


LETTERS OF REFERENCE
Billiem Attaway
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Miss Charlotte Carr, Director, Hull House

It has to be admitted that I know very little really
about kr, &ttaway. I had one long afternoon's conversation with him
when he was referred to me by Dr. Bousfield some months sgo., I recsived
& very vivid impression that he was & person of umisusl promise end ability,
I liked his point of view, his courage and his pensible and dispassionate
reaction to the problem of his race. I was sufficlently interested in him
thet sfter he left I bought his book, which I have read end consider excellent -
indeed, smasingly comparable to "Of Kice and Men", though, of course, in
no sense imitative of thet.

I wrote ¥r. Attaway my appreciastion of the book, and
have recently had an spplication from him for residence &t Hull-House. I
have been delighted to accept that spplication whenever he cen come to
Chicago, and do want him to be a resident. Whether or not his residence is
dependent upon his receiving a fellowship from the Fund, I do not know.

Hr, Attaway is & very different type of person from
Dewey Jones, and would mot, on a cooperative plan between the Rosenwald
Fund and Hull-House, do the type of thing we found we were sble to do with
Dewey Jones. On the other hand, he has his own special qualificetions, in
ay opinion, for & joint program. I am not - I want to make this cleer -
asking for money from the Rosenwald Fund, but do say that if he is & resident
here, and carries out the program he has planned with the Fund, much of
real value could coms from the joint contact.

To sum it up, I have enmough confidence in Mir. Attaway

that I would bring him in here to help us out without g%ﬁﬁhsr informetion
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than I have of him. On the other hand, I sm sware that for the purposes
of your refersnces, you will want more informetlon than I awm able to provide.
Wr, A, L, Foster, Executive Secretury, Chicsgc Urban League

I have an espscial interest in this cendidste because of
gy very close contact with his and his sister while they were at the Univer-
sity of Illinois. There wers some of us who felt thut they were both very
talented, and we have followed their caureers with very desp interest.

¥r, Attsway bas proved his ability as & writer and it ap-
pears that the plan of work which he has submitted should be of trewmendous
value, if it is developed.
Dr. Bruce Wierick, Associate Professor of English, University of Illinois

I am glad to write you a favorable report of Hir. Attawsy,
who for two years wme a student in my classes in creative writing. His work
here was unususlly promising in its ebility to handle plot and to motivste
plausible characters with originality and skill, His receut novel, Let Me
Breathe Thunder, deserved I think the prsise it got, snd is one of the most
surpriging first novels to show up recently, If Attaway can keep up the
pace he sets there, he will soon be known &8 one of our really creative
writere, The novel was the more surprising in that it dealt almost entirely
with white characters - a tusk which I believe no other Negro has atiempted
with such success. It will be interesting to see if he is egually adept at
interpreting his own race. If he is, he will put us 211 in his debt, as he is
free from looking at the Negro inm the ususl ltorsogyped fé;nulaa that 80 much J
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writing sbout the Negro employs. How Negroes look to Hegroes is something
“that I for ome know little about; and about which I am curious., I think
Attaway has a chance of telling us. I strongly suspect that he has more
ability to be a good novelist then any Negro now on the scene; and I can
hardly doubt the pleasure you will get in having a part in helping him
along in these his formative years.

I should add that I know Attawsy very well, When he
was here he wrote plays which the Negroes here produced, and ss a result
soon got attentlion from some of us who are interested in such abilities,
snd who are mot afraid of & color line. I mey say that I elways felt about
him that he was & little too serious, & kind of Negro Hamlet, shrouded in
melancholy, and feeling more than I liked to see the oppression of color
diserimination; though I may add thst were I in his place, I should probably
get & good deal more viclent than he ever did. I am a little disturbed st
the propagenda aspects of his projected plan; snd think you might warn him
thet 11fe 1is bigger than the problems of 1life. The sociological novel is
in vogue just mow, of course; but those thet will live will be only inci-
dentally sociological, and primarily alive with resl people that we can care
about for some other rsason that that they represent a problem. I say this
with some diffidence, as from long experisnce with writers, I have found that
often plans that sound the least promising turn out the beat, and vice versa,
Hre Archer Wingten, Hotion Picture Reviewer, New York Post

Br, Attaway's personality and qualifications are, in
sy opinion, admirably suited to the type of work he has Qnglinad,/fﬂil
first published novel, Let Me Sreaths zﬁggggg,tn hardlz/?fre thlnbcn exercilo:/
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despite its somewhat derivetive excellence, Later unpubliehed writings
irdicate & far greeter talent and one which is peculiarly fitted for the
task he has set for himself. Of course zny book is & gamble, Creative
work cemnot be gueranteed. But I can assure you that the possibilities
in this case, or, I may say, the probabilities are brilliant.
It 48 hard to conceive of a less stereotyped or more

signdficant subject from the Negre point of view than the one chosen. I
have suspected for some time that Mr. Attewey 1s on the verge of meking
the finest contribution to American literature of any Negro author to date.
I n=y be wrong. People usuzlly sre when they say things like that. But I
know of no author with greater potentislitics. What will come of them 4s
for the future to decide.
Mr. John Woodburn, Editor, Doubleday, Doran and Company, HNew York

I have known William Attaway for nearly two years, both

as a personal friend and as his editor et Doubleday, Doran, who published

his novel, Let Me Breathe Thunder. As a person, I have been impressed by
his exceptional adjustment to 1life and to circumstance, his single-minded,
honest approach to his work - in short, by the general integrity of his
personality.

As & writer, and I do not 1imit this to & category of racial
interpretation, I belleve him to possess an authentic talent, & talent which
I have found balanced by a maturity not often found in & young man not yet
thirty. The novel now in progress exhibits, even in its unfinished, struc-

tural state, the fulfillment of the promise implied in Let Me Breathe Thunder.

In my understanding of the aims and accomplishments of ths Rosenwald Foundation,

Williem Attaway is a logical and exceptionally worthy candidate for a fellowship.
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WILLIAM ATTAWAY
ZLAN OF ORK

This 1s to be a factual novel on the Negro in the steel ind
from 1914 when the "jackelegs" went into the South and reeruit
fieldhands and sharecroppers to work the All

mills, to 1919 when the great steecl strikes raged. The novel ip
to be devided into three sectionss

The first part of this project requires some backpround of the
rural life of the Negro in the South, o0 that the effects of

contrast to beginaings. An informed treatment of these

is important bdecause mugh of what hapoened to the migrants in

the world of industry is understandable only in terms of psyehologieal
hang-overs of Southern culture. The particuliar Negroes whom I
propose to treat came from the red elay hills of Kentuclky where

they had already grown tired of seratehing the barren hills for

a méger living. They were real peasant folk and would not have

left the hills they were born on Af it had not been for a realisation
that their fields would no longer produce. There have been n—z
reasons given for the migration from KentuokyeeeBut it 10 a ¢

that a g;umt folk dle on the soil they are horn one-if it 1o

good soil.

The second part of this work will deal with the 1ife of the
l!l.gvu at the mills, the peculiar adjustments that were made,
the effeotc that these adjustments had on the morals and
general eulture of these peasant folk, The ad justments made
generally fall into one of three catagoriess economie, religious
+ For example, they faced the following
problemss In the mills they were paid monthly what would have
been ageounte! a good y profit back in Kentuocky., At the mills
there was not the restraining influence of the church as a
soelal center. In the Allegheny Valley there was at that time
& minimum of cosietal pressure and percecution. The adjustments
to these probleme were varied and not generally construetive in

The third section will deal with the Hegroes place in the great

steel strikes of 1919. The blgrest problem here is the question

of the blook man's attitudes towedd labor unions and the causes

of these attitudes. There was, for example,a conservatiem to

be noted at that time, The Negro inowrred much eritieism for his
aptivities. Hobody took into econsideration the faet that

the ot issues in the mills were to the Negroes trivial by

m tion I intend to give this section of the book., That
take on proper prorortion through an understanding of motivations
and backgrounds. In short, I pone to draw the ploture with

This work is reaconably sure of publication. My publishers,
Doubleday and Doran, Inges having thousht so highly of the idea
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Thie project has threefold significancet Educational, historieal,
and artistie. It will, in respeect to eduecation, provide students
with valuable souree ideas that may be fully investighted by
seholérs. Thece 1deam will be ori approaches to the problem
of mass movements of peoples, and will have universal application.
As to historys This book 1s expected to apporoximate a personal
approach to the past. That is the strong point of the historieal
novelt: Not alone does it give us faets out of 2 dim past, it also
permits us to experisence those faects through identification with
the human beings depicled. Artistie value ies too grest an ideal
to define briefly...s0 I will content mysell by promising and
predieting that thils work will surpass my late books "Let Me
Breathe Thunder."

At preseni ' hove completed all of the library research on the
subject of steel, and T have compiled thils research in a number
of notebooks for qulek reference. I have made an outline, very
comprehensive, on the book to be done,..lMy publishers have seen
the outline and are very enthusiastie about lt, They prefiiet
great things for the hook if I get money for the Figld researeh.
Having gone so far already, that is--six months on preparation
for the fleld research, I am sure to finlsh thic book within
the tlme limit I have set mysell on the application blank,

Although I have become well read on the subject of steel and
the migrant steel worker, I have not had an oppertunity to go
into the homes and workplaces of these men, I have not had
the oppertunity "o contaet wen who heve setually lived through
the era I intena writing abcut. Therefore, I fegl that I must
vislt the following places to get that much needed perconzl
eontactt

13The elate of Kentueky, Cumberland River region.
23The state of Pennsylvania, Allegheny Valley Refion.
Eien .-i"i‘i."l;sblu’gh. * e
Up the Ohio River from Fittsburgh to Ambridge...
Vieiling steel mill: and towms along the way.

Down the Menogehela River from ittsburgh to
g XHeesport...stoppdng at the luovortant steel
centers like Homectead, Rankin, Praddoeck, and
Dugquesne » 81:0"‘-. se

¥rom Pilttsburgh again up the Allegheny River

to Tarentum,..stopping al important steel

towms en route. The U,S,8teel ¥ills 4in Illinois
and Gary Indiane will aluo rate a few weeks,

As to subsequent plans...I have thousht of doing & cequel to this
work some time £in the futures the wreckage of a people drifting
into Pittsburgh, settling the "bottoms" of that town. Also, the

soeial problem they present at present-writing to Pittsburgh.
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Name Williem Alexander Attaway Field: Creative Writing

Creative Writer
456 West 148th Street, New York City

Plan of Work

A book (factual novel) on the Pittsburgh industrial area with special atten-
tion to the steel mills and the Negroes' place in them from the beglmnings of the
world war to the great steel strikes of 1919. The library research is already finished,
soc now I would like to get first hand information in the great steel centers.

Study would require one year.
Personal Data Born in Mississippi, November, 1911. Single Age: 28
Undergraduate Work University of Illinois, B. A, 1938,

Graduate Work

Accomplishments

Publications: Let Me Breathe Thunder, & novel published by Doubleday Doren, 1933,
Stories for the Pittsburgh Courier and Challenge Msgazine.

Has also written a play, "Carnival”, produced in 1238; a novel, Children
of Night, 1934, unpublished.

References

Miss Charlotte Carr, Hull House

Mr. A, L. Foster, Chicago Urban League

Professor Bruce Wierick, University of Illinois

Mr. John Woodburn, Doubleday Doran Pucem B arr.

Mr, Archer Winsten, Critic, New York Post Total Amount Needed 41500

From Applicant 0
From Fund $1500

AMOUNT GRANTED



LETTER OF REFERENCE
William Attaway

John M. McK. Woodburn, Editor, Doubleday, Doran and Co., New York City.

I am very happy again to recommend William Attawsay
to your consideration. I have just finished reading his second novel and
have had the satisfaction of seeing it enthusiastically accepted for pub-
lication by Doubleday Doren, the house in which I am an editor. It more
than fulfills the patent promise shown in LET ME BREATHE THUNDER, his
first novel, and shows an astonishing growth in power and mastery of
material. We feel very definitely here that William Attaway is well on his
way to becoming what we term, in publishing jargon, a property. He is a
sincere and hard-working artist and he definitely requires financial assist-
ance in order to pursue his work. Mr. Attaway's project of further ex-
ploring the folk beginnings of the black steel worker is of great interest
to me and to the house, especially in the light of his new novel. I can

without the slightest hesitation recommend him for a continuance.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr, William A. Attawaj

Report Requested of__ __fir, John Woodburn
Doubleday Doran, Inc,.,, Rockefeller Center,
Jew York Cit;

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. Am early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship

Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. » )
\Zém?o J '(r ﬂ'/-’l a e dv
"~ Director for Fellowships

REPORT

1 I have known William Attaway for nearly tvo years, both as a personal
‘ friend and as his editor at Doubleday, Doran, who published his novel
! LET ME BREATHE THUNDER, As a person, I have been impressed by his ex-
I ceptional adjustment to life and to circumstance, his single-minded,
honest approach to his work - in short, by the general integrity of

his personality.

balanced by a maturity not often found in a Jyoung man not yet thirty. The

novel now in progress exiiibits, even in its unfinighed, structural state,

OVER

As a writer, and I do not limit +this to a category of racial-interpretation

- I believe him to possess an authentic talent, a talent which I have found



the pxmxpige fulfillment of the promise implied in LET ME BREATHE THUNDIR.
In my understanding of the aims afid accomplishments of the Rosenwald
Foundation, William Attaway is a logical and exceptionally worthy can-

didate for the Fellowship,

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

yes

SignedCM"‘-’ /l/\, /l/'LC,M )]/‘&-"MMM
Position or Title % AL Ao

Address /@"a-u_/‘——&_ic‘_, /9'0‘-‘7% v eo ‘ch,
IS wi‘:w Moy Yoyt Clz=s gy Mauck /£ G ¢o

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addres stamped envelope is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. William A. Attaway

Report B equested Of Mr. Archer W insten

New

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. n
v Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Uear Sir,
l lir, “ttaway's personality and qualifications are, in my
opinion, admirably suited to the type of work he has outlined. Ilis
Tirst published novel, "Let Me Breathe Thunder™, is hardly more than
an exercise despite its somewhat derivative excellence. Later
unpubbished writings indicate a far greater talent =and one which is
peculiarly fitted for the task he has set for himself, Of course any
book is a gamble, Creative work cannot be guaranteed, But I can
assure you that the possibilities in this case, or, I may say, the
probabilities are brilliant,

It is hard to conceive of a less stereotyped or more significant
subject from the Negro point of view than the one chosen. I have
suspected for some time that Mr. Attaway is on the verge of making
the finest contribution to iAmerican literature of any Negro author
to date, I may be wrong. People usually are when they say things like
that. But I know of no suthor .with greater potentialities. hat will
come of them is for the future to decide.

