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DJGZST O:' 'F.cG 
FI.nST :c:;:;.,_·::nzs OF T"r.3 EX?I,OruD.S 

One pur1>ose of the oxplorers I record of observf'tions in the 

conu.nmities wa.s t o provide such a p icture of the life of the people as 

could only be obtai:led by n ?nrticipant obsdrver. The nssunption buck 

of this experiment was thnt s~ch a picture could prove useful to the 

counsellors in studyine the intiLi..--.te educationnl needs of these ruro.l 

peop l e , both with r espect to content and to oethods of instruction. 

The first efforts of the explorer s \"/ere handicapped by uncerta inty of 

procedure and a. diversity of activities as well as of o'bjectives. The 

fir st dinriGs , thus, r efl ect t his n ixture of purposes , nlthough they 

r eveal I:lllllY interes t i~e facets of life~ 

Following t he AtJ. .... :1ta neetin::; on Jr,nu.nr y 4-~6, 1935 , nore definite 

suggesti ons were given as a guide to obser vntionc T'ne digest hereuith 

presented oovers the f irst diaries o~ly , n..11d these , as i ndi cuted , did not 

lend theoselves readily t o sumr.1o.rization i n a.,,y convGnient frame of r ef er-

ence. 

reports s 

Sooe gener a l observa tions nre possibl e on the basis of these 

1) Coar.nmi ty patterns and bnckgrounds vnry widely and signifi­
cantly and these differences a.re r efl ected in the life and 
traditions of the peopl eo 

2) The Negro col!ll:mnity, with rare exceptions, is not an i solat ed 
unit , but a part of a. l argex- corr.runi ty including the v,hi tes. The 
r uce r el ations v,i thin thl:l con'JUl.-:i ty a r e f'.ffected by and in turn 
aff ect other el enents of lZeGro life , fror:i economic sta tus t o 
schooling. 

3) Along with the overwhelr.1ing presti ge of the v,hi t e coor.ru.ni ty, 
t here ~ppear\ in each corrnmi ty white r esidents ,ti th kindly and 



helpful interests in . tho Mogro po'!)ul~tion, v:-.riously cxprcsse<'I.. 

4) Tho culturru. 1ovel of t ho Negro populatio~ refl ects the cul­
tural l ov0l of tho whl t o , suggesting that the level of one group 
co.nnot bo ro.ised inde'!)ondontly. 

5) The inportn.nco to n.ny nrogran of individunls who have prestige 
in t~e community is ioplicit in all of the report s. These frequent­
ly turn out to be person 3 other t:1an one sol octod by t~1e out si dor as 
cxan-plary. 

6) The school in t~c community is i n one i ~nort~nt respect, an i m­
ported institution to ,1hi ch adjustm;)nt must be mnde without re­
lntion to the fon.:,rn.ys of the group, or the ndjustmont after.vards 
of those who cor:mleto tho r equired yco.rs of sc.1'1001ing to community 
life. 

7) Thero is n rccurr0nce of evidences o f hr-tlf-'100.rtod r-ttcmpts n1i 
n rosccuting certain institutior.nl objcctiv~s ond at the some time 
on cngerness t o cor.fom t o patterns of behnvior which gi vc a grant­
er z:wasu.rc of status nnn recognition irom t ~1.0 whi to world. 

8) The quality of tho sc~.001 is closel y relnted to t~e whole round 
of collective life, lUld in this tho economic ol C!!lcnt seems of ~ri­
mnry i r:rpo rt{:lllcc. 

9) There is, it would ar>Pear, from renentcd observations, a dis­
tinct difference bot-:Teen t:ie exnectations of boho.vior enforced by 
a group ( the family, t ~~.o total coromuni ty) and those formulated by 
the s&lool s. 

10) The folkTTnys of the Negro group nr o similar nt nost points to 
those of tho uhitc groun of the sxio or n slightly earlier ueriod. 

11) Porsonol rclntio:1s between certain whi tos and !•Togrocs are 
maintained wi t'hout r cfDr cnce t o general r t>.cial sontir.icnt. 

12) The communi tics solc'tor.1 appear to be "intcgrnted." 
nrc frequent; factional di snutcs t n_'lce on i moortance; 
is an undercurrent of insocuri ty an4.. unrest wllich brct1.ks 
fomruizod r.1odes of r ccrention end diversion. 

Tensions 
there 
through 

13) There is reflected o. need of nntterns of be!1avior bt'\sed 
u:·0n now stllndards of heal th , cl oanlincss , art expression, 
religious worsl1ip and upon r.-. tro.cli tion of schooling. 

14) Contacts wit!i t'-1.o outer \70rld nre r:w.d.o thro1.1&b ( a ) letters 
from absent fDr.1ily MCDbcrs or ~cau,."l.intnnccs ; (b) returned mi-
grants; (c) occnsionnl trnvolicrs ; {d) travelling shows 
and circuses; (o) trips to mnrket; (f) autonobilo and 
r ailroad personnel; (g) newspapers. 
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15) Modern conveniences, high living standards, economic se:x.rity, 
are not yet within the tradition. 

In the first group of reports with perhaps few exceptions, more at-
i 

tention wa~ given to recording tho reparters 1 impressions than to pre­

senting a.picture of the community. There is also a considerable r ecor~ 

of the reaction of individuals to the re~orter himself. Insofar as these 

reveal attitudes they a re im-portant, but the impressions which are in­

cidental to the reJ)Orters adjustment to the connnunity, while useful auto­

biographical data, do not tell a great deal about the community. 

Du.ring the first period, there was considerable concern about ex­

plaining satisfactorily the -presence of tho reporter in the conununity. 

