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Julius Rosenwald F~d 
4901 Ellis Avenue r- C ,_LOWS ~, 

To 
ti•• Bu:trioe I• !lack 

.0 last Geoi-1• Stree\ 

frow14eaoe, Jlhode I■laad 

Ck.111211 

Ac-counts 

legro rellow■hiPt 

Checked by Posted by 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 1121 

Date ••• IO, lNl 

Appropriation No. Debit 

89-7 tioo.oo 
Credit 

V 



FELLO S PS 

April 2, llMl 

a,- dear Dun Richardson1 Thank you ftry 
JIIUch £or your let.­

tar regarding ~--..!~~--a.-.iiJtL...,.~ }wr ppl.1-
cation tor a ft.i:iew.1:u. o he ~ • oelw 
the caret'ul conaiderat.ion of the Committee on 
•ellowsbipe at its tortbcom1pg raeetill&• 

Yer., tru.13 yours, 

uECRGE M. REYNOLDS 

Dean a. G. D. Richardson 
BrollD Um:nrai v 
Profl.de:ace, Rhode Island 

u E R S I 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
1111 Beetrioe t. Blas 

'° laa\ hors• Stn•t 

Pronden.ce, Jlhode l1laml 

4901 Ellis Avenue F LLQ 
CHICAGO t:_ 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date •rob a., 1941 

th1nl J.utallaent on t.U.n1b1p ,rant - - - - - - - - - - - - 1100.00 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

legro P eUo .. bipa 19-7 1100.00 

Prepared by - Checked by Posted by 

Credit 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
ti•• Beat.rio• I . Bl.Mk 

40 .aut. Geoq• Ive t. 

Pnd.d11D041t I.bode Ialud 

771 

4901 Ellis ATenue I L 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. tle. 

Date 
new• 

Seoaad ina'8llaeat on tellowah1p p-an, - - - - - - - - - - - 1200.00 

Accounts 

legro Fellowahi})9 

Prepared by 

Al 
Checked by 

Appropriacion No, Debit 

t200.oo 

Posted by 

Credit 



F£ LO S. \PS 

Bc,ye,aber 25, 1940 

Dear lliaa Black& I am encloaing a aet ot bl.aw, 

in response to J'01U' note of 

t.he 22nd. It JOU w1ah to appq tor a nmnal. ot 

,our gn.za\ I would suggest that you '&1 t uutll 

later in the yaa:r when lpeCial toru tor that 

purpoae eN ~ tor diatribut:ton. 

ill good wiahu to ;you in 70u-r 

present wort. 

Sincerely ,ours, 

Secret.&17 to M.r. Reynolds 

40 F.aat George Street 
Pro'Y.S.denee, Rhode Islam 

u I 

' 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
49~1.i ~ll~s AA;;i:;e FELLOWSHIPS 

To Payment Voucher No. 1192 
•1ea hat.rlo• 'f. l1aet 

Date lept•ber U, 1940 
ltf. I S\reet, •• W. 

711 inatallaen\ on tellow9hip paai - - - - - - - - .. 1110.00 

Accounts 

le~o Pello•hipa 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

t5SO.OO 

Credit 



7 

S\-\\ 

Sept.eaber U • 1940 

Dear tiss Blacks The pa:,aent plan outlined 

1n your letter or Septeaber 10, 

ia entirely" agreeabl.e to ue. The first inataillleat 

ia encl.osed. Future pqaenta will be •ent. to 7ou 

at 40 East George Street, PrO"lidenee, Rhode laland.. 

Dil&JJl DOROTHY A. El VI OOE 

tiss 
222 , ... ..«~~ r-r..• · 
luhi11gton, D. O. 

u I E R S I 



FELLQWSHIP~22 N Street , N. W. 

Comptr oller , Julius 

4901 Ellis Avenue 

Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Miss Elvidge : 

Washingt on, D. C. 

-

I shall register at Brown University for the en-

, 
• 

suing year ' s work en September 23 . I wish to submit the 

fellewing payment plan . I should like tG receive the 

money from my fellowship in quarterly installments 

of #350, J200 , $300 , and #200 in the order named . I 

request this method of payment because my expenses are 

heaviest in the fall since I usually have t• buy all 

my books at that time . 

The first installment I should like to have sent 

to my home address given above . After September 22 my 

address will be 40 East George Street, Providence , 

Rhode Island . 



FE LOWSHIPS 

September •• 194.0 

l>Hr llin Blacks I.n order that we 'flA7 haft yaur­

academi e record ooaplete, I am 

writing to aak whet.her or mt you recei'Yed a 

auter'a degrN this year trom Brown Um.Terait.,', 

or will you akip that atep and work directq on 

your doctorate! 

.ill good wishes to you. as 

your work beg:lna thi• tall. 

E R I T V 



F 

Ila)- 1, 1940 

Dear Iii.ea Blacks When 7ou are ready to begin 

wort under 7our tellonhip 

grant, ldncll7 aubmi_t a ,P&JMat plan that will aeet 

7oar needs. It ia cuato11ar7 tor Pellon to prefer 

pey-aent. either in aonthly or quart,erq 1Aata.11ant■, 

but it another plan ia aore--agreeabu to 7ou do not. 

healtate to aggeat it. 

