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'/ Please fill out and return in order that we may complete our records

on former Rosenwald Fellows:

Nam .....‘:B_é.ﬂ.-.z‘_w.'n.ﬁu__)./A/az:nt’.).aj.&c!i ....................... e
Prese position . SHurtrs ;1'0 lon....=.. . Office : o £ Distss é_r(,_z‘!_k_?l__

Waz... Feod... A8 miniatretan

Address:.....s. 2. Vo4 yvvcf,‘@sh/‘ Mashingtin 2,825

Significant recent activities:
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Julius Rosenwald Ft
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L LOWSHIF

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

Miss Beatrice Y. Hlack
Date

40 East George Streed
, PFrovidence, Rhode Island

Payment Voucher No. 5128

June 80, 1941

Final peyment on fellowship granted 4/17/40 = - « = - - = = - - = $200,00

Ck.#25219
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 59-7 $200.00
| /,’ \
Y\
IAVA
Prepared by Checked by Posted by ” ‘

Comph'oller e



dpril 2, 1941

Ey dear Dean Richardson: Thank you wvery
nuch for your h‘b—

tor regarding l:l.as :
cation for a Fan ’ )

the careful oonsidmtion uf 'dm Comitm on
Nellowships at its forthcoming meeting.

Very truly yours,

: GEcRGE M. ReynoLDs
GMRWLU e

Dean R, G. D. Hichardson
Brown University
Providence, Rhode Island
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Julius Rosenwald Fund

To
- Miss Eeatrice Y. Black

T el e PR R R A RS 2Ry o O e,

40 Eaet George Strest
Providence, Rhode Islend

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

Date

FELLOWSH

Payment Voucher No.

2606
Mareh 81, 1941

Third installment on fellowship grent « « = = « = = = = = = = §800,00

Ck. #4844
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 89-7 $300.00
— \ — P
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Prepared by Checked by ‘ Posted by ‘ I
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue _

: PR
i o i o r-L‘ O >,
To

Payment Voucher No. | g1es
Miss Bestrice I. Black
: Date  pegeaber 31, 1840
40 kast George Street
Providence, Rhode Island
‘ Sesand installment on fellowship grent - - - = = = - - - - = $200,00
Ck.F24127
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships $3-7 $200,00
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FELLOWSHIPS

Bovember 25, 1940

Dear Miss Black: I am enclosing a set of blaxks, b
in response to your mote of M’Ty,le{

the 22nd. If you wish to apply for a renewal of :

your grant I would suggest that you mait until

later in the year when special forms for that

purpose are ready for distridbution. .
All good wishes to you in your

presant work.

’ S:lnomly yours,
Secretary to Nr. Reymolds
Mis

t George Street
Providenes, Rhode Island



Julius Rosenwald Fund

“uicaco FELLOWSHIPS

To Payment Voucher No. 1692
Niss Beatrice Y. Black

Date September 12, 1940
222 N Street, N, W, ,

Washington, D, €,

First cuspssras installment on fellowship grast - - - - ~ - - - - $550,00

Ck.FRESS58
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit

Negro Fellowships B9=7 $250.00
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ELLOWSHIPS

September 12, 1840

Dear Miss Black: The payment plan outlined

in your letter of September 10,
is entirely agreeable to us. The first instailment
is enclosed. Future payments will be sent to you

at 40 East George Street, Providenee, Rhode Island.

Very truly yours,

DAE: AM DoroTHY A. ELVIDGE

Miss Beatrice !i B}gﬁ
£28 y No W,

Bashington, D. C.
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F:[El_[_(:)\hlf;f{|F353222 N Street, N:;T__~ i

Washingten, D.C.
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Comptreller, Julius Rese wa*d e

4901 Ellis Avenue

| | l

s

! l i
Chicage, Illinois sy . 3

Dear Miss Elvidge:
I shall register at Brown University for the en-
suing year's work en September 23, I wish te submit the

fellewling payment plan. I should like te receive the

money from my fellewship in quarterly installments
of $350, $200, $300, and $200 in the order named. I
request this methed of payment bscause my expenses are
heaviest in the fall since I usually have te buy all
my beoks at that time,

The first installment I should like te have sent
to my home address given above. After September 22 my

address will be 40 East George Street, Providence,

Rhode Island.

*//

SinceLelP Xﬂyrsl ‘ /
444/fiaé%£aac. 9/’/@@524$f




FELLOWSHIPS

September 4, 1840

Dear Miss Blacks In order that we may have your

academic record cosplete, 1 am
writing to ask whether or mot you received a
master's degree this year from Brown University,
or will you skip that step and work directly on
your doctorate?

