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April 21, 1930

Dear Wrs. Miricks I am happy to inform you that the
Julius Rosenwsld Fund has made 2 grent-

in-ald to Williem Stanley Braithweite for the yesr 1930, of
e

one thoussnd dellars (§1,000). This we ere charging against
our fellowship funds and are ready to moke payment on it in
any wey that scems most helpful. Iy suggestion is that
payments be mede in quarterly instellments througzhout the
year,

I am writing of this to you rather
then directly to Mr. Braithwaite since corresponcdence con-
cerning him has come to us through you =mnd since you mey
be able to use our offer in obtaining other essistance for
hin and in meking the funds most useful to him,

Very truly jyours,

=1

EREtHS
Epwin R. EMBREE
Hrs, Edith Hirick
Star-Duat
3514 RMewark Street
Washington, D. C,
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in-aid to William Stanley Brailthwaite for the year 1930, of one thousand

dollars (81,000.). This we are char:inc against our fellowallp funds and

are ready to make payment on it in any way that seems most helpiul. li¥
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50 Epswick 8treet
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Miss Mirick: 1 em gled to endorse, without any
: gualificetions, enything thst you
ere doing in behelf of 4 Breithweite, whose letler I
am returning with this. € N&S worked Ior years ageinst
almost overwhelming odds, and I wonder sometimes thst he

is still sective. 1 can say nothing of his cherscter

end his industry that is not altogether to his favor. I
believe him to be one of the very few people who should
be advanced. His problems end his rscizl difficulties
ere almost too great for eae to understand, except in the
vaguest sort of way. M

Let me tell you how much I
eppreciate your distinguished efforts, end how much I
hope that .they will not be lost. Fortunately, they can-
not be entirely lost, for they have already brought
results.

Tours very sincerely,

(signed) E. A. Robinson
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THROUGH THE YEAR 1929 wWi1

The Twenty-Fifth Annual Survey
of the Year in American Poetry
and Annual Summary
of Magazine
Verse

Jenny kissed ‘me when we met,
Jumping from the chalr shes sat In,
Time, you Thief, who love to get
Swests into your list, put that Inl
I I begin this year's artlcla with
a quotation of wverse I shall be
quite in keeping with the subject
dealt with, but I display the guo-
tatlon as a memorial, an inscription
if T may, at once more fluid and mare
adamant than the matter which con-
cerns us. ‘Time, you Thief!” I ecry, out
of a soberer impulse than guickened the
words through those lips of Leigh Hunt's
that had been sweetened by the ecstatic
congratulation of Carlyle's klas.
Time has stolen twenty-five years of
thesa annual articles on
poetry, “sweets’ of a kind that may settle
into & sediment at the bottom of the
cup, or may have sweetened the brew
of this quarter-century of American song.
Who knows? a - certain, all
knows is that Time has stolen
Years; and though age has not yet laid
too heavy a hand upon us, the vista
down the corridors is dim and shadowy
with the figures of dreams and the echoes
of battles that ralsed standard
over the citadel of art.
summaries

Jane

American

one
the

For

a new

These annual have bheen
the germ, as Is known,

volume containing the text of the poems

of an annual

listed as the Anthology of Magazine
“Verse in these columns. These yearly
surveys preceded the book by eight

years. But these articles, as with the
book, have been intended to reflect the
mode, tendency and quality of the cur-
rent achievement in American poetry.
On this twenty-fifth anniversary of these

want to commeént

annual summaries, T
on the performance.

L e LY

I have never, from curiosity, or as a
methoed of justification for the work,
during the years it has grown-—and

Mpulksd to the amazement, and sometimes
wo the censure, of critice—examined the
total wvolumes of the anthology to note
and appralse the changes and drifts in
#tyls.and form, the spirit and substance,
the transition, in a word, of the ad-
vance from the “old” to the ‘new”
poetry, which our student-critics have
fdeclared to have evolved through the
s an® Tntenta practice of (hese years:
@an® which, if this fact is indisputable,
shoud have been reflected in these suc-
constra summaries and in the volumes
of the anthology.” Such a survey, how-
aver, has been accomplished by. Mr.
Clement Wood, and the results recorded,
in his admirable “Hunters of
Heaven, The American Soul as Revealed
by its Poetry” just published, I quote
Mr. Wood, with considerable satisfac-
tion, I must for a summary
which carries an impregnable confirma-
tion of the purpose for which this work
has been carried on.

“The latest — and unfinished —
period of American poetry,” writes Mr.
Wood, can be measured with * ap-
proximate accuracy by William Stanley
Braithwaite’s annual Anthologies of
Magazine Verse, The first of these ap-
peared in 1913; 1928 appeared this year.
Sixteen years . . . Have there been
apparent changes in this brief time?

“A word as to technique. There are 47
poems in the first Anthology; 498 in the
second. Classifylng as examples of the
new technique, or an approach to it, all
poems uttered. in direct speech—the
speech of practically all the race's great
poetry—and as examples of the old, or an
approach to it, all poems full of echoes,
archaisms and stock poeticisms, we find,
in the 1913 Anthology, there are per
cent of the poems in the old technique,
and 28 per cent in the new; in the 1928
Anthology there are 28 per cent in the
old technique, and 72 per cent in the
new. The flgures are just reversed.
The new technique has  increased 157
per cent in proportional representation,
and 2763 per cent in actual number in-
cluded.,

“Thers are six poems of poetic dis-

work,

confess,

very

12

By

tinetion in the first book. All are in the
L new technique. There are 71 in the 1928
volume.  All are in the new technigue.

“Braithwaite is keenly sensitive to the
best in our poetry. These figures estab-
lished that. He may be over-catholic in
his inclusions; but he has shifted*his em-
pltasis Trow échoes-to Teal poeu:y. He is
|an admirable anthologist, and’ his books
| are indispensable to a grasp of modern
poetry.”

I mention the compliment to eonfirm
the deed. Taking, over a long period of
vears, to appropriate Professor Garrod's
dictum, a “gay courage and .generous
risks,”” I have tried to make the suc-
cessive summaries and Anthologies rep-
resent the development of American
poetry during a period which, in 1929,
closes its twenty-fifth year.

I want to recommend most heartily to
the reader  Mr, Wood's "Hunters of
Heaven" for an interpretation of the

®oeiry that America has produced dur-

| ing these years, and the poetry which
| the summaries and anthologies have rep-
resented in their selections. Mr. Wood's
book does not merely cover this period:
it begins with the crude American In-
dian and traces the growth of
American poetry down to the present, re-
.vealing through the poetry, the spul of
the American people. Of the contempo-
rary era he writes, “These last sixteen
years saw the Inception of the World
War, its conduct and ending, and has
seen a troubled decade pass since then.
Machinery, potent enough as it opened, is
the trinity today: radlo, airplane, tele- |
vision, talkies, mechanical robots, kel-
vinators, panotropes, a thousand other
inventions, have become commonplace.
We have had a bawling, squaling nur- |
sery of poets during this time . ,.F;aimlv Il
echoing the past, singing the prescnlL.
more loudly, faintly using Einstein and
Millikan as springhoards. They paint a
vehemently disintegrating today, sob for
a fantastically unreal yesterday, sturdily
limn tomorrow.” All this have the an-
thologies reflected and registered,

The -purpose of this work as fixed in
the above summary is capable of escape
from many readers because of the pro-
fusicn- of the material. It ls rather a
problem that confronts the eritic of
American poetry as a whole at this time,
more bewilderingly than the samples in
any specified collection. In such a collec-
tion as the Anthology, however, the cap-
tious have a way of misleading the un-
wary. it has to do not so much with
an honest difference of opinlon as to the
valueg of a selection, which Is to be re-
spected, and capable of admlration, but
| with matters® of modes: and tendencies,
and even of assemblage and is gaps.

songs

WILLTAM

STANLEY BRAITHWAITE

For instance, a critle quite demollshed
the Anthology one year, and later in re-
viewing a certain poet's book, praised
him as one of the foremost of contem-
porary poets, and signalled out for quo-
tation from his book as the sum of his
achievement, a poem which was In the
Anthology he damned. It has been an
easy thing for the captlous to call at-
tention to the editor's lack of discern-
ment in omitting selections from certain
leading poets; in some cases it could be
pointed out that the poet had published
no poems in the magazines for that year;
this has been notably the case with Mr.
Robinson and Mr. Frost, who have al-

JAVE jou forgotien
How the canos slipped out
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ways gladly glven permission to reprint

available poems. With Mr. Aiken, Mr.
Sandburg, and, in a minor treble, Mr.
Tate, it has been different. The 'first
two, for reasons of their own, for some
vears passed now, refused to grant the
permission to reprint them. Mr. Tate,
quite honestly and frankly, stated he did

not care to have his poems included in a’|
“had |
| to do right by whatever sems

collection that contained so much
poetry.” He confessed, T must add,
have found the “‘collection’ very service-
able in leaner years. And so it goes with
one, whether it is myself or another,
who, with “gay courage' will “take gen-
erous Let me quote  Professor

to

risks."

By Elizabeth Hollister Frost
Author of “The Lost Lyrist”

The Closed Gentian

To grasp at the closed gentian
That waved its spherical
Blua mvstery to and fro.

Garrod in full upon this point, w.
two statements in their comext
are two characters of critidsm
which I account it dead,” h sa:
who has his eye always ujon

can no more criticize than s ca
And ‘secondly, all good crithism
It has noble patiali
Alter
end of criticism is, not tobde ri

nanimous.
it takes generous risks.

like to greatness. Put mor sin
end of criticiem i, not one's owr
tion, but someone else’s.”

The tone of much that.hts be
ten about poets and poetrs du

A SRR

A Group of Original Poems

I wish I had let you
Open the mysatery
At the hidden’ heart of thh blne;



under the boughs of our discontent,
we dropped in the river all doubt,
with your brown bhody you leant
¢ Shawsheen that Fall

n-begotten?

Blue mystery to and fro,

Provoking your hand {o split the miracls
To ses the Insids,

But I =sald, “Nol

Wait the emrmirical."

feel ascending

dignificant smell

lotus opening itz bud where the fish-
down the slight swell

stream ; feel the willow boughs swish
y stern;

u bending

After you wera gona

The blus world settled

*Around me like flesh ‘of a flower,
Curved, cruel and blue petaled:
Within from the root rose the dour
*Infusion of gentian—

And darkness came on.

At the hidden heart of ths blue}

If Ihad, Time might have written our hist
Different from thls; I had presaged this ne
Dieath in life, startled strangeness

Had not beset you.

Now do the passionless petals
Of the world where you fare

-Curve down and turn blue to you!.

As these do to me? they leave me no air!
They hurt! the flower flesh settles
Relentless with blue. I cannot,

1 cannot’break through to youl

*Infusion of gemtian contains a bitier principle used as a narcotic.

The Clematis

The air was cold as ether
Upon the llp of sleep,

(If it waa alr), an alien dew
Fell on my frightened cheek.

EANED to plek a clematis,
And. open swung a door
ing to a dimension

had not seen before.

Secrets sat on silences,
I bruised my brow against
. The wings of birds that were not birds—
And then I fled from thence

Minutes, Days, Hours

ng myself agalnst the minutes
foping they are solid
And will break me—

But they are transparent,
I fall through them
To the hours.

But the hours are brittle,
I break them, they do not break me,
I crash through them
To the days—

Minutes,

they ares fluid,

Days, Hours—
Have you no resistance?
Where then can I find me

I stood on nothing, but I stood,
The dark was all a-scare,

(If it was dark), it pricked my hands,
Lifted my listening, hair:

Stumbling to find the clematis
That spilled upon the moor—

But someons on the earth side
Had fasteried to the door.

"

T ask the hours for sharpness

That I may destroy myself
Against them—

f

A, strong adversary?

Copyright, 1929, by The Boston Transcript Oompc;ny.

i
i

i EIIIII]III!I!IIIIII!IIIIIHIIIII[!]IIIHIIIIIHIIIIl[l!lllIIIIII{I!IIIIIIIH!IIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIJI_IIIII!IIIII[_IIII‘IIIIIIHIIIIIIIIHIIIIII[!IIII_IIIMII!IIIIIIIIII|||||IiI|Il|l|I:II[IIiIIIIlI

T e e i



rrLpt

SATURDAY, NOV.
Books of the Day~Art

'H THE POETS

ct:  “There
n without |
aya: “"H
posterit;
an creat:
n is mag
lities, an:
r all,  the
right, bui
i great o
mply, t
n reput:

Jeen Writ
uring “‘th

L own risks, and Mr.

with those ] 5

| Mirick

current year is in this spirit. There has
been much controversy, but over differ-
ent matters than those that occupied the
critics a few years ago. The writers who
were quite trenchant at that time, have
mellowed. They are a bit older, it is
true, but this accounts less, I think, than
the faet that one learns sooner or later
that the tide of Aesthetles or the time of
Standards are not to be hurried.

A fronta] attack upon the *“little”
poetry magazines, has been one of the
interesting controversies of the year. The
poetry “business” has, it appears from
certaln writers, taken on in common with
other activities, a phase of "racketeer-
ing.” Mr., B. A. Botkin’s article in the
Southwest Review, Mr. James Rorty's, in
The Nation, and Mr. Bruncken’s, in The
North""American Review, are worth at-
tention for a kind of historical emphasis |
which they possess, In Mr. llénr\' Harri-
son’s new periodieal, I’Qelry World, Mr.

patin=

* cleon that much_ ked Bbout and unjustly

abused’ habit ‘of poets publishing at their
BenJa.mln Musser
summarizes the aesthetic’ prgctices and
cults with clarity and justice. It's an ex-
cellent commentary to the thgme which
Mr. Max BEastman handles *with such
irony and scorn in his articles on “The
Cult of Unintelligibility.”

In the meantime, as concerns thes *‘little
poetry magazine world,” they come and
they go, as I have had occasidn. to report
in these articles, year after 3%.:1.1‘. Two
new. ones have sprung into - belng at
Star-Dust, edited by Edith
Lee Higging, and

Washington.
and John

T O O O R T T
T.?;.B portraits represent: Upper Isft,
Elizabsth Hollstar Frost; Upper
centre, Edith Mirick; upper right, Hale
Jean Hammond. Lower left, XBen-
jJamin Musssr; lowsr right, Lelgh Hanes.
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paraiso- University is winning an ever
wldening distinction.

The year has been unusually rich in
works on the art, substance and form
of Poetry. Mr. Clement Wood's “Craft
of Poetry,” whose title implies its sub-
ject and scope, and hils ‘“Hunters of
Heaven, The American Soul As Re-
vealed by Its Poetry,” in alm and achieve-
ment standing foremost: Miss Chilton
and Mr. Agar’'s "The Garment of Praise
a Necessity for Poetry,” is an Important
contribution to the study of the splritual
vitalities and function of poetry; “The
Cycle of Modern Poetry,” by G. R. Elliott;
Professor Brewster's *“The Good Estate
of Poetry” and Professor Garrod's “'the
Profession of Poetry,” are works which
bring to the subject a rich scholarship
and independent opinions.

Of the year's volumes of poems there
has been a large number of exceptional
significance. The event of the widest
interest was the publication of “The Fur-
ther Poems of Emily Dickinson.” Though
a golden find for American literature,
this wvolume has caused some contro-
versy which should result in a definitive
edition of the poems of Emily Dickinson.
The outstanding success of the year can
be accredited to Mr. Roblnson for his
““Cavender's House." Among other vol-
umes, Robinson Jeffers’'s “Cawder, and
Other Poems,” MacKnight Black's “Ma-

chinery,” Elizabeth Coatsworth's “Com-
pass Rose,” Elinor Wylie's “Angels and
Earthly Creatures,” Hardy's ‘“Winter

‘Words in Various Moods and Meters,”
Witter Bynner's “Indian Earth,” Edgar
Lee Masters’'s ““The Fate of the Jury,”
Genevieve Taggard’'s ‘“Travelling Stand-
ing Still,” Archibald MacLeish's “The
Hamlet of A. MacLelsh,” Lucla Trent's
“Children of Fire and Snow,” Robert
Haven Schauffler's ““Hobnails in Eden,”
Elizabeth Hollister Frosts's “The Lost
Lyrist” and “Hovering Shadow,” Benja-
min Musser’s “Riding at Anchor,” Mark
Van Doren’s “Now the Sky end Other
Poems,” Caroline Giltinan's “The Veiled
Dodr,” George Elliston's “Cinderella Car-

goes,” Rosa Zagnoni Marinoni’'s “Red
Kites and Wooden Crosses,” Anna
Hempstead Branch's “Sonnets from

a Lock Box, and Other Poems” and Mal-
colm Cowley's “Blue Juanita.”

|0} r=—— |

Two poets who have made exceptional
progresg in their work the past year, are
Benjamin Musser and Ernest Hartsock.
Both have written and published a great
deal. In power of emotion and wverbal
sublety, they seem to have arrived at
a maturity which ‘should advance them
rapidly to a place among the most im-
| portant of the younger American Poets,
i_\nmhar fine poet who is steadily growing
into a wider appreciation is Bert Cooks-
ley. Unlike ‘the"
tioned he has not yet published a hook,
but' a ‘'collection” of his poems pub-
lished in the July number of Main Street,
indicates the individual charm and deli-
cate musie which a book of his will pos-
s0ss,

In Mr. Leigh Hanes, we have another
poet rapidly advancing to the front. A
poem of his “Song of the New Hercu]es ol
which appeared in Miss Monroe's magas
zine, must be given a place beside two
other great gquestioning poems of our era,
the “Renascence,” of Miss Millay and
the "Ea.rth " of John Hall Wheelock. It

is the gétular poem of a forthcoming boolk
by Mrf Hanes, a book full of delicate
a.t‘tis‘crgh dedlmg with implications that

slimmer like an aura around the shapes
of common objects.

