
Selma Hortense G. Burke 

1 . Descrintion of nroj ect , its character, scope and significance-

As a project worthy of consi deration for fellowship in the 

Rosenwald fund, I _,ropose : 

To make a S.!_1ecial investigation of nnti ve North Americt..n stones and 

woods i:-.rticularly suited to sculpture; to test, catalo~e, and make available 

to students and teachers of sctL..pture the results of r:ny investig~tion. 

To obtc,..in defi..-iite knoi·ledge, I must first find the ,.:1aterials ; then 

carefully test their adaptabi"ity to scui ture, in some cases executing _ieces 

to _,?roTe t he worth of the mat er ials . 

My observ~tions during the four years I have studied at Columbia 

have roven t o me that such a rojcct is of vital importance to American 

scul?ture. During the summer school of 1q39, I frequently discussed sculpture 

and scu tural materials with teacher - students who ~ere teachers and heads of 

art de··artments in sc '1ools and colleges throughout America . Most of them bad 

M.A. degrees . Out of fif'ty teachers, only five had done some carving in wood in 

low re"iefs; and none, apparently, had ever worked in stone; nor had they any 

extensiTe knowledge of native ~erme.nent mater ials for sculpture . 

Most scu.lptors and students of cu oture think oi perl:.iS.llent mater ials 

generally in terms of foreign stones , such as Belgian black marble, Belgian 

grsnite, Carr:1ra (I talian) narble, African onyx, etc . These imported stones 

are tremendously expensive and the sculptor or student is too often handicapped 

by his inabi::..ity to buy materials . So extencive is the use of foreign stone in 

America that it constitutes a considerab e indurtry abro~d . American stones 

ar e re .atively l i ttle knoY7Il or used, though many ar e equal to the foreign pro­

duct in both texture and er.iJ'k;:llcy. For exe.nr0le, Yor k fossil is a bea.utiful 

black stone similar to Belgian marble and qually durable, but knmm to few 

scu._ptors; Georgia oink ~ r ble is si-::i.i.ar to ex en~iTe Greek marbles; Tennessee 
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and Ver mont furni sh fine mar bles for scul?ture, and Ameri can granites ar e equal t o 

the i mported varities . There are many other even lesser lmown stones in Amer ica 

that lend themselTes to the scul~tor ' s chisel. 

In additi on to the importance that such com¥_iled data as I conter.i .late 

would haTe for American sciil]tors and student s , the movement might, in time, 

have more far-reaching resu.2.ts . The use of American stone by well - known sculp­

tor s would , romote such mn.terials for wider acce?tance in American building. 

In addi tion to carrying out the above project, my plan would be t o 

contiuue my studies a t Columbia University for another year or year and a half , 

taking additional work in the history of art , the study of the human figure , 

and courses in geology, geometry and botany. 

2 - Present stat e of nroj ect and eX0ectation as to comuletion -

Work on the project hc.s so far been ~i:nited to research in the 

library of Columbia University and the _)Ublic l ibraries of New York City. I 

have been unable to find any pub:ished wor k or compiled data dealing with 

permanent scu__ptural materials to be found in America. 

I estimate that the necessary geological resear ch, actual testing 

of mater ials with hammer and chisel and compiling of data ·will require at 

least one year. 

3. - Wher e and under v:hose authori t y work would be carried on -

The wor k TTould be car ried on under the supervision of the dean and 

associat e teachers of t he School of Architecture of Columbia University. 

4. - Exoectat ion as to -)Ublicat ion or use of t he results of s t udy -

I expect to use the kno,;ledge gained in carrying out my proj ect 

in my future r;ork of teaching scul~".>ture . My findings , in ''Ub ,.ished form, 
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could also be made avail able to ar chit ects, scii:.9tors and students of 

sculpture throughout America. I 1.an also to make further scu.~ptural studies 

of outstanding Negro characters . 

5. - SubseL uent ::> .. ans-

I pl an onl y to try to im_?rove my work as a sculptor and to give 

to students the benefit of what I have learned. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate. _ _ ...:.Nc:.:!i'-s-"'s-'---Se::...:.l_ma _ _ H_or_t_e_n_s_e_B_ur_k_e _ _ _________ ___ __ _ 

Report Requested of _ __:::D;.:;:r...:.._ Al=b....:e=-=r....:tc.....::.:.E...:.in_s_t=-e...:.i_n _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ ______ _ _ 

Princeton Research Institute 

Princeton ~ew Jersey 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

I know Yiss Burke as a fellow- student of rny daughter 

in the ColUI!lbi a Art -Denartrnent . Her personality and 

ability have found recogni tion with her teacber and 

her colleagues. I also believe that the ihvestigation 

she proposes could be worthwile and that she has t he 

experience t o carry it t~rough. 

Professor Albert Einstein. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed, _______________ ___________________ _ 

Position or Title _ ____ _ _ _ _ _____________________ _ 

Address. _ _____ ______ -=1:..:lo.=2~:_;re,.._r.....,,._c,.,_e_.__r__._S.....,t,_..r..., • .._..P._r,___,~·n,_...._c,__e ...... t .J.JO-f,n,........i1T~-~J;..,,~------

-------- ---,------------------'-'ate~erfber 1 G , 1939 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



OUTUNE OF ART DEf/.ONSTRATION PROGRAM 
OF SEIJU R. BURKE 

(To be presented as a Summer Lyceum Activity) 

I propose to present to the Summer School teacher­
student body in the North Carolina State Colleges some tan­
gible and concrete information on the technique of the sculptor 
in the fonn of lectures and demonstrations . For example, I 
would set up a portrait head in clay, choosing from the group 
~ subject. This would give the group much first hand in­
formation e.nd would acquaint the teacher- student with the 
physical and creative work that goes to :xoo.ke a piece of sculp­
ture. 

During the past year the President of the United 
States urged for the country a National Art Week. He felt 
that the wider dispersing of art information and the more 
exten.sive exposure of the populace to art works would enhance 
the growth of culture among the people of the country. I 
would suggest to the teacher-student that he try to stimu­
late the creative ability of pupils interested in e.rt, thus 
encouraging participation in the observance of National Art 
Week in the manner that marks the observance of the Nation.e.l 
Negro Education week, the National Negro History week, the 
national holidays, etc. This would be in line with the move­
ment for art appreciation which has been launched by the 
President. 

My plan is to present my program at four Negro 
colleges, spending one school week at each college . Theses­
sions could be one hour or more per day. This could bear• 
ranged to suit the progrrun of each separate college. The 
cost of various necessary materials would be about Twenty 
($20.00) Dollars . These materials e.ret 100 pounds of clay, 
plaster for casting and a pedestal which could be built at 
the school. 

The completed piece of sculpture would be left at 
the college as a part of the school's art collection. 



FELLO. 

April 4, 1940 

My deo.r !liss Burke: Ir you '-Ould like to su.b-
mt some of your work i'or 

the consideration of our art jury, will you please 
have it at the gallery of w. 3. Budworth & Son, 
424 West 52nd Street, l~ew York, by Tuesday, April 
9? 

The jury nill go over the 
various u!libits on Wednesday, April 10., and we 
should like to have you pick up your work as soon 
as possible after that date. 

Mis 
29 East 28th street 
Ne, York, N. Y. 

Very truly you.rs, 

Gr.onGE M. REYNOLDS 
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December 28th , 1940 

r.:r . Geo . : . • . 1enolfs , 
Director For :B'ellowsh.ip, 
Julius J.os cm,ald Fund, 
490 Ellis _l\senue , 
Chicae-o , Ill . 

1iy dear l .. r . Reynol ds :-

I -;:oulc like to tal·e this opportunity to triank you 
f-:,r consl-derin,... r.10 as one to recor•-, end candidla tes for 
t'-1.e Fellowship . 

In addition, I ·:·ould like to so.y that in su.::.i;~•eo tint 
:_:)ossi :Jle csndlda tes for the Fund, I aI'"l tal::inc into 
conslder:;ition the noble \/or'_: tr-ls fund. is doin.3 and realize 
the L'Tlportarce and responsibility of r1y choice . 

I ros:>ectfu.11;¥ subnit the no.mes of the~c three people 
who I sinccrel~ believe would in their respective pl~ces 
in t':1e vrorld, further tre purpose of the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund . 

ti r:iss Lilq Shelh;( -,,i 
557 ::errlc~:: Street 
Shreveport , La . 

I.:i"ls Shelby is at present a Student at th.e Art Dept . 
of Colunbia l•:-.iversi~Y . In snenldn'"" t-:, t:1e Director of 
t''le .t.rt Department "Ii th re,...l"'rd.r t-:> Lic,s Shelby, aside fro::,: 
;!1~~ ovm observation~ , Profesoor Fran1: • .achau hi,...hl:r 
recom."'1.ends :'iss Shelb:r . I hoer' that by ~hf tir:ie you have 
~lread;rr received ~resDondence from I.:is~helb';:'" . 

',.'illia..'11 Chase -- t 
43 .. e"t GGth Street 
Hew Yor}r City . 

:.~r • Chase \7hom I have mnonn for ei~h.t :;roars or riore, 
:i.s o. Journ8li"'t , thour h I do_ not 1mo\·; n!1.a.t phnse of 
J ournnlis:-1. he would o. "'Pb' :'or to the Rosenwald Fund . I 
have read l'is colu'in for a r-reat ' ann ,rears and observed 
thrcmt11 his :political cartoons that he" has rmch to say 
and I feel certaln tl1a t if :i vcn the o:ppo tur: ty in some 
s~ecific way, r . Chase has the c~ances or sreat success . 

I\U t. I \i\ 
d,'V'"' ... 

l.d 

:3llis 1
., ilson 

123 ~ast 18th Street 
.-~ew Yor': Cit:'": 

I recotrr""end ... r . \iilson o~ the basis of his art , as I 



( continued) 

feel ~e has the possi bilities of a ~reat artls t and I feel 
that v1ith the ai< of the Rosenwald Fund, ,·.r • ,!i l son could 
acco~plish a rreat deal of ~-~the has hoped to in his 
field . 

I ·, oul: li'<"e to s:rr further that I vrould lU'e :rou to 
feel free to co.l1 upon r1c at all ti::-ries :'or on;r informotion 
that I can pos "ibl:.r assist you ni t11 . 

Sincerely yo11rs, 

Sel r.in. l{ortens e -:-'ur1rn 

$-el-. A., /./. B v hfe 



JULI US ROSENWALD FUND 

Application for reappointment should be filed by February 15, 1941 . Pl ease attach 
six copies of a report of your prog~ess under your present grant, and of your plan 
of work for the coming year. 

Name Selmo, llPttQnso G. Rurko 

Penna.nent address #1 Burke Lane. Mooresville , N, C, 

Field SCULPTtim; 

oncise statement of plan of work Creative &cuJ,pture end research on 

the utility or Amerio@ stones and woods fo r the purpose af tbe 

If fellowship is r enewed, where and how do you propose to spend your time? 

To study at ,Columbia Universit)l". New Xork, N. Y,, end at The Academia,, 

San Carlos , Mexico City, P, F, 

Under whose supervision? Co]umhia University, blew Yark, N- Y, 

For what period are you requesting a renewal? one year, endin~ March 1, 1942 

Present status of work toward degree Am 1wtking toward a Bachelor of Arts degree 

C-zut: 1.~ 
rl I ,i-: - ) a-r r I--{'/{ , , ; 

List as referenQes persons under whom you have worked during your present fellowship 

'\

j---I'-",el.llou.pt,"ou.J...,rl~•A rn~a-.1...,1d....,., _n..,.e.ea.n ......... a.._f__..t .... b,..e_._.s .. c .... b .... a .... o .... J __..o .... f-A...,r.._.c...,bu.i .. tllola.,..c .... t ... u .... r .. e,., ........ c ... a .... J...,J1 ... rn ... b.ui...c:e.......,U .... n ._.i_.v...,e ... r ... s ... i.._.t"'.l~l-i' ;~M .... e ... r .... Ju;e;,­

Hooxer, English Dept •• o. MaJdereJJi, sculpture Dept., Erank Mecbeu, Art Dept, , 

s. Wingert , Dept, of Fine Arts, all of Colum.biA University, New York, N- Y. 

Amount requested from the Fund TYw Thousand ($2000 , 00) Do) Jars 

Publications, if any, since you were awarded a fellowship -------------

Are you applying elsewhere for a fellowship? If so, where? ---~LU--------

Do you plan to return to your former posit ion? Am at present a student 
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1!;~:s~· 2::~~t. , FELLOV~SH\PS 
Nev York City 

Mr. \illiam C. Haygood 
4901 Lllis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Mr. Haygood: 

W-LM" I 5' We! ~ i, 0 
~---'-ll-----

1n f L ~ 

------1-----1----1----

In A.ccordance vith your request of Uf,'U t 6th, ,·bier- I j:receiv d 
on the llth inetant, I~~ returning the ques aire with such 1nfo:r'TIIB.-=-· 
tion EU, fits my case . rhe qu~eti o:nnai re seems t:. a~ )l,i' to academic 
4
rojects rather than to sculpture . 

may 
ihinking that possibly in the course of reor anizat.cn, you/have 

lost sibht of 'iizy' outline of 6.Ctivitiec 'uring the year 1°110 which I 
subl!litted in Februal"J 1941, I &m enclosinr a copy of se.me here'd th. 

Since th1:1.t time, I have maoe a tour of my native state, i, Jrth 
Carolina, for the ~urpose o~ furthering my project (the stud. of native 
N rth Ar:erican sculpture media) and the cultural interests of Kegroes . 

This trio, financed with the last of rcy fello~ship money, vts to 
have been the first lop on a planned trip to Mexico where I ex)ected to 
study at the Academia San Carlos in Mexico City end investigate sculp­
ture materials in that vicini ty . 

At thrt time, I had , I t1ought, good reason to exnect that the 
fello'f•ship vr·uld be rene1 ed for 1,.noi:her yeRr , fls I had made 1or:>d use of 
my first year•s funds; 1md that money t c ntinue my .:eHcan ,roject , .. ould 
be forthcoming . Yben the renewal failed to mat6rjalize, I v·as obliged to 
abandon my plans and return to Nev1 York. 

Hov;ever , I v.as able to accom_.lish a considerable program in North 
Carolina, o ,_;,,,,,. the r~11 o ing i s a summary : 

Charlotte , r . c. 

Johnson C..! Em:i th University 

DeliverE>d lecture to .c,,,rt cla~c end en ir..formal 
t,:lk to student body. Arrangement::: made by 
Prof. Grigsby . 

vecond iard HiP-h School 

Deli verEd addrem, to ttulient nody, at the 1.·e,_uest 
of Dr. Grigsby, prir.cipcl (f,thtr of Prof. Gri ~by . ) 
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Statesville , N. C. 

Cool Springs HiPn School (a nodel school of North Carolina) 

Addressea ~tudcnt~ in ~rt 

::itor.,v Grove Count.1,, Sc ool, ~)rof . ~.:ason c. i~iller, Principal 

7al!-:ed to student body. 

Negro Jun.ior High School - Prof. t":oods , Principal 

Addre~sed tudent assembly 

Moore~ville iii h School (,mite) 
Two Junior 1igh Schools (·,,h:: te) 

Delivered lectures, iilu2trated ~ith f.r~ll 
pieces of sculpture in stone and plaster und 
photographs of work in va~ious North American 
media; po:i.ntinf out suitPble local materials 
for carving and sculpturP . 

Baptist Church ( ,.hi te) 

I,,:-,ctured on sculpture trends in .America today 

Moore:wil.Le l,'omans Club (thi te) 

Lecture on sculptur~· and erchi tecture in America 
and abroad . Request of Urs . Conn Johnson , President 
of 11oman 1s Club . 

In addit1Ln to the above prograJ , ~hile visiting Mooresvjlle I 
made a bust o: Dr . W. D. McLella.n , Chief kr"eon oi. Lo·rence li'Iemoria.: Hos­
pital, rhich v:as presentea to the !fooresville Public Library at the re-
qu€st of r,atrons of that institution. Dr. McLellan is ~ell kno~n ru1d li~ed-­
elmo:.:t revered--throu~ho:.i thl'lt section . Li ternl l;v the ¥·hole. to n tw-n°d 
out for the PJ.'esente.tion--the Msyor; principals, te-<lchers and students of 
school~; f>rofessionaJ end business men end their r.ives . 

.oecause ,_ t1.e c1.thusiasm created by ,, lectures anrl ~•hi:-_t they con­
sidered e:xtraordjnrz•,r rcco:::iplir-,fr:ients for a ~{egro , .. ".rs. Clay \ illiams, v,ho 
donated tne library t,- t."' t1.,rn , prosl:'nted to t:',e library a complete set 
of books en art , including thC' moderns . U!J to that time, a.rt clo.sf.es had 
not had access to needP.d r~sear~h material . 

It ;;as rema:r1rable tho.t fo the a,u~ience no distinction v.as made 
be:becn black ano 11hite . A friendly interest ~1,1d lack of discrimini tion 
were sho.m. 

On t:ie strength of nzy- ~-ork there and t.ne attention it c11lled to 
Negro cw. ture, .rs. Clarence MacJ;eely , wife of a leading banker, suggested 
th~t mv sister v10 is int~rested in dramatics h~ve her ~roup give a play: 
the :proceeds t.::i go to the Negro Cc:mnuni ty Center. ll-& . '!acbeely arranged 
fore r1ite auditorium end the pla_y was so well attended by tovncfolk thDt 
sufficient mone,y was reised to build and paint a much neede:d porch for the 
Negru Community Center. 



