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October %, 1940

f
f
My deer Mr. Ssarinen: I was glad to nave had an opportunity for a
short visit to Cranbrook on laest Friday for
I azm personally very much imterested in the kind of things that are
being undertsken st the Acadenmy.

Until & few months ago I held & position in
the Government thet led me into very wide contucis with rurel people in
the South. One of the things which impressed me was their msrked luack
of skills. I huve & feeling that they are the least skilled pessant
folk in the world and that in any rehabilitation of these rural people
in the South zn effort must be mude to ilmprove their skills. I am think-
ing of the psychologicel value of this zs well as its economic significsance.
To that end we carried on u weaving experiment with & very superior
European teacher to see whether we could discover susong typical groups of
these people apiitudes that might bLe develcped. hmong the first groups
to be dexli with were both white and Negro women, who were given an
opportunity to begin weaving under the direction of this very superior
tescher. ©She wes gresily surprised at the encouraging results. They
ande very marked progress, @nd among the number were some wio were
superior. Colored women as & group showed equelly ss much sptitudes as
the whites, ana one or two of the best imdividuals smong them were superior
to any of the whites.

The U. S. Department of Agriculture is in &
position to curry this experiment further. The Rosenwald Fund is willing
to cooperatle, in & iimived way, in nelping to get further training for s
smell number of these women who can become the lesders of this movement
in the South. W¥e have in mind providing financizl support for one white
and one colored women who if possible would be sent for from eight to
twelve months work &t Cranbrook.

I zm writing now to raise with you the guestion
&3 to whether or not it would be possible for you to tuke one of the
colored wesvers. She is & young womsn of culture snd refinement znd has
shown remarkzble splitude, snd if it is poasible for Granbrook to take
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her I think the Fund could arrange to mske it financizlly possible for
her to come.

As you well know, our Negro Americans have
made very fundamental contributions to various fields of art. Weaving
is a new field for them, and I fully expect that if given an opportunity
they will demonstrate unusual capscity in this field. For thst reason
I am easger for the young womasn to have just the opportunity which
Cranbrook offers and which, so fur as I know, is not av.nilable anywhere
else in the country.

With apprecistion, I

Sincerely yours,

{ . .'E 10 | il"l
YA %b-iiﬁx%Abaunf

WRAsRH

Mr. Eliel Sssrinen, President
Cranbrook Academy of Art
Bloomfield Hills, #dichigun
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November &, 1940

Dear lr. Alexander:

Your letter of uUctober 22 to iire Saarinen
was received some days ago. The delay of this
reply was ceused by the problem it presented
as to whether the Academy could accept a color-
ed student. Ve have not previously been called
upon to consider this problem end it has taken some
time to discuss it with various interested persons.
There is every wish and desire here to comply with
vour request, but we are all conscious of the faect
that there are & rood many substantial difficulties
involved. A student, to gpet the most out of the
instruction, would need to be happy and contented
and we have no way of Imowing whether she would be
accepted by others in tThe school group. If not,
she mirht be discontented and unhappy.

I believe that the question of residence at
the Academy is guite out oif Lhe question because
the situation in our dormitories mekes this im-

4 possibdie. I%¢ is conceivavie, however, that a
colored woman mirht bDe accepted as a repular day
student. She would in this case have to live
elsewhere and come io the Academy everv day &as do
most of our students. These are questions for
which we will try to iind solutions,

Your inquiry and the willingmess of the Kosenwald
Fund to provide the means for the traininrs of these
students is rreetly anpreciated and we feel that wvour
efforts to rehabvilitete the colored 1olk of the South
is a marnificent undertakins and one with which we
are in sccord.




Fare =i=-
November 8, 1940
Mre Alexander

The entire matter will be riven the
serious study it merits and &t as early a
date as possible you will be savised of our
conclusions.,

Hichard F. Heseman

Mr. Will W. Alexender
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4201 Lllis Avenue
Chicaro, Illinois
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4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

My dear Embree: s ,
AL S 2
I have talked with you regarding the weaving project for rural
women in the south, started while I was in Farm Security, under the
leadership of a European teacher. The project has been more successful
than we had anticipated. There has been a great deal of interest in the
south and already some significant production is under way.

By the way, I am arranging to have Farm Security assign this European
teacher for a period of eight weeks to begin an intensive weaving project
at Tuskegee, to be done without cost to the Institute. It ought to add
materially to their resources in art and economics.

In order, however, to keep this thing going, we must give intensive
training to some southern women who understand the people with whom they
are working, and who will be able to translate their skills in terms of
regional traditions. I have in mind as a first step the training of one
white and one colored woman who will actually work with leaders of these
rural groups in the development of the project over a period of years.

The first woman has been selected. She is Miss W of
Mississippi. She has had several months' training under Miss Van and
before this, had manifested considerable aptitude for this sort of thing.

, She is a bright girl with college training, with a great devotion to rural
people. I am sure that if you saw her, you would be impressed with her un-
usual ability. It is my thought that she should be sent for ten or twelve
_Donths.to.Lranbrook Academy for intensive training in designing, and best

techniques in weaving, and some study of the related arts. I feel that the
Fund has a real opportunity here to contribute to a new development in
southern life which has far reaching cultural as well as economic possibi=
lities. Confirming ouwr conversation, I suggest that Miss Brancomb be given
this opportunity, with a grant of $1200.- The period of study will begin
February 1, 1941.

With best wishes, I am

Bincerely yours,

Wik n‘miww@\' '

Wlll We Aldﬁander

Adnministrative Asaiatant



Please fill out and return in order that we may complete our records -
wald Fellows:

JGladiola fBranscome . ...

Present position\.AsSociate. . FSA SupPerv.iso r
Address Box?23:ﬁrenada,lﬁlsslssippi

Significant recent activities:

See attached sheet L‘.
!

ELLOWS!

(Use additional sheet if desired) ~ =

i
;.-

. -




(THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS )

Acting Director for Fellowships
Julius Rosenwald Fund ‘,
4901 Ellis Avenue | YA
Chicago 15, Hlinois 4
[



Immediately follow*ng the study at Cranbrook Art Academy, Bloomfield
Hill, Kichlgan in 1941 and the summer of 1942, I served as Associate
Handicraft Specialist, working out of the Washington and Cincinnati
offices of the Farm Security Administration. I taught low income

farm women armd girls hand weaving, spinning and dyeing with native
dyes. The handicraft program was closed in April 1943, due to the fact
that the progrum was considered as non-essential during this emergency
period,

However, an organized group of women was left in twenty-five communi-
tfes over fourteen states with excellent equipment ard a working
knowledge of the equipment. In every group an average of five women
had developed sufficient skill in the use of the equipment to put into
effect new techniques which they acquired during the training program. .
These women had developed such skill that commercial markets were
being considered and several women, both colored and white, sold hand
mwoven materials of the highest quality a few months before the project
was closed, These women learned much more than just how to weave a
piece of material, They learned to have patience, developed imagina-
tion, learned to ddesign, developed a sense of exactness armd proportion
and learned the true meaning of texture. They mastered to a degree
the skill of combining colors, and last but not least, learned tc see
and appreciate some of the beauty in every day living.

I feel that even though these women may never do any great, outstanding
master pieces in weaving, the individuals will live a more beautiful

ife from having had the experience in the field of crafts and will most
certainly be better home makers,

From the handicraft program, I was transferred to the Labor Division of
the FSA as Area Home llanagement Specialist with headquarters at New
Orleans, la., assisting and directing the feeding of the Jamaican Labors
at the Induction Center in New Orleans,

A few weeks before the Labor Camp closed, I requested a county as

Associate FSA Supervisor near my home to help look after my parents,

I am at present working in Grenaca County as Associate FSA Supervisor,
working directly with the ¥SA borrowers. In the 1945 plan of work for

the county, I have made arrangements to have two looms in one of the

two vocational Home Economics 8chools in the county, where I shall work

one day each week instructing the interested girls, as well as any in-
terested adults in hand weaving, The Hyme Economics teacher assisted

in making arrangement possible, and students seem interested in the prop sed
weaving project as a part of their regular Hgme Economics work.



