
:November 7, 1928 . 

C O P Y 

Dear Yr. Rill: 

In order to stimulate the building ot a school in every 
county which has no Rosenwald Sohool, the following resolution 
was passed al a recent meeting of the Board of Trustees: 

Th.at the Julius Rosenwald Fund offer a sum one and one-half 
times as l arge as the present allotment to the first Negro 
school unit built in eaoh of the counties in the fourteen 
Southern States where there is no Rosenwald Sehool; the 
school unit to consist of a schoolhouse from a two-teacher 
to a t en- teacher type , am to include if desired a shop or 
teachers' home, this offer to extend until June 30 , 1929 . 

I am sure you will want to make this bonus of 50 per cent 
on the first school built in a county as far reaching as possible, 
and that you am the BUJ)erintendent will put forth mu.oh effort to 
see that an unusually good building is erected and well equipped, 
a s a demonstration to other communities in the county which may 
qualify for the regular allotment. 

In a new county where two or more small communities are 
destring to build Rosenwald schools of the one- teacher type . it 
may be possible for you to use this bonus to encourage the build-
1118 of a consolidated school; or possibly in some community where 
they are planning to erect a frame building you might use this to 
stimu1ate the ereotion of a permanent building. since the bonus 
would be large~ for this type of construction. 

There me:y be some new county which couJ.d be induced this 
year to buil d a model school unit - a schoolhouse , a teachers ' home . 
am a shop - because of the extra. 50 per cent on each of the three 
buildings. 

rhe Fund has made a special appropriation to take care of 
this bonus so that it w111 ·not come out of your regular budget allot­
ment. 

~lease let me have your reactions on ~11s new proJect and 
suggestions as to how many new counties you think can talce advantage 
of this exceptional offer the present yearo 

Mr. alter B. Ri ll• 
Atlanta, Georgia 



AK.S 
JuL1us RosENWALD Ft.t~~ 

/~Mk&!_ I 1,{ 

CHAM■•II 0 1" COMM SRCII ■LOG. 
1•f,/;.1 

N ASHVILLE. T ENN ESSEE 

September 29 , 1928 

Dear- Mr . Stern, 

Subject.a Speci al. aid to backnard counties 
C S ...,. J p 

In answer t o your letter of the 27th asking for my opinion 
on the four- points., I am giving you my reactiono on each briefly& 

(1 ) I t might be well to make a blanket. offe r just 
as you have suggested. rather than to l.imi t i t . At. 
lea.at this will give the s.timuJus a little wid.er scopeo 

(2) '?here are doubtless very few , if any, modern 
rural Negro scho~ls in the 193 countiea with 5 per 
cent or more Negro p opulation. J efferson County 
CJ3inni ngbam) , Al.a.bama, and Duvall. County (J ack.aonvill e) , 
Florida, might be exceptions. Jeffer son County has 
several good Negro schools recently buil.t, but because 
they would not use the Ala.bama state pl.ans the State 
Depa.r'U!lent did not. coopera te either with the State 
fund or the Ros enwald Fund. Duva.LL l!1B3' h a ve- a few 
suburban schools a.round J a.ckaonvil l e that a.re fairly 
good, but the rural schools in this county are said 
to be poor. 

(3) In the second line of the third paragraph of 
my letter of September the 19th on th.is subject, 
you will. notice th.at I suggested beginning with 
the 'bvo- teach.er type . You possibly understood my 
reference to "one building" to mean a one- teacher , 
but I did not have in mind ~ pa.rtiaula.r- type in 
this oonnection. I still. think it would be well 
to begin wi. th the two- teacher in the offer for the 
ext.ra stimulus. I think vie a.re fully in accord on 
this point . :My f i gure of fire Ina¥ have been a.. litt.1.e 
t.oo bl.a.zing for- this comparison, but there i s no 
doubt about. the influence the bui.l.ding of a Rosenwald 
school. will. have on a. county super-intendent. that has 
never tried it befor e . 

(4) It might be well., as you suggest., to make 
the time limit. for the extra offer at l.eaat a. year , 
and would not be bad t.o let it extend through next 
budget yearo We should possibly decide on the a.J.lot­
ment. :for each type for the regul.ar 1.929- 30 budget, at 
the November meeting, particular,ly i f there are to be 
any reduct.ions in the amount per type. 

J.!r . Alfred K. Stern, 
Chicago, I llinois 

Sincerely yours, 

, . ~ . ~ 



S. L SMITH 

.To.liu.s Rosen."W 
Southern Office 

COTTON STATES SUILOINQ 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

OIRII.CTOR ~R 80UTHERN S CHOOLS October 20, 1950--
FRED MCCUISTION 
Aa&OCIA.Ta Dlft&CTOR 

W. F. CREOLE 
A980CIATC 

Dear Mr. Stern: 

Subject: Backward Counties ) 

We have approved 8 applications 
in six states since J uly, for 

schools in counties with 10 per cent or more Negro population 
which had not built a single Rosenwald school, as follov;s : 
Florida 1 , Georgia 2, Kentucky 1, Mississippi 1 , Texas 1 , and 
Virginia 2. There are several others pending . 

Alabama, Maryland and South 
Carolina have reached the saturation point in the number of 
counties . North Carolina, Oklahoma. and Tennessee have only 
1 each with 10 per cent Negr o population, and the state agents 
are making strenuous effor ts to bring these into the list 
this year. However, a member of the board in Gr anville 
County, North Carolina, with a Negro population of 47 . 4 per 
cent remarked to a member of the state department of education 
recently that they did not need Sears, Roebuck & Company to 
tell them how to "place their windows and hang their doors 
in schoolhouses. " Arkansas has 2 with reasonably large 
populations that have not yet built Rosenwald schools, but 
Mr. Irby writes that he is planning to have them qualify this 
year if possible. Fl orida , Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi , 
Texas and Vir ginia have a considerable number each with more 
than 10 per cent population where no Rosenwald schools have 
been built. Texas will likely bring 5 or 4 into the list 
this year . Missouri has 8 such counties, but the special 
aid has not been offered to th8t state the present year. 
Still, the one with the largest Negro populati on is planning 
to erect a six-teacher brick building immediately. 

SLS/KS 

Mr . Alfred K. Stern, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
Chicago , Illinois 

Sincerely, 

/ r. t .. :.1::1--

0 



T HE JuL1us RosE N 

Dear :Mr. Stern, 

CHAMBER 01'" COM MERCtt 

NASHVILLE. T ENNESS 

Subject~ Elpe:cial aid to fl tj;roulate 
o ici:k.warci corm tie S, 

I am very much. interested in your l.etter o~ the 6th relative 
to &pecia.l a.id in counties not having any ilosenwa:ld schoolso )q 
proposal. to aid the 54 counties having 40 per cent. or more Neg_ro 
papul.ation was aiJn:pfy to open a. discussion on the subJec-t., feeling 
that we cou1d then go up or d.own the ac.ale if' the pl.an should me e t 
with the favor of the off'icerso l agree with you that. a. county 
having 5 per cent .tfegro population and no Rosenwald school is in 
as much need of a schoo1 as a. count.¥ with a. large percentage, 
11articul.arly as Negroes group t.oge ther in C(\raroJm:l ties, even out 
numbering the mi tea in counties where the rel.ative- population is 
le:sa than 5 per cen't.. In some of these counties with small Negro 
p opula tions it is more difficul.t. to ge-t. officials. interested tha n 
in counties where the prop.ort.ion is reasonably 1argeo We woul.d 
naturalq hope to have a llttl.e more :tar- reaching :re.suits from the 
a.t.imulus in counties of :Large Negro pc,pulations. 

