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Julius ·Rosenwald Fun 
Southern Office - ~ -

Cotton States Building {:)fo' I , _/ t_l 
Na shville, Tennessee 

- I - l 
---i 

J amlM'Yl ~ -.....-.. - -

Dear Miss Elvidge: We will need for prizes in the 
improvement and beautification 

con ~t 28 of the t56 . IJO eleoentary sets and 33 of the 
$15. IJO supplementary elementary sets. I am assuming 
that these will be set aside and charged to the account 
of the School Pl ant Rehabil itation Committee at the 
same prices as last year - $24. IJO and $10. ()() per set. 
I s this cor rect ? , 

If some of the states should 
offer as prizes any of our library sets to be pai d for 
out of the Rosen,:ald School Day money sent to the states, 
I bel ieve you thought that it would be proper f or them to 
pay thP act'Wll cost of the libraries - f36. IJO and $15. 00 
per set. Before writing the st ates about thiu I would 
like to have a defi nite understanding in regard t o this 
matter. 

SLS: ,IT 

Miss Dorothy A. ~lvidge 
Julius Rosenwal d Fund 
4901 Fllis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours , 

l C. ~ 



S. L . Smi th 
Director for Southern Of!;ce 

Southern Office 

Cotton States Buildin g 

Nashvil le, Tennessee I 
t 

J anuary 14, 1957 

Dear Mi ss Elvidge : The attached bi l l of Marshall & 

Bruce Company is to reimburse 

the company for express paid in shipping the landscape 

bulletin in large quantities to the various southern 

states. 

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge 
J ulius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Very truly yours, 

'n\~~ 

~ 



J anuary 18 , l 0t7 

Dear Mr . Smith: l ~ong la$t year' s beauti f i cat ion 

pri ze win.~ers wt re three ~hools 

who had already purchased our el ement£ry librari es . 

To theBe t hree we sent cnecks for f56 each. Have 

you received stat e;nents from t.hem accouotJ.n_g for t he 

expenditure of th.is &Uill? Tne school s were the 

Decatur County Training School in Parsons , Tennessee ; 

tho Shil oh School 1n Gregc County, Lon...;view1 Texas; 

und the Si dcn School in Lefl ore County, Sidon russi ss­

i ppi . 

Mr. S. L. Smit h 
502 Cott on StLtee Building 
Nashville , Tennessee 

JAN 1 ~ 1931 

Very t r uly yaur5, 

~o HY A. ELVIDGE 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 



S. L. Smith 
D irector for Southern O ffice 

I--, I -# . -
Julius Rosenwald Fynd - t · ~ I 

Southern O ffi~e I~ l~t} _& ;,1 ( 
Cotton States Br11d1ng - ~ 

Nosh,;11 •• Tooo'f'•• I ! ~ 

P
~ _L 1 _ ~, o Y),-.J' 

Februa'l"'V 5, 1957 .• .. .1 -., \ ,.y 
iq "'. 

\,\. b, j 
,.t .. 

Dear Miss Elvidge: You will find attached letters from 
Mr. W. E. Turner, State Agent of 

Tennessee, and Mr. Worley's secretary of Texas, giving the 
information desired on the expenditures of the $36.00 sent 
to each state as prize in lieu of the $56.00 elementary 
library. 

\/ ,­
\\/ 

You will not e that Mr. Turner paid 
$15.00 each for the two $15.00 libraries and Miss Parks, 
State School Librarian, selected $6.00 worth of additional 
books. 

Kr. Worley selected each of the three 
$15.00 library sets paying $10.00 per set. Shipping addresses 
for these libraries were sent to Chicago on November 4, togetner 
with a check for $50.00. The additional tE,.00 was used to 
purchase six Winston Simplified, thumb indexed dictionaries. 

We have written Mr. Easom several times \ 
for a report on the $56.00 sent to Mississippi, but so far we 
have not heard from him. Just as soon as this is received it 
will be forwarded to you. 

Very truly yours, 

MT 



STATE OF TENNESSEE 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
OFFICE OF C OMMISSIONER 

NAS HV ILLE 

January 25• 1937 

Mr. s . L. Smith 
502 cotton states Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear 1-ir • Smith : 

In regard to the expenditure of the $36. 00 which 
was given by the Rosenwald Fund as a prize in the Improvement 
and Beautification Contest, 1935- 36, in lieu of the elementary 
libr ary for the pecntur County Training Schoo!, I wish to make 
the followini; statement. 

The 136. 00 prize money vras spent as follov1s : 

supplementary Rosenwald Elementary 
Library set, 1936- 37 • • • • • • •. 

The ne~r oana set (Rooks by and About 
NeEroes) for High Schools •• •• •• 

Miscellaneous Books (see note below for 
suggested titles) • • • • • • • • • o •• 

NOTE : Miss Martha Parks , Director, Division of School 
Libraries, suggested the follovrine; titles of books to 
be boU(;ht with the t.;6. 00 : 

Kunitz , So J ., and others. 

Book of junior authors; an introduction to the lives 
of writers and illustrators for youn~er readers. H. w. 
·wnson Company, 1934. ,4. 00 less 20 per cent •• 13. 20 

Huey, Ee Ge _ 

A chHd I s story of the animal world. Reynal and 
Hitchcock, Inc. , 1935. $3. 50 less 20 per cent •• $2. 80 

Total o •• • $6. 00 

These sur;gestions , top-ether vrith check fo;r f6 . 00 
were forwarded to the principal of the Decatur County Train~ng 
School on November 18, 1936. 

Sincerely yours , t~ J, 

V/£ ~ 
Vl. E. Turner, 
S t a t e A g e n t 



w . E. iAMES, 
FIRST ASSISTANT 

SUPERINTENDENT 

EDGAR ELLEN WILSON, 
SECOND ASSISTANT 

SUPERINTENDENT 

MYRTLE L. TANNER, 
INFORMATION ANO 

STATISTICS 

T. P. WALKER, 
ACCOUNTING 

ALMA W. BUCHANAN, 
SUPPLIES 

J. W. O'BANION, 
DIRECTOR OF SUPERVISI ON 

JEREMIAH RHODES, 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 

C. M. ELWELL, 
DIRECTOR OF 

EQUALIZAT(ON 

STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

L . A. WOO 0S, STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

A U S TIN , TE X A S 

Januar y 25 , 1937 

Mr . s . L. Smith, Direotor 
for Southern Office 
Julit s Rosenvra.L' Fund 
Cotton States Building 
•rashville , enne ssee 

Dear Mr • Smi th: 

In answer to your letter of Ja ruary 21st , to 
Mr . Worley, he has asked me to gi ve you t he f ollow­
ing i nformatfon: 

The Superintendent of the Gr egg County Sc hools 
bought six Winston Simplified, thumb indexed diction­
aries , or one for each c l assroom, with the remaining 
$6. 00 of the $36. 00 check you sent in l ie~ of the 
elementary l i br ary for the Shiloh Schoo l in Gr egg 
County, as prize in the improvement and beautification 
contest the past year . 

yours , 

Secr etar y to Mr . , :or ley 

PAUL G. HAINES, 
A.GRICULTURE 

LILLIAN PEEK, 
HeME ECONOMICS 

RAYL, MARTIN , 
INDUSTRIAL 

J. J . BROWN , 
REHASILITATION AND 

CRIPPLED CHILDREN 

W. A. STIG L ER, 
CURRICUl..UM 

J.C. MATTHEWS, 
CURRICULUM AND 

TEXTEOOKS 

J. FRED HORN, 
SCHOOL PLANT 

GORDON WORLEY, 
SPECIAL SUPERVISOR 

C. L. KUYKEN DALL, 
CERTIFICATION 

JOHN OLSEN, 
CENSUS 



S. L. Smith 
Diredor for Southern Office 

-----
February 15, 1957 

Dear Miss Elvidge: You will find attached a letter 

from Mr. P.H. Easom of February 11, 

giving a report on the i5s.oo sent for the Sidon School in 

Lefore County, Mississippi, sent in lieu of the elementary 

library set as first prize in the Contest. 

You will note that the itemized list 

totals $54.54, but there are seven books on the list for 

which prices are not given. No doubt these bring the total 

well up to $56.00. 

SLS:MT 

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours, 



J, S. VANDIVER. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

P. H. EASOM. 

STATE AGENT 

J. A. RIDDELL, 

A SSISTANT STATE AGENT 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
DIVISION Of" NEGRO EDUCATION 

JACKSON 

February 11, 1937 

Mr. S. L. Smith 
502 Cot ton States Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

Enclosed you wi l l find an official 
statement of the expenditure of the $36.00 
sent for the Sidon Vocational School, Le­
flore County, Sidon, Mississippi, in lieu 
of an elementary library set as a prize i n 
the School Plant I mprovement and Beautifi­
cation Contest l ast year. While the item­
ized list totals only $34 . 34 (a difference 
of i l. 66), you will note that the price is 
not given on a few of the books. This item­
ized lis t was made up by the principal cl the 
Sidon Vocational School. 