These inciden~s were concrete eYl:Uil les of the interest and 
1:,ood foeling ar used, which ,,ill have an ever widenin~ irSluence to~ a.rd 
better relations b<>tv een the races, and more oooort~,ni ties for t.t1e Negroes . 
I feeL that many influential ersons were for the fir~t time made a~arc tht 
Negroes have more thrm s,ng and dBnce ability and became intErested in doing 
sometHing about it. Certeir it iF thet tnese were ti,ings not ordinarily 
done in the South ;,,i"thout lon and laborioue efiort. 

All the good I have accomplished has been made possible by 
the Rosenwald .FeJlow5hip, for which I am deeply grateful, both for myself 
and for my re.ce. 

"'ince returnin, to New York I have done one piece in rorth Carolina 
blue marble ; modeled a figure in clay; nav cumol£ted e but of x . alter 
n:ite's son; ind run currently vorking on a bust of A. Phillip R.:i.ndolph, 

President of tne Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters . 

Under separate cover, l am sending photogre. hs of rGcent v.ork 
and clipnines f r om North Ce.rolina -oapers. 

Sincerely yours , 

Selma. H. Burke 
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Name Selma Hor tense Burke Field: Art-Sculpture 

Director, School of Sculpture 
88 East 10th Street, New York City 

Plan of Work To make an intensive study of North American Forest Woods , particularly 
adaptable to sculpture; to photogr aph and compile in bound form results 
of research in wood and stone . 

Personal Data 

Requests grant for one year beginning in June, 1947. 

Applied 1941 

Born Mooresville, North Carolina, January 1910 
Single, no dependents 

Age: 37 
Draft Status: None 

Undergraduate Work Slater State N orma.l , Wins ton Salem, N. C . , 1921, diploma 
Graduate Nurse, St. Agnes Hospi tal, 1924, diploma 
Columbia University, School of Art, 1936-41 

Graduate Work 

Experience Sculptor, WPA Art Proj ect, New York, 1936-37, $1200; teacher, WPA Art 
Project, New YorJ, 1937-38, ~1000 ; teacher, private instruction, 1938-39, $220; 
motor division, US Navy Motor Corporation, Brooklyn, 1941-43, $2000; teacher, 
Studio Workshop, 1943- 46, $1200; teacher, school of sculpture, 1945-,t600. 

Accomplishments Negro Business & Professional Women's Club; I nternational League for 
Peace and Freedom; Penn. Art Critic; Friends of Democracy Youth Group; Chair­
man, Art Committee Riverdale Children Asso.; Chairman, Continuation Fund 
Bethune Cookman College; Commissioned to do Roosevelt Pl aque , Col. Hayward 
Plaque; Commissioned to do Portr ~it Bust of Dr. Mary M. Bethune ; Guest 
sculptor, Yaddo, 1946. 

Fellowships: Julius Rosenwald Fund, 1940, $1400; Monitorship, 1939-40, $164; 
Beehler Steel Works Scholarship, Vi enna, 1937, $3000. 

References 
Mary McLeod Bethune, Daytona Beach, Florida 
Sarah Newmeyer, Museum Modern Art , New York City 
Bernard Davis, Northwood Textile Mills, Philadelphia 
Leland Stowe , Bronxville , New York 
Eli zabeth Aines, The Corporation of Yaddo, New York 

=tl E GOPY 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed $2720 
From Applicant 220 
From Fund $2500 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



1 . Description of the project , its character , sco e , and significance . 
As a project '-vorth:,T o,.' consideration for fellowship in the 

Rosenwald fund , I submit the follovine;; : 

To c1:1rve nine logs of ,ood, f ive and six foot tall, of Horth 
A.'llerican isrowth, varyin6 in kind, ofl'ered for study to me by 
ifir , Thorras Luther - 11 1:adison Av< nue , Sariato£,a • S rings , New York 
v•ho is a Director at Yaddo Copporation, Saratoga Sprine;s , 1few vorl, . 
Botanist and Colonel in the United Stites Army in charge of re1orestation 
of the Black Forest in Germany . 

Vl1th this nersonal gift I can carve these woods and test their 
adaptability to scul nture . 

During this past su...lit"er I uas guest scul tor at Yadc o . Rere I 
was rel ieved of the resuonsibilities of the chores of the dey, wbich 
gained for me an inval uable pers~ective towards for~u1~ting idea~ in 
relation to the carvin5 of wood s culptures , iy discoveries in working 
wi th these ,·,oqds thus f r ar~ 1)rovin__, very beneficial . 

This knowled0e of native permanent voods could be very practical 
for teacher and student of scul..,iture . The. econom.1 cal and "'ihysical 
impropities couJ.d be made hno,m. 

r.:ost Sculptors and students of sculpture regard foreign woods as 
of su:rerior auality for uerr'1anent works . Little is kno.in O.i our North 
AMERican Forest possessions in wood and therefore the? have beeri 
neglected in their uses . The se are less expensive and therefore could 
be used to 0 reater advcntage by sculptors and reco:rrnended more hi._;hly 
by teachers of sculpture . ray I 0 ive a fev1 nai"les 0f some of our local 
species of trees applicable to sculJture which I hoe to chisel and cori­
pile data on these rojects--

~ercus ruba- ----r ed oak 
Jue;lans cinerea L----butternut- whi te , •alnut 
:uercus velutina. Lrun--black oak, vellov, oak 
Tilia a..~erica.na------whitewood , basswood , bee tree , lime 
?icea Abies (L) h.arst--norwav snruce 
Ju0 lana nigra L --- black walnut 
Betula lutea l:ichx. f . ---- yellow birch 
Betula papyfifera l arsh --- _)aper birch, canoe birch, i.•hi te blrch 

Many time s during my lecture to.irs of the South and the Hortl1 I 
am approached by teachers and_students to suggest suitable woods for 
carving. Colle1:,es and ublic schools feel t_1at foreibn woods c.re most 
suitable . The reason _or this is the laclr o.,_ knouled(!,e of our ovm 
treasured ~ossessions in our o~n American Forests which are less ex9en-
si ve than foreign woods . I would 11' e to '1'1&1-.. e available to schools and 
colleges a pamphlet containing the verlous woods and in v1hat parts of 
A..TtJerica-they may be found and their suitability to students f sculpture; 
therebY keeping the students enthusiasm and his interests in sculpture 
at an enthusiastic level . 



., 

Generally local woods for carving like stone is still the 
students handicaJ bec.suse they do not know what is suitable and 
a cessable . 

Carrara (Italian) marble has made Italy famous and this . iaterial 
is used all over the ~orld . :~en speakinv of scul pture in stone one ' feels 
Carrara is the ermanent r10.terial . 

North A."'nerican Woods possess eriu 1 ciualities of those of foreign 
countries- yet unknown due to the lacJr of educating the world of their 
existance :et uithin easy reacL of the American Scul tor . 

Only one month ago \•.rhile dell vering a lee ture at the Vassar Club 
here in New York I rras asked to sum:iest a 1::)ook or pr>mphlet \·here soI!"e 
knowledge pertaini~ to American materials in wood and stone could be 
found . H re as so often before I ir_-ediately realized the necessity for 
a reference book where these materials could be found nearest our 
O'\'ll1. locality and their import~nt qualities for sculpture . 

Thus far my consultations with experts on this sb.b.ject of Horth 
American 1·1oods have resulted in confusion and contradiction all alon6 . 
Each has :J.is own pet idea a0out hem, •1hereas I intend to actually ork 
v•i th these woods so that the information and l{no\·le ge I intend to give 
the \'/Orld will be first hand, truthful, and simple--

2 . Present state of the reject and expectation as to co1 oletion . 
iny work on this project thus far has been to acouire these nine 

logs varying in kind . 

I deem it necessary to devote ei6hteen months to the actual working 
with this material 0 nd com:iling the data gained fror this resear~h . 

3 . Where work vvould be carried on nnd authorities with \'1hom it would 
be done . 

The Hork would be carried on at mv studio and at the school of 
sculpture with freauent consultations or' Botanist , L.r . Thomas Luther , 
of Sarato6 a Sprinbs , Ne~ York . 

4 . Exoectation as to iublication or use of results of m-v study. 
I expect to com ile all n,y findings in am1hlet form with 

,hoto0 raphs for the use of teachers and students in sculpture , schools 
and colleges . 



I also plan to use this knowledge uained b7r me to further 
my teachings of sculpture in ,,,ood and stone, and in 'iY ovm crflati ve 
undertakings . 

5 . Subse~uent plans for rry carreer . 
I p lan to create a grouo of wC'od c·rvinss for exhibition and a 

permanent place in .A:'.uericnn Sculpture by an American Negro Sculptor . 



1940 JW 

... 

Name 

Plan of Work 

Selma Hortense Geneva Burke 

29 East 28th Street 
New York City 

Field: Art 

To continue the study of sculpture, following an organized program, 
and making a speciaJ. investigation of native North American stones and woods 
part icularly suit ed to sculpture. 

Wishes t o work at Columbi a University, under •.tr. Frank Mecha.u and 
Mr. Oronzio Maldarelli. Has been a.dmitted . Seeks no degree. Probable duration 
of st udy t wo years, beginning Sept ember, 1940. Will not return to present position. 

Personal Data Born Mooreeville, Nort h Carolina, J anuary, 1910 Age: 50 

Undergraduate Work Classes in sculpture at Columbia University, 1956-39 

Graduate nurse, trained at St. Agnes Hospital, 
Raleig~~, !fort h c."..rolina 

GradU<lte Work 

Experience 

Accomplishments 

Publications: 

References 

Sculptor, \'IPA Art Project, New York, 1956- 57, $1200 . 

Teacher, WPA Art Proj ect , I!arla Art Cent er, 1957- l9, $1000. 

Privat e t eacher, 1958- 59, $220. 

tXB.ey pi eces of sculpt ure . 

Oest errei chiache Kunst , Vienna, July-October Issues, 1957; Art News, 
New York City, 1958; art icles in New York Times, New York Herald 
Tribune, Pittsburgh Couri er, Philadelphia Tribune, Chicago Defender, 
Afro-Ameri.ca.n, New York Age, etc . 

Ar. Walter White, National Assn. for Adva.nce:.nent of Colored People 
Ur . Oronzi o Maldarelli , Colum.bia University 
~ . Frank Mcchau, Columbia University 
Jr. Leopold Arnaud, Dean , Columbia University 
Dr. Albe:.-t Einstein, Princeton Research Instit ute 
Mr . Charles Studin, Lawyer, ?iew York City 

LE COPY 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed ,}1515. 00 
From Applicant 15. 0(,• 
From Fund $1500. 00 

AMOUNT GRANTED 





P rNChOS ,1 rtN 
PHO TO.:R P R 

610 EAST 15th STHt.ET 

BRO()l<L YN, N. Y. 
Tel: MA, 6-8011 



LFI'TERS OF RFrcltENCE 

Selma Hort enee Burke 

Mr . Leopold Arnaud, Dean, School of Architecture, Columbia University 

Miss Burke has been enrolled in our classes since 1956, 

studying sculpture under Oronzio Maldnrelli . Being seriously handicapped 

financially , she has been unable t o f ollow a complete program, which she 

greatly needs to round out both her general knowledge and her special ized 

training. 

A gifted sculptress, her work has attracted considerable 

attention, and 1~ is our opinion that ~ith time and adequate training she 

should develop into a creative art ist of real worth. A f ellowship would 

enable Miss Burke to pursue a planned curr iculum that would provide t rain­

ing and stimulus, both of which she needs equally. 

Miss Burke also has an int erest ing idea which she 

wishes to develop in connection wit h her training in sculpture: to investi ­

gat e the North American stones and wooos part icularly suited to eculpture . 

Many of these materials, t hough known, are little used at present, while 

others t hat offer great possibiliti~s in texture and color bre almost unknown. 

Her findings might be of real value t o art ist ic product ion. 

I t ake pleasure in r ecommend.ing Mias Selma Burke for your 

considerat i on. 

Mr, Frank Mechau, Associat e in Drawing and Paint ing, Col umbia Universi t y 

Mise Burke i s a person of f ine intelligence and charact er . 

Her wor k here has been f irst rat e . In rq opinion, t.liss Burke's program. i s 

a broad and well int egrat ed one, well fitt ed t o a sculptor's need. 



(totters of Reference - Selma Hortense Burke) 

Mr, Oron1io Ual dar~lli, Associate in Sculpture, Columbia Univerpity 

I have known Selma Burke for over five rears. 

She hao been ary pupil in Sculpture at Columbia Un1vere1ty for three yeare. 

Her pt:rforma:nce in this field ba3 been coneistently excellent. She poa­

aesaee natural talent and I ~Te great hopes for her eventual artietic 

dovolopment. Ber personality is very hUI!.t~ and ahe in endowed with great 

integrity . She hae been handicapped in her work !u.vi:-ig to pariodic-,lly 

abnt1don her studies, owing to tinanc-1.cl difficulties. If awarded. the 

Julius Rosenwnld Fello•eh1p, I believe it will be a gru~t help and i mpetus 

to spUr thie worthy student on to achinement. 

I haver 8d her plan or study oarnfully and 

approve or it entir cl~ . 

Dr. Albort !inatein, Princeton Reeearch Institute, Princeton, New J OT£ey 

I know 111a1 Burke &.8 a. tellow-student or ey dAught r 

1n the Columbia. Art Department. Her ptretonality and t1billty haY@ round 

recognition wit h her ~6acher and her colleague~. I also bolie~e that tho 

inveetl~at lon •he proposoe could be •orthwhile and thnt ~he baa the experi­

ence to carry 1 t through. 

Mr, l•lter tr.J.te, Seoret&r7, National A~aocietion for th Advonce~ent of 
Colored People, 69 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

I ha.Te seen onl7 photot,rnpho of Mist) Burke' :a •ork, but 

she came to me with very highcommcnaation tro~ porcon~ bett~r qualified than 

I to Jud£ th~ artistic merit of her work. Th~se included dietinguished 

eculptors and protessoro at Columbia University. 

filao Durke ' e project eppeara to be or Ter, considerable 



(Lette1•s of Re£er6!nce - St;l~ Rorti..ul!e. Burke) 

apoi:t&.uce. Su(H!H& of htJr proposed inv .. ctio;.:tion ::if ru..tive North 

Alllorioan stone:, and woods pu.rt cularly su.i tt.d t o r,culpturs shc.,..J.d bt1 

of enonious value . 

Mr. Charles StudiQ. Attorney-at Law, N~w York City 

I have knowo Selma tw-ke tor a. nWllb r ot yew-~ . Ste is 

one oi th(II rare people of thiG world. Dhe b.:.s gr,.;.t chorm, a:reat honor, in­

v·lncible col.ll'age and unflaggins d evotlon to bt:r work. You can judce rq 

op.inion of i.er from the fi.ct that I am 61vlni a ~ty ln h(- r honor at my 

apartment this afternoon •nd h ve invlte:d to it so1:t ot the meat ili1portt.nt 

fiiUTeD ln the world of art and ot~rni~a who live in New York City. 

Whil e I am not qualified to pass Judgll!cn.t on her •orlt aa 

e.n artist, I oan bear witne&e that she 11 highly esteemed by ao~e or the 

best ortists. I hAv• a piece of her work ia. llrJ house wbich he~ been much 

~d•ircd. 

I ahould e6leot Miss Burke ~an person who would aucceid 

1'n anything that ahe .mdertook and it u.ay well be that ebe i a d~etlned to 

become one of tho outet ancing artiuta of our ti~•• 

I have tried to convE-y in thia elcetchy w,s.y thet Mb• 

Burke it, a real peroon and th&t if' the Roaen.a.l.d Fund see&J fit to choose her 

for one 0£ it.a fellowehipa, it L'lh.y be au.re that it ia m&.kin& no mi auke. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate. _ _ __1M~i!::£s~s~Se=::l~ma~.!!Ho~r~t~·e:!!n~se:::.......=B::..::ur~ ke::::.,_ _________ _____ _ 

Report Requested 0 f _ _ ~M!!!r~-~Cba~r~l~e~s.2S~t~ud~in!!.-_ _______________ _ 

12 East 10th Street 

New York City 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristi~ an~ q~lifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution m the fie~d 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fell-Owship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 

grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 
/~~ft W/ . (j}1.i ~ ~..d.c 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT I have known Selma Burke tor a number of years. She is 
one of the rare people of this world. She has great oharm, great honor, 
invincible courage and unflagging devotion to her work. 

You oan judge~ my opinion other from the faot that I am 
giving a party in her honor at my apartment this afternoon and have 
invited to it some of the most important figures in the world of art 
and otherwise who live in New York City. 

While I am not qualified to pass judgment on her work as 
an artist , I can bear witness t hat she is highly esteemed by some of 
t he best a~tists. I have a piece of her work in my house which has 
been m.uoh admired . 

I should select Mi ss Burke as a pers on who would succeed 
in anything t hat she undertook and it may well be that she is destined 
to become one of the outstanding artists of our time. 

