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·• .... ~ ;'-'~ ~-··· .............. 
M. D. COLLINS 

STATE S UPERINTE NDENT 
OF SCHOOLS 

Mr. J . c. Dixon 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago. Illinois 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

RURAL SCHOOL 
PROGRAM fetate 

ll.e,pattfmenf cf }g*urafion 

We have arranged for the school at Red Oak to be operated for nine 
months and to open on the same date as the white schools. This date 
has not yet been determined because of the State Board's delay in 
the plans f or free school books. 

We have agreed upon a salary of $85 each for the two teachers. Just 
what part of this we shall have to request from the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund can not be determined until the county budgets have been made 
and approved. The figures which you used in talking over the natter 
recently are approximately correct but we shall write you later and 
be specific. Mrs. Turner will not assume responsibility for any part 
of the last two months. 

I hope you are feeling well now and that your work will move along as 
you want it to. 

lml: mc 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
L. M. Lester • .Associate Director 
Divlsion of Negro Edu.cation 

Copys Mrs. Hugh Turner• McDonough, Georgia 



August 24, 1957 

Dear llr. Lester: The arrangements for the Red Oak 
school , as indicated by your letter 

of A-.igust 19, e.re satisfactory., and you may depend 
upon us to cooperate with you under the conditions 
we discussed the last ti:n·~ -::e +,:i.lked about it in 
.Atlanta, i . e., ue '11ill put enouzh into t.'lie 3alary of 
the two te~ch9rs to enable you (with what thoy get 
f:ro::i th'3 state) to pey them t85 per month f or seven 
months. ~e 'rill also pay the full. salary of these 
two teuchers r or the two additional months if, after 
you get into it, you feel it advisable to operate 
th'9 school for " longer term. Will you pl ease v:rite 
me as soon as you decide exactl,y the amount of money 
you will need f r om us in order that we may sat up 
our budget? As I have estimated the a.inountJ it can 
hardly exceed ~700 if, as I assU!l1e 1 both of your 
teachers have profossional college certificates. 

Any questions ~hich ony come up 
can be discussed when I get back t o Atlanta about 
the 8th or 9th of September. 

J CD:l!LU 

Mr. L. M. Lester 
State Department of Education 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Very truly yours , 

J C C'rxcT 



DIVISION OH NEGRO EDUCATI ON 
state Department of Education 

Atlanta , Georcia 
September, 193'7 

t,L , -. . t- . ._. , .uul 
PROGRAJvJ 

TENATIVE PLAN FOR LIFE- RELATED EHTERPRISE AT 
n • I( rr,:rn -TEACHER RUH.AL SCHOOL 

Perststen.t Problems Em:ohasized : 

Settinf; : 

1 . 
2 . 
3 . 

Heal th 
Earninc; ) ,.n Adequate I.:.i vine; 
Utilizin:~ And Contro.1.J.i::i.g the Natural 
Environment for Indivimial and soc ial 
Needs . -------- -· 

Red Oak is a small Geor;,:~a r ural co:'.;r-:,.,.1.r1j_ty con s i st i ng of 
a:9pro:-:ir.lately ti:rnnt:1- f i ve :'e:::.i2. i cs . Nearl;y all of these fami l i e s 
ere fsrr.1 fa.::il i os . Ever~' f&:-:.ily in the cor.:rrrnni t~r has access to a 
p l ot of l and which ma~ be used as a ~crde~. 

Forevrord : 

The e,r cot nu.tibcr of our :Jeople '!.'::10 are continuously ir..oving 
from the farm to the cities in ;)crsuit of a richer and more satis­
fy-inc; life. conch t;ion3. curtain vj_ tal pro bl.oms for which our edu­
cational proc:ram must ma}rn provisions , s omo _pf .which a re : 

Aims : 

a . 
b . 

c . 

Abandoned farms . 
The lower class of tenantry loft on the 
form . • 
Tho accumulatio"n in the ci tics of a lare::cr 
population thon con be absorbed in industry . 

This life - rolc.tcd ontcr:)riso is bosod on tho ' persistent 
problems of livinc; :' Hoolth , Eerninc An Adoquoto Livine ond 
Utilizine ond ControllinG tho NoturoI Env1:rori::''11Cnt for IndTv"'Tducl 
end soci ol Needs . Tho Aimsorc ~ --- --

1 . To provide c ser ies of rctivities involving 
those experiences ·which will 6.ovclo:p i n tho 
l ocrner tho 'intcllif,cnco £Ind skill nece s sary 
to meet the chf'ntr;in;; economic domr-nds so 
thf't the returns from their lcbor will cnoblc 
t hem to mcintr1 in r- scitisf,n ctory stc-ndllrd of 
livinc. 



Objectives : 

- 2 -

2. To institute C'. progr cm. of octivities for the 
development of , v:orthy uGe of sper e time . 

M::1jor Object i ve : 

1 , The enrichment of rura l life in Georci ~ . 

Minor Ob j ect i ves : 

1. To develop on ~ppreciation for f['. r minc as on 
industry basic t o our ~olfnre . 

2 . To develop in youth tho intelligence end skill 
nccoss,ry to moot tho chf'ne;ine; economic con­
di tions so thct theiI' orrninc c,pnci t i cs will 
( from formine) mrintain a sct i sfrctory s t,nd­
crd of l i vine; . 

3 . To develop the responsibility of and security 
i n tho fnrm cs c homo . 

4 . To dovolo:p en rpprociction of tho i mportance 
of tho soil end horr to conserve it . • 

5. To crente ,n int erest in roisinc foo ds in our 
go.rdons vrh i c h so to mcko up f'. wholesome di et . 

6 . To trr:in c:iildr en to koo:o ~ record of their 
oxpondi turos end receipts . 

7 . To lo..: r n to 1:oop our soil fi t 
a . To prevent erosion 
b . To rotnto cr ops . 

8 . To lonrn t o kc ep somothine: [;r ow inf; in our 
3ordons tho entire yerr . 

Possible Approaches : 

1 . Clc.ss discussions nbout f rrm life 1'li th children. 

2 . Rendin[~ stories cbout form life to children. 

3 . Ordcr i n~ and rec.di nr; mc:ter i nl on so i l con­
sor vction . 



Activiti es : 

4 . Some questions to be rciscd i ~ clcss d i s ­
cussi on : 

o . How me ny 0f u.s hc.ve ;:;~rC:- r.s ::t homo? 
b . Woo t vegetables do ;-ou hcve in your 

c;or den? 
c . Whet v::;;cet8bles do ycu p l ~n tn p l nnt 

this f e ll? 
d . Hon do you prcpor ::;; :rovr coil bc:'o!'::;; 

yo,1 plcnt your c;crden? 
o . no you pl..::n t y,)ur t urnip::. c nd o thor 

vc~etcblcs in the sru1c p l ot every 
yocr ? Why or ·:rhy not ? 

f . Do you ever plan mools fro~ y~ur 
;.;ardcn? 

g . Hon ·::oulcl.. ycu 11}~~ to hcvo o c::~crdon 
~t school? 

Lar;e cU visions for schco l term: 

1 . P l::ntin~ fGll ~ar dons end boautify i n5 dampus -
{in cludinc; ctudy of scil cor-is crvcti.on ) . 

2 . Spring g~rdcn ( includL-: '~ s t udy of soil con­
serve t ion ). 

3 . Dcmonstroti ons of plrmninc ond serving 
bnlcnced mo nls ::- t set.col ond in horne,s . 

Expected Outcomes: 

From those oxporion ces r_rc hopo our pupils ·:;ill c:;ain 
information and f i nd en j oyment i n , and cpprccir:tion of 
their environ.rnont nnd i ts uses to tho extent thrt the 
learnings i:rill cr:rry over j_r.. life out cf school . 

E . J . Reddick 
L . Johnson . 
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lle,pattfmrnf of E ~ui:afion . . 

•·····• _,:.-·· 
M. D. COLLINS 

STATE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF SCHOOLS 

Miss Ma.rga.ril Utley 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, I llinois 

Dear Miss Utley: 

September 21, 1937 

Mrs. Millsap asked me to write and give you the name of the teacher 
who bas been BJl!Ployed at tho Red Oak School. She is Missr__... 
Johnson . 

..,_ a•• 

Sincerely-, 
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Octobar 1, 1937 

Dear Uiss Reddick: I cm enclosing our library 
lists, ~hich do not, a s 

you kno ... , incluce all the ho1,ks ebout little lfogro 
children, but .,.~i ch W {' t}'link hav~ the beet of t hem. 
Ine21 :ro f.n hits doue ti1e ?!l codemu.r; book~, -.•J.iich 
I think ure pretty ,;;ooc;., e:xcept for the fact th&t 
they us.,, so much di~ lt,ct . 

: hope the Io-;f! ~turly ~·as 
worth while 1;1·1d t h,,t fOU h&.<t in e.dc.ition to a 
va1-ua.ble summer nn er.,ioyRble om . We are hoping 
to 6et do·"J: to R"'d O&k. reaenrah::..y soor , but I 
don' t kno~ at thP. 1nomcnt just \"h>'n . 

you begin the new year. 

MSG:?lcK 

Miss Juani ta Reddick 
"= Red ~ak §.~ ... 

:Stoc1ffirTd/e, Georgia 

Best of luc~ to JOU us 

Very t ruly yours, 

MARGARET s. SIMON 
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M. D. COLLINS 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

OF SCHOOLS 

Mr. J. c. Dimn 
Julius Rosenwald Pu.nd 
4901 Ellie Avemie 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

Confirming a letter written 7ou sometime ago with reference to plans 
at Red Oak we are re-stating the financial ar~ments with Miss 
Juanita Reddick and MiSB Lamie Johnson; teacKerS'lt-ftr1s school • 

..____ ~ 1 · 

Miss Reddick holds a professional four-~ear elementaey certificate 
and will draw $57.50 per month for seven months from the state. 
Miss Johnson holds a life professional two-year elementary certificate 
and will draw $50.00 per month for seTen months from the state. With 
your consent we have promised these teachers salaries of $85 per 
month for nine months, the state schedule to be supplemented to this 
extent by- ;your fund. 

On the fifteenth of each month from October 15 through April 15 Miss 
Red.dick would receive from the state $57.50 and from the Rosenwald 
Fund $27.50. On the same dates Miss Johnson would receive from the 
state $50.00 and from the Rosenwald Fund $35.00. The last two months 
would be paid entirel7 by the Rosenwald Fund, Miss Red.dick and Min 
Johnson receiving $85.00 each on~ 15 and June 15. 

I think it better that pa;rments be made direct from your office if 
it is convenient. Their address is Red Oak School, Stockbridge, 
Georgia, Route l . I shall notify you 1f any- changes should be made 
in these details. 

We appreciate you:r cooperation. in this project and shall tey to get 
some good results. 

Cordially yours, 

i. ~~ Director 
DiTision of Negro Edncatio~ 

lml:mc 

' ' 
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October 7, 1957 

Dear Miss Johnson: t'hile I an sure you have a 
record of the salary arrange­

mentsfor the coming school year at Red Oak, I 
would like to send this note conf'iri:ung our under­
standing of them. 

Your salary for the nine months 
school year or 19~7-58 will be fas per i;:ionth. This 
will be paid to you jointly by the Ste.te Depart:,1eot -(<' 
of Education of Georgia and the Julius i.ose?1""o.ld 
Fund, and on the 15th of e!ich ::ionth from October 
to April, inclusive, you will receive checks from 
the State Departr.ient in the a.mount of 1'50.00, and 
from the Rosenwald Fund tor f:55. 00. For the months 
ending iay 16 alld JUD8 l.5 your checks rrom us will 
be tor the full tas per :ionth. 

I hope that you will thoroughly 
enJoy the coi:ning year at Red Oak. 

Miss Lamie Johnson 
Red Oak School, Route l 
Stockbridge, Georgia 

Vecy truly yours, 

' ,, 



f October 7, 1937 

Dear Mi~s Reddick: You:;_sal.,;t~ f~r ~e nine months 
~ ool ye~r o~ 19v7-~8 will be 

ta5 per month. 'This ~ill be paid to you jointl y 
by the State Department of Fduca.tion and the Ju.Uus 
Rosem,ald FuLd, aro on the 15th ot e~ch r.onth .from 
October to April, iuclusive, yo~ will receive checks 
fro.'ll the St.'ite D-3partl.'lent in t.i.~ ~ount o~ C,57 . SO 
and from the Julius P.osanwald Fund tor t'27. 50. For 
the l.lloc ths ending tl.ay 15 and June 15 your checks 
.frOlll us will ba for the fnll :P-85 per month. 

Mr, Simon is writing '.Irs . Turner 
about the roof, am I hope that some r epairs will 
soon be me.de. 

All good ~ishes for the year. 
I hope t o see you in the not too distant future. 

Sias Juanita Reddick 
Red Oak School, Route l 
Stockbridge, Georgia 

Very truly yours, 

J.C. D1xoN 



October 11, 1957 

Dear r.lrs. Turners A few days ago I received a letter 
from Miss Reddick of Req. ~ &Gheol -

reaj.nding me that the roof of th.13~ was eaking 
in several of the rooas. We have!iicf"t'o'·1iitfcb. trouble 
with the roof since the teacher age was built that I believe 
it would be advisable to have the roof recovered. I suppose 
Miss Reddick wrote to me about, this because we built the 
teacherage. However, we feel that all repai rs to the t eacherage 
should come .from the rental fund especially set up for this 
very purpose. You will remember I menti oned thi s particular 
fund t o you on m;y- last visit to your office. I t i s made up 
of a r ental of~ a month, paid during the occupancy of the 
teacherage. Hy- understanding was that these rentals, which 
could be used only for the upkeep of the teacherc.ge, were to 
be placed in a separate account to be handled by the county 
superintendent of school s of Henry County. 

I trust you will be able to !ind some­
one to look into this matter before the winter rains set in. 

JFSi RW 

Mrs. Hugh J. Turner 
County Superintendent of Schools 
llclJonough, Georgia 

D 

Very truly yours, 
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DIVISION OB NEGRO EDUCATION 
State Department of Education 

Atlanta , Georcia 
Sept.ember , 1937 

T 
TENATIVE PL.AN FOR LIFE- RELATED EFI'ERPRISE AT 

RED OAK T1i/O - TEACHER RURAL SCHOOL 

Perststent Problems Em,:,hasized : 

s ettinG : 

1 . Heal th 
2 . Earninc; ;~! Adequate L_i vine 
3 . Utilizin,-; And Contro.1.J.l .. ':lg the Natural 

Environment for Indi vl.c1,v~al end social 
Needs . - ---- --·----

Red Oak is a small Geor ;,::.a rural co.-::.r::,: .. mj_ ty consisting of 
a:9p:::·o::ir.la tcl:,' t~-rent:.r-f'ive fe::!il i cs . Nea.:rl~· ell .of these families 
are farn fa:::i lies . Every fn:::ily in the cor.'lr'.unity has access to e 
plot of land which may be used ~s a ~orde~. 

ForeHord : 

The (.:,r ec t .:1u::.:bcr of our :')e ople 1;(:10 are qontinuously rr.oving 
from the :ferm to the cities in :)crsuit of a richer and more satis­
fyinc; life ~ cohdi t,±Qnn .curta in ~,ital problems for which our edu­
cational proeram ·must make provisions , so~o.Pf -~hich are : 

Aims : 

a . 
b . 

c . 

Abandoned farms . 
The lower class .of tenantry loft on tho 
farm . . 
Tho accumulatiqn in tho ci tios of a lersor 
population thon con bo a bsorbod in industry. 

This life - rclctod enterprise is bosod on t ho ' persistent 
problems of 1 i vine:' Hoel th , EElrnine:; An Adequet_o Li v ine; and 
Utilizine and ControllinG tho Noturor Environment for Indivl:'ducl 
end soci3l7ifo'ods . Tno Aimsoro : 

1 . To provide c soriqs of ~ctivitios involving 
those oxpo ri_oncos which will develop i n tho 
l ocrnor tho intollie:onco end skill nocossory 
to moot tho cllcnsin;; economic domf'nds so 
thot the returns from their lcbor will cnoblo 
t nom to mcintcin r: sotis1';ctory stC'ndord of 
livin5. 