The identification of the rcmorter with the Rosomvald Fund in nunbers of 

cases appeared to introduce an artificial slant into the situation, thus, 

conceivably jeopardizing naturalness in the groups. Further, some dis­

tortion is evident in t~1e uunnront expcctntion of financial aid. 

In several instonces t!1cre is me..iifcst a. diSPOsition to criticize 

local mores, either directly or by imnlico.tion, which could and in some 

instancos am,nrontly did contribute to :1ostili ty r,nd aloofness toward the 

reporter. I n other instances the cri tici ~ nay :'l:we proved usoful if t~e 

role of the re~orter ~as also one of active l endershiu in the scr,ool or 

comnuni ty. 

Fran the various ra1)orts extrnctt'l are mo.de illur:iino.ting illustra-

tivo observations and nr:r:1:n~0d 1.:..11dor gonernl co:otions. 

In the digest of thcr.c Mnterinl s there has boon most vahmble as­

sis tan cc from Dr. Donel d Pi or son. 



WHAT DO THE FEOJ:'Ll: r:INK ABOUT? TALK ABOUT? 

Probleillll Common to a~l: meo.ns of_adjustment . 

Traditi onal ~efinitions of Acts Conducive to Welfare. 

(Some super stitions of the primary children ). 

It is bad luck to burn persimmon or sassafras wood. 
It is bad luck to permit a young baby to look into a looking glass . 
It is bad luck to step over the feet of another person. 
It is bad luck for two people to comb the hair of a third at the same 

time. The youngest will die soon. 
It is bad l uck to tie or fasten one shoe before the other shoe is put on. 
It is bad luck to turn back when on one ' s wa;y somewhere. 
If both fee t itch, one will walk on strange land. 
It is bad luck to walk with one shoe on and the other off . 
Never pennit a stranger to rest his hat on your bed. 
Two people must never sweep at the samo timo in the same room. 
Whon teeth arc pulled , never throw them out , burn them. 
Never burn breed. 
Navor carry out ashes or swoop after tho sun goos down. 
If it ra~ns in a grave that is dug before a burial , another grave 

will be dug soon. 
People kin to a corpso should never assist in tho digging of tho gravo. 
Never snooze with bread in one ' s mouth. 
If food drops out of ono•s mouth while eating , one will hear of a death. 
Cover clock faces and mirrors ,1hen a corpse is in tho house. 
If a black cat crosses one ' s path , spit in your hat. 
If you hoar a screech owl a t night, tic a lrnot in a sheet , turn your 

pocket inside out , turn a chair upside do'7n, or turn a shoe upside 
doffll. 

Never cut out a dress on Friday. 
When fishing , never let your pole cross that of a nother person fishing . 

It will hinder your catches for that day. 

--- Red Oak School 
Stockbridge , Georgia 

Case of Married Young Man : "Clothes, §?-O-';_i ng Soap, rtazors , Football. 11 

Neel , 20 years, is married, lives here . Married in the Spring, 
he nevcrtholoss spends most of his spare time in my room, comes 
blustering in at all hours without knocking, and talks of clothes, 
shaving soap, razors , and football . 

Fair Play , 
Morgan Oounty , Georgia 
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Topics Discussed: (Grain, Ba.nkhoad Bill and. Cott on, F,iu).os _lotter tjic.n Eor~ cs --· __ _ 
for Fa.rm Work , Circus, CCC Cc1.111p ; Ba cs, ho·,1 co0kcd, ,:'ulcL.1 Do.'li:h 

At storo in afternoon, uhoro topics of conversation uoro grain, tho 
Bankhead Bill ond cotton; mrhothcr r.rulos noro bettor than horses for 
fo.rm work, tho circus nt Rutledge, tho CCC co.mp, uhnt tho boys cat 
tho~o and how it is cooked; and pnrticula.rly about the cnrpontcr 
there who dropped dood while ho TTas driving a stob. 

Fair Play , 
Morgan County, Georgia 

HOW IS THE SCHOOL CONCEIVED BY MJ:MBERS OF COMMUNITY? 

• As Something Worthy of Personal Effort 

Fivo rothers cnrnc for morning exorcises . · Ton fathers co.no to 
work a t school. This ,10.s o. surprise to us; They \7orked on the 
roof, brought wood , removed benches, raoTTod tho gr·:iunds , ploucd 
ground. 

(E. P.Canon) nont t o school to varnish sea.ts on Saturday -- about 
noon. Tho people snu rrry car. Fifteen came -- four men, four 
.tomcn, and seven children. They varnished, se,rnd curtains , etc . 
until it oos dork enough to go und get lamps from tho church. 

Ten pupils cm10 t o school on their ,my to Sunday School. They 
stop in nhonever thoy sec t he door open. 

Mr. Evnns co.no. He scys the trustees and othor men arc coming to 
the school to work on M,,ndny. (They decided this among themselves 
and \mntod t '.) surprise us , t hey said , since they sa.r us doing so 
P.11.lC ll. 

Rod Oak School 
St ockbridge, Goorgio. 

Children uashed ,1indows after achool, ~ith their rags freezing 
in their hnnds every two or threo minutes . They certainly like 
to work in their schooll 
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As Something Worthy of Child' s Undividod Attontion 

An old lo.dy accompanies hor grandchildren to school every do.y 
and remains all do.y t o sec tho. t they r.rind the tc:ichcr. "o.nd 
if they don' t , sho soid, brandishing o. 'IT.l"inklcd fist, "I jcs 
clcTT •on nysolf. 11 

As "Vncction" on R'.rt of Children 

Poynter CoI!l:.lUD.ity 
Pinc Bluff , Arlronso.s 

Denn White of Livingst,.,no College , uho 110.s visiting r:10 during 
the holidays, and TTho made thcso visits nith no , expressed sur­
prise ,1hon tho children o.11 so.id they ,10uld be glo.d nhcn school 
opened ngo.in.- To them, going t o school is vnco.tion, t1hilc stay­
ing nt home noons very hnrd '17Ork, o.ncl no plc.y nt o.11 . 