KGE 
Enclosures 

Cordially yours, 

~~~ 
State Agent 



STATE OF ... ISSISSIPPI 
DEPART: .. E?;T OF .C.:DUCATION 

JACKSON 

REPORT TO 
JULIUS ROSEtr.iALD FU D _ 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

School Plant I mprovement and Beautification Contest 
S~ssion ·1935- 36 

Receipts 

September 21, 1936 - Check ho.8752, from Julius 
Rosenwald Fund, Nashville, 
Tennessee, for el e:.1entary 
library cooks for Sidon Vo­
cational School, Leflore County, 
Sidon, I.1ississippi, a.ward in 

October 9, 

the School Plant Improvement and 
Beautification Contest for 
session 1935-36 

Disbursement1a _ 

1936 - State Requisition Ho . 2188, 
Sidon Vocational School, Leflore 
County, Sidon, Lississippi, 
J . D. ~ontesemery, Principal , for 
elementary library books, award 
in the School Plant Improvement and 
Beautification Contest for 

$36. 00 

session 1935-36 ,lQ_~ 

~ 2/~-A~~---
~:¾and1ver 

iiegro Educa ion 

State Su~erintendent of Education 
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FORM 122 Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue l'y I 

C HICAGO 

To 
Hr. • Cf. Euklec 
Stn~e Im rt~~nt ot Educetion, 
Jrc ':10:1, n. ;;,iod ·r:i 

Payment Voucher No. t. • (;, 

Date Fee:.- ry l ci~ _ ';)._'l 

Rei· lru.i·r.e m1t f or 'rrv.vel Fx.penf;t:fl inc\U'rc. : 1r. ccr.J1cctier. wJ.th 

trip to ,nshi.ngtcn in t,he intere ... t of Ncc;ro echc.)l pr(,j6ct;; 

in CoLhoma County and other deltn counti es - - - -

Accounts Appropriation N o. 

Reh~.bili t• t.:.on of Negro Rur.:...l Schools 

[ 
Prepared by P osted by 

Debit 

(.81.10 

) 

Credit 

Comptroller 



S . L. Smith 
Director For Southern O ffiee 

Julius Rosenwaldi 
Southern Office 

Cotton States Bui I di 

N ashville, Tennessee 
I 

Fu ndM:. ef._LJ' 

- "'Feb aI ru Y 

1r~ 6 

H :1::9:: -

Dear Miss El vidge: You will find attached expense account 

of Mr. w. G. Eckles, State Supervisor 

of Buil dings in Missi ssippi , and a member of our committee on 

school plant rehabi litation, f or an authorized trip to 

Washington with the State Superintendent and WPA officials. 

He went to Washington in the interest of getting approval for 

some Negro school pr ojects in Coahoma County and other delta 

counties . Please send the check direct~ to Mr. Eckles, 

State Department of Educat i on, Jackson, Mississippi . 

SLS:MT 

Miss Dorotey A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, I llinois 

Si ncerely yours, 

I 



EXPENSES 

W. G. :!!:ckles 

Trip to Washington, D. c., January 18th to 22nd 

R.R. and Pul.!hman 

Hotel (2 days) 

Meals 

Miscellaneous 
Total 

$55.45 

1.00 

11.50 

7.15 
$81.10 

f 

Signed ll~, 
Stete Supervisor of 
Buildings, Missi ssippi 



FORM 1aa Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

( 
To 

llr. Ray L. Humon, 
Payment Voucher No. .,.'/9S. 

Date Febru:...ry 19, 1957 
G£orge Peabody Col legB for Te~chcr s 

Na~hville Tenne~sce 

t\d~bur:!emcn t fer Tr avel E... penses !.ncurrc-d ir1 connF.s::t5.cn iii-c.h 

interest. of the School Pl ant Rd'~b1li tation Cot11dttce - - - - t,2s.oo 

C'G. .{ll7l50 

Accounts Appropriation N o. Debit 

Rehabilitation of Negro Rurc.l Schools 55- 22 i~s.oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

.J ... 1 

{ 

Credit 

Comptroller 



,. -
GEORGE PEABODY CoLLEGE FOR TEACHERS 

NASHVILLE T E NNE SSEE 

February 15, 1937 
RAY L. HAMON, CONSULTANT 

SCHOOL ANO COLLEGE BUILDINGS 

Dr. s . L. Sm.1th 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville , Tennessee 

Dear Dr. Smith: 

Following is an expense account for my stop- off in 

Coahoma County, Mississippi, and for my recent visit to 

Greenville County, South Carolina. 

Coahoma County -- -

Greenvill e Count y- - - - - - - - - -

Total -- -

Sincerely yours , 

- --$ 10.00 

15. 00 

- - --$ 25.00 

~~ 
Ham.on 
or of School Administr ation 

RLH:HEH 



JULIUS ROSEmfALD FUND 

SOUTHERN OFFICE ~ 

~1MITTEE O~! SCHOOL PLANT RE!L.\BILITATION / 

Minutes of Eleventh Meeting, February 21, 1937 

The Committee met at 3:00 P. M. on February 21, 1937, in Mr. Smith ' s room 

at the Roosevelt Hotel in New Orleans , Louisiana. Those present were: s. L. 

Smith, Chairman, Leo M. Favrot, Raymond V. Long, ~. G. Eckles, J . B. Calhoun, 

w. F. Credle and Ray L. Hamon, Secretary. 

(1) The minutes of the October 5, 1936, meeting were read and approved. 

(2) Hamon reported on a book which he, Calhoun, Credle, Eckles, Horn, 

Long , Viles , and Williams are writing on school plant palnning, santtation, 

and beautification. 

(3) Hamon reported that he had discussed with President Payne of Peabody 

College and. President Jones of Fisk University the feasibility of giving scholar­

ships and offering courses for the training of both white and Negro teachers to 

teach school plant courses in sanitation and beautification in colleges and 

universities in the various states. The CoT111llittee discussed this plan at some 

length, and also t he possibility of having the state school building men teach 

school improvement and beautification courses in the teacher training institutions 

·, of their own states. The discussions brought out the fact that these two plans 

could be developed to suppleoent each other , and that eventually the state school 

plant men should be supervising school plant courses in fonr or five of the teacher 

training institutions of their states, including at least one Negro college in 

each state. The instructors i n each of these institutions could be trained at 

Peabody ~r Fisk. Members of the Committee suggested that ~~. Hamon might direct 

or supervise the course cont emplated at Fisk, ~iving substantially the same 

i 
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courses as are to be ~iven at Peabody. Mr. Smith reported that he had corres­

ponded with all the southern state superintendents and several college presidents 

and that their reactions to this type of service is most favorable . The Committee 

authorized Ur. Smith to continue efforts with the state superintendents and 

college authorities in the southern states , urging them to make a be~inning on 

this work by having t heir state building rnen teach or supervise school plant 

courses in their teacher training institutions. 

( 4) 1.-!r. Favrot reported at some length on the County Council Coopera.ti ve 

Project in Greenville County, South Carolina, throu[;h cooperation of the General 

Education Board over a five- year period. i ~ . Smith read a letter from Mr. Embree 

approving the Committee's proposed school plant deruonstration i n Greenville 

County, South Carol ina. Mr. Smith reported on a recent visit to Greenville 

County in which he, Hamon, and Paul Eddy of Peabody College held a conf'erence 

in Greenville with the Council and County School officials. YJ'hile there the 

county superintendent called a meeting of the county board of education, which 

voted unanimously to put on the demonstration and requested $1800 aid from the 

Julius Rosenwald Fund . Three members of the State Department of Education were 

present and agreed to cooperate. 1fr-. Smith read a recent letter from Superin­

tendent Whatley of the ireenvill e County Schools. Copy attached. 

(5) Upon motion of Mr. Credle, seconded by Ur. Long, the Committee approved 

an allotment of $1800 from the Fund for the Greenville County school plant demon­

stration to be used over a period of three years , terminati ng not later than 

June 30, 1940. The Fund ' s share of the cost of operation (including salary of 

mechanic , cost of truck equipped with tools, and operating expenses of the truck) 

is not to exceed one- half the total cost the first year, two-fifths the second 

year , and one- fourth the third year, with the understanding that Greenville County 

J 



will undertake to maintain this type of service after the period of cooperation 

ends. The following is a tentative set- up submtted to the Greenville County 

Doard of Education, subject to slight revisions during the three-year period: 

Period Total County J. R. Fund 

1st year $ 1800. 00 $ 900. 00 $ 900. 00 (1/2) 
2nd year 1300. 00 770. 00 530. 00 (2/5) 
3rd year 1300. 00 930. 00 370. 00 (1/4) 

$ 4400. 00 ~_2600. 00 $1800.00 

¥~ . Smith reported that this demonstration will include the full cooperation 

of (a) the South Carolina State Department of Education, (b) the Greenville 

County Board of Education, and (c) the Greenville County Council. Considerable 

responsibility for improving the rural schools is to be under the general direc­

tion of Dr. M. C. s. Noble, Jr. as coordinator. He is making a complete survey 

and getting pictures of every school in the county, Negro and white . This study 

will be used as a basis for planning the work of the school plant mechanic , 

ttbeginning with the schools and communities in greatest need. ff Although the 

county board of education will provide the money for the operating expenses of 

the school plant mechanic , each district will have to furnish the money for 

materials. 

(6) Mr. Smith reported that it was found necessary to make some changes in 

·~he set- up of the school plant demonstration in the Macon- Lee County- Tuskegee 

demonstration. Dr. Patterson agrees to have the head of the Trades Department 

of Tuskegee take charge of the work in the two counties for the six months ex­

perimental period, since the counties are unable to provide any part of the 

operating expenses before Jul y 1 , 1937. To get the work started, Dr. Patterson 

has requested the trades department to set up as two major projects the first 

two Rosenwald schools erected in 1913-14 - LoQChopoka in Lee County and Notasul ga 

in Y.acon County. All labor will be provided by the advanced trades students with 

such additional conmunity help as may be availa~le • ...In addit ion to these t wo 

3 



schools, certain landscape projects will be set up at a few of the schools in 

the two counties, which vdll have the guidance of landscape specialists of 

Tuskegee . Ample plants will be furnished from the Tuskegee nursery to supplement 

native shrubs and trees. The Fund is paying, througt the State Department of 

Education, $.450.00 for this six months period, which will probably be not more 

4 

than one-half the total cost of these projects under consideration. The Committee 

approved the expenditure of $450. 00 to be spent as an experiment in the Macon-

Lee County demonstration, and authorized the Chairman to make arrangements for 

setting up this demonstration as of July 1, 1937, similar to the plan of the other 

four counties, to extend over a period of three years, ending in 1940. 

(7) A!r. Eckles filed reports on the Coahoma County demonstration together 

with a letter from the County Superintendent, which are attached. These reports 

show that considerable improvements have been made the past year, including the 

completion of two new buildings and partial completion of an excellent four~ 

teacher school. In addition, sanitary drinking fountains were built, both 

interior and exterior repairs were made at several schools, and some landscaping 

done. T"ne superintendent is enthusiastic over the work and she and the State 

Department of Education are putting forth much effort to get government aid for 

some additional buildings and repairs. 

(8) I.fir. Credle gave an oral report of the Nash County, North Carolina demon­

