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DIGEST OF THEZ
FIAST DIARTES OF THE EXPIORERS

One purpose of the explorers' record of observotions in the
cormunities was to provide such a picture of the life of the people as
could only be obtained by a participant observer. The assurption back
of this experiment was that such a picture could prove useful to the
counsellors in studying the intinnte educational needs of these rural
people, both with respsct to content and to methods of instruction,

The firgt efforts of the explorers were handicapped by uncertainty of
procedure and a diversity of activities as well as of objectives. The
first diariss, thus, reflect this mixture of purposes, although they
reveal many interesting facets of lifee

Following the Atlanta meeting on January 4-6, 1935, more definite
suggestions were given as a guide to observation. The digest herewith
presented oovers the first diaries only, and these, as indicated, did not
lend themselves readily to summarization in any convenient frame of refer-
ences

Some general observations are possible on the basis of these
reports!

1) Corrmnity patterns and backgrounds vary widely and signifi-

cantly and these differences are reflected in the 1life and

traditions of the people.

2) The Negro comrmmity, with rare exceptions, is not an isolated

unit, but a part of a larger corrmnity including the whites. The

race relatvions within the corrmnity are affected by and in turn

affect other élements of lisgro life, fror economic status to

schooling.

3) Along with the overwhelning prestige of?%ﬁ%‘nhite corrmunity,
there appearf in each comrmnity white residents with kindly and



helpful intorests in the Negro ponulation, variously exprossed.

4) The cultural lovel of the Neero population reflocts the cul-
tural lovel of the white, suggesting that the level of one group
carnot be raised indemendently.

5) The importance to any nrozram of individuals who have prostige
in the community is implicit in all of the reports. These frequent-
ly turn out to be porsons other tiian onc selocted by the outsider as

examplary.

6) The school in tho community is in one immortant respect, an im-
ported institution to which adjustmont must be made without re-
lation to the follmays of the group, or tho adjustment aftorwards
of those who comnlete thc required years of schooling to corymani £y
life.

7) Therc is a recurrence of evidences of helf-hecarted attempts at
prosecuting certain institutional objectives and at the same time
an oagerness to confom to patterns of bchavior which give a great-
er measure of status and recognition from the white world.

€) The quality of the schonl is closoly related to the whole round
of collective lifc, and in this the economic clement scems of pri-
mary importance.

9) There is, it would appear, from renmeated observations, a dis-
tinct difference between the exnectotions of bohavior enforced by
a group (the family, the total cormunity) and those formulated by
the schools.

10) The folkways of the Negro group are similar at most points to
those of the white groum of the same or a slightly carlier veriod.

11) Personal rolations betweon certain whitcs and Wegroes are
maintained without rofercnce to general racisl sontiment.

12) The communitics scldom appear to be "intozrated." Tensions
are frequent; factional disnutes take on immortance; there
is an undercurrent of insccurity and unrcst which bresks through
formalizod modes of reereantion and diversion.

13) There is reflected o nced of patteorns of bohavior based
w'on new standards of health, clcanliness, art expression,
religious worship and upon a tradition of schooling.

14) Contacts with tho outer world are made throush (a) 1lotters
from absent family members or acquaintances; (b) returned mi-
grants;  (c) occasional travellers; (d) travellinz shows
and circuses; (9) trips to market; (£) automobile and
railroad personnel; (2) newspapers.



15) Modern conveniences, high living standards, economic securily,
are not yet within the tradition.

In the first gro{:p of rqports with perhaps few exceptions, more at-
tention was given to recording the reporters' impressions than to pre-
senting a picture of the community. There is also a considerable recoré
of the reaction of individuals to the reporter himself. Insofar as these
reveal attitudes they are important, but the impressions which are in-
cidental to the reporters adjustment to the community, while useful auto-
biographical data, do not tell =z great deal about the community.

During the first period, there was considerable concern about ex-
Plaining satisfactorily the presence of the reporter in the community.
The identification of the remorter with the Rosonwald Fund in numbers of
cases appeared to introduce an artificial slant into the situation, thus,
conceivably jeopardizing naturalness in the groups. Further, some dis-
tortion is evident in the apnaront expectation of financial aid.

