
Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Margaret S. Simon 
Secretary 

D. A. Elvidge 
Comptroller 

~(; ¼rtdi, ~ ,J I 

Julius Rosenwald Fund J.C. Dixon 

At\, 4901 Ellis Avenue Director for Rural Education 

M. 0. Bousfield, M.D. CHICAGO Director for Negro Health 

George M. Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 

February s, 1940 

Dear Lessing: From time to time this Fund, along 
with other "lcarned11 societies, is 

invited to be represented at important educational 
functions . ~fuen these affairs are in cities in, hich 
one of our trustees lives, we have usU8lly asked that 
trustee to serve as official delegate . Thus Edgar 
Stern represented us at the inauguration of the new 
president at Tulane University, and Howard Odum 
represented us at the Duke and University of North 
Carolina celebration. 

The University of Pennsylvania is 
celebrating its two hundredth anniversary on the 
twentieth and twenty-first of next September. They ,u/, 
have invited this Fund to be represented by an of- Ut"--, 
ficial delegate . You v.rould be a most appropriate Q'~~.AJJA¼> 
representative . If you consent I will name you as ',JJ.Ji-- ~ l \ 
our official delegate . The chief duties are to march ~__,,..!] 
in the academic procession, and the chief privileges ~ ' 
are to take part in an official luncheon and dinner ~JJ 

and to participate as you may choose in the educational W~~-~ , 
conferences that take place during the two-day session. ~ •~1 

Very truly yours, ~ •-~ 
ERE: .rn ~ ,-=_,,_.,._ 

~ ,/.. ... \,. ,--- -
:.lr . Lessing .J. Rosenwald 
Sears, Roebuck and Co . 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 

CHICAGO 

To Payment Voucher No. u•~ ~ 
r, e ing ,J. Rouimrald , I t,nt --- ~ clo Mr. N thLn . L£vin 

570 Lexingt~n AVE~ue 
N('w York City 

Date f< tlrUt.l'Y 8, l 40 

'!'o r cpl. ce check r cclvcd frv:r. B~njemin ti. r rker made pbyable 

to the Julius Rostnwald 1'und .i.n error - - - - - - - - - - 75.00 

Accounts 

h~rE~n~ c~rit~l Coe.rel 
Miscellantouc AccoJnt6 Rcceiveble 

Lessing J. Ros€nwal d 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

.lll 

Appropriation No. Debit 

$75. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



February 29• 1940 

Dear Lessing& For the Universiey- of Pennsylvania 
Bicentennial., I accept your 

acceptance in accordance 1'1 th th& terms on which ;you 
accept. I &ti enclosing honrn.th the formal announce-
1r.ent e.nd invita.tion. I have notified the Universiv 
authorities tba.t you have been appointed official 
delegate from 'th.a Jullu.3 Ro~enwal.d Fwlda.nd have 
a.sk$d th-'lt f'urther ~o-.mcements be .aent direotly ~ 
you. or couroe there is no obligation to toke pert 
in t!le celebration beyond 'trhat may- be convenient. I 
hope t.bat you mey' find some of the meetings and. 
eereCllonies of interest. 

ERE:JW 

r.tr. Lesdpg Jc B211■mJ,i . 
Seara, Roebuck and Co. 
Philadelphia, Pennayl vania 

Very truly yours~ 
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April 5, 1940 

To the Trustees: 

You may be interested in the enclosed editorial reprint 
now being distributed throughout Mississippi by groups interested in 
education. Whatever comes of the bill now before the legislature to 
create a teachers college for Negroes at Jackson, discussion of Negro 
schools and Negro rights generally has covered the state as never before. 
Teachers associations and citizens groups for the first time in Mississippi 
history are actively urging sympathetic consideration of Negro needs. 

2;.(27!. 

JUSTICE FOR NEGROES 

With all possible earnestness the Daily News urges the 
legislature not to adjourn without taking a decisive step towards es­
tablishing a training school for Negro teachers, preferably acceptance 
of the offer to donate the valuable property of Jackson College and the 
offer of the Rosenwald Foundation to furnish $50, 000 per year for the 
support fund . 

The subject embodies both an urgent need and a remark­
able opportunity. 

We are not giving the Negro a fair deal in our public 
school system, and may as well frankly admit it. Few of the teachers 
are properly prepared to teach. Too often it is a case of "the blind 
leading the blind". 

We have in our Negro schools today 5, 950 teachers and an 
average daily attendance of 234, 919 Negro pupils. 

Of the 51 950 teachers only 600 are college trained, 2,500 
are on what the department of education is pleased to call "a college 
level", and 3,000 are below - - many of them far below - - the college 
level. 

There is need for an annual replacement of 500 teachers in 
the Negro schools and all the Negro colleges in the state are unable to 
turn out more than 226 pupils trained for teaching. 

The population of Mississippi today is about 50-50, white 
and colored. The 1940 census will probably show 1,250,000 whites and 
1,200,000 Negroes. 

In our white public schools we employ 9,575' tee.chars . In 
our Negro schools we have only 5, 930 teachers -- melanc~iiY proof of the 
fact that we are not giving the Negroes a squar.e. d al. ft./'£ 

fJ'..UJ[ 
r✓ 



The department of education is giving solid backing of 
the plan of providing a training school for Negro teachers and has 
furnished legislators with a large amount of data on the subject. Action 
should be taken at this session. It will cost but little to renovate 
the buildings of Jackson College and get the school going. 

Once upon a time John Sharp Williams, of sainted memory, 
was making a talk to his home folks in a church at Yazoo City. Among 
other things, he said: 

At the close of the Civil War, the South made 
one of her most serious mistakes when she 
turned her back on the training of the Negroes 
and left the matter in the hands of Northern 
people and in the hands of the Negroes them­
selves. If the South had assumed responsibility 
for the training of the group of her population 
and had given it proper consideration, she would 
now have one of the greatest assets any nation 
ever had in the form of a great system of 
trained laborers. 

John Sharp Williams was usually right. He certainly was 
right in this instance and what he said then is still true today. If we 
are wise and if we are interested in our own future welfare, we will take 
steps to provide the right sort of training for our colored population. 

Jackson Daily News 
March 51, 1940 



ALVERTHORPE GALLERY 
JENKINTOWN PENNSYLVANIA 

OGOH1146' 

LESSING J, ROSENW.i.U) tuzABETH MONGAN ________ , 

Mr. Edwm R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwe.J.d Fund, ) , , Y 
4901 Ellis Avenue, , rvv•) . 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Ur. Jimbree i f I 
Most of the mail from the Fund is still 

being addressed t o Mr. Rosenwald at See.rs, Roeouck and 
Co. , Pailadel phia. As Mr. RosenwaJ.d does not visit his 
office at Sea.rs too frequent11, it will avoid dela.1 i£ 
in the fut ure all ms.il from the Fund is addressed to 
Mr. RosenwaJ.d at the address as shown on the above 
letterAea.d . I t would be appreciated if you could have 
your records changed accordingly. 