Account—Development of Personnel ~~  APPROPRIATION No. 40-8

Branacor

Gladiols

NAME OF STUDENT:

ADDRESS

INSTITUTION. Cranbrook Academyv

RECOMMENDED BY _

STATEMENT OF OFFER
FCK to Miss Prenscomb - 1£/¢%2/40:
"We are happvy to be &ble to tell vou that the Julius hogenweld Fund is meking

aevailable to vou the sum of $1,200 for your continued study in decigning, and
technigues in wesving, at Cranbrook Acsdemyr. It is our understanding thet you

o

are plenning to athtend Cranbrook for a pericd of ten or twelve wmonths, beginning

Februery 1, 1941." =
AMOUNT OF OFFER— L4 £00 PAYMENT DATEs—L/28/41 - $600; Belauce
CHECKS PAYABLE TO— Glediole Brenscomh on recuest in June,
TIME PERIOD OF OFFER
APPROVED BY AUTHORIZED BY
DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT | DATE EXPLANATION | AMOUNT
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ACCOUNT-_Special Personnel for Ruval EducstidomppROPRIATION No. 423

NAME OF STUDENT Miss Gladiola Iranscome

el ”

ADDRESS ’ iiniciasianin

INSTITUTION Attendings Cranbrook Academy of Arts
We W. Alsxzander

RECOMMENDED BY

STATEMENT OF OFFER p
FOW to Miss Doris Porter - 7/15/42 telegram A% P

"Approve your request for assistence to Gladiola Branscome, $150, * # # for

additional study at Cranbrook."

AMOUNT OF OFFER slso PAYMENT DATES

CHECKS PAYABLE TO

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER

APPROVED BY: - AUTHORIZED BY
PAYMENTS
DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT




December 23, 1940

Dear Miss Branscomb: We are happy to be able to tell
yon that the Julius Rosenwald
ble to you the sum 1200 our
udy, in des .nﬁ1¢';_?73m%§chniquas in Ieaving,*“

at Granbrqok Academy. It is our understending thet you
are planning to attend Cranbrook for a period of ten or
twelve months, beginning February 1, 1941. ®¥ill you
correspond with Miss Dorothy Elvidge, Comptroller of the
Fund, regarding time and methods of payment of this grant?

We are glad to be of help to you
in this additional study and feel sure that upon your re-
turn to the South you will continue 4o make & real contri-
bution to the economic and cultural life through an
awakened interest in weaving.

Sincerely yours,

FGW:RW

Miss Glediols Bransconk
Sunflower Plantation
Kerigold, Mississippi




December 20, 1940

My dear Mr. Raseman: Your letter of November 8
has swaited my continued
absence from the city. I appreciste the spirit
in which you write, and I hope some way may be
found by which a few choice Negro students who need
the services of Cranbrook csn be taken on some busis
which will ensble them to get the guidance and
inspiration which, in my opinion, they cannot get
anywhere else.

Awaiting your convenience,

Sincerely yours,

WRA:RH

Mr. Richard P. Raseman
Executive Secretary
Crenbrook Academy of Art
Bloomfield Hills, Michigen
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Route 1
Merigold, Mississippi
December 28, 1940

@5 ¥ "’/5%) xti13) |
liss Dorothy A. Elvidge
Comptroller : @J‘
Julius Rosenwald Fund —“M [

Chicago, Illinois

Dear Miss Elvidge:

I have a letter from lr. Fred G. We.le, Assoon.ate for Rurel Edu-
cation, advising me that the Julius Rosenwald Fund has mede
available $1,200 for my continued study in designing and
techniques in weaving at Cranbrook Art Academy, Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan. Please accept my most sincere appreciation for this
wonderful opportunity.

lr. Wale advised me to correspond with you relative to the time
and method of payment of this grant.e It is my plan to leave
here February 1, 1941, en route to Cranbrook Art Academy, ex-
pecting to arrive there sufficiently early to be comfortably
located and prepared to begin study on the 5th of February.

During a recent interview with Dr. Will W. Alexander, Vice-
President of the Rosenwald Fund, it was suggested that the
peyments be made in two parts. If this plan meets with your
approval, I would prefer to have the first instalment made to
reach me not later than January 31, 1941, and the second in=-
stalment of the grant to be made in time for enrollment at the
beginning of the second term. At this time I do not know the
exact date of the June enrollment, however, I will advise you
further on this subject at a later date.

Agein, I would like to express my appreciation for this oppor-
tunity. I shall put forth every effort to acquire from this
study information and skills which will enable me to promote
the growth of our rurel people.

Very sincerely yours,

cec: Mr. Fred Ge. Wale
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December 351, 1940

Dear Miss Branscome: I shall see that payment
of the $1200 grant made

to you recently is sent in two installments, the

first one to reach you at your Herigold, Mississippi

addresg before January 31, and the second one to be

sent to you sometime in June at your request.

Very truly yours,

DorotHY A. Fivinge
DAE: A

Merigold, Mississippi



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD

FIRM NAME o= SUBJECT FELLOWSHIPS  BRANSCOME  GLADIOLA FILE.No.

DATE 1'5-41

Corres re: Miss Branscome's former

REMARKS

teacher in Mississippi - HMiss Van Hall.

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE WEAVING PROJECT FILE NO.

SEE

DATE

SIGNED

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN
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ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER "'SEE"’

YAWMAN 2 FRBE MFG.(0.

ROCHESTER, N. Y.

FORM NO. 0S9CR



C RASN B "R QO K " C ADEMY O
B © O M F

F
AR - O il O T FTE;l_j;_(:fV&!SSF;lVFJSS

AR T
G A N

=

ELIEL SAARINEN e A R L Mol ECE. ES
PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR DIRECTOR DEPARTMENTOFSCULPTURE
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN

RICHARD P. RASEMAN ZOLTAN SEPESHY
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DIRECTOR DEPARTMENT OF PAINTING

; | b 10'@@%[“‘
W I\’ P i

PR 241 |
Flo| e ﬁ

.-, {:’"
) " : s
!r»f 8. LUVNDLS ) ;i

January 15, 1941

Dear Mr. Alexander:

Your letter of December 20, 1940
came many days ago. Since then we have
given the matter consideration and have
decided that we will accept two Negroes
as day students. We have found that
suiteble living accommodations for them
can be had in Pontiac, which is 6 miles
away. As Cranbrook is not on a highway
having public transportation it would
be advisable for the students to have
a car provided for their joint use.

As our weaving course has a full
enrollment for the second term the
earliest we could accept new students

: would be for the year begimning Septem-
ber, 1941.

— 1
(//// Very truly yours, /

Richard P, Reseman

Mr. Will W, Alexander
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois
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The third month's study at Cranbrook has been a very busy
month. This, of course, means that the more one gets into
the study of design, technlques of weaving, techniques of
pottery and metal craft, the light glows brighter and one
begins to feel rushed for time,

I have enjoyed many interesting experiences in weaving this
monthe. PFlirst, was the completing of my first large plece,
a rug 45" x 75", I am sure that it will never be possible
to tell the joy and satisfaction one enjoys upon completing
a plece such as I have mentloned and especially when peoplo
begin to comment such as - "The texture-is very good"

"I like the way the colors are blended", Just about that
time someone else will walk in and say, "It is nice but you
know I belleve I would have liked 1t better if you had made
one part of the design more bold", At this point you can
be assured-that I explained why I preferred the design as
it 1s, ete. As simple as this commenting may seem it is
invaluable to the person to whom the plece belongs. The
criticlsm helps to see points both good and bad that had
never been consldered before.

Second, the weaving studlo sponsored a competition for the
furnishing of a given house designed by one of the student
architects. The problem was to design and weave samples of
upholstery, glass curtain, textured drapery and rugs, one
designed and cne textured., We were allowed approximately
ten days to complete this work. Since I had scarcely woven
upholstery or curtains I had to weave many samples before

I could get one that would fit into the scheme of the rooms,
However, after weaving four rug samples 12"x12", five up-
holstery samples 10"x10", six curtain samples 10':10“ and
two samples of textured drapery, I made the selection of

the ones I though best and got them mounted just a few hours
before the competition closed.

Since all of the students entering the competition were
second year weaving students except one, I did not expect
an award, although I am pleased to report that I received
honorable mention.