Poynter community 
Pine Bluff, .Arknnso.s 

Consolidation Viewed ns an Instnnco of '(]rban-Ruro.l Conflict 

"Woll noi7 , I ' 11 tell you what a lady t old mo not so long o.go 
.•••• She ' s o. voncroble old lady, o.nd still hos hor fire . 
No,1 sho told mo that ' those torm o.nd city folks ore too ovor­
lo.stin ' busy and lo.zy to ho.vc chillun and roiso •om. Thoy 
hnvo t o h~vo 'om f or a good big school . And so they co.n 
hove •om like thnt thoy•ro coming to tho country uhcro '17C 
still ho.vo tine , o.nd knot1 how, nnd love t o ho.vc •om nnd raise 
'om, ond ore sru:i.tchin' •ora by tho hair of their hands o.n ' nro 
t o.kin' •om int) tonn t o school . Thcy•ro conbing the country 
for •om, when ,10 ought t:, ho.vo •om right here so ~o co..,."1 knorr 
what's happening to •om, o.nd uhr.t •s going on. " 

Fc.ir Ploy, 
Morgan County , Gcorgin 

Judged by Its PrncticRlity 

"If I hnd it o.11 to go over again, I ' d d:, the so.me , •ccpt 
my dc.ughtors i70uldn•t tnko c.lgcbra nnd geometry . Thoy 
uarricd sick over thc.t stuff , o.nd \7hnt good is it doin• 
•cu. I taught 1 am about c.11 th:\t docs •oo any good n-:m.-" 

Fnir Plo.y, 
Morgen County , Georgia 

As "Our" Scho:, l by Ronson of Common Experiences Incident t o Its Origin 

This com~nity oxpcricncc is r ccnllod with great prido by nll 
t1or.tbors of the cocriuni ty. They spc['.k of tho sch ;ol o.s " .mr 
scho')l11 inc. sonso that tro.nsccnds the ordinnry use of tho torn. 
Tc~chors hnvc come n.nd gone, but the memory of th~t united com-
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r.mni ty and of their c :mtribution centers the life or nll i n the 
institution, conceived not ns on educational institution for t he 
children, but as n social product as inportant to the adults as 
t o t he younger persons . 

Tho school thus becomes the center for o.11 community meetings 
and activities. 

Washington Parish 
Louisiana 

WHAT CONSTITUTES ENTERTAINMENT? 

Social Inter course nooting others, conversing, singing together , 
being toget her . 

Anticipation of Surprise, of Finding the K:nomi in mi unexpected 
Setting (e. g . , hunting , box supper, ghost stories) . 

They toke grent price in their hounds , and tell from every bark 
of the dogs just what is happening , and uhnt every dog is doing. 
A dog on the track furnishes the suectest of music for them. 
They care nothing for the fox, but uunt only to hcnr tho race. 
Wo ran o red fox in the ground o.nd could easily hnve dug him out . 
Mr. Grady snid: 11 If we'd dug that fox out , Pete and Harvey 
Herrin (uho ~ere a.long} uould of had u fit . They co.n 1 t stand 
to catch a fox unless it ' s a sight race ond the ,dogs get hin. " 

--- Fair Ploy, 
Morgnn County , Georgia. 

While rmi ting f or th c crowd to gather, ghost stories .. ore told: 

(1) Mrs . Mintor: "I sho' do believe in 1 0:r.1. I went to 
stay all night at a house uhere a nce.n white man had died. 
Ho pulled six quilts off uv 110 that night . I scroaned 
and sould no t stay in that room. I got in the bed with 
the lady and hor husband, and stayed the rest of tho night. 11 

(2) Mrs. Norvrood: "Woll, a ghost sho• did crank thn.t old 
co.r o. sottin ' in my yard. · Hit hadn ' t run in t u:, yoars . I 
uns lo~nin' ng~i nst it when it cranked. I run in the house 
and locked the doors . " 

Tho Incongruous 

--- Rod Oo.k School 
Stockbridge , Goorgin 

Tho mthors o.nd older folks nctod c.s the "scholars . 11 They drossod 
us children. I acted o.s the toncher. I ho.d t o do sowe frequent 
11hipping. This m1s enjoyed by tho audience nnd e specio.lly by tho 
children of t ho parents getting tho whippings . Mrs . Snlughtcr, tho 
no ther of soverul gro.m children, r:ns tho 11lifo 11 f t hc,., scho~l. Sho 



y;rcs c.rosscc. <'.S a boy and she caught t he spirit rif the thins nn..!. 
did s )l!lC t hings t o h::'..rro.ss the toucher nhi ch b')rd.:;rc-1 ,n thu 
clever . 

Rod Oo.k School 
St ockbridge, Georgia. 

Tho Kiwnninns did o.n excellent :piece of nork in putting on o. 
:progrrun for those people . They took the load, and 1-:ndc the 
program one i n uhich i:u:tny of tho peopl e here participated -­
thread r,inding contests , egg rncos , milk through nipples from 
a. bottle . ]'er; m:ts ca.11 cd on for a sort of welcome address : 
Lockoon did the job . Nothing serious about the progror1. I 
saw r.1on doubled up vri th laughing whon I havon ' t seen conplotely 
relexed and sniling since I've boon hero. Rutledge and Bost­
Yrick \'1orc well reprosontcd. Mo.di son had 30 roprescntu ti ves, 
and Fair Play 11turned out ," tE>nants and all , and there seemed 
to bo no objection t o the 25 cents charge for their plates. 