Carillon, edited by Caroline Gillinan,
Anne M. Robinson, Catherine Cate|
Coblentz and Courtland Baker.
the University of Oklahoma comes Folk
a Regional Miscellany, edited by B
A. Botkin, an ably conducted publication
devoted to the interest of folk-literature
The Poetry World sponsored by IHenry
Harrison, is something altogether dif-
ferent from anything we have had in the
form of a poetry a  sort of

Say

magazine,

| combined Vanity Fair-New Yorker of the
| poetry magazine world. After a year of

| Japm, The Poetry Weekly, Mr. Musser’s

e

I

daring venture, I cannot but declare its
truly significant literary success. Next
to Miss Monroe's Poetry, it has yielded
more  excellent poetry than any other

magazine.” A word must also be said
for Pasque Petals, a persistent little
magazine published in South D:a.kota.i

which in the quality of its material has
improved very noticeably this past vear.
Mr. J. C. Lindberg is to be credited for
this showing, with the able assistance of
Margarette Ball Dickson, who as =&

teacher of creative literature at Val-

From |

I can only note the appearance of
Miss Margaret McGovern upon the poetio
scene. Mr. Rollo Walter Brown, who
sponsors her hook, “The Lost Yc::.r," ac-
quaints us with a conquest over circume-
stances by this young girl, which alone
should win our respect; but the poems

absorb -that respect in the admiration
we have for a quality of mind and a
brightness of expression which are un-

common. Miss McGovern has that au-
thentic something possessed by the true
poet which is indubitable even in its
hesitancy.

The poems of E. Merrill Root show the
increasing power of vision which the
more recent of his work has attalned.
Mr. Root’s new wvolume, ‘“Bow of Burning
Gold,” announced for this autumn,
should advance him as one of the most
passionately prophetic of the younger
poets. . Poems by poets less familiar are

to be read with expectancy for their
| future work. Such poets as Dorothy
Kruger, Albert Edwards Clements,

Stanley J. Kuntz, Hala Jean Hammond,
Ruth Pitter, Edith Mirick, Wilson \‘iac-
Donald, James J. Ryan, Otis Peabody
Swift, and W, Force Stead, may potentl-
ally be the luminaries of another day.

Antho\tog@ of Magazine Verse on
1'ollowing Page

“two poets men-
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aw BE‘.\'JAMIN MUSSER—DBenjamin Mus=er is a very unigue personality, and in

spite of which, he iz a very fine poet. Submlitting a ream of data for this
sketch, he concludes: ‘‘Just boll it down to this: Ben Musser 1s a strange
elf, hardly human and a mass of contradictions; writes passable verse but is a
better editor, is a Papist but doesn't believe in anything: his god iz Poetry."
Being a man of contradictions is accounted for. Of u Pennsylvania ancesiry—
Tnglish, Welsh, Swiss and Lower Palatinate—sines 1681, including both Quak-
ers and KEpiscopalians (an only brother {s an Eplscopal eclergyman), he began
his education in an Eplscopal boarding school, continued at an Episcopal
academy, then the Brooklyn Latin Scnpol, Nashotah Seminary (Wia.), St.
Joseph's College (N. Y.), with special studles at Harvard. After a perlod as
managing editor of a magazine devoted to current events and ltesrature, Mr.
Musser bought Contemporary Verse, and became {ts chlef editor and pub-
lisher. To this he adled Japm (Just Another Poetry Magazine), The Poetry
Weskly, the first weekly magazine, which rounded its first year last July in
a lterary, If not flnanclal, triumph, Editorially ‘assoclated with a number of
poetry magazines, Mr, Musser is also a member of a large number of poetry
socleties hera fnd abroad., Ha lectures widely on postry and with fine success,

; EIGH HANES—Leigh Hanes was born at Montvale, Virginia, Dec, 24, 1804,

He holds a B.A, degrep from Hampden-Sydney College, and an LL.B.'
degres from Washington and Lee University. He has published in varions of
the leading magazines, and his first collection of poems, ‘‘Song of the New
Hercules, and Other Poems,’* is announced for ‘publication this fall. His
remarkabls poem, “‘Song of the New Hercules,”” would, except for its length,
be reprinted on this page, for with Miss Millay's ‘'‘Renascence,”” and Mr.
Wheelock's “‘Earth,”’ it is che of the three profoundly questioning poems of
our era. A member of the Poetry Soclety of America, and gecretary of the
Poetry. Soclety of Virginla,

2 ALE JEAN HAMMOND-—FHale Jean .Hammond was bern at Koscluske,

. 3 Milss., educated in the common schools, and by a private tutor in lan-
guages. - She coatributed“to the four-volume “‘History of Woman Suffrage in

' the United States,'’ edited by Susan B. Anthony and Ida Husted Harper, has
completed a history of l)gz'ahoma. soon to be published, and with Luela Trent, .
Ralph Cheyney, Benjamin Musser, and others, is one of the authors of ‘'‘Sym-

. posium on Poetle Technique.'’ She has worked widely In Journallsm, as an =
editorial and feature wrife!', and a constant contributor of prose and verse to
magazines. Author of *‘Seven-Years-Old,”' the first volume in the projected
“Gamme Book Serles,’’ she iz publishing thls fall a collection of exquisitely
symbolic poems entitled “*Sun-Dial.'

I
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ANONYMOUS. A Brown Aesthete Speaks, The Crlsls
ADAMS, WALTER R. Sun Poreh. Japm, The Poetry Weekly
ADLER, FREDERICK HERBERT. Loan. Contemporary Verse
November Woods. ' The Gypsy : :
To One Who Fears Old-Age, . Scepter
ALYEA, DOROTHY COLLINS.  Oregon.
of Verse
Here Is a Face. Poetry,
ALLEN, EFFIE ALGER
of Verse
Sonz of the Hearse. Paoetry,
ALLING, KENNETH SLADE.
Gulls on a Rowboat,  Poetry,
ANDERSON, N. D. /Ths Two Houses,

SISTER M.:
The Commonweal
ARNZEN, RICHARD: -Ariadfie Abandoned.
ASHLEY, LILLAH A. Foreboding.
Lassitude.” ‘The Circle.
AUSTIN, MARY. ‘Three at Carmel.
Literature
BAILEY, \(AR(‘ ARET EMERSON,

Poetry, A Magazine
A ‘.\{é:azina of Verse
Bereavement. Poetry, A Magazine
A Magazine of Verse
This Is a Hea. Volces
A Magazine of Verse
Westward, A Magazine
of Verse,
ANGELITA, B.V.M., To Our Lady in Winter.
Interludes
American. Poefry Magazine

The Saturday Review of
Higher Mathemsatfea, Harper's

Magazine
BALCOM, NANI']‘A MAC D. Secret Garden. Poelry, A Magazine

of Verse
Harvest. Poetry, A Magazine of Verse
BALLARD, CHARLES. Cretonnes. The Gypsy
HARKER, s OMAR. Hot Ir'n.  Cowboy Stories Magazine
BARROWES-DONALD, H. C. Landholder. Voices
BARTON, MARIE. Attar. Kaleldoscope
BELLAMANN, HENRY. The Woman of the Dunes, The Yale
_ Review
BENET, WILLIAM ROSE. Mighty Is Man. The Natlon
BENNETT, DOROTHY. Saint Francis. The Commonweal
BITTNER, NELSON DEL. 8hips. Poetry, A Magazine of Versa

BLACK, MacKNIGHT.
* KExpress Trains.
BLANDING,

Tide. The Bookman
Harper's Magazine
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THE HUMAN SIDE OF SCIENCE

Grove Wilson Survey"'s Its Progress from the Eatliest

Days of Antiquity

—

The Human Bide of Bplenca, by Grava W!l -3
son. $4.00, New York: Coamopolitan Book tior-
poration.

VERYONE is interested in either
humanity or science, A few
people are interested in both.
Mr, Wilson seems to be one of |

these. 1t is to be regretted that his in- William Harvey,
terest was not -more scientific or more :
human. These sketches, short biogra-| another's  heels.

Einstein, would be much more effective if | 1, ondon
they were a little more serlous. 8in-| zgventuring.
cerity is rmot a lost virtue, and a Iitile |
more of it would be seemly in biography.

Of the ancients there is.not much .to

oraries.” -
To P

MM s Yanls

THOLOGY

This sketch is typleal of the treatment
all these men receive at the compiler’s
none-too-sympathetic
shown to be the first physician to com-
mand a $2000 fee.,
to Roger Bacon glve a faint picture of
that extraordinary man.

aquickly that they seem to tread on one

is still rampant when he describes that
to which young Harvey went
“Not much of a city as
cities now go, but doubtless looked upon
‘with some pride by Harvey's contem-
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A Group of Poems

e

— |

Sonnet of Wonder at Light

LIGHT has a life that moves in all directions; 7
At the same timae, light plunges east and west.
wandering, m-&num at l'ﬂ‘l

Light seama to move 0 r_uh!y, 80 severaly;
And yet it handles leaves with softer care
Than curling water, or the waving air,

I think it shows infinity mors nearly .

Than any other lifs, excepting death.
—It might be called the universe's breath.

The World Tomorrow Sarah N. Cleghorn

AMA.NDAS garden (she must have been to Nllml

« Amanda’s Garden

Cm- up at mr;uum. like wvlurd ﬂun. -

And near the ash-can, abode of vanished firs,
Golden-glow at autumn burned llke fresh desirs.

While by her gate, where awains wers wont to linger,
Rome bushes beckoned with a blmc]nd finger.

Something must bs wrong, all the naighbors sald,
With a girl who ltkes so much yellow and red.

The Greenwich Village Quill

Edith Mirick

Small Town

TWhen a gata swings wide
And the shadows stalk
Slde by side
On a cool walk.

NYTHING can happen
When ths sllver crown
Of the moon {8 lald
On a small town;

And no one mees
And no ona hears
‘When the silver keys
Turn the locks of years,—

Oh, anything can happen,
Anything at all,

The moon drop her ring
Or a star fall.

The Lyrie Leigh Hanea

Sun-Dial

A HARD-FLUNG path to a spot whers white atones piled
To commemorate; a hard-flung path away

To a faltering step. From the kingdom of undefiled,

To the Christ-pain, gripping like steel, going, or stay,

Btrove in my heart. But white In the fecund grey,

Rooted an atavism. Wind tense and wild 7

Hurtled the halt feet of ms; set my lips in motion to pray:

© sweet Is the call of life to the unborn child!

Tt might have been night in A garden; dawn on a hill;
A goat-skin flagon of preclous wine, my veins
fet a com!ng, to going; I, famished, and fearing te spill
Its wonder too smoon, as the too full cloud spills ths ralns.
Rut the white stones slept, Inowing not late, nor soon,
It might have been midnight . . . the sun dial
gaid it was noon,

X Sonnet to a Silver Dollar

HERE In my palm I hold a metal dlse,

The root of evil and the frult of good—
The garrulous, mad goal of mortal risk,
The breaker of the bonds of brotherhood.
Upon its face is blazed: “In God We Trust,"—
The God who drops the dollara in our hands,
The God who lats us grah ths paupsr's crust,
And winks. to ses us strangle heathen lands, *

.

Hers In s nest of stars a lady's faos

Scowls Into distance without mirth or mereay.

Who can she be? Nike of Samothracs?

Dlana? Atalanta? . . , Nay, but Circe A
Disgulsed in laurel lika a nymph divine,

Stil at her trick of turning men to swina!

The Oracle Hala Jean Hammond Borart Ernest Hartaock
Last Words
L]
¥] breszes of returning Spring I'll no more atrive to bs & man: The mors I probed, the more I found

Blow kindller than befora:
The robins hop, the sparrows aing
More sweetly than of yore.
For. O, the gliding seasons swim
And bear ma on their rippling brim
To my not-distant shors.

It was & grand mista

Trus, in the flashing of a spade,—

Cold world, 'bad world, Adleu!
I've done you all the good I can
Or ever mean to do.
In fact—I say jt in your ear—

Ta try to better you.

The Evil's deeper source.
I digged:—the truth was underground;
Star-gazed :(—'Twas cosmle forca.
And ss the baffling years slipped by
The streams of hops wers running dry
-In thelr meandering courss.

ke, I fear,

Al truth | whatever truth may be
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Bengal and President of the Royal Geograph-
fllustrations and a map.
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Their Customs

winter in such surroundings.
have much influence, thongh education
among them is rare: marriage takes
blace usually in early life, and soon after

the Women

Governor of

OW the old life of primitive
. peoples may survive Iinto our
own time, even for nations in
- more or less of contact with
modern civilization, is well brought out in
this entertaining volume. It was writ-
ten, moreover, by one so specially quali-
. fied for his task that he has succeeded
in contributing much new material to our
knowledge of Tibet, as well as a thor-
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SR bRy WA e s

the birth of children talismans and amu-
Iets‘ are “bound to Some part of their
bodies for protection from the evil spirits
and demons.” In subsequent chapters,
two of which deseribe death ceremonies
and funeral rites, Mr. Macdonald gos on
to tell of dress fashions, of cooking, eat-
ing and drinking habits, and of domestic
life generally.

From the story of medical methodé-in
Tibe} he passes to that of charms mmm oo
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Trus, in the flashing of a spade,—
The twinkling of a star,—

A light from heaven would plerce the shads

And show things as they are.
But still I felt the world was sick;

For no ons elss would wield my plck

Or read my calendar.

Scribner's Magarine

I Cannot Live Away From Water

CANNOT llve away from water—a laughing
Brook liks a child, & mountaln laks as calm
A% & mirror, a river desp and broad as charity,

A river you can stop at Its birth with your palm.

Oh, but the ssal the sean with lts myriad secrets,

Tha mea in ita ceaseless quest for a nameless goal.
T thrill te a hill, commune with the moon and heartbreak
In beauty of night, but the sex, tha sea Is my moul |

It hurrles on, with a song, in Its search for something,
Then cresps back slowly without having reached, and moans:
It is I, that sea, with a song that turns to a shudder,
As T search end call, and crawl back over the atones.

€0 I can never live away from water.

Water and I have understood this well,

Sharing a goal and asking one question, knowing
If ever the answer comes, we shall not tell.

Japm, The Poetry Weekly

A Dog Who Ate a Pond Lily

TmED. of being my dog, and with grave anger
That there wers only ivory bones to eat,
Ha left ms for ths pond, filled with a hunger,
Half memory, for soms immaculate meat

To lay on his bright tongue—I saw him linger,
Fastidiously nnse tha shimmering heat,

And, a= if suddenly grown brisker, younger.

' Poct;-y, A.}ropael'we of Verse
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Ah truth! whatever truth may be,
"Tis neither yours nor mine,

'Twill shine through taciturnity,
Through broken spesch 'twill shine.

Then wherefors kweat to have one's say?— p:

To save what cannot pass away,
Or rescus the divine?

i

John Jay Chapman

The sea and I are always azking the guestion
And, though wa beat upon lifs as on a drum

And nesver recelve the answer, still together

Wa ask, and watch against ths day !t shall some.

You can do what you .wm. but I am prisoned;
YTou can go where you would, for you ars frea;
You ean sport In a sensuous, soulless garden,
But I am chained to my moul, and my soul 15 the zea,

Eut I am tethered with ropes of twisted water,
And I may go only as far as my rops will reach
In ceaseless quest for a nameless goal, calling
A question that echoes unanswered along the beach.

Benjamin Musser

Snap up & lly, Uving, flushed and sweet,
Liks one frall sound the , softly
Buzzed in his sllky ear. A long, long whils
Ha stood in reeds and godlike trance fast-rooted.
The tasts of lotus made him strangely smile—
Nn mora my humble dog, sad-eyed, four-footad,
He was Anubis wading in tha Nila.

Winifred Welles
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knowledge of Tibet, as well as a thor-
oughly “up-to-date” account of the Ti-
betans, their customs, religion, ways of
living, social life and trade activities,
such as, for detail and vividness, has not
thus far been equalled. Mr. Macdonald
was in Tibet for a much longer period
than any other living European. For six-
teen years Britain's trade agent in the
country, he formed lasting friendships
with people high and low, and shows
himself as well informed on the subject
of Tibetan politics and government as in
the flelds of folk-lore and religion.