In the pottery department I have spent most of this period
working with glazes, however, I have thrown three pleces
since my last report. The process of glazing is most in-
teresting but very difficult to get a perfect glaze - out

of ten pleces I have one plece glalnd(!-l§j IA?;W ?1n!k J
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tried several simple methods, such as the coll and slap method
which I will be able toc use in my work with the rural families
where wheels will not be available, I find that the clay from
Mississippl takes glaze very well., It is also very successful
in making pleces using the coll system, I am trying many glazes
and during-summer school I hope to asslst in stacking and fire
ing a kiln, -

In the metal department I have worked only one day. I designed
and finished a brass tray which might be used as a table center
plece, It is my plan to make candle holders to mateh during
the summer,

Gladiole Branscome

May 22, 1941
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My accomplishments at the end of the aooo%th’: smg)y
at the Cranbrook Academy of Art has afforded me much more
satisfaction than did that of the first month, I might say
that where the first month's activities might be described
as getting scquainted, exploring, and rulx out the posse
ibllitles that Cranbrook afforded, month has been
spent in actual work with mving techniques, designing,
pottery craft and metal creft at odd times.

Since weaving 1s my special interest I have spent the great-
er part of my time in the weaving studio. On Tuesdays, Yed-
nesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays froa nine ofclock in the
moming until five o'clock in the evening I could be found
at the working desk designing rugs snd laboring with color
schemes. It may be of interest to inow that I have scarcely
used water colors since I left grammer school and have never
had any design. Therefore, I really had, I would say, not
quite as much fun &8 I oust have had in gremmar school, but
certainly a most interesting experience mixing colors and
dealgning rugs for & given room and a given color scheme.

I am almost ashamed to look back at the first rug I designed.
Two students from the design department must have watched ny
designs with a curicus eye for the other day they came into
the studic and looked at my eight designs and commented, "You
have come & long way {from the flirst design when you no doubt
mudtommbymttmgmommomwmofm

W "The eighth one is very
Thlynlao a;dod motb.rmm designs when woven

meke & better lmpression than on paper.” ¥hich I have felt
was definltely true -~ of ooum I realize it is because the

drawings are not acourate and when they are woven they are.
I have worked out .’ﬁo rug hpu and hnv. woven samples
12" x 12%. I have samples 6"x6" of black and -

white material in which I han rk-d out ten different weaves.
I have also set up a loom with onongh warp for two rugs size
45"x75", which I will weave by May Oth, I have tried to keep
in mind the farm people with whom I work and the things they
will have to work with in planning the two large rugs which

I mentloned for I plan to use them for teaching purposes.

They will be woven of jute materlial and rags.

¥y work in the weaving will be continuwed in designing and
working out techniques for upholstery and draperies..

In my last narrative I mentloned having some samples of
cleys sent from NMisslissippl for experimenting in the pottery
work. I am pleased toc report that the pleces nda rm tho ot

clay stood very high firing vltbp? 'éd ’
I have not glazed elither piece b :




b

that 1t will take the glaze all right. It will most certainly
be a greater incentive to develope mea“m by being able
to use the clay just as 1t 1is dug rather having to add
materials such as flint, grog, etc. I have completed four
pleces of pottery and have four pleces ready for glazing. I
have pottery class one and one half days per week. I realize
that the equipnent for a pottery project is expensive but

am studying the possibllities of , ,

other necessary equipment,

I have also spent one day of each week working on designs
for displays and I hope to work out some interesting signs
which might be used as craft shop signs.

I have designed, cast and finished two silver rings, for my
brothen, at a total cost of eighty-six cents. A plcture of
which I am enclosing. This design was original. The rings
were admiped by all who saw them. I plan to continue to work
at odd times in the metal craft studlo. I have discussed at
length with the metal instructor the posasible cost of a metal
shop in farm communitlies and he seems to

is not prohibitive and that there are great possibilitlies in
such a shop = I feel that in beginning such projects, as
metal craft, pottery and weaving that we cennot be too care-
ful in planning and beginning on & relatively small scale and
oducate people that it is a slow process and to grow into the
projects rather than jump into them.

f"\r.;l., 9. 19 ¢1
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Cranbrook Art Academy
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
March 5, 1941

Mr, Fred G.Wale

Associate for Rurel Education
Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago,Ill.

Dear Mr., Wale:

I am enclosing a short narrative
relating some of my findings during the first
month of my study at Cranbrock.

I want to assure you that I am
truly grateful for this ovoportunity.

Sincerely yours,

4&2%3%2}{1_ éiﬁauuapm~2,/
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In checking with myself, regerding my findings et Cranbrook Art Acedemy,
at the close of my firet months study « I find thet I am tempted to answer all
questions with one phrase I hear many times each day, "It is wonderful®.

The first point I should like to mention is that I bmve gained a definite
satisfection in finding here at Cranbrock that Art ic not unatteineble but might
be defined as; anything well done, simple, orderly and satisfying. I have had
such a feeling about Art for some time but I have never seen it more perfectly
demonstrated than it is here. The first impression one gets upon entering the
school grounds is tha® all the arts have been interwoven into the plan of the
whole systems In the study of weavin;, pottery, seculpture, painting, and arch-
itecture of the buildings, the draperies, rugs, and upholstery are designed and
wowen with the same idea. In fact, the whole atmosphere is tlst of applied art.
From the way I bave emphasized the relationsaip of all the arts one uight think
that it wuld dbe difficult to live in such an atmosphere withoutl having indigestiom,
but permit me to say the arrangement is so perfectly blended that it is moet come
fortable and setisfying. ’

‘Sooead, I have never before this study realiszed the lmportance of design.

I see thet one must knmow the prineiples and be aeble to apply them before much
can be sccomplished in weaving, pottery or any of the other arts. I would say
that directness and simplicity ere the besic virtues of design for without these
there can be no setisfying order.

The hendierafts, when they were superseded by mschine production hed been
perfected through hundreds of years of painstaking cultivetion end it eppeers
to me thet we stand at the beginnimg of an equally lomg period of evolution of
the arts. VYWe are today, we might say, exploring new territories, charting new
lands and in gemersl doing the initiel m:fﬁuﬂﬁ«h:&@ﬁn& /
our rurel people as well as the public in we be too f

careful sbout design. e must remaster the abnﬁr lave qﬁwi teli'all
.
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been beaseds It seems to me from the study that instead of inheriting e tradite
ion we are imitating one. I feel that it is mecossery that we do some cresting,
koeping in mind the basle virtues of design, in terms of our cwn noeds, materials
and tools rather than do so muwoh imitating.

Une might ack just how all of this will help the rural pecple of the south
0f all things, our people need to develop skills so thet they will not only realize
o saall and much needed supplementary income but will emeble them to enjoy the
w&hpuflmm#wuuﬁmbmwhm“h#um I know from ex=
perience thet there is no satisfaction like thet of oreating scmething beautiful
which displays omes idea in line, texture and colore

Among those rural farm femilies we have meuy fine and noble persomalities
that have never head an opportunity to express theuselves to en eudience. I find
Mmmhmmimhbmm‘ntulhudmot&m‘mm
considerable ability.

Art sppreclation is a most subtle taing and wost certainly one may not dictate
wmmwmtuwawmumm.mmwsu‘m.m
iation of good oraftsmanship, usxa. color and texture will improve. I feel thet
no doubt very soon the entire commmity will be admiring end ‘mying good things for
their homes, instead of shoddy things. '

To attack this task of teaching skills, one must possess enthusiaswm, ekill,
disorinination and infinite patienmce. WYe must teach them to have coursge to des-
troy, or use if possible, that which 1s below gtandard, self-denial to resist the
temptation to sell an umworthy producte Uur country is is need of eraftsmen of
this type. If we expect this trend of art evolution to contimue we must reawahken
end teach that there is an lmportant work for good oraftsmen.

During this semester my time will be spend
design, and pottery. nuthmur

ities of olays sent from Mississippi to use in
helpful in the development of possible pottery eraft.
UNIV

Sy




April 14, 1941

[
Dear Miss BM! Thenk you for yocur two
recent reporis of progress
at Crarbroock. The work sounds fascinating and your
photographs are & great help in pointing the value
of your experiences.

On Doctor Will's advice, I
have meent to visit Cranbrook a number of times and
hope that I may get there before you leave.