Sincerely,

Archer (insten

OVER



y |

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 1c1ding a position has not a
wrdmt deal to do with the utilization of such abilities as novel
wr iting, as I myself have reason to know. But anyway, the candidate
is free frnom personality handicaps, whatever they may be,

Signed A Archer Winsten ﬂ‘o‘é“(_ f/\/’/( M

lotion Picture feviewer, llew York Post, H.Y.

Position or Title

Address 78 liest Street, New YVork, N.V,

Dhte' //Jan 4571940

Please return to th; Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. William A. Attaway

Report Requested of. Mr. Bruce Wierick

University of Illinois, Urbsana

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship

Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

'Director for Fellowships

REPORT Gentlemen:

T am glad to write you & fevorsble report of Mr,
Willism Attaway, who for two years wes s student in my clacses in
¢reative writing. His work here was unusually promising in 119
tbility to handle plot snd to motivete plausible characters with
bririnelity and skill. His recent novel, Let Me Breathe Thund@r?
leserved I think the praise it got, and 1s one of the most surqus-
ing first novels to show up recently. If Attaway can k?ep up }T?Hp?ce
he sets there, he will soon be known as one of 'FP.P?fl{k cTe;:jJﬁt
writers. The novel was the more snr,risﬁnﬁ ?! ﬁﬁ': 1% nfkle%fﬂoaih~
bntirely with white characters--a task which : ?ellevﬂqﬂo.a.}?? ?q“::
has sttempted with such sucecess. It will be 3nuure§tin¢ Lu_sfflit he
s e:ubll§ sdept at interpreting hls own race. .If he %s{ teﬂ&i -
but us all in his debt, as he is free from lookineg EthF?T h?&erJf
the usual stereotyped formulss that so much wri?in; i“hwv t:b fe;!o
employs. How negroes lock to negroes is 50@eth1ng Ljiy I for ?QS
knév little about; and sbout which I em curious. I L?j“k ALFg&hJ
lhes 8 chance of telling us. I strongly suspect that ﬁ? nas‘gezg_i
;Ebjlitv to be a good novelist than any negro now on tne_sq?ne,.gnn
I ean %ardlj doubt the pleasure you will get in havihg a part In
ﬁalp%ne him zlong in these his formative years,

| | OVER



I should add that I know Attaway very well. When he wess here
he wirote plays which the negroes here produced, end ss & result soon got
atteption from some of us who are interested in such abilities, &nd who

are mot afrsid of & color lihe. I may say that I always felt about

him jfthet he was a 1little too serious, & kind of negro Hsmlet, shrouded

in melencholy, and feeling more than I liked to see the oppression cf

colopr discrimination;g though I may add thet were I in his plsce, I should
probjgbly get & good deal more violent than he ever did, I em a little
distprbed st the propagenda gspects of his projected plan; and think you
mighlt warn him that life is bigger than the problems cf 1ife, The
socijplozical novel is in vogue Jjust now, ofcourse; but those that will
livew wlill be only incidentally sociological, snd primarily elive with

real| people that we can care about for some other reason than that they
repriesent a problem, I say this with some BXRRX diffidence, sas from long
experience with writers, I have found thet often plens that sound the least
promising turn out the best, and vice verssa.

If you think it useful, you are at liberty to show him
any |of this that you please,

Cordielly yours,

Brude Weirick
707 W. Cel, St.
Urbe&ul, T11linois.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed /EWC(:% u;u-:- é

PositionorTit]/ Us30. Ind) D) E g fos 4 TM—Q}M;#}

Address /,70? ?J c“%./ﬁ-ﬂﬂ;ié‘:l-';wﬂli\ 9‘/(' .
/ Dtz =y

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name Of Cand,_date_ Mr. William A. !341'?;

Report Requested of. Mr. A. L. Foster

(]

- 1 R ZTMT RS LK Ll . Ty, 1 PR
1icego Urbaen Leacue, 3032 South Webash Avenue, C

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship

Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

) P

Cerege 7. Cteyuae Ly

Director for Fellowships

REPORT I have an especial interest in thie candidate because of
my very close contact with him and his sister while they were at the
University of Illinois. There were some of us who felt that they
were both very talented, and we have followed their careers with
very deep interest.

Mr. Attaway has proved his ability as a writer and it ap—
pears that the plan of work which he has submitted should be of
tremendous value, if it is developed.

i OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? .

Signed 6{ /9 Z/Q_J
Position or Title r 1 [ VLt ve r-m_QC‘ vo /-ﬁf |
Address JA jl M:(AJQEQY[ /GW w oA

Ay 13((9\’\]

v

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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Name William Alexander Attaway Field: Creative Writing
— -
Author REAPPOINTMENT

Theresa Hotel, 7th Avenue and 125th Street,

New York City
Plan of Work

To devote an entire book to the precarious farm background of
the migrant Negro treated in my present work that has just been completed under
a Rosenwald grant. To do this new book I will need to live and travel in West
Virginia and Kentucky and so contact the beginnings of the Allegheny steel men.

Duration of work one year.

Personal Data Born in Mississippi, November, 1911l. Single. Age: 29
Undergraduate Work University of Illinois, B. A., 1936.
Graduate Work
Experience
L]
Accomplishments
Publications: Let Me Breathe Thunder, a novel, Doubleday Doran, 1939.
A play and another novel are not yet published.
Rosenwald Fund Fellowship, 1940-41, $1,200.
References
John Woodburn, Doubleday, Doran & Co, New York
Budget Summary
o
1,800
Total Amount Needed ¢ 1,

From Applicant 7 500
F Faad o1, 80(/) ,

£J4IA
R AMOUNT GRANTED
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-PLAN OF WORK-
for Rosenwald fellowship...
William Attaway

In doing my present book on the Southern
Negroes' change to a Nothern industrial life,
I felt that the rural background of this migrant
people degerved a more searching treatment than
- I was able to give in a few short chapters.
Now that the present work is finished and under
consideration of my publisher, Mr. John WoodBurn
ofIDoubleday, Doran and Company, I feel that I
should devote time to that complete treatment
of the folk beginnings of the black steel worker.
Only through these beginnings is an understanding
of his subseguent actions and feelings possible.
To be completely fgikr to the symbolic
characters I have tried to create, I must
go in Kentucky and West Virginia to do resear¢h
and write...

I hope--under a new fellowship grant.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 4

Application for reappointment should be filed by February 15, 1941. Please attach
s§ix copies of a report of your progress under your present grant, and of your plan
of work for the coming year.

Name William Attaway

Present address Theresa Hotel (Tth.aVB ,& 1251’;1’1.) NGW YOI‘k,N.Y.

Paianeit address 4636 Michigan avenue, Chicago, Illinois

Field Novelist

Concise statement of plan of work T want to devote an entire book to the
precarious farm background of the migrant Negro treated inmy

present work that has jugst been completed under a Rogenwald grant.
To do_this new book I will need to live and travel in Wegt

Virginia and Kentucky...and so contact the beziunnings of the Allegheny
steel men.

If fellowship is renewed, where and how do you propose to spend your time?

Kentucky and West Vipginia:

Under whose supervision?

For what period are you requesting a renewal? Qne year, 1941 to 1942

Present status of work toward degree

List as references persons under whom you have worked during your present fellowship

My publisher, My John Woodburn of Doubleday, Doran and Company...

Rockefeller Center, New York N.Y.

Amount requested from the Fund $ 1,800

Publications, if any, since you were awarded a fellowship

Are you applying elsewhere for a fellowship? If so, where? Nors

Do you plan to return to your former position?




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. William Attaway
Report Requested of Mr. John Woodburn

Doubledsy, Doran and Company, Rockefeller Center, New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. _An early reply will be of

great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT -
I am very happy again to recommend Willism Attaway to your con-

sidePation, I have just finished reading his second novel and have had the satisfaction

of

seeing it enthusiastically accepted for publication by Doubleday Doran, the house in

whilch I am an editor, It more than fulfills the patent promise shown in LET ME BREATHE

THUNDER, his first novel, and shows an astonishing growth in power and mastery of material,

Te

feel very definitely here that William Attaway is well on his way to becoming what we

term, in publishing jarczon, a property. He is a sincere and hard-working artist and he

deflinitely requires financial assistance in order to pursue his work, lr, Attaway's project

of

me

further exploring the folk beginninss of the black steel worker is of great interest to

and to the house, especially in the lizht of his new novel, I can without the slightest

haiita.tion recormend him for a continuance, i



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain. and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed M« M /ﬁ’\w )'Vw/‘rﬂaﬁm
Position or Title /f EuN e~

Address At Lay B 5 v, 91..,
(Y Ty HGLS T fYeey ijc C’A«C,T Dath ﬂm,u-,é /?4/

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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> ;‘ WILLIAM ATTAWAY Hamilton.
- xxxmmnmoc Route "1, ..
; Decatur,Mich.

A NEW YORK CITY MK

e

Dear' lr. Reynolds: |

I ﬁ;dw that by this time
Mr. Bricksll has‘forwarded'a report
on my work of the past year. I.jéust
the reﬁort.and tne_work-wene both
satlsfactory. e

I am out of New York, perhaﬁs '

for a 1ong‘timé. iy new address -
appears in the ﬁpper right hand
corner of this page.' If you should
write in cpnnection with fellowship

business, I will bs at that address.

o - Bincerely,
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PROGRESS REPORT - JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND FELLOWS

Name 'illiam Alexander Attaway

Pregent position llovelist

Address 4636 South liichigan Ave., Chicago, Ill

Since your fellowship was awarded have you received 4

(v) a promotion in rank? If so, please describe

F J

Degree received during award, or since, or progress made toward degree:

Title of dissertation

Publications, if any., (Please give titles, date, and place of publication,)

lLet le Breathe Thunder -I939 June- New York- Doubleday, Doran and CoO.

= | 3 41 b ~ TOAT B ] ] L] 1] it
_JI.OOJ n wne o orge e = B AUEUS L=

[

Special honors or activities

—

//"_ General remarks
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September20, 1939
456 W. 148th. St.
New York, N.Y.

|'f'--‘\
et 1"

Mr. George M. Reynolds:

I was lately in Chicago and was advised by
Dr. Bousfield to apply for a Rosenwald Fellowship
in creative writing. I regret not having met you
while there at the Fund headquarters...Some other
time, perhaps.

I am writing for an application blank. I

don't know if there is some special form to be
followed in getting a blank, but if such is the

case I hope you will advise me of it.

Thanks in advancee..

William Attaway

3 T ———
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306 W, 141 Street
New York, N.Y,
December 13, 1939

Dr, M,0.Bousfield o (i 7
4901 Ellis Ave, |/
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Dr. Bousfields

This day with cold winds warn-
ing me to get my heavy coat out of "hoek," I re-
call with a great pleasure the July day when I
say in your office and later had lunch (vegetarian
style) with your staff. I recall that we talked
of my then recently published book, "Let Me Breathe
Thunder,""and plans for my intended work on the
Negro in the steel industry. I was greatly helped
by the source material you suggested,

Dr. Attaway used to say that
when a guy receives a letter opening with praise,
he should look for a request in the next paragraph,
So he always used to read the gsecond paragraph
first, I had to put that in because, like all
writers, I am addicted to telling on myself--even
when it hurts, The fact is that I am ap-lying
for a fellowship on which to continue the re-
search for that book on the Negro and steel...and
I wondered if you would permit me to use youwrname
as one of the references to be contacted as to the
integrity of my project and myself. I remembered
having talked the project over with you and,as I
am a close mouthed fellow, the people to whom I have
talked at length are at a peemium in this hour of
need. If such a thing as I ask is possible, I will
be imensely grateful...If not, I' will understand.

I am looking forward to being
in Chicago again in the near future and also
looking forward to our next t&lk...as anyone who
can tell me an anecdote about my father is auto-
matiecally a friend.

Sincerely,

() Pt

William Attaway _::j
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December 18, 1939

Dear Mr. Atta:gg: It is very good to hear from you. I

shall be hapoy to give you any re-
comaendation which I cen. If your application for scholar-
ship is directed to the Julius Rosenwald Fund, thea that is
quite znother matter. None of the officers of the Fund ever
agree to make recommendctions for spplicants here, and indeed
if you sent in my name it would be crossed off and returned
to you. As far as scholarship applications here are concerned,
I can neither help nor hurt you.

Sincerely yours,

u. 0. Bo“sfield, u.D.
MOB:sRH
Mr. William Attaway

306 West l4lst Street
New York City



HULL=HOUSE

800 SOUTH HALSTED STREET . CHICAGO, ILLINOIS » TELEPHONE MONROE 6006

January 10, 1940

CHARLGOTTE CARR

Director

|0 G0 o

Mr. George Reynolds

. - A__.— -
Julius Rosemwald Fund Do thed o.00 lo
4901 Ellis Avenue -
Chicago, Ill. Witid P hae.r Pa

My dear Mr, Reynolds:

1 have been trying to get you on the telephone, but I learn
vou are cut of tomm. I felt I could do better on the enclosed applica=
tion from Williem Attawey in a telephone conversation than I could by
letter, but I'WARC To do nothing that would hold up his application; so
I will try to present my opinion of him.

In the first place, it has to be admitted that I Imow very

little really about Mr, Attaway. I had one long afternoonts conversation

with him when he was referred to me by Dr. Bousfield some months 2g0.

I received a very vivid impression that he was a person of unusual promise
end ebility. I liked his point of view, his courage and his sensible and

dispassionate reaction to the problem of his race. I was gufficiently

interested in him that after he left I bought his book, which I have read
and consider excellent...indeed, amazingly comparable to "Of Mice And len",

though, of course, in no sense imitative of that.

I wrote Mr. Attaway my appreciastion of the book, and have
recently had an application from him for residence at Hull-House. I have

been delighted to accept that application whenever he can come to Chicago,

and do want him to be a resident. Vhether or not his residence is
dependent upon his receiving a fellowship from the Fund, I do not know.

lre Attawey is a very different type of person from Dewey Jones,
and would not, on a cooperative plan between the Rosemwald Fund and Hull-
House, do the type of thing we found we were able to do with Dewey Jones.

