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VIMON STUDY

{/f May 10, 1987

Dear ir. Campbell: A group of us from the Julius Rosenwald

Fund were in Nashville last Fridey and
had hoped for the privilege of a talk with you. Unfortunately,
you were out of the city. I am therefore sending by letter the
gist of the matter we had in mind and I em asking that if you
ere at all interested and if a trip in the near future is
feasible, you come to Chicago for further discussion.

As I think you know, the Fund is now
giving its major attention to rural education. We zre inter-
esting ourselves in the work of white as well as colored schools
and are concentrating our attention wpon the South. The enclosed
pemphlet will give you in some deteil our ideas and plans.

In the course of this work we are natur-
ally giving chief attention to normal schools and teachers'
colleges since these are the places where the future teachers are
being educated and are also natursl centers for the generation of
ideas and the spread of influence. We have entered into direct
cooperation with two or three normel colleges, chiefly in Georgia
which is the state in which we are cooperating during the initisl
years of the program. We want, however, to acquaint ourselves
with the whole field of normal school educatlon throughout the
South. It has occurred to us that it would be desirable to make
a survey of all of the normal schools in the fourteen or fifteen
southern states and, in addition to this survey of the schools
themselves, to make some anslysis of the institutions at which
the present elementary school teachers have had their preparation.
Of course we would want to include both white and colored schools
in this survey and possibly the survey group should include one
white and one colored individual.

It seems to us that any such formal study
should be made, if possible, by & member of one of the southern
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institutions. This particular study would most appropriately be
made by a member of the Peabody faculty and it has occurred to us
that you might be interested in doing it. £t any rate, without
any commitments on either side, we should like the opportunity of
talking it over with you. ¥e took the liberty of mentioning the
matter to the new president-elect, Dr. Garrison, end he was very
favorably inclined to the ldea.

If it is at &ll possible, could you come up
to Chicago for & day or two any time before Hay 21? Of course we
would expect to meet the expenses of such a trip. I suggest this
rather immediate future beceuse I am to be away all of the week
following Mey 21 and because we should like to get plans under way
&8 rapidly as possible. Regardless of the quesiion of your per-
sonsl association with this study, we in thils office would like
very much to have the opportunity of acquasinting you with owr plans
and of discussing these plans with you.

Very truly yours,

R Fucrrer

Hr. Doak S. Campbell
George Peabody College for Teachers

Hashville, Tennessee
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May 17, 1957

Dear dr. Campbell: Fe all enjoyed very much our
conference with you. We are
delighted at the prospect of hnving you u:d your

As I remember, you said you
would be free for some further conferences efter
June 4. With a view to getting such a meeting at the
earliest possible time, I am wondering if it would be
convenient for you if we had our next conference in
Nashville over the week-end of June 5 and 6. We could
thus have the presence of Charles Jolmson and probably
of two or three others of our group. If this is an
agreeable date for you, I shell go forward with plans
to that end. Meanwhile, our thanks for your interest
and coopersation.

Very truly yours,

Epwin R. EmBrEE

ERE:JW
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May 17, 1957

Dear Coss: Fe have carried further our tentative

plenning on the study of the education
of elementary teachers, especially rural teachers, in
the South by having a conference with Doak Campbell of
Peabody. We were highly satisfied, even delighted,
by this conference. He seems to us an excellent man
and he stands ready to make or direct this study
through the division of surveys set up at Peabody by
the General Education Board. It seems to us an ex-
cellent opportunity to get a fine director for this
study and at the same time to plant it where it should
be, namely, in the regular work snd output of a
southern institution.

The whole thing is on a tentative
basis until we have the opinions of jyou, Judd, Burton
Fowler, Charlie Johnson as representing our chief ad-
visers in this sort of thing. I am hoping to have a
chance to talk this and other matters over with you
when I am in New York the latter part of next week.