In several instances there is manifest a disposition to criticize
local morcs, either dircectly or by impmlication, which could and in some
instances apparently did contribute to hostility and aloofness toward the
reporter. In other instances the criticism may have proved useful if the
role of the reporter was also one of active leadershiv in the school or

conmuni ty.

From the various remorts extracts are made illuminating illustra-

tive obsgervations and arranzed under geoneral capntions.

In the digest of thecse materinle there has been most valuable as-

sistance from Dr. Donald Picrson.



WHAT DO THE FEOPLE THINK ABOUT? TALK ABOUT?

Problems Common to all: means of adjustment.

Traditional Pefinitions of Acts Conducive to Welfare,

(Some superstitions of the primary children).

It is bad luck to burn persimmon or sassafras wood.

It is bad luck to permit a young baby to look into a looking glass,.

It is bad luck to step cver the feet of another person.

It is bad luck for two people to comb the hair of a third at the same
time. The youngest will die soon.

It is bad luck to tie or fasten one shoe before the other shoe is put on.

It is bad luck to turn back when on one's way somewhere.

If both feet itch, one will walk on strange land.

It is bad luck to walk with one shoe on and the other off.

Never permit a stranger to rest his hat on your bed.

Two people must never sweep at the samo time in the same room.

Whoen teeth are pulled, never throw them out, burn them,

Never burn bread,

Never carry out ashes or sweep after the sun goes down,

If it rains in a grave that is dug beforc a burial, another grave
will be dug soon,

Pecople kin to a corpse should never assist in the digging of the grave.

Never sneezc with bread in one's mouth,

If food drops out of one!s mouth while eating, onec will hear of a death.

Cover clock faces and mirrors when a corpse is in the house,

If a black cat crosscs one's path, spit in your hat,

If you hear a screech owl at night, tic a knot in a sheet, turn your
pocket inside out, turn a chair upside down, or turn a shoe upside
down.

Never cut out a dress on Friday.

When fishing, never let your pole cross that of another person fishing.
It will hinder your catches for that day.

--= Red Oak School
Stockbridge, Georgia

Case of Married Young Man: "Clothes, Shaving Soap, Razors, Football."

Neel, 20 years, is married, lives here. Married in the Spring,
he nevertheless spends most of his spare time in my room, comes
blustering in at all hours without knoeking, and talks of clothes,
shaving soap, razors, and football,

--- Fair Play,
Morgan ﬁdumty, Goorgia



Topics Discussed: (Grain, Bankheoad Bill and Cotton, lalos lottor tacn ITorces ---

for Farm Work, Circus, CCC Camp; Bats, how cookod, ~uddua Deatn

At store in aftornoon, where topics of conversation wore grain, tho
Bankhead Bill and cotton; whhother mules were better than horses for
ferm work, tho eireus at Rutledge, thoe CCC camp, what the beys cat
thore and how it is cooked; and particularly about the carponter
there who dropped dead whilc he was driving a stob.

-- Fair Play,
Morgan County, Georgia

HOW IS THE SCHOOL CONCEIVED BY MIMBERS OF COMMUNITY?

As_Soﬁothing Worthy »f Personal Effort

Five mothers camec for morning exercises. "Ton fathers came to
work at school. This was a surprise to usi They worked on the
roof, brought wood, removed benches, mowed the grounds, plowed
ground,

(E.P.Canon) went to school to varnish scats on Saturday -- about
noon, The people saw ny car. Fifteen camc -- four men, four
women, and seven children, They varnished, sewed curtains, etec.
until it was dark cenough to go and get lamps from the church.

Ten pupils came to school on their way to Sunday School,  They
stop in whenever thoy secc the door open.

Mr. Evans camc. He says the trustees and other men arc coming to

the school to work on Monday. (They decided this among themselves
and wanted t» surprisc us, they said, since they saw us doing so
rmch.

-== Red Qak School
Stockbridge, Georgia

Children washed windows after achool, with their rags freezing
in their hands overy two or three minutes. Thoy certainly like
to work in their school!