On the other hand, he has his own special qualifications, in my opinion,

for a joint program. I am not =- I want to make this clegr == asking for
money from the Rosermald Fund (Incidentally, that is a possibility I hope

to keep open with you), but do say that if he is a resident here, and
carries out the program he has planned with the Fund, that much of resl
value could come from the Joint contact. | - ‘ y /4 g

Attaway,that I
Prmatien,than
.é purposes of |

To sum it up, I have enough conf'denceﬁin 1]
1)

would bring him in here to help us out withoutwfurther
I have of him. On the other hand, I am awarq that for



HULL=HOUSE

800 SOUTH HALSTED STREET

= CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

TELEPHONE MONROE 6006

CHARLOTTE CARR
Director

EPo2s

you will want more infor
you will call me and let

Charlotte

mation than

me discuss
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February 28, 1940

Dear Mr. Attaway: I should like to have for the
use of the Comnitilee on Fellow-
ships a few of the reviess of your bock, and a
copy of the book. ¥Nay we have this material at
your early convenience? It will, of course, be
returnad to you after the final meeting in April.

Very truly yours,

GHR*NLY

i Rast 148th Stree

Hew York, N. 1.




Harch 4, 1940

Dear Mr Attaway: We should like to have
some exhibit material for
our Committee, and we will appreciate your
sending us some of your work &s soon as pos-
sible. Will you pleasze include in this "Let
le Breathe Thunder®, as our office copy is
at the moment mislaid. Vhatever you send will,
of course, be returned to you later in the
spring.

Very truly yours,

Mr. « Attaw
456 West 148th .

New York, HN. Y.
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DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY, Nc.

14 WEST 40TH STREET » ROCKEFELLER CENTER » NEW YORK, N. Y.

ELLO

M ch 12, 1940

Mr. George Reynolds,
Director of Fellowships,
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear lir. Reynolds:

iiff"\q 55_

WOt

In accordance with the request made through our

lir. John Woodburn, a complete copy of LET

ME

BREATHE THUNDER by William Attaway, is being

sent you, under separate co

Ve understand that you are considering Mr,
Attaway for a Fellowship, and will naturally

be glad to learn of your decision.

Very truly vours
DOUBLEDAY, DCRAN & CO"PATY

INC,

focs bk

DW:GS Dora Webster

il
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March 20, 1940

Desr Mlss Websters HMr. Atteway's book,
"Let Me Breathe Thunder,®
has not arrived, and I am wondering if it has

gene astray.

Very truly yours,

GMR#*MLU

Hiss Dora ¥ebster

Doubleday, Doran and Company, Inc.
14 West 49th Street

Rockefeller Center

Hew York, H. Y.



 DOUBLEDAY, DORAN FlE!gd_&_f@‘ig'vk‘g HiFo

14 WEST 49TH STREET + ROCKEFELLER CENTER + NEW YORK, N. Y.
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Mr. Georze Reynolds
Director of rellowships, — ———
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

4301 Ellis Avenue

Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Reynolds:

I am zlad you wrote me on March 20th letting
me Ymow that yon had not received the copy
of Mr. Attaway's book, LET VE BREATIE THUNDER.,

In checking this item with our Shipping Depart-
ment, I find that the book must have crossed
your letter in the mails since it was not
shipped from here until the 20th - a matter
which I am investizating at this time,

1 am sorry if you have been caused any in-
convenience by this delay.

Sincerely yours,
DOUBLEDAY, DORAN & COMPANY, INC,

Nora toebeotor.

DW:GS Dora Webster




March 27, 1940

Dear Miss Websters Thank you very much for
your note of the zbth,
and for the copy of Mr. Attaway's book which
« e e

arrived last Thursday.

Very truly yours,

JEZ&QLDS
GURAILY
liss Dora Webster
Doubledsy, Doran and Coupany, inc.
14 West 49th Street
New York, N¥. Y.
g
‘ | W &
A
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April 17, 1840

Dear Mr. Attaway: It is a pleasure to inform

you that you have been se-
lected by the Committee on Fellowships of the
Julius Rosenwald Fund to receive a grant of
One thousand two hundred dollars ({1,200) to
assist you in your progranm of creative writing
during the year beginning May 1, 1940.

Please let us know at once
if you accept this grant. An official announce-
ment of the Commitiee's selections for ihe year
will be made soon and it can include only those
from whom acceptances have been received.

Very truly yours,

o Grorce M. REYNOLDS

Ne' Iork H. t



May 1, 1940

Dear Mr. Attaway: When you are ready to begin work

under your fellowship grant,
kirdly submit a payment plan that will meet your needs.
It is customary for Fellows to prefer payment either
in monthly or guarterly instsllments, but if another
plan is more agreeable to you do not hesitate to
suggest it.

Very truly yours,

UOROTHY A. ELVIDGE

Eer York City
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- FELLOWSHUIPS
\ : Theresa
- Hotel, 125t-1’1-

WILLIAM ATTAWAY . . & Tth. Avés.
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. Mr. ziéynolds;-..
‘ 1 &elephohed ny publishers and
1 am sure that_azétatement from thén
is now in your handé. That statement
will be in time for\considerétion by
the CBmmittee,. but I am uﬁable to
get a copy of my mnuseript to your
literary critiﬁ imﬁediately...the
publishers and myself h;ve been hard
at work cuéting and révising on the =
only -availabie copy. That means
that I will‘haveito iype another
four-hundred paée manuseript to. send -
to Mr. Bfickéli. ﬁhe eritic. .I dont
gsee hon that can be dona beforethe
meeting of the committes.-

Perhaps my publishers statemenmt
that the book has'bgen accepﬁed for
publication will be enough at the
present,;.guﬁ, if not, lel'you_advise
me imme&iately?

: Thang yéu,

William Attaway




Hay 3, 1940

Dear Mr. Attaway: I am sorry we are not

going to be able to make
payment of your fellowship grant in one install-
ment ag you have requested. The only restriction
placed on us in setting up a schedule of payments
ig that payment be spresd over the period for
which the grant wes zede. 1 am,therefore, setting
up our records to send you instellments of §300
each at quarterly intervels. The first check is
being sent to the Northern Trust Compuny to be de-
posited to your accouant today. Future payments

will be sent on August 1, November 1, and February 1,

1941. Unless we hear from you to the contrary,
these last three paymenis will be sent to the
liorthern Trust Company.

Very truly yours,

DoroTHY A. ELV

DAEs AM

Mr. William &

‘873 o, I?E ﬂiiggton
Route 1

Decatur, Michigan

DGE



May 3, 1940

Gentlemens Kindly deposit the enclosed check
for $%00 to the account of

Er, ¥illiam Attewsy, notifying him when thig hage
L e

been done.

Very truly yours,
ODOTL A L i '5"_'?.57
DAE:z pd VOROTHY A. ELVIDGE

The Northern Trust Company
B0 South Le Selle Street
Chicago, Illinols

¢.c, ¥r, Willism Attaway
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October 25, 1940

Bear Miss Elvidges

I am now at 33 W. 125 th. St.
New York, N.¥Y. Kindly forward my
next instalment on my fellowship grant
to this address.

Thank you,

William Attaway

—




Novenmber 1, 1940

Dear Hr, Attaway: The terms of our fellowships

are normally one year, but re-
newals are considered in exceptional cases. Should
you wish to apply for a 1941 grant we shall be glad
to have you write for the necessary blanks later in
the year. The dead line for receipt of an applica-
tion for reappointment will probably be February 15.

A1l good wishes to you in your
present work.

Very truly yours,
Secretary to Mr. Reynolds

Hr. William Attaway
53 FHesStT ISl S Ureo o
New York, N. Y.



February 28, 1941

My dear ir. Attaway: I am sure the Committee on
Fellowships will want to know

something of the progress of your work during the

present year. One of our literary critics is

Hr, Herschel Brickell, and I would like to have

you send to him for sppraisal some of the work

you have done while on your present fellowship.

Will you plecse send it to him immediately? His

address is Ridgefield, Connecticut.

A1l of the material for the
Committee will be on its way to them by the middle
of next week. We have not as yet heard from
Mr. Woodburn, so if you can do anything tc hasten
the receipt of his statement we will sppreciate ite.
Without it your application is rather incomplete.

Very truly yours,
GMR#LU

Hr. William Attaway

Ther :
7th Avenue and 125th Street
Hew York, N. Y.
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Dear George Reynolds:

The Attawaz Ms, turned up yesterday and T read it
last night. It is being delivered to Doubleday Doran by me
this morning, as the author said he had only the one copy.

Attaway can write, beyond any doubt. The prose has
a fine rhythm and the speech of the Negroes is perfectly set
down. There are moments of real pathos, too, but I am doubtful
that he proves anything, or that he has written a novel of any
particular social significance. The characters are pretty black-and-
white and the story itself a slender affair. There is encugh raw
violence and sex to make some people read the book, although I
don't believe many of them will remember it, or be moved by it
to right the wrongs of the oppressed black brother.

Again’ I'd have to say that Bell, Boone, and Attaway
were on par, but it would be necessary to add that Attaway, whose
talent is just as valid as the others, is certainly one of the
very best Negro candidates you have had. In short, he will go
on doing good limited work and I think that's about all. In fact,
I am beginning to believe that's about all we'll get from the
other side of the color line for a while, and you know I have kept
up carefully with their work for years.

If this isn't perfectly clear, let me know.

\

\ \

kascHEL é 'OKELL 4
[ L', /‘j \
L ~ e BT
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ACCOUNT— Negro Fellowghips APPROPRIATION No.— 89=7

NAME OF STUDENT _William Alexander Attaway
A TN N o, S TV

ADDRESS

INSTITUTION ATTENDING None

INSTITUTIONAL POSITION ' =

SPECIFIC FIELD Creative Writing

STATEMENT OF OFFER
GME to Mr., Attaway - 4/17/40

"It is a pleasure to inform you that you have been gelescted by the Committee

on Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwald Fund to receive & grant of One thousand

two hundred dollars ($1,200) to assist you in your program of creative writing

during the year beginning May 1, 1940,"

AMOUNT OF OFFER 31,200 PAYMENT DATES—
CHECKS PAYABLE TO

TIME PERIOD OF CFFER 5/ }'/ 40 - 5/ l/ 41

APPROVED BY. Sepnd AUTHORIZED BY /{M

PAYMENTS

DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue [TIT1 | AAIDT ) \ A
cHIcAGOo L L LI A JVVOOrtirEs
To The Horthern Trust Compeny - A/C - _Payment Voucher No. 1Z1° .

Mr. William Attaway

s Date May &, 1940
50 Bouth La Salle Street

Chicago, Illinois

First quarterly psyment on fellowship granted 4/17/40 - = - - - - $800,00
Ck.#22288
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 29-7 $300,00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by

Comptroller




To Mr. William Attoway

I

Route 1
Decatur, Michigen

o/o0 Art Hamilton

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO g"iri i,CJ\MSH!PS

Payment Voucher No. 1475

Date July 51, 1840

Ok $oR002

Second paymant on fellowahip granded 4/27/40 « = = « « « « = = « $300,00

Accounts

Nagro Fellowships

Appropriation No.

297

Debit Credit

£800,00

Prepared by Checked by
McK

Posted by

Comptroller




To Wr, Williem ., Attewsy

o

SRR

Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue . .

CHICAGO

New York City

33 West 1libth Street

Date

P
| f

Payment Voucher No. 1850

October 51, 1240

Ck.#25760

Third psyment ou fellowship grant

lalnllels

- - -- §800.00

Accounts

Negro Fellowghins

Appropriation No.
39=-7

Debit

#%800,00

Prepared by
All

Checked by

Posted by

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO
To Payment Voucher No. <508
Br. ¥illiam &, Attaway Daté
Januaery 81, 1941
o% West 125th Sireet
New York City
Pinsl instellment on fellowstip grasnted 4/17/40 - - - - - $800,00
Ck.f24275
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
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Name ¥illiam Alexander Attaway Field: Creative Writing

-

Creative Writer
458 West 148th Street, New York City

Plan of Work

A book (factual novel) on the Pittsburgh industrial area with specisl atten-
tion to the steel mills and the Negroes' place in them from the beginnings of the
world war to the great steel strikes of 1918. The library research is already finished,
so now I would like to get first hand information in the greal steel centers.

Study would require one year.,

Personal Data Born in Nississippi, November, 191l. Single. Age: 2B

Undergraduate Work University of Illinois, B. A, 1938.

Graduate Work

Experience

Accomplishments :
L

Publications: Let lMe Breathe Thunder, a novel published by Doubleday Doren, 1932. /
Stories for the Pittsburgh Courier and Challenge Magazine.

Has also written a play, "Carnival", produced in 1938; & novel, Children
of Night, 1954, unpublisghed.

References

Miss Charlotte Carr, Hull House
¥r. A, L. Foster, Chicago Urban League

Professor Bruce Wierick, University of Illinois Budget Summary

Mr, John Woodburn, Doubleday Doran :

Mr. Arther Winsten, Critic, New York Post Total Amount Needed $1500
From Applicant 9]
From Fund 1500

AMOUNT GRANTED



WILLIAM ATTAWAY
PLAN OF WORK

This is to be a faectual novel on the Negro in the steel industry
from 1914 when the "jack-legs" went into the South and recruited
fieldhands and sharecroppers to work the Allegheny Valley steel
mills, to 1919 when the great steel strikes raged. The novel is
to be devided into three sectionss:

The first part of thls project requires scme background of the

rural l1life of the Negro in the South, so that the effects of

sudden industrialization can be highlighted and shown in proper
contrast to beginnings. An informed treatment of these beginnings
1s important becmuse much of what haopens to the migrants in

the world of industry is understandable only in terms of peychological
hang-evers of Southern culture. The particuliar Negroes whom I
propose to treat came from the red clay hills of Kentucky where

they had already grown tired of scratching the bare hills for &
meger livinge They were real peasant folk and would not have

left the hills they were born on if it had not been for a realization
that their flields wculd no longer produces There have been many
reasons glven for the migration from Kentucky...But it is a fact
that a peasant folk die on the soil they are born on--if it 1is

good soil,

The second part of this work will deal with the life of the

Negroes at the mills,. the pesuliar adjustments that were made,

and the effects that these adjustments had on the morals and
general culture of these peasant folk, The adjustments made
generally fall into one of three catagories: economie, religious
and moral, and =social. For example,, they faced the following
problems:s In bke mills they weré paid monthly what would havé

been accounted a good year's profit back in Kentucky. At the

mills there was not the restraining influence of the church

as a soclal center., In the Allegheny ¥alley there was a that

time a minimum of societal pressure and persecution. The ade- .
Justments to these problems were varied and not generally con- ;
gtructive in the first generation,

The third seetion will deal with the Negroes place in the great
steel strikes of 1919. The biggest questlon here is the problem
of the black man's attitudes toward labor unions and the causes
of these attitudes. There was, for example, a conservatism to

be noted at that time. The Negro ineurred much eriticism for his
Scabbing activities. Nobody took under consideration the fact that
the strike issues in the mills were to the Negroes trivial by econ-
trast to the terrible labor conditions under which they had so
lately suffered, That is but one example of the different inter=-
pretation I intend to glve this section of the booke. That inter=-
pretation in its €ntirety will cause=the whole question to take

on proper proportiom through an understanding of motivations

and backgroundd. In short, I propose to draw the picture with
emphasgis on "#hy," not merely "how."