DAlbRW 

• Pr<m.denoe, Rhode Ialand 

le17 tl"llly 7ourt1, 

0oROTHY A. ELVIDGF 

u E R I - y 



F LL 

September 18, 19~9 

Dear Mia• Black, Duriraa the epring we had correa-

pom.nce •1th you and with Dean 

1.1.chardaon ot !Srown Oni'Yers1 t.y- reprdi!Ji ths posei-

bili t, ot your app}3ing tor a Rosenwald Fund tellowehip. 

!pplle&tion blaDks tor 1940 grants ara no• ready' for 

41atribution. and I am enc,looing a aet.. Should you 

be 1ntereeted 1n beooaing a candidate tor a 1940-41 

tellowahip we shall be glad to give your application 

caretul consideration. 

fer, tru~ yours, 

GMRtMLO 
GEORGE M. REYNOLDS 

PS 

u IVERSI y 



April I, 1959 

Dear Dean 81.chardsozu I am sorey that. there 
has 'been a del.q in 

replyug to 7our letter regardina ¥.iss Black, wt 
1t cams juat as we were pr•pal"i.ng ma r a .. the 
first 11MtJ.ug or our Comaittee on Jtellowab1pa. 

Sbort.17 betore your 
letter was rece1ved I "Bl'Ote Wise Black, axpl.ainhag 
that Jamary 10 was the deadlim tor th• acceptance 
of appllcatiou, &nd uking that it she were interested 
1n appqi~ tor a grant. tor 1940 that sb.e 1•t ill touch 
wit.hue during the autumn. I hope she will tind it 
poaaible to do this, as your 1'9C01111&Diation and the 
atate•enta boa her Smith inatructors are so e%Cellent. 

Dean B.. G.D. Richa.rdson 
The Graduate School 
Brown tJ n1 Tarsi t,­
Provideuce, abode Island 

IVERSI 



larch 7, 19i9 

IIJ' dear Miss Blacks I am aorey to tell you that 
the final date tor the ac­

ceptance ot tellolfship applications tor 1939 was 
Jame.ry 10 .. Should you be interest.eel in applying 
for a 1940 grant, and should your plan come within 
tbe scope or our program, ple&H get in touch Ti th 
me during the earl,¥ autumn. 

use 
Smith College 
lorthupton, lassachuaettB 

Yer, truly yours, 

u I E R S I y 





Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Miss Beatrice y . Black 

Professor Georg Polya 

Brown University, ~rovidence, R. I. 

A 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early re~ly will be of 
great assistance in all.owing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adeqitate consideration of the 
"large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~ nll~ p~.l4 

E 



f ~ ~ Le U.. ':l},:,~1.,·a (_ ~ ,n-,_ 7 ,w,•,q 

~ drjf-u--J ~ B . 11,:t- fU14 ~ r~ ~ ?.· .,,._ 

;t,,,, ~ ~ Jl<ar/:.. A7~~ ~ ~~ 
k. 4tud-,,~ CM ~ -~~.:t/4'0 , 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize lus abilities? - - • 

Signed--· -~--~~-~~--

Position or Title ___ ,_/d_{..,-,_/_'M_ ._..-p,.,_· ....,,.J __ <_/J_;i_: _ _,~----=-M...---=---------

Address --_::73~/).o~ --w-Yl-'-. '---~--~--' -,,,7',_~~, ~-¼_ i'//1.._ · oUA,, __ '-R._· ~· - R__,_, _~ _
1 

• 
r-;:--

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwal , d, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope r t closed. 

✓ 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Miss Beatrice Y. Black 

Dean R. G.D. Richardson 

Brown University, Providence, R. I. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. /in ~arl.Y reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consid eration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

½ 7,l. ~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Miss Black has lived up to our expectations in regard to 
her work during the past year. She has been inte].l:i,_gent and dili­
gent and is well liked by both faculty · and students." In fact , it 
is quite remarkable how much she has become a part of the community. 

It seems to me that the plan of work which she outlines 
for the year 1941-42 is thoroughly sound, and I trust that she will 
be able to carry it out. Of course there is always a question as 
to whether a candidate has the originality to prepare an acceptable 
thesis. Should Miss Black be able to qual!ty, for a Ph .D. in mathe­
matics I believe that she will be the first one of her race to do 
so . She should prove a very useful member of an academic constitu­
ency after the solid preparation which she is acquiring. 

I 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Miss Black has every reason to look forward to a useful career. 
So far as I know she has no handicaps of any sort. 

Signed ..,...., __ If4_ , -',,-4; .. ,........- -~....;-. , -•·"""''~-• ~ ...... ,, -~ -----._.;..;., _, __ ____,-,-,....-.--.-.-~~----__. 

Position or Title Dean of the Graduate School, Head of tbe Department of 
D.thematics. 

Address ---=B~r~o~wn-=-~U=n=i~v=e~r=s=i~t~Yi,--=-P~r=o~v=i=d=e=n~c=ei,-=R=·--=I=·-----------

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Juliu , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stam ed env 

I I 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Miss Beatrice Y. Black 

Professor Jacob D. Tamarkin 

Brown University, Providence, R. I. 