stration, statin" that it is proving most successful, and that the superintendent 

is thoroughly convinced that this type of service is indispensible for the con­

tinuous upkeep of school plants in his county. Several new buildings, both white 

and Negro, have been completed through the PWA program and some needed improvements 

have been done on practically every building in the county. A number of buildings 

have been attractively landscaped. (See pictur s showing before and aft r land-



scaping.) Mr. Credle stated that several other counties of the state are con­

sidering inaugurating similar county sei,vice. 

(9) ?lr. Calhoun reported that the demonstration in Montgomery County, 

Tennessee, is provin~ most successful. In addition to erecting several good 

school buildings with ~IPA labor, a large percentage of the existing plants have 

been improved, and many are being landscaped. In order to pave the way for a 

permanent school plant program the county is completing a large school plant 

shop, under the supervision of the school plant mechanic , located in the suburbs 

of Clarksville. Most of the cost of material and labor is being provided by the 

WPA. This county demonstration is having a wholesome influence on other counties . 

At a recent meeting of the county superintendents of the State , the Superintendent 

of :Wontgomery County gave an interesting report of the demonstration. (See 

attached report). 

(10) Mr. Long gave an oral report on t he landscape demonstration in Virginia. 

He says that the State Superintendent and the State Board of Education have 

approved a plan which involves the selection of about thirty counties, having 

high schools with agricultural departments, where they will develop nursery stock 

to be used for the rural schools in the counties. It is the plan to have a school 

plant mechanic, wherever possible, attached to each high school selected who will 

cooperate with local garden clubs, under the direction of the state l andscape 

supervisor. The high school agricultural teachers and boys will be used in beau­

tifying their own school and in extending this program to all rural schools of 

the county. 

(11) ~fi' . Smith reported an excellent reception of the pamphlet on Su~gestions 

f2£ Landscaping Rural Schools. He stated that copies have been sent to all 

state superintendents in the United States and large supplies shipped to the 

southern state departments of education for use tn th9 improvementrand beautifi-

5 



scaping.) Mr. Credle stated that several other counties of the state are con­

sidering inaugurating similar county senice. 

(9) !;h-. Calhoun reported that the demonstration in Montgomery County, 

Tennessee, is provin~ most successful. In addition to erecting several good 

school buildings with ~/PA labor, a large percentage of the existing plants have 

been improved, and many are being landscaped. In order to pave the way for a 

permanent school plant program the county is completing a large school pl ant 

shop, under the supervision of the school plant mechanic , located in the suburbs 

of Clarksville. Most of the cost of material and labor is being provided by the 

WPA. This county demonstration is having a wholesome influence on other counties. 

At a recent meeting of the county superintendents of the State , the Superintendent 

of Montgomery County gave an interesting report of the demonstration. (See 

attached report). 

(10) Mr. Long gave an oral report on t he landscape demonstration in Virginia. 

He says that the State Superintendent and the State Board of Education have 

approved a plan which involves the selection of about thirty counties, having 

high schools with agricultural departments, where they will develop nursery stock 

to be used for the rural schools in the counties. It is the plan to have a school 

plant mechanic, wherever possible, attached to each high school selected who will 

cooperate with local garden clubs, under the direction of the state landscape 

supervisor. The high school agricultural teachers and boys will be used in beau­

tifying their own school and in extending this program to all rural schools of 

the county. 

(11) lfi' . Smith reported an excellent reception of the pamphlet on Su~gestions 

for Landscaping Rural Schools. He stated that copies have been sent to all 

state superintendents in the United States and large supplies shipped to the 

southern state departments of education for use tn th9 improvemen\ and beautifi-

5 



cation contest. On request of the !¥PA and NYA directors of Washington, copies 

were sent to the various VTPA and NYA state directors throughout the nation with 

the suggestion that landscape projects would be admirably suited to their programs. 

T'nese state directors have re~uested copies for their district directors, handing 

the suggestions down to them and encouragin~ this type of service with government 

labor. In a few instances counties outside of the South have put on county- wide 

projects in landscaping in cooperation with the county superintendent and NYA 

or \~'PA supervisors. Mr. Smith reported that 40 ,000 additional copies of the four­

page pamphlet on Suggestions !.2r_ Improving and neautifying Schools had been 

irinted for distribution in the contest. This brings the total number of this 

pamphlet issued and distributed up to 250, 000 over a period of three years . 

(12) Hr. Smith gave a report of the unique contest on school plant improve­

ment in Kentucky, where about twenty county superintendents have agreed to 

cooperate on an inter- county program. The counties will contest for the s tate 

prizes, white schools and Negro schools separately. The per centage of the schools 

participating and the character of the work done will l argely determine the 

winning county. The library will be awarded to the county scoring highest. 

Each county is of fering local prizes to stimulate the schools within the county. 

Just as they had gotten started on the program, several of the counties wer e 

deluged by unprecedented floods . This will retard the pro~ess of the contest 

as planned, as many schools in some of the counties were almost completely sub­

merged , damaging the buildings, furniture and grounds. (Copy of the plan is 

attached) . 

(13) The Chairman gave a brief oral report on the progress of the improvement 

and beautification contest, stating that five states, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 

and Maryland, are restricting it to Negro schools , but that the other ten states 

are including both white and Negro schools. 

6 



(14) On motion of ltr-. Credle, seconded by Mr. Long, the Committee approved 

the continuation of improvement and beautification contests for the school year 

1937-38 in those states wishinQ to participate. The CoI!l!:littee will encourage 

states to make modifications of the general plan to fit local conditions. The 

Co~ittee further requested Mr. Smith to circulate plans and literature to the 

state departments of education as soon as possible in order to stimulate greater 

activity in the beautification contests for next year. l.r. S!nith reported that 

already several colleges (both white and Negro) have asked for sufficient copies 

of the landscape pamphlet to use in the summer school classes. Hampton Institute 

has requested 300 copies. 

(15) On motion of Hr. Credle, seconded by Mr. Favrot, the Co'1l1D.ittee endorsed 

the policy of using a po~tion of the Rosenwald- School- Day Fund to su~plement 

beautification stimulation. 

(16) On motion of 1:r. Credle, seconded by 1:r. Favrot, the Committee approved 

all expenditures made since the last ~eeti~P, including a part of the expenses 

of the Co ll!littee members at this meeting : round trip railroad fare plus pullman 

to New Orleans for all "t.embers and full expenses of 1:r. Hamon, Secretary of the 

Committee. 

(17) The Committee adjourned at 6:00 P. rr. to meet again at the call of the 

Chairman. 

App!'oved 4ot=>L~-~. 
S . • Smith, Chairman 
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Dr. s. L. Smith, Director, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
Cotton States Building, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Dear Dr. Smith: 

GREENVILLE COUNTY 

DEPART'.,!ENT OF EDUCATION 

GREENVILIE, SOU'IH CA.'ttOLINA 

February 17, 1937 

In reply to your letter of February 16, I will say that we are hoping 
to have our school pl ant mechanic begin work W.arch 1, if possible , and have 
made plans to that end. 

From our estimates, the following will represent the minimum expense 
involved: 

Truck chassis (second hand) 
Body for same 
Small tools 
Materials 
Operation of truck 
Wage of mechanic 

$ 350. 00 
100.00 
50.00 

100. 00 
300.00 
600.00 

$1500.00 

As I recall, it was your thought that the Rosenwald Fund might furnish 
a maximum of $1800. 00 for this project on a fifty-fifty basis divided $900-
$600- $300 for the first three years. You will note that our projected ex­
penses for the first year will entitle us to only $750 on that basis but 
these are based on the assumption that we can secure a used chassis for $350 
and a competent mechanic for $600. I think that we shall, but we could easily 
ru.~ the yearly cost to $1800 by buying a new truck and furnishing additional 
materials, as we ma.y. I believe you will agree that we plan to hold the 
expenses to the lowest figure. I am wondering, therefore, if the Fund would 
allot the $1800 to this project as first contemplated but not necessarily on 
the $900- $600- $300 basis, provided our initial cost can be kept below $1800? 

I doubt whether Mr. Hollis and I will reach New Orleans before 3:00 P.M. 
Sunday and, consequently, may not be able to attend the meeting of your committee, 
but we will get in touch with you on arrival and be prepared to give you any 
additional information desired • 

.Again thanking you for your consideration of our request and with personal 
regards, I am, 

JF.'l:BM 

Sincere1y yours, 
I 

J . F. Whatley 
County Supt. of EdJcation 

/ 



Job #17. Walnut School--Roor patched, 8 desks r apaired, lock 
install ed. 

Job #18. Fant School--Two doors hung and s topped out, and one 
mortise lock i nstalled. 

J 



llr . S. L. Smith 
Cotton States Building 
Nas1ville, Tenness~o 

Dear Hr . Gmith: 

February 19, 1937 

, 

The following is a .s~ary of the i ch h 
i n the school plant rnaintenanc c.>rnc~~ tion j oma 
Cowity, Missi ssi ppi. The ccnth which. been 
.filed with you covering the; po ing t!arch 1 , ln36 
through Ja.."1uary 31, l 3? sho s ac folio s: 

Transport ation 58' / 
Liater:tal _J., o. 
Labor 1/- ,.., . ~'0 

Total 3,135. 

To these ar:iounts sh .he following i tez:is : 

onesto~n which is under con-

t.rial (\ $2, 331. 53 
\} 1 , 717 . 92 

I I , 
T~~al )I 4, 079 . 45 

The Feder~ o~£ t t hrough the W. P .A. is putt.ing up ~'" , 130 . 00 
of this amount.--✓ 

I n addition to these items should be added the follo ing for the 
Fishing Bayou school improvement project: 

Sponsor's contribution 
W. P.A. funds 

2, 521 . 00 
4 , 873. 00 

I do not have the proportion of tbJse divided between___J.abor and 
material cost . The Fishing Bayou prqject is completed. 



The total expenditures for the program are as llows: 

County end School Distr ict s 