Wi th many thanks for your good attention 
t o tnis request, I am 

Very truly yours , 

~~~ 
M. T. Foulkes, Secretary 



April 25, l.940 

Dear Lessing& 'l'hat is 11iw.t I call action,. You had 
sold t he stock Wore ,-e could write 

up the minute, of tl.e Finance Committee meet.inc, let 
alone eon~uli;. ·the 1.1embersl I ar.i delighted tbe.t this 
block of stock io sold, t;ius covering t!le obli{,,ntion.s 
&S8umed at the trustees' me~ti.Dg. 

It. see:?18d to me that the meeting it­
self was unus~ good and constructive. It.. is, on 
the whol e, a very good Board, mo..,t of lrllose members 
know intimately the proble::is with •1hich we a.."t'C dealing 
and show understandine 1n approachiug those problems. 
I am delighted at th& new officers appointed .. I be­
lieve we a.re increasingly in a poei tion to do ef-
feeti ve work. 

ERE:J\T 

Jlr . Lessing J. Rosenwald 
.Alverthorpe Gallery 
Jenkinto-wn, Pennsylvania 

P. s. Here ls a letter w:1. thout a single uae of the 
word •significance"t 

I 
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April 26, 1940 

To the Trustees of the Julius Rosenw.Ald Fund : 

Two or three thin~s have happened in continu·tion of the 
interests which we were discussing at the trustees ' meet­
ing. I run passing the~ on for your informati on . 

1 . A wire from Mr. Easom of the Mis~i~~ippi State De­
pa~tmPnt of Educetion renorts th~t the Senate has 
aryproved the Jackson College Bill by a vote of r~ to 
9. This, on top of the Bou~e approval by 86 to 56, 
means that t ' e first step in this tough job is suc­
cessfully taken . This Bill simply authorizes a 
state college for Negro teac~ers at Jackson. It 
does not provide any funds for it . The money tas to 
be se,yrately voted. An a.ppropr:in.tion is certainly 
to be expected, but it is not sure until actually 
voted. At the request of "r. Easom, George Reynolds 
and Fred Wale of our staff are ~oing to Jackson this 
week end . Mr . Reynolds, an old-timer in Mississippi 
politics, may help to clinch the appropriation and 
to put the official coo.mittees he~rtily behind the 
new college . Mr. Wale will help on plans and or c:an­
ization of the college. 

2. So deli~htful and characteristic a letter came in 
from President Gallagher in response to my notifica­
tion of the appropriation to Talladega College th8t 
I am ~lad to share it with the trustees . He is a 
fine and salty fellow. I am sure our gift will be a 
lever-i"e toward othPr much-needed money for this ex­
cellent college . 

3 . The conference of the several boards in terestea in 
Dillard University has been c lled for ~ew York City 

J ti/, 
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on May 21. Mr . Stern, Ch'-1.irmrn of the Dillard Board, who 
called the conference, is assured of the attendance of 
representatives of all of the four boards directly con­
cerned . An interesting column on Dillard apnears on 
pa~e 68 of this week ' s Time, the April 29tb issue . Ti.me 
and Life have both been very generous in their treatment 
of Nepro institutions and race relations . They have two 
or three more articles in process growing out of our 
fellowship awards and the careers of certain of the dis­
tinguished Negroes on our lists. 

4 . A note fro~ President Keppel reports that the Carnepie 
Corporation has not been able to make its proposed gift 
to Fisk Universitv this spring because of prior commit­
ments which consumeu the funds available for this year. 
The Carnegie Corporntion is permitted by c~arter to spend 
only income . dr. Keppel ' s letter indicated interest and 
leads me to believe an approprir tion in October is to be 
expected . I am telling him of our action so th~t he may 
know that a Carnegie gift in the early a.utumn will ~t 

ERF:JW 

once translate into cash our new pledge and thus be the 
determining factor bet.·1een failure and success in this 
important campaign. 

Very truly yours, 

-,,,:::::,:-a~ 



May' 27, 1940 

Dear Lessing:. Here i;:s a provisional progrru11 

of the Universi~ of Pennsylvania 

Bicentennial Conference which we just received. You 

might be interested in attending one or two of the 

sessions of this Conference in ca."lnoction with your 

attendance, a.a our delegate, at some of t he other 

ceremonies in celebration of the two hundred-th rumi­

ve.rsary of the Universitq' of Pennsylvania. 

tfr. Lessing l. Rosenwald 
Al verthorpe Galleiy 
.Tenkintown, Pennsylvania. 

Vezy truly yours, 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Morgoret S. Simon 
Secretory 

D. A. Elvidge 
Comptroller 

/o 

Julius Rosenwald Fund - ----
4901 Ellis A venue 

CHICAGO I I 

~.~ t =c=--
~ v>•'1AUJ 

J~on 
Director for Ruro/ Edueotion 

J. 0. Bousfield, M.D. 
Director for Negro Heolth 

George M. Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 

~ , M 

June 5, 1940 

Dear Lessing: The Executive Committee met yesterday after-
noon and voted to make the appropriations to 

Jackson College . I reported your opposition. You were, however, 
the only trustee who voted against the proposals out of twelve 
who have expressed themselves. No reply came from Marion Stern . 
General Wood and Frank Sulzberger were especially emphatic in 
favor of proceeding. In fact, Frank felt that possibly we 
should do even more than bad been proposed . At any ratl- , taking 
all of the factors into account, and recognizing that it was 
going to be a tough and uphill job against public indifference, 
the Committee unanimously voted to appropriate $50,000 a year 
for two years to the maintenance of the college in Jackson and 
$45,000 for repairs and renovation of the campus and plant . 

The only encouraging things in the 
Mississippi situation are: (1) the absolute devotion of the 
State Department of Education; (2) the positive interest of the 
present governor; (5) an unusual amount of expression from 
individual white teachers and white citizens throughout the 
State demanding a fairer deal in the education of the Negro popu­
lation; (4) the willingness of the powers that be to appoint a 
first-rate president. The chief things on the gloonzy- side are 
unquestioned indifference on the part of the great majority of 
the citizens and the authorities of the State to do aeything 
that concerns Negro betterment, and in some cases actual opposi­
tion to this specific project. The obstacles are not yet entire­
ly cleared away . The officers will not make any commitment 
until we have definite assurances on a number of individual 
points, including the actual appointment of the new president . 
Both Fred Wale and I will probab:cy- have to spend a fair amount of 
time in Jackson in the near future. If we can get the present 
obstacles out of the way, I think we are wise to go ahead. 

ERE:JW 

Mr. Lessing J . Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
Jenkintovm, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours, 
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Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Margeret S. Simon 
Seeretery 

D. A. Elvidge 
Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

./. 

Fund J.C. Dixon 
Direetor for Rural Education 

M. 0. Bousfield, M.D. 
Director for Nec;iro Health 

Georc;ie M. Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 

• • July 3, 1940 

Dear Lessing: Dr. Will Alexander_ took offi9~ with us on 
July 1 . We have , however, responded to the 

urgent request of the National Defense Council that we allow 
him to help them for a little while in the reorganization of 
the educational and special training programs . 

The call from the Defense Council came about 
this way . They first called Doctor Alexander in to advise 
with them about special provisions for the training of Negroes 
in the new programs. They became so much interested in his 
ideas in general as well as about Negroes that they asked him 
to serve a~ special consultant on the whole organization. 
Mr. Sidney Hillman telephoned me yesterday, making a formal 
request for his services as consultant for the next two or 
three months . I called the Executive Committee together and, 
after discussing the matter at length with Doctor Alexander, 
we agreed (a) that we could not decline such a call from the 
Defense Council, (b) that this represented an opportunity to 
help probably more effectively than in any other way both the 
general national plans and the specific aspects of education 
in which we are directly interested . 

Vle hope that this will not take ~ 
Doctor Alexander away for more than two or three onths . Mean­
while, he is of course giving time and attenti 
although not full time and attention. 

ERE :JW 

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours, 

~.L..-,.~ 
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LESSING J . ROSENWALD 

JENKINTOWN. PA. 

Ju) 5, 1940 

-I 
. ;,r dear tdwin : 

Yo't ,·iH reno, ,oer at the la.st "'!Oetinc of the 
--und it ,ins decided to ar,poi"1t n. committee to for,mln.te a 
ro..,.ro.."!l for the 1·rindi11C u;, of t' e • und ' s r,ff!lirs, particu­

larly as it refers to t1.e len;;th of ti 1e t:rn.t the ,.'und 
should pl~ on continuins its oporr.tions . 

I ,;•as to appoint such a co7!".i ttcc , and I 
therefore surTest tl e folloy;inr; : 

LJR:1". 

G-cneral ood 
• 'Rrion .Sterr' 
Fr::1.nlr Sulzber.,.er 
Ld•;;in R. ..'!.bree 

r . ,dr:in lt . J:."'ibree, l'resident , 
Juli•1-s Fi.oscm::1.ld :'unrl , 
~901 Ellis venue , 
C~ica~o, Illi~ois . 

Very trul;,r :,r,urs, 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Morc;iaret S. Simon 
Secretary 

D. A. Elvldoe 
Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald Fund J.C. Dixon 

4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

Director for Rural Education 

M. O. Bousfield, M.D. 

\;lk -~ 
Director for Negro Health 

Georoe M. Reynolds 
Director for FellowshiPI 

I 0 
I --, 

July 9, 1940 

Dear Lessing: 'fbank you for 
the .committee on Fund po cy . 

Since you list General Wood's name first, I as-
sume that he will serve as chairman of the commity 
tee . Will he also take responsibility for getting 
the group together or do you want me to do that? 
I i~agine we may not be able to have a meeting of 
the group until early autumn. Meanwhile tnose of 
us in Chicago can be talking among ourselves in a 
preliminary way and getting the matter in general 
outline . 

ERE: J'1 

~.~r. Lessing J . Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours, 

(_ ___ --If 

J 
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NATHAN W. LEVIN 

570 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

NEW YORK.N.Y. 

TELl!:PHONE PLAZA 3 • 7770 

t.( 

July 26, 

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chi co.go, Illinois 

Dear Miss Elvidge: 

l. 
))t ~ 

f_. __ ~ 
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1940 
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I 
-=-• 

I run enclosing herewith a check for $125. 
to the order of the Julius Rosenwald Foundation, 
signed by Benjamin M. Parker. This check should 
have been made to the order of Lessing J . Rosenwald, 
Agent. 

Will you therefore, please endorse this 
check and deposit it in the Juli us Rosemarald Fund 
account, issue a check to Lessing J . Rosenwald, 
Agent and return it to me. 

1Nith kind regards , I am 

nwl: nnn 
cc : Lessing J . Rosenwald 

Miss Gleysteen • 

·~ 
YI ('tJo) I 

l ,J ! 
I ...,,,.,..,,,.r."' 



Julius Rosenwald' Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 
To Payment Voucher No. ll:h,9 

./J ll.•~ U. TI'. L vi.i, 
570 Loxine,--ton AveitJe 
lfo".V Yo!'l: Cit,7 

Date 

To 1.•aplaco c:1'1ck recoivod ~rou BonjClin w. Park 1· paye.blo to 

tho JUliua :\Ooonnuld Four4 ... tion !.n 11rror - - - - - ... - - - - Cl 5 .00 

(&oo Credi t Voucher #2949) 

Accounts 

Worl..ing Capi tal Control 
l iecella.nooua Accounts Recoivable -

:::.eur-ii ng J . no~anwalo. 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

llcK 

Appropriation No. Debit 

. l,,:: .on 

Credit 

Comptroller 



FORM 123 Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue -.i 

CHICAGO l/1, .I 

From Credit Voucher No. 2949 

Date J u.ly 2S, 1940 

Check intended for Lessing J. Rosenwald, Agent, mnde 

payable to the Juli us Rosenwald Foundation Sn error - - - - $125. 00 