A little book called
came over my desk the other day. Your
remarks sbout this craft suggest to me that you might
have fun reading it and finding out whelher its sug-
gestions are sound and applicable to your needs.

We appreciate having your
reports and chall enjoy hearing again.

Beet wishes for your con-
tinued success.

8incerely,

-
A - o lads

FGl: R

rook Art Academy

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
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April 14, 1941

Dear Doctor Will: Two reporis heve come within the
past few weeks from Miss Branaconl“;"
Perhaps she has also written you, but I thouzht you
would like to hear that my reaction to her progress is
most favorable. If you have read her reports, you will
know that not cnly is she able to indicate real growth in
the actusl practice of crafte, but thnt she also expresses
scue sound fundamentals on the introduction of this work
into the southern ares. She writes well,-in a simple
style. Iun short, I am delighted with what we hear from
her.

Of courge, as in every other case.
when we hear of a crackerjack person, I begin to ruminate
on how liss Branscomb can fit into the rural education pro-
gram we have major interesi in. HNo one is attending the
Tuskegee wesving school fram West Georgia because Folger
and I did not know exactly how to gear weaving into the
work at Carrollton. Quite recently, however, certain lines
between the college &nd the community are being established
wiiich, by the time Miss Branseomb 1s ready to leave Cran-
brook, will without question open the way for a sound be-
ginning in applied arts.

This is simply an announcement that
witen I next see you or Miss Porter I shall talk with you

further of this work generally and Miss Branscomb particularly.

Sincerely,
FGWeRW

Dr, W. W. Alexander i .
Cosmos Club o R St
'Iihing‘hm, b. C. ; 4 ‘
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April 50, 1941

Dear Miss Branscome? Your nice letter has
come while Mr. Wale is
away. He will return next week, and I shall
give it to him then. Mr. Wale will surely want
to come to Cranbrook Academy while the Student
Exhibition 18 in progress, and I am sure he will
if he possibly. For at least some of the time
you mention, however, he has made commitments
to be in Georgia. Perhaps toward the end of
the Exhibit he will be able to make the trip.

Sincerely yours,

rRure WarreN

RW Secretary to Mr. Wale

isgs Gladiola Brmmm
Cranbrook Adaden e
Bloomfield Hilla, lichigan
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Mey 6, 1941

Dear Miss Branscomes Thank you for your
letter and invitation
to visit Cranbrook. It is quite likely that I
shall be able to attend the Student Exhibitionm,
probably some time during the first week of
June. I shell write you again when I know
more definitely the day of my coming.
Sincerely yours,

Miss Gladiola Branscome
Art

Cranbrook Academy
Bloonfield Hills, Michigan
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June 3, 1941

A O
L

DE | Yy iy A / {

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge
Comptroller

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4910 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear lMiss Elvidge:

In my letter to you December 28th, 1940, I
promised to advise you relative to the payment
of the second installment of the grant made
available for my study at Cranbrook.

This is to advise you that it is my plan to
spend the three weeks between this term and the
beginning of summer schocl which is June 30th,
et Hartland, Michigan learning to spin. I ex-
pect to leave Cranbrook June llth and if it meets
your approval I should like to have the second
Installment before that date.

The work here at Cranbrook has been most
interesting and I am most grateful for the
opportunity. I am terribly excited about learn-
ing to spin, I have cotton, mohair, flax and
wool to experiment with at Hartland.

I hope that sometime in the near future
you will have the pleasure of visiting Cranbrook.

Very sincerely yours,
copy to: -

Dr. Will W. Alexander

\\ L

I

FFred G. Wale (\ J /(A P J P, f [
|/ A 2
] f/¢\\§ . " //
rf\‘ / \).7 4
Iy '@y
UNIVERSIT



FELLOWSHIPS

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge
Comptroller

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4910 Ellis Avenue
Ohlcago, Ililinois

Dear liss Elvidge:

In my letter to you December 28th, 1940, I
promised to advise you relative to the payment
of the second installment of the grant made
available for my study at Cranbrook.

This is to advise you that it ls my plan to
spend the three weeks between this term and the
beginning of summer school wlileh is June 30th,
at Hartland, lMichigan learning to spin, I ex-
pect to leave Cranbrook June llth and if it meets
your approval I should like to have the second
installment befare that date,

The work here at Cranbrook has been most
interoating and I am most grateful for the
opportunity. I am terribly excited about learne
ing to spin, I have cotton, mohalir, flax and
wool to experiment with at Hartland.

I hope that sometime in the near future ®
you will have the pleasure of visiting Cranbrook.

Very slncerely yours,

Wadiite
copy tos

Dr. %Will %, Alexander
Fred G . Wa 1.

UN I ‘\f ESXROSHIANTY.
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June 5, 1941

=

Dear Miss Branscomet Thank you for your recent

report on your work at
Cranbrook. Your statements, illustrsted by photo-
graphs, ere very interesting to read.

I am sorry to have te tell
you that I shall not be eble to come up to Cranbrook
at this time, ac I had hoped. I camnot find the
opportunity between mow and next Friday, when my
family snd I will leave for Georgls, to be ewey until
about the first of September. I realize I am missing
er excellent opportunity to see the work that you
end the cther students are dolng, but I am afraid my
visit muet be postponed until next fall.

Tour plans to go to Hartland,
Michigan, to spin sound excelleat. I hope you will
enjoy & good summer.

Sincerely,
FGW:RE FReD G. Ware
Miss G
¥ of TO0.

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

x {__~\ J «\/\(J (/_\\.J 2 (J ;//A
| db ey
L )X\



To

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenu ,,—-
caicaco FEI L(\)\NSE '!DS
Payment Voucher No. 3052

Miss Cladiols Brangcome

Cranbrook Academy of Art
Bloomfield Hills, Michigen

Final payment on grant of §1,200 for study at Cranbrook Academy - - $600,00

Ck.#25151
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Development of Personnel 40-8 $600.00

Prepared by

Checked by ' Posted by l ‘ I \ S

AM
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June 5, 1941

Dear Miss Branscome: Enclosed 1s our check
for $800 to cover the
balance due on your fellowship grant,
Cracbrook sounds like a
fascinating place. I sghould certalnly enjoy a

viclit theres Best wishes for a plecsant summer.
Very truly yours,

DAEz AR DorOTHY A, ELVIDGE
diss Glediola Branscome
Elocomfield Hills, Michigan

UNIVERSITY
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My fourth and fifth months awdy at cmmbmk and mum m
been very exclting. The fourth month's work was spent completing
tho first semester's work end the exhibition of same,

A, WEAVING:

In this department I completed an all wool part flossa rug

45" x 75" in six days at an approximate cost of $19.00. It took
three days for deeigning, coloring and making working drawlngs
for the above named rug - totaling nine 4 work spent on the
ruge This rug would sell for 50,00 or §75.00, so the instructor
advised. Therefore, it scemed to me rug making hes great possi-
bilities as s supplementary income for cur rural farm womem. I
also designed and wove six different linen table mats, emphasizing
color combination.

Be METAL WORK:

In metal work I designed and hammered a copper bowl which-might
be used for {rult, fall leaves or moszt any rustic decoration, I
wish to say the craftsmanship was very poor but cne might say I -
learned on this piece. I expect to make, during the summer term,
another bowl of a different design using the same technique,

C. POTTERY:

My work in pottery during the fourth month's study was spent
glezing three pleces plus the throwing and glazing three other
pieces. I am pleased to report that the result of the last pleces
was much more satisfactory then any before., I am still not quite
sure of glazing, however, after summer school I feel that I will
probably be more confident of the process of glazing than I am at
present.

De STUDENT EXHIBITIONS

This being =y first time to work with end have a part in a well
known exhibition - I am sure that 1t i1s impossible to tell just
how exciting it all was to me. I have always had a feeling that
exhibitions are certainly worth all the extra work and money they
requires To me 1% 1s a very geod way to let the public know what
goes on inside of institutions and organigzations-which the general
public are barred from for one reason or another, o begin wi
the exhibition was planned by the students from all of the depa:
ments and as one might expect coming from an institution as Crane
brook, planned to the last minute. The architectsz designed and
made a miniature set up of all dopo.rt}wntu
Since ‘the bullding was just one ualAlha] hd Ehe
far apart to Le used successfully, some

UNIVERS
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whereby a more unified display could be had. After much dlscussion

it was decilded that the different departments would be divided to

a certaln extent by corrugated cardboard panels suspended from the
ceiling by wire which by the crossing of the wirp from many an

formed a very interesting net work of do::?-. Tables were desig

and made of plywood on whieh pottery, me articles and srchitectur-.
al models were displayed. The large card board pansls not only sep-
arated departments but were palnted subtle colers which made a wonder-
ful background for the dleplay of rugs and wall hangings.

