
October 9, 1939 

Dear Doctor -~tt~ I under-stand troa Doctor Lawlah that there 
~ll'kljj! • ~ -~ ·· is aome chance ot ;your not remaining in the 

CCC service and that you u.y be returning t.o Chicago ahor~. The 
.aatter about which I ea writing you •ust be deterained by October 21st. 

Along about 19SO the .Tuliue Rosenwald Fund, 
1n cooperation with certain southern states and the United States 
Public Health Service, carried on. widespread syphilis demoaatrations 
in six eouthera atates. la.con County, Alabua, in which hakegee 
Institute is located, reported the largest lncideuce of e,philis 
among the legro population of the. su counties served in tbia project. 
Abo\tt two years ago the Fund went back into Ila.eon County and began a 
syphilis control project there under the direction ot Doctor WUllaa B. 
Perry, •ho is nos in the- United States Public Real th Serrlce and work-· 
ing 1D lortb Carolina. Du.ring the past year this work has been under 
the direction ot Doctor Frank I. Steele, who was before that Use a 
first assistant in charge of vene,real disease control 1n the Central 
Harlu Health Cellter 1D lew York City. Doctor Steele is leaviDg 
Tuskegee next month and•~ ar.e teeking a succeasor for tbla illportant 
service. The ,aale.ry ia $250 per month - pl.us travel expense. Soae 
time during October the USPHS will deliTer a truck specially ud.e for 
this work at a cost ot approxiJllately $10,000. It ia expected 1D tiae 
that thia prograa will be carried into the neighboring ,coUDties -
from Tuskegee as a eenter. 

In addition to this importallt work, the 
State ot ilabau and the Macon County Health Department, along with 
the 1uliua Roeenn.14 Fund, ere developing a aidlfitery ·prograa, and two 
nu.rse-aidwives baYe Just begun service there as at last aontb. ill pre­
natal, delivery, and post-natal care. This work will ul~tely be 
taken over c011pletely by ' the State. 

In addition to thle, the latioual Pounda.tioa 
tor Infantil.e Parazyais baa made a grant of $165,000 for a building, 
equipmeat, end uintenance of an ~tlll::::i 
Hospital tor the ca.re of crippl i-•tt:wo k e 
supervision ot Doctor I ohn W. Che A w 
of lewark, is returning to Tuskeg ~-=---==-- a1111-.P eat 
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of the hospital. I should like you to consider whether you can take 
charge of the venereal d iaease prograa end ao iacorpora te yourselt 
into the hospital organization that you become part and percel of the 
staff as weU, l.ooking forward to further developaent ot this unit 
as one or the moat important rural health centers saong llegroes in 
the country. I aa enclosing copy of a letter which has just gOIM 
forward to the State Health Officer of Alabama regarding IOII& of this 
future deYelopment.. Ia other worde, while your 1.nuaediate 1JOrk would 
be that of operating this traveling clime tor venereal diseates, I 
would expect that you would,. with your e:xcelleot clinical training, 
have a very much wider field after -the proposed deTelopments are 
attained. 

All of this is placed before you for your 
coneideration. without any commitment from u:s for any part or it. I 
merely want to know whether auch a program would interest you and 
whether I =ay have the privilege o.f considering you along with aOJM 
other applicants es u person llho will be willing to work 1n what aeeas 
destined to become a spectacular publie health progru. I am sorry 
that time makes it necessary to demand an almost i.aediate reply. 

MOB:RH 

Dr. Harvey J. Whitfield 
(■edical Reserte, Corp) 
Camp Roughton Lake 
8-85 (Michigan) 
Harrison, !liehigan 

Very truly yours, 

. o. nous. n:1 
M. o. Bousfield, II. D. 
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