
HENRY ALLEN MO E 
551 FIFTH AVENUE • NE W YORK 

Dear George: 

February 7, 1941 

tO 

Many thanks. I did not want praise. I just 
wanted to be made sure I am wanted. You have 
done that, so I'll be there. 

M:s 

Dr. George M. Reynolds 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours, 
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Cru'..A.TIVE WRITERS - ffllI'i'E SOOTHEBNERS 

Judgment a!1d ;&\ting of Jury 

1. Jaok Conroy (Group 1) I ' ve though~ a long ti~e about this one, not wanting 
to be prejudioed by pcrsona.l acqu~intanea, but I ' ll be switched 

if I oan aet him out of the number-one spot. Conro1 la a aort of bashful 
giant in the literary field , His s~naors <J.r·9 ;,eoplo of the higbeet clia­
tinotion, and a.11 an enthusiastic . He ia obviously o. "writers' Trriter". 
I predict a book in every way equal to "A Soutllorn&r Discovers the Sout.h", 
but baaed on the plan he ba• outlL>1ed. Re baa a greo.t unde'l"siianding of his 
materio.l and an intensely warm feeling for it. 

He rrl.zh,t hava added such people ,s Dorotb7 Canfield Fis.'ier, 
Dorothy Brewster ( "Uodern lmsri oan Fiot:ion"), a.""ld many othe;:-s to hie sponsor 
list - all have ropeatBdly gone all-out for his work. 

In sum: "a natural" . 

2 . Br ainard Cheney {Group 1) Another top-flight per foroer of whoee talents there 
oa.n certainly be little doub~ from any quarters. 

He proposes a thoroughly 1nterest1nc atory. 

J . hrian llcCa& Sim.a (Group 25) This lady i s Grade-A. Ber references are tip-t op, 
and her pla.'1 or 110rk moat imprei,l1v1:1. Her pre­

vious novels Hem o have done fairl y 1'&ll, though ahe is not too well known 
among the profeneiouals . She must bo given ser ious attention. 

Asida: Ian• t 1 t a pity th.at tho element of need 
cantt figur e in some of these caaea. Thia woman JllUSt b)' age, aoeompliahments, 
eto., be bracketed with Cheney and Conroy-, but compare their inoomesl Sb.e's 
i n God's pocket. f{er huoband makes 3, 000 a year; and she does v-l ,600. She 
ie established, as writers go . The othors are even 'better known by oritios, 
but they have dealt 1n lasJ marketable good.a. 

4 . Robert P.e.."'laoy (Group 1) Ra!l3ey is THE first novolist of this season. He is 
outt1ng a rea.l figure 1n liturtU"J circles. 

He was discovered nnd first publishsd by Jack Conroy. 
Ho later th&.n this week (Jhlrch 9) he •a3 croditing Oonroy with his start.. But 
that 1s neither here aor there . Ramsey, in my- opinion, oan b.avo any literary 
gr&nt or .fellowship be aske tor at the i:.oment. Jonathan Da.nielts anc can:, liJ:::e 
hi11 have gone dawn the line for the boy .. 

I figure that he' s "in" . 

5. r,d Bell (Group 25) A thoroughly interesting project ~ a gifted m-iter. It 
will be hard to deny him. 

For sheer read&blerutss Bell' s work ia hard to match. Ha 
belongs with tho A-group. 
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GRADE A - Continued 

6. Stetson Kenne~ (Group 64) The faot that St..etaon Kennedy was selected ior tho 
Craoker Oountx:x volwne of the Alllerican Folk•a1e 

Series is enouf;b to put hia in a high braekQt. Thrt i:3 a good aeries, and many 
well-kn.own writers we1•e scrapping for the eomJlis:1ion.s to do Tarious volumes. 

Sis other aecompllahments indicate littlo, but his 
references are al.l people who demand reapeot. 

I rate h1o a very strong contender. 

7. Frank Eppse Goo4!l:B (Group l) Tbe folks dom around Austin are o~rtainly high 
on this applicant. He must be good. But be is 

plainly not raady for sueh competition •• Cheney, Conroy, Ramse7. or Kennedy -
on the basis of the achievement• he can ahow to date. Th.e publications be 
l1st8 seem to have been brought out by "vanity publinhers". Uaybo this ia unjust -
aino• some ttr•at books have been ublished at tha author's expense - but one 
would have to read the booka themselv•a to re~ovo tne atigfflA that su~h publioation 
1a 1nolined to give. (After The Derll in Texas was read, the following comment 
was m.dtu Hie book is better than I t,-ueseedl) 

Perhaps "proaioing" is the word for thi, writer. 

GRADE B 

l. Ma;v Justup (Group l) W.sa Justus ii a first-string writer of obildron' a books. 
Her project, however, ie hard to judge. A professional 

in the textboo~ field might b9 able to ae.y whether or not the reader she ha8 in 
mind is needed. I should think that only assurnnc-e of considerable use would 
just1!1 the preparation or a reader. But if the book 1s to be done, it would 
~ hard indeed to find a better person than lltsa Justus for the job .. 

Peraone.l.l.y, and non-professional.ly, the plan seeu to me 
a eJ.en~r one on Which to hang thia application. I suspect 1t could b& dona in 
three IBO!ltha by one who has worked this field aa long aa Yios Justus hae . 

