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Kr, William c. Haygood, 
JULIUS ROSEBWALD F.mTD 
f901 Ellis ATenus 
Chioago, I1linois 

Direotor f or Fell 01Vships 

' wti~ ~I,-~ \oJcM , " 
Dear Mr. &ygoois 

!y this time you must h&Te reeeiTed my letter or th~ nast 
week, ani the paelal.ge eontaining the scores lty lay, Middleton all:t 
Anier son. Toiay I a.m sentlin,; ltaok to you lty e•p:reH tne ~cores l,y 
Margetson, ierr and Dorsey . 

You ask tor a ratin~ of eaoh man in t he order of abili ty and 
promise. For reasons that I will ex~lain later, it is diffi cult to 
4eeide whether Iay or lerr should come first. Thererore I"Te decided 
to put them ltoth in the top spot and rate t he rest in order, in 
this way s 

1. rrlysses lray and '!'h0)'1tas H. Kerr 
2. Edwari Marget son 
3. James E. Dorsey 
•• Emanuel Middleton 
5 . Walter Anderson. 

My reasons for ranking lay and Jrerr as eq11als are as f'ollor·~: 
thou~h Kerr showsa ltroaier horizon in that he is aol~ to use both 
the modern an« t he acaiemic mediUJ11s intelli~ently and t hou~h he 
Usplays more m.eloilo gi1't, JCay has written in the lar~r forms as 
W9ll as the small, and has also written for orchestra, for piano, 
for TOiee and for solo instruments, thus disnlayin~ a Tersatility 
that (jullging lty the oom~oaitions submitted) is not at once a~riarent 
1• Mr• Kerr's work. 'My first impression of Mr. K~rr was that he is 
more oleTer than inspire•, that he is what rrAy lte terJMd an 
•xhiltitionist. I kn011r "fe'"Y well that mere cle..-erness is not lastin,;. 
ffoweyer, on studying his work more carefully. I eam.e t o the 
conelusion that he has a genuine talent, good taste and techni c 
(espeoially as concerns the piano) and +.h~t he may dewlon into 
somefone musically worthwhile. I hope so. , I g&Te you my imnJ"essions 
of )(j-. Kay's work in my last letters d might add t hat I thinlc he i s 
thorough and conscientious and is ltuildin~ on a solid ~oundation. 

Eaart Margetson i s a Tery competent comnos~r. I liked the 
thblgs ht wrote a great deal. l!is melodies were good , and t he 
oomposft i ons were tastefully and intelligently written . My only 
reason for ranking him a1'ter the other two is that I fe~l that he 
has conseiously limited himself to an academic --at time almost 
eoclesiastioal--style. This is only a comment and not a crit i cism, 
for I round 11othing wrong with his work. Hf! has a great dea 1 of talent . 

Jalll8s E. Dorsey has eTidently studied ha~d an~ wor~d well, 
aut in eTery way he seems to ha. ve 'been inf luenet'I d l>y Euronesn :mns i c 
and European iieals , •~srlfteethe fact that I note that he has had I.ti 
teacher~ on, of Amerioa' s foremost and most eana.hlA comnosers--He.rl 
McDona ld. It ap'Oears to me that Mr. Dorsey ~a sn' t yet risen above t he 
olas~~ooml Perhaps11n.the future he will~ and at that time tierhaTI~ 
he will d splay a lttle more orig1nalit.r and quest=1n,; S'1"1r1 t. 



The more I s tuiy these thin~s the ~ore I com& to th8 
oonclusion that \eing a j ud~f'I is Ol'le of' +.he hard,,st jobs I' 11 evfltr 
haT~ to fa•• • There is such a great resnonsibi lity attached to it, &n~ 
I euopos• one's jui~nts are neoessarily colored~ his ner~on~l tastes , 
although l'Te trie4 har• to \e imnartia l. At any rate , I ho'O" that 
tlwse eommsnts will lte of soJr..., assistance 111 ma.king a decision. 

All good wishes to you, AS always~ 
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Mr. Willi9.m C. l!ayge .. 
JULIUS !OSElfflALD FUND 
4901 Ellis ATenue 
Chieage , Illin•is 

Dear llr. l!ayg•••: 

March 11, 19'2 

I'm r•turning t • y•u t • iay • Y Express e•lleet, aeeerdin~ 
t • y•ur i11strueti•ns, the • •mP•siti•ns •y Mr. Kay, Mr. MBdlet•n 
a:ai Mr . Aaiers••• As s••• as the ethers arriTe here, I will st,2dy 
them a•• Ntun them als•• This has •ee• rather a great 
respnsi•ility r•r .. , as I well regm\ter bft' much it m~an+. t e 
Dt t• apply f • r ani reeeiTe Fellft'ships, ands• I ht.Te t ried t • 
stuiy ••ch se•re as earefully as p• ss ible. I h•ne that t he 
•••olusi•ns I state here are o•rreet, and • • t t eo harsh . 

