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A SOUTHERNER LEARNS ABOUT RACE 

BREWTON BERRY 

LET no O!le call me radical. I was born 
and bred in the Deep South, of a long 
line of Colonial Dames, D.A.R.'s, u.n.c.'s, 
and unreconstructed rebels. At a very 
tender age I acquired strong prejudices 
against Republicans, New Englanders, 
and the tariff. Even earlier, though, I 
had learned the orthodox racial creed of 
the South and had mastered the com­
plicated code of interracial etiquette. I 
knew which race was superior and which 
had been foreordained to hew the wood 
and draw the water. It was perfectly ob­
vious to me that Negroes were naturally 
lazy, musical, and incompetent. I knew 
"instinctively" how to deal with them. 
I addressed them as "Auntie," "Mammy," 
and "Daddy," but never as "Mister," 
"Mistress," or "Miss." They cut my hair 
and rubbed on the tonic but did not 
shake my hand. They prepared my food 
and served it to me but never sat at a 
table with me. They called only at our 
back door and occupied the rear seats of 
the bus. They had their own churches and 
schools. To me this all seemed entirely 
rational and proper. 

Habits thus acquired are not easily dis­
carded. Even now it is only righteous 
indignation that makes me vote Repub­
lican; and when kind words about New 
England slip through my lips, I take 
secret pride in my magnanimity. Yes, and 
to this day I never pass a Sherman monu­
ment without thumbing my nose at it. 

As for the interracial mores, I must 
confess that I am conventional-at least, 
ostensibly. I dance only with Nordics, 

Alpines, Mediterraneans, and mixtures of 
these three. And I have no doubt that 
the man my daughter marries, whatever 
be his intellectual and moral qualifica­
tions, will have the acceptable amount of 
pigment in his epidermis. 

My prejudices, however, do not lead 
to violence. Lynching I condemn; the 
persecution of Jews I deplore; and recent 
immigrants and their children, I know 
full well, are not one whit more iniquitous 
than the Founding Fathers. Ku Klux 
Klans, Coughlins, and Winrods get no 
support from me. 

But I am no reformer. The role of the 
crusader has never won me over. I admire 
martyrs and am often tempted t<1 envy 
them their bliss; but I doubt that I shall 
ever emulate them. When in Rome I try 
to do as the Romans; and I appreciate 
similar efforts on their part. This attitude 
I attribute to the study of anthropology, 
but the cause may be glandular. I don't 
know. Call me conservative, Tory, re­
actionary, or what you will. But not 
radical. 

Creeds and etiquette, however, are 
quite different things. Toward the latter 
my policy is usually one of conformity, 
but toward the former I am disposed 
to be critical and rebellious. Before I 
had graduated from short pants I had 
played havoc with the Apostles' Creed, 
much to the consternation of aunts, 
uncles, and parents. My faith in the 
racial creed remained unshaken much 
longer, until college professors, books, 
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and several years' residence abroad com­
bined to make me skeptical. As a con­
sequence, in place of the racial creed 
acquired in my youth, I now hold to a 
new one: 

First, our popular orthodox ideas about 
race are no better than superstitions. 
They were born, not of cool, scientific 
thinking, but were smuggled into our 
heritage to justify exploitation, to pro­
tect privilege, to arouse nationalism, or 
to cover ignorance. 

Second, there are no fundamental dif­
ferences between the various races. 

And third, there is no such thing as a 
race in the first place. 

Allow me, by way of novelty, to discuss 
these points in reverse order. 

First, then, races are fictions- the 
modem counterparts of witches, ghosts, 
and goblins-existing only in our minds, 
although we commonly treat them as 
-though they were real, objective entities. 
But, you are probably saying, do we not 
see them with our eyes? Does not every­
one know to which race he belongs? ·well, 
so did our ancestors actually see witches 
and ghosts, and there were many who 
even confessed that they were witches. 
The five senses are by no means infallible. 

This belief that races are real things 
is betrayed in the questions one frequently 
hears. How many races are there? To 
which race do the Polynesians belong? 
To which the Hindus? As well to ask, 
How many slices are there in a pie? Two, 
four, six; it all depends. Or this, On which 
shelf of a bookcase should one put The 
Autobiography of Benvenuto Cellini? 
The assignment of people to races, like 
the carving of a pie or the cataloging of 
books, is an arbitrary affair, depending 
on the whim of the carver, the criteria 
chosen, the purpose of the classification. 

The fact of the matter is that no two 
people are exactly alike. We differ in a 

great variety of ways. There are Repub­
licans and Democrats; monogamists and 
polygamists; theists, atheists, and agnos­
tics; liberals, radicals, and conservatives; 
idiots and geniuses. We are tall, short, fat, 
and skinny. Some are musical, some not. 
Noses are straight, concave, convex, and 
sinuous. Some have thick lips, some thin. 
Some have a good deal of pigment in the 
skin, others less. 

Now some of these differences are ob­
viously hereditary, others acquired, and 
many hard to determine. Also, some of 
them seem important, while others are 
incidental. Except for our prejudices, we 
should probably agree that such things 
as intelligence, health, and temperament 
are important differences, but that it mat­
ters not whether the nose is straight or 
aquiline, whether the hair is curly or 
wavy. But suppose the hair is kinky? Sup­
pose the nose is broad and flat? Very 
important indeed, as far as the status of 
the individual is concerned; more im­
portant even than intelligence and tem­
perament. Quite so; but only because we 
have arbitrarily attached social significance 
to these biological trivia. 

The word race involves some of these 
differences. But not all of tl1em. At least, 
it shouldn't. Yet we commonly hear al­
most any kind of group designated a race. 
There is the Anglo-Saxon race, the Slavic 
race, the French, the Latin, the Aryan, 
the Jewish, Irish, Gypsy, and Teutonic. 
Now these names represent quite differ­
ent kinds of aggregates of people; but fue 
elusive word race, which means almost 
anything, fits them all. Thus, in popular 
use, the word seems to refer to a group of 
people having anything at all in common, 
hereditary or acquired, biological or social. 
And a word that becomes so promiscuous 
needs to be punished-perhaps even ostra­
cized. 

If we keep it, however-and we prob­
ably shall-wp--sl!ould ~es ·ct its--.use to 
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large groups of people who have in com­
mon, more or less, certain hereditary, non­
adaptive, physical features. That would 
rule out as criteria of race such things as 
language, religion, politics, and nation­
ality. But what about height, weight, bald­
ness, and epilepsy? We had better rule 
them out too; for, although they are 
somewhat hereditary, they would give us 
too much trouble and we have troubles 
enough as it is. That leaves as criteria such 
things as head-form, the eyes, the shape 
of the nose, the color of the skin, the 
thickness of the lips, the type of hair. 

Now if Nature had not jumbled our 
precious criteria, the problem of con­
structing racial pigeon-holes would not 
be so difficult. But Nature is impish, and 
she has accordingly put curly hair on the 
chocolate-skinned Australian, wavy hair 
on the black Veddha, and abundant hair 
on the slant-eyed Ainu. She has bles;ed 
the Nordic with the accolade of dolicho­
cephaly, and then, Puck-like, turned 
around and given it to the Negro. 

But that is only half of the story. What 
about the value of these criteria? Which 
is most important? Which next? If one is 
to classify anything, one must be con­
sistent and not flit from one criterion to 
another. That is easier said than done, 
when one is dealing with races. Which is 
most important? Skin color, hair, the nose, 
or the skull? To be perfectly honest about 
it, none of them is important. They are 
all secondary. But we must decide which 
of these empty things is least empty. We 
must arrange them in some order--empty, 
emptier, emptiest. 

That is precisely what the scientists 
have never been able to do; and for that 
reason hardly two of them agree as to the 
number and composition of the races. 
Thus one scholar makes an elaborate classi­
fication of twenty-nine races; another tells 
us there are six; Huxley gives us four; 
Kroeber, three; Goldenweiser, five; and 

Boas inclines to two, while his colleague, 
Linton, says there are twelve or fifteen. 
Even my dullest students sometimes note 
this apparent contradiction. 

There is no such thing as a race. Per­
haps I should now qualify that sweeping 
statement. I wish, just for a moment, that 
I could speak the language of philosophy. 
What I want to say is that races are not 
the kind of things that people think they 
are. They are not entities, but arbitrary, 
man-made categories. In matters of meta­
physics I confess I am naive. In my inno­
cence I take it that some things, such as 
the Empire State Building, are very, very 
real; that the Democratic Party and the 
Methodist Church are also real, although 
there is a difference; but that such things 
as introverts, liberals, extroverts, and mo­
rons are subjective, descriptive categories. 
We have constructed these pigeon-holes 
to suit our purposes. Races belong to this 
last type of reality. We have made them 
ourselves, for one reason or another; and 
in the making of them we have used the 
convenient but inconsequential fact that 
people have different kinds of hair, eyes, 
and complexions. 

The second article of my faith is that 
there are no important differences between 
these arbitrary groups that we call races; 
that is, no innate differences in intelli­
gence, temperament, physiology, artistic 
abilities, and the like. 

Popular opinion, of course, holds that 
races and nationalities do by nature differ 
greatly. Englishmen are taciturn, Negroes 
musical, Italians volatile, Russians phleg­
matic, Chinese passive, Hindus mystical, 
Jews aggressive, Indians stolid, and Irish­
men witty. 

Most of these impressionistic charac­
terizations can be dismissed as so much 
piffle. ,1/hen one comes to know the mem­
bers of another race, group, or nation, one 
realizes the inadequa1r'such ~neraliza-
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tions. I used to believe that Scotchmen 
were rough, jolly, and thrifty-a nation 
of Harry Lauders. But after living among 
them for a while, I am at a loss to find 
any adjective that is applicable. My Scot­
tish acquaintances run the whole gamut 
of personality types-from topers to tee­
totalers, from prigs to profligates, from 
sapheads to scholars. Such truth as there 
is in these broad characterizations of 
people can be adequately explained in 
terms of their culture, without resorting • 
to such myths as "the national mind" or 
"the soul qualities of the race." 

In this scientific age we insist that our 
prejudices be fortified with facts and fig­
ures, and we have accordingly produced a 
mass of data to prove we are the chosen -
people. The arguments usually run along 
these lines: ( 1) some races have larger 
brains than others; ( 2) some produce 
more geniuses than others; ( 3) history 
and cultural achievements prove the su­
periority of certain races; and ( 4) intelli­
gence tests clinch the debate for our side. 

Now if these arguments are valid, they 
prove also that men arc superior to wom­
en. Their brains are larger, they have 
given us more geniuses, and historically 
they have achieved more. As much as I 
should like, however, to believe that the 
male is God's chosen sex, I must confess 
that these reasons leave me unconvinced. 
About all they prove is that the men have 
written more books. 

In the matter of race, then, bear in 
mind that we have made the tests, using 
the paraphernalia of our culture; we h~ve 
decided who the geniuses are; and we 
have set up the criteria for judging back­
wardness and progressiveness, invariably 
choosing those things in which we excel. 
Not only that, but we have insisted that 
the decision be made at this very moment, 
when we seem to be in the lead. Now in 
poker, if one persists in stacking the cards 
and quitting the game when he is in the 

lead, he deserves to be shot. In debate 
should the standards of sportsmanship be 
lower? 

Anyone familiar with history knows 
that culture has a way of arising, accumu­
lating, and spreading over the world with 
a complete and serene indifference to such 
matters as skin color and nose width. Our 
own civilization is a patchwork of ele­
ments gathered from every comer cf the 
earth and handed down from the remote 
past. Most of us are only passive carriers 
of the culture we have inherited; it is the 
rare individual who makes any contribu­
tion to the social heritage. It is as absurd, 
therefore, for Americans or Englishmen 
or Caucasians to use their culture as evi­
dence for their superiority as for Barbara 
Hutton to insist that the size of her bank 
roll proves her a financial genius. 

The third doctrine of my creed con­
cerns the function of our racial supersti­
tion, which, I maintain, is chiefly mas­
querade, camoufiage, and rationalization. 

One must admit, however, that, fiction 
though it be, it has done its job well. 
Hitler himself has said, "I know perfectly 
well-just as well as these tremendously 
clever intellectuals-that there is no such 
thing as race. But I, as a politician, need 
a conception which enables the order 
which has hitherto existed to ·be abol­
ished; and for this purpose the conception 
of race serves me we1l." And Mussolini, 
echoing these sentiments, said, "Race is a 
feeling, not a reality; ninety-five per cent, 
at least, is a feeling." 

A glance at the history of the word 
"race" will throw some light upon its 
function. Its actual origin is disputed by 
etymologists; but it did enter the western 
European languages late, coming into the 
English from the French in the 16th cen­
tury, and into the German in the 18th. 
Originally the word was used to denote 
the descendants of a single person as, for 
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example, the race of Abraham. In short, 
race was a word associated with the in­
stitution of the family. Now the family 
is one of man's oldest institutions, and a 
great deal of sentiment and loyalty has 
grown up around it. Nations, on the con­
trary, are very recent, not so firmly planted 
in our social heritage. The racial myth ac­
cordingly represents the effort to transfer 
to the nation the feeling and loyalty 
long associated with the family. 

Human groups are not like herds of 
cattle or flocks of birds, which are held 
together by their gregarious instinct. 
People must be united by more subtle 
bonds--common language, a common 
body of traditions, symbols such as flags 
and kings, and perhaps best of all a 
common enemy. \1/ith all of these, how­
ever, it is no easy task to mold a mass of 
human beings into a single body. Small 
wonder, then, that the race myth-the 
superstition that a great nation of people 
is really one big family, with a common 
ancestor, with the same blood in their 
veins-small wonder that such an idea, 
coming just at the time when nationalism 
was arising, should be taken up so eagerly. 

Not only did the race fiction fit beauti­
fully into the budding nationalism of the 
period, but it was equally useful in another 
connection. Europeans, at the time, were 
going abroad conquering native peoples, 
robbing, slaughtering, and enslaving them. 
They were not satisfied merely to accept 
their dominance as a fact and let it go at 
that. From the very first they sought to 
rationalize and justify their conduct. Tom 
the Spanish had their apologists, who con­
veniently discovered that tl1e Indians were 
really not human beings at all, but were 
another "race," descended from some pair 
other than Adam and Eve. There were 
other good "reasons" for enslavement, too 
-theological, Biblical, and pseudo-scien­
tific. And these spread rapidly _from one 
European nation to another, for some-

thing was desperately needed to soothe 
the white man's conscience. 

Race has been a useful tool, not only 
in bolstering nationalism and in justifying 
our sins, but in covering our ignorance as 
well. Note how often in music, art, and 
literature, when one is at a loss to account 
for some strange effect, the vague myth 
of race is resorted to. A biographer, for 
example, concludes that President Roose­
velt's stubbornness is due to the Dutch 
blood in his veins; a critic informs us that 
the peculiar qualities of Tschaikovsky's 
music are the manifestations of his Rus­
sian race; and· a military expert explains 
the bombing of Honolulu as a conse­
quence of the "strong strain of Malay 
blood in the Japanese race." And thus the 
authorities would have us credit them 
with keen biological insight. 

Indeed, no other character in fiction 
has played so many roles, and with such 
perfection. 

It has not been my purpose here to 
criticize, or to overthrow, our social struc­
ture. As a sociologist, I realize how deep­
rooted are the institutions and mores of a 
people, and how difficult it is to try to 
alter them. I know, too, the futility of 
simple and sentimental panaceas. 

The answer I do not know. r even doubt 
such problems have "solutions," as prob­
lems do in mathematics. 

We do not "solve" racial problems­
we move in directions. And there are only 
two alternatives. One leads to persecution, 
hatred, and bestiality. The other is the 
one I believe we Americans have slowly 
but hesitantly trod-the path of accept­
ance, co-operation, and democrai:y. 

Born and reared in South Carolina 
where his forebears arrived in 16701 gradu­
ate of Yale and Edinburgh, Brewton Berry 
is Associate Professor of Sociology at the 
University MMi~sou/i1 
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THE MESTIZOS OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

BREWTON BERRY 

ABSTRACT 

There are several communities of white-Indian-Negro hybrids in South Carolina, the members of which 
do not fit into the biracial caste system upon which the state's whole social structure is built. Similar groups 
are found in other states. Some of these are amalgamating with the Negroes, while others have won an 
intermediate status as "Indians." Those in South Carolina have resisted both of these accommodations 
and have persistently fought for white status. Their present position in etiquette and in local institutions, 
such as churches and schools, is a particular one, being the status of neither Kegroes nor whites. 