Julius Rosennald Fund 

, P . A. 

Total 

$5,605. )0 
700. ()0 

e,Z03. 64 

I am enclosing a brl ef de scrip • al of obs 
which have been ccr.,]cted t'hi escrip. was 
made by Penn Hunt, tcunty Me 

I am enclosing also a copy of a . 
County SuperintPndent of ~duc1tio 
this program.. 

WGE:RW 

~ch Mrs . ~ilson, 
. ~ ·-ri tten me concGrning 

., ours, 

c les, rector 
ool building Service 



• 
SUMMARY OF WORK OF COUNTY SCHOOL MECHANI C, COAHOMA COUNTY 

Job #1 . Africa Sch ol-- The roof was put on, two new doors were hung, 
one window fr"ime was built, one new window installed, sixtnen windows 
primed and reputtied, five window.rails replaced, fifteen dndow glasses 
installed. 

Job #2. Agricultural Hi gh School--The laundry machinery was installed at 
t _is school . 

Job #3. Lyon School-- Roof patched, two locks repaired . 

Job #4. Morning Star School- - The back wall was patched, three windows were 
closed, six wi dow frames built, six windows installed, one flue bui1 t, 
two new door s hung, two mortise locks i ns t all ed, t wo pairs of steps in­
stalled, roof patched and ceiling patched, blackboard inst alled, eigbt een 
new desks were bui lt and installed . 

J ob #5 . Hopson School - - An opening was closed by four swinging door s, one 
mortise lock was install ed, ten seats repaired . , 

Job #6 . Dublin School --One transom opening cut (2 1 x 6 1), one t r a~som 
frame was bui l t, painted and the t r ansom inst alled. 

J ob #7. Bus Shed--Aided in erectfng a school bus shed (641 x 96 1). 

J ob #8. Flower s Scbool- -A new school building was erected, complete ~ith 
flue, size 241 x 321 • Installed blackboards, one large table with benches, 
ani one dozen double desk . 1/ 
Job #9. Lula School- -New r oof put on teac~ers ' home. Roof to farm shop 
repaired . 

Job #10 . School Del5ks- - 42 desks built , and 30 of them stained. 

Job #11 . Herri n School--New building erected 24 1 x 32 1 complete with flue , 
3 black boards installed, and later we combined another school an.cl made 
this a two teacher school. By installing a par t ition thi s school was made 
into a two room school buildi~g. 

J ob #12 . Blackboards--Fift een bl ackboards made from masonite; ten pieces 
4 1 x 12' and 5 pieces 4 1 x 101. 

J ob #1 3. East over School- - 8 pi ers s trai ghtened up, ·utside sill nailed in 
place. Seven teen windows paint ed and reputti ed, siding patched, r oof re­
pai red, fif t een desks repai red, two pai rs of steps installed, and six 
windows i nstall ed . The build,ng was also painted on the out side . 

J ob #14. Harvey ' s ~hapel School --Six pi er s str eightened up, two ni ers in­
stalled, 0utside sills nailed in place at ends and back, one window rail 
inst alled, two window glasses inst alled, and twelve desks r epaired. 

J ob #15 . Mt . Ary School--Roof patched and 1.4:.. desks d one lock repair.ed. 

J ob #16 . J onestown School- -Building wrecked and 
rebuilding . 

to new site for 



Mr . W. G. Eckles 

COAHOMA COUNTY SCHOOLS 
Mrs . Arthur Wilson 

Superintendent 
Clarksdale,Mississi ppi 

February 6, 1937 

State Department of Education 
Jackson , Mi ssissi ppi 

Dear Mr . Eckles : 

We will close our year n the Sc~.!]"~T..:r-~~~~-~~ aintenance 
Program at the end of this month. We have o this program 
very benefici al to Coahoma Count~z ound tha actically 
all the county owned bui:dings e-re in eed of r e. rs . Some 
were in a very bad condition 1:h wa;mfledted in our reports 
to you . (Africa School for i ~ ance) y only needed minor 
repairs such as patching th ofs, ying windows, putting 
in window l i ghts , f i xing door ps djusting d~ors and strengthen-
ing foundations which were almo tr ady to colla~se . Any or these 
would have been serio~ ti not been a ttended.to . 

We built two new uildings ad a r esent my mechanic is 
helping on a five ~ om buil ding or the negroes at J onestown. 
He is also replaci a farm sho buil ding a t Dublin that was 
destroyed by fire . e are plann g to build as many new build­
ings this year as w an affor to replace dilapidated churches . 

Its o e to b~~--Pndless job of maintaini g these 
buildin~ , so we w::\you to use your influence to ~el p us keep 
a maint.e ance man. , 

I 

Tha'n~i ng you fo~ our cooperation, I am 

\\~_// 
"-, ___ ...- Yours very truly, 

Signed: Mrs. Arthur W11 son 
COUNTY ~UP ' T OF 2DUCATION 

AW/ac 



• SPR1NG HOPE NEGRO SCHOOL, NASH COUNTY, NORTH CAROLIN.A 

BEFORE AND AFTER LANDSCAPING 

"' 
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IIIFORMATlON FEGARDL,G COUNTY MilNTEIUNCE AND REPAIR POOGRJ.K 
11:>!lTOO·ctERY COUNTf, Tlh"NESSE! 

l. lluaber of stove Jackets built and installed 
2. • • " repaired 
s. • • sanitnry fountains constructed and installed 
4. • •sanitary-toilets constructed 
5. • • tl.ues rebuilt 
e. • • roofs repaired 
1. • • new roofs put on 
8. • • Hew doors installed 
9. • • new blackboards installed 
10. • • new locke 
ll. • • window bof.rds constructed and installed 
12. • • • replaced 
lS. • • cisterns dug 
14. • • walls dug 
15. • • buildingo retloored 
16. • • chairs constructed 
11. • • tables constructed 
18. • • tennis cotn"ts constructed 
19. • • Baaketbe.ll courts constructed 
20. • • Yolley ball courts constructed 
tl. • • baseball diamonds constructed 
22. • • llieal feet o£ ~id••~lk OQnstructed graTel 
2!. • • • • • sidewalk constructed 
2,. • • trees and shrubs set out 
25. • • tohoolrooas equipped with lunch shelves 
18. • • schools with playground equipaent 
t'T. • • schoola equipped with adjustable shades 
18. • • schools equipped with First Aid kits 
19. • • • • • the:rmoaeters 
so.• • • noors oiled 
Sl. • • painted 
52. • • cabinets of oak built 
55. • • renovated deak• 
U. • • schools landscapin& grounds 
ss. • • new buildings oocpleted 
58. • • rei:iodeled buildings 
S7. • • buildings underpinned 
58. • • •hallow....ell (lleyera) puap inste.llad 

Total since 
Progru started 

65 
86 
99 

155 
5 

5S 
B 

se 
117 
58 

115 
61 
17 
0 
7 

8S9 
t'1 
6 

2' 
C) 

8 
MOO 
1405 
.00 

81 
Sl 

•• 55 
92 
82 
18 
19 

602 
ll 

5 
s 
9 
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COPY 
STATE 01' TENNESS:U 

DBP ARTlllilfT OF EDOCATIOI 

l.lSHVILL! 

llr. If. L. Carney, Superi.o.tendent 
Montiome17 County Schools 
Clarksville, Tennessee 

Dear bupt. Cr..rneya 

Sept. 18, 1956 

I eball appreciate it 1! you will give me the following 
intormation at J'Our earliest convenience, 

l. 

2. 

s. 

•• 

s. 

6. 

ll>lfIES EXPEIDED SHICE THE DUUGURA'?ION OF THE SCHOOL 
REPAIR IIECBilIC ElPERDIEIT (Ifov. 1, 195'-Sept. l, l9S6) 

Toul furn1shed by coooty for labor IS,891.155 

Total furnished b;y county for material• 15,195.55 

Total coet or operating repair truck• 2,,1,.02 

Total amount or aterial furni£hed by' 
Goverm1e11t -&,11,.t9 

Totel amount of labor furnished by 
Oovernaent 9,110.19 

Tota.l anount from other sourcea 5,067.58 

ORABD '?OTJ.L OF jLL EJPEIDITURJ:8 .a,eea.oe 

You.rs Tery trul7, 

J. Clyde Seals, Aaat. Director 
Sohoolhouae Planning 

JCs-M 

(The aboTe report is aade from reports of llr. F.dgsr H. Walker, 
Mechanic) 
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Kentucky School Plant Improvement Contest-1936-37 

Purpose. It is the purpose of this contest to stimulate proper upkeep, improvement and beautification 
of rural school properties-grounds, buildings, equipment and furnishings. It has regard for both utility and 
attractiveness. This contest is limited to rm-al schools, hence to county school districts. The contest for 1936-37 
takes into account improvements made from July 1, 1936, to June 1, 1937. The white schools are in one 
contest and the colored schools in another. 'l'bere will be separate reports and separate prizes in the two 
parallel contests. 

State Prizes. 'J'he State prizes are (1) a first prize and a second prize for white schools, and (2) a 
first prize and a second prize for colored schools. The first prize in each case is a thirty-six dollar element2.ry 
school library, list price of the books much more. The second prize in each case is a fifteen dollar elemen­
tary school library, list price of the books much more. The first prize in each case will go t o the competitor 
county making the greatest improvement in its school properties (grounds, buildings, equipment and fur­
nishings), both utility and attractiveness considered, in this school year. 'l'he second prize in each case will 
go to the competitor connty making the second greatest improvement. 

Donor. 'l'he Julius Rosenwald Fund is giving the State prizes and paying for printing the bulletins 
furnished by the State Committee. 

Local Prizes. Local prizes will be provided locally in most of the cotmties, either by the board of 
education or by other friends of education. Such organizations as Rotary, Kiwanis and P .-T. A. will be 
readily interested in an active movement for improving the rural schools. It is suggested that there be a first 
and a second prize for white schools of the county and a first and a second county prize for colored schools. 

Committees. Besides the State Contest Committee, there may be a county school improvement contest 
comittec in each county, organized by the county superintendent. The county contest committee will deter ­
mine the relative ratings of the schools within the county and award the local prizes, and it will make 
the county's report to the state contest committee. The state committee will determine the relative ratings 
of the counties and award the State prizes. 

Bulletins. Improvement items in this list are taken mainly from the two bulletins "Suggestions for 
Improvement and Beautification of School Plants" and "Suggestions for Landscaping Rural Schools." Cop­
ies of these •bulletins are furnished for all the schools in the contest. I mprovements must be made in accord­
ance with these bulletins to justify full credit. 

The Unit. The tmit used in this report is a school room situation, a one-teacher school being one unit, 
a two-teacher school two tmits, and so on. The number of units in a county system is the number of teachers 
employed. If a county employs 80 white teachers and 12 colored, its report of white schools will recognize 
80 units and its report of colored schools will recognize 12 units. For example, in reporting item A 1, "clean­
ing the grounds,'' if 80 teachers were employed, there were 80 units. If the grounds where 50 teachers 
were employed were already clean on J uly 1, 1936, there would be 30 "units needing the service." If dur­
ing this contest (July 1 to June 30) all these grounds were cleaned except at a four-teacher school and six 
one-teacher schools, there would be 20 "units getting the service," two-thirds of those needing it, entitling 
the county to two-thircls maximum credit on that item. 

Awards. Keep in mind that the state contest committee will award state prizes mainly on the basis 
of points rather than costs, but will ·want the cost estimates in connru!tion with the other data. Total cost 
includes materials and labor used, whether paid for or donated. Observe, too, that NYA student aid work­
ers and NYA worke1·s may be used to good effect in connection with this eont~~t. 



Kentucky School Plant Improvements 
Report for _______ County, 1936-37 

(This report is to be made and delivered to the State Contest Committee on or before ,June 15, 1937. 