Objectives : 

- 2 -

2 . To institute c ::_:iroircm of octivj_t i es for tho 
development of 2 worthy use of spl:\r e time . 

M~jor Objective : 

1. The enric!:llnent of rurcl life in Georei ~ . 

Minor Ob j ectives : 

1 . To devel op c.n o.pprecio.tion for ff'rminf, os vn 
i ndustry basic to our ~olforo . 

2 . To develop in youth tho intelligence ond skill 
neccssrry to moot the ch<'ne;inc; economic con­
di tions so thrt thoi"c cnrninc; crpoci tics will 
( from forminc;) mc.intain o sc.tisff'ctory stf'nd­
c.rd of li vine . 

3 . To develop the responsibility of end security 
i n tho fflrm [lS e homo. 

4 . To develop en cpprociction of the j_mportcncc 
of tho so i l end hoTT to conserve it . 

5 . To create rn interest in roisint foods in our 
go.rdens which so to me.kc up c wholesome di et . 

6 . To trnin. c~ildr cn to keep~ record of their 
cxpondi turos end receipts . 

7 . To lo..:rn to 1:ccp our soil :fi t 
c. . To ~rcvont erosion 
b . To rototc crops . 

8 . To lccrn to kc op sor.20thinf-; ;:;r owinr; i n our 
gcrdcns tho entire ye ~r. 

Possible Approaches : 

1 . Closs discussions nbout frTm life with chil dren . 

2 . Rondins stories cbout form life to chil dren . 

3 . Order i n,; and r er. dinr; rr..c teriol on so il con­
serve. ti on . 



Acti vi tioc : 

4. Some questions to be roisc d i n clcss dis ­
cussi on : 

o . How mc·ny 0f us hcvo G~ r c._ns c t home? 
b . Who t vegetables do y ou hcvo in :rour 

Gordon ? 
c . v7hr. t vcc;ctc.blos do ysu pl:-.. :1 to p l , .::.t 

this fell? 
d . Horr a.o you :9rcpor c ~rour zo il before 

yo.l plcnt your c;cr don? 
o . Do you plcnt y,)ur turr.i:ic,c nid other 

vo,;otcblcs j_n tho sc.:.J.c :plot every 
yocr ? Ylhy c)r ,;rhy not? 

f . Do :-/OU ever plan moo ls fro!!l y::mr 
;;arJ.cn? 

g . Ho~-r 7:ould yo'J. lH:c to hcvc o ~cr don 
:1t school? 

Ler;c divisions for school term : 

1 . P l::.n ti nc.; f c, 11 (~8rdous en.cl boou tifyine; campus -
( incl udinc; c tudy of sci J. coi-~sorvc. tj_on) . 

2 . Spring g~rdon (incJ.udL ,'.: study of soil con­
serve tion) . 

3 . Dcmonstrri ti ons of planning r nd servin~ 
bnlrncod monls c. t sc hool ond jn homos . 

Expected Outcomes : 

From those oxporionccs no hope our pu:;;iils ·.,ill coin 
information and find enj oyment in, and opprocintion of 
their onviron.ment nnd its uses to tho extent th~t tho 
learnings uill cnrry over in life out cf scho ol . 

E . .J . RodcU ck 
L • .Johnson. 
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FOREWORD 

Working at Red Oak has been interesting and inspiring to 

the teachers and to the community folk. Thia has led to the 

belief that a description of Red Oak and an account of some of 

the experiences there may prove interesting to others. This may 

also inspire others to try similar or even very different 

ventures--ventures which( may help blaze the path leading to the 

light in this field of improvement of living in rural com~unities . 

I t is with the hope that such may be the ca.se that this is 

written--"An Experiment in Enrichment of Rural Living Through 

Education. 11 



I . A VISION 

!.i.r. and Mrs . Simon of the Rosenwald Fund, visited many 

schools and co, rnunities , rural and urban. They visited many in the 

South. They became convinced that something needed to be done for 

rural schools and communities in the South and especially those for 

Negroes. 

They saw that whatever 1s needed did not sei:>r. to have been 
t·,.o,J 

supplied by the ir?petus furnished by the Rosenwald~.ears before in 

its school - building prograu. This was shown by the fa.ct that in oany 

of the places where counties and communities had accepted and buil t 

improved buildings on the Ros enwal d Pl~n, this had not made the 

counties realize the value of improved buildings, at least not to the 

extent of investing more of their funds in other improved school 

buildings. Nor had the counties or communi ties responded to the 

challenge to keep the buil dings in repair o.nd furnish CO'Y'respond.ingl y 

improved facilities and instruction. The "Rosenwald School Houses" 

were often in poor repair, had meagre equi pment and had some very 

inefficient teaching going on in them. In other con::.~unities in these 

same counties many schools were being held in dilaui da ted churches , 

lodge halls or very , very poorly constructed dis~.al school shelters. 

I n t he buil dings and shelters were children in many cases , 

poorly clothed and clear ly showing signs of mal nutrition, ~ometimes 

dirty and unkempt, being led through some o:f! the driest an a. most un­

r elated- to- living- book rea.tter imaginable by conscientious but poorl y 

prepared, usually,col orless , unawakened girl s and women called 

teachers. 

As Mr. and. Mrs. Simon left t ue schools and. £E4ked. about the 

communities,"fhey observed the homes of the children. These were run-
l r 

down , usually unpainted, leaky, dismal affairs with the nier~t. 



- 2-

makeshifts of shelters for toilets , >arns, cribs , and plO\v and tool 

sheds scattered about in the yards. 

There is certainly a need for something in these comrr.unities. 

11",'hat is it? 11 , they asked themselves. They thought a.nd thought . "At 

least , 11 they rensonE"d., "There must be some way to find out something 

to help the situation. 11 

The Simons decided to live in a com.unity and become as much 

a part of it as they could and just see what they could see and do. 

They dld this . They selected a ~ypical rural community and lived in 

it. Through living in it and ¼1th it they began to know the com-

munity people-- wh:im and colored. They learned much about the school, 

the teacher, the children and the parents--theif' tr~d1 tionr , custo11s , 

work, pleasures and sorrows. They began to see how the Negro Rural 

school even more tha..~ some other schools is a resultant of many 

economic ana sociological factors . They saw how the economic statue 

of blacks and whi tea definitely influenced the type of school, :1ow 

the Negro church helped mold school policies and how t he general 

standard of the people served to hold the school where it is . I nside 

the school, nfter noting physical discomforts of the classroom they 

were most concerned about the lack of comprehension and other things in 

the pupils ' readin..., . The Simons wondered how pupils would learn other 

content subjects if they could not read, ~ow they would establish con­

tact \TI.th the world' s store of written ma~ter, certainly one of the ways 

of becoming educated. Another alarming feature was the poor health 

practices of the pupils and adults. Public and household sanitation were 

poorly practiced and personal cleMliness of pupils le!t muoh-to be 

desired, in spite of lessons 11 learned11 in physiolog* 1fP.d hyEiene classta. 
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Children and teachers alike were asleep to the great possibilities 

life about theu offered to help them learn and a l so how the things they 

learned could help them interpret and enjoy life. 

And yet as the Simons began to know the boys nnd girls and as the 

boys and girls began to know t hem, hope came as they saw how quickly 

the children and the parents responded to somP-thing vital and fresh 

in their midst. Quite unobtrusively the chil:iren were stimulated and 

their responses were irr.mediate and bright. It was interesting to see 

them when the realization burst upon them that what they were studying 

in school was relo.ted to their toilsome lives and that it could al so 

help them in the solution of the little problems they met daily. 

As the Simons lived and worked 6n with the com unity they began to 

realize tha~ something c0uld be done for rural com ,unities. They 

could be awakened, the schools could pulse with life , and livin~ in 

typical Negro rural settlements could be improved. They caught the 

vision of an enriched rural life. But how practical or practic~ble it 

was or just how it could be obtained was the proble~. 
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II . A PLA11 FOR l A.KING SOA'ETHII G OF THE VISION 

~:.r. and Mrs . Simon, after living in their chosen community 

for Rome tir.e, left and observed rural school and community life at 

other pl::ces in the Unitea States and abroad. They also conferred 

with educators , sociol ogists , people interested in public heRlth, 

members of state departments of education and with leaders in other 

fields . These peopl e all agreed v1i th the Simons that so:nething 

needed to be done about the r ural situation. 

I n the fall of 1934 several people were invi ted to a confer­

ence at the Rosenwald Fund headquarters in Chicago. The person~el 

of this body was divided into two groups. One group ~alled coun­

selors was composed of some of the leading educators from outstand­

ing universities in the country; of widely experienced members of 

boards ar funds ; of members of state departments of education; 

and of other key peopl e. The other group c ,lled expl orers had in 

it young graduates fresh from college with their inexperienced but 

vigorous and whol esome zest for tackling life problems ; and also 

others v:ho hc.d had some years of ex_perience in o~,,..tain fields of 

education but had kept and developed the innate vim so that it was 

more mature and a little more wary perhaps but still a zest for 

living and t~ckling the ~roblems of adjustment . 

And so this group met in conference at Chicago. Rural educa­

tion and co lillUni ty life were discussed. The various opinions ex­

pressed ~ere stimulating to the thinking of those present and all 

were strongly impressed with t h e facts , that the South 1s still 

definitely a rural a gr i cultural section; seco1d, that the larlse 

number of peopl e makihg up the base of this: rural:7 ~tructure are the 
FI 

Negro and poor white tenant farmers and day labot1}s ; third, ; hat 



education for rural people can and shoulc_ be more effective in 

helping them get the most out of l i fe . Of course the last point 

was the one conference members were most interested in. It is also 

the one the explorers kept constantly in mind as they went to various 

pl~ces in Southern states to do just as the name implled- - to explore. 

The general plan adopted by the conference was that the 

explorers would be sort of pa~ticipating observers who woul d record 

their observations and also make verbal reports at later conferences 

so that the counselor s , who would also visit the sout hern situations 

when possi ble , misht discuss the findings and reports with the 

explorers and among themselves. These connselors gradually, with the 

help of all, would evol ve con1e suggestions and maybe some machinery 

fot helping rural schools to serve their people better. 

Red Oak Rural Sc}ool eommunity was chosen as one of the 

places to be explored and experimented with. This is a write- up 

of a brief survey of Read Oak Community and some of the experiences 

in working with the people in school, chur~h, and general community 

life which Mrs . Cannon and. I had as we- - two of the exp'lorers- -

worJred in this conL"ilU.ni ty, chosen as one of the fields for observation 

and experimentation. 
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III . THE SET- UP 

The Red Oak School was o. typical two- teacher rural school in a 

fairly typical rural commun1 ) , of Henry Count· , Georgia. It is 

twenty IBiles from the city of Atlanta, three ~ilea from the village 

of Stockbridge , and seven miles from Jonesboro. Through the State 

Supervisor of Negro Education , the consent of thehounty superinten­

dent , and of the county board of educetion was obtained to use Red 

Oak as a Rosenwald experimental school. 

The school would still serve the community an county hence 

the county still paid the teachers • salariea it would have paid 

ordinarily. The teachers made the usual monthly and annual school 

reports. The school ' s opening and closing hour were the same as 

those generally used throughout the county. 

What we taught , ho,1 we taught , text books used and other 

curriculum matters were left to us by the county so that we might 

exoeriment along these lines. This left us free to do whatever 

we saw was needed for the school , 1ome~ , church and thus for the 

com: ,unity. 

After we looked for a boarding pl ace in the community for t~o 

of us and found it impossible to locate a suitable o~e , the Fund 

was instrumental in getting the county to have a teachers ' cottage 

built with labor paid by the F. E. A. The cotta e was ~eady 

for -occupancy '?y the second yee.r of the e;~periment. The teachers 

paid rent to the county every month. This money was to be used as 

a fund which is to keep up necessary repairs . 
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IV. THE co~~mNITY - A BRIEF SURVEY 

INDUSTRIES 

Fer~in~. While there is come diversified farming in Red Oak 

cor.ununi ty, Jet is is predominantly a cotton commun1 y , "';hat i~ , 

cotton is otill the ~ain money crop. However, corn, whert , nnd soy 

beans are sometimes raised and exchanged for commodities or sol d 

for cash. Red Oak is twenty miles from Atlanta--near enough for 

peddling to be remunerative. I.ilk, butter, eges , chickeng , rabbits , 

squirrels, opossums , vegetables, charcoal, 'l{indling, and 11 cord11 wood 

are carried into Atl nta and sold from house to house . l'ost of the 

time one or two men take all the produce to town and peddle for the 

whole community. Uerchants in the nearby stores of Stockbridge will. 

accept most of these things also in exchange for groceries . 

DairyinR• One of the landowners of the community at one time had 

a l arge dairy and many of the people worked in and around this dai1y 

so that they know something about how a dairy is run and some of 

them made quite a good living at the work. 

Orchard planting. This same landowner at one time had an 

experienced ~urseryman to cone and pla1t ~scientifically, a good 

orchc.rd. Several people of the community worked ~1th this expert so 

that they kno·" how to do grafting, budding , and transpl anting. 

Flower Ib.isin~. The interests of this landowner are now centered 

in raising f l owers to sell in At lanta. A few of the conurrunity peopl e 

work at the trade and learn how to pln + , transplant , ryrune , tend and 

gather flowers for market. 

Quarrying. Some th1•ee or four miles away ·r;rhich 

furnishes work for many of the men of Red Ouk. The but 

the work 1s quite hard and sometimes dangerous and unhealtpy. 



11Public 11 Works. ?.~ny of the men at some time or other have 

gone to Atlanta or other nearby places and done v:ha.t they call "public 11 

work vrhich usuo.lly means workine; on highways. 

!~scellaneous. The young ~en of the community ~ay also l eave 

for nearby places and do a variety of kinds of Jobs such as those 'Vi th 

railroac...s , sawmills , f1111ne stations, c.1.nd construction jobs. 

The people who work at distant places usually give a little 

financial help to their people at Red Oak. Many com1mte whenever 

possible and most of them come be.ck home to 11 ve at the first ooportuni 171 . 

The industries have not only furnished means of liveliP~od but 

they have also influenced the thinking and mode of living of the people. 

SOCI L ECONO. Y 

Just as in other communities certain degrees of independence 

are denoted by the way families conduct their house~old economies , so it 

is in our group . In the Red Oak community vre have day laborers , share­

cropper~ , renters and landowners. 

DaJ Laborers. The day laborer is not bound to a landlord but he 

is less secure than all classes and usually has to adopt a very poor 

standard of 11 ving. !!est day la.borers get work seasonally and there is 

no assurance of fuel and food through the periods of unemployment . 

Share- Croppers. The sliare- croppers are more secure and also more 

bound. Two groups are share- croppers in Red Oak. One is called a 

share- cropper on halves and the other is called a third- and fourth­

share- cropper. Those i·ho share crop on halves agree to give h,,lf of 
"' .. ~ 

their crops to the land.lord; the landlord furnishes the tenant Astock, 

implements , seeds , fertilizer , and a house to 1.ive in. ))uring the 1·1eanu 

times the l andlord may furnish the tenant !a.o_d ana t 2lothing. He takes the 

estiwe.ted cost of these supplies out of the tenant ~n ~hare of ~e crops 
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at harvest time. This tends to keep the share- cropper on halves con­

t i nually indebted to his landlord. 

The third- and- fourth-sharecDopper is not as mnch a sharecropper as a 

renter who pays with produce he raises. The third- and- fourth s h~re­

cropper furnishes his own mules , fertilizer, seeds and i::nol e~ents ; the 

landl ord furnishes him a house and the land. At the harvest of the crop 

the landlord gets one third of the corn and one fourth of the cotton. 