All good wishes to you as
your work begins this fall.
Very truly yours,

e
69

Providencs, Rhode Island




May 1, 1940

Dear Riss Black: When you are ready to begin

work under your fellowship
grant, kindly submit s paymsent plan that will meet
your needs. It is customary for Fellows to prefer
payment either in monthly or quarterly installments,
but if another plan is more agreeable to you do not
hesitate to suggest it.

Very truly yours,

UoRoTHY A, ELvipgr
DABtRW

Kiss Bea ' Black
evolent Av
Providence, Rhode Island




September 18, 1939

Dear Hiss Black: During the spring we had corres-
porndence with you and with Dean
Richardson of Brown University regarding the possi-
bility of your applying for a Rosenwald Fund fellowship.
Application blanks for 1940 grants are now ready for
distritution, and I am enclosing a set. Should you
be interested in becoming a candidate for a 1940-41
fellowship we shall be glad to give your application

careful consideration.

Very truly yours,

Georce M. REYNOLDS

Borthampton, Massachusetts
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April B, 1939

Dear Dean Richardson: I am sorry that there
has besn a delay in
replying to your letter regarding Hiss Black, but
it came just as we were preparing maberial Tor the
first meeting of our Commitise on Fellowships.

Shortly before your
letter was received I w=rote ¥iss Black, explaining
that Jamuary 10 was the deadline for the acceptance
of spplications, and ssking that if she were interested
in applying for a grant for 1840 that she get in touch
with us during the autumn. I hops she will find it
poasible to do this, as your recommendation and the
statements from her Smith instructors are so excellent.

Very truly yours,

Dean R. G. P. Richardson
The Graduate School
Brown University
Providence, Rhode Island

r' _‘ /fj'/}\r e
1A
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PELLOWSHIPS
qéz Mﬁ-d, @%p/ ‘; :

Harch 7, 1939

My dear iliss Black: I am sorry to tell you that

the final date for the ac-
ceptance of fellowsiilp applications for 1929 was
Jamary 10. Should you be interssted in applying
for a 1940 grant, and should your plan come withinm
the scope of our program, please get in touch with
me during the sarly auntumn.

Very truly yours,

use '
Smith College
Porthampton, Hassachusetts
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Beatrice Y. Black
Report Requested of Professor Georg Polya

Brown University, Rrovidence, R. I.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early 'reely will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

.

irector for Fellowships

l

REPORT

L/l/l«« 5755&!/‘44 ﬂ/ﬁ‘w—ﬂéd Wyd’wm.@‘%’%
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Is the candldate free from personality ha.ndlcaps Wthh would make it dliﬁcult to obtam and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? -

e ..
Position or Title //V’ /Z"”f—g 4%04. el
Adticess BArosvn %MWCZ-/ @ﬁvmdvnae ey

Daée V{:J-i' —25_/ /?4[

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius RosenWald/ \x\nd - v
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, sta.mped envelope is closed ’J q
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Beatrice Y. Black
Report Requested of Dean R. G. D. Richardson

Brown University, Providence, R. I.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of

great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Miss Black has lived up to our expectations in regard to
her work during the past year. She has been intelligent and dili-
gent and 1s well liked by both faculty and students. In fact, it
is quite remarkable how much she has become a part of the community.

It seems to me that the plan of work which she outlines
for the year 1941-42 1s thoroughly sound, and I trust that she will
be able to carry it out. Of course there 1s always a question as
to whether a candidate has the originality to prepare an acceptable
thesis. Should Miss Black be able to qualify for a Ph.D. in mathe-
matics I believe that she will be the first one of her race to do
so. ©She should prove a very useful member of an academic constitu-
ency after the solid preparation which she 1is acquiring.




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Miss Black has every reason to look forward to a useful career.
So far as I know she has no handicaps of any sort.

Signed % ME;&'W 4

Position or Title_Dean_of the Graduate School, Head of the Department of
Address

Mathematlcs.
Brown University, Providence, R. I.

