ork1ng t1ith the Negroo& 

even 11hen he -wcs on our f'oculty. All 1n cl.1., I re001w,end Mr. Burgtuui 

without qunlifiCE.tion. 

Dr, A, D. Boittel, President, Talladega Colleg~ 

Mr. Roberts. Burgeas, Jr. , hn9 boen Librerian at 

Talladega Colleee since Septembor, 1943. Mr. Burges9 is u whit~ eouth9rner 

wbo hes b,_,cn oeking ~ veluable contribution in tbi!:1 colloge for !leei-ooa . 

At the preaont time l.18 l ibr ary staff cons1et8 entirely ot l{ogr<> 

libr arians. The opirit or cooperation in the group hno been vory good. 

Ur. Burgeso hos bean influ~ntial 1n voriou~ c~mpus 

e.ctivities. At tho present till!$ he 1:i one of tho sponaor o ot e 1:>t\.dont­

faculty cooperative anrl a member of th~ College Council. He ie nl~o 

making a c~nt.ributi on to the out-reech of Tslledegc. Col lege into the 

oo'l'.1lWn1ty, both l ocally end throu~h our bookr.tobile into the rur l 

comunity. 



Lotter3 ot Reference - Robert Stone Burgess, Jr. 

,htcb tlr . Burgest1 hao submitted to you. The impot"tt.nce of tho Na~ro 

prec~ io gennt-nlly reeognir.ea. The informntior. th~t tiicht, bo ude 

avnilable by the t:,oblicatlon of thi~ kino ot critical anulyeiB 

should be vory valuable. I have no doubt abQut kr. Durgous' qunl1ficut1ons 

to continue hl::s gru.du.to ··ork. ttnc. to L":eet evontur lly tl.rc rel}Uiremr.ntt. 

for G Doctor'o degree. 

Mr. Burgess i s the kind of per~on who ,hould be 

given QSsict,.nce 1n bis desire to furthor his otm profec:; :..iont l pro1,,nr11tion 

e.nd becaune of hie ::;er sonality quslificutione should. be encourt,ged to 

continue hia 11ork in bebi lf of l'ogt"o education. 

l wt glad to rocor.:imend 1.!r . .Our{:cll~ to you for 

yc,ur serio-un consideration and upprehtl. Ir you find hini to oo .,..or•.;hy 

of a Rosenwuld fellowship, 1te shall be gled to gr t:C t hi.r1 c leave of 

ab:sence tnd to •elcome him be.ck to Telladega College 1then l.o is rev.1y to 

return . 

- ... - - - -
Dr, Loon Cnrnovelg. AM!OCiate t-ecn onl! Dern of Stud.entl.l, Gr&< ll! te Libra.ry 

School, Oniverni ty of Chic~o 

Mr. Burgees if n intelligent ycung men ~ho deserves 

every encouragement. lie bee beon rn excellent eitutlent nu hf:, nlwiys 

been well spoken of by persor,s fiu:;llie.r with hit work. HiG record at 

the University of Chicago 1,s excellent. with practico.ily a strnieht A-B 

record; 1n !8ct, ~oat of his gredes arc A. 1 have sotten firat.-r•te 

re porto on him frol:l £a cul ty mem.bere 1n o thar dep."tl"tmcn ts of the uni vers 1 ty 

where ho has uken course,. 



Letters of Roferonce - Rob8t""t Stone Bursoau, Jr. -4-

Mr. Burgees ir: dominntad by a P.tr nh desire to wurk 

for the improvetlent of tho Negro' a atntufl , perticulnrly in tho South . For 

tb~t ronson he bnt been cont~nt to sttiy Dt Ta!ledega, thoygh ho could 

rondily have moved ton more l ucrative and profoosionnlly more attrftctive 

poaition elsewhere. 

As to hie plM1 of work, l hnvc, vot difcm::ned thio 

with Ur. Burgesp ,,.no I do not kno , how f aniliar he 18 w1 th tho • or-k 

alre.lidy dona in tho fiel~ of tho Nerro p:re:is . Dt,tweiler' o study 

(Tto Nogro Preao 1n the Unitod Statos) it obout 25 yearn old, And 

undoubtedly the time in ripe for another !ppro:\eh to tho ffhole problem. 