I have tried to oonvey in this sketchy way that Miss Burke 
is a real person and that if the Rosenwald Fund sees fit to ohoose her 
tor one of its Fellowships, it may be sure that it is making no mistake. 

OVER 



..I 

Is the candidate ·free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

She is certainly tree from personality handicaps and would satisfactorily 
till any position that she undertakes. 

SigneU-d ~~~J± · _.::::.....:::~~' · ___ _ 
Position or Title_----=.:A:....:t :....:t :....:o:.=rc..::n::...:e'-"y'-----'-a'-'-t::..----'-L=-a-'-w-------------------- -

Address 12 Eas t 10th Street, New York City , N. Y. 
________ ________________ ___.L.J'.,,te December 16th, 1939. 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate. _ _ ____,M.._i ... s...,s'-----'-'S""e..,lm...,a........,H...,.o,..,r'--"t""e""'n..._se""-'B""'ur.......,k..,.e'------ ·------- - ---

Report Requested of M~. V'la.1ter White 

Natiana1 Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

69 Fifth Avenue. New York City 

The above,-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

I have seen only photographs of Miss Burke ' s work but she came to 

me with very hieh comr:endation from persons better qualified than 

I to j udge the artisti c merit of her work . These included 

distincuished sculptors and professors at Columbia University. 

Mi ss Burke ' s pro j ect appears to be of ver y considerabl e i mportance . 

Success of her proposed i nvestigation of native North Amer ican 

stones and woods particul arly suited to sculptors shoul d be of 

enormous value . 

/ 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Position or 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate. _ __ _...::;M=i -=-ss=--=S:...::e=l=ma::.:......:cH.:..::o-=-r --=-te=nc.:.:s:...::e___;,;;_Bu=r::...::kc:..::e _ _______ _____ _ 

Report Requested of ___ .=Mr::...:....• -=0=r-=o=n.::,;z1.::..:· o:c....::.:M=a=la=' a=r-=e=ll=1.=-· ________ _____ _ _ 

Columbia University 

New York City 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return _it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

~ ~ 1,..__.,. ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Position or Title (..,u. 

Address ~ tLL-Y ~ - I t'-l:r ~~ UA.qc. .... -~ ~ ~ ~~ 
_ ____ ________ _...,ate A!)_~ . ~o! t<r J 7 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate. _ __ .......::M:..::i c::.s.::::...s_S_e.....:l:....ma..:.....__H-=-o-"--r_t e_n_s_e_ B_ur_k_e _ ___ __________ _ _ _ 

Report Requested of _ __ M::.:r::.....:..... -=F:...::rc..::ank='--""M.::::...e c.:..:h:.:.::a::....u..:....._ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ ___ _ _ 

Columbi a Univer si ty 

New York Ci ty 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Dear Mr . Raynolds : 

Miss Burke i s a person of fine i ntelli gence and char acter. 
Her work here has been first r a t e . 

In my opi nion, Miss Burke ' s progr am i s a broad and well 
integrated one , wel l fitted to a sculptor ' s need. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~M~ 
Associat e in 
Drawing and Paintini 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

~ 

Sign~ ~'--

Position or Titl.._e _ ___.;;.A=s=s=o-=c-=i=a-=-t=e~1=· n=---D-=r'-=a=w=i=n=g--=a=nd=....cP:...:a=i=n=t=-=i=n""'g.__,_, -=-Co=l um=b=1=· a=--->U=n,.,,i....,.v_e-r~s-i....,ty,__ ____ _ 

Address East Hall . Columbi a University, 1145 Amst erdam Avenue , New York City 

--------------- ------------Date 1/3/40 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



1940 ln 

Name 

28 Ef.llt !!Sf.ti !ltrcni. 
mm !or"- Ctcy-

Field: Art 

Plan of Work 
To contim.to ~ st,,..v;tr or zsau.lptu1-e, follo~;..ne on "1~.lli&c:d. ~"'osram, 

r..nd ~~ c ~oiel tnvnsticc&: !on or nt.t.tive !:oT~ .tllMrleeti at.c-·1~& And w:,:,od.Q 
i;>t=.rticulo.::-ly uui ~ ? ,rm.tpt\e$-. 

T?irosa t.o TtOi .. lc ut Col1!!J~.,. Un!wroitc, > un~m- Mr. f'.rank t.f:ac.'l.il.1\ on.d 
Mr. ora11~1o fl.s.l.~lli.. H ~ ~ ~~-~ .od. S\,llel::e :!lO det;rcc . PJ:'Chabl.e t!-..tr ts.on 
of atudy tTio y~a,. "C1A"'liug &ip~;~11 1940. Will nQ~ l"Gtm'-U to pre~nt polli ti.on. 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Work 01&,rnes in £cr.u..:.>turo D.t. ColU!l'b.ie ~'11vot"ru.fv, l9tG,.,,S9 

O:~te tl\1.l'"CO, trMned r.t ..i't.,. lil,l.eo J!oopitat, 
lcl.cig!,t forth C::lrOlin 

Graduate Work 

Experience C~ita1•, U?A Art Pro:cot, llow I ·!lit, itttiC•~ • ·ltOO, 

Age: BO 

~cehc,r, WP.A Art ~~,:,ot,. &!·l~ ATt Ott:ttt.':l"j 1057 ~~i ciooo .. 

Accomplishments ~ l? .. o of coulptui~. 

Publlo• t!.oruu Oeote:•roic:b.1.acho Ku~at.. Vie:~., Sul.¥-Octobor Iucuoo, .!.vt7J AI-t lfowz, 
• ow York CiV, l956J articl.ec ~ t!c:w Yorlt H.r::.91, Uw Y01•k Ho::a.ld 
fri'bun~, Pittsbllt'.;n C";)1rl~, Fh.tlndol~:;. 1'r1:bunc, Chica.ec, Defent"a:•, 
~~r1CM,, U0tt I"~:rk .Au,o, ote,. 

References 

1,,1, •• • ..., :,, . -:ii , na i\1Ual aen. £or b:ivanc':"~t ot Ct1.i.ored l'oopla 
:.f.x,..., Oro.."l l.o t!Al«kirclli~ Golu:nbia Uillvor~·\tq 
Ur. F.rank l!co.bti.a, Col\tt~b!a. Uniw:~·oity 
!lr., Lcc~ld !rn.aud1 Deil'.n, Cola:i1..'>1a Univeraity 
~ -.. All:>1,n··t FJ..oawin, ~·inoc:ton howm""Ch I:-tuti~to 
Ur~ Ch.nrloo 8-t.:fJ.n, Lavqcr, New lork. CiV 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



Sel Ilortena O. Burke 

1 . 

As a roj ct or y of c:msidera tion for f llo hi in the 

Ro nw 4d ~< , I rop-oaec 

'to ~ • a a ecL i .. oti tio (.1! ru t iv~ orth !Eerie n cton s a.."Ptd 

)ode 

to atu 

~ rtiou CJY- y ti t d to cc•1 tu.r • • .o ·t , cc o~'Ue, une eke " ilab .e 

ts nd tea 1era of cu tire the r r.u1ts of' Sv i.r.v ti)n. 

'!l'o obt in 1nit d , I u t. .fi'l" t fi d the t6ri l s ; .. hen 

car full,y .. t b1 ity to c t.uro, in o cos a ex c ti. iec s 

to rove the l'!'Orth .t tho u.terinls . 

J}y obc0rYet'io1..e duririg t,h-., fo•.i:- ye rB I .b.nve ::.twlied nt Colu111.bi 

ha. ro n t me th t- c.a e roj ct i11 o ... vl ... cl i rte.nee to Air.cric,m 

c 11 tu.re . Durl the a • er echonl of 39, I Lr :-uc~t_y dl ~~ ed c ~ ture 

r,d c:.i tur 1th tct1chor- tu ents h er tor.cl. rs d h d& of 

art ~e a1·t ntc 1 N• ols nd c •llogcs t.irou .:rnt J.t.orica . o t f thea d 

U.1 . degr e . Out of fifty t c .ors, o 1y i'ive had t!ono om N~v.!. •& :!n wo:>d in 

l ow re iefs; d none, a, nrently , had ~T6r ~rke in stone; nor 

ext, siiv kno 'led.ge -:,! native er ~r •. ent tc1·ie.l1 for 6Clll tu.r e . 

d they ony 

o t ec..11 tors nd £tu~ent.s ..,f cu ti.!'e n"'nt t ri&le 

nerally in ~er..1s of forei n eton s , ouch s Be '1- 11 bl c.. mb e , Bo! inn 

G , nite, Carr r (I 11 ,) ... b e , fr.cun ri:. , etc. Th ne i o ted ,tones 

er tre ... ,:, ly c en he nd. the cu tor or student 1 too oft• n ic ,ed 

b7 11G i.. it,- to b t<lrl ls . So e .ten iv th t-0 in 

Am ric thet it ~onstitut s a co cider be in try abro d . k rlc~n ton • 

l10u h ey e r e e tUil t!> th for i&!ll 1:1.r e re , ti vely little Ml)'711 or s..d, 

duct in both text\l~·a end or; 1.cy. For exa 1e2 York toasil is u be utiful 

qua _ly dur ble, b,rt Kn tn1 to f&w olac. etone citlil r rble 

o-

acu tor ; G or is ink a-bl i fJ i_ r rblos; T n.~ ssee 



Selma Hortense G. Dt.trke - 2-

and Vermont f°".ll'nish fine r lee for scul t'J-e, •Ud Al::tP,rican grim!tes are "ual to 

the i o:-ttt·d Yc1.t·itics . Thore a.re ~ ot,1lor oven le~ssr no1m t tonoa in A, erica 

that end t le."'l t r ' chi ol. 

In addition to the 1 ort nee uh t 5,1ch c 

tJrs 'ffOU <.\ ro . te such i;;." t eru :ts ! r vider a cco/ nee tn Amer" can b 

In a.ddit"on t.o corcyin.r ~ut the e.bove r;Jj ct, ; - n VO i.ld iba to 

c.:>nti e 1 , st. diee 1. Columbia \rf!h•crs::.ty !or ~n ,ther ye~ or ye r ~d ~ 11', 

t inc ddi t .• on .lr ·n the hi t r .;f c.rt, t.he t dy f the bUilll.11 .·lgu!'e , 

nrl o ... ect 

i ii et to re,;· re -:n the 

ib~ ry ! Col bi Univ~~sity nd th~ b C lbr ri 8 0 H Y rk City. I 

of teriale rttb er and chi~el cr.d co. ilinc o cat.r, nili re~tire nt 

least ;:,ne yeitr . 

3. .. 

v.ssociate te char~ f the Sch~1l of A ·td cture of Col oic Cni~ersity. 

I ex ect to us, the rno"'l. .dga ge. ed in ce-rry~ni out zr, ject 

i .y " ure r,. o t achil'I ec 1.,hed !'or-il1 



Sel.mc; Hort nia G. Burke - .3-

c;,ul d a1Eo be ede avv.1 blc to r b!t cts, ·c 

FJcu tu.re throi...gh:, it Am ricu. I 

of o t t r udi " Jegro c r· ot.crs . 

d 1,tudents of 

tur 1 st 1di~s 

I lan en :y lo try to i:.~ ro" e :i' ..-erk s .. s ·u t0I' nd to give 

t ~, students the be:1efi t ,r . ;w. t I hav~ 1 -.:1, c' . 



<tnluntbia ~ni\ltmitp 
tntbr~itp:Ofl}ltm!.ork 

SCHOOL. OF ARCHITECTURE 

Julius Rosen~~ld Fund 
Fell owshi p Co!!lmi.ttee 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Gentlemen: 

O' 'S 

November 27, 1939 

/3 tZd-1 0 

Miss Selma BurJ;e has informed me of her intention Tc I itF ◄ d i ~, I - ,_.,..,_ , • to apply or a uius osenwald Fell owship in order to con-
tinue her studies in scul pture at Columbia. University. 

Miss Burke has been enroll ed in our classes since 
1936, studying sculpture under Oronzio Maldarelli . Being 
seriously handicapped financially, she has been unable to 
fol low a complete pr ogram, which she gr eatly needs to round 
out both her General ¥11owledge and her specialized training . 

A gifted sculptress , her work has attracted consider­
able attention, and it is our opinion that ~~th time and ade­
quate training she should develop into a creative artist of 
real wor th. A fellowship would enable Miss Bur ke to persue 
a pl anned curriculum. the.t would provide training and stimulus, 
both of which she needs equally. 

Miss Bur ke also has an interesting idea which she 
wishes to develop in connection vTith her training in sculpture: 
to investigate the North Amer ican stones and woods particularly 
suited to sculpture. I.iany of these mater ials, t hough knovm., 
are little used at present , whil e others that offer great pos­
sibilities in texture and color a.re almost unknown. Her find­
ings might be of real value to ar tistic production. 

I take pleasure in recommending Miss Selma. Burke 
for your consideration. 

Respectfully your s , 

Le~~ 

LA:LV 



Selca Hortense r . :~r~e 

OUTLINE 0 3: ACTIVITIES DUilNG '!.'HE YEAR 1940. 

I. l'OKITOR TO FROFESSCR U.LJ::RZLLI A? CCilJ1.'.EIA lffIV!:?SITY 

In the Sc~co l of Sculpture . 

IL sm tI.'F SCHCOL COURSES : 

Dra¥-~nf'" under Prof. T. Cor nahan 

Hi story of' Fine Arts ur:de~ 1 r. S . 1•-inrert 

Sculnture under Prof. o. ra lderelli 

II I. FALL TEFL : 

Enr;lish u• dcr Pr of. 1 .. crle Hoover 

Rister~, of Fine Arts under ~·r . E. 1 . Upjohn 

Dre.v:in.g: under Pr of. T. Cornn.hen 

Dr a,·iinf under Prof . Frenk !lec~au 

Sculpture under Prof. C. ralderelli 

IV. ccrFF''"::TCES .. I TF sc:JLFTOW' f~JJ: 1..?~~a 'T'ECTS : 

1 illia..'7 Ic rrett, Sc.,lptor, Pierront , '1 . Y. 

"iillie.m Zora.ch, Scul ptor , ~!e·:; Ycrk, ~J . Y. 

Joh.'1 Grer-ory , Scul ,tor, ?Je·:-' Ycrk, !-:; . Y. 

L. P. Ade.ms, Architect, ne·· Ycr k , U. Y. 

1~illiare Lescaze, .Arc1.itect, •re'" Yori.-- , ''. Y. 

V. RESEAfiCH r; I.USLUI. S : 

The I .. uscum of } odcrn Art 
Conferred • ith J'iss Hussey 

The I. useum of !;e.tur a.l !:istory 
Conferred v:i th Dr . Vokes . Dr . l ou[h e::1d 1. iss Gr e,y . 
Did e~tensive research. 
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Dt: C;iS':RATIO:;s IN SC •u:TJ E TECffi:I~'C: 

Rutherford Rif~ Sc}1ool, Ruthcr""ord, :i. J . 

Tinstcn- Sale~ Teachers Collcrc, Uinston-Salem, r . c. 

\'II . I!':CP.l"/,L LECT"J'RES on SC"JLPTi.Jl:E: 

VIII. 

l1ftlrine Chepel , A.? .E. Zion Church, }. oo r esville, N. C. 

·: inston- Salerc Teachers Colle,.e , -inston- Se.lem, !l . C. 

SCt:LPTJ1'c, ::.z::IEITIC!T : 

"Cne. ! rm Shew" , ",:;.nston-Ealcn Teec!ier:; ~cllen-e 

Portnit, T:.e Artists Galler~· • r;e, Ycr k , :r. y. 

?ortrd t , 13Sth Street Library, ~1e•:: Yc:rk, ~T. Y. 

Portrait, The .P,rt Galler:.·, Colur.bia Univorri.t:• 

:~r.nk, The : od rn Art l use'.lrn, iJ"li -vorsi t: · of Indie.ne. 

IX. FOFJ UL.AT!::D LYCEUll .?FOG:F.flJ 

(Soc c.tti::.chc..:. descriptio:i of pro;-re.,, .) 

T~IPS TO ( U.A..'lll'IES : 

Yreste:rl:r, I . I. 
Putlend, 1 ass . 
Port lend, I ei ne 
Brr ttler cro, " . ·..r . 

Richmond, Ve. . 
tr idnite, !" . c. 
Tuckahoe, 1• • Y. 

?cntrtivcli· s~::c~,,lc .... "or F(.11 of 1541 at Colun1 ie. TJ: iversity 
(Pppr~vc.l o:: D1.;cn .Prna.ud securel and putlici~.- &rr a.ngenents 

discussed . ) 

XII. ·,on: I!J PROGRESS : UFE SIZE FIGi.,F..E 



LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Selma Hortense G. Burke 

Leopold Arnaud, Dean, School of Architecture, Columbia University . 

Follomg the plan of study which she submitted to the Rosen­

wald Committee, Miss Burke has registered in the University for several 

courses, with special interest in her major field of Sculpture . We are v.ell 

acquainted with Miss Burke, es she has been a student in our sculpture 

classes for several years. 

The fello,.ship award has been of inestimable benefit to 

Mi~s Burke . It has c.llowed her t o receive a more r ounded education, has 

opened many new horizons for her, and has allowed her to devote herself to 

studies without the stress of financial worries. Mi ss Burke has reaped great 

benefits from this year of work. If it is at all possible to do so , I 

strongly recommend that the fello~ship be renewed. Another year of serious 

work, similor to the one she is nov completing , Toula. undoubtedl;y fit 

Miss Burke for teaching in the Negro schools of the South, as she intends to 

do. 

