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I am writing to ask for information concerning the granting
of fellowships for research work. In reference thareto I iucorporate
in this letter a brisf summary of my experisnce, and ar outline of
the work in which I am deeply interested.

I graduated from Tufts ledical College in 1921 and weas
licensed by the Iassachusetts State Board of ledical Fxsminers by ex-
emination in 1921, and served ons year general interneship at the
Metropolitan Hospital, New York City. Subsequent to that date I
practiced medicine in Cambridge, Massachusetts from 1922 to 1928. At
that time I became quite interested in the lsborastory manifestations
of disease and vas associsted with Dr. William A. Hinton, Director of
Wassermann Laboratories in the State of lassachusetts, during the
year 1928. For 3 period of two years I workaed in the Boston Dispensary
and Wassermann Laborstories in’ Boston, lMassachusatts, during which time
my interest was particularly drawn to the serological reactions of
tuberculosis, with the ultimate eim of striking upon soma means of
making g serological diagnosis of this disesse baefore the appearance
of clinical or Roentgenological firndings. At that time Dr. Hinton was
angaged in this work on which he published the enclosed paper in
collsboration with }Miss Genevieve 0. Stuart in 1930. Soon thereaftar
ny association with Dr. Hinton ended due to my employment in the
Leboratories of the Veterans'! Administration Facility at Tuskegse,
Alabems (October, 1931). Later Dr. Hinton wes forced to abandon his
work in tuberculous sarclogy due to lack of funds.

In March, 1932 I discussed with Dr. John B. West, now District
Health Officer in Centrel Harlem, New York City, the probebility of
carrying on this work at Tuskegese. Togethar we obtained permission
from the Veterans' Administration to procesed with' our work. TFor s
period of approximately twe years we contimned this expsrlmentutlon,
often at owr own expense, during
sideratle difficulty. On July 24,
Tuskegee was terminated by exaecuti
suspend our investigation due to 1
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Now I am particularly desirous of beginning our work anew
and sppeal to you for financial assistance.

I am employed at present as a saerologist and bactaeriologist
at the Vaterans' Administration Facility, T uskegee, Alabams, and
have no other means of support. If I could obtain & grant to contin-
ue this work, unhampsred by routins examinations, I fael that progress
would be assured. The plan hes been discussed with Dr. Poindexter at
Howard University, and he is very enthusisstic ebout it, feeling that
such a project, perticularly if successful, would greatly benefit
the Howard University School of Medicine. He has agreed to coeperate
with Dr. West and me in providing lsboratory facilities, technical
apparatus end gssistances The matter is now in the hsnds of
Dr. Numa P. G. Adams, Dean of Howgrd University School of Medicinage.

Dr. Hans Zingser, Dr. William A. Hinton, Dr. E. E. Just,
Mr. Ge Jo. Drolet, Dr. Peyton Anderson, and Dr. Charles S. Johnson have
baen approached, for a comment on the possibilities of this work, and
all of them seem to be in hearty sccord with its beins pushed on to
complstion. After a communication from Dr. Johnson of Fisk University,
I feel more certain that, as a Negro, I should try to complste this
work in & Negro institution, and that my best source of financial
support lies in your hands.

I trust that this lettsr will suffice to give you = rough
idea of my background and espirations, and sincerely hops it will be
possible for you to dssist me in carrying on what is the most important
subject in my professional perspsctivas.

Sincerely yours,

Sith 7 é’W»;z (7.8.)

Ruth 1. Basterling, 1. D
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