A 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~~JZ-,U-~~ 
- &rector for Fellowships 

u I -



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

. J: do ~ ~ ~ ~·(~ wi.·d_ _] ~ 
.L ,l,,Jf·..,/f-- /-_ ~ ~ to .. ~·w, ~ ~ ~ ~ . 

t. a. ~ Lv~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~~, ---Signed ,,_/ ..- (3) ~~~·~ 

2:L&AML'-

{ 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwalc:IL'. , d, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope 1: closed. 

1r I 
✓ 

N I 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate liss Beatrice I. Black 

Report Requested of_j)...L_ Willy Feller, Lecturer in Mathematics 

Brown University, Providence, R. I. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

I.it ,-m.~~ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Miss B. Y.Black attends my lectures on Real Functions and I found 

her to be one of my most interested and most successful students. 
I have the definite impression that she pursues her studies with 
zeal and skill , and I have no doubts about her ability to carry on 
her studies to a successful end. I hope this end will be made 
attainable for her and wish to give my wholehearty support to her 

application. 

f 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

0 
As far as I know: yes 

Signed Will;,, Feller . °' ffe ::i&~ 
PositionorTitle Lecturer, ass. Editor "Math. Reviews" . 

Addr-e&l-s __ M_a_t~h_. ____ R_e_v_i_e_w_s_,_B_r_o_w_n_ U~n~i_v_e_r_s_i_t~y_,_P_r_o_v_i_d_en_c_e~, __ R_._I_. ____ _ 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, J o d 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stam 1 

E R S I 



Dear Dean Richardson: 

This J..me . a 
r, l1Q of a vr fl e nwz;' .Mis 
Fellowship . 

ort of ~e application of 
ac '(eel edP, 'r'or a Graduate 

First of all , I may say that k taught Miss Black for only 
ne semester and that at an elementary level so I am not well ual­

ified to iudge her ability . However , her work with me was of the 
highest quality and I know that the other members of the Department 
are enthusiastic about her . 

l 

She~ stud~ under our General Honors plan and ba; aYs~­
completed a paper on elementary aspects of differ ntial g ometry, a 
paper which~nusually well written. 1 feel ~4hat she will be_ 

-=t1adaatea with-hone,-~ nie ipriIJ.g -

Miss Black ~e~y well liked by the other girls and although 
she~ the only colored girl among our majors , was elected president 
o~ our mathematics clubr!gp tb1s yeat, She has a pleasant and attrac ­
tive personality and ..Qeme te-adjusi..,herself easily and nuickly to 
new i tuations . She s very consciemious and a steady arn persistent 
worker . 

Miss Black is very anxious to do graduate work but needs 
financial assistance . It seems to me that she is well qualified in 
ev.ery way, and will no doubt b come an excellent te cher . ~ 
apht!Len, a:ny assHltan~ yao mar he ' alsle te gtv@ her ft!l:! oe ~ gctod 
• PtYe ;!!!'t,ment, . -

'" 

(Signed) 

V ry sincerely yours , 

.Neal H. McCoy 

I E R IT 



Copy,,,,~ 
Smith College 

t. 

vP Dear Dean Richardson: 

I am writing in behalf of Miss Beatrice Black who ia ap­
plying to ycufor a fellowship to enable her to do graduate work in 
mathematics . Miss Black has taken two courses from me , one in 
calculus , and one in advanced calculus . In addition, sh has had an 
honors read:ng course under my sup rvision ~eta laa~ ~ear -&BQc ~ 7 
so that T have had ample opportunity to become acquainted .1th her 
and to know her ability . 

I am glad to be able to recommend her very highly . In my 
opinion sh i~U~definitely the best student majoring in mathe­
matics here t~r. Her work is consistently very good . She has 
enough interest and enthusiasm as well as self control to prepare 
her assignments thoroughly . Of equal or greater importance is the 
fact that she has real ability . She thinks very clearly and it oft n 
happens that she is the first or the only member of the class to 
understand some particular phase of the subject . She can express 
herself either orally or in writing with much grater clarity than 
most students . Her personality is excel ent . She is a littl reser­
ved until she becomes well acquainted which I as~ume may be artly 
deliberate and calculated to prevent embarrassment arising from the 
fact that she ls c lored . But once she has confidenc in your friend­
ship her natural vivacity becomes evident . 

She is very definitely the type of irl who should be 
encouraged t d further work . Her qualifications for such work are 
very good from every point of view . 

Sincer ly yours , 

(Signed) Deane Mont omery . 

"'II.y dear Dean Richardson: 

I am very glad to write in support of the application of 
Miss Beatrice Yvonne Black for a fellowship at Brown. Miss Black has 
dom: -work of honor grade in all her courses in mathematics and has 
written an excellent paper in connection ith her work for General 
Honors . She is able and painstaking , a combination of qualities 
wh'ch has given her increasing power in ach of her years at college . 
Her skill in ~resenting her ideas and defending her own point f view 
is unusual for an undergraduate . 