In the s.ta.tia t.ical. survey submitted I gave the names. of the 
counties \Vi th 5 per cent. or more .Negro popul.aticm not ha.ving any 
Rosenwal.d schoo1s and in parenthesis a:fter each show the per cent 
of Negro popul.a..ticm. It would seem that this woul.d be sufficient. 
f'or- our needs in de-ciding_ this question, but if you and Mr. :lmbree 
pref"er we can take the time to p repare tables showing the number 
or whi-tes and col.ored in ea.ah of the 1.93 counties. lt would be 
rather difficult. to ge-t. the rel.a.ti.ve expenditures per capita for 
the whites and the Negroes in ea.ch of these counties, except in 
so far as the states make reports on thes e • As a. rul.e these coun t.y 
superintendents a.re a.. littl..e auspi cious of any effort. on the part. 
of ou"tsiders. to find out this rel.ative ex,penditure because the per 
capita ratio is al.we.vs very low for- the lfegroes. l!hen I might aq 
also in many of the states the probl.em of bull.ding Rosenwald schools 
is a district. matter , as the county unit preva..1.ls in but. f'ew of the 
ata.tes in which we QPera.te. Yor t\rample • in 1;,.he State of i-exaa 
there are over 10, 000 dist.r.i.cts, each or whiah has i ts own b oard of 
district directors that vote their taxes, employ their- teachers , 
and administer their school. funds under certain general regula tions 
by the Sta.te , giving the county superintendent. sane off'icial. su-per­
vision over this work. Where we come into the picture most 
eff'ec-tive:l.y is in the manner of approach through the s.ta.tes to the 
county s.up_er-intendents. ~ e a.tate woul.d take the ma..tte r up wf th 
the county auperintendent• telling him. that they cou1-d give an extra 
amount- above the regul.ar allotment to the fi~st- ~cxmm,mi ty in that 
county building a Rosenwald sclloo-1.C> ~ w.oul.d #,use the district. 
to via- with each other- and above all. would heip ~ -!get. this parl.icuJ.ar 
county superintendent intereated in, the p rogram ofybuilding Ros.enwal.d 
school.a o 



THE JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

HOMAN AVENUE AND ARTHINGTON STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

September 12, 1928. 

Subject: Special aid to stimulate 
backward counties 

I discussed this proposal care:t'ul.l y wit h Mr. Embree who is 
back in the office today. We would like to get your opinion and 
additional data on such a proposit i on as this: That we will 
offer half again as much aid to any county in the South toward 
one building in the following classification: 

From 1 to ~-teacher school inclusive; 
_jrcm 4 to 6-~t eacher school inclusive; 
from? to 10-teacher school inclusive; 
shops from 1 to 4 rooms. 

It is understood that where a county applies for thi s special aid 
that it can only do so for a building in that group where none have 
so f a r been built. 

Although this blanket offer covers a much broader field than 
t he offer we had contemplated maki ng to those 193 counties which 
have no rural school, it has some decided advantages as you will 
readily appreciate. Even i f we put a one-room school in a large 
county, it would not be a very signi ficant stimulus to their build­
ing more such schools but if, on the other hand, we coul d allow a 
substantial increased stimulus to al l t he counties where they have 
eit her no schools (al lowing t hem to build in one such county three 
new schools from the smaller to larger type) or where they have 
not yet been able to build a larger consolidated t ype school , we 
would be meeting a much greater need, it woul d seem to us. Besides , 
this might be the means of our making e broader demonstration which 
woul d allow us to withdraw sooner from the rural school program. 
We might even consider giving half again as much, that 1s $75. per 
classroan where a pennanent school building was being erected . 

We would like to have some additional info1111ation from your 
office as to an estimate of what the maximum call on the Fund might 
be f or thi s extra stimulus. We would like to have a classification 
on all counties grouped together, of course, by State , showing the 
maximum teacher t ype buil t in that county. With this before us, 
we could determine how many more schools that county could quality 
for under this offer, presuming that they would take the largest 
size school. We shoul d also have the n1:r.1ber qr counties i,P-- which 
there are no shops. You may have t o wr ~te t o the States f or some 

l!!i 
I;.'!,...'!) 

iti]O' ,,, 



Mr. Smith September 12, 1928. 

of this infonnation especially on the score of shops since we did 
not separate them from the additions until last year. There is 
no pressure about your getting this information. If we make this 
broader proposal, we would not bring it up at the coming Executive 
Commi ttee meeting which is to be held next Wednesday but r ather 
hol d it over until the meeting of the full Board of Trustees 
about the first of November. 

I should like to hear from you as to how this proposal strikes 
you i n general. You understand that the c l assifications I have 
made above are entirely arbitrary and may possibly be changed. 

AKS:M 

Mr.s.L.Smi th, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Sincerel y yours, 



ill:) I -s\'i fukr '.\ ~ 
!.> N ASH VILLE. T E N N~lsEE 1--1 -

Dear Mr. Stern& 

L I • ep-tember-1;9 .-119-za- --

Subject, Special aid to stimul..at.e 
backward counties 

Your proposal. to give an additional stimulus t o-:t,he~fi,rat school 
in each of three groups er""ected in any county is int.ere sting, but 
presents a compl ex problem the sol.ution of which I am not prepared 
to of fer without further studyo As I see it now this would simp]y 
be increasing the Fund's allotment on types 7 to 1.0 since more than 
650 of the ?'78 counties in wh ich rto3envrald schools are located have 
no schools in this group, and since as a rule no one county v,ould 
likely build more than one in this group - a county training school 
or a county high school. ~-i:b.ere would possibly be 400 counties 
eligible for aid in the second group - grades 4 to 6 - but a much 
small.er number in the first group. More than 650 of the counties 
in which· ~senwald schools are located would be eligible for the 
extra aid on shops, and since as a gener~l rule a county does not 
build more than one vocational shop - at the county training school 
or the county high school - it would practically mean a general increase 
in the type allotments for shops . 

My suggestion was to make an additional offer to each of a 
number of counties with l arge ~egro populations which have not yet 
built any ltOsenwald schools , with a hope that t his might tb.a.w the 
i ce by warming up and putting into action a new county superintendent , 
resulting in the building of other schools in that same county. When 
one building is erected in a county i ts influence usually spreads like 
fire in a foresto We now have schools in every one of the 40 counties 
with more than 75 per cent ~egro populationp but there are 14 aounties-
13 in Georgia - with more than 60 per cent Negro population which do not 
have a single .ttosenwald school and 54 counties •with more than 40 per 
cent without any of our schools . Any inroad into such counties would 
have a far r eaching effect. benefiting l arge groups of Negroes. 

!f the officers were to authorize each of the State Departments 
to give this additional aid on the first school of two- teacher type 
or l arge r erected this year in ea.ch of these counties (the mjnim1.un 
per cent being designated) , I believe seve~~l of such counties could 
be induced to go into the building programo liost likely there would 
be no need for extra appropriations by the b11nd, as r beli eve the 
additiona l amount that might be needed in a few states could be 
transferred from unused balances in others. ,opsibly a few cou,nty 
t raining schools might result from this extra stimuluso 

In the meantime we could study carefull~I thJ~7o~lem presented 
in your letter which in the main would deal. with c£~t1.es that already 
have some aosenwald s chools . '.L1he time seems ripe -'.0J1 consider 7 ome 
program of stjmnlating rural. cons.olidation. Sincerely yours , 
Mr . Alfred Ko S;ern, j . ,e /,.•,:rt._ 



THE JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
HOMA N A VENUE A ND A RTH JNG TON S T R EET 

C HJCAGO, ILLINOIS 

September 22 , 1928. 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

Subject : Aid to sti mulate backward 
schools 

I have been turning over in my mind your letter of 
September 19. The proposal of making an offer on a broad 
scale such as suggested in my letter of September 12 would 
undoubtedly obligate the Fund to a possible l arge outlay· 
but more impor tant than that , I am wondering how many v 
counti e s could take advantage of such an offer. In suggest­
ing this offer, Mr . Embree and I had in mind giving a greater 
impetus to the States but I question whether they are in a 
position to take advantage of it. 

As an alternate proposal , it seems to me that we might 
make an offer of giving half again as much aid on either a 
wood or brick school or shop in any of the present sizes to 
the Hl3 counties who are without a Negro rural school unit . 

It might be wel l for us to get canments f r om Messrs . 
Favrot and Davis and possibly one or two others, concerning 
these two propositions. If you think it would be advisable , 
I will write to them about this . 

You will be pleased to know that Urs . Rosenwald 's:, 
operation was more successful than the doctors had anticipate 
and they are very hopeful as to her prospects. 

AKS :M 

Mr .s . L.Smi th , 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Sincerely yours , 



THE JULIUS 
• (f1 - A 

RosENWALD FuNo 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE i, v~ -1 , .- y 

NASH VILLE. TENNESSEE 

September 24 , 1928 

Dear Mr . Stern: 

Subject: Aid t.o atimul.ate backward 
schools 

I am in accord with the ••a1.terna.te proposal." 
in the second paragraph of your letter on this subject. 
l talked this over with Fa.vr·ot, .Easom and Strahan a.t. 
Bil.oxi, llissi ssippi , a. few d.a.y-s a.go . Both Easom and 
Strahan seemed enthusiastic over it and I think Favrot 
thought it would be a good thing , al.though he is not 
in as close touch with the si tua.t.ion as the State 
Agents . 