There are in South Carolina today fully 
five thousand people-perhaps even ten 
thousand-who do not fit into the bira­
cial caste system upon which the' state's 
whole social structure is built. These out­
castes insist that they are white, and 
they claim the privileges and courtesies 
of white people. Some of them, if pressed, 
will not deny a strain of Indian, though 
they take no pride in· the fact; and most 
of them are offended even at that sugges­
tion. The dominant whites, on the other 
hand, are convinced that there is a trace 
of Negro blood in them and, on the the­
ory that "one drop of Negro blood makes 
one a Negro," are reluctant to accept 
them and regard their claim to white 
status with various and mixed emotions, 
ranging from amusement to horror. 

This failure of a sizable group of peo­
ple to fit into the social system creates 
many problems. It is, in fact, a threat to 
the whole structure, undermining the 
popular faith that the system functions 
adequately and will continue to function 
forever. "We simply cannot admit them 
to the white schools," confessed _ one 
trustee, "because, if we did, pretty soon 
the Negroes would want to come in, and 
then where would we be?" The same 
question arises with respect to churches, 
hospitals, political parties, parks, play­
grounds, moving pictures, hotels, res­
taurants, clubs, and cemeteries. These in-

34 

stitutions, in all of which rigid racial seg­
regation is the rule, are operated upon 
the assumption that every person is 
either white or black and that there are 
absolute criteria to determine in which 
group one belongs. It is so with regard to 
the etiquette of race relations. "I wish 
you would tell me what these Brass 
Ankles are," said a bank teller, "so I 
would know whether to 'mister' them or 
not." Most disturbing of all is the threat 
to the assumed purity of the white race; 
for if these doubtful ones are being ab­
sorbed without dire consequences, as 
seems to be the case, what is to prevent 
an inundation of Negro blood? 

These outcastes, whom I call "mesti­
zos," are designated by a wide variety of 
names, none of them flattering. In Rich­
land County they are known as "Red 
Bones." In one section of Orangeburg 
County they are "Red Legs"; in another, 
"Brass Ankles." The degrading name 
"Brass Ankle" is also commonly used in 
Dorchester, Colleton, Berkeley, and 
Charleston counties. In Sumter they are 
called "Turks"; in Bamberg, "Buck­
heads"; while in Marlboro, Dillon, Mari­
on, and Horry they are "Croatans," a 
name that is sometimes shortened to the 
even more unflattering "Cro." In Ches­
terfield they are known as "Marlboro 
Blues,"a slur on the adjoining county, 
whence they came. In some localities 
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they are given the most common sur­
name in the group and are called 
"Creels," "Chavises," "Goins," or 
"Bones," the last being an impudent 
corruption of the family name Boone. 
Elsewhere they are called "Greeks," 
"Portuguese," "Clay-eaters," "Yellow 
Hammers," "Summerville Indians," or 
simply "th< 3e yellow people." These 
names have :Lt least one thing in common: 
they are ro rndly despised by the mes­
tizos them£ .!lves and are never used in 
their presence by anyone who under­
stands their feelings-and by others only 
once. 

The origin of these names, as of the 
people themselves, is lost in the obscure 
past. There are, however, innumerable 
stories which purport to solve the mys­
tery and which are believed and recount­
ed as solid fact by many South Caro­
linians, both white and Negro. Most ro­
mantic and widespread is the legend that 
they are descended from Sir Walter Ra­
leigh's Lost Colony and the Croatan In­
dians who befriended them, plus a sub­
sequent admixture of Negro blood. Each 
locality, however, has its own mythol­
ogy. The so-called "Turks," of Sumter 
County, are said to be descendants of la­
borers imported from Turkey by General 
Thomas Sumter, or of Turkish pirates 
stranded on the Carolina coast, or of 
refugees who escaped from their pirate 
captors. The legends are numerous and 
never convincing. The mestizos them­
selves are far more concerned with the 
present and future than with the past; 
but their position was best expressed in 
an unusually frank admission which one 
of them made to me: "Tell you the truth, 
we don't know what we is. But we know 
we ain't niggers; we know that." 

The probability is that the mestizos 
stem from the thirty-odd small, inde­
pendent Indian tribes which originally 

inhabited the coastal region of South 
Carolina. These tribes were not exter­
minated, as was hoped and believed, but, 
stripped of their Indian culture and tribal 
consciousness, survived in the isolation of 
river swamps and pine barrens. From the 
earliest historical times they began to re­
ceive into their veins the blood of white 
traders and adventurers i and this process 
of "bleaching" has continued to the pres­
ent time, with the result that Caucasoid 
features predominate. Runaway slaves 
and free Negroes, too, probably contrib­
uted to the mixture of blood found in the 
mestizos; but that was long ago, for at 
the present time mestizos have few con­
tacts with Negroes. When the first census 
was taken in 1790, one of the categories 
into which names were placed was head­
ed "All Other Free Persons." Prominent 
in this category are the surnames Drig­
gers, Russell, Braveboy, Swett, Scott, 
Shavis, Williams, Bunch, and Harmon. 
To this day these are the most common 
mestizo surnames; and the districts from 
which they were reported in 1790 are 
still the sections in which mestizos bear­
ing those names are living. 

There are no infallible criteria for 
identifying a mestizo. Physical features, 
unfortunately, help but little-are, in 
fact, deceiving. Mestizos are anything 
but homogeneous. Not a few of them 
have fairer features than most white peo­
ple, while many of them are more Ne­
groid in appearance than many mulat­
toes. In skin color they range from fair to 
dark brown. They are found with every 
type of hair-kinky, frizzly, wavy, and 
straight; black, brown, and flaxen. A 
frizzly type is not uncommon; but most 
of them have black, coarse hair, straight 
or slightly wavy. Some of them are taken 
for Negroes wherever they go, while 
others have confessed to me that they 
have no troubl1 at ~~ i.n..~~f ing s-Whi e 
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-except m the immediate community 
where they are known. A city school 
superintendent, who had the task of 
keeping them out of the white schools, 
said: 

You can't tell a Brass Ankle by looking at 
him. Around here most of them look just like 
white people. We have to go by their names 
mostly. If anybody has the name Russell, 
Williams, Driggers, or Bunch, we can be pretty 
sure they don't belong in this school. .... I 
have a teacher who has lived in this community 
all her life, and she knows everybody. When I'm 
in doubt, I rely on her judgment. 

A member of a small-town Baptist 
church had this to say: 

Once we were calling a new preacher. We 
had about decided on a fellow named Reverend 
Swett. When the congregation was voting on 
him, one lady got up and said, "What did you 
say his name was? And where is he from?" 
When they told her, she said, "Well, I come 
from the county myself, and I know that any­
body over there by the name of Swett is a 
Brass Ankle." So we didi).'t elect him; but he 
got a fine church in another town not far from 
here ..... He sure didn't look like a Brass 
Ankle to me, though. 

Surnames, birthplace, and the persons 
with whom one associates are. the prin­
cipal criteria for identifying a mestizo in 
South Carolina, although skin color is of 
some importance, and other Negroid f ea­
tures, such as hair form and width of 
nose, do not pass unnoticed. 

South Carolina is not alone in having 
an outcaste element of this type. Dela­
ware has its Moors and Nantichokes;1 

North Carolina, its Indians of Robeson 
County;' Alabama, its Creoles and Ca-

• C. A. Weslager, Delaware's Forgotten Folk 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1943). 

• Guy B. Johnson, "Personality in a White­
Indian-Negro Community," American Sociological 
Review, IV, 516-23. 

juns;3 Tennessee, its Melungeons;4 and 
similar peoples are found in many other 
states, chiefly along the Atlantic and 
Gulf coasts. 5 Several of these groups have 
succeeded in winning for themselves a 
status as "Indians" ;6 and while that is 
less desirable than white status, it is not 
so objectionable to them as relegation to 
the Negro caste. These even come to 
speak of themselves as Indians, perhaps 
even to think of themselves as such; and 
a few with whom I have talked seem to 
take a genuine pride in the thought. 
Other communities of this type have un­
dergone or are undergoing a process of 
disintegration, are intermarrying with 
Negroes, and are accepting Negro teach­
ers for their schools, with the ultimate 
result that they will be merged with the 
Negro race.7 

The situation is different in South 
Carolina. There the mestizos have stead­
fastly resisted all efforts to relegate them 
to the Negro caste, though there are a 
few individual exceptions here and there. 
At the same time they have never suc­
cumbed to the temptation to seek an in­
termediate status as "Indians"- a solu­
tion of the problem which the whites 
would gladly accept. Instead, they have 
persistently fought for white status, and 
their efforts have met with a surprising 
degree of success. 

J H. M. Bond, "1\vo Racial Islands in Alabama," 
American Journal of Sociology, XX.XVI, 552 ff. 

◄ Paul D. Converse, "Melungeons," DicW.onary 
of American History (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1940), III, 371. 

• Laurence Foster, Negro-Indian Relationships in 
the Southeast (Philadelphia: Privately printed, 1935), 
pp. 13-18. 

6 Johnson, op. cit., p. 518; Weslager, op. cit., 
pp. 82-1u. 

7 E. Franklin Frazier, Tlze Negro Family in the 
United States (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press,1939),pp. 215- 45. 
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In its attitudes and mores with respect 
to mestizos, South Carolina does not dis­
play any uniformity or consistency. In a 
few communities they are accorded a 
relatively high status, are admitted to the 
white section of moving-picture houses, 
send the.ir children to white schools, are 
not excluded from white churches, and 
often intermarry with white families of 
the lowest class. Even so, all these privi­
leges are grudgingly given, and certain 
ones are entirely withheld. In other com­
munities they are carefully excluded from 
white schools, churches, and restaurants; 
they are not given titles of respect; and 
they must occupy the Negro-section of 
the theaters (with the result that they 
never attend). But even in communities 
of this latter type, where their status is 
barely above that of the Negro, it is, 
nevertheless, above it. They will be found 
sitting in the white waiting-rooms at bus 
stations, occupying the front seats of the 
busses; and the gestures, expressions, and 
intonations which whites customarily use 
in their relations with Negroes are avoid­
ed in contacts with mestizos. In their at­
titudes and policies toward mestizos 
most communities in the state fall some­
where between these two extremes. 

Those Negroes who have had any con'.. 
tacts at all with mestizos seem to hold a 
very realistic view of the situation. They 
appreciate their anomalous position, 
their aspirations, and the rebuffs with 
which their efforts are met; and they 
agree almost unanimously on the three 
racial strains that enter into their make­
up. One aged and illiterate Negro woman, 
when I professed to be ignorant of the 
situation, explained: "Brass Ankles ain't 
niggers an' dey ain't straight w'ite," and 
then elaborated upon that succinct defi­
nition. Another, rolling back her sleeve, 
said, "See here, I is black; and you is 

w'ite; but dese Brass Ankles, dey is yaller 
nuttin." A college-bred Negro man said: 

I feel sorry for the Brass Ankles. They don't 
know where they fit in, nor how far they can 
go. It's not so with me. I know, for instance, 
when to get on a bus, and where to sit, once 
I get on. But these Brass Ankles never can be 
sure about anything. 

The whites, however, have never crys­
tallized their attitudes or formed any 
clear stereotype of the mestizo. It is 
otherwise, of course, with respect to the 
Negro, about whom white people have 
definite and positive beliefs, inaccurate 
though they be. As a matter of fact, most 
South Carolina whites, are unaware even 
of the existence of such an element in the 
population. The mestizos are concen­
trated in the Low Country; and few in 
the more populous Up Country have 
ever heard of them. Mestizos are vir­
tually never the subject of conversation 
in white society; they are not mentioned 
in newspapers and histories; and they re­
ceive scant notice in the state's guide­
book. 8 They have been honestly por­
trayed in one novel;9 but I found this 
volume in not a single library that I 
visited in the state, and I encountered 
only two South Carolinians who had ever 
read it or heard of it. Many more are fa­
miliar with another treatment of the 
mestizo,'0 which employs the popular 
superstition that a trace of Negro blood, 
however small or remote, may clear!~ 
manifest itself in one's offspring. Accord­
ingly, even in those counties where the 
mestizo element is present, there are 
white people who know virtually nothing 

8 South Carolina: A Guide to the Palmetto State 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1941), pp. 22, 
286,312, and 464. 

• Gertrude M. Shelby and Samuel G. Stoney, Po' 
Buckra (New York: Macmillan Co., 1930). 

•• DuBose Heyward, Brass Ankle (New York: 
Farrar & Rinehart, 1931). 
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about them. "We don't have any people 
like that in this county," I was occasion­
ally told by some old resident; and I 
would thereupon surprise him by telling 
him that his county supported one, two, 
or three "special" schools for children of 
that type. 

Even among those whites who have 
contacts with the mestizos, employing 
them on their farms or selling them mer­
chandise and services, there is wide di­
versity in attitudes. There is not even 
agreement upon their racial composition. 
Ninety per cent of the white people with 
whom I talked believe that mestizos have 
some Negro blood; but the other 10 per 
cent consider them white and Indian, or 
Indian and Spanish, or white and Turk­
ish, or some other non-Negro mixture. 
Of the 90 per cent, there are many who 
insist that mestizos are "nothing but 
mulattoes"- white and Negro hybrids­
who obstinately refuse to accept the fact; 
but the great majority believe they are 
Indian, white, and Negro. 

As to their personal characteristics, 
my white informants were far from 
agreed. Some described them as scrupu­
lously neat and clean; others, as filthy 
and untidy. Some commended their en­
ergy and industry; others bemoaned their 
laziness and improvidence. Some report­
ed them honest and reliable; others de­
clared they were dishonest and unde­
pendable. Almost invariably their unde­
sirable habits were explained as the re­
sult of their Indian or Negro blood, and 
their virtues attributed to their white an­
cestry. There was well-nigh complete 
agreement among my informants, how­
ever, that mestizos are hypersensitive, 
shy, furtive, self-conscious, hypercritical; 
and those who were familiar with the e.x­
pression "inferiority complex" would in­
variably make use of it. These personal­
ity traits were commonly interpreted as 

a result of Indian blood or as evidence of 
the evil consequences of racial mixture. 

In view of such confusion and diver­
sity in the attitudes and mores, general­
izations about the mestizos of South Car­
olina must be made cautiously. Their 
present status, to be sure, is somewhere 
between that of the whites and that of 
the Negro, depending upon the local 
community. One other thing seems clear 
-they are gradually being assimilated 
and amalgamated into the white race. 
Rare, indeed, are the instances of their 
intermarrying with Negroes and identify­
ing themselves with the Negro race, 
though such instances do occur. By no 
means rare are instances of their marry­
ing whites and of their winning one con­
cession after another from the whites. 
Moreover, the process whereby this tran­
sition is taking place is somewhat unique. 
It cannot be precisely described as "pass­
ing," as Stonequist uses the term; nor is 
it properly one of assimilation.11 The 
process is conscious and deliberate, as 
with others who adopt the "passing" ad­
justment; but it is usually open rather 
than secret, makes little use of subter­
fuge, and apparently is not fraught with 
mental conflicts. The mestizo, when he 
wins some white privilege, is convinced 
that he is obtaining only what he justly 
deserves. 

The complexities of the problem, as 
well as the current trends, may be illus­
trated by reference to the situation in the 
public schools. Racial segregation in the 
schools is prescribed by the constitution, 
stipulated by law, and firmly planted in 
the mores. What happens, then, to chil­
dren who are neither black nor white? 

In the first place, there are many mes­
tizo children in South Carolina who sim­
ply do not attend any school at all and 

"E. V. Stonequist, The Marginal Man (New 
York: Charles ribne' 's S 937), pp. 1937-
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others whose attendance is very irregular 
and spotty. "We'd ruther our chillen 
grow up ign'ant like monkeys," said one 
mother, "then send 'em to that nigger 
school." She did not send them, either; 
and nobody sought to deter her from her 
course. "I know there are Brass Ankle 
children in my district who aren't in 
school," said a superintendent, "but I 
haven't reported them to the attendance 
teacher, because, frankly, I don't know 
what to do about them. I don't go out of 
my way looking for trouble." Reports of 
this type were frequently heard. 