Renter. The renter (called 11 standing11 renter) usually pays his 

rent in cash. He pays by the year. 

Landowner. The landowners are like landowners elsewhere . They are 

the most independent group . They are also the most responsible . They 

have shouldered the responsibilities of making their farms pay. They 

survive or perish, as landowners , on their merit, thrift , hard work 

and good luck. 

Rea Oak Con~unity _Anal~sis . In one of our soci a l studies classes, 

the upoer grades made a survey of our community. Of the seventeen 

famili es surveyed, two belong to the day laborer group ; six to the share­

cropper (2 share on halves e.nd 4- are third and fourth share- croppers); 

five belong to the renter group; md four are landovmers . 

The average size of Red Oak famili es is about eight. The number of 

rooms of the dwelling bouses ranges from two to seven with the largest 

number of families living in four and five houses . With one or two 

exceptions, the families have at least one co1v. rtany raise wheat and all 

raise corn and cotton with the exception of the day laborers . The wheat 

raised is sometimes ground at a mill in the community and used by the 

family but it is more often sold for cP.sh because t housewives do not 

like to cook with the home- made flour as much as th o 11 se-1f risini 

flour. 11 Most of the corn is used for feeding of st~l!k and _, for me.kinf 
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meal for the family. 11 Home- made 11 meal is, contrary to 11home- made 11 

flour, rather h~ghly pri zed. 

From the survey we also noticed that according to the numbers 

in the famil es not one family raises enough hogs to supply itself 

with meat throughout the year. The meat raised lasts only a short 

tine . The meat is gone just about the time the small supnly of home­

made sorghum syrup gives out . Sweet potatoes and peanuts 0·" 1 t has 

been a favorable year for these cro?s ) my last a little longer . 

But just ebout the lest of February and the first of !!arch is the 

11 lean season; 11 referred to above. Thrifty famili es may have dried p:eas 

and butter beans (limo. beans) or some canned vegetables and fruits to 

fall back on . Ordinari l y, ho ever, this is the ti~e largest bills 

n1·e made at the stores. There j;s 11 ttle or no work to be ho.d because 

it is too late for work on l ast year ' s crops and too early for wo~k 

on this yeer 1 s , so things are usually bought on credi t f rom then on 

until thA ~ardens beg1n to yiel d. Of course these ti~es a.re not as 
._, 11 

l ean witl:Jf•mili cs as with some. As will be remembered in the discus-

sion about the indu tries of our co .. :mun i ty , many of the young men \'"">rk 
and 

in tlant~/at the necrby quarry at fairly steady work and give some 

support to t1eir families . 

OTHER SOCIAL FACTORS 

Race Relations. Only one white landowner lived in the comrr,uni ty 

when ;e ste.rted our expPriment (one has moved in quite recently) . One 

of the absentee landovmers was quite unfavorable , to say the least , in 

his attitude toward Negroes . The other absentee landowners seemed 

bev.rable . The one lendo~ner who had livea in the coMil.n1ty for some 

time is kindly dispose~ . She eave the la.nQ for the/JrlQpool ana ~hurch. 

She is a very positive and wholesome influence affionlli;the Jegroee of ttie 

community. 
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Negroes and the land. An observation interesting to me was that 

thoueh others may own the la~d, the Negro~s have lived here and near 

here so long that they actually love the land and feel that they o\m 

it. Some have lived here on one or more 11pla.ces 11 in Red Oak for 

three or four generaltions . The house or farm does not ~atter so 

much. They ~ove from one farm to another but they love Red Oak. It 

really is theirs in a sense. They know the characteristics of plots 

of ground on practically any pl.~ce in the community. Even th chil°Ten 

ca!l tell what bottom or whc.t hillEJide procuces diffe!'ent crops best. 

They know the vroods, the pastures , the lanes and the roads . I t is 

as if the land belonged to them 11by right of toil and by right of love. 11 

J. t is interesting to note that they stay i"ith the la!ld. To p:i.raphrase 

from e. well known peen., "Landlords may go ana. landlords may come but 

with the land they stay on rere forever. 11 

The pull of the city. I t is also noticeable in this connection 

that the city does not lways pull the boys and girls a-riay from Red 

Oak. Of course there are some who go to the cities and stay but many 

do not. I have seen several young men who h.ad good Jobs in Atl4nta 

come back as soon as good paying work opened up at Red Oak. Some 

who work in town commute daily rather than live in Atlanta. ~o many 

of theL, some of the custom:1 of city life are bewilu.cring and baffling. 

Family Skeletons. There seems to be hardly a family but has 

among its skeletons an illegitimate child or a 11 shot- gun 11 wedding as 

the forced marriages are sometimes called. When such a condition of 

affairs becomes known in a family the first effect noticed seems to 

be a definite depression that co~es ov.e~ the famiy as a f--ew aickly 

feverish efforts are made to belie or change fac~. Soon, ~oweverJ 
/. !~ 

'Ii. /J the fa.11ily bolsters up but 'the poor girl is not s1~JriJ at us'..lal Jµblic 
., 

af:fairs fo1• a period_ of time. After the~llegi t:tmate o'aby is born 
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the family bolsters up still more at church and other public 

gatherings and will even talk about the baby. One never knows how 

these people with hurt pride feel unless they tell you of their O\'m 

accord about their heartaches ana tears . The unmarried mother is 

usually quite uncommunicative even with her own family. The 

whole family , especially the unmarried mother, is ashamed and 
-11,e'{ 

embar assed l)Ut,1bear it with an air which seems to say, 11Well it ' s 

happened ... What ' s to be done abo1it it but to live on? 11 They accept 

things and adjust themselves and soon the ripple passes over. After 

so long the girl goes o~t again. The baby is loved by the family 

and co ununity. Its place is never disputed in the community. The 

mother usually r.1arries sometime after and carries the 11 outside 11 

child right along with her unless her family has grown too attached 

to it to give it up. 

~•Courting Laws. 11 All of this is prevalent in the community 

despite the very definite laws in each family regulating when girls 

may "court11 and when boys are grown. I n most families boys are 

considered grown from 1$ to 21. It is very definitely understood 

that until a boy is grown or married, he is supposed to obey his 

parents or he may be whi1ped. Girls are allowed to receive company 

at ages ranging from fourteen to sixteen. 

Di-•inking. As in most other comrnuni ties the mother and s1. ster 

are the pleaders for the men- folk to let liquor alone. The reason 

they plead for this seems to be because o~ the trouble it may briru 

the boys nnd men by c~using car wrecks and fights . They seem to ~Qve 

no special abhorence to drunkenness as ~uch. As lone as the men 

stay at ho:ne ana. do not 11 raise a rough house 11 w~,,f them the women 
r 

tolerate the drunkenness and sometimes relate , ~j~h h~ nor, sJ~e of 

the silly things 11 Paw11 does when on a spree. However1 no moth~r who 
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has expressed herself to me seems to find any fun in having her son get 

drunk. .~others bitterly oppose boys even tasting liquor. 

Frolics. But though the parents admonish, still the young people 

go ria.1ng in cars ; they get drunk; and they e:o to II frolics . 11 A 

frolic is a dance usually i ven at some one I s house. Irusic io usually 

furnished by a man who makes an ordinary ten- cent harp fairly talk. The 

rhythm o • the music is accentuated by the patting of feet and clapping 

of hands of onlookers. From talk of pupils I judge that variations 

of whatever dance city dwellers are raving over at the time are 

interspersed with noisy buck dancing and the like. The pillars of the 

church and trustees and the highly respected membership of the com­

munity do not attend frolics as a rule but the IBore or less 11wild11 

young people , and the sinners and near-sinners among the middle-aged 

people frequent such entertainments. Quite of~en disputes , fights and 

even killings occur. These affairs are quite different 1rom church 

suppers, concerts and entertainIBents. The person at whose house the 

paety is given usually makes the money for his personal use . (Instead 

of a house-rent party familiar in urban centers we have grocery part1 ! ) 

Bootlegging Underworld. Any child in the co~munity could tell you 

where liquor may be procured in the community. There were two or three 

bnotleg stills about in the woods of Red Oak at almost any time. Several 

raids have been made on them by revenue officers. The fathers of some 

of the families h"ve served sentences for working at these stills. One 

father was scalded to death at one of these stills. The 11people 11 

operating the still paid the hospital none of the 

people at P.ed Oak ever seemed to know just ..who rJ~i},Y pai~. It 1s 

said that well- to- do people in Atlanta who never f¢v.~ know where the 
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ot111 is , 'inn.nee 1ts operation. ?~uch of the current lore of the 

co::nmun1ty consists of tales told about the dramatic escapades of Red 

Oak' a 11underworld11 workers at the still. 

Modern Questioninr.t Attitude. Just as in urban and village centers 

the modern questioning attitude has crept through to the masses so in 

rural centers it seems to be ev1dentalso. I t may not be evident to the 

same degree or about the same things as in the cities but the question­

ing attitude is surely arrivin . In the presence of preachers and 

teachers , these people are deferential and courteous but the old way of 

taking any and everything said by these leaders as II gospel II is fast 

gi v1ng \Yay to the neVI questioning attitude. The preacher who puts 

audiences all a- tremble wlth dramatic nois es and nothing else must 

expect many of the young and old now to realize and let him know, oone~ 

or later that they realize that he is ballyhooing. In similar mnnner 

some analyze Biblical sayings for~erly taken literally. They now con­

clude that these are parable sayings. 

This seeping through of modern questioning 

attitude 1s also loosening the hold tlut ouperstitions held over the 

people. Actions may be influenced by recalling the old superstitions 

sometimes but I h ve heard many of them say they do net think there is 

much connection between the black cat, fo~ instance, and th accident 

heppening ten miles away. The people are still a littl e hesitant about 

saying righ~ out , that they do not believe a ld superstitions and beliefs 

but they are at least beginning to question them ana to even try them 

out expe~imentally. 

HEALTH 
I 

A general statement a.bout the healt h of this e6rnhi•mity 1 s people 
l ; 

should ~ndicate that while there are no out-standing widesprea-d:--defects 
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yet h alth in this community 1s qu1tynegat1ve something. To explain, 

there mny be no great suffering from one or more diseases from too 

poor nutrition, or from too infested a water supp~y, but there cer­

tainly is no abounding positive condition brought about by splendid 

nutritio1, really pure water supply, good housing conditlonR , etc. 

There ls n!l.lch need of improvement ln heal th conditions 1n Red Oak. 

Diseases . There does not seem to be any one disease especially 

prevalent either among the children or adults eY.cept common colds . 

From the physical examinations _iven the children by a doctor, we 

found that many of them have enlarged tonsils , u. few infected ones and 

most of them have a dondition of the eyes , nose , ~nd throat brought 

about by the cons tant recurrence of head colds . .No other abno!.·mal 

cond.i.tion was noticed cenerally a.1nong the school child:f\en. One eight­

year old girl was found to need attention given to her thyroid gland 

secretion. The doctors prescription fot the condltton was filla'.i. 

and a definite improvement noted. Several of the women affer from what 

they call 11 :fema:Je trouble" wh1.ch leads to the belief that social 

diseases are present even though there are no outs~anding cases of 

1nv~l1d.1sm which show definite signs of being victims of these 

diseases . Medical treatment for any ailment is an expens ive item 

for Red Oak people and quite often 1t is very inefficient. If it has 

been ::."'aining or snowing and the doctor thinks the roads v:ill be too 

bod, 1eople cannot get a doctor to make the trip. Even ,1ben a doctor 

does !!lakP the trip it costs the people so much that a doctor' s visit 

is a ra1·e thing. Howev, ..... , .;ome do have doctor ' s v~sits made ,o then:. 

The older infirm members of the community sit abo~, and ail from weik 

to ;week and finally take to Hany of 

them seem to suffer from high blood pre.s.suxe , dlabet-fs, and eondi~ions 



brought about by over acidity of the blood. According to diagnosis 

of physicians deo.the have occurred in the community fr·om dropsy, '-ieart 

trouble, child birth, ~n luenza, pneumon ·.a , chronic a:ppendlc:l tin , 

tuberculos1~ , cancer and accidents . 

Foods. Ver y few children or adults were observed to show symptoms 

of diseases of malnutrition. From visits to the homes and from obser­

vations of the school lunches we could see that many children had 

unbal anced and even scanty diets ~hrough much of the school term period. 

In trying to decide hoi7 children managed to stay so robust and strong in 

spite of this limi tation it occurred to ~e that the superabundance of 

f~esh fruits and vegetables in their summer and fall diets munt have 

supplied them with 11 extra v1timins 11 i7hich tided them over the dry food 

period of the winter months . Most o! them also have milk, butter, eg ... , 

and fresh meat now and then. Through our surveys in class and our co~­

pilation "Earning a Living at Red Oak" we found that some of the main 

foods pui,chased, besides the stapl es, a·~e : almon, ca.bba.'"e, cheese and 

fresh fish. We took vot s 1 in school~on the foods the community folk 

liked best. In the regular school ,with children, c'teese and fried fish 

won. !n the night school,with the adults , mite c~bbage and fried fish 

won. It was interesting to note that fried chicken was liked but v:as 

nothing for them to get excited ~bout but beef , which is scarce in rural 

comn;un1 ties , was a close runner-up of f'r1 e el fish for the adults and the 

children. From conversations and surve1s we found that the diet wes much 

too loaded with carbb hydrate~ (Qread, syrup , car~ , pies)and protein ( Qat) , 

and too scarce in mineral 1natter- and vi timina . 

Drinking 'Vliter. The drinking water used is from surface wells and 

springs. A ... this ic a rocky region, both on the 

ground, the v•ella for many families had to be dug hl ' 
w ~re ro~ks ould be 
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avoided. However many of the wells have been dynam1 ted through layers 

of rock. In surveying the homes, few instances were found where 

according to the situation of the well~ , there was much danger of 

pollution of the water. The barnyard and outhouses a.re not customarily 

buil t near each other in this community. Taking an average for the 

whole comr.;.unity, the water supplies are not convenient for the families 

as could be desired. Yet they are not as far from the houses as they 

are in some comnnmi ties. J.~ost of the families make efforts to keep 

their clothes, houses , dishes and themselves clean but water is not 

used as freely as it ought to be. ~uite naturally , those whose duty it 

is to bring water to the houses see to it that a bucket of witter goes 

as fur and aa long as possible. 

Out houses. Most of the toilets \7ere unsanitary and poorly con­

structed. One family rebuilt its toilet and model ed it after the 

school toil et after we built sanitary toilets on the school grounds. 

The houses of the barnyard on the farms are dil api dated a •dbecauoe of 

the poor state of repair seem to be quit e inadequate to. shelter anything 

from incl ement weather. 

Houses . The houses are generally run down. They are unpainted 

leaking structures with ~ere and there a glans window pane but more 

often with paste boards , rags or boards in the sashes and quite often 

no window sashes at Rll--just the hinged wooden shutters swinging 

heavily to and from the v:indow openln . Here and :there are windows that 

have been screened but there ie not one house for our people tmt has 

been completely screened. Very few of the houses have ever had any 

paint on them. They are that d8~~ , drab, inde~cr1babl~, weather- beatef 

color. They are in poor state of repair genernll y , nd few, if any, ~r~ 

comfortable in the Tiinter time. The fi""8 laces g1 ta litt e heat 
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which is quickly spread out to nothing in the cold draft y rooms. Very 

few rooms are ceiled in most of the homes. Practic?.7lv every home 

has a 11 best room" which holds the household' s cherished fineries , 

such as vases; paper flowers, crocheted spre~ds and tqble covers ; 

rockers; rugs ; dolls or tre poorly done statuettes won at carnivals 

or circuses. The older girls usually occupy the best room. The 

boys ' room is uaually off from the kitchen. The parents • room quite 

often has more than one bed and some of the children sleep in the room 

with the father and mother. Some homes have dining rooms but from 

observation on days hot lunches V'ere servec. at school we noticed that 

very few have adequate dishes , utensils or cutlery for cooking And 

table use. 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

ThE\church building was a large structure badly in need of repairs. 

