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1.     £ggj±j_C=P±±=g5E  {Group  1}     I've  thought  8.long  tiffie  abou+u  this  one,  not  wanting
to  be  prejudiced  b¥  person&18Lct-iuainta-flee,  but  I'li  be  switched

if  I  ear  get him  out  of  the  number-one  spot.    ConroF  is  a  sort  of  bashful
giant  in  the  literary field.    His  sponsors  are  people  of  the  highest  dig-
tinction,  and ail  are  enthusiastic.    He  is  obviousl5r  a  '!writers'  tEffitert'.
I  predict  a  book  in  ever3.r  'ffa:,r  equa.1  to  'tA  Southerner  Discovers  the  Southt',
but  based  a-fl  the  plan  he  has  otitlined.    He  haLs  a  greai-.  understanding  of  his
materia.1  and  an  intensely warm feeling  for  it.

He  mightu  have  added  such  pgople  as  Boroth:,I  €anfield  Fisher,
Dorothir  Brewster   (t!I`t,!Iodern  American  Fiction"} ,   and  manfr  others  to  his  spa-nsor
list  -  all  have  repeatedly  gone  all-ou+a  for  his  TFTork.

In  sum:      '!a  n&tur&1t'.

2.     Braing:.rd_  C=riene

E'h;IgLrian   li,j{ccam

{Group  1}    jmother  top~fl.i.ght  performer  of  whose  talents  there
can  certainly be  little  dotibt  f`rom  a.ny quarters.

He  proposes  a  thoroughly  interesting  stQr:,I.

{Group  25}    ¥his  lady  is  Grade~A.    Her  references  are  tip-toi3,
and  her  plan  of  vTork  ffiost  impressive.    Her  pre-

vious  novels  seem  to  have  d.one  fairly well,  though  she  is  not  too  well  kno"rL
among  the  professions.Is.    She  mast  be  given  serious  attention.

Aside=    Isn't  it  a  pity  that  the  element  of  need`    caLn't  figtire  in  some  of  the,ge  cases.    This  woman  must  ty  age,  &ccoxplishments,

etc.,  be  bracketed  with  Cheney  and  Conrogr,  but  cc}mpare  their  incomes!     She's
in  God's  pocke-i.     Her  husband  makes  $3,000  a  Erear,   and  she  does  $1,600.     She
is  established,  as  uriters  go.    The  others  are  even better  knotm b5r  critics,
but  the:.,r  have  dealt  in  less  marketable  goods.

j``+.     Robe-ft  Ramse:,I  {Group  1}     Rg.I-ase¥  i.a  ¥HE  first  novelist  of  this  season.     #e  is
cutting  a. real  figul.e  in  literarF  circles.

+Ele  i=Fas  d..iscovered.  anfi  first  pt2blis'hed  b*r  Jac'K  €ormo:,r.
±¢o  later  thaltn  this  week   (f*€&1.ch  9}  he  -ffas  crediting  Conroy  iELith  his  st8Lrt.     But
i.nat  is  neit'ner  here  nor  ther.e.    Earl-isey,  in  ng,r  opinion,  can  have  any  literar5r
grant  or  fellowship  he  asks  for  at  the  moment.    Jonathan  Daniels  and many  like
him have  gone  doim  the  line  for  the  boar-

I  f igui-e  that  he I s tHin" .

5.    Ed  Bell  {Group  25}  A  thoroughly  interesting  project  b}T  a  gifted.  i¥jTiter.    It
will  be  hard to  deny him.

For  sheet.  readableness  Bell's  Ffork  is  hard  to  match.    He
belongs  with  the  A-group.

J
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GRADE  A  -  Continued

=Si§±_S=QLn=ii±:±±:±±£±£  (Group  64)   The  fact  that  Stetson  Kenned5r  was  selected  i.or  the
_Cracker  Country volume  of  the  American  Folkways

Series  is  enotigh  to  puJULu  him  in  a  high  bracket.    That  is  a  good  series,  and  many
well-Tmoim  writers  were  scrapping  for  the  cc2mmissions  to  do  various  volumes.

His  other  accoxplishments  indicate  little,  but  his
references  are  ail  people  who  demand respect.

I  rate  him  a  very  strong  contender.