At the opening of the book the geog-
raphy and mineral resources of Tibet are
described, as introductory to those more
generad themes that make up the bulk of
the narrative. The government of the
country is still autocratic, and so little
has it advanced from former conditions
that the officials, being paid very little
salary, amd that not regularly, have to de-
pend for the greatest part of their in-
come on bribery. With the ruler himself
a ‘“priest-king,” the priesthood wields
great influence in secular affairs and
brooks no interference from laymen; the
strength of Lamaism is meanwhile cen-
tered in the great monasteries, certain
of which, whose inmates number thou-
sands, exercise immense power because
of, and not despite, such facts as that
“innumerable gods, saints, demonsg and
canonized evil spirits fill the Lamaist
pantheon,” and that while some of the
lamas condemn themselves to lifelong
imprisonment, others retire from the
world to meditate in caves or huts in the
mountains, The great majority of the
Tibetan people are engaged in agricul-
ture o1 in cattle and sheep-raising, while
the inhabitants as a whole give them-
selves'to trade. But there are “outecasts"
in Tilet as well as in India, and they
live in "hovels so filthy"” that the author
regards it as extraordinary how the

. o et BML Yy ULl 1Nedical met. aci

Tibet he passes to that of chax'nlis,hoﬁénl.;l
amulets and hlack magie, telling ho“:
the methods of cure include the placing
of - a small  square ‘stamp ' suitably  in.
scribed on the seat of the pain, as well
as how the Tibetans fashion small
images of tha enemiecs and thrust.-them
through with needles, believing that:the
person meant in each case will “either
die or suffer corresponding agonies.”
Among the punishments in vogue for

|erime are mutilation, amputation of the

hands and feet, burning out the eyés of
the accused, and many other fm'}n.q of
torture, women being . flogged. and ' ter-
tured *In exactly the same.manner and
with the same severity. as men.” And
after pleturing the sailnts’ days and
festivals of the Tibetans Mr, Macdonald
cognplctes his story with details of their
coinage, chronology, manufacturing and
agricultural methods, and a closing chap-
ter on the drama and music of Tibet.

: - E. N,

Major-General Sir F. Maurice has
written a study of the principles of war
as defined in the latest edition of the
TField Service Regulations. The book s
entitled “British Strategy,” and will be
published this month.
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- say that has not been said before. To |
be original, the author calls Archimedes |
“the first Yankee.” = What that may |

mean, no true New Englander can say. |

Little is known about Archimedes. Mr, |
Wilson is probably justified in assum- |
ing that he had a wife. “It's highly |
unlikely that so absent-minded a man |
could remain single.”! But it hardly |
- seems necessary for Mr. Wilson to de-|
scend to the vulgarity of describing the|
“Bureka” Incident (when Archimedes, |
yvou remember, dashes forth from the |
bath inte the street with his stupendous|
discovery) as embarrassing to his wife.

T ety

The Largest and in every way
the most interesting
collection of

“Sea Books”

that we have ever succeeded in
bringing together, is now on ex-
hibitlon and sale on the Mezzanine
Floor of our store, and a very at-
tractive list of them is now in
process of mailing., We will be glad
to mail a copy of this list to anyone
interested.

Charles E. Lauriat Co.

385 Washington St.
Opp. Franklin St. =

(Tel. HAX cock 1280—Switchboard Service)

| strange

| omelette,

I'student,

POl allts.

The book abounds wlith generallities.
To say that Lamarck was enabled to
satisfy his youthful desire to be a sol-
dier because ‘France was waging her
usual war with Germany,” and hecause
“women are always anxious to rush
men off to war'” is hardly scientific.
Nor can it be the whole truth to say
that Faraday chose to study electricity
because ‘it will not take me long to
learn all that Is now known about this
subject because not much Is
known."

. It is hard te be falr in estimating this
book. Without doubt it took years of
research to acquire, assort, and choose
all the facts it contains. What a pity

| that these are not presented in a more

serious mam#er‘ There is room in the
world for humorous books, lizht books,
and there is room for serious contem-
plation of the lives of the few men who
ever learned to think. But it does not
seem right that the two should be
scrambled together into something less
digestible and less attractive than an
Can one give solemn atten-
tion "to- a writer who says, in a short
biography of Pasteur, ‘“Under the infiu-
ence of this man (John Hunter) surgery
became almost respectable. But it was,
and continued to be until the time of Lis-
ter, one of the most hazardous of occu-
pations—for the patient”? Or should
one be thankful he avoided ths vaudevil-
llan word ‘‘customer'?

“If the Human Side of Sclence” is in-
tended for the general reader, it will fall
to reach an audience for the ‘“‘general
reader’ is interested in frivolous human-
{ties and sober science. A wise college
student will find it pleasanter and more
profitable tp look up ‘“lives” in an ency-
clopedia., There remains the high school
He may be intrigued hy an in=

- Faw




ON THE 1929 ANTHOLOGY - AR A
"For a full view of the scope of American contemporary verse
Braithwaite's 'Anthology for I929' must be read., Wwilliam Stanley
Braithwaite has been hercic in his task for aimerican poetry. He is
broadly inclusive, it must be admitted; but he never selecte work
below a recognizable standard. His new volume contains a surprizimgly
large quantity of distianctive and genuine poetry."
Jamee Southall Wilson, in The Virginia Quarterly Review
January, I920

"Each one will jydge the contents of this book according to his
omn predilections. Whoever has a theory as to t he nature of contemporary
magazine poetry must prove it by the evidence in this volume, We still
marvel at the unending patience and assiduousness of the compiler. For
large as this collection is, it represents a choice from a far largr
bulk of material. In the course of a year we read a good deal of wrse
ourselves, but nothing approaching the amount Mr. Braithwaite must read.
It might well sicken him with poetry forever! and yet the large body of
what he has chosen is respectably written. It is of great variety in
theme and treatment., The collection is spade-work well-done for t he
future anthologists and historians of american poetry."

William Rose Benet, in Saturday Review of Literature, Nov. 23, '29

"One may easily pick out & hundred lyrics, sprung like particolored
flowers from the very soil of the West and of the South and of ¥Wew England,
full of sentiment and fragrance, attesting to the general growth of genuine
musical emotion, many of them worthy of keeping in remembrance. There are
othere inspired by travel abroad. It is remarkable how widespreadthis
particular culture has become and Mr. Braithwaite deserves universal
acclaim for his services during sixteen years in awakening such a o irit
in our land."

Nathan Haskell Dole, in The Roston Traunscript



COMMENTS ON THE 1925 ANTHOLOGY

“This work is deserving
of financial support.”—
George Steele Seymour.

"M_r.. Braithwaite has done more to bring first re-
cognition to Poets than any other American of to-
day.”—Journal of Education.

“Mr. Braithwaite’s ‘Yearbook of American Poetry’
offers a well-appointed shelter for scattered and
homeless verse.”—Agnes Repplier in The Yale
Review.

“To be named in Braithwaite’s Anthology is the
first claim a poet can stake on permanent remem-
brance. If he gets by this collector’s discerning eye,
he has a chance at more than ephemeral fame.”—
Columbus, Ohio, Sunday Dispatch.

“The labor, the pains, the patience that went into
the making of this Anthology and Year Book must
have been so unlimited and so dauntless that the
mere thought of them arouses the wonder and ad-
miration of any penman.”—New York Times.

“Famous and Invaluable Series.”—The Nation.

“Including as it does the Yearbook of American
Poetry. the Braithwaite Anthology is essential to
anyone interested in the poetry movement in America.
The task of compiling these annual anthologies is a
mammoth one. Invaluable both for reference and
for sheer delightful reading.”—R.P.Harriss in The
Archive.

“I have always admired your energy and zeal in
preparing these annual collections, but it seems to me
that this year you have been even more successful
than usual. I have been particularly impressed with
the historical summary contained in your ‘Introduec-
tion.” It sets forth certain tendencies of the last
twenty-five years more plainly than I have seen them
set forth elsewhere, and I am sure that your estimate
of relative values will win recognition from those
who are qualified to judge.”—Bliss Perry, Harvard
University.

“There is no question that Mr. Braithwaite’s faith-
ful devotion to poetry has resulted in the recognition
of some of the best of modern American poets—he
has given a dignity to our national muse that it
sadly needed in the face of insular indifference and
prejudice of too many British critics, who seem to
feel that the slopes of Parnassus and the Vales of
Tempe are all too beaten down already by British
feet....Far the best record we possess of the poetry
of the last decade, and form a really valuable library
of reference.”—The Commonweal.

“Braithwaite’s Anthology
is a National Institu-
tion.”—May Lamberton
Becker.

“Represents the work of an unusual number of
new poets.””—Christian Science Monitor.

“No matter how pessimistic one may be about
contemporary poetry the value of this book and the
service of the editor cannot be over-looked. The
annual Anthology has become an institution.””—The
Literary Lantern.

“The issue is a very complete one, showing ex-
haustive work in delving into the poetry of the year.”
—Cincinnati Times-Star.

“There comes to hand a volume like the Anthology
of Magazine Verse for 1925, by William Stanley
Braithwaite, and the wonder grows that so much
fine poetry can be produced in a land which we of the
better minds have agreed has so completely gone to
the radio and flivver dogs. All the more, therefore,
is it a refreshing thing to turn the pages of this
Anthology, and every now and again read, with a
catch at the throat, what is authentic and beautiful
poetry.”—Brooklyn Daily Eagle.

“Mr. Braithwaite’s Anthology contains many hours
of real joy. It is wonderful to see how many young
writers, and those also who have already won a high
reputation, pouring forth such vivid, generally
wholesome interesting lyrics, ballads, narrative
poems, dialect poems. Much of the best life of our
day is reflected in these pages. Two hundred and
forty names are represented and Mr. Braithwaite
introduces them with his gentle friendliness in an
appreciative article and he adds lists of magazines
and other information which cannot help being in-
dispensable for any ambitious poet. This is the
thirteenth volume of his series and may he continue
it for many years.”—Boston Evening Tramscript.

“Mr. Braithwaite’s generous enthusiasm for the
currency of American verse and his diligence in read-
ing it all, year after year—a labor plausibly con-
ducive to neurasthenia as well as to an anthology—
might well be expected to exhaust the field. The
Anthology for 1925 contains the usual and valuable
index of poets and poems and lists of articles and
reviews of poets and poetry, books about poets and
poetry volumes published in 1924-1925, American
magazines publishing poetry, winners of poetry
prize contests—interesting appendices for the minute
student of contemporary poetry; they will be useful
also to the research scholar in the years to come.”—
New York Herald Tribune.



THE STORY OF THE LIFE OF WITLIAM 3. BRAITHWAITE
Pas?, GRIITC, WRTTAR, ANTHOLOGIST.

"I was born in Boston, Decs. 6th, 1878. My parents were of British Colonial
Gosconts Father died when I was seven; ths family being lMother and four childrer.,
of whon I was the second and eidest bnoy.

Tatner was a proud man, upon vhor: lvxury had smiled; indeed he was pampored
by life, had been educatad 2t the home collsoge and in England. He did not
approve of the rublic schools and, dwing his life-tims, I was not allowed to
start scheool. I was, thorefcore, over seven when I want to kindergarien; proczeded
to the primary school [the orly cne from waich I ever graduatsd) and contiaued
in the grarmar school until my twelfth year; when I left school for good and
went to work repularly.

I bogan suiling papers when I was between nine and ten years old. My brief
scheol an¢ newspaper-selling days were those of a frail, delicate boy, whose
indominitable spirit led him to do whatever any othor boy, however robust, would
doe T had “wew sheltered during Pether's lifo~tims, not being allowsd to play
with other chiluren; and, in consaquerce, when I went to school I was shy and
frightensd of the other boys. They wesre quick to percieve it; and if I dia
not succsed in escaping on the run as snon as the doors were open when school
was out, I was properly slapped and kicked by the other boys.

This torturad school existence lesied above a year .. and then suddsnly I
found myself ihe king of the little school domains, I must tell you about it.
Right after Father's death, I was conscious of a passionate love for ny mother.
Father, tho he started life with evexy advantage, and at his father's death camo
into a substantial legacy, died penniless .. and more, for thsre wsre debis.
Mother went out to work and, on c¢old winter mornings, with snow piled high on
the streets and sidewalks, I us2d fo st:nd at the window as she left and weep.

ther had heen very scrupulous about his children's appearance; and, aiter
his death, it must have been much in my mother's mind, because she was zlways
careful tc see me neatly prepared. And I took great pride in my shoes, which
in thosa days of liquid dressing, were always brightly polished.

Well, ore Pabruary day there had been a thaw and, in rubbers, I got to
school with my shoes in their pristine glorye. The biggest bully in the school
was a boyr mened George (I do not recall his last name) and, if I had a dollar
for every time he smacked my face .. well, the debts that are worrying we would
soon be paid off, When I took my rubbers off in the school dressing-room, with
a tender feeling in my heart for the clean, bright appearance mother had given
my shoes, Georgs, standing by, for some reason, could not approve of the clean
shoes while all the rest of the children carried evidence of the February thaw.
His ovm shoes were muddy and, with a t2unting laugh, he rubbed the mud from his
own shoes onto mine .. Fury possessed me} For myself I felt nothing. it was
mother's labor of love that had been desecrated .. and, in that moment, my
little life~time of fear dropped from me like a robe. I attacked George with
all the vehemence that passion and anger can create, and tho George was a much
largsr boy than I, .. I whipped him thoroughly. His nose bled furiously and
he was begging for help, when the teacher heard the commotion and, coming in,
pulled ma away.

In whipping that one boy, the bully of the school, I had conquered all the
boys; and when school was out, at noon, they came and paid obeisance to me,
telling me how much they had always liked me and didn't I want some "glassies"
and so ons I am afraid, at that moment, I was not a good examplar of the
Great Non-Ragister. Among some of those boys who were trying to effect a
treaty were three or four who hed made life very miserable for me, and one
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especially, who never slapped, but kicked. Well, quick as a flash, I determined
to confirm the conquest as much ag possible aud I wont for thoss follows. The
boy who kicked ran .. and he was the ons I wanted to purish. I caught him Jjust
as he reached his home .. and strucke

All my school mates were white. One boy, Tommy Ryan, used to taunt me for
my colore. Mother used to go to a near-by beach during the summar, hire a cottage
and do laundrys She decided it was the only employment that would provide a
sufficient revenue to maintain the family and permit her %o stay at home and look
ouy ror the children. I used to go with my cart, get the laundry, and take it
back when it was finished., We returned to the house on Pleasant Street, the day
before school opened in September. When I was about ten, on returning from tha
streat, between a fence on either side about seven feet high .. there on the right
perched Tommy Ryan. He was a husky fellow. I shall never forgat seeing him there
with his disdainful haughty glarce. As calmly as he sat there, when I approached,
he called out, "Hello, niggeri® All I said was, "Will you stay there until I take
my bag into the house?" "Surs", he said, "think I am afraid?" I ran into the
house, left my little bag, returned, climbed the fence, pulled him and gave Tommy
Ryan the worst beating he ever had., From that time on Tommy Ryan was my slave.

He is now, and has been for years, a policeman here.

Oh, those brief school years} I played the best hockey on the Common, no boy
had a2 surer hand with marbles, and in base=~ball no boy thought of playing short-
stop when I was around. And to fight was next to meat and drink!{ I had to fight!
1 was terribly underweight, and if any boy had ever hit me .. well, Phil Scott
dovn at Miami the other night could have learned something in the fading~away tech-
nique. On the other hand, my punch was not so hard, but rapid and numerous, and
wore away the resistance of the toughest opponent., And didn't Jerry Sullivan, whom
I fought time and again, become a piece of lyrical leather I ghall nover forget!

But why go into all this? To give you a faint picture of the boy who, alone,
had to fight his way to health, education, such success as he has wont At twelve
and a half, I couldn't stand the burdens that mother seemed to be carrying to
provide a living, so I left school and went to work, My first regular job was
with a barber supply house. From there I went to Springer Brothers, a ladies cloak
and suit house, opening and shutting the door for customers. In 1893, mother,
instead of returning to Winthrop, went down to Newport. There that summer,I went
to work as a brush boy in a barber shop, the best shop in town, whose patrons were
mon like J. P. Morgan, John Jacob Astor, etcs These men I have talked with,
brushed their clothes, cleansd their boots. It was queer that Nowport should see
me on such differing ends of the social scale(?) Five years later, I was managing
a book store for the Marquis de Logeret on Belvue Avenue, whare the Vanderbilts,
the Frenches, Harry Lehr, Astors, Chauncey Depuy, were patrons; where foreign
noblemen would come in with their hosts .. and where I saw King Albert of Belgium,
who as prince, at nineteen, was visiting Newport. I had a brief reputation "down
the Avenue" for being an authority on books, one whose judgement could be trusted
in recommending the latest ones. ;

These five years had marked a great development. In the Pall of 1894, when
I roturned from Newport, I went to work for Ginn and Co., school and text-book
prbiisherss The position was to make three trips daily between the press and
gengral  offices with mail and proofs, In the meantime I had nothing to do, and
tl.e superintendant of the composing room gave me books to read. One day he asked
mi if I would like to become a printer, and replying yes, he set me at 2 case to
ieam the type. I learned it quickly, and was then given my first job to work on,
% 1a7rint of Southey's "Life of Nelson". In January,l1895, the press moved to new
quusters in Cambridge. Those working days were long, from seven to six; and
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winter mornings, I was at my case before the sun came up behind Beacon Hill.

