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Selma Hortense G. Burke
.« Deseription of eet, its charscter, scope and si icance——

As a vroject worthy of consideration for fellowship in the
Rosenwald fund, I oropose:

To make a special investigation of native North American stones and
woods perticularly suited to sculpture; to test, catalogue, and mske available
to students and teachers of sculpture the results of my investigation.

To obtain definite knowledge, I must first find the materials; then
carefully test their adaptability to sculpture, in some cases executing pieces
to prove the worth of the materials.

My observations during the four years I have studied at Columbia
have proven to me that such 2 crojeet is of vitael importance to American
sculpture. During the summer school of 1939, I frecuently discussed sculpture
and seulptural materials with teacher-students who were teachers and heads of
art departments in schools and colleges throughout America. MNost of them had
M.A. degrees. Out of fifty teachers, only five had done some carving in wood in
low reliefs; and none, apparently, had ever worked in stone; nor had they any
extensive knowledge of native permanent materials for sculpture.

Most sculptors and students of seu pture think of permanent materials
generelly in terms of foreign stones, such as Belgian black marble, Belgian
granite, Carrare (Italian) merble, African onyx, ete. These imported stones
are tremendously expensive and the sculptor or student is too often handicapped
by his inability to buy materials. So extencive is the use of foreign stone in
America that it constitutes a considerable industry ebroad. Americen stones
are relatively little known or used, though many are equal to the foreign pro-
duct in both texture and permency. For examnle, York fossil is a bezutiful
black stone similar to Belgian marble and ~qually durable, but known to few

sculptors; Georgia pink marble is similar to exoensive Greek marbles; Tennessee
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and Vermont furnish fine marbles for sculoture, and Americen granites are equal to
the imported varities, There are meny other even lesser known stones in America

that lend themselwes to the sculptor's chisel.

In addition to the importance that such compiled date as I contemnlate
would have for American sculptors and students, the movement might, in time,
have more far-reaching results. The use of American stone by well-known sculp-
tors would vromote such materials for wider acceptaﬁce in American building.

In addition to carrying out the above projeet, my plan would be to
continue my studies at Columbia University for another year or year and a half,
taking additional work in the history of art, the study of the humen figure,

and courses in geology, geometry and botany.

2 = Present state of oroiect znd expectation zs to completion -

Work on the project has so far been limited to research in the
iibrary of Columbia University and the public libraries of New York City. I
have been unable to find any published work or compiled data dealing with
permanent sculptural materisls to be found in Amerieca.

I estimate that the necessary geological research, actual testing
of materials with hammer and chisel and compiling of dats will require at

least one year.

2. = Where and under whose authority work would be carried on -
The work would be carried on under the supervision of the dean and

associate teachers of the School of Architecture of Columbia University.

4s — Expectation as to publication or use of the results of study -

I expeet to use the knowledge gained in carrying out my project

in my future work of teaching sculpture. My findings, in published form,
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could also be made available to architects, sculptors and students of
sculpture throughout America. I plan also to make further sculptural studies
of outstanding Negro characters.

5. — Subsecuent plang—-

I plan only to try to improve my work as a sculptor and to give

to students the benefit of what I have learned.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
A 4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Selma Hortense Burke

Report Requested of__ Dr. Albert Einstein

Princeton Research Institute

Princeton, New Jersey

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

. Director for Fellowships

REPORT

T
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‘ 1 know Miss Burke as a fellow-student of my daughter

|

‘ in the Columbia Art-Department. Her personality and

| ability have found recognition with her teacher and
her colleagues. I also believe that the ihvestigation
she proposes could be worthwile and that she has the

experience to carry it through.

%(M{A‘;‘J ¢

Professor Albert Binstein.
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed

Position or Title

Address 112 lMercer Str, Princeton N.I.

DateDecembar 12 10720
e 1L o Jpe = R y LSS

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



OUTLINE OF ART DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM
OF SEIMA H. BURKE
(To be presented as a Summer Lyceum Activity)

I propose to present to the Summer School teacher=
student body in the North Carolina State Colleges some tan=-
gible and concrete information on the technique of the sculptor
in the form of lectures and demonstrations. For example, I
would set up a portrait head in clay, choosing from the group
my subject. This would give the group much first heand ine
formation and would acquaint the teacher-student with the
physical and creative work that goes to meke a piece of sculp-
ture.

During the past year the President of the United
States urged for the country a National Art Week. He felt
that the wider dispersing of art informetion and the more
extensive exposure of the populace to art works would enhance
the growth of culture among the people of the country. 1
would suggest to the teacher-student that he try to stimu-
late the creative ability of pupils interested in art, thus
encouraging participation in the observance of National Art
Week in the manner that merks the observance of the National
Negro Education week, the National Negro History week, the
national holideys, etec. This would be in line with the move=-
ment for art appreciation which has been launched by the
President.

My plan is to present my program at four Negro
colleges, spending one school week at each college. The ses=
sions could be one hour or more per day. This could be ar=-
ranged to suit the program of each separate college. The
cost of various necessary materieals would be about Twenty
($20.00) Dollars. These materials sare: 100 pounds of clay,
plaster for casting and a pedestal which could be built at
the school.

The completed piece of sculpture would be left at
the college as a part of the school's art collection.



April 4, 1940

My dear Hiss Burke: If you would like to sub-

nit some of your work for
the consideration of our art jury, will you plesse
have it at the gallery of W. 5. Budworth & Son,
424 Viest 52nd Street, New York, by Tuesdsy, April
4 4

The jury will go over the
various exhibits on Wednesday, dpril 10, and we
should like to have you pick up your work as soon
as possible after that date.

Very truly yours,
Georce M. ReynoLps

Kew York, N. Y.
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December 28th, 1940

zmﬁw
Mr. Geo. s+ Renolds,

Director For Fellowship, : b= db{f%;___
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
490 Ellis Avenus,
Chicago, TIll.

iy dear Mr. Reynolds:-

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you
for conslidering me as one to recommend candiflates for
the Fellowship.

In addition, I would 1like to say that in suggesting
possible candidates for the Fund, I am taklng into
consideration the noble worlk thls fund is doing and realize

the Importance and responsibility of my choilces,

I respectfully submit the names of these three people
who I sincerely believe would in thelr respective places
in the world, further the purpose of the Juljus Rosenwald
Fund.,

/ Hiss Lila Shelby'
557 Merrick Street
Shreveport, Lae.

Miss Shelby i1s at present a Student at the Art Dept.
of Columbia University. In speaking to the Director of
the Art Department with “egprds to liss Shelby, aside from
my own observations, Professor Frank Machau hlmhlv
recomrmends Miss Shelby. I hope that by th time you have
already received cgrrespondence from Miss helby.

William Chase
435 West 66th Street
New York City.

Mr. Chase whom I have known for elght years or more,
is & Journalist, though I do not know what phase of
Journalism he would apply for to the Rosenwald Fund. I
have read his column for a great many years and observed
through his political cartoons that he has much to say

and I feel certain that 1f given the oppoptunity in some
specific way, lir. Chase has the echances ior-great SVecess.e
‘ﬁﬁ\ Ellis Wilson

2
M e 125 Bast 18th Streot
\7y* New York City.

I recommend Mr. Wilson on the basis of hils art, as I



(continued)

feel he hes the possibilities of a great artist snd I feel
that with the ald of the Rosenwald Mand, Mre Wilson could
accomplish & great deal of what he has hoped to in his

field.

I W ould like to say further that I would 1like you to
feel free to callupon me at all times for any information
that I can possibly assist you with,

Sincerely yours,

Selma Hortense Burke

SEZ’"“* N, Buhﬁ?
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Application for reappointment should be filed by February 15, 1941, Please attach
six copies of a report of your progress under your present grant, and of your plen
of work for the coming year.

Name Selma Hortense G. Rurke

Present address 148 East. Twentyeeighth Street . New York, N. Y.
Permanent address ﬁ; Burke Lene, Mooresville, N, C.

Pield SCULPTURE

Concise statement of plan of work  orogtiye soulpture snd research on

sculptor,

If fellowship is renewed, where and how do you propose to spend your time?

Sen Carlos, Mexico City, D. F.

Under whose supervision?

Columbia Iniversity  New York, N. X
For what period are you requesting a renewal? T b1, 1942

Present status of work toward degree

T T

List as referenges persons under whom you have worked during your present fellowship

Publications, if any, since you were awarded a fellowship

Are you applying elsewhere for a fellowship? If so, where? No

Do you plan to return to your former position? : £ ¢ nt tudent
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August 14, 1941

Mr, Wiliiem G, Haygood Wut| | S bsGH Yy 0
4901 Fllis Avenue
Chicago, Iil. miw 2

Dear Wr, Haygood:

In accordence with your request of jugugt 6th, which I lreceived
on the 1lth instant, I am returning the quest EiT R
tion ag fits my case. The guestionnaire seems to apply to academic
projects rather then to senlpture.

Thinking that possibly in the course of reorzanizaticn, you/have
loet sight of wmy outline of setivities during the year 1940 which I
submitted in February 1941, I am enclosing e copy of same herewith.

Since that time, I have made a tour of my native state, North
Carolina, for the purpose of furthering my vroject (the study of native
North Amwerican sculpture media) and the cultursl intereste of Negroes.

This trip, financed with the last of my fellowship money, wes to
have been the {irst laep on & planned trip to Mexico where I expected to
study at the Academie San Carlos in Mexieo City snd investigate sculp-
ture materials in thet viecinity.

At thet time, I had, I thought, good reason to expect that the
fellowghip would be renewed for another year, as I had made good use of
my first year's funds; =nd that money fo continve my MeXdcen project would
be forthcoming. When the renewal failed to meterislize, I was obliged to
sbandon my plans end return to Hew York,

However, I was sble to accomplish a considerable _program in North
Carclina, of which the following is a summery:

Chariotte, N. C.

Jdohnson C, Smith Universgity

Delivered lecture to art class and en informal
talk to student body. Arrangements made by
Prof, Grigsby.

second Werd Hich School

Delivered address to student body, at the reqguest
of Dr. Grigsby, principel (father of Prof. Grigsby.)
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Statesvilie, N.C.

Cool Springs High School (a model school of North Carolina)

Addressed students in art

Stony CGrove County School, Prof. Mason C., Miller, Principal

Tallked to student body.

Mooregville, N.C.

Negro Junior High School - Prof. Woods, Principal
Addressed student sssembly

Mooresville High School (white)
fwo Junior High Schools (white)

Delivered lectures, illustrsted with smell
pieces of sculpture in stone snd olester and
photograchs of work in various North American
media; pointing out suitable local materials
for csrving and sculpture.

Baptist Church (white)
Lectured on sculpture trends in America today

Mooregvilie Womeng Club (white)

Lecture on sculpture and architecture in America
and abroad. FRequest of Mrs. Conn Johnson, President
of Voman's Club,

In addition to the ebove program, while visiting Mooresville I
wede & bust of Dr, W, D, McLellen, Chief Surgeon of Lowrence Memorial Hos-
pital, which was presented to the Hooresville Publie Library at the re-
guest of patrons of that institution. Dr. Mclellan is well known and liked--
almogt revered--throughout that section. Literally the whole town turned
out for the presentetion--the Meyor; principals, teschers and students of
sehools; professional and business men end their wives. = o1

Because of the enthusissm created by my lectures and what they con-
sidered extrasordinary accomplishments for a Negro, Mrs. Clay Williams, who
donated the library to the town, presented to the librery = complete set
of books on art, including the moderns., Up to that time, srt clesses had
not had sccdss to needed resesrch material.

It wes remarkable that in the sudience no distinction wes made
between black and white, A friendly interest and lack of discrimination
were shown,

On the strength of my work there amd the attention it called to
Negro culture, Mrs, Clarence Hacleely, wife of & leading bsnker, suzsested
thet my sister who is interested in drematics have her group give a play;
the proceeds to go to the Negro Community Cemter., Mrs, Macleely srranged
for a white auditorium end the play was so well attended by townefolk that
sufficient money was raised to build and psint a much needed porch for the
Negro Community Center.



Thege incidents were concrete examples of the interest and
good feeling arcused, which will have an ever widening influence toward
better relations between the races, and more opportunities for the Negroes.
I feel that meny influentisl persons were for the first time msde sware tht
Negrcoes have more then song snd dence sbility and became interested in doing
something about it, Certain it is that these were things not ordinerily
done in the South without long and laborious effort.

All the good I heve accomplished hag been made possible by
the Rosemwsld Fellowship, for which I am deeply grateful, both for myself
and for my rece.