Date _Em_w/ L : ‘ a
Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald/. L}}d, -
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope i enclosed.

il

/'//1 ”
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Beatrice Y. Black
Report Requested of Professor Jacob D. Tamarkin

Brown University, Providence, R. I.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications, and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the
large number of candidates.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence.

irector for Fellowships

o hove Mo Blact o a Jlidew? < iy C*rd&
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

b Aﬂ,‘q{ff%‘_w _zco a%‘.w( LA P, v% |
£ oa ot &;@ L L g NS
Signed \_,/ e D Nran LN

Position or Title MM
2 b vy
/10-./19&45 P ?- 2 . [
Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald/. Xﬁ;d, g
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope “f nclosed. / /

Address
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate_ Miss Beatrice Y. Black

Report Requested of_Dr. Willy Feller, Lecturer in Mathematics

__Brown University, Providence, R. I.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship

Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. ‘ o

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Miss B.Y.Black attends my lectures on Real Functions and I found

her to be one of my most interested and most successful students.

I have the definite impression that she pursues her studies with
zeal and skill, and I have no doubts about her ability to carry on
her studies to a successful end. I hope this end will be made
attainable for her and wish to give my wholehearty support to her
application.




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?
a

h

Signed__ Willy Feller “ é@ 7VE/Y Zq

Position or Title Lecturer, ass. Editor "Math.Reviews".

As far as I know: yes

Address_ Math. Reviews, Brown University, Providence, R.I.

Providence, R.I. _Date. Dec. 20th 4939

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Ro ?ynd
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stampeT:l envelopa i8 enclosed.

l I‘ ‘ Y



Dear Dean Richardson:

Thisyggme ag wri in support of e application of
cne—ofour Seniprgl Mis atri —Black 5 Tor-a Graduate

Fellowship. ik

First of all, I may say that i1 taught Miss Black for only
"ne semester and that at an elementary level so I am not well cual-
ified to iudge her ability. However, her work with me was of the
highest quality and I know that the other members of the Department

are enthusiastic about her.

t
She #s studﬁ&‘% under our General Honors plan and has—guet—
completed a paper on elementary aspects of differential geometry, a
paper which G@4nusually well written. I~feelsuee that she will be-
~Erodusted withr<honors-thia-Spaing .

Miss Black very well liked by the other girls and although

she{uigw the only colored girl among our majors, was elected president

of our mathematics club, fow-bhis.year, She has a pleasant and attrac-
tive personality and seems—te ad]us erself easily and ouickly to
new cituations. She is very conscientious and a steady and persistent

worker.

Miss Black is very anxious to do graduate work but needs
financial assistance. It seems to me that she is well qualified in
every way, and will no doubt become an excellent teacher. Jkgfgz
P Ol < R ; e you ||~.‘v-'..- i o AR 152 i g06d

-
c -~ c

g Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) . Neal H. McCoy




Copy v})<f' Smith College | ‘klﬂﬁ)
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Dear Dean Richardson: £l

I am writing in behalf of Miss Beatrice Black who ia ap-
plying to yaufor a fellowship to enable her to do graduate work in
mathematics. Miss Black has taken two courses from me, one in
calculus, and one in advanced calculus. In addition, sh: has had an
honors reading course uvnder my supcrvision beth-lest—yeer-eand -thisy
so that T have had ample opportunity to become acquainted with her
and to know her ability.

I am glad to be able to recommend her very highly. In my
opinion she is .v definitely the best student majoring in mathe-
matics here %Hihziﬁgr. Her work is consistently very good. ©She has
enough interest and enthusiasm as well as self control to prepare
her assigmments thoroughly. Of equal or greater importance is the
fact that she has real ability. ©She thinks very clearly and it often
happens that she is the first or the only member of the class to
understand some particular phase of the subject. €he can express
herself either orally or in writing with much grcater clarity than
most students. Her personality 1is excellent. She is a 1littl: reser-
ved until she becomes well acquainted which I assume may be partly
deliberate and calculated to prevent embarrassment arising from the
fact that she is colored. But once she has confidence in your friend-
ship her natural vivacity becomes evident.

She 1is very definitely the type of girl who should be
encouraged tc do further work. Her qgualifications for such work are
very good from every point of view.

Sincercly yours,

(Signed) Deane Mont:omery.

My dear Dean Richardson:

I am very glad to write in support of the application of
Miss Beatrice Yvonne Black for a fellowship at Brown. Miss Black has
done work of honor grade in all her courses in mathematics and has
written an excellent paper in connection with her work for General
Honors. ©She is able and painstaking, a combination of qualities
which has given her increasing power in cach of her years at college.
Her skill in presenting her ideas and defending her own point of view
is unusual for an undergraduate.