The second method of handling the 
problem, and the one most acceptable to 
the whites, is to establish "special" 
schools for them. In 1943-44 there were 
in South Carolina nineteen elementary 
schools in which the enrolment was en­
tirely, or almost entirely, made up of 
mestizos. Fifteen of these were in dis­
tricts where there were also schools for 
whites and for Negroes. In conversation, 
officials will refer to these as "special" 
schools, though eighteen of them are 
"carried on the books" as white schools 
and only one is classified as a Negro 
school-a fact which would lead the pa­
trons to boycott it if they knew it. Four 
schools, of the nineteen, are officially the 
"white" schools of their districts; but 
these are districts which have been gerry­
mandered to coincide with the mestizo 
settlement or from which white families 
moved when the mestizos came in. 

A few of these compare favorably 
with other rural schools, are housed in 
adequate frame buildings, and have com­
petent teachers and satisfactory equip­
ment. Most of them, however, are poor, 
indeed: buildings are unpainted; equip­
ment is at a bare minimum; window 
panes are broken; roofs are leaking and 
doors sagging; the heating is inadequate; 
and even the hot-lunch program is not in 

operation, though no children in the state 
are more in need of it. These schools are 
invariably under the jurisdiction of 
boards of white trustees, who are inter­
ested in little more than providing a 
school which will satisfy the legal re­
quirement of "equal facilities." 

These, moreover, are all elementary 
schools. Graduates of three of these nine­
teen "special" schools are accepted into 
the district's white high school; the for­
mal education of children in the other 
sixteen schools, however, ends with the 
seventh grade, unless their parents mi­
grate to another district, where tliey will 
be accepted. In two schools the teachers 
occasionally provide what is called 
"high-school training"-this, in addi­
tion to their work with the elementary 
pupils. "What would happen if they de­
manded high-school privileges?" I asked 
school officials in those districts where 
the facilities were not made available. 
"We've never had the question come 
up." "We would just have to see to it 
that none of them ever passed the sev­
enth grade." These were typical of the 
answers to my question. In short, very 
few mestizos ever reach high school; and 
those who do "are not very happy here," 
or "they hardly ever graduate," or "they 
seldom go more than a year." 

The problem of obtaining teachers for 
these "special" schools is a major one. 
A Negro, of course, would be unaccept­
able, regardless of his qualifications. 
White teachers are usually unwilling to 
take a position in schools of this type; in 
fact, instances are numerous where white 
teachers have been appointed but, upon 
arriving on the spot and learning the 
situation, have refused to serve or have 
remained only a week or two. The mores 
do not look with favor upon a white per­
son's teaching in a mestizo school. In one 
community I w.as l tol ,: ''The peo le 

UNIVERSITY 



40 THE AMERICAN· JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

around here wouldn't stand for no white 
woman teachin' them half-niggers." Else­
where the opposition is less severe; and 
in several districts women of the highest 
social status have been secured as teach­
ers, partly from economic necessity and 
partly by appeals to altruistic motives. 
Mestizo teachers are sometimes em­
ployed i but few of these are available, 
for those who have received sufficient 
education to qualify choose to go else­
where, where they will be accepted as 
whites. The result is that most of the 
teachers of the mestizo schools are poor­
ly trained and incompetent white per­
sons. Many of them, in fact, cannot 
qualify for teacher's certificates and 
must be issued "temporary" permits, 
year after year. 

The third means whereby the educa­
tional needs of mestizo children is met is 
by admitting them to the white schools. 
To win this privilege, a family may have 
to migrate to some other community 
where opposition to their presence in the 
white school will not be insurmountable. 
The migration, however, need not be any 
great distance-across the county line, 
or onlv five or ten miles to another vil­
lage i~ the same county. Not infrequent­
ly, however, mestizos insist upon sending 
their children to the white schools in 
their native community, turning their 
backs upon the "special" school pro­
vided for them. Said one superintendent: 

More and more of them are coming to this 
school every year. But what can I do about it? 
They come here with birth certificates saying 
they are white, their fathers have hunting 
licenses showing them white, and they vote in 
the Democratic primaries. I try to persuade 
them to go to their own school, but when they 
refuse, what can I do? .... Then some of the 
folks in this town will criticize me for letting 
niggers into the school. Often the ones who do 
the most criticizing are the very ones who are 
letting these people register and vote as white. 

An elderly teacher in the white school of 
another community said: "I'm teaching 
children right now whose mothers and 
fathers would never have been allowed 
to enter the white schools." 

Mestizos, then, are gradually invading 
the white schools. In fact, although I 
visited many white schools in the South 
Carolina Low Country, I found few, in­
deed, in which there were not some mes­
tizo children. Teachers, principals, and 
superintendents are fully aware of the 
situation; and their attitudes covered a 
wide range, from bitter hostility to sym­
pathetic tolerance. One superintendent 
had taken an active part in a movement 
to permit the graduates of the special 
mestizo school to attend the white high 
school in his district and had succeeded; 
on the other hand, I encountered one 
official who had won a reputation for 
ferreting out the tiniest trace of Negro 
blood in his pupils and dismissing the 
tainted ones. 

Admittance of mestizos to the white 
schools, however, does not mean that 
they are accepted as equals. That is vir­
tually never the case. There are a few 
white schools where mestizos participate 
in athletic and other functions and where 
occasionally one graduate becomes the 
valedictorian or wins a certain respect 
for scholastic achievements or personal 
charm; but in most instances they are 
isolated, ostracized, ignored, and ex­
cluded from all school activities. Their 
lot, therefore, in the white schools is a 
hard one; but they continue to come. 

The schools exemplify the mestizo's 
situation in the whole society. In a few 
communities they are without a church, 
though usually they have their own sepa­
rate churches; but they frequently pre­
sent themselves for membership in white 
churches, and thei are often accepted, 
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though occasionally denied membership 
on one subterfuge or another. In politics 
they are invariably Democrats and are 
permitted to cast their ballots in the 
lily-white primaries, and there are a few 
instances where they have run for office 
and been elected. In the hospitals they 
refuse to be assigned to Negro wards. A 
hospital manager said: 

One night the ambulance brought one of 
those Brass Ankles in here, and we rolled him up 
to the Negro ward. He looked like a Negro to me. 
When he found out where he was, he yelled out, 
"Git me outa here; I'd ruther die out in front 
of this hospital than git well in here." So we 
put him in the white ward, but the patients 
there objected. So I had to put him in a private 
room. That's what I always do now- put 'em in 
a private room. If I don't have one, I put 'em 
in the hall and put a screen around 'em. 

In most South Carolina towns mes­
tizos are seated in the white sections of 
moving-picture theaters, and they in­
variably use the white waiting-rooms of 
bus lines and railways. They are consid­
ered white by the Selective Service; and 
where the races are segregated on county 
"honor rolls," mestizos are recorded 
among the whites. I have seen white 
people shake hands with them and ad­
dress them as "mister" and "mistress"­
gestures tantamount to bestowing the 
accolade of white status. Every probate 
judge can recount instances of marriages 
of whites and mestizos and will confess 
that on their records all mestizos are 

white, though a few "leave the race 
blank." To marry a mestizo is, of course, 
a serious blow to one's status; but it is 
not nearly so serious as would be mar­
riage to a Negro. 

Many of these changes have come 
within the last fifteen or twenty years. 
Prior to that time most mestizos lived 
almost ·entirely to themselves in small, 
isolated racial "islands." Improvements 
in the means of communication have 
broken down this isolation; and several 
of the New Deal's programs, especially 
W.P.A. and F.S.A., have contributed to 
the process. As a result, these compact 
communities are disintegrating, their 
members are dispersing, most of them 
are much smaller than formerly, and a 
few have become almost extinct. The 
present war, too, is speeding up the as­
similation in a variety of ways. There 
are countless persons in South Carolina, 
to say nothing of many others who have 
migrated elsewhere, who themselves 
have made the transition from mestizo 
to the white status or whose forebears, a 
generation or two back, succeeded in 
leaping the hurdle. "He goes as a white 
man," I was often told, "but he comes 
from that stock." One is not rash, there­
fore, who prophesies that a few more 
generations will see the disappearance of 
the mestizos. In South Carolina they are 
almost-but not quite-white. 
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ABSTRACT 
T here are several communities of white-Indian-Negro hybrids in South Carolina, the members of which 

do not fit into the biracial caste system upon which the state's whole social structure is built. Similar groups 
are found in other states. Some of these are amalgamating with the Negroes, while others have won an 
intermediate status as "Indians." Those in South Carolina have resisted both of these accommodations 
and have persistently fought for white status. Their present position in etiquette and in local institutions, 
such as churches and schools, is a particular one, being the status of neither Negroes nor whites. 

There are in South Carolina today fully 
five thousand people-perhaps even ten 
thousand-who do not fit into the bira­
cial caste system upon which the state's 
whole social structure is built. These out­
castes insist that they are white, and 
they claim the privileges and courtesies 
of white people. Some of them, if pressed, 
will not deny a strain of Indian, though 
they take no pride in the fact; and most 
of them are offended even at that sugges­
tion. The dominant whites, on the other 
hand, are convinced that there is a trace 
of Negro blood in them and, on the the­
ory that "one drop of Negro blood makes 
one a Negro," are reluctant to accept 
them and regard their claim to white 
status with various and mixed emotions, 
ranging from amusement to horror. 

This failure of a sizable group of peo­
ple to fit into the social system creates 
many problems. It is, in fact, a threat to 
the whole structure, m:1dermining the 
popular faith that the system functions 
adequately and will continue to function 
forever. "We simply cannot admit them 
to the white schools," confessed one 
trustee, "because, if we did, pretty soon 
the Negroes would want to come in, and 
then where would we be?" The same 
question arises with respect to churches, 
hospitals, political parties, parks, play­
grounds, moving pictures, hotels, res­
taurants, clubs, and cemeteries. These in-

stitutions, in all of which rigid racial seg­
regation is the rule, are operated upon 
the assumption that every person is 
either white or black and that there are 
absolute criteria to determine in which 
group one belongs. It is so with regard to 
the etiquette of race relations. "I wish 
you would tell me what these Brass 
Ankles are," said a bank teller, "so I 
would know whether to 'mister' them or 
not." Most disturbing of all is the threat 
to the assumed purity of the white race; 
for if these doubtful ones are being ab­
sorbed without dire consequences, as 
seems to be the case, what is to prevent 
an inundation of Negro blood? 

These outcastes, whom I call "mesti­
zos," are designated by a wide variety of 
names, none of them flattering. In Rich­
land 'County they are known as "Red 
Bones." In one section of Orangeburg 
County they are "Red Legs"; in another, 
"Brass Ankles." The degrading name 
"Brass Ankle" is also commonly used in 
Dorchester, Colleton, Berkeley, and 
Charleston counties. In Sumter they are 
called "Turks"; in Bamberg, "Buck­
heads"; while in Marlboro, Dillon, Mari­
on, and Horry they are "Croatans," a 
name that is sometimes shortened to the 
even more unflattering "Cro." In Ches­
terfield they are known as "Marlboro 

. Blues,"a slur on ihe adjoining county, 
whence they came. In some localities 
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they are given the most common sur­
name in the group and are called 
"Creels," "Chavises," "Goins," or 
"Bones," the last being an impudent 
corruption of the family name Boone. 
Elsewhere they are called "Greeks," 
"Portuguese," "Clay-eaters," "Yellow 
Hammers," "Summerville Indians," or 
simply "thl 3e yellow people." These 
names have .~t least one thing in common: 
they are ro mdly despised by the mes­
tizos thellli, ~lves and are never used in 
their presence by anyone who under­
stands their feelings-and by others only 
once. 

The origin of these names, as of the 
people themselves, is lost in the obscure 
past. There are, however, innumerable 
stories which purport to solve the mys­
tery and which are believed and recount­
ed as solid fact by many South Caro­
linians, both white and Negro. Most ro­
mantic and widespread is the legend that 
they are descended from Sir Walter Ra­
leigh's Lost Colony and the Croatan In­
dians who befriended them, plus a sub­
sequent admixture of Negro blood. Each 
locality, however, has its own mythol­
ogy. The so-called "Turks," of Sumter 
County, are said to be descendants of la­
borers imported from Turkey by General 
Thomas Sumter, or of Turkish pirates 
stranded on the Carolina coast, or of 
refugees who escaped from their pirate 
captors. The legends are numerous and 
never convincing. The mestizos them­
selves are far more concerned with the 
present and future than with the past; 
but their position was best expressed in 
an unusually frank admission which one 
of them made to me: "Tell you the truth, 
we don't know what we is. But we know 
we ain't niggers; we know that." 

The probability is that the mestizos 
stem from the thirty-odd small, inde­
pendent Indian tribes which originally 

inhabited the coastal regton of South 
Carolina. These tribes were not exter­
minated, as was hoped and believed, but, 
stripped of their Indian culture and tribal 
consciousness, survived in the isolation of 
river swamps and pine barrens. From the 
earliest historical times they began to re­
ceive into their veins the blood of white 
traders and adventurers; and this process 
of "bleaching" has continued to the pres­
ent time, with the result that Caucasoid 
features predominate. Runaway slaves 
and free Negroes, too, probably contrib­
uted to the mixture of blood found in the 
mestizos; but that was long ago, for at 
the present time mestizos have few con­
tacts with Negroes. When the first census 
was taken in 1790, one of the categories 
into which names were placed was head­
ed "All Other Free Persons." Prominent 
in this category are the surnames Drig­
gers, Russell, Braveboy, Swett, Scott, 
Shavis, Williams, Bunch, and Harmon. 
To this day these are the most common 
mestizo surnames; and the districts from 
which they were reported in 1790 are 
still the sections in which mestizos bear­
ing those names are living. 

There are no infallible criteria for 
identifying a mestizo. Physical features, 
unfortunately, help but little- are, in 
fact, deceiving. Mestizos are anything 
but homogeneous. Not a few of them 
have fairer features than most white peo­
ple, while many of them are more Ne­
groid in appearance than many mulat­
toes. In skin color they range from fair to 
dark brown. They are found with every 
type of hair-kinky, frizzly, wavy, and 
straight; black, brown, and flaxen. A 
frizzly type is not uncommon; but most 
of them have black, coarse hair, straight 
or slightly wavy. Some of them are taken 
for Negroes wherever they go, while 
others have confessed to me that they 
have no trouble at .all / n p t ng llf whit 
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-except in the immediate community 
where they are known. A city school 
superintendent, who had the task of 
keeping them out of the white schools, 
said: 

You can't tell a Brass Ankle by looking at 
him. Around here most of them look just like 
white people. We have to go by their names 
mostly. If anybody has the name Russell, 
Williams, Driggers, or Bunch, we can be pretty 
sure they don't belong in this school. .... I 
have a teacher who has lived in this community 
all her life, and she knows everybody. When I'm 
in doubt, I rely on her judgment. 

A member of a small-town Baptist 
church had this to say: 

Once we were calling a new preacher. We 
had about decided on a fellow named Reverend 
Swett. When the congregation was voting on 
him, one lady got up and said, "What did you 
say his name was? And where is he from?" 
When they told her, she said, "Well, I come 
from the county myself, and I know that any­
body over there by the name of Swett is a 
Brass Ankle." So we didn't elect him; but he 
got a fine church in another town not far from 
here ..... He sure didn't look like a Brass 
Ankle to me, though. 

Surnames, birthplace, and the persons 
with whom one associates are the prin­
cipal criteria for identifying a mestizo in 
South Carolina, although skin color is of 
some importance, and other Negroid fea­
tures, such as hair form and width of 
nose, do no~ pass unnoticed. 

South Carolina is not alone in having 
an outcaste element of this type. Dela­
ware has its Moors and Nantichokes;1 

North Carolina, its Indians of Robeson 
County;• Alabama, its Creoles and Ca-

• C. A. Weslager, Delaware's Forgotten Folk 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1943). 