Fo.ir Play, 
kiorgnn County, Georgia 

WHAT TENOO TO DIVIDE T"tlE COMMUNITY? 

Class L¾nes Defined by Econ~r.lic Differentials 

People gencrn.lly do not liko the Bnrnesos because they arc 
bettor fixed economica lly nnd do not nix ui th o.11 in tho 
community. 

--- Red Oak School 
Stockbridge, Georgia 

Monopoly of Attention , Recognition from Prestige B,!nror 

Only the t TTo livo o.t their house , and tho pre~chors a l ways stop 
with them. This , t oo , might c.ccount for s '1r.1c of the community 
feeling . All like for the pr0~cher t o honor them, but the 
prenchcrs go ~hero they can be assured of a ttention . 

Red Oak School 
Stockbridge , Georgia 

Individual with Desire for Personal Aggro.ndizer:1ent, Yet Able to 
AttP.ch s or.i.e nc:r.ibers of CoI!lmuni ty to Himself • 

. • • • • The biggest trouble is that for n long tine nou, 
ono mnn ho.s run the plc.co. I c':tn't afford t o cnll o.ny 
names , but it won't truce long for you t o lonrn who I ':o1 talk­
ing about . Th0 tonruits nnd poorer people in tho community 
didn ' t like it , became dissatisfied , and n lot of ~om 
said ' All right , wo won't send our kids do\7n thoro. 1 11 

Fo.ir Play 
M)rgan County, Georgia 
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And there is tho 11onc - oon affair" thnt ho.s developed in con­
nection with tho s chool . i trs . Few cnmc horc six y~~rs c.g~ and 
bog~n boarding '7i th G~.n Alair, just across the road fro~ the 
school. Ea.ch tine she needed anything she uent t•? him for it, 
c. nenber of tho Boord of Trustees , uho, it s ccr.1S , did as he uo.s 
asl'.:cd , or snu that it uo.s done . For six yea.rs t hat pr ocess 
continued . rt has hnd i ts effect upon t ho patrons. That has 
doubtless 1>lc.yed n large port in t he dove lopment of a s i tuo. tion 
in. ,'l'hioh the " patrons" of t he sch?ol fool t hat tho s chool is not 
theirs . 

Fair Pl ay, 
~brgo.n County, Georgie 

WHA.T EVIDENCES OF SUPPORT .AND REENFORCEMENT OF 
ONE INSTITUTION BY ANO'IID,"'R? 

Reenforcement 

Tho preacher t ol d r1c of the change in church spirit uince our 
arrival . I o.skod hi n ,,hot p orticular changes could ho note . 
He sai d , " They ho.vo volunteered t o put in the lights . 11 (Ho 
moo.nt hQro tho windou i)ones. They had t alked of doing this 
for r1onths . ) H.., a lso sai d tho church acti vi tics had increa.sod. 
Ho pronisod t.) br ing his ,ri fe o.nd f n...":l.ily t o visit nnd pledged 
his cooperation uith us in Tihc.tovor we attempted. 

"Strain for Consistency" Injected 

Rod Oak Scnool 
st·Jckbridgo , Georgia 

The pastor there , an ignorant, r c~ctiono.ry type uho precchod a 
doctrine of fear, s t omping ~nd s pluttering, apparently to 
frighten the young people t nnd older ones , t oo ) into co~o.rdly 
goodness •• • • stated omphnticnlly thnt ' eddiM.tion 1 (with 
a meaningful look at us) uouldn 1 t ao people ' no good ' if they 
didn 't hove tho Gr~ce 0f God (TThich ho never cx~lo.ined) in 
their henrts . "I nin ' t never ho.d no cddica tion," ho boasted. 

" 1 p '(IJ'M>, It _,_J,Jo-

Poynter Colll!lll.lnity 
Pinc Bluff , Ark~ns~s 

Ho .P,iot·~ pictured t he end 0 f tho earth , Judgment , "when the 
dead shall be r a ised fr~~ the grnvc, the right e ) us shall be 
curr ied t '.) hcnvcn, the unrighteous sha ll fall down as dend men. " 
Tho unright eous ho then loft t o their fc~rful fate, and pciturcd 
heaven for the righteous TThcre tho .. ooon ~ould not have t o scrub 
c lothes and c )ok, •,1herc the men U()uld not have t o 1,ilou, nnd the 
children "could play all the tino , and never h'.3.vc to go to 
school. 11 

Fair play 
Morgan Count-y , Geor gia 



We ,1erc intr(iduced, made uolcom.e n.nd inforr.icd by t he :i_JTC~' chor 
in fr,,nt of the cudioncc that education «o.s not neces sury, 
that he didn ' t hnvo any, o.11 that was needed was 11 to be celled." 

•I 

WHAT GIVES LIFE ZEST? 

Explorer's Diary 
Florence R. Boo.tty 

Meritorious Rocogi.1ition Within or Outside of Group 

..... I never nillforget when my girl was coming nlong . She 
,1as tr-.king nusic o.nd her te:1chor '17etntod her to plo.y in n recital, 
which meant that I ,1auld hc.vc t '> got n dross and other things for 
her thnt ~ould cost tuolvo or fifteen dollars , end I couldn't see 
thnt nuch in it. I ,10.sn • t no.king much m:>ney then ond hnvo d,)ne 
better since , Woll, her tenchcr co.oc to soo no o.nd told me thnt 
if I nouldn ' t .she would , and of course I wouldn 't let her do thnt . 
So tho dress HO.S bought. You cnn•t get around o. wonan uhen she 's 
got her nind rode up. Nou, I rrcnt to the roci t al nnd snt in the 
br.ck. W'ncn her time cm:io she Ymlkcd out 0n the sto.go , o.nd climbed 
up qn tho st-,ol , and r,lnyod her nur.ibcr . There u::i.sn' t much t o it , 
but ·whcn she finished , n friend of nine lea.nod over and told me 
horr pretty she was n11d how uell she played for her nge, and he 
so.id h~· knm: I w:,.s pr oud of her. Well , I thought it uns a.bout 
t he sweetest t hing I' d ever soon or honrd, and I stuck out my chest 
just like I o,:ncd tho r;or:ld. 

