/Q‘Wﬁﬁ/z’«u ’ ) Zo Mo np arl Lk Bk,
Phvo. Zectoic, iy g a;f TS e, 45 ponicte Ponill
#awﬁ?z,/,w@%zz:? #
%JM 7@4‘4.7 , < c Wdfai-r%zo&v}ﬁ
r fimui— ' g w,@%m
R ‘Z""‘“""’ W%’@m ,ca..ﬂé“‘cd "‘-‘*-/\ “‘2{
é.w ot oo, 4 7
B. Jee- fOd Lt 2K e Lo,
@, Oewe Leaekon [ %/Wﬂﬁf&é
Q) Koty v hre iy 2o Latf Locali Tivnon Leantio,
O, Ve, Jrtrers Lo frasy L%.@zézm_ﬁ 7 3nsv. e

.

,

M%M,/ﬂ[%ﬁu care of addiLoomcat

@ .ﬂ/;/% afﬂ .om e ke Nt ah LA E R
. Logulosnais Zg “,ra v‘.’?.{“ -bva.,,./.r 7 o,
* poen v/



Soxg =350
3SXT = 24N
fox = agT
Bs x 2=t
i
g X T

T Pia—u.-...
= by 75 JPox] = oV, 0

ORF ﬂuf_—ﬁi?}}

. gRF grax -r_;._l‘f‘/_ QRF
7/ | MI‘W‘_ Hvrc

-

Jehneon! RELAEC
m— _n}7:73m— 1‘)66
Jehnsens ?,;Jr,

----



RURAL SCHOQOL 5%
B PROGRAM ) W
Nepariment of Fducation S
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L

M. D. COLLINS ﬁ Q0 K
STATE SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS

T T g
Qe T
Mr, J, C, Dixon i\\:: ﬂ& 6 !.'L‘j:h(_c

I

4901 Ellis Avemue = e m
Chicago, Illinois M=

0

Dear Mr, Dixon:

We have arranged for the school at Red Oak to be operated for nine
monthe and to open on the same date as the white schools, This date
has not yet been determined becamse of the State Board's delay in
the plans for free school books.

We have agreed upon a salary of $85 each for the two teachers. Just
what part of this we shall have to request from the Juliuns Rosenwald
Fund can not be determined until the county budgets have been made
and approved. The figures which you used in talking over the matier
recently are approximately correct but we shall write you later and
be specific, Mrs. Turner will not assume responsibility for any part
of the last two months,

I hope you are feeling well now and that your work will move along as
you want it to.

Sincerely yours,
L, M, Lester, Associate Director
Division of Negro Education

Imlime

Copy: Mrs. Hugh Turner, McDonough, Georgia
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August 24, 1957

Dear Hr. Lester: The arrangements for the Red Oak
school, as indicated by your letter
of August 19, are satisfactory, and you may depend
upon us to cooperate with you under the conditions
we discussed the last time we talked about it inm
Atlanta, l.e., we will put enough into the zalary of
the two teachers to enable you (with what they get
from the state) to pay them #85 per month for seven
months. #e will also pay the full salary of these
two teachers for the two additionsl months if, after
you get into it, you feel 1t advisable to operate
the school for a longer term. Will you please write
me as soon as you dscide exactly the amount of money
you will need from us in order that we may set up
our budget? As I have estimated the amount, it can
hardly exceed 3700 if, as I assume, both of your
teachers have professional college csrtificates.

Any questions which may come up
can be discussed when I get back to Atlanta about
the 8th or 9th of September.

Very truly yours,

J. C. Dixon
JCDsHLU

Mr. L- M. Lester
State Department of Education
‘ﬂlm’ Georgil
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September, 1937

TENATIVE PLAN FOR LIFE-RELATED ENTERPRISE AT
MﬁIO-TFAGIﬂER RURAL SCHOOL

Persistent Problems Emphasized:

l. Health

2. Earning an Adequate Living

3. Utilizinz And Contro.lling the Natural
Env1ronm°nt for Ind1v1aual and Social

Setting:

Red Oak is a small Geor;is rurel community consisting of
approximately twenty-five fanmilies. Nearly ell of these families
are farm families. Every fanily in the communit t¥ hes access to e
plot of land which may be used s & Sardei.