This work is reasonably sure of publieation. My publishers,
Doubleday and Doran, Inc., having thought so highly of the!

ldea that they have asked for a written option on the publication
rights.



WILLIAM ATTAWAY PAGE 2

This project has a threefold significances Educational,
Historiecal, and Artistie. It will,. in respect to educatién,
provide students with valuable source ideas that may be

futher investigated by schozars., These 1deas will be origignal
approaches to the problems of mags movements of peoples, and
will have universal applicatiom. As to history, this book is
expected to approximate a personal approach to the past. That
is the strong point of the historical novel:s H¥ot alone does

it give us facts out of a dim past, it also permits us to
experience those faects through identification with the human
beings dépicted. Artistic value is too preat an ideal to
define briefly...so0 I will content myself by'promisinﬁ and
predicting that this work will surpass my late book: "Let Me
Breathe Thunder,"

At present I hawecompleted all of the library researeh on
the subject of steel, and I have compiled this reasearch in
a number of notebooks for quick reference. I have made an
outline, very comprehensive, on the book to be done...My
publishers have seen the outline and are very enthuslastie
about it. They preditt great things for the book if T get
money for the field research. It has taken mg six months
already to prepare for the actual field research. Having
gone so far already, I am sure to finish this book within
the time 1limit I have set myself on the applicatlion blank,

Although I have become well read on the subjeect of steel
and the migrant steel worker, I have not had an oppertunity
to go into the homes and workplaces of these men. I have
not had an oppertunity to contact men who aectually lived
through the era I intend writing about. Therefore, I

feel that I must visit the following places to get that
much needed personal contacts:

1s The state of Kentucky, Cumberland Rlver region.
2s The state of Pennsylvania, Allegheny Valley reglon.
a.Pittsburgh
Up the Ohio River from Pittsburgh to
Ambridges..Visiting steel mills and
towns along the way.

Down the Monogahela River from Pittsburgh
to Mg Keesport...Stopping at the important
steel centers like Homestead, Rankin,.
Braddoeck and Duquesne, ete...

From Pittsburgh again up the Allegheny River
to Tarentum...Stopping at important points en-
route. The U.S. 8teel mills in Illinois and
Gary Indisfla will also rate a few weeks,
As to subsequent plans...I have though of doing a sequel to this
work some time in the futuret the wreckage of a people drifting
into Pittsburgh, settling the "bottoms" of that town. Also, the
social problem they present at present-writing to Pittsburgh.
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WILLIAM ATTAWAY
ZLAR OF WORK

This 1s to be a factual novel on the Negro in the steel ind _
from 1914 when the "jackelegs" went into the South and reeruit
fieldhands and sharecroppers to work the Allegheny Valley steel
mille, to 1915 when the great steel strikes raged. The novel is
to be devided into three sectionst

The first part of this project requires some backiround of the

rural 1ife of the Negro in the South, 80 that the effects of

sudden industrislization ean be highlighted and shown in proper
eontrast to beginnings. An informed treatment of these beginnings

is important because much of what hapoened to the migrants in

the world of industry is understandable only in terms of psyechologieal
hang-overs of Southern culture. The particullar Negroes whom I
propose to treat came from the red elay hills of Kentucky where

they had already grown tired of serateching the barren hills for

a méger living, They were real peasant folk and would not have

left the hills they were born on if it had not been for a realization
that their fields would no longer produce. There have been

reasons given for the migration from Kentucky,e.e.But it 18 a faet

that a p;asm folk dle on the s0il they are born one-eif it is

good soil.

The second part of this work will deal with the 1life of the
Negroes at the mills, the pesculiar adjustments that were made,
and the effeets that these adjustments had on the morals and
general culture of these peasant folk., The ad Justments made
generally fall into one of three catagoriess economie, religious
and moral, and soeial. For example, they faged the following
problems: In the mills they were paild monthly what would have
been accounted a good year® profit back in Kentugky., At the mills
there was not the restraining influence of the church as a

soeial center. In the Allegheny Valley there was at that time

a minimum of sogietal pressure and persecution. The adjustments
to these problems were varied and not generally construective in
the first generation.

The third section will deal with the Negroes place in the great
steel strikes of 1919. The bigrest problem here is the question
of the black man"s attitudes towasd labor vnions and the eauses
of these attitudes., There was,. for example,a conservatism to

be noted at that time. The Negro incurred much eritieism for his
seabbing astivities. Nobody took into consideration the faet that
the strike issues in the mills were to the Negroes trivial by
contrast to the terridle labor conditions unde® which they had

80 lately suffered, That is but one example of the different
interpretation I intend to give this section of the book., That
interpretation in ite éntirety will cause the whole question to
take on proper proportion through an understanding of motivations
and backgrounds.. In short, I pose to draw the plecture with
emphasis on "why," not merely wo "

This work is reasonably sure of publication.. My publishers,

Doubleday and Doran, Ing¢ey having thought so highly of the idea.
that they have asked for a written option on the publication rights,



WILLIAM ATTAWAY PAGE2

This project has threefold significances Educational, historical,
and artistie. It will, in respect to education, provide students
with valuable source ideas that may be fully investighted by
scholérs. These idea® will be origifhal approaches to the problem
of mass movements of peoples, and will have universal application,
As to historyg This book is expected to approximate a . perconal
approach to the past. That ig the strong point of the historieal
novelt Not alone does it give us facts out of a dim past, it also
permits us to experience those faets through identification with
the human belngs depicted.. Artistie value is too great an ideal
to define briefly...so0 I will content myself by promiging and
predicting that this work will surpass my late book: "Let Me
Breathe Thunder,"

At present I have completed all of the Iibrary research on the
subject of steel, and I have compiled this research in a number
of notebooks for quick reference. I have made an outline, wvery
comprehensive, on the book to be done...My publishers have secen
the outline and are very enthusiastie about it. They predict
great things for the book if I get money for the field research.
Having gone so far already, that is--aix months on preparation
for the field research, I am sure to finish this book within
the time limit I have set myself on the applieatiom blank.

Although T hmwve become well read on the subject of steel and
the migrant steel worker, I hawe not had an oppertunity to go
into the homes and workplaces of these men. I have not had
the oppertunity to contaet men who have actually lived through
the era: I intend writing about. Therefore, I feal that I must
visit the following places to get that much needed personal
eontacts

13The state of Kentucky, Cumberland River region,
22The state of Pennsylvania, Allegheny Valley Re@ion,
&,... Pittsburgh...
Up the Ohio River from Pittsburgh to Ambridge..a
Visiting steel mills and towns along the way.

Dovn the Monogahela River from Pittsburgh to
Mc ZXeesport...stopping at the important steel
centers like Homestead, Rankin, Braddock, and
-Dugiuesne, etcdie..

From Pittsburgh again up the Allegheny River

to Tarentum...stopping at important steel

towns em route. The U.S.Steel Mills in Illinois
and Gary Indiana will also rate a few weeks.

As to subsequent plans...l have thought of doing a sequel to this
work some time ZAn the futures the wreckage of a: people drifting
into Pittsburgh, settling the "bottoms" of that town. Also, the
soelal problem they present at present-writing to Pittsburgh,



WILLIAM ATTAWAY
PLAN OF WORK

This 1s to be a factual novel on the Negro in the steel industry
from 1914 when the "jack-lege" went into the South and reeruited
fleldhands and shareeroppers to work the Allegheny Valley steecl
mills, to 1919 when the great steel strikes raged. The novel is
to be devided into three sectionss:

The first part of this project requires some background of the

rural 1life of the Negro in the South, so that the effects of

sudden industrialization can be highlighted and shown in proper
contrast to beginnings. An informed treatment of these beginnings
is important begause mueh of what haopens to the migrants in

the world of industry is understandable only in terms of psychologieal
hang-evers of Southern culture. The particuliar Negroes whom I
propose to treat came from the red clay hille of Kentucky where

they had already grown tired of serateching the bare hills for a
meger living. They were real peasant folk and would not have

left the hills they were born on if it had not been for a realization
that their flelds would no longer produces: There have been ma
reasons given for the migration from Kentucky...But it 1s a fae

that a peasant folk die on the soll they are born on--if it is

good soil,

The second part of this work will deal with the life of the
Negroes at the mills, the pesuliar adjustments that were made,
and the effects that these adjustmente had on the morals and
general culture of these peasant folk. The adjustments made
generally fall into one of three catagoriess economie, religious
and moral, and soeial. For example, they faced the following
problemss In blhe mills they werd pald monthly what would havd
been agcounted a good year's profit back in Kentueky. At the
mills there was not the restraining influenee of the church

as a social center. In the Allegheny Balley there was a that
time a minimum of soeletal pressure and persecution. The ad-
Justments to these problems were varied and not generally con- :
gtructive in the first generation,

The third seetion will deal with the Negroes place in the great
steel strikes of 1919. The biggest question here is the problem
of the black man's attitudes toward labor unions and the gzuses
of these attitudes. There was, for example, a conservatism ¢o

be noted at that time. The Negro inecurred much eriticism for his
Seabbing aetivities, Nobody took under consideration the faet that
the strike issues in the mills were to the Negroes trivial by eon-
trast to the terrible labor conditions under which they had so
lately suffered., That is but one example of the different inter-
pretation I intend to give this section of the book., That inter--
pretation in its €ntirety will caucee the whole question to take

on proper proportion through an understanding of motivetions

and bagkgroundé. In short, I propose to draw the plecture with
emphaslis on "Why," not merely "how."

This work is reasonably sure of publication. My publishers,
Doubleday and Doran, Ine., having thought so highly of thel

idea that they have asked for a written coption on the publication
rights.
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This project has threefold significances Edueational, historical,
and artistle, It will, in respect to education, provide ctudents
with valuable sourse idess that mey e fully investighted By
seholérs. These ideas will be origifhal aprrosshes to the problem
of mass movements of pasnles, and will have univemsal aprlisstion,
As %0 histery; Bhin book g expected to approximate a2 persenal
approash to the nast. That ig the strong point of the historigsal
novelt Not alone does it give us fagtn oudt of a dim past, 1% alzo
permits us to axperience those faets throush identificatism with
the human beings depleted. Artistie value i toe areat an idseal
to definas i ++080 I will content myself bw proulsing and
predieting that thies work will surpass my late books "Let Me
Breathe Thunder, "

At present I hove ecompleted all of the library ressarch on the
subject of steel, and I have compilad this resesrch in & number
of notebooks for quiek reference. I have mede an outline, very
comprehensive, on the book to be done...My publishers have scenm
the outline and ere very enthusiastie about it, Thev prediot
great, things for the book Af I get money for the field resesrsh,
Having gone so far already, that 1s--0ix months on proparstien
for the field research, I sm suve to finish this book within
the time limit I have et myself on the applieation blank.

Although I hawe become well resd on the subject of steel and
the migrant cteel worker, I have not had an oppertunity te o
into the homes and wovkplages of these men, I have hed
the oppertunity to contaet men who have actually lived through
the era T intend writing about, Therefere, I fedl that I muet
vla::c:ho following places to get that much needed perconal
eon' )

1sThe state of Fentusky, Cumberland River region.
2tThe state of Pennsylvania, Allegheny Valley Re@ion,
8e . +Pltteburgh. .. ;
Up the Ohle River from Pittsburgh to Ambridge...
Visiting steel mills and towns along the way,

Down the Monogahela River from Pitisburgh to
Mg Reesport...stopping at the important sieel
genters like Homestead, Rankin, Braddock, snd
Duqum, “3“.- . _

From Pittadurph again wp the Allegh River
to Tarentum...stopping at mporbmt.ﬁul

towms en route. The nﬁ.ﬁn* n)%g in Illinois
and Cary Indiana will alco rate a fow weeks.
A8 t0 subsequent planas...I have thought of doing & sequel to this
vork some time Lin the futurer the wreskage of a peoplie drifting

inte Pittsburgh, sottling the "bottoms”™ of that vown, Also, the
soelial problem they present at precent-writing to Pitisburgh,
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE

Hilliem Attaway

Miss Charlotte Cerr, Director, Hull House

It has to be admitted that I know very little really
about Wr. Attaway. I hed one long afternoon's conversation with him
when he was referred to me by Dr. Bousfield some months ago. I received
& very vivid impression that he was a person of umusual promise and ability.
I liked his point of view, his courage and his sensible end dispassionate
reaction to the problem of his race. I was sufficiently interested in him
that aefter he left I bought his book, which I have read and consider excellent -
indeed, smazingly comparable to "Of Hice and Men", though, of course, in
no sense imitative of thet.

I wrote ¥r, Attaway my apprecistion of the book, and
have recently had an application from him for residence at Hull-House, I
have been delighted to accept that spplication whenever he can come to
Chicago, and do want him to be a resident. Whether or not his residence ia
dependent upon his receiving a fellowship from the Fund, I do not know. .

¥r, Attaway is = very different type of person from
Dewey Jones, and would not, on a cooperative plan between the Rosenwald
Fund and Hull-House, do the type of thing we found we were sble to do with
Dewey Jones. On the other hand, he has his ewn special qualificetions, in
my opinion, for a joint progrem. I am not - I want to meke this clear -
asking for money from the Rosenwald Fund, but do say that if he is a resident
here, and carries out the program he has planned with the Fund, much of
reel value could come from the joint contaect.

Zo sum it up, I have anoth~coaﬂidan¢n:in lre Attaway

that I would bring him in here to help us out without ruZ%ﬁQ information
VAR ‘
i
L




fillllem Atteway -

than I have of him. On the other hand, I am eware that for the purposes
of your references, you will want more informetion then I am able to provide.
dr, A, L, Foster, Executive Secretary, Chicego Urben League

I have an especial interest in this candidate because of
my very close contact with him and his sister while they wers at the Univer-
eity of Illinois. There were some of us who felt that they were both very
talented, and we have followed their careers with very deep interest.