Since returning to New York I have done one piece in North Cerolina
blue marble; modeled a figure in clay; have completed & bust of Mr., Walter
Vhite's son; and am currently working on a bust of A. Phillip Randolph,
President of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.

Under separate cover, I am sending photograpghs of recent work
and clippings from North Cerolina papers.

Sincerely yours,

Selma H, Burke

,&&M—'ﬁ. /3,«.‘»——4;.
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Name Selms Hortense Burke Field:Art-Sculpture

Director, Bchool of Sculpture
88 East 10th Street, New York City

Plan of Work To make an intensive study of North American Forest Woods, particularly
adasptable to sculpture; to photograph and compile in bound form results
of research in wood and stone.

Requests grant for one year beginning in June, 1947.

Applied 1941

Personal Data Born Mooresville, North Carolina, January 1910 Age: 37
Single, no dependents Draft Status: None

Undergraduate Work Slater State Normal, Winston Salem, N.C., 1921, diploma
Graduate Nurse, St. Agnes Hospital, 1924, diploma
Columbia University, School of Art, 1936-41

Graduate Work

Experience Sculptor, WPA Art Project, New York, 1936-37, $1200; teacher, WPA Art
Project, New York, 1937-38, $1000; teacher, private instruction, 1938-39, $220;
motor division, US Navy Motor Corporation, Brooklyn, 1941-43, $2000; teacher, '
Studio Workshop, 1943-46, $1200; teacher, school of sculpture, 1945-,3600.

Accomplishments Negro Business & Professional Women's Club; Internsztional League for
Peace and Freedom; Penn. Art Critic; Friends of Democracy Youth Group; Chair-
man, Art Committee Riverdale Children Asso.; Chairmsn, Continuation Fund
Bethune Cookman College; Commissioned to do Roosevelt Plaque, Col. Hayward
Plague; Commissioned to do Portrait Bust of Dr. Mary M. Bethune; Guest
sculptor, Yaddo, 1946.

Fellowships: Julius Rosenwald Fund, 1940, $1400; Monitorship, 1939-40, $164;
Beehler Steel Works Scholarship, Vienna, 1937, $3000.

References
Mary McLeod Bethune, Daytona Beach, Florida

Sarah Newmeyer, Museum Modern Art, New York City

Bernard Davis, Northwood Textile Mills, Philadelphia

Leland Stowe, Bronxville, New York Budget Summary
Elizabeth Ames, The Corporation of Yaddo, New York

Total Amount Needed $2720

From Applicant 220
From Fund 2500

S
L
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e AMOUNT GRANTED
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1, Description of the project, its character, scor e, and significance.'
As 8 progeot worthy of considerat*on for fellowship in the
Rosenwald fund, I submlt the follomlng

. To carve nine logs of wood, five and six foot tall, of North
American growth, varying in kind, offered for study to me by
Mr. Thomas Luther - 11 Madlson Avenue, Sanatoga Sorings, New York
who 1is a Director at Yaddo Copporationh, Saratoga Springs, New York.
Botanist snd Colonel in the United States Army in charge of reforestation
of the Black Forest in Germany.

With thie personal gift I can carve these woods and test their
adaptability to sculpture. z

During this past summer I was guest sculptor at Yaddo. Here I
- was relieved of the responsibilities of the chores of the dasy, which
galned for me an invalueble perspective towards formulating ideas in
relation to the carving of wood sculptures. Uy discoveries in working
with these woods thus far are proving very beneficial,

This knowledge of native permsnent woods could be very practical
for teacher and student of sculpture. The economical and physical
impropities could be made known.

lMost Seulptors and students of sculpture regard foreign woods as
oi superior quality for permanent works, Little 1s known of our North
ANERican Forest possessions in wood and therefore they have been
neglected in their uses. These are less expensive and therefore could
be used to greater advantage by sculptors and recommended more highly
by teachers of sculpture. May I give a few names of some of our loecal
species of trees applicable to -sculpture which I hope to chisel and com-

plile data on these projects--

Quercus ruba-—=-- red oak

Juglans cinerea L---—butternut-white walnut

Quercus velutina Lam--black ozk, yellow oak

Tilie americange-ee--= whitewood, basswood, bee tree, lime

" Picea Abies (L) Karst--norway spruce

Juglana nigra L --- black walnut

Betuls lutea Michx., fo =--«=- yellow birch

Betula papyfifera Marsh --- paper birch, canoce birch, white birch

Many times during my lecture tours of the South and the Horth I

am approached by teachers and students to suggest suitable woods for

carving. Colleges and public schools feel that foreign woods &are most
suitable. The reason for this 1ls the lack of knowledge of our own
treasured possessions In our own American Forests which are less expen-
sive than foreign woods. I would like to make available to schools and
colleges a pamphlet contalning the various woods and in what parts of
America - they may be found and their suitability to students of sculpture;
thereby keeping the students enthusiasm and hils interests in sculpture
at an enthusiastic level.

88 Gast 10th Otreet, Mew Yauk City, Phone (%9{ 7-%276
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Generally local woods for carving like stone is still the
students handicap because they do not know what 1s suitable and
accessable. '

Carrara (Italian) marble has mede Italy famous and this material
is used all over the world. When speaking of sculpture in stone one feels
Carrara 1s the permanent material.

North American Woods possess egusl gualities of those of foreign
countries-yet unknown due to the lack of educatlng the world of theilr
existance yet within easy reach of the American Sculptor.

Only one month ago while delivering a lecture at the Vassar Club
here in New York I was asked to suggest a book or pesmphlet where some
knowledge pertalning to Americsn materials in wood and stone could be
found. H ere as so often before I immediately realized the necessity for
a reference book where these materials could be found nearest our
oun locality and their important gualities for sculpture.

Thus far my consultations with experts on this sbbject of North
American Woods have resulted in confusion and contradiction all along.
Each has his own pet idea about them, whereas I intend to actually work
with these woods so that the Information and knowledge I intend to give
the world will be first hand, truthful, and simple--

2 Present state of the project and expectation as to completion.
iy work on thils project thus far has been to acguire these nine
loge varying in kind.

I deem it necessary to devote eighteen months to the actual working
with this maeterial and compiling the data gained from this researsh.

Se Where work would be carried on and authorities with whom 1t would
be done.
The work would be carried on at my studio and at the school of
sculpture with frequent consultations of Botanist, Mr., Thomas Luther,
of Saratoga Springs, New York.,

4, Expectatlion as to publication or use of results of my study.

I expect to compile all my findings in pamphlet form with
photogrephs for the use of teachers and students in sculpture, schools
and colleges.

88 Gast 10th Stueet, Mew York City, Phane GR. 7-2276
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I also plan to use this knowledge gained by me to further
my teachings of sculpture in wood and stone, and in my own creative
undertakings.

Se Subsecuent plans for my carreer.
I plan to create a group of wood carvings for exhibition and a
permanent place in American Sculpbure by an American Negro Sculptor.

88 Gast 10th Dtreet, Mew York City, Phone GR. 7-%276
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Name 8e1ma Hortense Geneva Burke Field: Art

29 Fast 28th Street
New York City

Plan of Work

To continue the study of sculpture, following an organized program,
and making a special investigation of native North American stones and woods
particularly suited to sculpture.

Wishes to work at Columbia University, under Mr. Frank Mechau snd
Mr, Oronszio Maldarelll., Has been admitted. Seeks no degree. Probable duration
of study two years, beginning September, 1940. Will not return to present position,

Personal Data

Undergraduate Work

Graduate Work

Experience

Accomplishments

Publications:

References

Born Mooresville, North Carolina, Jamuary, 1910 Age: =0

Classes in sculpture at Columbia University, 19%26-39

Graduate nurse, trained at St, Agnes Hospital,
Raleigh, North Carolina

Sculptor, WPA Art Project, New York, 1956-57, $1200,
Teacher, WPA Art Project, Harlem Art Center, 1837-39, §1000.
Private teacher, 1958-39, §220.

Many pieces of seulpture.

Oesterreichische Kunst, Vienna, July-October Issues, 1937; Art News,
New York City, 1958; articles in New York Times, New York Herald
Tribune, Pittsburgh Courier, Philadelphia Tribune, Chicago Defender,
Afro-American, New York Age, ete,

Mr, Walter White, National Assn. for Advancement of Colored People
4y, Oronszio Maldarelli, Columbia University
Mr, Frank Mechaw, Columbie University

%rr. Leopold Arnsud, Dean, Columbia University Hodaut ety

r. Alberd Einstein, Princeton Research Institute

lir. Charles Studin, Lewyer, New York City L e *15%55'00;;
From Fund $1500,00

AMOUNT GRANTED

cItE COPY
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LETTERE OF REFERENCE

ma Hortens

Mr, Leopold Arneud, Dean, School of Architecture, Columbia University

Misg Burke has been enrolled in our c¢lasses since 1986,
studying sculpture under Oronzic Maldarelli. Being seriously handicapped
financially? she hos been unable to follow a complete program, which she
greatly needs to round out both her general knowledge end her specialized
training.
. 4 gifted sculptress, her work has sttracted considerable
attention, and 4% is our opinion that with time and edequate training she
should develop into a creative artist of real worth., 4 fellowship would
enable Miss Burke to pursue & planned curriculum thet would provide train-
ing and stimulus, both of which she needs equally.

Miss Burke also hes an interesting ides which she
wishes to develop in comnectlon with her training in sculpture: to investi-
gate the North American stones and woods particularly suited to sculpture.
Many of these materials, though known, are little used at presenmt, while
others that offer great possibilities in texture and color sre selmost unknown,
Her findings might be of real value to artistic production.

I take pleasure in recommending Miss Selma Burke for your

congideration.

- e e e e

Mr, Prank Mechsu, Associate in Drawing and Peinting, Columbia University
Mise Burke is & person of fine intelligence and charscter.
Her work here hes been first rete. In my opinion, Miss Burke's program is

a broad and well integrated one, well fitted to & sculptor's need.

- e o - -
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21li, Associate in Seulpture, Columbia University

I have knomn Selms Burke for over five years.
£he has been my pupil in Sceulpture st Columbia University for three years.
Her performance in this fleld has been consistently excellent. She pos~
sesges natural talent snd I heve grest hopes for her eventual artistie
development, Her personslity is very humsn and she 1s endowed with great
integrity. She has been handicapped in her work having to pericdically
abandon her studies, owing to finsncisl difficulties. If awarded the
Juliue Rosenwald Fellowship, I believe i3 will be a grest help und impetus
to spur this worthy student on to achievement,

I have read her plan of study cerefully and
approve of it entirely.

- e e o

ein, Princeton Reseurch Institute, Princeton, New Jersey
1 know Hise Purke as a fellow-student of my daughter
in the Columbie Art Department., Her personslity and sbility have found
recognition with her $eacher and her collsagues. I slso believe that the
iavestigation she propogses could be worthwhile end thet she has the experi-
ence to carry it through,

e

Nr, Wslter White, Secretary, Nationsl Associetion for the Advancement of
Colored People, €9 Fifth Avenue, New York City

I have seen only photographs of Miss Burke's work, but
she ceme to me with very high commendation from persons better quslified than
I %o judge the srtistic merit of her work. These included distinguished
sculptors and professors at Columbia University.

Miss Durke's project sppears to be of very considerable
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importence. OSuccess of her proposed imvegtigetion of netive Horth
Asmericen stones and woods particularly suited to seulpters should be

of enormous value.

- . as am

Attorney-at Law, New York City

I have known Selme Burke for a number of yeers. OShe is
one of the rare people of thie world. O8he has gresatl cherm, great honor, ine
vineible courage and unflagging devotion to her wrk. You can jJudge wy
opigion of Ler from the fact thet I am glving & party ln her honor at my
epartment this aif'terncon and have invited to it sowe of the most lmportant
figures in the world of art end otherwise who live in New York City.

#hile I am not gualified to pses Judgment on her work as
an artist, I cen bear witness that she iz highly esteemed by sore of the
best srtists. I have a pleve of her work in my house which has been much
sdatired.

I should select irliu Burke &g a person who would succeed
in anything that she undertock and it may well be thet she is destined to
become one of the outetending artists of our time.