( See pay,aent voucher #1559) 

Accounts 
Wor kin1? Cap1tnl Control 

A ppropriation No. Debit 

111sce:Uaneoue Accounts Recei vabl e - LE:1osi ng J. Rosenwald 

Prepared By Checked By P oated By 

llal 

Credit 

$125.00 

Comptroller 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

W ill W. Alexa nder 
Vice~President 

William C. Haygood 
Secre tary 

Dorot hy A. Elvidge 
Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
490 I Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

M. 0 . Bou,field, M. D. 
Director for Negro Health 

G eorge M . Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 

Fred G . Wale 

~j~\ 
Associate for Rurat Educ43tion 

\ October 1, 

_J - 7- \ 
1940 

Dear Lessing: We ~El. never kept formal minutes of 
- - the Nominat ing Committee but, since we 

discussed so wide a range at the meeting at your house, 
I thought it might be well to make a record, which I 
have done as a memo in nzy- official diary or interview 
book. Here is the record as Franklin McLean and I remem­
ber it. 

Doctor Alexander and I fomd Mr. Comer 
in Washingt on. After protesting his already too crowded 
schedule, he broke down and accepted the invitat ion to 
become a Rosenwald Trustee. As a matter of fact, he ex­
pressed great interest in our work and much pleasure in 
becoming associated officialzy with us. We were not 
able to see Mrs. Roosevelt but have an appointment with 
her in the works. Leonard Rieser, of course, agrees to 
serve. Whatever agreement you make , either for Mrs. Levy 
or for one of the third generation of Rosenwalds, will 
thus complete our membership for this year. 

It was a delight to meet at your home 
and to have a visit with you and your charming wife, as 
well as to transact business in the mellow atmosphere of 
your stuey. 

ERE:JW 

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
J enkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truzy yours , 

c.__.. -



ERE - 1940 

September 25. Jenkintown, Pennsylvania. 

Meeting of Nominating Committee: ~, WWA, FCMcL and~. Agree to 
renominate the two trustees whose terms expire but who are eligible 
for re-election, name],y, F.dgar B. Stern and Howard w. Odum. 

Agree to nominate Leonard M. Rieser to succeed Frank L. Sulzberger. 

As successor to Marion Stern, it had been proposed that Adele Levy be 
named. LJR suggests that this might be a good time to get a member 
of the third generation onto the Board. Agreed that he will talk the 
matter over with Mrs. Levy and that whatever is agreed upon by them 
will be recommended by the Committee - that is, either the nomination 
of Mrs. Levy or the nomination of one of her sons or one of LJR1 s 
children. 

To succeed Charles S. Johnson it was agreed that it was mos t desirable 
to keep Negro representation on the Board so that we would continue to 
be in the position of 'WOrking with Negroes, not for Negroes. After a 
good deal of discussion, it was agreed that we would rather have 
Charles Johnson than any other Negro that could be thought of. It was 
agreed, therefore, to name no other Negro at this time but to recom­
mend to next year's nominating committee that it renominate 
Doctor Johnson after his one year of retirement. 

For the rAmaining two posts a great many names were suggested, and 
three points were made: (a) that we should keep our eyes open for 
yol.lllger members l est the Board by default grow older and older; (b) 
that additional Southern representation was desirable; (c) that in 
view of the fact that so much of our 'WOrk is in the field of educa­
tion, it was desirable to add to the group a person versed in educa­
tion and educational statesmanship. Specifical],y, the following 
persons were agreed upon as nominees for the coming year: 

(1) James McDonald Comer, President, Avondale Mills, Binningham. 

(2) Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, with the understanding that if she 
did not accept Mrs. Doris Duke Cromwell would be invited. 

The nomination of the following committees were agreed upon: 

Executive Committee 

General Wood 
Doctor McLean 
Mr. Frank 
Mr. Rieser 
ERE 

Committee on Audit 

Mr. A. Richard Frank 

Finance Committee 

Mr. L. J. Rosenwald 
General Wood 
Edgar Stern 

Nominating Committee 

Doctor McLean 
Mr. L. J. Rosenwald 
Mr. Jlf..a.rk Ethridge 

t~I 
ILJ ,. 



ERE - 1940 

September 25 ( continued) 

It was agreed to pass over to next year's nominating committee t he 
following names which had received favorable consideration at this 
meeting and which might well be kept in mind for future openings 
on the Board. 

Charles S. Johnson, to be renominated at the first vacancy. 

To continue to be considered on their merits as openings mey- occur 
from time to time: 

Floy:d w. Reeves, Director, American Youth Commission, Washington, D. c. 
Benjamin V. Cohen, general counsel, National Power Policy Com. 
Fred Lazarus of Columbus 
Burton Fowler, Headmaster, Tower Hill School, Wilmington, Delaware 



October lS, 1940 

Dear Ls:Jsing, ! r.onder if you h,ivo to.ll~ecl r.i th 

i.dele Levy o..'1d .aave uny definite 

reco::.i:oudc.tion to ~aka e.s to the place on tr.a Board 

made vo.c~t b;7 the retir~ent of ;.:tt.rioA As.coli. Tr.e 

nore I tllL"lk it over, the =.ore ! favor st~ding '!:u 

our origirui.l. sugge~tion of Adele Le;.vy for this post.. 

She would be a thoushtrul. Md bolpful trustee. 

ERE;Jli 

!fr. Los~ing J. Roserrr.ald 
Alvcrthorpe Gnlle17 
J'enkintol'l.ll, Per.ns-Jlvania 

Ver.r truly yours , 

EDWIN R E ~-1RRFT 

I 

') 
I 
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CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME OR SUBJECT _ltOSE~ V,AL~ LESSING J FILE NO. 

----- -----' 

SEE LEVY ADELE FILE NO . 

----------------------------

- -- - -- - -- ----- ---------------

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR 
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN 
PROPER DATE ORDER. 

THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED UNO• 
ER NAME O R SUBJECT LISTED UNDER " SEE" 

YAWMANANDl)mE MFG,@. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

SIGNED 

FORM NO. O9 9 CR 



November 14, 1940 

Deo.r fir. Rosenwald: I ht.ve tho honor to inform 
you that at the meeting of 

the trustees of the Julius Rosenwald Funtl held on 
November ll, 1940, you were elected to serve for 
tho yeo:r 1940-41 as chairman of the Board of Trustees 
and as treasurer of the Fund; also as chairrum of 
tho Finance Committee, the other l.lembers of which 
are Edear B. Stern and Robert E. Wood, and as a 
member or the Hominntinc Co1,..r.ittee, the other mem-­
bers or which are Frruiklin c. lfcLean, chuirmnn, and 
lkrk Ethri dge. 

Ur. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
J enkintown, Peimoyl vania 

Sincerely yours, 

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME oR SUBJECT~BU,.o!:,WsE~,N:...:.!-w~A1~D:___.1i.w;Esl,!.l,· s~·r..u..N G,..__ ________ F1__:Le_N_;_o. ___ _ 

REMARKS 

2500 shares of Fund stock and transfer 
of 600 shares to Atlanta University . 

SEE _________ _.._a~a~s=E=N=~~A~L~D __ J~1~1~r,1~r~1s..,__..ITT.:...u..i.TN~D.,_--1(~s~T~a~c=K~)---F1~L_e _N°~------

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR 
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN 
PROPE R DATE O RDER. 
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED UNO• 
ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER " SEE" 

YAWMANAND fl.mE MFG.@. 
ROCHESTER, N . Y. 

SIGNED 

FORM NO. 099CR 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME OR SUBJECT_..R ...... O=SE=N....,WAL==-D--=LE=S-=-SI=Na.=G ________ F_IL_E N_O. ___ _ 

DATE: l 2-3Q40 REMARKS ERE to kr . Rosen\\al d invi tin-' 
him to att9nd t~e Co~nc!l ~tg 
in •ex::..co . 

SEE _ ___ _ _ ___ R_U_RP._.1_s_c_H_o_o_1_ p_qo_G_R_A_M __ c_ou_N_C_I_L_M_E_·E_T_IN_G_--'-F~'L~E_N~o. ____ _ 

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR 
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET. AND IN 
PROPER DATE ORDER. 
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED UNO• 
ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER "'SEE" " 

YAWMANANDf)mE Mro.@. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

SIGNED 

FORM NO. O99CII 



J a.nu.·u1 n , 1941 

Dear Lessing: In re~ to t ,1e first point tnat we 
discus:sed ye~terday, we a.re not lltaAing 

any arrange:t?enta for apeclal trans:JOrtation from ea.stern 
cities to Tuskegee. Tlle only people involved are you, 
ilrs. Levy, nnd Mrs. Roosevelt 6!ld, in tue latter case~ 
f&rs. Rooseve.l t, who told me when I saw her Tuesday eve­
ning that sne is sUl.l counting on the two days at 
Tuskegee, said that she preferred to make her o-m ar­
raogem_ents for arrival since she was quite as likely to 
come 1'rom St. Louis or California as from Washington. 
h hope to have two full cl~s for t :1e Tuskegee v1s1 ts 
and meetings. I hope therefore t.1.at you and members or 
your f'a:nlly,. froa whatever directions you come, may ar­
rive either Thursdey evening, Ua.rch 27, or bright and 
early the next morning. 

As to the second point, you sent t he 
book to ffill Al.ex.ender and your conversation was so 
direetzy aimed a.t hill that I had regarded t hia as & mat­
ter between you and hi.a and had not put it on ay con­
science. Alexander i s at a series of' meetings 1n New 
Orleans this week, and I cannot reach him until soaie time 
next week. 11.eanwhil.e I am., of course, ready llt{Self to 
b.elp in the distribut.ion of t he book if you care to have 
me do so, and I aa only sorry that by misunderstanding 
the matter has lagged so long. Would you be good enough 
to send a copy of the book to 118 and let me know how maey­
copies you are willlDg to distribute to institutions and 
individual.a. If you do this, I can guarantee. that we will 
get very active'.cy on the Job and have suggestions in your 
hands proaptly. 

Mr. Lessin,g J. Bosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
Jenkin.tom, Pennsylvania 



LESSING J , ROSENWALD 

JENKINTOWN, PA. 

l.arch 18, 1941. 

Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chica.go, Illinois. 

Gentlemen: 

-
--

1!J J,+(t 

(//\ 
JJJ 'J/Jl~ 

~ 

--

?fr . Rosenwald is on vacation o.t 

this tine, and in 11is absence, I wish to a.cknm·rledge 

the two reports , "RoentgenoloGic Group Exa"llinat.ions 

for Pulr.to:no.ry Tuberculosis in 1Iei'.;roes in Chico.Go" , o.nd 

''Case-Finding in Tuberculosis". 

Those reports will be referred 

to 1:.r. Rosenwald, upon his return to the city. 

Very truly yours, 

?!!~ 
Secretary. 

0 

1) 



Mar ch 20, 1941 

Dear llr. Roaenwalds Enclosed i s a docket for 
t he coming meeti.-rig of the 

truateea. You wil l not ice under the heading ot 
f ellowships we refer to a ~pe~ial docuoe~t covJr­
ing t he fellowship awards during the paat four 
year s . This l ist is exactly t he same as aµpeared 
in the f all docket. Rather than send your copy 
tll th.? wa:, t o !:.1exico Cit y , I c.m for wardl .. 115 1·::. 
along ·d t h an extra co-n of t he docket t o Mr. Edgar 
Stern i~ Ne~ O~lc~na. 

Mr. Lecsi ng Rosenwald 
Aguirrea 
Avenue Cinco de Mayo 27 
Mexico, D. l. 

Vecy truly yours, 

OoR0ll-fY A Fi v,, 



&larch 21, 1941 

Dear Mr. Rosemral.dt After our talk on the morning 
of the autumn trustees• meet­

ing, I took your book o.f woodcuts with 111e to 
Washington. It was so handsome a volume that I put it 
a~ to look at and enjoy before co:p~ing 'Id th your 
request to suggest persons or libraries that would 
benefit from copies of it. Of course the dey of get­
ting around to look at it did not. come - in tbe midst 
of pressures o~ the emergency prograaS-. Embree got 
after me a month ~o. Here are the lists mde up in 
consultlltion with t.b.e oi'ficers of the Fund_. 

The lists incluie art 
mu,selaS and libraries and such public iDstitutions ae 
have definitely organized art department.a. In addition 
there are some thirtq Negro institutions. While these 
do not ba.ve art departitents, I think it would be a very 
nice thing if this beauti1"Ul volume could go to these 
liegro institutions as well as to the art libraries. If 
you w:1.sh to distribute a greater number of copie-s than 
provided for on these lists - which number 153 - we 
should be very glad to give you additional suggestions. 