In my opinion it i s a gocd aroa in which to ~ork, and 1 ho~e it is 

possible tor Mr. Burgael" to be given n fsllowshi? to enable hb to do 

tho job. 

Dr. Ralph~. ne~ls . Denn , Orodue te Library School, Un1Yor ~1ty or Chioaco 

It i 1ve~ mo great plobauro to I"eCOP.Uller.a Ur. Bur~esc 

mo~t wurmly as &n applicint for r fellowship. hb recor d as a 1tudcnt 

in the Graituate Libr cey School hat-1 been excallont. he hoo an a.lert..1 

inquiring, and. or1t:1Ml mind; doep int.Great in the subject proposod; 

r.r1d the ability to carry tha project thrvugh with roal diotincti on. 



f..pril 30, 1946 

j;,)., __ I.\r . Burger,s: It is a ple".sure tc irc:·orJi you th.:-. t 
you h·wa been ~ect-Jd by the Co:n­

m.i t i:.e~ on i ellowships of i::..J.e J•.1 ... iu:.:i .1.0senwald fil."ld to 
receive a grant of Two thousand dollars ( ~.2 , 000) for a. 
ono- year parioafor--'!t"uc!y o!'tlie develop:nen·t, pros:mt 
structure , and cllu.ni:'is "'ill the c0ntent o: the Negro prass 
b~t ;:31; ·th-:i i.,u norld 7ia:r~t .. i'te:ihe :Joiver:3it:, ..,r Chi~a.go. 

'-en. 1111t11M1~ .... .3i~~;atJ; •. ~ 

I flan t.. to point out the fact tna t 
the funds included in this awer-1 -re not sabj,~ct to Fede_Aul 
Inco:Utl rux. 

~il.L y.,:, .1L1~se let U3 kno\-: at once 
,tho ther or not you c~.1 ... cce;>t the fellowship? An r..nnounce­
me.ut of the Committee ' s selections will scon be mu.de, and 
it can include only t hose from whom acceptances have been 
received . 

lr . Jlobart Stone ~ge::,;:, J5 7 
Tal laaega College -aw 
-ralladega., Alabwna 

Sincerely yours , 

,v(~LJ/J~-if.4 C. .,.I( y o" 
Director for Fello~sbi ps 
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THE ROLE OF PRINT (BJOKS AND Li.il.GAZIHES) IN NEGRO-f,"HI TE RELATIONS 

An Outlin.a for a Proposed Study for a Doctoral Dissertation 

J1TL0DUC'i'I01~ 

One of the most iaporta,·1t r;oc.:.::.l p:;.~o-tJlems in the United States is the 
problem of Negro-v1hite :relat:i.cns. 1 . . :in~ ·~he nony fuct.ors which affect people's 
opinions and behavior on thi::, problem i~ -~!L2 rcac.::.ing of relevant publicatio.1s. 
r.rhis study is designed to in'-.·, :t.:.g .te t:-:e role of pt·int (books and nagc.1 . .-in€s) iil 
o.ff0cting opinion and behavior 0r. ·1cb:;.•0-·.hit.e relc.tfons in this country (v .. 1-.t.h 
special :reference to the publ:i.e; libr::..rJ 1 ~ _.,::;.•ovhion of books on this subject). 

The most noteworthy 1·ecer!.t pc,:;l:.c:.ti.:-:1 on Negro-,.hi-ce rela-~ions is 
Cu.:mru.· i'Jyrda11 s An ./1..mericun Dileir-111a, ,,,hi.ch summnri~es previous studies in the field 
at,d reports th~ 1·esults of original .i.m",' -;ti:.,~~t.:.on. This title, already a classic 
in the field, is a veritable n~~clop:..:.r. L1:1 -~:_e aubject.11 yet it contains little o,:­
nothing on the role of printeC.:. matr:~.'. ~!..::: in affectir~b Negro-white relations. 

