
Ube Ulntversitl'? of (tbicago 
JDe:partment ot Soctologl2 

Mr. Raymond Paty , 
Director of Fel lowships , 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue , 
Chi ca~o , Ill . 

My dear Mr. Paty, 

March 1 5, 193? 

.}Ir• HO f
41
~~;Y~ has asked me to write you in connection 

,i£t'5-rfis candidacy f or a Rosenwald fellowship., I am indeed 
ha..,Jpy to do this . 

One should bring to such a candidacy, as I see it, three 
things : an intelli3ent social point of view, sound scholar ship, 
and fine 9ersonal integrity. I n all of these Mr. Cayto n 
qualif i es in the hi~hest degree . 

Mr . Cayton's cho i ce of problem wil l , I am certain, meet the 
most exac ting criteria for large social si3n~ficance and he 
will brin5 to its investigation a thorough and comprehensive 
preparation. He has already given Nhat I fee l to be adequate 
proof of his ability to master the de tails of research. His 
thinking shows the kind of discipline indispensable to credit­
able and useful research work. He has a rar e sense of what is 
si5nificant both as to what constitutes the core of a problem 
as wel l as the methoas for dealing with it. 

~ersonaJ.ly Mr . Ca_yton is a sensible, geni al and thoroughly 
well- balanced individual . He has an enviable genius for wor 1<ing 
with others which quality is , I feel , an important one in the 
task of social investi3ation. He has a wide acquaintance with 
all types of people ; I know of none who ao not speak highly of 
his personal inte3ri ty. 

I cannot but feel that Mr. Cayton presents an exceptional 
_p&.ttern of q,ualifications to support his candidacy. His ability 
and character will , I feel certain, meet any test which the 
cozmni ttee may ciemand. I am more than happy to comn~enci him 
to yo without reservation. 

yours, 

,L~ 
Earl s . Joh n 
Assistant _rofessor of Sociology 



Ube Ulni\?eraitl? of ctbtcago 
i>epattment of 1'\ntbtopolog,? 

Chicago , Illinoi s 
V..a.rch 15, 1937 

Mr . Raymond Paty 
Director for Scholarships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

1 • , l 
I R 
- - -

' 
' . . ... ,.11..:- ...... ~.,. .... , ~~~-~-.... ~. . - . ... . 

My dear Mr . Patyt 

It has come to my attention that Mr . Horace R. Cay~on 
has applied for a Rosenwald Fund scholarship thr<Yttgff 1"Ml-.-1'hs 
and I wish to write this letter of recommendation in his behalf . 

Mr. Cayton spent a great deal of time in my office use­
ing our archives and discussing the problem of politics and graft 
when I was research director for the American Institute for Crim­
inal Law and Criminology . He is a practical and sophisticated 
person. I would say that among all the graduate students I met 
within eight or nine years around the University of Chicago, Mr . 
Cayton is the most practical, the most experience, and the most 
informed when it comes to investigation of crookedness in poli­
tics . He is a student of Sociology, and the members of the De­
partment of Sociology can give the best judgment of his work as 
a scholar . I know that Professor Park of the Department of So­
ciology thought a good deal of Mr . Cayton, and mentioned him and 
his work to me frequently . 

If I can be of any service to you and Mr . Cayton in the 
nego\i_ations for a scholarship, please tell me what I can do and 
I shall gladly do it . 



NATIONAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
INTERIOR BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. ~ymond Paty, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

My dear Mr. Paty: . 

March 16 , 1 937 FELLOWSHJPS 

I have a lett er from~• I_!g,uce_R. Cayton t hanking 
-l 

~fo ' me for some statistical material that I forwarded t o him 

'1UJ 
I 

and ment i oning that he used my name as a possible reference 

in application for a Rosenwald fel lowship. As two other 

applications have recently been referred to me for comment, 

I assume t hat I~ have been excused from commenting on 

Mr. Cayton• a application. Others in Chicago are probably 

more familiar with his work than I am, although I have made 

considerable use of unpublished material suppl ied me by Mr. 

Cayton and have found it of considerable value. 

Sin£ep ~ 

Frank Lorimer, Technical Secretary 
Committee on Population Pr oblems 

For t he Chairman 



UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

SEATTLE 

FELLOWSH1PS 

~rch 16 , 1937 

I :.r . ~ymo.nd Pa ty, 
Director for Fellowships , 
Julius .. 1osen'\"1ald Fund , 
4901 Ellis •. ve.nue , 
Chicago, Illinois. 

!>ear Lr. Paty : 

Ca; ton infonns re that he is apply­
ing for a f~e~1r-1r::o~,·•~M~..;.,;.~~"!!e~ u;-;-lius 3.os emald Fund to as-
s is t him in canpleti..ng the r.ork for his doctor ' s degree. 
J-LS his first teacher in sociology I am ;lad to be able 
to write a word for him. I can say ,1.i. thout hesi ta.ti on 
that Ceyton is the most interesti~ student that I have 
had in fifteen years of college and university teachi.t\$• 
In the four or five courses that he ha.d with me he was always 
~ble to nake a. report to the c l ass in which they were 
vitally interested . In other words he has not only had 
experimce with many aspects of ·1ife, but also has a re­
mark.able gift fron getting the more stimulating aspoots of 
these experiences across to a group. I think he would 
llk:l.ke a very stimulati.nc; teacher of sociological subjects . 
At the time of the Christmas meetings I zret l!rs . Cayton 
and think that she will be a big help to him. 

Sincerely, 

:rsH : JJ.'D 



Ube lllnit'ersf tr of <tbfcago 
JDepartment of l)outtcal Science 

!J:r . Raymond Paty 
Director for Fellowships 
J"ulius Hosenwald Jrnnd 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chicag:, 

My dear Mr . Paty: 

Chicago, Illinois 
t~arch 19 , 193? 

1tr . ,HRa:Mfl ,J:l.:.. Qay:t® informs me that he has 
applied for a Rosenwald .1rnllowship in order to 
make a study of the Negro Upper Class group 
similar to a study which he is rupervising in 
Chicago. 

Mr . Cayton was my research assistant in 
connection with lllY, stu§ly of Negro Politicians 
for two years. I found him to be extraordinarily 
useful . He has energy, initiative , intelligence , 
and remarkable social abilities . His range 
of experience has been very broad and he has 
a well developed sense of ob jectivity. I 
do not hesitate to recommend him most highly. 

Yours very truly, 



.Lt' dec.r :r. Cayton: .. e r;hould be pleased to ... cn1 your 
lc.tters of reco,:arosndaition t.:> Dr . Donc\ld 

Young of the Social Science Research Councll. Since the Julius 
Rosenwald I='und was unable t-o a,-:erd you a fello sl1ip gr n t it 
uould bo against the t)olicy -.:-f the .fund to reco~OJen<l you m. th out 
;o:·1e reque3t fro:i :u-. Young hi'llself , \ e ;houlli be clad to ~ewl 
yotm let ter.:, to him vr return the!T! to :,rou. .Lf ~::-. Youn~ ... h culd 
wr ite u~ concerning our i!llpresaion of your ,e should :.he:1 be 

e"J.·y glc.cl to w:ite hi::n in dets.ll. It h~s been a pol.i.cy of the 
J uli u s Rosenwal d Fund to &n swer only lettex·s. for recom.tnen-i~t..:.onci 
and not to wri te !:.he letters .i thout a re .ue ... -.. fro::i the- per.:Jon 
or personJ conciderin ...he appli~c.nt~. 

GM:VH 

Mr . Horace R. Cl3:-yt_on 
~ffiM -cr.etre·~"~;~ 
-:Jru. versi ty of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

I 

tl~\1 
fuja/ 
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__,___J _,. _____J 
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/ 
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A. L . BOWEN 

STATE OF I L L I NOIS 

HENRY HORN ER , GOVERN OR 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

SPRIN GFIELD f=ELLOWS~I i P9 
INSTITUTE FOR JUVENIL E R ESEAR C H 

DIRECTOR, THlt DEPARTMENT OP 

P UBLIC WELP'ARE. SPfUNGFIIELD 

907 SOUTH LINCOLN STREET 

CHICAGO 

TEL EPHONE MONROE 3900 
PAUL L . SCHROEDER, M. D. 

DUtECTORi THE INSTITUTE FOR 

JUVENIL~ R £SSARCH1 CHICAGO 

Mr. Raymond Paty 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Paty: 

March 23, 193? 

I have been informed t hat Horace li Ca~ton 
has made application to the Rosenwald Fund l or it":r~1-
lowsh1p for the coming two years. It has been my 
pleasure to know Mr. Cayton for seven years and I 
should like to submit this short r ecommendation in 
his behalf. 

Mr. Cayton is a young man of very exceptional 
ability. He has had very thorough training in the social 
sciences and extended actual experianoe in research work. 
In this work he has demonstrated unusual intelli gence, 
great skill in i nvestigat ion, an attitude of caution 
and precision, and an appreciation of the theoretical 
values and limitations of his findings . I do not know 
of any young man whom I could with greater assurance 
recommend for consideration. 

In the event that he should be fortunate 
enough to receive one of your fellowships , I am sure 
that his work will be thoroughly satisfactory and a 
credit to the Rosenwald Fund. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~q,-JrP:~ 
Clifford R. Shaw 

crs:lb 



.April l S, 1957 

Dear l!r . Cayton: It i s a pleasure to inform you 
that you have been select.ed by 

the Committee on Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund to receive a grant of eighteen hundred dollars 
to o.ssist 1n carrying forward your plans for atudy in 
tne field of sociology at the Universi ty of Chicago. 
A plan covering the details of payment under this 
grant •ill be arranged to fit your partiC1llar needs .. 

Please let me know at once if you 
accept this grant. Official announcement of the Com.-
mi ttee • s selection for the year will be made soon and 
can include only those acceptances wnich have been re­
ceived. We shall appreciate your regarding this notifi­
cation as confidential un~11 the full list is announced. 

RP1U1lff 

\ 

ar ..io;rac~- 1\. }G~¥»1-
4655 South Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Very truly you.rs,. 

RAYMOND R. PATY 



8UHO Q \ 
' I 

ACCOUNT Negz:Q Eello·ta~lps APPROPRIATION No. £36-51 

NAME OF sruoJ Hor_,,ce ~ 
-"" ~ 

Cs;nc~ 
ADDRESS 

INSTITUTION· ATTENDING Universit:Y: of Cllic~gQ 

INSTITimONAL POSmON ReaP~rch a~Rist&nt, Uni :V:£>r i t,,1 of Gbicrgo 

SPECIFIC FIELD Sociology 

STATEMENT OF OFFER 
RP to H. R. Cl'vton - ~L'.l~L~'.Zl I 

11,It iu 11 nleam1re 1iQ infQtm YQll thd; ~lQll ,ba:1e bEeD acle~ted 12;, the Co~mt:tf~ I 
on Fcllo.t~hio~ Qf th~ J:uliyll Roaen~tld Eund ta I'.FCeiYe n ere 1 ,t QC. e i£. ,,t ~ en I 
hundred !i2llr,r::1 :tQ '1.Sfr1 flt i D cai::cying f:Q 1'J1"-rd Jl:Ollr pl,,ns fQI: a:t11s:1;· .n t he I 
field of sociology at the Univ~~~itx 2! Chi~~g2." I 

I 

I . 
I 
I 

I 

I 

AMOUNT OF OFFER :ll800 PAYMENT DATr~ I 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO I 

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER One ~ear beginning 
Se2tember 1 1937. 

I 

APPROVED BY --- AUTHORIZED BY 

PAYMENTS 
DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNl 

l ~ .--
I , 

-. -

11 
I 

r • -

-;-., 



Ube Ulniverait~ of <Ibicago 

Mr. Raymond Paty 

]l)epattment ot Rntbtopologl? 

Chicago, Illinois 
April 18, 1937 

Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Paty a 

FELLOWSrfJP~ 

I am happy to accept the grant which has 
been offered to me by the Committee on Fellowship . I hope 
that my work during the coming year will justify the con• 
fidence which the Committee has shown in me. 

Yours very truly , 

HRCtJBS 



'ttbe Ulnt\?erstt~ of <tbfcago 
August 6, 1937. 

Mr. R8 ymond Paty, 
Director of Fellowships , 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 ~llis ~venue , 
Chicago , Illinois . 

My dear l.:Z.. Paty: 

FEL~OWSHIPS 
'" 

9 

I am writing to inquire if it would be possible for 
me to obtain an advance on my scholarship at the present time . 
This advance would allow me to meet certain obligations, and 
to make certain financi~l arrangements which would benefit me 
a great deal during the coming year •• If such an advance is 
possible I would like to request the sum of one hundred dollars 
($100. 00) . I will appreciate anything which you are able to 
d for me in this matter. 

Yours truly, C 0 

~ ayton~~ 



FORM 122 Julius Rosenwald Fund 
FE·LLOWSHIPS 4901 Ellis A venue 

CHICAGO 
To 

' " . il01· c R. C yton 
Payment Voucher No. 8961 

D ate ueu t 9, l.B77 
R c fOt, Soc1 l ccicnce Bui ding 

Chicago, I l l1n i s 

Fir t peyu-ent ou £ llowvhi.p gr,nttd 4 /l!J/'t.7 - - - - - - - - - ilOO . CJO 

C ... 8961 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Nacro Fol lowships Z6-S'.!. $100 . 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

A'.l. 
Comptroller 



FOR M IU 

To 
!r • Jtoracc R. Cnyton 

C 1cu·o, Ill:nois 

Julius Rosenwald 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

Fund r\ \\Pr< FELLO'fJ~\- ~ 
Payment Voucher No. >£i57 

Date Sept bcr 30, 19 .. 7 

S· c nd p yrnont en !'ollowship eront d 4/15/c7 - - - - - - - • - - - - - ;450. 00 

• 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by Checked by 

All 

Appropriation N o. 

Posted by 

Debit 

t450.CO 

Credit 

Comptroller 



T o 

Yr. flor~ce R. C~ t 

Chic go, Illinois 

r.§18805 

Accounts 

Negro fellowships 

Prepared by Checked by 

AM 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO FE!_LO ✓~!6~-11 PS 
Payment Voucher No. 8020 

Date December 16, 1057 

Appropriation No. D ebit Credit 

$450.00 

Posted by 

Comptroller 



FELLOW3HIPS 

January 13, 1938 

Dear Ir. Caytons As I told you yesterday, our 
fellowships are normally tor one 

year, but our Fellowship Committee will consider 
renewals in exceptional cases. In applying for a 
rene•al, please submit the follo~ing information 
to us before February 1, 1958: 

RP:MLO 

A. A stateQent containing {1) a preliminary 
report of the ~ork that has been accom­
plished during the tenure of your fellow­
ship, and (2) a plan of work for the 
ensuing year. (Please submit five copies 
of this s tatement.) 

B. The names or two or three people under 
whom you have worked during your Fund 
fellowship. 

C. The amount requested from the Fuoo. 

Very truly yours, 

RAYMOND R. PATY 

~r. Horace-CJ. ton 
4636 South Wabasll"henue 
Chicago, Illinois 



DS 

1938 JULIUS ROSEN\V ALD FUND 

Candidate ,ll,:,:-ace ..1. Jayton 

4-C33 8-:,ufa ~f&b&sh Av;)nUe 
JLic~'.$", I U .ino1.s 

Plan of Work RENEWAL 

Age 

Special Field Sociology 

Re'!io-sl of follo7"~hip for 1')58-59 t:, c::rnplete ~~e .-1~c.rc!1 prohle:;,, rri t e 
dis-;er.tR..tion c.nd p.l"ope.re for preli:ninary ex8.Jl.i::.atio<1. for Ph. D. at the Univer!1ity 
~f Ch.'..cag,; . 

Digest of Application 

References 

Dr. Louis WirLll, unlver si ty of Clioago 

W. Lloy<l Warner, 1: II 

Di·. Robert .h.edi"ield, II n 

Committee Noces 

1957 Grent 

Budgec Summary 

Total amoun: needed 

From applicant 

From Fund 

G:anred 

$1800 

ff I E COw 



(l) I ea intereeted in making a ■tudy ot the Xegro upper olae■ • 

Thie ■tudy would be historical, ■tatietical and eooiological in ture. 

It would attempt to trace the proceee bJ Which a a ll group ot the more 

energetic and favored ?legroee were able toe rge from the great bulk 

ot the population nd establieh themeelvee in a tunctioMl cla■e rela• 

tior.ahip to the re t ot the group . To note where and under what condi• 

tione the eocial claeeee emong Ne roes have beco~• more highly el abora• 

ted and to study the force nd circumstances hich tend to retard the 

development ot euch differentiation. 

The preaent ■ocial etructure in some of the northern citiee ae 

well ae eolDB of the southern citiee vill give ineight into the poaeibil• 

itiee tor develop~etlt which mght YQl"J with (1) location, i.e., eouth• 

ern or northern, (2) else of city, (3) 1i1e ot Negro popul ation within 

the citJ, etc. 

The study ould aleo deacr1be the behavior, attitudes and the 

eocial world of the upper claee egroee, u.nd the ideology which they 

h Ye developed to justify their pooitiona. The extent to which these 

twictiorial ole.eeea have contributed to contllctina interests within the 

fl'OUpJ and the eoci l movements whioh have originated 1th this claae 

will aleo be eXW!lined. 

(2) I have outlined the atudy and ha•• made the e.ccoquming 

analyaie ot the problem in my leieure time during the paet year . 1 be• 

lieva it would take two years to tini eh the etudy 4;1nd 001:pleta the ffork 

tor my degree. 

(3) I would like to epend the first ear at~ UnivereitJ of 

Chicago. During thie period I would try to c~•er the fl trature on tbe 



subject and tiniah my reeidenoe work tor my degree. The et tietical 

work for the etudy would aleo be done during the til"et year. 

In the awnmr of the f1ret yenr 1 •ould like to opend 1ome time 

at the librru-y of Congreee and t the ~chomberg Collection in Nev York 

aa the UniYersity ot Chicago doe• not h ve a very large Negro collection. 

Puring the eeoond year I would like to do t1eld ork in Chicago, 

N" York, Detroit &1..ncl eeYer l eoutborn citiee of v rying 81ze. 

(4) Thia etudy hae been encouraced by pereone in th Depurtment 

of Sociology at the Univereity ot Chicago and by Dr . Cuarlea s . Johnson 

and Dr . Robert ark at Fiek University. In rlew ot thia, I would Judge 

that the pose1bilit1ee for publio tion would be f irly good. 



J) ✓ 
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate ____ ___!.H!:::o:..:.r.=a:..::C:.:::e~R~.--=-C=a.,_y--"-to.::..n:::;_ _________________ _ 

Report Requested of ____ ..!;D:..:.r~•--=L:::::.o-=u=--ls=---W:.:.:i::.::r:...;t~h=-----------------------

as a 
The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 

your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to ~hi.§j4g_yiry-1till ...b~ oi. gte~ 
assistance in allowing the Fello!"!!ii£..Co_.E1mit~~i~~~ ti~ .!?.f2? ~d~~ r~~i~ of the large 
number of candidates who apply for grants . 
.._.--~-- . ~- .... ...-..... - ..... -....,,.- -"-

your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

I have a very high regard for the candidate's int ellectual ability an:l integrity. 
Since he has been one of my s tudent s and r esearch ass i s tants for some years , I 
believe I know him thoroughly. During my acquaintance with him I have been pleased 
to see him broaden his interests, perfect his skills of investigation and analysis, 
and matur e his outl ook. Mr . Cayton is a young :man of attractive personality , a 
diligent worker , and a person of sound judgment. He has a wide experience and good 
training, combined with shrewd insight and broad sympathies . 

In my j udgment Mr. Cayton i s well pr epared t o undertake the research proj ect for 
which he seeks a fellowship. I have read a nmnber of preliminary statements by him 
which convince me that he is deal ing with a signifi cant pr oblem, both in social 
science and in the understanding of r ace re l ations and specifical ly the Negro . 
From the point of view of soci a l science what he is seeking to do i s to analyze 
the pr ocess of social- economic str atificat ion. which takes pl ace in any society in 
which t here is a certain degree of freedom and of division of l abor . Jr-An analysis of 
the conditions under which certain el ements in a society obtain privileges and pre­
ferred positions , acquire educat ion, wealth, social prestige and power, the r ol e 
played in this process by race , descent , individual characteristics , and soc:ial 
circumstances should be a mat ter of great concern to those wh~lare attempting to 
understand not only our own society but are attempting to formulat e general y rin-

ciples of social organization. OVER 



The project i s no l ess signi f icant f or the under s an 1ng o race r e a ions a 
t he Negro. Wher eas even in s l ave days t he Negr o constitut ed something of a caste 
and at the same time showed gr eat differentiation within his own gr oup , such a s 
the differences betv,een f r ee Negroes and slaves , domestic s laves and field s l aves , 
i n his pr ogr es s s ince aboli t ion the Ne, r o has become highly differenti ated, so that 
within his own gr oup there are enormous di fferences i n status which may be related 
to differences in color, family lines, educat ion, occuµi. t ion, and l ocat ion. To t r ace 
t hese differences and to clar ify how they come about, what tend s to minimiz e and t o 
accentuate them, is a signifi cant problem of great practical impor tance . I am 
confident Mr. Cayton can make a contribution to these quest ions . 

His plan to spend the first year at the Univers i ty of Chicago in t heoretical study 
and in order to c over t he lit erature and the statistical anal yses seems to me a 
sound one . Af t er having suppl emented thi s by a study at t he Libr ary of Congr ess and 
in New York he should be prepared to devote his s ec ond year to field wor k in major 
urban- Negro sett l ement s of t he Nor th and the South . I thi nk he should a l so attempt 
to get , during this second year , some additional field experience in the rural and 
smal l towns and communities of t he South, where he has already spent some time in 
the past . 

With such enc ouragement as a fellowship would provide, I have every hope that Mr . 
Cayton will develop int o an outstanding scholar and speci alist on the Negro. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

I knm7 of no personalit y handica ps . 

~r~ Signecl .... _ _ ~ _ __,,~=::..='---'---·--=-~--_::_-=...,:c=-::...... ________________ ___ _ 

Position or Title ~ s-~ a. £ --P C\«-(q S A-(1,,,.c,,1 

Address ~ \ ? ~,o 

~p~ , 7 

2 
(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelopeL is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate ______ H_orace R. Cayton 

Report Requested 0 f ______ D_r_._ Ll_ o"-yd_ W_a_r_n_e_r ________________ _ 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great 
assistance in allow!?.$. t~ 1:.;!!2,w~h_p _Com~i~!!~ 1u~: i: n~ t!ffie) o;-;n - a. equa~e review:_: of-th~ large 
ill-lml?~r of candiWt~Jlpply for grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

I recommend the project . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signe ..... d ____ --=ld __ ~...,,.___;:~--A----lJ.=----:;~=------'--------------

Position or Titlc _ ___ A_s_s_i_s_t_a_n_t _P_r_o_f_e_s_s_o_r_,c,_An_t_h_r;_o:J,p_o_l.c...:o=gy,.,____&_S..:..occ:.:i=-· o::...:l=-o=-<gy:,.,__ _______ _ 

Address _______ U_n_i_v_e_r_s_i_ty-"--_o_f_Ch_i_c_a...::g:e...o _____ -='-=-- -=----- ------'---

--------------------------..A.Jate March 11, 1937 
I. 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rbsenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelopel is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate _ _ ____ H_o_r_a_c_e_ R_. _~_"'a~y~t_o_n __________________ _ 

Report Requested 0 f _ ___ _ D_r_._ R_o_b_e_r_t_ E_. _P_a_r_k _________ _ _ _______ _ 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early reply to this in~ ry ~ l ~~ of _g~as_ 
assistanS!)!!_:112!,r.i._1!,g~,..~ Jo~ hjp~!P.it~~e .s2.ffi£it1l! siute..fol" .flQ..eR~~).la_te.,.rexie~ Qf. the large 
~ her of cal)di4tfe~ w]1Q,.apply for _gra_!!t~. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

t l_ 
(} the 

I lmow Horace Cayton very well . If I remember rightly he is 
gr andson of Hiram Revels, the first colored senator f r om Missis­

sippi . His father lived in Seattle and ran a nevrspaper there, and was 
a man who had the respect 0£ the comm.unity, from all I can hear. Cay­
ton got his college education at the University of Washington. He 
studied Economics. Before t hat time he had had a var ied experience 
knocking about the country. For a time he was a police officer. I 
think he made his way through college by keeping Bertillion records. 
He oame on later to Chicago and made a very good r ecor d there. He 
has also made a study of the Negro in Industry under Charles Johnson, 
which is soon to be published. He is now wor king for Dr . Lloyd ~~rner , 
of the .(ulthropological Department at Chicago. 

Cayton is a very bright and intelligent man and he is particular­
ly capable in making contacts and getting information from all sorts of 
people. He talked over this study with me while he was here teaching 
last year, and he reported on it I believe also in t he/ ~ace and Culture 
seminar in Chicago. I think he will do a good job is he is given two 

I 
OVER 



years in which to complete the task. He should get just the sort of mental 
disci pline that he needs to establish his status in the intellectual world. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abil~ties? 

so far as I know the candidate is entir ely f r ee from any personality 
t r aits ·that would handicap him in undertaking this task. • 

- - ----- -------- - - ----- - --- -£Jate Mar ch 4, 1937 
Ji 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelopel is enclosed.) 



JULIUS f!~;:~~!~~ FUND SCHOLARSHiP 
0Ta,O. 11~ 1~01S 

e~ .n Candidate for Scholarship 

-
Name of Can f date...... ..M.:r. .•. Jl.o .. C.!'LC.~.9.~., ... §.ti1JQ..~P..t .. §:t.Jl.~J.Y."!?.+'.§.:~.JtY. .. 9.:f. ... 9.~;i...~~gg······· 

Report Requested of ......... lJr., .. J,i.QUl.a .. ri:i.r.tb..,-.. Jl.ni:v.~;r.§t.t:L.Qf. .. QJ::iJ~.?:g9. .................................... . 

The above-named candidate has applied to this foundation for a scholarship to enable him 
to secure further training in Sociology, 
and has given your name as a reference. 

W e should appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this candidate's abilities and personal 
characteristics. In what way and when have you known the candidate and his work? 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidat.-...e ____ ___;;H~o~r'""'a-'-'c'""'e;......;:.R"".'--=Cc::::a;-;:t:..:::o=n,___ ___________________ _ 

Report Requested of ____ _;Dr:...;;_•=----=R.;.;:oc.::b:..:ce-=-r-=t --=l=-ed=-=f"-'.1::.:· e:::.:l=>d.,__ ________________ _ 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An early 3 eply to this i~uiry ~ill be of great 
assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for an adequate review of the large 
number of candid; te; ;ho ~fyf o;gr°a~ s.'"'-. - ,. __ .,._,__,,,._ ~---· - -,. - ~ • --- ---, ~ ..... 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT 

Director for Fellowships 

I think very highly both of the candidate and the project . Among young 
Negro students of the Negro , he seems to me one of the best . He has an 
excellent grasp of the subject-matter in his field and of the principal 
problems in it , In connection with t he supervision of research work on 
this campus , he has shown an ability to assemble facts , to analyze them 

.....,, '}••,I;" 
and supervise assistants 1ae can be found among mature graduate students 
known to me . I would expect Cayton to take his place at the forefront 
of Negro sociologists. I wish especially to add that his dependability 
and efficiency have very much increased in the past two years , and that 
he should not be judged on the basis of his qualities several years ago . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving'him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

o C 

Signe,u_--'~-----=,----,."-\-- --'-- ------- --=----------------

Position or Title. _ _ =-..._.__-----,+-_ __ .,__'---"--_ ____ -i.-__,__ __________ ___ _ 

Address ~ 

_ ______ s_ l ___ o _ ____ ~ate r~ i 'f'37 
(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius R6senwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.) 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr . Horac~_. Cayton _________________ _ 