ffAsJ'W 

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Al verthorpe Gallery 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Sincereq yours, 

1 



N'IDRO OOLLmES Alm Ul'ITVERSITIES 

State Teachers College 
Kontgomery, Alabama 
Pres.: Ii. Cotmcill Trenhola 

Talladega College 
Talladega, Alabar.ta 
Pres .. , Buell G. Gallagher 

Tuskegee Institute 
Tuskega. Institute, Alabama 
Pres.1 F. D. Patterson 

Howard Universiv 
Washington, D. C. 
Prea.: r.lordecai J'obnson 

lliner Teachers College 
Washington, D. C. 
Pres.1 Euge~ A. Cla:rk 

Florida J. and II College 
TaJ labasaee, Florida 
Pres.i J. R. E. Lee 

Atlante University 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Pre.a .. i Rufus E. Clement 

Fort Valley State College 
Fort. Valley,, Georgia 
Pres., Horace Mann Bond 

Louisville 21unic1pal Colleg• 
Louisville,, Kentucky 
Dean: DaVi.d A. Lane, Jr. 

Dillard UniTeTsi ty 
Ne,r Orleans, Louisi8lla 
Acting Dean in Charge, Rudolph lloses 

Southern University 
ScotJ.andT1lle, Louisiana 
Prea.1 Felton G. Clark 

Xavier UniversiV 
?Iew Orleans, Louis~ 
Pres. i Jlother aa. Agatha. 

Morgan College 
Bal ti:iore, Maryland 
Pres. ·a Dwighi. o. W. Hol.aea 

Jackson College 
laclcson, Mi5siss1ppi 
Pres.a l. L. Reddix 

T0tagaloo College 
'l'augaloo, Misoissippi 
Pres. a Judson L. Croas 

Linco1n University 
Jefferson City, lfissouri 
Pres.a Sherman D. Scruggs 

Bennett College 
Greensboro, North Carolina 
Pres.: David D. ;ones 

Johnson C. Smith Universi\y 
Charlotte, Horth Carolina 
Pres_., Henry L. lfeCrorey 

Li. Ting atone College 
Saliobury, North Ca1·olina 
Pres., w. J. Trent 

North Carolina College r or Negroes 
Durbu, Horth Carolina 
Pres.1 James E. Shepard 

Sha• University 
Raleigh, Borth C&rolina 
Pres., Robert P. Daniel 

Winston-Salem Teachers College 
11nst.on-6al.•, Horth Carolina. 
Pres .c F. L. Atkins 

Wilberforce Universiv 
Wilberforce, Ohio 
Pres. s D. Ormonde Walker 

Lincoln Un.iversi\v 
Lincoln University• Pennsylvania. 
Pres. c W. L. Wright 



Negro Colleges 6.Ild Universities - 2 

Fi~ University 
Nashville, Tenneesee 
Pres.: Thom.au E. J'ones 

Knoxville College 
Inax:.ville, Tennessee 
Acting Pre8.I A. J. Cotton 

Le!.!oyne College 
Memphis• Tennessee 
Pres., Frank Sween-.r 

Bishop College 
Marshall, Texas 
Pres.: Joseph J. Rhoads 

Prairie View State College 
Prairie View, Texas 
Pres.s w. a. Banks 

TUlotaon Co.lle-ge 
Austin• Texas 
Pres. a tlary E. Branch 

Wiley College 
Marshall, Texas 
Pres •. , 14. W. Dogan 

Hampton Institute 
Ham~ton1 Virginia 
Pres. a Me.lcola ltacLean 

Virpnia state College for Negroes. 
Ettrick, Vi~a 
Pres. a John M. Gandy 

Virginia Union Universiv 
Riclzond, Virg~ia 
Pres.t \filli,aa J • Clark 

We&t Virginia State College 
Institute, lfest Virginia 
Pres.i John W. Davis 

Note& · We do not baYe the namea of the librarians of these insti tuti.ona. 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Will W. Alexander 

William C. Haygood 
Secretary 

Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avuue 

CHICAGO 

1 

To the Trustees of the Julius Rosenwald Fund : 

M. 0. Bousfield, M.O. 
Director for Nogro Health 

George M. Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 

Fred G. Wale 
Associate for Rural Education 

April 1 , 1941 
I 

·-
In the light of discussion at our recent meeting of conditions 
in -~ississippi , you may be interested in the enclosed letter 
t11at I have just received from Governor Johnson of that State . 
This letter was sent in reply to a note of congratulation from 
~eon the progressive stand he had taken in Negro education. 
The vote of an additional $5,000 to Jackson College, the of­
ficially expressed attitude of the white teachers' association 
of t~e State, and this letter from the Governor seem to me 
encouraging indications . 

Vlhile Fund affairs are still fresh in our minds, I suggest t.~at 
trustees reserve now on t.~eir calerrlars time for the next autumn 
meeting . We have recently held this session on the second 
.fonday in November. This would place the date this year on 
November 10. A one-day meeting usually serves in the autumn -
devoted not to visits to our projects but simply to discussion 
and executive action. I f this date is absolutely out of the 
questi on for any of you, vdll you please write me at once? 
Otherwise let us regard this, tentatively at least, as the date 
of the next meeting. 

The meetings in Tuskegee were in many ways the most interesting 
that the Fund has ever held. I want to express my personal 
t'1a.nks to all of the trustees for their continued interest and 
help in our various programs . 

Very tr~ yours, 
ERE:JW 



COPY 

Paul B. Johnson 
Governor 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
Executive Department 

Jackson 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, President 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 

March 26, 1941 

I am pleased to acknowledge your letter of March 24, with 
reference to the Mississippi State Training School at Jackson. 

My position E1.t the recent meeting of the Building Commission 
was based upon a sincere desire to do justice to all classes 
in Mississippi. I feel, as I have always felt , that all the 
children in Mississippi, regardless of race or color, should 
be educated. Some groups have been sadly neglected. I hope 
I may be instrumental in correcting the wrong that has been 
done them. In a democracy like ours, we have no right to 
claim for ourselves that which we deny to others. 

I want you to know that, as Governor of Mississippi, I appre­
ciate the interest you are taking in the underprivileged in 
my state, and I assure you that the Governor will cooperate 
with you. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Paul B. Johnson 

Governor 

PBJ;ek 



•pr .a 4, 1~,1 

Dear Ur. Rosenwald: Enclosed cn,e lists ot 

books 1n t he three 

librariss which the Fund dis~ributea t o eleaentury 

Gchools, showing the l ist price, ~he diacouut we 

recc~ve, and ~he net price ~o ue. 

I shall be glad to ansnr 

any questions you may have in connection •i~h these 

lists. 

IJdi JJl 

tr . .Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Al~erthvrpe Ga.ller1 
Jenkintown, Pennsyl~ania 

Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME OR SUBJECT_ ROoEN d~-iLD __ .LJ_E_0....:..ol~1'1;..;;.G ________ ....:..F1:...:....:LE~ N:...:....:o. ___ _ 

DATE 5- 14 - 41 REMARKS Corres between ERE and wr ~csen~ala 
- e . runa s Y''=sr-urr· e s 1!1 .,..988..,.." tc tr 0 

l oan to Tusk9g~e Ai~ Un~t . 

DATE 

F'ILE CROSS REF'ERENCE RECORD UNOER NAME OR 
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF' THIS SHEET, AND IN 
PROPER DATE ORDER. 
THE PAPERS REF'ERRED TO SHOULD BE F'ILED UNO• 
ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER "SEE" 

YAWMANANDf)mEMFG@. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

SIGNED 

FORM NO . 099CR 



Mey- 19, 1941 

Dear Lessing, ill right, mister, all right. 
I said I •ould use the savings 

account money if we needed to. Having both 
Scotch and Frenoh blood in m.y veins, I don' t want 
to lose the intoreat if we can help it. ly idea 
1ras that 61.nce we na.d decided to keep a pretty 
large backlog of cash, the savings accounts would 
probably not need to be touched until we were 
actualq winding up our final pa;yaents. However, 
I recognize that the savings deposits are simpljr 
§ part of our general cash, and 11'8 will use t hea 
whenever we have to. 

ERE:Jlf 

lfr. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very trul;y yours. 

EC' v:-' I"' H.. i:.. • • ...... 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Will W. Alexander 
Vfce~President 

William C. Haygood 
Secretary 

Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Comptroller I 
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Julius Rosenwald Fund 
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CHICAGO 
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M. 0. Bou,field, M.D. 
Director for Negro Health 

George M . Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 

Fred G. Wale 
Associate for Rural Educ<11tion 

J une 15, 1941 

Dear Lessing : I wrote as I did to Nathan Levin 1,-{;r" ~ \ 0... 
because our by-laws provide that (\ 

investments may be made o~ by action of the Finance ~ ;J ~ 
Committee . At the moment , that Committee, by explicit / r•tt· • 
action, has invested all of our funds other than a ~ tJ...J 
small current bank balance in (a) loans to Sears, 
Roebuck and Co. and (b) savings bank deposits. ~ ~ ~ ~ -I take it your suggestion is in ef- L .. . tt ~ "1 
feet a proposal that the Finance Committee re-invest ~ v-»-- - b 
$50, 000 from present savings accounts in Defense Bonds. --, 
I am therefore writing to the other two members of the o.- "J" }M-IIJ>~ 
Finance Committee - General Wood and Edgar Stern -
reporting your recommendation and asking their approval . ~, 
May I assume that you would be willing to postpone the . , 
investment until July 1 so that we may draw the ac- :t'.: 
cumulated interest on the savings accounts? This will ~ ~ 
amount to only about $400 .oo, but every sum seems to m~ ,. . 
worth conserving for the Fund• s programs. • ~ ~ 

Very truly yours, ~\.o &..J,~: 
- ,. _/ . 'r __f:_ c..:,. . • • • • ~ 

ERE:JW 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME OR SUBJECT_R_O_SE_NV_fA_L_D_...:::.LE:;;.;;S;..;:_S.::;;.;IN=G ________ F_IL_;_E N_;_O. ___ _ 

DATE e - 18- 1 REMARKS 

him of the final arrangements 
about t he loan to Tuskegee for 

SEE _ ________ ~T=U=S=K=E=O=EE=-I~N=S=T~I~T~U~T~E....__.i.:..F-LY.....__._IN~G...___.P~B=Q=J~E=C~T ___ FI_LE_ NO~------

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR 
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN 
PROPER DATE ORDER. 
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED UNO• 
ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER " SEE" 

YAWMANANDflmEMFG.@. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

SIGNED 

F'ORM NO. 099CR 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Will W. Alexander 
Vice•President 

Dorothy A. Elvidge 
C omplrol ler 

July 14, 194l 

Dear Lessing : I want to make the r epor t t o the t r ustees on 
the activities of the Fund at this next meet­

ing just the way you want it. Could we have a talk before I 
get too far along with this repor t so that I will be sure to 
have in mind your ideas? 

I t has occurred to me that at this autumn meet­
ing we might make up a formal and detailed r eview both in figures 
and in text, somewhat like the review of activities presented in 
1936. Whil e the for thcoming review will be much shorter than the 
earlier one, it might well follow pretty much that earlier pattern, 
especially in the use of those long sheets of financial tables 
which can be fol ded outside of the text pages to serve as a 
guide or running index to the text. While the last review was 
presented in the autumn of 1936, i t carried r eports up only to 
June .30, 19.35 , because we started making up the r eport in the 
spring of 19.36 and treated the accounts as closed as of the end 
of the preceding year . Thus we now have six years to report 
upon since the last formal review. 

What do you think of this i dea? Are you by 
any chance to be in the Chicago area in the near future? Could 
we have an hour together planning thi s repor t either when you 
are her e or when I am next in the East? 

Congr atulati ons on the excellent returns on 
the recent stock sale . 

ERE:Iil.U 

Mr . Lessing Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gall ery 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours , 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Will W. Alexander 
Vice•President 

William C. Haygood 
Secretary 

Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Av-enue 

- -+-E_R_E_,=u-~G-~0--~ 0--i--~ --
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M. 0. Bou,field, M.D. 
Director for Negro Health 

George M. Reynolds 
Director for Fellowships 

Fred G. Wale 
Associate for Rural Education 

July 29, 1941 

Dear Lessing: Would you be good enough to have a 
look at this draft of the annual 

comptroller ' s report before we issue it to the trustees? 
I do not want to pester you with details, but you are so 