It should include only such improvements as are made between July 1, 1936, and June 1, 1937.) 

A. School Grounds (o·115) 

1. Cleaning the grounds 

2. Walks from door to road ....................................................... . 

3. Walks from door to well ....................................................... . 

4. Walks from door to outbuildings ....................................... . 

5. Making or repairing fences ................................................. . 

6. Purchasing new areas 

B. L andscaping (o·175) 

1. Laying out play courts ........................................................... . 

2. Laying out parking areas ..................................................... . 

3. Making garden areas (flower or vegetable) ................... . 

4. Planting shrubs around buildings ....................................... . 

5. Planting trees and shrubs around the grounds ............. . 

6. Grading the school ground .................................................. .. 

7. Building retaining wall ......................................................... . 

8. Providing grass plots ............................................................. . 

9. Other school ground improvements ................................... . 

C. Building Exterior (o•175) 

1. Constructing new school buildings ..................................... . 

2. Laying new roofs ................................................................... . 

3. Making new porches ............................................................... . 

4. Repairing roof, porch or steps ............................................. . 

5. Providing gutters and down spouts ................................... . 

6. Underpinning the buildings or making foundations ..... . 

7. Replacing damaged weatherboarding ............................... . 

8. Replacing or repairing doors ............................................... . 

9. Painting school buildings .................................................... .. 

10. Painting outbuildings ............................................................ .. 

11. Other outside improvements 

D. Building I nterior (o•125) 

1. Plastering or ceiling school rooms ................................... . 

2. Repairing plaster or ceiling ................................................. . 

3. Making or repairing flues ..................................................... . 

4. Replacing defective flooring ............................................... . 

5. Installing or restorin·g blackboards ................................... . 

6. Installing built•in book shelves ........................................... . 

7. Painting inside woodwork, using approved color scheme 
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8. Providing deflectors at windows ......................................... . 

9. Other interior improvements 

E. F urnishings (o-75) 

1. Rooms equipped with new desks ....................................... . 

2. Rooms with desks repaired ................................................. . 

3. Seats arranged for left.side lighting ................................. . 

4. Desks placed to encourage erect posture ....................... . 

5. Other improvements in furnishings ................................... . 

F . H eating (o-75) 

1. Installing steam, hot water or hot air ............................... . 

2. Installing stoves 

3. Repairing stoves (replacing parts) ................................... . 

4. Providing stove boards (metal or concrete) ................... . 

5. Building fuel houses or coal bins ....................................... . 

G. L ighting (o-90) 

1. Re•locating windows for left-side light ............................. . 

2. Replacing or repairing windows ......................................... . 

3. Providing shades fixed at the middle ............................... . 

4. Adequate light on every desk ........................................... . 

5. Installing electric lighting ................................................... . 

H. Sanitat ion (o-95) 

1. Installing water closets or sanitary toilets 

2. Repairing toilets to meet State Board of Health rules .. 

3. Providing concrete toilet floors ......................................... . 

4. P roviding sanitary drainage ............................................... . 

5. Other sanitary services 

I. W ater Supply (o-75) 

1. Providing ample water supply on the premises ........... . 

2. Installing well curb and cover ............................................. . 

3. Analysis of water by health authorities ........................... . 

Totals ............................................................................... . 
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SCHOOL PLANT IMPROVEMENT 

Report to County Superintendent of Improvements from 

July 1, 1936, to June 30, 1937 

·county •••........... ." ... • ........................ ." ............. • .......... • ..... -....... ." .......................... School 

Principal ............................................................................................................ Address ......................................... : .. : .............................................................. . 

Number of .Teachers ··························································- ························· 

(In estimates of cost include all material and labor; whether-paid for or donated. Report only Improvements made July l, 
1936, to June 1, 1937.) 

1. School ground cleaned? ......... . 

2. Walk made door to road? ..... . 

3. Walk made to well? ............... . 

1. Play courts laid out? ............... . 

2. Parking areas lald out? ......... . 

3. Flower or veg. garden made? .. 

4. Shrubs planted by buildings? .. 

Answer 

A. SCHOOL GROUND 

Est. Cost 

$ ..................... . 4. Walks to outbuildings? ........... . 

5. Fence built or repaired? ......... . 

6. More school ground ,bought? .. 

B, LANDSCAPING SCHOOL GROUND 

$ ..................... . 5. Trees planted around ground? 

6. School ground graded? ......... . 

7. Retaining wall built? 

8. Grass plots provided? 

9. Other ground improvements? .. 

C, BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS-OUTSIDE 

How many class rooms were provided with: 
6. New foundation or under-

1. New buildings? ......................... . $ ..................... . pinning? ................................... . 

·2. New roof? ................................... . 7. Weatherboarding repaired? .. 

3. New porches? ........................... . 8. Doors renewed or repaired? .. 

4. Roof, porch or steps repaired? 9. Building painted? ..................... . 

5. Gutters and down spouts? ..... . 10. <Outbuildings painted? ............. . 

11. Other outside improvements? 

D, BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS-INSIDE 

How many class rooms were provided with: 

1. New plaster or ceiling? ......... . 

2. Plaster or ceiling repaired? ... . 

3. Flue new or repaired? ............. . 

4. Floor new or repaired? ........... . 

For how many class rooms were: 

1. New desks provided? ............. . 

2. Old desks repaired? ................. . 

How many class rooms were provided with: 

1- 2. New heating equipment, 
(stoves, steam ................ )? .. 

3. Old equipment repaired? ....... . 

$ ..................... . 5. Blackboard new or restored? .. 

6. Book shelves built in? ........... . 
7. Painting, approved color 

scheme? ................................... . 

8. Deflectors at windows? ......... . 

9. Other inside improvements? .. 

E, FURNISHINGS 

3. Seats rearranged for left side 
$ ..................... . light? ......................................... . 

4. Rearranged for erect posture? 

5. Other furnishings provided? .. 

F, HEATING 

$ ..................... . 
4. Stove-lloards metaT or 

con~rete? ........••••. !."f]"············ 
5. Fuel bins? ................ ~ ...... !. .......... . 

Answer Est. Cost 

$ ..................... . 

$ ..................... . 

$ ..................... . 

$ ..................... . 

$ ..................... . 

$ ..................... . 



Answer 

How many class rooms were provided with: 

1-2. Windows, new or relocated 
for left.side light? ............... . 

3. Shades tl_xed at the middle? .. 

1- 2. New water·closets or toilets, 
or old one$ repaired to meet 
St. Bd. of Health rules? ... . 

3. Concrete toilet floors? ....... , ... . 

1. Was new water supply pro-

G, LIGHTING 

Est. Cost 

$ ..................... . 4. Ad~quate light for every desk? 

o. Electric Lights? 

H. SANITATION 

$ .. _ .................. . 4. Sanitar:; draiI).age provide.ii? .. 

5. Other sanitary servioe? . .,._ .... 

f, WATER SUPPLY 

2. Were well curb and cover 
vided on premises? .............. ........................ .$ ..................... . provided? .... ., ........................... . 

3. Water analyzed by health 
authorities? ............................. . 

S~ned by: 

Date: .............................................................................. , 1937. 
_, 

Answer Est, Cost 

$ ..................... . 

$ ..................... . 

$ ..................... . 



S. L. Smith 
Director for Southern Office 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
,i'J -¥ ,· Af 

Southern Office 
"1 

Cotton States Building 

Nashvil le, Tennessee 

(. 
March a, 1937 

Dear Miss Elvidge : You wi ll find attached expense 
accounts of the Committee on 

School Plant Rehabilitation for a meeting held in 
New Orleans on February 21. 

'5- Cte 

You will note that we are paying 
only the railroad fare round trip, plus pullman for all 
members except the secretary, Dr. Hamon, whose expenses 
are pa.id in full by a special vote of the committee. As 
these members attended a meeting of the National Advisory 
Council on School Building Probl ems on the 24th, the 
states agreed to pay the remainder of their expenses, 
which saved us some money. Mr. Favrot would not submit 
an expense account although he attended the meetings and 
took a very aggressive pa.rt. 

SLS:MT 

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours, ~ 

f f,~ 



S. L. Smith 
Director for Southern Office 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Southern Office 

Cotton States Building 

Nashville, Tennessee 

March 9, 1937 

Dear Miss Elvidge: You will find attached copy 

of the application blanks 

billed to us by Cullom & Ghertner in February and 

charged to the School Plant Rehabilitation 

appropriation. 

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely, 



l'o~ 1aa 

To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

S~te f;ep rtmenti of t:duc&t1 n 

Re~eich, lorth Csrolina 

4901 Ellis A venue // 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. ' 886 

Date rcn 10, 19~ 7 

Reit::.bL-r ~ e~t fer ~xpen:,Es l.icurre.d in att.endinr; o e.ting of the 

Cor.ur~t1ee on Seheol Pl nt-0ht:ibilltatio~teld in N Orl~ane - b0.75 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Rehabilitation of Negro Rural Schools 35-22 t so .1s 

Prep ared by Checked by Posted by 

AM Comptroller 



SCHOOL PLANT CO :,:-I TT.C:E 
of t he 

JULIUS ROSJNV,ALD FUND 

Expense Account 
of 

(
R . Yi . F . Credle 

~ilroad fare and 1 pu lman) 

February 24, 1937. 

R ·1 ai road round trip 

Pullman 

Total • •••••••••• 

Received payment 