Her college _ life has ~resented more problems than that of 
most girls for she is a negro who has had to overcome certain race 
prejudices but who , in spite of them, has lived with a)par nt serenity 
in a college dormitory , where , as well a~ cl~ss~s she s ma.Q.e 
friends by her sweet spirit and leasant p rsonjilit, . 

In view of all that she has ach 
may s · cure the necessary help for the year 
she shows so much promise . 

(Signed) 

soJ 
of gra 

S I T f 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FOND 

Applioation tor reappointment should be filed by February 15, 1941. Please attach 
six oopies of a report of your pl"ogress under your present grant, and ot your plan 
ot work for the co.ming year. 

Name Beatr19e XYR00 8 Blagt 
Present address 40 !:;1st Geors; \il Street It~J.:gence . Rhode I ~&nd 

Perm.anent addrea~ 222 N Street a N. W. Washin5ton , D, C, 

Field Mathemati cs 

onoise statement ot plan of V(ork Studies i n the f i eld of Analys i s 

leading to the degree of Doctor of Philosophl• In ,earti cular: 

complet i on of preparat i or( for the prelimi nary exami nat ions and 

the beginni n§ of r eadi n5 and research for the Doctor ' s thes i s . 

If fellowship is renewed, where and how do you propose to spend your time? 

I f the fellowsh ip i e renewed I expect ,to study at Br own Un ivere i t y, 

I intend t o spend the coming year 
1
complet i n5 the course requi rementt , 

prepar ing for the . preliminary examinations and beginni ng my resear ch . 

Under whose supervision? Prof . J . D. Tamarkin or Dr . Willy ieller ---------------------------For what period are you requesting a renewal'? One year ____ .;._ ___________ _ 
Present status of work toward degree I lack, one year course of havi ng com­

pleted the course · requirements for the doctorate . 

List as references persons under whom you have worked during your present fellowship 

Dean · R. G. D. Richardson • Brown Uni vers i ty Providence , R.I. 

Prof . Jacob D. Tamarkin II ti II " 

Prof . Georg Polya II II It II 

Amount requested from the Fund 11000.00 

Publications, if any , since you were awarded e. fellowship None -----------
Are you applying elsewhere tor a fellowship? 

Do you plan to return to your former position? 



1941 JW 

Name Beatrice Yvonne Black 

Graduate Student, Brown University 

Field: Ma thema. tics 

REAPPOINTMENT 
40 East George Street, Providence, Rhode Island 

Plan of Work 
Studies in the field of Analysis leading to the Ph.D. In particular : 

completion of preparation for the preliminary examinations and the beginning of 
reading and research for the Doctor's thesis. 

Duration of work one year , at Brown University , under Dr . J . D. 
Tama.rkin or Dr . Willy Feller . 

Personal Data Born Washington , D. C., September, 1919. Single. Age: 21 

Undergraduate Work Smith College, A. B., 1939. 

Graduate Work Brown University, 1939 -

Experience 

Accomplishments Phi Beta Kappa; Sigma Xi. 

Fellowships : Brown University, 1939-40; Rosenwald Fund, 1940-41, $1050. 

References 

R. G.D. Richardson , Brown University 
Jacob D. Tamarkin , Brown University 
Geor·g Pol.ya, Brown University 

Flt ' 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AM6'µNT GRANTED 

$1,000 

$1,600 



Plan of Work for the year 1941-42 

Field: Mathematic_s 

While working at Brown University under my present grant, 

I am studying the theory of linear differential equation■ of 

the second order , the theory of integration and its appli­

cations to functional analysisJand Differential Geometry . I 

am also enrolled in the seminar course . In this course one 

has an opportunity to do individual reading on topics which 

are not usually covered in the standard courses . One prepares 

and presents before the seminar, which is open to the depart­

ment, at least two papers each semester. Thus one obtains 

experience in doing independent reading and ~n the attendant 

organization of material . 

I have to take only one more year course in order to ful­

fill the course requirements for the Ph . D. I have passed ~y 

reading examination in French and I expeat to take the German 

examination this spring . I intend to remain in Providence 

during the first summer months reading under the direetion of 

some member of the Mathematics department . This reading will 

be in the field of analysis and should pr vide a foundation 

for the research on my doctor ' s thesis . 

If my grant is renewed I will continue my studies ~t Brown 

University . I shall take a course in advanced topics in analyaia 

and one in Physics . The remainder of my time shall be devoted 

to research and to a review for the preliminary examinations 

which I expect to take not later than the spring of next year . 

By the end of the academic year 1941-42 I expect to have the 

research on my thesis well under-way . 



LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Beatrice Y. Black 

Georg Po]ya, Visiting Professor of Mathematics, Brown University 

Miss Black worked diligently and seriously in my class on 

Differential Geometry. Her home work on the subject was done with ex­

ceptional care. Her test papers were a little less good. Till now her 

work entitles her to grade Bin the subject of my class. I don't think 

it likely that her final grade will be different from B. My personal 

impression is that Miss Black deserves to continue her studies in 

mathematics. 

R. G.D. Richardson, Dean cf the Graduate School, Head of the Department 
of Mathematics, Brown University 

Miss Black has lived up to our expectations in 

regard to her work during the past year. She has been intelligent and 

diligent and is well liked by both faculty and students. In faot, it 

is quite remarkable how much she has become a pa.rt of the 0omm1.mit7 . 