Dr. Robert Redfield, pepar~men~ of Anthropology 

University of Chic.a_g,,,_o ______________ ____ _ 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. A!f. ,!!.r,lr. ~:r...,,!£ ,thl_tje~isY .... ~~~ 
assista!1ce i!.1~lowing tbe Fellowship CorI:~ttee~ sufficient ti~ e.J_2r .. a~. ad .. e~~ 
num6er of canclidates who apply for grants. 
~~~ ~--:w.1~.,..,......,,__~.,_,..ee + .. .,.- 'Sr 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signe,. __________________________________ _ 

Position or Title _________ _ 

______________________ _____ D..,,ate 
1.l 

(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enveloje is enclosed.) 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Professor ~loyd Warner, Department of Anthropology 

Universi ty of Chicago 

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statement of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement. 

\Ve shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
characteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work .. ~1; ~~Y,.,f2eJR~.S1..U ~ 

~ is~an~e~ a~~i1:!~: -~~~t le.S _ommJ~~u_!cJ:1l~ .. Eim.~r~ ~n ~~W~£ .. te~i1;.~ 
number or canmoates wno app y ror grants. 

,sq Wr ■ AOFI'~~~~~~~ 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signe..._ _____________________________ _ 

Position or Title ______________________________ _ 

Address·-----------------·-----:-------,---,-----====---

/. 
(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Juhus Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelopJ .l.is enclosed.) 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CH ICAGO 

Confiden tial Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate ___ M=r-'-.--'-H_o.c._r_a-'--c-'--e __ R-'---. _C""'ay""-t-=---o'-'n=--

Report Requested of __ --=D=r:....:.'-="Lo~~!irth ______________________ . 

University of ChicagQ~~I=l=l=i=n~o=i=s~------------- -

The above named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. A statemen t of the candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with 
your statement . 

We shall appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this applicant's abilities and personal 
char acteristics, and an appraisal of his plan of work. An ea.f!y re_Rly .,_t9rthis iu,q.qicyJcill.h~Lgrear 
assistance~ in aqq,wing the J:el_l9J¾J_bip, ~~tJS.~ IDJffe.£.W.pt .5~ru~. f,.w.~~..,a9.<:51p~te revie.~ . of the lar&e 
number of candidates who apply for gran ts. 

, ... •"-'~~~~ 
Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

~ i/k;-
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

With refer ence to ¥or . Cayton' s oapaci ties, qua lificat ions and promise, I can only 
repeat the comment s I made in my original letter l ast year in support of his 
application for a fe llowshi p . I consider him an unusual l y promi s i ng candidate . 

I am not competent to speak about the progr ess of his wor k during the l ast year• 
since I have not been in intimate touch wi th it. 

I can say, however, that he has been the most active agent i n the community in 
ma.king available and inter pr eting the facts concerning the Negro housing 
situation in Chicago . If he is able to carry out the pl ans he has imde for 
the yea r 1938- 39 as indicated on page 4 of his application, a renewal of his 
fel l owship woul d , i t seems to me , be ampl y warrant ed . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed ~ ~~----------

Position or Title-¥-s 5 ~ ?.Jt-1 \A-v~ ~ 
------~-

Address lA...-. ~ ~ C1 ("L ~ • ~ 
\ \ A /;1~ 

-------- - - ------- -.LJat~-: ►o_,._4~ 
(Please return to Raymond Paty, Director for Fellowships, Julius Rose1;twald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope ·s enclosed.) 



(1) I am interested in making a study of the Negro upper class . 

This study would be historical, statistical and sociological in nature. 

It would attempt to trace the process by which a small group of the more 

energetic and favored Negroes were able to emerge from the great bulk 

of the population and establish themselves in a functional cl ass rela­

tionship to the r est of t he group . To note where and under what condi­

tions the social classes among Negroes have become more highly elabora­

ted a nd to study the forces and circumstances which tend to retard the 

development of such differentiation. 

The pr esent social structure in some of the northern cities as 

well as some of the southern cities will give insight into the possibil­

ities for development which might vary with (1) location, i .e., south­

ern or northern, \2) size of city, ( 3) size of Negro population within 

t he city, etc . 

The study would a lso describe the behavior, attitudes and the 

social world of the upper class Negroes, and the ideology which they 

have developed to justify their positions. The extent to which these 

functional classes have contributed to conflicting interests within the 

group; and the social movements which have originated with this class 

will also be examined. 

(2) I have outlined the study and have made the accompa.ning an­

a1ysis of the problem in my leisure time during the past year . I believe 

it would take two years to finish the study and complete the work for my 

degree. 

(3) I would like to spend the first year at the University of 

Chicago. During this period I would try to cover the ltterature on the 



subject and finish my residence work for my degree. The statistical work 

for the study woul d also be done during the first year . 

In the summer of the first year I would like to spend some time 

at the l ibrary of Congress and at the Schomberg Collection in Naw York as 

the Univermty of Chicago does not have a very large Negro collection. 

During the second year I would like to do field work in Chicago, 

New York, Detroi t and several southern cities of varying size . 

(4) This study has been encouraged by persons in the Department 

of Sociology at t he University of Chicago and by Dr. Charles s. Johnson 

and Dr. Robert Park at Fisk University . In view of this , I would judge 

that the possibilities for publication would be fairly good. 



scl-,OLARSHIP 
C ~ 

I 
rrhis s -udy cnn be lookerl u pon as an analysis 

of the disorgani7irlf effects of nigration as reflecte1 in crime , 

political corruption and esnecially vice , when race pre ju1ice 

slows up , or stops , the process of suc cession. The fir s t part 

of the study will be statistical fl.nd devoted to 2 n analysis of 

the invasion process , both ecological and econo~ic . 

This will be followed ya con8ideration of 

succPssion vri thin the group i tse lf n n-i the d evclopment of a 

heterogeneous commu~ity . Trie effects of the sl~ving u p of the 

process of success ion as refle cted in such co'TIJl1u'1ity organizations 

as the economic , social , political am. religious institutions 

will be noted . 

The third part of tre study wi ll deal with the 

relation of the Negro coimnunity to the larger community . This 

will be ,,_ descri pt ion of the general c crnpet itive proces s which 

brtrnr,s the Negro into the existing e conomic ;-,nd ecological divi ­

sion of labor and tends to make tbe Negro commu~ity the area 

f o r certain border - line r-ctivi ties of the community as a whole . 

Likewise a des cr i ption of the f i nnnci R.l nnd political i ntere"' ts , 

esoeci a Jly those outside of r.be community, wrich tend to mf'kc 

t~ese con~itions hard to 1islodge , ~nd an account of the various 

movericnts for ch,~nge both within an:i without the co:rrimunity Ylill 

be given . 



V 
I . Origin of the ormnunity . 

A. Sources of tre popul 0 tion . 
B. Process of selection involved in mi~ration . 

II . Pattern of settlement . 
A. Historical settlement pattern. 
B. Expansion of the community . 
C. voncentration wit:r increase in numbers . 

III . F.conomic invasion . 
A . Resistance to invasion. 
B. ~enetration at the weakest point of the econo,ic 

organi:,:a t ion. 

IV . Succession is stopped or slor;e-'! up by race prejudice . 
A. ~revents movement away fron disorganized areas . 

1 . Succession tal<Bs place within the cormm.lnity . 
B. Prevents movel""Bnt into hi~her economic grrups . 

1 . ':'his is also accompanied cy succession within 
the community . 

c. Permits the entrenchment of C0'1riitions chnracteristic 
of the invasion period . 

1 . D:isorganizeA "C'+;i1rities which would :rave bee11 elil'l'linnted 
with Y\'J.overi.ent out of the area and movement into hi~her 
economics groups , 1--ecame1, to some extent , entrenched in 
the community . 

a . This is reflected in the econo~ic , political , soci8l 
and religious institutions. 

V. Relations vritb the larger commun ity. 
A. Negro community becomes the locale for certain border ­

line activities . 
1 . Ecological position in reference to the community 

as a v1hole . 
2. Financial interests h elp to maintain these condi ­

tions . 
a . Interests of people outside of the Negro 

community . 
b . Interests of some within the community . 

3 . Political interests help to ~aintain these condi ­
tions . 

a . Political interests of people outsiae of the 
connnunity . 

b . Political interests of some \ithin the 
community . 

B. The pressu'."'e for chnnge . 
1 . '1over.i.ents for reform within the Negro comT"'unity. 
2 . Movements for reform from without . 



Sources of materials to be usei for the study. 

1 . Li ter<i ture in the field r>n1. a reviev· of previous studies 
such as : 

The Negro in Chicago . 
Chi cago Cormriission 011 '1ace HelRtions . 

Negro Rome Ownership. 
Monroe :'ork. 

The Negro Fani ly . 
E. Franklin Fraser . 

2 . Census material . 

3 . The use of personal intervievrn . 
(Some of the materi al gathered by Dr . Gosnell in his study 
of the Negro in politics . ) 

4 . 

5 . 

The use of data from various soci al ::, gencies . 
Connnittee of Fifteen. 
Urban League . 
gni ted ChRri tibs . 
hicago Crime ommission . 

Illinoi s Vi gi lance Committee . 

Government and nunicipal documents . 
Civil Service Commi ssion. 
Venereal Di sease Clinics 
Morals Court . 
Rte . 

6 . Newspaper f i le . 
The Chicego De f ender . 
The Chicago i-.lhi p . 
Dai ly papers . 

1915 - 1932 . 
1925- 1932. 



SCHEDULE I --- Room and Bea rd 

September 1937 to June 1938 

During this period Tirf work would be carried on at the University of 
Chicago and I would be living at home. Room and board would amount 
to approximately $75 a month . For nine (9) months . . . . ... .. $675 . 00 

June 1938 to September 1938 

During this period I would be working at the Library of Congress in 
Washington, and at the New York Eublic Library in New York. Room and 
board would amount to approximately $100 a month. For three (3) 
months • . . ........•.............• . . • . • . • .•• .. •• . • • . ••• • •. •.. $ 300 .oo 

September 1938 to December 1938· 

Field Work in New York City. Room and board approximately $100 a 
month. For four (4) months• • •• ••••••••••·••••• •• •• • • ••• • • • 400.00 

December 1938 to April 1939 

Thie p~riod would be spent in Field Work in three southern cities yet 
to be chosen. Room and board would amount to approximately $80 a month . 
For four (4) months .. .. ...• .. .... .. ...• . . . . .. . ..... .. . . .. . $320 .00 

April 1939 to September 1939 

The study would be organized and written in these remaining months . 
Room and board would amount to approximately $75 a month. For five (5) 
months •. • . •........... .. . . .. . . ... .... .. ... ..•. ... . .• . J... • ••• $375 . 00 

Total for Room and Board ......... . .. . .. $2070.00 

SCHEDULE II . ___ Clothing 

The estimate for clothing is based upon the following month_ly expend-
itures, 

Laundry 
Shoe Repairs 
Cleaning) 
Pressing 
Repairs) 
New Clothing 

$6 . 00 
2 . 00 

s.oo 

12. 00 

$~ 

For twenty- four months ..• •• . . •.. . . .... • • •..... . •... • .•.. • •.•.. . • •... • ~600 . 00 

SCHEDULE III - -- Insurance 

Insurance at $100 a year, for two years (For self and fam1.~y.) ..... . . 200.00 
r," 



SCHEDULE IV --- Tuition 

Three quarters at the University of Chicago at $100 a quarter . . .. .... $300 . 00 

SCHEDULE V --- Books 

It would be necessary to purch~se a certain number of the most indes­
pensible standard works and to obtain a great number of Governmental 
Reports , Year Books and Who ' s Who Publications , however it is impossi­
ble at the moment to estimate the number and expense of these items. 
I have already purchased a number of the standard works and Governmental 
Reports . And on the basis of this I would judge that for the two-year 
period approximately $75 would cover expenditures for this item. 

SCHEDULE VI --- Transportation 

This item cannot be stated exactly at the moment as the southern cities 
have not been chosen. The following amount of travel would probably 
be necessary: 

Chicago to Washington 
dashington to New York 
New York to Durham 
Durham to Charleston, S.C. 
Charleston to iit l anta 
Atlanta to Detroit 
Detroit to Chicago 

I would use my own car . Approximately 4000 miles would be travelled be­
tween the various cities and allowance should be made for about 1000 
miles within the cities. Allowing .05¢ a mile for maintenance and repair 
this item of the transportation cost would amount to .. .. .. $250.00 

Garage at the rate of $15 per month for the period in the field eleven 
(11) months would amount to .•. . ..... . . . . . . ..•. ......... . .. $165.00 

Garage at the rate of $7 . 00 a month for the period spent in Chicago 
thirteen (13) months •.•. ... •.. . ...... . ... . ........ • .•..... $ 91.00 

Total ... .. ........... ..... ••..... . ..... $506 . 00 

SCHEDULE VII --- Miscellaneous 

The following estimates are tentative and cover such miscellaneous 
items as can be foreseen at the moment: 

Typing manuscript . . •........ $100 
Stationary and supplies ..... 50 
Postage. .... .. ... .. ...... ... 15 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE OR PROJEf' •••• ••••• $3916.09 

I J 



Amount _Applicant can prov~des 

Although I do not have any cash to contribute I do have a car and would 
need only gas and oil for transportation. I also have a small library 
and collection of material which will obviate much expenditure for this 
item. In addition my wife will be able to give me some clerical and 
stenographic assistance . 

Amount requested from Funds 

As I do not know the policy of the Rosenwald Fund in granting fellowships 
I have hesitated to put down the total estimated cost of the study. I 
would be able to devote the entire stipend· granted in the manner out­
lined in the. above statement. 

If the total amount requested exceeds that which the Fund customarily 
grants I would, on the approval of the Fund, first attempt to obtain a 
personal loan, or reduce in some manner the scope of the study. 



LETTERS OF REFEPENCE 

Horace R. Cayton 

Dr . Louis Wirth, UniversitJ, of Chicago 

(1957) I have a very high regard for the candi date ' s intellectual 

ability and integrity. During my acquaintance with him I have been pleased 

to see him broaden his interests , perfect his ski lls of investigation and 

analysis , and mature his outlook. Mr. Cayton is a young man of attractive 

personality, a dili gent worker, and a person of sound judgment . He has a 

wide experience and good trai ni ng, combined v:i th shrewd insight and broad 

sympathies .· 

(1958) V,ith reference to for . Cayton ' s capacities, qualifications 

and promise, I can only repeat the comments I made in my original letter last 

year in support of hi s applicati on for a fellowship . I consider hi~ an 

unusually promising candidate . 

I am not competent to speak about the progress of his v:ork 

auring the last year , since I have not been in inti mate touch wi th it. 

I can say, however , that he has been the ,ost active agent 

in the community i n making available and interpreting the facts concerning 

the Negro housing situation in Chicago . If he is able to carry out the plans 

he has made for the year 1958-59 as indi cated on page four of hi s applicati on, 

a renewal of his fellov'ship would, it seems to me , be amply warranted. 

Dr . Robert Redfiel d, Uni versity of Chicago. 

(1937) I think very highly both of the candidate and the project . 

Among young Negro students of the Negro , he seems to me one of the best . He 

has an excellent grasp of the subject matter i n hi s field a~d of the princi pal 

problems in i t . In connecti on with t he superv ' si on of ;j~earch 

~~!t 
.,, 

work on thi s 
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Letters of Reference - Horace Cayton 

campus, he has shown en ability to assemble facts , to analyze them and 

supervise assistants as good as can be found among mature graduate students 

known to me . I would expect Cayton to take his place at the forefront 

of Negro sociologists . I wish especially to add that his depende.bility and 

efficiency have very much increased in the past two years , and that he should 

not be judged on the basis of his qualities several years ago. 

(1958) There is little I can add to what I said last year in support 

of the fellowship applications of Miss Ina Corinne BroTin and Mr . Horace R. 

Cayton. I regard them both as exceptionally qualified and promising students 

of the Negro . · My contacts rith U.r. Cayton during the past year have been 

rather casual . Uy impression is that he is succeeding in making his office a 

center of materials for the study of the American Negro . 

Mr . Lloyd \varner , University of (;hicago. 

Mr . Horace Cayton is making one of the most comprehensive and 

detailed studies that has been done of the northern Negro . It will compare 

favorably with Dr. Charles Johnson ' s earlier study of Chicago . He has made 

splendid progress on the study which will later be tu·rned into a doctor ' s 

thesis; however, he needs another year or two to complete the work. The 

research he is doing is important not only because of its results but also 

because of the methods he is using (combination of ecology, social structure , 

and statistics) . The work has not only scientific value but also is of a 

practical significance insomuch as he is beginning to devise means by which 

he can relate the results of the work to many of the critical problems of the 

Negro in Chicago . I am thinking particularly 9r the problem of housing, the 

~ 
L' 
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Letters of Reference - Horace Cayton 

many problems which are faced by the social agencies, and other inftitutions 

which deal with race relations . 

He has made satisfactory progress on his language r e~uireroents 

for his doctor ' s degree . 

Afterall it seems to me that the fundamental purpose of giving 

Rosemald fello, .. ships to Negroes is to more adequately prepare the cendidate 

for taking his place in the social ~orld around him and ma~ing his contribu­

tion to our knowledge or to the soluti on of some of the problems v.hich face 

the Negro . Wi th this in mind I believe it most important that Mr . Cayton 

be given another year . It seems to me that wi th the Negro becoming more and 

more urban we are going to need more people of Cayton' s qualifications to think 

about the Negro ' s problems and to help us to act more intelligently about them. 



•· • 

Mr. Raymond Paty 
Direotor of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald F'lmd 
4901 Ell is Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Mr. Paty: 

~ 4635 South Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, January 311 1938 

The following statement covers (1), my activities under the 
present fellowship, (2) the plans 'Which I would like to follow for 
the year 1938•39 in case my fellowship is renewed; and (3) a state­
ment of what I hope to follow as a career at'ter I have obtained my 
degree. 

I . Statement of Act~vities under the Present FellowshiR 

My work under the present fellowship can be divided into 
four interests. 

A. Research on my dissertation 

With the aid of wor kers on aw. P. A. project I 
have been able to make material progress on my research 
problem. I have gathered all available statistical 
data on the Negro in Chicago, as well as a mass 0£ in­
terview data and a number of life histories. This work 
has been carried on under the direction of Professor 
w. Lloyd Warner. The results of the research will, I 
believe, constitute a contribution (1) in that it will 
test Mr. Warner's hypothesis of caste and class in a 
northern urban situation; (2) it may make some methodo­
logical contribution to the problem of combining the 
techniques of social anthropology, sociology and stat­
istics, and (3) the materials from the research will 
be of use to persons with practical and remedial in­
terests in the Negro community. 

B. Preparation for foreie language examinations 

I have set as one of my tasks for this year the 
passing of my language requirements. To this ~d I ha~e 
been studying French for the past four months • As 
languages are very difficult for me I have ~~cured tho 
services of a tutor twice a week and haye puz;::~hased a 
set of linguaphone recordings. My French is ~rogressing 
very slowly but I fee 1 sure that ..I shall be ready .:to 
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take the examination in this language the next time it 
ia offered. ( in March.) 

I will then begin work on German and hope to be in 
a position to take this examinAtion either in the 
Spring or at the beginning of the next s chool year. I 
will.follow the same procedure in learning German. i.e . • 
hire a tutor and study with the aid of the linguaphone 
recordings. 

c. Interest in Community Pr2_blema 

1. The Houaillg Problem--

Although I had determined not to engage in any com­
munity activities I was drawn into the housing discussion 
through my research interests . I was first solicited for 
aid by Mr. George o. Fairweather who wanted material on 
the problem. As housing was a pressing community prob­
lem. and as I had pertinent material. I could not justify 
to myself an indifference to the situation. Proceeding 
on the assumption that Mr. Fairweather was interested in 
some remedial action £or the Negro community I prepared 
for him the following materia.l: 

a) Outline £or an extended research on the ques­
tion of housing in the Negro community show-
ing the relationship between housing conditions 
in this area and in other parts of the city. 

b) A plan for a limited dividend housing project 
£or the upper income groups of the Negro popu­
lation. 

c. A statement of £acts for members of the Board 
of Trustees of the University of Chicago on 
(1) the nature of the housing crisis in the 
Negro community; (2) the effect of the re­
strictive covenants, and (3) a plan £or stimu­
lation of private building, rehabilitation, 
and federal housing in the Negro community. 

After I became convinced that nothing constructive 
would develop from this relationship I felt it necessary 
to lay the £acts before as many per sons as possible so 
that they might realize the seriousness of the situation. 
To this end I engaged in the following activities: 

a ) Preparation of tour articles which/were pub­
lished in the December and January issues ot 
the Beacon and the Opportunity magtU:tnes. 
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b) Made a.pprox:imately thirty talks to social and civic 
organizations throughout the city. In addition I 
participated in two debates with Mr. Fairweather on 
oampus# where we disoussed the social desirability 
of the University1s real estate policy. 

c) The preparation of a statement of £acts and a con­
ference with the Chicago Housing Authority. 

d) Preparation of material concerning the Jane Addams 
Housing Project for the Chicago Rousing Authority 
and Miss Carr of Hull House. 

2. The Unemployment Relief Probl em-• 

On the request of Community leaders I prepared a study 
of the differential rate of return of Negroes and whites 
to private employment. This study was planned to answer 
questions revolving around the £act that 40 per cent of 
the present relief load in Chicago is Negro although 
Negroes constitute only about 7 per cent or the general 
~opulation of Chicago. It has as its purpose a survey of 
U) the availule supply of Negro labor in Metropolitan 
Chicago as indicated by the "employable" Negroes on the 
relief rollsJ (2) an estimate or the extent of possible 
re-employment of the group by private industry; and (3) 
the effect which their continued or inoreased migration 
from the South will have upon any possible equilibrium 
between the demand £or and the supply of Negro labor in 
Chicago. 

?his study has been submitted to the Works Progress 
Administration. If it is approved it will (1) provide 
valuable data £or ascertaining the role which the Negro 
i n Chicago will play in the program of private social 
organizations of the oonnnunity and in the relief situa• 
tion, and also will endeavor to appraise the possible 
harmful effects of a continued migration or southern 
Negroes to the North; (2) furnish work for two hundred 
Negroes and bring t200,ooo into the community in 
salaries. I will act only as a member of an advisory 
committee to this research if it is approved. 

D. The Revision and Completion of the Study or the Efi'eo~ 
o£ the Ne.r Deal and Negro Labor 

In 1934 I was associated with Doctor George Mitchell 
in the above study. Recently this study was approved £er 
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publication and it was necessary to bring the material 
up to date as field work was stopped in June of 1935. 

4. 

In addition it was necessary to revise the entire lllAnu­
acript in view of the suggestions which the various 
readers have made. The first two sections of the manu­
script are completely revised and ready for final typ­
ing and the new sections will be written within a 
relatively short length of time. 

II. Plans tor the Year 1938•39 

If my fellowship is renewed I would plan to accomplish the 
following things during the next year: 

A. Complete my research problem and write my dissertation. 

B. During the year I would devote six months toward pre­
paring for my preliminary examinations . 

c. In either the Spring or Summer quarter of 1938 I would 
ta.lee my preliminary examinations . This would mean that 
I would then have to take only my oral examinations on 
my thesis before receiving my degree. 

III. Plans £or the Future 

My general interest centers about a plan to combine both 
practical and theoretical research. I should like to be in a posi­
tion to do extensive research on the problems of the urban Negro of 
the North. Beginning with the present research of Chicago I should 
like to organize and catalogue all the data which we will gather and 
ma.lee it availabl e in a f'orm which would be of use to all persons ,ti o 
wish to do work on this subject whether theoretical or practical. 
During this year I have realized that there is not a single agency 
or organization. including the University of Chicago, that has any 
assembled and organized body of factual me.terial concerning the Negro 
population of tije city. 1£ such material were gathered at a central 
place, and made available to interested persona, this would provide 
a factual basis for the workillg out of such problemsas housing, re­
lief administration, public workers, and intra- state migration, in­
sofar as they concerned the Negro population. Such public agencies 
as the Chicago Relief' Administrat i on, the Chicago Plan Connnission, 
the United Charities, the Illinois State Employment Service, and 
many others, as well as students who wish to do research on the 
problem would find this of value. 

Sinoe I am familiar with this factual mater~ii I should 
like to aot as a teohnioal assistant to all public ag~ticies in the 
community that may have occasion to deal with the probl~m. The 
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usefulness of suoh a servioe may be indicated by the following ex• 
ample. On the West Side of Chicago there are two Negro communities 
about one mile apart. The Lake Street community has a population 
of 9,776 persons, and the Maxwell Street community. 13,320 persons . 
Between 1930 and 1934 there was a noticeable tendency for these two 
communities to grow together. If this movement continues, in a re­
latively few years the entire area will be predominantly Negro. 
This will affect such institutions as Hull House and the West Side 
Y.M.C.A. If those institutions are to successfully relate themselves 
to the population which they are supposed to serve, it will be neces­
sary for them to re-orientate their programs in terms of a Negro 
population. Knowledge of this £act, as well as a description of 1h e 
characteristics of the population and their problems could be given 
to these instit utions from our materials. 

My hope, then, is to establish a clearing house for mater­
ial on the Negro in Chicago and set up procedures so when new 
materials are gathered they can be included in the archives. I hope 
that after this plan is accomplished in Chicago, that it may be ex­
tended to other northern cities and finally, that an institute may 
be established to gather and release material on the Negro for all 
northern urban cities in the country. 

In addition to this "fact finding" I should like to make 
some theoretical researches on the material gathered. In this I 
would welcome the opportunity to present these researches in various 
universities and colleges. For example, if it were possible I would 
like to, £ram time to time, teach a course on the Urban Negro in 
the Sociology Departments of the University of Chicago, Columbia 
University and Fisk University. I should be able to present to aca­
demic research persons the theoretical implications of these materials. 
If formal courses do not prove possible, muoh of this material can be 
made available to such groups as the Race and Culture Seminar 0£ the 
University 0£ Chicago and the Raoe Relations Seminar at Fisk Univer­
sity. 

I £eel that I have ma.de considerable progress during the 
time that I have worked under the present fellowship1 both in the 
amount of field data gathered and in learning research methods. 
This, incidentally, is the first time sinoe leaving grammar grades 
that I have not had to completely earn my own living while I attended 
school, and my present fellowship the first fellowship I have ever 
held from a:ny institution. If I were to name what seems to me nry 
most important accomplishment during the year~ I should point to the 
£act that I was instrumental in two oases (in housing and in the 
relief-employment situation) to make some contribution toward raising 
a delicate and rather dangerous interracial question to ~factual 
level so that discussion could proceed in the realm of £acts rather 
than in terms of current racial prejudices. fL 

f~1 
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In view of the expenses which I have and will incur· in 
concluding my research. the expenses incidental to tulfilli:ng the 
language requirements and taking courses in preparation for my 
degree, and the family expenses I shall have for the co.ming year, I 
would like to request a renewal of my fellowship for the sum of 
$2.200 . 

Horace R. Cayton 

I 
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llr. Raymond Pa.ty 
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Chioa o, l l llnol 

Uy doar r. Paty1 

the followin~ stat ent cover• (1), my activities un4or the 
present tellonhipt ( 2) the plana ich I would like to follow for 
the year 1938• 39 :in ca~• my rollo,rc;hip 1• NtnGftdt end ( 3) a e~te• 
ment ot t I hope to follow ao a Oat"e(tr ttor I vo obtained rzy 
d grce. 

I . Stato:Jent ot Activit1•• undor th• P sent PellowahiJ? 

y lVOrk under the pre ont fellowship cub divided into 
four lnteroah . 

• sei.l"oh cm & dia•ertation 

rkera on aw. P. A. project I 
have 'been able to ~ter1al progresa on my res arch 
problem. I have gathered all o.vt.il&ble ata.tist1cal 
data cm the Ji ..,ro in Chicaco, well as a a.as ct 1n. 
t•nin data and a number ot U.f'e hlotor1••• This vrork 
haa been carried on under the diNotion ot Profeeeor 

• Lloyd aruer. !'he re ult• oft rHearah will, I 
believe, oonstttut• a contribution (l) 1n that 1t 1d.ll 
teat Ur. , rnor' a b~othesla of oasto aDd ol eu in a 
northern urban eitua.tionJ (2) it may oako 1omo 1t1ethodo­
logical contribution to the problea of eo inlng the 
tochn1quea ot •ocial anthropolo 7, •ociole!.)Y and et t• 
ictioe, and (3) the iaateriale from the resea.roh will 
be ot uee to pereona with practical and remedial in-
t ere t8 in the llegro OonrJUnity. 

B. Prepan.tion !or foreign 1.anfua.r,e exaninati..2!:!, 

I have oet a• azte of' -.y ta ka tor this year the 
pua 1ng of my l~ag• reouir ent • To thi• eu4 I hi.ve 
beeu 1tud.ying P're.n.oh f'o1 tbe pe.at four months . la 
language• are very dU'tioult for me I ba"fe aequred. th• 
aenioea o~ a tutor twice a week and havo pur~1od • 
•et ot li~uaphone recordings. 1 French is pt.ressi.n{; 
very 1lowl7 but I reel aure that I shall be r ady to 



Mr. l'.ay.moild Paty • 1/31/36 

tlllc\l tho eza?nimtion in thia lanf".'tlage the next tme it 
1a ot£ered, (iu arch.) 

I will the.a b•gin work on Ger.::-an lind hope to be in 
a poa1tion to take trda ex.mination either in tb♦ 
Spring or at the b•ginning of the nut aolaool ye&r. I 
will follow the aame prooedure 1n lea.mi~ German, 1.e ., 
hir• a tutor 'and st-udy with the &id ot th• l 1llgU phone 
reco rdin <-a. 

C. Intor~at in Commum. tl Pt:2,bl_!,!!, 

l . Th• liou11Ilg froblem- -

Although I had determined not to en.cage in any oom­
:sunity aotlvitie1 I waa drawn i hto the hou11ng diecu1aion 
through my research intoreata. I wa.1 N.r at sollc1ted tor 