Foreword:

The gregt ausber of our people who are continuously moving
from the farm to the cities in pcersuit of a richer and morec satis-
fv1ng life, condi%ions ccrtain vital problems for which our edu-
cational progrem must make provisions, somc of which are;

2. Abandoned farmse.

b. The lowor class of tenantry left on the
farm. |

ce Tho accumulstion in the citics of & larger
population than can be sbsorbed in industry.

Aims:

This lifc-rclzted cnterprisc is bascd on the 'persistent
problcems of living:* Hcalth, Earning An Adcquatc Living end
Utilizing and Controlllnr thc Notural Environment for Individuscl
cnd Social Neods. The Aims orc: ;

l. To providec & scrics of cetivitics involving
thosc cxpericncos ‘which will dcvelop in tho
learncr the ‘intclligencc end skill ncccssary
to mect the changing cconomic demonds so
that the roturns|from their lobor will cnablo
them to meintain'o sntxsf ctory standord of
living.



2e

Objcctives:

-2—

To institute

g mrogroem of activities for the
development of a

worthy use of sporec timc.

Mo jor Objecctive:

Ll

The enrichment of rurel lifc in Goorgic.

Minor Objcctives:

l.

2e

Oe

Ge

8.

Possiblc Approcaches:

l.
Ze

S

To develop an epprceciotion for farming as an
industry basic to our wclfarc,

To develop in youth tho intolligence cnd skill
neecessery to mcet the changing economic con-
ditions so thet thalr corning cepacitics will
(from ferming) meintain a sctisfectory stond-
crd of living.

To develop thec responsibility of and sccurity
in the farm as ¢ homo.

To develon an cppreciation of the importance
of tho soil znd how to conscrve it.

To crocatec gn intercst in raising foods in our
gordcens which 50 to meke up © wholcesome dicte.

To train childron to kcecp 2 reoecord of their
cxpecnditurcs £nd rocoipise.

To lecern to kecep ocur soil fit
2. To preovent crosion
be To rototc crops.

To lcarn to kccp somothing growing in our

gardens the cntire oT e

Class discussions about ferm lifec with childrone
Readingz stories ecbout farm life to childrcen.

Ordering and recding matericl on soil con-
scrvation.




4. Somec gquecstions to be reoiscd in cless dis-
cussion:

te How mcny of us hove gordcns ot homo?

bs. What vegetablcs do you hove in your
sarden?

¢« Whet vogetebles do you plan 50 plant
this f2ll7?

de How do you prepar¢c your soil beforc
yoa plant your gerdon?

e Do you plent vour turnips crnd other
vegeteblas in tho sase plot cvery
Yoor? Why or why not?

fe Do you cver plon mecals from your
serden?

8. How soul@ you 1iko to heve a zZerden
2t school?

Activitics:

Larze divisions for schcol torm:

le Plonting foll gerdons cnd beautifying campus -

(including study of scil conservetion)s

2e Spring grrden (includinz study of soil con-
sorvetion).

3. Demonstrations of planning nnd serving
bnlenced meals at school and in homocs.

Expected Qutcomes:

From these exporiocnces wo hope our pupils 7ill gain
information and find cnjoyment in, and epprccintion of
their onvironment and its uscs to the cxtent that the
lcaornings will earry over in lifc out cf school,

Be Je Reddick
L. Johnsone
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M. D, COLLINS
STATE SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS

Miss Margaril Utley
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Miss Utley:

RURAL SCHOGL
State PROGRAM

Nepartment of Taucation

L

Atlanta, Georgia f (

September 21, 1937

Mrs., Millsap asked me to write and give you the name of the teacher

who hag been employed at the Red Osk School. She is Miss Larnie

Johnson.
w

o

Sincerely, dJ/
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October 1, 1937

Dear Kiss Reddick: I am enclosing our library
lists, which do not, as

you know, include all the books shout little Negro

children, but which we think hsve the best of them.

Inez Hogan has done the Nicodemus books, which

I think are pretty good, except for the fact that

they use so much dislect.

I hope the Iows study was
worth while and thet you had in addition to a
valuable summer an enjoysble one., We are hoping
to get down to Red Osk reasonably soon, but I
don't know at the moment just when,

Beat of luck to you as
you begin the new year.