The study will deal ·.nth t.:u es ru, ,.j or ru:cas: production. acquisition and 
distribu'don, 8.J.,d resro:1.;e. '.i?he mc.1;l .:-,l~ c_1pha,3ls will be placed upon t,he last of 
these. The fi!'st two r.ren.s ,,ill r :--:'"n, :i..~1 c. sense, as progi-essive delimitations 
upon the role of print ::md till be lnterpretcc' in the 15.eht of the results of the 
study of response. In Ll1is e:-~)ha:.::is upon res.i,1•"'~1se, the study represents a pioneering 
attempt to get c:i:, the cf.i:'ect-s ..,,f °!Jook raadin,, . 

The major pr~ceC~res, categories, U!ld eypo~he~es for stud;y in each area 
are o~tlined below. 

PfiODUGTION 

Nature of the Prohle"'.1: The ,roblc::.! here is to discover how much ar..cl what kinds of 
print {books nnd mag£.z:.:· 0c) on this topic ba•.e ·,een available in the United Stut3s 
during recent years. 

Sources of Data: Production de.ta (based upon such sources as lfilL.Cl-lillUh,t:i.y_e BpJl: 
IndeY., To~ Reader's Guide, published biblioeraphies and indexes, etc.) ~ill be 
B.i.1alyzed to provide a picture of the mate:::-ial on race relations published durir.i 
rocent years. The intention here is to identify tr_e major current tre~1ds L.1. tl1a 
9~blication of such material. 

("·· '~~qries1 Among the categor:les in te-;_,ns of i:-·,; ch this descriptlon v:ill be made 
are ·the £ollowing: 

1 . Type of material: fiction, non-fiction 

2 . Subject matter: various sub- divisions of the topic 

3. Authorship: race; region; expert vs. popular 

4. Th€.!Ue: major thew.atic emphases (e .g., integrati on of the .NebTO 
population vs. segregation; ttgr:.uiualism" vs . ttforced solution" 
.. i the r"'gro pr ,blE.,'l) 



Burgess - Proposed Dissertation Outline 2 

I;lypotheses: Some representative eypotheses for study in this area: 

The amount of publications on Negro-white relations has increased 
consistent:cy- during recent years. 

The i..,crease has been gz-ent,er for fiction books than for non- fiction. 

The increase hes been greater in popular books than in expert titles. 

The increase has been greater for books than for magazine articles . 

The increase has been greater for Negro authors tha."l for r,hite, and 
for Southern authol·s than for Northera. 

AC"UISITIOU AND DISTRIBUTION 

Nature of the Problem: The problem h~r.:; is to determine the extent to which such 
books and magazine articles dee.lint v,i th race r...t>o read, and by whom. Particular 
emphasis will be given tot.he role of the public library in acquiring and cilstributing 
such publications. Of the publ'ished material ,1hich we have considered above, only a 
part will be acquired by pn.·tic·.ilar agencie:3; an<l what is acquired will be distributed 
to readers in varying degrees. Th£ differ?,nces in actual reading will be related 
to differences in agencies a.r.,d to differences ill reati.ers . Emphasis will be placed 
upon the problem of relating differeac,ss in the read.int; of books and magazine articles 
on this subject to differences rn:noil.; readers. 

Sources for Data: Data on acquisiticn and distribution viill be secured through check­
lists sent to salected li0~aries of several types in several parts of the country. 
Comparative anazyses v:ill particular~• be made of the holdings and circulation of 
similar libraries representative of different parts of the country, and having different 
racial groups as patrons. Other sources of dat a include current studies of it~ns read 
in the major popular m.:gazines, which will be subjected to r·e-analysis for the pu.rposeb 
of this stud¥. Attempts will be made to secure .data relating to book club selections, 
best, sellers, and best renters. Finally, dn.ta on this problem for a national cross­
section will be secured t,hroui:,h the facilities of the National Opinion Research Center. 