7.    Frank  Eppse  Goodmrl}  (Group  1)  ¥he  folks  down  around  Austin  are  certainly  high
on  this  applicant.    He  must  be  good.    But  he  is

plainly  not  ready  for  such  competition  as  Cheney,  Oonroy,  Ramsey,  or  Kennedy  -
on  the  basis  of  the  achievements  he  can  show  to  date.    The  publications  he
lists  seem  to  have  been  brought  out  by  ''vanity  publishers'!.    Ftlaybe  this  is  unjust  -
since  some  great  books  have  been  T"blished  at  the  authQr's  expense  -but  one
would  have  to  read  the  books  them;elves  to  remove  the  stigma  that  such  publication
is  inclined  to  give.     (After  The  Devil  in  Texas  Tif&s  read,  the  following  comment
was  made:     His  book  is  better  tfaan  I  guessed.i)

Perhaps  '!promisingt'  is  the  Tirord  for  this  1{rmiter.

GREBE  a

1.    Bfla]£__J_u_Slip_S_  {Group  1)  lfiss  Justus  is  a  first-string-TFTiter  of  children's  books.
Her  project,  however,  is  hard  to  judge.    A  pl.ofessional

in  the  textbook  field  might  be  able  to  say whether  or  noLu  the  reader  she  has  in
mind  is  needed.    I  should  think  +uhat  only  assurance  of  considerable  tise  would
justify  the  preparation  of  a reader.    But  if  the  book  is  to  be  done,  it would
be  hard  indeed  to  find  a  better  person  than  lt¥jliss  Jusims  for  the  tiob.

Personall}fr,  a,nd.  nan-professioIlall5r,  the  plan  seems  to  me
a  Slender  one  on which  to  hang  this  application.    I  suspect  it  could be  done  in
three  months  by  one  who  ha.s  worked  this  field  as  long  as  r¥.Iiss  Justus  has.

2.    #aITir iiarrison  I{r.oil  (Group  1)  jha  older  t*STiter  of  established  reput8.tion.    That
good  it would.  do  him  at  this  date  to  sleep  on  the

beds  that  shareci.oppers  sleep  on  and.  to  eat  their  food  is  a  ngrstery  to  me:    he
has  already  done  several  intimate  books  on  the  personal  lives  oi'  such  people.
Some  of  his  books  have  been  made  i-nto  movies.     I  suppose  fflost  steady,   comf'ortable
middle-aged writers  solnetimes  get  +the  notion  t-na.t  they'd  like  to  rough  it  and  ttget
ai,rfay  from  it  all'',  but  this  man  is  a  -puzzle.    He'S  doing  fine  where  he  is.    Held
onl:y  get  lumbago  and  shorten  his  drys  if.11.e  carried  out  his  project.    I¥-Eoreover,
he  has  alread.y written  three  i,imes  the  book~s  he  proposes.

That  he  is  a  first-class  writer  is  obvious.
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GRADE   C

1.     ThomasJE§Z=§k4EgE  (Group  1)     Tom  Ham  is  the  only  romanticist  (not  co.unting
Owen  Dodson)   among  your  gel.ious  contenders.

Ee  is  going  to  write  a  juicy,  readable,  optimistic  historical.novel.    It
is  going  to  be  sold  to  the  movies  for  thirty  times  the  fellowship money.
This  is  to  begrudge  him  nothing,  but  mel.ely  to  point  out  what  hels  got
that  the  others  &inlt!

Ham  is  speaking  for  the  blue  bloods.    The  rest
of  your.  applicants,  oddly  enough,  are  on  the  side  of  the  t'no  lcountslt.
But  dirty  overalls  donlt  fool  Ham;  he  knows  good  stock.

Frar]kly,   Ilm  going  to  I.ead  Hamls  book,  but
thatls  because  I  enjoyed  (God  forgive  me)   "Gone  With  the  Windt].    Still  I
doubt  that  hels  t'on  cmr  side",  as  it  were.

Hels  made  a  go  of  everything  hels  tried,
including  his  first  attempts  at  cre8.tive  wl.iting.    No  books  yet,  but
articles  in |hLirdEES=£±±=±± and Ee±4±=£±±±g£±i tell  the  story.

2.    £££±aJE  Walker  Bancroft  (Group  25)    Mr.  Bancroft,  like  several  others
among  the  applicants,  has  very  big  eyes.    He

plans  to  toss  off a trilogy.

In this  particular  competition,  however,  hets
just  another  little  man.