Some t.ime a.go I wrote Mr. Newbold a per-sonai 
letter asking for his reaction an this matter, and am 
attaching his letter which will be of interest to you. 
I. believe all. the State Agents wauid be very happy to 
have this extra. consideration, because they are tremen­
dously interested in s.preading the wor-k by getting more 
super-intendents to build Rosenwald schools , pa.r-t.icul.arly 
in counties wher-e there are a great many Negroes . I 
think it would. be well. for you to write to Mr . Favro t , 
:Mr. Davis and possibly the State Agents who a.re in better­
poai tion t.o advise than any one else. 

No one could be able to say just now how many 
counties could ~a.ke advantage of the l.arger proposition 
mentioned in the first paragraph of your l.etter of the 22nd 
and in a fonner letter-. I.t. has al.ways been difficul.t. for 
the State Agents themselves to determine ,vi th any degree 
of accuracy in the s.pring of the year- the number of ea.ch 
type they would ·1.ikely build the foll.owing, budget year.. 
~heir estimates have never worked out cl.oselyo I think 
it is worth our- Vlhile to study this very carefully. 

Mr. AJ..fred K. Stern, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours, 

f .R.~ 
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Mr. s. L. Smith , 
Ch~~ber of Commerce , 

Nashville , Tenn. 

Dear Mr . Smith: 

Thank you very much for sending me the additional 
statistics on city schools . Y0u have given me great 
help on this matter . 

The suggestion which you make ; namely, to add 50;1. 
on the first Rosenwald school in nevr counties having 5% 
or more Negro population, is interestl.ng . coking a.t ~ 
it from the standpoint of the indiI'ference and neglect 
of certnin County Superintendents, this plan mieht be 
placing a premium upon such dilo.tory conduct . Hmvever , 
since the little colored children of the county are the 
0•1es chiefly concerned in this program, and not the 
Superintendents , I believe it would be a. good plan if 
you can get it adopted by the Trustees . 

It would not mean anyv-ay, most likely , a very large 
toto.l sum for this first school . On the other rand, it 
would , in all probability , stimulate the building of ad­
ditional schools in such backward counties . 

"lith cordial good wishes , I am 

NCN/BS 

very sincerely 

n~ 
N. '- C. J-rE'"BOLD, 
Division Hegro 



- iil(S I q/,n/;.t ~ 1/►1 ~1 
THE JuL1us RosE wA_L~ FuNo _\_ 

NA;:::::F ~:::::SE~/r~ q/,-1/~1 __ \ ____ , 

l_l.lf~ t~~~~923-I 

Dear :Mro Stern:: 

Subject: Special aid to backward counties 

Feel..ing that i t might shed some light on the problem of extra 
stimulus for counties that have not yet built any Rosenwald schools , 
I have anaJ.yzed the counties with 5 per cent or more of Negro 
population into groups for three states - Georgia, Florida and 
lti.ssissippi - to determine how many Negroes th.ere are in e~ch 
groupo 

In 26 counties of these three states with Negro population 
of more than 50 per cent and having no Rosenwald schools there 
are 219,576 Negroes - Georgia 199,517 in 24 counties, Florid.a 
8 , 492 in l county, and Mississippi 11,570 in 1.. county. 

Applied to counties of more than 30 per cent of Negro 
population it is found that there are4 40 , 826 Negroes in 57 
counties - Georgi a 3261 043 in 4l counties , Florida 92, 1.22 in 
13 counties, and Mi ssi ssippi 2a, 66l in 3 counties. The average 
Negro population in these 57 counties i s considerably above 
the average f or the South, and they do not have a single 
Rosenwald schoolo 

In the group of counties. with from 5 to 20 per cent of 
Negro population, 23 , there are ~ only 52, 379 Negroes -
Georgi a 8 , 584 in 9 counties , Florida 30. 215 in 8 counties, 
and :Miss i ssippi i3 . 580 in 6 counties . 

'?he total Negr-o popu].a.t.ion in the 91 count.ies Vii th more 
thun 5 per- cent Negro population not having any Rosenwal.d schools 
( in t..liree states) is 525 1 657 - Georgia 348, 812 i n 54 counties , 
Fiorida i40,604 in 28 counties, and Yi ssi ssi ppi 36,241 in 9 
counties. 

Looking at the probiem from this angle it woul.d seem t.o b.e 
most acute in Georgi~ with Florida coming second. If at~ent.ion 
were focused on s uch counties and possibly an additional. s timul..us 
offered, most likely 30 to 40 new counties in the whole South 
could be induced t.o bui l.d one Rosenwald school each the present. 
year. I can i ncl.Ude other st.ates if you would like to have this 
information in determining the matter under consideration. I. 
have given the most needy. 

Mr o Alfred K. Stern, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerel..y yours , 

~ r ~-~ 
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THE JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

HOMAN AVENUE AND ARTHINGTON STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOI S 

September 2? , 1928. 

Subject : Special aid to backward counties 

At a staff meeting in the office yesterday, we agreed to 
offer aid to all counties in the fourteen Southern States which 
have not a Rosenwald rural school or an equally good Negro 
school in it on the basis of half again as much aid for either 
a wood or brick school or shop in any one of the present sizes. 
If this is agreeable to you , we will make this proposal to the 
Board of Trustees at the meeting on November 4th and 5th. 

Please note the following points : 

(1) We do not feel that we should give aid on 
the basis of the smallest or l ar gest number of 
Negroes in the county but should make it a 
blanket offer. 

(2) Our understanding is that the 193 counties 
which you list as having 5 per cent or more 
Negroes have no Rosenwald school i n them but 
may have other Negro r ural schools. Do you be­
lieve that any of them have recently built good 
Negro schools without our aid? I presume , how­
ever that many of these counties have some sort 
of Negro rural schoolhouses but of a very back­
ward type. 

(3) I am wondering if it would not be pr eferable 
to make this offer starting from the two- teacher 
school up instead of from the one- teacher. 
Possibly t here are some advantages in not limit-
ing the size but I stil l believe that a one- teacher 
school in a backward county will not have as stimu­
lating an effect as you anticipate , even though 
you state that the"one building spreads like fire 
in a forest" . If it does, why haven ' t we had more 
f ire? 

( 4) I f '17e make this offer after our Trustees' 
Meeting, I think that the time limit should be 
at l east a year with the possibility of renewing 
it thereafter. What is your op~nion on th~s? 



.. 
- 2- Mr. Smith September 2'7 , 1928. 

If this offer works out successfully, we may want to consider 
an offer on a broader basis similar to the other proposal suggested. 
I do not feel quite as optimi stic about the effect of a one- teacher 
Rosenwald school in a county with a large area as you do. As a means 
of withdrawal , we may want to work out something on the lines suggested 
i n the other proposal . 

.AKS :M 

Mr. s . L. Smi th , 
Nashville , Tenn. 

Sincerely yours , 



S. L. SMITH, 

DIRECTOR f"'OR RURAL SCHOOi.. $ 

CLARK FOREMAN, 

ASSOCIATE P'OR STUDIES 

Dear M.r . Stern t 1I.r . L. N. Taylor has raised 
a. question whi ch has not been 

definitely aeciled as a policy of the Fund , 
Where a county of 5% or more Negro population 
has built a one- teacher Rosenwal d school , will 
i t be en~itled to Lhe special a i d of 50% if i t 
should bui la. a two- teacher or lc:1.rger? .Ve gave 
him aid some time ago in building a Dne- teacher 
school in Hart county . He now is trying t o stim­
ulate the builning of a three or four- teacher 
consolidated school in that county , using trans­
portation . 

As he hopes t o build i t t ni~ 
year , he wants a decision at an early date . 
Since the one- teacher school does not receive 
the special aid , he hopes that our ruling may 
be in his favor as it wi l l enable him to bui l d 
this larger type school , which he thinks he 
would be unable to do otherwise . 

Yr . Alfred K. Stern 
Cnicago , I llinois 

SLS :mn 

Si ncerely , 

/ . £.~vh 

J 



Dear Mr. Smith: 

December 17, 1929. 

Subj ect: Mr. Taylor ' s request for a 
second Ro~onwald School in 
a bnck~ard county 

I do not see how we could justify 

t he givinJ of 50 per cent additi onal 

aid to the second school in a backward county when our 

appropriation is on the basis of t he f irst school. 