-~= Poynter Comrunity
Pine Bluff, Arkansas
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As Something Worthy of Child's Undivided Attontion

An old lady accompanios hor grandchildren to school every day
and romains all day to sco thant they mind the tcacher. "and
if they don't, she said, brandishing a wrinkled fist, "I jes
clew ten nysoclf."

-=-= Poynter Corrmnity
Pinc Bluff, Arkonsas

As "Vacation" on Part of Children

Dean White of Livingstono College, who was visiting me during
the holidays, and who made thesc visits with mc, cxpressecd sur-
prisc when the childron all said they would be glad when school
opened again, To them, going to school is vacation, whilc stay-
ing at home means very hard work, and no play at all,

--= Poynter Corrmnity
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

Consolidation Viowed as an Instance of Urban-Rural Conflict

"Well now, I'll tell you what a lady told me not so long ago

e « o« ¢« ¢ Sho's a vencradble cld lady, and still has her fire.
Now sho told mo theat 'thosc town and city folks arc too cvor-
lastin' busy and lazy to have chillun and raisc 'ecme Thoy
have to have *om for a good big school. And so they can

have 'em like that thoy'ro ecoming to the country whero we
still havo time, and know how, and love to have *om and raise
‘o, and are snatchin' 'om by the hair of their hoads an' are
takin' fom in to town to schools They'reo combing the country
for *om, when wo ought to have *om right here so we can know
vhat's happening to fom, and whot's going on."

--=- Fair Play,
Morgan County, Georgia

Judged by Its Practicality

"If I had it all to go over again, I'd do the sameo, 'cecpt
my deughters wouldn't take algobra and geonetry. They
worricd sick ovor that stuff, and what good is it doin'
fen, I taught 'om about 211 that docs 'om any good nowe"

-~-= Tair Play,
Morgen County, Georgia

As "Our" School by Reason of Common Expericnces Tncident to Its Origin

This commnity cxporicncc is roccalled with great pride by all
nembers of the corrmnity. Thecy speak of the school as “our
schoo1l" in o sconse that transcends the ordinary use of the term.
Tenchers have come and gone, but the memory of that united com-
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rmunity and of their contribution centers the life of all in the
institution, conceived not as an cducational institution for the
children, but as a social product as important to the adults as

to the younger porsons.

The school thus becomes the conter for all community mectings
and activities.

-- Washington Parish
Louisiana

WHAT CONSTITUTES ENTERTAINMENT?

Social Intercourse (mooting others, conversing, singing together,
being togethor).

Anticipation of Surprise, of Finding the Known in an Unexpected
Setting (c.g., hunting, box supper, ghost stories).

They take great price in their hounds, and tell from every bark
of the dogs just what is happening, and what cvery dog is doing.
A dog on the track furnishes the swectest of music for them,

They care nothing for the fox, but want only to hcar the racc.

We ran a red fox in the ground and could easily have dug him out,.
Mr. Grady said: "If we'd dug that fox out, Petc and Harvey
Herrin (who werce along) would of had a fit. They can't stand

to cateh a fox unless it's a sight race and the .dogs get him,"

--- Fair Play,
Morgan County, Goorgia.

While waiting for the crowd to gather, ghost stories were told:

(1) Mrs. Minter: "I sho' do beliecve in 'em. I went to
stay all night at a house whore a rican whitc man had died,
He pulled six quilts off uv me that night. I screaned

and sould not stay in that room. I got in tho bed with

the lady and hor husband, and stayed the rcst of thoe night."

(2) Mrs. Norwocd: "Wcll, a ghost sho' did crank that old
car a sottin' in my yard., Hit hadn't run in tw> yoars. I
was leanin' agoinst it when it cranked. I run in the house
and lockcd the doors."

-=~ Red 0ak School
Stockbridge, Geoorgia

The Incongruous

The rothers and older folks acted as the "scholars.," They dressod

as children. I acted as the teacher. I had to/do some freguent
whipping. This wns onjoyed by the audience and especially by the
childron of tho parents getting the whippings. |Mrs. Salughter, t
rother of several grown children, was the "life" 'of the schosl,

-I?—
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vns dressed os a boy and she caught the spirit of the thing and
did some things 1o harrass the teacher which bordered on the
clever.