The weaving coupetition samples were all mounted in ono way and ate
tractively displayed on the wall on each side of the molel made by -
a student architects, _

Many pleces of sculpture were wonderfully exhiibited on shelves which
hung by wire from the celling to give the effect es The asculplure

would give naturelly. Rellef ploces were mounted on the wall to

appear reallstlic.

The paintings were placed In among the other mentioned objects %o

show the relstion of all the arts and I am sure that 1t can be sald
that every article in the exhlbitlon was shown to its best advant-

.
;g: theme of the show was the correlation of materials, needs and
techniques.

/It might be of laterest to know that movies were made of the entire

exhibit. I understand that these movles can be borrowed from the

school by clubs, clmrches, organizations snd schools., Since they

have moviea made from all of the departments and they are so con=

nected it would be necessary to specify the movie a specilic group
would be Intereated in seeing when cordering.

© Be SPINNINGS

During the rifth month's study a dreem was made a real one
whén I found that I would be able to learn to spin and sinee
do not teach spinning at Cranbrock and there was a definite need
in ay work for spimning I began to inguire where I could learn to-
spin and someone sugprested that I investigate Hartland Area Craft.
After making a trip to Hartland, HMichigan, I found that I could
ot the tralning there the three weoks ba%m regular term and
sumer school and 1t was decided thet I could spend the tise there
very profitably. I had two grades of raw wool, mohair, flax and
cotton to experiment with., The firat day I spent most of the time
trying to learn tc treadle the wheel correctly because very little
can be done until one gets the feel of rumning the wheel., The ine
structor started me splining flax first bDecause it 1s much easler
to work with than the other material and I was amazed with mny sec=
ond day of spimning., The thread was falrly nice. By the end of
the second day I felt that I could spin the wool, so I started exw
perimenting wlth washing the raw wool in warm water using differe
ent strengths of alkelines, finally concluding that mest any m1ld
alkaline could be used successfully. Fhen the wool wa -
ed to zard 1t with the same kind ol eards™ /i sed”
at ny Grandmother's, The carding wal




the wool I felt es if I had forgotten nll T had lesrned
days, it was very d.lft!cni% in fect I bad to :
er

48
§RrE
i

learn
to all over again and I found that mvlthnchm II‘L. -
The ton and mohalr as well as the wool and flax had to be treate
ed differently because none of the fibers were of the same lengths
or of the same nature and responded differently to the twisting.
As I would tire cof spimning I would weave some of the yarns I had
made into samples., I used a cotton warp because there wes a cotton
warp set up that I eculd use. I also wove some towels and mats at

intervals when resting. It might be of interest to know that a

irner could spin two pounds per day but I never wsas able to spin
ver one half or three quarters of a pound per daye. Imveryp‘t&-
ful to have had the opportunity to learn to spin, however

convinced that it was to my adventage to learn to weave rfut te-
cause I know more about thread snd not only appreciate the spinn

but T am constantly thinking of textures I 4 get in weaves wi
different kinds and qualities of thread as I spin which controls

the quality of thread spinninge.

During the fifth month I also had the opportunity of visiting the
Art and Home Economics Departments of lilchlgan State College at East
Lansing, which I found very interesting. I found myself se

for the trend in modern art., I was alsc made to think that the
majority of colleges and universities I have had the pleasure of
visiting and attending seem te be afrald to venture into experiment-
123 11:: the dii‘fomt phases of art, I was also made to wonder if
students are able to use the ¢ of art taught in the average college
alfter leaving its walls. o

In connsctlion with the tour through Kiohig-n State College we visite
ed a house designed by Frank Lloyd Wright which was very modern and
interested me much.

@
b

o ®
o

UNIVERSITY



) W
B e L OwsHIPS

July 11, 1941

Dear Miss Branscome: Mr. Wale will be out of
the office until after
Labor Day, and all of his mail is coming to me for
reply. I have read with 2 great deal of interest
the report of your work at Cranbrook during the
months of May and June, and will see that it is
placed on Mr. Wale's desk when he returns to the

office.

Very truly yours,
DAE: AM DOROM A EL
Miss Gladiole

Bloomfield Hills, WMichigan

rJ\/ﬁ o
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CROSS REFERENCE RECORD

FIRM NAME or SUBJECT FELLOWSHIPS  BRANSCOME  GLADIOLA FILE NO.

oATE ] 0-20-41 REMARKS T'CW to Doris Porter re: possibility of
having Miss Branscome visit the four
Southern colleges.

SEE FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION FILE NO.
DATE
SIGNED
FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN
PROPER DATE ORDER. /I
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED UND- . /: -“/- 1=
ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER '‘SEE”’ JELA

ROCHESTER, N.Y.

FORM NO. 09SCR



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE\&LLLTQWS H , PS

FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON

November 1, 1941

IN REPLY REFER TO

Mr. Fred G. Wale ‘ ‘ | -
Rosenwald Fourdation e S RS | il‘ ’
4901 Ellis Avenue e

Chicago, Illinois

i
£ O

Dear Mr. Wale:

I am, at last, enclosing a copy of the Summary of My Study at
Cranbrook Academy of Art, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.

Again let me say I am most grateful for the opportunity your
Foundation made possible. I am doing all that I can each
day to pass on the technicues leamed at Crarbrook to farm
women and girls.

I would like very much for you to visit some of the projects
where we are teaching weaving if you should be near any of
them in your travels.

Miss Porter advised me that you saw part of the exhibit of
the articles I made at Cranbrook. If you should be interes-
ted in seeing the remainder of the exhibit, I will be very
glad to mail it to you for your inspection.

I am
Sincerely,
WMW
kssistant Crafts Specialist



SUMMARY OF WORK AT CHANBROOK ACADEMY OF ART
Submitted by Gladiola Branscome.

The summer school which opened June 30 and extended through
Avguset 8, at Cranbrook Academy of Art was 2 very interesting exper~
ience. I would say that summer school could not be compared with
the regular school term because the students who attended summer
school were much more interested in a professional way than were the
regular term students. There was no lost timej every student was in
the studios early and the majority worked until late et night. As
a result many very good designs were created in weeving, pottery, and
metal crafte.

As to my accomplishments, I would say that the designe crested
and pieces woven were very much better in all of the mentioned depart-
ments in comparison with the work done the first semester.

In the weaving department, I designed and wove forty-three samples
8" x 8", consisting of drapery, upholstery, woolen suit material, linen
table mats, and cotton dress materisle The color combinstions were
superior, as well as the designs, to the work I did the first semester.
I attribute that to two facts: First, I had developed & keener sense
of design, cuality, texture, end color combinations from the exper-
ience of the first semester's work. Second, I had developed a keener
feeling for yarns and yarn combinations which was definitely a
development that came from the experience of spimning yarmn. I feel

the spinning was invaluable to me in gold;\eoflﬂ\ & e in lMJit’ f /
‘/ \\\ \ ( \\\\
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It might be of interest to know that it gave me a great sense
of satisfication to use the threads I had spun in the meking of
material. The entire class looked on eagerly every time I put up
a warp and would inquire, "Are you going to use any homespun in this
warp? The times thet I did use the thread I had spun, I could
scarcely weave for the people standing around watchings The instruc-
tor asked that I give a demonstration in spinning, which I did and
many students expressed a desire to learn. I taught the three _m
Security Administration students to spin at odd times since they
would need the spinning in their worke.

