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1938 JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND Age 35 

Candidate Arna Wendell Bontemps Special Field 

Principal Shiloh Academy - Writing 
606 E. 46th Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Creative Writing 

Plan of Work 

(a) To gather background material for books in the children ' s field. 
(b) To complete the research and finish writing a broad-canvass historical 

novel. 

Digest of Application 

Born 1902 Alexandria, La. Four Children 

Obtained A.B. in 1923 from Pacific Union, Angwin, California. Expects 
M.A. from University of Chicago in Summer 1938. Special study at Columbia, N.Y.U. 1925-50 

Teacher at Harlem Academy (now defunct) 1924-31, $165 
Oakwood Junior College, Huntsville, Ala., 1951-34, tllO per month. 
Shiloh Academy, Chicago, $1800. 

per month. Teacher 
Principal at 

Won 2 Opportunity prizes for poetry (flOO each). 1 Crisis poetry prize 
(!'.;75) and 1 Opportunity short story prize (tlOO). T,vo plays produced by Gilipin Theatre. 
Pamphlet on T. B. widely circulated. Novels: Black Thunder (Macmillan 1 56), God 
Ne~Js Sunday (Harcourt,Brace & Co. 1 51) Books for Children: Sad-Faced Boy (Houghton 
Mifflin 1 37), You Can't Pet A Possum (Morrow '54), Popo and Fifina (Macmillan 1 52). Book 
of American Negro Poetry-Joh~son, Caroling Dusk--Cullen. Our Singing Strength-- Kronen­
berg, The New Negro (2nd edition) Lock, Braithwaite Anthology 1 26, The Negro Genius and 
Heroes & Builders--Brawley, Afrika Singt--Neusbaum, etc. 

References 
,#-Ja.'Iles rrwon Johnson, Fisk University 
..;,rBenjamin Brar,ley, Dept. English, Hovrard University 
~ ~11:iss Helen English, Los Angeles Public Library 

Professor Melville Herskovitz, Northwestern University 

Commi tree N ores 

c;.,.,_ l 

Documents submitted 
Photograph x 
Exhibit material 
Transcripts 

Digest 

Budget Summary 

Total amount needed 

From applicant 

From Fund 

Sent to Committee 

Plan of work x Documents returned 

550 

$1,900 
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RENERAL 

ARNA W BONTEI\ifi>S (N) 57 

Creative Writing 
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BONTEMPS, ARN.AW. PROFESSIONAL CAREER 

9/18/40 Editor with Federal Wri e s Project in Illinois. Is completing, as a 
personal project; the editing of an autobiography of W. C. Handy, which will be 
published by Macmillan in the spring of 1941. Is still working on a novel which 
was begun under fellowship. 

1·9~ 3 ~~ d,~ ~ '774,{l_".;L..l« ~~«<,«• . ) V ) J --

1945. Four new books: They Seek a City, Arch Above the Road, St. Louis Woman, 
Negro history. Also magazine articles, pla~, etc. 
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Name Bontemps, Arna W. (M) 

Position Principal of Shiloh Academy, Chicago 

(1902) Negro [XI 
White Southerner D 

1958 
1942 

Special Field Creative Writing 
Group _ 

College Pacific Union College, California, B. A., 1925; Columbia University and 
New York University, 1925-50; University of Chicago, 1956-

University 

Plan of Work: 

1938 To gather background material .for books in the ·children's field and to 
complete the research and finish writing a broad-canvass historical novel; 

1942 For studies in libr ary science, at the University of Chicago , leading 
to the M. A. degree in Libr ary Science 

Action of Fellowship Committee: 

1938 Granted $1,900 ~or one year of 110rk. 
1942 Granted ·2,400 

T 

UNIVERSITY 



Taught. at Harlem Academy, New York, 1924~51;- at Oakwood Junior College, Huntsville, 
Alabama, 1931-34; principal of Shiloh ·Academy, Chicago, 1955-. 

. - . -

Publications: Black .Thunder (Macmillan, 1956); God Sends Sunday (Harcourt Brace, 1951) 
Sad-Faced Boy (Houghton 1-fifflin, 1937) ; You Can't Pet a Possum (Morrow, 1954); 
Popo and Fifina (Macmillan, 1952). Several of his poems have won prizes and have 
appeared in various anthologies. Two plays have been produced at the Gilpin Theatre. 

Drums at Dusk (novel) Macmillan, April, 19~9. 

Under 1938 Fello~ship Mr. Bontemps completed residence requirements in English 
toward M. A. degree; thesis and examinations are outstanding. 
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.ssistant Project Technician 
Illinois Writers ' Project 

Library Science 

(39) 
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1942 

Aaai 1t oject T ohui 1.e.n1 11 o P ,r ters• Proj t 
703 ·' st 50th l ce, Chicago 

Plan of Work 
To 1or.; tow an U., A. deitr e in thci r du.a.ta ibr ,:ry S 1. ol o th 

Uniftr ity of Chics.re. lil e.t it, I ho. e also to comp work be se re.J. ye r 
ago 1n glieh and l ding to a simile. degree in that field. 

Requ.es s grs.nt for one yem-. & ee admit~ d to th G d Library 
School of th University ot Chic go. Seeks triining for po ition a Univer icy or 
Collega Librarian,. 

Personal Data orn Alexandria, Louisiana, October 1902. 
'~riod, fiv children. 

Undergraduate Work P oifio Union Colloge, B. •• 1923. 

Age: 39 

Graduate Work UniVi rs ty f Chicago, b co plete reF.ide ce requirerse t tor 
' ter• e & in .-.11sh. 

Experience T acher en P inei , Harl r> cademy, 1924-.31, l, U to ',o O; 
te ch r, .rood Junior Colleg , Uuntavlll la , 1931-34, 1 1 400; 
PrincilW,l, ,;Jhiloh cade y, Chic .o, 19.35-.3 , 11200J pi-e nt sit on 
oince 1940, ~,);6. 

Julius Ro wald Fund Fellowship, 193·, fl,900. 

References 

John : • Fr deriok, Not·tlre tern ·univorsity ' 
y rt.on Book:or, N Yor __,......_._ .... ....,... ........ ,_' 

Lois ht Co. e, )11111 C 
lish, Los les Public Library .-' ----

e t, University of Cnicago 
ine Britto, Lo kn lea Board of Eduo 
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From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED I;., 
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ARNA BONTEMPS 

Leaves for Haiti August 15 to be gone until latter part of October, 1958. 
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