Her college 1ife has presented more problems than that of
most girls for she is a negro who has had to overcome certain race
prejudices but who, in spite of them, has lived with anparent serenity
in a college dormitory, where, as well as s,‘she has made
friends by her sweet spirit and nleasant p rso ’ ' J |

In view of all that she has achiTveﬁ so%ﬂ"

may sccure the necessary help for the year of gra 5
she shows so much promise.

(signed)lJ j€u§§n iEmbéQ S |




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND (9 €6 M&—u.r‘

Application for reappointment should be filed by February 15, 1941, Please attach
six copies of a report of your progress under your present grant, and of your plan
of work for the coming year.

Neme __.____ Beatrice Yvonne Black

Present address 40 Fast George Street Providence, Rhode Island
Permanent address _222 N Street, N, W, Washingten, D,C,

Field (Mathematics

Concise statement of plan of work Studles in the field of Analysis

leading to the dg§ree of Doctor of Philesephy. In particular:

completion of preparation for the preliminary examinations and

the beginning of reading and research for the Doctor's thesis,

If fellowship is remewed, where and how do you propose to spend your time?

If the fellowshlp 1s renewed I expect to study at Brown University,

I Intend to spend the coming year completing the ceurse requirements,

preparing for the preliminary examinations and beginning my research,

Under whose supervision? Prof, J.D.Tamarkin or Dr, Willy Beller

For what period are you requesting a renewal? One year

Present status of work toward degree I lack one year course of having com-

pleted the course requirements for the doctorate,

List as references persons under whom you have worked during your present fellowship

Dean R.G.D.Richardson Brown University Providence, R.,I.

Prof. Jacob D. Tamarkin wa " n "

Prof. Georg Polya " n n n

Amount requested from the Fund $1000.00

Publications, if any, since you were ewarded a fellowship None
Are you applying elsewhere for a fellowship? If so, whrre? i ) - Ne J (” '// 7
L | 4
i Azf /

{
!
Do you plan to return to your former position? -~ T\ _

U /[ ERSIT




1941 I

Name Beatrice Yvonne Black Field: Mathematics
Graduate Student, Brown University REAPPOINTMENT
40 East George Street, Providence, Rhode Island

Plan of Work

Studies in the field of Analysis leading to the Ph.D.

. In particular:
completion of preparation for the preliminary examinations and the beginning of
reading and research for the Doctor's dhesis.

Duration of work one year, at Brown University, under Dr. J. D.
Tamarkin or Dr. Willy Feller.

Pesscnsl Date Born Washington, D, C., September, 1919.

Single. Age: 21
Undergraduate Work Smith College, A. B., 1939.

Graduate Work Brown University, 1939 -
Experience
Accomplishments Phi Beta Kappa; Sigma Xi.
Fellowships: Brown University, 1939-40; Rosenwald Fund, 1940-41, $1050.
References

R. G. D. Richardson, Brown University
Jacob D. Tamarkin, Brown University
Georg Polya, Brown University

Budget Summary




Plan of Work for the year 1941-42 | s N

Field: Mathematics

While working at Brown University under my present grant,
I am studying the theory of linear differential equations of
the second order, the theory of integration and its appli-
cations to functional analysis, and Differential Geometry. I
am also enrolled in the seminar course, In this course one
has an opportunity te do individual reading en topics which
are not usually covered in the standard courses. One prepares
and presents before the seminar, which is open to the depart-
ment, at least two papers each semester. Thus one obtains
experience in doing independent reading and tn the attendant
organization of material.

I have to take only ene more year course in order to fule
fill the course requirements for the Ph,D..I have passed my
reading examination in French and I expect to take the German
examination this spring. I intend te remain in Providence
during the first summer months reading under the direction of
some member of the Mathematics department. This reading will
be in the fleld of analysis and should previde a foundation
for the research on my doctor's thesis,

If my grant 1s renewed I will continue my studies at Brewn
University. I shall take a course in advanced teplcs in analysis
and one in Physics, The remainder of my time shall be deveted
to research and to a review for the preliminary examinations
which I expect to take not later than the spring of next year.

By the end of the academic year 1941-42 I expect to have the

research on my thesis well under-way. (\ 3 A(A ol J ‘ [A >/A
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE

Beatrice Y. Black

Georg Polya, Visiting Professor of Mathematics, Brown University

Miss Black worked diligently and seriously in my class on
Differential Geometry. Her home work on the subject was done with ex-
ceptional care. Her test papers were a little less good. Till now her
work entitles her to grade B in the subject of my class. I don't think
it likely that her final grade will be different from B. My personal
impression is that Miss Black deserves to continue her studies in
mathematics.