AKS:CI.1 

Mr . S. L. Smith, 
Na ~hville,Tennessee. 

~incerel y yours, 
, ~ 
■ UI .• 
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JULIUS R0SEN11/ALD FUND 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

I 
BACKWARD £0UNTIES,WROUGHT FORWARD 

The 52 11 backward11 counties of 12 states 

which built their first Rosenwald schools in 

1928-29 and 1929- 30, have a total Negro population 

of 379, 480 (1920 census) . The total cost of 

these 52 schools was $663,477, the Fund's share 

being $77,050 (11. 76%) . The average size of the 

buildings was 4 teachers, the teacher capacity 

being 20? , ~nd the pupil capacity 9315. 

... 



.. . . " 
REPORT SHOiYING BY STATES THE FI RST_ ROSENWJ..LD SCHOOL 

C,1, ,w.vu,) 

BUILT IN comnIES OF 5 PER CENT,4 NEGRO f9fULATjilli_STIMULATE:D 

BY EXTRA AID OF 50 PER CE:NT 

November 1928 to July 1930 

1928-29 -------
Negro Ponulati on Teacher Total Fund' s Fund' s 

State ~z School Total Per Cent TyPe Cost Ai d Per _Qfilrt 

Ala . Clay Li neville 3, 179 14.0 4 $ 6,000$ 1, 500 25.00 
It Marshall Sandridge 1 , 287 5. 9-lf- 2 5, 450 750 21. 74 

k.I'k . Cross Wynne 7, 925 42. 7 6 14, 700 2, 550 17. 55 
II White Searcy 1, 971 5. 7 4 7, 400 1 , 800 24. 32 

Fla. Bradford Lawtey 3,4.92 27 . 9 2 2, 000 750 57 . 50 
It Gulf Port St. Joe 2 2, 822 750 26.58 
It Lee Dunbar High 1, 247 13.1 17 136, 500 ff2, 600 1.90 
II Madison Community Madi son 8, 492 51.4 9 14, 140 5, 525 24. 95 
" Pasco Dade City 2, 093 23.8 4 10, 400 1 , 500 14. 42 
II SU.wannee Live Oak 7, 947 40 . 2 5 12, 000 2, 175 18.15 

Ga. Clay Fort Gaines 5,074 67 .1 5 7, 650 1 , 800 25 . 55 
II Crisp County Training 9,849 52 .1 6 8, 400 2, 100 25.00 
It Jackson Neal 6,9<32 28.5 2 2, 850 750 26 . 52 
II Oconee Watkinsville 4, 719 42. 6 4 5, 810 1, 500 25.82 
II Richmond Steed 28, 659 45 .0 6 26 , 850 2, 550 9. 50 
II Spalding Griffin 10, 206 46 . 6 6 16 , 500 2, 550 15. 45 

Ky. Boyle Danville 5, 190 21.5 7 59, 000 2,775 4 .70 
II Union Sturgis 2, 195 12. 2 2 4,400 750 17.05 

La. Catahoula Sici ly I8land 5,122 46 . 5 5 7, 500 1,800 24. 66 
II St. J ames Armant School 11,602 54 .7 7 11, 510 2, 250 19.89 

Miss . Al corn Co . High (Corinth) 4, 106 19. 2 6 55, 000 2, 550 7. 73 
II Winston Center Hill 6, 471 55 .7 4 4, 100 1, 500 56 . 59 

N. c. Camden South Mills 2, 125 59 . 5 5 5, aoo 1, 050 27 . 65 
11 Lenoir County Training 13, 061 44 . 2 12 57 , 665 *2, 600 6. 90 
II Madison Mars Hill 534 1.7* 2 2, 095 750 35 .85 

Okla . Greer Mangum 179 1.1* 5 5, 475 1, 050 19.18 
Tenn . Hawkins New Canton 1 , 201 5. 2 2 2, 850 750 26 . 32 

II Lewis Hohenwald 668 11.7 2 3,020 750 24 .85 
II Meigs Burkett1 s Chapel 449 7. 4 2 5, 200 750 25. 4.4 
II Polk King ' s 108 0 .8* 2 5, 617 750 20. 74 
II Rhea Dayton 901 6 . 5 7 15, 527 2, 775 18. 11 
II Sullivan Douglas 1, 691 4. 7* 8 52,525 3,150 6.02 
II Wayne Clifton 681 5. 3 2 3,411 750 21.99 

Tex. Brazos Templeman 9, 148 41.6 2 5, 400 750 22 .06 
II Franklin Mt. Vernon 573 6 . 2 2 4,050 750 18. 52 
II Refugi o Refugio 610 15.1 2 7, 050 750 10. 64 

Va. Northampton Cape Charles 9 2 5d7 55. 7 _j ~j,QQ _ l l800 __b28 
Totals 177,107 170 ~ 265 $,59) 950 10.64 = ====._:; ::= 

Total Schools for 1928- 29--- - - - -*57 J ~ 
Lz I. /, 

r" 
* The first special aid was not r ,stricted to counti s having Ji _!l'er cent or jJIOre Negro 

population. ✓ 

~ No special given. Approved before this extru aid was availabl e . 



State 

Alabama. 
• 

Arkansas 
• 

Florida .. 
• 
• • 

Georgia 
• • • .. .. .. 

lil.s.siasippi .. 
N. Carolina 

• .. 
Okl.ahoma 

• 
Tennesses 

• ... 
• 
" • 
• 

Texas 
• 
• 

Virginia 

SPECIAL "1D 'l!O BAlll!llfAIID COUl!l'l!lES) 

JUg 11 1928 to June 3011929 

County-

Cl.~ 
:Marshall.. 
Crosa 
WMte 
13radfo-rd 
Gulf" 
we# 
lladison 
Paaco 
Suwannee 
Cla.y 
Crisp 
Jackson 
Oconee 
Ricbrnond 
Spalding 
llo.nroe# 
130-yle 
Union 
.Ca tahau.la 
S.t. James 
Alcorn 
Winston 
Camden 
Lenoir#­
Kadiaon 
&toka# 
Greer 
Oaage# 
Hawkins 
Lena 
lleig& 
Polk 
Rhea 
SUlllvan 
W8,N'ne 
Brazos, 
Frankl.in 
Refugio 
Northampton 

Total Number 40 

Per Cent. 
Eegro 
Popw.ation 

1206 
3o9-

42o7 
5o7 

27o9 
24o2 
14-~9 
5lo4 
23.a. 
40.2 
67.1 
52.l 
28.~ 
4206 
45~0 
46.6 
63.4 
21.~ 
1.2.2 
46o3 
54.'1 
19.2 
35.7 
39. 2. 
44.0 

lo'1 
508 
lol 
a . 2 
s.a 

llo'1 
7.4 

08 

605 
4o7 
5o3 

4106 
602 

15.l 
53.7 

Teacher 
Type 

4 
2 
6 
4 
2 
2 
l! 

9 
4 
5 
5 
6 
2 
4 
6 
6 
6 
'I 
2 
5 
7 
6 
4 
3 

12 
2 
3 
3 
6 
2 
2 
2 
2 
? 
s 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 

m" (T. 

Amoun't or 
Aid 

J 500 
250 
850 
600 
250 
2,50 

l,l.75 
500 
'125 
600 
·100 
250 
500 
850 
850 

925 
250 
600 
750 
850 
500 
350 

250 

350 

250 
250 
250 
250 
925 

1.050 
250 
250 
250 
250 
600 

#Stimnbted and under constructi011 between .Tuly aJ?:ci Novembero 
No special aid gi veno /JA 

~"/~A, u 
✓ 



THE JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
HOMAN AVENUE ANO ARTHINGTON STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

October 2, 1928. 

Dear Mr . Smith: 

Subject: Special aid to backward 
counties 

At the staff meeting yesterday , we decided to make the 

following recommendation at the Board of Trustees' meeting on 

November 4 : 

That the Julius Rosenwald Fund offer a sum 
one-and-one- half times as large as the 
present allotment to the first Negro school 
unit built in each of the counties in the 
fourteen Southern States where there is no 
Rosenwald school. The school unit referred 
to can include a schoolhouse from a two­
teacher to a ten- teacher type , as wel l as 
a shop or teachers ' home. This offer is to 
extend until June 30 , 1930. 

