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During the. current yoer, in eddition to carrying tho four ex­

peruent.al achools in Georgia, a great, deal ot attention hi.s been g.1.,en 
r ¼../"' i-~ 

to means or opres.d1ng bror.41.Y the ideao or ruru education,- a_peoi&lJ.3, 
(~ /'-«!-~v /U>~;c._n_"'I ~,n,._~ ..£-j~-t:..,-u.Z..., , GA/1-_ ~ {. 
thN~ QIKl!p.8&\atka with te&d.ttl"S C'.>lieftm,;" EUt.rtlT1vugb- tit& ~aU® . 

of 11ater1 Ala at i nstmc.Uon. 

At the :seating ot the Council on Rural Education held in llew 

Orleans in Januo.ry, 1956, the discussion centered on ;,ossiblo cooperet1.on 

with nor.nal sc.~ools, and the prepnre.tion ot various typea of 1::1.nteriale of 

instruction as the next moves. the C;>nsen81.lf! or the· Cou1101.l was t.httt 

(1) It io h1chly d•sirable t.o e::>opez•ate w1t.h at. loaot one white 

and one Negro normal college in developing somd end r&tl.l.istic education 

for rural teachers, giving a,pecial attention to the problC-"'ls ot 1-ural 11.te 

and education underlying fa.mint, health, handcrafts, and a study ot gen­

eral and local social pr~blemo, as well as the more generilly recognizoo 

subjects of instruct.ion. 

( ~) The work of the normal college ehould include tut only the 

education or pi..?J.l teachers, wt als.o 

( a) further educstion of tcachera now in 6ervice: 

(b) superr1sion c.i.nd st.it!lulation of instruction in the 

field ( including . osibly local diatrlct inetitutes-cult.ural 

m.1::laio.us); 

( c) 8?eeial efforts wward Ui.e pllle!na of 9,-ualified 

teac.~ers 1n rul'4l schools (includi s if nee~ ey the pa,.-.tnz tor 
i 

. j 

an initial period ot euppl~ent.azy aularies).6, J1t 
.. 

( d) the study or t-he probleo or J:latertals ot lnstruc-



tion nnd exper1?Dental ettorta in the ;>reperati';)n of such 

ater1cle; 

(e) the utiliza~ion, devoloi)Dlent, and teat1ng ot 

techn.iquee ot the teaching of reading. 

(S) It is of grant im.-orte,nce t.hnt. :.1ore effective materltile ot 
--,J . •A _ _, 
'lfW -'•' ~A• 77 ~ill 

instruction be prepared.,~ '"et" the Fund'1 ~o.,:>erat~ in ~ procedures or 
~... 'I w-,,e .. 

organ1~1on ot etrorts Cbt.J:l ee: e.t?Griment~_. the prep4rat1on of such 

materials, uaing couercial publiehern where possible 1n the deYelop.::,ent 

and distribution of the miteriru.. Speoi£ically, in view ot the problesa 

or rural Gducntion, the CiJGttwtl ••&•• •• ,11ttM&1t,:=81.(6Htea:ut the 

pra.i:')6ration of siaple materiala of inst.ruction in the special field3 ot 

healt.ii, ng_riculture, and hundcr"1't.a~ 1~~ +1<--·~' 
It was understood that. the of!'ieera of the tuna, in c~msul tet 1on 

with v rious lllembers ot tho coW1c11 group, would proeeod to investieato 

(a) poe:tib111t1es of coo;,eration with ono white and one colored nomol 

school in Geor3la ( which stnte now forme the area ot C.lncentration of the 

Rural School progra:a) S."ld (b) ways by 1th1ch matorials ot instruction p!U'­

ticularly adapted to rt.1ral tecchers mld rur~ children could be produced 

and put int.o ,general uae. 
~-.,t.A,,/-

It was tet.!'¼e-.ee•eteed that the South Georgia T&ucbers College 

ottered tho best possible op;,;ortunity of cooperation with o white norm&I. 

ec:hool. Vanous BegJ"O n:>rcal schools were also d1scuased as possible ccn-

j.t liaei.a« ,n:,.ggesbeci tla&* tize off1ac1a ot tho Pttad 1otitd tutGst.tgat& t.1:hr 