1' • F' • Cr edle. 

$36. 65 

14. 10 

$50. 75 
/Ji, 

~~ 
t, f, , i . 

c3/ 3/ J 7 
3/c- sJ..--L&-,:;t"tUi-. 
(~~) 



To 
Mr. Ray L . Hamon 

G~orge P€~body College 

?foBhville, Tennessee 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 
Payment Voucher No. 

Date Mi:rch 10, 19E-7 

Reir.ibur:.icmtnt i'oi- expenr..es incurred in nttc11ding eieetinc or the 

Commit'tE:e on School Plont~ht.:bilit ... t!c~h ld in :- er. Orleans - ~ 65. 00 

Ck.#17450 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Rehabilitation of Negro Rur&l Schools 55- 22 $63.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



OFFICERS 

T. C. HOLY, PRESIDENT 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 
ON 

SCHOOLHOUSE CONSTRUCTION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

N. E. VILES, CHAIRMAN 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

JEFFERSON CITY. MISSOURI 

W . F, CREOL E, VICE-PRESIDENT GEORGE 0. COONS 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ALBANY. NEW YORK 

RAY L. HAMON, SECRETARY-TREASURER 

GEOAGE PEABODY COLLEGE 

NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 

February 27, 1937 FRANK WILLIAMS 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLAHOMA 

Dr. S. L. Smith 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Dr. Sm1 th: 

As per decision of the Rosenwald School Plant Committee 

at the New Orleans meeting, I am submitting below my expense 

account to New Orleans, where I served as secretary of the 

School Plant Committee and secretary of the Executive Committee 

of the National Council on Schoolhouse Construction. 

Round trip railroad and pullman - - - - - - - - - $ 33. 00 

Hotel, four nights - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 12.00 

li1eals, five days - - - - - - - - - - 15. 00 

Taxi, porter and valet s ervice - - - - - 3.00 

RI.H:HEH 

Total 

Sincerely yours, 

~ -/, 
/Ray L/Hamon 

Secretary 

- -$ 63. 00 

rfL, 



P'OJIM l &a 

To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
(2 

Mr. Ray!llond V. Long 

StGt e Bocrd or Educct ion 

Richmon,, Vire1nia 

4901 Ellis Avenue 11 
CH I CAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 488g 

Date lloroh lO, 19~7 

Rei mbursement tor e~peneee incur red in attendin~ meeting of the 

Q c 

Co~mi ttee on School Pl nnt~ eh bili tnti:,held in N~w Orlc£ne - - 156. 10 

Accounts 

Rehebilitution of Negro Rural Schools 

Prepared by 

.i-... 1 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

tsG.10 

Comptroller 



Mr. S.L. Smith 

COMMONWEALTH OF V I RG I N I A 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

RICHMOND 

Rosen,·rald Foundation 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tenn. 

My dear hlr. Smith: 

March 2, 1937 

I arn handing you herewith the amount of my railroad and pull.man 
ticket from Richmond to New Orleans and return: 

Railroad fare from Richmond to New Orleans and return-------- f41.10 
Pull.men fare frofl Richmond to New Orleans and return--------- 15. 00 

RVL:LC 

Making a total of-- ------ $56.10 

This I trust is in keeping with your wishes. 

Sincerely yours 

~~o~ 
Director School Buildi ngs 

'(. 
~ 



l'OltM l&a Julius Rosenwald Fund , 1 
4901 Ellis Avenue f 

CHICAGO 

To 
atr. J. B. Cal houn 

Payment Voucher No. 4088 

Date Merch 101 19?7 
Depurtm nt of Fduc~tion 

(I ) 

Rein.b-,u·sement for expiJl .. ea incm·r ed in ettc::.dint;; meeting of t he 

Co~mi ttee on ~chovl ?l ~nt RelutbllitGtior. hclc ln Ne~ Crlcana - - ts~.oo 

Ck.#17451 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Rehabilitation of Negr o Rur&l School s 35- 22 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AJI 
Comptroller 



DIVISION O F SCHOOLHO USE PLANNING 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
NASHVILLE 

February 26 ll 1937 

Mr. Se L. Smith 
502 cotton states Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

Bel ow you will f:md statement of 
expenses of trip to New Or leans and return, for 
attendanoe on the Committee on School Pl ant Re­
habilitation of the Julius Rosenwald FUndc 

Railroad Ticket, Nevi Orleans 
and r eturn •••.••••• . $24. 50 

Pullman • • • • • • • • • • • • a. so ----
Total • • • • • • • • • • • . t33e00 

~4 

Sincerely yours ll 

( . /3.~~ 
c;. Be calhounll 
Director 



f'OIIM 1U Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 
( 

To 
Ur • • G. EcklcB 

Payment Voucher No. 4t!:)fj 

Date Karch l Ot 19t.7 
5t. t e Depert l!lent of l d cP-tion 

cf 

•:::o i:r. i ttee on Schcol ?l .. nt Rehabilit<'lt.i.cn held iu lrc 

Accounts Appropriation N o. Debit 

Rehabilitation of Negro Rural School s f ll.85 

( 
Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

) 

ll .85 

Credit 

Comptroller 



J. 5. VANDIVER, 
SUPERINTENDENT 

W. G. E CKLES. 
DIRECTOR 

W. E. C AM PBEL.I., 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOft 

~f aft nf Jlississippi 
DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION 

DIVISION, SCHOOL. BUILDING S ERVICE 

JACKSON 

February 26 , 1937 

Mr. S. L. Smith 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

Enclosed is a statement of expenses for the trip to 
New Orleans. The Illinois Central opera tior has just 
told me that the round trip ticked is $7.35. The 
pullman car is $2. 25 each way, making a total of 
$11 . 85 ,. 

l certainly enjoyed seeing you and being with you 
again. We are looking forward to your coming and 
spending several days wi th us as early as you can 
find i t convenient to do so . I know t hat Mrs . Wilson, 
ijr .Yrabrough and Mr . Middleton will be es pecially glad 
to see you and have you visit their count i es. I am 
planning to go to Coahoma County again next week. 

With best wishes and regards, I am 

WGE :RW 

yours, 

~ 
Eckles, Director 

School Building Servi~e 



S. L. Smith 
Director for Southern Office 

1:, ~:S 

Julius Rosenwald Fund / i/ 
Southern Office 

Cotton States Building 

Dear Mr. Embree: 

Nashville, Tennessee ( 

March 11, 1957 

Under separate cover I am sending 

you a few pictures showing some 

progress in the improvement and beautification program 

in our three county demonstrations in school plant 

rehabilitation. These seem to indicate clearly the 

importance of this type of service. 

Sincerely yours, 

0 

/. £. ~~ 

SLS:MT 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald 1''und 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 



S. L. Smith 
Director for Southern Office 

Julius Rosenwald Fund - /7~!:£. 11 
Southern Office - - ~-i..s.~ r,.....4_/,u)~ -

Cotton States Building 

Nashville.Tennessee I j---i--1--

ffllr eh J, =••• 

Dear Mr. Embree: 

Committee meeting 

I am attaching the minutes of 

the School Plan Rehabilitation) 

held February 21, 1957, which wilY. 

give you an idea of what the committee has been doing 

the pa.st six months. 

If you would like to have a 

summarized report of the activities for the pa.st year 

I shall be glad to furnish it. 

SLS:MT 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours , 



REPORT ON SCHOOL PLANT IMPROVEMENT AND BEAUTIFICATION 

I n May 1954 the Fund appropriated $10,000 for a program of school plant 

rehabilitation; in November 1935 an additional $5, 000; and in May 1956 $10, 000, 

making a total of $25, 000. Of this amount $10, 750 has been allocated for five 

county demonstrations in school plant rehabilitation and one state- wide demon­

stration in landscaping rural s chools , extending over periods of three to four 

years. To February 28, 1937, a total of $6,782 had been spent in the sti mulation 

program, including the complete survey of Rosenwald school s , preparing and 

printing bulletins, pamphlets and contest materials, l ibrary pri zes, blue prints 

and specifications and expenses of committee meetings . As there is an unused 

balance of more than $7, 000 no appropriation is being requested at this time. 

The committee set up a 5- point program at its first meeting in July 

1934: (1) A survey of all Rosenwald schools built since 1920; (2) stimulation 

of school plant improvement and beautification; and (3) demonstrations in 

school pl ant rehabilitation in efforts to determine the best organization and 

methods for continuous improvement and upkeep. 

1 . ~ survey of Rosenwald schools was completed and reported at the 

May meeting in 1936, showing the location and status of 99. 4 per cent of these 

buildings . A copy of the printed ret>()rt with a letter attached was mailed to 

each of the 885 county superintendents where these schools are located with a 

hope of stimulating further improvements . Partial reports indicate that many 

of these communities have improved their buildings and landscaped the grounds 

since the survey was completed. 

2. An aggressive stimulation campaign has been waged in the improve-

ment and beautification of rural school plants through local, state and 

national officials. To speed up the work elementary ligPary sets have been 

) 



2. 

offered as prizes. These libraries have not only stimulated greater interest in 

the school plant improvement program, but through the wide publicity given, have 

created a greater appetite for libraries. 

Fourteen states entered the contest for colored schools and ten for white 

schools in 1955- 56. Honor Roll Certificates signed by state and county officials 

were i ssued to the winning schools in each county, and library sets to the school s 

winning in the states. The present year fifteen states have entered for colored 

schools and eleven for whites. Kentucky is putting on an intercounty contest 

this year in which the percentage of schools talcing part and the character of the 

improvements made will determine the winning county. The colored communities and 

schools continue to take greater interest than the whites in the improvement and 

beautification program. Dr. Nolen Irby of Arkansas makes the following significant 

statement which is typical of statements received from other state agents : "The 

general effects upon the Negro schools of the contest have been excellent. There 

is a growing consciousness of community responsibility for maintaining attractive 

school plants. A fine secondary effect is that in many communities leading whites 

entered completely into beautification projects in Negro schools ." 

An eight-page pamphlet on Suggestions for Landscaping Rural Schools has 

been prepared and printed to stimulate and guide the improvement of school sites. 

This was mailed in December 1956 to state departments of education, WPA and NYA 

administrators, state colleges and important educational magazines (several of 

which have asked for the privilege of listing it and publishing in part). Already 

requests have been received for 50, 000 copies for use among rural schools . The 

WPA and NYA administrators state that this type of project fits into their program 

admirably because it consumes much labor with only a small capital outlay for 

materials. On receipt of this pamphlet the North Carolina WPA administrator wrote 

that he would approve and recommend for aid projects in l ~ndscaping in any county 

t~ 
llim 

; 



of the state where the superintendent would furnish a skilled directo~. Some 

of the NYA directors have made similar offers and are giving considerable 

attention to landscaping. 

In Shelby County, Tennessee, where there are more than sixty Rosenwald 