It was felt that by putting the offer on the basis of 

a school unit , a schoolhouse, a shop and a teachers ' home could 

be included. It is not likely that a teachers ' home would be 

built except with a larger school. I think it is preferable to 

make as few conditions as possible in the offer and if this seems 

to you to be satisfactory , I will write up a mi nute on it to 

present to the Board. It strikes me that to put the time limi t 

more than a year and a half off is a rather long time. They are 

not likely to exert themselves as much as if the expiration date 

were sooner. Would not a year be sufficient , that is say until 

January l , 1930? 

AKS:M 

Mr.S. L. Smith, 
Nashville , Tenn. 

Sincerely yours, 



Stat~ 

Ala. 
Fla. 
Ga. 

II 

II 

" 
La. 
Mi ss . 
Tenn. 

II 

Tex. 
II 

II 

II 

" 

REPORT SHOWING BY STATES THE FI RST ROSENWALD SCHOOL 
(l'V 4«,<n,.L/ 

BUILT IN COUNTIES OF 5 PER CENT,. N:EGRO POPULATI ON STI MULATED - - .. ~ 

BY EXTRA AID OF 50 PER CENT----Concluded 

November 1928 to July 1950 

-- 1929- 50 

Negro PoQulation Teacher Total Fund' s 
County School Total Per Cent Tyµe Cost Aig._ 

Jefferson ~iles Mem. Prac . 150, 291 42 .0 4 $21, 950$ 1, 800 
1scambia Half-Way 15, 221 30.8 2 4, 700 750 
Bleckley Cockran 4, 615 43. 8 3 4, 925 1,275 
Chattahoochee Cusseta 1, 968 57 .4 2 2, 975 750 
Gordon Calhoun 1 , 514 7. 4 5 6, 364 1, 275 
Paulding Concord 1 , 607 11.5 2 3, 010 750 
Pl aquemines Phoenix 5, 393 52 . 9 2 4, 050 750 
Tat e Springfield 11,570 58 . 9 2 2, 775 750 
Hickman O. H. Bernard 1 , 928 11.9 5 5,065 1, 275 
Washington Langston (Shop) 2, 250 6 . 6 16, 500 2, 400 
Austin Walli s 5, 059 26 . 8 3 8 , 000 1, 275 
Falls Lott 11, 555 31.9 2 5, 050 750 
Hopkins Rock Hi ll 3, 011 8 . 7 2 3, 350 750 
Lavaca Filers Ind. 3, 975 13. 7 5 7, 550 1, 800 
Sabine Rosenwald #1 2, 616 21.5 _g_ 5,950 _-1.JiQ_ 

Totals 202, 375 57 $100, 212 $17, 100 

; 'J, 
'-z '\ 

( 

Fund' s 
Per Cent 

8 . 20 
15. 96 
25 .89 
25. 25 
20 .05 
24. 92 
18 .52 
27 .05 
25 .17 
14. 55 
15.94 
14.85 
22. 39 
23.84 
18 . 99 

17.06 



·" 

,- l"'KP I '¼/,,, q'.? ~' 'rt 'l 
JuL1us RosEN AL o F1uN 6- p 

CHAMBER 0~ COMM!;RCE __ ( If'- !/- ~ b _ fil_ 
N ASHVILLE. T ENNES EE ,f /j 71/.,:L./2,., X f, { O . 

gust. 3~;- l.928 -

.Dear Mr. Stern:-

l!he brief' a.tat.isticaJ. survey of rural schools , which .£ sent. 
to the Uhicago office r ecently , wil1- likely be hel.pf'u.1. to us in :) 
studying the :problem of giving s cia.l. aid to (backward.. CQlllun1ni ties 
mentioned in your l.ett.er from ~bl.eh.ead. Ta.b'.t.e l. shows.. the ra.ti 
by stat.es of the ®eenwa1d schoCll. capacit.y with the schol.a.stica 
and enrollment.. You will. notice from this Tabl.e that. Georgia ranks 
lowest in both and gi.orida next to l.owest. Under ~able 2 Georgia 
is l.owest and ~lorida next.. Tabl.e 7 sh~wa Georgia the farthest 
behind and Florida coming next. Qa.rcying the comparison a littl.e 
f'urther we find under Tabl.e 6 that there a.re 54 counties. with 40 
per cent or more Begro population which do not have any .tiosenwald 
schools , 33 of these being :found in Georgia and 9 in Ylorida, the 
next nearest being Louisiana with 4. 

Shoul.d the of'ficers of the Fund desire to offer some 
special. aid to stimul.ate these backward countiea (a.t least in 
our work} , ho.w would it do to consi der making a. special of fer 
in the first one or two schools erected this year: in any county 
having 40 per cent or more Negro popul.ation and no rtosenvral.d 
achool ? 'l!here would be only 54 such counties that couid qualify 
for this ext.ra. consideration, and no doubt p:ract.icaJ.ly a.ii of' them 
need some unuauaJ. s.t.1mxnation to get the work started. As I have 
said bef"ore these counties are just a.a primitive in our work 
as they were l.O years ago. Approaching the problem f"rom this 
angle we would be giving frirery atate the same opportunity and 
at the same time be helping most th~se in greatest need - Georgia 
and llloridao 

When we had completed the 4000th school there were 760 
counties included on our llsto At that. time I made some special 
effort to get the .Agents to build schoa.la in counties of l ~ge 
Negro populations that had no riosenwaJ..d schools. l 8 new c ounties 
were added from November to J'une the 30tht making the total. now 
778 counties. in which .t1.osenwald school.a are 1.ocated.. 'lhere a.re 
stilL 13 counties in Georgia with more than 60 per cent vlhich d.o 
not have a singl.e .do-senwald school. An addi ti.ona1 off'er of desks 
or money in such counties woul d no daub t s t i mnl ~ te the buil.d.ing 
of one or more schools in each of a large number yet untouched. 
When one schooL is built in a county its inf1uence i s generally 
far reaching• ca.using other- ccxomunit.ies to fall. in line. 



THE JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
HOMAN AVENUE AND ARTHINGTON STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

::::: ea:r.- .. r . .;fill:_ th : 

~•-.b~ect : S:pecjal aid to stimulate 
be.c: :vre.rd counties 

I think yocir proposal is possibl~r t.. or~ workable :9lan t1 an 
the ones that I su...; .... eeted. ,fuy .oPl-.. it ric ·; be :pro:per, if ;·e re 
.::;oi nc into this at ell , to ...,i ve ~~oc • al e. id to all counties in U1e 
fourtee:,i Southern states which :h.avera ' t -:. Rosemw.ld school? ! note 
there are 1~3 of these . i-~ft,3r all the county 11'icb has 5 per cent 
•Te,;roes ui-thot:.t t'I school , thct &"'.lall number • s ~u.st ::.s much in !ieed 
of school facilities~~ +,hf county th·t hts o,er 60 per cent , Q~less 
the s!"' lier c:rou:p is atten6.i:15 schools in other counties. If it is 
:possible , it would. be intArestinc to have a table !!le.de np sho·r.irrg 
thP. fi_-u .. •as of the i.Tee;ro and rihi ~-G l)(' )U.lation of tr..ese 193 counties 
• ,<] the states in whicb tl:J.e~r are loce.ted. 

A). though I !lave not talked • 1i th :._ •• • .. mbree ebou.t this p!'Opos 1 , 
13.s he left for the hospitaJ ye,sterd'Ety afternoon after being in the 
office for a short time onlJ (he is havin~ a minor op~ration and 
will bP br- ck about the first cf t' e YiePk) I think ·re sho1.tlr:l ht v=i 
fomlllated jr our or.n minds a nore definite pl&n for the Fund to 
operate on. ho·, much more do )OU thir.l:: ,e wilJ need to offer these 
backward counti,s? s:10uld j t be half agej_n as much or doubl e the 
ariount of our !)resent allotment? Do you think ·,,e should run i t rro:n 
one- teacher school s to tl.0 ten- teac!'er , or corfine it to +he smeller 
size schoc·ls? I t seer1s to me if' r7e +ell thera 1e i7ill f i ve them this 
additional :i.id on either one or a certain few school s , we will create 
the least friction or jealousy from other counties. 

If tl.r:, officers t..i1 d ExecL1ti ve Committee approve a rlun that we 
may fonm~at.e , ::: trink we should. cl ee.rly state in a.'rlY offer we make 
a :p:ro:9er explan .tion of why we are gjv ·nc this srecial eid to the back­
ward counti es whereas vre have been withdrawine a i d 5.n our cenerel 
alJ.otrn.ents . 