aid b7 i:r. Georg• o. Fairweather co ..nted material on 
th• proble. u houeing ._. • presa.:nc cC>nimnity prob• 
lem, and. a• I b.Ad pertinent material, l could not juatify 
to raya•lt an 1hdlttereno• to the situation. Proceeding 
on the nasumption that llr. Fail"ffltathor as inteu1ted in 
&OJM reMd.ial e.ction for the llegr o COJllmunity I prepared 
tor him the f'ollowu.ig material , • 

a) Outline £or an extended r o oa.rch on tho ques­
tion of hous1ug in the liegro o0li1:n\ln1ty ehow-
1ng the rolation1h1p bet-weeu hou•1ne conditions 
in thi1 ar• and. 1u other parts of the city. 

b) A plan for a limited d1v1dend housing project 
for the upper in~ome gr upe of th• Ke,:r o popu­
lo.tion. 

c . A etate.ment of :f'aote for snqmbera of the oard 
of trustee• ot the Uniwraity ot Chicago on 
(l) the nature or the hOU8ing cri d a in the 
ne o oomunit;ys (2) the etteot of the Nr 

etrlotiff oovonanta, and (3) a pl an for stil:i.u-
1At1on or prhato building, rehabilitation, 
and federal bouei?Jg in the Begro oommunity. 

After l bee~ conrlnoed that nothln~ co~truotiff 
woul d defflop f r om th.1.a rel ationship I rolt 1t necesaary 
to lay the fact• before u Dmy per1on9 ao poa•ible ao 
that they mcht. realise the ••rloueneaa c,£ tho eitU&tion. 
fo t~1s end I engaged in the Coll ~ not1rltioa: 

, ) Pnparation ot !'our artlQJ. • ~h 'W8re pub­
liahed 111 the Deo«nbcr and J'an~tf; is:auoa ot 
th& lloacon and the °t'fortunitz ~es inea:. 



s. 

b) e approxh:lately thirty talk8 to soolel and civio 
or nni&at1ona throughout the city. In addition I 
particlpatocl 1n two debates nth r . F il"lt'eather on 
c~pua, where we dieouseod the 10eial deeinb111ty 
of th 'O'nivereity' a real eatate polioy. 

c) !he preparation ot a stateitellt of .faotis and a 0011-!­
ference with the Chiongo Rouai Authority. 

d) !Preparation of terial cono ming the J Adde.ca 
llcua1 Projeot for th• Chioqo Hou inz Authorit7 
an.a 'iae Carr or Hull ftouae. 

2. !h iUnemplo ttt R lief' Probl 

On the r gu at of Community leader• I prop red a atudy 
of the differential rato or roturn ot JI croe1 and whi to• 
to private l~t. Thie tudy • plannod to c.nner 
question• r•volvin& rou!ld the faot that •o r oent ot 
the present r lier load in Chicago 11 Jegro although 
egrooa ooutituto only about 1 per cont of tha general 

ec,pulation or Chioago. It bAa aa ita urpoae a euney ot 
U) th ft.11.able aupply of J• ro labor in trcpolitan 
Chio o a• 1ncii~ated b7 tho •• i)loyable" llegroes on tho 
rellet'roll•J (2) an e1timate of the extent of poasibl• 
re-e . loyment or the sroup by pr1vat 1nduatry1 and (3) 
the oftkt which their ocmtinu d or increased gratlon 
tro the South will have upon any oaalble equilibrium 
between the deoand ror and the supply of ogro labor 1n 
Chicago. 

1'h1* etua, has beon au mi tted to t orlca ProgreH 
Adm1n1atration. It 1t i• approTed it will (l) provide 
value.bl• data for aaoertainiDG the role Which t e •~ro 
b Chic o will pla7 in th pro ra:i ot prl te aooial 
o:rgan11ationa or the c u ity and in tho relief 11tua• 
ticn, and al10 w1ll ond vor to appraiee th• poeei~l• 
hanttul etfeota ot a continued miero.tion of southern 
egro.• to the ortb.s (!) turni1h work for two hundred 
egroea and brl~ 200, 000 into the comriunity in 

aaWi•• • I Will aet only aa a mber or an advieory 
co;mlttce to this r a rcb it it ie apprond. 

D. Th• Redaion and Completion ot the Study ot the f!'eota 
of the n beai and e,i;ro f.ioor -

In 19M I u ocic.ted with Doctor orge !Mitchell 
in the above atudy. ooently thi1 tud7 wu appiov.a tcr 



publioatton and it wu necessary to bri12g t he terlal 
up to date aa field 'WOrk ina etop~ed in June of 18~5. 
In a.ddi t1on it waa neoeasary to revise the entii-. iill!U1ll• 

eoript 1n Tiew of tho sugce1tione which the T rioua 
readero have • ads . Tho first two sections of the manu• 
sor1pt are Q<xmplately revised and roady f or final typ­
ing and the new seotion1 will be written within a 
rolatively ehort length of time. 

II. Plans tor the Year l938• S9 

If my fellouehip is renewed I would plan to aco liah the 
following thing• during the next years · 

A. Complete~ rese•roh problem and m-itc -my disGertation. 

s. Duriug the year I would dovote d% months to rd pre• 
parin& for my preliminary examination,. 

c. ln either tho Spr~ or S~r quarter of 1938 I 11'0ul4 
take r:t'/ preliminary exminationt . Thie would mea:i that 
I would then have to take ouly my oral examinAtioc• on 
my thesis be.fore reoeivinc; cy degree . 

Ill . Pl ans £or the Future 

JI.;/ general intareat oeAtere about a plan to combine both 
practical and theoretical roaearch. I should like to J• in a po~i-
1:;ion to do extensive research on tho problema ot the urban legro of 
the North. Begilllli~ with the preaont reaoaroh ot Chioaro I ehould 
Uk& to ort:;aniz. and catalo&ue all the data "'ilhioh we will ~ather and 
make it aTail&bl• in a form which wuld be of UH to all poraorus 1h o 
wieh to do ork on thie subject whether theoretical or praotioal. 
During this year l have realized t hat t here i• not a a~l• ~•no1 
or organ11ati on~ inoludi~ tho Un1veraity of Chieago, that ha.a UJ.Y 
asaembled and or&anitod ~ody or factual icaterial concerning t h• eero 
popule.tion of tlie city. If auch material were gathered at a central 
plaoe, and mde available to interested perGont, th1a would provide 
a factual ua.oie for the working out of •uch probleuias hou•iDg, re .. 
lier ~"ttinistrati on, public ,rorkers, and intr&• $tate mgrat1on, in­
•orar aa they oonoern.e<l the fiogro population. Suoh public ageDc1e1 
•• the Chicago Relief Adl:dn1strat on, the Chieaco Plan CoJICi.saion, 
the Unitod CharitiH, the Illinois State Lk1pl oyment Sorvico, and 
many others, u well aa students who wish to do research on the 
problem would f1n4 thil or ,ralue . 

Sinoe I aa fat:.iliar with thie faotual ma&j~1al 1 should 
like to act u a teohnioa.l aaa1atant to all publ i a Bnoieo in the 

I 

co.cm.unity t t o.t ay have oeouion to deal with the p lem. fh• 
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uaofuln•es or such a. tJorvioe r.iay bo indicated by the f'ollo~ ox• 
uple. On the ~ Ht Sido of Chicar;o th re o.ro two Necro comr.m ties 
about one m1le apart. The Lake Street community luu a population 
0£ 9. 776 persona , and the ~11 Street cnr.t:n.Ulity, 13. 320 poraon.s. 
lletffl,en 1930 and 1934 there -was a noticeable tondency for these two 
communities to grow togethsJ' . It thia move. ent continue■, in a re­
latively few year• tho entire are• will b& predominantly Negro . 
Thie will ai'!'ect auoh institutiona u ull HouGe Cl1ld the West Side 
y •• c.A. It tho•• inatitutiona ar• to euooo•ef'ully relate the:mael vea 
to the population which they are upposod to serve. it will bo necea• 
sary tor th to re-or1ente.te their progre.::ia in terma or a Nero 
population. Knowledge o!' th: e fact, as iell ns a d•eorlption or th• 
cho.racteriatioa of the populat on and their probleJU oould be giwu 
to th••• inoti~utiona trom our Jna.teriala -

My hope, thez1, ia to establish a clearing house for mater­
ial on the Necro ln Chica o and set up prooedW'•• ao when ncnr 

torials are bathered thoy oan be inoluded in thei arohivea . I hope 
that after this plan 1a aooompliehed in Chioae;o> that it tJAy be e~­
tende4 to othor orthern oitiee end finally, that an institute ray 
be establi.ahed to gatl~er and releaae material on the Negro tor a.11 
northern ur}!an citiea in the oountry. 

In addition to this •raot :tindi.~" 1 ahoulu. like to make 
acme theoretical re earchoa on the material r,athered. . ln thia I 
w~uld weloomo tho opportunity to present these researches in various 
u 1..-eraitioa and colloces. For exu1.2le, if it wore possible I wo~ld 
like to, tram ti• to time, ;eaoh a courae on the Urban Nero in 
the Sooiology Departments or the Univerait;y or Chicaco, ColU!'!lbia 
University and Fhk Univerlity. I ahould be able to preatmt to aoa­
de~io research perscnt th• theoretical implic tio:na or thea• material•• 
Xt tormal ourooa do not prov• po11ibl•• i:moh oft 1, material can be 
!ll&do available to 1u_ch group• as the Raoe and Culture Se illAT of the 
Ur.J.veraity ot Ch1ce.e;o and the Raco Rela.tioDa Se ir.ar at ., i•k Univer­
aity. 

I !'eel that I have made oonsidere.bl• progreaa during the 
tin., that I have worked under the present fellowship, both in the 
amount of' tield data gathered and in loarnlng :researoh methode. 
1'hia, incidentally, 1a the first tii:e sinco leaving gH1Z!:Z:tar grad•• 
that I have not had to cmnpletely earn 1lzy" own living while I attended 
school. and my pre•ent fellonhip the first fellowship I have eYer 
held trca. any institution. It I were to .neme wnat teems to me m:, 
most important aocompliab:ment during the year, I should point to the 
raot that I Wl\s instrumental i:1 two ca.sea (in housing and 1n tM 
relief ploym.ent aituation) to mk:e aomo contribution tolfllrd ra.iaing 
a delicate and rather d&llc.,vroua intcrraoial question to a raotual 
level eo that discussion oould proceed in thtt realm or fa tis rathel' 
than in tenaa of oun-ent rao1&1 prejudioea . 



In view of the expensea w ioh l heve and will incur in 
concluding ?rlY research# tho expense• inoidental to .tultilli.DG the 
lauguage requiremont• and taking oour aes in preparation for my_ 
degreo., and the family eAp'1nses I shall have for the cominr: year., l 
would like t~ reque$t a renenl of my t•llowship for tho sum 0£ 

2,200. 

Yours vory truly 

; / 
~,ora.ce R. Cayton 

6. 



Mr. Raymond Paty 
Director of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Foundation 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 

My dear Mr. Paty 

Horace R. Cayton 
4635 South Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Feb . 3, 1938 

I find that I have failed to mention the persons who 
are acquainted with my work during this year. I 
would like to refer you to Doctor Louis Wirth and 

~ octor W. LloYS Warner of the University of Chicago, 
and ·ooetor Charl es S....Joimeen of Fisk University • 

• , f,! ~ ¢ 

Yours very truly 

~a~~ 
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FELLOV/3HIPS 

April 16, 1938 

Dear 1lr. Clll!,on: It is a pleasure to inform 
you that you have been se­

l ect ed by the Colnlllittee on Fellowships of the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund to receive a r enewal grant 
of Fi fteen hundred dollars (el,500) to assist you 
1n carrying forward your study of sociology in 
accordance with the pl an of work ~hich you sub­
mitted to our Committee . 

A plan covering t he details 
of payments Wlder this grant w1ll be arranged to 
f i t your particular needs. 

Please let us know at once 
if you accept this ~r ~\t. An official announce­
ment of the Commi ttee' s selections for t he year 
will be made soon and can include only those from 
whom accept ances have been received. 

PJ> : McK 

Mr. Horace Cayton 
4635 South Wabash Avenue 
Chi cago, Illinois 

Very truly~ura, 
RAYMOND H. PATY 



HORACE R. CAYTO~ ... f ELLOWSJ-lf~':>; 

Apri 
25th 
1938 

__ i ___ ----·)·-~ --!----! 

- I ' • 
-·--· --•·••· ----·- ----] 

I 

My dear Mr. Paty 

I accept with pleasure the appointment for 
fellowship for the year 1938-39. 

I will be ve ry pleased t o abide by the sug­
gestions which you and Mr. Enl.~made to me 
the other a f'ternoon. 

Yours very truly 

Horace R. Cayton 

Mr. Raymond Paty 
Director of Fel lowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago. Illinois 



.Tune 50, 19~8 

De8r Mr . C&yton; The enciosel check f or 
t550 repr'"sents the i'ioel 

payment on your f ellowship grant of $1,800 for 
1957-58 . For your i nformation a schedule of t he 
p::,ymt nts !r.!..C.e on this gr ~nl. i s given below; 

August 9, 19f7 - - - - - - -$100 .00 
September 50, l 9S7 - - -- - 450.00 
December 16> 1937 - - - - - 450. CO 
Y~rch ~l, 1958 - - - - - - - 450.00 
June oo, l938(Enclcsea) - - ~SO. GO 

t 1.aoo.oo 

Kindly let r.ie kno~ ho·v you 
• oul d like t o r £:ce.ive your Jrt.nt of $1,500 f or the 
coming year. 

DE:AU 

Mr. Ho~ace R. Gavton 
4655 soutti",ra_,;:;t Avenue 
Chicbgo1 I llinoi s 

Ver;,, t r uly y ours , 

Dr. 



To 

Mr. Horaco R. Cayton 

4655 South Wabech Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 6809 

Date June ZO, 19 8 

Final payment on fellowship granted ,/15/57 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 550. 00 

k . /!l 7!'il 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Ne6 ro ?'ello•ships 36- 51 $550 .00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AJ.l 
Comptroller 
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HORACE R. CAYTON 

Hr . George }.:. Reynolds 
,irector of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Chicago , Illinois 

My dear J r . Reynolds 

September 
28th 
1 9r3- s,....1--

G-i',F? 

! ,~ 1 J_ --

0 

i I I i-1-- -,---1, t 
.;.__...:.. _________ .........._.,, __ ,.__ 

I regret extremely that I have not been able to come to 
see you but I have been suffering f rom a severe cold 
for some time and upon the advice of my physician I have 
remained indoors as much as possible. He further 
advises me that I should try to go away innnediately for 
a week or so and take a rest . I , therefore , will be out 
of town for the next week and a half or tuo .,eeks . 

I realize that you wish to complete the plans for all of 
your fellows for the coming year and in view of the fact 
that I will not be able to see you soon, I would like 
to make the follouin6 suggestions for my fellowship . 

Last Spring, in talking to Lr . Embree , I stated that I 
uould complete my languages before I started on my new 
fello\lship grant . I have been able to complete one of 
my lan ;uages and am .rell on the way with the other but 
have not met the agreement which I made . I have , how­
ever, written up aoproximately four hundred pages of 
manuscript which will be used for rny dissertation and 
have cleared up two of my course re1uirements since I 
talked to i·r . E,moree. As I have such a good start on 
my thesis I would like to take the next two months to 
complete the first draft of it and finish up my other 
language. 

until that time , with the permission of the Fund , I will 
not draw on my new allotment . Fortunately, I am in po­
sition to maintain myself during that period . I hope 
these plans will meet with your a-Jproval. 

I will call your secretary for a:9point:-:ient just as soon 
as I return. 

Yours very truly 



FELLOyYp LLJ.PS 
HORACE R. CAYTON V 

Ur. George M. Reynolds 
4900 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois . 

My dear Mr. Reynolds: 

4635 Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 
October 28, 1938 

On my return I phoned you at your office and found that you 
were out of the city. I hope that you will be able to give 
me an appointment on your return so that we might go over 
my fellowship situation. 

As I indicated in my last letter to you, there is certain 
work I wanted to complete before beginning this year ' s 
fellowship. In addition Mr. Warner, with whom I have been 
working, has become suddenly ill and has requested that I 
help him on an important study for a period of a month or so. 

I would, therefore, like to request that the Fund allow me 
to wait for a period of six months before accepting my 
fellowship so that I can complete this small job for Mr . 
Warner and remove my one remaining language requirement. 
It mi ght interest you t o know that I have written about 450 
pages on my thesis manuscript, and with my language completed 
I feel confident of securing my degree by the end of the 
fellowship . 

I wish to express to you and t he Fund my appreciation for 
the help in the past and feel sure that if it is possible 
to make such arrangements I can keep all obligations under 
the grant. 

HRCtJJ 

Very truly yours, 

li~4~ 



FELLOV✓Sl-l\PS 

tfovember 7 , 1958 

Dear '1,: . Cayton: I have read ui th intere;st your 
letter of October 28 i n vlhich 7ou 

say thnt you do not ?:ish to begin work ru:der the 
terms of your fell m'lShi? for about si..~ Months. I have 
discussed this r::intter with ?.lr. -:i:mbree, and it will 
be sati3factory for you not to begin before that time. 
"i'e will \lant you to get in touch -;;i th us at t..11.e end 
of that period and advis0 us reg1.r:!ine ~,our plans. 

I shall be delighted to sec you 
at any ti.me that you can coiae by t.'le office. I shall 
be out a. good deal a.11rins the next few weeks so it 
would be \'tell for you to :.elephoue fo:- an appointnent. 

GUF.: LlLU 

_ Mr. Horace R. Caytgu 
465S Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, I llinois 

Very truly yours , 

GEORGc M. Rrv~'.OLDS 

D 1>4 



HORACE R. CAYTON 

FELLOWSH:P: ., 

Mr. Geor ge M. Reynol ds 
Director of Fellowships 
Rosenwald Fund 
4900 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

My dear Mr. Reynolds: 

----
4635 Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 
November 11, 1938 

-
Thank you very much for your letter of November 7th. 
I appreciate more than I can say the consideration 
which the Fund has given me in allowing me to wait 
six months before trucing up my fellowship . This will 
allow me to complete the work which has arisen due to 
circumstances quite beyond my control. 

I would like very much to have an opportunity to talk 
to you, but as you indicated that you will be busy for 
the next few weeks , I will phone you after that time . 

Yours very t~ 

~.fyto~ 



Ube Ulni\?erait~ of <tbicago 

Mr. George M. Reynolds 
Director of Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4900 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Mr . Reynolds : 

IDepartment ot R ntbropoiog)? 

April 1 , 1939 

I G/AR l~ -
l--l 
1- -

-· .1 0 

--

At the request of your office I am giving you a statement of my 
activities while a Fellow of the Julius Rosenwald Fund during the 
academic year, 193?- 38. My activities during the period of my fellowship 
fell under three general headings: { l) research and fu.rther study, 
(2) revision of a manuscript for publication, and (3) activity in the 
field of housing. I will comment on these three things briefly. 

(1) I was able to define the problem which I intend to use for 
my doctor' s dissertation. I am enclosing a copy of the Bul letin for 
Social Research in which there is a summary of the talk that I gave for 
that organization, entitled "The Problem, and Objective Methods of Study 
of the Negro Community in Chicago." In this paper I have outlined the scope 
of the study as well as the methods which I hope to employ in analyzing the 
problem. I can, if you wish, submit a much more lengthy paper which deals 
with this subject and from which the present article is in condensation. 

During this period, also , I began preparation for my preliminary exami­
nation, covering the fields of community organization and institutions , and 
the f ield of general historic sociology. 

(2) I was able , during the year, to revise and bring up to date a 
manuscript on Negro labor which had been written some years· ago . This work 
is now being published by the University of North Carolina Press and should 
be released any day. I collaborated in this study with Dr. George Mitchell, 
now Assistant Administrator of the Rural Resettlement in the Department of 
Agriculture . Because of Dr . Mitchell ' s pressing duties , it was necessary for 
me to revise not only my section, but his as well . In my own section I wrote 
three additional chapters dealing with the devel opment s ince 1935. 

(3 ) Although it was not strictly in l ine of my duties as a fell ow, the 
fact that I was working with certain population data dealing with housing 
problem drew me in the general controversy over housi ng which C81l18 to a head 
l ast year. During the period I wrote f our articles on this problem (Oppor­
tunity Magazine, December 1937 and January 1938, and the Beacon , December 
193? and January 1939). I estimate that I have alked before about s ixty 



April 1, 1939 

different gr oups whi ch i ncluded: t he Chi cago Housi ng Authority , t he Board 
of Trustees of the Uni ver si ty of Chi cago, the Ci ty Council of the Ci ty of 
Chicago , and the Judicial Committee of the State Legisl ature. I served on 
committ ees , as a person with knowledge and factual material , which waited 
on members of the City Council , the Mayor, the Governor, and various members 
of the State Legislature . 

I feel that during this time I ma.de a small contribution i n that I was 
able to bring some f actual material to the controversy, and to sharpen 
public opinion, both in the Negro community and throughout the city. to the 
importance of this problem. 

Yours very truly, 

Horace R. Cayton 



Fr-, LO' ,.., ,~ 1 JI r"'l ...... t.L vv0r1 d ... ~ 
Ube 'Ulni\?ersit}2 of <tbfcago 

li>epartment of Rntbropolog)? 

Mr. George M. Reynol ds 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chi cago , Illi nois 

My dear Mr. Reynolds: 

f'; 

A rlL~tluv o I 
_=, li-~-1~~ =--1, 

I -1--1--_ ~~·---- I -

I pl an to f i nish all of my obligations to Mr . Warner 
by July 15th. I have been advised to take at l east a 
month' s vacation, end my wife and I have planned a trip 
which wi ll take us away from the city duri ng t hat time . 
This month will give me an opportuni ty to work on my other 
l anguage , so that I wi ll have all of that out of the way 
by next year. When I return, approximatel y September 15th , 
I would l ike to begi n work on my fell owshi p. 

Next year, I pl an t o t ake one or t wo courses with 
Dr . Warner , al though I have all the course wor k necessary 
for my degree . The r est of the time will be devoted to 
writing up a portion of t h is pr esent research for my 
di ssertation, under the direction of Dr . Warner , and study­
ing for my prel i minary exami nat i ons . 

I have written Dr. Warner to t his eff ect and he will, 
no doubt , get in t ouch with you . 

rs very t~, 

Horace R. Cayton 

HRC :EC 



FELLOV\/Sl-HPS 
Ube Ulni\?erstt~ of (tbtcago 

1Pepartment ot Soctologl? 

Mr. George Reynolds 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Mr . Reynolds: 

I am l eaving this week for a vaoation trip 
and will be gone approximately two months. I have 
saved just enough meney to take a third olass passage 
to Europe and I expeot to spend one month in the German 
speaking section of Belgium working on my language. 

I have resigned from the Works Progress 
Admi nistration and will have nothing but a purely ad­
visory relationship to the project which will be 
definitely limited to one hour a week. I have no other 
obligations and am determined to engage in nothing but 
t he task of fulfilling my requirements for a degree 
during the next academic year. 

I am sorry to admit that I QS.Ve not passed 
-..ElY German ~!.t as I had'""promised Mr. Embree I would do 
before I accepted the Fellowship. I hatve tried to 
study but t his job has been so large that I just have 
not had t he time or energy. I feel that I can, in the 
month that I spend abroad, pick up enough of the lan­
guage to pass the examination . I would like to request 
the indulgence of the Fund in this matter for when I 
return in October I will have to depend upon the Fel­
lowship for support. If it is possible , I would like 
to have the first quarterly amount of the Fellovtship 
(or it can be arranged in monthly payments if tl:'e Fund 
prefers) on October 1st. 

Let me thank you for the many kindnesses 
you and the Fund have shown me in the past. 

hro/tc 

~ rul 

Horace R. Cayton 

fl 



FELLOV✓S1-II PS 

July 14, 1959 

Dear Mr. Cayton: In the absence of 

Ilr. Reynolds I am answering 

your letter of Juzy 15. The plans you report 

seO!ll to me excellent. We stand ready to begin ~ ­

ment on your fellowship on October las you sugeest. 

Our best wishes for a p1easant visit in Europe and 

for a very successful year at t he University . 

Very truly yours, 

ERE:JW 

Mr. Horace Rb GIY~:n:: •· • ,,. 
Department of Sociol0g1 ~ 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago, I l linois 



{COPY) 

(COPY) 

Chicago Urban League 
3032 South ,,abash Avenue 

Chicago, Illi nois 

J uly 14, 1939 

Mr. Hor ace Cayt on 
4635 s. Wabash Avenue 
Chicago 

Uy dear Mr . Cayton , 

{COPY) 

Office of' 
Execut ive Secretar y 
A. L. Foster 

I have been reading "Bl ack Workers am t he New Unions .. , and 
wish to comment on a stat ement which appears on pages 403-494. 
In this statement you use the Chicago Urban League to illus• 
trate your point t hat the Urban League movement "has on several 
occasions made verbal statements in support of trade unions 
and then sponsored counter activities in critical situations" . 
You rolated to the controversy over the Negr o pullman porters 
movement and imply that this organizat ion repudiated Mr. Jones ' 
statement of' endorsement, and that this repudiation resul ted 
in the Pullman Company making a contribution to the Chicego 
Urban League. 

In these statements you do not relate the facts. Records of 
this of fice and also of' the Pullmn Company will show that 
the Chicago Urban L$ague did not receive a contribution from 
the Pullman Company in 1926; had not r ecei ved such a contri­
bution for several years; has not received a contribution since 
that time. As a matter of f'act, no contribution has been re­
ceived by this organization from the Pullman Company since I 
became its Executi ve Secretary in 1925 , and as t a r as we are 
able to determine, the Company made only one gift and that was 
in the earl iest history of the Urban League movement in thi s 
city. Inci dentally, instead of repudiating Mr. Jones' state­
ment, we went on record as approving i t . On pages 406 and 
407, in writing of t he recent attempt to orgbnize tho steel 
industry, you stat e that "so antagonisti c was that organiz• 
ation (t he Chicago Urban League) that i ts officers not onl y 
r efused t o aid the campaign , but activel y wor ked against it . " 
Thi s statement is entirel y false. No offi cer nor ooipl oyee 
of t his organizati on has at any time been authorized to issue 
any stat ement against the unionization of steel workers , or 
to wor k activel y t o prevent it, and we can readil y prove t hat 

(COPY) 



(COPY) (COPY) 

........ #2 To r. Cayton July 14, 1939 From A.L. Foster 

~iHHt 

The League did not oppose this movement. It may interest you 
further to know that the Chicago Urban League did not or-
ganize any of the Workers ' Council s , referred to i n your state­
ment. 

You could easily have ascertained these facts by conferring with 
me or responsible officers of this organization. I hate to 
think that you would deliberately vilify the Chicago Urban 
League, or that you woul d knowingl y mis-represent f acts which 
appear in a book which will be· used nidely by students of 
economic and l abor problems, labor loaders, etc. 

Obviously, this matter cannot go unchallenged, and I think 
that it is only fair for me to state that I am asking our 
Board of Directors to take formal action which will bring 
about the proper adjustment. 

Very respectfully yours, 

(Signed) 
A.L. Foster 

(CC for Mr. Earl B. Dickerson) Executive Secretary 
President. 



• ·• L. i-~ooter, xecutive ecr.to.r7 
Chicago Ur uv1w.wa 
3032 uouth 1 oh YenU4a 
C"a1Cll(iO, !l.linol• 

~ d ~ . Foat r, 

5'100 Prairie ATenuo 
Cbioa.go, lllino1a 
July l "11 1939 

l • gl ad to et yo11r l•ttor ot July 14. In lg.els orker9 
~ !!1! J_ ,1110!39 l tr1od to do a comcientioue Job ot reaourch, ad 
conn.inly did not. ieh to d.elib r tely vilify the Ohicugo Orban 1, que. 
'l11• ••~ to which 7011 r ter cono riling tho orao.niiaticm or th• >ull• 
•n Portaro io on page 404 ot my book • taken tro:11 pero and Harrie, 
!!\! i:aot .o.rk t (PP• 141•143), • 1• 1n41c tod by tootno'to 40. • 
para Nph_ parapb ••• upero and Harrio • account und in it thoX'e arc iwo 
direct quot t1on•• Ae ttie book baa boon recogniaed nd accepted e 
o.n ot th outet nd booke on gro labor, pu})lishod in l9Sl, it aoca 
to \ t obJootS.Ono to their repreueltt t1ona •oul.d have on •d• pub• 
lio at. • timo ot u .• public tion. Although I eoarcbod tho literature 
thoro hly I round no retutaU.on ot thi• story. Ae the curierial i• 
quotfJd directly tr t t publication, at I acknowl~god in the toot• 
not • uourc. or he teri.Dl, I c no~ teel e.n1 reapol'lU1bUity tor 
havin ed u . I •atreesely orry if th1e doea not r 1,>on the taot• 
of th• ca • • but l urpr1aod \ t it baa boen allO';led to go WlChallenged 
until now. In any • this &r£WAent i• v1th poro nd rio and the 
Univ,u•tti\J ot· Colu:lbia Pr•••• • l took no autbority 1'roo the eti:itoc nt 
in quo i'ftg 1t. 

Th• refer c o po.gee 406-40'1 • to th lll\t.ngoniotlo attitude 
ot aombore of th• Chi go Urban IAague tollaJ'd th• organbati:m in eteel 
S.e doc nted on i-s•• 407 and 408. Thia DJ.terial quoteu roeponeible 
otticor of JOur org nbation. ootnote 47 at the bottw::i ot page 408 tttnte1 
tbatt 

I euppo•• I ehould h ve inf'oreed )'O\l that • T. nold Hill ot the 
national ottico ia not 1n accord with th• content• ot my letter, &&ncl 

:r .. 1. r th strongly t t I ahould not ha.Te cOl:S!lit.ted thie ott1ce 
to the OPffl ahop polioy ot tho steel inctunry. 



• L. Foster 
Chicago Urbun La 

Pag• Two 
JulJ 17, 1931 

~ int. rp tation ot thb £lAter1al b th...t it r•preseute4 n antaconi1tio 
a.ttitud 'to1rtu•d tho organhat1on ot egJ"oeiin the steel iadu try. fllie 
ia, I ro 11,, a ttor of interpret tion, but it ia ono whioh, I l>•line, 
• ro onabl• pereon oould ko. 

like to call your tterit1on -to paragraph one on page 4ll 
•• 

Th Chioa o branch chac d, to en •xt•nt, ite attitude and nd • L. oltes-, 
e.ucuU.v• a cret. ry of h branch, • a publio atilt t, 1n a\lpport. 
ot the teel orkere• gttni_li,n, 0 :t.t••• He appoared (with Ven A. 
D1ttner, dirootor ot the Chi go ar ) the proanua ot a ma•• •n• 
1ng to draw more wor>.ens into the union. 

I ney 1ntereated in get.ting th r ot.1ona ot a u ber ot p reane 
tOW3r t.n terial in the book, I would w lo any critioi a or 
comment, you would ecre to ~ e on oth r aeotione ot t!1• work. l believe 
tmt in tho future it will bo noo e 1-y t o clear =ch or th wldl d think• 

ng w ioh ha• cbllractor1sect dieousaione " uniona a union activ1tJ 
in the lo ro oa:m:unit1• It ie flJ hopo 'ibat this work iolt pro•ok d1t• 
daaaion• lbicll will, to u extont, •ccmnpliah thit. ln •1•• ot tbi• I 
am moat nxioua to & t your reaction to th• g n r- l tho•i• •h1ch •• have 
outlined 1n the at udJ • 

HORAC! l . r.Ano 

HRC/b 



HORACE R. CAYTON 
46!5 f§U&i1 jllcti I la llll'lll4· 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

July 17, 1939. 

l_lf _f, ~ 

Dear ?.fr . Embr ees I 
Thank YQ.!l!_fo!'_J9~r __ l ~tter .!_ It ~Q..r~inly­

will my vacation more enjoyable to know that I will 
have the fellowship waiting £or me. I ho~ that I 
will not £all down on another such obligation. 

I am enclosil}g a letter which I received 
from Mr . A. L. Foster which might interest you. 

Yours very truly, 

~K~. 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue F.-"LI Q' t, !" LJ ! 0~ 

CHICAGO t_ t- '-,\'vi lit V 

To Payment Voucher No. 289 

leetern Union Telegraph Company Date Septe?:ibi,r ~8 . 1959 

Payment to bl- wi r ed to Y.r. Hor ace Caytoo, Tudor Hotel , a04 Ea.at 4?nd Stre~t , 

New lork City - • - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~100.00 

First payment on fellowship grant ed 4/16/38 . 

Ck. #21896 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fol l owshi ps $100 .00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



SOCIAL SECURITY BOARo- L l O • ~~ 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance 
~ 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

FILE No. 14:A 

l j U 

September 25, 1939 

Dr. Edwin R. Embree, 
President, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Dr. Embree: 

In our searching for a competent negro to conduct research 
studies relating to the administration of the Old-Age and SurvivorB 
Insurance program as it particularly affects negroes, the name of 

JJ.2race Roscoe Cayton has been suggested. As Mr. Cayton was pre­
viomlf I :t'@lidtt err Mle Juliua Rosenwald Fund, I presume that you 
are familiar with his qua.li:fications and may also know from first­
hand contact something about his personality and suitability for the 
kind of position we need to fill. 

We require a man with good training in the social sciences who 
can work effectively With comparatively little direct supervision in 
obtaining information through field interviews with this Bureau•s 
field office managers, employers of negroes, leaders of negro groups, 
and individual negro wage earners, to discover points where our ad­
ministrative practices fail to accord negroes the same service as 
whites. 

The investigator will be expected to write his own reports in 
a f orm requiring little editing. He may also be assigned other prob­
lems such as how pr oposals t o extend or contract coverage would affect 
negroes because of their usual. occupations or other special circum­
stances. 

You will recognize that for this position resourcefulness and 
tact required for all research interviewing are equally important with 
intellectual and technical competence and that, perhaps above all, 
objectivity is essential. From what knowledge you have of J4r. Cayton 
I would appreciate iearning how you would appraise his fitness for 
such work. 

VeJ;Y sincerely yours, 

;01m~'!c~ 
DirelrC< 



File 14:A 

Septeatber f9• 1939 

Dear Wr. Corson: In reply t o your letter of 
September 25, I aa gl !.d t o be 

able to report that I ba.ve a very high opinion 
indeed of t he research a blli ty of iiorace, Roscoe . 
Cayton~ I aa not sure that ;you c&lr"-get ft!.IW~~ -
1 ~ow"'"be is eager to coaplete his work for the 
doctor's degree at the University of Chi cago thia 
year. I f be 1s avail4ble , I t hink y ou will be 
very fortunate. 