=== Reod 0ak School
Stockbridge, Georgia

The Kiwanians did an exccllent picce of work in putting on a
program for these peonle. They took the lead, and made the
program oncé in which many of the peoplec herc participated --
thread winding contosts, egg races, milk through nipples from
a bottle. Tow was called on for a sort of welcome address:
Lockman did the job., Nothing sorious about the program, I
saw rien doubled up with laughing whom I haven't scen complotely
rclexed and sniling since I've been here. Rutledge and Bost-
wick were well rcproscnted. Madison had 30 representatives,
and Fair Play "turncd out," tenants and all, and there seccomed
to bo no objection to the 25 conts charge for their platos.

=== Fpir Play,
Morgan County, Georgia

WHAT TENDS TO DIVIDE THE COMMUNITY?

Class Lincs Defined by Economic Difforcntials

Pcople gencrally do not like the Barncscs bocausc they are
bettor fixed cconomically and do not nmix with all in the
communi ty.

--- Red Onk School
Stockbridge, Georgia

Monopoly of Attcntion, Recognition from Prestige Buarer

Only the two live at their house, and the prenchers always stop
with them. This, too, might acecount for some of the community
feeling. A1l like for the preacher to honor them, but the
preachers go where they can be assured of attention.

--=- Red Oak School
Stockbridge, Georgia

Individual with Desire for Personal Aggrandizement, Yot Able to
Attach some nicmbers of Cormunity to Himself.

+ «» o &+ » The biggoest trouble is that for a long time now,
one man has run the place. I cantt afford to call any
names, but it won't take long for you to learn who I'a talk-
ing about. The tonants and poorer people in tho community
didn't likec it, bocame dissatisficd, and o lot 3f 'em

said 'All right, wo won't sond our kids down thore.t v

=== Fair Pla
Morgan County, Goorgina



And there is the "one-man affair® that has devecloped in con:
noction with the school. Mrs. Fow came hore six years ego aand
bogan boarding with Gen Adair, just across the road from the
school. Each timc she nccded anything sho went to him for it,
a nember of the Board of Trusteos, who, it seccrnis, did as he was
nsked, or saw that it was done. For six yoars that process
continued. It has had its cffect upon thc patrons, That has
doubtless played a large part in the development of o situation
in which the "patrons" of the school feel that the school is not

theirs.
-== Fair Play,
Morgan County, Goorgia
AT EVIDENCES OF SUFPORT AND REENFORCEMENT OF
ONE INSTITUTION BY ANOTHER?
Recenforcement

The precacher told me of the change in church spirit wince our
arrival, I asked hinm what particular changes could he note.
He said, "They have voluntcored to put in the lights." (Ho
moant hore the window panes. They had talked of doing this
for months.) H. also said the church activities had inereased.
He promised t> bring his wifc and family to visit and pledged
his cooperation with us in whatover we attemptod.

--= Rod Qak School
St:ckbridge, Georgia

"Strain for Consistcney" Injocted

Theo pastor there, an ignorant, renctionary type who preached a
doctrine of fear, stomping and spluttering, apparcntly to
frighten the young pcople f{and older ones, too) into cowardly
goodncs® , + « « Stated emphaticnlly that 'eddicationt (with
a meaningful look at us) wouldn't 35 poople 'no good'! if they
didn't have tho Graec »f God (which he never explained) in
their hoarts. "I ain't never had no eddication," hc boasted.

--=- Poynter Community
Pinc Bluff, Arkcnsas

Apn 202 e
He piedwred pictured thc cnd of the earth, Judgment, "®hen the
dead shall be raised from the grave, the righteous shall be
carried to heaven, the unrighteous shall fall down as dead men,"
The unrighteous he then left to their fearful fate, and peitured
heaven for the rightcous where the women would not have to serub
c¢lothes and cook, where the men would not have to plow, and the
children "eould play all the timo, and never have to go to
school." /g

--= Fair Play
Morgan County, Georgia



We wiere introduced, made welcome and informed by the preccher
in front of the audicnce that education was not necesscry,
that he didn't have any, all that was needed was "to be called.m

--=- Explorer's Diary
Florence R. Beatty

WHAT GIVES LIFE ZEST?