By the way, I hear rether extravagant
praise of a paper which you read at the Louisville
Municipal College entitled, I believe, "The Future of
Higher Education in America.® May I see & copy}

Very truly yours,
ERE:JW Eowinv R. Emerer

Dr. Jobn J. Coss
Columbia University
New York City
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Hay 17, 1937

Dear Hr. Fowler: You will remember that various sugges-
tions have been mde fron time to time
in our Rural Council as to the surve 00le
of individusl rural schools in the 3 nis
have been giving a good deal of thought to both t.heu sug—
gestions as our plans are maturing. On the whole it seems to
us best to start with the normal schools, partly because they
are fewer in number and partly because through them we may be
able, in part at lest, to search out and study the promising
individual schools.

If a study is made of the education of
elementary teachers, especially rural teachers, in the South,
there would be many sdvantages in having it made by a southern
institution which is apt to have a continuing influence in the
educstional programs of the South. The Ceorge Peabody College
for Teachers should be the proper institution for such a study.
While Peabody has lacked & good deal in years past, there are
evidences of fundamental reorganizations there. At any rate,
its department of surveys under Dr. Doek Campbell seems an
excellent division. We have had a preliminery conversation
with Dr. Campbell. He and his department are prepared to make
the study if we wish them to and we in this office are inclined
in that direction. Before committing ourselves, we should like
very much to have & conference of some of the interested per-
sons in our Rural Council and are suggesting such a conference
for Hashville during the week-end of June 5 and 6, At that

meeting we should hope to decide upon the following:

() Agreement among & small group of us as to
the scope and emphases of the study. I should like that
group to include members of our rural school staff to-
gether with you, Dr. Judd, and Dr. Charles Johnson. Do
you think of others who shonld be imluded? If certain of




the individuals whose opinion we want could not be in
Hashville, we could probably arrange to get their tenta-
tive suggestions in advance.

(b) Agree upon and appoint the men who will
do the field studies. Have you any suggestions as to
individuals?

I realize that the first week in June is
probably an almost impossible time for a school man to get away.
If you can we should greatly appreciate it. If not, we should
like to have in advance any suggestions you may have either in
general or in detail.

Very truly yours,
Epowin R. EMBREE

EREsJW

Mr. Burton Fowler, leadmaster
The Tower Hill School
Wilmington, Delaware
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May 17, 1937

Dear Mr. Campbell: I have at least one idea already
as to personnel for the
of arn. norwal.860a0lss. The other day we
Miss ie Caldwell who was at that time being consid-
ered for an important post at the South Georgia Teachers
College. While in genersl a man would be better than
a woman for this survey job, this particular woman seems
to me to have so many of the desired qualifications that
she might be worth keeping in mind. ©She comes originally
from Alabama which in itself is in esset. She has had
experience in rural school teaching in Alabama and,
after courses which carried her through the master's
degree at Teachers College, Columbia, has been serving
recently at the Oswego NHormal School in New York. I am
enclosing the papers sent about her from Columbia simply
80 that her record may be kept in mind in comnection
with other persons whom we may want to consider for the
field studies.

Very truly yours,
té}mn R Friners

ERE: JW

Mr. Dok Campbell

George Peabody College for Teachers
Hashville, Tennessee
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May 17, 1937

Dear Mr. Judd: You will remember that various suggestions

have been made from time to time in our
Rural Council as to the survey of normel schools end of in-
dividuel rural schools in the Sout! Ne in LATE"6ffice nave
been giving a good deal of thought to both these suggestions
as our plans are maturing., On the whole it seems to us best
to stert with the normal schools, partly because they are
fewer in number and partly because through them we mey be able,
in part at least, to seerch out and study the promising in-
dividual schools.

If a study is made of the education of ele-
mentary teachers, especially rural teachers in the South, there
would be many advantages in having it made by a southern in-
stitution which is apt to have a continuing influence in the
educational programs of the South. The Ceorge Peabody College
for Teachers should be the proper institution for sueh s study.
While Peabody has lacked a good deal in years past, there are
evidences of fundamental reorganizations there. At any rate, its
department of surveys under Dr. Doak Campbell seems an excellent
division. We have had a preliminary conversation with Dr. Camp-
bell. He and his department are prepared to make the study if
we wish them to end we in this office are inclined in that direc-
tion. Before committing ourselves, we should like very much to
have a conference of some of the interested persons in our Rural
Council and are suggesting such a conference for Nashville during
the week-end of June 5 end 6. At that meeting we should hope to
decide upon the following.