good at presenting figures in a clear and understandable 
fashion that I should like any suggestions you may have 
before we issue this report . 

As you see , it is a very simple state­
ment, and I think you may agree that it is good just as 
it stands. With a good deal of care we worked out this 
form with William Rosenwald some five years ago and have 
adhered to this type of statement year by year since that 
time. If you think of any ways by which the statements 
could be made more simply and clearly, we should be very 
glad to have your suggestions. 

This, of course you will understand, 
is simply the formal comptroller's report for the past 
year . It has nothing to do with that suggested detailed 
report for the past six years of the Fund's programs 
about which I wrote you some days ago and about which I 
hope to get your detailed suggestions. 

Very truly yours, 

ERE:JW 



August 25, 19/J. 

Des.r ~. Rosenntld : I llonder if you have had 
iltl opportunity to ;o cnr 

t.'1e Co~ptroller 1s Report and the state:nonts f or the 
o1x-~•ee.c review ,i-1ich rr. • brec l~f·~ with 7ou last 
mont.h. i'ie hE.ve pretty well finished a firBt draft 
of fue six-ye-0r rovie 111 hut oo~or"" c:;:iy of !. t. + ., 
beycn:l that initial sl.,at;P-, I should lu:e to heve 
yoi.:.r sng_.e~t.:.cns t,o incorpo~ate in i,'Jo repo~·t. 

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Alvertliorpe GalleFy' 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

\ 



September 4, 1941 

Dear Lessing, tty advice on ~he enclosed letter 1s to do 
nothiil,s . Sach or ga.:ii.:.ations &b Profe,1sor 

Boa.s's Committ.e~ tor De:i.ocraey nnd In~octual. Freedom are 
likely to be po~itiveiy hb.rmful in th Geor~ia situ~tion. 
I have advised ever) one o~ these b-roups that I have heard 
or that. I t~ there is nothing useful they can do in 
G.::orgin. The opposition to Governor TalQ:l~e aust come from 
Southerner.J and southern ;p;-oups. Forcu:o.ate~ this oppo~i ­
t 1on developad promptly, and Doctor Alexan~er elJ.d lure do­
~ all we can to help it to\'la.I'd effectivu org ization. 
The JaOSt hopeful sui.;le action 1~ the decision of the Southern 
A.tsoci&t.ion of Col.ba;es !Ulll Secoud....r~ Schools to make an 
appraiee.l of t.lle Jni,ersit;,y o~ veor1>ia• If' that southern aeso­
ciati0.11., '1.hich carries prootige an~ power, 'will black list the 
Univers ity beeiuse of political. 1.nverference, it will be & 

blow to Talood{;e and~ warn~ to the whol e poli~i c!l.l crew. 
It was th3 action of the Southern A~sociation ~ore than UlY 
other singl e factor tha~ s topped B1.J. ,o•~ modd.l.ing with the 
Univ•r~ity i.~ Miooi anippi. That sort of soQthern oppoziti on 
i a effeot1Tet the 1rork of northern intellect lo, however 
eU 1numtioned, i s almo.s t certaiu to be harmful. 

ER.Ea}Un 

llr . La~siD..1 J. Ropenwo.l.d 
.U~orpe Galler4~ ' 
Jenkintown 
PemwJlvania 

Ver~ truly yours , 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Will W. Alexander 
Vice-President 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
490 I Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

M. 0 . Bouslield, M.D. 
Director for Negro Health 

Fred G. Wale 
Director for Rural Educafion 

Dorothy A. Elvidge William C. Haygood 
Comptroller Director for Fellowships 

October 20 , 1941 

Dear Lessing: I am sure you will be delighted to ~ 
learn that Mr. Marshall Field III 

has accepted our invitation to become a Member of the 
Fund. 

I should like to talk over with you r fL. 
a number of items in advance of tle November meeting ~ 
of the Board. If I were in Washington on Tuesday or I\ _ ~ • •• 
Wednesday, October 28 or 29, could you give me an hour ~---, 
either at luncheon or in the evening or at any other ,;va/4J 
time convenient to you? D nOI._ 

J lu: ,. &ft.. ...,._, 
We have been plugging ahead on the 

review of the past six years of Fund activities and 
expenditures. I am sure we could have made a better 
report if we had had your criticism and help. However, 
we have done as good a job as we could. We have 
modeled the report closely on the big Review of 1936, 
and I have kept very ~ctively in mind your admonition 
to realistic appraisal of results and self-criticism. 

Very truly yours, 
ERE:JW 

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
A:10 Ci bh61 p@ diiifefr ,,. 2 4A ,._( ---

Jenkin town, Pennsylvania 

I~ 
vJ~~., 
I ~ p.1u.., 
~to-



November 26, 1941 

Dear Ur. Rosentreld: I have tho honor to 
inform you that at the 

meeting of the Board of Truetoes of the J'ulius 
l!o&enwald }und held on November 101 1941, you 
were el ected to serve for the ye·,r 1941-42 as 
Cheinlan of the Board aid as ':'-reasurer of the 
Fund. You uero cl.so elected to serve for th.u·t. 
period ao chni.r1"'..e.n 0£ tho Finance Co"io;i' ttee, tho 
othor 1::mobe!"s of v1hich a..-e A. rd.chard rrm± and 
Edgar B. Stern, and uo c. mei:bcr of tl:.c ~ocu.tivo 
Coi:nittoc, tho other r.ombcrs of which are Edwin 
R. Lnbroc • chai.rm.c.n, A. IU.ch.&rd Fr£r.Jt, Franklin 
c. McLean. and Leonard u. Ri_eser . 

!Ar. Lef:.!Sin& J .. Rosenwald 
Alv-0rthorpe Gallery 
J enld.n tom, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours , 

DOROTHY A. ELVIOGE 



December 16, 1941 

Dear Lessing: The matt of the appointment of t he Negro, 
Allison Davia, aa Assistant Professor of 

Education at the University of Chicago has been progressing. 
will remember we discussed t his matter at the last trustees' 
ing. This is t he present state of the proposal. 

You 
meet-

The Department of Education and the entire 
Division of the Social Sciences (of which F,ducation 1s a part) 
have heartily approved the appointment and have recomm_ended it to 
the University administration. The President waraly concurs and 
agrees to present it to t he Board of Trustees with the two condi­
tions that are now made a part of all recommendations for new ap­
pointments; (a) that the aivision and 8epartment concerned recoa­
mend it (which in this case is already done) and (b) that the 
appointment involve no extra expense to the University. 

I have just talked with President Hutchins and 
have reported to him. the point you raised at the trustees• meeting. 
President Hutchins states that the rule as to incurring no addi­
tional expense is now a fixed rule of the Trustees on all appoint­
ments, that if t his man were white, yellow, or green it would make 
no difference unless f unds were forthcoming for t he support ot his 
work. 

This certainly agrees with my knowledge of recent 
appointments at the University . The two new members of t he 
Department of Education are specially financed by t he General 
Education Board, and other new appointments have been financed from 
one source or another. The regular budget represents a heavy 
annual deficit, as you know. In fact, on the death or retirement 
of professors, their places are often going unfilled simply to save 
money and thus reduce the deficit. I am sure this appointment will 
not be made unless special funds are forthcoming. This is so fine 
an opportunity to place an unusually qualified Negro scholar in a 
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cordially sympathetic group of colleagues at one of the moat 
important American universities that I thi nk we should provi de 
the funds necessary to accomplish it. 

The UniTersity has certain funds available for a 
part of t he work that Allison De.vis would do, namely, $1,500.00 
for summer school teaching. This sum they would pay. In addition 
is needed some t.3,000 to bring Davis' total salary to $4, 500 and 
tl, 500 to $2,000 for special research in child development which he 
wants to carry out in connection with neighboring Negro schools. 
This work or his in Negro schools would be one oi t he l aboratories 
that we would use for the advanced t raining of the teachers we are 
developing for our southern teachers colleges. 

I think it would be unwise for the University to make 
thls appointment or for Davis to accept it unless the budget were 
guaranteed for at least a three-year period. At the end of that 
time we would probably be asked for another three-year pledge , but 
I think there is no reason to look more than three years ahead at 
th16 time of crisis. 

I recommend that the Executive Committee appropriate 
$15,000 to Dl8.ke possible this appointment for a three-year period. 
Before carrying the matter to the Executive Con.mittee I should 
like to have your views. 

E.JU:,JW 

l!r. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Shorehe.rn F.otel 
Washington, D. C. 

Very truly yours, 
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Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Will W. Alexander 
Vice•President 

Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Secretary and Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
490 I Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

M. 0. Bousfield, M.D. 
Oirect .. , r for Negro Health 

Fred G . Wale 
Director for Rural Educ.ation 

William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 

Dear Lessing: You and I have usually had a talk shortly before 
the meetings of the Board. Maybe we do not need 

such a talk this year since we have discussed, at least in prin­
ciple, most of the matters that are coming up . But if you would 
like a talk, I could easily combine this with other errands in 
Washington on Wednesday or Thursday of next week, April 1 or 2. 
The important items in the docket are the following: 

(1) Rural Schools. The Mississippi Legislature, 
after a hard fight, has stepped up its appropriation to 
Jackson College from ~10,000 a year to $30,000 a year . This 
seems a great gain in our difficult struggle to interest that 
state in the education of its rural teachers. The work at 
Tuskegee and at the two Georgia colleges has gone along well, 
but we will have to face pr etty squarely the question of what 
we are to do in Georgia in case Gene Talma® is re-elected. 

(2) FellowshiM..!._ The Committee will not have 
made its final selections until the week end of the trustees ' 
meetinr . It is already evident, however, that the war is 
taking many of the most promising young men . We are not re­
laxing our standards of selection and therefore will probably 
not expend the full appropriation . For that reason I am 
asking only $75, 000 for fellowships for next year. 

(3) Universities. I am stepping down the ap­
propriation to Dillard from 135,000 to $30,000 so that we 
will not find ourselves making a uniform contribution year 
after year, which the college might come to depend upon 
as almost a commitment. 

The Allison Davis appointment at the 
University of Chicago . The Executive Committee has r ecom­
mended the appropriation. The Committee jould h~ve mada 
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the grant direct had it not been that one of the trustees 
asked to have the matter brought to the full Board. This 
seems to me one of the most important effor ts in which we 
have ever been asked to help . 

(4) Negro Health . Openings beyond our ex­
pectations and beyond anything offered before are coming 
to Negro medical personnel in the Army. Doctor Bousfield 
has dir ected much of his attention during past months to 
recruiting staff and will continue to give most of his at­
tention to medical effor ts in connection with the war. 

(5) Race Relations. The committee of the 
trustees , composed of Mark Ethridge, Leonard Rieser, and 
Howard Odum, are recommending that we make no permanent 
commitments at this time either to the Interracial 
Commission or to any other agency. They recommend that 
instead we set up a small division of race relations within 
the Fund, under the direction of Doctor Alexander, and that 
through that division we (a) do what we can in this field 
during the war , (b) continue to watch the situation, (c) be 
prepared to support whatever agency or effort is indicated 
at the beginning of a new era . 

If you think it desirable for us to discuss 
any or all of these items, I will meet any appointment you set 
for next Wednesday or Thursday . 

ERE : 3"" 

Mr. Lessing J . Rosenwald 
3028 "Q" Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Very truly yours, 