I take pleasure in recommending Miss Selma Burke f::-r JOUr 

serious consi derati on. 

O. Ma.ldarelli , Associ£. te in Sculpture , Columbia University . 

Miss Burke has done some ver:5 constructive ,;ork at Columbia 

during her Rosenvald period. Her plan to finish her fellowship in Mexico 

is very good. I think the exoosure to Mexican art will be verJ beneficii;,l ,. 

in her eventual development . I recommend her for an extension in t~e Rosen­

v,ald Fund for another ye«r . 
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felmt Hortense G. Burke 

.Frank Mechau, Director, Dre.wing, Painting , Sculpture, Columbia Universit;y . 

M.iss Burke, to my belief, has ~orked hard and .ell this past 

ye&r . I fear she tried to cover too much territory in line of duty barking 

her shins along the scholastic Jine . H&r sculpture is improving, v:hich is the 

important thing . I hope you see fit to grant Miss Burke a rene~al - she is 

a r.orthy person . 

M. M. Hoover, Assistant to the Director , Universit) Extensi on, Columbie Univerfity . 

As an artist Miss Bur ke is exceptional. 

She was a member of one of my classes in Engli sh last tern. Here, 

I em sorry to sa;r , rrry report is not so favorable . Misf Burke claimed thut she 

wae doing too -nuch 1:ork outf,ide the classroom, i th the result that she had no 

time for ~er wor~ in English. r.natever the cause may have been, she me.de slight 

effort to do the required work, although her English is ver; immature . 

If Miss Burke expects to Carry out her cherished plans , ~he will 

be called upon frequentlJ to vTite and to speak. She rhould be able to use 

clear and effective English. I ,.ould suggest that one of the stipulations for 

e. reneral of her fellov,ship should be that Miss Burke make an honest and 

vigorous effort to i. prove her English . 



FELLO 

April 17, 1940 

Dear Hiss Burke: It is a pleasure to inform 
you that you have bean se­

lected by the Com:ii ttee on Fellowships of th& 
Julius Rosen.:nl.d Fund to receive a ernnt or 
One thousand four hundred dollars {U,400) to 
a.:3siat you in carrying !'on-ard your s tudies in 
scu1pture o.t Columbia University for one yeer 
'beginning in &ptember, 1940. 

Please let us kno~ at once 
if you can accept this gr ant. An official an­
nounce:.wnt of the Committee 1 s selections for 
the yenr rill be made !loon nnd it can incl ude 
only ti1ose from whoo acceptances have been re­
ceived. 

GY:.?.:t.il.O 

_ tA j s, SoJ,;m .U0rJ:ie~~ 
29 East 28th Street 
.Ne3 York, N. Y. 

Very truly yours , 

J os 



CEf ~LO\"IS J~ I PS 
ACCOUNT Negro Eel J ottsb j PB APPROPRIATION No. ~9- 7 

NAME OF STUDENT Selm& Hort ens e Bu~ke 
';;I 

ADDRESS 

INSTITUTION ATTENDING Co~11mbia llnil'.erflj~ 

INSTITtmONAL POSITION Erh~r.te teacher 

SPECIFIC FIELD Sculpture 

STATEMENT OF OFFER 
GMR to Mi es Burke - 4'17/401 .- i 

"It is a, pleasure ta iDfQ ... l:'! iQll th.at icu ha:iz:e been aelected bv t h!:l C2mmitte~ 
Qll Fella!!ahipa Qf the l12li1rn B.aaenwald Fllnd tc r~~~iv~ ~ gr@:t Qf One thou~end 
fanr bundred doJ J ars ($) , 400) to eEsist you in cs-r-cying f aruard Y QllI: • s tudies in 
acllJ p:tan::e a±. Calumb:ia IID j :v:ers::i t~ for orie Jear beg:irJidng jn Sep±.£:mbcr, l 940 . " 

-

AMOUNT OF OFFER $1, 400 PAYMENT DATE" - -
CHECKS PAYABLE TO 

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER nn"' VAA-r' 

APPROVED BY ~ ----"" ·-- AUTHORIZED BY ~ I 

PAY M E N T s 
DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE 

. 
E XPLANATION AMOUNT 



Mr . George M. Reynolds , 
Director for Fellowships 
The Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear !~r . Reynolds: 

29 East 28th Street 
New York, UE'i1 YORK 
Apri l 19, 1940 

Your letter, informinf me that I he.d 'been selected 
by the Committee on Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwald 
?und to receive e. grant of One thousand four hundred dol­
lars to continue rry studies at Columbia University, broucht 
me great joy. 

It is with deep gratitude that I accept the grant 
and, hutr.'t:ly realizing the responsibility i t pl aces upon 
me, I pledre a zealous pursuit of knowledge out of fflich 
I trust may develop some achievement worthy of such benev­
olence. 

With sincerest thanks, I am 

Most respectfully ·yours, ~ 

g~ ~0L>-~ 
Sel~.a Hortense Burke 

SHB :CEG 



Dear liss Burke: 

llay 1, 1940 

i'nen you ar e ready to begin 

work under your fellowship 

grflD.t, ld.ncll.7 submit a payment plan th.at will meet 

your needs. It is customary for Fellows to pre.fer 

payment either in monthly or ~uarterly install ments, 

but if another plan is more agreeable to you do not 

hesitate to auggest it. 

Very truly youra, 

DOROTHY A. ELVI [)Gf 

DAEiRI 



Mias Dorothy A. ElYidge 
Julius Roaenwald Fund 
4901 Rllia AYenue 
Chicago, Illinoia 

Dear Miss ElYidge : 

May 7• 1940 

In answer to your l etter I should so like 
to begin work on my fellowship grant 
June 1, 1940 and the payment plan which 
is preferable f or me would be the following. 
Three hundred dollar■ for June and one hun­
dred twenty-fiYe dollars per month there­
after. 

If this is agreeable, may I also suggest 
that the checks be sent to the Drydocks 
SaYing Bank to be accredited to my ac­
count. 'l1he address of this branch 1 a 
The Drydocks s evingisrnstitution, 
742 Lexington Avenue at 59th street, 
New York City. 

Sincerely, 

~ lma Hortense BU6 
29 East 28th street 
New York City J 

\ 



llay 9., 1940 

Dear Miss Burke: The payment plan outlined in 
your r ecent l etter is entirely 

agreeable to us. I shall s ee that you receive f 300 
on June l, $125 on the lpt of each month from Jul y l 
to and including February l, 1941., and a final pay­
ment of ~100 on M&rch l. 

le shall send t hese checks to 
the Drydocks Savings Institut ion in Ne~ York to be 
deposited to your a ccount. 

DAE:AM 

Kiss SeJ.st J3o;cuao~e..llP..~~ -""" 
29 East 28th Street 
Ne• York City 

Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIOGE 

S\-\\PS 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue FELLQ\h/0 LJ I pc 

CHICAGO / ~;~J Q 
To The Iirydocke bavings Inetitut.1ca Payment Voucher No. l~.t.J.. 

1/C - SeJ.ma Horten8e 1!\lrke 
UU WWW ■- W:U!W,.3!!:P. 

The Drydock• Sa~ini• Iuatitutlon 
742 tex..lngton Avenue at 59th Street 
New lc;,rk Cit.7 

Date 

Firat installment on fell owship granted 4/17/40 - - - - - - - - • $800.00 

Ck.#25109 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

4 ,l 
Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

59- 7 t5oo.oo 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



llay 51, 1940 

Gentlemen• Kindly deposit t he enclosed check 

tor tzoo to the account ot 

lli ss Bel.me. Horte~ee .~ notifying her when 

this has been done. 

Very t ruly yours, 

DAEiRW 

Dry-docks S.vings Institution 
742 Lex1.ngton Avenue at 59th Street 
lie• Iork City 

Cc to lliea Selma H. Burke 

DOROTHY A. ELVIOGf 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

To 'lhe Drydooke Sov1nge Inet.1.tution - A/C -
FELLOWSHIPS 

Payment Voucher No. °1.6 1 

Selma Hortense Durke Date J d,r 1, 1 240 
~-----·---... .,...., .......... ,=!ll1'!ftl,i!P.¢,-,-~,-==:_,,.,, 

74i Lexington Avenue at 59th Street 

llew York City 

Acco unts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro J ellowships 39- 7 $125.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

NA Comptro ller 



FELLOWSH \ PS 

Jul~r 1 , 1940 

checl: for 1125 to the eccount 

• # ::nor 

The trydocke S~vings Institution 
74?. LexicFtcn Avenue at 59th Street 
Nsw York City 

c . c. ~ies Selw..a. Hortense Burke 

HY A. ELVI 



FELLOWSH\PS 

Jul y Bl, 1940 

Gentlemen! Kindly deposit the enclos~d check 
' 

for $1::.5 to the account of Misa 

Selma. Hortense Burke ~ notifying he:r ;:hen this ha6 

been done. 

Very t ruly yours• 

DAEiRW 
DOROTHY A. ELVIOGf 

Drydoclcs Savings I nstitution 
7 4C Lc:x!.ngto;l Av euue 1 e.t S9th Street 
.New Yort< City 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CH I CAGO FELLOWSHIPS 
To The Drydooko Sarlng& Instituti on 

Ale Sel.J:ia Rort enaa Burk«> c--

h 

742 L~gto:i l:n muo, at 59th Street 

New York City 

Accounts 

lfo:.,To Fellcwshi pn 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

lkK 

Payment Voucher No. 14.71. 

Date J'U.1¥ :n, 1040 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Comptro ller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

4901 Ellis Avenue Srsjj PS 
C H I CA G O c.· -=-, L Ow 

Payment' Vouclier No. 15 
IT'ho Dr.,-docka SaviniJe Institution 

Date iiur,unt 50, 1940 

fourth pAylilOnt on i'olloWflht.9 gri:.nted 4/l'l/40 - - - - ... - - - - - - Cl ~S .. 00 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

McK 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

39- 7 ~125. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Gentlemen: 

FELLOWSl-llPS 

September 50, 1940 

Please deposi t the enclosed 

check to the account of 

Mias Selma Hortense Burke, notifying her when 

this has been done. 

Ve~ours, 

Secretar y to Mlso Elvidge 

The Lrydocks Savings Institution 
742 Lexington Avenue at 59th Street 
Rew York City 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO I_OVVSHIPS 
To 

'rhe. t rydo~k• Saving& l oi:titution - A/ C -
Payment Voucher No. 1752 

Seliua Hor t enae Burke 
Date 

Fifth pay-.«111t. on fello• 1h.i.p g1•ant - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... $125. 00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fellowships Z9- 7 t12s.oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

£M 
Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO F':LLC\NSH I PS 
To The t rydocks Savin~a Institui~ion 

tic - Sel~.l'. Hortense Burke 

The Drycocke Savings Institut ion 
74£ LexinGtOn Avenue ~t S~th ~trcet 
Ne• York City 

P V h N 185"! ayment ouc er o. -

Date October vl, 191.0 

~i.J..th p~yrnent or- fr:llowrhip grunt - - - - - - - - - - 1rs.oo 

c1c.i2ne1 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro F~llowships Z-3-7 ~lVii . 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



-t.LLOVVSr-HPS 

Octot er 51, 1940 

Gentlemen: Pleas e deposit the ~nclosed check 

f or $125 to t he account of Yiss Selma 

Hortense Burke. notifying her when t his has been done . - If you will send me t en or twelve 

deposit sl ips , I shall be glad to make t hem up when 

sending in f uture deposits for Miss Burke . 

Very truly yours , 

~ 
Secretary to Miss Elvidge 

The Dry-docks Savings I nstitution 
742 Lexington Avenue at 59th Street 
New York City 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 1-1 () NSH \PS 

CH I CAGO r 
To 

';.u~ L1-ytlock• ~av~• Inotitution - A/C -

" 
ii..;. fa•,1eiock:a, &es,vi~(-j Institution 
?4t Lexington ATeuue at 69th Stree~ 
Bew York City 

Accounts 

Negro Felloffshipa 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Payment Voucher No. 20ll 

Date 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Comptroller 



~ .r . u- co .. . l.e-•no 1 :s , 
• I b> .uirecto ..... or L'ello':1<> :.") , 

.,,, Jul i u::: ,10 ~en-.val( .1.' unc1
, 

400 .. a1 1 .... ~v":n.uc , ff: t,.O C'1ica ·o , ::::11. 

~-.:dear. r . Rey~olds : -

1)/ . n.y .!. ta ce this opportu..'11 t:t to inquire as to ·:rha t 
_,,,,,, McthC)d Tu:- 1)e 1 1sed to enable a rene1·1al of .,. "./ Fello•.:ship . 

I as~ this so that l ray continue the wor 1 I am .:.n the 
l'1idst of doin·· at Colur.t1)ia Uniyersity . 

• •• Fcllorrnhip ns :·ou kno,·;. • ·ill exp · ,,.e on .:arch 1st 
"n' it • 1uld then be lmpos sible for me to coT"lpl('te my 
Scholaf'tlc sub,iccts in ndd.:.tion to my creative p"'o,· cct . 

I r:o ,1 • reatl:- apprccia tc h ea:rin~ fron ~.,,-ou and 
bee for yonr consideration in this :mD. t.t,er o 