It i s f air to add that 
1.lr. C~ton bas a rather forthright per;.;onalitr . I 
think he will be tactful and resourceful in inter­
Tiewing. lfhile there ~ be a 11 ttle doubt on 
this score, I sho1ll.d myself be quite willing to 
appoi nt his to a task--trhich inTolved carefulness 
ae ffll as resea:rl!rf ability. 

Very truly yours, 

ERE:J1f 

Mr. John J. Corson, Director 
Bureau of Old- Age and Survivors Insurance 
Social Security Board 
Washington, D. C. 



i.1r . Edwin R . E!nbree 
Julius Rosen-.vald Fund 
3901 Ellis Avenue 
C~icago , Illinois 

W.y dear Ytr . Embree 

Hotel Tudor 
New fork, N. Y. 
Scpte~ber 29 , 1939 

_J 
- ·"·- -

I_ 

- -. ·----

Thank you a great deal for the check which 
I received about an hour after I tal%ed to 
you on the ' phone. I &m leavin5 toni~ht 
or tomorrow for Monteal ¼here I shall pick 
up my car and attempt to cash in my 
Canadian Pacifi c steamship tickets. I 
shall call on you at the Fund as soon as 
I return. 

hrc : srd. 

------ -

- ---



Julius Rosenwald Fund_ 
490 1 Ellis Avenue I Li.Al J {)' AV'SH 
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C H I C A G O -- • '- '-'j 

To 
Kr. Horece R. Cayton 

Payment Voucher No. &l .. 

Date 

Second Lnstallment on fellowship gre.nted 4/16/58 - - - - - - ,oo.oo 

Ck.fil923 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fel l owships 37-8 $400.00 

1 /.. 
I,• / 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by n ,, 
AM ' ,- ----

Comptroller 

J I J 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CH I CAGO f='EL1 OWSHH~s 
To 

- . lfor&ce R. c .... u,2n.~.t 
'-- -~~.,.-- .., 

46S6 South W~bash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

Payment Voucher No. Z55 

Date October ~l, 1959 

Thi.rd installment on tellowat lp granted 4/16/'!:.8 - - - - - - - - - $100. 00 

Accouots Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fel10Hship1 S7-8 $1CO. OO 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue CCI I n\ 'S~1 • ;.:>s 

CHICAGO 11 

To Payment Voucher No . ..,_.,~ 

Ck. ,1,.2065 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

67- d 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



To •r. Horace R. Cbyton 

Chica o, I llinoie 

Accounts 

Ne.;ro Fello7'ships 

Prepared by Checked by 

Ar.t 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 1-

CH IC AGO O' SH 

Posted by 

Payment Voucher No. 4Cl 

Date Novemlmr ... o, lU.:13 

Appropriation No. 

37- 8 

Debit 

( l C0. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To !Lor ce n. CGy-:on 
~ ~"]IS~-!i 

46b5 South ,abnsh :venue 

Ch~cc.go, Illinois 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. :-3;:: 

Date Dec<:mbe-r lt., 19~9 

Sbth !Jayinent on .fello,;,hip 61'&:-.tr.c. t/1 /~8 - - - - - 100.00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fellov,shi ps 37-8 tlOQ .00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



December 15, 1959 

Dear llr. Caytons Enclosed you wil l f i nd our 
check f or $100 cover ing t he 

J anuary l installment on your fel lowship grant. 
Because so many f el lows will probably be l eavi ng 
their school addresses for t he holiday season, 
we are .11dl lng the January 1nstalaents early. 

I am wondering whether you 
~ve been able to locate the money that •as trans­
f er r ed to you in Europe by cable. You will re­
member that we advanced $250 to you in November, 
which us t o be refunded when you r eceived t hie 
money., 

Very t ruly yours, 

DE1RI DOROTHY A. &.vmr:,F 



HORACE R. CAYTON 
• 4635 Wabash Avenue 

• telephone Drexel 3487 

CHICAGO 

December 15, 1939 

Miss Dorothv A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago. Illinois 

Mv dear Mias Elvidee: 

Unfortunatelv, I lost the tellowsbin check which 
I received yesterday. I will follow your tele­
phone instructions and let you know if I recover 
it. 

I rep:ret to say that the t.wo hundred end fifty 
dollar check is still tied un in an almost unbe­
lievable amount of red tane involving the offic~of the 
.American Counsel, the French Government, and the .Amer­
ican Express . I have assurance that :payment will be 
made, eventually, and I wonder if you oould mind if 
I carried this over for a month or two until it can 
be straightened out . 

Thank you far tne k1ndness which you have shown me. 
I seem to be able to becom involved in every :possible 
sort of difficulty. 

~ 
Horace R. 



----------------
T HE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO-

THE CHECK OESCRIBEO BELOW OOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN PAIO BY US SINCE THE LAST STATEMENT OF YOUR ACCOUN T WAS 
RENOEREO. IF A REPLAC EMENT CHECK IS ISSUEO, PLEASE USE NEW OATE ANO NUMBER, ANO 00 NOT MARK "OUPLICATE." A L SO. 
IF AT ANY TIME STOP OROER MAY BE CANCELLEO, K I NOLY AOVISE. 

ADVICE TO: 
12/1 5/39 C H ICAGO. I L LINOI S. ________________ , 19 __ 

r 
JUL IUS ROSENWALD 
4901 ELL IS AVE. 

LCH ICAGO ILLo 

FUND 

_J 

IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE DRAWER AGREES TO HOLD T H E 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO HARMLESS FOR SAID 
AMOUNT AND FOR ALL EXPENSES AND COSTS INCURRED BY IT 
ON ACCOUNT OF REFUSING PAYMENT OF THE CHECK HEREIN 
DESCRIBED, AND FURTHER AGREES NOT TO HOLD THE FIRST 
NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO LIABLE ON ACCOUNT OF PAY• 
MENT CONTRARY TO THIS REQUEST IF SAME OCCUR THROUGH 
INADVERTENCE, ACCIDENT OR MISTAKE. 

DATED 12/13/39 YOUR REQUEST OF 12/1§/39 TO STOP PAYMENT ON CHECK NO. 22221 
FOR s 1 oo. oo 1ssuED To _ __ H.....,o....,R~1i. .... c .... Er-+R ...... -c..,A~v--r .... o .... Nt-----------------

WILL HAVE OUR ATTENTION SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AN D CONDITIONS PRINTED ABOVE. 



BOND AGAINST LOST CHECK 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS TIT.AT I _____________ _ 

of t he City of ___________ County of ______ State of ___________ _ 
a.a hel d and f irmly bound unto t he Julius Rosenwald Fund, a corporati on, organized and existing 

under t he laws of t he State of I l linoi s , in the sum of - Dollars ($ ____ ~ 
good and lawful money of the Uni ted States of America, to be pai d to the said Julius Rosenwald 
Fund or its successors or assi gns, for which payment well and truly to be made, I bi nd myself 
and my respective heirs, executors, admini st rators, and successor s , by t hese presents . 

Sealed wi t h my seal and dat ed thi s ___________ day of ______ A.D., 19_. 

THE CONDI TI ON OF THIS OBLI GATION IS such t hat whereas t he Juli us Rosenwald Fund has de-

livered to t he sai d a certai n check on account ------------- ----------
__________ drawn on t he sai d Julius Rosenwald Fund and payabl e t o the order of sai d 

________ ______ at f irst National Bank of Chi cago, said check being for the sua of 

_______________ Dollars($ _ ___ __,, and sai d check being dat ed _______ _ 

____ and numbered _______ ; and, 

WHEREAS, t he eai d check whi ch i s t he property of sai d above bounden - ----------
_________ .has been lost, destroyed or stolen and cannot now be produced by ____ ;and, 

WHEREAS, at _____ request and upon ___ __.promise t o indemni f y and hold, save, and 
keep harmless t he sai d Juli us Rosenwald Fund and its successors or assi gns f rom and agai nst all 

acto of ____ 1.n regard to the sai d lost check, includi ng all loss, costs , da.lllB.ges, and 
at t orney' s fees, incurred on a ccount t hereof end t o deli ver up t he said check if ever found 

by _ ___ t o be cancell ed, the sa i d Juli us Rosenwald Fund has del ivered t o the ea.i d 

____ _ ____ _______ ...;its one check in l i eu thereof, sa~d check bei ng for the sum 

of - --- -----,--,-------....:Dollare ($ _____ ) being i n l ike t enor and effect as the 
sai d above descri bed lost check. 

NOW Titr:r..EFORE, lf the e.bove bounden _____________ hi s hei rs, execut ors, ad-
ministrators, and successors, or any of them, shall well and t ruly indemni fy and hol d, save, and 
keep harmless the said Julius Rosenwald Fund and i ts successor~ or assi gns from nnd ~gainst all 

acts of the s~i d ____________ in regard to the sai d lost check, including all loss, 
costs, damages, and attorney' s fees , incurred on a ccount thereof and also shall deliver or cause 
t o be deli vered up the said lost check promptly and forthwith when di scovered or r ecovered to the 
sli d Juliue Rosenwald Fund t o be cancelled, t hen t hi s obli gati on t o be voi d, otherwise to remain 
i n full force o.nd virtue. 

Si gned, sealed, and del i vered 
in the presence of _______ ....,. _ __,_ ___ -'-_(Sea~) 



\----

Doar llr . Cayton: 

December 20, 1959 

Enclosed you will find the 

customary form required 

SHIPS 

when a check i s lost. Kindly sign it and h&ve 

yo~r si gnnt uro witnessed by two individuals and 

return, the bond to me. On receipt of thi s form 

I shall be abl e t o i ssue you a duplicate check. 

Very truly yours , 

DE:McK 



.... 

C I' l.◄ 

The First National Bank of Chicago 

1 2/23/'.£ ChicaJo,_ _____ _ _ 19_ 

JUL IUS ROSENWALD fUNO 

4901 ELLIS AVE. 
CHICAGO ILL. _ ____:_. _ _ ______ _ 

Your favor of the ___ , _21_2_2_/_3_9 __ 

asking us to cancel stop payment r equest on 

Check .N'o._2=2=2=2_1 ____ f or $ 100 . 00 

has been received. 

Yours respectfully, 

R . F . .Newhall, Cashier. 

i 



December 22, 1959 

Gentle~en: This l etter i s to confirm our tel-
ephone conversation of t hi s after­

noon. Please release the. stop phytnent order 
placed ag~inst check #i2221, i ssued to Horuce R. 
Cayton, dated December lZ , 1939, fort~-~--...~.,.,~. 

VAry truly yours, 

DE:lilcK 

First Natiot:a.1 Batik of Chicago 
Stop Puytt.ett Depertment 
~8 South Dearborn Street 
Chicugo, Illinois 

DOROTHY A. Et\ffOOE 



HORACE R. CAYTON 
• 4635 W ab a s h Av en u e 

• telep ho ne Dr exel 348 7 

CHICAGO 

December 22 , 1939. 

Mr. George M. Reynolds , 
Director for Fellowships, 
Julius Rosenwal d )fund , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago , Illinois . 

My dear Mr. Reynolds: 

I am writing to state that the recent article 
in the Chicago Defender concerning my appointment as 
Director of the Good Shepard Community Center was in 
error. The ground wi 11 not be broken before February 
or March and the building will not be compl eted until 
nine months after that date. This will allow me sufficent 
time to fulfill my obligations to the fellowship. 

Horace R. Cayton. 



Mr . Geor ge M. Reynolds 
4901 Ell is Avenue 
Chicago , Illi nois 

My dear Mr. Reynolds: 

4635 South Wabash Avenue 
Chicago , I llinoi s 
January 12, 1940 

I am enclosing the letter which I just received 
from Reverend Kingsley in regard to my appointment 
as director of the Good Shepherd Community Center . 
I thi nk it will clear up the misunderstanding the 
recent newspaper publ icity might have caused. 

\ 

Wi l l you be kind enough to r eturn the letter after 
I you have read i t . 

+ f::-ryt 

Horace R. Cayton 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
r. Horace R. Cayton 

-.,._;~Z.~~:Z.~f£i~~~,,.. ~ 
46155 South abooh Avenue 

Chic go, Illinois 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 742 

Date Jenucry ~l, 1940 

Sonnth pa..yment on .f'tcllowship grent - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 100.00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fell owships 57- 8 $100. 00 

,,. 
Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

AM Comptroller 



To 

Oh1c~o, Illiuoia 

Accounts 

.No~ro J,'ello"ahit>lt 

Prepared by Checked by 

DAE 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

C HI CAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 875 

Date 

Appropriation No. Debit 

. 1/)0 . 110 

/J 
Posted by ft 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To u-. Horace> R. Cc.yton 
044 

4PbS&tt • ·~ 

46~5 South tab6sb P.venue, 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. ga1 

Date !forch : 3, 1940 

Hint.h insto.llllcnt on fellow. hip gri nt - - - - - - - - - -· - - - - ~100.00 

Ck.#2!.709 

Accounts 

Negro Fello~ships 

Prepared by Checked by 
AM 

Appropriation No. 

57- 8 

Posted by 

Debit 

t 100 .oo 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Dear llr. Ca.yton, 

Ff:.LLowsH 
~fuo 

April 4, 1940 

This will acknowledge re­

ceipt of the two DJemorsnda 

which came th.is morning. I "111 discuss them 

with '-ix-. Reynolds and the re~bers of the Fellow­

ship Com:nittee. I am very much afraid that ve 

cannot help on either of the proposnla. But at 

ruv rate you mey count on careful nnd sympathetic 

consideration. 

ERE:-JTI 

llr. Horace R. ~ton 
4635 South Wabash Aven~ ue~l"!!!!!-00 

Chicago, Illlnois 

Very- truly yours, 

s 



TO 

FROM 

RE: 

FELLOV~ SI-I I F·S 

MEMORANDUM 1 
Dr. Edward Embree, President Julius Rosenwald 

Fund, 4901 Ellis Avenue 
Horace R. Cayton 

Institute for the Study of the Negro i n the 
Urban North 

In this memorandum, I will outline my idea con­

cerning the proposed institute for the study of the 

Negro in northern urban places. 

Since the turn of the century there 

The Problem has been a steady flow of Negro 

migrants to nor thern cities and prob­

ably one and one - half million to two million Negr oes 

have migrated northward . Pr evious to this migration 

there had been a sharp difference between the posit i on 

of the Negr o in his social str uctures of the South and 

his posi tion in northern cities. In the Nor th there 

had been a rather fluid society and successive waves 

of foreign born people had rapidly moved through t he 

social hierarchy over period of year s . The intro-

duction of a large number of Negroes presented a dif­

ficult situation. Not only did this ethnic gr oup 

find it impossible to employ t he mechanisms for social 

mobili t y exist i ng in the system , but i n most instances 

were only to a l imited degree integrated into the 

lower levels of the social , economic and political 
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structures of the societies. With the post-war 

depression, a series of race riots from Tplsa , Oklahoma 

to Chicago, Illinois indicated the extent to which this 

rapid influx of Negroes into northern and border states 

had created social problems. 

THe Adjustment of 
Negroes in Cities 

It is not necessary to give an 

extended catalog of the types of 

social problems and the areas of 

tension in social relations which exist in most northern 

cities. In Chicago, the city with which I am most 

familiar, three of the most basic problems are those of 

residential segregation, unemployment , and heal th . 

These basic problems have consequent ramifications in 

social and personal disoragnization and mal-adjustment . 

The spacial distribution of Negroes throughout the city 

has caused great inter-racial tension and has created a 

severe housing problem within the community and an in­

tense feeling of racial prejudice as is indicated in 

the development of restrictive covenants as a legal 

method of enforcing segregation. Incidentally, this 

problem of residential segregation was one of the 

basic factors which caused the race riot of 1919 . 

Probably even more basic , as an explanation of 

the Negro's d isadvantaged ,position, is the extent of 

unemployment and the relegation of Negro workers to 
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the lowest paying positions in the industry hierarchy. 

In Chicago, for example, although Negroes constitute 

only 7fo of the popul~tion they are 40fo of the relief 

population. It has been estimated that over 50fo of 

the total Negro population of the city are either on 

relief or employed by the Work Projects Administration. 

The press has begun to characterize all Negroes as 

burdens upon the state and local community and movements 

are springing up to try to force Negroes to return to 

the South. 

The enormity of the health problem in Chicago is 

made vivid by a few comparisons between the Negro and 

the white population. The death rate per thousand 

persons for the native whites is 10. 6 and for the Negro 

20 . This is true, in spite of the fact that Negroes 

are a younger age group than is the total population. 

The infant mortality rate, which reflects the lack of 

proper maternal care, sanitation, and housing, also 

shows the disadvantaged position of the Negro . For 

every one thousand live births in the native white 

population 4~. l babies die before they become one year 

of age . For every one thousand live births in the 

Negro community 80 will die . The rate of natural in­

crease and natural reproduction which is obtained by 

subtracting the death rate from the birth rate shows 
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that native whites have a rate of 7. 6 while Negroes 

have~ negative rate of 2.9 . The Negroes are therefore 

increasing at a decreasing rate and if there were no 

migration t h is population would die off over a period 

of years. 

The personal and social disorganization which has 

resulted from overcrowding and densely packed Negro 

area s , the lack of employment and the ability to main­

tain a standard of living which would insure health 

and decency , as well as the isolation from many other 

community agencies , is appalling. There is a tremendous 

differential between the rates of the Negro and the 

white population in regard to the inc idence of syphilis, 

tuberculosis , and other communicable diseases. Further 

demoralization of the Negro population is shown in the 

high juvenile delinquency and insanity rates. 

Need fo r the Study of 
the Preparation of 
Factual Reports 

These problems of the adjus t -

ments of the urban Negro are 

not, at the present time , re ­

ceiving the attention of scholars 

which their importance warrants . There are several in­

stitutions, Fisk University , the University of North 

Car olina and others that are dealing with the problems 

of the southern Negro. However , there is no institut~on 

wh i ch is specifically engaged in the research on the 

Negro i n northern cities. If the beli fs of a number of 
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students, whose opinion it is that there will be 

continued migra~ion of Negroes to the cities, is true 

the future areas of most severe inter-racial tension 

will shift northward to an urban milieu . 

The institution which I 

Problems of th§ Institute had in mind would have 

Theoretical Studies a research program which 

would deal with both 

theoretical and practical problems. In Chicago, Redfield 

the anthropologist, interested in the study of primitive 

people , and Wirth the sociologi st interested in urban 

life , have begun to work out a frame of reference, a 

configuration of concepts and techni ques, for the study 

of the social structures of the many varying types of 

societies r anging from folk societies to urban civili­

zation. This seems to me to be one of the most import­

ant developments in the social sciences for it brings 

together the methods and concepts of the social anthro­

pologist and the sociologist . This deve l opment is of 

great importance to the study of the Negro ' s problem 

for two reasons. First , as Negroes are concentrated 

in highl y rural and highly urban localities, it pro-

vides a frame work whereby the Negro in t~e United 

States can be studied as a whole . Second, it is im­

portant because the Negro in America is the most con­

venient phenomena on which to test these hypotheses. 



Students of the Negro do not have to go to Mexico 

or to Australia to study folk people . In Chicago 

and New York are to be found among Negroes , some of 

the most sophisticated of city dwellers . The rural 

Negroes living under the "Shadows of the Plantation" 

are our only folk people . The study of the Negro 

within this frame of reference would contribute 

much to the theoretical problems which have been 

raised concerning t he differences in the social 

structures of folk and urban societies and the 

processes of social changes and acculturation. 

Negro society is a micro-cosm in which theoretical 

generalizations could be tested for a society which, 

with our present methods of research , might be too 

l a r ge and unwieldy to study intensively. For this 

reason such a research program as outlined in the 

above should receive the support of not only persons 

interested in the Negro , but of scholars interested 

in the broader and more t heoretical aspects of these 

problems. 

Fisk University has , over a period of years , 

gathered considerable data concerning the N'egro in 

the "deep" south . Dr . Chatles s . Johnson ' s book , 

Shadows of the Plantation , is a study in the tradit&on 

of the rural sociologist of folk people , Powdermaker, 

Dollar , and Gardner and Davi s have made val~able con­

tributions to our understanding of the Negto in the 
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small southern cities. There has not been, however, 

a comprehensive study of the Negro in a large urban 

northern community since The Negro In Chicago pub-

lished in 1922 . It is the opinion of the writer that 

if an adequate statement on the Negro in Chicago can 

be developed from the materials already gathered we 

would have detailed descriptions of various social 

structures , and the positions of Negroes within them, 

for societies which would range from the urban civili­

zations of the North to the caste-like social structures 

of the rural and small towns of the South. Development 

of such a statement would then be one objective of the 

proposed institution. 

Research on "practical" 
and Administrative Problems 

Even more important 

would be contributions 

which this institution 

could make in the working out of some progtam of action 

in regard to the many social problems which confront 

Negroes in cities. It would be the aim of the institute 

to make continuous research in the social life of the 

northern urban Negro. A study would be made of situ­

ations where the Negro has made adjustments within his 

own group and with the larger community in which he 

lives, as well as those situations in which he has 

failed to make a proper adjustment . Those problems 

of mal- adjustment will include such items as crime, 
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delinquency , contageous diseases , unsanitar y conditions , 

open conflict with other groups for jobs, r~sidential 

areas , and those socially unhealthy conditions out of 

which such occurrances as the Chicago race riot of 

1919 , the economic boycott of the South Si de in the 

late 20 1 s and the Harlem race riot of 1935 have arisen. 

Only through an understanding of the position of the 

Negro in the northern cities, which can be obtained 

through unbiased scientific material, can we gain the 

information and insight necessary for dealing i ntelli­

gently with these socia l problems. The institution 

would at no t i me formul ate pol i c i es , but would always 

act as a disinterested advisor on the basis of i ts 

f actual findings . I t is obvious that such an i nstitute 

would provide the soc ial situat i on whereby representa­

tives of the two groups could meet and discuss probl ems 

with a minimum of bias. The character of the institu­

tion and the facts collected would raise these d i s ­

cussions from an emotional to a factual basis . 

One of the fi r st t asks would be the 

Publications preparation of a definitive statement 

of the position of the Negro in the 

social structure of Chicago and an analysis of the 

internal organization of the Negro community . A mass 

of data has been co l lected which, with a minimum of 

assistance , could be put into shape for publication 

within a nine month period. Following this academic 
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presentation of the problem the institution would 

then interest itself in getting to the reading public 

of several levels, material in pamphlet form which 

would deal with the several social problems which are 

of vital concern to the community. This material , as 

has been indicated, would then be used both as scien­

tific data which would have great theoretical signifi­

cance when placed in the frame of reference which has 

been suggested by Wirth and Redfield, and would be of 

immediate practical v~lue if brought to bear upon 

social problems. 

The institute could have a very modest be -

Staff ginning . Arrangements have been made with 

the Good Shepherd Community Center to pro­

vide space for the organization. In addition, there 

would be sufficient salary to at least support the 

direct or until other funds were available. Some 

stenographic assistance would also be available . 

In addition to this limited and part time staff, 

the research activities could be aided by the work of 

graduate students and fellows connected with such 

institutions as Fisk University, the University of 

Chicago and the Julius Rosenwald Fund. From the 

wealth of data which has been already gathered theses 

upon discret subjects bearing upon Negro life in urban 

communities could be developed . Stude ts from tpese 

organizations might find, not only data, E~t some 
~, 
fru 

/ 



. - - 10 -

assistanve,~vice, and guidance in the development 

of subjects which would interest them, academically 
' 

and at the same time contribute to the continual 

analyses of data bearing on the Chicago scene . 

Cooperation With Other 
Institutions 

The ins titute would have 

some informal connection 

with the University of 

Chicago wh i ch would allow the interchange of materials , 

ideas and profess ional advice . As has been indicated, 

graduate students of that institut ion who wished to 

wor k in t he field of the Negro would find ample data 

and facilities for working on t heir problem: 

A much closer relationship would be sought with 

Fisk University however . Arrangements might be worked 

out whe r eby t he director could be affiliated with the 

Social Science Department of Fi sk and , for a certain 

portion of the year , g ive a series of lectures at 

t hat institution on urban sociology, t he urban Negro 

and social pathology . In addition, it would be desir­

abl e for Dr . Johnson to give direction and guidance 

to t he entire research program of the institute . 

Some method could also be worked out for pr ovidi ng 

graduate students wi th data on urban northern places 

and, where possible , supervised field experience . 

The i nstitute might also give valuable assi s t ance to 

Fisk University's ~oc ial Sc ience Depar tment by sup­

pl ementing any research pr ogr am by furnishing data 
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on the urban North. Most important, of course, 

would be the possibility for collaboration in a 

t heoretical study, as outlined in the above, under 

the direction of Dr . Johnson. 

The institute woul d cooperate with numerous other 

institutions and agencies within the city and through­

out the countty. A permanent archive of data would be 

kept available to the agencies, students and the gen­

eral public . At the present time, there is no place 

where such material is gajJlered , catalogued and made 

available to research students, federal , state and 

municipal agencies or remedial and civic organizations. 



TO 

FROM 

RE : 

FELLOWSHIP~ 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr . Edward Embree, President Julius Rosenwald 
Fund, 4901 Ellis Avenue 

Horace R. Cayton 

Request for support of Institute . 

I have been interested for the past four years 

in two related projects: (1) the preparation of a 

definitive statement on the Negro in Chicago which 

would utilize the wealth of material which has been 

gathered by the Government at t he cost of approximately 

one-half mill ion dollars , (2) the establishment of a 

small institute for the study of the Negro in urban 

places. 

Both of these projects are rela ted , for in writing 

the first study the primary data would be organized in 

a manner which would make it possible to r e~rite specific 

sections in pamphlet form for distribution by the insti ­

tute to a wi der r eading public . Likewise the material, 

in the same process, would be organized j .to a permanent 

archive which would be available to any person wishi ng 

to work on t he social problems of the community either 

from a purely research or an administrati ve point of 

view. 

The request which I am making is for assistance i n 

both of these projects. If I had stenographic and re-
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search assistance for a period of nine months I would 

be able to finish the book and would at the same time , 

have organized all of our primary data in the fashion 

indicated i n the above . A half-time appointment for 

myself would also be very helpful during the first 

year at least, but I would not press this point if I 

could be provided with stenographic and some research 

assistance. Ther e would also be t he necessity for some 

money for supplies , etc . 

I would really like to request that the institute , 

which would have as its first objective the preparat i on 

of the book , be underwritten for a period of five years. 

But , I am afraid that such a substantial request might 

endanger the possibility of the more limited grant . 

Since talking with you I have been able to fo r mulate 

my plans for the future a little more clearl y . I believe 

that I will accept the contract which the Good Shepherd 

Community Center has offered me and acquiesce to thair 

request that I accept a full time position for the pres­

ent at least . Within two or three years they will be 

able to pay me a fairly adequate salary. I n addition, 

I will keep trying to obtain support for a small 

institute which could , for the time being, be connected 

with t he Center as it i s willing to furnish space and 

some f acilities. I will look upon the appo i ntment as 

a permanent position with the hope that the institute 



and I can establish a closer connection with Fisk 

in the near future . 

I would therefore like to request: 

( 1 ) the underwriting of the I nstitute 
for the next five years, or 

(2) that I be granted sufficient money to 
write the first book and organize the 
arch ive of data , which would i nvo lve 
stenographic and research ass i stance 
(and if possible half time salary 
for myself) for a pe~iod of nine months. 

I realize that my behavior in the past might seem 

rather erratic . However , for the past f our year s I 

have been mot i vated by the obsession of accomplishing 

these two objectives, even when it has endange r ed my 

future academic position, the fulfillment of obligations 

and even my health . I am afraid that this obsess ion 

will continue until I have accomplished them or it is 

demonstratedto me that t hey cannot be accomplished. I n 

this endeavor my behavior has been constant and unswerv­

ing . 
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Denr Mr. Cayton a 

FELLOWSHIPS 

Kay 31, 1940 

The enclosed check for $50 

repr esent s f inal payment on 

your fellowship grant. .Al though your payment 

plan original ly call ed for monthly installments 

through Augur,t, you will remember that -..e msde 

an advance payment of $250 in November, which 

shortened the period. 

Very t r ul.y your s , 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 
DAE:RW 
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HORACE R. CAYTON 

I-

Mr. George Reynolds 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

My dear Mr. ~ynol:is : 

•46 35 Wabash Avenue 

• telephone Drexel 3487 

CHICAGO 

October 23, 1940 

In answer to the questionnaire which you sent me and 

which I have, unfortunately, mislaid, I wish to state the 

following : 

(1) Publications : 

"Ne~ro Housine In Chicabo," April 1940 
published by the Council For Social Action . 

(2) ~resent position : 

Director of the Good Shepherd Community Center. 

The Good Shepherd CoMmunity Center has purchased the property 

of the Chicago Orphans Asylum at 51st & South Parkway and will 

begin operati'lt; on January 1, 1941. Work at the Center wil l be 

educational and cultural . The Center is suppor ted by a number 

of civic and philanthropic organizations . The Center will be 

non- denomjnational and non- sectaris.n in char~cter. 

RRC s 



P arkwaq Cornmunitq House 
5120 South Parkwaq 

Chicago 15 

AT \. ANTIC 10:ao 

April 3 , 1946 

Mr . Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
49)1 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Edwin : 

I_ E~ E _±j.!!._ ;~ \_l> _ 
1-i-'--

\ \ \-
It was very thoughtful of you to suggest your writing 
to Yaddo . Thanks . 

Recently Mr . Drake and I were writt en up in the magazine 
Current Biography. Since both of us have been recipients 
of Rosemre.ld Fellowships and as Black Metropolis was 
helped in a crucial period of its history by a grant from 
the Fund, I thought you might want a few copies of this 
write- up for our dossier . 

_J;f s very truly, 

( )~ ' 
/ H race R. C:..:a::.y~t_o_n _____ ..,,,.._

1 
~ .. " 

~ Director 

HRC :mc 

FO RMERL Y GOOD SHEPHERD COMMUNITY CENTER 
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Please fill out and return in order that we may complete our records'/ 
on former Rosenwald Fellows: 

Name: ...... , 'f:Qf/i:Q . .]; . .It• .. 9.A¥.?;'.QtL= _ ........................................................... . 

Present po~ on :.D.IR...:GT.OR ....................................................................................... . 

.. . ... . .. .......... ... . .... ... PAHl~~A.':'. .. C.Ol.2.:1I'.1IT.Y .. .HOI1S~ ................................................. . 