It is very wonderful to be able to report on my work in the
pottery department. I used the Mississippi clay and American art
clay exclusively during the six weeks. As you will recall from my
past sad experience with glages, it almost had me wondering if I
would ever get a really good pieces The first piece which I made
after summer school opened turned out very good, however, I still
felt that I had to get a better one, and finally I dide I used the
Wississippi clay only for this bowls. I first glazed it with white
lead crackle glaze and fired it. Then, I tock it out of the kilm
| ithout scarcely touching it and I reglaged it with 2 glesge made by
mixing copper cxide into transperent glage until it was & grey
mixture. I glesed the piece with this mixture quickly and was about
to place it on a shelf to dry when the mtmmr walked upe F&he

g N
nearly frightened me when she exclaimed, {\‘Ll o, ' ﬂ@& F /
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to be wonderful. I have glazed many pieces and have only got one or two
as good as that in my twelve years' experience." Honestly, I nearly
fainted. I just could not believe what I was hearing, however, after
the firing it was just as she had said -~ a very bold beautiful crackle.
A battle wes won, even though it could be called accidental. I completed
four pieces and each had a very good glegze. To me, pottery was the

most di ffienlt work which I did at Cranbrook. It not only required
skillful use of the hands, but required every ounce of energy I possessed
to throw a piece of pottery and was & very great challenge.

In the metal department I made 2 small nut bowl which I epun on
a lathe. I also hammered another cooper bowl since I was not at all
satisfied with the one I did the firet semester.

Since August 8, T have had an opportunity to put into practice
many of the technigues learned at Cranbrook in the teaching of weaving
on the F.S.A. resettlement communities. I realize that it is impossible
to tell what the study at Cranbrook really has done for me. However, I
z"ealise from thet study I gained confidence in myself., I am sure I can
teach the techniques of weaving. It has alsc made me feel that I have
something to give in weaving, spinning, and designing, and, frenkly,

I want others to experience the pleasure I have enjoyed in being able
to first design on paper and then weave into material my expression of
a deeign. It is & privilege to pass on to farm women and girls the
techniques and skills of the almost lost art of hand spinning end weav-

- rk/f oan f/
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I shall be forever grateful to those who made the opportunity
possible for me to have this special training end I shall do all
within my power toward resoring and revitalizing the crafte that
were common years ago in many sections of this country. However,
my particular interest is to pess on to the under privileged farm
women and girls the skills and technigues acquired from this study.
As T work with this under privileged group, I find that they have
the ability to acguire these skills and all they need is guidance
and directione.

Signeds
diola PBranscome
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Wood lake,

February 5,

Texas

1942

Mr. Fred G. Wale L.
Julius Rosenwald Foundation ‘
Ellis Avenue Al : X
Chicago, Ill. | |

My dear Mr. Wale:

The few days spent on West Georgia Teacher's College Campus
was a wonderful experiences The association with you, Dr.
Folger and the faculty there was a real inspiration. Thank
you for making such an opportunity possible.

With kindest regards and good wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

éj§214£1;r1£{ ‘fiwaAtf"A*ﬂL?"
——————————— T A 25

e TN
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February 20, 1942

Dear Gladiola: Thank you for your latter from Woodlake.

I had written to HMiss Porter asking for
your address bub had mot heard. I wanted to send you & note
of thanks for your week with us =2t West Georgia. I am con-
fident that what I had hoped would come from this assoeciation

is going to take plsce.

As far as I know now the Fest Georgia
people are counting on your being with them in April. I have
written Miss Porter that I thought it would be & good thing
for you to spend & possible weekend in Harch at Carrollton
in order that you might look over what plans they are making
so that there will be no delsy when you finally arrive there
on the first of April. I hope this goes through. I will be
seeing Mr. Folger next week in Nashville and will talk things
over with him then. I know that the people at Tuskegee have
given the West Georgia people a loom and other appliances
and that Hr. Polger is making plans to purchase some materials
from the mills you visited in Carrolliten.

By the way, when we were in New Hampshire
last month my wife found some lovely woolen yarns in & small
faetory in Concord. She thought the quality and price were
exceptional. I have no idea whether this is true. I don't
know what $arn is selling for. She was able to purchage a
hank for sixty cents. A hank weighs two ounces, making a pound
of it around five dollars. 1Is that & good price to pay for
top qna.lity wool?

Thank you again wvery much for your help and
I hope that it's the begimning of continued associations.

Sincerely,

iiss Gladiola Branscome
W s
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To

Julius Rosenwald F und
4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO %‘

Cranbyock Art Academy

Bloonficld Hills, Michigsn

LLOWSH]
Payment Voucher No. 4fzl
Date July 17, 1942

Payment in full of grant for additional study at Cranbrook - - §150.00

Cle. #2703
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Special Personnel for Rural Educallon 42-3 $150.00
Bhdal v
/ A\
i
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AN y y v - " Comptroller
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Dear Miss Branscomes The enclosed check

for $150 has been issued
%o pay in full an award maede recently tc ensble
you to continue your work at Cranbrook. This
award has besn made on the recommendsation of

ml '. '. um.

B W
JOROTHY A TavibE
DAE3s AM
Miss
Bloomfield Hills, Michigam

UNIVERSITY
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
p— " FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION DN ARARAT Sy 'w,..,,m‘.,’

CINCINNATI, OHIO

ﬁ‘:! i ? s "*':':‘“'ff-k
February 24, 1943 SR AN -

) REPLY TO
A v,’zf //f/f’ /9

Mr. Fred G. Wale
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

My dear Fred:

Attached is a copy of the report covering Gladicla Branscome's
study at Cranbrook Academy of Art from July 20 through August 27,

1942.
Sincerely yours
N £ ) /
ALM»‘/V e A
Doris Porter
Crafts Specialist
Attachment (1)




REPORT OF STUDY AT CRANEROOK ACADEMY OF ART
JULY 20 - AUGUST 27, 1942

During the fall, winter of 1941 and spring of 1942 I had an opportunity
to put into practice many of the techniques which I had mastered at
Cranbrook Academy of Art during my previous study at this instituticn.
This work was carried on with the farm women and out-of-school girls
residing in the Resettlement type communities developed by the Farm
Security Administration.

I recognized design as being my weskest point, therefore, in planning

for my six weeks study I was careful to budget my time so as to be able to

devote the maximum amount of study to design. The remeinder of the time I

planned to devote to new techniques in hand loom weaving, hand block print-
ing and as much research in textiles as time might permit.

1. I planned to devote three days per week in the design
department. Here I was eager to devote the maximum
amount of time to the theory of design as applied to
drapery, hand block printing, furmiture and exhibits.

2. I planned to devote two days each week in the study and
experimentation in new weaving techniques, combining of
different weights and textures of yarn, blending of colors,
use of different reeds as they affect weight of materials,
patterns and designs of rag and part flossa rugs which would
fit into the homes of Farm Security borrowers.

The above study and experimentation was planned with the view of using this
information to a special advantage in connection with the cotton yarns which
Mr. Donald Comer, President, Avondale Mills, has made available to Farm
Security Administration homemekers at a very minimum price. This was made
possible because of his specisl interest in the development of the new skills
among the low income groups, particularly in the South.

3. I alloted the remainder of my time to the study of the history
of textiles.

I, personally, feel that hand loom weaving, hand block printing, simple
design all have an important and very practical place in the farm home.
Through these media these people have an outlet for expressing their
artistic tendencies, as well as meke their surroundings more beautiful,
more important still - more liveable.

I made an effort to approach my study of design in a very practical manner
choosing methods and techniques which might be pessed on to the n with -
whom I work. I was eager to make them realize that nothing is worth the spece
it consumes in one's home if it does not have so ut./if.l\i‘barian value and is

not beautiful in some respect. TN
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For some of the women who feel that they lack the time which is required
for weaving enough drapery for their homes, for instence, I feel that hand
block printing offers special advantages. This can be done in a limited
amount of time. In working out a design for a hand block print the individ-
ual is acquiring some training in design and color combinations.

I was able to have a model made of a typical F. S. A. project house, in-
cluding furniture. I was able to weave all of the fittings for this house
such as drapery, upholstery, rugs, etc.

In connection with my study and experimentation in the different techniques
of hand loom weaving, I found that the combinations of the different weights
of yarn such as carpet warp, cotton chenille, blended yarns and ordinary
cotton yarns were very interesting and out of these combinations evolved
some very interesting results. In addition to the interesting textures ob-
tained, some very pleasing color schemes were achieved.