(a) Agreement smong a small group of us as to
the scope and emphases of the study. I should like that
group to include members of our rural school staff together
with you, Mr. Fowler, and Dr. Cherles Jolnson. Do you think
of others who should be imcluded? If certain of the in-
dividusls whose opinion we want could not be in Mashville,
we could probably arrange to get their tentative suggestions
in advance. ; -



(b) Agree upon and appoint the men who will
do the field studies. Have you any suggestions as to
individuals?

I reslize that the first week in June is
probably an almost impossible time for a school man to get
avay. If you can we should greatly appreciate it. If not, we
should like to have in advance any suggestions you may have
either in general or in detail.

Very truly yours,

P EunnerE
FE-"","J.!'I" is. K B [ =

ERE:JW

Mr. Charles iis Judd
The University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois
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GEORGE PEABODY COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

DIVISION OF

SURVEYS AND FIELD STUDIES M&Y 1’?’ 1957

Mr. Edwin S. Embree
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois !

Dear Mr. Embree:

I greatly enjoyed the conference with you and Mr.
and Mrs. Simon in Chicago last Saturday. I shall pro-
ceed at once to think in terms of persons who might be
selected to carry on the work under consideration.

In compliance with your suggestion I am enclosing
a statement of expenses incurred on sccount of the con-
ference.

Cordially yours,

AT Cogptinne”

DSC:M D. S. Campbell



Expenses incurred by D. S. Campbell for traveling from
Nashville, Tennessee to Chicago, Illinois, May 14-16, 1937,

K

g Railroad and Pullman
M Hotel and Meals

Miscellaneous

$24.72
4,50
2.12
31l.34
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Mr. Edwin R. Embree e—ca
Julius Rosenwald Fund Y B i _4”“_‘J

4901 Ellis Avenue ; ’ I —_—
Chicago, Illinois hl —1 | /

Dear Nr. Embree: --—rﬂ.u.“ J f

I have delayed considerably replylng to your 1ettera
of May 17th. However it seemed unavoldable.

I shall be glad to see you on June 5th and 6th or the
11th and 12th. The rest of the time between these dates
will be occupied with the registration of students and the
beginning of our summer sesslon.

I have not been able to secure the names of individuals
whom I should like to nominate who are also available for
work beginning July lst. I hope to have certaln names ready
by the 5th and 6th.

One complication with respect to my participation in
this work has arisen in the last few days. I have been ap~-
pointed by the President's Gommlittee to assume direction of
a major phase of an investigation that must be completed with-
in the next four months. I belleve however that inasmuch as
I am to spend only a part of my time with that work I shall
have time to plan and help get under way the study I have
been discussing with you.

I have considered the name of Miss Caldwell. We had
some contact with her in one of our early studles in Alabama.
She 1s well informed but did not show up very well in that
enterprise when it came to handling public relations. Inas-
much as public relations seems to be one of the most important
aspects of our proposed task I have some doubt as to her abili-
ty to do just what we want,



I am in comunication that will bring specific sugges-
tions regarding certain colored workers whom we may consider
at our conference.

Please let me know at once whether the dates suggested
are agreeable so that we can arrange a time for the conference.

Sincerely yours,

ot —

DSC:M D. S. Campbell,
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June 1, 1957

Dear Mr, Campbell: I don't want to pile too many

ideas on you at once, but I have
an interesting suggestion from one of our trustees that
I want to pass on to you in anticipation of our confer-
ence in Nashville on June § and 6. This trustee, Jom
Coss, suggests that we might get further if instead of
simply studying normal schools we made an attempt to get
some appraisal of the total educational sitmstion (with
special respect to rural schools) in two or three typical
areas. We might pick out about three states, e.g., Georgia,
Mississippi, Tennessee, or we might pick out types of
regions, €.g., rurel cotton, mixed agriculiure, mixed
agriculture and small-town industries. I am & good deal
attiracted by this idea and pase it on so that you can be
giving it a little thought before our next talk.

