
Name 

Position 

College 

University 

Still, William Grant 

✓ 

(M) 1895 

Holder of Guggenheim fellowship for musical 
creation 

Negro Ii] 

1959 
1940 

White Southerner O _ rAA~ 

~ - ~ - I 
Fino Arts-

Special Field Creative work 
Group in Music 

Wilberforce University, 1911-15, within 2 months of degree 

Master of Music conferred by Wilberforce in 1956; Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music; George Chadwick of New England Conservatory; Edgar Varese. 

Plan of Work: 
Vl. ,'"\ 

1939 The composition of a ballet on a folk theme; the composition of a 
new opera on a legendary subject. 

1940 For completion of an opera on a legendary subject. 11 A Bayou Legend. 11 

Action of Fellowship Committee: 

1939 
1940 

Granted $2,000 
Granted $2,000 

T 

UNIVERSITY 



See printed statement attached to digest for musical activities. 

Guggenheim fellowship 1954-55, renewed .for six months in 1955, and ·again for six 
months in 1938. Early study with Mr. Chadwick and Mr. Varese amounted to free 
scholarship, as did part of training at Oberlin. 

some 
11/7/40. Asked to write music for a Revue to be produced by Hollywood Theatre 
Alliance in association with the New Negro Theatre , one scene to deal with 
the Negro cotton picker and the cotton µ.eking machi ne , and a scene presenting 
an African tribal dance. This group also asked Mr. Still to serve as musical 
director solely in an advisory capacity. Approval given by Fund~ 

Conducte~ t~e San Francisco Symphony Orchestra during first qua.Jeer of 
renewal of fellows~ip in two movements from his own G Minor Symphony and an 
excerpt from La Guiablesse (at- the San Francisco Fair) and conducted the Rochester 
Symphony Orchestra in same performances at the New York Fair. Both concerts were 
given by the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers. 

In December'44 Still was winner of a $1, 0 w~P 
written for the golden jubilee of the Cincinnati Symph~n 
was to be performed January 19 and 20, 1945 by th 
celebration of the jubilee. In January 1945, it was 
would direct Still's opera "Troubled Isla d". This 
grand ope a written by an American Negro eve to be 
J0o/O , A- ' -"' 

u J U N V R S I TV 



STILL, WILLIAM GRANT COMPOSITIONS 
r' 

"Miss Sally's Party," music for ballet, with scenario by Verna Arvey, 
received in August, 1939. 

"Seven Traceries," for piano, received in December, 1939. 

"And They Lynched Him on a Tree 11 , March, 1940 

"A Bayou Legend", completed during fellowship. Also started "Plain Chant 
for America. 8/12/41 

11 Pastorela11 written especially for Louis Kaufman played first time 
March 14, 1947 at Town Hall in New York 

U N IVERSITY 



WILLI~~1 GRANT STILL 

Guggenheim Fellow 

Creative work in music 
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45 

WILLIAM GRANT STILL 

Composer (Reappointment) 

Music composition 
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1939 -
Candidate 

J 
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND Age 44 

Special Field 

G ~~Qnheia r~llow 
cJo J,. Fiso.h ,r 1 , a~C/- ft 4 A 

ll~" if~ 40th St.• NS• 
Cx• · 6-ti Ye 'rork in 

t:Jic. 

Plan of Work 
;:. ,(). 

Digest of Application 

Bon q, 18951 ,,o dvillo, .ie.1.ta ppi. :Jrt.ITied) fo'W:" ohil ,n . 

Attended Wilbei t'Ol'.'(\8 Un1vori,ity, lS-ll-15, no dttgl'f:.&. A?J •ded 
:io1lo •ry der:1• a 0£ .11.l.att,r of .,ude by 1ilber.f'orcth .Al.FJo ut -ted at Ob .rlln 
Cons rv. tory of tudc, ,mu ;1i th Ge-orge Clm;.i.wick of the N8w · -, .an. C.1ns~rvatoJ7 
· .v' ,ii tb f,:a, Kr tu·e~•-

G~ae· 1oi:.1£ r~ellow~hip itl l91h1, t>&newecl !or six ~ontho u yo4\r ltttt.r . 
ln sp.d,fl€ of 19~8 ~.,~·4:i,n r.enewf!d for ou orit. . th 200 a. onth. 

References 
Dr. lai n. Loeke. u iu rtm nt of 

How rd 'niver•, ty,, W Bh!ni:ton, •. c. 
Mr,. Ge rg~ .n.ooher, ubli~.1er, ll . • 1r)th st. 

How Iorlt Cit, 
Dr . Leopold Stokowa· • , Com:luctor i ?W.lad..,lpb.14 

0-rehe tra., 1716 Rittenhoune t., Phil .dolphia 

Committee Notes 

Documents submitted 
Photograph X 

Exhibit material 
Transcripts 

Digest 

Budget Summary 

Total amount needed i'~l00- 24 

From applicant 

From Fund 

Granted 

Sent to Committee 

Plan of work Documents returned 
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1940 JW 

Name William Grant Still 

Box .97, Station D. 

Field•Musio . 
~omposition 

Loa Angelos, California REA.PPQfflMENT , 

Plan of Work · . . ~ . 
The completion of an op::ira on a .t.egendnry subject (lJ.b:.-etto by 

Verna Arvey), this project having been begim and well under vw:., dm:ing ·:;he ~'lle 
of the prese:it Rosenwald awa.1-d. 

Personal Data 

Probable d.ura tion of '.10._'u: one year . 

Born Woodville, Mississippi, May, 1895. 
Married, four children. 

Undergraduate Work Wilbe.cforce Univerdt,, 1911-15. 
Oberlin Conservatory of Music 
Mew England Conservatory 

Graduate Work HonorarJ M. llus.. by Wilb~forco Uni verd 't'-.r. 

Experience 

Accomplishments Since recei v.:tng Rosenwald Fellowship, 1'1l"ote the theme aong 
for the New York World•s Fair, •Swanee R1ver, 11 a. short 

paraphre:.s included in ·d:J.9 R.:>~Jb:i.n3 M\J.sic Cor11. Ce:11'::l :-: U on; fl G£V~!!. Traceries• 
now in the hands or the engravers. 

Gu.,,;;;g~inhelm i:;-ellow3hij? in 19:.C-i, :i•3u<):;c..;:"'. f o:'! sb:: months a 
year laterJ in spring of 1938 again renewed., $200 ~r month. 

Rosenwald Fellows p, 1959-401 12000. 

References 

Age: 45 

Budget Summary 

Plan of Work 
Transcripts 

Photograph 
Exhibit Material 

Sent to Committee 

Total Amount Neede 2000.00 
From Applicant - - - r 
From Fund 2QOO.OO 

AMOUNT GRANTED _J 1~ 
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