schools with a pupil capacity of 10, 000, the superintendent reports that 

practically all have been rehabilitated and are being attractively landscaped 

(mainly by the schools and communities) under the direction of a trained school 

plant mechanic. The superintendent has arranged to furnish these Negro schools 

10,000 plants from an agricultural high school nursery to supplement native 

shrubs and trees. 

Working through the state departments of education the committee has 

been able to interest several colleges (both white and colored) in organizing 

courses on improvement and beautification of rural schools, to be offered in 

the summer session of 1957. The state directors of the school plant divisions 

and the state agents of Negro schools are cooperating in setting up this 

service . Superintendent Harris of Louisiana says , "the University is planning 

to establish a permanent course of this type covering all phases of landscaping, 

laying out and beautifying school grounds, etc . , and to grow for distribution 

the necessary trees, shrubs and flowers that would be used by the different 

schools" . Superintendent Hall of Virginia states, "We believe that a co­

operative arrangement between the Director of School Buildings, the State Agent 

for Negro Schools, the Supervisor of Agriculture, in the State Department, and 

the teacher-training institutions would be the best way of handling this work. 11 

Superintendent Vandiver of Mississippi has arranged for Mr. Eckles, the state 

supervisor of buildings, to give courses of one week each this summer at the 

University, the State A. and M. College ana Jackson College (Negro) . Hampton 

Institute has request ed materials for 500 students this ~um.mer. 



4. 

Peabody College has agreed to organize a course in improvement, beauti­

fication and sanitation of rural school plants to be given in the swnmer of 

1957 to professors desiring to prepare themselves for teaching this work in 

their respective colleges. Dr. Jones of Fisk University has expressed a willing­

ness to cooperate by offering a similar course under the general supervision of 

Dr. ijamon of Peabody. 

Because of a growing demand for additional material on school plant 

improvement and beautification by colleges and superintendents, members of the 

committee are preparing a book of more than 100 pages on this subject. The 

various chapters will enlarge on our four- page and eight- page pamphlets and 

community school plans, and should serve admirably as a textbook in colleges 

planning to include such service. 

Members of the committee have kept in close touch with PWA and WPA 

administrators and directors as their building programs were being planned. 

Mr. Eckles of our committee has served during this time as president of the 

National Council on Schoolhouse Construction and Dr. Hamon as secretary--

treasurer, while Mr. Credle has held the strategic position as liaison officer 

of the Council with the U. S. Office of Education. Mr. Long, another member 

of the committee, is president of the National Advisory Council on School 

Building Problems (an organization sponsored by the u. s. Office of Education) . 

While our committee does not claim credit for the large three-quarters of a 

billion dollar schoolhouse construction and rehabilitation program, toward 

which the government has allotted a half billion dollars, members of the com­

mittee have participated in these programs and are gratified to know that more 

than 40 per cent of all approved projects by the PWA and WPA for school buildings 

are located in fifteen southern states. We do not have sufficient break-down of 

these projects to determine what per cent are colored schools . However, inco~plete 

~~ mm 
/ 



reports indicate that some of the states erected more modern schools last year 

than in any year during which the Fund was giving grants-in-aid. 

5. ~ first three county demonstrations in school plant rehabilitation 

which have been going for more than two years seem to be proving conclusively 

the value of this type of service . One county superintendent states that the 

value of the service of the school plant mechanic in sal vaging and keeping in 

good repair the school furniture alone has been sufficient to pay his salary 

s. 

and expenses, to say nothing of the new buil dings erected and the rehabilitation 

of many existing plants under his direction. All three county superintendents 

claim that this is the most effective and economical plan for the continuous up­

keep of school plants. Already several other counties in these states are 

putting on this type of program under the direction of full- time or part- tlme 

mechanics. 

The Macon-Lee County demonstration in Alabama in cooperation with 

Tuskegee is just beginning as an experiment. The work is being directed by the 

head of the trades department of Tuskegee Institute, who is setting up as the 

first two projects the complete rehabilitation of the first two Rosenwald 

schools and the landscaping of several others. Various heads of departments 

at Tuskegee Institute are taking part in the program and the Institute is 

furnishing plants from its nursery to supplement native shrubs and a truck for 

transporting materials and men. 

The committee has approved an allocation of $1,800 for the Greenville 

County, South Carolina, demonstration in cooperation with the county board of 

education, the county council and the state department of education, to extend 

over a period of three years, beginning March 1, 1957. As a basis for the work 

of the school plant mechanic a complete survey of all rural schools is being 

made under the direction of the county council coordinator. The- first projec~ 

set up is a four- teacher Rosenwald school which is to b~ completely rehabili~ted 
' 

run 
; 



and landscaped. 

and NYA workers . 

Furman University is furnishing a shop for use of the mechanic 

This has been well equipped by the NYA. 

6 . 

The state landscape demonstration in Virginia, which was started six 

months ago under the direction of a trained landscape architect and the super­

visor of the school plant division, includes about 50 counties where demon-

3trations are being set up in county agricultural high schools in cooperation 

with the state agricultural colleges, parent-teacher associations , garden clubs, 

highway engineers and other organizations. These agricultural high schools will 

not only grow in their nurseries the necessary supplementary trees and shrubs 

for all rural schools in the counties, but will give direct supervision in 

landscaping each school. 

The success of these county projects will depend on (a) how well they 

are able to establish satisfactory organization and methods for continuous 

school plant upkeep, and (b) the spread of this idea to large numbers of other 

counties in promoting a state policy for this type of service. Judging from 

the progress already made and the willing spirit of cooperation by state and 

county school officials the committee believes this can be accomplished within 

the next two or three years. 

The Rosenwald School Day fund , although not a definite part of the 

school plant committee appropriation, has been used by the state agents to 

stimulate greater interest and participation of backward Negro communities in 

all rural school activities, and is responsible in part for the fact that the 

Negro schools are taking more interest than the whites in the i mprovement and 

beautification program. The Fund has appropriated $2, 500 a year for this 

program, but, by careful readjustments in plans, it is believed that this 

service can be continued on satisfactory levels in 1957- 58 with an appropria­

tion of $1,500. 



REPORT QI_ SCHOOL PLANT COMMITTEE 

ACTIVITIES SINCE THE NOVEMBER MEErING 

The material for the Contest for each of the fifteen st ates was print ed and 

expressed to the State Superintendents of Education in November as follows: 

70,500 t wo-page plans for the Contest; 141,000 application blanks; 141,000 report 

blanks, making a total of 552,000 printed sheets. We al so sent 65,000 additional 

copies of the four-page bulletin on Suggestions for Improvement and Beautification. 

Dr. Sidney B. Hall and Mr. Raymond V. Long of Virginia presented a plan for a 

demonstration in landscaping through a trained landscape architect to be attached 

to the State Department of Education. This was pr esented t o the members of the 

Committee by correspondence and had unanimous approval. Allocation of not to 

exceed $2,500 to be spent over a three-year period has been approved by the President 

of the Fund. The Fund i s to contribute up to one-half the first year not to exceed 

$1,200 and on a declining scale the second and third years, with the understanding 

that the st ate will expect to assume f'ull responsibility in carrying the work on 

after the t ermination of the three-year period. 

Mr. Eckles hes been able to get the Coahoma County Demonstration revived. 

The County allocated $5, 000 for t his work, and has employed a mechanic (Wade Lemmons) 

at $100. to begin February 22, l.936. The new plan includes both white and colored 

schools. 

Some of t he states desire t o use a part of the Rosenwald School Day Fund for 

pr izes - one state wants to purchase additional libraries as prizes. I would like 

to have the reactions of the committee on purchase of libraries. We agr eed to 

allow them to use some money for prizes of less value than O\ll' first prize. 



' 
Following instructions of the Committee at its first meeting in 1934, 

the Chairman has continued to contact important school and government officials, 

by personal conferences and by correspondence, including one important conference 

with President Roosevelt. We have tu.mi.shed thousands of copies or •suggestions 

for Improvement and Beautification of School Plants• on requests of state and 

national WPA officials to be used in stimulating school plant improvement, and 

many hundreds of plans for rural schools to be used in the erection of buildings 

!or both white and colored under the WPA program. 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

' 
4901 Ellis A venue 

CHICAGO 
To Payment Voucher No. !.-015 

N~t i~nel Council on Zchool houce Ccru;tructi n 

Geor ge Peebody t;olloge f or 1'eec:hc1·s 

Date April 7, 1957 

l f I(' ~ 
I 

) 

No~hvil l c , TennccGee 

250 copies proceeding~ for 1936 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - tso.oo 

Ck .#1'7o3~ 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Rehabili tation of Negr o Rurnl Schools 35- 22 

Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 
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___ F_e_b_ru_a_r~y_l~,_1_9_3_7 __ 19_ 

Dr. s. L. Smith, Julius Rosenw,.,ld Fund 
Mr .. ____________________ _ 

In account with 

National Council on Schoolhouse Construction 
Ray L. Hamon, Secretary~Treasurer 

George Peabody College for Teachers 

N ashville, Tennessee 

~50 conies proceedings for 1936 50 00 



,f'OIIM, taa Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue -y, 

CHICAGO 
To Payment Voucher No. 5015 

National Council on Schoolhouse Constructio 

c/o Mr. 'Ray L. Hamon 

George Peabody College for Teachers 

Nashville , Tennessee 