It seems to me that the plan of work which she 

outlines for the year 1941-42 is thoroughly somid, and I trust that she 

will be able to carry it out. Of course there is always a question as 

to whether a candidate bas the originality to prepare an acceptable 

thesis. Should Miss Black be able to qualify for a Ph.D. in mathematics 

I believe that she will be the •first one of her race to do so. She ---- •• -·---· SDuld prove a very useful member of an academic constituency after the 

solid preparation which she is acquiring. 

R 

( I 
(( 



Beatrice Y. Black 2 

J. D. Tamarkin, Professor of Mathematics, Brown University 

I have Miss Black as a student in my course on Functional 

Analysis, and also in a seminar. In both courses Miss Black's work 

was fully comparable to the work of other students working toward their 

Ph.D. degrees. In the seminar particularly Miss Black showed ability 

of organizing rather difficult material and of presenting it in a very 

good form. In the course on functional analysis she showed good ability 

in solving various problems in connection with the material treated in 

that course. While at the present stage it is difficult to judge 

whether Miss Black has enough originality for writing a first-class 

doctoral thesis, I feel convinced that she is improving and gaining 

ground continuously, that she applies very serious effort in her work, 

and that there is a good hope that she will be successful in writing 

her thesis if she is given suitable encouragement. I therefore fully 

support her application for a fellowship. 

JW 

u s 



1940 Tl 

Name Deatr1c.e Yvonne Black Field: Ma:\hematica 

• r. ·~ua.\e Stu.den\, Broq Un.i:nrei'7' 

Plan of Work 

Personal Data 

69 Benevolent street, Providence, lb.ode Island 

AdT&n.Ceci studiea 1a matbematica 1ead.1Dg to the doctorate ia 1941J 
the 7-.r 1940-U \o be 1pent 1a preparatio-n for \he pNl.illinUT 
examinatioaa. 

Ha.a been adll.1 t"'8d. Will nrk under Dr. J. D. Tamarkin at Bron 
lJnivera:t1r. 8'ud;v' ~ begia phmber, 1940. 

Born •~, D. c., Septeaber a, l.919 

Undergraduate Work Sm.1th College, i. B., l9S9. 

Graduate Work 

Experience 

Accomplishments 

References 

ber, 1959 -

Phf. Beta lappaJ Si.pa n 
leilson Scholarahip a~ Smi\111 1958-59, tsoo.oo. 

Smith Studed•• .lid Soci•'1' Fellowahip, t100.oo 

BrOllJI Uninrai\r Scholarlhi, 1959-401 poo.oo. 

Dea I.. G.D. Rioharclaon, BrOWll Uninreiv, Pro"ri.dence, R. I. 
Professor .4 • .l. Benn.ti, Bro1111 Universit,- 1 Pro"fi.dence, :a. 1. 
Dr. Will¥ feller, Lecturer in lla'lhdatic1, Brown Uninr1i'r 
Dr. Dean• Moa'aollel')", Aasocia"8 Profaasor ot Jla.\heaatio1, Budget Summary 

Smith College 
J)r , leal JlcCa.r, Depa.rim.en\ ot llathematioe, &aith College Total Amount Needed 

From Applicant 
From Fund 

AM~~ GRANTED 
l.r 
l _) J I,, 

$1050.00 
- - T 

tl050.00 
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Beatrice Y. Black 

Plan of Work 

I wish te pursue advanced studies in Ma.thematics , specifically 

in the field of Analysis . I am now working on my Master's degree 

at Brown University . I wish to begin .my studies leading to the 

doctorate in September, 1940 with the expectation of receiving 

this degree in June , 1942. The year 1940-41 will be spent in pre­

paration for the Preliminary Examinations . During that year I 

shall be studying Functional Analysis, Differential Geometry and 

Mathematical Physics . I should like to work at Brown University 

where I shall probably be supervised by either Professor Tamarkin 

or Professor Adams . 

Since there are so few students of Advanced Mathematics among 

Negroes and since modern Mathematics is advancing so rapidly, I 

believe that there is both a need of and a place for those who 

are adequately prepared in this subject . After obtaining my doc­

torate I want to teach Mathematics on the college level . By this 

work I hope to make some worthwhile contribution toward the 

raising of the standa rds of Negro education . 





LF.l'TERS OF REFERENCE 

Beatrice Yvonne Black 

Mr. Deane Montgomery, Associate Professor of Mathematics, Smith College, 
Northampton, Massachusetts 

Miss Black bas taken two courses from me, one in 

calculus, and one in advanced calculµs. In addition, she has bad an honors 

reading course under my supervision, so that I have had ample opportunity to 

become acquainted with her and to know her ability. 