R. G. D. Richardson, Dean £ the Graduate School, Head of the Department
of Mathematics, Brown University

Miss Black has lived up to our expectatioms in
regard to her work during {,he past year. OShe has been intelligent and
diligent and is well liked by both faculty and students. In fact, it
is quite remarksble how much she has become a part of the commumity.

| It seems to me that the plan of work which she
outlines for the year 1941-42 is thoroughly sound, and I trust that she
will be able to carry it out. Of course there is always a question as

to whether a candidate has the originality to prepare an acceptable

thesis. Should Miss Black be able to qualify for a Ph.D. in mathematics

I believe that she will be the first one of her race to do so. She

e, S -

dould prove a very useful member of an academic constituency after the

solid preparation which she is acquiring.

- - - s




Beatrice Y. Black 2

Jd. D. Tamarkin, Professor of Mathematics, Brown University

I have Miss Black as a student in my course on Functional
Analysis, and also in a seminar. In both courses Miss Black's work
was fully comparable to the work of other students working toward their
Ph.D. degrees. In the seminar particularly Miss Black showed ability
of organizing rather difficult material and of presenting it in a very
good form. In the course on functional analysis she showed good ability
in solving various problems in connection with the material treated in
that course. While at the present stage it is difficult to judge
whether Miss Black has enough originality for writing a first-class
doctoral thesis, I feel convinced that she is improving and gaining
ground continuously, that she applies very serious effort in her work,
and that there is a good hope that she will be successful in writing
her thesis if she is given suitable encouragement. I therefore fully

support her application for a fellowship.

JW




1940 JW

Name

Beatrice Ivonne Black Field: Mathematics

Greduate Student, Brown University

Plan of Work

Personal Data

69 Benevolent Street, Providence, Rhode Island

Advanced studies in mathematics leading to the doctorate in 194R;
the year 1940-41 to be spent in preparation for the preliminary
examinations.

Hag been admitted. Will werk under Dr, J. D. Tamarkin at Brown
University. Study %o begin September, 1940,

Born Washington, D. C., September 2, 1919 Age: %0

Undelqrcduaie Work hith 30110'., ‘o B‘ 3 1989-

Graduate Work

Accomplishments

References

Brown University, Sepbember, 1939 -

Ph4 Beta Keppa; Sigma Xi

Neilson Scholarship at Smith, 1958-59, $500.00.
Smith Studend's Aid Society Fellewship, $700.00
Brown University Scholarship, 1959-40, $300.00.

Dean R. G. D. mm‘“| Brown Mﬂrsiw, ?rﬂﬁd.ne., R. 1.

Professor A

« A. Bennett, Brown University, Providence, R. I.

Dr. Willy Feller, Lecturer in Mathematics, Brown University
Dr. Deane Montgomery, Associate Profeasor of Mathematiecs, Budget Summary
Smith College
Dr. Neal McCay, Departmemt of Mathemetios, Smith College  Iotal Amount Needed 050,00

From Applicant

D all @GR T4

AMOUNT GRANTED
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Beatrice Y. Black

Plan of Work

I wish te pursue advanced studles in Mathematics, specifically
in the field of Analysis. I am now working on my Master's degree
at Brown University. I wish to begin my studies leading to the
doctorate in September, 1940 with the expectation of receiving
this degree in June, 1942, The year 1940-41 wlll be spent in pre-
paration for the Preliminary Examinations. During that year I
shall be studying Functional Analysis, Differential Geometry and
Mathematical Physlcs. I should like to work at Brown University
where I shall probably be supervised by elther Professor Tamarkin
or Professor Adams,

Since there are se few students of Advanced Mathematics among
Negroes and since modern Mathematics 1s advancing so rapldly, I
belleve that there 1s both a need of and a place for those who
are adequately prepared in this subject. After obtalning my doc-
torate I want to teach Mathematics on the college level., By this
work I hope to make some worthwhile contribution toward the

raising of the standards of Negro educatlen.
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE

Beatrice Yvonne Black

Mr. Deane Montgomery, Associate Professor of Mathematics, Smith College,
Northempton, Massachusetts

Miss Black has taken two courses from me, one in
calculus, and one in advanced calculus. In addition, she has had an honors
reading course under my supervision, so that I have had ample opportunity to
become acquainted with her and to know her ability.