Moritorious Recoguition Within or Qutside of Group

esess I never willforget when my girl was coming along. She
was teking rmeic and hor tonchor wanted her to play in a recitel,
which meant that I would have %> get n dress and other things for
her that would cost twelve or fifteen dollars, znd I couldn't sce
that mueh in it. I wasn't making much money then and have done
better sinces  Well, her teachor came to sce me and told me that
if T wouldn't she would, and of coursc I wouldn't let hor do that.
So the dress was bought. You can't get around a woman when she's
got her nmind nnde ups Now, I wont to the receital and sat in the
brck. When her time came she walked out on the stage, and c¢limbed
up an the strol, and played her number, There wasn't mueh to it,
but when she finished, a friond of minc lecaned over and told me
how pretty she was and how well she played for her age, and he
said ho knew I wns proud of her, Well, I thought it was about
- the swectost thing I'd cver socon or heard, and I stuck out my chest
just like I ovmed the world,

~~~ Fnir Play,
Morgan County, Georgia

Meaning Attached to Lifc Experiences by Religious Definitions

- i
\Wa Dl lias ., Revys U 3 e B

Elemental Satisfactions : = . 2 RA weliia %n_ibu4ké'\

Mr. Eddic: “Anything would be good ter us now, 'cause we hongry.
Yer know when yer hongry, good is Jes' good anyhow."

Foreman: "T wondor of rich folks enjoy catint.”

Mr. Eddic: "Naw, yor know thoy don' like you and mo. Thoy jos
cats causc its there any time ter cnt, but they don!
reolly cnjoy it.

e

=10



WHAT MAKES FOR COMMUNITY SOLIDARITY?
MORALE? ESFRIT DE CORPS?

Funerals unite. Vicarious participation in bereavement of
Another Rocrfarcos Scntiment of belonging Together

The remhins were then rolled over to the family. The sisters
and brothors of the dead man looked on sa dly. One sister ericd
out, The wife was quite pitiful when she got up to look in.

All in her black wveil, she leaned way over and moancd and rumbled
a few things. Everybody sceried touched.

-= Red Qak School
Stockbridge, Georgia

Corrion Iabor

e« ¢ » » » The "chirmecy raising" was a regular comrmnity affair.

Mr. Shell and Mr. McIntyre werc the official originators of the
idea, and thoy both worked just as hard as any of the other men,
The occupant of the housc, o« widow, was a tcnant of Mr. MeIntyro's.
Her chimmey had fallen and, as is the custom in these ports, the
men of the community -- some white and some colored -- took the

day off to build a rwd chimmey for hor. (Mr. Shell hed explained
to'us that this is for colored as well as white tenants and that it
is obout the only type of the old cormmunity "becs" that is still
in operation around here.) In return for the work, the widow
‘cooked and served a big dinner to all the mon.

--=- Poynter Corrmnity
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

Comrmnity Experienccs

Unlike other rural comrmmnitics in which the church is generally
supposcd to be the conter of commnity life, the sechool is the
center of comrmnity activity at Star Creck. The build ing it-
self, a three room Rosenwald School, was built by a remarkable
oxhibition of community cooperation, and the memory of this fact
has crecated an additional bond for the community.

Irmediately after the War, when the pricc of cotton gave cecono-
mic seecurity to the commmunity it has never since cnjoyed, the
members of the community obtained a Rosenwald grant-in-aid,
They then rented a small saw mill, bought some timber that was
still standing, and cut the trees, sawed the timbor, and hauled
it to the site of the school wheore they erected the structurc.

--- Weshington Parish
Louisiana |



Personol Crises

+» » o « o The workers -~ jovial but carnost, performed labor-
ious tasks with almost loving pationce, joking with ecch other
the whilos I noticed ecarcfully to see if thorc was any divi-
sicn of labor which mnrked tho kind of tesks the eolored or
whito mien parformod. Such scomed not to bo the case, as