• Guy B. Johnson, "Personality in a White­
Indian-Negro Community," American Sociological 
Review, IV, 516-23. 

juns;3 Tennessee, its Melungeons;4 and 
similar peoples are found in many other 
states, chiefly along the Atlantic and 
Gulf coasts.5 Several of these groups have 
succeeded in winning for themselves a 
status as "Indians" ;6 and while that is 
less desirable than white status, it is not 
so objectionable to them as relegation to 
the Negro caste. These even come to 
speak of themselves as Indians, perhaps 
even to think of themselves as such; and 
a few with whom I have talked seem to 
take a genuine pride in the thought. 
Other communities of this type have un­
dergone or are undergoing a process of 
disintegration, are intermarrying with 
Negroes, and are accepting Negro teach­
ers for their schools, with the ultimate 
result that they will be merged with the 
Negro race. 7 

The situation is different in South 
Carolina. There the mestizos have stead­
fastly resisted all efforts to relegate them 
to the Negro caste, though there are a 
few individual exceptions here and there. 
At the same time they have never suc­
cumbed to the temptation to seek an in­
termediate status as "Indians"- a solu­
tion of the problem which the whites 
would gladly accept. Instead, they have 
persistently fought for white status, and 
their efforts have met with a surprising 
degr~e of success. 

l H. M. Bond, "Two Racial Islands in Alabama," 
American Journal of Sociology, XXXVI, 552 ff. 

• Paul D. Converse, "Melungeons," Dictionary 
of American History (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1940), III, 371. 

• Laurence Foster, Negro-Indian Relationships in 
the S1>utheast (Philadelphia: Privately printed, 1935), 
pp. 13-18. 

6 Johnson, op. cit., p. 518; Weslager, op. cit., 
pp. 82-IIl. 

1 E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the 
United States (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1939), pp. 215- 45. 
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In its attitudes and mores with respect 
to mestizos, South Carolina does not dis­
play any uniformity or consistency. In a 
few communities they are accorded a 
relatively high status, are admitted to the 
white section of moving-picture houses, 
send their children to white schools, are 
not excluded from white churches, and 
often intermarry with white families of 
the lowest class. Even so, all these privi­
leges are grudgingly given, and certain 
ones are entirely withheld. In other com­
munities they are carefully excluded from 
white schools, churches, and restaurants; 
they are not given titles of respect; and 
they must occupy the Negro section of 
the theaters (with the result that they 
never attend). But even in communities 
of this latter type, where their status is 
barely above that of the Negro, it is, 

, nevertheless, above it. They will be found 
sitting in the white waiting-rooms at bus 
stations, occupying the front seats of the 
busses; and the gestures, expressions, and 
intonations which whites customarily use 
in their relations with Negroes are avoid­
ed in contacts with mestizos. In their at­
titudes and policies toward mestizos 
most communities in the state fall some­
where between these two extremes. 

Those Negroes who have had any con­
tacts at all with mestizos seem to hold a 
very realistic view of the situation. They 
appreciate their anomalous position, 
their aspirations, and the rebuffs with 
which their efforts are met; and they 
agree almost unanimously on the three 
racial strains that enter into their make­
up. One aged and illiterate Negro woman, 
when I professed to -be ignorant of the 
situation, explained: "Brass Ankles ain't 
niggers an' dey ain't straight w'ite," and 
then elaborated upon that succinct defi­
nition. Another, rolling back her sleeve, 
said, "See here, I is black; and you is 

w'ite; but dese Brass Ankles, dey is yaller 
nuttin." A college-bred Negro man said: 

I feel sorry for the Brass Ankles. They don't 
know where they fit in, nor how far they can 
go. It's not so with me. I know, for instance, 
when to get on a bus, and where to sit, once 
I get on. But these Brass Ankles never can be 
sure about anything. 

The whites, however, have never crys­
tallized their attitudes or formed any 
clear stereotype of the mestizo. It is 
otherwise, of course, with respect to the 
Negro, about whom white people have 
definite and positive beliefs, inaccurate 
though they be. As a matter of fact, most 
South Carolina whites, are unaware even 
of the existence of such an element in the 
population. The mestizos are concen­
trated in the Low Country; and few in 
the more populous Up Country have 
ever heard of them. Mestizos are vir­
tually never the subject of conversation 
in white society; they are not mentioned 
in newspapers and histories; and they re­
ceive scant notice in the state's guide­
book. 8 They have been honestly por­
trayed in one novel;9 but I found this 
volume in not a single library that I 
visited in the state, and I encountered 
only two South Carolinians who had ever 
read it or heard of it. Many more are fa­
miliar with another treatment of the 
mestizo,'0 which employs the popular 
superstition that a trace of Negro blood, 
however small or remote, may clearly 
manifest itself in one's offspring. Accord­
ingly, even in those counties where the 
mestizo element is present, there are 
white people who know virtually nothing 

8 South Carolina: A Guide to the Palmetto State 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1941), pp. 22, 
286,312, and 464. 

9 Gertrude M. Shelby and Samuel G. Stoney, Po' 
Buckra (New York: Macmillan ~o., 1930). 

•• DuBose Heyward, Brass Ankle (New York: 
Farrar & Rinehart, 1931). 
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about them. "We don't have any people 
like that in this county," I was occasion­
ally told by some old resident; and I 
would thereupon surprise him by telling 
him that his county supported one, two, 
or three "special" schools for children of 
that type. 

Even among those whites who have 
contacts with the mestizos, employing 
them on their farms or selling them mer­
chandise and services, there is wide di­
versity in attitudes. There is not even 
agreement upon their racial composition. 
Ninety per cent of the white people with 
whom I talked believe that mestizos have 
some Negro blood; but the other 10 per 
cent consider them white and Indian, or 
Indian and Spanish, or white and Turk­
ish, or some other non-Negro mixture. 
Of the 90 per cent, there are many who 
insist that mestizos are "nothing but 
mulattoes"-white and Negro hybrids­
who obstinately refuse to accept the fact; 
but the great majority believe they are 
Indian, white, and Negro. 

As to their personal characteristics, 
my white informants were far from 
agreed. Some described them as scrupu­
lously neat and clean; others, as filthy 
and untidy. Some commended their en­
ergy and industry; others bemoaned their 
laziness and improvidence. Some report­
ed them honest and reliable; others de­
clared they were dishonest and unde­
pendable. Almost invariably their unde­
sirable habits were explained as the re­
sult of their Indian or Negro blood, and 
their virtues attributed to their white an­
cestry. There was well-nigh complete 
agreement among my informants, how­
ever, that mestizos are hypersensitive, 
shy, furtive, self-conscious, hypercritical; 
and those who were familiar with the ex­
pression "inferiority complex" would in­
variably make use of it. These personal­
ity traits were commonly interpreted as 

a result of Indian blood or as evidence of 
the evil consequences of racial mixture. 

In view of such confusion and diver­
sity in the attitudes and mores, general­
izations about the mestizos of South Car­
olina must be made cautiously. Their 
present status, to be sure, is somewhere 
between that of the whites and that of 
the Negro, depending upon the local 
community. One other thing seems clear 
-they are gradually being assimilated 
and amalgamated into the white race. 
Rare, indeed, are the instances of their 
intermarrying with Negroes and identify­
ing themselves with the Negro race, 
though such instances do occur. By no 
means rare are instances of their marry­
ing whites and of their winning one con­
cession after another from the whites. 
Moreover, the process whereby this tran­
sition is taking place is somewhat unique. 
It cannot be precisely described as "pass­
ing," as Stonequist uses the term; nor is 
it properly one of assimilation." The 
process is conscious and deliberate, as 
with others who adopt the "passing" ad­
justment; but it is usually open rather 
than secret, makes little use of subter­
fuge, and apparently is not fraught with 
mental conflicts. The mestizo, when he 
wins some white privilege, is convinced 
that he is obtaining only what he justly 
deserves. 

The complexities of the problem, as 
well as the current trends, may be illus­
trated by reference to the situation in the 
public schools. Racial segregation in the 
schools is prescribed by the constitution, 
stipulated by law, and firmly planted in 
the mores. What happens, then, to chil­
dren who are neither black nor white? 

In the first place, there are many mes­
tizo children in South Carolina who sim­
ply do not attend any school at all and 

"E. V. Stooequist, The Marginal Man (New 
York: Charles r rib~er s S°l~r937), pp;----193 . 
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others whose attendance is very irregular 
and spotty. "We'd ruther our chillen 
grow up ign'ant like monkeys," said one 
mother, "then send 'em to that nigger 
school." She did not send them, either; 
and nobody sought to deter her from her 
course. "I know there are Brass Ankle 
children in my district who aren't in 
school," said a superintendent, "but I 
haven't reported them to the attendance 
teacher, because, frankly, I don't know 
what to do about them. I don't go out of 
my way looking for trouble." Reports of 
this type were frequently heard. 

The second method of handling the 
problem, and the one most acceptable to 
the whites, is to establish "special" 
schools for them. In 1943- 44 there were 
in South Carolina nineteen elementary 
schools in which the enrolment was en­
tirely, or almost entirely, made up of 
mestizos. Fifteen of these were in dis­
tricts where there were also schools for 
whites and for Negroes. In conversation, 
officials will refer to these as' "special" 
schools, though eighteen of them are 
"carried on the books" as white schools 
and only one is classified as a Negro 
school-a fact which would lead the pa­
trons to boycott it if they knew it. Four 
schools, of the nineteen, are officially the 
"white" schools of their districts; but 
these are districts which have been gerry­
mandered to coincide with the mestizo 
settlement or from which white families 
moved when the mestizos came in. 

A few of these compare favorably 
with other rural schools, are housed in 
adequate frame buildings, and have com­
petent teachers and satisfactory equip­
ment. Most of them, however, are poor, 
indeed: buildings are unpainted; equip­
ment is at a bare minimum; window 
panes are broken; roofs are leaking and 
doors sagging; the heating is inadequate; 
and even the hot-lunch program is not in 

operation, though no children in the state 
are more in need of it. These schools are 
invariably under the jurisdiction of 
boards of white trustees, who are inter­
ested in little more than providing a 
school which will satisfy the legal re­
quirement of "equal facilities." 

These, moreover, are all elementary 
schools. Graduates of three of these nine­
teen "special" schools are accepted into 
the district's white high school; the for­
mal education of children in the other 
sixteen schools, however, ends with the 
seventh grade, unless their parents ini­
grate to another district, where they will 
be accepted. In two schools the teachers 
occasionally provide what is called 
"high-school training"- this, in addi­
tion to their work with the elementary 
pupils. "What would happen if they de­
manded high-school privileges?" I asked 
school officials in those districts where 
the facilities were not made available. 
"We've never had the question come 
up." "We would just have to see to it 
that none of them ever passed the sev­
enth grade." These were typical of the 
answers to my question. In short, very 
few mestizos ever reach high school; and 
those who do "are not very happy here," 
or " they hardly ever graduate," or "they 
seldom go more than a year." 

The problem of obtaining teachers for 
these "special" schools is a major one. 
A Negro, of course, would be unaccept­
able, regardless of his qualifications. 
White teachers are usually unwilling to 
take a position in schools of this type; in 
fact, instances are numerous where white 
teachers have been appointed but, upon 
arriving on the spot and learning the 
situation, have refused to serve or have 
remained only a week or two. The mores 
do not look with favor upon a white per-
son's teaching in a mestizo school. In one 
community wasj tol9: "The peo le 
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around here wouldn't stand for no white 
woman teachin' them half-niggers." Else­
where the opposition is less severe; and 
in several districts women of the highest 
social status have been secured as teach­
ers, partly from economic necessity and 
partly by appeals to altruistic motives. 
Mestizo teachers are sometimes em­
ployed; but few of these are available, 
for those who have received sufficient 
education to qualify choose to go else­
where, where they will be accepted as 
whites. The result is that most of the 
teachers of the mestizo schools are poor­
ly trained and incompetent white per­
sons. Many of them, in fact, cannot 
qualify for teacher's certificates and 
must be issued "temporary" permits, 
year after year. 

The third means whereby the educa­
tional needs of mestizo children is met is 
by admitting them to the white schools. 
To win this privilege, a family may have 
to migrate to some other community 
where opposition to their presence in the 
white school will not be insurmountable. 
The migration, however, need not be any 
great distance-across the county line, 
or only five or ten miles to another vil­
lage in the same county. Not infrequent­
ly, however, mestizos insist upon sending 
their children to the white schools in 
their native community, turning their 
backs upon the "special" school pro­
vided for them. Said one superintendent: 

More and more of them are coming to this 
school every year. But what can I do about it? 
They come here with birth certificates saying 
they are white, their fathers have hunting 
licenses showing them white, and they vote in 
the Democratic primaries. I try to persuade 
them to go to their own school, but when they 
refuse, what can I do? .... Then some of the 
folks in this town will criticize me for letting 
niggers into the school. Often the ones who do 
the most criticizing are the very ones who are 
letting these people register and vote as white. 

An elderly teacher in the white school of 
another community said: "I'm teaching 
children right now whose mothers and 
fathers would never have been allowed 
to enter the white schools." 

Mestizos, then, are gradually invading 
the white schools. In fact, although I 
visited many white schools in the South 
Carolina Low Country, I found few, in­
deed, in which there were not some mes­
tizo children. Teachers, principals, and 
superintendents are fully aware of the 
situation; and their attitudes covered a 
wide range, from bitter hostility to sym­
pathetic tolerance. One superintendent 
had taken an active part in a movement 
to permit the graduates of the special 
mestizo school to attend the white high 
school in his district and had succeeded; 
on the other hand, I encountered one 
official who had won a reputation for 
ferreting out the tiniest trace of Negro 
blood in his pupils and dismissing the 
tainted ones. 

Admittance of mestizos to the white 
schools, however, does not mean that 
they are accepted as equals. That is vir­
tually never the case. There are a few 
white schools where mestizos participate 
in athletic and other functions and where 
occasionally one graduate becomes the 
valedictorian or wins a certain respect 
for scholastic achievements or personal 
charm; but in most instances they are 
isolated, ostracized, ignored, and ex­
cluded from all school activities. Their 
lot, therefore, in the white schools is a 
hard one; but they continue to come. 

The schools exemplify the mestizo's 
situation in the whole society. In a few 
communities they are without a church, 
though usually they have their own sepa­
rate churches; but they frequently pre­
sent themselves for membership in white • 
churches, and they! are tof en accept d, 
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though occasionally denied membership 
on one subterfuge or another. In politics 
they are invariably Democrats and are 
permitted to cast their ballots in the 
lily-white primaries, and there are a few 
instances where they have run for office 
and been elected. In the hospitals they 
refuse to be assigned to Negro wards. A 
hospital manager said: 

One night the ambulance brought one of 
those Brass Ankles in here, and we rolled him up 
to the Negro ward. He looked like a Negro to me. 
When he found out where he was, he yelled out, 
"Git me outa here; I'd ruther die out in front 
of this hospital than git well in here." So we 
put him in the white ward, but the patients 
there objected. So I had to put him in a private 
room. That's what I always do now- put 'em in 
a private room. If I don't have one, I put 'em 
in the hall and put a screen around 'em. 

In most South Carolina towns mes­
tizos are seated in the white sections of 
moving-picture theaters, and they in­
variably use the white waiting-rooms of 
bus lines and railways. They are consid­
ered white by the Selective Service; and 
where the races are segregated on county 
"honor rolls," mestizos are recorded 
among the whites. I have seen white 
people shake hands with them and ad­
dress them as "mister" and "mistress" -
gestures tantamount to bestowing the 
accolade of white status. Every probate 
judge can recount instances of marriages 
of whites and mestizos and will confess 
that on their records all mestizos are 

white, though a few "leave the race 
blank." To marry a mestizo is, of course, 
a serious blow to one's status; but it is 
not nearly so serious as would be mar­
riage to a Negro. 