/i·'t, I l-C< ( 1,( (( ,, t )7Lo.-<-/ j I 

• 

..>incerely ··ourn , 

Sol,..,a uortcnso Bur!-::e 

1-J,t. ~ r,,l /\ ~ l,.M u 
~ .J- ~ k~~ ~ ~ 7 ~, 

((M~ ~ ,,~~ - °1~ ~ 
~~~ ~ l l,...-.. - v 

- J ,<;/_,J t 



Gentlemen: 

December M, 1940 

Please deposit the enclosed 

check t o the account of 

»iss Selma Hortense Burke, .notifying her when 

this has been done. 

Very t r ul y yours, 

DAE:AM 

Drydocks Savings Institution 
742 Lexington Avenue at 59th Street 
iilew York Ci ty 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO f " 
:'ho Drydock:• Savinga Inatitution - J./C ... Payment Voucher 

Selca ilortenne Burke 

742 Lexington •~enue t 59th Street 

Bow York City 

''"'HIPS 
No. ilC7 

Ei ghth i1l~ttll'1l."11t vn fcllouuhip grw-.i.t. - - - - - -· - - - .• - -· - ... 126.00 

Ck.124128 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fellowships 53- 7 l.!5 . 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

J,_j 
Comptroller 



Selma Hortense o. Burke 

OUTLINE OF ACTIVITI ES DURING THE YEAR 1940 . 

I . AStIST.AN! TO PROFESSOR llALDERELLI AT COIDMBIA U?UVERSITY 

I n the School of Sculpture. 

II. SUlO.!ER SCHOOL COORSF.S t 

Drawing under Prof. T. Cornahan 

History ot Fine Art• under Mr . S. lfint ert 

Sculpture under Prof. o. Kal derelli 

III . FALL TERM, 

Enrlish under Prof. Kerle Hoover 

History of Fine Arts under Mr. E. M. Upjohn 

Drawi ng under Prof. T. Cornahan 

Drawin& under Prof . Frank Meohau 

Scul pture under Prof. o. Kalderolli 

IV. CONFEFEJICES WITH SCULPTORS >.ND ARCHITECTS t 

Wi l liam Barrett, Scul ptor, Pierrtont, N. Y. 

William Zoraoh, Sculptor, New York, N. Y. 

John Gregory, Scul ptor, New York, N. Y. 

L. P. Adams, Architect, ~ew York, N. Y. 

T;illiam Lesoaze, Arohiteot, New York, N. Y. 

V. RESE.ARCR IB IIUSEUWt 

Museum of Modern Art 
Conferred with Mies Hussey 

Museum of Natural History 
Coni'erred with Dr. Vokes, Dr . Bough and Mia• Gray. 
Did extensi ve research. 
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VI. DEllONSTRATIONS IN SCULPTURE TECHNIQUEt 

Hamden High School, New Haven, Conn. 

Rutherford High Sohool, Rutherford, N. J. 

Winston- Salem Teachers College, Wineton-Salem, N. C. 

VII. INFORMAL IECTURES O:R SCULPTURE, 

Watkins Chapel, A.M.E. Zion Church, lf.oore11ville, N. c. 

Wimton-Salem Teach.era College, Winston-Sal em, N. c. 

VIII.SCULPTURE EXHIBITIOWSa 

"One Man Show", Winston- Salem Teachers College 

Portrait, The Artists Gallery, Bew York, N. Y. 

Portrait, 136th Street Library, New York, N. Y. 

Portrait, The Art Gallery, Columbia University 

)(aak, The Modern Art Museum, University of I ndiana 

• 
IX. FORk'ULATED LYCEUM PROGRAM 

(See attached description of prot rem.) 

x. TRIPS TO QU.ARBIES 1 

lleaterly, R. I. 

Rutland, Mass. 

Po r t land, Maine 

Brattleboro, N. H. 

Richmond, Va. 

Hidnite, N. C. 

Tuckahoe, B. Y. 

XI. PREPARATIONS FOR "OHE JJAN SHOW" IN NEW YORK 

Tentatively Scheduled f or Fall 1941 at Columbia University 
(Approval of Dean Arnaud secured and publicity arrangements discussed . ) 

XII. WORK IN PROGRESS t LIFj SIZE FIGURE 



OUTUNE OF ART DEJ.:ONSTRATIOB PROGRAM 
OF SEIJIA H. BURKE 

(To be presented aa a SuJmDer Lyceum Aotivity) 

I propose to present to the Summer School teacher­
student body in th~ Borth Carolina State Colleges some tan­
gible and concrete information on the technique of the sculptor 
in the form of lectures and demon.etrations. For example, I 
would set up a portrait head in clay, choosing from t he group 
my subject. Thia woul d eive the gr oup much f i rst hand in­
formation and would acquaint the teaeher- atudent with the 
physical and creative work t hat coee to make a piece of sculp­
ture. 

Duri ng the past yenr t he President of the United 
States urged for tho country a Rational Art Week. He felt 
thnt t he wider diapersint of nrt information and tho more 
extensive exposure of the populace to art works would enhance 
the growth of culture among the people of t he country. I 
would sugreat to the teachor- atudent that he try to stimu-
late brslmr.papi:h t he creative abil ity of s tudent• intoreated 
in ert, thua sxJCbbg thus onoourer inf pcrtioi pat ion in the 
observance of Nat i onal Art Week in t he manner t hnt marks the 
observance of the Nr tionnl Negro N uaation week, the National 
Ner ro Uiet ory week, t he nationa l holidays, etc. Thie woo ld t e 
illi i n line wi th the movement for art appreciation wh' oh hna 
been launched by the President. 

Vy plan is to present my progr 8ll1 at four lecro ool le~e•, 
spondinr, one school week at each oo.llege. The aeaeions could be 
ono hcur or more per day. This could be arranged t o euit the 
pr or r e.m of each separate oollege. The coat of various neoea•&ry 
rnt er i als would be about Twenty {t20.00) Dollcre . These JMt er ' n l s 
are s 100 pounds of clay, plaster for casting and a pedestal which 
onn t e built at the school. 

The completed piece of ecul pture woul d bor.~eift at t he c 
college as a par t of t he aohool'a nrt oolleotion. 



LETTERS OF REFERE...'JCE 

Selma Hortense Burke 

Mr. Leonold Arnaud, Dean, School of Architecture, Columbia University 

Miss Burke has been enrolled in our classes since 1936, 

studying sculpture under Oronzio Maldarelli. Being seriously handicapped 

financially, she has been unable to follow a complete program, which she 

greatly needs to round out both her general knowledge and her specialized 

training. 

A gifted sculptress, her work ha.s attracted considerable 

attention, 1md it is our opinion that with time and adequate training she 

should develop into n creative artist of real worth. A fellowship would 

enable Miss Burke to pursue a planned curriculum that would provide train­

ing and stimulus, both of which she needs equally. 

Miss Burke also bas an interesting idea which she 

wishes to develop in connection with her training in sculpture: to investi­

gate the North American stones and woods !)8.rticulerly suited to sculpture. 

MRny of these n~terials, though known, are little used at present, while 

others that offer great possibilities in texture and color &re almost unknown. 

Her findings might be of real value to artistic production. 

I take pleasure in recommending Miss Selma Burke for your 

consideration. 

Mr . Frank Mechau, Associate in Drawing and Painting, Columbia University 

Miss Burke is a person of fine intelligence and ch&.racter. 

Her work here has been first rate. In my opinion, Miss Burke's program is 

a broad and well integrated one, well fitted to a sculptor's need. 
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Mr. Oronzio Maldarelli, Associate in Sculpture, Columbia University 

I have knoffll Selma Burke for over five yes.rs . 

She has been my pupil in Sculpture at Columbia University for three years . 

Her p~rformance i n this field has been consistently excellent . She pos­

sesses natural talent and I have gr~at hopes for her eventual artistic 

development . Her personality is very human and she is endowed with great 

integrity. She has been handicapped in her work having to periodically 

abandon her studies, owing to finnnciel diffic.ilties . If awarded the 

Julius Rosenwald Fellowship, I believe it will be a great help and impetus 

to spur this worthy student on to achievement. 

I have r ead her plan of study carefully and 

approve of it entirely. 

Dr. Jlh~~t Einstein, Princeton Hesearch I nstitute, Prin:etvn, NeT Jer~ey 

I know Uiss Burke as a fellow-student of my daughter 

in the Columbic Art Department . Her personality and ability have found 

recognition with her teacher and her collF.agues . I also believe toot the 

investigation she proposes could be worthwhile and that she has the experi­

ence to carry it through. 

Mr. Walter White, Secretary, Nation~l A~sociation for the Advancement of 
Colored People, 69 Fi"th Avenue, Ne.r York City 

I ha.ve seen only photographs of Miss Burke ' s work, but 

she came to me with very high commendation from persons better qualified than 

I to judge the artistic merit of her work. These included distinguished 

sculptors and professors at Columbi a University. 

Miss Burke' ~ project eppears to be of very con.iderable 
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importance. Success of her proposed inv~stigation of native North 

American stones and woods particularly suited to sculptors should be 

of enormous value . 

Mr. Charles Studin, Attorney-at Law, New York City 

I have known Selma Burke for a number of ye&rs . She is 

one of the rare people of this world. She has great charm, great honor , in­

vincible courage and unflagging devotion to her work. You can j udge my 

opinion of her from the fact that I am giving a ~rty in her honor at my 

apartment this afternoon and have invited to it some of the most importa.~t 

figures in the world of art and otherwise who live in New York City. 

While I am not qualified to pass judgment on her work as 

an artist, I can bear witness that she is highly esteemed by some of the 

best artists . I have a piece of her ~ork in my house which h~s been much 

admired. 

I should select Miss Burke as a person who would succeed 

in anything that she undertook and i t may well be that she is destlned to 

become one of the outstandi1'5 artists of our time . 

I have tried to convey in this sketchy way that Mi ss 

Burke is a real person and that if the Rosenwald Fund sees fit to choose her 

for one of its fellowships , it may be sure that it is making no mistake. 

AM 
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Name 

Plan of Work 

Selma Hortense G. Burke 

Student, Columbia Univer~ity 
148 To.st ::...8th 3treet, Ne'.'; York City 

Field: Art­
Sculpture 

R.EAPPOIU'.LIEiJ'I' 

Creative sculpture and research on the utility of American stones 
and \'!oods for tne purpose of the sculptor. 

T'!i shes to study at Columbia Univer '3ity and at The Academia, San 
Carlo.3 , '.foxico City. Proh.1ble duration of v:ork one year . Is now working to;wrd 
a Bachelor of Arts degree . 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

Born ~iiooresville , Nortn Cr•rolina, J anuar-J , 1910. 

Classes in sculpture bt Colu~bia University , 1956- 39; 
Columbia Uni versity , 19~0-

Age: rl 

Experience Sculptor, \1PA Art Project , New York , 1936- 37 , ,$1200; 
teacher , WPA Art Project, Harlem Ar t Center, 19?7- 39, $1000 ; 

private teacher, 19ZS- 39 , ,;21G0. 

M~ny pieces of sculpture . Accomplishments 

Publications : Articles in Art Ne·,75 , Nev: York Times , New York Herald 
Tri bune , Pittsburgh Cow·ier, Cnicago Defender, etc . 

Fellowship : Rosemrald Fund , 1940-4.1, ~1400. 

References 
Leopold Arnaud, Columbia University 
'for le Hoover , Columbia University 
O. Maldere~li , Columbia Universi ty 
Frank ~.foch .... u , Columbia University 
S. Wingert , Columbia University 

Budget Swnmary 

Total AmoW1t Needed ~ 2 , 000 
From Applicant 
From FW1d ~. 2 , 000 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Miss Selma Hor tense G. Burke 

Mr. S. Wingert 

Columbia University, New York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. (not enclosed) 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~~~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Miss Burke was a student of mine in a Summer Session course in 1940. 
Her work, unfortunately, was very poor, and on the basis of it I would 
certainly not recommend her for a fellowship . I understand, however, that 
her real forte is in the creative art field, not the historical , and that 
in it she shows real promise. But, since I have not seen any of her work, 
I am not in a position to pass judgment on that phaee of her activity. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Yo - ~ ~ """ 1 ,e..~ • 

Signed --~"-~ ( __ S_. _ Lvt..._. --h--_ _ l--____ _ __________________ _ 

Position or Title t..,,,...~.. "'~ ~~ &k 

Address ___ ___,C~,e~._ £.,,._ 1&,., ; .,_.,,._z,.,._·~-""-~• _..,,,i_._,'f~ ,._,<:"'-'-• _______________ _ _ 

-------------------------- Date. 6\4A. .. ( 1?, l]..f:( 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

Miss Selina Hortense G. Burke 

Mr . Leopold Arnaud 

School of Architecture, Columbia University 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with y()ur statement. 

t not enclosea.J 
We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 

plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the FeHowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

~nl-- ~ 

Director for Fellowships 

N~ss Selma Hortense G. Burke was a.warded a Fellowship f r om the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund for the year 1940- 41 . Following the pl an of study 
which she submitted to the Rosenvrald Committee , Miss Burke has registered 
in the University for sever al courses , with special interest in her major 
field of Sculpture . \'1e are well acquainted with faiss Burke , as she has 
been a student in our Sculpture cla1;ses for several years . 

The Fellowship awar d has been of inestimable benefit t o 11iss Bur ke . It 
has al l owed her to receive a nore rounded education, has opened many new 
horizons for her , and has allowed her to devote herself to studies with­
out the stress of financial wor ries . Miss Burke has reaped great bene-
fits from this year of work. If it is at all possible to do so. I 
strongly recommend that the Fellowshi p be renev:ed. Another year of seri­
ous work, similar to the one she is now completi ng , would undoubtedly 

fit Miss Burke for teaching in the negro schools of the South, as she in­
tends to do . 

I take pleasure in recommending }.liss Sel ma. Burke for your serious con­
sideration. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed ------~--,.---,- -~-d~~---1111111.._ ""_"_~ ___ L_e_o_p_o_l_d_f:_ •• _rna_ u_d _______ ___ _ 

Position or T itle __ D_e_a_n_ - _ S_ch_o_o_l_ o_f_Ar_c_h_i_t_e_c t_u_r_e_ -_ C_o_l _um_, _b_ia_U_n_i_v_e_r_s_i _t ~y _______ _ 

Uew Yor k , U. Y. 
Address.-------------------------------- --

D Febr uar y l { , 1941 ___________________________ . ate.----~-----

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Miss Selma Hortense G. Burke 

Mr . O. Malderelli 

Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. ( not enclosed) 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Felfowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

~7X- ~ 
Director for Fellowships 

'.'l!:iss Burke ht-4s done some very constructive work at Columbi a 

during her Rosenwald period. iier plan to finish her fellow­

ship in Mexico i s very good . I think the exposure to Mexi ci.ill 

art will be v0cy beneficial i.n her eventual development. 

I recorru~end her for an extension in the Rosenwald Foundation 

for another year. 

OVER 



. • 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed ~~~$• 
Position or Title Associ a t e i n Scul"Dture 

Address ____ C_ol_um_b_i_a_U_n_i_v_3_r_s_i_;ty'-------------------------

________ N_r 13_,_1 _Y_o_r_k_, _t_Je_\_\ _Y_o_r_k _ _________ _ Date 2/ 21+/ 41 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Miss Selma Hor~ense u. Burke 

Mr . Frank Mechau 

Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 

t-1 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fell ow ship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. (not enclosed) 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Feliowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~~-~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

rfLJ ;y-ea/( J , Je z£V( 
i ~ h~£~~-
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~£ 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

B se return to the D tor for Felio • ships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois . .tld ressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Miss Selma Hortense G. Burke 

Mr. Merle Hoover 

Columbia University, New York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. (not enclosed) 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

Mr. George M. Reynolds 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

De_ar Mr . Reynolds 

~?X-~ 
Director for Fellowships 

February 21, 1941 

I am pleasett-to--ma:ke a frank statement concerning Miss Selma Hortense G. Burke. 

I.n-t,h~--e:ce, as an artist Miss Burke is excepti onal. om various author-
ities here on the Campus I ha~arned that she is a mos ented sculptress. More-
over, she has the highest pm-poses for herself any er artistic ability. She 
plans to make a study df"'various sculpture ~1.als i n the United States . She also 
plans to intere$t her omi people in ~h& kind of work that she is doing. 

She was a member of one of nry classes in English last term. Here , I am sorry 
to say, my report i s not so favorable . Mi ss Burke claimed that she was doing too 
much work outside the classroom, with the result that she had no time for her wor k 

OVER 



in English. Whatever the cause may have been, she made slight effort to do the 
required work, although her Engli sh i s very immature. 

If Miss Burke expects to carry out her cherished plans , she will be called 
upon frequently to write and to speak. She should be able to use clear and ef­
fective English. I would suggest that one of the sti pulations for a renewal of 
her fellowshi p should be that Miss Burke make an honest and vigorous effort to 
improve her English. 

Very sincerely yours 

M. M. Hoover 
Assistant to the Director 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed __ • -~..L..-J.£..--=---'-· __ _:_'_t_4~_<> __ tr-_...,_L_...e..._"--_____________ _ 