The first job Mr. Weinschenk gave me was a reprint of Keat's poems. As I looked
out of the window one morning, with Keat's copy before mo, I saw the "rosy
mantlings of the dawn" break over Beacon Hill, and became a poet. dJust as that
fight with George did something, the magic of Keat's did something, too. It was
as sudden, and as passionate, as consuminzi 0ns of ny duiies, heside sweeping the
composing-room, was to take proofs of 2ll the mattar set up by the fifty odd
type-setters. I always took an extra proof for myself, surreptitiously of course,
and carried them home to read and study. These proofs, for some time, were my
library. I wrote little verses and would put the type on the end of the galleys,
and take proofs of them .. these were my first prinied poems!

In the old days of hand-set type, the cases were always thickly powlerecd with
lead-duste One inhailed a good deal into the lungs. That compositers were
tubercular was a common tradition in those days: and, catching a severe cold, a
pPhysician advised mother to have me leavs Ginn. We went to Newport early thst
year, and instead of returning to the shop wihere I had worked the previous summe:,
I went over to Jamestown, with a man known as Bob Francis .. what 2 man he was!

He had been a Senate barber in Weshingtcn, and his experiences of the Civil War ,
and the years following in Washingion, wcre epicall He was a wicked o0ld man tho,
in a particular way, and his lyrical excursions into the realm of sex might have
left a different impression but by the grace of God and my own pure idealism in
reference to a woman. I was brush and boot-black with the stand on the hotel~
piazza. I had two summers in Jamestown .. and the dreaming and reading and
writinglt The discussions with "my customers", guests in the hotel, on literature
of the past and of the day; one man in particular, I recall, was a great reader;
he would come and sit near my stend, and debate Tolstoi, for whom he had a2
passion; and Nordeau's '"Degeneration" which was then the literary sensation .. but
I mustn't go further into this .. not even to say much about Tommy Middleton, the
"rich young man" of the period, who had traveled over the world; and when hae
discovered I knew so much about places I had never seen, wanted to take me the
next winter with him when he went up the Nile. He promised me Italy because I had
such a passion for Florence and wanted to see Rome and the Hill Townse But mother
would not let me go, We had our first difference the summer I went to work in the
Barber Shop in Newport, because cho insisted that I learn to Te a barber for ny
livelihoods I told her that I would do anything I could to help support the
family, but whatever I did was but the moens towards an end, a literary life.

We stayed in Newport Winter and Svrmer, from 1896 to 1899, I worked in a
Club, and during those years, laid the foundztion of an education. How I read and
studied! and wrote feeble verses. The winter of 1900 we spent in New York .
that winter! I had gathered an mss. of verses, and went to see Mr. Howells. We
talked and that was all. 8ix years later he had me in to tea. Back to Newport
the summer of 1900; Boston, winter 1901, and back to Newport permanently, working
at the Club, until 1903, when I merried and came to Boston,

It would take several chapters to record the years 1903-4=5-6, The first
thing was to get my book of poems published; this I did in 1904, and that's a
talel I was sending out poems to the mazazines all the while, which except for a
rare acceptance, all came back. And now for the prologue to the Anthologiest
I sent some verses to Harpers and recieved a cordial letter from Henry Alden Mills,
a personal letter, mind you; and tho he did not accept any verse, he asked me to
submit some more. Naturally I got a bunch off in the next mail and apparently
when they reached the magazine office, they were put into an envelope with a
"printed rejection slip" .. and by return maill Well, that hit me a blow}
Something was wrong in the "magazine poetic state of Denmark", I told myself .. I
recieved the rejection on the first morning post .. and went out of the house over
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to the Public Garden, and took a seat under the bridge by the pond. And there I
sat all day until dark, pondering over the state of affairs in American Poetry,
and its relation to the editorial world, and the world of public appreciation.
Vasm I left for homa, hungry and mentally tired, I had worked out an idea for
championing the American poet .. not myself but the art I loved. I went into the
office of the BOSTON TRANSCRIPT, saw the editor, and outlined my idea for the
roetry article, which last November, was printed for the twenty fifth time. These
annual articles created a wide and dominating interest. Bditors began to confess
to me, that they made them take a different attitude towards poetic contributions.
Tnese annual articles ran for seven years before the first volume of the anthology
appeared; each year I printed titles and authors of poems that would make such a
collection, and people began calling for the book.

After the publication of my first book of poems I felt the necassity of
following it almost immediately with another book of some kind. So I hit upon the
idea of compiling a comprehensive anthology of the Elizabathan non-dramatic poems.,
I suggested it to my publisher and he approved. I did the work from April to
August, and the book came out in November. It then occured to me that the entire
range of English poetry from the Elizabethans to the Vietorians, should be
collected in a series of four bookse So the Georgian book was done enxt, then the
Restoration, then the Victorian (the latter was never published). The four books
wore accomplished in three years, all the mechanical work (typing) as well as the
reading and selections. They total about 4000 printed pages.

When the call for the Anthology of Magazine Verse became insistent, I proposed
it to the publishers but none would take ite So I published at my own expense the
1913 and 1914 volumes. Ten, out of the seventeen volumes, I have not only edited
but typed, distributed, being shipping clerk, errand boy, as well as editor. I
have had a passion for this anthology work, and whan I tell the full story of my
experiences with it, it will be a surprising, and in many respects,an unbelievable
storys But with the increasing volume of poetry written, the Yearly Anthologies
have exacted a heavy toll of work; it takes nine months of each year to complete
each book, during which time, it commands my complete attention, and this means
working for weeks on end, from fourteen to seventeen hours a day. BEvery bit of
the book I have to do myself, the reading and winnowing of thousands of poems,
indexing, tyring, proof-reading .. 2 hundred other things.

The achiovemént of this book, which leaves me each year an indebtedness,
gives me only three months of the year to balance this doficite. With a fatigued
mind and body, I turn to the most immediate source of income, reviewing, articles,
for support of a family of nine. So it has been .. debts sinking me deeper,
balancing me on the brink of disaster .. until with the finish of the 1929
volume, I crashed on the rocks below «..."
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Februsyy 13, 1930

liy desr Miss Mirick: fle have received your sppeal
for Mr, Willizm S. Breithweite,

the colored poet and anthologists A

Mr., Edvin R. Dmbree, President of the Julius Rosenueld

-Pwmd, it wes sgreed that ss much &s Mr., Braithwaite

is worthy, the scope of the Pundfs work =t present
does not warrent ¢ contribution such &s you described
in your letter.

You will, of course, reglize
thet it is impossible for the Fund to comply with
eny apprecicble number of the meny worthy appecls
sent to it each dsy. You will =lso reslize thet the
policy of the Fund hes hed to be rather set ¢nd the
work of the Fund kept within well defined chemnels.
Dmphosis is in the field of Negro educsation including
eleaentiry, secondary end college troining, hospitels,
the field of libracy service, end other minor fields
which need not be enwmersted in this letter. To go
outside of these fields would set & precedent thst
would open up new fields which we could not hope to
cover. For this remson, we are uneble to help you
in your efforts for Mr. Braithwrite st this time.

: Very truly yours,
\/ @ronce R, Ariav

GRA:VH //r\

Hiss Bdith Mirick

Ster-Dust

5314 Newerk Sirest
'.E&shi_‘.?ton, D. cl'

Eng,
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Mr Braithwaites books willi be in all
librartes and we can get letters irom
deln Arllngton Robinson and otuaers,
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A JOURMAL OF POETRY =
33814 NEWARK STREET
_ WASHINGTON,D.C. |

Dear Mr Rosenwala:

I am told that you have been
most generous in your aia ama encour-
agement to members of the colored
race wno are contributing to the
cultural advance of their race,

I am wrting therefore in behalr’
of the colored poet and antuologist,
William btanley Brai thwaite, who has

“Por seventéén years edited the yearly
ANTHOLOGIES OF MAGAZINE VERSE, that
make how an unbroken record of tnis
poetic perioa from its begimning in
1912,

These books are invalubble as
a record of tne period, text bolks
for teachers and students, eeference
books for editors and othe. antnolo-
gists,.

Mr Braithwaite occupies a unique
position in poetry ot today and is
known as the "maker of poets" for his
word has grwwn so respected that his
selection of a poet for inelusion in

his antuologies is equiveiant to an

admission of tnat poet to tne upper
eircles of poetic prestige. .

The work of these antnologies
howeverwith the increasing volume of
poetry being written, has come to be
enormous, taking up all of Mr Braithe
waite's time ana giving him an insuf-
ficient sum in return to meet his
expenses.

(over)



This has resulted in a siowiy increas-
ing mountain oif debt whien has at Last
buried him: and he now faces ruin,
mortag«ge-forciosure, loss of nis hnouse,
( his valuable library had been sold
for a song to Harvard) anu the future
of these valuable anthologies .., as
well as his own Futurc,looks black in-
deed.

I am collecting money among the
poets of Americva... but poets, alas,
are poor ,. and the money dribbles in
bit by bit in a heart- breeking way.

The sum ot $3000 is needeu to save
the home for him, ( vu ;

It would seem a wonaerful thlng
if this splendid man could be put on
or in some Foundation wherby he coula
pursue this splendid work without tnis
awful financial stress upon him ana
threatening him as it has done always
in the past, Is tuere anyway you can
suggest towards such an ena.?

But meantime tnere is tne raising
of the ®mum necesary to save the hopge
before anything can be done further,
Would it be possible for you to help
this $3000 Fund for Mr Braitnwaite.?

His address is 243 Park Ave,,
Arlington Heignts, Mass,

This is a most wortny cause you will
see I know, Mr Braithwaite is or West
Indian blood I believe and mar.iea a
Virginia negress, I have heard, He has

a large family of children I believe. N

Sincerely (

Edith Mirkck
February Seventiu )

/
f
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Mr Rosenwald's resiaence telling him
if the distressing plight of Wm, S,
Braithwaite, the colored poet ana
anthologist, who has for 17 yrs edited
the YBARLY ANTHOLOGIES OF MAGAZINE:
VERSE, which make such a wonderful and
complete record of the poetry of this
Renaissance from its beginning in 191 ..

Thinking Mr Rosenwaid might be away
at this time I am wriuing direct to yo
also, in hopes that there migut be av-
ailavle a fund which could be used in
the event of his aousence to help bn
this case,

Repcating my letter to Mr Rosenwald:
Mr Braithweite occupies a unique and
unusual positdéon in the poetry worla
of today. He has seen the rise of all
our big poets of today from their swad-
ling clotnes anu has kept the recora
of this rise in these complete collect-
ions which hold the best ot thepoetry
of each year since 1912,

So much respectea has his judgemne *
come to be that the very selection of
a poet to inclusion in his yearly vol-
umes of poetry means their estaplishmen
on firm foundation in poetic circles,

(over)



vhese huge volumes however take all of
his time now with the increased vol-
ume of poetry oneing writien anda yet
they do not bring in sufficient imeom-
to make ends meet.

With the result of & slowly inereac-
ing burden of debt vauat has at last
brought him face .o face wiwn ruin:

the loss of his home through mortgage
forclosure and the abandonment of uhe
yearly «ntnologies .. his life work,

It would seem a splendid thing if
this man could be put under the care
of some foundation which could free hin
from financial stress by a yearly sum,
that he might devote himselif to this
works the continuance of this valuable
series of books, And also get tne bolk:
put on the best possible paying basis,

But meantime there is the present
emergency to be met and we are trying
to raise a sum of $3000 to meet tue
payments necessary to save the roof ov -
his heaae It is slow work collceting
this sum from poets who are always poor.
I heve raised only$500 from among the
poets of America, Could you help witu
this fund.

Mr Braithwaite's Anthologies can
be found in any Lbrary; and we can get
letters I am sure irom such poets as
Edwin Arlington Robinson, Robert Frost,.
ete. The former has already helped him
quite generously.

He is of West Indian blood and I

heve heard married a Va, negress and
has quite a few childrcn.

QL :
Sincerely g

Ranwand T R, Edith Miricg.

e SYAAVLTULS

February Eighth.
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T am 11 reciept today or a letter
from the Rosenwald Fund; that owing to
the nature of the case ( whicm does not
t+all under their jurisdiction) they are
unable to help me in my effort to save
Wm.. Stanley.Braithwaite, the colorea
18, from a mortgage=
torclosure threatening his home; auna
brougnt avout by his long years of un-
remunerative labor on the YHARLY ANTH-
OLOGIES OF MAGAZLNE VERSE now in their
17th consecutive year,

The nature ot these volumes ana
tueir importance %o tnis era of letters
cannot be over-estimated .. anu my rear
is, that if something is not done, the
work on tnese splendia volumes will have
to cease,

I am wondering if you ceould per-
sonally, apart from the ifuna, do anytuing
to heip this rcalyy great and bprillia ®
man from ruin.?

I am sending some Chicago poets
of reputation to sec you avout this:
Glenn Wara Dresbacn, Lucia Trenuv, ana
Ralph Cheyncy, all of Chicago ana a.l
of national reputation,

I am also sending under separate
cover two letters: one trom Lew Sarett,
poet, lecturer anu pruiessor at Nortih
Western Un.veesgity; and one irom Wm,
Gritffitn of New York, president of tae
Poetry Socievy of Ameriea,




who has unsuccessfully approached tue
Carneigie Fund for & loan, for Mr Sraith-
waite.

At present the emergency is the need
of $2400 ( I have raisea 3600 among the
poets for a tcmporary payment)

Could you possibly nelp by a donation
or a loan for this i1una?

If you wish I am surc I can get a
letter rrom Bawin Arlington Robinson
recommending Mr Braithwaite as in eve.y
way deserving of help .. and a man valu-
able to his generation.

It is heartbr.axing to me to see this
man g0 to ruin when he is doing so much
gooa for all races anu colors and ereeds
in the worid of poetry.

Otrcourse the antuologies ( anu uhe
work on tnem shouiLa be enaovwed or stab-
alized in some way .. but at prcsent tne
terrible need is ior money to meet tuis
cmergency .

Hoping tihat you will be able %o hnelp

\ L]
Sincerely mfﬁ i
L.’Y\, \M}s A "{4&

C —

Edith Mirick

February Fiftecnthn.
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Herch 19, 1930

\
By dear ¥&ss Mirick: I must zpologize for not
angwering your letter to
Fr. Rosenweld before thiss I have been on sn extended
vizit through the Egst and have only rocently raturned.

£8 you may know, Mr. Rosenveld
hes been ebroad for some weeks snd will not be in Chicrgo
until «Pter the first week in April, It is rother rarely
thet e finds thet he ofn help individuals - believing
himself to be more effective in atte.miag his ends when
he confines himself to reletively larger progrsms. Whether,
due to the reiher exceptionel position of Mr. Sreithweite,
he may be interested, I cemmot sey. I shell, however,
be gled to present the mstter to him sympatheticelly
upon his return.

Tou mention the possibility of
2 letter from Edwin fplington Rebinson ebout Mr. Broith-
weite. If such could be procured, I shzll be glad to
precent it slong with the other meterizls. You mention
heving ¥eeers, Dresbzach #nd Cheyney, slsc Miss Trent,
either czll or write rbout Mr. Braithwsite. I heve not
heerd from them as yet. :

Very truly yours,

RaYMOND S. RusiNow
Reymond S. Rubinow ;
Secretery to Mr. Rosenwsld

R3R:VH

\DRA
Higs Bdith Miriek
Ster-Pust
3314 Hewsrk Street
Washingten, D. C.
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STAR DusT - Eﬂb

3314 NEWARK STREET
WﬂSHINGTON. D. C.
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Dear lMr Rubinow: {

Thenk you so much for your letter of today in
regard to possible aia for [me sbasley.Braithuzite,
the colorea anthologist, poet, anu critice e

I am very happy inaeed that tuerc is even a
f£aint possibility of help tor him when Mr Rosenwala
returns .. at least heppy that you are willing to put
the case before him personallye.

The situation witn him is very acute: three
mortsages on his home, taxes, notes .. apparently a Lot
of wolf-like creditors hounding him until it 1is rcally

I have a brief story of his lite whicao I am
copying to sena you: a very moving and brave tale of
achievement in the face oi unparalelled odus; I have
written Edwin Arlington Robinson toaay for a letter and
I will also get you a letter from some btne in Harvara
University .. ana perhaps too, the editor of tne Boston
Lvening Transeript, for whom he has written fop 25 yrs.

I will forwara all this to you next week in time
to present to Mr Rosenwaid on nis returan irom Lgypt
in April.

Several possibilities suggest themse.ives Ior uais
aia which I will enumecrate as Tollows:

1. A tfuna or enaowment under which he could work foir &
year or period of years, ( Anthology or memoirs)

: A ;
2. A grant of money to clear nis debts apout $50C0 (2005“mw5\\
"‘.\}_,1) 34
5, The purchase of his home, neld under threec mortgages, 3
o be held in trust tor him ( but not given outrignt.)

o You will understana tne case mor¢fully when you
recieve letters and his "brief biography"

His work has been meinly the editing of anuuologics,
ana Harvard University has askea for his memoirs, but nac
no funa tor him to work onpew.