Address: ............... til~.Q .. S.OUT.F. .. ..P./ili~.!AY. ............................................................. . 

.............................. QJ..J.C.\G.Q .. lP.-# ... ILLl."'.:IO.!S ......................................................... . 

~0 : ~IPS . • L -
,f' l : . 

suci· • ZTP.OPOLIS: Book to be rublished in colle.boration 

Significant recent activities: 

with St. Clair Dra1{e December of 1944 or ~e.nua.ry of 1945·. 

(Use additional sheet if desired) 



Cayton D;m~'"riJJ '"i 

Fast Action Agains
1t 

Racial Bitterness 
Forebitdings of racial bitter­

ness to come were voiced yester­
day by Horace R. Cayton, director 
of Parkway Community House, in 
an address to the Council of 
Social Agencies at the Standard 
Club. 

"The integration o( the Negro 
throughout the entire ~ocial sys­
tem of America," he said, "is im­
portant not only from our democ­
racy, but to the ctemocracy of 
the world. We are facing a i;risis 
of race, and there i!; a necessity 
for immediate action." ' 

There is a new mentality among 
American Negroes, he declared, 
which makes them believe they 
have a right to all the privileges 
and rewards of society. 

Cayton referred several times; 
to Marshall Field's book "Free-

t dom is More than a Word,'• to 
emphasize •his point that we 
should be "tough-minded'' and 
realistic in looking at the racial 
problem and in finding some 
rational ,way of solving it. I 



/ ., 
Story Of 'Bronzeville' 
Told In W~ B roa~c~t 

The story of "BronzevUle," iie- scientists, doctors and businessmen 
fined by Horace Cayto.9; in his in making Chicago great was also 
book "Black Metropo1is" as a portrayed. In addition, there 
"complex city within a city," was were scenes depicting Provident 
told Thursday night over station Hospital and the city news room 
WGN in its weekly broadcast se- of the Chicago Defender. 
ries of the "Chicago Story," The program ended on a hope-

The problems faced by 350,000 ful note, citing the work being done 
Negroes packed into Chicago's to promote interracial harmony 
Southside was told in narration by by the Urban League, the NAACP, 
historian Fred Sullivan and dra- American Council on Race Rela­
matlc sketches. Major objectives tions and similar organizations and 
of colored Chicagoans were listed agencies. 
as better housing and fair employ- The script was written by Robert 
ment practices. . Lucas of the Chicago Defender 

Background music was furnished staff and produced by J ack La­
by the Metropolitan Community Frandre of WGN. 
Church Choir, under the direction 
of J. Wesley Jones. 

The vital role pl11yed by Negro · I 



FELLOWSHIPS 
R. Cayton 

St. Clair Drake 
CAYTON, HORACE R(OSCOE) Apr. 
12. 1903- Sociologist; author 
Address: b. Parkway Community House, 5120 
South Parkway, Chicago 

DRAKE, (JOHN GIBBS) ST. CLAIR 
Jan. 2, 1911- Anthropologist ; author 
Address: b. c/o Schomburg Co11ection of Ne­
gro Literature, New York Public Library, 104 
W. 136th St., New York 

Out of more than five years o( collaborative 
research by ! wo Negro social scientists has 
come a sllldy of Negro life in Chicago, a 
study critics have pronounced "a landmark of 
research and scientific achievement" and "one 
of !he best studies of urbanization that Ameri­
can scholarship has produced." This volume, 
Black Metropolis, is the work of St. Clair 
Drake, anthropologist, and Horace R. Cayton, 
sociologist, both of whom have had long ex­
perience in !heir respective fields. 

The men who wrote !he biography of Chi­
cago's Black Belt both came originally to that 
city [or university study. Neither is native to 
the region, Drake having been born in the 
South and Cayton in the Northwest. The elder 
of the co11aborators, Horace Roscoe Cayton, 
.Jr., was born on Apri l 12, 1903, in Seattle, 
\Vashington. His father, a mulatto, had mi­
grated from the South in search of a free life 
and in Seattle had met and was married to 
Susie Sumner Revels, daughter of one of the 
only two Negroes ever elected 10 the United 
States Senate. The elder Cayton became prom­
inent in his new home as a newspaper editor 
and publisher and as a poli tical force in the 
city. vVith his sisters and brother, young 
Horace was brought up in a stimulating, cul­
tured atmosphere. vVhile the boy was attend­
ing Coleman Gramm'ar School financial reverses 
forced the family lo move from their com­
fortable home to a 1>oor neighborhood, com­
posed larp-ely of recent immigrants. There the 
boy quickly made friends and at grammar 
school was elected president of the student 
body. When Cayton entered Franklin High 
School he encountered race prejudice for the 
first time, while at a freshman dance. This 
incident is related by Arna Bontemps in his 
book, We Have Tomorrow (1945). After the 
first bitter shock of experiencing discrimina­
tion, his old relationship with his white friends 
became strained. "vVhen little things went 
wrong- as they do with high school kids­
Horace found himself wondering, 'Has this 
anything to do with my being colored?'" Fi­
nally, in his junior year, confused and unhappy 
under the problem of prejudice, he sought an 
escape. He went to sea, signing up as mess­
man on a coastal steamer bound for Alaska. 
During the succeeding four years his travels 
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HORACE R. CAYTO:S 

took him lo the cities of Alaska, lo California 
and Wyoming, Mexico, and Hawaii. These 
years were crowded with adventure and search­
ing thought: he came to know people of a11 
races while working on ships and in fields. 

At the age of twenty Cayton returned home 
eager lo prepare for what he saw as his life­
work- helping young people who were beset 
by the same prejudices he had faced. For 
more than a year he studied at a YMCA pre­
paratory school before entering the University 
of Washington. While studying sociology there 
he supported himself by working on the county 
detective force. In his senior year he met 
Robert E . Park, the eminent sociologist of the 
University of Chicago, who was impressed by 
the student and suggested he continue his work 
at the Illinois institution. After receiving his 
B:A. in 1932, Cayton therefore left for Chi­
cago, where he became research assistant at 
the university. Two years later the young so­
ciologist was appointed special assistant lo the 
United States Secretary of !he Interior. In 
1935 Cayton became instructor in economics 
and labor at Fisk University in Nashville, Ten­
nessee. After a year of teaching in the South 
he returned lo Chicago to head a research proj­
ect under the \ \forks Progress Administration 
which dealt with the Negro in that Midwestern 
city (1936-39). This research, co-directed by 
\V. Lloyd \Varner of the University of Chi­
cago, marked the embryonic period of Black 
Metropolis. Awarded a Rosenwald Fellowship 

Reprinted from C11rre11t Biograpl,3, January 1946 



in 1939, Cayton traveled abroad for a while, 
but with the outbreak of war in September he 
returned to the United States. 

The year 1939 saw the publication of Cay­
ton's first book, written with George S. Mit­
chell, Black Workers and the New U11io11s. 
A study of the position of Kegroes in indus­
try, the volume proposed to "show how prej­
udice forms and is formed by economic rela­
tionships." Three industries were chosen as 
types to be analyzed: iron and steel, meat pack­
ing, and railroad car shops. The study also 
dealt with the participation of Negroes in 
unions and closed with the chapter, "Program 
for Negro Labor." Highly recommended by 
most critics, it was called a "must" book for 
all concerned with the Negro, the labor move­
ment, and American democracy. The follow­
ing year, 1940, the sociologist became director 
of Chicago's Parkway Community House, the 
largest institution of its kind, where he has 
since been applying his science to the many 
problems of a large Negro community. 

The co-author of Black Metropolis, John 
Gibbs St. Clair Drake, Jr., was born in the 
small town of Suffolk, Virginia, on January 2, 
1911. His father had immigrated to the United 
States from Barbados, British \Vest Indies, and 
while studying at Virginia Seminary in Lynch­
burg, was married to Bessie Lee, also a 
student. The elder Drake became a Baptist 
minister, and when his son was two years old he 
became the pastor of a church in Harrison­
burg, V irginia. Then, two years later the 
family moved again when the minister decided 
to join the many Negroes who were migrating 
northward. The D rakes settled in Pittsburgh, 
where the minister's parishioners were prin­
cipally steel and electrical workers. St. Clair, 
as the boy was called, entered grammar school, 
to remain through the seventh grade. During 
his childhood he lived in a mixed neighborhood, 
and while his knowledge of race prejudice was 
vague he recalls at least one fight he had when 
insulted about the color of his skin. From 
his father the boy learned how to handle tools 
and he developed an interest in woodworking. 
He also became a lover of books, and, encour­
aged by his mother, read many of the volumes 
in his father's large library. As the son of a 
preacher, he saw the church "from the inside" 
and this knowledge later proved valuable when 
Drake made the study of religious behavior his 
special subject. Tn his father's strict Bap~ist 
household no card playing or dancing was per­
mitted, and motion pictures were also taboo. 
Drake says his father wanted him to consider 
himself a 'West Indian and brought him up to 
admire the British Empire, but subsequent ex­
periences were to change the views of both 
father and son. 

In 1923 the youth accompanied his father on 
a trip to the old home in the West Indies. 
Drake now credits his visits to the Virgin Is­
lands, Antigua, Guadaloupe, Granade, and St. 
Lucia with having first stimulated his interest 
in anthropology. Meanwhile, his father, ap­
palled by the poverty of the people of the Indies 
and incensed by the attitude of the British rul­
ing class, developed an antagonism toward the 
British Empire. He became associated with the 
movement led by the Jamaican Marcus Garvey, 
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ST. CL~UR DRAKE 

who, from his headquarters in the United 
States, fought for the freeing of Africa from 
imperialist domination and for an inde­
pendent \Vest Indian Federation. \,\/hen the 
Drakes returned to the United States after a 
year of travel, the father resigned from the 
ministry to work as a traveling international or­
ganizer for the Garvey movement, and the son 
\\'ent with his mother to live in her home town 
in Staunton, Virginia. Here he attended high 
school until 1927 while he per force learned 
"the facts of Southern life." Of his first con­
tact with the Negro press, he remarks: "It was 
rather exciting, this learning that one is a 
Negro and what it means-also rather frus­
trating." He was no longer living in a rigid 
Baptist atmosphere, and like other high school 
boys he now enjoyed dancing and going to the 
movies with his friend_s. At this time, with 
the_ encouragement of h,s teachers, he began to 
write poet_ry, generally about nature, and in 
192? he edited the schO(!l yearbook. Upon grad­
uation-he completed high school in three years 
-he entered Hampton Institute, in Virginia. 

Majoring in biology and minoring ia English 
Drake also took many education courses to en'. 
able him to teach later if necessary. As a col­
legian he took part in debating, edited the 
school paper, and played intramural soccer and 
tennis. To meet expenses, he worked as a lab­
oratory assistant and waiter. During this 
period he became familiar with the modern 
school of militant Negro poetry, especially the 
work of Langston Hughes ·••, Claude Mc­
Kay. and Countee Cullen. In 1931 he received 
his B.S., with honors, and the Calliope Medal 
for the highest scholastic average over the four 
years. 

After graduation Drake made a chance con­
contact which he says changed the whole course 
of his life-he joined the "peace caravans" sent 
out by the Society of Friends to win support 
for disarmament and world cooperation. Sen: 



10 Ha,·erford College in Pennsylvania for a 
training period, he was one of three Negroes 
among two hundred white students. "For the 
fi rst ti111e since my Pittsburgh school days," 
Drake says, "I was meeting white people of 
my own age as equals." The speakers at the 
college included many Quakers and such emi­
nent men as Norman Thomas ... :rnd \V. E. B. 
Dubois''". Oi this experience Drake has said: 
·'.\ whole new world had opened before me­
the world oi the Left-liberals who dealt \\'ith 
Negroes ,, part o[ a larger socio-economic 
problem and who did not approach them as mis­
sionary wards but as collaborators in building a 
new world." Throughout the summer of 1931 
Drake and a friend toured the South for this 
movement, speaking in schools, churches, and 
squares, distributing leaflets, and obtaining sig­
natures for the petitions. It was a period of learn• 
ing and adventure; the two 111et sharecroppers, 
saw the caste system in operation, and "just 
missed the lynching rope on numerous occa­
sions." His observations quickly taught Drake 
that "Negroes were not interested in peace, but 
were pr imarily interested in justice." 

Upon his return to P hiladelphia Drake was 
offered a scholarship for one year of study at 
the Pendle Hill School, a Quaker "retreat" in 
Pennsylvania. He accepted, agreeing also to 
serve as speaker and consultant to the Race 
Relations Committee of the Society of Friends. 
That year he visited many Quaker schools, 
speaking on Negro poetry and "acting as Ex­
hibit A for social studies classes that wanted a 
real, live, Negro to question about the Negro 
group." Drake almost became a Quaker him· 
self, except for the fact, he explains, that he 
"found that even so liberal a group as the 
Society of Friends couldn't quite free itsel[ of 
the incubus of American race prejudice." H is 
desire to discover "just what made people tick" 
stimulated an interest in sociology which de­
veloped together with the more practical desire 
to fight social injustice. 

Fro111 1932 to 1935 Drake was a high school 
teacher at Christiansburg Institute in Cambria, 
Virginia, a smaJI boarding school where for 
th ree years he taught a variety of subjects, 
directed plays, coached the soccer team, and 
led prayers in the chapel. During this period 
he read a great deal-communist and socialist 
literature, religious and philosophical writings­
and wrote ar ticles and book reviews for Negro 
and Quaker magazines. In the sununer he went 
North to work with the American Friends 
Service Committee summer camps. Then in 
I 935, on the invitation of a former professor, 
Drake became a research assistant in anthro­
pology at Dillard University in New Orleans. 
In this position he spent much of his time in 
Adams County, Mississippi, where he did re­
search on a study of class and caste divisions 
among Negroes and whites. He also worked 
secretly with the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union and the Farmers Union, work which at 
times endangered his life. During the summer 
of 1936 he took courses in sociology and anthro• 
pology at Columbia University and later that 
year he taught those subjects at Dillard. But 
Drake wished to do more graduate work, and 
in 1937 therefore entered the University of 
Chicago on a Rosenwald Fellowship for further 
anthropological studies. 

At the university Drake met Horace Cayton 
who was beginning his vVP A research, and 
after a year of study Drake, too, joined the 
\•\/PA research staff a· superintendent of a 
project studying the N cgro church and volunteer 
associations. After three years of graduate 
work and research Drake, in 1940, became as­
sociate directo1· of the Illinois State Commission 
on C~n_ditions_of the Urban Colored Population, 
a pos1t1on which enabled him to collect further 
data for Black Metropolis, which was now tak­
ing form. In 1941 he returned to New Orleans 
to resume his teaching at Dillard and was soon 
involved in the struggle of the wartime com­
munity, where Negroes were denied decent jobs 
in the booming war industries. In the summer 
of 1942 he returned to Chicago, bitter against 
those who talked of destroying fascism abroad 
but refused to fight it at home. He and Cay­
ton were now working together on the manu· 
script of their book, and to bring it up to date 
Drake went to work in :o Chicago war plant. 
F or a few months he worked as a machinist's 
helper, learning firsthand much about Jim 
Crowism and anti-Semitism in the factories. 
Then D rake decided to join the merchant 
marine because, he says, "I d id not intend to be 
shoved around in my country's uniform and I 
did not intend to submit to segregation in the 
Army." As a pharmacist's mate, first class 
Drake s_eryed as a statistician in charge of X~ 
ray stat1st1cal work. He expects to return to 
the University of Chicago to complete his grad­
uate work on his discharge from service in 
early 1946. (For a period, in 1945 he worked 
o~ a research project with Lawre~ce D. Red­
dick, curator of the Schomburg Collection of 
Negro Literature.) 

\•/hen Cayton and Drake decided to combine 
the anthropological and sociological techniques 
in a study of the urban Negro, they used the 
material gathered originally under the 'vVPA 
project as well as a large amount o( data which 
each author collected by himself. Cayton studied 
the upper and the upper middle-class strata of 
society while Drake's province was the lower 
class-and from their notebooks came several 
chapters of Black Metropolis. The completed 
book, which was published in October 1945 
contains an introductory chapter by Richard 
\<\fright'"'. The Negro novelist wrote: "Black 
M elropolis is a scientific report upon the state 
of unrest, longing, hope among urban Negroes 
and in writing it Drake and Cayton were work~ 
ing within t!,c.: compass of the most normal 
ideas and moral imperatives of the \>Vest. A 
g reater claim than that no American can make 
for the right to be heard." 
. Before examining the contempora ry scene 
111 the second largest Negro city in the world, 
the authors trace the histor ical development of 
Chicago from its first settler, a Negro, through 
the years of Negro migration from the slave 
states and the period between the two world 
wars to lhe present. Detailing the life of the 
Negro in "The Black Ghetto," they reveal the 
operation and effect of the color line, which is 
sharpest in employment and housing. The 
well-documented d_escription of upper-, middle-, 
and lower-class hfe, covers many aspects of 
~v~ryday existence . . In the opinion of W right, 
1t 1s more than a picture of Negro frustration'/ 
for it shows b0_w "any ~be./ 
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come mangled, how any personalities can be­
come distorted, when men are caught in the 
psychological trap of being emotionally com­
mitted to the living of a life of freedom which 
is denied them." Cayton and Drake point out 
the danger of racial outbursts in the postwar 
years and offer a program of prevention in 
their concluding chapter, "Of Things To 
Come." The authors also emphasize that the 
problem of the Negro is no isolated issue, but 
one which involves the entire nation and the 
world. Sounding the "One '#orld" theme, 
they state: "The problems that arise in Bronze­
ville's Forty-seventh Street encircle the globe." 

Black M etropo/is was received with unani­
mous approval by the critics, who considered it 
an important contribution to American social 
history. Generally compared to such works 
as M·iddletoum by Robert and Helen Lynd, and 
American Dilemma by Gunnar Myrdal, it was 
called "a landmark not only in race studies 
but in the broader field of social ::inthropol­
ogy." In the Weekly Book Review Arna 
Bontemps found the book "a living portrait, a 
true likeness easily recognizable in a thou­
sand details"; while in the Natiou, Bucklin 
Moon called it "a rare combination of research 
and synthesis, a book to be deeply pondered." 
Vhiting in PM Walter White'" described it 
as "a lusty rau(ous tale of a racial giant fight­
ing to br;ak his ghetto_ bond_s." \Vhi_le this 
reviewer pointed out manor madequac,es, he 
emphasized the enormous value of the work. 
J n an otherwise favorable review in the N ew 
Republic, Thomas Sancton noted "proportion­
ately too much repetitious material," and, simi­
larly Lewis Gannett'" in his New York 
Herdld Tribune column said the book "cries 
and 00roans for a popular condensation." Harry 
A. Overstreet writing in the Saturday Review 
of Literature,' called Black Metropolis "a book 
for all Americans to read, since the facts it 
presents- unfavorable though they are to most 

of us-are essential to a full, critical knowl­
edge of ourselves." Of the same opinion, Louis 
\Virth in his New York Times review added: 
"Especially in the field of race relations . . . 
this volume makes a great contribution to the 
building of the future America and the free 
world." 

Both authors have written articles for vari­
ous publications and both are working on new 
books. Cayton, who has been labor columnist 
of the Pittsburgh Courier, has contributed to 
the Nation, the Chicago Sm1, and the American 
Journal of Sociology. His immediate writing 
plans include a history of Negro journalism 
and a biography of his family. Articles and a 
few poems by Drake have appeared in Cr·isis, 
Opporlw1ity, Christian Ce11t·1try, and the Jour­
nal of Ed11catio11al Sociology. He has three 
projects in progress : an autobiographical book, 
"White Folks I Have Known"; a study of 
nationalist movements in Asi:i. and Africa, for 
which he plan~ a research trip to the Orient; 
a work on the economic factor in race relations 
to be written in collaboration with his wife, 
who holds a doctorate in sociology. (Drake 
has been married to the former Elizabeth 
Dewey since June 1942.) Cayton, who is un­
married, is a big, muscular man, a lmost six 
feet tall, weighing two hundred pounds. Of 
slight build, Drake is about five ~eet five, and 
weighs one hundred and fi fty-e,ght pounds. 
The sociologist makes a hobby of collecting 
books, music, and paintings. Drake is an en­
thusiastic tennis player, and his special reading 
interest, he says, is Asiatic and African periodi­
cal literature dealing with the rise of nationalis1 
movements. 
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The Negro's Challenge 
BY HORACE R. CAYTON 

[La.rt week fames Boyd, a So11thern liberal, urged th, 
Negr<>es t<> be patient and to avoid policies which might 
provoke explosions. Bel<Jw, a well-known Negr<J news­
paperman replies in an article which, although completed 
some time be-fore the riots in Detroit, provides a signift­
,ant commentary on those and other recent racial dis­
turbances. 011r own views on the problems di.Icuued in 
theu two articles and on the recrudescence of mob vio­
lence directed against minorities will be found in the 
editorial section.-BDITORS THE NATION.} 

THE United States stands frozen and paralyzed be­
fore its Negro problem. The divergent and con­
tradictory streams of thought in its culture prevent 

it from even conceiving of a rational approach to a solu­
tion. The United States thinks of itself as a political 
democracy but knows that it maintains a semi-caste system 
within its social order. It believes itself to be a good 
nation, dedicated to the brotherhood of man, but it has 
never fully included the Negro in its political, economic, 
and social system. Now, facing the problem in an acute 
stage, it is unable to plan or to act to meet the impending 
crisis. 

The Negro problem is not new in this country. But 
since the war, as a result of the conflict of ideologies, it 
has become a world problem, and the United States must 
now do something about it. It must act not merely for 
moral reasons, to right the social injustices involved, but 
lor motives of self-interest, indeed, of self-preservation. 

We are fighting a yellow nation which has challenged 
white imperialism and ridiculed the so-called democracies 
for clinging to the notion of white superiority. We have 
a yellow nation as an ally, and we are desperately trying 
to hold in check the brown people of India. Japanese 
references to our treatment of the American Negro em­
barrass all of our attempts at psychological warfare. Every 
time a Negro is lynched here, the Japanese broadcast the 
event to China, India, and South America. The stupid 
racial policy of the Anglo-Saxon nations was an impor­
tant factor in their defeat in the Pacific. The United 
Nations will have the task after the war of setting up a 
new balance of power based upon a moral order which, 
to be workable, must include yellow, brown, and black 
people. How can America share in this when it does not 
include its own black citizens in the moral order prevail­
ing within its own boundaries? 

There is another reason why the contradiction of caste 
and democracy must be resolved. To develop its maxi­
mum striking power, in the factories, the .fields, and the 

armed forces, the nation cannot ignore one-tenth of its 
people. The sheer need for man-power is opening more 
and more opportunities to Negroes. But though many 
advances have been made, millions of Negroes are still 
idle or working in non-essential industries because 
Northern farmers refuse to employ them, many defense 
pl.ants limit their participation by a quota system, and 
the armed forces relegate them to limited services. 

And how about the Negroes; how do they feel? Many 
white persons who have inquired have been frightened 
by the answers they obtained. A change so profound that 
few persons realize its fateful meaning is taking place in 
the mentality of the American Negro. He has experi-

enced of late an upsurge of feeling which has given him 
a new sense of his own dignity and of his relationship 
to world events. 

The forces bringing about this change antedate our 
participation in the war. Negroes throughout the United 
States were aware and resentful of the rape of Ethiopia. 
Haile Selassie was to them a hero, and relatives of his in 
this country addressed numerous Negro audiences. Vari­
ous Negro newspapers first developed mass circulation 
through the appeal of the Ethiopian issue and the rise 
of Joe Louis. 

In the present conflict the Negro is finding the prob­
lems of the Chinese, the Indians, and the Burmese 
strangely similar to his own. In this sense the Negro has 
become more international-minded than the rest of the 
population. His sympathy with other colored peoples was 
aroused long before the general population had begun 
to question America's policy of isolationism. He came to 
have a certain respect for the Japanese, who had success­
fully fought three white nations, though his hope for the 
representation of dark people in the Allied peace rests 
with the Chinese. Realizing more acutely than whites the 
global significance of a guaranty of democratic rights and 
privileges to all peoples of the world, he has broken out 
of his caste-bound mentality, transcended his purely racial 
point of view ( which led him only to despair), and now 
sees his position in society as identified with that of the 
darker races of the world. 

The war has confronted the Negro with a situation 
which has forced him to sharpen his thinking and define 
for himself the role which he wishes to play in American 
civilization. The conflict between the pressure which was 
forcing him into a caste position and the slogans for de­
mocracy which raised his expectation of c9m_plete citizen­

ship have developed in him a new critical consideration 
of his position in the social structure of the country and a 
new attitude toward the theory and practice of democracy. 
At first this new capacity for critical analysis seemed to 
be expressed in a series of complaints. Brought up 
sharply against the paradoxes of democracy, the Negro 
·in this initial stage of the development of a line of action 
could do little more than articulate his discontent. But in 
the crucible of frustration and despair he is developing 
a new and positive line of thought which holds hope for 

black people and for the institution of democracy. He is 
adopting a point of view that is not inconsistent with the 
expressed aims of the United Nations. 

The change in the Negro's mentality has com.e about 
so rapidly that few people-even Negroes-realize its 
extent. It is expressed in his refusal to accept segregation 
without complaint even in the armed forces--numbers 
of Negroes have gone to prison rather than fight in a 
Jim Crow army-in impetuous individual defiance of 
cultural patterns of racial subordination, in the hysterical 
oratory of excited speakers for Negro rights. But under• 
neath all this is a determination to become a full citizen, 
to plan and think for himself regardless of past friends 
and old leaders. 

The basic issues i? the ~egro's struggle·have changed. 
While at first Negro demiods were simply for Negro 
rights, now they are for democratic rights for ,,II peoples 
throughout the world. While at first many Negroes were 



sullen and wished to see this country brought to its knees 
and made to realize that without them the war could not 
be won, and while at first they wished to withhold th,eir 
participation until certain concessions were granted, now 
they are demanding the right to participate in every 
phase of the war so that they can also participate in 
the peace. Demands for concessions have given way to 
demands for equality. 

As for the white people, many are reacting to the 
Negro's new attitude with fear or hate. In the South, 
~nd often in other parts of the country too, they fear 
that their prerogatives are being challenged. They are 
infuriated by the Negro press and in terror of the emo• 
tions which they sense behind the mask-like countenance 
of their once humble black servants. Southern Congress· 
men form alliances with reactionary Northern tories to 
stifle all legislation which might help ease racial tensions; 
middle-class people form leagues to maintain white su• 
premacy; the former Southern liberals caution Negroes 
to be patient; and the Lumpenproletariat whips itself up 
into a lynch mood. Of course,_ the Wendell Willkies, the 
Pearl Bucks, and the Bishop Sheils are trying to cope 
with the problem, but they are a minority. 

In the face of these conflicts and tensions the Admin· 
istration is bankrupt. As a matter of fact, the government 
cannot openly take cognizance of the Negro problem. 

The logic of our democratic culture forbids definitely 
assigning to the Negro a subordinate status, while the 
Southern poll-tax Congressmen block any positive propa• 
ganda of action for national unity. Officially the Negro 
cannot be given even a promise of liberation which will 
make him willing to wait and hope as the English expect 
the people of India to wait and hope. The myth of de· 
mocracy is, indeed, often used to prevent the employment 
of the most elementary mechanisms for racial adjust­
ments. A case in point was the attempt of Southern Con­
gressmen to eliminate the race-relations division of the 
Federal Housing Agency, because "this is a democracy 
and we don't need to consider the Neg_ro as different 
from anyone else." 

Many white liberals, North and South, appalled at the 
situation, have counseled the Negro to be patient. They 
have pointed out the gains which have accrued to him 
during the last three Admfoistrations and reviewed the 
progress the Negroes have made in the past three hun­
dred years. They assume that because of their past friend• 
ship Negroes should have faith in them and• in their 
analysis of the possibilities and dangers of aggressive 
action by Negroes at this moment. 

What many white liberals do not realize is that they 
are measuring the gains with an obsolete yardstick. At a 
time when peoples are being liquidated or given equality 
overnight, gradualism has little meaning. With a world 
revolution in progress one group of people cannot be 
held apart from the stream of thought and told to have 
faith in education and good-will. To ask the American 
Negro to go slowly is to attempt either to slacken the! 
international pace of social change or to isolate the Negro 
from the world forces in which he is engulfed. 

The direct antithesis of this so-called gradualism 
should not be thought of as an eruption of violence. Such 
an eventuality may result from too rapid change, but if 
it does, the explosion is not the measure of the pressure 
exerted by the Negro to rise in status; it is the measure 
of the reaction of whites against his rise. Changes in race 
relations should be thought of as a continuum, and to 
make gradualism, which is a rate of speed of change, and 
explosion, which is a possible result of too rapid change, 
opposite poles is to confuse the analysis of race relations. 

The likeliliood of success for a non-violent change is 
determined to a large extent by the social circumstances 
prevailing when the change is attempted. A minority 
finds its best opportunity to advance at a time when its 
claims for equal rights and privileges are in accord with 
the social aims of the dominant group. Since America is 
just now deeply concerned not only with living up to 
democratic principles at home but, together with other 
United Na-tions, with guaranteeing democracy to all peo­
ples everywhere, the present is a logical time for the 
Negro to seek to improve his position. Those who want 
Negroes voluntarily to relinquish their claims to demo• 
cratic rights and privileges are either not willing to put 
their ideologies to the test of reality or are denying by 