SOUTU GEOROI.l TEACHEP.S COLLF.CE 



diecussion and invest1&3tion, pre~onted on Aprill to the Executive 

Coa1tteo of the Fund a req_u~·t. tor funds t.o cerey forward nork 1n the 

South Georgia Teachers College. No aim.1lar work in a Negro nor.:ial school 

is yet 8Uggested, though 1t 1s hoped that in. the near future so11e arr;mge-
~ ~,~ w-U::/..; 

men ts can be oade whereby 1 t, 'ff'ill be poss1 ble le• ~e 4illlfi te eo f.at&- ~ 
tv ,<1~1',~.e ~ .,, u-u .. /J..t 

llegro n~nal. school on t.he ~o basis ~ proposed tor South Geor~a 

Tcacll~rs College. 

Tho essentials of the plan r~r c:>~pera.t1on lfitb South Georgia 

Teachcra College are tor the eddition:i of atl'l>ng dap3.rtl:lente in (a} agri­

culture, (b) industrial arte, (c) rural socl.01017, (d) hfl'.alth combluod 

with bo:ne ec;:,no:iics, (e) the teach:ng o! t.be tool aubjeeta, ea;,eclhl.17 

ree..dlng; (f) provisions tor £1eld ex,?erience by students and teachere 1n 

actual contact With rural lite and rural schools, incloo.lng the use tor 

training purposes ot d~nstr ation schools which we hti.ve been maintl'lining 

in rural Georgia. 

It. has been a.greed that tho 7lmd nll auppl.1' f\llld# for the necea-
MN ~ ~ 

sary uddi tional. personnel on • descending scale• ,md thnt tho ato.to will 

put in additlonnl mone1 immediately EJl(l 1'1.ll support the ,low service,s in­

croosin.gl7 in tho future. Tho Ciencr«'ll. Education Board, which hu~ support,­

ed the develop,-,ent of field senl co .1t t..1118 coll ego, hru, expressed an 

intereat in continuing its aid to•~ enl~rsin~ that scr-~ie&. Thus it. 

,oe:i:e liltol:, t.ba.t. t~lo io.etituUon ou.y represent th& coop<;rative ertort.e 

~\, ~~ 
ot two f.~undations end of the state of Georgie. * doTelo,:> the potontisll-

ties or a uor::usl sohoo:l as an in.nuence in r-~1ral educritlon~ "'a,, tJ ~,.fl, 

The .Fund ha:, been conru.der!.ng a o! coopcratiilg 

1n t.he develop:xient of ~s1c text ateria:1 t bo u::,ed utbe::rn rur&l 

.. 



. . .. 

schools. Among other thingo, we ttiah to tr; out the possib.llity ot usin.e 

the nomcl school or :schoolo w1 t.h lfhiob we cooper:.t& as centers for the 

cr~lation ot from tlateriula. We arc aloo cor.terrin.g wit.h the lWthoritles 

ot· the Univ.:>rsity of Chi®go a::i to waye in which wo -c.o.y cooperate io the 

l&rger plt.mo of that institution tor the prepurat!oo, testing, mid dis­

trib~t1on of new teucb1~g 0atcr ials. 

r.tea.nt:hile, we ~ • continu!.."l.g our errorts to pro"rldo suppleaai­

tary roadi ng uterit.il.a for the chil<lren in tho ruriil South. 'l'be pert.!cular 

di1'flculty wich bes arisen in tho asse::ibling of the small libraries l1hich 

ta'e distributed t o rural schools, ia the finding of books or Gdolescent 

or of' young ooult. intierest ffit.ten in suf!'iciently s1mpl~ vocabulary to be 

readable b'J the over-o.ged but only slightl7 uier ::ite pupils in the~e sc!laole. 

Having failed to f .l.ru:i such. books, anti hi..vlng been told b"J 1.1 brurians &1.d 

publisher s that tb~re 1e an almo$t. complete ls.ck 1n th.at ftl"et., we hove 

begun ~e experiment s 1n persood1ng uutboi-s to write nth th1a grou1> po.r­

t.lcw.arly in =incl. Uiss \U:u.fred Wise (author of Thomas Ed.1:;on, Jane ~dd.a'lla, 

and c:tany short. sto1·ios for children) ha:> written for us .Away with th,; Circus, 