Position or Title _--'A2 s~s~1=-!· s::..:t~a~n~t!~t~o~t~h~e--"D~i~· r~e~c~t~o~r ____ _.,T.n.Tn..,.i....,vu;e...,r-"s...,j_..ti,;..y--"-'Ex,,_t.Lil,eCl.Jnws:wi..._._o.LJ.n.,__ ____ _ 

Address - ~CQO_,!,_lUillM!!!Jb!,l,11,.!' aLJ.UunuiJV~e~r..QS..1.i..1,.tyl-______ BQ,r,1,.:0u.,a;.;..1d.1..1\'i[t<ta"',lyL--"au..n .... d__,_J ...1.J .u6__;Su.±w,rue::.ceut..._. --------

____ __JNwe:::..iw"---.JYw.a ..... r...L\k➔,__....N .... , _y..,.· --------------- D ate. Feb , 21 , 1941 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Julius Ros ... nvu:..ld l"und , 
4901 llis v enue , 
Chicago , Ill . 

/ -
7 n-1-J=I ffi_,___, 

I - I -/1--1----I --4a I 

J anuary 4th, 1941 

Att: Kiss D . A. Elvidge 

1~ de r I iss Elvidge· 

I •·1ould like t0 tal"e this opnortunit:I to thank 
YOU for tr,e informat-ton regarn.inr; the Rosenwald Fellov'JShip 
Fund in connection v1itL the fede::>al income tax returns . 

Hiss Sell:l.e. H. Durke 
148- 50 ~ast 22th ~tre~t 
Nei:.: Y0r 1':: City . 

Resryectfully yours , 

Selma II . Burke 

/ 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 
Tha Dry-docka Sv..vtnes lnsti tution 

A/C - Selma F~rt~nse Burke 
. •- ,.;: i,.;:. -.,..•, 

742 Le.xin ton ATenue at 59th Street 

tf ew York City 

Date Janu~-ry &l, 1941 

Ninth ir,iltallr:,ent on t &llowship grent - - - - - - - f l fS.,00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fell owshipe 59- 7 t12s.oo 

2~09 

Credit 

----------------,-------c--------------'----------....;__-----
Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



Dr . Edvtin R. !!.Jnt r ee 
4501 Fllis Jvenue 
r~icar.o , Il l inois 

9c&r Dr . ~;n,.br ee : 

_ L'b-8· to 
~~)f ,, ff ~t, ~:~ 

-1_/;__(P_ - ~ 0 148 Er.,tt 28th St reet 
H~vr York , New Yor k 
Februe.r y 1, 1941 

In ~• application :'or a fello-·,s:-,ip I rent:cne" the year spent 
studyinp· in Euro•)e . The pEJr sons who s: onsore-i rr:1 ~tud: acrocJ. 1•re now 
ini.e'.'.i~o . Ine>fruch a.s tr.e ,·er hrf :rczen ·~heir Euroooe.n assets , t:1ev 
have l ee';i une.blc to subsi..iize e.n~r cf ry activities recently• ho·;·ever, ~ on 
the nnc •here tr.ey live th,:,re is a sred which he.s beEm ·.1seC: t.? an artist . 
They SUf"'€$ted thc,t I co:r.e there am: rork for u.hile . Because or 7-he 
nforen<nt~o!leJ. finencic.l 001-c.iticn, the offer is of necessity limited to 
the us of space cnl:· . 

I should lil:e to avail rr.:·self c, this op-oortunit:,,, dncc it 
..,_·ould expedite a.nd enhonce r,1,mt aspects o,;,~ ... 'le ori· inel ple.n o" r,:' project . 
I rae.d :-+e'1.de' t.c r-E>}::: o "iel' +rir :..ntc t::c soutb·:est evont·,Jclly. :::'1~is 
co,ild l::e eccc::-nlishec: c--: -:,:• v·p~- to :_exico. T:.e!'c are sor.:e ,,exic1:;n s'::cnes 
rnrl ··roodc ·;1-:ich, I ru:: "'iV'r.. to understnnd , "'culd 1:o worth l'';' investi:e.tion. 

Dean Ar'te.ud of the School cf J~rc'iitecture at Colu:i1l-ie. -Universit:r 
reccntl:· e:ct;errle' r '1 invi te.tion to re "'.;.c uve m;· .'in:t " one- me.'1 ""10\"11 in 
V1e sc'hool e.ller-y . I ste.11, or course, strive to have rnr-ethinr reall y 
worthw'1ile e.nd outsto.ncinr- 1'or '·•1is e:-:', · , ition. 'fr c>o r-o will reouire 
erclusive conr•entn:ticn on m;' sc-;,l··ture. I h..:11e "01-ir this lest se;·ester 
t 1ft r:r ecE.cex: ic • erk •·'ls ci,ert 'r nor· ·' 1e..n it~ shE.re cf' ry t:.tted·ion 
and emor1y . T1-.c ranc!", is r.:jles . .'rc:r c,er:rtr.inr , there"ore, ::i: feel t'hat 
t-is ••r1.1ld be: ')Onrlu.cive to rr~T sccozr,plishinl" ,~ork of such ("•ue.l it? Pf. ,•.il l 
~1.1stif:· t :1e cc~1col Is cc·nf'ide!lce ir:. ,i ;:in re t}1i s eY.hit it, on, net to r,·en­
t·' o:r. ~:· clli rtion to t 0; fOf'Il?rnlci :'< r ~e+ion. I s:lc·11d li' e to --ork 
t c,..c u~t' 1 J.u .,,ct, st •·; :i cl, tir•e I w.; ll return +c 1·E', Vc-r'r in orc"'r to 
rC'''JJ:E' "Cr ',. rt Colw"llia. "Jrlverfit" in crpter1::er. 

I:· ffelinr i~ t':a.t t '1ir •·,ould. le: 1:r-iquc opporb.1ni~:·• ·:1is 
CJ. :;."'iO:: is f:1::..re 1 rlso ".;, .J.)ef''", rnn'~d it < er I ;.r~·e discusfied + 1is 
'"' ror.,o'"r l r·.t le'1.rth . I fuvc f'ltc discui~ed it -,·:it:1 t,_ .. o cf' ry t''[lonrors , 
! r . • 11 t1;.r • .. 1.:..te cnti ; r . C:1!'rlos 3tudin. Th~· l r ree enthu~in:,ticrll~, 
, it:·. rr,:, plrn . I rJ no;, ....,reprrin a re~or-t er: ·the \'nrk eccor_plisl,e, to 



- 2 -

dote, re rrdix· n;' f6llov·ehip . I rhell in"lu F: c r-o..., .. o~ thi<- rerc:rt uith 
r:· fl"'""lic£1.tion fo1 ~he rcnc,··&l cf::· rc...,t. 

I rho·.1.lrl r,preci&.tc he: rin !'roL, :·cu 'eforc ... h,., en 1 o' 1 he rer-is­
tretion -~riod r•or t:.c ce,. i!l "'Or.ctt"'r , . er rurr:· 8th, c - I ,. '11, o;' "O ·r • 
fcllc.·,. .1ttcver ; cu s'.l, t ci::t . :f t·.is l· r. ,es net rG0eive: cur c.pprc,rl , 
l ::-l.t.11 re i ::i:cr r.cre r.t tl1€ Un;ivers; t: . 

/k~ /~,u_,-
fPl• n : •1r1 e 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 
ARTHUR B. SPINGARN 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
DR. LOUIS T. WRIGHT 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE EXECUTIVE OFFI CERS 

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE WALTER WHITE SECRETARY 

ROY WILKINS 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE 
NANNIE H. BURROUGHS 
GODFREY LOWELL CABOT 
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S. D. McGIil 
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Leon A. Ransom 
Stephen J. Splngarn 
Louie L. Redding 

69 F IFTH AVENUE, NEW Y ORK 

TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4-3!5!51 

Official Organ: The Crisis 

My dear Mr. I!lnbree: 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
EDITOR, THE CRISIS 

THURGOOD MARSHALL 
SPECIAL COUNSEL 

WILLIAM PICKENS 
DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES 

DAISY E. LAMPKI N 
FIELD SECRETARY 

E. FREDERIC MORROW 
BRANCH COORDINATOR 

GEORGE B. MURPHY, JR. 
PUBLICITY ANO PROMOTION 

MADISON S. JONES, JR, 
YOUTH DIRECTOR 

Miss Selma Burke has talked with ne • -
concerning her lett er to you of February 1st. 

I do hope that her request for a grant from 

the Rosenwald Fund for study i n Mexico can be 

granted . 

Mr . Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwal d Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, 
Illinois. 

WW:CTF 

Secretary. 

32nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, HOUSTON, TEXAS, June 24-29, 1941 



FELLO' 13: dPS 

Febt"Uary 5, 1941 

Dear Miss Burke& Mr • .fubree has referred to me 
your letter of February l , 

a!'.d I have read it ri th interest. 

If you are advised by your 
instructors at Col umbia University that it would 
be a good plan f or you to wor k during the next 
few ~onths in Mexico , such a plan is entirely 
agreeable to us. We sh.all be glad to have you 
keep us informed of your address. 

All good wishes to you. 

Miss Selma Burke 
146 &iift zSUi St£%@ C • 
Ue°" York, N. Y. 

Very truly yours 



FELLOWSl-tlPS 

February 11, 1941 

Uy dear Miss Burke: Your application for a r e­
ne~al of your fellowship 

has been received and it dll have the careful 
attention of the Committee. 

I am sure you realize that 
this application will have to be considered along 
vii th all or the others r eceived this y:Jar, !:llld that 
our approval of your proposed trip to llexico ap­
plies only to your present grant. I mention i t, 
however , in order that there may be no possible 
r:dsunderstanding . 

All good wishes to you .for 
your proposed stay in a delightful country. 

Very truly your s, 

G~R* ULU 

Riss Selma Hortense G. Burke 
148 
New York, N. I. 



Mr. George M. Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 
The Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Reynolds: 

FELLO'v\'SH 1 PS 
0 

- ~1-

1 

----..,...:. '"14&-l<last:

1

S--t -re_e_t_/ 

New York, N. Y. 
February 12, 1941 

Thank you for your very kind letter of February 5th. 
I have received the approval of my instructors at Columbia Univ. 
for study in Mexico, and am planning to leave New York about the 
18th inst. for Mexico City. 

I shall advise you of my address upon my arrival there. 
Meanwhile, I can be reached in care of Wells Fargo, Ave. Madero 14, 
Mexico, D. F. 

I am today mailing to you an album containing photographs 
of some of the work I have done during the year 1940, to be con­
sidered as a supplement to the report of my work mailed to you on 
the 7th inst. 

With kind regards, I am, 

Yours very truly, 

;~ /3~ -
Selma Burke 



FELLOV✓SHIPS 

RETURN RECEIPT 

Date oJ iJloffII_____ _ ______ / _ l _____________ , 19 __ 'f 
Form 8811 • ----•••-- ol-lllM 



No. __ _ __ _ 

Return to_ 

Street and N um her, ,1 / 
or Po$( Office Box, JJ 

Pf.NALrY I-OR PRIVAlt: us~ TO AVOID PAYMENT OF'fft'!, G[. SY.:0 

ub"-U1 

Vf}? ) _~~~ ----~ - -·-·---~-~~-­
CH I CAGo, 

ILLINOIS. 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue FF~ I OV SH . S 

CHICAGO 

Tothe Drydock• Savinga I11stitut:l.on - A/C -
141H Sel.rr.n !!or-ten:.• nurke 

1,2 Lexington Avenufl at ·s9th Street 

New York City 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date 

Fi!Ull payment o:n crnnt ot ti,,oo 111Ade 4/17/40 - - - - $100.00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Begro l ellowshipe t100. oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

!II 

Credit 

Comptro ller 



·..1 

FELLOWSH1PS 

August 20, 1941 

Dear f.lis5 Burke : Tlwlk you for your nice 
letter ot A.ug-11st 14 and 

the r.ihotogrl'l~ ... s and clippings which came by 
separat& mail. I did have a copy of your out­
line on f'i le and t. e purpose of my recent letter 
us cerely to bring your ctivi :t1es up to date 

tor a report to O'J.r trustee..,. I .;;.m sor ry that 
you had t.o go to this extra trouble, but the 
full et....t.l.:cnt of ycmr prca.ucti ve year under 
.fellowship will be of interest 1n our report. 

Your reception in Uooresvllle 
was indeed unumi.u., and I imagine was a motter 
of considerable pride and satisfaction to you. 

I hope you 111 continua 
to keep us informed of your career end accomplish­
ments. 

Sincerely yours , 

WCH:t!cK 'lvlLLIAM C. HAYGOOD 

14,1Bs Se~ n, BurJFe 
1.4b Eas 28th Street u... 

New York Ci ty 



PROGRESS REPORr - JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND FELLOWS 

Na.me __ s .... e .... ~ __ :n_R_ ;l .... o...;,r .... t .... e .... n_~_e_G..;...... _B_u_r_lr_e _________________________ _ 

Present position __ ~_~o_n_e ____________________________ _ 

Address 148 East 28th Stre~t, Nev Yor~ City 

Since your fellowship was awarded have you received 

(a} a salary increase? ____ N_ot..:.-e_m_T)_l_o.;;:.y_e_d ________________ _ 

(b) a promotion 1n rank? If so, please describe ___________ _ 

Degree received during award, or since, or progress ma.de toward degree: 

Publications, if any. (Please give titles, date, and place of publication .) 

LectiJrP. □Pterfal nubl:i shPd in nev·soaner artj cl 'rn 

Prouosed vol ume on nsP of mitiw, $C1.1lnturf> media not vet re'3.dV 

f ·r TlUbli ceti on . 

Special honors or activities fee con:v of ~rPvio sly sub~itte~ Outline of 

Activities for 1£40, attached hereto, together ~·ith sun.hlement~ry _etter . 

General remarks _ _______________________________ _ 



I 
f'.ELLO\NS\-\\PS 

Weij O Sebw Fl. Burke 

,,£ 148 f.a~t-- ~th Gtreet li~ I 
0 

New York City 

October 7, 1841 

Mr . Villiam C. Haygood, 
Director of I'ellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue , 
Chicago, Ill . 

Dear Mr. Haygood: 

In Jrder to carry on my s~Jdies in sculnture 

and comolete 11\V investigations in native P~ericAn mediq 

begun under the Rosenwald fello1-"shio (a renewal of which 

seems to have been denied me), I am tryin~ to get another 

fellowshin. 

For this ouroose, I r.ould ~u~h r~nreci~te the 

return of my oortfolio sent you l:cist Februor,r nnd the 

h_( &­
e✓.;;-;~1~1" ~ 

additional material-ilewspaper clioning, nhotogrenhs, and 
10 / ?/<-J, I 
~ 

outline of work accomplished under the Rosenwald fellowship-­

sent in my letter of August 14th. 

Sincerely y~ /1.~ 

Selma H. Burke 



ily dear .;iiss Burke: 

FELLOWSHIPS 

Oetober 9, 1941 

I wa re~ to you today 

by Rail way Express the 

exhiuit materi&il which ~ou have sucmitted in con­

nection ~ith the fellowship mich you held fro~ the 

Fund . This eons i sts of the portfo-1io presented to 

the art jury last Februa~ , an-1. the envelope of 

glossy prints and clippings •hi.ch you sent me 1n 

AUguSt. I hope you are successful in obtaining the 

liCH*MLO 

llias ~ l.ma H. Burke 
148 E&st 28th §Gee£ 
liew York City 

Sincerel y your&, 

\ L D 



( THI S SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS) 

Mrs . Ferdinani de Bermingham, Jn 
26 Washington Square 

New York 11 



SCHOOL OF SCULPTURE 
67 WEST THIRD STREET 

N EW Y ORK 12, N . Y. 

SELMA BURKE, DIRECTOR 

ADV I SORY BOARD 
C O·CHAIIIMEN 

HELEN R . ELSER 

MR. ANO MRS. ROGER BAL DWIN 

DR. M ARY MCCLEOD BETH U NE 

MR. OELO S BLACK MER 

RUTH OANENHOWER WILSON 

TREASURER 

K A Y OE BERMINGHAM 
MR. OAVIO COHEN 

MR. MAX COH EN 

MR. BERN ARD DAV IS 

MR. H O WARO OEVREE 

MRS. PEGGY ANNE DURANT 

MRS . BURTON EMM ETT 

O R. ALPHO NSE HENINGBURG 

MR, AND MRS. W I L LIAM PICKENS 

MR. LELANO STOWE 

MR. ANO MRS. CHARLES H . TUTTLE 

OR . AN O MRS. HAMILTO N WI L LIA MS 

MR. WALTER WHITE 

You are oordially i nv ited to an open house 

at the Solina f'\lrke Sohool of Sculpture, 67 

feat Th1ro St reet, on Fr1~ay, J !llu ery 24t L, 

t he f i rst am1veraary of t 4 e school, f r om 

f'our to seven o • cloo&, to se e t he rooent 

work of ~ elmn y u:ke 
O
rd her otutinnt a. 

R. s .v .. . on enclo sed card to Mra . Ferd1r.ani 

de Bemin ham , J r ., 26 Waohington Square, 

Nelf York ll. 



In order ~o bring your filee up to date on my work ~ay I submit 
plaoes I have exhibited my sculptures and work permanently placed since 
1940: 

Mao Millen Galleries 
Mooresville Fublic Library 
Imwtown Gallery 
Pyrom.id Club 
Atlanta Un1vera1ty 
British Art Center 
New York University 
Free World House 
A. C. A. Gallery 
Greenwich House 
St . John's Church 
Baltimore Museum 
Cleveland thlseum of Art 
Brooklyn Museum of Art 
Jluseum of Seattle 
Uuseum of Rhode Island 
Critics Show 
G. Place Gallery 
st. George's Church 
Albany Institute 
Vassar Club 
Hampton Inet1tute 
Modern Age A.rt Gallery 

(First Ono Man Show) 
Permanently placed Drawing: 
Howard University 
Permanently placed Sculpture: 
Atlanta University 
Mooresville Public Library 
Modern Age Art Gallery 
Recorder of Deeds Building 

(U. s. Gov't) 
u . s. Armory 
Negro County High School 
N. Y. Public Library 
Public School #39 
Public School #40 
Bethune Cookman College 
Bernard Davis 
Charles Studin 
Miss Nora Holt 

(British Intelligence ) 
Dr . Jean Sisley 
Camp 1'1nis1nk Tovm House 
Dr . Godfrey Nurse 
Mr. Leland Stowe 
Captain N.cDonald 
Mrs . H. Griffin 

ss &a~t 1 otfi St--te"t, 

New York City 
Mooresville, N. Ce 
New York City 
Philadelphia, Penn. 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Ne,7 York City 
New York City 
New York City 
Ne\7 York City 
New York City 
New York City 
Bnlt1more, Maryland 
Clevele.nd, Ohio 
Brooklyn, New York 
Seattle, Washington 
Providence, Rhode Island 
Now York City 
Washington, D. c. 
New York City 
Albany, New York 
New York City 
Hampton, Virginia 
New York City 

Washington, De C. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Mooresville, N. c. 
Nev, York City 
Washington, D. c. 
145th St . N. Y. C. 
Statesville, N. c. 
136th St. Branch N. Y. C. 
New York City 
Jamaica, Long Island 
Daytona Beaoh, Florida 
Philadelphia, Penn. 
Now York City 
London, England 

Paris, France 
New York City 
New York City 
Bronxville, New York 
Nevr York City 
• e 'ork City 
~olf.i ~a,,, 9>f.one ~ffi.. 7 .1;276 

1940 
1941 
1941 
1942 
1942- 3 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1944 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1944 
1945 
1945 
1946 
1946 
1945 



DR • EDWIN R . EMBRE1.; 

4901 Ellis Avenue 

Chigago , Ill •. 

t=EI L r) 
Oct . 30th, 1946 

) 

Dear. Dr . Embree in 1940 I received a Rosenwald 
Fellowshipaat Columbia University to study North American 
materials for Sculpture , the grant was for one year and since 
that time I have consistently made progress with my art ,some 
of the out standing acheivements , have been , the s~ccessful 
execution and placement of the plaque of the late President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt in the Recorder of Deeds Building 
at Washington , DC . Tl).e ~laque r epresenting the 369th Heg­
Iment , commanded by thre J'.ate Colenel William Haywood , t he 
plaque is 9ft , x6ft and is place in the US Armory at 5th Ave 
and 143rd St, NYC , Mrs . Roosevelt was the Guest §peakerand 
there were some 15000 people in the Stre ts of Harlem of 
which some five thousand , saw the W1Veiling . 

It was a few weeks before that Mrs Roosevelt came to my studio 
and saw the plaque of her Husband before it was completed ,and 
she later made a special trip to Washington to see the plaque 
in place . 

The Bounty School~ of Iredell Oounty Statesville NC . 
Connnissioned me to do a plaque of Mrs . Mary Holliday Supervisor 
of county schools was suceessfully pl aee ift the foyer of the 

8oun-yy ' s only high school . The Trustee Board of Bethune -
ookinan College had me do a Portrait bust of Dr . Bethune which 

was unveiled at the school last March . All of these works were 
cast in Bronze and seperate news reels were ma.de and shown in 
Theatres through out the country by the All American News Reel 
Sel"vi!ce . the White Theatres that showed them were mostly in the 