April 2, 1942 

Dear Lessingi Another matter has come up •hich we should 
think over before the Board meeting. You will 

remember that we had hoped the General Education Board might of­
fer to Dillard University, as it has to Fisk and Atlanta, a 
million and a half dollara, on condition that a simil~r aua be 
obtained from other sources. If such an offer were made, I was 
authorized to commit the Julius Rosenwald Fund up to half a 
million dollars toward the total three million desired. 

The General Ed~cation Board declined to make 
the grant suggested. Instead it has made an offer ot half a 
million dollars - one third of the amount expected - and has 
conditioned this on the raising of an additional two and a half 
million dollars (that 1s, $5.00 from other sources for eTery 
tl.00 from them), terms quite out of keeping with t heir offers 
to other Negro college endowments. I n spite of this disappoint­
ment, Mr. Stern is eager to secure the full endowment and wants 
us to pledge the m.aximUJB of a half ■1111on now. 

There are several considerations for and 
against such a large grant from us at this time. 

1. The General Education Board states, as a 
basis for their action, that it seems to t bem wiser to pro­
ceed a step at a tim• toward the permanent financing of so 
new an institution. If this i8 wise for a Board that haa 
such large resources compared to ours, perhaps the wisest 
procedure for us would be to scale down our gilt. in propor­
tion, that is, to $166,666. 

2. A large capital grant at this ti:~ would 
represent a much larger proportion of our actual resources 
than was contemplated when the proposal was ~ade t•o years 
ago, when the market was around 86 and our total assets 



were five million dollars. A grant of half e. million dollars 
at the present lll8.I'ket would take nearly one third or the re­
maining stock in our capital fund and would sharply curtail 
our other work. 

On the other hand: 

1. A large gif't fro= us m.ight influence action by 
the church boards toward pledging in perpetuity their current 
subscriptions. 

2. Kr. Stern hopes that certain building pledges 
{including $57,000 from us) might be translated into endo•­
ment and that these, the possible capitali~ation or the 
church boards• subscriptions, and our grant mi ght enable 
Dillard to meet the terms of the General Education Board offer. 

J. Whether the original goal is reached or not, it 
is very desirable from Dillard's standpoint to get as much 
endowment as possible as pr omptly as possible. 

I would be much interested in your r eactions, 
and I hope we may get some time to d1scuea the ~attar before t he 
meeti ng . Possibly we can have a tal.k during the course of the 
visits about Hampton on Friday morning. 

Ur. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
J028 •~• Street, N. •• 
1'ashington, D. c. 

cc llr. Edgar B. Stern 

Very truly yours• 
.:.u·v✓1N R. EMBREE 



...... 

June l, 1942 

Dear ar. Rosenntld : By separate cover I am sending 
you three sets of reprints of 

paintings which have appeared recent l y irL the c-.o.ga­
zines Fortune and Life, and which ~ere executed by 
three ~osenwald Fu::.7"'fellows. Two or the Fellows, 
Jacoi.> r.a,.rence ana Gl.....s.les Alston, are r.egro artists 
whose .. or~- is curre.,t lJ uttract.ing considerable at­
tention. They er~ co...uriss ioned by ~ortune to 
illustrate articles having to do with ie6ro migration 
and Llle Negro I s ple.ce in the 11a.r effort. The tt.ir<l 
Fcllo ... , To:a Lea, 13 a Ylhite Texun who Vtae co .. ::u.s ... i o •• ed 
by Li:e to p...int ~ctuu sccneL a~o~rd u de~troyer in 
the i!ot"th Atl&.ntic . 

r.e feel pa.rticul~rly proud. of 
the fi.ct that these three men have been aided in their 
developcietll b;y fe:llo,whi.t1S fron the Fund, and t,e hope 
that ~ou .:ill enjoy lookin~ over this unuou.al collec­
tion. 

Mr~ LvSI!.,~ -~. f_·o:se;:;n:li:s~e.~l.,;;d~~~~ 
XI'verinorpe Ga'ti'.err 
Jenkinto,,.1, Pennsylvtlllia 

Sincerely yours, 



WAR PRODUCTION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

June 3, 1942 IN REP!. Y REFER TO: 

~ l> Mr. Edwin Embree 
President 
The Julius Rosenwald Foundation 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

._I ---
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear F.dwin: 

This will acknowledge reoeipt ot your wire ot May 31 
regarding the salftge of rubber •ta trom running board• ot 
automobile• which Helen Sulzberger ha.a 1uggeated. I have not 
seen her C\m.an1oation to Mr. Nelson. 

In our regular Salva.ge campaign• I am sure that we 
are receiving aey- ot theae mata for rubber 1alftge. We have 
not emphasized' this particular feature and do not intend to 
do so at the moment tor the following reason,, 

1. The moat important source ot usable rubber scrap 
is that of tires and tubes. They provide splendid material tor 
reclaiming-rubber and are our largest potential 1ourQe tor an 
adequate reclaimed rubber supply. ' 

2. The naterial from which rubber mats are made is 
low-quality, reclaim9d rubber and has comparatively little value 
as compared with the material derived trom tires and tubes. 

3. Psychologically, we reel that it would be a bad 
polioy to try to haTe automobile users do without the rubber 
mats considering the above two points until we are nearing the 
end of the potential sources which would be ot more benefit to 
us. mien such a time arrives, I think that we will meet with a 
better response from an understanding public than is possible 
today. 

With nry kindest regards, I am as ever, 

S rel a, 

Lea ld 

Bureau ot-1ndu~tri&l Consern.tion. 
j, 
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--~tG J. ROSENWALD . 

'z_Q ~ 0 JfNKINTOWN, PA. 

Mr . William c. Haygood, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chica.go, Illinois . 

Dea.r Mr . Haygood : 

i 

June 13, 1942 

Thank you very much for the reprints of the 
paintings by Jacob Lawrence, Charles Alston, and Tom Lea. 

Both !'.rs . Rosenwald a.nd I found these repro­
ductions a.nd the accompanying text most interesting, and I am 
more than appreciative of your kindness in sending them on to 
me. 

It is very nice, indeed, to know that these 
men were aided by the Fund, and that their work has won 
important recognition and success. 

Sincerely yours, 

LJR: E\V 



June lQ,1942 

Dear L~ss1ng: I want to be sure that you know the ar-
rangement.a on these books of mine. 

They are neYer subsidised by the lt.nd. Fortunately pub­
lishers think ay stutt is good enough to bring out ae 
st.raigbt couercial venture■• 

As you tnow, t he Fund d1at.r1butea 
11br&r1e• to rural schools, and .,- book• baTe aometuiea 
been selected. by our library adY1aer a tor th••• collectione. 
Occasionally alao - aa with this Handbook - publication• 
thet are directly down the Fund &lle7 are g1Ten ec•• 
direct distribution where we think they will do the most 
good. Whenever my book• are included. in our librarie• or 
our direct distribution, !ar frOll any royalty to u the 
Fund gets special rat•• (otten l••• than half retai l ;,rice) 
because or my authoreh1p. 

lly writing and my gener&l. Fund interests 
are ;art of a ooam.on crusade. But I thought it only fair 
to both you a.nd •• tb .. t you should kno• explicitly tht t 1n 
these boou neither sy pocketbook nor my author ' s ego 
are subsidised by the Fund. 

ERE:JY 

Ur. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
)028 •Q• Street, N. w. 
~aahington, o. c. 

Very truly yours, 

Env 1~ P 
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June 20, 1942 

I I 
?.'y dear Mr. Embree: 

J1r. Rosenwald has asked that 
I express to you his thanks for your two letters 
of June 16th. 

Although the two copies of 
your handbook, 11American Negroes", have not been 
received as yet, Mr. Rosenwald is looking forv;ard 
to their arrival and to the pleasure of reading 
the book. 

Very truly yours , 

f.)6~ 
E. Wellens , Secretar y to 
Mr . Lessing J . Rosenwald 

Mr . Edwin R. Embr ee, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 

s. Ur . Rosenwald's new 
Washington is 1302 
Apartment 702 . 

"home addred 
18th St. , J • 1'i"., 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

W ill W. A lexander 
Vice-Pru ident 

Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Secretary and Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

I 
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-490 I Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

M. 0. Bousfoeld , M .D. 
Direct, ... , for Negro Health 

Fred G. Wale 
Director for Rural Education 

William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 

Dear Lessing: One of the things that seems 
important to winning the war and 

maintaining effective government is the defeat of 
Curly Brooks for senator and Stephen A. Day for 
congressman-at-lar ge. If these men can be 
squelched in the Illinois elections this fall , it 
will mean a lot. To this end a group of us in 
Chicago have organized a committee of independent 
voters, including both Republicans and Democrats . 
We are employing a campaign manager, and members 
of the committee will simply give direction and 
such time as they can. If the group cannot find 
a better man, do you see any objection to~ 
ser ving as its chairman? 

Very truly om-s, 

-Xc-1- •I ►~♦ I 

7 
ERE:JW 

/ 



July 24, 1942 

Dear Lessing: Nathan Levin reported that you favored 
the Fund1 :, purchasing an additional 

$50,000 worth of War Savings Bonds, and we have done so. 
This leaves our current cash position pretty low, namely 
t42,000 in our checking account at the First National. 
Of course we can close out s~vings accounts if we need 
additional cash and, assuming your approval, we will 
proceed to finance current expenditures as needed by 
that means. 

However, the statement as of July l 
of our estimated cash receipts and disbursements for the 
next eighteen-month period shows a deficit of somewhat 
over $33,000. I am enclosing our comptroller's statement. 
In vie- of our policy of keeping ahead of our needs for 
an eiehteen-month p6riod, do you thin.it this is a desir­
able time to sell another block of Sears stock? The 
sale of one thousand shares at the present mar~et would 
amply cover the eighteen-months' estim&te up to the 
November meeting. I feel that as we approach nearer aud 
nearer to the bottom of the barrel we should be increas­
ingly conservative in making sure that our commitments 
are amply covered bv cash. 

ERE:JW 

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours, 

FDWIN R. EMBREC: 

II 
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July 24, 1942 

Dear Lessi ng; ill right, I vtill follow your 

judgment. I think the defeat of 

Brooks and Day for Congress is important, but I 

doubt if my servicos one ray or another would make 

much difference . And thore is a good deal of relief 

i n staying out of tho turmoil end strife t h~t in­

evitably closes around anyone who talcea a position 

of responsibility in a car.1pai gn. 

ERE:JW 

Ur. Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours , 

Eow N re. 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Will W. Alexander 
Vice•President 

Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Secretary and Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
490 I Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

M. 0. Boudield, M.D. 
Direct,, , for Negro Health 

Fred G. Wale 
Director for Rural Education 

• j Wil liam C. Haygood 

r" l ) Lt . ~ ..-('r 3 •clor for Fellowsh ips 

--+--:--·----r--r"" ~ 

i. r&\__:_ ~ 
--.1---- •\-Septem\er 9, 1942. 

- -
Dear Lessing: I have the memorandum which 

Nathan Levin has sent to the 
various 11Rosenwald interests" that may want to 
sell Sears stock at this time. While the sale 
you authorized in July covers our immediate 
needs, there will doubtless be additional appro­
priation~ at the November meeting . I f you 
think best, therefore , I should heartily approve 
including a sale order in behalf of the Fund 
along wit h any gener al sales of Sears stock that 
may be contemplated. 

Very t r uly yours, 

ERE:JW 

,.Jf.r . Lessivg J . Rosenwald 
- Al vertliorptr"'e!i'fitl:f j'~•~~~ 

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

_t!cl- .. :. ~ 