Date April 7, 1957 

The check enclosed herewith is tendered in full payment of the following: 

250 copies proceedings for 1936 - - - - - - - - - $50.00 

Ck.#17599 No acknowledgment required. The cancelled check will be regarded as a receipt. 

) 
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April lB, _957 

De r ·~r. l • k .r: In corrospo 1d·•nce l. tll • r . l.oym ... nd V. 
JJ.,ng, Pr ... ident o t, \e N tlo • 1 /ldvi 1,)1-'J 

Council on ,ch~.:>l :lii:: Problecs, h,. Cllls ttonti..,n to 
the possibility o. 1·ecoivini P .. er ntr for i"'!prove!lon., nd 
beeutifici t ton o. chool pl nts. This see ·~ ·111,) il ve been 
bro~,ht t bout ec~u of ,, shL t :~ P /~ gr n to inv.,lve 
t1.e u. e of cc_•t.i. .:r-id lE.ibor 1.:mly, plufi El bo1,us .~ .. 1ich mny be 
UL od for .~l tori r ls. If 9 JU .Ii ve not tu.r dy fa ,c .,o, I 
bel.:. vc y,)u ulll ! inc:.i it .1nl ful o .... t. l.n touc;'I. ~.i th you 
Pi A diroctor .i.cmcdi t.el;; to i:;ce uet .er ho .. oul ve ,iil-.1g 
~o apµr..,ve gr 'lt~ for i. p.1.•ov.:. • • ,1d 1 nJ capi i cxL,ting 
schoo.!. pl,.,nts. It if, .y u.n'..ier~ t .ing . t 'uch rents by 
the PTTJ. might be tp)l' :ed on h:...t,is so. et1hat, ... i .11 r · to 
the fil'l iri t~,s ;- ... t . 

Ho i. t.!e ili..pro1i0 .... •n-t. of rur· l chools 
pr:, .racoi .. , u .:s yo r in your st r-c? L :,: o 1 need acy c.:ddi tion­
a:!. • ti:iri,'....lf: w:1·.ch ·, e 1 vc ., "l..i~ nasi ~ to t-o c 11 upon us. o 
c n cu,ply t!ett il.:l.~edi: Joly. 

• .. r . J. J . B 1ker 
S'"" w Dep:.ru:ont o~ 15 •uc t!.. ,n 
Little Ruck, .rkt.n :..s 

CC: ~r. I.olen i ..• Irby 



S . L. Smi th 
Director for Southern Office 

Julius Rosenwald - F .. n 
Southern Office 

Cotton States Buildi 9 

I t 

Nashville,Tennessee l - --1---l----+---I 

May 10, 1937 

Dear Mi ss Elvidge: Please transfer about $400. 

from the School Pl ant 

Rehabilitatior/budget to Building Plane, Specifi ca­

tions and Blue Prints. I think this wi ll be 

sufficient to run us until December. I discussed 

this with Mr. Embree when he was in the office and 

he suggested that I write you. 

SLS:MT 

Miss Dorotey A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Sincerely :yours, 



F ORM 121 

.,.-; 

Explanation 

Julius Rosenwa]d Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

Journal Voucher No. 1941 

Date llay 15 , 1937 

Appropriation 
No. Debit Credit 

1--,,,,,__ ____ .....;..;.,::-\ - - --------------1~1------ - l---- - - --'- ---- ---s 

ehnb111tativ1/,of Negro Rure.l School s 36-17 f 400.00 

Building Plana, Specifications & Blue P·int: 

Transfer of f unns t o t he budget for 
Building Pl&.no, Specificat ions and Blue 
Prints t o cover expenditur es thr ough 
December, 1957. 

Prepared By Checked By Posted By 

AM I 

56- 17A $400 .. 00 

I 

Controller 
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S . L. Smith 
Director for Southern Office 

Julius Rosenwald -F-

Deor Miss Elvidge: 

tay 22, 1 

I hope to visit Nash County, 

North Carolina with Mr. Credle 

sometime in the near future and will get a complete 

report of the operating expenres of the demonstration 

in school plant rehabilitation for the first two years, 

including the total items for which the Fund is not 

matching. This will be helpful to us for comparison 

with the other demonstrations and will help to complete 

your files . I am planning to prepare a complete report 

on the Montgo~ery County and Nash County demonstrations 

as soon as the three-year period ends (in November) . 

SLS:MT 

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenw~ld Fund 
4901 Elli~ Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours , 



S . L . Smith 
Director for Southern Offieo 

Julius Rosenwald 
Southern Office 

Cotton States Building 

Nashville, Tennessee 

June 16, 1937 

Dear Miss Elvidge: When Lr. E!llbree was in Nashville 
rPcently he agreed to approve an 

allocation of $200. from the school plant rehabilitation 
fund to be used in helping to completely rehabilitate 
th~ first two Rosenwald schools built near Tuskegee in 
1915-14 - $100. eqch. Because the counties had no funds 
they could use for purchssing materials , the corru:1unities 
have been raising the money and Tuskegee stands ready to 
complete . the job as soon as enough money ir available to 
buy materials. Will you ple~se make this allocation 
officially on the records and notify me before going on 
your vacation? 

They hope to complete these jobs 
during the early summer, after which time we will make 
a complete report on the inoney which has been sent to 
the Alabama State Depurtment of Education, plus the $200. 
It was further agreed by lfr . Embree and me that we "Ould 
not re-alloc~te any further funds to the Tuskegee-Macon­
Lee County aemonstration. If you prefer you might issue 
check for $200. , to the Alabal?la State Department of Educa­
tion before you leave for your vacation. 

SLS:LIT 

Miss Dorotey A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosen,vald Fund 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chl.cago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours, 

f-~-~~ 



t 

lune 21, 1937 

D'3o.r t!r. Smith: In accordance wiLn your letter 

or June 16th I h~ve 3et up on 

a, recorde an allocation of $200 charged against t he 

school pl ant rehabilitetion fund for rehabilitating 
I 

the first two Rosenwald schooln buil t nenr Tuskegee 

in 1915-14. When t his money is needed kindly write 

Ira . Merrill i n this offi ce &nd she will send you a 

check. Later on ffe eh.ell need the us~al certified 

stnt ement of expenditures showing the dispooition of 

t he f'und . 

DE;AM 

llr. S. L. Smith 
502 Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Very trul y yours, 

' ' t1 tr 

) 



COMMONWEAL TH OF KENTUCKY 

irpurtmrnt nf f~utntintt 
FRAN KFORT 

November 4, 1937 

Mr. S. L. Smith 
Cotton States Building 

Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

FILE REFERENCE, 

I enclose bill for printing the two 
report forms used this year in School Improvement 
and Beautification Contest. One of these is a 
two-page report form used by individual schools 
in reporting to the county superintendents and the 
other is the four-page form that serves both as 
a tabulated outline of the improvement items and 
as report form for use of county superi ntendent 
in reporting to this Department at the close of 
the contest. We will appreciate it if the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund can send check to take care of 
these items as follows: 

500 Kentucky School Improvement 
Contest forms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 9. 31 

500 Kentucky School Plant 
Improvement forms........... 6.29 

Total ........ $15.60 

Yours truly, 

l.12:fcu,~ 
LNT/ac 



~fate of @hla~nnm 

:!Beparlment of JuhHr Jlnstrurlion 

Mr . S. L. Smith 

A. L. CRABLE, SUPERINTENDENT 
M. G . ORR. A ssT. SuP&:RJNTEND£NT 

@huiqomn <llitt? 
"ovember 9, 1937 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Cot ton Stat es Building 
nashville, Termessee 

Dear , .. r. ,mi th: 

l 

The County Superintendent of Tulsa County visited this 
office this morning, and told me of improvements that 
have been made in the Snake Cr eek School , Separate 
District #69, in Tulsa County, Oklahoma. The school 
building burned l ast winter. A nine room stone b-:rlld­
ing, 1261 x 541 has been erected and equipped at a cost 
of $20,000. This was paid entirely from county funds . 
A VlPA project in the amount of 9 , 700 . has been a!)".Jroved 
for landscaping and otherwise i- roving the new plant . 
The school was moved back from the road and buil t on the 
old site . 

The name of the school was changed from Snake Creek School 
to The W. T. Vernon School , in District #69 , Tulsa County . 
The old Sna."lte Creek school was aided by the Rosenwald Fund, 
fi r st to provide a two- teacher school, and second to provide 
an addition to the two- teacher school . Two addi t ions of 
one room each were made to the original Snake Cr eek building 
before it was burned. 

I am sending you this information i l\ order that you may 
make a reoor d of i t in your files . 

EAD fc 

~l~ 
• J,. . ;.), lke 

::>tate .Agent 



S. L. Sm,th 
Director for Southern Office 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Southern Office 

Cotton States Building 

Nashville, Tennessee 

November 24, 1957 

Dear Miss Elvidge : I am attaching a statement 
from PAr. L. N. Taylor of 

Kentucky for material to be used in the improvement 
and beautif ication of rural schools this pr esent 
year - a total of $15 . 60 . At the request of the 
Kentucky State Department of Education early last 
spring, we promised to assist them in print i ng these 
forms . This may be charged either to the Rosenwald 
School Day or the school plant rehabilitation program, 
whichever you prefer. Check should be i ssued to The 
State J ournal Company , Frankfort, Kentucky. 

SLS: MT 

Miss Dorotey A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , I llinois 

Sincerely yours, 



Julius Rosenwald Fund -n.Ji. 
To 

The S te Journal Coinpaey 

Frankfort, lentu.clq' 

Your e~tument dat,d ll/5/S7 rors 

4901 Ellis Avenue fl 
CHICAGO ' -Payment Voucher No. 5898 

Date Bove.mbcr re, 1957 

500 Kectucky School l~provQcnt Contest Forme " - - - - - - - - - f9.Sl 

600 Kentucky chool Plwit ImproToment Fonts - - - - - - - - - - - 6. 29 

f15 ,6Q 

Ck.#18674 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Rehabilitation of Rural School• $15.60 

Prepareda Checked by Posted by 

) 

Credit 

Comptroller 
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S. L. Smith 
Director for Southern O ffiee 

Dear Miss Elvidge: I had a conference in early 
December with Mr. Lambert and 

Dr. Patterson relative to the completion of the 
rehabilitation of the first two Rosenv,ald schools 
in Macon and Lee Counties , Alabama. Dr. Patterson 
stated that the department of trades is working on 
the program, but that it could not be completed by 
the end of the year, as they are using two or three 
advanced trades students to do the work. They were 
sure the buildings would be rehabilitated as planned 
and that complete reports of expenditures and projects 
would be made to the Fund sometime in the early spring. 
I hope this meets with your approval . 

Dr. Hamon, with the full approval 
of Dr. Garrison of Peabody College, agrees to supervise 
the county demonstrations in school plant rehabilitation 
in Coahoma and Greenville Counties and the landscape 
project in Virginia. He will make complete reports to 
you just as I did and will, if you desire , approve the 
expenditures and forward to you for f urther plcy'ments. 
He expects to u se the results of these experiments in 
helping to extend this type of service over wide areas 
of the South under the auspices of the Interstate School 
Building Service. If this meets with your approval I 
suggest that you ~rite directly to Dr. Ray L. Hamon, 
Peabody College . He would hesitate to go ahead with this 
work until he hears from you. As he has been Secretary 
to the School Plant Rehabilitation Committee and has worked 
with me closely for the past three and a half years be is 
familiar with these demonstrations . 

SLS:MT 

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, I llinois 

Sincerely yours , 

J.J7..~~ 

f-5 . . ~~ 
"i-,y LQ..J. " • , J:r 

~uL ' ~ s .~. 