He has sola his valuable liprary to Harvara put
they also lack funds to pay him for this sale.

A grant might be made to Harvard for tne "libraryg
sale” or the writing of the memoirs,

At present Mr Braithwaite has haa to drop the ealt-
ing of the Yearly Anthologics of Magazine Verse ( in thcir
17th y#) ana is working to support a framily of nine(sewven
children) He is mezking daily needs but‘nOuuing to pay on

debtse AT -
sincerely P

Mareh 21, 1930 Baitu Miriek
editor




. In ret: Appeal for Wm, S, Braitaweite, colorea poet and

e d Anthologist, for enavwment or aia in financial
difficuliye
STAR DusT
3314 NEWARK STREET

WASWON. D.C. "&£

pDear Mr Rubinow:

I am enclosing with this letter, as per your sug-
gestion, a letter from Edward Arlington Robinson (2
hope you can recaa it, I haa some ditficul®y and feel &
little uncertain yet)

I enclose also a suort story of the litre of Mr.
Braithwanrte.

I will try to get a letier from some oI the Har-
vara University authoritiese. There will be little aif-
ficulty in this, as they they think very nighly of Mr.
Braithwaite at the University; and it is tney who have
urged him to write nis memoirs for them, but lack: the
Fund for this work., I will sena tuis letter later.

I enclose one also from Jonn Hall Wheclock, of
Seribner and Co., N.Y.City.

With these letters, I aoubt if a visit from eituer
¥r Dresbaeh or Mr Cheyney woula adu mueh weigut to the
plea, as neither rate as highly, oicourse,as Mr Robin-
son anda Mr Wneelock.

The Rosenwald Funa has a letter from Wm, Grigtrith,
president of the Poetry Society of America, also a lets
ter from Lew Sarett, proffessor at Nortuwestern Univers-
1ty, ana a lecturer anda poet of note ( from Chicago toc.).

These letters they still have at the Rosenwald '
Fund .. and in them botn men spoke very nighly indeed of
Mr Braithwaite .. anu rccommenced an endowment for nim,

If wisnhea, I can get other letters, 1 am sure.

As is statea in vhe letters, Mr Braitnwaites principle
work has be-n the Yearly Antuologies or Magazine Verse,
volumes which have demanaea & sStupencous amount of work,
with litile financial return: the ultimate cause of his
present terrible financial distress.

He has also eaitea, as his "life-story" tells, four
anthologies, covering the history of poet.y from the
time ot Klizabctn to tne present aay one volume yet
unpublishea.

He seems to have a gitft ana an absolutc passion for
antnology work, for poetie researcn work; ana it is in
nis love for tnis work, his attention to its absorbing
and minute aetail, that ne lost his sense oi far-vision,
ana allowed aebts to nheap upon him until he was crusnea
uhder theme.

The memoirs whien Harvard University has asked nim
to write ( ana tor whien tney nave as yet no fund with
whieh to encow nim for the work) woula consist of his
most viwid wxperiences witn tne best-known men «nd wom-
en ot letters oir this aayj; for he knew intimately Amy
Lowell, E.A.Robinson, was well acquaintea with Frost,
Howells, brought sana St.Vincent Millay from poetic
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STAR DusT
3314 NEWARK STREET
WASHINGTON, D. C.

swaaaling clotnes, walkea the strects,hungry, with Vachel
Linasaye .. in fact has known more or less well, prac-
ticaily all the poetie figures of tnis iiteraryr-era.

Let me know if tnere is anytning more 1 can get in the
way ot letters of informavion. I will rorward tne letter
from Harvara as soon as I get it.

Witn meny thanks indeed to you for your very kKina interest,

Sinecerely Yours

W Nanial(
EQZ;LIMirick
editor

Maren 29tn, 1950

I might aad a word in regara to Mr Braithwaite's
present conaitien financially, since tne letter I wrote
you was of a date sometime past,
I nave succeeded by gSiteat efidrt, in raising $1500
for him, and tanis sum kept the roof over his neaa, ana
nelped to seare otrf a few of the most voracious €rcaitors.
But taxes, mortgage interest, notes scem tu be con-
stantly due, money comes to me ror him less and less fre-
quently; ana if help is not soon forthcoming thereiis no
outcome but the "bankruptey court"”, loss of home and all
personal belongings, and ruin for nimself,=wife ana seven
children,
At the advice of a lawyer-tfriena, I wrote to tne
nalf-dozen most voracious creaitors pessonaliy, teliing
them that every efiort was being maae for Mr B. and tnat
we would agree to keep uhem informea, if they woula agres
to sease active prosecution, until we had time to follow:
every possible trail that could leaa to aiue I have to
aate ( it is done within thne week) recieved one courteous
ena favorable replye.
$255 is due for taxes on nouse April 1st: and I

neve but %187 for him .. anc on May 1st $650 interest on
mortzages .. anda it will pe a miracle if I get tnet for

him,

Do you tanink Mr Rosenwala would like one ot the

Yearly Anthologies to look over] If so I will have 1%
sent on rignt away,

T
fLielle



In re: William S, Braithwaite, ...
I am aduing this quotation from & letter which may be of in-
terest in suowing tne immense smount or patient genius the man snows
in colleeting ithe materia. for the Yearity Anthologies:

" You ask about my methoa ox editing the Anthologies: ...

From one to two hundred publications ( monthlies, weeklies, bi-monthies
quarterlies) are sent to me by tne publishers: that is I am on tueir
complimentary lists, Tuey total many nunareas ol ceparate issues, Then
I revieve nunareds and nunareas of clippings ot poems, printeca in
newspapers, trade-papers, bulletins, ete., from unec autiors. My meth-
od is to read every poem in these publications, and mark them with one,
two and three carats, After the poems have all peen rcac anu markea,

I then type the titles and authors and dates or all the poews in these
hundreas and nundreas of magazines ( totalling with sligutv variations,
from year to year, seven to ten and tweive thousand items ) on inaex
cardas, a title to a cara, Then I tear out the poems markea one, two
amd three carats, ana paste thcm on tne regular 8’ by 11’ manilla
sheets; there are generally abous two tnousand or uhese poems, Then I
arrange these poems alphabetically by autihors, ana begin the weeaing
process, reading them over ana over, again anad &gain, until I am quite
certain of selecting the best of every type, mooa, etce.

The sheets arc then numbered, ana table of contents mace, ana
index of first Lines. Sometimes this latter 1s maae from ¢he prooufs;
but it is best to make it from thc munusceript to keep & working list
ot the selections at hana while tne book is in process of manufacture,
and for permissiuns, The Anthology of poems is tne first to go vo tue
printer. Wnen uhis is disposed otf, I go thru tnc magazines again to
type the other inaexes; the articles ana reviews of books of poems
and apout poetry; then I consult all sorts of .ists, publisuners cat-
alogues for the books of poems publisned, All these items are typea
on separate index cards, When they are all finisnea, oftan some
20,000 items, I begin to arrange by suthors, all the cards; this is
the work of weeks, with each card numbered. Tne Year-Book is set up
from these caras. Tnen comes tue proof-rcading and the nundreds of
letters for permissions, Ana until the book 1s out of tae Binaeiy
and ready for aistribution, there is not a minute tnru the long aays,
of from 14 to 17 nrs, tor anything else, Besides the regular letiers
of permissions, there arc hunareas oxr other .etiers to autwors in con-
nection witn their work., "

(

Varen 23d, 1930 q\‘ﬁ\ Tl

S —

Bdith Mirick



Sl B A DYOULHD

Aprdil 35, 1930

NARA ¢
My decr &\&Jiss Mirick: Thenk you very muich for the
meterial zbout Mr. oo
which resched me gcfely. I think the letlers you auéve
submitted cre (uite smple for my purpeses snd there will
be no need of & visit from ¥r. Dresbich or Hr. Cheney.
You refer to the poseibility of the Herverd University
euthorities expressing their interest in hrvinz Mr.
Breithwsaite do his memoirs. This would be very velusble,
if rveileble. Thile 1 gennoct hold out smy hope to
you &t this juwmcturs, I shsll be glac to tcke up the
metter, with Kr,. Rosenwsld =t the firet opportunity.

VE truly yours,
Reymond S, Rubinow
Secretery to Mr. Robanweld

RN CRE
RERsVH

Misz Bdith Mirick

St#r Duat

3314 Newerk Strset
Washington, D, C.
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I #m en iosing;%ﬂiS"iEtﬁer from Protessor
Bl ¥ ,:&qin;p;wtnb bepartment of snglish
at Harvara University, anda To.mer eaitor oi tne

Atlentice Montnly, wno is, I believe, one ot the
leading authorities ox Englisa in this couniry.

He dia not, unrorvunately, express any aef-
inite opinion in regard to the wisn of thne Universs
ity to have Mr Braitnwaite's memoirs, ratner stres--
ing tne importance and wculevement or tne Yeariy
Antnology Series, ana of nis general accomplisnmentc,

1 nave written nim toaay to ask if I might
have & letter with & aireet reference 1o the ldea
ot the memoirs, tfrom sucn authorities as would pDe
appropriate, and I am sure ne will sena TAls Wituln
about a wecks time,

I apprcciate very much your kinaness in
this matter, ana I recaiize, ofcourse, that you can
a0 no more than lay tne matter before Mr Rosenwald
and leave the aecision to nim., Ana I thank you for
tnis,

I note in the catalogue of tne Rosenwaia Funa
that Mr Rosenwald does occas.omally help in tae
"gupport of ereative workers .. in thclr mature and
ecreative perious” .. and tne case of Mr Braitawaite
mignt concievabley fall in this elass; particularly
as nis race and eolor, as puintea out by Prof. Per.y,
bars hime from such positiuns as his ability woula
inaicate for nim.

I onink there is very little doubt that, were
it not for Mr Braithwaite's race and color, & aig-
nigieuw, well-paying position of nonor mignt easily
bc gotten for him .. but wherever I nave trica 1%
nas been "Yes, he is worthy oi a splcndid positionm,
but there is his coloi which pars nim from this ana
thet, ete."” It is really veiy pitiful that tuc coloi
of one's skin must limit ana color the fiela oi one':s
achievement and usefulness.

vedr Mr Rubinows

1 thank you egain for your consideration,

Very sSincerely

Lotk

It is poscible I may Edith Miraick
get a letier from the ™™ editor
Presiaent of Havvara,

br Lowell,

April 6th, 1950 jw»'" In re: Appeal for aid Ior

gist



In re: Appeal for aia for Mr Hilliam S, Braithwalte,
poet, crivic anu AantHETURIE b T mm———

STAR DUST .:‘J-'---w..n_.
3314 NEWARK STREET
WASHINGTON, D. C.

pear MrrRubinow:

1 wrote Mr Braitnwaite to Tinu out just who
askea nim about tue memoirs ror Harvara Universiuy,
ana recievea tne e€nclosed letter from the ascistant
Libparian, Mr Winsnip, written to Mr Braituwaite.

1 nave however written to botne Dr lowell;, the
presiaent ana rrol Perry, heaa om knglish Department,
tor & more substantvial deglaration 0I Lilcli wish
for the memuirse

In writing me, Mr Brziwnwiate enclosed a letter
trom Century Company of N.Y.,, which is rataer ol g
nistorical document; as vhe aate, 1912, inaicates t
letter to nave been written the year in which tue

Anthology-Serics was begun... ana Mr Breaitnwaite
writes me o thnis letter aduressea to Anarew Carneigiec
( but never usea):

"A gooa meny years «g80 when I contemplatea uhe
Antnology, some interesteu Iriends sougut to obtain
Anarew Carneigies support for the woirk, and gave me
letiers of introauetion to him. I ncver prcesentea uhe
Letters, but plungea ahvaa with the work on my own
resources. I came across these tune ouwver aay when I
gatnerea the material ror the Coliection'(ine bouks,
autograepnas, ociginal lMss ete. solu to Harvara but
wnien,to aate, Harvara has beecn unavle to pay aim for,

I will recicve other lcetters rrom Harvara
within a week sur.ly in rcgara to the writing of the
memulirs tor Harvard, ana will Ifouwara them at onceas

To aate, I am nolaing vhe rooli over nis heud,
no more, 1L nave his taXes raised ror April 1st; ana
am at work trying to raise $650 tor a nouse payment
May 1ste A cheek for $250 from Ambassauwor bwight
Morrow has given mc & start on ualse

Ee has apandoneda ohe Yearly Anthologies as 1
aave salda, and continues to maxke nis cally neeas
at some sort of litcrary wurk, butv novhing awove tuis
tor aebtse At the advice ot a lawyer, I wrote the
naif dozen most ierociovus crcditurs, ana askea tuem
to keep ori a wulle, untili I could get tue man stab-
alizea, Tney have temporari.y witudrawn,

A
Sincerely, ig ’,39! "
‘_-__—__“——

Fditn Mirick
editor

April 9tn, 1950
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In re: Appeal for aid for Wm. S. Braithwaite,
Colored poet, critic and anTHOIOBIT®Tw -,

STAR DusT

e AN U, = |

Pl W S
. e |

B 1
Dea& MH Rubimow; '

iTnank you s Zmunqﬁgqr@tne letter. I wrote
to ProfesserTﬁiiss'Pﬁ???;hgain; and told him that
you would bejglad to;nave,tnqﬂ;etter .. and aoubtless
it whkll be alon e

He may be taking up the metter with Dr Lowell
or other Harvard autnorities before writing.

Meanwhile I have written dircetly o George
Sully snd Co., the Publisher to have a copy of the
1929 Anthology sent to you.

I appr.eiate greatly your interest anu I
want to assure you again, that I reaiize you are in
no way accountable ior tne result of tnis appeal, and
that all you can ao is to place it in a sympathetic
manner before Mr Rosenwald., when he returns, I tnank

you for thise
»
Very Sincerely Kg ﬁﬂ]} f j,

BEditn Mirpick
editor

April 11th, 1930
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April 21, 1930

Desr ilrs. Miricks In thinking about a regular
post for William Stanle

Braithwa we have wondered wﬁEEEE?‘HE??E?ﬁ'%Ehld
e wi to give him a definite appointiment,

possibly in connection with the library, if & part
of the funds were guaranteed. 1Y seems to me thet
a commection with & library would be the nastural
one for & man whose work comnsists in the publishing
of enthologies and who mey engaege in other literary
activities.

We have occaslonally shown &
specisl interest in unususl individuals by helping
to guarantee their support for & period of years. If
Harverd would offer an officisl connection and if
either Harvard or Me. Breithwalte's friends could
find & part of the money, I should be willing to
recommend to our committee that we undertake & part
of his support - say for a five-year period. I think
we might be willing to congider psyinz one-half of
his selery up to a total contribution from us of
$1,500 or £2,000 & ysar. Of course I cannot promise
this until the matter has been presented to our com-
nittee. I make the suggestion, however, so that you
may be enabled, if you care to do so, to see if
arrangements to this general effect could be made with
the Harvard authorities.

_ Vory truly yours,
ERE¢ME
Wess mdith Mirick N ].
Star-Dust :\

2514 Hewark Street
Bashington, D. C.



fpril 23, 1930

Deer ?rcféssor Parry: Thenk you very much for your

. letter of April fifteent e§§wdﬁyy,.
sressing the interest off Harverd University Lib _
nede a

¥r. Breithweite. The Julius Rosemweld Fund hes

smell gront-in-sid to esgist Mr. Breithweite in his cur-
rent difficulties. The President of the Fumd has also
suggested the possibility of & conditioncl great if 2
position can be srrenged for Mr. Breithwsite in Herverd
University Library. 1 em sending you herewith & copy

of & lettsr from Hr. E. R. Embree, President of the
Julius Rosenweld Fund, to Mrs. Mirick in which this sug-
gestion is mede. I am sending & copy of your letter to
Hrs. Birick for her information.

Very truly yours,

RavionD S. RusiNow
B.E-.md. S‘- E-‘lbinaw

Profescor Bliss Perry
Herverd University
Cambridge, HMessechusetts

Enc. 1

Seeretury to lr. Rosenweld



April 23, 1930

My dear Mrs. Mirick: I heve received & letter from

Professor Bliss Perry, s copy
of which I em enclosing herewith for your informetion.
I interpret his statement @s measning that the library
people at Harvard are snxious to do whatever they can
to enable Mr. Braithwaite to continue his litersry
‘lebors. In view of their expression of interest, it
would seem that they should be very esger to meetthe
suggestion of Mr. Embree of the Julius Rosenwsld Fund
in the letter enclosed herewith. I enm sending & copy
of Mr. Embree's letter to Ur. Perry and sm hoping thet
between you two some errengement msy be mede which will
provide & post for Mr., Braithwsite at Harverd. 1 am
enclosing also & second letter from Mr. Embree to you
which will inform you of & grant-in-zid of one thousend
dollars ($1,000) made to Mr. Braithweite. While lir.
Embree's suggestion is for guarterly peyments, 1 am
sure thet if the immediate need is greatest, accelersted
payment can be made if we are assured thet it will be
handled by some financially responsible person, such ss
yourself, who is perticipating in the streightening out
of Mr. Braithwaite's affairs.

