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April 291 1958 

Dear Koe, The papers the other day announced th&·t 
the Japanese Premier had isened a f or1118.l 

apology to the Elllperor, to the soldlers 1n the f ield, and 
to the Japanese peopl.e for being 11.l at a t i.ms •uCn he was 
needed in the nat1-on1 s councUs. This exactly expresa.e-s 
rq feelings to the follotrahi p comrdttee. l e.polog1%e humbly 
and bow deeply for being absent from the lest mee~ing of the 
comoitt.eo. I t is so good of you men to gi vc your ti.ae that 
the leaat ~a officers can do is to be on the Job at the 
crucial moments. 

I am delighted with the results of the com­
adttee' s work. I do not 'think ~ precence uould have im­
proved or altered the decisions. Uevertheleaa, I aa sorry 
to have been absent. 

J.s to -.;.he two or three caS&$ which Jlr. Paty 
said the committee Vlallted rrq judgn:ent1 it is as follows, 
as you •dll see from. the records. 

(a) ill things. considered, it seell.led to me deeirable 
to make the award to iil' . Belcher. l agree that three 
'egroea at tiie Yale School of Drua 1s crowding things 

a bit, especi.ally since Yale is pretty squeamish about 
Negro students. I also agree that Belcher does not 
quite stand up to the othe1· candidate8 in drat:-.&. Hever­
theleas, he bo.s done such excellent work, eepecial]y 1n 
organizi.De the dramatic festivals and contests, and baa 
such good prOlllise that it seemed to m.e be should be 
kept on the list. 

(b) A& to Th0111Aa Hart, I recogn111u, t.bat hin purel,y 
scientific record 1s not distingu.ished. It is very 



difficult to judge teaching by ,my' obje ct ive etandards. 
I know this .raan and hie work well enough to be w1l.llng 
to take the gamble onto my own shoulders. If he f lubs 
I am willing to tn.ke the same kind of r i bbin{; .from the 
other raeabers of the cOllllli ttee that I eo gl eefully en­
gag,e 1n when their candidates do not work out.. 

(c) I think iv chie.! reservationo 1n the whole list 
are the three young girls - Lella. Saith Green, V1ol& 
Goin, and Ruth M. Smi.th. They seem to me much greater 
gaJDbles than the other awards. I ohould ha Te been will­
ing to l:et them. struggle on their own f or another year 
or two and then take that one or two of tnem who con­
tinued t o give the highest promae. hvertheleea, I 
go Q.long hearti ly with the decis ions of the C(JJ'llllttee, 
retaining the rigbt to j eer i f any of 'these girls prove 
to be aed1oc:re. 

Again m_y rograt at being absent from. the last 
aeet i n.1 e.ud ~ persor.al and official. than:6.s to you men who 
have given so auch to the f ellowship pro1r&n.. 

ERE:J'I 

ltr. Tienr-/ Allen Moe 
The Guggenheia Foundation 
551 Fift h Avenue 
New York City 

Ve"::'7 truly y ours, 

EDWIN R. E MRREf 