Cat.e&;ori,es; Among the categories for which data on acquisition and distribution will 
be secured are these: 

l. Acquisition data rel ated to characteristics of libraries 

a . Section of country (North, South, v'iest) 
b. Type of library (main public, branch, college) 
c. Race of constituency (i.e., branch library in Negro district) 
d . Size of city 

2. Distribution data related to characteristics of readers 

a. Race 
b. Sex 
c. Education 
d. Age 
e. Place of birth 
f. Pl ".Ce of residLuce 



G• fl3ading he.bit,::; 
lJ. , Lib::>:.·alifr::-coaserve.tisa, in 6eno:.:o.l ;:;ocic.l atti tLtcles 
i. J_.j_bcn ~.J.is. -.;onservati~11: in ettH,uC:e~ on lkgrc-uhi-'.:,e 

;.•e.!.c. t.ior- :'l 

j . P~--·so~,uJ. <_.,::..Let (for whitE> peopl e) 

LibrQ1..>ies o:'.:' all h.inl'.i3 ~-n ,,::"::-.: ~' .' .:...16 few ... ieul-icrs of the ir..r.1ori ty 
;.•u.ce acqui·,_.e more public·, t • ::.N:; on L"n.c:; relations than do 1::.crijries 
in areas havin; a . ~,isce.bj.e r eG:r...: .,.d.nori ty. 

In areas havinJ a ::i;.~cn..'.Jl~ :let;:.o :-:i:10:i.'it.y ~ the .;~cater. the disc:..'.i.ui­
nation ami tension ·thf; loss i:.i::-:1.y :Libr2.rir-.; u·e .... o i·avc tl-':esa 
publications. 

In areas of tension and d:i f;c:· ·: • .lt~ticn, .,t.:._,h publL>J.tLms arc .uore 
often made availa;)J.e to th2- n: ·Jo!.•ity c::;rou::, thc?.n to thf. 
minority g').'oup. 

!-.km.'uers of the ,ino .• .;_ i;-3 g~:cq) ::,- :-.,1 :.,,.:cl: pabllc1:.t.ions more than do 
mmiibers ·) . .: th8 rn~: (:1' •. ;;·, • 6:..•oi1p :.,l' th) :::ti 10 c1luco. ti0ncl. level , r.1he11 
availabil 1."t,1/ ir, c..,_i_ual. 

11Libc,~2.J.s1: on i·le~;L·o-n1d.·0, 1·~'.•.,.:,; ::i:1s -r·er..d. si1ch pv.bl.i.cn:t,ions mere than 
do ncon::ie;:--,•ai:i.ves0 • 

fo·a.--:f:.ct.ion on z·ace .. •el'J.:..!.01rn at ::.)~acts by it::; subject; fiction by 
ot:1cr char:i.cte,~i~tics, ;.,uc.1 a.S 11bcst-seller·ism0• 

RGuclm.1 E ::>f i1,;,,n--fiction t,:nd to be reuulc...;;• rez.tlers of r~ce n:lo.t.:.c..1s 
p~10lica~ii:;10; reuci-Jrs of fi~tion do not. 

RESPONSE 

.ill¾.:.ttrl'e Qi' .the Prnril,~rn: lt~a:lt3r 1." sponse to rnca relati1:,11s i:ublications riiJ.l differ·~ 
i~ }'luence different p8ruons b1 different wo.ys; end the: :=::a.mo 
difi'<::.. cnt1"' by sever.9-1 publications clesi&,neci to oJ.ic:U:, the 

Th0 i3t\ille publicat,ion :.a~· 
pe~":.:cn .:r.r~ be lnflt:ence,d 
same res1,cnse. 