Very truly yours,

MES: MoK MARGARET S. SIMON

Hiss Juanita Reddick

Red %§¥ aghnnﬁnun_
¢ e, Georgia
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My, J. C. Dixon
Juliuvs Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Aveme
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Dixont

Confirming a letter written you sometime ago with reference to plans
at Red Oak we are re-gtating the financial arrange
Juanita Reddick and Miss Larnie Johnson, tes

s s S ST B A e

Miss Reddick holds a professional four-yesar elementary certificate
and will draw $57.50 per month for seven months from the state.

Miss Johnson holds & 1ife professional twe-year elementary certificate
and will draw $50.00 per month for seven months from the state. With
your consent we have promised these teachers salaries of $85 per
month for nine months, the state schedule to be supplemented to this
extent by your fund.

On the fifteenth of each month from October 15 through April 15 Miss
Reddick wonld receive from the state $57.50 and from the Rosenwald
Fund $27.50., On the same dates Miss Johnson would receive from the
state $50.00 and from the Rosenwald Fund $35.00. The last two months
would be paid entirely by the Rosenwald Fund, Miss Reddick and Miss
Johnson receiving $85,00 each on May 15 and June 15,

I think it better that payments be made direct from your office if
it is convenient. Their address is Red Oak School, Stockbridge,

Georgia, Route 1, I shall notify you if any changes should be made
in these details.

We appreciate your cooperation in this project and shall try to get % o ‘
some good results. i R

Cordially yours, )

. Legter, Associate Diractor
Diﬁsion of Negro Educa.tion

Iml:me

Qe JOL  10/6/57
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October 7, 1957

Dear Hiss Johnson: While I am sure you have a

record of the salary arrange-
ments for the coming school year at Red Oak, I
would like to send this note confirming our under-
standing of them.

Your salary for the nine months
school year of 1987-38 will be £85 per month. This
will be paid to you jointly by the State Departuent «~
of Education of Georgia and the Julius Roserwald
Fund, and on the 15th of each month from October
to April, inclusive, you will receive checks from
the State Department in the amount of £50.00, and
from the Rosenwald Fund for §35.00. For the months
ending Mey 15 and Junme 15 your checks from us will
be for the full {85 per month.

I hope that you will thoroughly
enjoy the coming year at Red Oak.

Very truly yours,

¥ C. DixoN
JCDMILY

Lt '\- - &f(-, L2

) 1

Miss Larnie Johnson Sinile B Y fu g %
Red Oak School, Route 1

Stockbridge, Georgia

o P :\..,.,-ﬂ-
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October 7, 1937

Dear Miss Reddick: Your salary for the nine months
m’gf"of 1957-38 will be
$85 per month. This will be paid to you jointly
by the State Department of Fducation and the Julius
Rosemwald Fund, and on the 15th of eech month from
October to April, inclusive, you will receive checks
from the State Department in the amoumt of £57.50
and from the Julius Rosenwald Fund for $27.50., For
the months ending May 15 and June 15 your chacks
from us will be for the full £85 per month.

Mr. Simon is writing ¥Mrs. Turner
about the roof, and I hope that some repairs will
soon be made.

A1l good wishes for the year.
I hope o see you in the not too distant future.

Very truly yours,
ity i J. C. Dixon

Miss Juanita Reddick
Red Oak School, Route 1
Stockbridge, Georgia
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October 11, 1937

Dear Mrs. Turner: A few days ago I received a letter

from Miss Reddick of
reminding me that the roof of the .cache aj%‘égg'fzfigﬁga--

in several of the rooms. We have ha trouble

with the roof since the teacherage was bullt that I believe
it would be advigsable to have the roof recovered. 1 suppose
Miss Reddick wrote to me about this because we built the
teacherage, However, we feel that all repairs to the teacherage
should come from the rental fund especially set up for this
very purpose. You will remember I mentioned this particular
fund to you on my last visit to your office. It is made up
of a rental of $5 a month, paid during the occupancy of the
teacherage. My understanding was that these rentals, which
could be used only for the upkeep of the teacherage, were to
be placed in a separate account to be handled by the county
superintendent of schools of Henry County.

I trust you will be able to find some-
one to look into this matter before the winter rains set in.