I have tried to eonvey in this sketchy way that Migs
Burke is & resl person ané that if the Hosenwald Fund pees fit to choose her
for one of its fellowships, it may be sure that it is meking no mistake.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Selma Hortense Burke

Report Requested of  Mr. Charles Studin

12 East 10th Street

New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristic:v. anc_l qu;liﬁcations,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the ﬁel.d
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. -

enge 7/

T4

{+ AA g :-.\.f

Director for Fellowships

REPORT I have known Selma Burke for a number of years., She is
~one of the rare people of this world. She has great charm, great honor,
|invincible courage and unflagging devotion to her work.

| You can judge of my opinion of her from the fact that I am
giving & party in her honor at my apartment this afternoon and have
'invited to it some of the most important figures in the world of art
‘and otherwise who live in New York City,

| While I am not qualified to pass judgment on her work as
an artist, I can bear witness that she is highly esteemed by some of
ithe best artists. I have a piece of her work in my house which has
been much admired,

I should seleet Miss Burke as a person who would succeed
in anything that she undertook and it may well be that she is destined
\to become one of the outstanding artists of our time,

I have tried to convey in this sketchy way that Miss Burke
'is a real person and that if the Rosenwald Fund sees fit to choose her

\for one of its Fellowships, it may be sure that it is making no mistake,
| .

OVER
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

She is certainly free from personality handicaps and would satisfactorily
f£ill any position that she undertakes,

Signed M&««QD.A. H‘ &A_Am

Position or Title Attorney-at-Law

Address____12 East 10th Street, New York City, N.—¥,
Date. December 16th, 1939,

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
?\ 4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate______Miss Selma Hortense Burke
Report Requested of__ #r. Walter White

———MNational Association for the Advancement of Colored People
ey 69 Fifth Aggg@! New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

\leogroe /71 Vo td,

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

! I have seen only photographs of Miss Burke's work but she csme to
i

1 me with very high commendation from persons better qualified than
r'

]

I to judge the artistic mérit of her work. These included

[N

distinguished sculptors and professors st Columbis University.

Miss Burke's project appears to be of very considerable importance,
Success of her proposed investigstion of native North American

stones and woods particularly suited to sculptors should be of

enormous value.

i ; OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed :

-~
Position or Title 1S4 1)\.W
Addreua _ %,_ ‘i—'ié‘ A (s% A

ﬁ %W‘L Date 2/21 &? . fqga?

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.

B




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate_ Miss Selma Hortense Burke

Report Requested of_ Mr. Orongzio Maldarelli

__Columbia Univergity

New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration o_f the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

._!‘
[

Director for Fellowships

5 MP JZM ua &4.951:‘/\'

REPORT
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold

a posiu:nzgzzizg him opportunity to utilize his abilities? WMT
‘“’w»wfb S -

. M
slgm% kst y o :
Position or Title s W—j\-ﬂ\‘ . ,;! : ““J""L“",

Address €M BatQ . HLLJ‘ G § GUW(C'-UA M-MQ_
Date A/M '30 /959

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Selms Hortense Burke

Report Requested of Mr. Frank Mechau

Columbia University

New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. _ _
4 { \. ’ £ L

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Dear Mr. Reynolds:

Miss Burke is & person of fine intelligence and character.
Her work here has been first rate.

In my opinion, Miss Burke's program is a broad and well
integrated one, well fitted to a sculptor's need.

Sincerely yours,

Agsociate in
Drawing and Painting

| OVER
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

L

Signe

Position or Title Associate in Drawing and Painting , Columbis University

Address East Hell, Columbia University, 1145 Amsterdam Avenue, New York City
Date_1/3440

Please return to the Director for Fellowshi s, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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As a rrojeet worthy of consideration for fellowship in the
Rosenwald fund, I roposes

To make a gecial inveaptigation of native North Americsu stones and
woode psrtienlerly suilted to senlpture; to test, eslbalom, and meke available
to students and teschers of scu.pture the rerulis of sy investdigntion,

To obtein definite mowledge, I must first find the ssterisls; then
carefully test thelr adeptabl ity to scul: ture, in some cases executing ieces
to prove the worth of the materials,

My obeervations during the four years I have studied at Columbia
have 'roven to me thsat such & roject is of wvital isportance to Arerican
scul sture, During the summer school of 1939, I frecuently discussed sculpture
snd seu ptural meterisls with tescher-studeats who wers teachers and heads of
art de artuents in =c'ools and colleges throughout Americe. Nost of them had
M.A. degress, Out of fifty teachers, only Tive had done some carviug in wood in
low reliefs; and none, apparently, had ever worked in stone; nor had they any
extansive nowledge of native ermanent meterisle for seulplure.

Host sculotors and students of cu plure thisk of persanent materizls
generally iz terms of foreign stones, such ag Bzlgian black marble, Belgian
grsnite, Carrars (Italian) marble, Afriecan onyx, ete. Thene lmported stones
are tremendously exapensive snd the scuiplor or student is too often handicepped
by his inabliity to buy materials. So extensive is the use of foreign stone in
America thet 1t constitutes a considersble industry abrosd. American cstones
ere relatively little known or used, though weny sre esvual to the foreign pro-
duct in both texture and  ermsncy. For exam)ie, York fossil is a besutiful
bleck stone similer to Belgien merble and qually durable, but known to few

scu rtorsj Georgia pink marble is simi ar to ex en-ive Greek marbles; Tennegsee



Belms Hortense G. Burke -2-

and Vermont furnish fine mertles for seul ture, and American granites azre egual to
the ismported varities, There are many other even lesser rnown stones in America
that lend thesmselves to the seul torte chisel,

In addition to the im-ortance that such com iled date &8 I conten late
would have for Americsn scul tors snd students, the movement asight, in time,
have more [ar-reasching results, The use of Americen sione by mell-inown sculpe
tore would :romote such materislg for wider acce tunce in Auerican builiding.

In addition to carrying out the shove .rojeet, wy plan would be to
couti:me my studies et Columbia University for another yeur or yeur eand & half,

taking additional work in the history of art, the ctudy of the humen figure,

and courses ic geclogy, geowstry end botuny.

Work on the project hug so fer been  laited to resssrch in the
1ibrary of Columbia University snd the ublic libraries ol New York City, I
have been unable to find any rub . ished work or complied dute des ing with
sermsnent scu ptural msterials to be foumd in Assriea.

I estimate that the necessary geologicel research, actusl testing

of materials with hammer and chisel end compiling of data will require at

least one year,

The work would be carried on under the su ervigion of the dean and
associate teachers of the School of Architegture of Columble University.

I expect to use the mowledge gained in carrying out sy wroject
in sy future work of teaching scu piure. My Iindings, im ;ub ished form,
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eculd also be medes avel uble to archilects, sculutors snd students of
seulpture throughout Americe. I »lan also to make further seu stursl studies
of outetending Nsgro characters.

I plan only to try to imyrove ay work =s & sculptor :nd to give
to students the benefit of vhat I have lesrned,
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Columbia FUniversity ;
inthe Citpof AewPork

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE

November 27, 1939

N 7

Julius Rosenwald Fund
Fellowship Committee
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Gentlemen:

hiss_l,lma 3urke has informed me of her intention
to apply for e Julius Rosemwald Fellowship in order to con-
tinue her studies in sculpture at Columbia University.

Miss Burke has been enrolled in our clesses since
19368, studying sculpture under COronzio Maldarelli., Being
seriously handicapped financially, she has been unable to
follow & complete program, which she greatly needs to round
out both her general Iknowledge and her speciaslized training.

A gifted sculptress, her work has attracted consider-
able attention, and it is our opinion that with time and ade-
quate training she should develop into a creative artist of
real worth. A fellowship would enable liss Burke to persue
& plammed curriculum thet would provide training and stimulus,
both of which she needs equally.

Miss Burke also has an interesting idea which she
wishes to develop in connection with her treining in sculpture:
to investigate the North American stones and woods particularly
suited to sculpture. Many of these materials, though known,
are little used et present, while others that offer great pos-
sibilities in texture and color ere almost unknown, Her find-
ings might be of real wvalue to artistic production.

I take pleasure in recommending kiss Selme Burke

for your consideration.

Leo®ld Arnaud,
an

Respectfully yours,

LA:LV



Selma Hortense C. Burke

OUTLINE OF ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR 1940.

I. MONITOR TO FROFESSCR MALDYRELLI AT CCLUMEIA UNIVERSITY

In the School of Seculpture.

ET, SUMNER SCHCCL COURSES:
Drawing under Prof. T. Cornahan
History of Fine Arts under VNr. S. Wingert

Sculpture under Prof. 0. Malderelli

ITTe FALL TERN:
English under Prof. Merle Hoover
History of Fine Arts under Yr. E. }. Upjchn
Drewing under Prof. T. Cornshen
Drawing under Prof. Frank Mechau

Sculpture under Prof. €. Malderelli

Iv. CONFERENCES WITE SCULPTORS AND ARCYITECTS:
Williem Perrett, Sculptor, Pierment, N. Y.
Williem Zorsch, Sculptor, New York, N. Y.
John Cregery, Sculntor, New York, N. Y.
L. P. Adems, Architect, New York, N. Y.

Williem Lesceze, Architect, New York, ¥. Y.

Ve RESEARCH IN NUSEULS:

The Kuseum of Modern Art
Conferred with Miss Hussey

The Museum of Netursl History
Conferred with Dr. Vokes, Dr. BEough and Niss Gray.
Did extensive research,
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VI.

ViI.

VIII.

IX.

X

XIT,

— Page 2 -

DENCNSTRATIONS IN SCULFTUFE TECHNIQUE:
Hamden High School, New Heven, Conn.
Rutherford High School, Ruthkerford, M. J.

Winston-8alem Teachers Collere, Winston-Sslem, N. C.

INFCR¥VAL LECTTRES ON SCULPTURE:
Wietkins Chapel, A.M.E, Zion Church, Mooresville, M. C.

Winston-Saler Tezchers Collere, Winston=8Szlem, Y. C.

SCULPTURE EXEIBITICNS:
"One lMan Show", Winston-Salem Teechers Ccllege
Portrait, The Artists Gallery, New York, N. Y.
Portreit, 138th Street Library, New York, N. Y.
Portreit, The Art Callery, Columbia University
Mesk, The Modern Art Museum, University of Indiens
FORNULATED LYCEUM PROCERAY

(8ee atteched descriptiom of program.)

TRIPS TO QUAREIES:

Westerly, R. 1.
Rutlend, Ness.
Portland, Yeine
Brattleboro, N.
Richmend, Va.
Hidnite, W. C.
Tuckahoe, HW. Y.

¥
¥
-

PREPARATIONS FOR "ONE VAN SHOW" IN NEVW YCOEK

Tentetively Scheduled for Fall of 1941 at Columtia University
(Approvel of Dean Arnaud secured end publicity arrangements

discussed.)

WORK IN PROGRESS: LIFE SIZE FIGURE



LETITERS OF REFERENCE

Selma Hortense G. Burke

Leopold Arnaud, Dean, School of Architecture, Columbisa University.

Followng the plen of study which she submitted to the Rosen-
wald Committee, Miss Burke has registered in the University for several
courses, with speciel interest in her major field of Sculpture. We are well
acquainted with Miss Burke, ac she has been a student in our seulpture

clasges for several years.

The fellowship award has been of inestimeble benefit to
Migs Burke. It has sllowed her to receive a more rounded education, has
opened many new horizons for her, and hes allowed her to devote herself to
studies without the stress of finencisl worries. Miss Burke has reaped great
benefits from this year of work. If it is at 21l possible to do so, I
strongly recommend that the fellowship be renewed. Another yesr of serious
work, similer to the one she is now completing, would undoubtedly fik
Miss Burke for tesching in the Negro schools of the South, a¢ she intends to

doe

I teke pleasure in recommending Miss Selma Burke for your

serious consideration.

0. Mslderelli, Associate in Sculpture, Columbia University.

Miss Burke hes done some very constructive work at Columbia
during her Rosenwald period. Her plen to finish her fellowship in Mexico
is very good. I think the exposure 1o Mexicen art will be very bemeficiel
in her eventual development. I recommend her for en extension in the Rosen-

wald Fund for another year.



Selme Hortense G. Burke

Frank Mechsu, Director, Drawing, Pzinting, Sculpture, Columbia University.

Miss Burke, to my belief, has worked hard end well this past
year. I fear she tried to cover too much territory in line of duty barking
her shins along the scholestic line. Her sculpture is improving, which is the
importent thing. I hope you see fit to grant Mise Burke a renewsl - she is

2 worthy person.

M. M. Hoover, Aseistant to the Director, University Extension, Columbia University.

As an artist Miss Burke is exceptionsl., . . .

She wes a member of one of my classes in English last term. Here,
I am sorry to sey, my report is not so favoreble. Miss Burke claimed that she
wes doing too much work outside the classroom, with the result that she had no
time for her work in English., Whatever the cause may have been, she made slight
effort to do the required work, although her English is very immature.