Sincerely yours,

RaymonD S. Rusinow

5 Raymond S. Rubinow

Secretary to Mr. Rosenweld

RSR:VH

Mrs. Edith Mirick

Ster Dust

3314 Newark Street
Washington, D. C.

Enc. 3



To Mr mawin k. Embree, President of Rosenwala Fund, Chicag
In reference to granv-in-aid To 5
Wm.S.Braitnwaite, poet ana anuwaologist, o

-~ STAR DUST
f 33 EWARK STREET
:_ ASHINGTON. D. C. |

; .c.
; b

§ i —-
‘i

Dear Mr mmbree:‘ i i \

[ = n
i

Your grant-in-aia tog&;_§§%;§§¥ﬁ%;§ is mos®
generous inaeed, ana I am deeply grateful To your Fund
for the mueh needed nelpe.

1 am a little uncertain in my mind as to
whether thlis sum of "§1000 for tne year 1930" is for
use as an emergency funa for present aitrficulties; or
if, in case oif an endowment witn & post at Harvara,
this sum would form a part of nis endowment for this
year.

If it will form a part of his endowment in case
of tnis being grantea, them ofcourse it must be reserv-
eda for thils use,

It however it is for emergency use, independant or
the proposed endowment, I woula use it juaiciously tor
nouse payment ana & fair part-settlement with ereditors,
who have generously witharawn their claims temporarily
to give me vime foi adjustment,

In eituer case, it woulu be aavisaple, that tne
money be sent to me, in sueh instaliments as circumstanc:c
aictate; this to be decidea by a survey of his indebted-
ness and house-obligations, wnicn cata I will have by tue
first ot tne week, Wnile tnere is little uwoubt or nis
ability as an anthologist, c¢rivic ana poetic-authority,
tnerc is every reason to aoubt his practical ability wo
nendle money-afiairs,

If you will be kind enough to let me know which
of tne two conuitions this granv-in-aid of $1000 rits,:
present emergency inaepcnouant of enuowment, or part or
8 possible future encowment, I will then write you my
best juadgement or tne aisposal of the sum,

I nave raised sufricient money to hola tne nome
for him on the May first payment aate ( that is I have
about a $400 payment to make on the $650 aue) ana that

will hold the nome
aisposition of the
nope I ao

until we can geeiages on the proper
grant-in-aice.
not appear stupia, but $1000 is a

good acal of money anda I want to be sure that it is usea
as is intencea ana to pest advantage, to straighten ous
¥ne tungled airalrs of Tnis poor poet,

My very great thanks to you,

Sincercly, i! u \’3 . '
-E_“

Baito Miriex

Mr Breitnwaite is stiil managing %o make nis aaily neeas
but ofcvurse notning to pay on aebts Or the Nulsce



To Bawin R #mbree, Presicent ot Rosenwaid Fund, Chicago
In re: proposed endowment of Wm S Braitawaite, poet ang |
entnologist with post in Harvard Lipra.

endowment-in-part) = L"~{ A 1 */-12#
|

S e ¥ - |

| qolinl ARTIERE

Dear lMr smbrees \ / - ) [

I think your idea of an endowment for Mr Braiti-
y in pars) for $1500 or $2000 a year, in conne
tion with & post or work at Harvard Library, is a very
heppy ilaea inaeea.

I note lr rubinow has sent a copy of your letter
in reference vo this to bVr Bliss Per.y at Harvara, ana
I will also get in touch witn nim on the subject,.

I think there is very litile dount that tnc Har-
vara authorities seem to be anxious for tne memoirs oz
Mr Braitawaites past thirty years expericnces 1in ine
literary worla; so it resolves itse.f probaply to this
question: whether the money can be ralsed to increabe
the endowment sum wnien you sugzest to a sum suffieciesnt
for nis maintainance.

I am writing to two or tnree of the wealuiny poeb:
who have helped me in my efiorts for Mr B, to see if
they would be willing to help us on a five year pro-
gramme such as you suggest. One of these poets has al-
rcaqy expressed a willingness to help by contributing
to sucn a fund if a start could be made,

It occurs to me also, tnat ir the work for Harv-
ard did not use all of nis time, he coula kecp up the
writing of articles and reviews in the evenings to aug-
ment the endowment sum, He is used to long working days
( 14 to 17 nrs. ) ana appsrently uas an enormous cep-
acity for conuinuvus grinainge.

Cne 19 yr old boy is going to work now, and of
his family of seven, one girl is finishing an art
training and should soon take a job. At the ena of five

years, he should have only two aepenacant chilaren, ..
His wife is a verribly hara worker, I am tola, aoing
all the cooking, wasiuing, ironing, sewing and house-
eleaning for a family of ninel

I mention all whis to show you tnat it might bpe

possiple for him to get along on less thah the averasc
mall e

I am a little doubtful about Harvara being sble
to augment his encowment wivh & salaiy, as they secm
to nave no tund for tuis purpose as MBr Periy states,
but we will see what they say; ana in the meantime I
will sppreoch the rien-puvets I have mentiunea,

I+ he nas time to earn a bit himsell on reviews
and so forgn, 1t wmight be well for him %o do so,
even with a good endowment, Tfor the sake or his moral
tibre., It might keep up nis contidence “in nimself, o

I should like to be in control of nis money and
see it I might possibly pe able to save a bitv ior him
when the debts are paiw. He shoyta not be glliowed to

handle much moneye. "
oincerely mnuwk Kaito Miriek
T ——




In re: Appeal for aia in behalf of:
Wm S Braitawaite, colorca poet anc antnologist.
B A A A P

STAR DusT
’56 3314 NEWARK STREET
qQ’ WASHING } .
T I8l \
- AN

_ / T e
Dear Mr Rubinow: " W-a-#(ﬂﬂhﬂ“*

1 am leaving o ggd_"mAe.—gxg_$93Mr-E®br&er*x

so that you can glande over thaem ana see it I 1
nave said the right i ! 4
idea,
Tnen it they seem all rignt, please forward
them to him,
1 ao feel very grateful to you for all you
nave wone in lending a sympathetic ear to ihe
trouples of my poor poet, and in presenting tuis
matier to lr kmbreec.
I am immensely grateful for the grant-in-aid,
( of $1000 ) put,as you see, from the leticr, I
am not just certain how tnis 1s supposed to be
used, wnether in connection with the endowment
or soley ror tne relief of une present emergency.
You or lMr smbree will Let me know apbout tnise.
Tnen I will mow how t0 procccae.

I neve writven to Prof. Persiy; also to Hr. Bra.th-
waite Tor detailea information as to his living
expenses, and nouse-payments; also to several rich
poets, I suggestea to Prof Persy tnatv Harvara migit
give Mr B. some numble post in vne library tnat
araws a salary of $500 to $1000, whiie he wrote the
memoirs; it neca not be xnown to anyone about pos-
ition or saiary .. merely that Mr B, was connectea
with the Library waile writing itae memolrse.

I will let lr Embree know at once anytning 1
near. Snall I sena uvne letter airect to nim in this
event, or througu youy

with appreciation,

{
- L] e
oincercly \m‘.\u‘k

maita Mirick
editor




April 30, 1930

My dear MNrs, Mirick: In answer to yowr recent note, let
me say that we intended the

¥1,000 grant to be used — as much of it as is necessary —-—

&8 an emergency fund to carry Mr. Braithwai

present difficulties, and so preserve hi

nrese cilsh .. O

will continue to be an active and useful career.

I am a little disturbed by your
use of the term "endowment." I think I undersiond you to
mean by this year by year support, but the word is used so
often to mean a perpetuity from which only the interest is
used that I wanted to make the matter perfectly clear., In
prineiple, we in this office are rather suspicious of en-
dowments in perpetnity, Theyv seem to us to nerpetuate, after
a time, futile causes. At any rate, what we have in mind in
the cage of Mr. Braithwaite 18 at most a contritution along
with others for amnual expenses over a period of years,

We shall be very glad to handle pay-
ment of the grant-in-sid through you. I have no doubt that
you can handle the finencial arrangemenis very much better
then My, Braithwaite could arrange them himself,

Very truly yours,

13
ERE: DG gown B EweR

Mrg., Edith Mirick
STAR DUST

3314 Newark Street
Washington, D.C.



pril 30, 1930

Deer Mrs. Mirdck: I wmderstend that Mr. Esbree

has written to you end has
c¢lecred up the doubts in your mind as to the purpose
of the grant-in-sid of the Julius Rosenweld Fumds I
think it would be gquite all right for you to com-
municete any further informstion thet you recelve
sbout Mr. Braithwsite to Mr. Embree directly.

A Y Wb,
Sincerely yours,

Ravimonp S. Rusinew

Reymond O, HRubinow

Secretery to lir. Rosenwsld
RSRtVH

Mrs. Edith Mirick

Star Dust

3314 Hewark Street
P:‘aﬂhingten, DO c-



ENGLISH A
WARREN HOUSE

n v

4
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
-
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

E April 30, 1930

Mr. Edwin R. Embree
o/o Julius Rosenwald Fund
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Embree: du-a;,_h_;-_- ; ety
I wish to thank you, although;YEEHII?Tirbr—~¥~_,_____A

sending me a copy of your letter of April 21 to Mrs,

Mirick dealing with the question of a definite library

appointment at Harvard for Ir. Braithwaite.

I have just written to Mr, Rubinow that I have

been interviewing President Lowell and the library suthorities.
They have appointed a committee to work out the details and

I trust that everything can be arranged satisfactorily before
very long, I assure you that all of us who are interested

in Mr. Braithwaite and desirous of obtaining his services at
the Library, appreciate most deeply your generous suggestion
that the Rosenwald Fund may consider paying one-half of his
salary. While I am writing personally and not officially in
any sense, I believe that the problem is going to find a
satisfactory and reasonably prompt solution. We are all most
grateful for your interest in the matter,

Sincerely yours,



ENGLISH A
WARREN HOUSE

HARVARD UNIVERSITY

- \ £
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH /?S_E/" G

¥l L

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

April 30, 1930

Mr, Reymond S. Rubinow
Care of Julius Rosenwald
Chicago, Illinois
Dear Mr. Rubinow:

I am late in thanking you for your letter of
April 23, It delights me to know that there is now a
real prospect for a position for‘EE;dgzgighgﬁ;;gﬁgn the
Harverd University Library. I have seen President Lowell
gbout the matter and have also been discussing the whole
thing with the Library authorities. They have set a
comnittee at work upon the details and I trust that within
a few days everything cen be worked out satisfactorily.
In the meantime I am most grateful for the interest you have

shown.

Sincerely yours,

Blno Pery



|

B e A

i

P

In re: Jim, S Braithwaite, grant-in-aia etc.
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Dear Mr Embres: )\ /J

I am stupia, doubtless, T My USET Ol Woruse The
words: endowment, grant, foundation, all mean tech-
nically notaing to me, so ofcourse I use them rather
wildly and indiseriminately.

I @nderstand, however, perfectly your proposed
plan for Mr Braithwaite which is: to piace before
your commitce a proposal to grant Mr Braithwaite a
sum of $1500 to $2000 a year for a period of five
years, as a part of his support, if Harvara or lir,
Braithwaite's frienus could fina a part of tie sup-
port necessary for his maintainance,

Inis seems to me, in every way, a wise proposal;
for a longer or larger endowment might destroy his
initiative and purpose.

I put the proposal before him ( letiing him under-
stand that it was only being placed vefore a comittee,
and was not yet passed upon). He seemed happy indeed
over the prospect .. and what pleased me, he seemed
ready and willing to try to make up part of the sum
himself, presenting certain very plausibie schemes for
doing thise. One scheme in particular I will wish to
tell you of, when I have time to copy the paper, and
it consists of a plan to take & limited number of
pupils in a corresponence course in " The Theory anda
Practice of Poetry"., This is work which could be fit-
ted into spare hours I know ( as I ao this work myself),
As outlinea, the course looked tremendously interest-
ing ana liserally made me gasp at the men's easy ana
tremenaous grasp of the poetry field of all times and
2ll nationse. lie already has one pupile.

He is an astonishing man, ana kecps me busy keep-
ing up witn the adventures of nhis busy high-powered

mind., He secms to be full of "novels" .. but I must
steer nim away from these baek to the "memolirs" wuich
Harvard wants and has asked fore. I enclose his letter
on this subjeet which you may keep it you wish, as it
will give you an iaea of the enormous adventursome
mina he has. He has an enormous capacity zor " disap-
pearing™ into his work, While ne was busy mapping out
tnis "Poetry Course", try as I woula, I coula get HO

WORD out of nim on any subject, He simply disappeared,
Pretty soon after six wecks, came SPoCIAL DELIVEKY, the

enclosed letter. The novels, as you see, are very
much on his mind, But I can pursuade him to put them

side for the memoirs iif best: and it does seem best
as it was the "memoirs" that we had in mina and that
Harvard hed in mind, He listens to me and,will do what
1 S8y e



STAR DusT
3314 NEWARK STREET
WASHINGTON, D. C.

: He is plainly a "research men" with an absolutely
alarming capacity for detail, I should never have been
aple to understana and mangge him, haa I not been the
daughter of an astronomer and mathematician ana raisea
with men like Simon Newcomb, who woula foiget to cat it
not constantly watchea, Ana to give you some ilaea of nis
capacity for detail, I am enclosing also a letter ( which
you may keep) giving his metnod of editing tine Yearly
Anthologies, The amount of wor§ and devail in this account
made me fairly dizzye. I am doing all vals to glve you
some idea of the character anua capacity of Tuis Tery un-
usual man.

Were it not for nis color, he would make a briiliant
lecturer: and college proressor, but uhat "color bar" and
of'course his lack of college education is the stumbling
plock every way you tuin. I have heard it meniionecd vhat

ne is gittes a very brilliant lecture,

I em dekighteda thasithe grant of $1000 is for proes-
ent emcrgengy. 1 am so anxious to extricate him I'wem the
awful net of debt and start him on a safe and sane career.

I am now procecding to find out from him a detailed
account of nis finencial sitmation: house-payments amountg
and when due, debts to whom owea and amountse. After I get
tnis, 1 shall present this to you witu my iaea of wuat is
best to ao, as I want your aaviee and co-operation in vhe
use of ihis sum,

My iaea at present 1% to pay a certvaln percentage to
the g8ix cereultors who werec pressing him worst anu wio

gracetfully wbtharew at my reguest to awalt a more suitai-
Le timej; and to keave enough to cover house-payments for
s satfe distance aheade I have not let him know I have the
money., The minute ne finds I have money, he wants it AT
OBE8E and necver lets me know whot ne is aoing witn ite I

do not trust nim about money .. he is apsoiuvely child=
like in money afrairs, My Fatner was that way but worked
for a Bovernmmnt Observatory, so was safe, 28 his money
came only so often znd his house was furnisued him,

In the meantime, if you will kinaly keep the money
( $1000) in your charge, I will let you know as soon as I
have my aata collectede I have not neard from Harvard.

I presume Dr Perry is trying to see what he can do.

My very sincere thanks to you, i . .

Baitn Mirkek

May thne thira

1930

I should add that I have a promise of $250 for the first
year, if your plan goes through, from & friguu of Ir B, ang
will try to get other sums. lost of tuis willjbe neecded for
these awfful debts. He nas evidently livea foir years.on
porrowed money.