Very truly yours,

i

JANMES

- o

JFSsRW

Mrs. Hugh J. Turner
County Superintendent of Schools

McDonough, Georgia
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DIVISION OF NEGRO EDUCATION
state Depertment of Education
Atlenta, Georgia
September, 1937

TENATIVE PLAN FOR LIFE-RELATED ENTERPRISE AT
ED OAK TWO-TEACHER RURAL SCHOOL

Persistent Problems Emphasized:

l. Health

2. FBarning i Adequate Livi _Q

3. Utilizing And Contrelling the Natural
Environment for Indiv1d 12l and gocial
Needs.

Setting:

Red Oak is & small Geor/ile rural community consisting of
approxinately twenty-five ramllles. Nearly all of these femilies
are fern families. Bvery fanily in the cormunity hes access to a
plot of land which may be used &5 a Zardei,

Forewviard:

The csrect ausber of our people who are continuously moving
from the ferm to the citics in persuit of a richer and morc satis-
fying life, conditions courtain vitel problems for which our edu-
cational program must meke provisions, somc of which are:

g, Abandoned farms.

b. The lower class of tenantry left on the
farma.

Ce The accumulatlon in the citics of & larger
population than can be ebsorbed in industry.

Aims

This lifc-rclated cnterprisc is bascd on the 'persistent
problems of living:* Hecalth, BEarning An Adcquatc Living and
Utilizing and Controlllnr thc Vaturﬁl Env1ronmcnt Tor Individucl
cnd Social Nocds. The Aims arcs

l. To providc & scrigs of getivitics involving
thosc oxpericnces which will dcvelop in the
lcerncr the intelligence end skill noccssary
to mect the changing cconomic domends| so
that the reoturns from their lobor will cnable
thcm to mointain @ sqtlsf*ctorv standerd of
living. 1




Ze

Objcectives:

“2-

To institute & Trogrem of activities for the
development of a worthy use of sperc tinmc.

Major Objcctive:

1.

The cnrichment of rurgl life in Gecorgic,

Minor Objcctives:

L.

2e

Se

S

Ge

7

8e

Possiblc Approaches:

1.
2e

Se

To develop an eppreciation for farming as on
industry basiec to our welfarc.

To develop in youth the intelligonce end skill
nccessory to mcet the changing economic con-
ditions so thet thayp corning copacitics will
(from forming) mointain a sgtisfoctory stond-
ard of living.

To develop the responsibility of and sceurity
in the farm as g homo. .
To develop on epprociotion of the importance
of tho soil znd how To conscrve it.

To crecate en intcrest in reising foods in our
gordens which go to moke up ¢ wholesome dict.

To train. children to kecp 2 rccord of their
cxpenditurcs end rocciptse

To leern to koep our soil fit
2+ To prcvent crosion
b. To rotatc crops.

To lcorn to kcep somcthing growing in our

e i BN 5 |

gordens thoe cntirc yecrs

Class discussions about ferm lifc with childroen,
Rcading storics gbout farm life to childrcn.

Ordering and recding moterial on soil con-
scrvation.




= o

v

4, Somec quecstions to be reoiscd in cless dis~
cussion:

os How mony of us heovo gerdons it home?

bes What vegetablcs do ygou heve in your

' gardon?

Cce Whet wvogelables do you plan to plent
this fcll®

ds How do you nreparc your soil boforc
yoa plent your goarden®?

Ce DO you plent vour turnips cnd other
vegetebles in tho senc plot cvery
Yooxr? Why or why not?

f« Do you cver plan mcels from your
sarden?

8¢ How would you like 1o heve a gerden
ot school?

Activitics:

Large divisions for schcol term:

le Plonting foll gerdons and beautifying dampus =
Adincluding study of scil comscrvotion).

2. Spring g-rden (includinz study of soil con-
soervetion)e.

3 Denonstrations of plenning cnd serving
balenced meals ot school and in homes.

BExpccted OQutcomes:

From these cxporiocnces we hope our pupils 7ill gain
information and find cnjoyment in, and apprccintion of
their cnvironment and its uses to thc cxtent thet the
lecornings will earry over in lifec out of school,

Es Js Roddiek
L. Johnson,.
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FOREWORD

Working at Red Osk has been interesting and inspiring to
the teachers and to the community folk. This has led to the
belief that a description ofIRed Ok and an account of some of
the experlences there may prove interesting to others. This may
also inspire others to try similar or even very different
ventures--ventures which may help blaze the path leading to the
light in this fileld of improvement of living in rural commnities.
It is with the hope that such may be the case that this is
written--"An Experiment in Enrichment of Rural Living Through

Education."