inference that this global war is being fought for the 
right of peoples everywhere to be free. 

The Negro is in many respects making a more rational 
analysis of contemporary events than many who would 
give him counsel. The struggle in which we are engaged 
is one against oppression-whether from the tyrannical 
forces of Hitler, Mussolini, and Hirohito, or from the 
colonial imperialism of the British Empire, or from the 
racial imperialism of the United States. To win a cheap 
military victory over the Axis and then to continue the 
exploitation of subject peoples within the British Empire 
and the subordination of Negroes in the United States 
is to set the stage for the next world war-probably a 
war of color. 

The manner in which the present war is prosecuted 
will determine the peace which is achieved and the new 
world order which is established. Writing the peace is 
not a process that begins with the declaration of an armis• 
tice. The movement of men, the opening of fronts, the 
political deals made during the war shape the peace long 
before the diplomats sit around a table. The partkipa• 
tion of China, of India, and of all the dark peoples, 
including the American Negro, will constitute a moral 
claim which cannot be ignored by the United Nations. 

When two worlds are at war-the world of fascism 
and the world of democracy-any hope for the brother• 
hood of man can arise only out of the struggle of 
people united for a common end. To insure a victory 
for the common man, who has too often been mobilized 
to fight for a noble objective only to .find himself cheated 
by selfish interests when a military victory was won, 
the essential elements of brotherhood must be achieved 
during the struggle itself. Brotherhood is both the means 
and the end of the struggle. This to many people is as 
rational as is the theory of gradualism or counting small 
gains. The Negro by refusing to accept gradualism may 
be helping A_merica to save itself, helping to establish 
the new world order which must eventually come if 
Western civilization is not lost tolascist reaction. 

This is not a program of action except in the most 
general sense. Any "pat" solution-any formula-should 
be regarded with great caution. Perhaps the .first step 
toward a solution should be the realization that the prob• 
lem of the American Negro is a world problem, that it 
is part of the problem of all the common people of the 
world. Somehow, through some mechanism, there must 
be achieved in America and in the world a moral order 
which will include the Amer-ican Negro and all other 
oppressed peoples. The present war must be considered 
as one phase of a larger struggle to achieve this new 
moral order. Nothing must blind us to the necessity of 
securing the larger -victor}'., In terms of the safety and 
welfare of our country and of our way of life, the strug• 
gle for the rights of the Ame.tican Negro is as important 
as the struggle for military victory over the enemy. 
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THE SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF PERSONAL DOCUMENTS 

Ruth Shonle Cavan 
Rockford College 

For the purpose of this paper a case study 
may be defined es a description of the atti­
tudes and conduct of a person, together with 
a historical account of the development of 
these attitudes and conduct. 

The analysis of case studies depends in part 
upon the purpose for which they were secured. 
The sociologist has tended to adopt the 
methods of the clinic, which accepts all 
types of cases and treats each one as unique, 
with the main purpose of remedying some per­
sonality difficulty. In contrast to this, 
the purl)Ose of the ce.se study for research 
is to test soire hypothesis. The sci en ti Uc 
point of view assumes that each case is not 
unique, but that general patterns may be 
found. Thus the re search case study seeks 
the general , the common, the universal: the 
typical rather than the unique . 

Since the purpose of the research case study 
is to establish uniformities in human behav­
ior, it is necessary t.:i have a number of 
cases. Onia case, no 1oattt1r h')llf carefully 
prepared, is not convincing. The spciolo­
gist cannot afford to pr esent one c&se &nd 
assume that conclusions drawn from it are 
valid. Only a number of cases carefully 
compared will reveal what is common to all 
cases, therefore what is significant, in 
contrast to what is incidental. 

The completeness of the case study depends 
upon the problem being studied. It is not 
always necessary to have an account of the 
subject's entire life. The material should 
be organized around the problem being stud­
ied end should b'3 limi te<1 t o data bearing 
upon the problem. 

Although the life bistory of the suhject is 
undoubtedly the heart of the case study, 
personal data are not necessarily limited to 
material secured from the subject. Observa­
tion, the reports of others, and test scores 
all yield valuable information and are 
sources little used by the sociologist. 

If cases ere to be compared in order to es­
tablish general patterns and laws of conduct, 
a certain unifonnity should be observed in 
the fields of experience covered by the 
cases. The day seems to have passed when 
sociologists may collect life histories 
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hither and yon and construct an analysis of 
behavior upon them. Ratner, life histories 
sLould be collected with a definite purpose 
in view to test a stated hypottiesis. The 
writer has experimented with guided inter­
views in order to secure unifonnity. Para­
graphs of questions are made out on each 
principal field to be covered in the inter­
view. These questions detine the field to 
the inteniewer and at the same time auggest 
opening questions to put to the subject. 

In this program, what is the place of the 
spontaneous life history? It seems unde­
sirable to limit case studies to spontaneous 
life histories. Such emotional outpourings 
come chiefly from people with unsolve~ prob­
lems 511d also with some gift of verbal ex­
pression. '!hose who have had few problems 
or who have successfully solved them, as 
viell as tbe inarticulate, are apt to be over­
looked. Hence general conclusions based only 
upon spontaneous life histories might not be 
valid. 

The way in which case studies are secured de­
termines to a great degree the way in which 
they ere u1sed. In general, cases have been 
used in four ways: as an i llustration of a 
preconceived conviction on tbe part of the 
interviewer; as a unique individual ccse -
usually presented without any real analysis; 
as a method of giving insight; and as one ot 
a series for careful analysis. The last 
seems the most sound. Here certain criteria 
ere selected end applied independently to 
each case. As objectively es possible the 
investigator determines whet processes are 
found; what types of behavior are represented 
in each case. Afterwards, this analysis of 
individual cases may then be compared so 
that uniformities and general laws may be 
discovered. 

In conclusion, the process of using personal 
documents would consist of forI11.1lating a hy­
pothesis to be tested; selecting the fields 
of experience in which the hypothesis might 
be teated; selecting the subjects to be in­
terviewed; inteniewing them with reference 
to the selected fields; selecting criteria 
for the analysis of the cases; analyzing each 
case independently; compe.ring the cases for 
uniformities and general patterns. 
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THE PROBLEM, OBJECTNES AND METHODS OF THE STUDY 
OF THE NEGRO COMMUNITY IN CHICAGO 

Horace R. Cayton 
Unrvo1,tt~ ◄•rMcne,o 

The general problem of the research is inter­
preted as an analysis of the principles of 
"class" and "caste" in organizing the rela­
tions between Negroes and whites in Chicago. 

The place of the individual in most societies 
is determined either by "social competition" 
the most important form of which is class or 
by "fixed &tatus" (one form of which is 
caste). There is a sharp contradiction be­
tween the principle of fixed status, by which 
ar: individual is assigned a permanent role by 
inheritance or by external assigruoont and that 
that of free competition in which the indi­
viduel has the possibility of changing his 
position by becoming vertically mobile. 

Recent investigations such as the one made 
in Natchez, Mississippi , under the direction 
of W. Lloyd Warner have attempted to define 
Negro-white relations in terms of the organi ­
zation and structure of the society. To 
these students of the problem it appeared 
that relations between Negroes and whites in 
the South were regulated by a caste system. 
Our problem is to analyze these relations in 
Chics.go . 

The introduction of large numbers of Negroes 
during the World War and after into the rela­
tively mobile class society of the North 
brought new and acute problems of social ad­
justment and an attempt to give the Negro 
migrants a fixed status position, and pre­
scribe the area of their social competition. 

A cursory examination of the Negro conmunity 
reveals a fundamental Negro-white dichotomy, 
expressed through a predominantly ·~eparate 
"social" life and expressed spatially in an 
extreme concentration of Negroes in a "Black 
Belt" with restricted sps.tial mobility out­
ward. In the economic and political struc­
tures there is no dichotomy between Negroes 
and whites, but Negroes for the most x:ert 
occupy the lowest position in these hier­
archies, and usually play a subordinate role 
wherever they participate in the total struc­
ture. However there is evidence that Negro­
white relations are also based to an extent 
upon a class principle. Because of the in­
fluence of the democratic logics of the so­
ciety the attempt to reduce the Negro to a 
non-cempeting fixed status group has not 
found any expression in law and dogma. Exe­
gamy is far from unusual in the community. 
Certainly the duties , privileges, obliga­
tions, and opportunities are unequally dis­
tributed, but there is nothing like the rigid 
line which is found in the South. In Chicago, 
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a white me.n could conceivably be arrested by 
a Negro policeman under a law introduced by 
a Negro legislator, be prosecuted by a Negro 
state ' s attorney before a Negro judge and 
kept imprisoned by a Negro guard. The labor 
movement in Chicago has incorporated thou­
sands of Negroes within its ranks with white 
workers who have organized to meet a co11S>n 
economic problem on a class basis. 

Thus wo find existent in Chicago two general 
and conflicting principles of social organi­
zation by which Negro-white relations are 
regulated--caste and class. The interests 
of the research lie in analyzing the func­
tioning of these principles in Chicago, 
pointing out the fields of social life 
characterized by each , in examining the 
trends in the society operating to strengthen 
or weaken either principle. The study hopes 
also to be aole to indicate to some extent 
the influence of urban versus rural areas in 
regard to the functioning of the principles 
of caste and class. 

To achieve the major ends of the studY, three 
major tasks will be undertaken. (1) To de­
scribe and analyze the position of the Negro 
and the nature of Negro-white relations in 
the total society. (2) To describe the Ne­
gro conmunity, its development and struc­
ture. (3) To analyze the effect of Negro­
white relationships upon the development and 
structure of the Negro comnunity. 

Such a general conception of the task has 
involved the integration of three main me­
thodological approaches; the methods and 
concepts of the ecologist, the cultural an­
thropologist, and those who have used the 
life history as a means of analyzing modern 
communities. Three major sources have been 
utilized in asserr.bline data for the research: 
statistical data, interviews , and life his­
tories , At the present time ten research 
assistants are collaborating in analyzes of 
the many substructures in the co11D1unity. A 
staff of selected white collar W.P.A. work$rs 
has done the clerical and field work .in as­
sembling the data. 

The research hopes to provide comparative 
material for work already done in the South 
end elsewhere, and to make some contributions 
to the methodology of social anthropology 
which will aid ot~er researches in large ur­
ban centers, as well as to gain insight int9 
Negro-white re}ations in Chicago , to l~ the 
basis for further studies on Negro-white 
relationships 11.h the United states. 
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RESEARCH ON THE URBAN NEGRO 

ELAINE OGDEN MCNEIL AND HORACE R. CAYTON 

ABSTRACT 

Since the Negro's position is an essential part of the social structure in the South, 
a structural approach is generally sufficient for studying Negro-white relations. In the 
North, however, the social structure does not depend on keeping the Negro (or other 
"aliens") in a given place; and the status of minority groups has been marked by rapid 
changes. The nature of urban life and the differences in the sentiments of northerners 
as against southerners are examined as explanation of these changes. It is found that 
fixed status rather than free competition tends to govern the Negro's position in social 
relations based on primary contacts, while competition is allowed in other spheres. The 
interaction of social distance and free competition thus determines his position in the 
social structure at any given moment. By devising indices of fixed status and free 
competition, Negro-white relations in various societies may be directly compared. 

The most fundamental and rapid social changes in America today are 
occurring in the cities, and it is in the cities that more and more Negroes 
are now coming to live. The increase in urbanization has been greater in 
recent decades for the Negro than for the white population, the percentage 
increase between the years 1920 and 1930 for the Negro population being 
almost 46 per cent, and that for the white population about 24 per cent.' 
The present interest of social scientists both in urbanism and in race re­
lations has motivated our attempt to formulate a theoretical framework 
in which to study the Negro population of large urban localities. 

Several of the recent investigations of Negro communities were made 
in the " Deep South," in localities characterized by stability in the social 
order and small population aggregates! These studies have in common 
the so-called "structural approach"; they have indicated the place of the 
Negro in the social structure and the myths and sanctions which keep him 
"in his place."3 In the study which we have been making of the Chicago 

'The percentage of the 189<> Negro population which was urban was 19.4; by 1910 
this proportion had increased to 27.4 per cent; and two decades later, in 1930, the census 
reported that 43. 7 per cent of all Negroes lived in urban places. 

'Among these studies are John Dollard's Caste and Cla-ss i1i a Soutliem Town (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1937); Hortense Powdermaker's After Freedom (New 
York: Viking Press, 1939); and Deep South, by Allison Davis and Burleigh and Mary 
Gardner, under the direction of W. Lloyd Warner (in press). 

' Powdermaker modifies the strictly structural approach. After pointing out the 
necessity of analyzing the social structures of both the white and Negro communities, 
she states: "Yet what we deal with in this hybrid community is less structure than a 
process, a complex of actions and interactions to which structure forms a background 
itself hardly static." (op. cit., p. 71). 

.. 
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Negro community,4 the perspectives and methods employed in the re­
search on the southern Negro were re-examined to ascertain their adapta­
bility for our problems. Analysis of the social structure was of great 
value in showing the present social differentiation within the Negro popu­
lation and the relations between the social structure of the entire city and 
the Negro community, as well as laying a basis for comparable studies in 
other cities.s It soon became apparent, however, that our research 
problem also required an analysis which would reveal the changing posi­
tion of the Negro in the structure. The necessity for an additional ap­
proach, different from that used by students in the South, arose out of 
the radically different nature of the setting of the study. 

In the Deep South the Negro occupies a "caste" position, according to 
some of the recent studies mentioned above. It is on the subordination of 
the Negro that the social order depends. Maintaining the Negro in his 
traditional place is essential for the smooth functioning of the economy, 
the political system, the educational system, and other parts of the social 
structure.6 The study of the South at various periods of its history shows 
that Negroes and whites have lived side by side for generations, and yet 
Negroes have always been separate from whites in the structures of the 
society. 

In the North, on the other hand, the economy, the political system, and 
the educational system were not designed to subordinate or segregate the 
Negro population; their stability does not hinge on "keeping the Negro 
in his place." Again in contrast with the Sou th, the North has experienced 

• St. Clair Drake, "Churches and Voluntary Associations in the Chicago Negro 
Community"; Estelle Hill Scott, "Occupational Changes among Negroes in Chicago," 
and Mary Elaine Ogden (McNeil), "The Chicago Negro Community: A Statistical 
Description" (reports of the Work Projects Administration, District 3, Chicago 
[mimeographed]); and other unpublished monographs on various aspects of the Negro 
community of Chicago, sponsored by the Institute for Juvenile Research and adm.inis­
tered by the Work Projects Administration. 

s W. H. R. Rivers points out that comparative stud.ies demand a structural approach 
("The Ethnological Analysis of Culture," Natme, LXXXVII [19II), 358-6o). 

6 In describing the social order of the South, Reuter states: "The selection and 
placement of population and the economic structure were determined by the character 
of the natural area. The racial status and d.ivision of labor were essential parts of the 
system. The political system was formed as a tool of the economic interests. The social 
and moral order developed as a natural outgrowth of the economic and political ar­
rangements. The ideological system arose immediately and inevitably from the system 
itself" (Edward B. Reuter, "Competition and the Racial Division of Labor," Race 
ReJati011s ana the Race Problmi, ed. Edgar T. Thompson [Durham: Duke University 
Press, 1939], p. 54). 
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successive invasions by various foreign-born groups which have entered 
the structure as subordinates, but with the passage of time have become 
dispersed throughout it. For example, the Irish of the past century in 
Chicago were looked down upon and ridiculed by the native whites, but 
today the Irish have achieved positions of power and prestige in the 
various hierarchies of the society. 1 Analysis of the position of Negroes in 
the total society of Chicago shows that there are levels in the substruc­
tures of the society (e.g., the economic, the political, and the "social") 
beyond which Negroes are not found. 8 In the economic structure most 
Negroes are found in the lower levels of the hierarchy, performing un­
skilled work. In the political hierarchy, while there may be Negro alder­
men, there is not a Negro mayor. On the other band, it can be shown 
that there are certain places in the social organization of the city where 
Negroes have developed a separate structure of their own, the most strik­
ing of which is the system of social classes which parallels that of the 
whites.9 

A further contrast between the Deep South and an urban center such 
as Chicago is found in the realm of sentiments. All over the South the 
Negro's status is "fixed" to a large extent; there is repression against any 
attempt to change that status and a belief permeating the entire society 
of his innate inferiority and the eternal necessity of preserving the color 
line. The social logics of the North do not so compulsively emphasize 

1 During the fifties, according to Bessie Louise Pierce, "competition from cheap 
Irish labor was dreaded just as later that of Negro labor was feared. The attitude of 
labor toward the Negro, therefore, was not entirely racial" (A History of Chicago [New 
York: Knopf, 1940), II, 185 n.) 

• Park states in his recent paper on race relations: "It seems, then, that one may 
think of race relations as existing not only on different levels, that is (x) ecological, (2) 
economic, (3) political, (4) personal and cultural, but one may think of these different 
levels as constituting a hierarchy o( relations of such a nature that change upon any one 
level will invariably have repercussions, not immediately, but finally, upon every 
other" (Thompson, op. ci,., pp. 34- 35) . 

, An interesting development in Negro-white relations is seen in the rise of "bi­
racialism." Living in a segregated community, and isolated from participation in parts 
of the white social structure, Negroes have capitalized on this segregation and isolation 
by developing a race consciousness and a race pride and by voluntarily building up a 
separate economic structure, hoping thereby to parallel the white structure and to offer 
greater economic opportunities for Negroes. See Charles S. Johnson, Tit~ &011omic 
Slal11-s of Negroes {summary and analysis of the materials presented by the conference 
on the Economic Status of the Negro, held in Washington, D.C., May 11- 13, 1933, 
under the sponsorship of the Julius Rosenwald Fund [Nashville: Fisk University Press, 
19331), p. 14. 
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white American supremacy-the population is too heterogeneous for the 
support of this racial doctrine. The expediencies of city life, the charac­
teristic mobility, anonymity, and secondary relationships of individuals, 
the division of labor and the consequent interdependence of the city popu­
lation'• do not present a favorable setting for the tremendous expenditure 
of attention and energy seen in the South to keep the Negro "in his 
place."" The implications of these differences are that Negroes have 
fuller participation in northern city life than they enjoy in the rural areas 
and small towns of the South. 

If any one process characterizes urban, life it is the intense competition 
which is evident in all spheres of life and which leads to great extremes of 
wealth, power, and prestige. Cooley, in his essay entitled "Personal Com­
petition," describes the general relation between social conditions and the 
intensity of competition in the following propositions: "The intensity 
of competition varies: (1) with the degree of personal liberty; (2) with 
the rate of social change; (3) inversely as the efficiency of the selective 
agents."" There is no doubt that both the degree of personal liberty and 
the rate of social change are greater in the city of the North than in the 
rural South, and especially as these factors affect Negroes. The "selective 
agents" in the South are certainly efficient-so efficient that Negroes are 
not allowed to compete for many of the values of the society there. This 
is true to a much more limited degree in the Nortl1. 

For the Negro, and other "visible" groups, race distinctions serve to 
limit the effectiveness and areas of competition. Race antipathy, the 
vague sense of insecurity which results from contact with strangers,'3 
is further reinforced by the tradition of the South in the case of Negro­
white relations. Color and cultural differences are bases for barring 
Negroes (and other "alien" groups) from certain neighborhoods in the 
city and from intimate social participation with "whites."'4 Race con-

,. Louis Wirth, "Urbanism as a Way of Life," American J ottrnal of Sociology, XLIV 
(July, 1938), 1- 24. 

"B. Schrieke, Alien Americans (New York: Viking Press, 1936). 

"C. H. Cooley, Sociologicat Tlteory and Social Research (New York: Henry Holt, 
1930), pp. 168-69. 

'l Robert E. Park, "The Bases of Race Prejudice," Annals of tlte American Academy 
of Political and Social Science, CXXXX (November, 1928), u - 20. 

'' It is apparent that to posit all "whites" against all "Negroes" as two contrasting 
groups is an oversimplification. Among whites as among Negroes, extreme differentia­
tion of attitude toward the "opposite" race is found, not the least significant of which is 
indifference. 
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flict arises in the northern city when Negro competition is felt keenly 
enough, at which point color becomes a symbol of unwanted competition. 
It is when the numbers of colored competitors threaten coveted residential 
space, economic gains, political power, or other values of the society that 
race conflicts arise. '5 

In the Chicago study it seemed fruitful to regard the position of Negroes 
from two viewpoints: Negroes as competitors and Negroes as a fixed­
status group. In certain areas of social life Negroes participate as com­
petitors; in other spheres, they are noncompetitors. In the first kind of 
area, competition is regulated by custom and convention; but in the 
other areas competition does not exist-the principle of fixed status there 
determines the position of Negroes.16 

The competition of Negroes for space, for jobs, for political power, and 
for social recognition in Chicago is recognized both by Negroes and by 
whites. Underlying these, there is, of course, the struggle for existence, a 
basic and unconscious biological process which, however, is modified by 
economic factors as well as by the demographic characteristics of the 
ethnic groups-for example, age-sex distribution and marital condition.'7 

Competition for space is a basic ecological process, which, in a city where 
race and ethnic segregation occurs, may be regarded as competition be­
tween the ethnic groups. Negroes are limited in their competition for jobs 
by lack of training and skills, and probably only in times of labor short-

•s Some clue to the intensity of the competition between Negroes and whites for land, 
jobs, and status which has resulted in conflict is to be found in the number of brutal 
race riots which, within a brief period, followed the Negro migration to the North. 
Johnson points out that in East St. Louis the riot was over Negro workers who had 
menaced jobs of white workers; the Chicago race riot was caused by the conflict of 
Negro and white workers in the Stock Yards for jobs and the competition for space in 
Hyde Park; the riot in Arkansas rose out of a desire to curb the tenants' demand for more 
for their cotton; and in the Atlanta riot of 1906, a chief incitement to violence was the 
menace to the economic security of whites by Negro carpenters and bricklayers (Charles 
S. Johnson, "Race Relations and Social Change," in Thompson, op. cit., p. 286). 

16 It is important to emphasize that the attempt of whites to limit the competition of 
Negroes is directed not only against them, but against all groups of potential competi­
tors who are "visible" in appearance or language, or culturally of a lower standard of 
living and hence identifiable as competitors. Because of the Negro's higher degree of 
visibility and the tradition of slavery the Negro is perhaps more limited in his ability to 
compete with whites than other "non-white" groups. See Robert E. Park, "The Nature 
of Race Relations," in Thompson, op. cit., pp. 3-45; and Charles S. Johnson, "Race 
Relations and Social Change," in Thompson, op. cit., pp. 271-303. 

11 S. J. Holmes, The Negro's Stmgglefor Sm,,ival (Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1937). 
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ages are Negroes competing with whites on equal terms. Some Negroes, 
however, have obtained positions of economic power in the city. The 
political power of Negroes is fully realized by Chicago politicians and by 
Chicago Negroes themselves, and in politics Negroes have made gains 
which could not have been attained through other means. Negroes, how­
ever, do not belong to white churches or social clubs, nor do they marry 
into white families;18 and there is a system of social classes among Negroes 
which is separate from other systems of social classes which exist among 
whites. 

The Negro is ever attempting to widen the sphere within which he may 
be allowed to compete. Each new achievement of a Negro-whether it 
be the winning of a world's title in sports, or a new appointive position in 
the city government-is hailed by the Negro press as a step forward. New 
migrants are amazed and delighted to see Negro policemen, to have a 
Negro alderman, to see a Negro employee in the public library. After a 
while these gains of the Negro in the North are taken for granted and the 
Negro loses more and more of the "caste mentality" which he could not 
avoid developing in the South and comes to think of himself as being able 
to advance his status beyond any allowed him there. 

However, in social relations based on primary contacts, race antip­
athy serves to preserve the color line. In intimate social relations with 
whites based on nonutilitarian motives, Negroes are barred, for here the 
sentiment of race prejudice inhibits the development of primary relations, 
and the mores of the society crystallize the belief in the undesirability, if 
not the danger, of intimacy with persons of different racial origin. Whites 
may not want to eat with Negroes, to live in the same neighborhood with 
them, or to marry Negroes, but whites will work with Negroes for mutual 
gains and will compete with them for prestige in sports, scholarship, or 
political power-for economic interdependence, collective action, and 
competitive co-operation are characteristic of city life, just as is social 
distance. 19 

Social distance fixes the role of the Negro in certain spheres of social 
life; competition allows him to widen the area in which he participates. 
It is the interaction of these two processes which determines his position 
in the social structure at any given moment, and the direction of the proc-

•8 Interracial marriages do not represent marriages between "families" in the sense 
that the families encourage or sanction such marriages. On the contrary, interracial 
couples are generally ostracized by both Negroes and whites. 

'9 See the discussion by Park of "sentiments" and "interests" in Robert E. Park and 
Ernest W. Burgess, The City (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1935), chap. i. 
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esses can be fully perceived only by a structural analysis of the society in 
which the processes are taking place. The rise of separate Negro social 
structures is a response to the fixed status of Negroes enforced by whites 
in the areas of social life where primary contacts predominate. In the 
relationships so characteristic of city life-namely, the secondary, im­
personal, instrumental relationships, where other persons are regarded as 
means rather than as ends in themselves-interests rather than senti­
ments motivate behavior and thus Negroes are not barred from compe­
tition. But even in these instrumental relationships, competition is not 
as effective for Negroes as for whites in determining place in the social 
structure, for Negroes are subject to race antipathies and are thus limited 
in their mobility. On the other hand, the Negro's position in the various 
parts of the social structure is continually changing, responding to changes 
in economic conditions {prosperity, depression), to change in political 
administration (conservative, liberal), as well as to pressure by Negroes 
themselves or by agencies or groups interested in raising the Negro's 
status. 

A fruitful method of studying Negro personality was found in the 
analysis of the individual effects of the principles of fixed status and free 
competition in operation in the society. In the northern city, influenced 
by the democratic ideology and the freedom of city life, the Negro lives 
in two worlds-the white world and the Negro world. He becomes aware 
of the contradiction between the ideology of democracy and free com­
petition and the fixed status to which he is assigned by whites. While in 
the South, there is little doubt as to how he ought to act, in a city like 
Chicago he is often not at all sure. He may work for a white man and 
receive recognition for his skill and capabilities, but he must not "marry 
the boss's daughter." He may be awarded a degree from the university, 
but he cannot expect to practice medicine in a white hospital, be pledged 
to a white fraternity, or attend the Senior formal dance-at least not 
under ordinary circumstances. But there is no strict rule to guide him. 
White northerners are themselves often uncertain as to how to act with 
Negroes, what to expect from them, and how far to treat them as equals. 

The marginal personality•• of many Negroes is the result of their dual 
position in society, because of the fact that in a supposedly democratic 
society they are allowed to compete for some values but are not allowed 
to compete for others. If their status were unalterably fixed and explicitly 

20 We do not believe that all Negroes in Chicago are "marginal," but "marginality" 
is more characteristic of Negroes in Chicago than in a stable southern community. 