243 Park Avenue,
Arlington Heights,
Massachusett s,

Yarch 23md I930

My dear MMrs. Mirick:-

Your special delivery came too late last nigh
to get an answer off. IA have filled in the data that you want
and enclosing the sheet with this., In regards to the No.6,.thw
writ, papers, etc., are in Xwmmm town at a lawyer's office, and I
haven't the name of the attorney: this being Sunday, I cannot get
it, but I will tomorrow and sent it on. I can't tell what a
relief it will be to get these off my mind until they can be taken
care of, Three hold judgments and executions, and have threatend
within the past month to summons into the poor debtor's court--and
why they have noty heaven only knows,

It was very fine of the Harwrd librarian to
take up the effort of interesting the Carnegie Fund. The Collectn
is still at the Library, and I have done nothing about it si nce
receiving your letter not to offend them.(Cormuiet X urd Woid ws 4

I was much amused at the criticism your eceiw
about my manner of livagg and adornment, People who knows o little
are always so extravagant in their opinionse. I would like to know
offaany one under the circumstances, and with the problems I've hal
to deal with, who could have mabaged half as well, Tnt hefirst xim=
place there is no one working in the field who would have been
safisfied to do without the restorative a nd stamulating excusions
which so nostalgic a kind of work demands; or who would har e
denied themselves so mmny things in harmony with the agitative
mental quality of the art. And as for clothes (yes, I like good
clothes, and I am always said to look well-groomed) well, I am
finishing the SIXTH winter with an overcoat, that I bought a sale
for EIGHTEEN DOLLARS ( #3 a winter for an overcoat), and have not
bought a suit for two years, not shoes. Yes, to repeat, I am
extremely sensitive as to one's personal appearance, and 1A cleans
and press the old garments, 50 as to give more to poetry. But
that 's over, once the ledger's clear: into my own poetry ad prose,
the things I've dreamed of doing for a quarter of a century are
godng to be given a chance,

\/ You ask bout my method of editing the inthologes
-=collection of magazines, reading of poems, typing, etce Fom one
to two huandred publications--monthlies, weeklies, bi-monthlies, and
quarterlies-=-are sent me by the publishers: that is, I am ont heir
complimentary lists to receive them. They total many hundred
separate issues., Then I receive hundreds and hundreds of clippings
of peems, printed in newspapers, trade-papers, bulleting, etec.,
from the authors. My method is to read every poems in all these
publications, and mark them with one, two and three carats. This
marking grades their merit: one, just passing the standard, two,
of individual merit, three, of couvincing disctinction, The sel-
ections to go into the anthology are aasembled fro m the two and
three carats. After the poems have all been read and marked, I then
typed the titles and authors and dates of all the poems int hese
hundred and hundreds of magazines--totalling with slight varis ions
from year to year from seven to ten and twelve thousand items--on
index cards, a title to a card. Then I tear out the poems mar ked
one, two and three carats, and paste them on the regular 8§ X 11}

manila sheets; there are generally about two thousand of thes e poenmg

i
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Then T arrange these poems alphabatically by authors, and
begin the weeding process, reading them over and over again
and again, until I am quite certain of selecting the best cf every
type and mood, etc. The sheets are then numbered, and fableof
contents made, and index of first lines. Sometdimes this la& ter
is made from the proofs; but it is best to make it from t he man-
uscript to kecep a werking list of t he selections at hand while
the book is in process of manufacture, and for permissions. The
Anthology of Poems is the first copy to go to the printer, When
this is of, I go through the magazines aguin to type the other
indexes; the arfficles and reviews of books of poems and &b ouwt
poetry; then I consult all sorts of lists, publishers'}d catolgues
for the books of poems published. A4ll these items are typed on
separate index cards. When they are all finished, often some
twenty thousand items, I hegin to arrange by authors all the
cards; this if the work of weeks, with each card numbered. The
Yearbook is set un from these cards. Then comes the proof-reading
and the handreds of letters for permissions., and until the book
is out of the bindery and ready for distribution, there is not a
minute through t he long days of from fourteen to seventeen hours
for anything else, Besides the regular letters of permissions,
there are hundreds of other letters toauthors in connection
with their work.

I am working on a hrief account of my Father and
Mother, which I hope to get off to you this weeke. Their lives
were a bit of strange lore. 4nd by the way, Bishop Hall {whom I
knew as aboy at the Church of 5t. John the Evangelist, as Fat her
Hall, the Church was a member of The Cowley Fathers of Oxford,
Zngland) who died the other day in Vermont, married my Father and
lMother, offdciated at my Father's funeral, a nd Christened me.
The Cowley Fat hers gave four bishops tc the American Church, and
all of them I sat under. Bishop Grafton, Bishop Hall, Bishop
Osborne and Bishop Brent. The latter was Prother Prent to us
Sunday School children, as he had charge of the Suuday School ,
and espcially the boys and their activities., He readthe funeral
services for my youngest sister at the house on Pleasant Street,
one bleak Maach day in 1894, Brent was the kindliest man, for
whom all the boys had a warm aifection, and who could discipline
with the mere richness of his voice: he never had t o use a harsh
worde I can see him now in his long xmk black roke with corded
girdle tied and dropping in long ends downt he side of his robe,
These Cowly Fathers of that day were saintly men. When the shism
in the Church came --it was because the aAmerican Church wanted Fathe
Hall to resign from the Cowley Fathers and succeed Bishop Brookg=--
Brent want with Father Talbot and founded St. Stephens on Decatur
Street, in the South End; and it was here that President Roosevelt
found Brent and seat him off as Bishop of the Phillipines.--It is
allfiso different down there now. Fiona is the only one of my
children I had @hristened at St. John's. Below us here on th e
Heights, is a Mission of St. John's, and Father Powell, who is now
the head of St. John's, comes out (he Christened Fiona), and
he is tc be seen, driven by one of the Sisters, in a car, ower
the hill, smoking a cigar--I havs never seen him without his cigar--
and somehow it irrdtates me., The old order certainly changeth!

You are so good in all you are doing!

L 4 N



24% Park Avenue,
Arlington Heights,
Massachusetts,.

May Ist. I92Z0

My d ear Mrs. Mirick:=-

I have so much to write yocu, and only snatches
of time to write, that I am not waiting to despatch the full letter,
but am interpclatédg this note as a signal. I'11l get the letter
completed in a day or two, and as I want to accompany it with some
drafts of work I've made and set aside these pears past, and which I
have got to rescue from their hiding places. A8 I hinted in & note
a week or so back, I am holding on tight to a shattered self, ready to
leap the peak when it comes, and prevent a break-down. Its a kim of
mental stunt I've tried time and again in the course of the last
twenty years: when physical exhanstion can seem to bear nc more,

I escape the body and meet it around the corner, thus chaating a
nervous break-down. Rut a bit of rest would certainly do me no harm
after all these years of tense driving.

Tam holding my breath hoping the Rosenwald grant
goes throughe. It will put the first solid fcundation I've had in my
cageer, It would give me a chance to add substantizlly to my inom me.
Whatever 1 made previously went into the Anthology hole, aad then
it was not enough, and now it can go into my living demands, and
towards some sort of security for the future--that darkening side of
the tslope, which in another ten or fifteen years I'll be slicding down.

I want to send you the manuscript of a story 1
wrote nearly two years ago, and which I can expand to t he required
length for the Scribner's competition. Its ten thousand words now,
altogether too long, for the average short story magazine requirements.
The very few who have read it have been enthusiastic about it, and
perhaps, you will tell me if it is really worth the other twenty or
twenty-five thousande words nepessary to complete it.

I want to send you the outline of the Trilogy
to which I refereed, and over which I have brooded these fifteen
years, Nothing like it has been conceived, I kelieve, in American
literature.

I have been preparing & Course op the Theory and
Practice of ¥Yerse, and have already one student. I have persist ntly
refused to give instructions on any scale, in the art cf verse. I
have been deluged with manuscripts and requests in the course ofamy
career; now that the aAnthology is a thing of the past, there is an
opportunity to turn a pretty penny. Its a thorough course, and anyone
taking it, no matter what their ability may be, will be a better poet.
after the outline for the First Lesson, my student, only after a study
of the first prescribed book for reading, wrote very enthusiastically,
hcw "wholesomely ignorant she had heen. I am sending you the announce-
ment sheet, and the outline for the first lesson. If this Course
develcpes, as 1 am sure it will, wouldn't it be a striking thing for
me to make a selection of the best productions by the studénts, ad
you devote an issue of Star-Dust to them. T can name & number of
poems printed in books and magazines, that were written at my suggestion
I mean I gave the idea or subject for the poem, and criticized until
the poem was right.

I wired you yesterday after receiving the checks
for which ae you must know, my gra8itude was deep, asking you to send
me the others, as they were sufficient to meet the important payment
I had promised for this weeke. I do hope they will come by Friday or
Saturday. The thi;d mortgage note is not due until the third part of
May, and I am working for it. Three new students in the Course



will take care of it. I have sent ocut a number of letters to
correspondents out of the large batch sent in, who have writtenme
for verse-criticism, If they are as enthusasticax as the student
already enrolled, who accepted by a long night telegram, it will yield
handsomely.

No, I have not had any word from James W. Johnscn.
In a moment of desperation during the preparation of the 1928
Anthology, Jim loaned me a hundred dollars, and I supposeﬁ’he has
that in mind. (Confidential: I arranged Jim's first book of poems
for publication, found the publisher, and gar e him a two column
picture review in the Transcript, whi h no other person could hwr € accom
plished but myself; suggested, and kept after him to do "The Book of
Negro Poetry," but--well, Locke, has scolded nme & lot for my genercosity-
but I am_ glad to have done it!)

T want to do a poem that has been haunting me for your
magazine, that begins,

On

On an island in the harbor a lone tree waves--
but whether I fimish this or not, I shall slip into the envelope
some poems to send you for your autumn number.

ind 1 have been wandering that if I do work on the
Memoirs first, why not, and I think it could be arranged, print
batches of it in Star Dust?

Always gratefully,

1 L - == :- '-ﬂ‘_
Ut & o o
g A L1 LAAAY =
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1 have made as careful a survey as possible b,
letter of the most immediate and pressing of Mr Braiti~
waite's difficulties, ana find that it will be advisable
(in fact essential) to use whe whole grant now, trusting
to other sources for latercneeds.

These expenditures would be as follows:

Part payment on thira mortsage due May 51st .... 3500
Part payment to 7 creditors ...ccceeescecececececee $500
Detuils on last page of this letter)
The pressing nature of these debts I will ex-
plain ( wocsbew thecimmediibe necd for the sumse):

In regard to tnird mortgage: this is due w0 bpe
paid ofi in full on May 31st ( tne sum of $650 )

I asked Mr B, to try to renew tnis but tne pre-
mium was excecedingly high and the man refused the remewal,
giving as the best terms: $500 May 31st and tiuc balance
($150) on June 30th.

If I pay $500 now, I believe I can raise vthe
$150 by June 30tn,.

About the part payment on the debts: About April
1st, I found that Mr B, was being so harrassed by his
ereditors that ne coula hot attend to his daily work for
the worry; and every cent I would sena nim these men would
hound out of him witn threats of "dcbior court' etec,

The result was, tnat I could not get nouse pay=-
ments made because he was frightened into givimng all to
the ereditors ( the checks I was reeieving in the collectes
ion from the poets of the country were made G0 nis neme
and I could not have personal cunirol or them,

I then took matiers in my nanas, got the namcs
of the ereditors, wnose number was seven, and askca them
it they would temporarily witndraw until I coula make some
arrangement to pay tuem sometaing on tae debts. This all
seven very gracetully aggrecd to ao,

Having done this for me, and so greatly rclieved
the stress on tne last two montas of tunis afrair, I now
feel obligated to pay a small sum to eacn of them. It I
do not do this I will lose their confidence and co-oper=
atione.

The setulement of this grant-in-aia hinges so close~
ly upon my plens for the use of the five year grant which
you are plaeing before your comittee that I would liike
to take up on next page & tentative plem for tuis also:



In re: proposed five year grant to VWm.S.Braithwaite

($1500 to $2000 per yr for 5 yrs. in connect-
ipn with memoirs for Harvard University)

STAR DusT
3314 NEWARK STREET
WASHINGTON, D. C.

My plan for the use of the five yr grant or amnuity
as stated above would be tnis:

That I start for Mr Braiithwaite at the Loan and Trust
@ompany of this eity ( Washington Loan and Trust Co.,
9th end F sts.) a trust fund to consist of the yearly
grant from Rosenwala Fund and any other contriputions,
yearly of otherwise that I am able to get.

That tinis fund be hanaled by me for the best int-
erests of Mr Braithwaite, with & provision that in case of
my death during the five year period, the handling of the
Fund would revert to Rosenwalid Fund or the the Loun ana
Trust Co., at your diseretion and decision.

That this sum be used to cover the nouse payments
which will then consist only of first and second mortgage:
amounting to $855 per yr; and to pey a certain sum to tne
seven creditors ( a debt of about $3000) whici will be re=
duced to $2500 by payments from the present $1000 grante
in-aid, This would demand a payment yearly of $500 dividee
among the seven wo clear ihe debt in five years,

The remainder of the sum each year ( about $150 to

$650 to be kept in bank as an emergency Fund in case oI

trouble) An account to be rcenderca you oi expenditures.

The sums I am colleeting f£from frimmds ( so-far
only & gift of $250) would go towards wiping out an in-
debtedness only morally pressing ( $625) to the antuology
subseribers,
Tnis would leave Mr Braithwaite only the necessity
of proviaing food and clothing for the family, which with
#4s in his poetry course, reviews, etc., he may be able

to do, as the memoirs will not take all nis time., Ana I

can it nece-sary help out with the bank balance I will

nave,

I do not think he is the sort oi man wno shoula be
relievea entirely of alil responsibility towards the pro-
viding of an income for his family.

The matter of utilizing tne help of tihe older cuild=-
ren is being taken up by & fricnd of vhe family, a prof-
essor at Howard University here. And during tais five yr,.
period we plan to get the older cuildren into & position
of indepc¢ndance off his hands at least,

Taking the children in detail:

1. Daughter 23, married & man with small salary, left her
18 mo. childa with Mr Braithwaite to care for while sue
takes a normal school course at Hunter College, N.Y.

2, Daughter 21 is marrying a man with & gooa salary this
year, and will take the 18 yr old boy with ncr in N,¥,

%z, Boy 18 yrs. to study at Hunter College (free) while
with sister in N.Y,

Page 2
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WASHINGTON. D. C.

4, This leaves Girl, 16; Boy 14; Boy 12; Boy 73 tne
oldest aaughters Bapy 18 mos ( who will go back o
ner mother in 2 yrs)

Mr Braitahwaite,; owing to his own early nardships
and lack of education, is absolutely unreasonavle avout
tne affairs of nis chilkiren, wanting them to lead lives
of "ease and plenty". So we have to work entirely turu
tne children tvhemselves, We are trying now to get the
boy to tuke a Jjob this summer ana earn his ncxt year
ciothes, ( Tne 18 yr boy)

I fina out turough tue frienus of ¥r Beaithwaite,
that the family sufierea actually last winter for lack
of food and coal. It is rcally a very tragic ana awful
situation. He has apparently lived for years on hap=-
hazard work done betwecn these vast Anthology labors,
and on the saie of valusbbe Mss ana books and letters.

The 88ke of the Library sna Lettcr collectiom will
bring nim, I am tola by Dr Perry $2500 to $3500, but 1
dont ¥mow wihen, and as this will fall into Mr Braith-
waites heanas I do not know to what purpose it will be
put. This was sola I told you to Harvara University.
Tt is too bad he cant get ivhis money. I will try to get
him to put it on his debts if I can

I have not any word &t wail from Dr Perry about
wnat Harvard will do. I know they will give him co-op-
eration about thne memoirs. Tuney have saia that repeat-
edly, but I fear there is no fund by which they can pay
him anything on account of nis not being a college grad=-
uate.

However, I believe if you are willing to grant the
32000 ( or even the $1500 ) five yr. Annuity, that I
can get the man on his fect,

For one thing: thne men who made the $250 gift ior
the first year, in caese of your grant going wurougm, will
I am sure give more when he is assurea of tne pian go0-
ing through, He has only neld back bccause he felt toas
"giving to him was like putting water in a sieve’,. It ne
is convinced of the souna basis of this plan of ald, he
will give a yearly sum I believe, Most of Mr B's friena
feel the same, All nave heliped to no avail because no
sound plan lay back of tneir givinge Once your grant for
the five-yrs goes through, I can get something more to
add to it I am sure.

If possible I would like the $1000 now, whien I will

Page 3
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3314 NEWARK STREET
WASHINGTON. D. C.

deposit in my bank and check out, I guess, as there wiil
be no residue in tunis case, This is proviaing you approve
of the plan of expenditure.

Hoping your comitte will feel tinat you can put the

five year annuity p#n into effeet, and with many thanks
for your kindmess, I am

'
Sincerely WM

S—
.

Eaith Mirick

May the 18th
1930

I will be glada o have you write tue Losn eana Trust
Company aauress on page 2 of this letter, and get cre-
dentials as to my responsibilitye.

Tney kmow our family well tuere as they hauuled my
Father-in-law's estate tuere, arc handling my nusband's
inheritemce from nis fatner, and arc¢ guaraian's of my
two adopted daughters inheritance, as well as of their
education in case of our death.



To

STAR DuUsT
3314 NEWARK STREET
WASHINGTON, D. C.

the Rosenwalid Fund ( Mr Embree)

Detailed account of proposed expenditure of the
$1000 grant to Wm. S Braithwaite.

To
To
To
To

Te
To
To

William Tutin ( hoider oi third mortgagel... $500
Part payment due May 31st.

W.Heetor Kollmyer( on aebts of $1220) ...... $200
Provisions

JeDeWetmore( on debt 0L $435) ececccescccece $ 70
Merchandise

Barton I. Goldberg ( on aebt of $419) ...... $ 65
Merchanaise

Jacobs and Jacobs ( on aebt of $353) ceeeeee $ 55
Last Years Anthology 1928

Abraham Levy ( on debt of $276) cececcaccseed 45
Last Years Anthology 1928

George Sully ( on debt of $184) .ceeecccecceeed 35
This years Antuology 1929

EsH.,Cloney ( on debt of $150) cceececccsccsced 30
( operation for appendicitis) i s
( "For estace of Dr Lathrop) $1000

y ‘a8 soon as possible.
%ngg%luchﬁk to na%e this mo&)gé 2 stanupﬁy yeus

or

cks ecan
the winole amount sent to me to be cnecked out as

e maae ou

deteiled above, and reciepts sent to you,.