It was leaky and damp ana. the tv10 small stoves did not udequair hp beat 

it because the ceiling was too high. A pastor before our time had hacl 

the church t o raise the ceiling so thnt his voice could resound through 

the church. He told the members that a low ceiling was bad on his 

throat. The membership of the church hn.d dwindled much. Even all the 

names on the list then were not active. W.any church feuds and 

unrespected pastors had weake~ed the church' s hold in the community. 

The school house was the typical two- teacher Rosenwald school 

buildirg . There were the two classrooms with their adjoining cloak­

rooms and the one room used for industries and wh::tt not . \Vhen we 

arrived the building was >oorly celled with beaver, boarding. It was 

very uncomfortable and drafty. The windows were~\"\ a fair state 

L{ of repair. The outhouses were run- dov.-n 7 unsani ta:& ?tiff airs.· There 11as 
JI Jf 

no well ~n the premises. There were no- trees· a~bber-Y---~n the-
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grounds and no definite walk or driveway to the school house . 

It was the typical run- down rural school house found in many 

communities of the South. 



- 20-

Getting started 

Since there were two of us working in this community, the first 

thing for us to do was to get together and di scuss what each thought 

our objectives should be and how \1e might go about attain 1 ng these 

aims. We realized that new ones would present themselves to us and 

that we might discard others and alter some but we knew we needed 

to have some goal toward which we might work. We decided that 

there w.ould be other more specific aims but felt that the main ob­

jective would be the enrichment of rural life through our work with 

the school and our particiuation in church and other community ac­

tivities. Our experiment , then, would be to discover some of the 

ways this could be done through the curriculum content and community 

activity. We met the people in church and at several of the homes. 

We talked to key men and women anc:. we asked that a trustee meeting 

be called. The people had heard that there would ·oe something dif­

ferent in their school set- up ; so they were quite curious. Hence, 

at the meeting called by the trustees ther e was quite a crowd. We, 

explaining that \7e would be their teachers for the next term, asked 

their cooperation in proving to themselves as well as to us and 

others thnt rural life could be made interesting and worthwhile. We 

explained further that we might not do everything just the way they 

had been used to having it done. We brought forth much assenting 

when we told them that there was no reason why school, church, and 

community activities should stay in the horse- and- buggy stage when 

travel , communication and manufacturing-had ad ' oed so muon . They 

v 
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could easily i.mderstand that great changes had been made in those 

above mentioned fields . We asked them if they did not think life 

of the rural school, church, home and community should not advance 

and if it would not require different methods from those used years 

ago . 

Thus we began building a fotmdation in their minds so they 

would have s ome means of i.mderstanding chanres we might make. :Ve 

also told them of some of the plans we had in ·mind, such as ceiling the 

school house, helping them get the church in better state of repair 

and encouraging community activities . The trustees and patrons were 

asked to decide on the time best suited for school opening days. 

They were urged to even make sacrifices to send their children to 

sc11ool and. to keep them there. After the ouening day was decided 

upon1a general clean- up day was apDoi~ted before the opening day . 

The men were asked to bring tools for cutting grass, clearning the 

walk-way, and making a few repairs. The women ,vere asked to come 

and help \itn the work and also to bring dinner for the men. It was 

ever kept before them that cooperation would be necessary if anything 

was to be accomplished. 

Our next step was to find out as much about the c-ommuni ty as 

possible before school began. We therefore, attended Stmday school 

and church, visited homes, talked with key men and women, talked to 

the children. At the clean- up day meet we worked along with the 

p rople who crone, talkinE; as we worked and also listening to them 

talk. We gradually discovered who the leaders were, who the depend­

aole members were, and who the mere promise-makyrs were . 

In time, we cleared off the yard ana. renof~,:;ed, the sc~1ool hoµse , 
vnr 

~ 



- 22-

tacking up some of the torn beaver boarding, putting in window- panes , 

washing the \'lindows Ana. thus prepared for our ouening day . 

IM THE CLASSROOM 

Changing from old to new . Mrs . Cannon and I decided that 

pupils and parents alike would be much more coopera~ive if we made 

c.uanges gradually and after the people had developed faith in us . 

Hence, vrn did not make drastic changes at once . For instance, we 

die. not aoruptly stop them when they rushed into line for a class 

or when at the end of a lesson they so meticulously started off 

with first puo11 , 11 0ne I one" ; second pupil, "two I two 11 and so on 

until each member of the cla.ss ha.d given a succeeding Roman numeral . 

After a week or so, puoils were told that they might remain seated 

if they desired, for reading or that they might stand. 

once or twice tney may have been told that they dia. not have to 

say the Roman numerc1l s . Soon they ceased to ca.11 tnem off after 

class work. Other customs were thus gradually changed also. Vie be­

gan letting the children use the text books somewhat as they were ac­

customed to do. Gradually but surely and very definitely we used the 

books less and less as textbooks and used them more as research 

material . 

Using Assembly period. ~e recognized the need of acquainting all 

the puoils Wi t.h. certain ideas and of buil ding a certain pride in them 

so that they might refrain from some practices end al so form other 

new ones . !lrs. Cannon and I decided that our assembly neriods would 

be valuable for this . We therefore ca r efully pla.nned some of the 

things we hoped to get across during our as£embly neriods . We also 

divided the resnonsibility for the mornings or weeks among ourselves . ,,.-
j ., 
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Thus, we had a definite plan and purnose for these periods. We 

tvl'\" 

talked , sometimes the pupils particinated; and there were some periods 

set aside for ap-oreciations. Practically all rural children are 

accustomed to giving Bi ole verses at morning exercises. We encou­

raged this but urged pupils to learn new ones . ·we banned certain 

over- worked verses such as, "Jesus wept ; 11 11God is love; 11 and II Thou 

snal t not steal. 11 We paid special attention to the manner of saying 

the verses. Pt1pils were urged to take their time and speak the words 

distinctly. Some of the matters we, the teacners, discussed with 

the children at these exercises were : heal th practices, such as eat­

ing properly, dressing properly , keening clean and neat ; personality 

and character development, discussing such tonics as voice, posture , 

kind of ~~lk (stop shufflinc along) general physical and mental 

heal th, honesty , reliability and initiative ; v""hat obscene writing and 

talking indicated about -oeopl e ; care a.nd use of outhouses ; the use of . -- - - -- - .;,_-~~- --
recess periocis ; how to act in -oublic -olaces such as meeting s , Sunday 

school and church (tinDing in and out, Ritting so that everyone does 

not have to stumble all over one to get to a seat, not cheWing g um 

vociferously in public nor talking too loudly when others are talking) . 

In connection with the last matter we arranged dramatizations showing 

the right Tiay to do . We also compli mented nupils who we observed 

moved about in the school or church more quietly than before. i7e 

also discussed news events at our assembly exercises. We used all 

the avenues we thought of to tie up the news events with knowledge 

the pupils al1·eady had so that they would acqui r e the habit of read­

ing and understanding 1 somewhct, the daily newspapers (a newst)aper 

came to us daily and we shared it \<Yi tn th-e pupit,i . I recall two 

happenings the pupils followed with interest an~iJrt ,o which eemed 
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to interest them in learning more about countries and continents 

they had not known existed. These two events were the Italian 

acquisition of Ethiopia and the abdication of the _~1 rone by King 

Edv,-a.rd of Englana. We mana3ed to work the interest uo to such a pitch 

that some of t.ne pupils actually looked for the next developments 

eagerly as most people follo,, the comic strip series. After we ob­

tained our battery radio set, the rhole school listened to one or 

two very important speeches. They also kept up with g ubornetorial 

election developments . Quite often events occurred in the comnnmity 

whicn could work for good or bad influence according to the interpre­

tation the people ma.de. Assembly periais were used to try to noint 

out interpretations which might turn these events into helping factors. 

I think the periods all of us enjoyed most were those devoted to de­

veloping apnreciations . At these exercises we used the Victrola, the 

piano, and group singing to demonstrate types of music and some char­

acteristic of each tyne. We also conducted exercises a1nung at having 

the pupils use various parts of the body to express ideas . We noticed 

how inexperienced they could be sometimes. We asked them to smile 

if an idea made them happy or to frown if it made them angry . T'le 

played music ana. asked them to do w1 th their hands, feet or body wha.t 

the music made them want to do. T'ne teachers did not g et to observe 

the most free and natural of these results because those were forth­

coming only when our backs were turned to the pupils . Those we did 

see were quite interesting, .t1owever. Often the teachers read poetry 

and the pupils read their favorite noems or prose selection. In 

connection with one Negro History week celebration, a C'ontest for 

original poems and stories was conducted . Thes , re read at asse 
j 

exercises as well as in the class periods. Pun _ also read papers 
"' 
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or made reports on materials read at some of t h e morning sessions. 

Health. We as teach ers and supervisors had seen many puuils 

studying physiology and hyginene and other heal th books, yet, we 

observed they were still nracticing quite tmheal thy habits. Our 

aim in our health- work was to get t h em to practicinr, health habits 

so that the tmhealthy way was annoying to them. We decided that the 

best ~~y to do this was to g ive them opuortunities to live health­

fully in school then do follow- up work to encourage the practice in 

the homes and church . One of the first steps in this part of our 

program was to .filg ~ well on the place so that wat~r would be so 

near that we would n ot mind using it freely . After several trustee­

and-patrons meetings we finally got the well . We had a clean- up­

corner for the young children and a tidying-nook for the larger pupils, 

who were encouraged to wash their hands whenever they needed washing . 

Many of the pupils ca.me to school early in the morning s and used the 

clean-up corner to g reat advantage before school opened, often helping 

each other. After the teach ers had directed their attention to points 

they should notice a.bout themselves, they helped each other to check 

up on the good. and bad noints. The larger girls would fix each other's 

hair, hide the safety pins which showed or sew up torn places. The 

you.~ger ones would help each other part the hair, fix the tie, or 

straighten out overall straps. The large boys helped each other also 

with their ties, coat collars, and shirt fronts. 

Another phase of henl th- work we practiced d!S effort at trying 

to influence the diet of the community through the children. This 

was limited because there 

contributions of suoplies 

However, we did se1~e hot 

,vas no money wi tl~ whicl1 to buy food and 

from the p eopl-e v;ere 6ep-essarily neagre. 
ti~ 

cocoa and hot soup onh.W or twice. The 



pupils in the upner grade room made one or two salads and some 

cottage cheese when their study lead to consideration of such 

foods . We planted a school garden and some pupi 1 s were given 

vegetables to.carry home. 

The teachers made viRits to all the homes a:rrl one day the 

.§Q.1)...Q.Q.l .lad& a visit to the homes to see how well the pupils had 

put into practice the health lessons they had learned at school . We 

went to the homes to v:hicn we were invited. The walk was Quite tirirg 

to the teacher but visiting meant so much to the families that she 

felt well repaid. Too, we went on the trip looking for sanitary 

privies, clean houses and good , well- arranged water supply. The 

pupils in each home were to tell just the part they played in pre­

paring the home for this inspection. The parents corroborated the 

pupils claim and were aui te proud to have their homes visited es­

pecially as they were complimented for cooperating well in helping 

the program for commtmi ty betterment . In this connection the school 

newspaper was of value. The families were just as happy over seeing 

their names in the Red Oak News as people generally are about favor­

able publicity. This caused others to try the same thinss and in­

vite us later. Even Red Oak co·J.ld be given the fever of "Keening up 

with the Joneses. 11 

In connection with these practical things we also taught some 

theory, recognizing that there are certain facts wnich must oe known 

about health if one is to practice healthful living intelligently, 

yet we tried to make _practice the keynote of our heal th work. 
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ReadinQ". As is generally recognized in any school program 

reading is the basic subject . • It did not take us long to find out 

that at Red oak there wa.s great need for at ten ti on to reading and 

exnecially remedial reading . As is generally true of southern scnools, 

the pupils were retarded in alJ. fields because they were poor readers. 

We felt that if we could impr·ove their reading \Ve could improve 

achievement in other subject mati;er fields . At first we did not 

knm1 the actual mental abilities of the pupils. Later, ho\Vever, Mr-• . 

Whiting from Atlanta University came out and directed a class in 

tests and measurements in admi ri.ietering intelligence and achievement 

tests . We found we had an average g roup of Negro boys and girls in 

intelligence, though their achievement scores were auite low. Since 

we had a group r7i th average intelligence, we believed the retarda­

tion must have been due to some cause other than ability . The 

pupils were slow, blmidering reacers who understood little they 

read, mispronounced ,nany words and did not even k,now many of the 

~ords they should have known. Their difficulties were analyzed as 

due to meagre and limited life experiences, use of too hard reading 

matter, seneral scarcity of reading matter, and lack of motive or 

abiding interest in reading to gain information. I t seemed that 

it had never dawned on any of them that reading could oe useful to 

them in solving their present needs. They· were interested. in it 

only as they advanced so many pages in a book. They had oeen led 

to believe that 11how far they went in a book 11 was a worthy measure-
. '\Nh,di To 

ment of reading skill. After noting these difficul tt es , neeaJbe 
" 

overcome in our reading nrograJ , we decid-ed that t11ere were severp.l 

things we \'Y\ "' <b-+ do . First, we planned to z]V,ich the exoeri ence 
l1i 

of the pupils ; next to make avail ab le an abmidffifiJe of simple and 
., 



- 2$-

easy reading matter, ano. third to use whatever means we could 

to create interest in reading and to build a permanent desire in 

the pupils to read and to alter living according to ideas gained 

from reading. 

Our program to enrich punil e~erience included such things 

as excursions to saw mill, to syrup mi 11 , to farm home, to games 

in other communities, to town to visit schools by committees from 

the class groups. One teacher of summer school gave the children 

a very enriching excursion to the city park. We also save con­

certs , plays, uarties for Valentine, Thanksigiving, Christmas , 

Easter, etc. We told the children many stories or reaa. them poems . 

Visitors were invited. Ue told the children much about them and 

asked the visitors to tell even more about where they lived and 

what the boys and girls of their homes did . \7e acquainted the 

p~pils with magazines , newspapers, and pictures. We discussed all 

of these and helped them understand them. Pupils were encouraged 

to visit at the cottage and listen to the radio . All of these 

e:xperi enc es gave us more ma teria1 to which we could tie up or 

relate their reading matter. For instance, many children had never 

been to a party before we gave one at school . When a 1 es son came 

~ in the reader aboL1t a party, we had something in their experience 

to relate the lesson to . They could understand the ideas in the 

1 esson . They would also have more interest in the material . 

To begin our abundant supply of easy reading material, ,ve first 

procured catalogues from school supply houses and lists of free and 

low cost materials , selecting and ordering some of the simple re 

material from these. Then we vi ei ted Five ana cent Stores an 

book stores constantly and bought as ~any oft mule story books 
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ana. information books as we could, attempting to ~et those vii th 

attractive pictures. We also procured a Rosenwald Library . We -out 

these books about in our class rooms and never discouraged a pupil •s 

reading in them--especially the retarded readers . It was quite 

amusing to see the great big fifteen and sixteen year old pupils 

rushing for the simple books such as Little Red Hen and Peter 'Rabbit 

and leaving the 11heavier 11 reading matter for the younger ones . They 

enjoyed reading tnose storres because they could read theL"l , and it 

gave them pleasure to accomplish something rather than to ha.ve to put 

tlm book) ctovm because the words and ideas were n ot understandaole to 

them. They were encouraged to tell what they had read . They were 

also encouraged to read orally more than they would have been other­

wise because t n eir rate of silent reading did not exceed their oral 

rate and also because they needed pxactice in enunciation and uro­

nunciation. Quite often the main reading of these retarded pupils 

was the reading for the appreciation of the whole class from some 

sto r y the pupils had prepared to read . They were complimented if they 

showed prog ress and were told how they could improve even more. 

In the lower grades the pupils were introduced to reading 

through experience charts, sentence racks, word and phrase cards. 