If Miss Burke expects to carry out her cherished plans, she will
be called upon freguently to write and to speak. ©She ghould be able to use
clear and effective English. I would suggest that one of the stipuletions for
e renewal of her fellowship should be that Miss Burke meke an honest and

vigorous effort to improve her English.

RW
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April 17, 1940

Desr Hiss Burke: It is a pleasure to inform
you thal you have been se-
lected by the Commitiee on Fellowships of the
Julius Rosemmald Fund to receive a grant of
One thousand four hundred dollars (§1,400) to
assist you in carrying forward your studies in
sculpture at Columbia University for one yesr
beginning in September, 1940.

Please lel us know at once
if you can accept this grant. 4&n official an-
nouncensnt of the Commititee's selections for
the year will be made soon and it can include
only those from whom acceptances have been re-
ceived.

Very truly yours,
mm P "._- = ey - ~ E s

m Iﬂrk, H. Ia



FELLOWSH| P”B

ACCOUNT——HNegro Fellowghips APPROPRIATION No.

NAME OF STUDENT ___Zelume Hortense Burke —
e A RS PR T R AL SRR,
ADDRESS

INSTITUTION ATTENDING _ Columbia University
INSTITUTIONAL POSITION__ Private teacher =

SPECIFIC FIELD____ Seulglure

STATEMENT OF OFFER
GHR to Missa Burke - 4/17/40s

AMOUNT OF OFFER—— 814400 PAYMENT DATES o
CHECKS PAYABLE TO B
TIME PERIOD OF OFFER—One year -

APPROVED BY— el AUTHORIZED BY Y =28

PAYMENTS

DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT




29 East 28th Street
New York, NEW YQORK
April 19, 1940

A2 ptlo

Mr. George M. Reynolds,

Director for Fellowships

The Julius Roserwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue : i
Chicago, Illinois =

My dear lMr. Reynolds:

Your letter, informing me that I hed been selected
by the Committee on Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwsld
Fund to receive a grant of One thousand four hundred dol-
lars to continue my studies at Columbia University, brought
me great joy.

It is with decp gratitude that I accept the grant
and, humbly realizing the responsibility it places upon
me, I pledge a zealous pursuit of knowledge ocut of which
I trust may develop some achievement worthy of such benev-
olence.

With sincerest thanks, I am
Most respectfully "yours,

il e me’u

Selme. Hortense Burke




May 1, 1940

Dear Misc Burke: When you are ready to begin

work under your fellowship
grant, kindly submit & payment plan that will meet
your needs. It is customary for Fellows to prefer
payment either in monthly or quarterly installments,
but if another plsn is more agreeable to you do not
hesitate to suggest it.

Very truly yours,

DorotHy A. ELvingt

New York City



May 7, 1940

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Miss Elvidge:

In answer to your letter I should so like
to begin work on my fellowship grant

June i, 1940 and the payment plan which

is preferable for me would be the following,
Three hundred dollars for June and one hun-
dred twenty-five dollars per month there-
after, -

If this is agreeable, may I also suggest
that the checks be sent to the prydocks
Saving Bank to be accredited to my ace-
count. ‘The address of this branch is
The Drydocks Seving=Institution,

742 Lexington Avenue at 59th Street,

New York City.

Sincerely,

Selma Hortense Burke
29 East 2 Street

New York City



May 9, 1940

Dear Miss Burke: The payment plan ocutlined in

your recent letter is entirely
agreeable to us. I shall see that you receive $3500
on June 1, $125 on the lst of each month from July 1
to and including February 1, 1941, and a finsl pay-
ment of $100 on March 1.

¥We shall send these checks to
the Drydocks Savings Institution in New York to be
deposited to your account.,

Very truly yours,

DoROTHY A. ELVIDGE

New York City




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue X
I sYATCHY VLTI
LTS FELLOWSHIPS

¥ i B fE,

To The Drydocks Savings Institution Payment Voucher No. 1oid

£/C - Seima Hortense Burks Date Hay 81, 1340
: ¥ e

The Drydocks Bavings Inetitution
742 Lexington Avenue at 53tn Street
New York City

First installment on fellowship graunted 4/17/40 - « - =~ « = =~ = £800,00
Ck.#23103
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowshipg 89-7 $500.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
A¥ Comptroller




May 31, 1940

Gentlemens Kindly deposit the enclosed check
for $300 to the account of
Hiss ﬁelu Hortense Burka! notifying her when

thie hes been done.
Very truly yours,
DoRrOTHY A, ELVIDE
DAE:RW
Drydocks Savings Institution

742 Lexington Avenue at 59th Street
New York City

Ce to Mise Selma H. Burke



To The Drydocks Bsvings Institution - A/C -

S8elma Horiense Purke

Ty

Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

Date

742 Lexington Avenue at 59th Street

New York City

FELLOWSH

Payment Voucher No. 7.

>

July 1, 1840

HPS

Seeond lastellmcat on fellowship grant « « = = = « « =« = « = = $1258.00
Ciof 25819
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Hegro Fellowships 59-7 $125.00

Prepared by

4

Checked by

Posted by

Comptroller




FELLOWSHIPS

July 1, 1940

CGentlement Plecce depogit the enclosed
check for §1%25 to the secount

of Hlcs Selma Hortenese Burke, notifying her

vhen thiz hes been dcne.vﬂ_n.-.-"""“““"

Very truly yours,

QOROTHY A. F1y, Dok

DAT¥AH

The Drydocke Savings Institution
742 Lexington Avenue at 59tk Street
Hew York City

C.C. Hiss Selwma Hortense Burke



FELLOWSHIPS

July 31, 1940

Gentlement Kindly deposit the enclosed check
for $L25 to the account of Hiss

Selma Hortense Burke, notifying her when this has

been done.
Yery truly yours,

. VIDGE
e DorotHy A. EL

Drydocks Savings Institution
742 Lexington Aveuue, et 59th Street
Hew York City



To The Drydacks Savings Institution

Julius Rosenwald Fund

4/C Selms Hortense Burks

742 Lexington Avemue, at 59th Bireet

Hew Tork City

“Cuicses.  FELLOWSHIPS

Payment Voucher No. 1474
Date July &1, 1840

Third {nstalliment on fallowshin granted 447/40 v « <« v = v = w =

125,00
Cko #RU2DE
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negzro Pellowships 0.7 v125,00

Prepared by Checked by
McK

Posted by

Comptroller



Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO [[T| \I@!S i"!”

To Paymenf Voucher
The Drydocks Savings Institution
Date dfngust 30, 1940
4/C ua:,...m Rortenss Burce
SRR

42 Lexinglton ﬁme ab 59'51@ %ma"o

dew York City

Fourth payment on fellowsbip gronted 4/17/80 « « « w « = » « = » = §126,00

Ck. #28487
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Hegro Fellowships 39-7 $125,00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
McK Comptroller ;




FELLOWSHIPS

September 80, 1940

Gentlemens: Please deposit the enclosed
check to the account of
Migs Selma Hortense Burke, notifying her when

»—-—-—-ﬂ-_.lﬂmm
this has been done.

Very trul%/yours,

Ak

Secretary to Miss Elvidge

The Drydocks Savinge Institution
742 Lexington Avenue at 59th Street
New York City



Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue g5}

s f ) ; ;1 e 1] =P {, :
CHICAGO [T [LLLNJVYVOI 11l &J

P t Vouch . 178R
1O ne Deydosks Sevings Tnstitution « A/ « s b
; Da Sepiember 30, 1940
Selua Hortense Burke e -
Fifth psymont on fellowship grent - - - = - = = =~ == = = = = $125,00
Ck.#25620
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 897 $125.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
= ;
Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue CCl | MZ\AIC 1] ; Do
CHICAGO i LAYV OT T O
To The Drydocks Savings Institution Payment Voucher No. 1281
4/C - 8elms Hortense Burke Date  Ootober 51, 1840
The Drydocks Sevinge Lnstitution
742 Lexington iverue st §3th ftreet
New York City
Sixth peyment on fellowghip grant - « « = = - « - - - §125,00
Ck.#23761
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships E2-T §125,00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by

AU Comptroller




October &1, 1940

Gentlemen: Please deposit the enclosed check

for 125 to the account of Miss Selma

Hortense Burk otifying her when this has been done.

If you will send me ten or twelve

deposit slips, I shall be glad to make them up when

sending in future deposits for Hiss Burke.

Very truly yours,
clr??

Secretary to Migs Elvidge

The Drydocks Savings Institution
742 Lexington Avenue at 59th Street
New York City



Julius Rosenwald Fund =~
4901 Ellis Avenue /| | | | "‘sb r} i@%"f}

s

CHICAGO | L-lal-\

JWL

To Payment Voucher No. #5131
pbe Drydocks Savings Institution - 4/C -
Date Hovember 28, 1940
Gelms Lorlease »urke
Tue Drydogks Em'cinga Inatitntian
74% Lexing Avenus st 59th Street
Hew York City
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December 28th, 1940

( 51 5:‘ éo
, é/éﬁ o
lir, Geo k. Reynolds, —
Director For rellowshin, ﬁ%%#i———ﬁ-'ﬁ“_“ﬁa‘
Julivs Rosenwald Iund, : !

490 E¥llis Avenue,
Chicago, Ill, . 5

My dear Mr. Reynolds:-

May 1 take thls opportunity to inguire as to what
method may be used to enable a renewal of my Fellowship.
I ask this so that I may continue the work I am in the
midst of doinr at Columbia University.

iy Fellowship as you know will expire on March lst
end 1t would then be Impossible for me to complete my
Scholastiec subjects in addition to my creative project.

I would greatly appreclate hearing from you and
beg for yomr considaration ln this ma.t e T

Thanking you, I remain
Sincerely yours,

Selma Hortense Burke

3 P,"’"“" N.Bu rke
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December 31, 1940

Gentlemen: Pleuse deposit the enclosed
check to the account of

Miss Selma Hortgggg_?u:ke,inptifying her when

this has been done.

Very truly yours,

‘A Fivinge

My

DAE: 2M

Drydocks Savings Institution
742 Lexington Avenue at 59th Street
dew York City
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Selme Hortense G. Burke

OUTLINE OF ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR 1940.

I, ASSISTANT TO PROFESSOR MALDERELLI AT COIUMBIA UNIVERSITY

In the School of Sculpture.

II. SUMMER SCHOOL COURSES:
Drawing under Prof. T. Cornahan
History of Fine Arts under Mr. S. Wingert

Sculpture under Prof. 0. Malderelli

III. FALL TERM:
English under Prof. Kerle Hoover
History of Fine Arts under ¥r. E. M. Upjohn
Drawing under Prof. T. Cornahan
Drewing under Prof. Frank Mechau

Sculpture under Prof. 0. Malderelli

IV. CONFERENCES WITH SCULPTORS AND ARCHITECTS:
William Barrett, Sculptor, Piermont, N. Y.
William Zorech, Sculptor, New York, N. Y.
John Gregory, Sculptor, New York, N. Y.
L. P. Adems, Architect, Yew York, N. Y.

William Lescaze, Architect, New York, N. Y.

V. RESEARCH IN MUSEUMS:

Museum of Modern Art
Conferred with Mise Huseey

Museum of Natural History
Conferred with Dr. Vokes, Dr. Bough and Miss Gray.
Did extensive reseearch,
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VI. DEMONSTRATIONS IN SCULPTURE TECHNIQUE:
Hemden High School, New Haven, Conu.
Rutherford High School, Rutherford, N. J.

Winston-Salem Teachers College, Winston-Salem, K. C.

VII. INFORMAL 1ECTURES ON SCULPTURE:
Watkine Chapel, A.M.E. Zion Chureh, Mooresville, N. C.

Winston-Selem Teschers College, Winston-Selem, HN. C.

VIII.SCULPTURE EXHIBITIONS:
"One Men Show", Winston-Salem Teachers College
Portrait, The Artists CGellery, New York, N. Y.
Portrait, 136th Street Librery, New York, H. Y.
Portreit, The Art Gallery, Columbie University

Mask, The Modern Art Museum, University of Indiana

IX. FORMULATED LYCEUM PROGRAM

(See atteached description of progrem.)

X. TRIPS TO QUAREIES:
Westerly, R. I.
Rutlend, Mess.
Portland, Meine
Brattleboro, N. H.
Richmond, Vea.
Hidnite, N. C.

T‘lchhoﬂ’ N. Y.

XI, PREPARATIONS FOR "ONE MAN SHOW"™ IN NEW YORK

Tentatively Scheduled for Fall 19641 at Columbia University
(Approvel of Dean Arneud secured and publicity errengements discussed.)