I. A vISION

Mr, and Mrs, Simon of the Rosenwald Fund, vigited many
gchools and communities, rural and urban. They visited many in the
South, They became convinced that something needed to be done for
rural schools and communities in the South and especially those for
Negroes.

They saw that whatever ls needed did not seem to have been
supplied by the impetus furnished by the Rosenwalgj;iars before in
its school=building progray, Thls was shown by the fact that in many
of the places where counties and communities had accepted and built
improved buildings on the Rosenwzld Plan, this had not made the
counties realize the value of improved bulldings, at least not to the
extent of investing more of thelr funds in other improved school
buildings. Nor had the countiee or communities responded to the
challenge to keep the buildings in repalr and furnish correspondingly
improved facilities and instruction. The "Rosenwald School Houges®
were often in poor repalr, had meagre equlipment and had some very
inefficient teaching going on in them, In other communities in these
gsame counties many schools were being held in dilapidated churches,
lodge halls or very, very poorly constructed dismal school shelters.

In the buildings and shelters were chlildren in many cases,
poorly clothed and clearly showing signe of malnutrition, sometimes
dirty and unkempt, being led through some of the driesl and most un-
related-to-living=book matter imaginable by consclentious but poorly
prepared, usually,colorless, unawakened girls and women eslled
teachers,

> = (Jf’h G - &= -
Ag Mr, and lMrs. Simon left the schools and %?Tked about he ‘ (f
\ .

-AFThese were run-'

conmunities. They observed the homes of the childreny/ |
il y
'm 4

down, usually unpainted, leasky, dismal affairs wi
U NIV ERSITY
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D
makeshifts of shelters for tollets, barns, eribs, and plow and tool
sheds scattered about in the yards,

There is certainly a need for something in these communities,

"What ie it?", they asked themselves., They thought and thought. "At
least," they reasoned, "There must be some way to find out something
to help the situation,"

The Simons decided to live in a community and become as much

a part of it as they could and Just see what they could see and do,
They did this, They selected a typleal rural community and lived in
ite Through living in it and with i1t they began to know the com-

| munity people--white and coloreds They learned much about the school,
the teacher, the children and the parents--thelf traditions, customs,
work, pleasures and sorrows, They began to see how the Negro Rural
school even more than some other schoole 1s & resultant of many
economic and soclological factors. They saw how the economic status
of blacks and whites definitely influenced the type of school, how
the Nezro church helped mold school policles and how the general
standard of the people served to hold the school where it i1s. Inside
the school, after noting physical discomforts of the classroom they
were most concerned about the lack of comprehension and other things in
the pupils! reading. The Simons wondered how pupils would learn other
content subjects if they could not read, how they would establish con-
tact with the world's store of written matter, certainly one of the ways
of becoming educated. Another alarming feature was the poor health
practices of the pupils and adults. Publie and household sanitation were
poorly practiced and personal cleanliness of pupils leit mgphhtojbe & >
desired, in spite of lessons "“"learned" in phyeiolog?f a hygigne clasga a.

A Exa!
r

f A
e m—_— e ———
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Children and teackers alike were asleep to the great possibilities
life about them offered to help them learn and also how the things they
learned could help them interpret and enjoy 1life.

And yet as the Simons began to know the boys and girls and as the
boys and girls began to know them, hope came as they saw how quickly
the children and the parents responded to something vital and fresh
in their midst. Quite unobtrusively the children were stimulated and
their responses were immediate end bricht. It was interesting to see
them when the realization burst upon them that what they were studying
in school was related to thelr toilsome lives and that it could also
help them in the solution of the little problems they met daily,

As the Bimons lived and worked én with the community they began to
realize that something could be done for rural comiunities. They
could be awakened, the schools could pulse with life, and living in
typical Negro rural settlements could be improved. They caught the
vision of an enriched rural life. But how practical or practicable it

wee or Just how 1t could be obtained was the problem,



—l-
IT. A PLAN FOR MAKING SOMETHING OF THE VISION

Mr. and Mrs. Bimon, after living in thelr chosen community
for some time, left and observed rural school and community life at
other plces in the United States and abroad. They also conferred
with educators, sociologists, people interested in public health,
members of state departments of educatiolm and with leaders in other
fields, These people all agreed with the Simons that something
needed to be done about the rural situation.