They were then g iven the book . Even after they were introduced to 

the book, their eJq:>eriences were worked into reading lessons and these 

were used now and then to create interest and enlarge their vocabulary . 

To illustra.te : One day a boy brous ht in a rabbit he had caught in 

his rabbit box in the back of the school yard . The children talked 

a.bout the e:xperi ence and the next day the 

reading lesson from that happening common 

teachl had nrepar-ed a 

to al£ itt them. 
! ~ j 1 

~ 



We were fortmate enough to have a primer- type typewriter. 

With this, ,,i th Ditto carb)n, and. a hectograph much seatwork pertinent 

to the e.xperience lessons and to the lessons from the books was 

mode. The pupi ls were given much exercise in working '"'1th seatwork. 

This helped their comprehension considerably and also served to 

check it · for the teacher. The ,,.ord and phrase drills helped to in­

crease the speed of reading. With these methai s and aids to teach­

ing the primary grades began to read fairly well. 

In the intermediate grade reaaing, all the pupils had to be 

treated as remedial cases at first . Soon, however , some few pulled 

out of the g rouo and began to do representative work. To bring them up 

to this and to lift the others a little the main point was the one 

mentioned abovee- - supplyin, • easy · reading material until pupils were 

ready to handle material of their grade level . We used much more 

word drill ,-:1th pupils of the u.,.,ner g rades than would have been 

necessary if they had been uo to g rade level. They were taught to 

use the c.ictionary to find out how -W pronounce words, how to spell 

them, anu) .. hat their meanings were . The pupils who were . ready for 

it were taught how to outline. In the unper g rades , the social 

studies material ,vas the basic matter. There was also SUP,plied material 

for pleasure reading . There was t h e period of the day when pupils 

read to the r,hole class selections they had studied and prepared. 

However, the more serious reao.ing period was that when the social 

studies material was used . 

Otner subject matter fields . Mostr-°1 or studies centered aroJund 

our social studies. They 

of social facts about our 

were introduc,:id thro~n the presentation 

ftt b • t • own comr.'luni tJ our ottt~Hi su J ec s growing 
,. 
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out of what we learned in tnis connection. As we spread tnis 

learnin~ from our comnnmity to other communities and other states 

our lessons in other fields also broadened out . To illustrate : 

Hhen we were finding out facts about our o,m community in social 

studies, we were also solving nroblems in arithmetic tha.t we knew 

to be community problems. In our social studies class we made a 

survey of our co~munity . In our arithmetic class we worked out a 

little study 11Making a Living at Red Oak . In langua.ge we talked 

and wrote about such things as "Hog-Killing Ti me at Red Oak 11 or 

11 Th e Story of Red Oak Pine Tree. 11 During the language period we were 

also v.ri ting material for our school newspaper--~aterial about hap­

penings in our cormm.mi ty . 'l'he spelling and writing v.uuld often be 

about tnings of our immediate environment. We gave much attention to 

oral language, as well as written . Not only were pupils given op­

portunity to express themselves formally by discussing topics they 

selected but they were also give.,, opnortuni ty to carry on free con­

versation uith the guidance of the teacher. An excellent time for 

this was during the art or free activity period. The pupils talkea 

to eacn ocher and to the teacher. ':'hey talked about things interest­

ing to them. They freely told jokes on each other. The teacher had 

opportunity to guide the manner of conversation as wel 1 as to dis­

cuss their ideas and. ideal s with them. 

Most of the spelling v:as v:ri tten. Quite often spel l ing, writing 

and language lessons were conducted c:.uring the same periods . We 

were especially interested that the nupils learn to express themselves 

well in t:ne type of letters they find i~ecessary to wxi te from time 

to time. Practice was given in making out mon~ order anolicatio1s , 

/ff 
" 
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in filling out blanks for mail orders, writing letten invi i;ing 

people to visit, and also letters thanking people for kindnesses to 

them. It was ooserved that \""ri ting seemed a slo,v nainful process 

for the pupils at first . It ar:meared that they needed opriortuni ty 

to develop the habit of free, easy and coordinated muscular activity 

so t hat writing could be done more Quickly and smoothly . For this 

reason writing movements were given them as well as actual writing 

situations. The reason for these drills was explained to them and 

1 t was gratifying to notice improvement in the wri t j_ng of a fe,v . 

ACTIVITIES 

Aside from the subjects generally fotm.d in the ru:ral school 

curriculum, we also gave opportunity for expression in free hand 

drawin0 , painting , ciay modelin_ , construction. work, home economics, 

and supervised nlay. Though the v:riter does not draw or paint well, 

she purcnased a guide oook in art and tried according to its sug­

gestions, to guide the uuuils in these acti vi ti es . Her aim in these 

fields was not the development of artists but the furnishing~ of an 

op.,ortuni ty for self- e:xpression and inspiring the desire to create. 

The same aims were h·e v-s in the clay- and soap- nod eling. 

Gourds were also used in our activities, which g ourds are auite 

plentiful in the community. Since many people use them as dippers, 

the idea occurred to me that they might make useful flower containers 

for our classro~m. The pupils were asked to bring gourds of various 

sizes. We experimented with them firs -4-n the ,vay,. we put tuem of:e--. 

We thus had recen tacles sui ta.bl e for v rious ui~~ : sone could be ised 

for hanging vases, others as bowls, and some V'.'tnr only the typica( 
"' 

dust- catching ornaments . T'ne pupils were urged to cut them s9 that 
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they could be used for something . We next experimented rn. th carving 

and l?ainting than . All of us enjoyed this. Some of the results 

wer e unpl easant to say the least but others were beauti ful . At 

l eas t we had tried our wings of self- expression. We had seen col or 

combinations and designs we had created . If we used wisdom in combining 

we saw that the result was attractive. We learned something about 

colors from the e:xperience. Using of thought and wisdom i n combining 

colors gave tne pupils new ideas . 

Another activity in whicn there was much in tert'lst was the school 

news paper . The material consisted of important news of the day wt.ich 

the Red Oak people could understand sucn as presidential and gubnator­

ial election returns ; Red Oak school news such as accounts of activi­

ties car~:ied on, visitors to the school, new equipment or supnl ies 

obtained, and short comnositions by pupils on suggested or selected 

sub,ects; notes on boys and gi r l s clubs ; church and Sunday school news ; 

community news such r.s accounts of visitors to the various families , 
. 

statement of illnesses of people a:r accounts of deaths and funerals ; 

ana a poem or passage of scripture s elected by a pupil or a letter 

from one or bo.th of the teachers to the community at large. OYV· 'i!edties-

e~days at the language period one of the boys or girls would go to 

the board and write tne headings. of the various divisions of our paper. 

The puoil s 1,1ould name subjects to go under ea.ch headi "1.g . Two or 

three pupils would be assigned to write on each topic . They were to 

write short concise c rticl es and they were to write them according 

to ·what they haa 1 earned about wri tint., in the language spelling and 

writing classes. The teacher would checlfor mi s·cakes and on Thursday 
' 

the pupils would rewrite them or ma.ke necessary GB'r'rections. Thm .. ·s ay 
t;,1r;: ., 

dJ 



night the teacner would edit the paper and type the news with 

hectograph carbon. Friday afternoon during The activity period 

the editor and his staff would help run the paper of'f on the 

duplicator. From fifteen to twenty- five copies were made each 

issue. These were sold at five cents per copy. The tO\.ns- people 

v'lho paid less for their g reat big dailies teased us and said that 

we had a sort of 11 racket 11 going. However, I think the peopl e 

understood and also I think ,ve gave them something they wanted. 

We explained to them that they and v1e knew three sheets of news 

written in large type v,ras not intrinsically worth five cents per 

copy but as a means of raising money to heln finance ":lrojects of the - . -
school we thought the paper deserved supDort . The people said they 

wanted the newsn·aper and \"fould pay for it . Most of the people could 

read a little but they did. not have much to read at hoie. This little 

paper was li~e ~ new book each week to them , written in large print. 

Most of all it glorified haprenings in their own lives! He had an 

editorial staff vi1ich was elected "tv,ice a year. The treasurer actually 

kept the money, which was reported to the whole class each weet by 

the circulation manager and the trea~urer wrote a receipt in the 

secretary •s account book each week for "the amount received . With 

"the money from the Red Oak news we bought two large pictures of 

Negro leaders for the· school, made donations to the funds for ceiling 

the schoolh :mse ana fencing in the school yard. Whenever money was 

donated the class voted it out. At these meetings the pupils learned 

sornething about reliability, trustw~rthineP , int~ri ty ,_ and decen.t 

ways of conducting business transactiJs. Thez/, also nad practice 

in evaluating worthwhile and non-worth hile wat~9f spending money. 

Some home economics work was don-a-even bef-0'::f!.e the teachers-1------, 
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home was completed . The pupils who were taught to sew, made cur­

tains for the school house. Others made cocoa and soup . We were 

especially anxious to have the pupils learn somet.1ing about the 

necessar y articles for simple table use . We had observed the forks 

and knives were scarce in the homes . Spoons were a little more 

plentiful but there v:ere not nearly so many as there should have been. 

We had de~onstrations showing how to set a table and how to use the 

various articles. After the teacher ' s home was completed , we di d 

even more of that. \"Te had grouns of them over there and c ond ~ted 

cooking l essons. We paid c.:roecial attention to their washing their 

hands when nee essary to wash in , scalding and drying di shes ( so that 

ti~ey were not rough when sun....,osed to be clean ). fie had them sit 

and eat what was cooked with the coxrect article--knife, fork or 

spoon. \', e taught tne 1 how to make up a bed how to clean a room how 

to care for stoves and fireplaces and how to iron clothes. 

The boys were guided in making articles for repairing and 

beautifying the home, such as repairing steT)s, screening windows, 

making flower boxes and putting in v':indow panes. The boys were also 
~ 11cL iauqh-t 

carri ed right along with the girls to the house,1 the nart they should 

play in making a home a pleasant place in w11ich to ] ive . From this 

discussion ca,ne the request that they be allowed a day for cooking . 

T'ne girls cleaned the school-room thr1t day and the boys donned aprons 
"nil 

and cooked, being very proud of their results7 encouraged by the 
I\ 

teacher and the girls . 
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NIGHT SCHOOL 

Quite often !arents are as LUCh a 1r•blem in trying to help 

pupils as the. pupil them.selves are . Vie realize this and thou¢ that 

classes for aaults weuli net only be enliLhtening to them but could 

be conducted in such o. way that they would better understand Stele ef 

some of the ne :w-er nepartures in teaching . The 1esirability of hav­

ing niD).t school for adults was discussed at P . T . A. and several 

~e~bers expressed eagerness to attend . I was like many other teach~rs 

would probably be . I felt that I would be too tired at night to teach . 

Rov1ever when the coilll:luni ty folk began to come to night school fron 

ho~es miles away and when they came on cold r&iny nights - eager to 

learn - I for(;ot that I v,as sunl")osed to be tired . In fact I we s 

not tired any more . The work \vas interesting and ~11 of us enjoyed 

it . 

we planned our Cj.)ening exercise \'11. th the sane care that we did 

those tor the regul~•.r school . we planned topics for a week and 

specifically for each of the three ni 6 bts of the week . (Night school 

was conducted .1_onday , Tuesday , and Wednesday ni6hts) . Some of the 

weekly themes were:federal at.;encies which might aid the farmer; 

eovernment-election officers etc; farm accounts ; money crops for 

our section , other than cotton ; what a home should be ; attributes of 

the good citizen; avoiding communicable d iseases ; proper diet; dem­

onstration of how to care for sick - how to batl1e patients and make 

bed with patient in it; demonstration of how to prepare food for the 

home patient ; demonstrating how to use tableware . All of us enjoyed 

the demonstrations . !!rs . Cannon acted arh• pati~t w·,ne _I showed 

how tc make the bed and how to bathe a patient . iJ~ removed our woo 1Er1 
I. ·~ ( -

clothing to show then tr.at if possible c othes can noty wo.shed 
~~ 
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should not te worn in the sicl: rooL1 . The night we demonstrated the 

cooking of food for the: sick was enjoyed beco.use we 1ntroduced some 

new foods most of the older people di d not know about and did not 

know ' they would like, ~ tried to use materials t ~ey have or can get 

easily. We shov,ed them how to prepare f-vuit attractively, how to 

make toast , how to poach egt:;s , how to make baked custard, how to pre ­

pare s~lads and gelatine desserts . It seemed that all enjoyed samp­

linc the foods prepared . ':1he :;ien were 3-s a!'itlmsiestic about these 

lessons as were the women . We held such class meetings , as those de ­

scribed above in the teachers cottage . It was hoped that familia r ity 

with and use of the articles in the home would influence the ideals 

and desires for home improvement. Now and then we would be gratified 

to notice touches in the homes which proved that the demonstrations 

in the cottage had made worthwhile impressions . 

The schedule for the other worik consisted of a short reading 

period in which the :members reported on new articles or other material 

suitable for t11em which they h&d read or would reed at the ch ss period . 
I 

Next , one of the teachers conducted a spelling cless , after which the 

other teacher taucht arithmetic . For these lessons,the people5 1nterest 

and need furnished the guide as to what was to be taught . In spelling 

t he class members helped co:ra.nile the list they studied . The words 

.were those the people use every day such as soap , onion , superintendent , 

kitchen , etc. Some phonetic training was given in connection with 

the spelling . According to typical rurc.l customs the: people were quite 

interested in spelling. They usedto call out words across the fields 

to each other . It is strange to me , but onion was the "~vaterloo" of 

pr~ctically the whole class . Tnen any man.berm stered onion , sup~rin­

tendent, and bureau , he or she as well as the ,,;ll\ole class thought th•it 
,... 

person. was realy spelling. After this came ttie J~rithmetic class , 
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period . The r;iemoors were drilled tbn the fundamental operation and 

l ater they wer shown how to use the operation to solve problems com­

mon tc Red Oak people . They were taught the value of giving and get­

ting receipts and how to write them; tre. wri ting of applications for 

money orders and filling in mail order blanks ; importance of banking 

money, how to deposit and how to write checks; how to keep household 

accounts and their value; meaning of interest on money horrowed or 

loaned . At the end if one of our school term, each member was prese n-

ted with a little book and was asked to keep his or her household accounts 

for the summer months . At the beginninf of the next term several brought 

their books in. They were enthusiastic about the value the experiment 

had been to them. Those far enough advanced to do so had balanced 

their books by tha month anu they could tell from time to ti~e how they 

st ood as regards income and out go . 

Not only did the adult class members enjoy the work and learn 

much subject matter and much to help them in their every day living 

but they niLht school accomplished another important service . v.hen the 

parents saw how interestine it was to study t ~ings pertaining to their 

lives rather than .mere textbook information they were much more under­

standing and appreciative of what we were t rying to do with the children 

in the regular school . This is one of the problems many tea chers meet 

when they try the newer type of teaching , was solved by exposing the 

parents to learning processes conducted on the new plan . ',;·e had very 

little questioning from parents about why 11',e did .. nmt fol low text books 

page by page . We were acquainting our adult community croup with the 

curriculum reconstruction idea by actually using it on them and making 

it so interesting that they saw the value of t he new way. 
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IN THE COf.:laJN'ITY ACTIVITIES 

Home Life . After we started living in 1the comm.unity we became 

"Red oaki tes" . We were their teac.hers but we were also their ne i ghbors . 

We visited our people and discussed their home ~roblems with them and 

in turn invited them to the teacher age and if we had any tasty t i d- bits 

we shared ½ith them just as t hey did with us when we visi ted them. Con­

cerning problems we met in adjusting our home in the community and in 

the tovm of Stockbr idge , we asked advice of Red Oak members we considered 

capable of giving i t. We visi ted the sick and paid our respects at the 

"wakes" held for the dead of the community . If our naarest neighbors 

needed a cup of sugar or the like they felt free to borrow. To the credit 

of Red Oak it was interesting to note that this custom was not abused . 