Fnir Pl oy, 
Morgon County , Gcorgio. 

Menning Att~ched t ::i Life Experiences by Religious Dofinitions 

Elemental satisf~ctions II 

Mr . Eddie : 

Forernnn : 

Mr. Eddie : 

\J)4. I!"" .,_ 

:;Anything vrould be g::iod tor us nor, , 1 co.us0 \70 hongry. 
Yor know when ycr hongry , good is Jes ' good onyhon." 

"I wonder of rich folks enjoy en tin' •" 

11No.u, yor know they don' like you and me . Thoy jes 
ants cause its there n.ny time tor o~t , but they don ' 
really enjoy it . 
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WHAT MAKES FOR COM:,tUNITY SOLIDARITY? 
MOR.ALE? ESFRIT DE CORPS? 

Funoral8 nnitc . Vicarious pnrt icipntion i n beronvoncnt of 
Anothor.Rcenforcos Sontim.cnt of belonging Together 

The sisters The remhins r,crc then r-,llod over to tho fnnily . 
nnd br·o-thors of tho dond r.iun looked on sP..dly. 
out . Tho ,..-ife wns qui to pitiful uhcn she got 
All in her black veil , she leaned wny over and 

Ono sister cried 
up to l ook in. 
moaned nnd r:ru.mblcd 

a few things . ],'vcrybody scened touched. 

Cor.inon Lo.bor 

-- Rod Oak School 
Stockbridge , Georgia 

• • • . • The 11chirmoy r aising" \7aS a regular connuni ty affair. 
Mr . Sholl nnd Mr . McIntyre were the offic ial originators of tho 
idoo. , and they both ~orkod just os hard ns any of the other men. 
The occupant of tho house , n uidow, was a tenant of Mr. McIntyre ' s . 
Hor chir:moy ho.d fallen and , ns is the cust')r.1 in these pc.rts , tho 
men of tho c omuni ty -- s,:,nc rThi to n.nd sx10 colored -- t0ok tho 
dny ~ff t o build n nud chir.mey for her. {1ir . Sholl ho.d oxploincd 
to·us that this is for cJlorod as well as uhitc tcnnnts and that it 
is obou t the only type of tho old cornr,runi ty "bees" thc..t is still 
in oper r,t ion nround here. ) In return for tho work, tho Tiido\7 
cooked nnd served a big dinner to all tho non. 

Com..":lllnit y Expor icnces 

Poynter Co!:ll11unity 
Pinc Bluff , Arkansas 

Unlike other rur~l comr:runitios in vhich the church is gener~lly 
supposed b be the center of co:rrrrunity life, the school is the 
center of com.~w1ity activity a.t st~r Crock . 'Ihe building it­
self , n throe r--.om Roscn11--.ld Sch•::iol , was built by n reranrknbl e 
oxhibi tion )f c -:>ninuni ty C;)Opernti:m , wd the memory of this feet 
hns croa.tod an addi tiono.l bond f,:)r the cor.miuni ty . 

Inmcdiatcly nftor the War, when tho price of cotton gave econo­
mic security to the co~l!11unity it has never since enjoyed , the 
members of the community obtained a RosenTTa.ld grunt- in- aid. 
They then rented n snall smi nill , bought sorac timber thn t uas 
still standing, and cut tho trees , sc.v,od the timber , and hnulod 
it to the si to of tho school where they erected tho structure. 
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Porsonc.l Crisos 

.••. • The TTorkcrs -- jovial but earnest , pcrfor~od l nbJr­
ious to.sks ui t h o.l..'"lost l ':l'ling :;:mtionco, joking \Ii. th er.ch ')thor 
the uhilo ! I n:iticod cnrcfully t'> soo if there uas o!ly divi­
sion of labor TThich 1;1nrkoc'l, tho kinc1 of ti'.'.s!cs tho c:ilorod or 
uhi to ; ten p crf""r!"lod . such scened not to bo tho cnsc , as 
there •·!ere b0 t :1 , :hi to ami. c'>lorccl ong2.ged in every stage of 
tho n~rk. 

Mr . Sholl tolls us th:1t the Sf'.:.'10 s pirit prcvuils nhcncver any 
mcr.ibor of tho c rnuni ty needs hol y, -- 11hcthcr it be sickness, 
do~th , fire , or uhntover kind of calru::.ity. 

Poynter Connunity 
Pinc Bluff , Arkcnsns 

WHO ARE PRESTIGE BE.:.RERS? 

The J?rol'.chor 

All like for tho pro~chor to hJnor thoM, but tho prcnchors go 
whor e they con be assured of attention. 