2 . 11arry Harrison Kroll (Group l) An older writer or established repm;ation. tihat 
good it would do him at this date to sleep on the 

bods tltat tllarecroppers sle$p on and to eat their food is a mystery to :ea he 
has already done several inUute books on the personal lives of such people. 
Some of bis books have beon made into movios. I suppose most steady, comfortable 
micdl&-aged writers somatiroes get the notion t ~ they'd like to rough it and "get 
away fro.:n it all", uut this man io a. puu,l.e. He's doing fine where he is. He'd 
only eet lumbago tmd shorten his days if he carried out his proj0ot. ~oreover~ 

• he haa already written three times the books he proposes. 

Tb.at he is~ f 1rot-clase writ~r is obvious. 
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GRADE C 

l. Thomaa Ryrd HQ (Group 1) ToJII Ram 1s the only- romanticist (not counting 
OWen Dodson) among your serious contender s. 

He b going t o write a j uiey, readable, optimistic histori cal novel. It 
is going to be aold to the :movie• for thirty times the f ellowship money, 
Thi• ii to begrudge him nothing, but merely to point out what he ' s got 
that the othera ain•tl 

Ham is speaki ng tor the blue blood1. The reet 
or your applicant,, oddly enough, are on th• aid• or the "no •count•" · 
But dirty overalls don't tool IiaaJ he knows good stock. 

lrenluy, I'm going to read Ham's book, but. 
that's because I enJoyed (God torgiTe ••) •Gone W1tb. the Wind" . Still I 
doubt that he1e •on our aide", aa it were. 

He 11 made a go or everything he•a tried, 
including h11 firat attempts at creatiTe writing. No boo:U yet, but 
article• in The Kercury and Readers • Dige1t tell the story. 

2. Joeiah Walker Bancrott (Group 25) Mr. Bancroft, like aeveral other • 
among the applicants, baa Tery big eyes. He 

plan.a to tosa off a trilogy. 

In thia partic1ll.ar competition, hcweTer, he ' s 
ju.-t another little man. 

GENERAL CODm 

or the creative writer• above, only Ba.norof't is r eally below 
par. Conroy and Ohen-, are much alike in age and aceomp11ahll.enta, and 
both are f'o?'ller Guggenheim fellow1 . Siu belongs beside them in age 
end accom.pllsluaenta - except tor the tellowthip. On the other hand, ahe 
haa made ccnaiderablJ' more :mone1 than either of them. They have bad th• 
reTiffs; 1h• has had the aalea. Her proposed book 18 given in full er 
detail than theire. Ber need •••ms to be auch leH preaeing, Bell it 
juat about a, good aa th••• three, and he 1, younger. Ranu1ey and 
!Cepnedy are new star,, but excellent riaka, most excellent. I would 
nner be guilty of ellminating a single one from this group (except 
W.H Sillt), and I don1t emy the tolk• who have to choo•• between thea. 

Interesting to note ia the number ot these white 8outherner 1 
who are re-thinking the Recon,truction period . 



CREATIVE WRITERS - NEGROES 

Judgment and Ra.ting of Jury 

Grade A 
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1. Langston Hugh•• (Reappointment Group 1.4) Kr. Bontempa unhe•i tat ingl.T 
rates thie candidat e as the 

number one literary cont•stant. Mr. Hughes, however, bas changed hia plan 
ot York and Mr. Bontemps• eolllDlenta on the new plan will be eent later. 

2. Claude llcla.y (Group JO) Claude is an e:naperating indi vi dual: (a.) he i a 
sour and cantankerouaJ (b} he oner seems to do 

t he writing of which he ie capable . 

I doubt that a fellowship will help him, but one 
muat admit (a) that he ia a gift•d writer, at his be1t, (b) that his r eter­
encea are of the best, (c) that he proJecte a taeci nating book, and {d) 
that his talents are perfectly sllited to this work. 

But Claude has recently done a poor Job on hi 1 
book "Harl•", tailed in a re-write job on •They Knew Lincoln", and I 
doubt that h•' s putting much heart in h1a work. I hope I 111 wrong. Vaybe 
a tellowlhip will revive him. God knowa he need.a the aonq. 

Grade B 

1 . Owen Dodaop (Oro~ .30) Thia boy has won the •ttent1on or a nuaber or 
people, IOJH of them top-notch. H8 ha.1 lhon real 

prom.H. Indeed, of all the hopeful pla}'ffight a among young Negroes, he 
seems to be the most li.kely to eucceed. 

On the other handl H11 project ia 11.llys epio 
drama in newspaper 1tyle. There 11 no reaeon to think he could bring i t. oft. 

In general, he is on the "arty• aide . Now, here 11 
the tellow Yho ought to live in a sharecropper •e hut and hobnob with peopl e . 

He'd be a good r i .alt if he promised to g~t down ott 
hia high bore• and try to aimp.ly write for the stage . lfhy he mUBt "t17 'to 
out-do Hoaer I can't see. 

Yet I nnt to be among those who recognise hia 
prolliae. 

Grade C 

1. Juggle Coleman Rodrigues {Group JO) Horace Cayton kno•• Mrs . Rodriguez 
better than a:ay of her other r eferences, 

and I agree nth his estimate of her appllce.tion. No soap. 

GENERAL COMMENT 

Rughea, J(c[ay, and Dodson, in my opinion, ra.t, consideration - none ot 
the other three ( two not Hnt to Cou.1 ttee) . Hughes h miles ahead or t he 
other two, everything considered, but Dodson is a prospect, and Mclay UHd 

to be 1ort ot a genius . 

" 