XII, WORK IN PROCRESS: LIFP SIZE FIGURE



OUTLINE OF ART DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM
OF SEIMA H, BURKE
(To be presented as & Summer Lyceum Activity)

I propose to present to the Summer School teacher-
student body in the North Carcline State Colleges some ten-
gible and concrete information on the technique of the sculptor
in the form of lectures and demonstrations. For example, I
would set up a portreit head in clay, choosing from the group
my subject. This would give the group much first hend in-
formation and would acquaint the teacher-student with the
physical end creative work that goes to meke a piece of soulp=-
ture.

During the past yeer the President of the United
States urged for the country & Netional Art Week. He felt
that the wider dispereing of art information and the more
extensive exposure of the populace to art works would enhance
the growth of culture among the people of the country. I
would suggest to the teacher-student that he try to stimu-
late imxkhmxpupiix the creative ebility of students interested
in ert, thus mxxkwimg thus encoureging perticipation in the
observence of National Art Week in the menner that marks the
observance of the Netional Negrc Bddoation week, the National
Negro History week, the national holidays, etc. This would te
ink in line with the movement for eart apprecieation which hes
been leunched ty the President.

My plan is to present my progrem at four Negrc colleges,
spending one school week at each oodlege. The sessions could be
one hour or more per dey. This could be arrenged to suit the
progrem of each separate college. The cost of various necesssry
reterials would be about Twenty ($20.00) Dollers. These materiale
are: 100 pounde of clay, plaster for cesting and a pedestel which
cen be built at the school.

The completed piece of sculpture would bermdéfit at the ¢
college as & part of the school's art collection.
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE

Selma Hortense Burke

Mr. Leopold Arneud, Dean, School of Architecture, Columbia University

Miss Burke has been enrolled in our classes since 1936,
studying sculpture under Oronzio Maldarelli. Being seriously handicapped
financially, she has been unable to follow a complete program, which she
greatly needs to round out both her general knowledge and her specialized
training.

A gifted sculptress, her work has attracted considersble
attention, and it is our opinion that with time and adequate training she
should develop into a creative artist of real worth. A fellowship would
enable Miss Burke to pursue a plenned curriculum that would provide train-
ing and stimulus, both of which she needs equally.

Miss Burke also has an interesting idea which she
wishes to develop in comnection with her training in sculpture: to investi-
gate the North American stones and woods particulerly suited to sculpture.
Many of these materials, though known, are little used at present, while
others that offer great possibilities in texture and color are almost unknown.
Her findings might be of resl value to artistic production.

I take pleasure in recommending Miss Selma Burke for your
consideration.

- e e e

Mr. Frank Mechau, Associate in ﬁrawing and Painting, Columbia University

Miss Burke is a person of fine intelligence and cheracter.
Her work here has been first rate. In my opinion, Miss Burke's program is

e broad and well integrated one, well fitted to & sculptor's need.

- - - -
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Mr. Oronzio Maldarelli, Associate in Sculpture, Columbia Universgity

I have known Selma Burke for over five yesars.
She hag been my pupil in Sculpture at Columbia University for three years.
Her performance in this field has been consistently excellent. She pos-
sesses natural talent and I heve great hopes for her eventusl artistic
development. ﬁer personelity is very human and she is endowed with great
integrity. ©She has been handicapped in her work having to periodically
abandon her studies, owing to financial difficulties. If awarded the
Julius Rosenwald Fellowsghip, I believe it will be a great help and impetus
to spur this worthy student on to achievement.

I have read her plan of study carefully and
approve of it entirely.
Dr. Albert Einstein, Princeton Research Institute, Princeton, New Jersey

I know Migs Burke as a fellow-student of my daughter

in the Columbia Art Department. Her personzlity and ability have found
recognition with her teacher and her colleagues. I also believe that the
investigation she proposes could be worthwhile and that she has the experi-
ence to carry it through.

Mr, Wglter White, Secretary, National Associztion for the Advancement of
Colored People, 69 Fifth Avenue, New York City

I have seen only photographs of Miss Burke's work, but
she came to me with very high commendation from persons better qualified than
I to judge the ertistic merit of her work. These included distinguished
sculptors and professors at Columbia University.

Miss Burke's project appears to be of very considerable
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importance. Success of her proposed invegtigation of native North
American stones and woods pafticularly'suited to sculptors should be
of enormous value.

- . .

Mr. Charles Studin, Attorney-et Law, New York City

I have known Selme Burke for a number of years. She is
one of the rare people of this world. OShe has great charm, great honor, in-
vincible courage and unflagging devotion to her work. You can judge my
opinion of her from the fact that I am giving a party in her honor at my
apertment this afternoon and have invited to it some of the most important
figures in the world of art and otherwise who live in New York City.

While I am not gualified to pess judgment on her work as
an artist, I can bear witnesgs that she is highly esteemed by some of the
best artists. I have a piece of her work in my house which has been much
admired.

I should select Miss Burke as a person who would succeed
in anything that she undertook and it may well be that she is destined to
become -one of the outstanding artists of our time.

I have tried to convey in this sketchy way that Miss
Burke is a real person and that if the Rosenwald Fund sees fit to choose her

for one of its fellowships, it may be sure that it is making no mistake.
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Name Selma Hortense G. Burke Field: Art-
Seulpture
Student, Columbia University
148 Fast 28th Street,; New York City REAPPOINTUMERNT

Plan of Work :
Creative sculpture and research on the utility of American stones
and woods for the purpose of the sculptor.

Wishes to study at Columbia University and at The Academia, San
Carlos, Mexico City. Probable duration of work one year. I now working toward
a Bachelor of Arts degree.

Personal Data Born Mooresville, North Carolina, January, 1910. Age: 3l
Undergraduate ﬁmk- Classes in sculpture at Columbia University, 1936-39;

Columbia University, 1940-

Graduate Work

Experience Seulptor, WPA Art Project, New York, 1936-37, $1200;
teacher, WPA Art Project, Harlem Art Center, 1937-39, $1000;
private teacher, 1938-39, $220.

Accomplishments Many pieces of sculpture.

Publications: Articles in Art News, New York Times, New York Herald
5 3
Tribune, Pittsburgh Courier, Chicago Defender, etc.

Fellowship: Rosenwald Fund, 1940-41, $1400.

References

Leopold Arnaud, Columbia University

lferle Hoover, Columbia University

0. Malderelli, Columbia University

Frank Mechau, Columbia University Budget Summary
S. Wingert, Columbia University

Total Amount Needed & 2,000

From Applicant .
From Fund $ 2,000

AMOUNT GRANTED

Y ‘ B 4 " B =
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Selma Hortense G. Burke
Report Requested of Mr. S. Wingert

Columbia University, New York

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. (not enclosed)

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of

great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Miss Burke was a student of mine in a Summer Session course in 1940.
Her work, unfortunately, was very poor, and on the basis of it I would
certainly not recommend her for a fellowship. I understand, however, that
her real forte is in the creative art field, not the historical, and that
in it she shows real promise. But, since I have not seen any of her work,
I am not in & position to pass judgment on that phaee of her activity.

OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Yeis = %o A L b AP

Signed ?«..2 5. M-:a“i"

Position or Title Cunaba o} Ima Ab

Address - C€untia  Wamivannh  o£.4.C.

Date . Maask 13,1541

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss selma Hortense G. Burke
Report Requested of Mr. Leopold Arnaud

School of Architecture, Columbia University

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a

reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please (etutm it \fith your statement.
notv enclose

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the

large number of candidates.
We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.
M 7. &Mw

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Miss Selme Hortense G. Burke was awarded a Fellowship from the Julius
Rosenweld Fund for the yesar 1940-41.  Following the plen of study

which she submitted to the Rosenwnld Committee, Miss Burke has registered
in the University for several courses, with special interest in her major
field of Sculpture. We are well acquainted with liss Burke, as she hes
been & student in our Sculpture classes for several years.

The Fellowship award has been of inestimalble benefit to Miss Burke. It
has allowed her to receive a more rounded education, has opened many new
horizons for her, and has allowed her to devote herself to studies with-
ocut the stress of finaneciel worries. Miss Burke has reaped great bene-
fits from this year of work. If it is at all possible to do so, I
strongly recommend that the Fellowship be renewed. Another year of seri-
ous work, similar to the one she is now completing, would undoubtedly
fit Miss Burke for teamching in the negro schools of the South, as she in-
tends to do.

1 take pleasure in recommending Miss Selma Burke for your serious con-
sideration.

OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

‘(jngw A p@ Leopold Arnaud
7
Dean - School of Architecture - Columbis University

Signed

Position or Title

New York, N. Y.

Address

Date . February 14, 1941

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Selma Hortense G. Burke
Report Requested of Mr. 0. Malderelli

Columbia University, New York, N. Y.

s

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. (not enclosed)

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of

great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Miss Burke has done some very constructive work at Columbia
during her Rosenweld period. Her plan to finish her fellow-
ship in Mexico is very good. I think the exposure to Mexican
art will be very beneficial in her eventusl development.

I recommend her for an extension in the Rosenwald Foundation

for another year.

OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

L
Signed MM :

o - Aecmandiatas 3 Q1T vt i1
Position or Title__Associate in Sculpture

Address ' Columbia University

New York, New York Date 2/24/41

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Selma Hortense U, Burke
Report Requested of Mr. Prank Mechau

Columbia University, New York, N. Y.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. (not enclosed)

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

oo

Signed ///’fé£ I/L// /}/Z/’?Z/

Posmon or Tntle £ f% M/{’/ﬁ 5 17&()-6(/61/;/-4_ 2= ,u,w/ e L /q,é% 2 X

Addess SIS Loy Zmé, Bt e
/E-&t ) / s // L/t/ /?/‘7 Da@% 2{’)

return to the leeér for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. essed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE e
CHICAGO e

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Selma Hortense G. Burke

Report Requested of Mr. Merle Hoover

Columbia University, New York

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. (not enclosed)

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of

great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT Februsry 21, 1941

Mr. George M. Reynolds
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Reynolds
+-am-pleased 0 meke-e-frenk -stetement concerning Miss Selms Horterise G: Burke.

In the-firet-plece, as an artist Miss Burke is exceptional, Prom various author-
ities here on the Campus I have dearned that she is a most-talented sculptress. More-
over, she has the highest pufposes for herself and fer her artistic ability. She
piens to make a study-of various sculpture matefials in the United States. She also

plens to interest her own people in the-kind of work that she is doing.
She was & member of one of my classes in English last term. Here, I am sorry

to sey, my report is not so favorable. Miss Burke claimed that she was doing too
much work outside the classroom, with the result that she had no time for her work

OVER




in English. Whatever the cause may have been, she mede slight effort to do the
required work, although her English is very immature.

If Miss Burke expects to carry out her cherished plans, she will be called
upon frequently to write and to speak. She should be able to use clear and ef-
fective English. I would suggest thaet one of the stipulations for a renewsl of

her fellowship should be that Miss Burke meke an honest and vigorous effort to
improve her English.

Very sincerely yours

M. M. Hoover
Assistant to the Director

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed P LAAN, (dv—stn

Position or Title Assistant to the Director Iniversity Extension

Address —_Columbis University Broadwey and 116 Street

New York, N. Y. s = Pate " Peho™ay . Tosm. = % |

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




January 4th, 1941

Julius Rosenwald Pund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Ill.

Att: Miss D.A, Elvidge
My desr Niss Elvidge:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
you for the information regerding the Rosenwald Fellowship
Fund in connection with the federal income tax returns.

Respectfully yours,

Selma H. Burke

Ake B

Miss Selme H. Burke
148-50 East 28th Street
New York City.
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P [ | 148 East 28th Street
\ = L R York, New York
‘ Februery 1, 1941%

Dr. Edwin E. Emtree
4501 Fllis Avenue
Chicago, Illincis

Dear Dr. Fmbree:

In my epplicetion for & fellowship I menticned the yeer spent

studying in Europe. The persons who sponsored my study ebroad are now

in Mexico. Inasmuch as the wer hes frozen their Buropean assets, they
__'EE'_Fa-eﬁ uneble to subsidize eny of my ectivities recently, however, on

the rench where they live there is 2 shed which has been used bty en ertist.

They sugpested that I come there and work for ewhile. Pecause of the

aforementioned finenciel conditicn, the offer is of necessity limited to

the us of space cnly.

I should like to avail myself of thie opportunity, since it
would expedite and enhsnce meny aspects of the oririnal plen of my project.
I hed intendedl tc meke a field trip intec the southwest eventuelly. This
could te scccmplished on my wey to Mexico. There are some Kexicen stones
and woods which, I em pivim to understand, would be worth my investisation.