I am glad to be able to recommend her very highly. In
my opinion she ws very definitely the best student majoring in mathematics
that we had last year. Her work was congistently very good. She had enough
interest and enthusiasm a&s well as self control to prepare her assignments
thoroughly. Of equal or greater importance is the faet that she has real
ability. She thinks very clearly, and it often happened that she was the
first or only member of the class to understand some particulaer phase of the
subject., She can express herself either orally or in writing with much
greater clarity than most students._ Her personality is excellent. She 1is
& little reserved until she becomes well acquainted, which I assume may be
partly deliberate and ecalculated to prevent embarrassment arising from the
fact that she is colored. But once she has confidence in your friendship,
her natural vivacity becomes evident.

She is very definitely the type of girl who should be
encouraged to do further work. Her qualifications for such work are very
good from every point of view.

Professor Susan M. Rambo, Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts
Miss Black hes done work of honor grade in all

her courses in mathematice and has written an eieeflent_kabﬁéwfé cuﬁﬁgzt@§n v
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(Letters of Reference - Beatrice Yvonne Black) 2

with her work for General Honors. She is able and painsteking, a combina-
tion of qualities which has given her incréasing power in each of her years
at college. Her skill in presenting her ideas and defending her own point
of view is unusuasl for an undergraduste.

Her college life has presented more problemg than
that of most girls for she is a Negro who has had to overcome certain rece
prejudices, but who, in spite of them, has lived with spparent serenity in
a college dormitory, where, as well as in classes, she has made friends by
her sweet spirit and pleasant personality.

In view of all that she has achieved so far, I
hope that she may secure the necessary help for the graduste work for which
she ghows so much promige.

Mr. Neel H. McCoy, Associate Professor of Mathematics, Smith College,
Northampton, Massachusetts

First of all, I may say that I taught Miss Black for only
one gemester and that at an elementary level, so I am not well qualified to
judge her ability. However, her work with me was of the highest quality and
I know that the other members of the Department are enthusiastic about her.
She studied under our General Honors plan and completed a
paper on elementary aspects of differential geometry which was unusually well
written.
Miss Black was very well liked by the other girls and
although she was the only colored girl among our majors, was elected president
of our mathematics club. She has a pleasant and attractive personality and
adjusted herself easily and quickly to new situations. She 15 very consci nt%ous .
and a steady and persistent worker. (\J _j X ‘ <//
Y \Af o 3.
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(Letters of Reference - Beatrice Yvonne Black) $

Miss Black is very anxious to do graduste work, but
needs financiel sssistance. It seems to me that she is well qualified in
every way, and will no doubt become an excellent teacher.

Mr. R. G. D. Richardson, Dean, The Graduaste School, Brown University,
Providence, Rhode 1sland

Miss Black is in competition with a carefully
selected lot of students in the Graduate School at Brown University, and
seems to stand in the upper half of that group; this places her very high.
The senior members of the Department of Mathematics were called together
recently to discuss her case (along with others) and it was the genersl
consensus that the opinions of Professors Montgomery and McCoy of Smith
College are being confirmed. They believed that she was capable of attain-
ing a doctor's degree in mathematics. We have reason, on two months!'
experience, to believe that this is the case. So far as we know there have
been four men of Negro blood who have taken the doctor's degree in mathe-
metice, but no women,

Miss Black seems to enjoy her work here. We sre
willing to keep her on here as a student or we are willing to have her go
elsewhere, as seems best. Brown University is meking this year a contribu-
tion in the form of a tuition scholarship ($300). We stand ready, if neces-
sary, to help in & limited way in future years.

Miss Black makes an excellent appearance and is
treated as one of the group here. There are five other women in the Graduate
School in msthematics and when there is s gathering which involves these girls,

Miss Black is always included.

As secretary of the Americ%n HatLe éjl SocietyJ
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(Letters of Reference - Beatrice Yvonne Black) 4

the research organization in mathematics of the United States and Canada, I
am eware of the need for better prepasraetion of the professors of mathematics
in the Negro colleges. Miss Black will find e position much more easily
than would & white woman taking s doctor's degree in mathematices, and she
ought to be very useful. Brown University has close comnections with
Atlante University since John Hope was a graduate of Brown who was much
respected and loved. Several of our graduates have taught at one of the
colleges connected with Atlante University.

Dr. Willy Feller, Lecturer in Mathematies, Brown University, Providence,
Rhode Island

Miss Black attends my lectures on Real Functions, and I
have found her to be one of my most interested and most successful students.
I have the definite impression that she pursues her studies with seal and
skill, and I have no doubte about her ability to carry on her studies to a
successful end. I hope this end will be made attainable for her and wish to
give my wholehearty support to her application.