One length of drapery material which I wove was a cool, soft green with
flakes of grey, yellow and a bit of red in the background.

Another piece of upholstery consisted of a grey background with a decided
plaid of yellow, red and green. The third piece, which was upholstery, for
this unit was an interesting red. The unit blended beautifully and was
planned for a simple modern home.

Another unit of different color schemes was worked out and larger pieces
were woven in order that they might be used for demonstration purposes.

In connection with the course in design, we had an opportunity of visiting
a home designed by Frank Lloyd Wright.

At the close of the summer session we collected samples of drapery, rugs,
upholstery, suit and dress materials from all of the Resettlement Communities
of the F. 5. A. where weaving projects have been initiated. This exhibit was
arranged as part of my work in design. The instructors in design, weaving,
ceramics, architecture, metal work all criticized each article individually.
They were amazed that so much material of good quality could have been ac-
complished in such a limited time with such limited technical supervision.

The entire family at Cranbrook expressed their delight in having been able

to have made some contribution to the Craft programs which have been initiated
by the Farm Security Administration.
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March 9, 1943

Deer Doris: Thanks & lot for & report on Gladiola.
It sounds &8s though she had done a good

Job during the six weeks she was there. I am confident

that it was a good follow-up time for her after her first

study.

I am distressed every time I think of
Farm Security. It comes over me that I have never carried
out my good intentionsg snd visited with my friends there.
Yo mutter whet the future holds for the orgamisation, I
shall try to do it before the end of this fiscal years
¥hat are your plans for the Mutured Wwhat has heppened
to Wiss Maggie Fort? Do you suppose that with the unset~-
tled state of FeSele affairs there would ve any puint in
suggesting her for one of the Doectors Bond or to replace
¥iss Juckson at Jackson College?

Sincerely,
FGliten

Wiss Doris Porter

Crafts Specialist

United States Department of Agriculture
Farm Security Aduinistration e
ciﬁcm‘ti, Ohio
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Route 1
Merigold, Mississippi
April 6, 1943

Mr, Fred Wale

Director, Rural Education
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear lNr., Wale:

Miss Porter wrote me ebout talking with you concerning my going
to Ohio State University. I am delighted with the prospects of
this and will appreciate any help you can give me,

As Miss Porter suggested in her letter, I em having transcripts
of my credits sent from Mississippi State College fon. Women,
Columbus, Mississippi; Mississippi Southern; Hattiesburg, Missis-
sippi; and Cranbrook Art Academy, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, to
the Registrar and to Dr. Raths,.

Sincerely yours,

-

kiladiola Branscome
ssociaté Crafts Specialist

GB brl
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April 22, 1943

Dear Gladiola: Thank you for your

letter. Let me
know when you hear from Ohio State,
and tell me anyway what plans you
might have about attending. I have
written Doctor Raths.

Sincerely,
FGizen

Gladioly Branscome

ate Crafts Specialist
Rnuta 1
Kerigold, Mississippi



FELLOWSHIPS

Cdffeeville, Mississippi
August 19, 1943

Mr. Fred G, Wale

Director of Rural Education
Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago, Illinois

My dear Mr. Wale:

This is to advise that due to conditions beyond
my control it will be impossible for me to enter Ohio
State University this fall as planned.

I regret very much not being able to take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity.

Thank you for the many favors to me. I am,

Vbl Brocnac.,

(Gladiola)Branscome

mS:mcerely,
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| Grenada 3 Missis ;sippil
3 | September 23, 19LL

Mrs, William C.Haygood

Acting Director for Fellowships
L4301 Ellis Avenue

Chicago 15, Illinois

My dear Mrs. Haygood:
I am enclosing the information requested September 15, 19LL.

I am taking it upon myself to attach some pictures of one
of the handicraft group's work which I uvsed with one of nmy
reports while working with handicraft program.

The pictures are shop worm and are very bad pictures but will
give you an idea of the type of work we did. These pictures
show only a part of six weeks work., These.women picked the
burrs from the wool, washed it, spun into thread and then dyed
it,

I would like the pictures returned as soon as possible since
I am to use them in giving a lecture to a local Rotary Club,

Sincerely,

iGladio% granacane <
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October 2, 1944

Dear M¥iss Branscome: Thank you for responding

so promptly to our request

for information about yourself. It was very in-

teresting to see the pictures of the handicraft

groupts work.

According to your request I am re-

turning them herewith.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. William C. Haygood

VH*RR Acting Director for Fellowships
Iia{(}hdlola) Branscome. i oo

Grenada .

Mississippi
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Dr. Will W, Alexander
Vice President

Julius Rosenwald Fund
L901 Bllis Avenue
Chicago 15, Illinois

My dear Dr. Alexander:

I have written Dr. Patterson for a reservation at
Dorothy Hall on the night of April 7th. I shall
probably arrive by bus at six or later in the after-
ncon.

In the event there should be a change in your schedule
that you could not see me at Tuskegee, please advise
me, and I shall plan to come to Chicago later.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

z'z
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Charge to the account of. 3.

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED
DOMESTIC CABLE 1206 o CHECK \‘
TELEGRAM ORDINARY
DAy URGENT
LETTER RATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION
SERIAL DEFERRED N l O N
NIGHT NIGHT
LETTER LETTER ll ]
.I’m dlmul 'ch{whk class of nﬁn; TIME FILED
oo g A N. WIL
\ mm:r?ﬂa:ab;m 3 r PRESI‘D‘E_ILATMS i ¢ " i
Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to s
3 FOR VICTORY
BUY
Vo D WAR BONDS
V8 Y e $aOA - TODAY
XA STRAIGHT WIHE April 4, 1945
\
l ’
ﬁisalﬁl:dioxa}drau;come =
Box &34 4 . L VOIS o
Grenada, Mississippi ™ Fo Lo\ 878 e

Doctor Alexander's Tuskegee trip cancelled due to his
sudden iillness.

S. Oura, Seeretary



ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS:

To ngz;lnsf. mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order it repeated, that Is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For this, -half
unrepeated message rate i3 charged in addition. Unless otherwise indicated on 1its face, this is an unrepeated message and paid for as such, In consideration whereof lommg:t?‘betwg
the sender of the message and this Company as follows:

1. The Company ghall not be liable for mistakes or delays In the transmission or delivery, or for non-dellvery, of any message received for tr at the d-m:
rate beyond the sum of five hundred dollars; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or dellvery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the repeateds
messagh rate beyond the sum of five thousand dollars, unless specially valued; nor in any case for delays arlsing from unavoldable interruption in the working of its lnes,

2. Inany event the Company shall not be liable for @amages for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether caused by
the negligence of its servants or otherwise, beyond the actusl loss, not exceeding in any event the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount the sender of each message represents that
the measage I8 valued, unless a greater value Is stated in writing by the sender thereof at the time the message is tendered for transmission, and unless the repeated-message rate is paid or
agreed to ﬁ paid, and an additional charge equal to one-tenth of one per cent of the amount by which such valuation ghall exceed five thousand dollars,

8. The Company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without llability, to forward this message over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach its destination,

Except as otherwise Indleated in connection with the listing of individual places In the filed tariffs of the ComEnny. the amount pald for the transmission of a domestio telegram
or an Incoming cable or radio message covers its delivery within the following limits: In eities or towns of 5,000 or more bitants where the Company has an office which, as shown by the
fied tariffs of the Company, is not operated Lhmu{:h the agency of a railroad company, within two miles of any open main or branch office of the Com&nny: in citles or towns of 5.050 or
more inhabitants where, as shown by the filed tariffs of the Company, the telegraph service is performed through the agency of a railroad company, within one mile of the telegraph ofice;
1o ¢ities or towns of less than 5,000 inhabitants in which an office of the Company is located, within one-half mile of the telegraph office. Beyond the limits above specified the Compan

_does not undertake to make delivery, but will endeavor to arrange for dellvery as the agent of the sender, with the understanding that the sender suthorizes the collection of any additions!
charge from the addressee and agrees to pay such additional charge if it is not collected from the addressee. There will be no additional charge for deliveries made by telephone within
the corporate 1imits of any clty or town in which an office of the Company s located,

5. Nao responsibility attaches to this Company concerning messages until the same are accepted at one of its transmitting omcesﬁ and i & message 13 sent to such ofce by one of
the Company’s messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender.