Dean Arneud of the School cf Architecture at Columbia University
recently extended an invitation toc me tc have my first "one-men show" in
the school rellery. 1 shsll, of course, strive to have something really
worthwhile end outstanding for this exhitition. Tc do so will require
exclusive concentretion on my sculpnture. I heve found this lest semester
thet ny scedermic work was diverting more than its share of my ettention
and enerpy. The ranch is miles fror everything, therefore, I feel that
this would be conducive to my sccomplishing work of such guelity as will
Justify the schoel's confidence in giving me this exhibition, nct to men-
tion ny ctliretion to the Rosenwald Foundation. I should like to work
there until Aupust, st which time I will return tec New York in order to
resume werl et Columtie University in September.

¥y feeling ies that this would be & urigue opportunity. This
opinion is shered elso by Deen Arnaud with whom I have discussed this
propesel at lenpth. I have slsc discussed it with twe of my sponsors,
Ir. Wleter White end lr. Charles Studin. Ther srree enthusiasticslly
with my plen. I em now prepering & report on the work eccomplished teo



M

dete, rererding my fellowship. I shall inclute & copy of this report with
my application for the renewsl cof my grant.

I chould eppreciste heering from you tefore the end of the regis-
tration period for the coming semester, Februsry 8th, es I will, of course,
fecllor whatever you suggest. If this plen deoes not receive your epprovel,
I shall rerister here at the University.

Youre very sincerely,

S8elma Purke
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Z. Alexander Looby
Hubert T. Delany
Morris L. Ernat
Arthur Garfield Hays
EBenjamin Kaplan
Karl N. Llewellyn
James Marshall
Walter Mendelsohn
Charles H. Studin
Francis Biddle
Homer 8. Brown
Jease 8, Hes

‘William T. McKnlg‘ht
Charles H. Houston
Edward P. Lovett
‘W. Robert Ming, Jr.
James N. Nabrit, Jr.
Leon A, Ransom
Stephen J. Spingarn

Louis L. Redding
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69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

i_ Ny
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WALTER WHITE
RoYy WILKINS

SECRETARY

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
EDITOR, THE CRISIS

THURGOOD MARSHALL

TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4-3551
Official Organ: The Crisis

SPECIAL COUNSEL

WiLLIAM PICKENS

DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES

Daisy E. LAMPKIN
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FIELD SECRETARY

E. FREDERIC MORROW

BRANCH COORDINATOR

GEORGE B. MurPHY, JR.
PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION

MapisoN S. JonEs, JR.

YOUTH DIRECTOR
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My dear Mr. lmbree:

liiss Selma Burke has talked

with me

concerning her letter to you of February lst.

I do hope that her request for a grant from

the Hosenwald Fund for study in Mexico can be

granted.

Secretary.

Mr, Edwin R. Embree
Julius Rosenwald Iund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago,

Illinois.

WW:CTF

32nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, HOUSTON, TEXAS, June 24-29, 1941



February 5, 1941

Dear ®iss Burke: Mr. Embree has referred to me
your letter of February 1,
and I heve read it with interest.

If you are advised by your
instructors at Columbia University that it would
be & good plan for you to work during the next
few months in Mexico, such a plan is entirely
sgreeable to us. W¥e shall be glad to have you
keep us informed of your address.

A1l good wishes to you.

Very truly yours,

Kiss Seln Burkn /

HBVE Iﬁrk, Kn Il
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February 11, 1541

My dear Miss Burke: Your application for & re-

newal of your fellowship
has been received and it +ill have the careful
attention of the Committies.

I an sure you realize that
this application will have to be considered along
with all of the others received this year, and that
our approval of your proposed trip to M¥exico ap-
plies only to your present granit. I mention it,
however, in order that there may be no possible
misunderstanding.

A1l good wishes to you for
your proposed stay in a delightful country.

VYery truly yours,
GHR¥HLU

lliss selmﬁarunsa Burke :
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“148- East 28th _Street f
New York, N. Y.
February 12, 1941

Mr. George M. Reynolds
Director for Fellowships
The Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Reynolds:

Thank you for your very kind letter of February 5th.
I have received the apprcval of my instructors at Columbia Univ.
for study in Mexico, and am plenning to leave New York sbout the
18th inst. for Mexico City.

I shall advise you of my address upon my arrival there,
Meanwhile, I cen be reached in care of Wells. Fargo, Ave. Madero 14,
Mexico, D. F.

I am today mailing to you an album containing photographs
of some of the work I have done during the year 1940, to be con-
sidered as a supplement to the report of my work mailed to you on
the 7th inst.

With kind regards, I am,

Yours very truly,

Selma Burke

LI1P

S
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FELLOWSHIPS

Your reception in Mooresville
was indeed unusual, and I imagine was a metter
of considerable pride and satisfaction to you.

I hope you will continue

to keep us informed of your career and accomplish-—
ments.

Sincerely yours,

WOH sMeK WiLLIAM C. HAYGOOD

33 W
th Street

New York City



PROGRESS REPORT - JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND FELLOWS

Name Selms Hortense G. Burke

Present position _ llone

T AL T 3} & - - Y B 1 1S e
Address 148 Fast 28th Street, New York City

Since your fellowship was awarded have you received

(2) a salary increase? Not employed

(b) a promotion in rank? If so, please describe

Degree received during award, or since, or progress made toward degree:

Columbhis Imiversity dAoges not give deeress in the Sculoture Nivicsion

Title of dissertation Study of native North Americen stones snd woode for

enn 1l obture

Publications, if any. (Please give titles, date, and place of publication,)

) W T e S e P Sl S B
Tecture material vublished in newspaner articles

Hn}

Propoged volume on use of native sculpture media not yet ready

Activities for 1940, attached hereto, together with supblementery letter

General remarks
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--—7&%__':’? w@q Selma H. Burke
NS / @ ]148 Tast 28ta Street

New York City

October 7, 1841

¥r. ¥illiam C. Haygood,
Director of Fellowships
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Ill.
Dear Mr. Haygood:
In order to carry on my studies in sculpture
end complete my investigations in netive Americen medis

begun under the Rosenwald fellowship (a renewal of which

seems to have been denied me), I am trying to get another

fellowship.
e
For this ourpose, I would much appreciate the At o
i}d‘f kﬁg]ﬁ.,ﬂa&
return of my portfolio sent you last Februery and the
rof?lwl
additional material-—newspaper clipping, photogrsnhs, and AL

outline of work accomplished under the Rosenwsld fellowship--

sent in my letter of August 14th.

Sincerely yours, /éf : :

Qelma H. Burke
ks '




FELLOWSHIPS

Oetober 9, 1941

iy dear diss Burkesz I an returning to you teoday
by Railway Express the
exhbivit materisl which you have suitmitted in con-
nection with the fellowship which you held froa the
Pund. This consists of the porifielio presented to
the art jury last February, and the envelope of
glossy prints and elippings which you sent me in

fugust. I bope you are successful in obtaining the

grant you seeking.

Sincerely yours,




(THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS )

Mrs. Ferdinamd de Bermingham, Jr
26 Waghington Square
New York 11



SCHOOL OF SCULPTURE

67 WEST THIRD STREET
NEwW YORK 12, N. Y.

SELMA BURKE, DIRECTOR

CO-CHAIRMEN

HELEN R. ELSER

RUTH DANENHOWER WILSON
TREABURER

KAY DE BERMINGHAM

AOVISORY BDARD

MR. AND MRS. ROGER BALDWIN
DR. MARY McCLEOD BETHUNE
MR. DELOS BLACKMER

MR. DAVID COHEN

MR. MAX COHEN

MR. BERNARD DAVIS : [L]ffi “ [~

MR. HOWARD DEVREE u)[’“ ) ‘ “ -'-._; £ ‘ 5 ——
MRS. PEGGY ANNE DURANT =os 4 P t i

MRS, BURTON EMMETT e
DR. ALPHONSE HENINGBURG | st

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM PICKENS

MR. LELAND STOWE

MR. AND MRS, CHARLES H, TUTTL!

DR. AND MRS. HAMILTON WILLIAMS. _
MR. WALTER WHITE r

You are cordially invited to an open house
at the Selma Burke School of Seulpture, 67
West Third Strest, on Friday, Jonusary 24th,
the first amiversary of the school, from
four to seven o0'clock, to see the recent

work or(Soha[ Burke anl her studesnts.

HeS4VeFe On enclosed card to Mra, Ferdinand
de Berminsham, Jr., 26 Washington Square,
New York 1l.
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D elma   $3( antense, Bunke

In order to bring your files up to date on wmy work may I submit
places I have exhibited my sculptures and work permsnently placed since

1840
Mae ¥illen Galleries

Mooresville Public Library

Dewtown Gallery

Pyramid Club

Atlanta University

British Art Center

Hew York University

Free World H ouse

As Cs Ay Gallery

Greenwich House

St John's Church

Baltimore Museum

Cleveland Museum of Art

Brooklyn Museum of Art

Museum of Seattle

Museum of Rhode Island

Critics Show

G. Place Gallery

Ste George's Church

Albany Institute

Vassar Club

Hampton Institute

Modern Age Art Gallery
(First One Man Show)

Permanently placed Drawing:

Howard University

Permanently placed Séulpture:

Atlanta University

lMooresville Fublic Library

Modern Age Art Gallery

Recorder of Deeds Bulldlng

{Us S. Gov't)

Us 8¢ Armory
Negro County High School
Ne Ys Public Library
Public School #39
Public School #40
Bethune Cookman Colleg
Bernard Davis )
Charles Studin
Miss Nores Holt

{British Intelligence)
Dr, Jean Sisley
Camp linisink Town House
Dr, Godfrey HNurse
Mre. Leland Stowe
Captain NeDonald
Mrs, Hs Griffin

88 Gast 10th Otredt,

Mew

Hew York City
Mooresville, N. Cs
New York City
Philadelphia, Penn.
Atlanta, Georgla
New York City

New York City

New York City

New York City

New York City

Hew York City
Baltimore, Maryland
Cleveland, Ohio
Brooklyn, New York
Seattle, Washington
Providence, Rhode Island
Wew York City
Washington, D. C,
Hew York City
Albeny, New York
Few York City
Hampton, Virginia
Wew York Clty

Washington, D¢ Cs

~Atlanta, Georgla

Hooresville, H. C.
New York City
Washington,; D. C.

145th St, Ne Yo Cs
Statesville, N, C.

136th St. _anﬁh He Ta Cs
Wew York City

Jemalea, Long Island
Daytona Beach, Florida
Phidadelphia, Penn.

New York City

London; England

Paris, Prance
Rew York City
New York City
Bronxville, New York
New York City
New York Cit

Yook City,

one (%Q. 7-%276

1940
1941
1941
1942
1042a5
1942
1943
1944
1944
1946
1945
1945
1545
1945
1945
1645
1945
1944
1045
1945
1946
1946
1945



/
fr 55 el ma f}( arntense B a x £e

"o el G L NN
S E LT = I A
RS S - et X UYL L) )

Oct. 30th,1946

DR, EDWIN R. EMBREE

4901 Ellis Avenue
Chigago , Ill..

\

Dear, Dr. Embree in 1940 I received a Rosenwald
Fellowshipaat Columbie University to study North American
laterials for Sculpture , the grant was for one year and since
that time 1 have consistently made progress with my art,some
of the out standing acheivements ,have been ,the successful
execution and placement of the plaque of the late President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt in the Recorder of Deeds Building
at Washington ,DC. The PRague representing the 369th Reg-
Iment ,commanded by thre late Colenel Williasm Haywood ,the
plaque is 9ft,x6ft and is place in the US Armory._at 5th Ave
andA 143rd St, NYC, Mrs. Roosevelt was the Guest Speaker nd
._there were some 15000 people in the Strects of Harlem o%
which some five thousand ,saw the unveiling . =

and saw the glaque of her Husband before it was completed ,and
she later made a special trip to Washington to see the plaque
in place .

It was a few weeks before ﬁhat Mrs Roosevelt came to my studio

The Gounty Schools of Ingdell County Statesville NC.
Commissioned m e to do a plaque of Mrs. Mary Holliday Supervisor
of county schools was suceessfully plaee i8 the foyer of the
ounty's only high schoole The Trustee Board of Bethune -
ookman College ,had me do a Portrait bust of Dr. Bethune which
was unveiled at fhe school last March o Al11 of these works were
cast in Bronze and seperate news reels were made and shown in
Theatres through out the country by the All American News Reel
8ereice .the White Theatres that showed them were mostly in the
South,two of my home Town Mooresville ,NCe¢ the exact number
could be obtained from the News Seryice gfse main office is
88 6a6i 10th  Olreet, et ‘yoag @u.g, one g . T-%276



‘g;e lma :j( arxlenase EB un ke

in Chicago.