~~~ ~l.Q 
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October 21, 1942 

Dear Lessine: You and I try to have at lt!e.st one talk 
just before e&ch tru::tees • i:teet1ng. Tl.is 

yeer tho business cc~lng up for consideration is, for tne 
mo . t part, so 1Tell e,,t(iblbhe-.1 th,·t I brive not <>dfcd to the 
congestion cf l'et11ington nnd tht. tr.i1.r.r. bf 6.tte1"!pt1ng a 
vi.sit w5.th ycu. 

Th• i-mtur~n c•eeting :ls regub.rly devoted to 
review er.d discuasiou of the p(St y€ar•~ work ~1th vie• to 
getting s14t~e..;tions and criticisll'~ froll t.ho tr1~st"'e:} es to 
general procedure r.r.d general or.phc1:':in. 1''..th on<1 axcAption, 
tho.t will ba the order of bustneun tbi.3 t:◊vemher. 

The ono proGra:?1 wnich 1:, developing t,nd 
whi ch we want to RXp&nd still further iR tha special •or k 1n 
rnce relation~. Dr. AlQxander bna been diracting tis di­
vision. Although his time has been spent largely in Wnsh~ton, 
we have been 41ving a great deal or ~ttention to the problems 
ar.d tensions t hat are arising with the new emphasis upon 
democracy and fresh opportunities f or Negroes, together with 
the new bitterness ~nd Tlolence being shown by reP.ctioDBry 
groups. Dr. Akexander and I hcve h~d conferences during the 
suauner ar.d autumn with Merk Ethridge, Howard Odum, Leonard 
Rieser, ~nd Charles Johnson, and nave asked Odum and Johnson 
to britti to tho November meeting detailed reports on conditions 
end attitudes th~t they are surveying 1n both the white and 
the color~d groups thmughout the country. 

It seems to all of us who heve discussed 
the matter th~t the Fund has a sp~ci al opportunity to help 
work out solutions to the problems of 8 race anrt democracyff 
th£t are likely to be acute as the wer contitues and even more 



in the new world created by the war. Specifically, we pr o­
pose tr.e creu.tion of aome new interraci al commi sf>i on in the 
South (with the cooperntiov of the Rockefell er eu1d Carnegie 
groups) and the stren,theru.ng of the wor k in our own office 
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by- adding Charles Johnson to our staff :Jo the.t the wor k he i s 
now doing through t he church boards r...nd through the GradUt. t e 
Insti tute at Fisk may be tied i n to our p~ograa. 

The Nominating Committee proposes to r e­
nomi nate t he present officers and trWitees , all of •hom P.re 
eli gi bl e for renomination (KArk Ethridge, Richard Frank, 
Frankli n KcLean, Lessing Ro,enwall) . Other business i s routine. 

If you would lii<e to talk over any of these 
t hings with me before ti'e Ditletir.g, I eha.11 of course be de­
l i ghted to ?Seet wit'. you. I hov3 to be at s conference in 
DurhW!I the rlay het·orf\ the tr\Lt0 oi:' rf!::tJng. If yc,u wi sh it, 
I could 0asil7 Sfl?!'l•i sr• hour or .,wo tth yo·· ir, t!'e:,;h:\.ngtou on 
Tbur~dcy, ~ovomb~r 5. 

EF<.E:Ji.C 

Mr. Lessinr Rosen•c;ld 
Alverthorpe Gellery 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Veey t r uly :.-ours, 



( LESSING ..J., ROSENWALD 

.JENKINTOWN, PA. 

Pr . Edwin It . Embree , 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue , 
Chicago, Illirrois . 

ry dear l'r . i!.mbree : 

1'ovember 21, 1912 

_l -{? += - ~'4-
_\__\_\ I~ 
!_l \ l_l_ 

I I I -

r. Josem\~ld has asked that I send you 

the enclosed letter fro:!'! . r. P,arry E. Eirsh, which has been 

acknor.leciged . He thour;ht you VJoultl find it of interest. 

Enc . 

Very truly yours , 

. ~-ellens , Secreto.ry to 
1..r. Less·nM J . Roscm•;alc. 



l!r. I!arry e. IIirsh, 
2215 't'aahi~5ton Ave •• 
Ftiiladelphia, Pa. 

?Ar. 'Roaem,ald had t~ loavo tlut off'ico rathe::­
hw-r-1.edly, a?ld therefore asked lM to express to you his sincer-e 
thanks for )'Ola" lettor or !lov~bor 17th, adJreHed to t:~ in 
t:ashini;ton.. 

le ie vory apprac lativa or your thoui;htt'ulneu 
in eonding blm tt.o oli;,pi~ fro-:c the Fhild~elph±a Record, ~nd 
of your kind expressions c~ncarning hi• fe:i l y and his father. 
F,o knom thflt hie brother and daters uill be l!!!Ost a.ppr&eiatiw. 
too. 

Pr. Rosen...,ld i s sorry that b• could not 
write to you per1onc..lly, and wlahes to se~d his kindest re~ards. 

B. rellons, Sec~etary to 
~r. Lessing J . Roscn"l'l!lld 

• 



Dear Lessing: 

HARRY B . HIRSH 
2219 WASHINGTON AVE. 

PHILADELPHIA 

November 17th 
1 9 4 2 

I do not know whether you read last Sunday's 
Philadelphia Record . At any rate there was nearly a page 
devoted to the activities at the Sun Shipyard, Chester, of 
a group of Negro workers who are being trained to f abricate 
ships, in new Yard #4 recently completed , from stem to stern. 

Knov.ring your own and your family ' s personal 
interest in this section of our population, your help to 
them over a long number of years, and particularly your 
father ' s great philanthropies to this group, I thought that 
this would be of special interest to you and the other mem­
bers of the family . 

The Belmont Iron Works holds a very intimate 
relation with both the Sun Shipbuilding and Sun Oil, and 
all members of the Pew family . We designed and built the 
original yard just before World War I and we have been 
acting as consulting engineers and contractors on the design 
and extension of the original yard from 8 to 28 shipways and 
all the shops and facilities which make it really four dis­
tinct, complete yards. We also had the privilege of sending 
two of our chauffeurs to work there and they have given good 
accounts of themselves . 

My daily business life in thi s Negro district 
has been very heartening and I am sure that the seed planted 
by your father and the bread that he cast upon the waters is 
having an abundant harvest . 

HBH 
bs 

Enc. 

With best regards, 

Mr . Lessing Rosenwald 
3028 "Q," Street , NW 
Washington, D. c. 

You s since~~ 
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PHILADELPHIA REC9RD, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 

w 
By ORRIN C. EV ANS 

Out at the Sun Shipbuildin& 
Company's Yard No. 4 in Ches­
ter, a gang of Negro construc­
tion laborers were harmonizing 
on "Goin' to Move to the Out­
skirts of the Town." 

Their safety man, his red flag 
rolled under his arm, was ignor­
ing the tune and whistling a few 
bars from "Rigoletto." 

Their tastes in music differ­
as do their backgrounds-but 
these men, along with some 4500 
others, have one overwhelming 
amb'ition in common. 

They are determined to make 
goorl as skilled workers lP Jahn 
G. Pew's all-Negtg shipyard, a~ 
nounced last Ma and now well 
o e way to laying ts first 
keel. 

' A Music Teacher 
The safety man, Ferdinand 

Motley, for 15 years was one of 
the leading Negro \eachers of 
voice and piano. 

"When I heard about this ship• 
yard," he said, "I said to my. 
sell: 'Culture may be all right 
in its place, but what the Negro 
needs most now is economic se­
curity and training in skilled 
trades. That goes for me, too.' 
So here I am." 

He's completing his appren­
ticeship as a laborer and is go!!![_ 
to be a welder. 

When he qualifies as a welder, 
he will be prouder, he says, than 
the day he was graduated from 
an Important conservatory. 

The same thought was ex­
pressed by Urias Oates, a for­
mer captain of the Lincoln Uni­
versity .football team. 

"I got a big kick when I re­
ceived my A.B. degree," he said. 
"And since then, I've been 
kicked around some, college or 
no college. But, when I become 
a full-fledged steamfitter a few 
weeks from now, I'll see the end 
of the kicking around.'' 

Not All Educated 
But don't get the impression 

that Sun Shipbuilding ls run­
n\ng a post-gnduate show :for 

Eleven 

cuacatc _, t◄ cc,xocs. 01113 atoac 
300 of the 4500 men already at 
work in the yard ever went to 

These men at S1.1.JL...S.hipbuildin_g Compal! N o..:.:.L,are out to prove that race has nothing to do with 
efficiency in highly-skillen occupahons:""'At upper left are three men who can take a large measure of credit for the 
success of this project. They are, left to right, Charles Shorter, Dr. Emmett J. Scott (seated), and "Brud" Holland. 
Upper right is a shot of Wilbert Crawley, ace hand torch burner of Yard No. 4, in action. Lower left, Joseph Newmuis, 
of 1618 Stiles st. (kneeling), goes about his chipping job on a hulJ while Charles Ki~ who is in tl'l jelding school, 

college. 
Many never went to high 

school. But virtually all are 
!oing to school now-in the eve­
l.1Jnas after put&ing ia a iwH,. 
eight-hour daL&_ hy,;l w.w:k., 
~ool is devoted to getting yard will serve to convince American. 

lodks on. At lower right a crew shows perfect teamwork in operating a d!ill pr~~ ( r &A4 c ~ 
1 

the yarctreacly!br fhe fi'rsf keer ~nite~oi'kefs"orffle]onrne!ence- A dispensary is nearing com­
laying, it\ about a month. The andef.flclenc:i:: ,Q,tNe\fl°cnRtk~s pletion in Yard No. 4. In charge 
e~ni~ i~ devoted to l~arnjni 11'1 smTI.ed capacilles, there y of Dr. Horace c. Scott, who will 
h~ b_µi~.ll ~hat ~ ~ lessen traditional prejudice and perform traumatic surgery, its 
many mo~e li~e _it. . . opposition.'' :laff will.jn_~e another physi-

~un Shig80~ Is mvest1pf' Dr. Scott is assisted in man- c1an, ~~ w~--:J'M!§lefed 
SRme sro; , m the. belief ...agement of Yard No. 4 by nurses. an X-ra}' technician, five 
that a1,mty to ao sl<rrre<i work r/Nl.Ies Short~r . .{ormer, indus- male nurser.two mechca1 secre­
i~ I!fflt'ted 'T~~ 1lm-W 1al research s,ecretary fort'he taries aM two oraer1ies. 
t~..a.t&.11llllil "11:awoss Iu -IJ;l,IS ~m§trcmg. A,¾~~ It is estimated that a total 
area w~o can b~t~d ships, ~~ice cle,_arillJL,.howia.iij. family population of 40,000 to 
. The biggest d1v1den~ from the Philadeti!h~at.!,d J!:lm~r~ 45,000 persons will be benefited 
mvestment so far-b1gge~ than l!,olfand, former Cornell niver- when the full employment goal 
anyone dared hope for-is the sity football star and 1937-38..All-ot 9000 is reached. 
development of a "ca u s e" __;.---
among the workers. 