—

Fditn Mirick
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bear Mr Embree

I have made as careful a survey as possible b,
letter of the most immediate and pressing oi Mr Brait ~
waite's difficulties, ana find that it will be advisable
(in tfact essential) to use twhe whole grant now, trusting
to otner sources for latercneeds,

These expenditures would be as follows:

Part payment on third mortsage due May 51st .... $500
Part payment to 7 cereditors c.ieeeccccrevecccces $500
( Detuils on last page of this letter)
The pressing nature of these debts I will ex-
plain ( wecsbew the-immeaisbe neca for jhe sumse):

In regard to tnirda mortgage: this is due w0 pe
paid ofi in full on May 31st ( the sum of $650 )

I asked Mr B, to try to renew tnis but the pre-
mium was exceedingly high and the man refused the renewal,
giving as the best terms: $500 May 31st and tanc balance
($150) on June 30th.

If I pay $500 now, I believe I can raise the
$150 by June 30tn.

Apbout the part puyment on the debts: About April
1st, I found that Mr B, was being so harrassed by his
ereditors that ne could not atiena to his daily work for
the worry; and every cent I would senu nim thnese men woulcl
hound out of him witn threats of "dcbtor court' etc,

The result was, that I could not get house pay-
ments made because he was frightened into giving all to
the creditors ( the checks I was rcecieving in the collecte
ion from the poets of the country were made (0 his name
and I could not have personal cunirol or them,

I then took matiers in my nanas, got the namcs
of the ereditors, wanose number was seven, and askca them
it tney would temporarily witndraw until I coula make some
arrangement to pay them sometaing on tae aebts. This all
seven very gracefully aggrecsda to ao,

Having done this for me, and so greatly rclieved
the stress on the last two montas of tunis afrair, I now
feel obligatea to pay a small sum to each of them. It I
do not do this I will lose their confidence and co-oper=-
ation.

The setc¢lement of this grant-in-aia hinges so closé-~
1y upon my plans for the use of the five year grant which
you are placing before your comittee tnat I would iike
to take up on next page & tentative plam for tuis also:
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May 22, 1920

Dear Mrg, Mirick: In accerdance with your request
I am 2sking our Comptroller to

gend you promptly z check for one thousand dollars

($1,000), the full amount of our grant-in-aid to Mr.

W We are very glad to leave the handling
of this entiTFely in your hends.

As to the possible five-year grant,
I am sure our group would not be willing tc go inte thls
wnless Harvard, or individual friends there, were willing
to go along with us on about a fifty-fifty basis. At
sny rate, thet part of the matter must ewait the negotia-
tions &s to a post at the Harvard Library or elsewhere.

Meanwhile, without disoussing
further the possibilities for the longer ald, I am arrang-
ins to have the check for the present grant sent to you.

Very truly yours,
ERE:DG
Hrs, Edith Mirick
STAR DUST

8514 Newsrk Streetb
Wasghington, D.C.



In re: Vm.

STAR DusT )
3314 NEWARK STREET ﬂ"

..W"‘j}ue'ron. D. c. PR e \
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I rceieved this letter today from Dr Perry,
which seems to indicate that Harvard is taking steps
to co-operate with your suggestion for Mr, Braithwaite
as to a post at the Library.

Dear Mr Embree:

I find the long-hand hard to rcad, but I ges
from it that there is a proposal to give Mr B, some
sort of position with the Library; and that this prop-
osition is now before & committeey and has the approv-
gl of the presiaent of Harvard, Dr. Lowell.

I will let you know as soon as I hear further
about the matter.

With continued thenks for your kindness,

okl

Edith Mirieck
edbtor.

Sincercly,

May 234, 1930



In re: Wm. S Braithwaite, poet and anthologist.

STAR DusT
3314 NEWARK STREET
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dear Mr Embree:

I have reevieved thc cheek for 31000,
( one tuousand dollars) kindly given as a
grant-in-aid to Wm. S, Braitowiate, which will
be expended by the detziled account given you
in my last letter. And I will send you reclepts
of these expenditures.

I am sure you are wise in asking tuat
Harvard ( or Mr B's friends) co-operate with
you in the five-year snnuity pian.

We should hear from Harvard soon and I
think things look favoraonle there for a post
of some kind for Mr B,

Should this fail, I will take up again
with Mr B's frienus the matter of contributions

towards an annuity.

With meny thanks indeed for your kindness, and
assurance of my complete co-operstion with
your ideasand p.ians,

1i"er;y' Sincerely \! j] W

Editn Mirick

May the 28th, 1930
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Until Peptember 15tn In re: Wm S Braithwaite,

wountain Lake Park pOTT T O ENTN0L0S 18T,
Maryland
STAR-DuUST ror | ey | o
A JOURNAL OF POETRY e r. E | k, g‘ '( )
3314 NEWARK STREET. — / (.
WASHINGTON, D. C. ( A [ =1 (&7
\J | .

Dear lMr Embree: ¥ \ I il

WHeHHE

This is only a short letter to |tell yoﬁ that I

made every possible efrort to fimtoutfrom tne—Har=
vard Librory Committee of three, whatv the deéision
was 1n regara to Mr Braitowaitc's possible positiom
or grant from them for research work 1n commection
with the memoirs this coming winter,

But not a word could I getv out af any o1 tie
three gentiemen, so I simply setciled myself to wait un-
t1l Fall, as I railed to get any offer or any sums oL

money from any of his frienas towaras an annuity.

Meanwnile, very fortuaately, Mr Braitawaite
was able to get the money for his Library this summer
and that took the keen stress off the summer tfor nim,
and enaobied nim to meet his house payments in August..
and some mdnor debts.. while his major creditors aggree
to keep quiet until the Fall,

I will let you know just as soon as I can pos-
sibly get an answer from Harvard as to their decision,
tnough I fear his color and lack of college eaucation
are going to prove = bar here.

With many thanks for your kinuaness,

Sincercly m \/\:\ir 2 -. L{

Edith Miriek
editor

September 2d, 1930



In re:_Wm, Stanley Braithwaite

ThoeT BT O TR s

STAR-DUST

i |, HIE.| )
E(LTTj?fffi 4 ’wff’
Dear lr Embree: , b I i ,;f *(*“ i
.After this long wa t,ié rég;étered?leétér from

ae £ |
#@cbrought this answer fro : "

ter, of Harvard.

It is surely too bad, but that is the situation the
world over., Science has the big place nowadays .. and
poetry occiipies a little back corner,

I am convinced from several efforts that I have made
that no five-year contribution can be gotien from indiv-
iduals.

So this leaves me again at sea, in regard to any con-
certed plan for Mr Bmaithwaite.

I suppose there is practically no hope that the Fund
under you will grant a small annuity ( without the out-
side co-operation) of say even $1500 a year, which would
enable me to keep the two mortsages paid ( $850) and pay
off in installments his debts still amounting teo $2500.
Also the mortgage holders, it seems, expect a payment on
the principle this year, I dont know the sumj; but all that ~
coubd be managed on the $1500 a year, I am surec, '

In case this could not be granted ( and I realize
chances are much against this) would it be possible to giwec
him another $1000 grant-in-aid, to pay something to the
8 ereditors, and on the mortgages until I have a chance
to approach two other Funds that have an especial interest
in the dark races?

I am exceedingly grateful for all you have done for
this unfortunate poety and whatever decision you make,
will be made I know in wisdom.

Mr Braithwaite is making ends meet somehow, I believe,
but ofcourse pays nothing on the debts, and only met his
August house payment ( $210) with great difficulty. I am
sure without aid on the house payments and debts, it will
soon mean loss of the home and bankruptey.

With gratitude ) ORI
Sincerely {g%if%{fuﬁit&tﬁ'{

‘k-'

oz

PR

Bdith Mirieck
editor



HARVARD -COLLEGE -LIBRARY
CAMBRIDGE - MASSACHUSETTS

ALFRED C. POTTER, Librarian

T. FRANKLIN CURRIER, Assistant Librarian

WALTER B. BRIGGS, Assistant Librarian

GEORGE P. WINSHIP, dssistant Librarian October 21, 1930

Miss Edith Mirick,

Editor, Star-Dust,

5%14 Newark Street,
Washington, D. C.
My dear Miss Mirick:

I have received your letter in regard to Mr.
Braithwaite. I am afraid there is no chance of our
giving him any position in the Library at the pres-
ent time. As I think you know, we had expected to
establish a new Poetry Room, so there was a possi-
bility of his being employed in some way in connec-
tion with the growing interest here in poetry. Un-
fortunately, the plans for the Poetry Room have not
been carried out, and it is impossible to say when

it will be. Furthermore, we were unable to get any

increased grant from the Corporation for this year,

with which we could have compensated Mr. Braithwaite.
I regret very much that we cannot offer him any
prospect of employment in this Library.

Yours sincerely,

ACP:P %M 3 é !
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Mr. Embree: gf

In re: Wg}liam S. Breithwaite

I note your comment in regerd to this mstter and appre-
ciate your desire to close what seems to be 2 rather involved end
troublesome case. However, might it not be that we could still
perform a useful service for Mr. Braithwaite end for Harveard by
possibly offering the smount originally intended ($1,500 to $2,000
8 year) for ¢ yesr or so without mestching, if Herve®d University
is willing to give him a plece. This would teke away from them
the excuse of not heving funds end would put squarely before them

the issue of whether they will turn down a man of unguestioned ebility

on account of his color.

You have humorously referred to the fact thet you have
bought the first professorship of psychosnalysis in the world for
the_sum of $3,000. In comnection with Negro scholerships, we give
aid to people who look like promising timber{ d&ould it not be a
pity if we were to pass by this oppurtunity Ho release for further
creative work & man who has en established reputation?

If you were to make any such grent, it might be specified
expressly thet Braithweite was to work upon his memoirs which, we
heve been assured from verious sources, would be a valusble contri-
bution to American litersture.

RSR:HJ
11/1/30 B



Dacember 4, 1970

Dear Miss Mirick: I have delayed snswering your letter
until we had Lalkel the watter over in
the office. All things considered, we feel that we cannot

make any further contribution by way of grants-in-aid to Hr,

-

Braithwaite, I hopelvery much that the Harvard people would
sband Uye IU scems to me thelr responsibility rather than
ours. At any rate, regretfully I have to say that we are not

in a position o make a furvher direct coniributisn at this

tine.
Very truly yours,

] 5 r‘. o oh i 2o g
ERE:VD EOWIN MmNk
Hisg Pdith Eirick
Svar-Tast
5814 Newierk EStreet
dashington, D. Ce
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I recieved your letter of the 4th of Dec-
ember, saying that you could flo no more for MNr

BraithigllSeme
You have been more than generous, and I

thank you so much for past kindness, I feel, with
you, that Harvard should have,ana could have help=-
ed in the matter.

They treated me with scant courtesy,(that
is the Library Committee, )not even giving me any
answer a2t all until I sent a registered letter ask-
ing for a reply. I feel a bit bitter over it. But
it cannot be helped and so I must seek other paths.

May I ask for the return of the letters of
E.A, Robinson, Bliss Perry, Wm. Griffith, Bndsangnt
such letters from Harvard that would help in my
appeal to other Funds,?

I shall approach two other funds especially
interested in the culture of the codored race; and
it is hard to get these laudatory letters again., I
do not like to approach these big men for other
letters., And the letters do help, in fact are nec-
essary for a proper approach.

My very sincere thanks to you for your helpful in-
terest and kindness, which helped so much in my ef-
forts in behalf of this unfortunate poet.

Sincerely

G LT S W

Edith Mirick

Could the letters be sent by registered meil for
safety?
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LETTERS RETURNED TO MISS MIRICK ON DECEMBER 12, 1930

To HMiss Mirick From Bliss Perry Deted 4pril 5, 1930
To 4 " E.A.Robinson % Nov. 5, 1930
i 4 " Bliss Perry it May RR2
" " " Lew Sarett % Feb. 5, 1930
o - " William Griffith ¥ Feb. 10, 1930
" Andrew Carnegie " R. U. Johnson - 'Feb. 8, 1930
" fhom it may concern " John Hall Wheelock " Mar. 27; 1930

" Mr. Braithwaite " George P. fiinship " April 9, 1930



JOHN SIMON GUGGENHEIM MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

551 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK
ST P
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January 2?)@"" et
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Mr. George R. Arthur
Julius Rosenwsld Fund
4901 Fllis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear lir. Arthur:

William Stanley Erg L is in desperate
straits. Youw-demow= T oemesarsc. Toake a look at
Tho's Yho in imerica for a summary of his record. He has what
sound like = couple of very good books up his sleeve, and I
wonder if the Rosenwzld Fund is in a position to consider
aiding him? If you are, you'll find that he can mske an
excellent case.

Best regards!

(s ]
(95

yours,

A1len lioe
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THOMAS E. JONES, PRESIDENT

Hisk Unifersity
Nashtille, Tennessee
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Februvary 6, 1933

My dear Mr. Arthur:

I have received a letter from Jilliam.SeuBraithwaitesiw
asking me if I would not write to you in his behalf.
He is anxious to have a scholarship on which to finish
the work on two books that he is now trying to write.
I wrote end told him that the prospects of a scholar-
ship are not very bright at this time, but that,never-
theless, I would bring his case to your attentionm.

The truth of the matter is that Mr. Braithwaite is in
a rather dire situation and stands in urgent need of
some Bort of financial assistance. It would be a
splendid thing if he could be tided over while he is
finishing these books and so be ensbled to extricate
himself from the situation he is now in,

I am presuming to write about the matter in this con-
fidential way because I know that you appreciate the
great work in literature that I/r. Braithwaite has
already done. I felt that his record and what he has
already accomplished for the race would entitle him
to your serious consideration.

in which ¥rs. Johnson

Yours very since ’)ﬂ
OV Y 2% [OFn o oy

Mr. George R. Arthur Japes Weldon Jolnson
Julius Rosenwald Fund
Chicago, Illinois

With kindest regards to you,
joins me, I am

JWJ : frm



February 9, 1923

My dear Mr., Johnson: fe have received & number of letters
from eainent people asking us to
nelp dr. WillissSeebestBivess gepossible. e have also
received a Letter from Nr. Braithr&ite bimself. e gave
some assistance to him sbout three years ago. 1 a&m sure he
would make an excellent case for help at this tine in order
tc enable him to finish the two books referred to in your
letter. Unfortunately, not only for dr. Braithwaite but
for many other good prospects, the Trustees of the Fund direc-
ted the Officers to make no new comanitments until the sy
meeting of the Board. At the present writing it looks very
much as if the instructions will stend as they are after
the May meeting. I am writing ¥r. Braithwaite today e
similar letter to yours in answer to his request for a
fellowship application blank.

I hope the weather in Nashville is
& little warmer than it is here today. When 1 came to
work this morning the thermometer registered fifteen degrees
below zero.

With best wishes, L beg to remein
Very truly yours,
GRa:VH
dr, Janes Weldon Johnson

Fisk University
Neshville, Tennessee



February 9, 1933

iy dear dr, lloe: ibsence from the city has delayed
én spswer to your letter of January
twenty-fifth., i

The Fund was able to help jir, Braith— .
Jailg. to & limited degree about three years ago. He, o
course, rectymize in him a person who is deserving of
help and we reyret very much that the Trustees at their
meeting in Navember directed us to make no comaitments
in any fleld until the next meeting of the Board which
will be held in Hay. We do not know at this time what
action will be taken at that meeting with reference to
scholarship grants for 1925-19%24 or for grents in any
field. Ve deeply regret that we shall be unsble to help
r. Braithewaite and shall so atste in our reply io his
letter requesting an application hiunk.

With best wishes, I bey %o remain

Very truly yours,
GRa:VH

CEorsr B e
dr. Henry Allen udoe

(uggenheln Foundsation

551 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York
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Jullus FRosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.,

Gentlemens -

In re'erence to the enclosed request which accom-
panied the Rues ionnaire you sent me, I am puzzled. I have
never received, as far as 1 am aware, a Fellows ship from the
Julius Rosenwald Fund.

[=]
-
.o
[

=y
=l

In I930, the late Mr. Rosenwald personally, through
a third party, nade perscnal contribution towards the lique-
dation of the accumulated indebtedness of the Anthology. And

in connection with this matter there was a proposal made in
which the Fund in association with Harvard Unlversity was to
assume part of the salary for a position as custodian of the
Poetry Rocm at the arove--enulunea institution. But this
arranger nent was never carried through since the position was
given to another gentlemen,

In I932-33, I made an application for a Fellowship
to xke pursue the ”ork uppn an extended editorial : and creative

‘_a

(U]

compo siticn, which was not granted in accordance with the
decision mace by your Trustees because of the unfavorable

conditions then prevailing.

The enclosed memorandum carries an insistence, as
I remarked above, which puzzles me. If I am, in connection
with my stay here at the UnlverC1ty, a beneflc;ary of your
Fund, I have not, and do not at this writing, know it.

Yours very truly,
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