Mr. A. A. Bennett, Professor of Mathemstics, Brown University, Providence,
Rhode Island

Miss Black, as a first-year graduate student, is in com-
petition with others, some first-yeer, and some in their second or third
years of greduate studies,in my course in Advenced Algebra. I find Miss
Black holding a place slightly below the average in this selected group of
graduate students from all over the country. It is too early to predict

what her developing maturity in methematical research may promise, but

there seems no question that she is well equipped mesté?y\agﬁ/prof%t—hr<J
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(Letters of Reference - Beatrice Yvonne Black)

graduate courses. Her quickness, persistence, and aggressiveness should
carry her far. She retains the respect and friendship of her fellow
students. She i1s by far the best Negro student I have known in my own
field and teaching experience.
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BRO-WN UNIVERSITY FELLOWS H , P S

PrROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

F“"- March 27, 1941

Mr. George M. Reynolds
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Reynolds:

The senior members of the department of mathe-
matics have just been reviewing the cases of graduate
students who are in their second year and you may be in-
terested to have supplementary information about iliss
Bi%gk,_who is applying for reappointment as a Rosenwa
Fellow. I happen to have had her myself during the first
semester in a course in the theory of differential equa-
tions of the second order, which was open to first and
second year graduate students. ©She stood as well as anyone
in the course. It was not an especially strong group of
10 students, but she did better than I would have anticipated
from what I had learned about her.

Her talk before the Seminar was better than sat-
isfactory and her knowledge of the material was excellent.
Her voice ana presentation were a little monotonous, but
it was a difficult position for her to be in.

We feel that a fellowship would be very well in-
vested in this young lady. There is a likelihood that she
will qualify for a Ph.D. at the minimum level at Brown. (I
should say that the chances are better than even). There
is no question in my mind that she would easily qualify at
a considerable number of other institutions giving degrees
in mathematics. I would not expect her to continue with
research after taking ner degree and we are not sure that
she can do a satisfactory thesis, but we have hopes that
she can.

From what I know of the national situation (as
secretary of our research organization) it should be said
that there would likely be more call for a negress of ability
to teach mathematics than there would be for a white woman
or even for a white man. It should be said also that Miss
Black is growing steadily and that we hold her in high re-
gard as a person and 1n her attitude toward her work. DNext
year would be the crucial one for her, and I sincerely trust
that you will find yourselves in a pesitie :
education further, either here at Brow
where.

RGDR:L
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CELLOWSHIPS
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.40 East George Street
Providence, Rhode Islamd
September 30, 1940

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois
Dear Mr. Reynolds,

In order that you might have an up-to-date account
of my academic record, I wish te inform you that I have
completed the course and language requirements for a
Master's degree. I have done some reading for my Master's

thesis, I did net complete the thesis this summer becguse

I receivéd an oppourtunity te work and this curtailed my
time for study. I expect to finish my paper this winter
and recelive the Master's degree ln June, 1941. Meanwhile,
I am carrying a full-time course of study which will ful-
fill in part the requirements for a doctorate.

Sincerely yours,

/414225a&-§%f454““é’

Whisi. g
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Mr. George M. Reynolds ! E—
Director for Fellowships

Julius Rosenwald Fund

Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Mr. Reynolds:

I have spoken to Dr. Warren Weaver of the

Rockefeller Foundation and Mr. Jackson Davis of the

' General Education Board concerning a young negress
graduating from Smith College this year who seems to
have considerable talent in mathematics and who wishes
to pursue graduate work in that field. They have
suggested that I have her write to you and that I
write to you myself.

Brown University would be willing to do the
maximum that it would for any senior entering on
graduate work, namely, give a tuition scholarship to
this young lady in case she finds a stipend from other
sources that will enable her to come here. As Secre-
tary of the American Mathematical Society I know
considerable about the demand and supply for negroes
in college mathematics. Two or three negro men have
taken Ph.D. degrees in mathematics, but I know of no
woman who has had the ability and ambition to proceed
in this way or even to come near it.

We have had here at Brown a tradition for
175 years of no limitations on race, color, or religion,
and we have always had negro students in moderate num-
bers, including such persons as the late President Hope
of Morehouse College who had close connections with us
and of whom we were very fond. A few of these people
have proceeded to a Ph.D, degree here at Brown Uni-
versity.

Professors McCoy and Montgomery of Smith
College are two of the ablest young mathematicians in

RIS

UNIVERSITY




Mr. Geérge M. Reynolds - 2

the country, and their recommendations of Miss Black
can be taken at par value. It is they who have
interested us in having this young woman come to us for
study. I am venturing to enclose copies of excerpts

of letters from Professors McCoy, Montgomery, and Rambo,
written in regard to the young lady.