¥r, Attaway has proved his ability &s a writer and it ap-
pears that the plen of work which he has submitted should be of tremendous
velue, if it is developed.
Dr, Bruce Wierick, Associate Professor of English, University of Illinois

I am glad to write you a favorable report of Mr, Attaway,
who for two years was a student in my clesses in creative writing, His work
here was unusually promising in its ability to handle plot end to motivate
plausible characters with originality and skill., His recent novel, Let Me
Breathe Thunder, deserved I think the praise it got, end is one of the most
surprising first novels to show up recently, If Atteway can keep up the
pace he sets there, he will soon be kmown as one of our really creative
writers., The novel was the more surprising in that it dealt almost entirely
with white characters - a task which I believe no other Negro has asttempted
with such success. It will be interesting to see if he is equally adept at
interpreting hies own rece. If he is, he will put us all in his debt, as'he is
free from looking at the Negro in the usual i;gotyped :6tmhlas/%hst lé much r
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writing about the Negro employs. How Negroes look to Negroes is something
that I for one know little about; and about which I em curious. I think
Attavay has & chance of telling us. I stronmgly suspect that he has more
ability to be a good novelist than sny Negro now on the scene; and { can
hardly doubt the pleasure you will get in having a part in helping him
along in these his formative years.

I should add that I know Attaway very well., When he
was here he wrote plays which the Negroes here produced, and as a result
soon got attention from some of us who are interested in such abilities,
and who are mot afraid of a color line. I mey say that I slways felt about
him that he was & little too serious, & kind of Negro Hamlet, shrouded in
melancholy, and feeling more than I liked to mee the oppression of color
discrimination; though I may add that were I in his place, I should probably
get a good deal more violent than he ever did., I am & little disturbed at
the propaganda aipoetn of his projected plan; and think you might warn him
that 1ife 1s bigger than the problems of life. The sociologicel novel is
in vogue just nmow, of course; but those thet will live will be only inci-
dentally sociologicsl, and primarily alive with real people that we can care
about for some other reason thah that they represent a problem. I say this
with some diffidence, as from long experisnce with writers, I have found that
often plans that sound the least promising turn out the best, and vice versa,
Mr, Archer Winsten, Motion Picture Reviewer, New York Post

Mr. Attaway's personslity and qualifications are, in
my opinion, admirably suited to the type of work he has outl;ned./,ﬁil
first published novel, Let Me Breaths Thunder, is h@rdly/?gre than an exercise
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despite its somewhat derivative excellence. Later unpublished writings
indicate a far grester talent and one which 1s peculisarly fitted for the
task he has set for himself. Of course any book is & gemble. Creative
work cannrot be guaranteed. But I can assure you thuat the possibilities
in this case, or, I may say, the probebilities are brilllant.

It is hard to conceive of & lees stereotyped or more
significant subject from the Negro point of view than the one chosen., I
have suspected for some time thet lr, Atteway is on the verge of meking
the finest contribution to American literature of any Negro suthor to dﬁte.
I may be wrong. People usually are when they say things like that., But I
know of no author with greater potentialities. What will come of them is
for the future to decide.

Mr, John Woodburn, Editor, Doubleday, Doran and Company, Hew York

I have known William Attawey for nearly two yeers, both
as a personal friend and as his editor at Doubleday, Doran, who published
his novel, Let Me Breathe Thunder. 4s a person, I have been impressed by
his exceptional adjustment to life and to circumstance, his single-minded,
honest approach to his work - in short, by the general integrity of his
personality.

As & writer, and I do not limit this to & category of raclal
interpretation, I believe him to possess an authentic talent, a talent which
I have found balanced by a maturity not often found in & young man not yet
thirty. 7The novel now in progress exhibits, even in its unfinished, struc-
tural state, the fulfillment of the promise lTplied in'ggg/le Breathe Thunder.

In my understending of the aims and accan::i:jnoatl of ?é;~ﬂosenatld roundntioh/

ﬁ#didata for s fullowlhip.

William Attaway iz a logical and exceptio
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Creative Writer
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Plan of Work

A book (factusl novel) on the Pittsburgh industrial aree with special atten-
tion to the steel mills and the Regroes' place in them from the begimmings of the
world war to the greet steel strikes of 1918. The library research is already finished,
so now I would like to get first hand information in the great steel centers.

Study would require one ysar.

Personal Data Born in Mississippl, November, 1911. Single Age: 28

Undergraduate Work University of Illinols, E. A, 1938,

Graduate Work

Accomplishments

Publications: Let Me Breathe Thunﬂér, & novel published by Doubleday Doran, 1939,
Stories for the Pittsburgh Courier and Challenge Magasine.

Has also written a play, "Carnival®, produced in 1238; a novel, Children
of Night, 1934, unpublished.
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WILLIAM ATTAWAY
PLAN OF WORK

This 1s to be a factual novel on the Negro in the steel industry
from 1914 when the "jackelegs" went into the South and reeruited
fleldhands and sharecroppers to work the Allegheny Villey steel
mills, to 1919 when the great steel strikes raged. The nove) is
to be devided into three sectionst

The first part of this project requires some backpround of the

rural 1life of the Negro in the South, 8o that the effeects of

sudden industrialization can be highlighted and shown in proper
eontrast to beginnings. An informed treatment of these beginnings

is important because much of what hapoened to the migrants in

the world of industry is understandable only in terms of psyechologiecal
hang-overs of Bouthern culture. The particuliar Negroes whom I
propose to treat came from the red e¢lay hills of Kentucky where

they had already grown tired of seratching the barfen hills for

a méger living. They were real peasant folk and would not hove

left the hills they were born on Af it had not been for a realization
that their fields would no longer produce. There have been mahy
reasons glven for the migration from Kentucky...But it is a faet

that a p;a.smt folk die on the soil they are born on--if it is

good soll.

The second part of this work will deal with the 1ife of the
Negroes at the mills, the peculiar ad justments that were made,
and the effeets that these adjustments had on the morals and
general eculture of these peasant folk. The adjustments made
generally fall into one of three catagoriest economie, religious
and moral, and social. For example, they faced the following
problems: In the mills they were pald monthly what would have
been accounted a good years profit back in Kentucky., At the mills
there was not the restraining influence of the church as a

soelal center. In the Allegheny Valley there was at that time

a minimum of soeietal pressure and persecution., The adjustments
to these problems were varied and not generally construetive in
the first generation.

The third section will deal with the Negroes place in the great
steel strikes of 1919. The biggest problem here is the question
of the black man"s attitudes towad labor unions and the gauses
of these attitudes, There was,,for example,a conservatiem to

be noted at that time. The Negro incurred much eritieism for his
ssabbing aetivities. Nobody took into consideration the faet that.
the strike issues in the mille were to the Negroes trivial by
contrast to the terridle labor conditions unde® which they had

80 lately suffered., That is but one example of the different
interpretation I intend to give this seetion of the book, That
interpretation in its éntirety will ecause the whole question to
take on proper proportion through an understanding of motivations
and backgrounds.. In short, I propose to draw the plcture with
emphasis on "why," not merely wo"

This work is reasonably sure of publication.. My publishers,
Doubleday and Doran, Inec.., having thought so highly of the idea.
that they have asked for a written optlon on the publication rights,
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This project hac a threefold significances Educational,
Historiecal, and Artistie. It will, in respect to educatioén,
provide students with valuable source ideas that may be
futher investigated by schoBars. These ideacs will be origignal
approaches to the problems of macss movements of peoples, and
will have universal application. As te¢ history, this book 1s
expected o approximate a personal approach to the past. That
is the strong point of the historical novels Hot alone does
it give us faecte out of a dim past, it also permits us to
experience those faets through identifiestion with the human
beings dépicted. Artistlic value ls too @reat an ldeal to
define briefly...co I will content my=elf by promiﬂlng and
predicting that this work will surpacs my lste book: "Let Me
Breathe Thunder,"

At precent I hawscompleted all of the llibrary rsseargh on
the subject of steel, and I have couplled iLhis reasssarceh in
a number of notebooke for culek raference. I hove made an
outline, very couprehensive, on the bock to be done...My
publishers have zeen the outline =nd are very enthusiastie
about it. They prediet grest things for the bock 1f T get
money for the field recearch. It has tzken mg six months
already to prepare for the actuul Tleld research. Having
gone so far already, Y am sure t¢ finish this beok within
the time limit I have set myself on the ap lication blank,

Although I have beecme well read on tne subject of steel
and the migrast stecl worker, I have nct had an oppertunity
to go intec the homes and workplsces of Lhece men. I have
not had an oppertuailty teo contact men wbho asitually lived
throush the era I intend writing about. Therefore, 1

fecl that I must visit the following places to get that
much needed perasonal contocts

1: The state of Kentueky, Cumberland River reglon.
2y The state of Permsylvanla,, Allerheny Valley region.
as..Fltisburgh
Up the Ohio River from Pittsturgh te
Ambridgese s Viciting cteel mills and
towns along the way.

Down the Monogahela River from Pittsburgh
to Mg Keesport...Stopping at the important
steel centers like Homestead, Rankin,
Braddock and Duquecsne, etc...

From Pittecburgh again up the Allegheny River
to Tarentum...Stopping at important points en-
route. The Sqigggg; mills in Illineis and
Gary India@ia will 2lso rate a few weeks,
As to subsequent plans...Il have though of doing a sequel to this
work some time in the future: the wreckage of a people drifting
into Pittsburgh, settling the "bottoms" of that town. Alse, the
social problem they present at presente-writing to Pittsburgh.
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE

¥il titawa

Kiss Charlotte Carr, Director, Hull Fouse

It has tc be sdmitted that I know very little really
sbout kr. Attavay. I had one long afternoon's conversation with him
when he was referred to me by Dr. Bousfield some months ago, I received
a very vivid impression thst he was a person of unusual promise and ability,
i liked his point of view, his courage snd his mensible and dispassionate
reaction to the problem of his race. I was sufficlently interestsd in him
that sfter he left I bought his book, which I have resd and consider excellent -
indeed, amazingly comparable to "Of Eice and Men®, though, of course, in
no seuse imitative of that.

I wrote ¥r. Attaway my apprecistion of the book, and
have recently had an application from him for residence et Hull-House. I
have been delighted to accept that applicetion whenever he can come o
Chicago, and do want him to be a resident. Whether or not his residence is
dependent upon his receiving s fellowship from the Fund, I do not know,

lre. Attaway is a very different type of person from
Dewey Jones, snd would not, on a cooperative plan between the Rosenwald
Fund and Hull-House, do the type of thing we found we were able to do with
Dewey Jonea. On the other hand, he has his own special qualificstions, in
my opinion, for & joint program. I am not - I want to make this clear -
asking for money from the Rosenwald Fund, but do say that if he 1is a resident
here, and carries out the program he has plenned with the Fund, smuch of
real value could come from the jJoint contect. :

To sum it up, I have euaT:beonridsnsg in Fr. attawsy

that I would bring him in here to help us out without fufthsr inforamstion
SN,
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than I heve of him. On the other hand, I am eware that for the purposes

of your referancan, ysu will want more Informetion than I am able to provide.

dr, &, L, Foster, Executive Secrstury, Chicege Urban Lesgue

I have an egpeclal intersst in this candidete because of
y very close contact with hiz and his sister while they were st the Univer-
sity of Illinmois. There were zome of us wsho folt thut they were both very
telorted, und we have followed their careers with very desep interest.

Hr. Attawsy hes proved his ebllity as s writer snd it ap-
poars that the plan of work which he has subnmitied chould be of treuendous
value, Lif it in developed.

Dr. Bruce Wierick, Associate Professor of English, University of Illinois

I am glad to write you a favorable report of Mr. Attawsy,
who for two years was a2 student in my classes in erestive writing., His work
here was unususlly promising in its ability to handle plot end to motivste
plaugible characters with originslity end skill., His recent novel, Let Me
Breathe Thunder, deserved I think the prsise it got, end is one of the most
surprising first novels to show up recently. If Attaway can keep up the
psce he sets there, he will scon be krown &8 one of our really creative
writers, The novel was the more surprising in thet it dealt almost entirely
with white characters - a task shich I believe no other Hegre has attempted
vith such success. It will be interesting to see if he is equally adept at
interpreting his own reces, If he is, he will put us zll in his debt, as he is
free from looking at the Negro in the usuel typed formulas thet so mach

oy
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writing sbout the Negro employs. How Negroes look Lo Hegroes is something
that I for ome know little about; and about which I am curious, I think
attawsy has a chance of telling us. I strongly suspect thet he has more
ability Lo be a good novelist than any Negro mow on the scene; and 1 can
hardly doubt the plsasure you will get in having a part in helping him
along in these his formative years.

I should add that I know Attuway very well. When he
was here he wrote plays which the Hegroes here produced, and as & result
soon got attention from souwe of us who are interested in such abilities,
end who are not afraid of a color line, I may suy that I elways felt abouti
hirs that he was & little too serious, a kind of Hegro Hamlet, shrouded in
melancholy, and feeling more than I llked to see the oppression of color
diserimination; though I may add thst were I in his place, I should probably
get & good deal more violent then he ever dild. I am s little disturbed at
the propaganda aspects of his projected plan; snd think you might warn him
that 1life is bigger than the problems of 1lifs. The soelologicel novel is
in vegue just now, of ccurse; but those thet will live will be only ineci-
dentally sociological, and primarily szlive with real people thet we can cars
about for some other reason theh that they represent a problem., I say this
with some diffidence, as from long experlence with writers, I have found that
often plans that sound the least promising turn cut the best, and vice versa,

- e e .

Yir. Archer Winsten, Hotion Picture Reviswer, New York Pgat
Mr., Attasay's personality snd qualificetions are, in
my opinion, admirably suited to the type of work he has outlined. His
first published novel, Let Me Breathe T is tm-dlynore then an exercise
o N
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degpite 1tz somewhst derivative excellence., Leter wpublished sritings
indicate & far grester talent and one which 1s peculiarly fitted for the
tesk he has set for himself. Of courss uny bosk i3 & gemble, Crestive
work canrot be gusrantesd. But I can assure you thet the possibllities
iv. this case, or, I may ssy, the probebilitiss sre brillient,

It iz hard Lo conceive of ¢ lese stercotyped or wore
significent subject I'rorx the Hegro point of view then the one choren. I
have suspected for some time that Ur, Stteway is on the verge of meking
the finest contribution to fwericen litersture of suny Hegro suthor to deate.
I mey be wrong. People usually ere shen they sey things like thst. But I
know of no suthor with grester potentlalities., What will come of theuw is
for the future to decids.

Er, John Woodburn, Editor, Doubleday, Doren and Company, Hew York
i have known Williem Attewey for nearly two years, both

a8 & personsl friend and as his editor at Doubleday, Doran, who published
his novel, Let He Breathe Thunder. As a person, I have been impressed by
his exceptionsl adjustment to life end to circumstance, his single-minded,
honest approach to his work - in short, by the general integrity of his
persenality.