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defined in all aspects of social life, Negroes would perhaps become ac­
commodated to this situation. If, on the other hand, Negroes competed 
fully and equally in all spheres of life, they would not develop a mentality 
different from other persons in the society. In either case the marginal 
man would disappear, for this personality arises out of the confusion 
which exists in the minds of persons in a society characterized by the 
principles of both fixed status and free competition. 

In conclusion, the position of the Negro in the South is embodied in the 
structure of the society, and his continued subordination, therefore, is 
necessary to insure its smooth functioning. To the extent that his position 
remains consistent with the social structure, a structural analysis is ade­
quate as a method of study." In the North, the social structure does not 
depend on the subordination of the Negro, and rapid changes in his status 
have occurred within a relatively short period of time. Therefore, in ad­
dition to a structural analysis, it is necessary to study the processes and 
the sentiments sanctioning the processes which allow the Negro to change 
his position in the structure. 

From the intensive investigation of Chicago and of other cities of 
different functional and regional types, a number of "indices" of free 
competition and fixed status which determine the Negro's place in the 
structure might be devised which would make possible a comparison of 
Negro-white relations for the cities studied. The various studies of Negro­
white relations could then be placed in a continuum, the two poles of 
which would be the ideal types of communities characterized by free 
competition and fixed status. It would then be possible to bring into one 
general framework the studies of the caste-like societies of the Deep 
South, of the contrasting urban societies in Chicago and New York, and 
all other variations of this dimension which might exist. 

CmCACO, I u .lNOIS 

" It must not be assumed, however, that even the rural parts of the South are com­
pletely stable at the present moment. 



URGES MAYOR TO APPOINT 
• 

CAYTON ON HOUSING BOARD 
, t..< ' ,--.. ~ .I ~ ~. 

Mayor Edward J . Kelly Is being 
urged by prominent citizens and 
several organizations throughout 
the city to aopoint Horace R. Ca4-
ton, for five years con~ilh 
tll• -social science division of the 
University of Chicago. to one of 
the two vacancies now existing on 
the Chicago Housing Authority. 
These vacancies were made through 
the ineligibility of John R. Fugard 
and William Carney, both white. 
who reside out of the city and can­
not serve because of a government 
ruling. 

Mr. Cayton's name was propos­
ed when it cas cited that the Race 
needed representation on the board 
due lo the [act ot the acute hous­
ing ~hortage on the South Side. He 
has had experience in housing and 
is an expert in the field of popu­
lation. He has been in addition a 
special assistant to the Secretary of 
the Interior, an instructor in the 
Department of Economics Fisk 
university. and .1 fellow 

0

of the 
Rosenwald Fund. He is recognized 
throughout the country as an ex­
pert in the field of urban problems 

and race relations. 
The Chicago Housing Authority 

has supervision over all govern- \ 
ment housing nroiects that will be 
built in Chicago. The proposed 
South Parkway Gardens project 
comes under its jurisdiction. Other 
cities that have already built their 
housing units have Race members 
on their boards. Recently, Mayor 
Schltz of Louisville, Ky.. appoint­
ed Attorney Everett Harris, a Race 
member, to the Louisville Housing 
Authority. 

When informed that Mayor Kelly 
was considering the appointment of 
Mr. Cayton. Dr. Louis Wirth of the 
department of sociology, U. of C .. 
said: '•It goes without saying that 
the Negroes of the city are among 
the poorest housed of our popula­
tion and present the most acute and 
complicated housing problemr. 
There ic therefore good reason to 
have someone on the Authority who 
has a scientific knowledge of this 
problem, who enjoys the full con- ' 
fidencP. of the Negro community 
an~ at_ the same ti!"ie is sufficiently I 
ob3ect1ve to see this problem in the I 
perspective of the city as a whole.

1 
It is not only, therefore. in the in­
terests of the Negroes. but also of 
Chicago that sorneon~ like Mr. Cay-, 
ton should be 1ominated for mem­
bership on the body." 



AUTHORITY ON IHOUSING 
PREDICTS RACE RIOT IF 
R illJ~JLO~.~ ·CONTINUE 

CHICAGO, March 24-Hoi·~ce F 
ayton, who Is doing sp@@lll a&r 
~ niversity of Chicago, and 

Is an acknowledged authority in 
the new field of "Hop " pre­
dicted another "race ~ unlei,s 
something is done about restrictive 
covenants, either legally or arbi­
ti·a1·ily, at the Woman's Advisory 
Committee of the South Cc n tr a I 
Branc!,, United Charities, Monday 
at a noon-day luncheon. 

"This second 'Race riot' will be 
htid at the door of the busincs~ 
office of the University of Chi­
cago," he stated. "There is, right 
now an altemp by subterfuge to 
comp1·ess the Negro group and 
push them off the Laite Front by 
the University's business office 
which is dominated by the Chicago 
Real Estate Board. 

"There are sulTicicnt homes on 
the South Side for 140,000 people 
and Into these there must be c1·owd• 
ed 1901000," averred Mr. Cayton. 

A lengthy discussion of t h e 
Gregory report (a State relief in­
vestigation) was covered by P rof. 
Wayne MeMillen, University of 
Chicago, Department of Sociolog~ 



Flees Europe 

ogist, Ro~ 
d1&t lYt"-tll 
red Land 

Use Survey in Chicago, who hail 
just returned from a trip to Eu­
rope suddenly ended by World 
War II. He was studying social, 

• economic and housing conditions 
in the British Isles and on the 
Continent of Jj<.._ .., .•• ..:,,(ANP). ✓ 

FELLOVvs;-11p~ 



COM~ IN 
CHARTS, MAPS 
SEE,N BY 500 ~ 
Work Of WPA Research j I, 

Projects Is Put On • 
Exhibition I · 

Approximately 500 persons 
attended the exhibit held I 

Tuesday at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, 5700 Prairil 
avenue, of the survey of the 
Race community carried on by 
Works Progress administration , 
white collar projects during the 
past two years. 

AT WPA EXHIBIT -

The research on the community 
covers physical and social aspects I 
of the community. Included are 
housing, vital statistics, population 
irowth, juvenile delinquency and 
other forms o! tlisorganization, as­
aociations and churches, the family, 
social classes, business, labor, pol­
itics and education. 

Marva Louis Barrow was one of several outstanding women to pour 
tea at an exhibit of the work being done by a WPA research project 
at tbeChurch of the Good Shepherd, Tuesday. Prof. Lloyd W. Warner, 
white, research director of the University of Chicago and 

,iiX~s.uoerintendent of the project, holding tea cup, discuss progress 

The exhibit consisted of maps, 
charts, graphs and tables and fin­
ished manuscript on these subjects. 
Samples of interview material and 
statistical proce.,ses used for anly-
1es of data were also ~hown. 

Arrangements for the exhibit 
were made by Miss Hazel Hayes, 
Miss Joy Schultz, Miss Elaine Og­
den, Chauncey Spencer and Harry 

Jones. 
In charge of the various parts of 

the exhibit were the tollowmg re­
search assistants and supervisors: 
Ecology and population, Miss Elaine 
Ogden; associations and churches, 
St. Clair Drake; community studies, 
Miss JJoy Schultz; busines5, Jos­
eph Semper; occupations, George 
McCray; family, John Given; Bib­
liography, Mrs. Elizabeth Wimp; 
politics, Elmer Henderson; newspa­
per.!', Mi..-.s Elizabeth Johns; and 
statist:cs, Miss Juanita Simpson and 

e kit as Mrs. Barrow looks on. -WPAphoto. 

Sylvanus Tyler. Theproiec are co-sponsored by 
Hostesses at the tea table during Professor w. Lloyd Warner of the 

the afternoon included Mrs. Robert Ur-1versity of Chicago, the Institute 
R. Taylor, Mrs. Joe Louis Ba~row, for Juvenile Research, and tile II­
Miss Vivian H~r~h, Mrs. L1lhan,inois State Employment serw~·~e. 
Summers, Mrs. L1lhan Procter Falls, Horace R. Cayton is the supt m• 
Mrs. Earl Dickerson and Mrs. Ruth tendenl 
Moore Smith. It was through the efforts o! t. e 

Background music was furnished ommitlee !or Re-employment that 
by the Federal Music proje~t headed money was raised to pay the re~t 
by Mrs. Mabel S. Hurd1e_n. As- for housing the projects and 11. 1s 
aisling wittl lt:!a wtre maids fur- this committee which i., largely re-­
nished by the Household Demon- aponsible :tor the success ol the 
stration project of the Works Pro- project. 
aress administration. ------~-



First Public Exhibition Of WP A Race Research 
Project In Cbieago To QJ>en Qn Tuesday 

Tuesday, Jan. 10, bas been 
set for the first public exhibit 
of Works Progress Adminis­
tration projects, sponsored by 
Prof. W. L. Warner of the 
University of Chicago and the In­
stitute for Juvenile Research, which 
have been in operation for the past 
two ye!lrs in a comprehensive sur­
vey of the Race community in Chi­
cago. 

The exhibit will be held at the 
Church of the µ<>od Shepherd, 5700 
Prairie avenue, from 2 to 6 p.m. and 
tea wlil be served. 

The research covers all aspects of 
community life, including housing, 
vital statistics, associations and 
churches, politics, the family, social 
classes, juvenile delinquency, busi­
ness and labor. 

The study has attracted consider­
able attention during the time it has 
been in progress. Last summer three 
of the research supervisors were 
asked to read papers at the Annual 
Institute of the Society for Social 
Research, held on the campus of the 
University of Chicago. 

At this meeting Horace R. Cayton, 
superintendent of the projects, St 
Clair Drake, instructor on leave 
from Dillard university, and Estelle 
Hill Scott, former research director 

I 
at Fisk university, presented some 
of their findings. 

A few weeks later Mr. Cayton was 
asked to appear before a research 
group in Los Angeles, Calif~ report­
ing on the study. 

Professor Warner, co-sponsor of 
the projects, has been requested to 
address the Midwest Sociological So­
ciety convention, meeting next 
March, on certain upects of the 
,t.udy, 

Among the social scientists who 
have examined the work of these 
pr oj__ects and who have expressed 
keen interest in the study are E. 
Franklin Frazier, professor of soci­
ology at Howard university; Charles 
Johnson, head of the department of 
sociology at Fisk university; A. L. 
Foster, executive secretary of the 
Chicago Urban League; Robert E. 
Park, emeritus professor of the Uni­
versity of Chicago; T. Arnold HiJJ, 
research director of the National 
Urban League, George E. Haynes, 
secretary of race relations of the 
Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America; Louis Wirth, pro­
fessor of sociology at the University 
of Chicago, and others. 

Last year, a public-spirited com­
mittee assisted in raising funds to 
provide housing accommodations for 
these projects, in an undertaking 
which received considerable atten­
tion and support from the communi­
ty itself. 

The group earrylnf on the re­
search represents .in unusually high 
level of education and experience, 
Approximately 90 per cent are mem­
bers of the Race. Fifty-eight per 
cent of all the 200 workers have had 
some post high school education. 

Over a querter of the personnel 
have received degrees from ac­
credited Institutions of higher learn­
ing, and anot-her third have attended 
business school or college. Several 
have their master's degree. 

The supervisors of these projects 
were chosen for their positions by 
their education.al qualifications and 
their experience in social research. 
There are seven Race and four white 
supervisors. 

Most of these supervisors have had 
graduate work In social science and 
all had had experience in research 
before coming on the projects. Some 
have been promoted to supervisory 
status after demonstrating their 
ability in other sections of the re­
search. 

Exhibits will be given of the work 
on six projects. The first project 
was set up to study the cultural as­
pects of juveni!e delinquency in the 
community. 

Later on, projects were set up and 
approved to study migration and 
mobility, churches and other asso­
ciations, and the occupational sta­
tus of black citizens in Chicago. 

In turn these studies led to two 

Horace R. Cayton, superintendent, conferring with one of the aide■ above. 
The statistical section which tabulated figure■ on Sur vey below. 

more-a· bibliographical .study, and 
a detailed study of the occupational 
characteristics and trE:nds in occu­
pational opportunities for members 
of the Race in Chicago at the pres­
ent time. 

The study of juvenile delinquency 
included statistical, interview, and 
autobiographical data. This p.roject, 
at one time employing 132 persons, 
established a large fund of material 
which is being used for basic data 
in studying other aspects of Race 
community li!e. 

The occupational .study ascer­
tained the trend in numbers and 
proportions of Race members gain­
fully employed at each census year 
since 1890, compared these trends 
with the occupational status of the 
whole Chicago population at these 
years, and analyzed the age, sex, 
and marital conditions of Race gain­
ful workers. 

The problem of the- adjustment of 
the migrant Race population i.n Chi­
cago to metropolitan urban life and 
the relation of mobility to llOCial ad­
justment were tne centnll' interests 
of another project. 

The importance of this study is 
evident when. 1t la .remembered._ that 
80 per cent of the Race citizen now 
living In the city were born outsi~ 
the state of Illinois. 

A fourth project is interested In 
the churches and other 11S11ociation1 
of the Race population. These asso­
ciations include social, political, 
civic, and cultural societies and 
clubs. 

The bibliography which is in pro­
cess of being compiled will be the 
only comprehensive annotated bibli­
ography of the literature on the 
Race in the world. 

This project has been recently 
started under the supervision of the 
former librarian of M:inual Training 
School in Bordentown, N.J. 

The newest project is on occupa­
tional characteristic. and trends in 
occupational opportunities for mem­
bers of the Race in Chicago at the 
~esent time. 

The exhibit will Include charts, 
maps, graphs, photographs, and over 
11,000 pages of completed manu­
scripts. 
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50,000 hie ago Negroes 
homeless on South Side 

(This is the first of a series on housing for Negroes in Chica­
go's South Side.) 

By HORACE CAYTON 
Fifty thousand Chicago Negroes have no homes. 
This striking revelation comes from a thorough study of the city's 

jam-packed, steel-bound, little Black Belt into which almost a quarter 
of a million Negroes are . . . 
segregated with vir tually no has had t? ht~rally f1~ht for the 

. f space which 1t occupies. At no 
means O escape. time has the community had an 1 

Here are the facts: area sufficient to accommodate I 
1. There are at least the penions who were forced to 

l!00,000 per.,ons to be housed on Jive there. 
the South Side. . 

1 
"The Negro in Chicago," a 

2. There are houung fa. survey of race relations which 
cilitiea for 150,000. 1 was made after the riot of 1920 
This condition, in whi~h _an

1
reported that in 1917 only on~ 

extra 50,000 persons are b1ddmg out of every thirteen appliea-
( HORACE CAYTON 18 i tion11 for_ houses made by the 

S7>onsor's Represelllatit>e foi· ~egro nugran~ who were com-
JVPA l'rojerts rmul,tcting a 1~g to the city could be fur- , 

.~1•rl'ey of . • Veu1·0 life in Chi- ~~~e:CH FOR SPACE 
rrrgo. He UI n R0He1111·al,l Fel- . 
Lou•, and .for,11e,-{y 11 lrnche,· A t~ptcal e~ampL• of the_ ove~- 1 
of i·collomicH 111 Pisl; l'lli- crnw1h11~ durmg tha~ penod 1,; 

versity, Nasht•illr, Tel/II.) ~ho\~n m the l'~p,•nence of a I 
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ family who had Ju,,t come from I 
fol' homes, in addition to the the South· 
normal competition, ha,; result- .. . ;,They searched for I 
ed in the followin:::- critical ,,itu- weeks for a suitable house. 
ation: At fint they secured one I 

J. The rent in the Ne- room on the South Side in 
r ro a rea has been dr iven to a rooming house, where the y 
abnorma l heishta. were obliged to provide ras, J 

2. Nes ro families a re coal, linen, beGdinc and part 
forced into every available of the furni ture. After a few J 

kind of shelte r , res ardleu of weeks they cot two rooms 
health considerations, sa fe- for licht housekeepinc for ! 
ty from fire and disease. $10.00 a month. The auoci• / 

SHORTAGE NOT NEW a liona aa well as the physical I 
The hou:sing shortage in the condition of the house wer e 

~egro community of Chicago i,, I intolerable. 
no new phenomenon. In the 34- "They then rented a flat I 
year period, 1900 to 1934, the on Carroll Avenue in an-
.Negro population ha,; increased 

I 
other section. The buildins 

from :rn,000 to 236,000. was old and r11n down. The 
During this pe riod the arent for the property, to 

commur,ity has expanded induce tenants to occupy it, Trophy-bound iaJac:u~~ southwa rd from a small aet• had promised to c:lean and 
tlement near the outskirts decorate it, bat failed to 
of the Loop district to 7ht keop his word. When the 
St. and baa thus oat•n"• 4 b• .. family asked the own• 
ita ltoundariea approximately e r to make repairs, he NI• 

I 
line Cochran, ieadbts wom• 
an aviatrix, hitch~ her 

J alacka aa ahe atepa iato her 
new apeed plane. She'• aft­
er the Benclhr traa1ee11tin­
eiatal tr0Jtia7 ••am. on 
S..,L 2 . 

seven and one-half miles. In fused flatly a nd was exceed-
tho ar- llal---.C.U..• i11tJIJ abvitiTe." 

l 
Grove and Wentworth Aves., The problem of overcrowding, 
12th and 7ht St. a re to 1,e I the doubling-up of famllfes, the 
found nearly 200,000 per- I keeping of lodgers and boarders, 
sons. which has resulted in high juve-

l 
T he entire movement of the nile delinquency, adult crime, 

community southward bus been death and infant mortality rates, 
attended with a great deal of con~equently had become a 
friction and thl' Negro population t·hronic problem in the commu 
- - ------ - --- - ------ ' --

nity. 
T e ~ituation in 1928, j ust be­

fo the deprei1sion, as far as the 
rtage of housing for the Ne­

gro community was concerned, 
was much more serious than is 
the present situation in other 
parts of the city. 

CONCENTRATION 
Negroes in Chicaeo have, in 

the past 34 years, become more 
ind more concentrated into solid­
y Negi·o areas. In 1910, 2-1 
>er cent of the total Negro 
>0pulation lived in areas in which 
15 pe1· cent of the people were 
.vhite. In l 934, however, only 
:hree per cent of the total Negro 
population lived in such areas. 

In 1910 the area with the 
highest concentration of Negroes 
\\as one in which the Negro popu­
lation was between 60 and 69 
per cent of the total. ~n· 1934, 
however, 87 per cent of the Ne­
groes Jive:i in areas which were 
over 70 per cent Negro in popu­
lation and G9 per cent in areas 
which \\!'re bl'twcen 90 and 99 
per cent Negro. 

Ne11roea cannot live out­
dde of the area which has 
been created by the antac­
ooirm of the real estate in­
te,esta, and as the Necro 
population has been increaa• 
inc, the result has been that 
the n•mber of Negroes in 
the area baa fa r exceeded 
the housias facilities avail­
able. 
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No water or toilets 
in many Negro homes 

(This is the second of a series on tragic Negt·o housing on 
the South Side.) 

.By HORACE CAYTON 
If you go to the 4000 block ofi" Indiana Avenue-I You will find a building inhahitated by several Negro families. 
Only thrc>e of the four fl

1
iors_o[ the structure are at 

Even to use that word - ""Jl .· per tenant ~eJeetion have been --
"h b·t bl " . ·d t , pl ime factors in the deterioration 

a I a e m rega1 O of property value • th 
those th ree floors is stretch- munity. s Ill e com-

:ing the point. HANDICAPS ~ 
There is . no r~mni~l!! 1 _Some few illust tions of what 

water. There 1s no toilet for I this means in hand. caps to h 
th~se fami!ics. The. floo1:s and I being-s can 1be giv 11 _ a lth~:a~ 
stairways p,n e e\'el'y "1g11 of bemg these conditions .can be fou!d 
decayed and ~r~ ap~arent)y _un- 1 throughout ~he South Side. 
b:lfe. The bu1ldmg 1s falling to Ca,;es which are not u , 1 piece~, and the roof of the third or uncommon: nu:sua 
floor is what was formerly the A four-story building· in the 
floor of the fourth f lo~r,- 3~00 blo0k on State Street ol'i-

Why do these fam1hes :-kly gmally consisted o£ apa ,f:irn ts 
1here? Why don't they move·? of six rooms each . each

1 
en·t 

Th I t· Th , apa1 -• ese are natun\ ques 10ns. . ey ment has been conven·ted • t 
!.ave to recei"e an unnatu1·al ans- [ sevei·al small kitchenettes ,v~~s~ , 
wer. rentals range from $10 to $25 
H IGH RENTALS for o~e-room apartments. On 

These people ieel forced E?me iloors .as many as five and 
to remain here because of in- l'lX fa~Jilies ~,ha1·e the same bath 
adequate funds for rentals. an_d toile t facilities. Some of the 
They also find themselves t?ile_ts do not have outs:de ven-
unable to locate better tilati_on, Ventilation is especially 
quarters when ready money be.d in the one-1·oom apartments. 
is available for them. !n some of the living rooms there 
This is the tale that can be lS ~al'<lly any daylight. La1·ge 

told all over and over again rai· age cans sband in the hall-
about t he South Side. fn spite of ways on each f l-001·, adding to th 
the high rents, the p1·o~)e1-ty general unsanitary condition 0 : 

values have depreciated in the the building. 
community. I Deatb• of three children 

from tuberculosis oc­
cured in a family living in a Most of the property is 

held by absentee landlords, 
(about five per cent is own­
ed by the occupants ) and 
a, these absentee landlords 
know that their property 
will be rented regardleso of 
its condition, little or no at­
tempt is made to repair or 
improve the property. 
The over-use of the buildings 

caused by the doubling up of 
families, combined wit.h the re­
fusal of tJie absentee landlords I 
tc, i ·epaJJ· or maintain the proper­
ty, and their failure to exercise 

basement flat of b "Id' . a u1 1ng 
•n the 700 block on 42nd 
Street. A fourth member of 
the familiy is now in the 
t uberculosis ward at Cook 
County Hospital. This base­
ment is considerably below 
&treet level and has practi­
cally no ventilation. The 
temperature is kept unusual-
ly high, as the pipes ner.e•­
~ar y to heat 50 or 60 flat 
,n. the building pass throu 
:hu basement apartm t. 

all habitahl" 
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7 Negroes in 2 tiny 
rooms-$24 a month 

(This is the thfrd of a series on N eg1·0 liousing on the South Side.) 

{J, By HORACE CAYTON 
... , In the 3900 block of Michigan Avenue, 108 persons live in 28 
kitchenettes. 

Among these many families, let n1e call your attention to a typical 
case. 

Basement b• u sed as apartments on the 
IDS Side are shown above. 

This is a family of seven, 
living in a two-room kitchen- I 
ette. It requires little im­
agination to understand 
what this entails-right now in I 
this hot weather of the dog days. 

Four of the children sleep in 
one of the two beds of the house. 
The apartment has no pantry, 
and food is prepared in a room 
which is also used for sleeping. 

The windows are broken 
and have been repaired 
with a piece of tin. Toilet 
a nd wuh-bowl facilities 
(there is no bathtub) are 
shared with all the other 
families living on the same 
floor. The toilets are also 
used as public rest rooms by 
passers-by. 
As has been indicated, these 

conditions have characte1·ized the I 
Negro community for some years. 
CRISIS GROWING 

They express in human 
terms the ''housing crisis" 
which is growing month by 
month on the South Side. 
High rents-this family paya 
$24 per month for these two 
rooms! - plus run • down 
buildings, many unfit for 
habitation-that i i the gen­
eral pic ture of the Negro 
community. 
Why do we have this intense 

"housing crisis?" 
It has arisen from various fac­

tors which have come into force 
since 1928 and have intensified I 
the already serious situation. 

Speculation stands out as a ma­
jor cause of the difficulties con- , 
fronting the Negro people. 

,In the area north of 39th 
Street much .... of the property is! 
held for this purpu~. ,• 

A careful check has not 
- r IN' a aiDSle liNtwnce 
where any amount of capi­
tal has gone into the crea­
tion of new living units since 
the depression. On the other 
hand, a number of buildings 
have bee n torn down or al­
lowed to fall into decay. 
It was found in one block that 

since 1928 available living units 
in this block have decreased 20 
per cent. 

Deterioration of this area has 
had tlwo effects: first, it has de­
cr eased the alr eady limited sup­
ply of the houses in the commu­
nity; and second, it forced large 
numbers of Negroes who resided 
north of 39th Street southward, 
overtaxing the already limited 
facilities of the southern section. 

Another facto1· which has op­
erated to intensify the problem 
has been the increase in the Ne­
gro population. Between 1930 
and 1934 the Negro population 
increased by approximately 4,000 
pe1sons. This, if anything, is an 
under-estimation of the actual 
situation. 

The newcomers obviously have 
had to settle within the boun­
daries of the already established 
Negro community and have con­
tributed to an increased demand 
for housing. 

To summarize, we might say 
that where prior to 1928 the 
community had a serious short­
age of housing fac ilities, since 
1928 there has been a continued 
decrease in the supply of these 
facilities and a continued in­
crease in the demand for them. 
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'@~DES_ CAN TIP 
UNIONIZING SCALE 
IN MEAT INDUSTRY 
Rosenwald Fellow's Book 

Reveals Position as 
to Labor Rivalry. 

BY FRANK L. HAYES. 
Negro workers today can tip the r 

scale in deciding whether the 
C. I. 0. or tbe A. F. of L., 01 i 
neither, will win the present strug- " 
gle lo organize the meat-packing in­
dustry, Hora<;e.. Ca¥ton, 1.-.earch 
worker at'Td~ Wald1fillow at the 
University of Chicago, writes in a 
new study just published by the 
University of North Carolina Press. 

The book, entitled "Black Work­
ers and the New Unions,' is the 
first on Negro labor published 
since the formation of the C. I. O. 
an,si therefore in many respects the 
most up-lo-date treatment of its 
subject between covers. Cayton col­
laborated on it with George R. 
Mitchell, assistant admfaistrator of 
the Farm Security Administration. 
The book contains material gath­
ered by the authors in a study for 
the Department of the Interior. 

Surprising Conclusions Reached. 
Timely is Cayton's section on the 

packing industry, which contains 
surprising conclusions. 

"Negro workers can by their 
numbers and importance determine 
whether the A. F. of L. or the 
C. I. 0. will be victorious and even 
whether the- lnd1•,try can be organ­
ized at all,'' says Cayton. 

What does this observation mean 
!or Chicago, which Cayton calls "the 
nation's most important meat cen­
ter," and which Sandburg termed 
"hor;-butchcr for the world?" "Chi­
cago is also," he writes, "the most 
important center for Negro work­
ers in the industry In 1930 Chicago 
had 17.5 per cent of the total lab­
orers in the indm;try, but 22.3 per 
cent of the Negro laborers.'' 

Cotton Fields to Industry. 
The leap of thousands of Neg1oes 

from the cotton fields into industry. 
one of the most important 
phenomena of recent years, is well 
illustrated in meat packing. The 
1930 census showed 18,426 Negroes 
in that industry. While Negroes 
made up 11.2 per cent of the total 
workers, they forced 13.l per cent 
of the semi-skilled, 20.1 per cent 
of the maintenance employees, and 
21.7 per cent of the laborers. 

--rri-this city, Negroes were 27.3 
per cent of lhe laborers and 32.4 per 
cent oI the operators. In four cities, 
Chicago, Omaha, St. Paul and St. 
Louis, together, t hey were' 36.7 per 
cent of the laborers and 28.9 per 
cent of the operators 

Times have changed since these 
Negro workers were taken for 
granted as a predictable nonunion 
element, Cayton tells the story, 

First Hired During Strikes. 
Negroes began to be hired for 

meat packing in large numbers dur­
ing strikes, says Cayton. They were 
rired increasingly during the war. 
The race riot of 1919 checked ef­
fort:; to organize them. 

"It seems probable," Cayton de­
clares, "that one of the most im­
portant causes of this riot arose out 
of the conflict between union work­
ers and packing house employers 
for the allegiance of Negro work­
ers." This theory diverges from 
packers' testimony to good feeling 
in the plants, quoted by the Chi­
cago Commission on Race Relations. 
The commission discovered only one 
serious case of violence in the 
Stock Yards during the riot. 

Enormous Union Growth. 
Wherever truth lies in this mat­

ter, Negroes by 1918 formed 20 per 
cent of packing house labor forces 
and before the NRA had contribut­
ed fewer than 200 members to the 
international roster of the Amalga­
mated Meat Cutlers and Butcher 
Workmen. This was despite the 
tradition of that A. F. of L. union 
that ii made no discrimination be­
tween races and skills. But in 1935 
the Amalgamated claimed over 
5.000 Negro members in Chicago 
alone. Today, Cayton finds, Negroes 
are numerous in both the Amalga­
mated and in the Packing House 
Workers Industrial Union of the 
C. I. 0. 

In competing for Negro members, 
the C. I. 0. says: "The assistant di­
rector on our union's international 
executive board 1s a Negro; tie 
that!" The Amalgamated comes 
back, "We have four Negro national 
organizers, and 15 of the 140 dele­
gates to our last convention were 
colored." 

Then there's the Amalgamatcd's 
prize exhibit, Chicago Local, No. 
116, with 60 per cent white and only 
35 per cent Negro membership, but 
with a president, vice-president, 
recording secretary, financial secre­
tary and an org.iniz~r ,vho are 
Negroes. 

Any way you look at it, the 1ug­
of-war is on. 
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NEGRO INFLUX 
TO CITY A MYTH, 
ALDERMEN TOLD 

"The myth that 1,000 or 2.000 Ne­
groes are entering Chicago each 
month from the South to get on re­
liei and live here hinders plans to 
improve schools and recreation fa­
cilities and housing in the congested 
Negro areas," H~r~ !ellQ.W 
of the RosenwMQ~undation, late 
yesterday told a subcommittee oi 
the City Council housing commit­
tee. 

"When we ask Lor more schools 
we are told additional schools would 
soon be filled with children of the 
Southern invaders.'' 

Dr. Cayton w;.s asked if there 
were not a great many Negroes 
coming from the South because of 
the differential in relief and WPA 
rates. 

"Perhaps 3,000 a year," he said. 
"The number of 'poor whites' 

coming to Chicago from the South 
and getting on relief here is much 
Jai:ger than the number of Negroes. 
They also add to the congestion in 
the already crowded sections of the 
city in which the poor live. The 
Negroes suffer additional over­
crowding because they cannot leave 
the restricted areas." 

Ald. Earl B. Dickerson, 2d ward, 
chairman of the subcommittee, an­
nounced that weekly hearings on 
the problem of housing the 300,000 
Negroes in Chicago would be held 
during the summer. 



COMMl:JN ( SHOUL0- 1 I _()\J\JS\-\\PS 
SUPPORT THIS,PR0JECT 
For the past two years a project un<ler the 

direction of Horace R. CA,ltoo, bas been study-

I ing various aspectf M soc1a1 '1ife on the South 
Side ot Chicago. This study is unique In its 
approach, and the scope of study is greater than 
any community survey yet attempted. It repre-
sents the highest standards of social research. 
The project is a justification for the entire 
white collar program of the Works Progress 
Administration, and is a credit to the Race. 

The study which is a survey of 90Cial con­
ditions, will do much to enlighten members 
of the community, a.s well as the city at large, 
on conditions concerning housing, migrat101.1, 
health and educational facilit1es among Race 
members. It will make possible the develop• 
ment of a program of social reconstruction, for 
factual information necessary for the develop­
ment of an emeliorating program that has not 
been previously available. As the project will 
give to the community and the social agencies 
ti.is important factual data, its worthwhileness 
t.rom the point of view of community develop­
ment cannot be underestimated. 

Our community can be justifiably proud of 
this work. It has furnished over the perivd of 
the past two years, work for approximately 225 
white-collar workers who otherwise would 
have had no employment. It has trained persons 
in office routine and preserved the skill of those 
who would have lost it over a period of 
idleness. From the project a number of persons 

~

e received training which has enabled them 
take jobs in private industry and civil seticc. 
From the point o! view of salary, its infl nee 

h been community wide. On the comp! t1on 
of this fiscal year three quarters of a m ion 
dollars will have been spent. over ninety-five 
per cent of which has gone for wages. This 
sum has done much to support Negro business 
and instiutions, such as churches, lodges, clubs 
a.s W>!ll as the 255 families directly affected. 
With its payroll of nearly $30,000 a month, it 
represents the largest employing group in the 
community. 

It is interesting to note that the whole de-
vE'lopment has gone on, to a large extent, with-

I 