6. The Company will not be liable lordamaﬁes or statutory pensalities in the case of any message e<cept an intrastate message In Texas where the olaim 1s not presented in writing
to the Company wit sixty days after the message is filed with the Company for transmission, and in the case of an Intrastate message In Texas the Company will not be liable for dal 8
or statutory alties where the claim is notapr@cnted in writing to the Company within ninety-five days after the cause of action, if any, shall haveacecrued; provided, however, that neit!
of these conditions shall apply to claims for damages or overcharges within the purview of on 415 of the Communications Act of 1934, -

7. It is agreed that in any action by the Company to recover the tolls for any or the pr and correot transmission and delivery thereof shall be presumed,
gubject to rebuttal by competent evidence. .

8. Special terms governing the transmission of messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes In addition
to all the foregoing terms, :

9. No employee of the Company is authorized to vary the foregolng.

10-42
CLASSES OF SERVICE
: DOMESTIC SERVICES CABLE SERVICES
TELEGRAHg ORDINARIES
A tull-rate expedited service. v The standard service, at full rates. Code messages, consisting of 5-letter groups only,
at a lower rate.
DAY LETTERS .
A deferred service at lower than the standard telegram rates. w
! Plain- uinge

SERIALS
M sent In ! during the same day. . plain-lan e
NIGHT LETTERS URGE! ‘j‘“"" YAl P
AR S g et o e o v s rvee USERE  T cBc cod
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Grenaca, Mississippi
April 6, 19LS

Dr. Will W.Alexander
Julius Rosenwald Fund
L4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago 15, Illinois

My dear Dr. Alexander:

Needless to say, I regret to learn of your illness, It is
a loss for one so useful and much needed to be inactive for
even a short length of time. My sincere wishes are that you
are soon perfomming your many duties as, I am sure, only you
can doe

I would like very much to heve a conference with you as soon
as you return to work., Yowr counsél and advice are needed to
affect proper determination to personal problems pertinent to
work in which you have always shown great interest,

In the event you plan to be in the South in the near future
and will have a few hours that I can see you, I shall appre=-
ciate your advising me the place and time most convenient to
you. If you do not plan to be in the South, please advise me
when I can see you in Chicago.

With kindest personal regards, I am




September 11, 1945

My dear Gladiola: I am sorry that our efforts
to get together in April
were interfered with beczuse of my being ocut of
circulation. I sm now beck in the office and take
this early opportunity to write to inquire if
there 18, at this time, enything I cen do in
connection with the questions which you wanted
to raise.

I shall be here and in Wash-
ington and New York for some weeks and some time
in licvember 1 promise to be in New Orlesns.

With very best wishes, I am

Sincersly yours,

WiLL W. ALEXANDER
WWNA:SO

Miss Liladiols jBranscome
Box 634 ’
Grenade, Mississippi
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My dear Dr, Alexander:

This is to advise that I am in receipt of your letter of September
11th which was forwarded to me from Grenada, Mississippi.

It is mighty good to know that you are able to be back in your
office and I want to assure you that I do appreciate your interest.

At present, it is impossible for me to come to Chicago. However,
if you will be able to confer with me for a few hours while you

are in New Orleans in November, I will plan to go there. 'I do want
to get your advice on some questions.

With kindest regards and good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

it oot

Dr. Will W. #lexander
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis “‘venuse
Chicago 15, Illinois
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Oc tober 15; 1945

Dear Miss Branscome: Your letter of October 3
arrived zfter Doctor Will
had to leave the city. Sirce I shall not see him
again before he arrives in New Orleans, I am
sending this note to esay that he is due in that
city on November 4. You could probably reach him
that Sunday through President Dent's office at
Dillard University. He will probably remain in
Hew Orleans for three days at the most, and then

return to Chicago.
Very truly yours,

Sumiko OURA
80 Secretary to Doctor Alexander

lias&g%adiolz)gfanlcono
Box ‘ ————,
Holly Springs, Mississippi
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Holly Springs, Miss.
e Oct, 22, 1945

\&WM . Box 147

\ \ S

Miss Sumiko Oura

Seorotary to Dr. Will W, Alexander
Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 E11is Avenue

Chiocago 15, Illinois

My dear Miss Oura:
Thanks for your letter of October 15th.

Will you please eadvise me by return mail if eand where Dr.
Alexander can be located by telephone before he goes to New
Orleans on November 4th? I would like to lmow definitely
if I could see him before I make the trip and what time
would be most convenient to him.

Thanking you, I am

Very truly yours,




Ogtobei 23, 1945

De:r Miss Branscome: Since writing to you on
October 15, I have talked
_ to Doctor Will over the telephone. He has asked me
to tell you that he would be delighted to see you
on Saturday, November 3, in Hew Orleans. He will

be registered at the Hgtel Roosevelt thers at that

time.
Very truly yours,
guwmiko OURA
S0 Secretary to Doctor Alexander
liss&;adioﬁ ‘BHEW
Box s

Holly Springs, Mississippi
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Charge o the. account of- $

J _CLA ESIRED_\_ Y,
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N rrer R
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desired e message will be
s a telogram or A. N. WILLIAMS 2
Y cablegram ' PRESIDENT B £

Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to
S g leleg FOR VICTORY
BUY

S | WAR BONDS
: - TODAY

R% o

.\,/ Mlsq Gladice S}B:".z;;‘cc.me
W Box \147 2
/ Holly Springs, Mississippl

=

Reurlel phous Doctor Will Peéxel 7100 in Chicugo

October twenty-sixth through toirty-first.

Sumiko Oursa

80 /);,: “"' | | 4
, A 4
i )
| e = i |




	di_rf_396_1_0001
	di_rf_396_1_0002
	di_rf_396_1_0003
	di_rf_396_1_0004
	di_rf_396_1_0005
	di_rf_396_1_0006
	di_rf_396_1_0007
	di_rf_396_1_0008
	di_rf_396_1_0009
	di_rf_396_1_0010
	di_rf_396_1_0011
	di_rf_396_1_0012
	di_rf_396_1_0013
	di_rf_396_1_0014
	di_rf_396_1_0015
	di_rf_396_1_0016
	di_rf_396_1_0017
	di_rf_396_1_0018
	di_rf_396_1_0019
	di_rf_396_1_0020
	di_rf_396_1_0021
	di_rf_396_1_0022
	di_rf_396_1_0023
	di_rf_396_1_0024
	di_rf_396_1_0025
	di_rf_396_1_0026
	di_rf_396_1_0027
	di_rf_396_1_0028
	di_rf_396_1_0029
	di_rf_396_1_0030
	di_rf_396_1_0031
	di_rf_396_1_0032
	di_rf_396_1_0033
	di_rf_396_1_0034
	di_rf_396_1_0035
	di_rf_396_1_0036
	di_rf_396_1_0037
	di_rf_396_1_0038
	di_rf_396_1_0039
	di_rf_396_1_0040
	di_rf_396_1_0041
	di_rf_396_1_0042
	di_rf_396_1_0043
	di_rf_396_1_0044
	di_rf_396_1_0045
	di_rf_396_1_0046
	di_rf_396_1_0047
	di_rf_396_1_0048
	di_rf_396_1_0049
	di_rf_396_1_0050
	di_rf_396_1_0051
	di_rf_396_1_0052
	di_rf_396_1_0053
	di_rf_396_1_0054
	di_rf_396_1_0055
	di_rf_396_1_0056
	di_rf_396_1_0057
	di_rf_396_1_0058
	di_rf_396_1_0059
	di_rf_396_1_0060
	di_rf_396_1_0061
	di_rf_396_1_0062
	di_rf_396_1_0063
	di_rf_396_1_0064
	di_rf_396_1_0065
	di_rf_396_1_0066
	di_rf_396_1_0067
	di_rf_396_1_0068
	di_rf_396_1_0069
	di_rf_396_1_0070
	di_rf_396_1_0071
	di_rf_396_1_0072
	di_rf_396_1_0073
	di_rf_396_1_0074
	di_rf_396_1_0075
	di_rf_396_1_0076
	di_rf_396_1_0077
	di_rf_396_1_0078