South, two of my home fown :ti:ooresville , NC • the exact number 
could be ob:!;ained from the Pews Secy,ice w})pse main office 1s 

88 &a.ot 1 otf. 0111.ut, mew ~011.f ~a~, ~~one ~~. 7-1;276 



in Chicago. 

This past sunnner I was Guest~culptor at Yaddo , Saratoga Springs 
~hile there I picked fron sone of the wood afew peices and made 
a few carvings , they were so fine the Di rector Mrs Eli zabeth Aines 
introduced me to one of the Trustees , Mr Luther a specialist on 
both European and AJ:,ercan woods having had charge of the Black 
forest of Germany of this last war, became very interested in my 
project of suitable woods for sculpture not , only sent me a memo 
on them ,but a truck arrived several days later with nine, five 
foot logs , You can imagine my del ima knowing that I had only 
a few days more at Yaddo , . It was at this time I spoke with r:r . 
Horace Cayton who al so was a Guest and he suggested to me that 
I apply again for a Rosenwald. I should like nothing better than 
to carve these nine lo&s plus the two I am no~ working on , for a 
fine one man show , the subject matter being Biblical and social 

Last year I had my first one man show which was received with some 
success , not many sales but , review by the Art critics most in­
thusiastically with the New York Times reproducing one of my peices 
"The ·,fodow 11 

THE nine sculptures i should not want to keep, once they werellkm 
shown some college or school could have them as a source of insp­
iration to students . 
Thera are many reason why I would like to carry out such an idea 
first because it follows through on my first Fellowshipand second, 
it is or iginal , and grew out of simplicity o 

May I hear from you at your eat rliest convei ence 

I am Sincerel y 

Selma Burke 



November 5, 1946 

Desr Miss Burke: llr . .Mnbree has re~d ~nd r aferred to 
me your l et~~r of October 30, ind 

I am sending you herewith e. set of -?Plic•tion lll nks, 
which I hope you will fill out ~no r~turn before the first 
of the ya...r . 

All of us h~re have followed your 
cereer with interest, ~nd Mr. ~ayton spok6 to me of having 
seen you this s ummer ~t Y&duo. 

WCH:rfl 
enc . 

Sincer-el y , 

W\\.l\AM C. HA '((."000 

lliss Sel.m.a Hortense ~B~u~r;-:k~e~-~~~: 
88 C st 10th Stro t 
New York, No• York 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Application and accompanying documents should be filed as early as possible for the convenience of the Fellowship 
Committee, preferably during the early autumn. No application can he considered by the Committee unless the 
completely filled-out blank and all of the materials requested reach the Director for Fellowships by January 1, 194'. 

Negro El White Southerner 0 

Name in full . .. . .. .. ~ ~.~II1.8: . ~ . ~1:'~.f:J?.~ ~ .. 1?:½~ ~~ ............ ........ .... ...... .... .. . ... . .. ..... .. .' .. 

88 East 10th Street Hew York New York Present address .. . .. . . ... ... . ............................ .... ... . ...... . . .. . ... . .. .. . .... ..... ... . .... .. . 
City S!nle 

206 Burke Lane l ooresville :Tortr Carolina Permanent address ........................ .................. ... . . ................. ... ...... ........... . . 
City Slnfe 

-Present position (be specific) .. . . ~.~~.<:?~.<?!' ........................................ . .. ................. . 

Institution or organization. ~-~~.~<?~ . ~l .. ~~~~,. ~~t~ .... Annual salary .... .'~~~.~ ~ ........... . .... . 

67 ·1cst Third Street New York Nm York Address .. .............................. . ........... .... ........................ ..... . . ... . .... . . 
City Stnfe 

Specific Field ..... .... ~<:~~P.~~F.~ .... ..... ......... ............. .... , ..... : ... . 

Concise statement of plan of work ......... f'.9 .. ~?.½'~ .. . ~~. }nt~I?:3.~ Y.~ .. ~~~9-): . ~,.t;' .. ~T?_r.~~~ . . .. . .. . 

American Forest 1'loods .Jarticularly adaptable to sculpture • 
••• ••••• ••••••••••••••. ········· ····· ·· · ···· ·· · ·· ·········· ··· ···· ·· ···· · ·········· ···· ··) ······· 

..... 1'9 . .P~<?~_<?(.,.~~.1 :l?-. . ~~~ .. ~~~ . :. ~~ .. ~.1?-. ?.~~<:\ .. .f?.1:~ . ~.E: ~~~ ~. ~ . . ?t .1:1! . :r'.~.f~ ~:-.3:'?:~ . 
in 1 ood and Stone . 

' ............ ....... .............. .. ............... ..... . ........ ..... ........... .... ............ . 

. . . . June 1st l~LJ:7- -- i,,'9V~lObQ[· 3Qtnl948 Dates of penod for which grant 1s desired . ................ .. ......................... F. ............ ~ .......... . 

Wh • • f th I d • h d • ? -!;; 0 ){ C 2 P fi at is your estimate o e tota uratJon of t . e propose pro1ect .... . ... .... ........ . ......... .. .. .. ....... . 

WiJI you return to your present position? . . : .e_ ~ . .. . If not, for what position do you seek further training? .. . - . ~ ~ ... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

If you contemplate graduate study, please fill in the Jollowing_: 
THE SCHOOL OF SCULPTURE' I'l'H ITS VISI TING STAFF 

What institution do you wish to attend? ... . . ... ....... .. ........................... . ...... . ...... . ....... . 

Have you been admitted? .............. . . For what degree will you work? ... .. ....... ..... ... ............... . 

Under whose supervision? ....... . ..... . .................. . .. . .... Department of. ........ . .. .. ..... . .. .... . 



Personal History 

Place of birth .. r 99.:i;'~_~y_:l).f:~ J .. ~<?!.~1:1 .. 9.8:~~~~-~~ ......... Date of ~irth. :! .8:1:~~!'_?. -~~-~. ~?~.<? .. 
S• I • d ·d d d . . d Sina-le 111g e, marne , w1 owe , l\•orce ................. 9 ............... .. . ... . ........ . ............ ... .. . ... . 

Name and address of wife or husband .............. .. .. ................. . . . .......................... .. .. . 

Occupation and salary of wife or husband .... _-_ ~ .-. ~ .-. ~ -:-. ... . ..... ..... .......................... .. . ...... . . 

Number and ages of children . ................ .. .............. ...... . .. ........ .......................... . 

Dependents ........... .. ... To what extent?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Relationship . . ... ... .. ..... .. . .. .. .. . . 

H • • I d' d h • I d' b·t· ? No ave you any const1tut1ona 1sor er or p ys1ca 1sa 1 1ty ... .. ...... . ...... . . .. .... ......................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(The Committee 011 Fellowships reserves the right to require a full physical examination. ) 

Draft status ...... ............ . .... -:-.~:-.~:-.-:-:-.-:-:-.................. . . ..... ... .......... . ............ . . .. . 

Education 

One official transcript of your college and university records together with five copies must be submitted with your 
application. ( Copies may be typed by the applicant.) 

College 

University 

Professional 
or technical 

Special study 

Name of Institution 
Period of Study 

(Give dates) 
Degrees, Diplomas, 

Certificates 
(Give dates) 

. ~~~.t~.r:• .. t?tfol: t.~ . NQr.~~-1, . JH.g}:l_ .. -~-~i~-:- :-.+~.'\L ...... P+R+9Ji:'9-.......... . 
·.iinston Salem, N. C. inclusive 

Co:w.iliia Universitv- N. Y, 1936--1941 
••••• •• ••••• •• •• • ••• •••••••• , f , •• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••• 

School of Art 

.. -~~-~~-~ . -~<?~~~ . ~-~~!~~l?-~~~i:i. ~.<?~ . . ~{~~-~t~e.>~.1'!.•_q • .. . _l?~~t~~-.. ...... . 
State Board Exarr.ination for Nursing- fen11 . Dec;ree 



Experience 

Give record chronologically. 

Institution or Organization Address Position Inclusive Dates 
Annual 
Salary 

. 

. _':! ~-. t • .. A~ . . -".\ri;; . lr_qj~y~ :-.J:.;L_q . JP-ng_ .$:t. ~ .. l'J ! .. ':.• . . . . $~~:J.rrt P.:r .. .:t.fl.~B.--: :J-~0'.( .. . ,+gQ9~. 
'I • P. A. Art ~ ro j ec t - Harlcm Art Center Teacher 1937- 1938 1000 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ..... . .. . . . ........ 
Private Instruction - 29 East ?.8th St. N. ~ - Teacher 1938- 1939 ,p220 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... .. ........ ... .. . ' . ........ 

. :l! ~. -~-·-. ~~Y:Y. -1--~-~<?:r'. . -~<?~ P.-:-~:r:'9.<?~(1=-YAJ. _1r •.. Y .. • ... . .r. 9_t;9~. R:J.:v: • .. ;i,~~-~:--~~-4;9_. .,?999! . 

. . &tw;l.:l.o . .'-YQ:fK$:\1-.o-o ... . . . . . . 88. .Eas.t .10th .. St ... .N . ~~ ... Te.a.cl in ; . 19?13-:-.19.46 .. '.?1200 •. . 
School of Sculpture 67 West 3ro St . N. ~ . Teacher 1945- 1947 '1600 . 

Accomplishments 

1. Of what learned scientific or artistic societies are you a member? J~~g:r;-p_. m~.1.:r:i~;l.~ . & . ?.!.'Of , . . Wo.nen I s 
' ' Club 

. _l;T_•_. Y. ~ .. -:- :-.J;~~~~!;l~-1?~.C?~.:,q._ -~~-~~i.?-~ .. :f.<?'.F. )'~-~~-~ . . ~1:14 . ;Ei)•~~9'9~11,-:. -~~n:i;1 .•.... 4:r.t .. C:r.1. t;Lc 

.. ~'r.~~.!;lSJ..~ .. C?+. .l?~1!1~<?ff!.~Y. . X<?½tP: . ~~9~:P:-: -:- ~lJ.~+r.rttM . .A-:r.t .. Qor:. ;i..tt.~e . .I:U ve.rxl.ql.e .... 
Children Assoc . - Chairman for Continuation 17und Bethune Cookman College 

2. What research or creative work have you done? ( If in business or a profession, give evidence of standing and 
achievements.) 

.. -!~~~-1:l:3 .. ~-<?~.~~~~~~~- -~~-~~.<?~''. ). ~v~-: f-.~fq ~ :-.. 9.<?~~;t-~~-:i,<;>n,~q . :t.9 . . C19 .. l:tQ9.~~:v:eJ..t . .P.la ,:,Ue 

.. ~?.I:1-P.~~.1?~.~ . -~~:1:~ :--.9?.n.nA~~-~ ~~:t:1~.q. .. ~9 .. 9-_q . P:).~qµ~ . _qf. . 9.Q:J... JI . . l?-'Y.'ffl.~9-.. f .Q:r .. 36.9.th. ReB • 

. I~•f;•o~ ~13-:tn~!?·~i .;.;u!t~6' -i6:ta~~t~i:ih~e ~-g◊-~~!~~5-~i'r~:t.-g!e~-~ !.s~~iy tor 
• . Yaddo- New VorK . 1946 ~ 

3. Publications (Books and articles. Give title, date, and publisher) .. ......... ... ......... . ...... . , • • • • • • • • • • 

. . . .. . ....... . , .... . . . ... . ... . .. .. ...... . ............ . ................................. . ............ . 

4. List scholarships or fellowships you have previously held or now hold, stating in each case the places and periods 
of tenure, the studies pursued during your incumbency, and the amounts of the stipends . 

. -~~~~~~- -~-~~-~2:~?~~ .. 1'.'~.~~-~''."~~.I? .. --: . _I~ ~ .. : : .. ~~~~:--~~-4:~. -~~~~~-~~- .V~~~ ~ ... ,;).1,,Q9.• .. 

. .l:19.!;lr"l?~.r:~ht ~-:- ~<?~-~ 1~t.~. :c!!;l:1-.Y.• .. ~-~~~-:-::t/ ~<?. -~-·-. Y. .. • ... . -,~~1= .• .. Y.~~.r:J.Y. ........... . ... . . 

Boehler Steel ~orks Scholarshi~--vienna- 1937 13000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,._ ...................... .. ... .. .. . .. . ............ . . .. .... . 



Budget Estimate 

Room and board ..... -?~~ .• . . -?~~ . . ~1~.~~~ .. . 
Clothing .. .. .......................... . . 
Insurance ...... .. ...... ... .. ... .. .. .... . 
Tuition . .. ............................. . 

$. J?.2.Q .•. .. . 
. . . 2P.O ..... . 

Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. '.?9.Q ~ ... . 
Miscellaneous .J .B:t

1
.~:r~.c1a;l..~ , .. $:U.Qnlies ........... . 

....... . ...... ..... ~~~ .. ~.~~~~.s ........ $ ... QQ~ , ... . 

Total amount needed 

Amount applicant can provide 

Amount requested from Fund 

?,.??:9.• ..... . 
$ . .......... . 

s. ?~9~~ .. . . 

Clip ( do not paste) 
photograph here 

1f you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship for the same period (which is, of course, permi~ble) 
state the facts regarding such application. 

References 

List references from whom confidential information may be obtained concerning your professional qualifications and 
from whom expert opinjon may be.obtained as to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work. 

Name of Reference Position Address 

.Exec.ut.iv.e . Dir.ec.to.r .. :V.ad.d.o . Cor·l· •. . su:roto-:,a: .. . 
Springs. ~r . Y • 

. . A1..1t.ho.r , .. Car:->_ .. entato: . );3;t:QMY.1) . ..J,e., .. Hel'i . Y.orJc . 

i" j . P-1:' :. J .~:r'Y. . ;~c;J;~p_c}. . e.thllne ... ~re.s 4• .Beth1.1.nG .. co.ol::ruu .. Qoll-05(') . Day-ton.a·. ¾ oh·, 

XI !·:-1:' : . . ;3.~rni;i.;r:<:l .. Oavl.& ............. r::~)_3:~~.·:·
1.~<??: . ~<:?C:~~.~? ..... . ~?.~. ~ .. ~~!:~ .. ~;~~.;~.~; .... 9 • 

Statement of Plan of Work 

Submit a statement giving detailed plans for your work during the tenure of your fellowship. This statement should 
include: (I ) a full description of the project, including its character, scope, and significance; (2) the present state 
of the project (time of commencement, progress to date, etc.) and expectation as to completion; (3) the proposed uni­
versity, institution of similar grade, or other place where work would be carried on, and the authorities with whom it 
would be done; (4) your expectaton as to publication or use of the results of your study; (5) subsequent plans for your 
career. 

Your plan of work sho e carefully prepared. Submit seven copies typed on 8½"xll"~ Your name should be 

:;G::T:: ................... .. .... A/~./4../cJ~ 





LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Selma Hortense Burke 

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune , Bethune-Coolanan College, Baytona Beach, Florida 

Miss Burke has an exceptional talent and ability and 

it would be a wonderful investment by the Julius Rosenwald Fund to help 

her in developing the project she has outlined. She is a very deserving 

individual and one with great possibilities. I do not hesitate to re­

nonnnend this young woman for the consideration she seeks at this time. 

Miss Sarah Nevnne_zer, Director of Publicity, Museum of Modern Art, New York 
I 

I ha.ve known Miss Burke and her work for two or 

t hree years . I consider both the sculptor and the sculpture very 

superior . Miss Burke is not only an artist of considerable creative 

power with technical skill of execution, but ha.s a remarkably keen 

analytical mind in regard t o the fundamental phases of her art. She is 

perfectly equipped by nature, and experience and has keen observation 

and analysis to carry out the project she has submitted on the research 

and analysis of Nor th American Woods as mater ial for sculpture . 

Two years ago I directed an exhibition of her work 

which was very well received by the New York critics . I should also 

like to state that in my opinion she has done absolutely the best 

sculptural likeness of the late President Roosevelt ever produced. You 

need only compare it with the sculpture portraits of the late Presi­

dent by other artists. 

In addit ion Miss Burke ' s peculiar fitness for 

carryi~g to successful completion the project she has outlined, may I 

point out that when finished the project would be of tremendous value 



Letters of Reference - Selma Hortense Burke -2-

to sculptors all over the country. 

To sum up: Miss Burke' s talent, her technical skill, 

her originality bot h creative and analytical, and especially her warm, 

vigorous and expansive personality make her an extremely suitable candi­

date for a Julius Rosenwald fellowship . Ir it is granted to her , I am 

sure her successful complet ion of the project done under it will bri ng 

added luster to the prestige already enjoyed by the Julius Rosenwald Fund. 

Mr. Bernard Davis, President, Northwood Textile Mills, Philadelphia 

Miss Selma Burke was introduced t o me in the studio 

of Osip Eadkine as t he for emost woman sculptress in the United States . 

This was about seven years ago. 

I became interested in Miss Burke ' s work and pur­

chased five sculptures from her. As I collect t he work of the for e­

most painters and sculpt ors in the country and am a member of the 

Committee on Painting and Sculpture at the Philadelphia Museum of 

Art, I wish to say t hat her work is of remarkabl e quality and shows 

great promise. I could write at length about Miss Burke' s other 

achievements, such as the plaque from life of the late President 

Roosevelt, but these are of minor importance. What is most imporlant 

is that talent such as Miss Burke' s should be gi ven every opportunity. 

What Marian Anderson is to singing, Miss Burke is to sculpture and I 

cannot recommend t oo strongly her qualificati ons and the potenti al of 

making a noteworthy impress in her field , which is sculpture, upon the 

culture of t he United stateso 



Letters of Reference - Selma Hor tense Burke -J-

Mr . Leland St owe, Author, Lecturer and Foreign Correspondent, New York 

I have known Selma Burke and her work in sculpture 

over a period of eight years or more . I own one of her early wood 

carvings, a very beautifuJ.ly executed head, which continues t o arouse 

comment and admiration from visitors t o our home . Miss Burke has since 

produced other striking works in wood. In fact, I am convinced that 

she has an exceptional and highly individual talent for wood carving. 

Unfortunately, her creativeness has always been greatly limited by 

the necessities of her daily existence - and she has always lived 

under difficult circumstances and in extreme modesty. 

It is a rule of mine not t o recommend anyone for any 

f ellowship, in the art s or ot be:r-sise, except when I believed such a 

person combined unusual capacity wit h earnestness and serious appli­

cation. Having watched Miss Burke' s steady pr ogress over a period of 

years I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that I r egard her 

to be an artist definitely "worthy and deserving" of aid. Until now 

she has accomplished much, but she has never had an opportunity t o de­

vote all her time, without outside pr eoccupations, t o her creative 

work. If she is able t o devote a year or more to t he project she has 

in mind, I f eel cer tain that her r esults will be impressive and a 

contribution to wood carving i n America, by Americans, with American 

wood. 