I ~elieve there are. a nur.iber of reasor.s that ere perfectl: proper: 

( 1) .:e will be e.nswering cri ticiSII'. fron. a numter of sources that 
1e a r e •;i thdrawing aid toe rapidly es:pecially ln the one and ~~m­
teacher scl~ols b~cause thes b?ckward counties are , no doubt , the 

-~ ones they hav mostly ir. mi!'ld. 
'' :,~'I.\ 

, 
~ 



September 6 , 1928 , 

(2) That the equalization tax is bein~ adopted by progressive 
states both in the North and South. Our giving this special 
aid vrould fj_t in with the principle behind this special fulld , 

(3) These back~ard counties are approxmP.tely at the same 
point of proe;ress as they were whAn the Fund started to o:9erate 
consequently 5.t is :perfectly proper e.nd rieht that we should 
give them further encouragement . Of course , it is assumed t~at 
as much effort has been made by the 1'.)Ublic officials , both state 
and local, as well as the speci.e.l effort of the st,.,te acents , to 
build schools in these counties. 

Ae I understand it , the reason why these counties have not built 
any rural schools for l~ec:roes is because the public funds have not been 
directed t]wre , largely on account of the d~.s:i.nterested.ness of both -';he 
wlJ.i tes a:nd colored people , or bece.use of t.heir inability to divert such 
funds , m,,ch as they 1nay try, I think r1e should find out the :)er capita 
of pubHc funds that is goi""l:3 into these counties for ru,·al white schools , 
if possible. 

.A1:3 :11 

l.Ir. S . L.Smi th, 
Nashville , '.I.enn. 

Sincerely yours , 



File : Backward school& 

Mr. Stern: 

?lr . Embree heartily approves of your proposition in regard 

to rural schools . He thinks that special aid given in all the counties 

will avoid any discrimination as between states. He also thinxs that 

all types of schools should be included, because some counties may want 

to build consolidated schools. We simply add to our offer a special 

inducement of one and a half times our original allotment, anc keep 

the offer a temporary one, so that we may get faster action fron the 

counties. We might, of course , renew the offer next year. 

Mr. &nbree thinks the plan a thoroughly workable one, 

without any serious objections. He feels th&t jt is the only one presented 

which could be worked out, and that a minute should be made and the matter 

taken up at the next Executive Committee Meeting. 

M. W. S. 

9/7/28 



JuLtus RosENWALD FuNo 
CHAM■E"R OP' COMM£RCa B L DG. 

N ASHVI LLE. T ENNESSEE 

Dear Mr . Stern:-
.l 

Subject: Special. aid t.o backward counties 

I agree fully with the recommendat.ion of the officers 

in regard t.o the extra stimulus , as shown in your lett.er 

of October the 2d. 

We woul.d have aome difficul.Uea in making the offer 

terminate J"anuary- 1., l.9SO , in the middle of a budget year. 

I auggest l.ea.ving_ it. as you have it outlined, .Tune so , 

1.950 , but woul.d be in fa.var of our announcing it a.f"ter 

the Boa.rd meeting in Kovember for the present. budget. year 

only. 'rhen when the 1.929-3.0 budget is announced in the 

spring we coul.d call. attention to this special. offer 

that. year a.J..ao . 

Mr. AJ..fred K. Stern, 
Chicago., Illinois 

Si ncerely yours, 



[ 

Oot.ober ll, 1928 

~ deer Ur. Smith: 

Your letter or October 10 ie received, b.lt I do 

not rind the copy ot the three docket itms whioh you say JOU have 

marked in pencil. Pleaeo send these at once. 

Regarding the aid or special appropriation to 

backward countiee, I em rewri ti.118 the second poraaraph under 

nconsiderat1ona" as follows: 

"l!oet ot the southern states have e qualization tunde 

but aa a rule they are inadequate end lo.rgel y support 

teachers' salaries and loll8er school terms. Only-

tour oouthern states uae such equalization tunds 

for building pur;>oeea. l'io belicTe that this offer 

will stimulate mre tex money into the equalization 

f'unda, and divert a larger share toward the llegro 

school house construe tion programs." 

I om encloei 118 a docket iten on Tougaloo 

College, Please let me ha'VU your comments and sua eations . 

AKS:M\.S 
enc. l 

r.tr. s. L• Smith 
Chanber of COI:Ceroe 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Very trul., yours 

ALFfED K. STERN 



... 
r 

Kr. Alfred -"• Stern - sheet #2 9/8/28 

Off hand it. would aeem that an additional offer or 
50 per cen~ allova the regu1ar all.otment for woad construction 
for- the :ti.rs t school. r - not to exceed a four-tea.ch.er type -
erected in a coun~ of 5 per· cent or more of Negro popul.a.t.:ion 
woul.d be aui"f'icien~ s:tirm>-lus. to interes t. a.. grea't. many auper­
intendenta and cornxmmi tie s.o Of course if they use bric:k 
construation they woul.d receive the extra t50o-OO• just. as any 
other school. It is not aiwaus the poorest. eounty tha.t is 
backward. ~e county as a whal.e may be in the gl'"OUp of weal.thy 
counties.• while on t.h.e other hand there m&y be several. districts 
in which the Negroes live that are very poor and have considerable 
atruggl.e to. bui.1.d a s.chool.. 

J.tr• AJ.rred K. Stern_ 
Chicago, llllnois 

)( 

Sincerely- yours , 



llovember 2? , 1928 

Dear Kr •. Sterni 

l am sending requisi tion for speci al aid to backward 
counti es - 85 ,ooo. We do not .know Just v.ha t number..., ttrtB" 

-appropri a t i on i s but we are l e av ing i t t o be til l ed i n 
there , after which you ma::, pl ease return our f ourth ctopy. 
In reading the r esolution careful ly i t wou l d aeem that 
t..lie enti re anount , including the z-egul ar all otment and 
the bonus of f'1fty per cent, 1e tc, be pai d out of this 
contingent f'Unclo P1ease advise me whether this i s cor r ect 
and whether we are t o dro.w one check f'or the amount a 
inclu ding the bonus out of' this contingent fund or whether 
we are t o draw the regtll.a r allotmen t f or a s cho_Jl out 
ot the appropri a t ion 11 and i s sue a separa te che ck f or 
the f i fty per cont. bonus . We $hall· 11.kaly have t wo or 
three s chool s ready f or this bonus within a short t ime. 

llnclosures 

Ur. Alfred L Stern, 
Chicago, I llinois 

Sincerel y yours , 



l ~ . s . L . Sm1 th 
Juli u C'r..fflt:W...... und 
Chamber of Co::norco 
1;ashvillo, Tonnoooeo 

Dear lT . Sm t h : 

Deco bore . 1928 

In Ur. Storn'o abaonco I on uriti ng to say 
that i t io our undorotendill8 that continccnt 
fund a.:ppropriati on no. 36 in tho a."lOunt of Cft0 ,000, 
to bo used in the fino.ncir.g of the conctruct!on ....JJ; 
of scrool o in backtrard 9011~~= 18 to covo1· botli ~ 
roc:;ulnr nllo·~mon"t o.nd ·tho 2 o1' i'i~· por cent. 

Youro very truly, 

WILLIAM B. HARRELL 

, 



FORM 122 

Ja lius Rosenwald Fund 
925 S. Homan Avenue 

CHICAGO 

s. L. S:i:tth, 

Payment Voucher No. 14 

Datel/'1 /~9 

Char.iber of Commerce Butldtng, 

Nnshv1ll6, Tsnn. • 

ln com:pUanee w1 th roqooat. of 1anuvy 6th. 

S"Pftc inl Aid to Be.cnard Count1ea -- ---------- ··------- 7,500. 00 

Accounts Appropriat ion N o. D ebit 

Cont ingent Fund, 
Special Ald t o Be.ch-a.rd Counties, 7 ,.;co.oo 

• 

P repared By 

Credit 

Checked By Posted By 

~ --:--=,-----+------r--,----!--~ --;-
1 ] - F or C ntrolle 



FIRST COPY 

Requisition on Appropriation 282 9 • 36 

To JULIUS ROSENW ALO FUND 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 

-ta.nuary 5th, 1929 

Please issue check to S . Lo Smith, Genera.l Yield Agent 
for items listed below: 

SPECIAL AID '?O BACKWARD COUNTilS 

Approved: 
Lf 

Respectfull~1 

L f!f L 
Director General Field Agent 



obr1tai-: 1 , 1.'J20 

Inotcoc. of ac'~i·w for n cnoc:!.al o•)p· -
p?•iution to cover- o ·r n !'t of the co~­

tri'but • o"'l to;:ro:d n ci1•cul tine library for· ontro or; c,,-,,t..,t·· , 

cu::.· .. -· 
lab::-~ , t· " oi'i'.iccrs 'c.vc deci<1od to o.uthori~c n '\!!Mont 

u to 1,, . J fron the c,T)p:·oprintion or 10 ,000 _'or '':-nocfol 
aiu to :..,•:.e..- ·: .. _ !.'nd other conti "'i-nc·oc. i•1 t·10 c­
fl'O-::: rnl cciool ·ro~rOl'l~ . -~ ~• undc atoo' of co rec t nt 
o· !' contributio:1 n.:.+1 be "t .., ,.. - 1te of fo:• vcrJ n.oo 
collnctcd fron ot·,or no• :recd, ''J to n 71ru•i 150. 80. 