4s a writer, and I do not limit this to & category of racial
Interpretation, I believe him to possess en suthentic talent, a talent which
I have found balanced by a maturity not often found in & young man not yet
thirty. The novel now in progress exhibits, even in its unfinlshed, struc-

tural state, the fulfillment of the promise :I:ad in m Mo Breathe Thunder,
In my understanding of the aims snd sccomplis t8 of tg’ Rosenwald ?oundntian,

Williem Attaway 18 a logical and oxoept&onnllyuorthy caﬂdlﬂate for o fcllowuhip
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458 West 148th Street, New York City

Plan of Work

L book (factual novel) on the Pittsburgh industrisl area with special stten-
tion to the steel mills and the Negroes! place in them from the beginnings of the
world war to the great steel strikes of 1919. The library research is already finished,

so now I would like to get first hand informetion in the great steel centers.

Study would require one year.

Personal Data Born in Mississippi, November, 1911. Single. Age: 28

Undergraduate Work University of Illinois, B. A. 1936.

Graduate Work

Experience

Accomplishments

Publications: Let Me Breethe Thunder, a novel published by Doubleday Doren, 1939,
Stories for the Pittsburgh Courier and Challenge Magszine.

Has also written a play, "Carnival", produced in 19363 & novel, Children
of Night, 1934, unpublished.
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Willism Attawsy

Miss Charlotte Carr, Director, Hull House

It has to be admitted that I know very little reslly
ebout Nr. Attaway. I had one long afternoon's conversstion with him
when he was referred to me by Dr. Bousfield some months ago. I received
& very vivid impression that he was a person of unusuel promise and ability.
I liked his point of view, his courage and his sensible and dispassionate
reaction to the problem of his race. I was sufficiently interested in him
that efter he left I bought his book, which I have resd znd consider excellent -
indeed, amazingly compareble to "Of Mice and Men", though, of course, in
no sense imitative of that.

I wrote Mr. Attaway my apprecistion of the book, and
have recently had an application from him for residence st Hull-House. I
have been delighted to accept that applicetion whenever he can come to
Chicago, and do went him to be a resident. Whether or not his residence is
dependent upon his receiving a fellowship from the Fund, I do not know.

lir. Attawey is a very different type of person from
Dewey Jones, and would not, on a cooperative plan between the Rosenweld
Fund and Hull-House, do the type of thing we found we were zble to do with
Dewey Jones. On the other hand, he has his own special qualifications, in
my opinion, for a joint program. I am not - I want to make this clear -
asking for money from the Rosenwald Fund, but do say that if he is z resident
here, and carries out the program he has plenned with the Fund, much of
real velue could come from the joint contact.

To sum it up, I have enough confidence in Mr. Attawsy

that I would bring him in here to help us out without further information
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than I have of him. On the other hand, I am aware that for the purposes

of your references, you will want more informstion than I am able to provide.

- - - = -

Mr, A. L., Foster, Executive Secretary, Chicago Urban League

I heve an especial interest in this candidete because of
my very close contect with him and his sister while they were at the Univer-
sity of Illinois. There were some of us who felt that they were both very
telented, and we have followed their csreers with very deep interest.

Mr. Attaway hes proved his esbility as a writer and it ap-
pears that the plan of work which he hes submitted should be of tremendous
velue, if it is developed.

Dr. Bruce Wierick, Associate Professor of English, University of Illinois

I am gled to write you a favorable report of lir. Attaway,
who for two years was a student in my classes in creative writing. His work
here was unusually promising in its ebility to hendle plot end to motivste
pleusible characters with originality and skill. His recent novel, Let Me

Breathe Thunder, deserved I think the praise it got, and is one of the most

surprising first novels to show up recently. If Atteway can keep up the

pace he sets there, he will soon be known as one of our really creative
writers. The novel was the more surprising in that it dealt almost entirely
with white characters - a task which I believe no other Negro has attempted
with such success. It will be interesting to see if he is equally adept at
interpreting his own race. If he is, he will out us ell in his debt, as he is

free from looking at the Negro in the usuzl stereotyped formulag that so much
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writing about the Negro employs. How Negroes look to Negroes is something
that I for one know little about; and about which I am curious. I think
Attaway has a chance of telling us. I strongly suspect that he has more
ability to be a good novelist than any Negro now on the scene; and I can
hardly doubt the pleasure you will get in having a part in helping him
along in these his formative years.

I should add that I know Attaway very well. When he
was here he wrote plays which the Negroes here produced, and as a result
soon got attention from some of us who are interested in such abilities,
and who are not afraid of a color line. I mey say that I slways felt about
him that he was a little too serious, a kind of Negro Hamlet, shrouded in
melancholy, and feeling more than I liked to see the oppression of color
discrimination; though I may add that were I in his place, I should probably
get & good deal more violent then he ever did. I am a little disturbed st
the propaganda espects of his projected plan; and think you might warn him
that life is bigger than the problems of life. The sociological novel is
in vogue just now, of course; but those thet will live will be only inci-
dentelly sociological, end primerily alive with resl people that we can care
about for some other reason than that they represent a problem, I say this
with some diffidence, as from long experience with writers, I have found that
often plens that sound the lesst promising turn out the best, and vice verssa,

Mr. Archer Winsten, Motion Picture Reviewer, New York Post

Mr. Attaway's personslity and qualifications are, in
my opinion, admirably suited to the type of work he has outlined. His

first published novel, Let Me Breathe Thunder, is hardly more than an exercise
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despite its somewhat derivative excellence. Later unpublished writings
indicete a far greater talent and one which is peculierly fitted for the
task he has set for himself. Of course any book is a gamble. Creative
work camnot be gusranteed. But I can assure you that the possibilities
in this case, or, I may say, the probabilities are brilliant.

It is hard to conceive of a less stereotyped or more
significant subject from the Negro point of view than the one chosen. I
have suspected for some time that Mr. Attaway is on the verge of making
the finest contribution to American literazture of any Negro suthor to date.
I mey be wrong. People usually are when they say things like that. But I
know of no author with greater potentizlities. What will come of them is

for the future to decide.

Mr. John Woodburn, Editor, Doubleday, Doran and Company, New York

I have known Williem Attaway for nearly two years, both
&s a personal friend and as his editor at Doubleday, Doran, who published

his novel, Let Me Breathe Thunder. As a person, I have been impressed by

his exceptional adjustment to life and to circumstance, his single-minded,
honest approach to his work - in short, by the general integrity of his
personality.

As a writer, and I do not limit this to a category of racial
interpretation, I believe him to possess en suthentic telent, a telent which
I heve found belenced by a maturity not often found in z young man not yet
thirty. The novel now in progress exhibits, even in its unfinished, struc-

tural state, the fulfillment of the promise implied in Let Me Breathe Thunder.

In my understending of the aims and accomplishments of ‘the Rosenweld Foundation,

Williem Attaway is a logical and exceptionally worthy candidate for & fellowship.
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William A ttaway, Negro Novelist

'Let Me Breathe Thunder,” Just Issued,
Creates Stir in Literary Circles

By Milton Meltzer

When William Attaway’s first novel landed on the
desks of the critics the other day they got excited. From
left to right the reviews are alive with paragraphs punched
out enthusiastically.

| “Let Me Breathe Thunder” is the story of Step and
Ed, young men with no child- ¢
hood behind them, no secur- | couldn’t make his quota. But he|
ity before them. They are vagrants | did get to Canada as cabin boy.
bumming their way around the | Then he got a stevedore's job on the
country in a never-ending circuit. | Frisco docks.

With them is Hi-Boy, a little Attaway knows most of the west-
Mexican of ten. The way the three| ern states pretty well, for he fol-
. | keep alive riding the rods and fol- | lowed the crops with the other
- | lowing the crops and the relations| migratory agricultural workers.
that develop between them make|From EI Paso he made his way
the story. acrosg the border for Mexico in a |
s refrigerator car. He almost starved
| Author Has Experienced to death, and his college Bpanish;
. | Material in Novel failed him when he tried to re-
member the words for sandwich or

The novel is real and good be-

: mest
' | cause Atta k hat he' 2
Welting ahov:;:y H:D:r:mews 2rome: Beating it back across the border,

| iite thmn dn Mississippi, where he Bill wound up on a farm near To-

" |[lived until he was five. Then the
family moved north to Chicago.
“My father, who was a doctor,” says
| Attaway, “had a notion that Negro
| kids brought up in the South un-

peka, Kansas. He worked for three

months and wrote a book which he|
took to New York in search of a|
publisher, “A friend kindly told me it |
was lousy,” says Bill, “so I thought:

I'd stick to hoboing for my career.” |
consciously accept the whites' es- % : |
timate of them, and they never get I rode the freights out to the Coast,

: and a Japanese family in Frisco
to know what 1t is to be a human | ;o0 1o i1 riving me a bed in their

among humans. He brought us F ’
¥ attic. For three months I had a
SeEth: Hopiy 4B~ wolllnh sbiech wonderful fime, going out to the

" 3 - w‘
these Ia.lse Southern ideas. soup Kitchen for my meals, then| ' William Attaway &
In Chicago Attaway went through | oyynpine up to the attic to read the | — S

grammar and high school very un- : o AR
willingly. Teachers told their pupils iﬁ.ﬁ_ﬂm M RROIRE aad o-.LJAAu Eul-\:lv\:l-:nn h‘ A ri
to stay away from Bill if they b

wanted to go straight, Tired of be- | Worked As Union
ing rated the neighborhood nuis- Organézer in Harlem c
ance, Bill started to imifate his
sister, whose future was considered | It was nearing the end of 1933
very bright because she was always [ and Bill thought he'd go hoye |
reading books. He began to look at | Christmas. “I had a hard j |
them, very often upside down, when |ing it. Going %m itains | -
people were around, but after a oty I : Jost | <
while the print got him and he fell L2 !

B . . . R W w o

51 T s 4 =<C odlk 1NLo college 2
had him. In high hool 3.13 used | years more I walkedb';tnlllirlv‘:r}ig;1 tz‘:; .
| 1o skip classes to go.out {0 OMGEr- | B.A. That summer T eut mint in |
board Field and watch the planes elds to earn money for a stayi
~ | 80 up. The pilofs set him to wash- |in New "Yui.. The $8 I had when

ing planes, telling him he'd learn I got there my Slsw: and T spent 2y
fast that way. After six months | celebrating the first night, 1..troy. | BTamSs
| they were faking him up with them, | lem T worked as a union organizer ™ bei.
| but  Bill's father got wise and |for six months, and then took a job | tee cc

- | vanked him home again, in a dress shop, the only male clerk | tury-%
| Maybe because Bill's father had |in the place. That was too much | tatives
sized his son up well and knew |for.me, I quit fast.” - The

him to follow his medical career. that, until day Bill's sister, an| Amerl
Buf Mrs. Attaway wanted him to ummlt;:;m;st&ﬁ%ﬁ isam
be a doctor too, s0 off he went to | Can't Take It With You/ d 4" Broadc
the University of Illinois. Bill had to make an actor of hﬁm.- n | OBS, v
started scribbling over long sheefs | and Hart and Harris were casting| Americ
of paper by that time, and at col-|a road mmpam;%‘—%'

lege he would write all night. | dragged down to try out. “I never| Twel
Science courses all came in the | wanted to be an actor.” he says.|and
early. morning, so he slept over his|“I was so seared readmg'fhase lines | corner
microscope. Noticing that law | they all thought I was very funny. | So no:
courses were scheduled for the 1 got the part and we played in|rate o
afternoon hours, Bill decided to take Chicago for one year. Then tour- | more -
up law. _ . ¢ ing all over the country, and it |/ive-ce
The best course those years was|seemed 1'd never get out of that | for-one
i a seminar in creative writing. We'd | play. In Philadelphia I wrote “Let | charge:
.| simply talk the night away. I never Me Breathe Thunder” while we were | @greed,
showed my writing to the prof and| playing there, It took three and a | Person,
“|he never asked to see it. When|half months, When John Wood-|dustry”
* | the term was up he gave me an A, | burn at Doubleday, Doran read the
]| saving ‘If I'm wrong, Bill, that’s manuscript, that ended my two| TWoO
your funeral, not mine. I-have con- |years as an actor” recent
fidence in you as a man, so what| Attaway is working on another | T€garc
the hell! I got along fine with|novel now. It's about the share-|Pictuw
him,” : croppers who were brought up to |21l P

Meets Richard Wright -~ |Vork in the Allegheny steel mills | (00"

) —

i he wouldn’t stay put, he didn’t push | There were several odd jobs after news t

: \ “j.during the World War. thes
Al Chicago Lecture B y 3 - | pro
About this time Richard Wright,|  wr « = » _w g |*

then living in Chicago, appeared at
the Unlversity to talk on trade-
unionism. Bill heard him and in-
vited him to speak to the college
literary society on writing. When | ax
Wright showed up that night, he
faced an audience of formal clothes
and gowns, lots of fancy frimmings, | A¢
| He didn't know whether fo go ahead,
| but Bill urged him on and he pulled
| oub the manuscript of his “Big Boy |
Leaves Home,” one of the short
novels in his “Uncle Tom's Chil-
dren.” “He started to read that| g
swell story,” said Bill, “and when he
got to the second paragraph, half
the audience had fled. Dick went
on, set on giving it to them, and|
at the end, the room was empty of
the literary set and only Dick and
I were there” T |
* Two years of college seemed
enough so Attawayv hopped a freicht
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‘Let Me Breathe Thunder, Just Issued,
Creates Stir in Literary Circles
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out enthusiastically,

Ed, young men with no child-
hood behind them, no secur-
ity before them. They are vagrants
bumming their way around the
country in a never-ending ecireuit,
With them is Hi-Boy, a little
‘Mexican of ten, The way the three
keep alive riding the rods and fol-
lowing the crops and the relations
that develop between them make
the story.

Author Has Experienced
Material in Novel

The novel is real and good be-
cause Attaway knows what he's
writing about. He comes from a
little town in Mississippi, where he
lived until he was five, Then the
family moved north to Chicago.
"My father, who was a doctor,” says
Aftaway, “had a notion that Negro
kids brought up in the South un-
consciously accept the whites’ es-
timate of them, and they never get
to know what it is to be a human
among humans, He brought us
north hoping we wouldn’t absorb
these false Southern ideas.”