I am glad to be able to recommend her very highly. In 

my opinion she 1iis very definitely the best student majoring in ma.thematics 

tha.t we had last -,ear. Ber work was consistently very good. She ha.d enough 

interest and enthusiasm as well as self control to prepare her assignments 

thoroughly. Of equal or greater importance is the fact that she has real 

ability. She . thinks very clearly, and it often happened that she was the 

first or onl7 member of the class to understand some particular phase of the 

subject. She can express herself either orally or in writing with much 

greater clarity than most students. Her person.al.ity is excellent. She is 

a little reserved until she becomes well acquainted, which I assume may be 

partly deliberate and ealculated to prevent embarrassment arising from the 

fact that she is colored. But once she has confidence in your friendship, 

her natural vivacity becomes evident. 

She is very definitely the type of girl who should be 

encouraged to do further work. Her qualifications for such work are very 

good from every point of view. 

Professor Susan M. Rambo, Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts 

Miss Black bas done work of honor grade in all 
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with her work for General Honors. She is able and painstaking, a combina-
. . 

tion of qualities which has given her increasing power in each of her ye~rs 

at college. Her skill in presenting her ideas and defending her own point 

of vie• is unusual for an midergraduate. 

Her college life has presented more problems than 

that of most girls. for she is a Hegro who has had to overcome certain race 

prejudices, but who, in spite of them, bas lived with apparent serenity in 

a college dormitory, where," as well as in classes, she has made friends by 

her sweet spirit and pleasant personality. 

In view of all that she has achieved so far, I 

hope that she may secure the necessary help for the graduate work for which 

she shows so much promise. 

Mr. Neal H. McCoy, Associate Professor of .Ma.thematics, Smith College, 
Northampton, Massachusetts 

First of all, I may say that I taught Miss Black for only 

one semester and that at an elementary level, so I am not well qualified to 

judge her ability. However, her work with me was of the highest quality and 

I know that the other members of the Department are enthusiastic about her. 

She studied under our General Honors plan and completed a 

paper on elementary aspects of differential geometry which was unusually well 

written. 

Miss !la.ck was very well liled by the other girls and 

although she was the only colored girl among our ma'ors, was elected president 

of our mathematics club. She has a pleasant and attractive per sonality and 

adjusted herself easily and quickly to 

and a steady and persistent worker. 

u I I t/ 
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.Miss Black is very anxious to do graduate work, but 

needs financial assistance. It seems to me that she is well qualified in 

every way, and will no doubt become an excellent teacher. 

Mr. R. G.D. Richardson, Dean, The Graduate School, Brown University, 
Providence, Rhode Island 

Miss Black is in competition with a carefull7 

selected lot of students in the Graduate School at Brown University, and 

seems to stand in the upper half of that group; this places her very high. 

The senior members of the Department of Mathematics were called together 

recently to discuss her case {along with others) and it was the general 

consensus that the opinions of Professors Montgomery and McCoy of Smith 

College are being confirmed. They believed that she was capable of attain­

ing a doctor's degree in mathematics. We have reason, on two months' 

experience, to believe that this is the case. So far as we know there have 

been four men of Negro blood who have taken the doctor's degree in mathe­

matics, but no women. 

Miss Black seems to enjoy her work here. We are 

willing to keep her on here as a student or we are willing to have her go 

elsewhere, as seems best. Brown University is ma.king this year a contribu­

tion in the form of a tuition scholarship {$500). We stand ready, if neces­

sary, to help in a limited way in future years. 

Miss Black makes an excellent appearance and is 

treated as one of the group here. There are five other women in the Graduate 

School in ma.thematics and when there is a gathering which involves these girls, 

Miss Black is always included. 

As sec3:'.etary 
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the research organization in mathematics of the United States and Canada, I 

am aware of the need for better preparation of the profeesors of mathematics 

in the Negro colleges. Miss Black will find a position mu.ch more easily­

than would a white woma.n taking a doctor ' s degree in mathematics, and she 

ought to be very useful. Brown University has close connections with 

Atlanta University since J ohn Hope was a graduate of Brown who was much 

respected and loved . Several of our graduates have taught at one of the 

colleges connected with Atlanta University. 

Dr. Willy Feller, Lecturer in Mathema.ties, Brown Universit7 , Providence, 
Rhode Island 

Miss Black attends nry lectures on Real Functions, and I 

have found her to be one of my most interested and most successful students. 

I have the definite impression that she pursues her studies with zeal and 

skill , and I have no doubts about her ability to carry on her studies to a 

successful end. I hope this end will be ma.de attainable for her and wish to 

give "Iey wholehearty support to her application. 

Mr. A. A. Bennett , Professor of Mathematics, Brown University, Providence , 
Rhode Island 

Miss Black, as a first-year graduate student, is in com­

petition with others, some first-y-ear, and some in their second or third 

years of graduate studies,in my course in Advanced Algebra . I find Miss 

Black holding a place slightlyb~low the average in this selected group of 

graduate students from all over the country. It is too early to predict 

what her developing maturity in mathematical research may promise , but 

there seems no question that she is well equipped 

I S I 
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graduate courses. Her quickness, persistence, and aggressiveness should 

carry her far. She retains the respect and friendship of her fellow 

students. She is by far the best Negro student I have known in my own 

field and teaching experience. 

u 
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PROG:RF.SS REPORT - JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND FELLOWS 

Name _ _ ~~cli.,la,.,_+ ........ r .. &,wc..__-1w~wi•i..:a1N1N11o1l~Ja..-J .. ca....,,Ab-----------------
Present position Gbd w.+c s±HfJ1:a,t -~rtW:tt l..l:niv«r3i±y 

Ad.dress .:&a.a Ii ~u.1 r{, kf. 