r Of the three eemposer s re-presentei, the only ene wh• 
quali~iee: ( in my • PiBien)-"ia ~tyse.es Iray. He seems t • he • .-~ a 
great ieal et talent••• t • •e werthy •r •ein~ giTen assistance. 
1 i •n't thi1lk h• w• uli mis-use a Fell.wshiP---an4 a s a ••sis fer 
this epinien I might oall y• ur attentien te the tremendous ameunt 
•f werk he turnei •ut, uatly ui i11te lligently , t • send f •r 
exuailaatiffl. That al•ne says t • ffl9 that he has ene qualification 
f • r sueoess: iniustry ani perseTitranee. ~ ha••les his erohestra 
well, an« has a g••• t••hnieal f •uiaiat i ••• rtis talent, heweTer, 
is iefinitely i11 the t ermativ• peri•• • He hasn't risen a•••e the 
intlueaoe • f his teaeher. rersenally, I i on't eare ~•r his 
•lffies•-•r rather, his laek • f JMl•iy--•ut en studyin~ his 
seeres I have oeme t • the oenelusi• n that this is ••t caused 
•Y .. alts••-- er neleiie girt, •ut rather that his mel .. -1.. c, ,;irt 
has Net suopress••. tte has eTiiently • een surr• u.ndei lty teaeh8rs 
er asseoiates wh• have eTer•effll)has ized the m••ern iiiffl. I h• ne 
that his pr • j ••t is such that it will enaltle him t • r i s~ •••ve 
• • •ernit y and t • use it as it suits him, net te \ee• me the t•&l 
• t m•ientity • .ti4t sheuli lte a•le t • use • r diseard it as nece,:; sary. 
The stu.y •t racial JllUsio mitp;ht lte a ~••·d antid•te f'•r this 
t en••ney. 111&ke this suggeeti en t or the simple reasn t ~a t the 
peri•• thr•ugh which he is eTidently nassing n.w it •ne that I 
als• i.• t • UJl•erg• when I was aequiring the t • •ls • f my t,·a•e, 
an.• I re••gni u the symotems. ~ut there is uni•ulttflldly great 
talent, sin•erity ant apolieati•n t • w•rk in Mr. ~y. v-~ 

I ui s• rry t • hava t • report that t he eempesi tiens by Mr. 
An•ersen ana Mr. Midalet on aopeal t • me as ltein~ ffl~i • ore. They 
are ad•quate an• sineere, perhaps, ltut seem t • TM t • be laoki:n~ 
i n illagi:aati• n• I am aal~ t • say a l i ttle m•r• alt •ut Mr. Midil~t •n, 
rer he oame here to 4elinr the s• • res and had a ta lk wit~ me. I 
a ls• 1Nnt t • hear his •rohestra in a pu•lie rehearsal. (I thi nk, 
illoi4ettally, that a Deg~• aympheny • rohest ra is m,1eh ~eerled--
this has lteen ene •f my pet iesires f • r a lo~ time.) I wil l admit 
tha t I was surptised t• hear this • rehestra nlay . I had e~neoted 
s .,_thing qui t s •ai, ani was pleasant ly surnris~d t• f ind +.hat 

'"JI... it was•' t what I hai exoeeted. Mr . Mifldlet•n, wh• is eTiden.t ly 

( 

.,, --•rgoti • and •Hi •rg•d••r, had • 1s .... red iMtru.,.nta liots 
here in Les An~eles that I didn't loan existed , •nd had r,ersuaded 
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them te oeme eut a•d rehearse with him, a nnarently just f er th9 1.-.. 
e f' the werk.Ae a oeneuoter, he ellTi eusly Meis mere trainin~--• nd h8 
meiestly says he wishes t e werk ani t e tet t~is tra inin~ - ffe seems 
t e lie si:aeere, ancl I take it t •r gl"a•ted that he rea lly will werk t e 
get this t rainblg. Semeh...- I d•n' t f'eel ~hat h-, 1.s t • " -n~, ltut nerha ns 
I am mistaken ill this dew. It n ry • rten hap-oens that M e T>le whe 
ie1't st1tem t • h &T4' great••ss withill themselT~s can be s • indiu tri • us 
that they werk up t • a pesitien er attainment. One ether thin~ that I 
11Ust me•tiens I questi•• the 'ftliiity e f' his jtJd~Jtt in mudoal 
•tters. Jle was talkin~ at l • n~h • n Amttrican fflllsie and said sen,., Tel7 
aeasillle things alteut it. X..ter I dis cffffred that he and I 1Vere thinkin,: 
• f Amerioan music in clifferent t ermst he thinks • ~ it as " ew~n~" and 
mud• er t'te mere pepular ty,,e, like that written by F-,rdi111 "r•fe , and 
e t oeurse my Tiew is a little cli fferent. I thi•k .America• cu l ture is 
nniely Heeni.h~ 11Uch mere serieus than that, and feel t h~t his T)l.Rcin~ 
it ill the "p•pular" f'i eli ltri•,s it dewn t e a l«nrel lnrer than it 
sh~uld 'be . ~is r>re ferenees iefinitely run tewarll the "t>enular", llnd in 
seme instane•s he class~• eempesitiens well-kne,rn t • me is t hat ~ i n. 
when they aetua lly lte l eng amng aerieus American symnhenic werkR. 

All -~~~d wi~~e-~ t • I !~! _As always I 

Sincerely. 

~#---~ ~ 




