
Name Lawrence , Jacob Armstead 

Position 

(1917)Negro Iii 
White Southerner 

1940 
1941 

□ 1942 

Special Field Art 
Group Painting 

College American Artists School, New York, September, 1936, to February, 1938. 

University 

Plan of Work: 

1940 To interpret in a suf'ficient rrumber of gesso panels (40 to 50, 18 x 12) 
the great Negro migration during the World War. About 18 months of work. 

1941 To do 20 paintings on John Brown ' s part in the freeing of the slaves. 

1942 To do a number of paintings of Harlem, depicting Negro life since the 
migration t o the North during the World Viar I. 

Action of Fellowship Committee: 

1940 Granted $1, 500 
1941 Granted il, 200 
1942 Granted ! 1,200 (f inal awar d) 



Senior ar tis t , W. P . A. Federal Art Proj ect, May, 1958 to October , 1959. 

Has completed 41 paintings in water color on the Republ ic of Haiti (or the Life of 
Toussaint L' Ouver tur e) beginning with its dis covery in 1492 to the crowning of 
Dessalines as Emper or in 1804; 51 paintings in gesso on Life of Frederick Dougl ass; 
51 in gesso on lif e of Harriet Tubman. 
Has exhibited at ll5th Street Libr ary, New York, 1957; American Arti sts School, 
1959; Labor Cl ub, New Yor k , 1959; Balt imore Museum of Art, 1959. 

Sixty panels of Migration ofNegroes on exhibit in Downtown Galleries, November, 1941. 
Twenty- six of these panels r eproduced in November, 1941, For t une . 

Exhibition of gouache at the Downtown Gallery, New York City, May 11 to 29, 1943. 
Thirty portraits or Harlem life. 

Received $500 Purchase Prize for "Pool Parlor," at Metropolitan Museum "Artists 
for Victory" show, 1942. 

Phillips Memorial Galler y of V,ashi n~ton and Museum of Moder n Art, New York, have 
purchased the ~i gr:ation s eries . 
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JACOB LAWRENCE °"• 

Ne,, York City 

Art - Painting 
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JACOB ARMSTEAD LAURENCE 

Artist (unemployed) 
New York City 

Art 
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1940 JW 

Name 

Plan of Work 

Jacob Armstead Lawrence 

Artist (unemployed) 
292 West 147th Street, New York City 

Field: Art 

To i nterpret in a sufficient number of gesso panels (from 40 to 50 , 
18 X 12) the great Negro migration during the World War . 

Probable duration of work eighteen months , beginning as soon as 
possible . 

Personal Data Born Atlantic Ci-cy, New Jersey, September, 1917. Single . Age: 22 

Undergraduate Work American Artist School, 1936-38 

Graduate Work 

Experience Senior artist, WPA Federal Art Project, New York City , 
May, 1938, to October, 1939, $1000 per year . 

Accomplishments Forty-one paintings in water color on The Republic of Haiti, 
begirri.ng with its discovery in 1492 t o the crowning of Jean 
Jacques Dessalines as Emperor in 1804; 31 paintings in gesso 

on The Life of Frederick Douglass ; 31 in gesso on The Life of Harriet Tubman. 
five exhibitions, one at Baltimore Museum of Art. 

Scholarship at American Artists School, 1936- 38 . 

References 
Lincoln Kirstein , Ballet Caravan, New York City 
Miguel Covarrubias , Artist, Mexico City 
Charles Rogers, Baltimore Museum of Art 
Alain Locke , Professor of Philosophy, Howard University 
Mary B. Brady , Director, Harmon Foundation 
Helen Grayson, Desi~ner , New York City 

Plan of Work 
Transcripts 

Photograph 
Exhibit Material 

Sent to Committee 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed $1500. 00 
From Applicant - - - -
From Fund $1500. 00 

AMOUNT GRANTED -/J' 1.f,7'-CJ 
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Name l a.cob Lawrence Field: Art -
Paint ing 

~l5 West 125th Street ~l 
1 ' .,,. 

New York Ci'tij' REAPPQINTMENT 
Plan of Work 

To do twenty paintings on J'obn Brown' s part 1n t he treeing of t he 
Negro sl aves in the United States. 

Research and travel f or one year. 
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- Personal Data Born Atlantic City, New Jersey, September, 191, . 
Single. 

Age: 2l5 

Undergraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

Experience 

American Artists School, 1 9156-58. 

Seni or art ist, l1PA Federal Art Projeot , New York City, 
1958-59, $1000. 

Accomplishments Forty-one paintings in water color on The Republic of Hait1J 
Sl in gesso on The Life of Frederick DouglassJ 31 in gesso 

on The Life of Harriet TubmanJ f ive exhibitionsJ same of paintings reproduoed in 
•The Negro in Art" edited by Dr. Alain Locke. 

References 

Sent to Committee 

Scholarship at American Artist s School, 1956-58J 
Rosenwald Fund Fellowship, 1940--41, $1500. 
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Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed $ l , 500 
From Applicant 
From Fund 8 l, 500 

AMOUNT GRANTED 
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1942 MLU 

Name 

Plan of Work 

Jacot Lawrence 

33 rest l.25th Street 
New York City 

REAPPOINTMENT Field: Art _ 
Pninting 

I wish to do a study of H~rlem 1n a number of paintlnts (30 or 50) 
depicting evf:lnts sinoe the Negro migration north during the World Far , 

Researop , travel, and paintint:, f or one year. 
,.. ; . ... { ~ 'f"t-

Personal Data Boru Atlantic Ci ty, New Jersey, September, 1917 
Single. 

Age: 24 
J-. 
i A Undergraduate Work .American Artists School , 1936-38 . 

Graduate Work 

Experience Senior artist, WPA Federal Ar t Project, New Yor k City, 
1938-39, Sl ,000. 

Accomplishments 41 paintings in water color on the Rep11Jlic of Hai tiJ 
J l in gesso on the l ife of Frederick Dougl ass} 31 in gesso 

on the l i fe of Harri et Tubman; some paintings reproduced in "The Negro in Art, 11 

edited by Dr, Alain Locke; 26 paintings in Fortune, November, 1941. 

Fellowships : Amer ican Artists School, 1936-38 
Rosenwald Fund fellowships , 1940 and 1941, f or panel s depicting Negro 

migr ation during the Worl d War, and paintings of John Brown ' s part in freeing the 
Gl aves . 

References 

Dr. Alain Locke, Howard University 
Miss Mary B, Brady, Harmon Foundation 
Miss Hel en Grayson, New York 

Sent to Committee 
~ 
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Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 1,240 
From Applicant 
From Fund ·..,1, 240 

AMOUNT GRANTED I, ~ 
'J 
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