The members of t. he community were gene.:rally just as pYOud of their "credit" 

as borrowers as we were . 

Another important phase of our community activity was the particular 

one of living in the lovely little teacher s ' home which we named the Red 

Oak Teacherage . The importance of this phase day in the following facts: 

the house was small but a very neat, compact exampl e of what a comfortable 

r ural home could be ; the manner of conducting t he househol d business coul d 

serve as an ins · iration to awal:en them to improve household management in 

Red Oak homes . 

The teacherage had three rooms and an enclosed back porch. The com­

bination l i ving - dining - and bed - room extended cross t he front of t he 

house. There was a beautiful fire pl ace . The r oom was furnished with a 

studi o couch , two rockers, one lovely, big easy chai r , a "center" tabl e , 

book shelves oa e ither side and a combination window seat and catch - all 

chest under t he eastern window, and at th.a wester n ~nd of the room there 

was a dinnette set which when not in use for eating vurposes lent itself 
,.... 

well to the living room e f fect . The bedr oom was helli..nd the easter n end 
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of the living r oom am was fur•nished with a bed , chest of drawers 

v.ith mirror , a small stove , a chair and a night table . Thare was 

a roomy closet f-or· the bedroom. The kitchen was behind the other (the 

western) side of t he living r oom. This was furnished with a grand cook­

ing range , an enamel-top kitchen table with the stool, garbage pail 7 and 

a set of can.isters to match. 'I'm re were shel ves for the dainty but 

servicable set of dishe s and the pantry held a complete set of cooking 

utensils - mostly good grade aluminum and iron ware . The enclosed 

back porch was tE ed as a room for the boys who steyed ·with us fo r pro­

tection and he l p . I had the pl easure of helping select trn furnishings 

for the little cottage . It was a most thrilling experience . The whole 

was furnished from a well known mail order house which has a branch in 

the city of .A.tlant a . This f'act and the simplicity and appropriateness 

of the furnishing made it something Red Oak Community manbers could 

aspire to model after whether thay ever attained it all or not . 

As to the household manag.:.nent there were a few practices which the 

teachers hoped would influence Red Oak households . First we demonstrated 

what definite budeeting of money respohsibility and duties could mean 

in making a household run smoothly. 11rs . Cannon ani I decided on the 

plan to have one teacher look after internal household affairs and the 

other one to attend to matters pertaining to the upkeep of the outside . 

\vhen ~rs . cannon left the work , after t ha sedond year and l,1iss Reddick 

came to Red Oak we decide d on anot~er plan. The teacher s altermted 

the attending to all the affairs pertaining to the management of the 

household each month . Both pl ans have their advantages and disadvantages . 

It seems though, t La.t the advante.ges of the latter pl an outweigh the 

disadvantage, in that this plan gives both teachers valuable experience 

and help; each to appreciate better what the othe~ one does . 

The second pr actice deemed valuable was 

menus . 

tt.h'.e~making out of vr ekly 
l[: .,, 
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This may not seem so important to one who has never lived several miles 

out in the country where roads to town may be imp~ss~ble before the 

week is half gone . The practice of making out the menus for the week 

gave us the opportunity to purchase fresh meats and fresh vegetables to 

' the be st advantage for a weeks feeding . This type of looking uhead also 

gave the op~ortunity to save by planning ahead for the use of left- over s . 

For instance if we had liver f or dinner on Monday we might save the 

expense of buying something for Tuesday lunch if we definitely planned 

to used the left over liver to make ground liver sandwiches or combina­

tion salad . Planning ahead also he l ped us to ,urchase our ice supply to 

the be.st adventage . We kept the menus tacked up in the kitchen and urged 

any of our nei chbors to l ook at them and discuss them with us . \le wanted 

to know what they thoughi of the mem,6, and how suitable they were for Red 

Oak uses . We never knew definitely that the exact idea was used in ~ny 

of the homes but we had reason to believe that our method influenced 

three or four homes , especially thDough the young people of the community 

who hel ped us f r om time to time in the home . 

Entertainments Since entertainments furnished one of the chief 

recreations of our people we made definite pl ans to make our influence 

felt i n this phase of cor::irJ.unity life . One of the first ones we attended 

was held in the church and too~ the form of a debate with ~elling after 

the speech-making . The subject of the dere te was T,ife versus Mother . 

After much i nquiry we found that the real question was this: "If your 

wife and mother are both drowning which one woul d you save first? " At 

first,one probably thinks of the humor to be found on such an occas~ion 

but on second thought one sees deener and realizes that this is at least 

something to build on. M.e.ny teachers v.ourd be glag. to have a comnu,ni ty 

to wor k in which could stir up enough interest ip the neople to get tlmm 

out to a debate and selling entertainment . The 1elling was conducted 
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from unattracted parcels placed carelessly about on unprepared tables 

or benches in the church. The teachers did not critize or spurn this 

humble entertainment but entered heartily in the activities of the affair 

and helped the patrons make plans for another debate . Of course the tea­

chers welcomed t he op~ortunity to make suggestions as a chance to begin 

the program of improvement in the community ente rtainment . The teachers 

cooperated with community leaders in putting over their affairs but our 

best opportunity to exert influence came when ~ gave school entertainment~ 

At these we demonstrated the fol l owing things: importance of planning 

and assigning committees to definite tasks; the enjoyment derived from 

beautifying and de co rating the rooms and the tables or stands used;-the 

dignity added by serving refreshments neatly and decently ; the importance 

of planning a program of games . Vie boug_~"tt with entertainment funds , 

certain necessities for our program in this field such as several lamps 

with reflect~ s , colorful oil cloth for our serving table , and paper 

napkins . Before each entertainment the teachers decided on phases for 

which each would be responsible . One might take charge of the selling 

while the other saw to it thet the group was entertained and that some 
Se v erc:t l 

trustees or key patrons were on hand to preserve order . 'l!wo -er three 

games we found popul,.ar with our folk v,ere : Rachel and Jacob , wink '~ 

in end \link ' em out , Going to Jerusalem , Spinning the Plate, Black Magic , 

Picking Peanuts and Jack- in-the Bush. As to refreshments we found fried 

fish , weiners , fried chicken, oranges, ice cream, apples , peanuts , pies 

and cakes to be favorite ones but we tried a spaghetti supper one night 

and had success in spite of the fact that most of our visitors were 

skeptical and anxious to see how that "ferghetti" was going to l ook and. 

taste . At most of our entertainments the. parents volunteered to done.te 

something such as chicken, cake, pie or 

and an such articles the profit was cle 

~ 

a quarte~~worth of fish or fruit 

r . Usually' things like ice cream 
IJL 

and large amounts of fruit were bought by the teacher before the 
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entertainment and the cost taken out of the proceeds . This requires 

the us.e of good judgement if one was not to"go in the hole" because 

if it r a. c::· •!lied the evening of an entertainment the re was sure to be 

a slim crowd or none at all then there would be a great loss . 

At our entertainments we acquain"Wour people with appropriate types 

of decorations , games , and refreshments for parties for different oc­

casions. I can recall vividly how much the pupils and patrons enjoyed 

the first Ha llowe ' en party with its attendant apple bobbing and the 

~hristmaB and Ea ster affairs with their appropriate activities . 

The teachers were quite gratified at results of this phase of the 

prggram for community improvement . While there was much room for im­

provement still small and few items are significant in rural work so 

we felt happy when we saw things as the church people taking great pains ­

to make their entertainment; like those at the school house or when we 

heard the young me~ from outlying sections who had frequented our- school 

parties telling strangers-that they would have to take their hats off 

at Red Oak parties or that "they" don ' t allow certain ways of acting 

in this community . 

Club ilork - The Boys Club was organized to interest and keep the 
--FoY 

older boys in school and~the younger ones of those out of school and 

also to afford them an opportunity to help the school and comnunity. The 

club had its own officers,a teacher - sponsor1 and ~patron-sponsor . At 

f irst they met at the school house every Friday night . The secorn year 

tha custom was sta~ted of holding a social meeting once a month at one 

of the cluh member ' s home . The other business meeting;were held at 

the schoolhouse . Tm fir-st task for which the Boys ' Club assumed t he 

responsibility was the fencing in of t~e school ytµ"d . Trey r a ised the 

money from club dues and entertainment, . 'rhey gave the posts f'rotn the 
' comm.unity fo r l'ests. The men of the P . T. them su~ply enough 

labor to do the work . 
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The club also sponsored the program for the church and Sunday School and. 
one 

and on/occasion the club acted as a unit in a church rally and raised the 

largest amount of money of any group . This club and the Girls club also 

considered plans for eetting 4- H-Club work established at Red Oak. 

The Girl s ' Cl ub was organized by 1.liss Reddick. Their activities were 

centered around self - improvement along literary and industrial lines and 

also tround a pro6Tam of helpine the school, church and Sunday School. The 

club furnished numbers on various community programs and it sponsored en­

tertainments . It had~ treasurq made up from club dues . Its big objective 

was to equip tha extrc room in school house as a library room and eeneral 

utilities room on rome occasions. 

THE P . T. A. Right along with the adult class the P. T. A. meetings 

were interspersed. The association had it officers and regular meeting 

nights . some of the accomplishments of the P . T. A. were: the ceiling of ix 

the school house; digging and redigging the well ; landsc!lping the yard by 

planting grass and shrubbery, hauling and spreading quar~ dust to make walks 

in the school yard; preparing the plot e.nd helping plant the school garden; 

experimenting with the raising of wheat on the be.ck part of the school lot ; 

helping Boys ' Club fence in the school yard . The funds with •,vhich to do 

these things were raised by assessments and from the money made at the 

school entertainments spoken of in former paragraphs . 

Another phase of' the P . T. A. activity was that of parent education. 

At eech meeting some speeker or one of the teachers talked to the assembly 

about some topic helpful to the people as parents and. cooperatOt! in the 

school program. The writer reca·1s one phase of our school set up o~ which 

the people were in much doubt as to the ,·Ji dom of 1 ts use . .The parents 

felt that the one way to discipline the -qed Oaf cl/~l.dren was by whf:-")ing. 

They often inferred that children would 'nt listen w /' kind t al k . Tre~ said 

their boys and girls just had to be whippe-a. mr the-y-1-d do the s ame 'tiring 

over . 
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The teachers asked if their children did not do things over and over for 

which they had been whipped . The parents had to admit that this wes true . 

Bed Oak was asked to give discipline a chance which tried to let boys 

and girls think their way out of situations even if they did me.ke some 

miste.kes . The people were thanked for cooperating to try to prove that 

rupl boys could prosper if they werenot cowed or beaten into submission 

but allowed to think. To some of the patrons the idea of being pioneers 

brought a sense of pride but they still were not thoroughly convinced 

they tried to talk the theory on their faith in their teachers . Thus at 

the P . T. A. we were doing parent and patron educatinG as well as rais­

ing necessary funds for school activities . 

IN THE CHURCH 

From tha very begi nning the teachers recoenized the importance of 

taking part in church activities. This is one of the reasons tre matter 

of living inthe coill.l.l...unity vro:s given such serious thought . The teachers ' 

plans were that one or the other would make it a point to be at the church 

meetings. Meetings were held once a month . Quite often both te~chers at~ 

tehded. Both teachers flccepted assignments with class leader5 in the 

church and paid church dues regularly. Busiet1ss meeting;for the church 

were attended and the pastor was cooperated with in any way possible . The 

teachers led movements to paint tre church altar and to appoint clean- up 

days for the church yard and cemetary. Both teachers worked with church 

membe,rs in these activities . For special exercises for church occasions 

the teachers helpeu arrange t he program and also drilled the participants 

V/hen district meetings or presiding eldeL.ID.eets were hel d_ at the church 

and basket v,ere asked for by the member , the te/lehers prepared their 

share and added a touch of green stuf~ in the fdft of a salad which 

• 
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it wa.s hoped would not only serve as food but would be another tiny 

wed;e to get proner feed.in': ideas over to our ueople. 

In similar manner there was pa.rticipation in Sunday Sc.1001. The 

teachers did not accept Sunday School classes because it was felt that 

there was plenty to do to inspire those in the classes by leading ids­

cusslons and livening the situations by thought- provoking questions . 

It Yias felt that it wa.s a flnd thing for pupils and parents alike to 

see people ~-o were leaders in other fields alike to be good followers 

who would cooperate and contribute something to other leaders. ~ne 

teachers ;naa.e it a point for one or the other to attend Sunday School 

at least three Sundays out of the month . Usually the teac1er reviewed 

the lesson or aided in sone other way . The - teachers were on hand for 

the Sunday School Reunions and assisted the community people to enter­

tain the visitors. Both teachers were definitely uarts of t he Sunday 

School and cnurch life of Red Oak and both these organizations co­

operated heartily with the school in all its efforts. 
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VI-OONC LUS IONS 

As the reader peruses these pages and surely as the writer 

recalls the work at Red Oak there are a few policies which see.n to 

be noticeaole in every phase of the work. The first and the most 

important one seems to be to have and to keep defi11i te aim in mind 

for whatever is ctone. A second one closely akin to the f i rst and 

almost as important as the matter of making p~an s for accompli sHing 

objectives. The tnird one hinges on this one and is that of co- opera­

tion existing between all concerned in carrying out necessary plans. 

A fourth conclusion somewhat different from either of these mentioned 

will oe pointed out for the benefit of teachers . who may read this : 

while a teacher ooould live within her means , yet any t eacher is 

going to find it necessary to spend a little of her own money at ti mes, 

to get many of the thing s needed for a desired program._ I t is sug­

gested ana urged that a teacher should olan for tnis and suend wisely. 

Conclusions in regards to curriculum content· center arotmd the 

t hought that all that is taught should be as related "to the pupils ' 

lives as possibl e . Every learning experience should oe used to help 

interpret the pupils ' lives to them so that the basis can be laid 

for making learninb influence mode of living. I feel that that is 

the keynote of enric.ning living through education--teaching so that 

l ea.ming influences mode of thinking and living of the people. To 

do this effectivel y in a community , all the social and educational 

agencies must be carried along in the process . The tea.oner who thinks 

of the school as separate from the community and of the church and 

Sunday School as fields with which she has no concern will surely 

miss the work in a truly enriching program. T e writer the 
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the experiment at Red Oak Droves that much can -oe done t h rough edu­

cation to influence the thinking of rural neoule . It is beli·eved 

that that is the first step toward education influencing mode of 

living. If thought is affected, action will be affected sooner or 

later. No g reat radical cnanges are claimed for Red Oak Deople but 

the enriched prog ram in reaci ing in the school and the active, thought­

ful particpation in community life h&ve very surely left their mark 

and prove that thou6htful, well planned leadership in which the people 

have faith can guide rural folk to enrich tneir lives t h rough their 

OVll'l achievements and efforts. 
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THE BOARD Of" EDUCATION PROGRAM 

HENRY COUNTY 

SUPERINTENDENT or HENRY COUNTY SCHOOLS 

McDONOUGH, GEORGIA 

October 14 , 1937 

- -Jrs· 

Mr. Jam!'s F. Simon 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Uhicago, Ill 

Dear Mr. Simon: 

.. 

PRESIOENT, MCDONOUGH, GA. 

, HAMPTON, GA. 

C. H. BOWEN, STOCKBRIDGE, GA. 
L. E. TURNER, MCDONOUGH, GA., AT. 1 
W. C. BONO, LOCUST GROVE, GA., RT. 2 

If ·tJ , 0 

' 

Immediately upon receipt of your letter 
of October ll , 1937 I went to Re~J to 
investigate the needs . I foun~ksanci"will 
have the necessary work done as soon as possible. 

The amount on hand that has been collected 
for rent on the cottage is sixty-five dpllars 
($65.00} . When the work is completed the total 
expenditures will be reported to you. 

HLT:lr 

With all good wishes , I am 

Yours truly, 

l ~ J. """~ 
Mrs. Henrietta L. Turner 
Supt. Henry County Schools. 