Many of these changes have come 
within the last fifteen or twenty years. 
Prior to that time most mestizos lived 
almost entirely to themselves in small, 
isolated racial "islands." Improvements 
in the means of communication have 
broken down this isolation; and several 
of the New Deal's programs, especially 
W.P.A. and F.S.A., have contributed to 
the process. As a result, these compact 
communities are disintegrating, their 
members are dispersing, most of them 
are much smaller than formerly, and a 
few have become almost extinct. The 
present war, too, is speeding up the as­
similation in a variety of ways. There 
are countless persons in South Carolina, 
to say nothing of many others who have 
migrated elsewhere, who themselves 
have made the transition from mestizo 
to the white status or whose forebears, a 
generation or two back, succeeded in 
leaping the hurdle. "He goes as a white 
man," I was often told, "but he comes 
from that stock." One is not rash, there­
fore, who prophesies that a few more 
generations will see the disappearance of 
the mestizos. In South Carolina they are 
almost-but not quite-white. 
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& studY 2' at. •Br111 t,Dkl••• IL South caro11aa 
9ber,oter 11!4 19911• Throughout the lower part ot South Carolina are 
■oattered 00DDR11Ditiea of people who are 00J1111onl7 referred to (but not 
in their preaenoe) a■ •Braee Ankle■•, •Red Bonee•, •Greek■•, •Turke•, 
and the like. Theae people 1naiat that they are wh1 te, al though eo•• 
of th• will adait that the7 ha•• a traoe· of Indian blood in their 
Yeina. The white people, howeTer, are Yirtuall7 unaniaoue in their 
oonviotion that th••• people are Indian-white-Negro hybrid•• and are 
diepoeed, therefore, to deal with tha ae though they were Negroe■, in 
aocordanoe with the Southern polio7 that •a drop of Negro blood make■ 
a pereon a Negro.• 

Thie situation g1••• riae to many probl••• and re■ult■ in••• 
peculiar adjuatment■• J'riotion develop■ where••r the membera ot the 
•Braee Ankle• 00D11D11Dit7 come into oontaot with Negroee and whit••• but 
eepeolall7 around auoh inetitution■ aa eohoole, ohurohea, hoepit&la, 
train■ and bu■••• - inatitution■ in whioh the principle of raoial ••c­
regation ia ■o tir.ml.7 rooted in the tradition■ ot the south. 

Bach loo&lity ha■ arri•ed at itw own adJuetmente to th••• probl••• 
although wide ditferenoe1 in ouatoae appear frOlll aeotion to aeotion. 
In one, for example, ohildren of the •Bra■■ Ankle• group are peraitted 
to attend the white 1ohool■1 in another, they are rigidl7 exolude4, and 
a •■peoial• ■ohool hu been e1tabli1hed for th•• In no o ... unity, 
howeYer, h&Ye the acljuatmenta been auttioiently aatietaotory- to r•oft 
the continuoua threat of triotion. 

While in theory the •Braaa Anlclq• are subjeot to the re1triotiona 
of the Negro oaate, actually the dominant white group make1 JDaD7 oon­
oe■aion■ to th••• They are permitted to wot• in the Demooratio pri­
aariea1 they attend the county fair oD da,ya reaened tor white peoples 
and the etiquette that goTerna Negro-white relation, 1■ often relaxed 
in the oaae of the •Braaa Allkl•••• Moreover, intermarriage betweeD 
white■ and •Bra■• Ankle■• reoei••• tar leas oondumation than would 
intermarriage between white■ and Negro••• 

South Carolina 11 not alone in h&Ying •e• o-uaiti••• The large■t, 
and beat known, are the Croatan Indiana ot North Carolinas and there are 
the Cajune of Alabuaa and Loui■i~. No doubt there are ■imilar groups 
in Georgia, lC1aaieaipp1, and other Southfrn atatea. Theee people f ft 
had••• attention in popular literature I but, with one exception, the7 
ha•• reoei•ed no aerioua eooiologioal 1tucly. Thoae in South Carolina 
have had no attention fro■ aooi&l aoientiata. 

Under thia projeot, the purpoae will be to learn a■ muoh a1 po1-
aible about the •Brae■ Ankle• uoJllllWli ti•• of South Carolina. Among the 
problem■ to be inweatigated would be the tollowinga their hi ■tory and 
baokground1 attitudea ot whit•• and Negroea toward the •Braaa Anklea•1 
their eoonomio and aocial oonditiona1 oduo~tional problae1 ditfioultie■ 
enoountere4 when they migrate to other oonaunitio■ s attitudea toward 
exogamoua ll&rriagea1 &dju■taent■ to interracial etiquette. Other inter­
eating problaa and data will doubtle■a emerge a■ the projeot 4eYelopa. 

S1gnif1oano1. hoa the practical point of Yiew, thia atucly will rurntah 
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a body ot intonaation about a larp, :mysterioua, and 11ttle-under■too4 
element in our ao•iety. Theoretically, it will be ·a contribution to 
the ■ooiologioal and antbropologie&l literature dealing with probl•■ 
ot aooulturation and aasimilation. Yor a complete under1tanding et 
the■• theoretical probl ... it 1■ neoe■aary that we ha•• Jl&Jl7 atudie■ ot 
racial and cultural contaot■, retleoting a wide variety ot aituatien■• 
The South Carolina •Braaa Anlcl•• represent a group in the proce1a ot 
being a■aimilatad and amalgamated into the white groups but the aaaimi­
lation ie taking plaoe under oonditiona that are quite unique. For u­
ample0 theae people are unquestionably •paeaing• into the white outeJ 
but they are doing ao, not aurreptitioualy, aa ia uaually the eaae, but 
epenl.y, direetly, and militantly. 

P1111Pt ■tat• l.l proJeot. I have been ••P••ially intere■ted in thia 
probl• ainoe laat August. At that time, hartng been granted a. eabbati­
oal l ea~• by the Uni•eraity ot lliaaouri, I returned to ay hoae in South 
Carolina in order te ooaplete the writing of a book on which I h&Ye 
been engaged. Learning about the exiatenoe of a •Braaa Ankle• community 
but thirty miles from my ho■e, - I be~ aaking investigation■, with the 
Yiew to publishing a report in one ot the aooiolegioal journal■• '1'hua 
tar I ha•• •ad• three viai ta to the settlement, meeting an'd talking to 
many of ita ••bera, and getting myself eatablished. I haYe inteniend 
about fifty peraona who h&Ye aaae apeoial knowledge of the COlllll\Ulity, 
auoh a■ lawyera, poll••• employera, farmers, aohool officials, membera 
ot draft boarda, and cenaue enumerator•• I ha.Ye followed aeYeral tami-
11•• who baYe moved to other towna, and have learned something about 1h • 
difticultiee they encountered. Vy inquiriea have led to the disooYery 
of at leaat aewen other communitiea in South Carolina, and thlre are 
d~ubtl••• many ■ore. 

nu. .llll. Dr& would ll wrrtakp._ The reaearoh would inYol•• my r•­
ildiiig---iii, or near, the var oua •Bra11 Ankle• eommunitie1, perhapa tor 
perioda ot three or tour weeka in eaoh. A oertain amount of library 
reaearoh would aleo be involTed, and thia could beat b• done in the 
cities ot Charle■ton and Columbia. 

!Jbli~!fiop. The prejeot has not yet reaohed the point where the question o pu cation art•••• but the aubjeot poeaeae•• auoh inherent intere■t, 
that I do not antioipate &IJY' difticulti••• I belie•• I oan produoe a 
manu■oript that will appeal to one ot the unt.-erei ty preesee. The 
UniTeraity ot Ki ■souri studiea would be a poeeible channel tor pµbli­
oationa or the material could be worked into a ■eriea of art1olea for 
the aooiologieal Journal■• 

SUbarauept plap■ • For many year■ 1111' major intereat■, both in reeearoh 
and n teaching, have been the American Indian (archaeology and ethno­
hi1tory) and raoe relatien■• Th• tact that the former•• reoeived the 
greater pa.rt ot J1Y effort 1 ■ the re■ult of the acoident of my taking a 
position in Kieaouri, where there was a deeperate need tor archaeological 
reaearoh. I do not anticipate any change■ in my alah•r• of intereat. At 
the present time my plana are that I shall return to the Un1Yera1ty of 
Kieeouri and re■ua• 1IIY' tormer dutiea. 
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Preaen.t atat.tuaa A.Be graduate, 1922. 

Gradea 
seaa1on CWir•• flret term Second term 

1918-1919 Bnglillh ::i 2 
Bible I l 1 
Latia I j. l 
Greek I 1 l 
l..th.thanatioa 1 1 

1919-1920 EnSlieh 2 1 l 
Bible 2 1 2 
Latin 2 l 1 
Greek 2 1 1 
H iatory l l l 
Chendatry 1 2 ~ 

1920-1921 li:Dgl.1811 S 2 2 
Dible 3 1 2 
Phyeioa l 1 1 
Hletory 2 1 2 
Eoonomioa 1 1 
Geology- 1 1 
Sociology 1 1 

1921-192.2 W.nel'alol)' 1 2 
.I;thioa 1 l 
Payohology a l 
AatrODQIV 1 

J Biology l 

Grad.iug eyet•• 1, go • 1001 a, 80 • 901 

Thie traneoript 1aeuecl Deo. 24, 1942. c. ne • 
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LEITERS OF REFilRENCE 

Dr. D. D. Wallace, Pro£eeaor or H11tory and Eoonomioa, Wofford Oolle&e, 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 

Mr. Ju•• Brewton &lrry ha• been known to Cle for many 

yeu-1, both as a •tu.dent in m:,- claase1, and aa a pro~1aive, act ive eoholar, 

teacher, and inYeotigator 1ince h11 graduation. I oan oouand him f or re­

aearob work in the highest te1'l:l1. R• uaa1 be relied upon to put any aaaist­

ance ext~nded to h1m to the moat u3etul purpon. 

Dr. I . v, Stoneguiet, Chainnan, Profeesor or So0lology, Skidmore Ooll-.i e , 
Saratoga Springs, New Iork 

I made the aoqu.a.intanoe of Dr. Brewton Berry during the 

au.mm.er ot 1940 when I taught i n the eummer •euion ot the Un1nraity ot 

Mioeouri . I saw a good deal of Doctor Berry daring that t ime and I han 

followed aor.ie of hia aoholarly intere1ta and read a numbor ot hia publ1oa-

t.1ona. On the baaia of this lmowledco I ha'H no he'1ta.no7 in writ.ln g 

quite poaitiTely 1n favor of his applioation for a Roa•nwald tellowahi p. 

Mor• 1peoifio&lly, I rega.rd Doctor Berr1 a an excellent observer and 

aoute thinlter in th• field of re.ce relation•. He 11 not only able to UH 

and interpret literature 1n the fielde he 11 also a first-rate field 

worker. He ■hould be able to perform an in~areeting ta.ek in the proJeot. 

mentioned !or h• has the personality tr&ite (approaohabl•n•••• sen e o! 

humor, toot, eto.) •hioh aro r~quired. Bt alao write■ well. 

The 1ubJect of hie propoeed 1tud7 - the "Bra1a J.nltle•• 

o! South Carolina - is a truit~ one for ~o1ent1£1c ■tudy. Very littj.e 
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Janu•• Brewton Derr., 2 

thq an numerous enou~ to deaen-• attention of thia ki.r.d . Mor• e1inifi­

oant, howenr, are the in1pll0ation1 ot the adJu1tmanta of these group• tor 

the future of Negro--.111 t• relation• in the s~uth. From a theoretical 

1tandpo1nt, a atu~ of such mixed 0om:ru.nitie1 will be or value i n .turther­

ins ac1ent1fio knowledge about the proceaae1 or race mixture and ou.ltural 

a11Wl tion. 

Dr . q. o. North, Proteeaor or Sociology, Ohio Stat• University 

Dr. Jam•• Brewton Berry••• formorly a me11ber ot our 

De~rtrnent. Sino• loanng to 10 to the Ulliver1i ty of Miaaouri, I ban 

been in frequent contaot with hill and with th• work he has been doin& 

thure . I regard him aa a nrr oapable eoholar and one peculiarly t itted 

to do a TO..l.uabl• piece of work ® the proposed project . He 11 a thorou,h 

ao~olar and ha.a produced work that ha• nceived the endor sement ot othor 

people 1n hie f'lel.d. Th• project ap_poar1 to be on• whioh ha.1 conliderabla 

proad1e tor Ter1 truittul inveati1ation. I higllly endorse both th• pr ojeot 

and th• oandid&te. 

I u aure that Doctor Berry haa no peraoll&lity handi­

cap• which would int.rt•r• with hi• doing a £1ra, 01&1• type ot obJ•otift 

1nnst1 {at.ion. 

Dr. w. O. Curt11, Dean, College of Art• and Soienoe, UniTere1ty o! Miuouri 

Dr. Jamee BNwton Berry, now on pbbat.ieal loaTe f r011 

th• Un!v~re1ty of W.asouri, io regarded•• on• of tho better ummb•r• of 

our taoulty in th• Coll•c• or .A.rt1 and Soi•nce. R• has done •xo• l l ent 

work as a t.aacher and in hi1 publio relation•, and I haTe been part i cula.rl.T 

z.i,,~/ 
~m 
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Jamoa Browton Berry 

illpressod bf the ,ray 1,1 whioh he h s doveloped hio 11ork in ontbro.;>0loa. 

This ork ia now foouaod upon the Indian oulturoa 1n Mioaouri and hal 

boon conducted by Prot••sor Berrr with groat. euthu■i.aa111 and oompetenoe. 

I b&•• t'ollo"•d his work oloHly beoauae of my .1.nt\'lrest in au.oh matttar1 

and l,eoause 1 t he.e gi Vetn me an opportuni tJ to wa t.cb the way in wh ioh he 

ha, d•v•loped a oomprehenaive program and the way in 1mioh he ha.ndlea 

himself in the popul&rhing of t h-ia wo.rk, which ie no leH important 

!ro.m our aundpoint tban 1 ta proper t.eohnical atate11tent. Ria aucoeon in 

d•alin.r· 1th the peoplo or lliesouri on rarma and in toil oolllt.'luni ti.a, u 

••ll •• with \.rJsineea and profeeeional. mon 1n the lnrgor oitie1, ia auob 

that I should h Te oon.1'1donoe in hie ability to undertu. euob a etudy aa 

the on• indicated upon the •Bra10 Ankle••• 

U h• 11 appoin t:.ed to e. no1anwl.l.d Fellowehip, I &1n 

IUN thut Prof saor Berry will give a good account of hinu,•lt and t.hu1 

ot t.be 'l!niv roity ot Misaouri. 

ProfeHor Berry•• leave tillll be aonttnuecl for &r1other 

7car although n oan us• h111 ef'feot.ively at. any tiu be lfieh"• to Nl'WN 

h1• aotive duti••• Bartng pl.an• for a progr4111 or t:rdning aooial ,rorkera 

a.a pa.rt ot our contribution to the national w.iergenoy, we will be iDcoa­

nnienoed by not having hi.Jn l'eturn to Columbia next Septombor, rut 1n the 

iong run I feel t.~at the Unlvarsity would profit more by hie haTi.ni the 

experience as a Rosenwald hll011. 

Mr. Burb.,irt Ac..olphus Miller, Vidtlnf, Pr ot'oasor of Sociology, Bleck 
Mountuin Coll~ge 

Dr . Berry t2aa a etuuont of mine at Ohio Stt: te Univer t- 1.ty 

and I twv• followed hh work (lt Missouri. He 

initiativo snd self- cirectlon. 
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Je.mea ltrewton .Berry 

proJect ho hae outlined ano it will make a valuable cont~1bution lf he 

carries it t..hrough - in a fiel d or great im,;od.ance . Ao a Southorner 

he 1$ entirely euiancip; tod from traditionRl atti tu~ea . 

1r 
i' 
~ 
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.... Name Jam.es Brewton Berry Field: Sociology 

Plan of Work 

Associate Professor Sociology 
Director of Anthropological Collection 
University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri 

A study of the "Brass Ankles" of South Carolina. 

Wishes to work for one year beginning June, 1943. Will return to 
present position. 

Personal Data Born Orangeburg, South Carolina, August, 1901. 
Married. One child. 

Age: 41 
Draft: 3A 

Undergraduate Work Wofford College, Spartanburg, South Carolina, A. B., 1922. 

Graduate Work Yale University, B. D., 1925. 
University of Edinburgh, Ph.D., 1930. 
Ohio State University, 1929-31. 