This past summer 1 was Guest Sjeulptor at Yaddo , Saratoga Springs
while there I picked from some of the wood afew pelces and made

a few carvings ,they were so fine the Director Mrs Elizabeth admes
introduced me to one of the Trustees ,Mr Luther a specialist on
both European and Amercan woods having had charge of the Black
forest of Germany of this last war,became very interested 1in my
project of sultable woods for sculpture not ,only sent me a memo
on them ,but_a truck arrived several days later with nine,five
foot logs , Lou can imagine mg delima knowing that I had only

a few days more at Yaddo , . it was at this time I spoke with lir.
Horace Cayton who als o was a Guest and he suggested to me that

I apply again for a Rosenwald. I should like nothing better than
to carve these nine logs plus the two I am nog working on ,for a
fine one man show , the subject matter being Biplical and social

Last year I had my first one man show which was received with some
success ,not many sales but ,review by the Art critics most in-

Rhusiastically with the New York Times reproducing one of my peilces
The Wodow"

THE nine sculptures I should not want to keep,once they wereshwm
shown some college or school could have them as a source of insp-
iration to students .

There are many reason why I would like to carry out such an idea
first because 1t follows through on my first Fellowshipand second,
it is original ,and grew out of simplicity o

May I hear from you at your eakrliest convelence

I am Sincerely W g

Selma Burke

88 Gast 10th Street,  Mew York City, Phone GR. 7-3276
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November 5, 1946

Desr Miss Burke: Mr. Embree has read and referred to
me your letter of October 30, and

I am sending you herewith a set of spplication bLlonks,

which I hope you will fill out and return before the first

of the ysur.

A11 of us hsre have followed your
czreer with interest, snd Mr. Cuyton spoke to me ‘of having
seen you this summer at Yadco.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM G HAYGQOR

WCH:rfl
enc,

Misg Selms Hortense BUrke  eemss
88 Hmst 10th Strest ™
Bew York, New York




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

."""}

s Y

P
S

A wsty

Application and accompanying documents should be filed as early as possible for the convenience of the Fellowship
Committee, preferably during the early autumn. No application can be considered by the Committee unless the
completely filled-out blank and all of the materials requested reach the Director for Fellowships by January 1, 194;.

Negro f{__l ~ White Southerner []
: ma H ens Bu
Name in full........ Selma H ortense. .-‘}.1.’:’{.‘?.... ...................................... e s
Present address 88 East 10th: 8treet ! Wew York New York
City Siate
et adidress. . 26  Burke ‘La Vooresville Nortl ;r'rﬂ ina
Cty S?aie
E: 'ﬁ‘\?m =0
Present position (be specific)... ROy el IR S ee e A e e e

Institution or organization. Sehool of Sculpture . annyal salary
Address .. 87 West Third btf .C.Ot. 1 I‘Te” York
City
Specific Field. ........ Sculpture . .. ... R, Sl e Ealh i ;
Concise statement of plan of work. ........: Lo, make an intens '.V.E?. study Of :TOPt‘ e

in Wood and

sph and compile in 0011?’1’1 form results of mv redesrch

................................. L T

Stone.

= T 104 - = Themanbot _::'r 2 7 '3‘_ A
Dates of period for which grant is desired. = V2%, st 1o O e e e e L
e, s £ Y S
What is your estimate of the total duration of the proposed project?..... N e A T
Will you return to your present position?... %%. .. . If not, for what position do you seek further training?....7 7. ..,

What institution do you wish to attend?.

If you contemplate gmduate study, please fill in the oﬂowm e = -
THE SCHOOL OF SCULPTURE W I%‘__ ITS VISITING STAFF

c+vvessvenes..For what degree will you work?........... .. :

o n T e R PR e PR ETT T LT 2 ) e cp s ™



Personal History

Place of birth.. Mooresyille, North Carolin January lst 1910

........... e S Skt e S e Bt b o LR B e SRS DR B a3 et s et B e
Single, married, widowed, . divorced. ... .5 s S]ngle et SN ol i RS e e o
Name and address of wife or husband..... _ -H —“- ............... SIS e . o L S s s e A
Occupation and salary of wife or husband. . ... .........oeeeeeeeereeennnnnnnnn. S T L P U
Number and ages of children.......... --"-—-_ ..................... SRl B S S L SR R
Dependents. ... ... SRR e Y what extent?...... ——M-“ ............ Relationship.. ... ---_—— i Tt :
Have- you any constitutional disorder or physical disability?.......... T L

Education

One official transeript of your college and university records together with five copies must be submitted with your
application. (Copies may be typed by the applicant.)

; Period of Study Degrees, Diplomas,
Name of Institution (Give dates) Certificates
(Give dates)

College : Slater State Normal High|  1918--1921 | Diploma . ... ..
Winston Salem, N, C. inclusive

University ...5t. Agnes Hospital . . . |. 1921--1924 ~ | Diploma =~ "~

Professional . Golumbia University-N.Yd  1986--1941 Rl TR S P

or technical
School of Art

. A T A3 » \T- Lt N0 De o -
Spesial study ..State Board Examination |for Nursing-N.CL Degree .
State Board Examination {for Nursing-Penh. Degree
Hi T ATE B 3 Vear Ens
Significant extra-curricular activities. . ... History of Art--Flrst and Second Vear Inglish



Experience

Give record chronologically. 3
sBas S s oy Annual
Institution or Organization Address Position Inclusive Dates Sulnty

We Po A, Art Project-110 King St. N. ¥..| Sculptor. |1936-1937 . (1200,

................................................................................................

Private Instruction|-29 Bast 28th St. N.V. Teacher|1938-1939 {220,

.................. P RS T S [

...........................................................

.............................

.Studio Workshop....... .88 .Bast.10th. St... N.[\... Teaching. 1943-1946. [120Q...
School of Sculpture| 67 West 3rd - "St. N. V. Teacher 19451947 36004

Accomplishments
1. Of what learned, scientific, or artistic societies are you a member? NOGTO . Business & Prof,. Vomen's

Ne Y. -=International League for Peace and Freedom- Penn. . Art. Gritic

.......................................... e R I T T R T e R R i S SER i

........................................................................

Children Assoc¢. - Chairman for Continuation Fund Bethune Cookman College

2. What research or creative work have you done? (If in business or a profession, give evidence of standing and
achievements. )

........................................................................................
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Reg. U. S, Armory N. ¥ .- Cormissioned to do Portrait Bust of Dr. lary

licLeod Bethune by Trustee Board of Bethune Cockuman College-Guest Sculptor
Yaddo~llew York. 1940

.......................................................................................................
......................................................................................................
......................................................................................................
......................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. List scholarships or fellowships you have previously held or now hold, stating in each case the places and periods
of tenure, the studies pursued during your incumbency, and the amounts of the stipends.

Julius Rosenwald FellowsBhip - N. ¥V, 1639-1940 Columbia Univ, $1400.

......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

Boehler Steel Works. Scholarshilp=-Vienna-1937 53000,

--------------------------------------------- e T e S I S S R i R



Budget Estimate

Room and board..... $90. Der week ¢ 1820, ..

A S e e = A R T D

IRRHEAIE. Toe nur i mn o A e e U e "

TRBIONE, - oo B i 3o T o R T R = .

s M - 500 & Clip (do not paste)
SOppEELCaon photograph here

Miscellaneous ...

2720 :
Total amount needed A A I
Amount applicant can provide $ i

Amount requested from Fund

1f you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship for the same period (which is, of course, permissible)
state the facts regarding such application.

Reférences

List references from whom confidential information may be obtained concerning vour professional qualifications and
from whom expert opinion may be obtained as to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work.

Name of Reference Position Address
3 ’//’ . .
Mrs. Elizabeth Ames ... . ..... Executlve. Director..|Yaddo.Corp.,. Seratoze -
i S b 4 an¢ “.‘-- 1.:"7.-
/ Jr. Leland Stowe . 7 .. ... Author,. Commentaton. Bronxville, New . York..
2T Vary Kelieod. Betbhune .. Pres. . Bethune. Cobkman. Loltlepa. Davtona - Jeaclhs,
X / - Florida
- APt Yer 1 = o e ol
JMr, Bernaed Davis. .. . . occede o tiowood Textile | . 163 E 33rd St. N. Y. C.
K‘/..E'.% ss Sarah Newmeyer.........|: Publicity Director
|

Statement of Plan of Work

Submit a statement giving detailed plans for your work during the tenure of your fellowship. This statement should
include: (1) a full description of the project, including its character, scope, and significance; (2) the present state
of the project (time of commencement, progress to date, etc.) and expectation as to completion; (3) the proposed uni-
versily, institution of similar grade, or other place where work would be carried on, and the authorities with whom it
would be done; (4) your expectaton as to publication or use of the results of your study; (5) subsequent plans for your
career.

Your plan of work sho Your name should be

on each sheet,

e carefully prepared. Submit seven copies typed on 815"x11" pa

SIGNATURE






S OF FERENCE
Selma Hortense Burke

Dr, Mary McLeod Bethune, Bethune-Cookmen College, Baytona Beach, Florida

 Miss Burke has an exceptional talent and ability end
it would be a wonderful investment by the Julius Rosenwald Fund to help
her in developing the project she has outlined. She is 2 very deserving
individual and one with great possibilities. I do not hesitate to re-

commend this young women for the consideration she seeks at this time.

e

Miss Sarah Newmeyer, Director of Publicity, Museum of Modern Art, New York

I have known Miss Burke and her work for two or
three years. 1 consider both the sculptor and the sculpture very
superior. Miss Burke is not only an artist of considerable creative
power with technical skill of execution, but has a remarkably keen
analytical mind in regard to the fundamental phases of her art, She is
perfectly equipped by nature, and experience and hes keen observation
and analysis to carry out the project she haes submitted on the research
and analysis of North American Woods as material for sculpture.

Two years ago I directed an exhibition of her work
which was véry well received by the New York critics. I should also
like to state that in my opinion she has done absolutely the best
sculptural likeness of the late President Roosevelt ever produced. You
need only compare it with the sculpture portraits of the late Presi-
dent by other artists.

In addition Miss Burke's peculiar fitness for

carrying to successful completion the project she has outlined, may I

point out that when finished the project would be of tremendous velue



Letters of Reference -~ Selma Hortense Burke —-R=

to sculptors all over the country.

To sum ups Miss Burke's talent, her technical skill,
her originality both creative and analytical, and especially her warm,
vigorous and expansive personality make her an extremely suitable candi-
date for a Julius Rosenwald fellowship. If it is granted to her, I am
sure her successful completion of the project done under it will bring

added luster to the prestige already enjoyed by the Julius Rosenwald Fund.

e

Mr. Bernard Davis, President, Northwood Textile Mills, Philadelphia

' Miss Selma Burke was iantroduced to me in the studio
of Osip Eadkine as the foremost woman sculptress in the United States.
This was about seven years ago.

‘ I became interested in Miss Burke's work and pur-
chased five sculptures from her. As I collect the work of the fore-
most peinters and sculptors in the country and am & member of the
Committee on Painting and Sculpture at the Philsdelphia Museum of
Art, I wish to say that her work is of remarkable quality and shows
great promise. I could write at length about Miss Burke's other
achievements, such as the plagque from life of the late President
Roosevelt, but these are of minor importence. Whet is most important
is that talent such as Miss Burke's should be given every opportunity.
What Marian Anderson is to singing, Miss Burke is to sculpture and I
cennot recommend too strongly her qualifications and the potential of
meking a noteworthy impress in her field, which is sculpture, upon the

culture of the United States.

A



Letters of Reference - Selma Hortense Burke -3

Mr, Leland Stowe, Author, Lecturer and Foreign Correspondent, New York

I heve known Selme Burke and her work in sculpture
over & period of eight years or more. I own one of her early wood
carvings, a very beautifully executed head, which continues to arouse
comment and admiration from visitors to our home. Miss Burke has since
produced other striking works in wocd. In fact, I am convinced that
she has an exceptional and highly individual talent for wood carving.
Unfortunstely, her creativeness has always been greatly limited by
the necessities of her daily existence - and she has always lived
under difficult circumstances and in extreme modesty.