In the fall of 1934 several people were invited to a confer—
ence at the Rosenwald Fund headquarters in Chicago. The personnel
of this body was divided into two groups. One group walled coun-
selors was composed of some of the leading educators from outstand-
ing universities in the country; of widely experienced members of
boards ar funds; of members of state departments of education;
and of other key people, The other group c¢alled explorers had in
1t young graduates fresh from college with their inexperienced but '
vigorous and wholesome zest for tackling life problems; and also
others who had had some years of experlence in eertain fields of
education but had kept and developed the innate vim so that it mas
more mature and a little more wary perheps but still a zest for
living and tackling the problems of adjustment,

And-so this group met in conference at Chicago. Rural educa-
tlon and community life were discusseds The various opinions ex-
pressed were stimulating to the thinking of those present and all

were strongly impressed with the facts,that the South is still

definitely a rural agricultural Bectidn}“séEOQd;.ﬁﬁét tﬁg‘ian&e A @

number of people making up the base of thia.rura%&gﬁructura are the
| I'\ LA ]

=

Negro and poor white tenant farmers and day 1aboﬁ§£é; éhird,_ﬁhat |
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education for rural people can and should be more effective in
helping them get the most out of life. Of course the last point
was the one conference meumbers were most imterested in., It i1s also
the one the explorers kept constantly in mind as they went to various
places in Southern states to do just as the name implied=--to explore,
The general plan adopted by the conference was that the

explorers would be sort of participating observers who would record
their observations and also make verbal reports at later conferences
so that the counselors, who would also visit the southern situations
when possible, might discuss the findings and reports with the
explorers and among themselves, These counselors gradually, with the
help of all, would evolve some suggestione and maybe some machinery
fof helping rural schools to serve thelr people better,

Red Oak Rurel School wammunity wae chosen as one of the
places to be explored and experimented with, This is a write-up
of a brief survey of Read Osk Community and some of the experiences
in working with the people in school, church, and genersl community
life which Mrs, Cannon and I had as we--two of the explorers—-
worked in this community,chosen as one of the fields for observation

and experimentation.
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III., THE SET-UP

The Red Osk School was a typical two-teacher rural school in a
fairly typical rural community, of Henry County, Georgia., It 1is
twenty miles from the clty of Atlanta, three miles from the willage
of Stockbridge, and seven mlles from Jonesboro. Through the State
Supervisor of Negro Education, the comsent of thebounty superinten-
dent, and of the county board of education was obtained to use Red
Oak as a Rosenwald experimental school.

The school would still serve the communlity and county hence
the county still pald the teachers' salaries it would have paild
ordinarily., The teachers made the usual monthly and annual school
reports. The school's opening and cloging hour were the same as
those generally used throughout the county.

What we taught, how we taught , text books used and other
curriculum matters were left to us by the county so that we might
experiment along these lines, Thls left us free to do whatever
we saw was needed for the schcool, homes, church and thus for the
community.

After we looked for a boarding place in the community for two
of us and found it impossible to locate a suitable one, the Fund
was instrumental in getting the county to have a teachers! cottage
built with labor paid by the F. E R. A, The cottaze was ready
for occupancy by the second year of the experiment. The teachers
pald rent to the county every month. This money wes to be used as

& fund which is to keep up necessary repairé._
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IV, THE COLMUNITY - A BRIEF SURVEY

INDUSTRIES

Farmings, While there is come diversified farming in Red Oak
community, yet is is predominantly a cotton commnity, that 1is,
cotton is still the main money crop. However, corn, wheat, and soy
beans are sometimes ralsed and exchanged for commodities or sold
for cash, Red Oak 1s twenty miles from Atlanta--near enough for
peddling to be remunerative, Milk, putter, eggs, chickens, rabbits,
~ squirrels, opossums, vegetables, charcoal, kindling, and "ocord" wood
are carried into Atlanta and sold from house to house. Most of the
timé one or two men take all the produce to town and peddle for the
whole community, Merchants in the nearby stores of Stockbridge will .
accept most of these things also in exchange for groceries,

Dairying, One of the landowners of the community at one time had
a large dalry and many of the people worked in and around this daly
so that they know something about how a dairy is run and some of
them made quite a good living at the work.