out the general knowledge of the oommunity. 
La.st year the committee for Re-employment 
raised the necessary amount for the rental of 
Good Shepherd Church. This expense has 
prevhusly been supplied by the sponsors but 
alter the amount became so large it was impos­
sible for them to support the effort unassisted. 
F~r this valuable community service the mem­
be--s of the Committee for Re-employment de­
serve the heartiest praise. 

With the exception of this group, the gen­
eral community has not extended to the project 
the support which such an effort deserves. The 
exhibit which was recently held should make 
apparent the necessity of such a project for per­
som of this area. It should make most persons 
in this community realize that its support is an 
absolute necessity and that everything to en­
s·ire its continuation should be done. The Chi­
cago Defender heartily endorses and appreciates 
the efforts of the Works Progress Administra• 
tion and the si,onsormg group for the benefits 
which this community has derived from this 
effort and pledges itself to do all to aupport the 
proarern in Uae future. 
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CHICAGO,. Oct. 19. _(By Albert G. Barnett fot ANP) -H!W'ifrf- f"pytor Eat,ieoally known sociologist housing 
exi,e Rosenwald fellow, who last May con'cluded a 
federally-sponsored land-use survey of Chicago arrived 
home la1t week after an exciting ' 
voyage across the Atlantic on the 
SS. President Roosevelt. Beca\18e 
of the U-Boat and .floating mine 

1 menace, the boat required ten 
days for . the crossing, us\L!Llly 
mR.de in about half thR.t time. 

Conh, Ireland was the point of 
depa1·ture for Cayton and his wife 
who accompanied him on the trip. 
They were in Parh1, he said, when 
on September 2, all Americans 
were Instructed to report immed­
i9.tely at the U.S, Embassy under 
the evacuation order. 

In Cannes, C9;yton l!llw 10,000 
Senegalese troops, en route to the 
western front, and In Rordeaux, 
two regiments arrived during his 
stay. 

In the 1·esulting excitement and 
ruAh for visas, tickets, etc., at 
both Paris and Bordeaux- whence 
they Hiled for the Trish port­
the CRyt(),{111 lo11t RII thPir bllggRge 
and hecll\Ule he h11.d to huy two 

1 new tickets for the return P'.!l!I· 

White South Afrira.ns he en­
countered In London and else­
where. Cayton say!!, are the most 
prejudiced of the contlnentR.1-
except Ge1·mans. He com)>!lres 
the former with the rabid Ne­
gro-baiters of South Amerlcan11. 
As to socio-economic condltioM on 
th11 continent, h11 say11 ther11 is 
not much dltrrrence In th" ,co­
nomlo level of thto poorer thtl!!leR, 
as between EuroJ>f'I 11.nd America. 

sage, Cayton used up llil his 
funds, finally arriving In New 
York harbor with fifteen cente 
and a glowing llppreciation of th11 
welcominr 1tatue at the harbor's 
entrR.nce. 

Cayton held round trip ti<"kPts 
from MnntreAI, C'lnRda, hut tbPy 
were voided by the Frl'nch evRcu­
atlon order as no transportation 
wru, available on the CanadiRn 
steamers. All their luggage, he 
said, still tem.!lins scattered In 
Edinburgh, Scotland, hotel and In 
Bordeaux. So crowded with refu­
gees was the train from Paris to 
Bordeaux, they, with about f Pn 
othrrl'I, hRd to RtRnd on the train 
platform for the l'nlirto trip. 

For the voyRgfl home, under 
President Roost>velt'11 lm1tn1ction11, 
the big !'!teamer had AmeriCAn 
flags painted on Its 111ides, fol'e 
and aft, kept them brightly lllu­
mlnated with ftood lights, and 
other flags waved in the breeze 
atop flR.~poles. 

De11pite his curtRil"d trip, Cay­
ton returned with many "triking 
imprr1111ion!II, rhief 11..monir thrm he­
ing hill conc,lm~ion th'\t FrPnch 
and Rritish h!R.ck <'oloniRI lroop!!­
especially the French- will pl11.y 11. 
big part in World War No, 2. 
Tbe black warriors he said are 
treated with the utmost re$pect 
and every effort is made to make 
hem feel welcome ln whatever 
mmunity t.hP'\ hlinert t~ be. 



(ContLnut=d from Page One) 

wof1"r11,"'"ana t~O are the only I 
or,ll'anized force11 which are ener-

l
getlcally and elTectlvely fighting for 
tho unemployed m111ioll-' against 
the cuta of relier, the WPA and 
the PWA. 

In this que11tton there can be 
but one logical position for the 
Negro and that Is side by side 
with Lewis and his group. Not 
•Ince the days of the Knli:-hta of 
Labor has organbed labor articu­
lated so well the problems of N&­
groes. 
Lewig told the convention that 

be had requested President Roose­
velt sometime ago to call a con­
ference of the i-epresentativea of 
labor, bwiinesa and farmer.a to "at 
least talk about the problem, even 
It they wouldn't do anything about 
It.'' The convention went. on rec­
ord approving the calling of such 
a conference. 
DELEGATF.S ST4.ND 
BEHIND LEWIS 

The most spectacular speech giv­
en before the convention was that 
In which Mr, Lewis condemned 
th11 Jut term of Roosevelt's ad­
mlnlatration and predicted that if 
he ran again he would go down 
to Ignominious defeat. 

The official .t!Ummary of the 1938 
convention atated that "It was a 
toas-up who was th11 mor11 popular 
with the m iners-John L. Lewis 
or Franklin D. Roosevelt." When 
Lewi, dropped his bomb-shell Into 
the convention the hall wu silent 
and tense. 

But It there was a que.,Uon as 
to th11 relative popularity of the 
two men in 1938, there was none 
In 19t0. 

Two daya after this speech a 
resolution was offered to the body 
which was to put ln the ha.nds of 
the executive board the resporu;i­
blllty for any political action on 
th11 part of th11 organization. 

Th11 debate which followed 111\Ul­
trated the democratio procedures ' 
which characterize the union. Dele­
gate after delegate spoke, some fa-

orlng the resolution, othera op­
posing it-all were favorable, to 
Roosevelt, but all were loyal ~<' 
tbs wishes ot J ohn L. Lewis. 

The 11entimentl of the over­
whelming majority of the mlnerw 
were expressed by H aywood 
B a nks, a NegTo delegate from 
l'lper, Ala., when ,,he took the In ad,Jltlon to being eleofed ae1 
floor and atated, Folks, I am gates, held office In their loca, 
for Mr. Roo~e"elt, b~t more for lodges. In some Ins tance;~ had 
our executive offices. , been elected even wh~he_,local 
E. D. Hosey, another Negro dele- was predominantly wli1te. Others 

gate from Mm de, W • Va., though held elective po.'!lllons in Southern 
favoring the resolution, 11tated that lodges. Hartford Knight, from 
ti• did not want the publlo to get Birmingham, Ala., for example, waa 
the opinion that the miners were a former president of Local 6009 
agalnat Roosevelt. Thomu Farmer, in Birmingham. At the tlms he 
still another Negro delegate from wa11 elected president the lodge 
Morgantown, W. Va., brought the membership was equally divided 
tiouae down when he shouted into between Negro and white members. 
the microphone: 

"President Lewt. knowa what TEAGUE SERVES ON 
he ls talking about. My whole RESOLUTIONS COM~llTTEE 
heart 15 back of Mr. Lewi• and In the convention, Thoma.s Far• 
the executive board. I'll support mer, of District 30, was a mem­
Mr. Lewis untJI hell freezes over. ber of the Commltte11 on Offtcera' 
If he don't want Mr. Boosevelt, Reports. On the powerful Commit• 
t h~n I am not for Mr. Roose,•elt. tee on ResolutioM, Robe1·t Teague 
If hiwanu Senator Wheeler, I from DJ.<;trlct 20 w,u placed. 
am r Senator \Vheeler," Further evidence of the role 
The esolulion was carried with which Negroe8 ;u"' playing In the 

n ov rwhelming majority so that United Mine Workers of America 
'no ~rty could take labor'a vote was evident in the number of Ne-
or gr,mted." groes who held important ap oint,. 

GRO DELEGATES live posltlona from the Inter lonal 
LID 1N SUPPORT Office 

T,,e Negro delegates were unanl- Amon.II' the lmportan ~tftcl111!1 
ous In their app1-oval of the reso- ot the district orc·aalUUoiu, $be 

Jutlon. Wilfred D1ckeraon, 11 young wrltt'r talked to U1e following: I 
egro unionlat from West Virginia W. H . Nelson, Charleston, \'a., 

111d • ' comJ)E'nsatlon adju,ter of the 
"The convention aees the lmpor- Compensation BurP.au; B. _H. Jen• 

lance ot not giving support to any k!ns, district repreeenta~ve and 
political party. Thi! resulta of this v1c&-pre8ldent of the We11t Vlr• 
conference will be the laying of ginla State lndm1trlal Cowtell; 
I.he ground-work for a great po- Nel!;on Beatty, district represent,. 
lltical tabor party. Through such atlve for District 17 (West Vlr­
a. labor party the laboring man- glnla) : Harry Jame11, dlstl'lct rep. 
Negro and white-will get the best resentatlve for District 17; Fred 
lype of representation." Stubb!I, dJsbict representative for 

John Hempfield, ot West Mar- District 17; Johnson, dlstrlct r ep­
land County, Pa., stated: "It would resentatlve for District 5 (Penn­
bot have been wise to endorse a syh•anla); Hartford Knight, dls­
candldate at this time. Let Lewis trlct representative for District 
keep them gueHing." 20 (Alabama) and Thomas Starks, 

The Negro delegates llked international representative. 
Roosevelt personally, even better All of these men hold lmpor• 
than did the white delegates. tant and responsible posltlona 
Howe, er, It was evident that their and deal with both the Ne&TO 
primary loyalty belonged to their and white membenhlp and the 
union. mine operafors. Their salnrls 
To this observer, It seemed that rangi, from $2,000 to S3,600 a year, 

through the Unitl'd Mine Workers BREAKING DOWN 
and the other CIO organizations RACE BARRIERS 
Negro workeni will have a g r.eater To the writer, this convention 
participation In the choosin,ll' of was the most democratic gather• 
the next Premdential candidate ing he had ever 11.ttended. The 
then they will through the i-egular entir11 emphasis of the meeting waa 
political organizatloM, on the protection of democratic 

Further, labor will ra18e Issues principles In governmenL Several 
a11 to the candidates• stand on resolut1ona were upon the question 
s uch vital queatlo1U1 to the NegTo of civil rights and the extension 
population as eoclal security, un- of our democratic Institutions lo 
employment, the rlrht to orran• Include the Negro. 
lze unions, civil rights, and The relations between the races 
houslnr and health measures, were at all times most cordial. 
rather than the appointment of Delegate• from West Virrlnla 
a N'egTo to aome office or the and Alabama had their bequets 
dlstrl.butlon of campaign funds. together and lnlormed the man. 
Perhaps the unions might even agers of the hotels that they 
p roteot the N'er,ro workers against would tolerate no discrimination 
the propaganda ot many of their of their brothers. 
own "so-called" le&der11, At the convention, whltea and 
~ QUESTION OF Negroes mingled freely and with-
NEGROES IN UNIONS out tf'n!!'fon. Negro delegatP-!I, in 

The question of whether NPg-roes the debates, argued their points 
should join the miners' union l11 with their white opponent.'! without 
no longer open lo debate. They show ot undue deference or 1tn­
can join the union and enJoy full tagonlsm, and were received just 
equality with other members - or as were other apellkf'' s. 
they can find employment in some I ALABAl\lA DELEGATES RIDE 
other industry. The coal industry TRAIN TOGETHER 
In this country hr now organized. Most lntere.stlng wa.s the delega­
NinPtv nor ~Pnt nf ♦ha.. r no\.n,.,,__ Hnn 1 ,•n""' A 111._}u ,nu t n t . f.,.,,.,+ Aa. ... _ 



resolution -was ottered to t-he body/ 
which was to put fn the hands of 

I 
the executive board the responsi­
bility !01· any political action on 
the part of the organization. 

The deba te which followed illus­
trated the democratic procedure::, 
wblob chara.cterl.ze t he union. Dele­
gate after delegate spok e, some fa­
voring the r esolution, ot hers op­
posing lt-all were favorable. to 
Roosevelt, but. all were loyal ic, 
tile wishes ot J ohn L. Lewis. 

The sentiment& of the over­
wbelmlnr majority of the miners 
wer e expressed by H aywood 
Banks, a Negro delegate from 
Piper, Ala., when he took the In ad,Jitlon to being eieo£ed <1e1 
floor and state d, "Folks, I am gates ' held office in their loca.. 
f or Mr. Roosevelt , b~t mor e for lodg~. In some lnstan~es, y had 
our executive offices. been elected even wh ~ e local 
E. D. Hosey! another Negro dele- wa.s predominantly wli te. Others 

ga te from Mmde, W • Va., though held elective positions Jn. Southern 
favor ing the r Molut ion, e~ted tha t lodges. Hartford Knight, from 
he d id not want the publlo t o get Birmingham Ala. tor example wu 
thf!! opinion tha.t the miners were a former p;esld~nt of Loca l' 6009 
a.gain.st Roosevelt. Thomas Farmer, in Birmingha m. At the time he 
!!till a n other Negro delegate from wa.s elected president the lodge 
Morgantown , W . Va., brough t t he membership was equally divided 
hou.se down when h e shouted Into between Negro and white members. 
the microphone: 

"President Lewis know1 what TEAGUE SERVES ON 
he ls talking about. My wh ole RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 
heart is back of l'tlr. Lewis and In the convention, Thomas Far• 
t he executive board. I'll s upport mer, ot Di.strict 30, was a mem­
Mr. Lewis untU hell freezes over. ber of the Committee on Officers' 
If he don 't want Mr. Roosevelt, R epol'ts. On the powerful Commit• 
then I am not for Mr. Roosevelt. t ee on Resolutions, Robert Teague 
If } wants Senator Wh eeler, I from Di.strict 20 was placed. 
a m r Sena.tor Wheeler." Further evidence of the role 
The esolutlon was carried with wh!ch Ne!'l"roes are playlng In the 

Ill\ ov rwhelming majority so that United Mme Workers of America 
"no rty could take labor's vote was evident in the number of Ne. 
for granted." groes who held important a.p oint-
NEGRO DELEGATES Ive positions 1rom the Inter ions.I 
SOLID IN SUPPORT Office. 

The NeJ:"ro delegates wer e unanl- Among the lmportan officials 
mous In their a pproval of the reso- ot the d111trlct org 01111, the 
lutlon. Wilfred Dickel'son, a young "R•rlter talked to the followi~g : 
Negro unionist from West Virginia W, H. Nelson, Ch arlest-0n, , a., 
!a id: ' compeMation adjuster of t he 

"The convention sees the lmpor- Compensation Bure.iu ; B . H. Jen• 
lance ot not giving support to any k~s, district representative and 
political party. Thi! results of . tbis vice-president of the West Vlr• 
confer ence will be the laying of glnia State Industrial Council; l 
the ground-work for a g reat po- Nelson Beatty, district represent­
litical labor party, Through such ati~e for District 17 (West Vlr• 
11. labor party the laboring man- glnia.) ; Harry James, district rep­
Negro an d white-will get t he best resen tative for D istrict 17; Fred 
type of r epresentation." Stubbs, district representative for 

John H empfield, ot West Mar- District 17; Johnson, district rep­
land County, Pa., stated : "It would resen~tive for District II (Penn­
not h ave been wise to endorse a. sylvan1a.); Hartford Knight, dls­
ca.ndidate at t his time. Let Lewis trlot r epresentative for District 
keep them guessing." 20 (Alabama) a nd Thomas Starks, 

The Negro delegates liked International representative. 
Roosevelt personally, even better All of these m en h old impor-
than did the white delegates. tant and responsible positions I 
H owever, it was evident that their a n d deal with bot h the Negro 
primary loyalty belonged t o thelr a nd white membership and the 
union. mine opera tors. Their salaries 
To this observer, it seemed that range from $2,000 to $3,600 a year, 

through the United Mine Workers BREAlUN G DOWN 
!1.nd the other CIO organizations RACE BARRIERS 
Negro workers will ha.ve a. gr.eater To the writer, this convention 
pa.rtlcipat1on In the choosing of wa.s the most democratic gather• 
lhe next Presidential candidate Ing he had ever attended. The 
tha.n they will through the regular entire emphasis of t h e meeting waa 
political organization s. on the protection of democratio 

Further , labor will raise i1111ues principles in government. Several 
as to the candid.ates' stand on resolut ions were upon the question 
such vital queatlons to the Negro of civil rights and the extension 
population as social security, un- of our democratic Institutions to 
employment, the ri&ht to orian- Include the Negro. 
ize unlons, civil rights, and The rela.tlon11 between the races 
h ousing and h ealth measures, were a t all times most cordial. 
rather than the appointment of Delegates from West Virginia. 
a Negro to some office or the and Alabama. had their banquets 
dlstrlbution of campaign funds. together and informed the man­
P er haps the unions migh t even a gers of the h ot els that they 
p rot.ect the Negro wor kers against would tolera te no dlscrlminatlon 
the propaganda of m any of their of their brothers. 
own "so-called" leaders, At the convention, whites and 

rHE QUESTION OF Negroes mingled freely and with-
NEGROES IN UNIONS out tension. N egro d elega te-9, in 

The question of whether Negroes lhe debates, argued their points 
ihould join the miners' union is with their white opponents without 
no longer open to debate. They show of u ndue deference or an­
ca n join the union and enjoy full tagonism, and were received just 
,quality with other members - or as were other speakers. 
th ey can find em ployment in some ALABAMA DE LEGATES RIDE 
>ther Industry. The coal industry TR AIN TOGETHER 
In this country la now organized, Most interesting was the delega,. 
Ninety per cent of the coal-pro- tlon from Alabama. District Rep­
iucing areas are al pre.sent under resentat!ve Hartford Knight stated 
:ontract. that ot the forty-seven delegates 

The question today Is not wheth- from that district nmeteen were 
~r Negroes should join t he union, egr oes. All of the delegates Ca.Ille 
out what role they should play in up on the tra.in together. 
the organization. T he role they "We a ll slept In th e same car­
lre playing in t he United Mine e. Negro below and a white man 
Workers ot America was evident above or the reverse, and we all 
'.rom their behavior at the conven- ate together i n t he d in ing car." 
Jon. "The union," continued Knight, 
NEGROES AT CONVENTION "ls doing more t o break down r ace 

Negroes were everywhere in evi- prejudice tha.n any other organiza• 
ience In the con vention . Of the tton in the State. It ha.is brought 
1,400 delegates, approximately three a.bout & better understanding be-
1undred were Negroes. Nearly one tween the races because in the un• 
rnndred delegat es came from West Ion egroes and wh ites associate 
V'1rg mia.. Oth~r large delegatloru; t.ogether " 
;vere from Pennsylvania, Illinois Several thing's stood out vividly 
ind Alabama. to an observer of this convention: 

A good proportion of t heM men. First, there .£Will be In thlll 



Mine• Chief 
Gives Views 
To Reporter 
For Courier 

l'Ountry a tremcndota atnl£'r;le 
between ufl'lll~ tabor and the 
reactionary f(lrce1 which oppo!le 
It. The CIO and lts most im· 

I port.ant International-the United 
Mine WotkeNI of America,-have 
made phenomenal caina durlnf 
the11& past few years and labor 
111 no,v on the march-takin&' 
the offeruilve agalmt the cominr 
reaction. 

Second, the Nerro can and hu 
found an important place tor 

I him1elf In the CIO movement, 
and especially In the UnltM Mine 
Workers. The altemattve to Joln• 
Ing organized labor ln these In• 
dlllltrlea will be, eventually, their 
Inability to obtain employment. 
\Vhile on the other band, the 
unions have 110 far BCrupulously 
maintained absolute racial equal• 
lty. The fight for union democ­
racy, if there is to be one, must 
take place with the 11tructure of 
the union organJzation1. 

Third, the CIO 11 becomlnr a 
positive force In national politics, 
and ls not utl11fied to follow the 
A. F. of L. policy of rewardlnr 
their friend• and pu.nlsh.lnr their 
enemies. Labor now demand• a 
voice In the pollcy-fonnln&' ag'en­
cles of the government and hu 
outlined its demands and plat. 
form to which candidates must 
address themselves. 

lll'ourth, the fundamental needs 
of the Necro population, both u 
Negroes and a11 poor people, are 
fin ding political expreHlon in the 
demands of the CIO. egro un­
loni1t1 (and their number la In­
creasing) are turntng more 11nd 
more to their union organiza­
tions for political leadership. An 
all lan<'e between the grl'at body 
of Nt>groes and the progre111ive 
un Ion organizations may in a 
rel atlvely 1hort time be po111lhle. 
Tb 01'8 Ne,iro leaders who 11ee the 
tr, md and concern themaelvea 
wt th these fundamental economlo 
pr obtems will receive the 1up­
po rt of the maase-t11e others 
will find themselves bankrupt of 
a prorram in the face of thia 1 
vlHorous and arrreutve mo,·e­
m, ent. We will have in the near 
fu ture, perhapt, the development 
of a labor party. A party which 
w, ould include the unemployed, 
ar 1d the NegTOeL Or we may 
lu lVe, with the victor., of the re­
lM :tlo!llll'y element■, a form of 
A mer1can fuclam. In th1a atruc• 
cl .e which wl.ll and mu1t Include 
tt 111 Negro, the pom~rful ftrure 
w •hirb to~ all other11 Is 
t hat of the bll5hy-eyebrowed. 
L lon-Dl&ined JOHN L. LEWIS. 



Busy though he was, John L. Lewis, president of the United Mine Workers of 
America and of the Congress of Industrial . Organizations, took time out at the 
Columbus convention to give orace R. Ca on well-known labor writer who cov­
ered the convention for The our1er, a spec1 message for the working people who 
read The Courier. Bread and jobs are the chief problems of the Negro worker, 
asserted Mr. Lewis. 

UNEMPLOYMENT, POLITICAL ACTION, 
UNITY, FEATURES OF UNITED MINE 
WORKERS' CONVENTION AT COLUMBO 

Cf.,( [ Jz ■ 

By HORACE R. C...ffTON 
(Author of "Blllclt~fkt\ri"'ln ffie New tihiona' ,­

(See PICTURES, FULL PAGE, 12) 
(Oopyrigll.f Ul,Jtt: . 't'epr oduchOJI ezpreuly prohibited) 

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Feb. 8.-Nearly three thous and delegates, representatives of 600,000 miners 
white and black, met here in their golden jubilee fast week in the heart of the richest nation on earth an 
confronted as their most challenging problem unemployment affecting ten million hungry and without shel 
ter in this land of plenty. 

From the shadows of the spectre created by this vast army of unemployed emerged a haunting, taunt 
ing reality, the fact that steadily more and more men, white and black, from amonr the ranks of the poo 
are being put out of jobs and that no important attempt has been made to $lop the flow of men from job 
to idleness or to reverse the current and put men ha ck to work. 

It was this reality which impelled John L Lewis, leonine president of the great United Mine Work 
ers to belabor the responsible agencies in the federal ... ,...,, .. _ • rnment for failure -to 
act, to try for a solution of the problem. 



Sh rt of 50,000 Negro homes 
0 age in Chicago force fami­

lies to alep! nd for their water sup­
ply at a city fire hydrant, having no 
water in their apartments. (See 
story on Page 3.) 



Thus tne maJor pruu11m1 
befo 1 tJ,~ conference of the I 
Uni . ea-Mine Workers of 
Ame':'ica was that of unem­
plo;, 11.1ent; the most import- 1 
ant decision taken by the 
conference was to refer poli­
t ical action, includin~ the 
third term issue, to the ex­
ecutive committee (which 
means l\tr. Lewis), and the I 
outstanding characteristic of 
the convention was the unity 
of the organization. 

That the largest and 
strongest union in the world 1 

sbouJd be addressing itself to 
the problems of unemploy- 1 
ment, is preparing to take an 

!even more active role in 
politics and, in spite of its I 
phenominal growth, is a uni­
fied body is a matter which 
should be of great concern to 
Negroes throughout the coun­
try. 
UNEMPLOYMENT MAY BE i 
I CHRONIC FOR RACE 

No more pressing problem 
confronts the Negro than 
that of unemployment. ln 
Chicago, for example, al­
though Negroes constitute 
approximately seven per cent 
of the total population, over 
40 per cent of the relief 
population are Negroes and 
it is estimated that over 50 
per cent of the total popula­
tion of the city are on re­
lief or the WP A. 

Some studen ts of the problem 
belle\·e that the Negro will con­
stitute the greater proportion of 
the cllronically unemployed group 
a nd will thus be the target for 
the reactionary elemenifi in the 
country who wish to fight an eco­
nomio problem by employing race 
hatred as was done In Germany, 
Lewis a nd t he mine workers 

were concerned with t his problem 
because t hey knew that the CIO 
movemen t, being s t rongest in the 
..... ~~- ........ ..1 • • - .____._. - ._ 
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Horace Cayton \ 
Speaker at ' 
Lincoln Univ. Mo. 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo., Oct. 
19.-Horace Roscoe Cayton, co­
author of "Black Metropoli~" will 
address the 10 o'clock convocation 
Nov. 7 in Page auditorium at Lin­
coln university (Mo.) His subject 
will be the P,-.ycbology of Race." 
The sociology club wiJ\ sponsor 
the pl'ogrnm. 

Mr. Cayton, a native of ~eattle, 
Wash., 1·eceived the B.A. degree 
from the Unive1·sity of Wa~hing­
ton. He was 1·esearch· assistant at 
the Universi~y of Chicago frofl'\ 
19:12 to 1934, then served 11~ spe-
·a1 a,s.«ist-ant to the United :-:tates 

secretary of the interior. 
Awarded a Rosenwald fellowship 

in 19:HI. Mr. Cayton, co-author of 
"Black Workers and the New 
Union,'' traveled abroad until t he 
outbreak of war in September of 
that year. Previously-during h is 
junior year in high school- he 
went to sea, traveling in A la ska, 
Hawaii and several cities in th1s 
country. 

In 1 !140, he became diredor of 
Chicago's Parkway Community 
house, large~t institution of its 
kind, "here he has since been a p­
plying his science to problems of a 
i,rge Negro community. 



1·Cayton Works · f-
, ........ ~.V7"b 

On New Books 
I 

Horace Cayton, director of the 
Parkway Community House, and 
co-author with St. Clair Drake of 
Black Metropolis, recently returned 
from a six week stay at "Yaddo," 
a creative artists' workshop out- l 
side Saratoga Springs, N.Y., dis­
closed that he has begun work on 
two new books. 

I Cayton, a grandson of Hiram 
Revels. Negro Senator of Recon­
struction days, told the Chicago 
Defender in an exclusive interview. 
that the six weeks he spent at 
''Yaddo" were the most productive 
of his career. Undisturbed by tel­
ephones, radios, and the affairs 
that usually crowd his busy life, 
the author and sociologist applied 
his time to a series of philosophical 
essays on race relations, and an au­
tobiographical novel. 

One of the first Negroes to visit 
the estate was Langston Hughes. 
This year Ulysses Kay, a composer.1 
and Cayton, were chosen for tht' 
~~al h~o~ , 

/ I 



NEW BOOKS 

A hard-hitting-and entertaining­
study of a black metropolis 

~ J ., / /// ./ / 

BLACK MErnOPOLIS: A STuo1 OF NF..CRO LJFE lN A NO:RTHERN CITY. By St. Clair 
Drake and Horace R. Ca) lC\11. With a1, introduction by Richard Wright 
(Harcourt, Brace, $5). 

Richard \Yright'~ introduction r,lone is 
worth th,,t sum. It is one of the most 
thoughtful analyses of the malady of race 
prejudice which this reviewer has read. 
In words that la~h :.nd enlighten, Mr. 
Wright pictures the i,roblem of race against 
the national and \\Orld struggle between 
the forces of freedom and of fascism. 

By Wolter White 

WHEN I read Richard Wright"~ statement, in his brilliant introduction to Black 
Metropolis, that this book i~ "a landmark of research and scientific achieve­

ment," I wondered, remembering Gunnar Myrdal's monumental An American 
Dilemma, if Mr. Wright's statement might not be o\'erpraise. 

I t is not too much so. For to call Black Metropolis a Negro Middletown is only 
part of the truth. No conscientious historian of Chicago or the industrial Middle 
West, or, indeed, of American societ). can neglect in the future the magnificent 
job which St. Clair Drake and Horace R. Cayton have done. [Mr. D rake is a 
trained anthropologist who studied at the University of Chicago and spent 6ve 
years gathering material for the book. and Mr. Cayton, the director of Chicago's 

Those Americans \\-ho believe that the 
l\'egro-white problem in the United States 
is static instead of kinetic will be jolted on 
learning, horn ~fr. Wright, the extent to 
which the focus of the so-called Negro 
problem has shifted from the agricultural 
South to \orthern indu~trial centers since 

Walter White, whose re, ie" of Block 
Metropolis appears at the left. 

World War I. a ~hilt \\hich bas given the less crnwded and more plea~;111t are.-.s as 
:\'egro the pote11ti,1l balance of political their economic status improved. But the 
power in lb pil otal ~tales with 281 elec- Negro, because of his color. is penned in a 

Parkway Community House, has also • 
written other books on the Negro.] 

tor:,! , otes. ghetto, no matter what his economic status 
The increasing iutegration of the Negro may be. When he sought to escape the 

There are minor inadequacies in the 
book, it is true. But the) merely em­
phasize the enormous care and worJ. .. 
which have gone jnto the writing of a 
lusty, raucous tale of a raci,1I giant fight­
iug to break his ghetto bonds. 

Let us dispose of some of the ~hort­
comings. Few factors have fomented Negro 
rnce consciousness as much ·as the ,egrega­
tion and mish·eatment from whic·h Negro 
soldiers and sailors h,ne suffered during a 
global war For "freedom," Black Metmpo/i.\ 
does not, in the opinion of this re, ie11 er. 
pay sufficient heed to the fun· 11 hieh dis-. . . . - . ---

ne breasts of all cla~~e, ol '\t­
groes nor to the deepening of thei1 (1p­

position to the p,1ttern of segregatim,. 
Most of the material in the book wa~ 

gathered under the much-maligned \\PA 
an<l other research projects. This only took 
the authors up to the ope:1ing ot the 
war, and that fact is probabl~ re~pou,ihle 
for the sketchy treatment of the ac·celeratt<l 

war ) ears. It is unfortunate that at least 
one chapter of this 800-page book could 
uot have been given to the enormous 
changes which the war has caused. 

New world-mindedness 

into the orga,1ized labor movement and the kind of overcrowding which produces Big-
h·ansi~ion from docilit) to aggressi\·e, and ger Thomases, he was met in Chicago by 
sometimes effecti\ e. protest are but a few mobs and bombs. 
of the r,wial phenomena which Mr. Wright With skill and humor 
also mentions and of which America is •·:y1·th sk·IJ lat· · cl d 
b v 1 , super , 1ve m ustr}' ,m ecoming increa,ingly aware. b·J· d h h Bl,ic;·k 1~1ctropol1·s, perhaps ... 1·selv, 1·s '1 a 1 ity an wit umor. Mesns. Drake " ,. . ,, ost socio-economic ~tudies are dull as d c · 

re~tricted to hem· g an honest, entei·ta,·n- d" h Bl k l an ayton have told tl1e storv of the 
1s water. ac • /lfetropo is, this reviewer N ' fi h • 

ingly written and hard-hitting picture of is thankful 10 report, is more readable than e~ro s g t for jobs, of his struggle 
the ~truggle of a minority to live 1'n a s,·11 _ t I I against both employers and trade unions m,my con empor:uy no, es. t is going to f J b h 
gle city. That limitation has possibly pre- be liked by neither the extreme right nor 0 1: emp oym~nt a ove t e mop-pushin)!, 
, ented the authors from dealing adequateh· the extreme leJt. A goc,d many Negroes sp1ttoon-cleanmg level, and of his ~truggle 
"ith the a.lmost uubelievable growth of II ill be infuriated \)I some of its revela- lo _fi~d COJ?fort or escape in social group!>, 
"orld-mindedness among Negroes in the tions about sex life. polin rnd,ets churches religion, liquor or sex. The result is lile 
heart of what used to be known as the and other organizations: But ' • ~ stage-set wher~ ~ .. Jrg.l!..t .. ._of..,il hW,J,~ 
• ·-1.;. i....i.. rr- .1.~ . -'-"~ ' 'sgro~..C'-;_.,...,.;;;;~~.~;;.~~.~-rt~, ½1n~s:ee!-1f.re~,fce~afi1lfion~s.~-m~a~te~d~e:;:t:a1;i.l-;s :o:rf-C:,:\'hat goes on behind. The 
n,g~,, .,~ in every other ;a~i"~f America ( i~- \\'ith adrni1<1hle lire, it), Black Metro- story is as fresh as the latest ne" ~papt-r, 
duding the backwoods of Mississippi ), poli.s c:rowds into le-ss th,m a hundred and sometimes, as in the chapter entitled 
,t-es his problem as not only important na• />ages ol extraordinarily readable prose _the Of Things to Come, it is a bit ahead. 
tion:1lly, but also as a part of the exploita- 1istorical bacl,ground not only of the Ne- A Jot of smug misconceptions about the 
ti<1n and oppression of two-thirds of the gro ghettos of l0da) \ Chicago, but also Negro will be abolished for the open-
1-m1 h·~ people because they have bro"n, ol the Chkagu of e .. rliE:-r years. One sees minded reader of this book. For example, a 
Hllow or black skins. here a picture ol the wa, e~ al migration of S?ood many people accept. ;md laugh at, 
• Fi\ e dollars is considered, by most the loreig11-boru, " ho first ~ettled near the policy playing" as being a ""Jegro trait." 
!\incric:ms, a lot of money for a book. But center of the cit) but mm td outward to But when Messrs. Drake and Cavton, in 

Photos by Arni 

a revealing chapter called Business· U11der 
a Cloud, quote a loyal church member 
as saying laconically, "Tt takes p1,licy to 
keep some people eating. That's all there 
is to it," one has no difficult} in under­
standing why a good man) :--=el-(roes. 
hemmed in by job proscription. will setk 
any way out of an economic morass. 

Black Metropolis is not jmt another 
book about the Negro. Jt is a first-rate 
account of the effect of American preju­
dices that had best be read and under­
stood if we are to escape racial ~chi:.ms 
which may rend America as effectil'elv as 
the newest atomic bomb. 

St. Clair Drake (left) aml Hornet R. Ca) ton, two Chicagoans who have written a lusty stud, of thdr c-it) ·s t:,dal problem. ( 
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