It is & rule of mine not to recommend anyone for any
fellowship, in the arts or otherwise, except when I believed such a
person combined unusual capacity with earnestness and serious appli-
cation. Having watched Miss Burke's steady progress over a period of
years I have not the slightest hesitation in.saying that I regard her
to be an artist definitely "worthy and deserving" of aid. Until now
she has accomplished much, but she has never had an opportunity to de-
vote all her time, without outside preoccupations, to her creative
work. If she is able to devote a year or more to the project she has
in mind, I feel certain that her results will be impressive and a
contribufion to wood carving in America, by Americans, with American
wood,

I wish to emphasize again I regard Selme Burke's
wood-carved sculpture as much beyond the ordinsry and of real pro-
mige for sustained future development. I hope very much that she may
be granted this opportunity. She has sacrificed much in her devotion
to her art. In my opinion she merits and would fulfill the objectives

of the Julius Rosenwald Fund awards.



Letters of Reference - Selma Hortense Burke R~
Mrs, Elizabeth Ames, Executive Director, The Corporation of Yaddo
Saratoga Springs, New York

The fact that Miss Burke was invited to Yaddo for an
extended stay is in itself a statement of the belief we have in her as
an artist. We consider her abilities to be very great, and we feel
that the outline she has submitted to you is based in her greatest
potentialities. She is completely sincere and haerd-working, setting
always for herself the very highest standerds and having always a proper
humility about her achievementse.

I sincerely hope that one of your grants will go to
her.



&;e {ma :j{»a ntense EB'u.a .

In order to bring vour files up to date on my work may I submlt
places I have exhibited my sculptures and work permanently placed since

1840

Mae lillen Galleries
Nooresville Fubliec Library
Deowtown Gallery
Pyramid Club
Atlanta Unlversity
British Art Center
New York University
Free World H ouse
A. Co A, Gallery
Greenwich House
St. JdJohn's Church
Baltimore NMuseum
Cleveland Museum of Art
Brooklyn Museum of Art
Huseum of Seattle
Museum of Rhode Island
Crities Show -
G. Place Gallery
St. George's Church
- Albany Institute
Vassar Club
Hampton Institute
liodern Age Art Gallery

(First One Man Show)
Permanently placed Drawing:
Howard University
Permanently placed Sculpture:
Atlanta University
Kooresville Publiec Library
Modern Age Art Gallery
Recorder of Deeds Building

(U. S. Gov'i)

Us S, Armor'y .
Negro County High School
N+ ¥s Public Library
Public School #39
Public School #40
Bethune Cookman College
Bernard Davis

Charles Studin.
liiss Nora Holt

(British Intelligence)

Dr, Jean Sisley

Camp Minisink Town House
Dr. Godfrey Nurse
Mr. Leland Stowe

Captain MeDonald

Mrs. H. Griffin

88 Gast 10th Dtree,

New York City
Mooresville, N. C.
New York City
Philadelphia, Penn.
Atlanta, Georgisa
New York City

New York City

New York City

New York“City

New York City

New York City
Baltimore, Maryland
Cleveland, Ohio
Brooklyn, New York
Seattle, Washington
Providence, Rhode Island
New York City
Washington, D. C.
New York City
Albany, New York
Hew York City
Hampton, Virginla
Hew York City

Washington, D, C,

Atlante, Georgila
Mooresville, N. C.
New York City
Washington, D. C.

145th St, N. Y. Co.
Statesville, N. C.

136th S8t., Branch N. Y. C.
New York Clty

Jamaica, Long Island
Daytona Beach, Florida
Phi3adelphia, Penn.

New York City

London, England

Paris, France

New York City

New York City _
Bronxville, New York
New York City

New York City

New Youk City,  Phone GR. 7-4276

1940
1941
1841
1942
1942-3
1942
1943
1944
1944
1645
1943
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1944
145
1945
1946
1946
1245



THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
NEW YORK 19 11 WEST 53¢d STREET

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8%900
CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK

SARAH NEWMEYER, PUBLICITY DIRECTOR

Merch 4, 1947 A ";é

Dear Mr. Haygood:

I am very sorry to have delayed send-
ing the enclosed report on Selma Burke'!'s appli-
cation for Fellowship.

The’gggg:“;gf the delay has been the
upheavel of my office caused by moving within
the building.

I hope the enclosed will not be too
late to be of value to you and to Miss Burke.

Sincerely,

i /
Mr, William C. Haygood i/
Director for Fellowships
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago 15, Illinois

SN:bk



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND a 5/1')"
4901 ELLIS AVENUE '

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Selma Hortence Burke

Report Requested of Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune
President & Founder
College
Daytena Beach, Florids

The abovenamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,
A B
SO 50

; \\MC. Haygood

Director for Fellowships

REPORT and a bility

Miss Burke has an exceptional talent/and it would be a wonderful
investment by the Julius Rosenwald Fund to help her in developing
the project she has outlined. She is a very deserving individual
and one with great possibilities, I do not hesitate to recommend

this young woman for the consideration she seeks at this time,

1 have/been out of the office’most of the time apd my -
secrgtary has, Jbeen away fo!‘ six months, I am sborry to have
kept it so Jong.

Note: the ;}a{ in peturping this blank is due to the fact’ '{,ha‘t 5

OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes.

Mary MeLeod Bethune

LT I e Wit aRes P sst e e O e ) OO R

Position or Title President-Fmeritus , Bethune-Cookman College

Address Bethune-Cookman College, Daytona Beach, Florida

__________ ‘ oeDate.. March 21, 1947

Please return to the Division for Fellowshibs, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

4901 ELLIS AVENUE
WE WOULD APPRECIATE THE PROWMPT
CHICAGO 15  BETURN OF THIS EORM AND ALSO THE
MATERIAL .':m;uuu;u; SE ii YOO IN

NUJ"E.J.-J.LIJ..LJ\J

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

QEANNT DoofnTom
S AUUND neliUnod

Name of Candidate Selma Hortense Burke

Report Requested of

The abovenamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

_Dfilltnnr P Ay

. William 6 Haygood
Director for Fellowships

N

REPORT

I have known Miss Burke and her work for two or three years. I con-
sider both the sculptor and the sculpture very superior. Miss Burke
is not only an artist of considerable creative power with technical
skill of executlion, but has a remarkebly keen analytical mind in re-
gard to the fundamental phases of her art. She is perfectly equipped
by nature,and experience and has keen observation and analysis to
carry out the project she has submitted on the research and analysis
of North American Woods as material for sculpture.

Two years ago I directed an exhibition of her work which was very well
received by the New York critics. I should also like to state that
in my opinion she has done absolutely the best sculpturel likeness of
the late President Roosevelt ever produced. You need only compare it
with the sculpture portraits of the late Preslident by other artists.

OVER



In addition Miss Burke's peculiar fitness for carrying to successful
completion the project she has outlined, may I point out that when
finished the project would be of tremendous value to sculptors all
over the country.

To sum upsMiss Burke's talent, her technical skill, her originality
both creative and analytical, and especially her warm, vigorous

and expansive personality make her an extremely suitable candidate
for a Julius Rosenwald Fellowship. If it is granted to her, I am
sure her sgécgisful completion of the project done under it will
bring luster to the prestige already enjoyed by the Julius
Rosenwald Fund.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it dliflcult to obtain and

hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes

................

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Selmer Hortenge Burke

Report Requested of  Hics Sarah Newmeyer
Publicity Lirector
Museum liodern £rt
11 Viest 53rd Street -New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,
Hfelllowsr O /E%/mé

. William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships

REPORT

I have known Miss Burke and her work for two or three years. I con-
glder both the sculptor and the sculpture very superior. MNiss Burke
is not only an artist of considerable creative power with technical
skill of executlon, but has = remerkably keen analytical mind in re-
gard to the fundamental phases of her art. She 1s perfectly equipped
by nsture,snd experlence and has keen observation and analysis to
carry out the project she has submitted on the research and snalysis
of North Ifmericen Woods as material for sculpture.

received by the New York crities. I should also like to state that
in my opinion she has done absolutely the best sculpturesl likeness of
the late Preslident Roosevelt ever produced. You need only compare it
with the sculpture portraits of the late President by other artists.

OVER

Two years ago I directed an exhibltion of her work which was very well



In addition lMiss Burke's peculiar fitness for carryling to successful
completion the project she has outlined, may I point out that when
finished the project would be of tremendous value to sculptors sll
over the country.

To sum upiMiss Burke's talent, her technlical skill, her originality
both creative and analytical, and especially her warm, vigorous
and expsnsive personality make her an extremely suitable candidate
for & Julius Rosenwald Fellowship. If it 1s granted to her, I am
sure her sycgessful completion of the project done under it will
bring luster to the prestige already enjoyed by the Julius
Kosenwald PFund., _ B

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? ¥©8

,./7 o iy

----- Date.yapon-4;-194F

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 7 ﬁ’/{jé
4901 ELLIS AVENUE j

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Selmar Horgense Burke

Report Requested of  Fr. Bern=rd Davis
Northwood Textile
163 East 33rd Street
New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

. William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships

REPORT Miss Selma Burke was inbtroduced to me in the studio of Osip Eadkine
as the foremost woman sculptress in the United States. This was about seven years
ago.

I became interested in Miss Burke's work.and purchased five sculptures
from her. As I collect the work of the foremost painters and sculptors in the
country and am a member of the Committee on Painting and Sculpture at the Philadel-
phia luseun of Art, I wish to say that her work is of remarkable quality and shows
great promise, I could write at length about liiss Burke's other achievements, such
as the plaque from life of the late President Roosewvelt, but these are of minor
importance, What is most important is that talent such as liiss Burke!s should be
given every opportunity.  What Marian Anderson is to singing, Miss Burke is to
sculpture and I cannot recommend too strongly her qualifications and the potential
of malding a noteworthy impress in ‘her field, which is sculpture, upon the culture
of the United States.

OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Address Touraine Apartments, 1520 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa,

_____________ o......Date.. February 25, 1947

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15 A4
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Selmzar Hortense G. Burke

Report Requested of  Nrs. Elizebeth Ames
Executive Director
Yaddo Corporation - Saratoge
Springs, New York

The abovenamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,
7

- William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships

REPORT

The fact that Miss Burke was invited to Yaddo for an extended stay

is in itself a statement of the belief we have in her ag an

ertist. Yo consider her gbilities to be very great, and we feel that

the outline she has submitted to you is based in her greatest potentialities,
She is completely sincerfand hard-working gsetting alwsys for herself

the very highest standards and having always a proper humility about

her achievements.

I sincerely hope that one of your grants will go to her.

OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

She is free from any personality handiceps; on the other hand she

igs most richl d :
e e 4 y endowed in whys that will help her on every level as

Position or Title...... = xecutive Director,..The--Corveretion-—of--¥a

Saretoga Springs, New York =

Jane. 17. 1947

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND r ]
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Selmer Hortense G. Burke

Report Requested of ~ Mr. Leland Stowe, Commentator
Bronxville, -
New York

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Hklea, o P x%mé

. William C. Haygood

Director for Fellowships

RESORT I have known Selma Burke end her work in sculppure
over a period of eight years or more. I own one of her early
wood carvings, a very beautifully executed heed, which continues
to arouse comment and admiration from visitors to our home, Miss
Burke has since produced other striking works in wood., In fact,
I am convinced that she has an exceptional and highly individual
talent for wood carving. Unfortunately, her creativeness has
always been greatly limited by the necessities of her daily
exlstence--and she has always lived under difficult circumstances
and in extreme mocdesty.

It 1s & rule of mine not to recommend anyone for any
fellowship, In the arts or otherwise, except " when I believed
such & person combined unusuel capatlfy with earnestness and
serious application. Having watched Miss Burke's steady progress
over a perlod of years I have not the slightest hesitation in
saying that I regerd her to be en artist definitely "worthy and
deserving" of aid. Until now she has accomplished much, but she

OVER




has never had an opportunity to devote all her time, without
outside preoccupations, to her creative work. If she 1s able to
devote a year or more to the project she hes in mind, I feel
certain that her results will be impressive and & contribution
to wood carving in Americs, by Americans, with Americen wood.

I wish to emphasize agsin I regard Selma Burke's
wood-carved sculpture as much beyond the ordinary end of real
promise for sustained future development. I hope very much that
she mey be granted this opportunity. She has sacrificed mgch
in her devction to her art. In my opinion she merits and would
fulfill the objectives of the Julius Rosenweld Fund g wards.

Sincerely yours,

Lelaﬁd Stowe.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Address................. 17.Beechmont. Ave... Bronxville,. . New York.

Date

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



Plaque. Selma Burke, well known sculpiress, is shown with the plaque which
she was commissioned to do, of Franklin D. Roosevelt. It was unveiled in Washing-
- September 24 by President Truman. It presents Roosevelt in bas-relief and

: © _Four Freedoms. It will hang in the lobby of the Recorder of Deeds

7 /;,» 7 //{/. X e
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