Orchard planting. This same landowner at one time had an

experienced nurseryman to come and plant,sclentifically, a good
orchard, B8everal people of the community worked with this expert so
that they know how to do grafting, budding, and transplanting,

Flower Raising. The interests of this landowner are now centered

in raising flowers to sell in Atlanta. A few of the community people

work at the trade and learn how to plant, transplant, prune, tend and

gather flowers for market, > 5 AN a - |

Quarrying. Some three or four miles away is a/  :
57 AR |
furnishes work for many of the men of Red Oak. The'|lpay is fair but I

& rry. which ‘,
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the work is quite hard and sometimes danggﬁaﬁs and unhealthy.
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"Public" Works. Meny of the men at some time or other have

gone to Atlanta or cther nearby places and done what they call "public"
work which usgually means working on highways.

Miscellaneous. The young men of the community may also leave

for nearby places and do a varlety of kinds of jobs such as those with
railroads, sawmille, filling stations, and construction jobs.

The people who work at distant places usually give a 1little
financial help to their people at Red Oak, Many commute whenever
possible and most of them come back home to live at the first opportunity,.

The industries have not only furnished means of livelihood but
they have also influenced the thinking and mode of living of the people.
SOCIAL ECONOMY
Just as in other communities certain degrees of independence
are denoted by the way families conduct thelr household economies, so it
is in our group. In the Red Oak community we have day laborers, share-
croppers, renters and landowners.

Day Leborers. The day laborer is not bound to a landlord but he

1s less secure than all classes and usually has to adopt a very poor
standard of living. Most day laborers get work seasonally and there is
no assurance of fuel and food through the periods of unemployment.

Share-Croppers, The share-croppers are more secure and also more

bound; Two groups are share-croppers in Red Osk. One is called a
share-cropper on halves and the other is called a third-and fourth-

share-cropper. Those who share crop on halves agree to give half of
hi =
their crops to the landlord; the landlord furnishes the tenant atock

j u
implements, seeds, fertilizer, and a house tomlavé"ipf During jhe "l an'x
times the landlord may furnish the tenant food andﬂéi?thing;,_Ke tekes the

estimated cost of these supplies out of the tenant B@Bharb of qye nq£
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at harvest time. This tends to keep the share-cropper on halves con-
tinueally indebted to his landlord.

The third-and-fourth-sharecpopper is not as much a sharecropper as a
renter who pays with produce he reises. The third-and=fourth share;
cropper furnishes his own mulee, fertilizer, seeds and implements; the
landlord furnishes him a house and the land. At the harvest of the crop
the landlord gets one third of the corn and one fourth of the cotton.

BRenter, The renter (called "standing" renter) usually pays his
rent in cash. He pays by the year,

Landowner., The landowners are like landowners elsewhere. They are
the most independent group. They are also the most responsible. They
have shouldered the responsibllities of making their farms pay. They
survive or perish, as landowners, on their merit, thrift, hard work
and good luck,

Red Ok Community Analysis. In one of our social studies classes,

the upper grades made a survey of our community. Of the seventeen
femilles surveyed, two belong to the day laborer group; six to the share-
cropper (2 share on halves and 4 are third and fourth share-croppers);
five belong to the renter group; and four are landowners.

The average size of Red Oak families is sbout eight. The number of
rooms of the dwelling houses ranges from two to seven with the largest
number of famllies living in four and five houses. With one or two
exceptions, the families have at least one cow. Many raise wheat and all
ralse corn and cotton with the exception of the day laborers. The wheat

ralsed is sometimes ground at a mill in the community and used by the

like to cook with the home-made flour as much. a8 thgéfﬁo Yself rising

family but it is more often sold for cash because fhf houasWivesto - r

flour." Most of the corn 1s used for feediqg of Btéﬁﬁfand for mgking

== e
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meal for the family., "Home-made" meal is, contrary to “home-made"
flour, rether highly prized.