GENERAL  CORERT

Of  the  Creative  writers  above,  only  Ba,ncroft  is  really below
pat..    Conrey  and  Cheney  are  much  alike  in  age  and  accomplishments,  a.nd
both  are  former  Guggenheim  fellows.    Sins  belongs  beside  them  in  age
and  accomplishments  -  except  for  the  fellowship.    On  the  other  hand,  she
has  made  considerably  more  money  than  either  of  them.    They  have  had  the
reviews;  she  has  had  the  sales.    Her  proposed  bock  is  given  in  fuller
detail  than  theirs.    Her  need  seems  to  be  much  less  pressing.    Bell  is
just  about  as  good  as  these  three,  and  he  is  younger.    Ramsey  and
Kennedy  are  new  stars,  but  excellent  risks,  most  excellent.    I  would
never  be  guilty  of  eliminating  a  single  one  from  this  group  (except
Miss  Sins),  and  I  don't  envy  the  folks  who  have  to  choose  between  them.

Interesting  to  note  is  the  number  of  these  white  SQuthel.ners
who  are  re-thinking  the  Reconstruction  period.

\
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CREATIVE  "ffilTERS   -  NEGROES

±±±£g=m_§±±_i___a_E_a__=EatinLg__Q±_.JJ2ry

Grade  A
.                     I__=_        _.__I     .    -

1.    ±EE8£±gEJLULgES±    (Reappointment  Group  lt)    Mr.  Bontemps  unhesitatingly
rates  this  candidate  as  the

number  one  literary  contesta,nt.    rm.  Hughes,  however,  hgis  changed  his  plan
of  work  and  RT.  Bontempsl   comments  on  the  new  plan will  be  sent  later.

2.    £±±±±££±_nI|£Ea±r.  (Group  30)     Claude  is  an  exasperating  individual:     (a)  he  is
sour  and  cantankerous;   (b)  he  never  seems  to  do

the  writing  of  which he  is  capable.

I  doubt  that  a  fellowship will help  him,  but  one
must  admit  (a)  that  he  is  a  gifted writer,  at  his  best,  (b)  that his  refel`-
ences  are  of  the  best,   (c)  that  he  projects  a  fascinating  book,  and  (d)
that his  talents  are  perfectly  suited to  this work.

But  Claude  has  recently  done  a  poor  job  on  his
book  WHarlem#,  failed  in  a  re-write  job  on  t'They  Knew  Lincolnt],  and  I
doubt  that  hels  putting  much  heart  in  his  work.     I  hope  Ilm  imaong.    Maybe
a  fellowship  will  revive  him.    God  knows  he  needs  the  money.

Grade  a

1,     Owen (Group  30)    This  boy  has  won  the  attention  of  a  number  of
people,  some  of  them  top-notch.    He  has  shown  real

promise.    Indeed,  of  all  the  hopeful  playwrights  among  yourig  Negroes,  he
seems  to  be  the  most  likely  to  succeed.

On  the  other  handi    His  project  is  silly:    epic
drama  in  newspaper  style.    There  is  no  reason  to  think he  could  bl.ing  it  off .

In  general,  he  is  on  the  "artyn  side.    Now,  here  is
the  fellow  who  ought  to  live  in  a  sharecropperls  hut  and.  hobnob  with  people.

Held  be  a  good  risk  if  he  promised  to  get  down  off
his  high horse  and  try to  simply write  for  the  stage.    Wthy  he  must  try  to
out-do  Homer  I  canlt  see.

Pet  I  want  to  be  among  those  who  I`ecognize  his
promise.

Grade  C
__  I-._   ._  i__`i-  ==

1.     E§±gg=i±£g±±g]!±g_a±±Eg§_dr±±g±±§±_  (Group  30)     Horace  Cayton  knows  lfrs.  Rodriguez
better  than  any  of  her  other  references,

and  I  agree  with  his  estimate  of  her  application.    No  soap.

GERE]RAL   COREffiRT_  _-=-,_  =  -   i  --i--T-_  ---_  -

Hughes,  MCKay,  and  Dodson,  in  ny  opinion,  rate  consideration  -none  of
the  other  three  (two  not  sent  to  Committee).    Hnghes  is  miles  ahead  of  the
other  two,  everything  consider.ed,  but  Dodson  is  a  prospect,  and  MCKay  used
to  be  sort  of  a  genius.