Ezperience Assistant, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, 1929-31, $150 
average per month; associate professor, University of Missouri, 

Columbia, Missouri, 1931 to present, $2800-$4015. 

Accomplishments Phi Beta Kappa. Fellow, Society for American Archaeology. 

Publications: 
Directed Archaeological Survey of Missouri, 1933-35 under CWA and FERA. 
book, You and Your Superstitions, Lucas Brothers, 1940; The Indians 
of Missouri, in preparation. 
Various articles in sociological and archaeological journals. 

Fellowships: Held Fogg scholarship five times, Yale University, 1923-25. 
Day fellowship, awarded by Yale University for study at University 
of Edinburgh, 1925-27, $1500 . 

References Two Social Science Research Council grants-in-aid, $500, 1941, 1942. 

Dr. D. D. Wallace, Wofford College 
Dr. Herbert A. Miller, Pennsylvania State 
Dr. E. V. Stonequist, Skidmore College 
Dr. C. C. North, Ohio State University 
Dr. W. C. Curtis, University of Missouri 

College Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
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Brewton Berry. 
I • 

f2: Stu<:!x of th~ "Br ass Ankl es " Q.f South Ca ~ na .0.-~ - ~~- ~(;• ., '-I<'. t:-

'- '"" ,, :,.. "'~· ... r~-, > , .• 
Qharacter ang_ scope . Th roughout the lovre r part of South Carolina are 
scattered communities of people who are commonly refer red to {but rl<?,t 
in thei r presence) a s 11:Sr ass Ankles ", 11 Red Dones 11

, "Gr eeks ", "Turke ''', 
and the like. These peopl e ins i st that t hey a r e white , although some ~ / 
of them will admit t hat they have a trace of Indian blood i n thei r 
veins . The whi t e peopl e , however , are virtuall y unanimous in their 
convict ion that these people are Indian-white- Negr o hybrids ; and are 
disposed , therefore , to deal wi th th em as though they were lfegroes , 
in acco rdance with the Southern policy that "a dr op of Negro blood 
makes a per son a Negro . 11 

This situat i on g ives rise to many problems , and results i n some 
peculiar ad.justments . Frict ion develop s wher ever the member s of t he 
".t3rass Ankl e " communi t y c one lnto en ntac t wit h Negr oes or whi tes , but 
especially a r ound such institutions as s chool s , churches , hospitals , 
trai ns and busses - ins tituti ons i n which the p rinc iple of r acia l seg­
r egation i s so firmly rooted i n the tradi t ions of the south. 

~ach locality has a r rived a t i ts own adjustment s t o these ~rob­
l ems , alt hough wide difference s in customs appear f r om section to 
section . In one , for example , chi l dren of the 11:Er asfl Ankle" group 
a re per mitted to attend the whi te schools; i n another , they are 1i g i dl y 
excluded, and a "special" s chool has been establ ished for them. In 
no communi ty , however , have the adjustment s been sufficientl y satisfac­
tory to remove the c ontinuous thr eat of friction . 

While i n theory the "Brass Ankl es 11 are subject to the restrict ions 
of the Negro caste, a ctually the dominant white group makes many c on­
cessions to them. They are pe rmitted to vote i n the Democratic pri ­
maries; they attend the county fai r on days reserved for white people ; 
and the et i quette t ha t governs Negro- white relations is often rel axed 
in t he case of the "Bras s Ankles . " lioreover , inter marriage between 
whites and "br ass Ankles" r eceives far le ss condemnation than would 
intermarri c:!.ge between white s and Hegroes . 

sout h Carolina i s not alone in having such communities . The l a r g­
est , and best known , are the Croatan Indians of !forth Carolina ; and 
tle re a.re the Cajuns of Alabama and Louisiana . No doubt there are 
s i mi l ar gr oups in Geor gi a , Mi ssissippi , and other Southern s t ates . 
These peopl e have had some atten~ion in popula r li terat urel; but , wi t h 
one exception2 , t hey have received no serious sociologi ca.l study. Those 
in South c~rolina h ave had no attention from social s c ientists . 

Under thi s project , the purpose will be to lea rn as much as pos ­
s ible about the "Br as s Ankle" coml'!lunities of South Carolina. Among the 
problems t .o be investiga t ed would be the following: thmir history and 
background; attitudes of whites and Uegroes toward the ".Brass Ankles 11

; 

their economic and social condit ions; educational problems; d ifficulties 
encountered by the 11.3rass Ankles 11 when they mi grate to other communi ­
ties ; attitude s toward exogamous marriages; adjustment s to in~erracial 
et i quette . Other i nteresting problems and data vrill doubtless emer ge 
as the projec t develop s . 

Si gnificance. From the prac t i cal po int of view, t h is study will furnish 

1 . J . P . Lucas and B. T. Groome , Th~ King of Scuffletown; Gertrude Shelby and 
s . G. Stoney , Po ' Euckra; Carl Carmer, Star~ ~ 1 ==-"-= = / 

2 . Guy B. Johnson , Per sonality in~ \7hite- 1n<l ..:..=-i;..=,.~· ~=~~~ • an 
Sociol ogical Review, Vol . 4 No. 4 , Augu 

,,, 
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a body of information about a l a r ge , mysterious , and little- understood 
element in our society. Theoret ically, it will be a contribution to 
the sociological and anthropological litera ture dealing with problems 
of acculturat ion and a s similation. For a compl ete understanding of these 
theoretical p roblems it is necessary th t we have many studies of racial 
and cultural contacts , reflecting a wide variety of situations . The 
South Carolina 11I3 rass Ankles " represent a group in the proces s of being 
assimilated and amalgamated into the white group; but the assimilation 
is taking p l ace under conditions that are quite uni que . For example, 
these people are unquestionabl y "passing" into t h e white caste; but they 
are doing so , not surreptitiously, as is usuall y the case , but openly , 
directly, and militantly. 

Present sta.te of Il.r_oj ect . I have been especially interested in this 
problem since l a st August. At that time , having been gr anted a sabbati­
cal l eave by the Univer sir,y of Missouri, I returned to my home in South 
Carolina in order to c ompl ete the wrir,ing of a book on which I have been 
engaged . Learning about the existence of a "Brass Ankl e " community but 
thi rty mil es from my home , I begRn making investigations , with the view 
to publishing a report i n one of t he sociological journals . Thus far I 
have made three visits to the settlement , meeting and talking to nany of 
its member s , and getting myself established . I have interviewed about 
fifty persons who have some spec i al knowledge of the community, such as 
lawyers , police , employers, farmers, school officials, me~bers a1 draft 
boards , and census enumerators . I rave fol lowed several families who 
have moved to other towns , and have l ear ned something about the diffi­
culties they encounr,ered. Uy inquiries have led to the discover y of 
at l east seven other communities in South Carol ina. , and tre re are doubt-
1 ess many more. 

Where ihe work would be undertaken . The research would i nvolve my re­
siding in , or near , the various "Brass Ankl e " communi ties , perhaps for 
peri ods of thEee or four weeks i n each. A certain amount of librar y re­
search would also be involved, and t h is co uld best be done in the cities 
of Charleston and Col umbia. 

Publication. The project has not yet reached the point wre re the question 
of publication arises; but the subject possesses su ch inherent interest , 
that I do not anticipate any difficulties . I believe that I can produce 
a manuscri pt that will appeal to one of the university presses . The 
University of 1Ii ssouri Studies would be a possible channel for publica­
tion; or the material could be worked into a series of ar ticles for the 
sociological journal s . 

~ubseguent p l ans . For many years my major interests, both in r esearch and 
in tea ch ing , have been the American Indian (archaeology and ethno-history) 
and race rel ations . Tle fact that the former has received the l a r ger 
part of my effort is t he result of the accident of my taking a position 
in Mi ssouri , where they was a desperate need for archaeol ogical resear ch. 
I do not ant icipate any changes in my sphere of interest. At the pre sent 
time my plans are that I shall return to the University of Hissouri, and 
resume my forme r duties . 

r l 
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

James Brewton Berry 

Dr. D. D. Wallace , Professor of History and Economics, Wofford College, 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 

Mr. James Brewton Berry has been knovm to me for many 

years , both as a student in my classes, and as a progressive, active scholar, 

teacher, and investigator since his graduatl~n. I can commend him for re­

search work in the highest ter.ns. He may be relied upon to put any assist­

ance extended to him to the most useful purpose. 

Dr. E. V. Stoneguist, Chairman, Professor of Sociology, Skidmore College , 
Saratoga Springs , New York 

I made the acquaintance of Dr. Brewton Berry during the 

summer of 1940 when I taught in the summer session of the University of 

Missouri . I saw a good deal of Doctor Berry during that time and I have 

followed some of his scholarly interests and read a number of his publica­

tions . On the basis of this knowledge I have no hesitancy in writing 

quite positively in favor of hi s application for a Rosenwald fellowship. 

~ore specifically, I regard Doctor Berry as an excellent observer and 

acute thinker in the field of race relations . He is not only able to use 

and interpret literature in the field : he is also a first-rate field 

worker. He should be able to perform an interesting tE..sk in the project 

mentioned for he has the personality traits (approachableness , sense of 

humor, tact, etc.) which are required. He also writes well. 

The subject of his pr oposed study - the "Brass Ankles" 

of South Car olina - is a fruitful one for scientific study. Very little 

is known about the many small mixed racial communities in the South, and 

J [!.,.( 
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they are numerous enough to deserve attention of this kind. More signifi­

cant, ho~ever, are the implications of the adjustments of these groups for 

the future of Negro-white relations in the South. Fron a theoretical 

standpoint, a study of such mixed communities will be of value in further­

ing scientific knowledge about the processes of race mixture and cultural 

assimilation. 

Dr . C. C. North, Professor of Sociology, Ohio State University 

Dr. James Brev-ton Berry was formerly a member of our 

Department. Since leaving to go to the University of Missouri , I have 

been in frequent contact with him and with the work he has been doing 

there . I regard him as a very capable scholar and one peculiarly fitted 

to do a valuable piece of work on the proposed project. He is a thorough 

scholar and has produced work that has received the endorsement of other 

people in his field . The project appears to be one which has considerable 

promise for very fruitful investigation. I highly endorse both the project 

and the candidate . 

I am sure that Doctor Berry has no personality handi­

caps which would interfere vii th his doing a first class type of objeative 

investigation. 

Dr. w. c. Curtis, Dean, College of Arts and Science, University of Missouri 

Dr. James Brewton Berry, now on sabbatical leave from 

the University of Missouri , i s regarded as one of the better members of 

our faculty in the College of Arts and Sci ence . He has done excellent 

work as a teacher and in his public relations, and I have been particularly 

' ~ U N I V E R s I T y 



James Brewton Berry .3 

impressed by the way in which he h~s developed his work in anthropology. 

This work is now focused upon the Indian cultures in Missouri and has 

been conducted by Professor Berry with great enthusiasm and competence . 

I have followed his work closely because of my interest in such matters 

and because it has given me an opportunity to natch the way in which he 

has developed a comprehensive program and the way in which he handles 

himself in the popularizing of this work, which is no less important 

from our standpoint than its proper technical statement. His success in 

dealing with the people of Mi ssouri on f arms and in soil communities, as 

well as with busi ness and professional men in the larger cities, is such 

that I should have confidence in his ability to undertake such a study as 

t.he one indicated upon the 11Brass Anklesn . 

If he is appointed to a Rosenwald Fellowship, I am 

sure that Professor Berry will gi ve a good account of himself and thus 

of the University of ~issouri . 

Professor Berry'a l eave can be continued for another 

year although we can use him effecti vely at any time he wishes to resume 

his active duties. Having plans for a program of training social workers 

as part of our contribution to the national emergency , we will be incon­

venienced by not having him return to Columbia next September, but in the 

long run I feel that the University would profit more by hi s having the 

experience as a Rosenwal d Fellow. 

Mr. Herbert Adolphus Miller, Visiting Professor of Sociology, Black 
Mountain College 

Dr. Berry Vias a student of mine at Ohio State University 

and I have followed his work at Missouri. He is a man of superior judgment, 

initiative and self-direction. He is unusually we,::Ji p, or the 
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James Brewton Berry 

project he has outlined and it will make a valuable contribution if he 

carries it through -- in a field of great importance. As a Southerner 

he is entirely emancipated from traditional attitudes. 

4 
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Br ewton Berry . 

PUBLI CAT10NS 

Books: 

You and Your Superstitions . Luca s Br oth ers , 1940 . 

The Indians of Mi ssouri . ( In preparation) . 

Art i cles rel a t ed 1~ K~££ problems : 

A Souther ner Lear ns about Race . Common Ground , Vol . 2 No . 3 , 1942 . 

The Concept of Race i n Sociology Textbooks . Social For ce s , 
Vol . 18 No . 3 , 1940 . 

The Educat ion of J ohn Hunter . Social Sc i ence, Vol. 15 No . 3 , 
1940 . 

Silver Spoon : The Autobiography of Daddy J une. Stor y , 
Vol . 7 , No . 3 7 , August , 1935 . 

Pub l i cations i n archaeol oS:£ : 

An Oneota Si t e i n Missouri. American Ant i quity, Vol . 7 no . 3, 
J anuar y , 1942 . 

Archaeol ogical Remains of the Osage . Accepted for publication 
i n American Anti quity . 

The 1Iissouri I ndians . Southwes tern Social Science Q,uarterly , 
Vol . l ? Uo . 2 , September , 1936 . 

Ar chaeol ogical Resources and Re search in :Mi ssour i . Southwester n 
Socia l Science Q.llar terly , Vol . 1 6 No . 4 , 1 936 . 

Archaeol ogical Investigat i ons i n Boone County . The Miss~ri 
Ar chaeologi st , Vol . 4 No . 3 , Sept ., 1938. 

The Ar chaeology of Wayne County . The llissouri Ar chaeologi s t, 
Vol . 6 No . 1 , June , 1940 . 

Looking Backwar d . The Journal of Engineeri ng Education , Vol . 31 
No. 10 , June , 1940 . 

Various other articles which have appeared i n The South btlantic 

Quart erly , Social Sc i ence , The Chri stian Century , The Churchman , 

Advance , The Wisconsin Ar chaeologi st , The hliRsour i Archaeologi st , 

Readers ' Dige,st , The Missour i hlagaz i ne , etc ., etc . 

U IVERSITY 



April 21, 1943 

Dea.r li!r . Derrys ~ ~ -l:>1.i 
~~a!~ .... s._!.~~ed by 

t!'~!.-~it~'~--°-~ . F!.l~owsh~,R~ . of_ ~!--h~, ~~i~s .F.o~d 
Fund to rec~iv.e ..a. ~.Allt .of:. .:.C-o ... $®.saxi,d dollars 

"(t2~·000)· tct enable you to carry f orwnr d your study 
or the •Brus Anltles• of South Carolina., ro1· a twelve­
llOnth period. In the eYent that you Join the armed 
forces before you have raade substantial progreso under 
this fellowship, it will, of' course, be iutpossible 
tor uo to bold the grant f'or you. 

~ill you please let us kno~ at 
once whether or not you can accept this grant? An 
announceaent of~ Coaittee•s aelectiorua will be 
aade soon, md it can in-elude only those trom ,shoa 
acceptances have been received. 

Sincerely yours, 

VH1IIUJ 
¼.{rs. W1lllaa c. ffe.ygood 

Acting-Director for ~ell01fsbips 
J 

llr. h e.mes Bre•to~ rry 
Depa~tiaent of Soc "RJ 1 ,¥ 

University of Musour1 
Columbia, Jliasouri 

I r...r-
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J U L I U S R O S E N W A L D F U N D 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

ClfICAGO 

SECOND REQUEST 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fel lowsi1ip 

Name of Candidate Mr. James Brewton Berry 

Report Requested of Dr. Herbert Adolphus Miller 

Pennsylvania State College, State College , Pennsylvania 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund fo~ a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The canqidate's plan of 
work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's 
qualifications, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early rep ly 
will be of ~reat assistance tn allowtnf the Pellowshtp Committee 
su fficient ttme for adequate constderatton of the larfe number of 
candtdatesr 

We request candid and 
in strict confidence. 



