
no-..-e:nbor 22, 1940 

Dear Doctor Jolmson: I suppose• s?loul~ be ,. up 
our minds pretty soon about t he 

propor.ed new i::.ember of tho Fellowahip Co::ri:it.tee. Tbe .names 
that h!lve been moot pro.:n.nently .suggested a.-e F. D. Patterson, 
Ira de.A. Raid, Ch.ales Tha.'!ipson, and Robert Weaver. liy ten­
tG.tive opinion o.s to theae ~n follows. 

Patterson, or course, would be a splendid choice for 
aI\Y ouch co:=ittce but (a) I 4.eru.tate to ask him to 
t.ake on another il:lportant and ti.Qe-consw:dng assign­
c.ont oince, because ot bis position, he i s alreaey 
pulled in a thousand di.rectiorus and a.as to respond to 
mos~ or tau calls; (b) I doubt rJ,..ether he could or 
1J0uld give too tim to reaaing the applicationB t.ilat 
is nece:sznry. lfe suff or alreacy from. the fact """1at 
otte or two 1:C:1bera of the Co%:dttee usually do not 
have t.1n.-.o to consider caret"ul.ly the qual.i.ficatl.ons or 
each candidate. 

Ira Reid is aloo an emellent ir.an. I am not 8tlre that 
be lfOuld bring r:ru.ch fresh viei7p<>int to the Committee. 
You end \'Jill Alexander, I suspect, know~ ot the 
people that he knows and think a good deal as h fl thinks. 

Charles Tho:upson sec:::ie to me close to the top or th• 
list. He represents an area or interest aild experience 
quite different f'rcm that of the preoent members of the 
Coclttee. Ile ould give Ull representation from the 
important Hon.rd &r<>up l'fhich e have never had very 
close to the inner counsel.s or lllml7 at the Fund' s 
a.ct1vit1.es. Furthen:ore, he is a echole.r~ person. Ir 
ho took ..he post I a:t sure he would g1vo time and thought 
and Judg;:zcnt to it. 



Robert :'ea"leT 1 S,nc:Une to put Uucber l. Re is close enot.igh 
to th.a Howard group to gift us somotJling of the representa­
tion we would get thro~h 'l'bo0pson. He 1G aloo of a quite 
different background and experience f"t--Olll 8rs:f oft.be othet' 
1tembers ot the Co:mdttee. Since he ie not direotl;y con­
nected with an acadeai,.c institution• he vould brine the view­
point of public aarvico and public a.f'fcir.e aa well as ot 
s.ohola.:rahip. 

I dl $anding a cow or tbio letter to 
\Till Alexander. I imagine he and you and 1 should CBke the selec­
tion. 

EaE:Jff 

Dr. Ch:lrles s. J'ohnoon 
Fisk Unlwrro.t)? 
r.as!lvillr,, 7en..,esseo 