In vie • 01' tl o C'u that ~: L 
librc1·:,. oi' t • in t:-po to ich ue i£',vc ci ve:1 f.:. 

i:; t:10 :!'irnt 
~ial oup-

::>rt I rr ror•oot t at : o r office kocp in clocc to 
nit atiou for tl c ··,ur ore o!: dotc:::,ninin r.· , .. ~~ 

., lt liko to o co-irnr-o t is t. 'O of llb::-:n::: . . 

• .., . . L . fr.ii th 
TuHuo .ocon.io.ld rune 
Chonbor of Co "JJO:'CO - ' ildi Ilfi 

mf1v i llo , l"'cnncnnoe 

c l '\7.i·~ll tl C 

or 21ot r;o 
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r - Explanation No. Debit Credit 

Contingent Fund for Aid to Backward Counties 

bonstruotion of Rural School Bl dgse 

To cancel Journal Trenster ot March 29, 
Page 20. 

Prepared By Checked By 

2.829-36 $ 18,850. 

2829•1 $18,SSO. 



. 7 t 

April 1 , 1929 

Dear t:::r. Smith; In the telo6I'om just rocoived you 
sto.to that ~plico.t1ons for "'1,jd t.o 

backward count i es durinc; tbe current yeor totals ,, 61 ,500 • 
.i:h1s amount seems so largo that I an ronclerine whether 
you huve boon charcine the totol pcyI!I)nt to this account. 
It wos our understondiDB that t~o- thirds or tho special 
ollotmont to backt1ard count lea \7ould bo chorcod to the 
ro(;tlll1r oppropri ncion for schoolhouse construction and 
that the f ifty per cent addi tionol r,ould bo chor13ed to 
tho appropria tion for opeciol oi d to backward counties. 

,le ero propared ,o ask tho J.:.xecut i ve 
Commi ttee for on ndditionol approp:Mo.tion covorinc;·oll 
opplico.tions for .J;.em. extension nnd fer aid to baclC\'lord 
countioa and ,,..., _ anxiouo to veri fy ~p.is f1gure before 
presenti ng the request. ,;e wi sh t~-f"or only such omounts 
os ore necessary md the n'1lount you menti on, nomoly, 
~61, 500 , led ne to beliove thut perhaps your teleerorn 
wo.a in orror. 

Hay I have a repl y by return mail 
~s we would liko to present the rooonmco.do.tion to tho 
Committee this weok. 

.BII:F 

I.r. s . L. :::>mith 
Julius Rosenwald l!'und 
Nashville , Tennessee 

Vory truly yours , 



S. L. SMITH. 

FIELD AGENT 

CLARK FOREMAN. 

ASSOCIATE 

J-._1lius Rosen Fund 
Soulhe rnO 

CHAMBER OF COMMERC 

I • , .... 

NASHVILLE.TE 

Dear Mr . Harrell: 

(___~ 
'~ ~ 
~ .....____ 

In answer to your letter of April 1 rela­
tive to the ~61 , 500 special 1ti£1 .. .l2.....,~,.y~~!~~~o~tt~ 
please let me say that we have charged the entire 
amount for each school to appropriation number 36, as 
suggested by the Chicago office . 

On November 27 I sent a letter to V..r . Stern 
asking whether only the fifty per cent should be paid 
out of the special appropriation or whether we should 
include the entire amount in one check drawn out of the 
contingent fund . On December 7 I ha d a letter from you 
saying, "It is our understand.ing that contingent fund 
appropriation number 36 in the amount of ~40 , 000 to be 
used in financinc of the construction of schools in 
i:ba.ckward counties is to cover····ffo-£n- tlfo :regula""'r alicf'f'-~ 
me·nt a]ia'.""'tfre oon.us of fifty l;)er cent . n We have fOVern-
ed our payments in keeping with this statement . 

It would be a comparatively eesy matter, how­
ever, to transfer from 2829-1 sufficient funds to t~ke 
care of the overdraft in 2829- 36 , covering both the 
regular type allotment and the extra bonus of fifty per 
cent . ,·re have ample funds in 2829- 1 to do this and. 
woul d still have a considerable amount to revert . 

Mr. \/ . B. Harrell 
925 South Homan Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Incl. 
SLS : C 

Sincerely, 



C O P Y 

November 27 , 1928 

Dear Mr. Stern : 

I am sending requisition f or special 
aid to backward counties - "15 , 000 . We do not 
knov, just what number this appropriation is but 
we are leaving it to be filled in there, after 
which you may please return our fourth copy. In 
reading the resolution carefully it would seem that 
the entire amount , including the regular allotment 
and the bonus of fifty per cent, is t o be paid out 
of this contingent fund . Please advise me whether 
this is correct and whether we are to draw one 
check for the amount including the bonus out of 
this contingent fund or whether we are to draw the 
regular allotment for a school out of the appropria­
tion #1 and issue a separate check for the f ifty 
per cent bonus . r.re shall likely have two or three 
schools ready for this bonus within a short time . 

Enclosures 

JJr . Alfred K. Stern 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours , 

(Signed) S. L. Smith 



April 4 , 1029 

Doe.r Lr. Smith: One point io very clear, rol c.tivc to our 
correspondence concerniDG tho rotlod of 

accountinc for .,oid,._civm 1n tho oonntruction of och.oolhour:co in / 
bcck'l'1ord countioo, ncnely; \'re, up 1ri tho Chictco of!'icc, arc 
not consistent. l ouppose \10 l!!Ust of necoasi ty chonee tho do-
ciaion contained in our lotter ot Dcccnbo~ 6th. L 
contingent fund to tho rogular o.!)propr1ation tor ochC'Jolhouac con-

I S'lJ&':OSt that you trt1cnofor cho.rgo 1~ot1 tho ~r 1 

otruot ~ roproacntine tr.o- thirdo of tho toto.l aid civcn to 01.c ~ ... 
we.rd oountieo. After this ontry i!l mdo, our rocord3 should in-
dicnto dcoit:,lations ocoinot A:ppropr1otion i,38 _to bo an 1'oll0ffl3: 

A:ppro. (t36 • • • • • • • • • t\4.0 , 000 • 00 

Spa c iol Aid to 
Bo.clmard Countlos •• 20,soo.oo• 

'J.1ronopO!'tation of 
.'upilo • • • • • 3~C. 50 

nebuildin~ of tiohool, 
Polr.l Boo.ch, Fh . ~ .. ,8 , 800. 0Q. 

ToteJ. • • 29, 592. 50 

Undesic;nnted Bolnnco > 10, :3':>7. ~O 

We ore nnk11".; an allocation or " 5 ,000 tran tm 
undeoi.Dlo.ted balance of Approprintion #36 to bo addod to the ol lo­
oat ion ot -;,ol 5, ?50 for tho oxtens ioo or tei~o. In t hi o wey, all 
overdro.!'ta ,1Ul bo providod for. Do you boliovo thnt additional 
opplicutions for oid to lxlCbrord cwntioe nnd extmeion of toimo 
will be in oxcoos ol tho UDdosic.,1e.tdd bulunce 1n .~pp::opriation uZO? 

\1DH:F 

l r . s . L. Soith 
Julius Rosonwolcl Fund 
UoshvUlo, Tonneoooo 

Ve1ry truly yours, 

"' ~­i \\.\.\t,: 

'r: 
! 

~t,_\\~t.\.\. 