P. ca se of nro inP' Ni>11rn,.~• 

John G. Pew, who Is opt!- nity to work meant using a large 
mrnt!l!" ""'ffl'i"6'1l!' '"'tlie quallt.1' ·or- labor supply right here, with 
Wtff"K 1:1Th Neif'o yara wilT ~ homes here. It meant saving the 
saia: .. cost of bringing other workers 

"We decided to set up this here and using material to house 
yard for operation by Negroes the new workers. 
because of two reasons; first of "I think these men will do all 
all, the Government wanted they can to make good, and I'm 

•more Negroes hired in war sure they will make good," he 
work. Secondly, I fiad a feeling said. 
we could find enough colored And t);,e)I JilOll!t. ~p!• .OJ:1. the 
men in Chester, Philadelphia ~rea~et1ance ever offere~r 
and surrounding towns to man l_!lcre opportunities for~ 
such a yard. grc5~ar-old Dr. S~ott. as,. 

''Giving Negroes an opportu- sl!!'es you. 



among the workers. 
The cause of proving Negroes' 

capabilities is spurring every 
man on. Man of the Week __________ ByCALTINNEY 

And sometimes spurs them 
into an embarrassing situation. 

"The crusading spirit caused 
a llttl~urry some months ago," 
an official said. "The men .felt 
they had to be super-good be­
cause the entire Negro race 
would be on the spot if they fell 
down. 

One day he's bombing Tokio, 
the next day he's in the White 
House being photographed with 
the President, the next day he's 
buying toothpaste in a Tennes­
see drug store and then, before 
you have had time to say "Shan-
grl-la," he is heading Uncle 

Taking All Bets Sam's fliers invading French 
"So in one shop, determined North Africa. 

not to be outstripped by 
white workers in another yard, Jimmy Doolittle has developed 
tat, Nwoes aJrnost 4Gwelea the Jnto the national hero and ace 
previou§..m'oduct~corgjn..10.- .,., •. y "' airman of this 
days." , witr that Lind• 

"We're not doing too much bergh co u 1 _d 
~~tm.g ~bQut it," said Wilbert have been if 

Crawley, 26-year-old hand-torch . Lindy hadn't 
burner "hJJt uce're ;,1st cniet't.r. . ~ . got ~I cros~ed 
i£~ing all the }:lets ;can tAa,1;,, 9 u? m poll~1~s. 
we l set a new yard record on • • Jimmy D?olit• 
construction of our first ship." tle is as differ-

And Crawley has personal ent from Lind-
reasons for enthusiasm for the bergh as day 
all-Negro project. is from ni~ht. 

For more than two years an • * Lindbergh IS a 
employe of the shipyard, Craw• ,;; • '1 b?okish g1:1y; 
ley's classification ceiling was DOOLITTLE Jimmy w i 11 
laborer. A tew months in train- d.d l t read no book 
i~ schoilli1roeif:tttn:am(as.o.iie'.: • • • ,.

1 
P ~n y. th ~.t doesn't 

o~e i>_est,.hand-!otrh ,hw;gers in ,_J;ay Fa_m1ly Album on the 
Yiirc!"'N"o 4 front of 1t. 

Electri~ drane operators, pipe The won~erful thing about 
fitters, coppersmiths, welders, Jlmmr is he s got color, a~d the 
ship joiners, hull shipfitters, lay- American people want their war 
ing-out men, liners and tackers leaders to have color. 
in the new yard all are Negroes. Jimmy's favorite .fruit is a 

A Great Event 
The administrative offices are 

headed by Dr. Emmett J. Scott, 
drafted from retirement as one 
of the nation's leading educators 
to develop what he terms "the 
greatest thing to happen ior 
~n~11ment 
of-Tuskegee Institute." 

For years he was secretary to 
Booker T. Washington, founder 
of Tuskegee Institute in Ala• 
bama. After Washington's death, 
for 19__ye.ars he WJil~~~ 

t~1J:!owa.rd,JltJiliexsitt', 
lf..m2_ liberal arts collaee 1n 
WasbTngton,-:o:t:.:,;. 

"tt lsl'rl'l'ffortant to note," he 
said, "that the program in our 

thick, rare steak. He used to be 
bantamweight boxing champ of 
the Pacific Coast, and his wife 
won't trust him behind the wheel 
of an automobile. That he's got 
a flair for speed ought to be 
proved by the fact that this shy, 
hairless hot-shot can point to 

'ffte following accomplishments: 
First to fly across the United 

States in a single day. 
First to make the now famous 

outside loop. 
First to pioneer in the art of 

instrument or "blind" flying. 
First to make a land plane do 

more than 300 miles an hour. 
Winner of the Schneider Tro• 

phy race, 1925; Mackay Trophy, 
1926; Harmon Trophy, 1929; 

Bendix Trophy, 1931; Thompson 
Trophy, 1932. 

Jimmy tried to retire in 1931. 
"Because of my advanced age," 
he explained. He was 34 then. 

He's 45 now, still small, still 
stocky, still tough, and stm as 
unconcerned about danger as 
that day at the Cleveland air 
show in the fall of 1929. 

As the Army's ace stunt flier 
he was putting a Curtiss pursuit 
ship through a power dive a 
half-mile above the earth. Every-

thing went fine till the wings 
came off. Now, flying a plane 
without wings comes under Jim­
my's accomplishments on Tues­
days, but this was a Monday. 
So he took to his parachute. 

When spectators ran up to 
him and asked if he was hurt. 
they found his face screwed up 
into a frown that would have 
stopped an hourglass. "I bit my 
tongue going over the side," he 
complained. 

Most persons seem to think 

And They'll Need Good Nursing! 

that when something goes wrong 
in the air the pilot gets scared. 
That's not true, Jimmy says. 
"The fact is, he hasn't tlme to be 
scared. He's too busy doing the 
things he has been trained to do 
in just such an emergency." 

Il a flier took time off to thrill 
every time there was something 
thrilling, he'd be "thrilled to 
death, literally," Jimmy says. 

James Harold Doolittle, who 
stands 5 feet 7 and weighs 150 
pounds, has done everything 
with an airplane except plow a 
field of corn with it. 

There is nothing he hasn't 
done. Even to being born. That 
accomplishment was run up in 
Alameda, Calif., on December 14, 
1896. He was only 3 years old 
when he participated in the Alas­
kan gold rush; at least, his 
father, a carpenter and prospec• 
tor, took him to Alaska for it. 

Back in San Francisco, Jimmy 
entered grammar school, and 
.fell in love with Josephine Dan• 
iels, a classmate then and now 
his wife. He won the boxing 
championship in high school and 
earned another student's lasting 
admiration by knocking his wind 
out of him on the wrestling mat 
one day. However, the deflated 
student got his wind back in 
time to become Lawrence Tib­
bett, the great singer. 

Jimmy did a stretch in the 
University of California, went 
to Nevada, where he prospected 
and mined, and then enlisted in 
the Army Air Service. Well, he 
got TOO good; they made a 
teacher out of him. That's how 
he had to stay home and be an 
Army flying instructor during 
World War I. 

He left the Army in 1930 to 
become aviation director of a 
big oil company. But he rejoined 
the Army in 1940 as a reserve 
major. 

And when the history of this 
present war is written, don't let 
'em tell you Doolittle Did Little. 
Doolittle Djd Plenty! 



November 24, 1942 

Dear llr. Hirsh: Mr. Lessing Roser.wald has passed 
on to me your letter to hia en­

closing the clipping tr~• the Philadelphia Record. 
ill of ws who have been associated with Mr. Julius 
Rosenwald ar e gratified by increasing evidences of the 
integration of Negroes into Am~rican economy and 
American life. I am sure you have round such satis­
faction in the work you have done in this connection. 

In case you have not seen it, I 
am giYing ay-selt the pleasure of sending 7ou a copy or 
a litUe book that I have recently published, American 
Negroep, which is an attempt to tell the exciting story 
or this new race in the smallest posaible space. 

ERE;JW 

Yr. Harry B. Hirsh 
2215 Washington Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours , 

Eov-J\N R. EMBREE 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Will W. Alexander 
Vice~President 

Dorothy A. Elvid9e 
Sec.rotary and Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald Fund M. 0. Bousfield, M.D. 

Dear Lessing: 

490 I Ellis Avenue Director for Negro Health 

Fred G . Wale 
Director for Rural Education 

CHICAGO 

______ ___ w ;TI;;j,;--c. Haygood 

I 
1 
~t :1 \ ~ r:;; Fellowships 

-\--~ecember ~, 19~== ' 

- 1-1 \ I ___ _ 
I am sending -nnder separate cover 
the report which Doctor Charles S . 

Johnson presented to the Trustees of the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund at the meeting in Chapel Hill 
November 7 . I think you will be interested in his 
detailed findings as to attitudes in race relations 
in various parts of the country. 

·rhe Executive Committee has begun 
to put into effect t he program in race relations 
authorized at the Trustees' meeting. Arrangements 
have been made for Doctor Johnson to take up his 
duties with us as of January l, it being understood 
that he will continue to direct the Social Science 
Institute at Fisk University (but will not carry his 
teaching schedule there) and that he will serve the 
American Missionary Associa tion of the Congregational 
Churches as well as the Julius Rosenwald Fund in a 
program of common effort in this field into which we 
hope the Congregational Churches will put i.ncrea"S'ing 
funds and energies . .....~ 

ERE:JW 

Mr - Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gal! ery -­
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours, 

~ 



December 23, 1942 

De&.r Leasing; Nathan Levin reports your general 
approval of hi s suggestion that•• 

invest further blocks of our present cash in ~o~ern­
ment bonds. I approve, with the single provi so tnat 
I think from now on we should invest in short-t.erm 
bonds so tbat we lJould not find ourselves havi ng to 
turn these back to the govern:nent as we close out 
our activities. I have just telephonen LeTin, ~sk-
1ng that he invest $100,000 in go~ernment certificate• 
which fall due Dece:1:ber l, 194.3. Rather t han invest­
ing i n bonds that !all due i n 1948, I ahould prefer 
to wait for further offerings of one-y•ar or two-year 
certificates. Furthermore, I am not keen about 
getting too ■uch of our present cash tied up in 
securities of any sort as we shall probably need 
most of our present free cash balance for pa,aenta 
to be made 1n regular course during the nut calendar 
year. ill such i nvestment•, according to our By-laws-, 
are to be authorised by th& finance Colllllittee. I aa 
therefore sending a letter somewhat aimil~r to thia 
to Edgar St.em and Richard Frank. 

Best wishes for the holiday 
season. 

ERE:Jlt 

llr.:Lessing J.) Rosenwa.ld 
1.302 Eighteenth-streei;· N .•. 
.lpa.rtllcnt 702 
Washington, D. G. 

Very truly yours, 
'""' c,,i"e~E.i 

n mN • • 
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