there were both white and eolorced engaged in cvery stago of
the work.,

Mr. Shell tells us that the snme spirit prevails vhenever any
member of the eomrmunity needs help -- vhether it be sickness,
denth, fire, or whatever kind of ealamity.

-~= Poyntcr Conmunity
Pine Bluff, Arkonsas

WHO ARE FRESTIGE BE.RERS?

The Preachor

All like for tho proacher to honor them, but the prcachers go
where thoy can be assured of attention.

--=~ Red Qak School
Stockbridge, Georgia

The Toacher

Miss Ruth Canady represents, in my opinion, the porfecct rural
toachor typc. Sho is original, rosourcoful, syrpathetic with
and in complecte adjustnaent to hor rural surroundings. Sho holds
tho respect of the community and tho school officials. Sho
loves hor chillren and hor work; nnd parcnts sensing this in her,
will follow her in any condeavor. She has boen contracting for
four and five months' school ternm at a salnry of forty-five dol-
lars por month -- most of which, it apnonrs, is teken up in
cxtension coursc fecs, living cxnenscs, and naterials for hor
work whieh she cannct get from the school becard. Despite this,
I nevor heard hor whinc or grumble, cxcopt to lanent the fact
that the children have to be retarded as a result of short torm
school, Tho suwier school plen eame ag a result of her persua-
sion and enthusiasm, and it has moant mueh to the pupils as

well as to herself,

~== Paynter Commnity
Pinc Bluff, Arkansas

"Big Folks" from the Qutside

"Miss Ruth tol! nio y'all gonno have sore big folks down hyeah
t'visit, and wo wants to have d' chureh lookin' mige when dey
gits hyoah." (Thoy novor think in terms of imprgving thoir sur-
roundings for their own bencfit, it scens, and Miss Canady has

=12- Nl



to goad them »n by "threatening" thom with visitors.

-=- Poyntor Community
Pino Bluff, Arkansas

The "White Man."

A schnol boy was intoxicated at the Hallowe'eon school party.
The princinal left the prrty and drove to Calhoun to get the
vhite deoputy tn arrest tho boy, When asked why he did not
settle the noettor himself inasmuch as tho lad was only a
school boy, the prinecipal said: "I moan to really break up
this disordorly conduct &t school affairs, I pleaded with
them 2ll last year and this is our first affair for the
school year, andé thoy arc starting out. They won't listen
to me but they'll liston to the whitec man."

-== Ouachita Parish
Louisiana

Education Has Prestigo Value

Spont the morning at thce store where I cngeged the store-kceper
in conversation., He apologized over and over again for the
fact that he did not got an education that was available. When
he was 15 hec was still in the 3rd grade because he would not
attend.

===~ Fair Play,
Morgan County, Georgia

Not the County Agent

Then a questi» as to how the other poorle about responded to
the efforts of the County agent --

"ell, you take tho Hombys down the road thorc. Thoy
dsntt pay no 'tention t5 him much, *causc thoy boen
farmin®' all their lifc nnd thoir folks before thom, and
they fizger ho ean't know as much as thoy do about
farmin®', 'spocially whon he got most ot his out'™n a book;
lenst that's what they think.n

WHAT IS STATUS OF CHILLIREN IN FAMILIES?

Labotr Supply

Ho snid he would koep his older children out until the cotton
was picked, He snid "I wuld scnd them now, but/honestly T
nced to kcep thom, When times were good, I eould bay grown
up neighbors to hely me, but now I am unable to hire help,

13-



and therefore have to keep ry children out.

--= Fair Play
Morgan County, Georgia

Visited school this morning, Talked possibility of organizing
girls' singing group with Miss Canaody. Sha suggested that we
wait until morc boys come in. Most of the largor boys still
out pickinzg cotton. It scoms the girls and the smaller chile-
dron get in school first, tho boys being kept out to finish
"serapping" ceotton,

--=- Poyntor Comrmnity
Pinc Bluff, Arkansas

A1l of tho boys except the vory small tots said thoy had to
plow, and 2ne of tho girls said she did all the plowing before