? · 



April 29 , 1929 

Dear Mr. Sm1 th: Will you please have a stotel?J:)nt 

prepared, shooing the baoJmard 

coun Jeo...tn which Rooorroald scrools have boen built, 

or opplicationa approved, under the special erant 

tor aid to baclrnard counties to de.te? This tabulation 

should aho~ tho state, name of orunty, size or the 

sohool and population baaed on tho 192) census. 

WBil:F 

!h-. S. L. Smi th 
J'ulius Rosenwald Fund 
Nasbvillo, Tonnossee 

Very truly yours , 



J ·ulius Rosen"W"ald Fund 

S . L. SMITH, 
FJE LD A&l!:NT 

CLARK F"OREMAN, 

ASSOCIATE 

Dear I.fr . Harrell: 

Southern Office 
CHA M BER OP' COMMERCE BUILDING 

NASHVILLE.TENNESSEE 

l....ay 1 , 1929 

1/e a.re at .. aching two copies of statement 
showing a.pp lieu. tions approved f or/ aid~Q..J~.~,ckward 
c punt i ~~ the present budget year i o· !iay ~-a'R~'l 
i ndicati g those that have ·oeen completed and paid 
for . Forty of the forty- five counties are entitled 
to share in the special aid of one and one- half 
times the regular allotment. The other five counties 
had their projects either planned or under construc­
tion be t.ween J uly and November , c1.nd were not entitled 
to the special bonus . Tile have indica"t.ed these by 
(#) and foot- note . I t i s most satisfying to see 
the influence this special stimulUJ has had. I had 
estimated that we ought t o bring in forty to fifty new 
counties this year and am happy to know that I was 
not over optimistic . 

Enclosures 

lir . W. B-. Harrell., 
Chi co.go, I llinois 

Sincerely yours , 

/. ~ -~d-_ 



Dear i6r . Smith: 

1 

May 3 , 1929 

I sh.all nish t o discmss ni th you 

the statement you recently sont 

to us shcmin~ tho backward counties t o ,7hi ch ai d hao 

boon c i ven durins the cu:.":.'ont year. I h::v~ checked 

this report vi.th you;;- "S'i:a.t12ticel 5urvoy - Nogro 

Public School a 1926- 27 end 1925- 26. " The tollO\'iUlG 

oountios to r;hich ue havo Given speciol a i d durinc; 

tho current year show o. Uogro popul ution in oxceos or 

f ivo per cont but oo not ~poor in the Stati stical Sur-

vey. 

Gulf County, Florida 
Conroe County• Goor3i o 
C8i'den County , North Carol ina 
llawldns County, Tennessee 
Northampton County, Virginia 

Uill you please oxomine the previous 

repor t f or the purpose of determining ~hether thooo counti es 

\:,9ro intentionol.ly omitted'? 

.Bll:F 

r:r. s. L • .;mi th 
Juli us .{OSetl\"TOl d Fund 
lfo.shvillo, Tenoossoo 

Very truly ycurs, 

W1tttAM B. Hi4~¥ LL 

kLJ 



S.L.S M ITH, 
f"IELD AGii!:NT 

CLARK FORE MAN , 

ASSOCIATE 

J••lius Rosen-wold Fund 
Sou.1ltern Office 

CHAM BER OF COM M ERCE: BUILDING 

N ASHVILLE.TENNESSEE 

Dear Mr. Harrell: 

Me.y 8, 1929. 

Four of the five backward countie~ 
u 1 Q U ;,,....f,U,Ull!Jffftt?il I J\ --

mentioned in your letter of May 3, were left 

off of my tstatistical Survey)- 1926- 27", by 

oversight . Gulf County, Florida is a new county , 

organized since the last census. None had built 

any Rosenweld schools prior t o this year. Monr oe 

County, G-eore,ia had built a teachers' home, by 

aid of the Fund, but did_ not have a school . No 

special aid was given the first school erected in 

this county the present year. The other three 

counties were not included, si.mply by oversight. 

They had no Rosenwald schools pri or to ~ovember, 

1928. 

Mr. w. B. Harrell, 
Chicago, Ill. 

SLS:DB 

Sincerely, 

t ~ e. ~t4-



On I.by 1st of this yenr, i..:r . H'lrrell :·coeivaa a 

ot3teu1on t .from you 3howinJ tho apolicutions ap:?rovod £01.. aid to 

'l:x!:\ck:Yarl cor.ntios fo1• the i'isc3l y,::m.r 1028-23 t::> Lhy 1st. 

Iu op:xring tho Am1ual RoVi.e,, of th'3 Fund for 

19~8-29; f!rs . Scott :'JOuld Ul:e to uso these st:,ti otics. If 1t is 

at all possiblo, co1•1d you ou ' y tho flcui•es for U-'ly M:l June in 

orJer to !!k'lko this 1·e rt c~::nloto for tho yoor'l 

A copy of tho report is encloso.i in oruer th1t you 

m'ly idO!l tify it ooro e·.1oily. 

IEF 

:Yi•. S. L. S::rl.t!l 
!fo.shv ~llo 
1'e.11Uessoo 

Vc1-1 trulJ you.rs, 

\RENE FAGERSTROM 

uecrc t.U"' • to uh~. il"1r.1.•oll 





December 5, 1929 

near 1~ . ~tern : These state Sfents can always 
think of a number of nuestions 

to D.sk cfter any ne\J armounce!!lent is made . Pr . 
•rilliar:1s 1 r:: q as ea a very nertinent oue P tion • 11 If 
a county tha t hns no Rosenwald school builts R 
twelve- tepc-rer bric.K buildi!1£ •~11. it be entitled 

o the 6 , 000 maximum plus a '3 , 000 bonus as a 
\....,:;~~i;;i!'.~ _c.Q 1> 11 This would mr e D total of '9 , 000 

1·om :he Funa . I sha 11 be glad to have vour fr'3n:Jr 
reactions on this since ,as it now stands , they v,ould 
be entitled to the ~9 , 000 unless we aualifv the 
eeneral statement on aid to back\ard countieE . 

SLS/mc 

1 r . 'lfred K. Stern , 
Julius 'losenwald. rund , 
0hicaro , Tllinois . 

Sincerely , 

•i...-;___...,: ----1------'----- j 



December 12, 1929. 

Subj ect: Bonus to backward 
counties 

Dear Mr. Smith: I do not see v,hy te sh0uld not follor 

through our pr esent cocmitment even 

T7here it involves a t otal of i9, 000. I doubt whether there 

v.ill be many bc:.ckl'1ard counties able to build a t welve- teacher 

br ... ck building but if they nant to, I should S/...Y "more poner 

to thcm11 • 

AKS:CM 

Mr. S. L. Snith, 
lfoshville, Tennessee. 

Sincer ely yours , 

\LP:RFO 1{_ ~TERN 



S. L. Smith 

Julius Rosenwald 
Southern Office 

Cotton States Buildi ng 

Nashville, Tennessee 

Director for Southern Schools 

Fred MeCuistion 
Associate Director 

W. F. Credle 
Associate 

Dear Mr . Levin: We have allo;-;c:-;;a:"tt~e~dlff:;-:r:;:;o:i;im~,;';:ie~m~~-...L.----1 

and Fellmrnhips fund an a.mount not 
to exceed $700 for supervision of counties in Missouri 
having 10% or more Negro population, the amount not to 
exceed $100 per county. When we of the southern office 
met with the Chicago officers in September it was agreed 
that t his would be a good service and that while they are 
attempting to survey all the counties of the state we 
would concentrate our aid on the counties having 10% or/ 
more Negro population. I . :r 

,__ )r,.. - f 

SLS:mc 

Mr. N. YI . Levin, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Sincerely, 
1
1(,. • . 

l f. ~~ 



Deur "!r. Sci th: 

November 7, 1951 

In eccordt.nce .d. r.h Jour lettt,r of 

lwvenbor 4, we hr.vc w.loc .... tcd an 

ad, i tion· l .;700 fro!.'! the Jtudic:J r-nd Fellowsnips f'und 

for supervislon of c0untlcs in ~issuri, the c.moun~ not 

to exceed ~100 per nonth. 

The npproprlc..tion was for (6, 0(;0 and 

our r(;C.lra s lndic!.te th&t t:> de.to vl, 950 ha.n been nllo­

csted, leuv.i.ng .;4, 050 imc.lloc,Lted b<- lt.nce. 

illth kindest rogi..rds , I em 

Yours very truly, 

I ,#L. CO 

!!r. S • .L . S::iith 
Cotton &t~tes Building 
Na~hvillc, Tenno::isee 

NATHAN W. L Vlh 

Co.:ptroller 

J 
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