The Teacher 

Rod Oak School 
Stockbridge , Georgia 

Miss Ruth CanG~Y repres ents , in ny opinion , tho perfect rurnl 
tonchor type . She is originnl, ros0urcoful , synvothctic ui th 
and in c omplcto ndjust!lont to hor rur11l surr::iundings . She h')lds 
tho respect of t h e c~L.ounity ~nd t ho sch:)ol offi ci~ls . She 
lovos her chiL'.ron n!ld ,1or \,Ork; '1nd :r,a.rcnts sensing this in her , 
will f oll or; her in n.ny endeavor . She hns boon contr".cting for 
four and fi vc H"'1nths' s et ')01 t or n ~t ::i. sc.l.".ry nf f'>rty- fi vc dol­
lars por month -- nost -.f ·.•h ich , i t ur :.-,enr s , :.s t c k,:m ur, in 
extensi ~n courfJC fees , l i vi r.g ox, cnscs, 11n cl ;.1a.torinls f or her 
uork ,1hich she cnnn.; t g 0t fro:i. the sch:)o l bee.rd . Despite this, 
I nevor honrd her ,rhi no ~,r --r,..imble , oxcor t t::i l o.ncn t the f,c t 
tlnt tho chilrlre!l h'lvc t " be r et :--r cu1. n:=i a result )f s h-'.'rt term 
sch0ol. The su11ncr scho,')l pll'n c rnc <!tl n result ::,f her porsua.-
sion nnd cnthusinsr:1, c.nc.1 it h:'.s norm t 1:1uch t') tho ~JUpils -is 
well ns to herself . 

"BiG Folks11 fron t ho outs ide 

P,,yntor C·)m•,mni ty 
Pinc Bluff , Arknnsus 

"Miss Ruth tol' ,10 y 1all gonnr. ha ve sor.x:i big f .)lll!S dorm hyoo.h 
t 'visit , and \TO m:mts t ::i h<!vc d' church l0okin ' nice rihcm dey 
gi ts hyonh . 11 (They never think in tcr--:1S :)f i nproving their sur­
roundings for their mm bcn0fi t, it scans , and Misu Canady hes 
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to goad them ?n by 11 threntoning" thor.1 TTi th visitors . 

The "White Mnn . 11 

Poynter c~mr.runity 
Pino Bluff, Arkcnsas 

A sch,:iol ro:,: ,;ns intoxicnted o.t tho Hallouo 1 on school 1m.rty . 
Tho p rinci~:ll loft the r:r.rty and ~ro~o to Cnlhou.~ to got the 
rrhi to deputy t0 arrest tho boy . When /'\skocl ·.rhy ho did n)t 
settl e tho r.it~ttor hinscl f inasmuch ns t ho lad ,ms only o. 
scho0l boy, the i:rincipnl so.id : " I r.ior..n to roc.lly break u;_; 
this disorderly conduct nt school aff airs . I pl oo.dod ~ith 
t hen c.11 ln.st yonr o.nd this is our first o.ffo.ir for tho 
schrio l year , o.nc1 they nro s tnrt ing out . They won ' t lis ton 
t o r.1e but they ' ll list en t o t ho ,7hite r:mn. " 

Education Hus Presti ge Vo.luc 

Ouochi t c. Parish 
Louis ia.nn. 

Spent tho noruing nt the store where I engt~god tho store- koo1:>0r 
in c,:mvers~ti m . Ho o~)olo13ized over c.nd over again for the 
fact that he did no t got an aduc:itj_on that \i'US available . Vlhon 
he nos 15 he uaG still in the 3rd 3r ~do boco.uso ho u)uld not 
nttcnd. 

Fair Play , 
Morgan county , Georgia 

Not the Couuty Agent 

Thon n questi)n as t) h)~ tho oth3r pooflo about res~oncod t o 
tho effort s of tho County agent 

"Well , yC1u take tho Honbys dorm tho road there. They 
r11n ' t :)ay no ' ton ti m tJ hui r,1uch , ' cause they boon 
f::-.rrlin ' nll their life :-.nd thoir f -?l ks before t hem, o.nd 
they fi~gor ho cnn't know o.s r.iuch as they clo about 
ff\rrtin ' , ' s:;>eciQlly uhon r.c got most ~ ' his out ' n n book ; 
lcf\st tho. t ' s ,;,hQ t they think . 11 

WHAT IS S'l'A'IUS OF CHILLDREN IN FL\lILIES? 

Lo.bot Sup:,ly 

He Sl"l.id he nould. keor, his olc1cr children ::>Ut until the c?tton 
nnz picked. He s ~id " I muld send then nn,: , but honestly I 
need t -:> keep than. When times r1erc .?;J )(1 , I could .!)O.Y grmm 
up neighbor s t o hol~: nc , but now I .'.Un unnble to M.rc hol?, 
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and thorof0 ro ha.vo tJ Y.ec~ ny children ~ut . 

--- Fnir Plo.y 
Morgan CJunty , Georgia. 

Yisitetl schoc,l this morning._ Talked possibility of orgo.n1z1ng 
girls' sil1[;ir¾'3 grou:i:, TT i th Miss Cnno.dy . Sho suggested thn t nc 
nr1.it until n0ro boys cor.io in. l'[ost of tho larger boys still 
out pickins cotton. rt soons tho girls nnd the smaller chil-
dren get in school first , th0 boys bcir,g ke~t out to finish 
"scrC.l)i-:ing" cotton. 

Poynt or Cor.ir.n.mi ty 
Pinc Bluff , J.rko.nsns 

All of tho boys oxcopt tho -very s.mo.11 tots snid they had t::> 
plou, nnd 2no of tho girls said she did all the plo\7ing boforc 
her brothers Y:crc old en:)Ugh to do it. Most of tho Girls, 
ho uover , only hoc and pick cotton ns their sho.rc of tho f~rn 
,,ork. 