her brothers wero old cnough to do it. Most of the girls,
however, only hoc and pick cotton as their sharec of tho farm
WoTKe

S Poynter Corrmnity
Pinc Bluff, Arkensas

s¢ of Stop-Child (Girl) -- Scx Objcct (but Condemmed by Courmunity)

On our way horic vic sow o weoman standing in the middle of the
rond wavinz for us to stop the car, We did, It was Mrs.
Norwood, one »f the patrons, She was erying as she asked

if we would do hor & fovor. We asked vhat it was, She
snid she wondcered if we would piek up her child whom we
would meet up the road, She snid the cehild was hors by hor
firet husband and that Mr. Norwood, har sccond husband, had
put tho girl out of doors, The girl, she szid, was walking
to Atlanta, tuwenty-five niles, She wanted us te pick hor

up and takc her to her (Mrs. Norwood's) sistert's house in
Atlanta, on Jackson Stroect. The girl would be able to show
us what housec, Surc cnough, as we wont along, we overtook
this girl -- asbout sixtecn ycers of age, walking toward
Atloanta with two largo bundles. We took hor in the car and
carricd her to Atlconta to hor aunt's house. The girl szid
she had becn driven from her stopf-thor's housc bofore -- and
that sho had onco hnd him arrcsted. After thnt she went to
live in Atlanta, but that rocently, her mother had eone after
her. This particular aftern>on her stepfothor had driven
her away ngnine.

Wo asked her why she had provicusly hag hor gtcpfatrer arresteds

She looked ashaned and said "something bad that he wanted wue to
do." We thon asked what was done about it. Shc said her step-

14



father had had hor mother to "have the case taken up." Wo
loarncd aftor, from rumors, that the girl was pregnant and
.that was why sho was askod to loave this socond timo.

The peoaple of the eountry call the Norwoods "heathen'.

=== Rod Qak School
Stockbridge, Georgia

WHAT ATTITUDES, SENTIMENTS BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS IN FAMILY?

Marital

They have boen marricd tweonty yoars and, as thoy say they'ro
"still courtin'.n

~-== Poynter Cormmmunity
Pinc Bluff, ‘rkansas

The Clan
Thesc family groups arc cxtremely large, including -- with
ecousins, nophows, nicces, and grandchildren -- from two to

three hundred porsorm belongzing to cach of the major femily
Broups,

WHAT IS RESPECTABLE?

To Kill a "Bad Man."

"Do you roally think he would havo killod hime"

"would ho? Ho wouldna missod it. Butler knowed Mr. Johnson
done killed two men and his son shot up a fellow and neithor one
of thom ain't sorved no time. You soc Mr. Johnson don't bother
nobody. He likes his likker and his womon, but he don't nover
try to pick no fuss or nuthin. Mr. Butlcr he overbenring and
tho white folks know it. They done told two or threc folks
what t214 thom things Mr. Butler done, t> kill him and thoy'd
sce to it thoy don't spond 2 day in jail."

"Do you think that's why Mr. Johnson didn't scrve any time when
he killecd thosc mon?"

"Yesum, I'm st sho cousc the men ho killed was spose to be
bad guys and they kept up disturbance in the conmmnity gll the
time and the white folks knowed it." _

--- Ouachita Parish
Louisigna
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WHAT CALLS OUT CENSURE?

Inconsistent Religious Affiliations

"I don't believe in that man Harvey. I don't care
nothin' about listin' to him, Ho's two-focod as holl,.
Know what he done? He couldn't got a place to proach
for the Methodists, so he turncd Baptist so he could
get a place. He's two-faced, and ain't nothin' to him,

=== Fair Play
Morgnn County, Georgia

"Jubilees" Singing in the Church

"Miz Lu say shce don't keer for Jubilees singin' in the church.
It's 211 right in tho schoolhouse, but it ain't right in the
church, Miz Gabe asked her, 'Whyn't it all rizht in the
church? Thoy docs it.' " (Jubilce, thesc minstrel-quesi
troupos with sceular songs mixed with others),

--= Washington Parish
Louisiann

EVIDENCES OF INADEQUATELY TRAINED TE.CHERS

The following arc jottings as made when observing toaching at
Mineral Springs School: "Visit with Mr. BEmanucl - Qct. 18.