A grant of $300 or more a year for a period
of years from your organization would be matched by
one of $300 of our own to cover tuition. I believe that
there would be a call for a really competent negro
woman mathematician; I told Miss Black to write to
President Florence Read of Spellman College on that head
inquiring concerning the demand.

Sincerely yours,

R.G.D. Richardson,
Dean.

DBM
Enc.




6 JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Miss Beatrice Y. Black

Report Requested of ¥r. A. A. Bennett, Professor of Mathematics

Brown University, Providence, R. I.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. Amn early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.
ne 207, Cromo-filo

Director for Fellowships

i ;




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position glvmg hlm opportumty to utilize his abilities? .

g T A e e e
Mé?uw W7 SR s
Signed /V/Z/M

Position or Title

.
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/ZIA/)/\, ,//:m_(_,( /p / Date 4C // /7.1"1

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius \Rosenwal KL}
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope i closed.
l [ | \




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship M

Name of Candidate_ Miss Beatrice Y. Black
Report Requested of . Mr. R. G. D. Richardson, Dean

The Graduste School, Brown Universgity, Providence, R. I.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for

grants.
W% Cpold.

Director for Fellowships

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

REPORT

Miss Blacik is in campetition with & carefully selectad
lot of students in the Graauate wochool at Brown University and
seems to stand in the upper half of that group,; this places her
very high. The senior members of the Department of ictheumztics

ere callea together recently to discuss her case (along ith
others) and 1t wes the general consensus that the opinions of
Professors Montgomery and McCoy of Smith College are being con-
firmed. They believed that she was capable of =ttaiping a
doctor's degree in methematics. Ve have reason, ort two months'
experience, to believe that this 1s the case. §So far as we know,
there have been four men of negro blood who have teken the BPh-D%
in mathematics, hut no women.

Miss Blac« seems to enjoy her work here. Wwe &re

wt1ling to keep her on here as & student or ve cre willing to

have her go elsev»here, as seems best. Brown University is

making this year & contribution in the formwefua tui/t}. n f =l
scholarship ‘.; 500). we stand ready, 1if necess r)L in 8

limited way i future years.
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Miss Blacx makes an excellent appearance cnd is treated
as one of the group here. There are iive other women in the
Graduate School in mathematicsg ang when there is gathering
which involves these girls, Miss Bl:ack 1s always included.

As secretary of the amerlcan Mathematicel Society, the
research organization in mathématics of the Uhlted States and
Canada, I am aware of the neea for better preparation of the
professors of mathematics in the negro colleges. Miss Black
will find a position much more easily than would a white woman
taking a Ph.D. in mathematics and she ought to be very useful.
Brown University has close connections with atisnta Uwiversity
since John Hope was a graduate of Brown, who was much respected
«nd roved. Several of our gradu=tes have taught at one of the
colleges connected with Atlanta University.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed % EZZVQ ordoer

Position or Tltle_zuu. %d \{;4 b HLLA——G) M‘ /r)a,td“

*"“ﬁ@“f“éﬁ“* zy

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Juhus’

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addr smmpefﬁ mﬁlob
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April 17, 1940

Dear Miss Black: It 18 a pleasure to inform

you that you have been se-
lacted by the Committes on Fellowships of the
Julius Rosenwald Fund to receive a grant of one
thousand and fifty dollsrs ($1,050) to assist
you in carrying forward your study of mathematics
at Brown University for ons year.

Please let us know at once
whether or mot you can accept this grant. An
official announcement of the Committee’s sslec-
tions for the year will be mads soon and it can
include only those from whom acceptances have
besn received. :

VYery truly yours,
GHR1 ML CGecrGE M. ReynoLDs

e
nevolent Stree

Providence, Rhode Island
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NAME OF STUDENT _Bestrice Yvonne Hiasck
ADDRESS ————————

INSTITUTION ATTENDING __Erown Univeraity

INSTITUTIONAL POSITION
SPECIFIC FIELD__Mathemetics

STATEMENT OF OFFER

mathemstics at Brown University for one year.®
AMOUNT OF OFFER— 8080 PAYMENT DATES— ,
CHECKS PAYABLE TO _J
TIME PERIOD OF OFFER—J0€ Y&ar ‘

APPROVED BY 7 1 il ' AUTHORIZED BY_M_

PAYMENTS

DATE EXPLANATION |l AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT
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