According to o;;J.~ hypothesis, in sappo1·t of which t!1o~u is ~.orue eviaence, 
n.::m-fiction books are reti.d by psrsons w110 e.re u.lready c01winced of ~.iie t1:t.i0er~1n 
poui~ion on Negro-white r·elationc und read these books f'c·~· rdr.:crc:s~1e,1t c-f thoir. 
opirn.cms. Fiction dealing with race relat.ioas, en the 0(.1 er h:.uid, is uadoubtecily 
x-~ad h:r readers of many differen·!; opi:1: c'l" . P·:>t.m.tlalJ.J such fict~.ol:". ha.'3 a much 
l1.:tter chance of influencing opinion becm.ise it is read :.1.on.-pu.:.·pcsi vcly ( :l. t ~ cr-.che:.l 
r:::ople ,·rit.h their defenaes <lo\"n), becrmsc it. i::i not ovcri. jn its ... 1·g,.urro.1t:~:tion) '~nd 
becauss it is reu.d more freque-,1tl,y th0.1, non-fiction. Tht::refore c:,.111ha.sis w:i.11 b~ 
placed b.erc en the response to fiction v.e&linb ~~.ri th pr·obleras of .i."'nce rolo.tions. T .... _, 
IT.r.ain problem wilJ. ~)9 to discov1r types of response -i:,o t:,. f'ferent types of .r~_ctior, r.ry 
pei.•scns ii-~n differ~..ng precli spositions. 



Bu,:,~ess - 'PT."02.Q;:cd Di ssert at ion Outl ine /,. 

Source ot' f"':~R: Information for this port2...:in of the i:-;t udy will be obt ained ·through 
ques tionn:a:.res to readers anc1 p:.u:ticub.::l y through int ensi·,,e per sonal interviews with 
readers . Prefel.~o.11ly, reade:.~s -;-,il l be cl'losGn among patrons of one or more of t he . 
libraries whose accpi sit,ion nnd dL ,t r ibution of mat ericl in this field has been studi ed. 
(In additi on, attcapts ,:il l be :uac1c to nccurc al...·eady exis ting case- s tudi es on this 
problem). 

Cateiroties : Some categor·i as for which dat a ,:i l l be col lected a.re t hese : 

1. Psychologi cal effects ( e . g . , dischar6c of cuiJ.t feelings through 
"moral" act of reacling and di scussion of problem literature, 
int ensif i cn:tion of i~-;.s.:,cu ... ·1.-ty f~elingn wit'1 ;.~el'orenca to minority 
group, et c.) 

2. Social effects ( e . g . , c::,r~ad ~if n} i bercl." attitudes on Neg:ro-whi te 
relations, spread o'~· ':.107."~. ;"'<:::,0 a0ou'i:; Negro l ife, reinfor cement 
as ag"liinbt conversion) 

3 . I.fotives fol' r ea1:E:,1c about : r.ce r~~c.tions ( e . g. , superior i ty feelings, 
fortuitous f'act;:,rs) 

L1-•· Co;npo:umt.3 of nov ".?1 1 s cf :fact.i-.reness (a.g. , basic t heme of Nugro­
nhi t e r el ations a.s s.g8hst S'.l:)sidiar<J themec; or, aggres sive 
po~ition on NefZro- 7l'Hte r el ,•.t io,is a s against mi ld positi on) 

5. Readil:1 p:::-ocess ( e . g .~ cozr.plotic;n of reading, further reading) 

llypother,i:;s : Rep1·~scnt~.t.}.-,rc r~rpot hcsec for ',;his divisi on of study: 

Race relationn J~iction i s r ~r.e;nbered in greater detail than i s 
fiction cc.::1to1•ed a:cotmd ot.h"!r problems. 

Rea.cling or ..,s:.ch f iction does not stimuls.ta o·i;her reading 011 the 
same problem. 

Fi ction with strong racial equali -cy theues i s criticized more of'·ten 
on sociological and historical grounds, while milder f i c-t;ion is 
criticized more often ou litera!"'J grounds. 

Reading of race relations fiction is mo:re likol;y to chang~ attitudes 
than the r e~g of non- fiction on the problem. 

"Strong" f ict ion on race relations has e boomerang effect, for some 
white r eaders (because it enlightens them on ~o;ne 11frightening" 
aspects of Negro-white relation~) a~d for some Ne 6--ro readez s 
(because i t reveals feel ings of hatred which they viish conc::.ialed 
from the majority group) . 
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