which has been accepted for ?Ublicatio.n by Albert. Whit-:.a.~ Co3pany, and 

apeJetirs on their October l1etts; Mr. Aroo ~ntempa. author of You Can•t Pe 

a Possm• Poe9 rui.d. Pifina (with ~cet.on Hughes), Blnck Thunder, ha!! al.moat 

,e have discucu3ed our ?articular .r>roble::, "1th nnny authors and publish.era, 

Wld have prooisos of eooperation froJa Lant;atou Hugh.es, Rhea Wolle, 1'.Ay 

J ustus• and Loia Dou.al.aeon. Tho latter three are e1clusivoly childr en' e 

out.hors. Eva Knox Evan~, who la.3t year ,,roduced Ara:ainta, one of the few 

6ood bo~ke e.blut Negro children, has ala.> e1pressed grant interest 1n. llhnt 

n sre trying to do. 
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on her naxt b>ok. 

It io our pl.:m to hov~ all of tl1ciro boo:Cs publlshed by commer­

aitil publ!tlhers. Th£ir secuis no doubt thnt there is great need for sl!llply 

ffit.t;on lx>Ok:, of y;:,ung r...dult intoreft,, not only for the children .in who.m 

we are particul:u-ly intc~oGted, but c.::iong many other r,roupii. In the produc­

t.ion of these books, therefore, the.re nll be no expenso to the .Fund, except 

thti.t in certni1l CllSeG we will ps.;:y houora...-ia to tho o.ut.hors, dlich r..re X'8';ay­

able to ua 1n. ro7ru.tie~ 

,a a firat stey 1n 1nve3tigating cet.'lods and prjceduren of pro­

ducing b3~ic text uaterials, arrungeoentG havo been it!~e with the Universi ty 

of Chieur;o to bAve • ies Pnrkor, 'ffho haa wrked with Dr. Judd in tho ,)ropara­

tion of bis Socinl Scienco Roo.ders, v.Lui t tho schools in Georgia in which 

i:e are working. She 1:s a~yine !'or se7oraJ. weoks in Fair ?ln.y, uhex-e s..'le 

will o! course be able to watch th6 l'l::>rk of t,oocllcrs and 1,1upila ln both 

colorod at'..d 11hito .schools. It is hopoo thnt after this study of condi tions 

and opp,ortunit1ca, she 1'111 be able t..~ su.e;gcGt to us an e.ppror.c.n to the 

imodiate prohle:a. In cooyel'a.tion, the·n, wlt;h the Oni"lerstty or Ch.icairo• 

in .tt3 ::iach larger attf::'ll)t to reorganize Mtcriv.ls ot instruction, w.'l.d 

through aimiler undertcl.:inso in which we ma.y have a part, it is hoped that 

we will be ablo to produ.c.e texts applic~blo to our part1culo.r gr;,u;:, ot 

people. 



.~ov.nwhile the experimental zcr.oolo 11n:1 the ctudy of rurul problems 

bavo t;one forwart.!. wit11 incroE!~ifl8 .i.ntcrest to sch;;;ol people ncm::rnll.}r and 

wtth cumulative :ro~u.lts as to i1iulcntion:z of feuaiblc proMdUl'OD 1n . w·i.l 

educution. Urs. C~rmon gn,i 1rs. Dui:can :11·& ohi:nl'ir~s: what u s~ll t ?Jo-teo.chei· 

school c~n aeo.n to cm otherwise impovori.,hoJ rural Hegro coi:nt.nity. This 

school ia to bo used this sm:.1:1':)r as n aomom,trt:.tio..:l center· fo-:· the Atle.ntn 

University teachers institute. 

At Fui.r;,la.r, iu a,L.it ion to the cont.inu~d work of Cis~ Lockltlln, 

Ralph OnskinG is undertruclng the e. perlr;..)ut of e yeoi-·- round ~chool. It is 

beli eved that a tirolve- oonth sc.1001 yoE.r :r,1.1:r hnve e distinctive i.n!'lu.011ca, 

es~oci~lly in agricult'.1.rsl instr~ction, ~nd ray be fll~&ncially !eusible to 

ar: ext ent q'1ite beyond cnrrent pru.cticc or think.inc. f.ll~s Cheney, in the 

one-te cher Jegro school of the sa:n_e c-oezlmity, 1a •orkirig slovly ~nd cau­

t i ously to~l.i.rd a u."llf1ed e .. Lu.cctivmu program for the two races 1n u e.tv-en 

school district. 