P0yntor coru:runi ty 
Pinc Bluff, Arkcns~s 

Ca.so 0£~ StOI)-Chi_l51:._jGirl) - -_ Sex Object. (but Condemned by C%1r.1uni ty) 

On our y;ay hnr10 uo sc.r: n t:omn stundinG in the middle of the 
rond uo.vinr:: i or us t ~> s t o:' tho co.r. wo did . rt r10.s Mrs . 
Nor,1ood , one ·>f the i1ntr--ms. She TTo.s crying o.s she a.skcd 
if ,10 mull~ t':.o her o. f ~.v,-:ir . we c..slrnd. ,iho. t it y;:-is . She 
s:?..id she ,10ne1cr0d if' uc r:ould ~)ick U :;_) her child ITh:.>n. we 
n0Ulc'. l'!leot Ui) tho r oc.d. She s".i d the child uus hors by her 
flirst husbnncl ru:1d th<'.t rfir. Nornood, her scc-:mcl husbo.nc1 , hc.d 
;:mt tho girl :mt of doors . The g ir 1 , sh c s c id , nus nnlking 
to Atlnnta , t·,1onty-fivc :·1ilcs . She ,;m.ntod us t e ~lick her 
u;, o.nd take her to her (lv".irs . NorITo .)c'P s) sister ' s h:>uso in 
Atlnnta. , on Jnckson Stroot . Tho girl "170ulcl be able to shou 
us uhnt h:rnsc . Suro onough , o.s we ncnt c.long, v;e :)Vortook 
this girl -- about sixteen yoo.rs of ago, unlking touord 
Atl-".nta m th t uo lcrgo bundl0s . we t,::,ok hor in tho car ruid 
cnrriecl her t0 Atlcntn to her aunt ' s houso . Tho girl sc.id 
she hru:1. boon driven fron her sto~f~thor•s house before -- nnd 
that she ha.d onco hod him nrrcstcd. ;lftor thr-i.t she nent to 
live in Atl, ntn , but that recently, her 1:uthor ho.u cone nfter 
her . This rnrticulnr nftorn -.,_)n her stcpfc.thor hr..d driven 
her cuo.y ngnin. 

We csked her why she ho.cl i~rovi 0usly t,~d 12.®- atc1-feU"'.r arrested... 
She lo0kecl ashnned and se.id 11 s ~•r1otMng bad thllt b.Q ualitcd oo to 
do . " We then as!wd nhat ;;:as done about it . She so.id her step-
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father had ho.d her rothor to "ho.vc the case to.kon u, ." wo 
learned nftor, fron rumors, that the girl ucs pregnant and 

. that uns why sho Hns nskod to l o~vo this socond tim0. 

Tho j_>O:)pl o of the c:nmtry cnll the N)rtroods "hcc.thon". 

Rod Oak School 
Stockbridge, Ge,rgin 

WHAT ATTITUDES , SENTIMENTS BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS m FAMILY? 

Mori to.l 

They hnve been rao.rricd tuonty years nnd , as they soy they ' re 
"still courtin' ." 

Tho Clan 

Poynter Co1:ununi ty 
Pino Bluff , !.rknnsns 

Those fonily 0roups ore cxtrcracly larce, including -- uith 
cousins, nophc,1s , nieces, nnd grr'.ndchildrcn -- from tHo to 
three hundr ed pcrsora belonging to each of tho r.io.jor fc.nily 
groups. 

WHAT IS RESPECTi.BLE? 

To Kill n "Bad Mo.n . " 

"Do you ronlly think ho V10uld hnvo killed him?" 

"'flould ho? Ho >1ouldna nissod it. Butler knorrcd Mr . Johnson 
don o killod t wo men a.nd his son sh:>t u~J n follou and noi thor on0 
of tnom ain't sorvod no time. You soc Hr . Johnson don ' t bother 
n0body. Ho likes his likkor and his ronon , but ho don ' t novcr 
try to pick no fuss or nuthin. :Mr. Butler ho ovorbo~ring and 
t ho whi to folks knorr it . They d.)ne told tuo or throe folks 
uhat t~ld thorn thincs Mr. Butler d0ne, t 1 kill him o.nd they'd 
sec t0 it they don ' t s;)cnd c. dny in j a.il . 11 

"Do y'"lu think thnt 's 11hy :Mr. Johnson didn ' t sorvc any time uhon 
he killed tb:>sc mon?" 

"Yesun, I ' r:i f.l?st sho cc.use tho non ho killed r,os sposo to be 
bod guys nnd they kept up disturbance in the cor.ounity qll the 
tine nnd the uhitc folks knoucd it. " 
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WHJ.T C,'J.LS OUT CENSURE? 

Inconsistent Rolir;ious Affilintions 

"I d:m ' t boli ovo in that man Ho.rvey. I don't ca.ro 
nothin' nbout listin ' to hin. Ho ' s t\7O- f2.cod ns hell . 
Know what ho done? He coulc1n' t got n ~lo.co to pronch 
for tho Methodists , so ho turned B~ptist so ho could 
got n place . Ho ' s two-f~ced, nnd ain ' t nothin' to him. 

Fair Play 
M:>rg11n CoW1ty, Gcorgin 

"Jubilees" Singing in tho Church 

,:Miz Lu so.y she d~m ' t k0or for Jubilees singin ' in tho church . 
rt ' s ~11 ri 2:ht in tho schoolhou se, but it nin' t right in the 
church. Miz Gcbe asked her, ' Whyn ' t it all right in the 
church? They docs it . ' " (Jubilee , those r:1instrol- quP.si 
tr0u1,os rrith seculnr s ongs :.1ixoc1 r1ith o thers) . 

Washington Parish 
Louisiann. 