·.• 1 

. , . } 

l , 
' \ 

•. 1 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult 
to obtain and hold a _position giving hiln opporttmi ty to utilize his a.biU ... ties? 

~ -

Signed.~ ~ .~ 

Position or Title ~ ~ f> ~ a{ ~ 
) ~ \ 

Address~~ ~,_, 
6 ' 

~ ~ ,J1 . L , F dat~ ] '2' 3' 
Please retum to the Director for Fellowships, fJulJis J~\iwaldl4\md, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, s pinped e~ pe is encl sed. 
___J ~ 

u IVFRSi V 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. James Br ewton Berry 

Dr . C. C. North 

Ohio State University , Columbus , Ohio 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the FeUowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. 

Your repw:;::: C~H- I ,03~ 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Dr. James Brewton Berry was formerly a member of our Department. 
Since leaving to go to the University of Missouri, I have been in f:requent 
contact with him and with the work he has been doing there . I regard him as 
a very capable scholar and one peculiarly fitted to do a valuable piece of 
work on the proposed project. He is a thorough scholar and has produced work 
ihat has r eceived the endorsement of other people in his field. The project 
appears to be one which has considerable promise for very fruitful investiga­
tion. I highly endorse both the project and the candidate. 

I am very sure t hat Dr. Berry has no personality handicaps which 
would interfere with his doing a first class type of objective investigation. 

UNIVERSITY 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving lum opportunity to utilize his abillfies? - - • • 

. 
Signed Cecil C. North 

Position or Title Professor of Social agy 

Address - -T~h~e~ O~h~io~ s~t~at~e~V~n~iv~e~r~s~i~tyJ-- - - - --- - - ----------

E "'Date 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius; ooe~: , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stampef envelop 1 

____J 

UNIVERSITY 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

Mr . J ames Brm,ton Berry 

Dr . E. V. ~t onequi s t 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

~e-~~ 
Director for Fellowships 

I ms de thR acquP1ntence of Dr . Br.owtnn Berrv durin~ 
t he summer of 1940 when I tauv-ht 1n the summer sess"on 
of the Unj vers i ty of 'PHssonri. T spw a P-ood <leal of 
Dr. Berry durjnp that time and r. have followed s ome of 
his scho iarly -Jnterests e_nd rer>d .n numb.or of his nubli ca­
tions. On the bas t s of t his knowlenp-e I hav 0 no h~sitflncv 
in writing quite p nsitivelv i n favor of his anp11catinn 
tor a Rosenwald fellowship. More sp 0 cif1celly, I re~ard 
Dr. 8erry as an excellent observer end acute thinker in 
the field of race relations. He is not only Pble to use 
and inter~ret literPture int.he f1eld! he i s elso a first­
r ~te fi e ld worker. He should be Bble to nerform an in­
terest i n g task in the nroject mP,ntioned for he hPs the 
persona 11 ty traits ( at'l,..,ro, .. cbableness, sense of humor, 
t s:1ct, etc) which are reQuired. He Plso write s well. 

The sub _1ect of his pro-nosed study--the "Br,, ss Ankles" 
of South Carolina.--1.s ,:i fruitful one for scie1;t.5f1c study. 
Very little is known about th• many s all 'xgr-rac _al J 

' 0VER 
r::...._____J LL.cJ 

UNIVERSITY 



communities in the South, and they are n·'merous enoiltrh 
to~ deserve ettent1on of this kind. More sipnificentt~, 
however, are the implications of the adjustmPnts of 
t hese grouns for the future of NeP-ro-whi te relPti ons in 
the .South. From e theoretical stendpo5nt, a study of such 
mixed coITDT1Un1ties will b e of vslur- in furthering scientific 
knowled~e about the processes of r ece mt:xture and cultur~l 
assim11~tion. 

February 10, 1943 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to u!ilize his abilitie~_? '1,L-1 . 

Signed _ _..C__.v_t,.L..:<l};(:"'-"'+---'-V.-'-. -~.,,_) ...Lf-w-t.=.....:;7,_,,..........,,,=· .1-f ---------------­

Position or Title- -C--=,,..,,;u..,..,,.,._'.,.,.c,...,....,,o..,.,,,"""""'--,-, _p_.,__,~➔~==i...-'1-t=--____,_S-"-'~=><-· +-"'l'!rf,,.....◄+1 --+,___.S'-'-l-=<s"-''ol.::...:....:::,'1e::V".Y,=-..~Lf~r2L..JIL..:'¥~.(--

Address -----j""'"""'""'=~~h>~,¥r&..""--S+P~r~""""!,..,.·~.____,,.._k~.~~,-:-· ------------

[ Dail, fr,-p t o. ,rn->j .J f f Y,! 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius ~S<!);lraJdJ/~d, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stampedl envelope 'Wfrlosed. 

____J ~ 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. James Br ewton Berry 

Dr. D. D. Wallace 

Wof ford College, Spartanburg, South Car olina 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence~ ~ 

WJ._l._o • .,___ C. l /~j"\_ 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Mr. James Brewton Berry bas been known to me fer m111ty years, 

both as a student aazaa::aaa in my classes am aa a pro«ress­

i~e, active scholar, teacher, and investigator s---ince his- grak­

a-t~on. I can commend him for research work in the higaest terma. 

He nay be relied upon to p11t any assistance extended to hilt to 

the 1tost usef11l p11rpose. 
~ 

Very 
tr~ly~ ~ ,,,----, 

Professor of ilietory and Econo1dcs 

in Woff,or Oo j le_gt r 

g~ 
t~rul 

r:::...._____J f~l 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him·opj:>ortunity to· utilize his cibilities? • 

Signed -----------~-------------------

Position or Title _ ___________ ___c_ _ _____________ _ 

Addre~------- ---------- --------------

UNIVERSITY 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. J ames Br ewton Berry 

Dr. W. C. Curti s 

Uni versi t y of Mi ssouri, Columbi a , Mi s sour i 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your nanfo as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. 

REPORT 

Dr . Ja'.",1es Breuton Berry, now on Sc"lbbatical leave f r om 
the University of Missouri, i s rec;orded as one of the better 
nember s 'of our f .? cul ty ih t:~e College of Arts and Science . 
He has done excellent i·ork as a teacher .?nd in· his publi c re-
12.tions , ,nd I have been uarticularly i mpr essed b;:; the 11a.y i n 
1·1hich he has develoned his ,.-,or}: in Ant .. ropology . Thie wor k is 
now f ocused upon thews~~ of Indian cultures in Missouri rnd has 
been conduc ted by Pr ofessor Berry with great ent husiasm and com­
petence . I hrve followed his wor k closely because of my interes t 
in such matters and because i t has given me an opportunity to 
watch the way in which he has devel oped a compr ehensive p ro§,r am 
and the way in whi ch he handles hi~self in the oo~ula r izing of 
t hls work whi ch is no less important from our stcndpoint than 
its proper technicRl statement . His success in dealing wi t h the 
people of Mi ssouri on f a r ms and in s oil communities as well a s 
with busi ness and professional men in the l a r ger cities is such 
the t I should have confidence in his ab1i1ty to ~fndert2ke such

1
a 

s tudy a s the one ind icated uoon the "Brass jKl'u" '" A( J 

ul1 

[ ~ ) r:::....____J 
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If he is appointed to a Rosenwald Fellowship, I a□ sure 
the t Professor Berry ,,rill give a good a ccount of himself and. thus 
of t he University of Missouri. 

Pro f essor Berry ' s leave can be continued f or another yea r 
a lthough we can use him effectively a t any time he wishes to re­
suMe his Active duties . Having plans for a progr Pm of training 
social wor ker s as part of our contribution t o the national 
emergency, Ye will be inconvenienced by not having him r e turn to 
Columbia next Sentember, but in t he long run I feel tha t the 
UnivPrs ity would profit more by his having t he exuerience as a 
Rosenweld Fellow. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position givfog him opportunity to utilize his a l5ilifies? • ' -

Position or Title Dea n , College of Arts pnd Science, Uni v e r s jty of H1 ssour1. 

Address 210 J esse Hall , Columbia , Missouri 

r Da I ~' , 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius i osenwald i t.ahd, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stampedf envdbpe 1.ffit~losed. 

__J ~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
HowAJU> L. BEVIS, President 

COLUMBUS 10 

1-"F-..11--f-..u..::_---j~L!..4-,:';.!./Ll-L. I 
I 

r---+---1---i----i---' 
,.r . ·;;ilJiay1 C . Pa;'eood , 
c/o Julilis '~osenv-ald .. ?und , 
~901 ~:lli~ .n.venue , 

-t---t--1--l--1 

Chicago 15 , Ill . _ _._ __ '----....1----I __ _ 

I l'av e your let tcr o: :.,.07er'•!Jer 7+.h i.nv it ing ne , as a 

f OP'ler :10 senwald .t:'und. .l!'ellow , to help you locate pro1'1i sing 

fello"1shi? naterial . I shall be very :::lad to do r1,""teYer I 

can . ·ve hav e a m1-".'lber of very &,ble i;rc::.,due.te Gtu.lents in our 

depc.rt""lent here , and I shall i::rier-lio..tely discuss the 1:1atter 

I 

vi t11 tLe:·1 . I sl-iall 2,lso be on t11e lookout for pro"1i rj ng candi ­

dates in yeb,rs to cone . 

You [;.lso inquired about news of -,,y~elf . I left the ~rnh~f' i ty 

of : .. i ssonri in 1945 to accept a po si ti on as :.Orof ec:: sor and Vead of 

tre ~epartr1ent of Sociology a,t ... ;hode I1=;le.nn Jtate CollegA . .After 

one yeo.r tliP.re I was invited to join tbe fauultv of 0hio St&te 

~niver~ity as ~rofessor of Sociology . I r~ther t~ink I qhall be 

l· ere fo r quite ~ lon! tine . .h.S for ,y re:cearch, I haye published 

one t~rticle --1hich was based u_pon material I c;t .. thered ' Jhile holding 

my fel lo· ·shi;i . I c;ent tv10 copies of t1°is &..rticle to your oi'fice . 

I c.r.1 no,•1 in the t,)Tocess of ¥'riting a book about t11 e people I studied. 

"he ,..1anusc ri ~t is co~ine; alone fai rl v v1ell, e.nd I ho-oe t o h&.ve it 

~ini shed in a,10t>ier yee.r . Our trec1endous ;tuf enjf ol~'"entj •t } 

in:errupts ~-w "'riting and reseLrch . 1 vJ]ffl 
L.___J ~ / ~~ lery truly yours , I 

J - f ,... 
__ ..,,,,... __ ,. './_ ' ' . .. __ · ___..,~ - -



UNI V E RS IT Y O F MIS S OURI 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCE 

DEPA.RTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

Mr . ~illiam c. Haygood , 
Julius Rosenwald Fund , 
4901 Ellis Avenue , 
Chicago , Ill. 

Dear Sir: 

COLU M BIA 1 
} ~ ,· t ·f~ 
,..fl" .• "' .... ,,( 

Nov. 6 , 1941. 

I am interested in a pplying for a Rosenwald fellmvship , 

and am writing to ask that you send me the necessary fo,r ms . 

I should appreciate it , also, if you would tell me whether 

or not I am eligible for an appointment. I am 41 years old , 

was born and reared in South Carolina , and ha ve been a member 

of the Sociology Depa r t ment of this University for t welve 

years. J.Eost of my research ha s been in r.:issouri a rchaeology; 

but my second interest is in race relations , and I ha ve been 

teaching a course , and have published a few papers, in that 

field . At present I am on sabbatical leave , and, with a grant 

from the Social Science Research Council , am writing a book on 

the I nd i ans of Ki ssouri . 

This past swnmer I spent three months a t my home in South 

Carolina , and while t here became interested in some people who 

are r ef erred to as "Brass Ankles", "Red Bones 11
, "Turks" , etc . 

I conducted a good deal of r esearch , and have gathered some 

interesting data . These people are apparently Indian- white­

Negro hybri ds ; but they themse lves deny any Negr9 tGcestry, Jand 

the white people in t ho3e c ommunities : re-,;-; Jpo1go c ol>&.idf r 

them Negroes . 'rhe r esult is a very ::itrang:e phenomerton,.__r/2orth J 

U j,J ~ V n:: R S J T V 
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Carolina these people are called "Croat a ns" , and they have been 

the sub ject of some study by sociologists a t the University . 

But the J outh Ge rolina communities , which differ somewha t from 

those in North Carolina , have never been stud i ed . I ha ve l earned 

that s imila r grou ~s are to be found throughout the southern 

states ; but , as f a r as I ha ve been able t o d iscover , t hey have 

not been investigated s cientifically. I believe t hat these 

people offer an i nt eresting and profitable field for resea rch , 

and I should like very much to have the oppor tunity of doing it . 

very truly yours , 

BB/ M 

U N I ERSITY 



Novom~ar 9, 1942 

Dear Ur. Berry: ~r. Haygood will be out of the 
off ice for the nex.t two weeks, 

wt in his absence I c::. t en~i ng you &~plication 
blanks. Jlissouri is a borderline st:te as far 
as our awards go, but th~ Co.rua!ttee OCJ Fellowships 
i s willin.rl to consider an exceptional caso on its 
merits . ! ~ould therefore sug~ost t.ht.t you .tile 
'411 ap,,,lioc.tion nnd tclte your chance alon,.. 1tith the 
oth9r white ~andidates. 

IILU 

»r.{Bre~ton\n~r~y 1 

Department of Sociology 
Univ~rsit7 ot Missouri 
Colwabin., !;.ti.~~ouri 

Siucerel y your.;, 

r 

I 
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BERRY & BERRY 

JOSEPH A . BERIIY 

ANDREW BERRY 

Mr . W. c. Haygood , 
Julius Rosenwald Fund , 
4901 Ellis Ave ., 
Chicago , Ill . 

Dear Sir: 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

88 E. RUSSELL STREET 

ORANGEBURG, S. C . 

TELl'PHONE 1S3 

138 B. hUSsell st ., 
Orangeburg , s .c., 
Jan . 2 , 1943 . 

Enclosed is my auplication for a Julius Rosenwald 

.lellowship . 

It is impossible for me to obtain a transcript of my 

record at the University of Edinburgh . As for my Yale 

transcript , I have waited until today for it to a r r ive , but 

i t did not , and I am having to forward my applicat ion without 

it . I regret this fact , as my record at Yal e is a g ood one . 

I graduated there in 1925, f irst in my class , wi nning the 

Archibald Hi gh Scholar ship Prize and the Day Traveling 1?ellow­

ship . 

Very trul y , 

Brewton 

UNIVERSI Y 
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~ OF"PRICE ADMINISTRAli O LLO \NS H \ p <;;: r WA_S_HINGTON, D. C. 

Apartment 406, 
2039 New Hampshire Ave., N. V!., 
Washington, D. C. 1 

1\llrs . William C. Haygood, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 

My dear Mrs. Haygood : 

April 27, 1943. 

Your letter of April 21, addressed to me at the University of 

Missouri , ,,as forwarded to me here in Washington. I am delighted 

that the committee has seen fit to grant me a fellowship, and I shall, 

of course, accept it. 

I should say that there are some matters that I shall have to 

arrange. The University of Missouri will have to extend my leave of 

absence another year, to September, 1941+• Also, I shall have to ask 

to be released from my position here with the O. P. A., where I am 

serving as Senior Education Specialist. However, I do not anticipate 

any di fficulty in either of these . Your letter states tha t the grant 

is for a "twelve-month period." I presume that it makes little difference 

when the period begins . My application, I believe , gave June as the time 

I proposed to begin wort; but I should like to remain on her e until, say, 

the fall , so that I might finish the task to which I have been assigned. 

In the meantime, however , I shall accept the fellowship, and proceed to 

make the necessary arrangements. 

Respectfully, 

Brewton Berry/M 

U N V r- n S !r( Ty 
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Jiay 6, 1943 

:@(•ar ilr. Berry I I am happy UlC. t you are al>le 
to accept the fello·,mhip .. 