In Chicago Attaway went through
grammar and high school very un-
willingly. Teachers told their pupils
to stay away from Bill if they
‘wanted to go straight. Tired of be-
ing rated the neighborhood nuis-
ance, Bill started to imitate his
sister, whose future was considered
very bright because she was always
reading books. He began to look at
them, very often upside down, when
people were around, but after a

L By Milton Meltzer
When William Attaway’s first novel landed on the
desks of the critics the other day they got excited, From
left to right the reviews are alive with paragraphs punched

“Let Me Breathe Thunder” is the story of Step and

couldn't make his quota. But he
did get to Canada ag cabin boy.
Then he got a stevedore’s job on the
Frisco docks.

Attaway knows most of the west-
ern stales pretty well, for he fol-
lowed the crops with the other
migratory agricultural worker s
From El Paso he made his way |
across the horder for Mexico in a.l
refrigerator car. He almost stsrved'
to death, and his college Spanish |
failed him when he tried to re-
member the words for sandwich or
mesnt,

Bealing it back across the border,
Bill wound up on a farm near To-
peka, Kansas. He worked for three !
months and wrote a book which he |
took to New York in search of a|
publisher. “A friend kindly told me 1t
was lousy,” says Bill, “so I thought
T'd stick to hoboing for my career.”
I rode the freights out to the Coast, |
and a Japanese family in Frisco'
took me in, giving me a bed in their |
attic. For th months I had a
wonderful fime, going out to the
soup kifchen for my meals, then
climbing up to the attic to read the
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William Attaway

slew of library books I had gath-
ered.”

Worked As Union

It was nearing the end of 1
and Bill thought he'd go hiowme ¥
Christmas, “I had a b mak
ing it. Going

while the print got him and he fel

';so'-*up_. The pilots set him to wash-
| ing planes, telling him he'd learn

L

|but Bill's father got wise and

of paper by that time, and At col=

| simply talk the night away. I never

| hard for good stuff. He ull
Bu

had him. In high s
1o skip classes to go out to O
board Field and watch the p

fast that way. After six months
they were taking him up with them,

yanked him home again,

Maybe because Bill's father had
sized his son up well and knew
he wouldn't stay put, he didn't push

him to follow his medical career.|

But Mrs. Attaway wanted him to
be a doctor too, so off he went to
the University of Illinois. Bill had
started scribbling over long sheets

in 2n em

more I walked out with my
BA. That summer I cut mint in
: elds to earn money for a stay |
in New Ywis. The $8 I had when
1 gof there my stsws and I spent

in & dress shop, the only male clerk

lege he would write all night.
Science courses all came in the
early morning, so he slept over his
microscope. Noticing that law
courses were scheduled for the
‘afternoon hours, Bill decided to take
up law, B .

“The best course those vears was
a seminar in creative writing. We'd

showed my writing to the prof and
he never asked to see it. When
the term was up he gave me an A,
saying ‘If I'm wrong, BRill, that's
your funeral, not mine. I-have con-

fidence in you as a man, so what |

the hell,! I got along fine with
t'ﬂm‘n

Meels Richard Wright 4
At Chicago Lecture

About this time Richard Wright,
then living in Chicago, appeared at
fhe University to talk on trade-
unionism. Bill heard him and in-
vited him to speak to the college
literary society on writing. When
Wright showed up that night, he
faced an audience of formal clothes
and gowns, lots of fancy trimmings,
He didn't know whether fo go ahead,
‘but Bill urged him on and he pulled
!out the manuseript of his “Big Boy
il’.eavas Home,"” one of the short
novels in his “Uncle Tom's Chil-
dren,” “He started to read that
swell story,” said Bill, “and when he
got to the second paragraph, half
the audience had fled. Dick went
on, set on giving it to them, and
at the end, the room was empty of
the literary set and only Dick and

and Hart and Ha
a road company, i1 was
dragged down to fry out. “I never|

“I was so scared reading those lines

half months. When John Wood-
burn at Doubleday, Doran read the
manuscript, that-ended my two
‘years as .an actor.”

eroppers who were brought up to
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I were there™ - |
" Two years of college seemed

enough, so Attaway hopped a freight

on the Milwaukee line, $40 in his
pocket. At Kansas City he hit a

carnival and played the wheel, one!

buck a try., Forty spins and he

was broke. Once he had come

across a book on Hindu philosophy,
and he wanted to see the Orient
and how people lived there. He got
as far as the West Coast, but
The seamen's

couldn’t ship out.

l"’rcfr

union required a $30 initiation fee | ygv

at that time, and Bill could raise
as much as $20 now and then but

933 | -

wanted to be an actor,” he savs,| ar
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I got the part and we played in | rafe a
Chicago for one year. Then tour- | more .
ing all over the country, and it | five-ce
seemed I'd never. get out of that|/for-one
play. In Philadelphia I wrote “Let | charge:
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Nora, Maria and John alike. Only
Wilhelm von Rautten, Maria's
father, going back to the land

w and farming almost as a peasant,

arrives at contentment.

The book is thronged with real,
unforgettable people and with
scenes that are both strong and
poignant.

JANE SPENCE SOUTHRON.

Tough and Tender

LET ME BREATHE THUNDER.
By William Attaway. 267 pp.
New York: Doubleday, Doran
& Co. $2.

HIS first novel by a 25-year-
old Negro quite definitely
proves two things: that it is

possible for a Negro to write
about whites, and that William
Attaway has a legitimate reason
to face a typewriter in the years
to come. His tough and tender
story of two young box-car wan-

men are torn between their desire

for the boy's future and their
own need of him, and William
Attaway makes their decision
seem urgent and humanly im-
portant.

All the emotions of the book
are direct and primitive, and the
bareness of the speech cuts the
action to lean and powerful lines.
The scenes in Mag's roadhouse,
Step’s relations with the emotion-
ally starved rancher’'s daughter,
Hi-Boy's moment when ne jabs a
fork into his hand to prove his
courage to Step—these and a
dozen other incidents are as jab-
bing to the nerves as a power-
drill. Less ably written the book
would only be melodrama and
sentimentality, but the character-

izations are sure and the dialogue

distilled to the point that a poet
writing a cablégram could not
better.

It is surely true, however, that

He has, in many moments of this

book, equaled them, and, in the

poetic overtones of the writing,
occasionally surpassed them. He
is an authentic young artist not
to be watched tomorrow but now.
STANLEY YOUNG.

the understated writing and the
hard-boiled characters cloaking
their semi-conscious good inten-
-tions are ingredients of novels
that have become rather familiar
of late. Before James Cain or
Edward Newhouse or Benjamin
Appel, or even the early Heming-
way, this book would have caused
great excitement. It is no par-
ticular discredit to William Atta-
way to say that in his first work
he has paralleled the style of his
more eminent contemporaries.

William Attaway.

derers and their love for a little
Mexican waif who rides the reef-
ers with them has some of the
emotional quality and force of
the familiar relationship of
George and Lennie in “Of Mice
and Men.” We see two rootless
men faced by hard reality yet
still susceptible to dreams and af-

“Ters, represent in these times the
vast army of drifting young
Americans who grab their scen-
ery from the top of a freight and
take their emotions from an
empty stomach. They are ap-
parently living from day to day
and waiting for nothing. They
are not professional hoboes given
the road.” Their single thought
is to keep alive, to push on over
the next mountain, to pick hops
~in California, berries in Washing-
ton, back-doors in Ohio, until by
. some miracle they land and take
root.

In New Mexico Ed and Step
meet Hi-Boy, an inarticulate
Mexican kid ‘'with dreams in his
eyes and a wistful, trusting way
that breaks through their casual,
tough veneer until the men ap-
point themselves as road guard-
ians to the boy. It is in no way
the average jocker-lamb relation-

“ ship of the hobo jungle. The kid
becomes a kind of domestic sym-
bol to the wanderers and a kind
of outlet for their affection and
all the tenderness which is miss-
ing in their abnormal lives.

No matter what brothel or bar
or circumstance Step's primitive
urges lead him into, Hi-Boy’s re-
actions to the scene take prece-
dence over everything else. They
delight in him when they find he
is a crack shot with a rifle; they
are paternally concerned when he

| is il He is their cub and they
" want to keep him happy and roll-
ing in the sun they have not seen.
When the rancher at Yakima
Valley wants to keep Hi-Boy, the
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Attaway Writes Stirring
Novel Of American Scene

ET ME BREATHE THUNDER,
Inc.,, New York, 1939, 9x6, 267 pages ($2.00)

Doran and Company,

by William Attaway, Doubleday,

Reviewed by BAREFIELD GORDON
Young William Attaway has woven the substance that is
1s youthful spirit into a strong, arrogant American story,
patterning a segment of that restless youth whose speeding
away from pious restraint, has made the West and the
American continent grow in splendor and power.

Those of us who are “too old or
00 young to rend our meat” may
not enjoy this literature., For this
is the warp and woof of the Ameri-
can fabrie. Cain in “The Postman
Always Rings Twice,” Faulkner,
Steinbeck—all are recording the
realities that are the America of
today. This is the couniry we live
in, whether we wish to own it
or not.

For those of us who love Ameri-
ca with its brutal, harsh. heart-
rending sentimental democracy, At-
taway has written a great little
novel in “Let Me Breathe Thunder.”
This saga of the boys, Step, Ed and
the little Mexican, Hi Boy, adven-
turing in the Northwest have no
Negroes as central characters even
though Negroes play their part.
Lust and violence play a part, but
of such the novel is not. This is a
sentimental story of two road wan-
derers whose love for a Mexican
kid leads to frustration and poig-
nant loss.

THE STORY

Step is the hero. This young

ex-county-fair-all-comers boxer

'|centers the story in his unbending

arrogance under the whip of for-
tune. Ed, the narrator, adores Step

-land follows his pal about, getting

him out of trouble. Hi Boy, the

- | Mexican lad, is the embodiment of

“Puck.” He, too, adores Step. But

Hi Boy is the spirit of eternal

\

youth ;who delivers Step and Ed
to sure defeat.

‘On a box-car Step and Ed find
Hi Boy who has ten dollars. They
agree to take him along with them
to Seattle before “ducking out on
him.” They continue to postpone
the “ducking” and take Hi Boy with
them to work on a farm in the
Yakima valley. After being there
several months they agree to leave
Hi Boy in a secure home, but events
prevent their doing so. Their es-
cape with Hi Boy brings on the
exciting ending.

SOMETHING DIFFERENT

Attaway’s “Let Me Breathe Thun-
der” is a story-teller's gem. It is
something that we have been hop-
ing to see a Negro writer do—write
his story and let race propaganda
fall where it may—anywhere but
in the author's or the story’s way.
Attaway has done this and more.
His descriptions are sharp; his plot
has movement; his details are pared
down to the bare essentials of terse
expression—his writing is litera-
ture,

The Excelsior club of Greater Be-

| thesda Baptist church will present

Dr. J. W. Eichelberger as guest
speaker at a banquet in the com-
munity house, 109 East Fifty-third
street, Friday, June 30, 8:15 p. m.
A deluxe dinner will be served.
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Let Me Breathe Thunder

THE SHEER SIMPLICITY with
| which William Attaway relates his
story, “LET ME BREATHE
THUNDER”, (Doubleday, Doran
& Co.), makes it one of those first
novels not so soon forgotten and
marks another contribution to
American literature by one whose
talents have wide possibilities.

Aside from the unusual situation
'+ —that of a Negro author writing
of white characters, analyzing
them, weighing their emotions
with sure and deft delineation—
“Let Me Breathe Thunder” has
that absorbing quality marking the
work of a writer who has arrived.

Two hoboes, itinerant sons of
the railroads and the “jungles,”
Step and Ed, find their lives inter-
twined in the antics of a litlte
| Mexican boy of ten, Hi-Boy, who
exerts g0 much influence upon
them that he nearly succeeds in
changing their philosophy of life.

Hi-Boy just tagged himself onto
the two hoboes who take his money
| and then find they don’t want to be
| rid of the little beggar who has
| brought a shaft of sunlight into
| an otherwise, squalid, bawdy sort
of life. Life in the boxcars, in the
apple orchards of the far-north-
west; passion and Just for the
flesh coupled with a desire to live
on the part of both Step and Ed
make “Let Me Breathe Thunder"
worthwhile reading.

Mr. Attaway is a native of Mis-
sigsippi and according to him,
since his father was a doctor,
“there was no trouble at all in get-
ting born.” However, Mr. Attaway,
a youngster, says his only recollec-
tion of the South concerned itself
with two chinaberry trees in the
front yard and a little charcoal-
colored girl singing over the fence
as she passed with her load: “Nig-
ger Nigger never die; black face
and shiny eye ... "”

“My second and real birth was
in Chicago,” an autoblographical
note by the author relates, where
his family settled after following
the tail end of the great migration
north. In Chicago Attaway re-
ceived the advantages not obtain-
able in his Mississippi hometown.
But an urge to wander was extant
in him and after the death of his
father, he spent much time hobo-

WILLIAM ATTAWAY

ing to the exasperation of his
mother who had gone into the pub-
lic school system as a teacher.

A brother of Miss Ruth Atta-
way, a talented young actress who
played in several Broadway suc-
cesses, including “You Can’t Take
It With You”, young Attaway fin-
ally finished high school with in-
tervals of writing and acting for
his sister’s dramatic groups. He
was then packed off to the Uni-
versity of Illinois. He quit and
rambled about the United States,
Mexico and Canada, working on
boats, etc., for two years before
returning to the University and
getting his B, A. degree.

Mr. Attaway later came to New
York as a free-lance writer but
found it hard to make an impres-
sion and through the intercession
of his sister, he went on the stage
and spent another two years trav-
eling throughout the -country.
Meanwhile, he was at work on “Let
Me Breathe Thunder”. He received
notice that the book had been ac-
cepted for publication while travel-
ing in Texas.—DAN BURLEY.
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BOOKS ON OUR TABLE

Makes Hi

New Negro Writer

s Bow

ever, a twenty-five-year-old N

For the first few pages,

that I don’t believe you will
until you have finished it.

Step and Ed were iwo young
men on the road, willing to work
if they had to, but ready to win
bed and board by any means, fair
or foul, that came to their hands.
Step, hot-tempered and proud, had
once been a prizefighter, but be-
yond that neither know much
about the other's past; and neither
knew anything at all about the fu-
ture, even ot the brief time that
separated one meal from another.
. - -
He Had Ten Bucks

Tn New Mexico the pair picked
up Hi Boy, ten years old, home-
less, friendly as a puppy. Hi Boy
knew little English and couldn't,
or wouldn't, tell anything about
his family. where they had come
from, where they had gone.