October 14, 1957 

Dear 1115s Reddick: Enclosed you will find your 
first salary check, the com­

putations of the amount appearing in detail on the 
voucher attached. Additi onal payments will be ude 
as f ollow:u 

'l' ot a l ~ttc,t e Fund 
October 14 (Enclosed) $ 42 .50 $ 28.75 $ l3.75 
October l'Sl BS.00 67.50 27.50 
Hove.11ber 30 85.00 57.50 27.50 
December t;J. 86.0.0 57.50 27.50 
January M 85.00 57.50 27.50 
February 28 as.oo 67.50 27.50 
llarch 51 85.00 57.50 27.50 
J pi-il 30 85.00 28.75 56 .25 
May 51 85.00 85.00 
Juue 15 4:?.§0 4~.§Q 

$765.00 t-402.so $56?. .50 

I aa sorry t here has been a de­
l a:, in get.ti ng t his f irst check to you. Jlr. Dixon has 
been in Atlanta and I .needed his authorization . .F'uture 
payments will be sent in ti•e to r each you on the last 
day of the aonth. 

DE:A.11 

Miss Juanita Reddick 
Red Oak School 
Stockbridge, Georgia 

Very truly yours, 

DCROTHY A. ELVIDGE 



RURAL SChuOL 
PROGRAM 
~~~ 

~ e ;+ 

October 14, 1957 

Dear Kieo l ohnsont Enclosed you •ill find your 
first sa~~il che1:k, the coa­

putG.tiCllJ of the amount appeerint; .:1 (:eh11 vn -t.\c 
voucher f: tti,ched. Acciiti ont.l p~yot-111a will Le S).!.c:t1 
as f ollows: 

Tot&l i?t• te IBM 
October 14 (Encl,'.lsf:d) ~ 42.GO IA 25 .00 /I J.7.50 't ";, 

October 5l. 85.00 50.GO 56.00 
liove!.lbe:- ZO 85 .00 50.00 55.00 
December 51 85.00 so.oo 35.00 
Janunry 51 85.00 so.co i55.00 
februery 28 85.00 SO.JO 55.00 
March 51 85 .00 50. 00 ss.oo 
Lpril 50 85.00 25 .00 60.00 • 
May 51 85.00 85.00 
June 15 i2.5Q ~g .5Q 

$765.00 $550.00 $415 .00 

I am sony t here has been a de­
l ey i :1 .;ettiog tai :1 flr::$t check to you. M,r. Dixon has 
been in Atlanta all(, I n(;eded hla authorization. Future 
paym~ote will be sent in time to r e&ch you on t he last 
day of the month. 

DE:AJI 

Miss Larnie J ohnson 
Red Oak School 
Stockbridge, Georgia 

Very trul.y yours, 

DOP.OTHY A. ELVID~E 



"'OltM 1&& 

To 
tis a Lurn1e J ohnaon 

Red Oak School 
... 0 ~ 

Stockbridge, Georgi• 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 

CH I CAGO 

RURt\L sc;1□0L 
P_RDGRAfv1 

Payment Voucher N o. 898? 

Date October 14, 1957 

!..om,1 Amount P' id by tJ,e atate - - - - - - - - - - - - - - • f5, 00 

Ck .. #8987 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Southern School Program - Fiel d Experiments 56-lS $17.50 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

l{ Comptroller 



.-oRM I.I& CJPRl" r>pH:7r. Julius Rosenwald Fund'Ul r;.L :Ju, UUL 
4901 Ellis Avenue PROGRAM 

CHICAGO 

To 
lllBe Jllffil!ta Bec!d1clc 

Red Oak School 
V &.1CJi 2$ 

Stockbridge, Georgia 

Payment Voucher No. 3988 

Date Octob r 1,, 1957 

Salary for the period Scpte~her 16 - ~01 19~7 inclusive - - - - ~2.50 

Leen: Amount ~ i d by the state - -

Accounts 

Sout hern School Program - Field Ex?eriments 

Preaed by Checked by Posted by 

- - - - - - - - - - - 28. 75 

fl5,75 

Appropriation No. Debit 

tC-15 $1.3. 75 

Credit 

Comptroller 



-- ---.... 

V 

RU ~~J_ ~CHDOL 
PROGRAM 

61 it ] ~~ t 

October 18, 1957 

Dear Miss Reddick: I recei ved a letter from Mrs. Turner this 
morning. She tells me that she has been out 

to the teacherage and that she is having the repairs Eiade 
1mmed.1ate:cy-. Will you be good enough to drop oe a line if t hey are 
not made promptly? 

Your letter to llrs. Simon contained some infor­
mation of what you had done to the well . As I remember it there was 
a scum on top of the water. This was more probably due to drainat:e 
from the sink than to the pine curbing. Therefore, i t is of utmost 
importance that you do not use the sink until some arrangement can be 
made for having the pipe extended and a new dreinage pit dug some 
place out behind the garage. 

I believe the thing to do is to have one of the 
older boys in the col'.lll:lunity expose the present pipe so that you can see 
where the end of it is. Then, measure the distance, roughly, froa 
the end of the pipe to a l ocati on behind the garage. When you have 
d~ne this, write Mrs. Turner to ask her if you can buy t hut length of 
two-inch pipe and to tell her for what purpose you intend to use it 
and why it is necessary to do so. The cost may be taken from the llloney 
Mrs. Turner has from rent. 

Whon you get the pipe have a couple of boys 
dig a t r ench, being sure that when the pipe is lnid it slopes dowward 
toward the end near the pit. Then have the boys dig a pit at the end 
of the pipe, three or f'our feet deep; f ill i t with co· r se roek to 
within about ten inches of the surface. On top of tb, ae coarse rocks 
have the boys throw in a lot of smaller rocks t-:, keep the dirt from 
filling in the spaces between tho cocrse rocks. Then cover i t all ove~ 
with dirt even with the surface of the ground. I am enclosing a 
sketch to give you an i dea 0£ what I mean. 



Miss Reddick - page two October 18, 1957 

Will you be good enough to let me know what 
you are doing for transportation? You will remember t hat last 
spring ,re agreed to allow you the use of a car for the coming year. 
It so happens that the car ~e intend you to have i s here in Chicago. 
However, we do have e. car in an Atlanta garage which we cnn let you 
use until I drive the nne we have here to Georgia. I f you need the 
car I wtll send you a letter permitting you to take it from the 
garage. You may expect to see us some ti.r:ac about the ciddle of 
llovember. 

JfSi RF. 

:.tis a Juanita Reddick 
Red Oak School 
Rutledge, Georgia 

Very t ruly yours, 

lAMEs F. SIMON 

J?J11:•,a1 tr■eiat'-



JFS u 11-c:.~ 
---

-
'---





P'ORM taa 

To 
i:;J Junn! tu Rea ick 

Stockbriagc, Georgia 

s, U'l.ry for the ~onth of CctoiKr1 lv:i7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - $85 . oo 

Less: Sa lnry pai d by the stat e - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 57.50 

$27.50 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Southern School Prograr.i. - Field uperir.lcnts 56-15 ~27 .50 

Prepared by Check;ed by Posted by 

All 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 
Mi es L rnle Johnson 

Stockbridgt:, G orsie 

Julius Rosenwald Fund,. 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 
Payment Voucher No. 6692 

Date October f9, 1957 

Sulary for the month of Octob~r, 1957 - - - - - - - - -- - - - $85.00 

Less: Salary paid by the state - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Accounts 

Southern School Progrcm - Fiel d E.xp riments 

Prepared by 

Al.a 
Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. 

36-lS 

50.00 

$35.00 

Debit 

55.00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD 

FIRM NAME OR SUBJECT __ RURAL SCHOOL PROGRAM RED OAK SCHOOL FILE NO. 

DATE 11/2/37 REM ARKS Corres . with Miss Reddick re : automobile 

accomogati ons from the fund and re : the water 

question at Red Oak . 

SEE _________ ~R=U=R=A=L_S~C=H=O~O=L'----=-'PR=O=G=R=AM=-- A=U=T~O~S'--------'-'--FIL=E_N~0. ___ _ 

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER N AM E O R 
S UBJECT LISTED AT TOP O F THIS S H EET , AND IN 
PROPER D ATE ORDE R. 
THE PAPERS REF:::RRED TO S HOULD BE FI LED UNO• 
ER NAME O R SUBJECT LISTED U NDER "SEE" 

YAWMANANDfl.mEMFG.©. 
ROCHESTER, N . Y. 

SIGNED 

~ORM NO. O99CR 



NURA1 s~ 
t._ L t40 PRo "> l. l. 

The ~OARD of EDUCATJOlV GRAA,/ 
:J-fENRYCOUNTY, 9EORGIA I ) fl (!_, 

OFFICE OF 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

Mr. James F . Simon , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago , Ill . 

Dear Mr. Simon: 

McDonough, Go. 

November 6 , 1937. 
--

-

-
..._ 

... 
..IFS 

o/ 1-r::, - - - - -
,-

The wor~ on the Rosenwald c~tiiw ot Bed Oak has been 
compl eted . It was thought best to recover he building as yru sug,~ested . 
The original roof was left int~-:: ct but necessary strips 1."'f.lre -placea there­
on to ho l d the ro,l roofing that was selected . The teachers are delight-
ed with the repairs and I hope there will be no further cause for com­
plaint . 

An itemized statement showing the expenditure is enclosed. 

Yours truly , 

I~ L. ~ 
Mrs . Henri etta L. Turner 
Superintendent Henry Crunty Schools . 

-



Red Oak Cottage Fund 

DISBURSEMENTS 
10 rolls 90# Slate Roofing 
500 1 ft 1 x 4 # 2D4S 
6r ,1 ~:o . 10 Como nails 
1 # Roofing nails 
1 5,¥ Bucket Roofing cement 
Labor on Eouse 

Total 

$22 . 50 
3.34 

033 
. O? 
. 45 

6050 

$33 . 19 

BALANCE 

Balance Forward f)3lo8l 



November 10, 1957 

Dear »rs. Turner: Thank yoi;. oo much for the proiiptneee 
with which you had the ~ed Oak 

te11cherace taken care of. r.e einc€lrely e.ppreciati!"""$ our 
'Iiiteres"t In this project and hope tnat it will prove to be 
uFeful to you in your efforto to improve education in 
Henry County. It eeems t o me that the ~ctaal cost of re­
coverit\g the roo£ of t.~e t eacher age was reasonable indeed. 
I appreciat e your ld.ndneee in sending me the i t~mued bill. 

JFS:RI' 

llra. Henrietta L. Turner 
Superintendent 
Henry Count, Schools 
McDonough, Georgia 

Very truly yours, 

JAMES F S 



Julius Rosenwald Fund RU R,\L . ., C ·~1 L ~' 

To 

tise JUD.ni ~a Redd1c~ 

Red Oak School 

Stockbridge, Georgia 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO PPOG 

Payment Voucher No. t,U.b7 

Date 'lovcabl'!r 50, 19S7 

Salary !or the month of November, 19&1 - - - - - - - ss.oo 
, ., l Sal.'..-•;• p• 'd bi atc.te - - - - - :_ - - ~· - •• 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Rur tJ. School P~ogram - Field Services 57-6 127.50 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

All 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

Ulae Lernia Joh.iBon 

Red Oak School 

Stockbrid&e, Geor&ia 

Julius Rosenwald Fund ['-L !,;-.L -~ w 1; ~ 0 L 
4901 Ellis Avenue PRO G -, • 

CHICAGO kAM 
Payment Voucher No. 

:t:'>65 

Date November ro, 1957 

Salacy for the month of RoveJtber, l)&7 - - - - - - - - - - - - f,85 . 00 

;, i ut Sal,..;.7 puid by tb8 esttc.to - - - - - - - - - - •· -- - - - - ~ sr )0 

Ck.#18641 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

R\u-al School Program - Fiald Services 57-6 $55 .00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



Mr. J . C. Dixon 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr • Dixon: 

RURAL 5CHOOL 
PROGRAM 

For some time we mve expected someone from the Fund to come 
to Red Oak. There are many things that we should like very 
much to talk vri th you about . 

Our main interest nov{ is working out individual, accumulative 
records for our pupils . Before going any further we should like 
your advise and approval . We have worked out a tentative form 
which Mrs . flhiting and Mr . Lester have seen. They are very much 
i n favor of the plan. Mr. Lester even mentioned adopting simi­
l ar records for the en tire state. He also gave us a file which 
may be used for storing these records should we use them. ",7e 
now need someone to print the forms for us and to furnish folders 
in which each child ' s record may be kept . 

Do you have records in your office which s hov1 how this experi­
mental school began and wbat has been done? We should like a 
copy of the same . 

We are to work until noon Christmas Eve day and, if possible, 
we should like to have the forms for our records printed and 
ready for use by then . 



RURAL SCHOOL 
pROGRAtv1 

t l 

December 15, 1937 

Dear rAiss Reddick: About four or five years ago I pre-
pared for the State of Georgia an 

elementary pupil's cumulative record blank. This, I under­
stand, has been used pretty generally throughout the state. 
Ir you have not seen a copy of it you might get one from 
llr. Lester. It may contain some items which you would 
want to include on the form you are now preparing for W1e 
in your own school. 

So far as I know the rur&l school 
Journals which discuss the development of the Red Oak 
project have neTer been digested, and in their present 
form would be almost unusable for general consumption. 
We are sending you one or two pamphlets which will give 
a little idea of the earl y deTelopment of these experimental 
projects. The first t ime I have an opportunity to tnlk 
with you about it I can give you quite a bit more than 
is given in printed form. 

We had expected to see you this past 
week, but all of our plans n.eveloped in such a way that 
it was impossible for arJ¥ of us to get to Red Oak. 

Regards and best wishes for a happy 
Christmas to you and Miss JohMon. 

JCD:MLU 

J.11ss Juanita Reddick 
Red Oak School 
Stockbridge, Georgia 

&,/4,. 6 ~ a..~ u~ /4..,,. f-12A 

<£..u~ 6-~ .. 

Sincerely yours, 

il. C. DIXON 



. cc-~~ Juhus Rosenwald Fun<RU Rfo,L :> •. :_•LL 

To 
li■o Juanita f~edciick 

Red Oak School 

6tockbridge, Georgia 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO PR□Gf~AM 

Payment Voucher No. 6012 

Date 

Salary tor the ~onth or toccmbcr, 10~7 - - - - - - -- - - - - - tss.oo 
Lec,i Salai-1 po.i d by ot at e - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 67,50 

f.27 .50 

Ck. 18795 

Accounts 

Rural School Program - Field Services 

Prepared by 
AJf 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

27.5(, 

I 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 
'41~ a !.srn1e Jchnson 

Red Ouk Echool 

Stoekb.n.dge, Ocorc:;ia 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. tiOlO 

Date Dece!Sber 20, 19S7 

Sul, ry for ":.ha month o.f Dci:e:a'"er, 1957 - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -tas.oo 

Leaos &l~:1 peid by the rzt t e - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 50. 00 

55,00 

Ck. 18793 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Rm· .... l School P ... ·og.:·am - :'ield Servlces 57-t: 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 
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PunLISHW AT NASHVILLE, TENN., DECEMBER 25, 1937 No. I 

HOW WE STARTED THE RED OAK 
NEWS 

BY FANNIE DABNEY 

(Note: There is a school with only two teachers, in 
Henry County, Georgia, named Red Oak. This school 
has become widely known because of what the boys and 
girls at Red Oak are doing, and learning to do. One of the 
things the children at Red Oak have done .is ro start 
a newspaper. Fannie Dabney, who is thirteen years old 
and in the 7th grade at 
Red Oak, is an Associate 

HOW WE PLANT 
TOBACCO 

BY EMMA LEE WHITE 

(Note: Emma Lee White, who wrote this account for 
The Little Red School House, lives in Lowndes County, 
Georgia, near the city of Valdosta. She is in the fifth grade. 
Tobacco is the big crop in Lowndes County, and that 
is one reason Emma Lee is writing about jt, Can you find 
Valdosta on the map? If you can, you will know where 

Emma Lee lives. What crop 
is the biggest in your coun­
ty?) Editor of <J."he Red Oak_ 

J\{ews. That means that 
Fannie is the next to the 
chief of the newspaper. 
Fannie likes to read. Red 
Oak has many books, some 
of which came from the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund. 
Fannie has read every one 
of these books, and many 
more, too. She also likes 
to write stories and poems 
for her school newspaper. 