It is partectly sa'l:.isf a.ctory for you to post­
pone beginning ~ork under your grant until 
September. Will you then let me kn.ow tbe exac:t 
date ou which you wish to begin 1\'0rk, and the 
address to which 'pa_vment..<J. s hould be sent.? The 
~"'U3.l. brr~e..lent is for regular instahenta on 
the first of each ..10ntb, spread over the ~eriod 
for vt.niob the u-ward is :uade, but ·1r this procedure 
is not satiefactocy to you, we sll:.11 be e;;l ::a.d to 
have your suggestions. 

/✓ , .. l Jy-: ~ 
i, Mr._ Browwn\Bercy 

Apa.rtiaen t ?!if! ~_,,, 
2039 New Hampshire 
Uashington, D. C. 

Sincerely yours, 

J 
rtr3. r!Ulia., ·;. }!ny6ood. 

.aotillg-D1rector for Fellowah!.ps 

Avenue 

U N 

T i 
V E R S TV 



OFFICE OF PRICE ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

2039 New Hampsh ire Ave. , N .W., 
Wash ington 9, D. c ., 

Urs . William C. Haygood, 
Julius Rosenwal d Fund , 
4901 Ellis Avenue , 
Chicago, Ill . 

Dear Ers . Ha ye;ood: 

July 6 , 1943 . 

___ ,--

-rv iJ' ,JJ_}. 
✓J...::---r . 

\ _J:t-\ 
- \1 _ _l---1---------

In your letter of May 6 you as ked me to let 

you know the exact date on which I planned to begin 

the research f or vrh ich my fellowsh i p was granted . 

I have today resigne d from the O. P. A., the resig-

nation to be effective on July 15 . The f ollowing 

day I shall begin my investigation of "Brass Ankles ". 

I a.~ planning on r emaining here in Nash ington to gather 

certain data fr om t he libruries , and, t hen , not later 

than Aucsust 1 , I shall beg in the field work in South 

Carolina . i1!y address for t he period of the fe l lowship 

will be 138 East Russell Street , Orangebure , s . c. 

You may b e intere sted in the enclosed editorial 

clipped from the Charleston (s .c . ) News and Courier . 

1313/M 

Very tru l y yours , 

~ 
l..nrewton Berry 

it ti 

(\ 

UNIVERs1-rt__ 



Rosenwald Fellowships 
The Julius Rosenwald Fund has granted 

a fellowship to James Brewton Berry, asso­
ciate professor of sociology at the University 
of Missouri, for a study of the "brass ankles" 
of South Carolina. It is gratifying that this 
South Carolinian, a native of Orangeburg 
and a graduate of Wofford college (1922) is 
coming home to study these little known 
people, many of them centered within a few 
miles of his home. After Wofford he went 
to Yale, was a fellow at the University of 
Edinburgh and received his doctor of philos­
ophy degree there in 1929. Besides teaching 
at the University of Missouri he is director 
of the college anthropological collection. 

According to tradition, the brass ankles 
are the leftover remnants of the Indian 
aborigines of the South Carolina coast. Now 
after many generations they are such a m ix­
ture of Indian, white and negro blood that 
little if anything is known accurately about 
them, not even the origin of the name. In 
some sections they have been called Croat­
ans, a name borrowed from the same Indian 
tribe that inhabited the North Carolina 
country where Virginia Dare was born. 

Another Missouri college teacher, Pauline 
Dingle Knobbs, instructor in social sc;i£nce 
education at Northwest Missouri State 
Teachers college, has been granted a fellow­
ship for an analysis of the dual education 
system in Southern states. Thomas Sanc­
ton, managing editor of The New Republic, 
has been granted a fellowship for a book 
on race relations in the South. 

Mr. · Sancton is a former New Orleans 
newspaper man who at the age of twenty­
eight, says a Rosenwald announcement, "is 
one of the newest of the South's crusading 
voices, and one of its most effective. He i1 
an outstanding protagonist for justice for 
the negro, belonging to the very small group 
of Southerners who believe in complete 
equality. His articles in The New Republic, 
Common Ground, American Scholar and 
other mag~zines trenchantly attack the new 
problems of the South-the growing tensions 
among both negroes and whites as a result 
of the South's dilemma of fighting for de­
mocracy abroad and refusing to extend it at 
home-as well . as restate and rethink the 
old problems basic to the South." 

Mr. Sancton is returning to the South and 
while . on fellowship will write a non-fiction 
book centered around the problems of racial 
relationships. 

'.'He -believes that a • Southerner in exile", 
the Rosenwald release continues, "cannot 
speak with the effectiveness of one who lives 
and works within the region, and proposes 
to give up a most promising and profitable 
career in the North to add his voice to those 
of other Southern liberals working to estab­
lish better race relations". 

Resident Southerners who cling to an old 
school of thought must prepare themselves 
for dealing with the pressure of public opin­
ion constantly growing on the subject of 
the n£·groes. They must be prepared not 
with stubborn minds, stale arguments and 
ancient aphorisms, but with. strong and SUP­

ple logic and above all, ·justice. The News 
and Courier has been and still is a never 
failing advocate of justice for the negro, 
and equality before the law. It likewise 
is for complete separation of ~he races. 
In establishing "better • race relations" U 
welcomes Mr. Sancton and all the Rosen­
wald fellows seeking information in the 
South. Let them take care that in im­
proving the relations of the negroes they 
do not damage the good will of the whites. 



FELLO\NSHt P:3 

July 9, 1943 

Dee.r ltr. Berrya Iour recent letter to Mrs . Haygood 
has come in during her absence 

from the office and will be on her desk when she 
returns. In the menntime, however, I am making a 
note to pay your tellowahip grant in t•elve equal 
monthly installments ot IJ.66.66 each beginning August l . 
Onleas ff are notU'ied to the contrary, t hese oheeb 
will be sent to your Orangeburg address. 

DAE:AM 

Jlr b rew ton Berry ) 
2039 Rew Hampahit{ Avenue, N. w. 
Washington 9, D. C. 

Very truly yours , 

DOROTHY A. ELVI E 

I 
UNIVERSITY 



J ul_. 16~ 194.3 

De::.r :a-. Ee.:-ry. I :.:.:te t.!.l:1;;, ~isa m.,1ic:ge• o:.:.r 
comptrol.l.er, ~13 11ade arrange­

aenta for the payme:it of iust&l lw£nta or' your fellow­
ship t:i~e.nt. 

I f onnd tu1: edi to1•i al fro-:n the 
Cb,11·lea'tp:'l. a.~:-"S acd Co..ir~er li,vst li.1torea t,.;.ng. Our 
~lipJinv &~rvi ce had miaoed i~. 

VH:cn 
"" "'l'"\I V 1-fl\VGOO~ 

fa"t. . r. illian c. Han,ood 
A0Ung- Directo1· for Fello~u~...i~~ 

llr. l l'm:ton Derr:,[ 
.2039')1=,w iitH-'f1Bhi1e Avenue, r- . w. 
Tiashington 9, D. C. 

I 
UNIVERSITY 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

1lr Brewton B~rey ) 

138 r..ast. ~~ell Street 

OriSil.geb·1r1, South -C.cJ.rollu. 

A<"count• . . 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 
6713 

Date 

FELLOWSH\PS 

Appropriation No. Debit 

42-S.l t-166. 66 

Credit 

U N I V IE R S J -r / 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue ~ t.L ow 0 \· l \ r~ 

CHICAGO 

To Payment Voucher No. 

Date Auc;u.at 31, 1943 

l.38 E. Rueaell 5treet 

Septcmhe-r in&~llmcnt on fellowship grant - - - - - - - - - • t166. 66 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Jftdte Sout hern Fellowships ·i 42-5A $166.66 

..J 
Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

NT 

u 



To -,.( B,a~r,,,rry 

138 Eaat Rueaell Street 

oranc•bura, South Carolina 

Payment Voucher No. 6!)56 

Date Sept~r.iber .30 , 19/.J 

October 1nst Jtllment on fellowship grant - - - - - $166. 68 

Accounts 

Whi te Southern Fellowships 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All 

Appropriation No. 

42- SA 

m 
l 

U N 

Debit 

$166.68 

s 

Credit 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To Ur. 

138 EaBt .Rue&ell Street 

<>r..nseturg, South Carolina 

4901 Ellis A-.eoue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. " 7109 

Date 

Yov~mber installment on fell.owa.~ip - - - - - $166.66 

Ck./129700 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debh 

White Southern Fellowshipl $166. 66 

Prepared by Checked by Posted b:, 

All 

Credit 

~Comptrolrer---

J r I .V IE R S J -



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

Mr nrowton ;??rrr- « 

lJ8 :East Russell Street 

Orangeburg, South Ca.rollna 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 72,7 

0.11csrr-r,ar l .ostdlmsnt on f ollo;;ship .. - - - - -· - - fJ.66,66 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Whi te Souther n Fellowah1P9 42- 51 $166. 66 

Prepared by ,Checked by Posted by 

All 

J 

Credit 



Julius Rosenwald Fund_ 

To 11r( i;rewtoo) ~ • -

l3S East nu.ss•ll Street 

Orangeburg, Sout.h Carolina 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

• 

Payment Voucher No. 73'11 

Date Deeember 31, 1943 

January i r..stall.r.1ent on fellowehip - - - - • - $166.68 

Ck.l)OOSI 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

White Southern i~llowehipa 42-S.l $166.68 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

ill 

Credit 

U N I V E R S ] -r I 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A•enue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 7 ~M', 

Date 

Febr uary in:n,a.ll , ent on fel.i..owshi.p - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~166. 66 

Ck . #50235 

Ac-count• Appropriation No. Debit 

l'ihi te Sot. 1.,!...crn Felloivships 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

eJJ 

Credit 

U N I V IE ~ 5 J -r 



Julius Rosenwald Fund .. 
4901 Ellis Avenue F.-1:.\_\_0•·~ " V'; l,; 

CHICAGO -

To Mr. / Bre.wton ,,,__.,'""""11~ 
188 'tast ~ sell Street 
Oraqeburg, South Carolina 

Payment Voucher No. 7702 

Date 

ler ch installment on fellowship grant ... - - - - - - - - - - - - 1166. 66 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

lhite Southffll Fellowehipa 42-SA $186. 66 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by l "J "' /, 
f' 

=====, ~ 

u IV 

• 

Credit 

~ ComptrfiliiF 

I 



To 

Orant;~burg1 South Carolina 

April instnllment on fellowship grant - - - - - ... - - • • .... - t].66.68 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

White Southern Fel.low:3hips 42-5A $166.68 

I 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by Jm~ I 

~ ~ ~ CoinptroJFej= 

u I V IE R s ] - I 



To Mr j Brevtaa rr, 

l.J~t ~Jse._l •l io!!Si,iliitliire.,_etiwi,~~·"' 

Payment Voucher No. 8061 

Date April 281 1944 

Orange b'2.rg, Sou th Carolina 

lay installment on fellowship gr...nt - - - - - - - - - - - ..: - - $166.66 

A<"COUfltl Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

White Southern Fellowships $166.66 

Prepared by 

ej~ 
Checked by Posted by 

u IV R S J - I 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

11r/ Dr•➔-rry 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO r ELLOv\i~l-1iF 
To 

13~ .3os t Husoell Street 

Payment Voucher Noa,2.34 

Date t.fuy .31, 1944 

Orl'..ngebu.rg, South Carolina 

Juno inetalL:,ont on .f'Elllowsh11') gr .... nt - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~166. 66 

Ck. fr3105.3 

Accouots Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

White Southern Fellowships 42- 5A $166. 66 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

eJj Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund ws·u\~S 
4901 Ellis Aveoue FEL' 0 \I I 

CHICAGO l-
To 11r/ BrewtoD.~ 

l38'zast~l Street 

Payment Voucher No. 8.349 

Date lune 191 1944 

Final inotall:ent on follonhip £,r .:mt - - - - - • - - - - n66.68 

Ck. &31198 

Accou.ats Appropriation No. Debit 

W'nite Southern Fellowshipa $166.68 

Prepared by 

•JJ 
Checked by Posted by 

Credit 



RHODE ISLAND STATE COLLEGE 
KINGSTON, R. I. 

SCHOOL OF AG~ICULTU~E AND HOM&: ECONOMICS 

-I ..-

A'U€11st 2, 1945. 
- .. 

Julius Rosenwald 1und, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chi~o. 111. 

-· 

u ,-,J 

. 08, 
!K UJ..r 

~ 

--
I am enclosing herewith two copies of an article of mine on 

5''v.D 
I 

0 

- --

"The Mesti2os of South Carolina", recently published in the American 

Journal of Sociolo~. This is the first published report on the 

. 

-

study I mad• in 1943,:-1944 for which 1 had been awarded a Rosenwald fellow­

ahip. I have additional copies of this article, if you should want 

others. 

The data I collect4d are being worked into manuscript form for 

a book, which I hope to be able to complete in another year. 

p;p, /M 

Very truly yours, 

l f~rewton 
P \ essor 

r:::..__J 

u I 

tr 
~ 

V r-- R s fr 



August 21, 1945 

Dear Mr. Berry, Thank you r or sending ua the 
reprints of your erticle on 

"The Mestizos of South Carolina" which I read with 
much interest. We are glad to have them for our 
tiles. 

We shall be looking r or;vard to 
hearing or the puhlication of your book. Such en 
interesting and i1ttle-known group should certainly 
be documented before it is absorbed. The nuances 
of the Mestizos• status in a biracial :?ystem and 
the forces which a.re aiding thnir assimilation should 
be of great interest to sociologists and anthropolo­
gists as well aa to persons in the field of race re­
lations. 

Sincerely yours, 

VANDI V. HAYuOu 1 

VlhRR 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 

Acting Director for Fellowship• 

Mr / Brewton .B• ... ~ I .UliilJi.l!N. w iiollliit,' a, " 

Pr!.tessor or Sociology 
Rhode Island State College 
lingston, Rhode Island 

UNIVERSITY 



, : 

Dear Ir. Ber ry: 

Bovember 19, 1946 

Thank you very much 

for your reply to my 

r ecent l etter and for your generous offer 

to help us stir up some likely candi dates . 

I t was very good to have the bi ogr aphi cal 

i nfora~t ion whi ch you Hnt , and I hope 

you wi ll keep us i nforaed about the progr ess 

of the f orthoollling book. 

Si ncerely yours, 

WILLIAM C H.AVG000 

WCH: r fl 

Ir. (J 811.es Brewton \erry 
DeJ>$rtment of Soc~~ll"- -~ .. ,..,.._-:.,;; 
The Ohio Stnte Univer sity 
Columbus 10, Ohi o 

UNIVERSITY 



FE 
Dr. Brewton Berry 
Heads Bond Drive' 
Publicity 

' 

DR. BREWTON · BERRY 

Dr. Brewton Berry. on lc8\·c of 
absenrc from lhe t:niversil\" of 

' :\lissouri lo c·o1uluct sologi<-11i re-

l M'11rd1 in South Carolina for the 
Julius Rosenw11ld Found11lion. 

l

. Ch,<-liko, tliD!l appomlei.'t p[ffllt<'tt~­
dirertor of the Third War Bond 
drive in Oran!(cburg rount~· this 

I.week by Chairma n H!, ::'11.1 
Green. ..l., 

Dr. e en'f w■rb range- , 
burg and graclttated I the 
Orangcburs IU1h In 1918. 
He ftntsbed u ~Jege in 
1922, v..t. uni 1,-lh 1925, 11nd I 
the Unmrsit~dinburgh in 
1929. He taught sociology at Ohio 
Slate university uaij} 1931 when 
he joined the fa~al the Uni­
w rsitv of Missou~i Now Jt·is 
p1 of<•~sor of iiociolojJy therf l)lll 
diredor of the Ahthropoligical 
mus<·um. He also is secrctlll')!.~ f 
I he ::'llissouri Arrhaeological lo­
c-iet\" and editor of the llia■ouri 
.-\rr iia~logist. 

Author of se vl'ral books. ~s 
had articles OJ)f)l'11.ring ilJ . y 
well-known 11111gazmes. P re­
search and public11tions In ■reh­
aeology he has rec.-eived two t500 
:.w11rds from the Social Science 
Rese11rch Council in New York 
and has been elected a Fellow of 
thr So<"iety for American Arch­
aeology. 

U N R S I T V 
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