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Plan of Work: to riB African dancing in Africa. Grant for a 9-month period 
beginning September 1, 1948 
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1947 RL 

Name Pearl Eileene Primus 
Field: Dancing 

Solo dancer, Pearl Primus Company 
536 Madison Street, Brooklyn, New York 

Plan of Work To continue to express the history and cul tu.re of the Negro people through 
the medium of the dance; to develop and train a group to assist candidate in this field. 

Requests gremt for one year beginning June 1947. Wishes to attend 
Columbia University to work for Ph.D. degree under Gene Weltfish in the department 
of anthropology. 

Personal Data Born Trinidad, British West Indies, November, 1920 
Single, one partial dependent 

Undergraduate Work Hunter College, B.A., 1940 

Age: 27 
Draft Status: None 

Special study: Study of dance with Martha Graham , Doris Humphrey and Charles Weidman 

Graduate Work New York University, 1940-41 
Hunter College, 1941-43 
Columbia University, l-9-4,5- (currently working for Ph.a. in 

anthropology) 

Experience Solo dancer, Cafe Society, New York City, 1943-44, $3200; solo concerts, 
major cities east of the Mississippi River, 1944-, $350-$.750 per concert; soloist with 
Primus Company, during week, October 4-11, 1944, Broadway Debut, Belasco Theatre, $1000; 
with Primus Company at Roxy Theatre, New York, November 29-December 23, 1944, $750 a week; 
featured dancer, "Show Boat", Ziegfield Theatre, New York, January - November 1946, $350 
a week; witch dancer (featured soloist) "Emperor Jones", Chicago Opera Company, co-starred 
with Tibbett, (no amount stated). 

Accomplishments New Dance Group (ls.rgest organization of its type in the world); 
American Negro Theatre. 

The entire concert program of dances are created by candidate as result 
of research in dances of Africa, West Indies, and America. 

Publica tions: ".African Dance", Dance Magazine, July 1946 

Scholarship: Scholarship in the dance - New Dance Group - May 1941 - January 1944 
(Given classes in exchange for cleaning studio) 

References 
Charles Weidman, dancer and teacher, New York City 
Kenneth Spencer, singer, New York City 
John Martin, dance editor, New YQrk Tim~s 
Walter Terry, dance critic, New York Hearld Tribune 

Sent to Committee 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 3500 
From Applicant 
From Fund i3500-

AMOUNT GRANTED 

Ty 



Personal Data 

Pearl Eileen Primus Field: L!illoing 

Dancer 
5;6 14&di!!vll. Stree,t, Brooi;lyn ~l, 1. ,v- York 

To interprnt J~mes o~ldon Johnfon•~ VG ·d$ Tr0li!bon~n8 (u col'~ction of Nosro 
sermon~ in verse) tl.U'ouch the ~ iur, of th &;nc .. To exvrfl ~ t.he poem "Co 
D n .. thtt as a · yMm1e l lW hypnotic swey of peo J..,. sceki cocl:ort for 
th ir gr1efo I e~i~citily cho~~ thi· fo it~ ti· liru;on nd univ ra ity 
i n o. \rrld ., till torn by suf feririt . 

Re ue3t e f,'l"t.,nt t◊r one yeur be~innins, J ne l94b. Wi !ts to ,or~ ti.:,\'s&rd th 
Pb .. D. a.egr t: in t, tllropology at Col bia Oniverwit}' und r he eup rvioic of 
G ne i;el ttieh. 

B~rn Trinid~ 1 Bri 
Singlo, one p,...r la 

Age: 26 
Draft Status: 

Undergraduate Work 

i ~w lork Oniversit, 1940-41 
.tiunte:r Cc ge , l94l-4J 
Co umbi Unl verai ty, l 45-

Sol.o c • , 1943• 44, >l certs, N~"' 
Yor , o n1ngton, N · uu; aoloiot 

Bro 6 : d • 1 Cot.. 4- • st dtb COlA~, 
.~xy N. l ., Nov. ,o · , §o•t, 

re, N.? . , J 94 3; J o · tch doctor, 
hicu Civi c • • 4-ll , , o cone r t t-0\.r 1th 
r , l 4 to February, 94 7, , )OJ 

Accomplishments ere ,ted t.'l'io cone :rt pro 
i 1 d -nee of , v· 

Schol.Ar hip 

References 
John 14arti n, _N_e....,.;;;.;;.;;__,....,..;.;;,.;;.~ 
~ult &r Te~ry, .J ......................... i....;;;;;.,.~ •• _i_bun_;;a,Jl,t 
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Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 10:JJO 
From Applicant /4.00 ~ 
From Fund 50v 

AMOUNT GRANTED , 
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