W.1 b ia,:bn,J>•' · 
Since your fellowebip waa awarded have you received 

(a} a salary increase? ----------------------
( b) a promotion in rank? If so, please describe __________ _ 

Degree received durine award, or since, or progress made toward degree: 

en .. ,.+$, .. gf ~C,itllCf it) rl•+ba:n:aca:+t',, ,,,,1·-,, ,l,a,. ''*' 

Title of dissertation 

Publications, if any. (Please give titles, date, and place of publication.) 

Special honors or activities 

General remarks __________________________ _ 

I I f 



BROWN UNIVERSITY 
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

Fc:LLdWSHIPS 

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 

Fr~~ 
Mr. George M. Reynolds 

March 27, 1941 

Julius Rosenwald Fund L / 
4901 Ellis Avenue ·j---
Chicago, Illinois - --1 ~,--1-__ 

Dear Mr. Reynolds: , (i4 
The senior members of the department of mathe­

matics have just been reviewing the cases of graduate 
students who are in their second year and you may be in­
terested to have supplementary information about Miss 
Black~ ~ho is applying for reappointment as a Rosenwa!a 
Fe'Ilow. I hap~en to have had her myself during the first 
semester in a course in the theory of differential equa­
tions of the second order, which was open to first and 
second year graduate students. She stood as well as anyone 
in the course. It was not an especially strong group of 
10 students, but she did better than I would have anticipated 
from what I had learned about her. 

Her talk before the Seminar was better than sat­
isfactory and her knowledge of the material was excellent. 
Her voice ana pres en ta tion were a little monotonous, but 
it was a difficult position for her to be in. 

We feel that a fellowship would be very well in­
vested in this young lady. There is a likelihood that she 
will qualify for a Ph.D. at the minimum level at Brown. (I 
should saJ that the chances are better than even). There 
is no question in my mind that she would easily qualify at 
a considerable number of other institutions giving degrees 
in mathematics. I would not expect her to continue with 
research after taking ner degree and we are not sure that 
she can do a satisfactory thesis, but we have hopes that 
she can. 

From what I know of the national situation (as 
secretary of our research organization) it should be said 
that there would likely be more call for a negress of ability 
to teach mathematics than there would be for a white woman 
or even for a white man. It should be said also that Miss 
Black is growing steadily and that we hold her in high re­
gard as a person and in her attitude toward her work. Next 
year would be the crucial one for her, and I sincerely trust 
that you will find yourselves in a pps· o to ~bsi e he 
education further, either here at Brow Un vere,ftY r else-
where. I \ 

Very pinq re , :\4rour , 

f.h. ~- c ~ 
RGDR:L ardson Dean. 

j .i:::. I -



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

4901 Ellie Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Reynolds, 

PS 

. 40 Eas t George Street 

Provrcfence, Rhode Islam 

September 30, 1940 

In order that you might have an up-to-date account 

of my academic record, I wish te inform you that I have 

completed the course and language requirements for a 

Master's degree. I have done ·eome reading for my Master's 

thesis. I did not complete the theeie this summer because 

I received an oppourtunity to work and this curtailed my 

time for study. I expect to finish my paper th i s winter 

and receive the Master's degree in June, 1941. Meanwhile, .... 

I am carrying a full-time course of study which willful­

fill in part the requirements for a doctorate. 

Sincerely yours, 

' 

UNIVE S I !r 1 



Mr. George M. Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Mr. Reynolds: 

I GA~i~ I -1--

=1- -M~Jc: -- -

------l'·· ---

I have spoken to Dr. Warren Weaver of the 
Rockefeller Foundation and Mr. Jackson Davis of the 
General Education Board concerning a young negress 
graduating from Smith College this year who seems to 
have considerable talent in mathematics and who wishes 
to pursue graduate work in that field. They have 
suggested that I have her write to you and that I 
write to you myself. 

Brown University would be willing to do the 
maximum that it would for any senior entering on 
graduate work, namely, give a tuition scholarship to 
this young lady in case she finds a stipend from other 
sources that will enable her to come here. As Secre­
tary of the American Mathematical Society I know 
considerable about the demand and supply for negroes 
in college mathematics . Two or three negro men have 
taken Ph.D. degrees in mathematics, but I know of no 
woman who has had the ability and ambition to proceed 
in this way or even to come near it. 

We have had here at Brown a tradition for 
175 years of no limitations on race, color, or religion, 
and we have always had negro students in moderate num­
be,s, including such persons as the late President Hope 
of Morehouse College who had close connections with us 
and of whom we were very fond. A few of these people 
have proceeded to a Ph.D. degree here at Brown Uni­
versity. 

Professors McCoy and Montgomery of Smith 
College are two of the ablest young mathematicians in 

NI E R S I T 



Mr. George M. Reynolds - 2 

the country, and their recommendations of Miss Black 
can be taken at par value. It is they who have 
interested us in having this young woman come to us for 
study. I am venturing to enclose c·opies of excerpts 
of letters from Professors McCoy, Montgomery, and Rambo, 
written in regard to the young lady. 

