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I am ,, riting to s.sk for infor .lI13,tion concer i n0 the granti g 
of fellor1ships for research work . I r r ef9rence thereto I i ncor orate 
in this lotter s brief summary of my e:i.."I)e ri ence, anc1 ~r.. outlL1e of 
the worl-:: i .1.1 which I am deep l y interested . 

I graduated from Tu.fts r.:ed ical Coll ece ir. 1921 ::i.nd v.~s 
lice .sed b the 1"-9.ssachusetts Sts.te Board of Iied ic9.l :FxsJnir ers by ax­
e.mi ~tion i n l g21 , and served one year gene r al intarneship at the 
1::etropolitan Hospital , en York City . subsequent to tmt date I 
practiced .!lledicino in Crunbridgo , :.:assachu.sotts fro 1 1922 to 1928 . At 
t at time I bec::une u ite interested i n t:r.e labor atory anife stations 
of dise9,se and \1s.s asso cis,ted ,·;ith Dr, Hillis.m A• HL. ton , Director of 
'::a s .::en,ann Laboratories in the S,:;ate of I.Tassachusctts , dur · ng t e 
ye:1.r 1928 . For s, period of t\'-'O years I v, orkFJd i n tho Bo sto ;_ Dis ens ary 
a.."ld \lasserm~_nn L::i.b oratories in' Bo st on , T,:S.s sachusett s , during ¥:hich time 
my i nterest was particui arly drawn to the serological reactions of 
tuberculor3is, . i th the ultimat e aim of strikin:.. upon some mea.~1s of 
iro. i ng a serolos ica l d i 3,Gr.osis of t i is dise~sa before the appeara~ce 
of clinical or Roentge. ol og ical fir..din::;s . At ths.t time 1)r . Hinton vie..s 
e.1gaged in this v. orl-: on v,h i ch he published the 0.1closed paper in 
collabo r ation '.'! ith .Ii ss Genev i eve o. Stuart i 1930 . Soo thereafter 
m.,y asso ciation r.ith Dr . Hinto.1 e.1ded due to my emplo:;rr.ent i n the 
Labors.,tories of the Vet er ans ' Administr~ti o. Facilit;y at Tusl:o[,3 e , 
Aln,b~.na ( ctober, 19 31). Later Dr . Hi 1ton w~s forced to abandon his 
\'!ork in t\:..berculous s13rology dl1e to lack af funds . 

I 1 ICarch , 19~2 I discus sed ,·: ith D1· . J ohn B. '?est , no·; District 
Health Officer i n Csntr!;',l Harlem, lfow York City , the ro-'3::.b ility of 
car r ying on this YJork at Tuskegee . o__;eths r ·1 e obtai11ed permissio 
from the Vet erans ' Admin i stratio ·1 to proceed with our ,. o:rk . Io'or a 
period of approxin:s. ..... ely two years \Je conti nued this e:r.1)oriment~,tion , 
often at our owne}:pe se, duri;.~ ,.,.,,.,. ____ ..., o1, l abo_.r~--M~""'-... ..._;u.-iMI. 

sidorable difficulty . On Ju l y 24 , 
Tuskecee ,;;.s.s ter:.,L1::i.tsd by exacut i 
suspend our Lwastiga..,ion due to 1 
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Now I am particularly desirous of beg innin.:.: our ,1ork ~mew 
and ::i.p eal to you for financial s.ss ist'.;l.~1ce . 

I a.a employed at resent ss a sarclouist :1:1d bacteriologist 
at the V9ters.ns ' Admu1istr:1tion cility , T usk9gee , Al abwna, a ii 
have no other me!?. s of support. If I could obtain a 6rs.--t to codin­
ue this \, Ork, unh~.pered by routi1-a ex::uninat icns , I fsel th::.t pro.;-ress 
\·:ould be assured . The plan has been discussed with Dr . Poindexter at 
Boward University , and he is very enthus iast i c about it , feelinc that 
sue a ro ·ect , 9,rticula1' lY if s cccssf 1, \·iould '--'res.tly b nefit 
the Hov;ard U. iversity School of :~edicine . He has .s.creed to coo cr3.,te 
\"Jith Dr . '"Jest s.nd me in prov id in.; laborat or:1 "·9. cili ties, tech:dc!ll 
appar:1tus !?.nd ass istance . The mstter is noY, iE the ha.rids of 
Dr. rwna P . • , darns , Dean of Howard TL.ivers ·ty School of !:edicir o . 

Dr . Hans Z.i sser , Dr . '7il l iam. A. Hinton , Dr . ~- :B.: . Just, 
Hr . G. J . Drolet , Dr. Peyto~ .b.nderso!l, and Dr . Ch:1rles s. Johnson have 
b9en ::1pproached,, for a comment on the po ssib ili ties of this work , and 
all of them seem to be in hearty aGCO!'d v;ith its bein~ pushed on to 
completion. ta.fter s. communics.tion from Dr . J ohnson of I!'"sk niversity, 
I feel .:nore certain the.t , as a Ue::_ro , should try to complete this 
work in :1 recro ir_stitution, and. that r..y best source of fin..<>..ncial 
support lies in your hands . 

I trust that this letter r1ill suffice to eive you :1 rough 
idea of my bs.ck6Tound and aspirs.tions , s.,d sL cerely ho e it \'1ill be 
possible for you to issist me i n c:::1,rryin,::· on what is the most important 
subject in n,_y profession<1l perspective . 

Sincerely ours , 

--'lf,,d¼ )77- 6~ (7>7 -:&) 
Ruth ·:. Easterlbg, Ii:. • 
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