Pupils march in, boys kceping on their hats long after they
entor. Roll call. Class in arithmetic called: 6 boys and

4 girls, Teacher: "What was the assignmenten Pupils;
"Problems on page 23 and 14," (No montion or ecaphnsis on type).
Without waiting to sec what pupils ¢an do, teacher, taking load
in working problems oSn board for students -- little need for
students t» study. Grouj; response to most questions asked.
Teacher: "4 is 3 of what?" (asked and answercd by toacher).
Teacher: "What do you have to know to divide a fraction,"

(There were a fow guosses -- answer sup liod by tocacher). Two
girls in back seat not intorosted, apparently. Looking in
candy boX. « « « o Class givon busy work at s0ats + o «
individual coaching of a girl who continucs to give the wrong
QNSWEI o « ¢ o Papers arc collceted from class « « » o ASSign-
ment zziven: Tomdrrow we will roeito table on fractional parts
of a dollar; we'll have more drill on nddition, subtraction,
rmltiplicntion, and division of fractions. Work problenms unfer
cach of these hendings. You work as many as you 1ltke and bring
mo threoe under each hoading, an? we'll have sorie blackboard
drills." , . . class wns oxcuscd. The poriod wns 15 minutes
1nng. /Al
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9:55 Fistory - "What is your assignmont for tolay?  This
questin was asked by the teacher four times beofore "Questions

on Dage " was given as roply. "ifary. you tcll us about
Magellan's voyazc." ningellant's voyege was -- he took 300

mens," she stood awhile, thon sat down without completing her
statcront, Curtis stood == "Columbus" -- looked around, fum-
bled with his peneil sat down. K. C.¥ "Don't know," Fanny:
"Magellan sailed directly around the world.® Lcsson based on
questions in book, pupils guessing at answers. Mary, trying to
recall book statement, failed, sat downe K. C. called to read,
did nat know the place. Pupils told to check guostions they
could not answor. "Tfurn to the next chaptor. BEuropean Begin-
nings of Our History.

Aim: 1. To lecarn why Purope plays a part in the boginning of
our history.
2+ To study the introduction and learn how the poople of
Burope nmade Amorica what it is today.
3« Why Did Buropcans take a part in doveloping .merica,
4, Study questions under pert 1 and 2. Class oxcused.”

10:55 Commercial Geography.

Two boys in c¢lass, onc seens backward. Onc is asked to rcad
from the book. Stumbles along, mispronouncing rnany cormon
words. He attempted to toll what he had read, was scarccly able
to do so,

These students nced fundamentals on breaking words into sylables.
« « » » & "Work out problems on page 28. Class cxcusod,

11:25 Geueral History

Arciont Egypt -- Questions on page 20, Responsc good, Dis-
cussing age of man as roview. Simon has a good understanding.
So rmeh of this losson could be gotten from a discussion of
"Go down Mdscs,"

=== Quachita Parish
Louisiana

EVIDENCES OF ANTICIZATOHY ATTITUDE TOVARD ROSENWALD FUND

There is no contact with those pooplo that does not lead at onco
to the question as to vhether or not thore is any roney or mater-
ial help comirng to then from the Fund to "build us a new school."

~== Fair Play
Morgan County, Georgiae.



WHAT IS NEWS?

Means for Roalizing Desires Long Roprcssed by Circumstances
(Comrmnist zives now definitisn to 0ld problon)

Peoplc scen outwardly happy -- but undorneath it all is a deep
unrcst eoneerning monecy, uncqual distribution of fedeoral oid,
poor houscs, cte. This is ovidoncod by conversations concorn-
ing themselves, and concorning a certain leeturer who has beon
spoaking in the community.

Mrs. Duncan and I wont t> Rocky Mountain again to hoar Mrs.
Collicr give one of her lecctures. A largo crowd was dispors=-
ing. Tho specaker had not arrived. They were very disappointed
end were loaving. Upon inquiry, we learned that pcople had cone
fron places as for as ten miles away.

--= Rod Oak School
S¢ockbridge, Georgia
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