EVIDENCES OF INAD~Ul.TELY TRAINED TEI.CHERS 

The folloninG nrc jottings ns mndc when observing to~ching at 
Mi nera l Springs School: "Visit t1ith Mr. ID:nnnuol - Oct . 18. 
Pupils nnrch in , boys keeping on their hats long after they 
enter. Roll c a ll. Class in nrithnetic called: 6 boys and 
4 girls . Teacher: "What \70.S the assignr.1cnt? 11 Pu~)ils : 
"Problems on pr.go 23 and 14. 11 (No nonti-'.> n or e.:::i:;_)hnsis )n typo) . 
Without uniting to sec TThn t pupils c~n do , teacher , trucing lend 
in uorking problens Jn bonrd for students - - little need for 
students t J study. Group ros:;:mnso to most qucsti ) ns asked. 
Teacher: "¼ is ½ of ilha t?11 

( asked and answered by teacher) . 
Tortchor: "What do y"Ju hrwo t) know to divide a. fraction," 
(Thero ,1crc n fo;, guesses -- nns,10r su:),: liod by te:-ichor). Two 

g irls in bQck sent not intorostod , apparently. Looking in 
cnndy box •• • •• Class givon busy ~ork nt sonts • ••• 
individunl conching of .,,. girl who continue s to g ive tho wrong 
nnsr10r •••• Pnpcrs arc collccto(: fron clo,ss • • •• Assign­
ment gi von: Ton ?rro\7 we will r oci to t .:-.blc -:in frnct i::inul parts 
of n dollo.r; ~c •ll hnvc more drill on ~dditi ) n, subtr'1.ction , 
r.rultiplic"'.ti0n, nnd d i vision of fr:1cti ')ns . work :Hoblo1:1s unr.cr 
onch of t h-)sc horcr'. i P.,f;S . You ,,erk -'ls mnny ".S you +1kc a nd bring 
mo three under cnch handing , n nfl. ~ 0 1 11 havo SQmc Qlnckb?a.rd 
drills." • • • class \-:ns excused . The :) crigd wn s 15 n i nutos 
l 0ng . 
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9:55 J_µstory - "Hhnt is your assignncnt for tot:['.y? This 
quost.i.+Jn ,ms nskoc1 by the teacher f'cur tines before "(uesti0ns 
on :1a.sc __ " r;o.s r,i ven as rc:1ly. "Mnry 1 you tell us o.bout 
Y.fa.r;;ollan ' s v:iyflt::,o . " 11!.~ollan' s voyC'.go uas - - he took 300 
ncns ," she □tQod nnhile , then sat dorm ni thout c:>1::1:;loting her 
statc·:nnt . Curtis stood -- "Colum.bus" -- looked around , fun­
bled uith his pencil snt dorm. K. c. -r 11Don 1 t know. 11 Fanny: 
nM.'t,Soll an sailed directly a round tho ,1orld. 11 Lesson based on 
questions in book, purils cucssinc at ans,1crs . Mary , trying to 
recall book stntonont, failed, sat dowj. K. c. called t o road, 
did not knou the place . PUrils told to check questions they 
could not nnswor . "Turn to tho next cha:i_,tor . European Begin-
nings of Our History. 

Ail'l: 1 . To learn uhy Euror~ plays a part i n the beginning of 
our history. 

2 . To study t:10 introducti0n nnd lonr:i hou tho pooplo of 
Europe nndo 1.v:10rica ,1hnt it is today. 

3 . Why Did Eur0pev.ns to.kc a pnrt in dove .lD; iag :J!lcricn, 
4. Study quosti 0ns under i:crt 1 and 2 . Class oxcusod. 11 

10:55 Col"lrlorcinl Geogr~~hy. 

Tuo boys in clcss , one aeons backuard. Ono is ~skod to road 
fron tho bool{. stunblos a.low; , misrronouncir.G nn.ny cor.mon 
wor ds . He o. ttoni)ted to tell uhnt he hod rco.d, ,1as scarcely o.blo 
to do so . 
Theso students need fundumntcls on brcakine Y/ords ir:to sylnblcs. 
• • • • • 11\;ork out ;:'rob lens on ~Xlgc 28. Class excused . 

11:25 Geacral History 

Ancient E{;ypt - - Questions on ,~so 20. Rcs~onse Good. Dis-
cussing ago of mn.n a s revio~. Simon r.as n good undcrstnndinG. 
So ouch of this lesson coul 0. bo Gotten fr?n n discussi ,n of 
"Go dov,n M-,sos . 11 

Ou:'lchi t o. Pc.rish 
Louislar.o. 

EVIDENCES OF .:.YTICI :O.. .TOrlY 1,.'rTI'FJDE TO';!.,.,.RD ROS:ENTTJJ,D FUND 

Thero is no contact ~ith the~e ~oo~lo t hat docs not lead at once 
t o t he question ns t~ uhcther or ~ot ttoro is ar-y ooney or nuter­
inl hel p comir.g to thor.1 from the Fund to "build us a no\7 school. " 

Fnir Pley 
Morgan county, Georgia. 
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Moans for RonJ.izing Desires Lonf; Ro;rcssod by Circumstnncos 
(Cornunist r,; i vcs no:. d0fini ti -;n to old i)rJblcr.1) 

PeoJlc soc~ ~utucrdly hn~py - - but undornc~th it all is c deep 
unrest c':lnccrnius n:mcy , unoqu:,.l distributi ,:m -,f fedorr..l o.id , 
~):>Or houses • etc . This is ovidonccd by c :>nvcrs"\ti ·ms conccrn-
inr; thcmscl ,•cs, :-.nd concorni11G :-,_ ccrt0.in lecturer who hns boon 
s ::_)enking in tho comnunity. 

Mrs . Duncnn nnc'! I 11ont t, Rocky r.1ountnin n:;r.in to hear Mrs . 
Colli er give one of her lectures . A lnrGo croTTd uns disrcrs-
ing. The Sj_, cakcr ho.d n:,t r-.rri vcd. They \7erc very disrrppointcd 
and were lcnvir1(1 • u;-on inquiry , ~7c lonrncd thnt Jco::-le hnd c~mc 
fr0r.1 places as fc.r ns ten nilcs nwo.y . 
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