But Hi Boy had ten dollars, and
he wouldn't tell where he got that,
either. Step-had taken it for “safe-
keeping'; it was his and Ed's inten-
tion to ditch Hi Boy and skip with
the money as soon as their freight
car finally reached Seattle,

However, they hadn't counted on
Hi Boy's effect on them. There was
so much profound integrity in him,
such a bottomless reservoir of kind-
ness and unselfish humanity, that
the two young thugs-in-the-making
found their lives and outlooks
changing.

They blew in a lot of Hi Boy's
money for liquor, but they fed him
and cared for him, became his un-
official guardians and even found
jobs for themselves with a rancher

‘lwho promised to provide a home

for the Mexican waif.

But Sampscn, the rancher, had a
daughter who was boy-hungry and
rebellious. Ed did all he could io
keep Step away from her, but even
Ed couldn't keep her away from
Step. There was something in
Step's mnature that spontaneously
generated trouble, whatever his in-
tentions might be. Partly through

this recklessness (which was really
* S

Sl aring.,

|5 feeling of Insec ;

ity in disguise) and partly through
the girl’s resolution to get her man
and keep him, tragedy came to her
and to her father, to the two young
hoboes and to Hi Boy.

Exciting New Talent

Obviously, a theme and plot of
this nature might easily beguile a
young writer into senfimentality.
Mr. Attaway has completely avoid-
B sepitfall, Indeed, the only un-
fortunate thing s this book is
its rather pompous title. zel
is tightly,
written,
der” is a fine
uncovers a new talen

and promising as any I have en-

countered in months,
y - - -
One of the J
Book<of-the-Month Club is

By MAY CAMERON
Stories about white people written by Negro writers are
so rare that I cannot recall even one such gpecimen. How-

has now appeared with “Let Me Breathe Thunder” (Double-
day Doran, $2), the tale of two foot-loose young whites and
their little Mexican pal, Hi Boy.

were simply another tough-guy tale; but as soon as Mr.
Attaway gets his fictional spell working smoothly, you will
be so thoroughly captivated by his fresh and powerful talent,

economically and cleanly
“Let Me Breathe Thun-|\w
and moving work and |an ;
t as exciting|of any such E

uly seleciions of the
a mild
nd often amusing little tale of you.

egro writer, William Attaway,

this new novel reads as if it

be able to put the book aside!
&

English country folk called “The|
Brandons,” by Angela Thirkell|
(Knopf, $2.50). The author, whose |
“Pomfret Towers” delighted a great
many American readers, is herself
a member of a distinguished Eng-
lish family; her approach to society,
servants and near-servants is that
of long familiarity with their little
manners and deceits. She takes them
apart with tolerance and affection
and manages by sheer skill as a
writer to lend momentary interest
and amusement to the unimportant
problems of what seem, in retro-
spect at least, pretty trivial lives.

Rolls-Royces roll in and out of
the driveways as a matter of course;
servants of the various houses func-
tion as perfectly as fiction has
taught us British servants should,
except  that occasionally they be-
come human over small jealousies
or infinitesimal shifts in prestige.
There is a bit of romance, an old
harridan of a wealthy aunt and no
problem more serious than what to
do about her large estate nobody
wants lo inherit.

“The Brandons” is most concerned
with Lavinia Brandon, a wealthy
widow with two grown children,
sufficient good looks to ensnare any
passing male and an intelligence
that had best be described by An-
gela Thirkell. Sir Edmund Pridham
once remarked that certainly La-
vinia was no child; a child would
have more sense. Her son, Francis,
once wondered what his mother
thought of when she knelt in
church and, so Mrs. Thirkell tells
us, Mrs, Brandon looked guilty.

- L *

l

She Holds Her Breath

“T never quite know,” she said.
“I iry to concentrate, but the only
way I can concentrate is to hold
my breath very hard, and that stops
me thinking. And when I shut my
eves I see all sorts of spokes and
fireworks. I always mean to ask
ta_be nicer and kinder, but things;

like Rose wantlg v
afternoon out, or Aunt Sissie’s let-
lter. come into my mind at once.
But I did have one very good idea,
which was that if Rose changes her
afternoon we could have the picnic
that day and kill two birds with one
stone.”

So we have a picnie, visits 1o hor-
rible Aunt Sissie, the expected "'b:_ld
news,” a vicarage fete and the proo-
lem and solution of Miss Morris,
who had been Aunt Sissie's com-
panion. Romantic Mr. Grant and
ewhat horse-faced mother
ho had “g0 alian” the vicar
d the lawyer, familiar Tecessities
nglish comedy, are
other more important figures in lh:e
story. All in all, “The Brandons’
is a good enough escapist boo]:c if
the headaches in the more serious
{books of today are too much with

7
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rs a Kindly Giant Dreaming
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MRS. SCHNITZLER. HER FAVORITE IS “THE 1,0
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lhappened to be hidden behind the He summed ur

m(?d trees on the stage. few lines of eor,
bit, “This amazed, shocked and, in a|Dr, Fridolin an
yme- way, delighted the boy. He got afthe end of his
rity glimpse of make-believe and reality isody’.»
dian playing themselves out, you might! Almost o the
i ¢ | 52Y, al the same time, Schnitzlep retai
5 of “A childish incident, but it de-[ish sense of we
ap- termined an aftitude toward life(as g playwrig}
the that Schnitzler never lost. © What characters that
iter, Was, real? What wasg make-be- |joys and sorras
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GRO NOVEL ACCLAIMED

WILLIAM ATTAWAY

 their pupils to stay away from Bill

IATTAWAY,

TELLS OF VAGRANTS

w;’ﬂ'EN William Attaway's first novel landed on the desks of

¥ the critics the other day they

| *he reviews are alive with paragraphs punched out enthusiastical-

ly. “Let Me Breathe Thunder”

young men with no childhood behind them, no security before

them, They are vagrants bumming¥
their way around the country in a

never-ending circuit. With them is
Hi-Boy, a little Mexican of ten. The
way the three keep alive riding the
rods and following the crops and
the relations that develop between
them make the story,

The novel is real and good be-
cause Attaway knows what he's
writing about. He comes from a
little town in Mississippi, where he
lived until he was five. Then the
family moved north to Chicago.

Fell for Books

“My father, who was a doctor,”
says Attaway, “had a notion that
Negro kids brought up in the
South unconsciously accept the
whites’ estimate of them, and
they never got to know what it
is to be a human among humans,
He broaght us noirth hoping we
wouldn't absorb these false
Southern ideas.”

In Chicago Attaway went
through grammar and high school
very unwillingly. Teachers told

if they wanted to go straight. Tired
of being rated the neighborhood
nuisance, Bill started to imitate
his sister, whose future was con-
sidered wvery bright because she
was always reading books. He be-
gan to look at them, very often
upside down, when people were
around, but after a while the print
got him and he fell hard for good
stuff. He was 12 then.

Maybe because Bill’'s father had
sized his son up well and knew
he wouldn't stay put. he didn't
push him to follow his medical ca-
reer. But Mrs.” Altaway wanted
him to be a doctor too, so off he
went to the University of Illinois.

Wright Lectures

‘bout this time Richard Wright,
aien living in Chicago, appeared at
the University to talk on trade-
unionism, Bill heard him and in-
vited him to speak to the college
literary society on writing.

When Wright showed up that
night, he faced an audience of for-
mal clothes and gowns, lots of
fancy trimmings. He didn't know
whether to go ahead, but Bill
urged him on and he pulled out

the uscript of his * B Resire ¥
Loe ‘%&Eﬁuﬂ :’:5 ysigter, an

ome,” one or
novels in his “Uncle Toms Chil-
dren.”

“He started to read that swell
story,” said Bill, “and when he
got to the second paragraph, half
the audience had fled. Dick went
on, set on giving it to them, and
at the end, the room was empty
of the literary set and only Dick
and I were there.”

Two years of college seemed
cnough, so Attaway hopped a
freight on the Milwaukee line, $40
in his pocket. At Kansas Cily ‘he
hit a carnival and  played the
wheel, one buck a try. For ty Em

and he was broke. j

Once he had come across. é(\ ol
on Hindu philosophy, di i he.
wanted to see the Ovient ‘J_‘l{o
people lived there. He got /fa& far
as the West Coast, but couldn't
ship out. The seﬁp'leh s nnion ,re- |
quired a $30 initiation fee al that

|took to New York in search of a|

EX- HOBO,

By MILTON MELTZER

_gol excited,  From left to right

is the story of Step and Ed,

time, and Bill could raise as much
as $29 now and then but couldn't
make his quota. Bul he did get 1o
Canada as cabin boy. Then he got
i stevedore’s job on the Frisco
locks.

Followed Crops

Attaway knows most of the west-|
ern states pretty well, for he fol-
lowed the crops with the other
migratory agricultural workers.
“rom ElI Paso he made his way
across the border for Mexico in a
efrigerator car. He almost starved
‘o death, and his college Spanish
‘ailed him when he tried to remem-
ber the words for sandwich or
meat, ™

Beating it back across the border,
Bill wound up on a farm near To-
peka, Kansas. He worked for three
months and wrote a book which he

publisher.

“A friend kindly fold me it was
lousy,” says Bill, “so T thought
I'd stick to hoboing for my ca-
reer. I rode the freights out to
the Coast, and a Japanese fam-
ily in Friseo took me in, giving
me a bed in their attic. For three
months I had a wonderful time,
going out to the soup kitehen for |
my meals, then climbing up to
the attic to read the slew of
library books I had gathered.”

Union Organizer

It was nearing the end of 1933
and Bill thought he'd go home for
Christmas.

“T had a hard job making it.
Going over the mountains in an
empty I froze so badly I lost all |
sensation in my fingers for al-
most two years. Once home, they
got me back info college, and in’
twe years more I walked out with
my B.A. That summer I cut mint
in the fields to earn money for a
stay in New York. The $8 I had
when I got there my sister and
I spent celebrating the first
night, In Harlem I worked as a
union organizer for six months,
and then took a job in a dress
shop, the only male clerk in the
place. That was teco much for
me, I gquit fast.”

There were several odd jobs
after that, until one day Bil_l‘
in-the B
cast of “You Can't Take It With
You,"” decided to make an actor of
him. Kaufman and Hart and Harris
were casting a road company, and
Bill was dragged down to try out.

“1 never wanted to be an actor,”
he says. “I was so scared reading
those lines they all thought I was
very funny. T got the part and we
played in Chicago for one year.
Then touring all over the country,
and it seemed I'd never get out
of that play. In Philadelphia I
wrote 'Let Me Breathe Th“m‘%

while we were playing there.
Tee d a half months.
' u Woodburn at Double-

- read the r}-m useript,
Smy two yl7‘g.:1 as an

\ |

WJI.I. c
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New Novels of Trouble

BLOOD ON

THE FORGE.
By(William &tmmy.,,._. A
279 pp. . . . New York:
Doubleday, Doran and C om-
pany. . .. 2.

Reviewed by
MILTON RUGOFF

T IS inevitable that “Blood on the
Forge” should recall the work of
Richard Wright—not simply be-
cause the author is Negro, but be-
cause he writes of the frustration
and suffering of his people and does
so with crude power and naked in-

tensity. “Blood on the Forge” is a

short novel packed with the same
sense of the animal terrors of the
hunted and the dream:. of the
long oppressed that marked “Uncle
Tom’s Children,” Mr. Attaway is

willing to portray Negro life at its

lowest in order to make stunningly
clear to what a pass life in a white
land has brought his people. But
this is implicit and it may well be
that some readers will be content
to think his book merely violent and
sensational.

At the opening the Moss brothers
are sharecropping a piece of

Harold Stein
William: Attaway

' Is an iron stoicism

worked-out Kentucky earth, stary-

ing, clinging desperately, with child-
ish faith, to the soil. The three men

act as foils for each other: Big

Mat, a giant of a man, twisted by a
strangled desire to preach; Melody,
who turns his troubles into guitar
musie, and Chinatown, he of the

slant eyes and the lazy joking. In

each the thwarted craving for rec-
ognition of personality has its
strange outlet: Big Mat occasionally
flies into insane rages, Melody in-
dulges in wishful-dream games, and
Chinatown treasures a gold tooth
in his mouth as though it were the

window of his soul. Their farm is -

& Negro “Tobacco Road”—which
means that it belongs even lower on
the social scale than the demesne
of the Lesters, descending, in fact,
into a region where the only relief
or crazy yearn-
ings.

When Big Matg finally rises
against the boss and the trio are

forced to flee they are lured by

smkebreaklng_ agencies to Northern

steel mills. If the picture of Ne- -

groes-against-the-soil seemed raw
and shocking, that in the post-war
Pennsylvania steel towns is like
something out of g revivalist's
damnation-sermon conception of
hell—a vision of writhing souls seen
through smoke and flame, height-
ened by glimpses of the debauchery

of Sodem and Gomorrah and the

smouldering dump heaps of Ge-
henna.

On the soil the brothers had at
least been able to breathe untainted
air, grapple with an element, earth,
that was capable of giving life: here
there are only the monstrous ma-
chines disembowelling and consum-
ing the earth, with puny creatures
chained to them in a slavery that
drained them utterly, that shriveled

them until even the green-corn
whisky, the city whores and strike-
breakers’ extra pay could not slake
the thirsts of body and soul.

~ The Moss brothers sense what is
happening to them but cannot
understand it. Frantically groping
for life, haunted, moreover, by a -
steel mill superstition that the earth
Tesents their work and in the end 1
will take its toll in flaming flesh
and pulverized bone, they lead
incredibly hectic lives—brawling,
drinking, gambling from bleak
dawn to dawn. The climax comes
when a catastrophe resulting from
neglect 'by the management pre-
cipitates a strike. It is by no means
an unusual climax, but the reactions
of the three brothers certainly are—

- barticularly that of Big Mat, who

«

gets his big chance to assert his -
personality, to strike back at white
men, when he is made g strike-
breaker deputy. He realizes dimly
that he is fighting his fellow work-
ers, but greater than his sympathies
or even his fear of death is his
soul’s need to cast off fhe feeling of
his own impotence and nothingness.
All other outlets having been cut
off, he turns, like Bigger Thomas, to
the anti-social, killing blindly,

There are in “Blood on the
Forge” flashes of the humor, the
lazy good nature, the music, the
exuberance of the traditional Negro
of fiction, but here these are ob-
viously the mechanisms of defeated,
aimless spirits, The keynotes in
these lives are spiritual strangula-
tion, soecial maladjustment, crav-
ings that break out in myth-making
dreams or desperate orgies of the
senses, Mr. Attaway has a rich vein-
of human experience to explore,
and he has, I think, the equipment
to do so. “Blood on the Forge” is
only a beginning.
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