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PEARL EILEENE PRINMUS

Dancer
Brooklyn, New York
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1947 RL

Name Pearl Eileene Primus Fleld: Danoing
Solo dancer, Pearl Primus Compeny
536 Madison Street, Brooklyn, New York

Plan of Work To continue to express the history and culture of the Negro people through
the medium of the dance; to develop and train & group to assist candidete in this field.

Reguests grant for one year beginning June 1947. Wishes to attend
Columbia University to work for Ph. D. degree under Gene Weltfish in the depsrtment
of anthropolegy.

Personal Data Born Trinidad, British West Indies, November, 1920 Age: 27
Single, one partial dependent Draft Status: None

Undergraduate Work Hunter College, B.A., 1940

Special study: Study of dance with Martha Gresham, Doris Humphrey and Charles Weidmsan

Graduate Work New York University, 1940-41
Hunter College, 1941-43
Columbie University, }945- (currently working for Ph.d. in
anthropology)

Experience Solo dancer, Cafe Society, New York City, 1943-44, $3200; solo concerts,
major cities east of the Mississippi River, 1944-, £350-$750 per concert; soloist with
Primus Company, during week, October 4-11, 1944, Brozdwey Debut, Belasco Theatre, $1000;
with Primus Company at Roxy Theatre, New York, November 29-December 23, 1944, $750 a week;
featured dancer, "Show Boat", Ziegfield Thestre, New York, January - November 1946, $350
a week; witch dancer (featured soloist) "Emperor Jones", Chicago Opers Company, co-sterred
with Tibbett, (no amount stated). ‘

Accomplishments New Dance Group (lsrgest organization of its type in the world);
American Negro Theatre.

The entire concert program of dances are crested by candidate as result
of research in dances of Africe, West Indies, and America.

Publications: "African Dance", Dance Magazine, July 1946
Scholarship: Scholarship in the dence - New Dance Group - May 1941 - January 1944

(Given clzsses in exchange for cleaning studio)

References :

Charles Weidmen, dancer and teacher, New York City

Kenneth Spencer, singer, New York City

John Martin, dance editor, New York Times

Welter Terry, dance critic, New York Hearllersbypgi)i : S Budgetngumum
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1548 RC

Name

Plan of Work

Personal Data

Pearl Fileene Primus Field: Paneing

Dancer
536 Mediszon Street, Brooklym 21, Hew York

To interpret James Weldon Johnson's *Gods Trombones®(z collection of Negro
sermons in verse) through the mediun of the dunce. To express the poem ®Go
Down Death® as a dynamie snd hypnotic story of people seeking comfort for
their grief. I especieslly chose thiz for its timeliness and universality
in a2 world still torn by suffering.

Requests grent for one year beginning June 1948, Wishes to work toverd the
Ph.D. degree in Anthropology st Columbia University under the supervision of
Applied in 1947.

Born Trinided, British Fest Indies, November 1921 Kao: 26
Single, one partial dependent Draft Status:

Undergraduate Work Hunter College, B.i., 1940

Graduate Work

Experience

Hew York Unlversity, 1940-41
Hunter Ccllege, 1941-43
Colusbie University, 19545~

Eolo dancer, Cafe Scciety, R.X., 1943-44, §3200; solc concerts, Hew
York, NHewsrk, Chicage, Bushington, Hew Heven, 1944- , $3200; soloist

with company, Broadway debut, Belaseo Theatre, Oct. 4-~11, 1944, $2000; sololst with company,

Foxy Theatre, N

oo, Hov. 29-Dec. 23, 19.%. 8750 weekly; featured dancer,

Bhow Boat,
Ziegfield Theatre, N.Y., Jen., l-Hovember 2, 1946, £350 weekly; featured witch doctor,

Chicago Civic Opera, Cet. 4-11, 1946, $£200; soloist, camrt tour with

Emperor Jones,
company, November, 1946 to February, 1947, £3000.

Accomplishments

Created two entire comcert programs of dsnces ss result of rosearch
in dances of Africs, Yest Indies, America.

Publications "ifriesn Dence®, lance Magesine, July 1946.

S¢holarships Hew Dance Group scholarship, May 1941 to Jan. 1944, given classes in
return for work doune,

References

John Hartin, Sew Yorx Tises

Falter Terry, Newx York Hersld °
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