Very truly yours,

Epowin R. EMBREF
ERE:JW

Mr. Doak Campbell
Peabody College for Teachers
ashville, scee
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June 24, 1937

'S

Dear Bond: We have a proposal for the study of the preparation

of elementary school teachers (especially rural
teachers) that I am bringing to your attention in the hope that you
mey be interested in taking an important place in it. Feeling that
it would be unethical to approach you in the matter until I had dis-
cussed it with President Nelson, I have delayed this letter until I
could have such & talk. Mr, Felson is naturally perturbed at the
thought of anything taking you from Dillard. HNevertheless, he has
made no objection teo our presenting the matter to you.

Put briefly, the proposal we have is for the making
up of a plcture of whai seems to us to constitute & good rural school
through the designation of a number of desired qualities in the school.
By seeing how nearly given schools measure up to the several qualities
it will be pogsible not so much to rate the schools as to make a
profile of their attsinmenta with respect to these several qualitiss.
Having thus studied a number of individusel rural schools and come to
pretty definite decicions as to what differentiates good schools from
bad ones, we would be in a position ito define what constitutes a good
rural teacher. Then in turn we should be able to describe what should
conprise the educational preparation of such a teacher and so, by a
series of steps, we should come to the place where we would feel com=-
petent to appraise the programs of existing normal schools and to sug-
gest revisions and reorganizations.

It is proposed that this study be carried out under
the direction of Dr. Doak Campbell of the Department of Surveys of
the George Peabody College for Teachers. He has ssed his in-
terest and his willingness to have that depurtment (which is endowed)
undertake the study, contributing his services and those of the depart-
ment. Under Dr. Campbell we expect to have two men of experience and
intelligence in the school field, one of the men being white and the
other colored, What we want is for you to be one of these men,
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The study, while directed by Peabody College, is
in behalf of the Rural Council of the Julius Rosenwald

Fund which will meet the expenses of the two directors under Campbell
and of the field studies. The Fund will also name & committee which
will serve as an advisory body. OSuch a committee, somewhat informally
constituted, has already been meeting with Dr. Campbell for preliminary

« It includes, in addition to members of our own staff,
Dr. Charles Johnson, Dr. Lloyd Warner, and will probably ultimately
inelude Dr. Judd, Dr. Coss, and Mr. Burton Fowler.

We hope that the work can get under way promptly, if
posaible right after the close of the present summer terms. The
first step will be conferences with Campbell and the commitiee for
definite formulation of the problems and procedures. There would thenm
follow s considerable period of work by the directors in formulating
eriteria for judging the rural schools and in getting these proposed
qualities discussed and finally approved by the advisory commitiee.
Then would follow visits to rural schools and, later, visits to nore
mal schools. Rather than msking a comprehensive survey of institu-
tione throughout the South, we would probably concentrate upon one or
two states and upon areas illustrating various soclio-economic condi-
tions (1.e. cotton plantetions, cotton-small ferms, diversified
farning, etc.). The whole study woulélibe'not so much a factual sur-
vey of existing normal schools as an effort to work out proper means
and methods for the preparation of rural teachers.

Since the other workers will be at Nashville, it
would be a matier of coanvenience for you ® have your headquarters
there also, probedbly officially at Fisk. On the other hand,
President Nelson locks with distress st your leaving Dillard and
urges that if you take the post you still keep your home and head-
quarters in New Orleans. It seems to me thai that will be very in-
convenient. I have mede the counter-suggestion that if you take the
post you accept it on leave of absence simply for the first semester
although I am sure that at least a full year®s work will be required,
thus necessiteting leave of ahsence or some further errangement at the
end of the first semester. It would mot be too difficult for you te
return to Dillard for registration and other work in connection with
the opening of the college term for two or three weeks, say {rom about
September 7 one

The study we have in mind should be ideal prepara-
tion for the man who expects to make his career in the professional
field of education and who, working from some university base, might
influence greatly the direction of tea: education and rural
tion throughout the South. I realize that you will probably not want
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