I wish to emphasize again I regard Selma Burke' s 

wood-carved sculpture as much beyond the ordinary and of real pro­

mise for sustained future development. I hope very much that she may 

be granted this opportunityo She has sacrificed much i n her devotion 

to her art. In my opinion she merits and would fulfill the objectives 

of the Julius Rosem1al d Fund awards . 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Aines, Executive Director, The Corporation of Yaddo 
Saratoga Springs, New York 

The fact that Miss Burke was invited t o Yaddo for an 

extended stay is in itself a statement of the belief we have in her as 

an artist. We consider her abilities to be very great, and we feel 

that the outline she has submitted to you is based in her greatest 

potentialities . She is completely sincere and hard-working, setting 

always for herself the very highest standards and having always a proper 

humility about her achievements. 

I sincerely hope that one of your grants will go t o 

her. 



In order to bring :·our files ur to date on ny work Mav I submit 
places I ha.ve exhibited n:, sculpt res and work e1°manent1y ~)laced since 
1940: 

l~c Lillen Galleries 
. ooresville • ublic Library 
Dowto\ n Galle1·y 
Fyr-Q.lllid Clu'l;) 
Atlanta University 
Br:i.tish Art Center 
··ew York University 
Free ·:orld H ouse 
A. C. A. Gallery 
Greenwich House 
St . John ' s Church 
'Baltimore i:useum 
Cleveland :·use1.l.r-1 of Ji.rt 
Brooklyn l,useum of Art 
1 .. useu.m of Seattle 
Kuseum of Rhode Island 
Critics Shou 
G. Place Gallery 
St . Georce ' s Church 
Albany Institute 
Va~sar Club 
Hampton Institute 
.. odern Age Art Gallery 

(First One Man Sl ov') 
:-erma.nently placed .Jrawing : 
Howard University 
ferrnanently placed Sculr>ture : 
Atlanta University 
1 .. ooresville Public Library 
ltodern Age Art Gallery 
Recorder of Deeds Building 

( U. S . Gov I t) 
U. S . Ar~ .. ory . 
Negro County EiLh School 
N. Y. :'ublic Librcrv 
Public School ,"39 • 
Public School ;,.'40 
Bethune Cookman College 
Bernard Davis 
Ch&rles Studin 
i iss Nora Holt 

(British Intelligence} 
Dr . Jean Sisley 
Camp rinisink Tovm iiouse 
Dr . Godfrey Nurse 
! 1r . Leland Stowe 
Ca• tc.in 1:c·Donald 
Lrs . :: . Griffin 

ss ~ a6t 1 otr. S t-i.ut, 

Hen York City 
:.ooresvill0 , r . C, 
}Tc'w vor}: Citv 
Philad0l~'1ia, Penn. 
Atlante, Geor~L.1 
Eew Yorl ·:::~ ty 
1'l0W York Ci t:1 
:·ew YorL City 
Hevr York' City 
Ke1 York City 
1:ew YorJr City 
Baltimore , 1aryland 
Clevelnnd, Ohio 
Brookl7"n, : cw ·ork 
Seattle., • ,ashington 
Providence , 1"1'.l:ode Isle.nd 
New Yorlc Cit:"" 
1as.,_1in6 ton, :::) . C. 

Kew Vork City 
Albeny, :·e\. York 
rew York City 
HarnJton, Virginia 
New York City 

W~shington, D. C. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
kooresville , N. C. 
Fe, vork Cit~r 
\:ashington, b. C. 

145t~ St . Y . Y . C. 
Statesville, N. C. 
136th St . Branch K. Y. C. 
1':ew York City 
Jamaica , LonG Isl~nd 
Daytona 3eacl , Florida 
Philadel 1hia, ,Fenn. 
i,!e,·; York City 
London, Ensland 

Par-1.s , France 
Ne\'1 vork City 
1:ev, York City 
Bronxville , New York 
New York City 
Ne,; York City 

<Dt¢w "lJo'li ~a~, . g>~~nii ~ffi.. 7-'J276 

1940 
1911 
1941 
191.2 
1942- 3 
1942 
1043 
194 
1944 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1r45 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1944 
H?45 
1945 
1946 
1946 
1945 



THE MUSEUM 
NEW YORK 19 

OF MODERN ART 

SARAH NEWMEYER , PUBLICITY DIRECTOR 

Dear Mr. Haygood: 

11 WEST 53rd STREET 

TELEPHONE , CIRCLE 5·8900 

CABLES , MODERNART, NEW•YOII/C 

March 4, 1947 

I am very sorry to have delayed send­

ing the enclosed report on Selma Burke ' s appli ­

cation for Fellowship. 
~ The eettee for -the delay has been the 

upheaval of my office caused by moving within 

the building. 

I hope the enclosed will not be too 

late to be of value to you and to Miss Burke . 

Sincerely, 

/~IJ_ 
Mr . William c. Haygood / 
Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

SN :bk 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidat e 

Report Requested of 

Selma Horten- e Burke 

Dr . Mary McLeoo Bethune 
President & Founder 
College 
Dayt ona Beach , Flor ida 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

-7/~&. ~:::good 

Director for Fellowships 

and ability 
Miss Burke has an exceptional talent/ and it would be a wonderful 

investment by the Julius Rosenwald Fund to help her in developing 

the project she has outlined . She is a very deserving individual 

and one with great possibilities . I do not hesitate to recommend 

this young woman for the considerat ion she seeks at this time . 

Note: the del in DEtu ing this blank is due to the faci i'ha✓ 
I hav been out f the office most of the time and my 
seer tary has en away for six months . I am sorry to have 
kep it so long. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes . 

. Mary McLeod Bethune Signed .............................................................................................................................................................. . 

Positionor Title ...... President- Emeritus ., .. Bethune- Cookman .. College··········--······-························-··· 

Address ............. Bet nune- Cookman .. College, .. Daytona .. Beach,. Florida······-•·········--··---·----··········-······-· 

·----···-················--···-···················· , ···························································Date ..... March. 21~ .. 194 7 .............. . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

\, ..... "OU ..... D APPRECIA'rE 'fH~ PROMPT 
CHICAGO 15 R'""TORN (JJ.• '.i.'HL:, 1 ORM AND ALSO 'I'H.C: 

M4r.c..RIA.u PREVIOUSLY G.:!.NT YUO rn 
Ri!:uAflL TO TH13 C.n,,DIDJ.'l'E . 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship THLNK YOO • 

Selma ijortense Burke 

Miss Sarah Newmeyer 
Museum Modern Art 
11 ;,e:Jt 53rd St . 
rJew York, N. Y. 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

--2/~: ill=zayg:< 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

I have known Miss Burke and her work for two or three years . I con­
sider both the sculptor and the sculpture very superior . Mis s Burke 
is not only an artist of considerable cr eative power with technical 
skill of execution, but has a remarkablf keen analytical mind in re­
gard to the fundamental phases of her art . She is perfectly equipped 
by nature , and experience and has keen observation and analysis to 
carry out the project she has submitted on the r esearch and analysis 
of North American Woods as material for sculpture . 

-TWo years ago I directed an exhibition of her work which was very well 
received by the New York critics. I should also like to state that 
in my opinion she has done absolutely the best sculptura l likeness of 
the l a te President Roosevelt ever produced. You need only compare it 
with the sculpture portraits of the late President by other artists . 

OVER 



In addition Miss Burke's peculiar fitness for carrying to successful 
completion the project she has outlined, may I point out that when 
finished the project would be of tremendous value to sculptors all 
over the country. 

To sum up: Miss Burke's talent, her technical skill, her originality 
both creative and analytical, and especially her warm, vigorous 
and expansive personality make her an extremely suitable candidate 
for a Julius Rosenwald Fellowship . If it is granted to her, I am 
sure her ~cclsful completion of the project done under it will 
bring c.1itdfi luster to the prestige already enjoyed by the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it d1ff icult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes 

Signed ..... 

Positionor Title ....... Director .. of .. Publicity, .. Mu. eum .. of .. Modern .. Art ............................ . 

Address ....................... 11-_Wea t .. 53. Street-'--· New_. York __ C 1 ty ....................................................... . 

• •·· •···--· •······ ............................................................................................... Date ... _March .. 4 • ..1g47 ............. . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Selma :r Hortense Burke 

r,.iss Sareh Newmeyer 
Publicit y Dicector 
Museum r,:oaer n Lrt 
11 ~est 53rd Str vet -New York City 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

W e shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

_;z~e 47,1-,,.,L 
. William C. Haygood 

Director for Fellowships 

I have known Miss Burke and her wor k for two or three yes.rs . I oon­
sider both the sculptor and th~ scul pture very superior. Mi s s .Burke 
is not onl y an artist of conaiderab l e c~eatlve power With technical 
skill of execution, but has a r emar kabl y keen anal ytical mind in re­
gard to t he fundamental phases of her art . She 1s perfectly equi pped 
by nature , and experience and haa keen observation and nnalys1s to 
earry out the project she has submitted on the r esearch and a.nal yels 
ot North Amer ican Woods as materia l for sculpture. 

Two years ago I dlrec ted an exh.1b1 tion of her wor k which was very well 
r eceived by t he New Yo r k critics . I . shoul d also i1ke to s t ate that 
1n my opinion s he bas done absolutel y t he best sculptural l ikeness of 
the l a t e Pres i dent Roosevelt ever pr oduced.. You need only compare it 
with the sculpture portraits of t he l a te President by ot her artists . 

OVER 



In addit i on Miss Burke's peculiar fitness for carrying to aucceaaful 
completion the project she has outl ined, may I point out that when 
finished t he project would be of tremendous value to sculptors all 
over t he country . 

To sum up; M1ss Burke's t a lent, her technical ski ll, her originality 
both creative and analytical, and especially her warm, vlsoroua 
and expansive personali ty make her an extremely suitable candidate 
f or a Julius Rosenwal d Fellowship. If it is grant ed to her , I am 
sure her_~vc~eAsful oompletion ·of the project done under it w111 
bring OP~ luster to the prestige already en j oyed by the Julius 
Itosenwal d Fund . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yea 

~ L 17 ~~ / 
Signed ••• ~! ... , f ··························· I ················································································ 

.. . Director of Public1t~, Museum of Modern Art Postt1on or T 1tle ........................................................... -·· ............................................................................. . 

11 West 53 Street, New York City Address ........................................................................... _ ............................................................................... . 

•••••• • ••• •••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• •••• •• ••• •• •••• ••••••••• • •• ··········Date. •• Marcn ·-4, ··· 1947········· ····· · 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Selmar Horgense Burke 

Mr . Bern~r d Davis 
Northwooa Textil e 
163 East 33r d St reet 
New York City 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to .. worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

J~~~/~ 
. William C. Haygood 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT Mi ss Selma Burke was i ntroduced to me i n the studio of Osip Eadkine 
as the foremost woman sculptress in the United States . This was about seven years 
ago . 

I became interested in lli ss Burke ' s work and purchased five sculptures 
from her. As I collect the work of the f oremost painters and sculptors in the 
country and am a member of the Committee on Painting and Sculpture at the Philadel­
phia Museum of Art, I wish to say that her work is of remarkable quality and shows 
gr eat promise. I could ,'lI'ite at length about Miss Burke ' s other achievements, such 
as the plaque from life of the late President Roosevelt, but t hese are of minor 
importance . What is most important is that talent such as Mi ss Burke ' s should be 
gi ven every opportunity. What Mar ian Anderson is to singing, Miss Burke is to 
sculpture and I cannot recommend too str ongly her qualifications and the potential 
of JD.a.filng -a notev.orthy impress in her fiel d, which is sculpture , upon the culture 
of the United States . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

. 
Position or Title ...... President.., .. Nor thwood. Texti le .Mi lls ............... ~ ................................................ . 

Address ..................... Touraine .A.Partments ,.. 1520 .. S_pruce. Street ,.. Philadelphia .. 2i .. Pa •.............. 

................................................................................................................ Date. ... Febr uary: .~ ,.. 1947 ......... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Selmer Hortense G. Bur.-ke 

Report Requested of Mrs . Eli za.beth Ames 
Executive Director 
Yactdo Cor~oration - s~r~toga 
Spr.-ings , Ne~ York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

y~e.~~ 
. William C. Haygood 

Director for Fellowships 

The fact that Hiss Burke was invited to Yaddo for an extended stay 
is in itself a statement of the belief we have in her as an 
artist . 7e consi der her abilities to be very great , and we feel that 
the outline she has submitted to you is based in her greatest potentialitie s . 
She is completely sincer() and hard-working1setting always for herself 
the very highest standards and having always a proper humility about 
her achievements . 

I sincerely hope that one of your grants wi l l go to her. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

~he is fr?e from any personality handicaps ; on the other hand she 
is most . richly endowed in ~ ys that will help her on every level 
an artist . as 

Signed .............. £~ .... ~ ...........................................• ................................................... 

P • • T " 1 li'xec t i " i t os1t1on .or 1t e •••.••• ~ ••••• JL Y.e. • ..u r.e.c o:i:,. •• l'he .. CoPpo!>ation····of··"fa ddo············································ 
Saratoga Springs , New York 

Address ........................................................................... -· .............................................................................. . 

Jan.17.1947 .......... __ .................................................................................................... Date ................................................ . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Selmar Hortense G. Burke 

Mr . Lelano Stov;e, Commentli tor 
dror..:x.ville, 
New York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

y/~e~~ 
. William C. Haygood 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT I have known Selma Burke and her wor k in sculpbure 
over a period of eight years or more. I own one of her early 
wood carvings , a very beautifully executed head, which continues 
to arous e comment and admiration from visitors to our home . Mi ss 
Burke has since produced other striking wortt's in wood . In fact , 
I am convinced that she has an except i onal and highly individual 
talen t for wood carving. Unfortunately , her creat iveness has 
always been greatly l imited by the necessities of her daily 
existence--and she has always lived under di ffi cult circumstances 
and in extreme mode s ty . 

It i s a rule of mine not t o recommend anyone for any 
fellowship , in the arts or otherwise , except when I believed 
such a person combined unusual capact~y with earnestness and 
serious application. Havi ng watched Miss Burke ' s steady progres s 
over a period of years I have not the slightest hesitation i n 
saying that I regard her to be en art ist definitely "worthy and 
deserving" of aid . Until now she has acc6rnplished mu ch , but she 

OVER 



has never had an opportunity to devote all her time , without 
outside preoccupations, to her creative work . If she is able to 
devote a year or more to the project she has in mind , I feel 
certain that her results will be impressive and a contribution 
to wood carving in America , by Americans, with American wood . 

I wish to emphasize aga in I regard Selma Burke 's 
wood- carved ~culpture as much beyond the ordinary and of real 
promise for sustained future development . I hope very much that 
she may be granted this opportunity . She has sacrificed m~ch 
in her devotion to her art . In my opinion she merits and would 
fulfill the obJectives of the Julius Rosenwald Fund 1L,wards . 

Sincerely yours , 

Leland St owe. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed_____ :;;{ ~ _ ----- ------------ --' ---------__ -------------------------------------------------------------------

Position o Titk ..... Autho~~le.c.t.ur.er ... and .. ..fo.r.eign .. c.a.rr.e.s.p.ondent ................................... . 

Address ................. 17 B.e.e.c.hm.on.t. .. Av.e .•..... .Br.on.xv.11J.e . ., .... .N:3.w. .. Yor..k .......................................... . 

. . . ... . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. Date ................................................. . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 
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Plaque. Selma Burke, well L.nown acu)plreas, is 11ho11 n with lhe plaque which 
11he was commissioned to do, of Frankll11 D. Roo1enlt. It waH unveiled in Washinf­

c;;eplember 2' by President Truman. It present• Roosnelt In bas-nlief and 
·- .. t~ur Freedoms. It wilt han1 l11 th• lobby of the Recorder of Deeds 
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