Tho experime.1.rtnl .... c ~vol unH3r J v,m .: cltt.chlan i n tne new furlll 

colony, Pine Uouutain Valley, wh1lo bevct b; t'i.1e :imn;r prob.l..c:::s :>f a rupldly 

develo:,in r.ew socbl order, is ehowlll£l clet:.rl7 the fresh oduct..tional vlzor 

that can come with a cood school in a settln<> of cccnonie ho.pa. ':'ho ntmoe­

::,here and the 4.ch'!.oveoont, in t!ii:s new sc:ioul mkes it hnrd tt> believe t!u~t 

theao pupils are but n crosr..-sectiou at very low economic lovel of tho childrer. 

who aro s~ lethurg1e snd 3:) lnco~Jete1t in the u~uel rural echool setting. 

These thr(le Gchool centera, b .. gur. as experioeoto tor our o· ·n 

g-.ii dw.ce, nre beln used increasir..,ly as dcmnetrations of new ldea~ and 

nen procedures. Tec.che:;·o &.n1 t.1ch~ol officials !"rom other stut.e& es ~ell es 

froG1 11lUllY c1arts or Gevr~in uro bentlng paths - orton cove)'."'eti 1th a goo~ deal 

of mud - to these :;ch.;~ls . .Mrout!:, there is u prob ea L:voidi rig too grout 
j 'J1 

ru@ll .. 
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diet1J.rba.nce to ro6-ular schD.,;l \fork bJ the presence of too m.-my "foreiar::." 

vis1toro. 

Tho Council's r cse~rch comr.iittoe (Charles S .. Johnaon nnd Lloyd 

Warner) hus been diri?ctir~ the wor"- of ou.r tffo invo£tigatoru with n view 

to oreseutit n compendium of i.nl'on: ... tioi. on ru,·i;l lii'e nd thr, resultuig 

p.·oblem~ in rural education ir. V8.l'iotA.~ fl...:'enc o! the South. Thie ir.aterfol 

will be pre-er.ted for praliltln ... ry disc1 ... ssior. t t 1e nutw:m l;l6P.tins of t.he 

Council and 11111 t~l.fm be developed fm:thcr ri.a b· !lie inforrr.at1on tor the 

b"Uida.11c"' or various effort3 - educatlon ... l, ccono 1c, social - ·h ch "-8:f 'be 

undc.rtc en by various agenci en both privo.te ~nu p-;,1blic . 

!h& roalintl c studle~ of rtP·..il . r.>blcms, bagun throu,eh the gen-

oral efforts of the explorer5 a.11d cor,tinv.ed_ t;ll•,> • •h the i::-0-re l11tct:.sivo research 

oi' tho Corunittei, lUrl ot the Cor:u:it..si on 1:.1hich studi ed C.:,ttor, Tennllcy , hr,ve 

thro..-n fresh li&ht on the nee As und poo:slbllit1e5 of th& toutnor·r.. countryside. 

The present efforto oi' the !'P-rle-ral goverllfJCnt in :-urlil i-ehubilit~tlor: und 

resettlement lilnd thti fur-Vi •r pro oettL, r.o"'· before C.:,nire o 11,:e to a substnnti41.l 

decr ee the reeul ts of the so studies ( s o;;:.,..ouu,1ed in Rurul Sch~->l Bulletin 

No. 5, ,abruar;, 1955) . While the direct ei!'orts o: the Council will he con­

ceutrate.i uoon the school, it i ~ cl ear thnt the bu.slc '.>l'Oblenw ~r• economic 

and eoclt.l ~s ,1e.l.1 as e-.iu.cnt!onul. It is grati ! 7ing to ratlize -rhll e we are 

trJi n, to improve the school other pot1er.ful ,gtinci eo i uclud1ng tho feder al 

gover:mn"lnt a.r, &t t eking 1·el~ted alS ~act ... of tho sut1€' ,roblems . lt i& clear, 

t herei'ore , th<lt in nddltion t ·o t>peci£1c e-duc&.ti onul e1<.periccnts the Council 

should cont1nue to st,Ldy t\nd to rove~l ti.C cle""rly an'.1 co..i .rehon:1ively ~s poc­

siblc tiii3 t ot ul picturo or GouthPrn rurw. 11.l'e. 