In this article Fannie tells 
us how the pupils at Red 
Oak started their news, 

HAVE 'YOU A ROSENWALD LIBRARY? First we burned the beJ 
off. When it is burned we 
hoe .it off and fix logs on 
the bed. T hen we plow the 
bed and sow the seed in it. 
We but the robacco cloth 
and put it over the bed to 
keep the cold from killing 
it. 

It is very hard to ha.ve a. good school unless 
there are many books for the child-ren to read. 
Schools where ther.e are many boo~s are schools 
where children learn a. Rrea.t deal more than if 
they had just their school boo~s to rea.d. The 
children also fir.d that the1·e is no fun like reading 
books about other cliildren of many la.nds. 

'This is why the Julius Rosenwald Fund has 
helped schools to buy a ROSEN.WALD LI, 
BRAR'Y SE<J.". ·which is made up of many good 
and beautiful book_s especially for children. 'Your 
school should have one. Ask your. teacher, or your 
supervisor, how you. can get a Rosenwald Library 
for your school. 

When the seeds are in 
the bed we spray nitrate 
of soda over them so they 
will grow fast. While they 
are growing we plow the 
ground so that we can plant 
the plants. Then we plant paper. Don't you think you 

would like to try to start one at your school?) 

We wanted a treasury for the school. We thought if 
we had a paper we could take the money that came out 
of it and buy things that were needed for the school with-· 
out bothering our Parent Teachers Association for every, 
thing. We named the paper the Red Oak_ N.,ews because it 
was news from Red Oak. At first we made copies and 
gave every child a paper to give around to people that 
they knew, to see if they would pay 5 cents per copy for 
it. T he people liked the paper and since then the circula­
tion manager has sold from $1.00 to $1.50 worth a week. 
This money is put in the treasury and used for things 
that are needed for the school. 

the tobacco in the fields. When the tobacco has grown 
enough we worm it. When it has grown tall we sucker it. 

When it gets ripe we get a mule and a sled and pick 
the ripe tobacco from the bottom of the stalk. When the 
sled gets full we put it in the barn and it is then strung 
on a stick with a ball of twine. When we get through 
string.ing it we put it in the barn about a day or two 
and cook it. When it is cooked we let it stay in the barn 
for a day or two, then take it out soon in the morning. 

We take the tobacco to Valdosta and put it in a ware, 
house. Most of the other farmers bring their tobacco to 
the same place. Then buyers for the big tobacco companies 
buy the tqbacco. 



·ir ~ [ {La Ul fl lE ~< [E [) §CCtHKOXO>IL ll-fl(())(UJ§ rE 

\'IBA.T ' S GOING ON IN THE SCHOOLS 
(A Suppl ementary Page- for Teacher~): 

-------SCHOOL FOR AI.J... NATIONS IN HOLIAND -· Next year a "Sonool for 
all NationG 11 Kill begin in Holland, in the town of Utr echt . The 
school vTill enroll children from all ages up to 18 . The children c-f 
different nationalities - Dutch, German, English, French , etc . -
will live in Nat ional houses - a Dutch flouse , a. German House, a 
Fr ench House - during their first years . They will be taught in 
their native language until they a.re 9 years old. At the ·same time 
they will be studying another language . The children at ages 8 and 
9 will study "Esperanto," the universal l anguage . • 

The government of the school ,vi ll be in the hands of students . 
There .vill be weekly meetings at which teachers and students have 
equal votes and decide what is to be done during the next week. All 
decisions will be unanimous . There wil l be no janitors; the child­
ren and teachers will keep them clean and tidy. It is also planned 
to have a·children1 s museum, which will be used for demonstration 
and study. 
----- --STUDY BA.BIES AS ·wELL AS BOOKS - The New York Ti mes carries the -- - - - - - -- - -announcement that Scientific Housekeeping, Inc . , i s starting a "Baby 
Circle" to teach young mothers how to take care of their infants . The 
r eport als0 states that a fewture will be the use of rea l live babies 
as the basic study material. 

Well - at th1:1 Booker T. Washington High School, which is lo­
cated near Chattanooga, in Hamilton County, Principal L. D. Upshaw 
started thi s at his school two years ago . Classes i n Domest i c 
Science at Washington have a real home with v,hich to work, and when 
they study infants, they borr OH them from the community~ 
- ------MODEL HOMES A'T THE PENN SCHOOL - The Penn School , founded f'ln 

an island off the South Carolina coo. st some fifty years ago by de­
voted missionaries_ , is widely knovm for the wo rk it has done . Not 
the least interesting featur e is the 11Model Island Home11 which has 
been built by students and is used i n teaching home-making. The 
house is egui pped vti th home- made furniture of the kind that is prac­
tical on the Island ; and this furniture i s made by s-rudents . The 
house has running vrater and other fixtures , installed by students . 
In addition, there are miniature model homes ma.de by the students at 
Penn. 
---- ---Jv'[AKING BRICKS "WITHOUT STRAW, OR HOW TO GET NEW SCHOOL HOUSES 
WITHOUT MONEY - At Whitesville, Tennessee, no money vras available for 
buildin5 schoolhouses for Negro children ; The Principal of the County 
Training School, who is also Supervisor for the county, obtained per­
mission from the county board to take over several abandoned white 
schools in good condition'which had been left after consolidation ef 
the white schooi s . The Supervisor then took his class in carpentr y 
at the Training School, dismantled the buildi ngs , and r e- built several 
schools for Negro ~hildren in the county. 
__ .:, ____ MA.KING BRICKS WITH STRAW, OR HOW TO GET GOOD SCHOOL BUILDINGS 
WITH COUNTY MONEY - Superintendent Tharpe, o.f"°Henry County, Georgia, 

, . 



has been in offioo only for three years . In that time he has begun the 
the policy of furnishing a comfortable building for every Negro school 
district in the county. The buildings, while not elaborate, are well­
built and represent modern construction. \'/hen interviewed as to his 
policy, Superinten4ent Thar pe said that he believed that school build­
ings should come out of tax money, and not from private donations or 
current exponse money for the Negro schools ; and that through a definite 
plan he hoped to have each Negro school in ·Honry County wel l ~housed vrith­
in four year s , without an immoderate expense upon the county. 
----- --A RURAL SCHOOL BUILDil1G PARADISE - Hamil ton County, Tennessee, in­
cludes the city of Chattanooga. With only 700 Negr o educables in the c oun­
ty, outside of the city, ample funds have been provided for building o..nd 
equipping Negro rural schools . Transportation is furnished high school 
children1 and some on the graded school level f r om sparsely settl ed moun­
tain communities . Some children are carried as far as 74 miles daily. 

The Lookout Mountai n School for Nec;ro children is located in tho 
separate Lookout ?fountain District . It is a one- teacher school , built 
out of pink native stone, with a large classroom that can be divided by 
folding doors , two inside l avator ies , a libr ary room, cloak rooms , and 
with furnace heat . Like all of the other Negro rural schools in Hamil- · 
ton County, janitorial service is provided, with, .of course , ample fuel . 
- --- - - - THE GEORGIA SUPERVISORY PIAN - Urs . Helen A. rni ting has long been 
widoly and favor ably known· for her work along all lines of providing su­
perior educational opportunities for Negro school children . As State 
Jeanes Supervisor in Georgia, she has put into effect·a remarkable super­
v,isory system that c~uld be surpassed with di£ficulty. 

Mrs . Whiting ,has divided the State into districts . At the beginning 
of the year she· nakes it a point to meet all of her Supervisors in group 
State and district meetings . Then she takes especial care to spend some 
time with ea.ch of, her new supervisors in the field . The same organization 
is carried into the counties . The supervisors divide the counties into 
convenient districts , and meet with each group of teachers within the dis­
trict at le8.$t once a month. There is also a county-wide meeting of all 
teachers hel:d each month. In this way an excellent trainine;- in- service 
program is bein~ put into effect, und the projects of the St~te Depart­
ment work ensily·and effectively into operation from the top to the small­
est ruro.l sc_hool . 
- ---- --NE'i'/ ruaLICATIO'-IS YOU CAN ' T AFFORD TO NIDLE-cT - The no.ti onn.l Educa­
tional Outlook Among !~egroes, a new magazine published monthly, except"" 
July o.nd August. The magazine sells for 15t a copy, or year ly subscripti on 
at f 1 . oo. •;rrite to the Editorial Office, 1210 Lamont st., N.n. , wo.shington, 
D. c. for further inforrno.tion. 

The Wegro History Bulletin is published nine times o. year by'the A sso­
ciation for the Study of tfegro Life and History, at 1538 Ninth St., H.1':., 
Vfo.shington, D. C. The subscription fee is ~1 . 00 a year or 12,rt a copy, b't-tt 
if taken in clubs of five or more for class use , the schools will obtain. i t 
for 54% a "ec.r. According to o.nnouncer.ient , 11The subject J11atter{will incl'f.lde) 
•..• sketches of distinguished Negroes born during the month, brief accouots 
of the Hegroes ' white friends whose birthdays fo.11 within the month, the 
discussion of important events which took plaoe during the month, original 
producti~s of children, reports of activities in-the schools , history 
news , etc. 11 
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0 o I . , Our nest Friend 

Tnese stocies were chcsen and re­
w r i t t (:; n f r c rn m a t e r i a 1 r cJ b 1 i s h e d IJ y t h G 
11 L a n c! G r a n t C o 11 E=1 q <:: s a n d U n i v e r • s i t i e s o ·f 
the Ten nessee Valley States.ii . 

It is the teacher 's aim to _give t c 
t r·, e c h i 1 cl r e n i n t h e p r i ma r y gr- D. de s • a b a c k -
'J r o u n d o f a p p r e c., i a t i o n f o r t 11 e i n. p ,~ c v em e n t 
and cons~rvation at.the so il. 

CO N_T [~JTS 

Poor So.i 1 Make s Poor- Ho·mes 

Mak i n~, Hunn i ng Wa ter Wa1 k 

Mother Nature. Helps 

Pastu1,... es Save the Soi I 

Sam p 1 e s o f Ch i 1 cJ r en i s ·w o r k 

L _i st o f - -~ e f .e r- enc es 
1 

• How a n o W t1 e r e -We L i v e '' , A 11 e n 
• f ' • 1 

C e o g r a p h y F o 1~ 8 e g i n n e r s " , 8 o o k o n e , 
Edyth S. Shepherd 



\Ne. make o u r .livi ng from th e soil. if 
the soil is poor we can not raise food to 
eat. We can raise no food for our farm 
a nimals . Then there will be no crops sold 
t o g e t m on e y f o r bu y i n g s h o e s a n ~· i . ., : ·_ ~ ~ . . ·l : . ·~ 
to ve~r to school. 

We keep our soil rich by changi~g our 
crops each year. 

Can you do this? 
~r. M9Knight keeps hi& soil rich . . He 

ra1s~d ten 6aleG of cotton this year. If 
he sell s one bale of cotton for $40.00 , 
how mu ch would he get for five bales of 
cotton? 

$40. 00 
-2~- ·-- •a 

The cost of o ne bale of cotton 
The number of bales sold . 
Amount he wo uld receive. 

Read the story silently. Draw pictures of 
two homes. 
Writ e one of these sentences unde~ ~each of 
the p i ctures: 

1. This farme r keeps his soil rich. 
• 

2. Thi s farmer does not keep hi s soil 
rich. / 

I 

3. Draw a tree !Jes i de the home In whi ch 
you would like to live . 



\ 

.... 

MAK 11\lG RUNN t NG WATER WALK 

When we first moved to our farm we could 
not see the ground at all on rainy days . 
Our corn field looked just like a little 
r iv er. I t d i d not stay like th is very 
long. The water always ran away . We l ik­
ed to play in the ditches left after t he 
w a t e r" w a s 90 n e . • 

01t,eJdav we 1went to the field with Fathe~ . 
He o ~a (1s t 1a t ,1e was go I ng to make a 

cover for our fi eld. What did he mean? 
We thought he was going to make a _great 
big quilt l.il<e the red and b1ue one mama 
was. mak i ng . Then why ha.d he put the plow 
in the wa gon? 

Fa th e r t o 1 d us th a t he w a s g o i n g 1 o • .. • • 
p 1 an t c 1 o v <:H"' t _ o k e e p o u r- f a rm ·f r o rn w a sh i n g 
away . 

The little clover see d babies sent . 
their roots down into the top -~ so i l . 
Soon the f i eld was covered with a beauti­
ful green blanket . 

Now when the r~in drops came , th_ey ~o • 
not run awa.y , tak Ing all of the food w·1 th 
them . They stop and play with the b~by 
clover leaves danciGg ovbr the top - soil . 

l wonder what games they play? 

SEA TWORK· 
Read the story silently to f i nd answers 

to these quest i ons. . 
1 . With wham d i d we go to the field? 
2 . In what did we ride? 



# 

3 . Wha t did we tak8 with us? 
4. What did we think Father was going 

to do? 
5 . Wh a ~ d i d h B re a 11 y do ? 
G. What made th e running wa ter walk? 
7. How does thi s h e lp the farrnc;; r ? 

I f y ou wo u 1 d s e e r, uw IV\o t he r Nat u r- e 
he 1 p s us t a k e c a r· e o f t he $ o i 1 , cu 111 e w i t h 
u s i n t o t he f o r r e s t . • H e r· e a t i1 i c k c a r p e t 
of le a ve s is ~pread o yer th0 so i 1. T~ en 
the carpet o f J eave s I S' c ov e r ed by 1h I c k 
vines and bus he s. Ove r th es e cov e rs, 
~o t h er N at u r e o p e n s he r urn b r· e 11 a o f 1 ea v e s. 
and twi gs, on the tall tre es. 

So you see th0 rain fal l s first upon 
the leafy umbr ellas. Then it rolls off 
a nd f all s down on th e tWiSJ S and vin es . 
The raindrops then sprihkle th emselves 
over the ca rpet of leaves. That is why 
the water does not be a t i t self down into 
the soil. It sinks slowly into the soil, 
where most of it s tays until it runs away 
to make clear springs ahd cree ks and 
rivers. 

Many farmer s plan t tre es on their open 
land. They know that Moth e r Nature 9 s 
Woo d 1 and he 1 p s mak e t he 9 r· o LI n d r i c h a. n d 
keeps the to p soil from washing awa y . 



l. 

'\. 

~-E AJ.W_OJiK 
Have ¥ou ever walked through the woods all 
alone. 

Read the story silently . Write a list 
of Mother Nature's helpers in this story. 
Draw p i ctures of some other helpers you 
have seen i n the woods . 

. . . . . 

Ha v e ya u e v er be en -to a p as t u r· e? W ha t 
d i d you s e € -t n e r· e ? D i d y o u k t1 ow -t hat 
pastures help save the so i l? 

In some pastures the. _grass 9r·ows all by 
i t s e 1 f . T h e f a r rn e t • d o e s ,1 ot h a v e t o p 1 an t 
any grass seeds. Bwt in some places the 
farrner has to help keep the grass in the 
p a s t u r e s g r· ow i n 9 . 

He does this by moving the animals from 
one part of the pasture to aMother . Some ­
times he feeds plant food to the grass . 
Did you kno~ that grasses ~n d plants must 
eat food to make them grow just as girls 
and boys must do? 

;> E t\..J_w_ 0 _R _K_ 
Read the story silently . Wr- i te th ree 

questions about what you have read . Read 
your questions to the class . Ask your 
c 1 a s s h1 at e s t o a n s we r· y o u r q u es t i o n s . 
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