A grant of $300 or more a year for a period 
of years from your organization would be matched by 
one of $300 of our own to cover tuition. I believe that 
there would be a call for a really competent negro 
woman mathematician; I, told Miss Black t write to 
President Florence Read of Spellman College on that head 
inquiring concerning the demand. 

DBM 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

R.G.D. Richardson, 
Dean. 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Jliss Bea trice Y. Black 

Report Requested of llr. A. A. Bennett, Professor of Jlathematics 

Brown University, Providence, R. I. 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

r 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship ,v> ~ 

Name of Cmdidate._ -M .... 1.aas~D.u.e ... a'""t..._rj.,c...,e:L..,l,Y ...... ~BM.l.wa-..c ... );..._ __________ _ _ _____ _ 

Report Requested 0£ Mr. R. G. D. Richardson, Dean 

The Graduate School, Brown University, Providence, R. I. 

The above~named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and qualifications, 
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field 
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship 
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for 
grants. 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Miss lil c is in c.anpet1tion itJh • c re.full~, se1ectarl 
lot of students in the Graauate ~cnool t Bron University. and 
seems to stand in the upper half of that group, this places her 
very high . Tne senior members of the De rtment of the tics 

ere callea together recently to aiscuss her case (along 1th 
others) and it cs the general consensus that the opinions of 
Professors Montgomery and McCoy of Smith College are being con­
firmed . They believed that she was capable of ttai.n.ing a 
doctor ' s aegree in mathematics . e have reason, onto months ' 
experience, to believe that this is the case. So far as. e Know, 
there have been four men of negro blood no have taken the Ph . D. 
in mathematics , aut no women . 

Miss Blac seems to enjoy her orK here . ne re 
illing to kee her on here as a student or e ~re, i 1· to 

have her go elsewhere , as seems best . Brown Universit~ is 
making this ear a contribution in the for n t • n 
scholarship ~oo) . we stand re~ay, if nee ss r, e 
11ml tect we., r ~ u ~ure -years . , 

r. . ~ 
rr r 
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Miss Blac-.. makes an excellent appearance nct is treated 
as one of the 0 rou. here . There are 1. ve other ,. omen in the 
Graduate School in mathematics anq :nen there is gathering 
hich involves these irls, Miss Bl CA is al , ays included . 

As secretar~ of the ~me~·c . ~themsticLl Society , the 
research organiz~tioh ln matnematics of the United States and 
Canada , I am aware of the neea for better preparation of the 
professors 01 mathematics in the negro colle es . diss Blac ~ 
ill find a .position much more e s • 1., than ., uld a wn-lte oman 

taking a Ph . D. in mathematics and she ought to be very useful . 
Bron UniveLsity has close connections ith Atianta U~~ver ity 
since John Hope was a graauate of Brown, no was mucn respected 
nd Loved . Several of our raa, tes have taught at one of the 

colleges connected ith .tlanta University . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, J 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, s 

u T 



Aprll l?• 1940 

Dear lies BlacJu It 1a a pl.eaaun to intora 
JOU that J01l h«ff been se,.. 

lacted b., tM Coaittee on Fellonbipa ot the 
3ul1u Rosemrald YUDd to receiY& a grant of one 
t.bou.s&nd and tUtiJ' dollars ($1.oso) to uaiat. 
70U in CUT1iD& for,rari JOUZ' study of aathellatica 
&\ Brown Uniwrsiv for OD9 J'9U'• 

Please let u know at once 
llhether or rot you. can accept tbia grant. AD 
o.tt1oW am:toUDCement. ot the Comittee•a selec­
tions £or the 7e&r wUl be made soon and it can 
incl.ude oaq those boll whom acceptances haft 
been received. 

OIRlllLU 

Pro'ridenoe, Rhode Island 

Verr tralT 7oure, 

GEORGE M. REYNOLDS 

R S I 
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ACCOUNT Se&ra lellgub1~• FEA~b-Q¥i~o~ 1.E_S 

NAME OF STUDENT Bea~:lco Ywcmne Black 
-•-

ADDRESS 

INSTrnITION· AITENDING Jhtaa tJniYeJ!al-

INSTrnITIONAL PosmoN Graduate Student, BroJlQ UoiYer11t.,' 
SPECIFIC FIELD llathemat1ce 

STATEMENT OF OFFER 
au to 11,, Bl.act - "17/'°• I 

I 

ltiT. -I• A ... ,--.:. •• _ .. t.l"\ -1-- _ ......... "'-· --- \,,--- 'L. - -- - _, _ _ ... _,.2 - • "'"" r,,.._ .......... I 
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• - r . .. - .. -
mathellat1c1 at Brown Un1i:ei:a1!,x t,u~ m:u~ J:tHI~•• 

I 

. 

·~ 

I 
6'l nJ:ft 

AMOUNT OF OFFEn - PAYMENT OATES 

~ CHECKS PAY ABLE TO 

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER On• ,l&al' l 

APPROVED BY N~ AUTHORIZED BY ~ed:.. 

PAYMENTS 
DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT 
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