From the survey we also noticed that according to the numbers
in the families not one family ralses enough hogs to supply itself
with meat throughout the year. The meat railsed lasts only a short
time. The meat 1s gone Just about the time the small supply of home~
made sorghum syrup gives out. Sweet potatoes and peanuts (f it has
been o favorable year for these crops) may last a little longer,

But just about the last of February and the first of March is the
"lean season," referred to above. Thrifty families may have dried p=as
and butter beans (lima beans) or some canned vegetables and fruits to
fall back on. Ordinarily, however, this 1s the time largest bills
are made at the stores. There is 1ittle or no work to be had because
it is too late for work on last year'ls crops and too early for work
on this year's, so things are usually bought on credit ffom then on
until the gardens begin to yleld. Of course these times are not as
lean witg/%iiiliea as with some, As will be remembered in the discus-
sion about the inductries of our community, many of the young men work
in Atlantg/ggdfhe nearby quarry at fairly steady work and give some
support to their familles.

OTHER SCCIAL FACTORS

Race Relations. ©Only one white landowner lived in the community

when we started our experiﬁent (one has moved in quite recently). One
of the absentee landowners was gquite unfavorable, to say the least, in
his attitude toward Negrces. The other absentece landowners seemed

bearables The one landowner who had lived in the Egmmdnity fornkome

time is kindly disposed. She gave the land _for tthHﬁPooI aaﬂ nhurch.
B8he is a very positive and wholesome 1nflugmoe amon@ﬁﬂha Hagroe of #ﬂg
(S T

community,
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Negroes and the land. An observation interestinz to me waes that

though others may ewn the land, the Negroes have lived here and near
here so long that they actually love the land and feel that they own
1te ©Some have lived here on cne or more "pleces" in Red Oak for
three or four generaltions. The house or farm does not matter so
much, They move from one farm to another but they love Red Oak, It
really is theirs in g sense. They know the characteristics of plots
of ground on practically any place in the community. Even the chiBren
can tell what bottom or what hillside produces different crops best.
They know the woods, the pastures, the ianea and the roads. It is

as 1f the land belonged to them "by right of toil and by right of love."
lt is interesting to note that they stay with the land. To paraphrase
ffom a well known pecem, "Landlords may go and landlords may come but
with the land they stay on hereforever."

The pull of the city. It is also noticeable in this connection

that the city does not always pull the boys and girls away from Red

Oak,. Of course there are some who go to the cities and stay but many

do nots I have seen several young men who had good Jjobe in Atlanta

come back ag soon as good paying work opened up at Red Oak. Some

who work in town commute delily rather than live in Atlanta. To many

of them, some of the customs of city life are bewildering and baffling.
Famlly Skeletons. There seems to be hardly a family but has

among 1ts ekeletons an illegitimate child or a "shot-gun" wedding as
the forced marriages are sometimes cadlled. When such a condition of
affalrs becomes known in a family the first effect noticed seems to
be a definite depression that comes over: the fami}y aslgrfew*jickly w

/N 4
feverish efforts are made to belie or change fao;y¥§ Sonn, however; =

the family bolsters up but the poor girl is not aﬁfﬁ at usual-gyblie

affairs for a period of time., After thE—Illegitigéfe baby is born

JNIVERSITY
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the family bolsters up still more at church and other public
gatherings and will even talk about the baby., One never knows how
these people with hurt pride feel unless they tell you of their own
accord about thelr heartaches and tears, The unmarried mother is
usually quite uncommunicative even with her own family. The
whole family, especially the unmarried mother, is ashamed and
embarrassed bugﬁg;ar it with an air which seemg to say, "Well it's
happened. What's to be done about it but to live on?" They accept
things and adjust themselves and soon the ripple passes over. After
8o long the girl goes out again, The baby is loved by the family
and coumunity. Its place im never disputed in the community. The
mother usually marries sometime after and carries the "outside"
child right along with her unless her family hae grown too attached
to 1t to give it up.

YCourting Laws." All of this 1s prevalent in the community

desplte the very definite lawe in each family regulating when girls
may "court" and when boys are grown. In most families boys are
consldered grown from 18 to 21. It is very definitely understood
that until & boy ig grown or married, he is supposed to obey his
parents or he may be whipped. CGirls are allowed to receive company
at ages ranging from fourteen to sixteen.

Drinking, As in most other communities the mother and & ster
are the pleaders for the men~folk to let liquor alone. The reason
they plead for this seeme to be because of the troublé it may bring
the boys ahd men by causing car wrecks and fights., They seem to have
no speclal abhorence to drunkenness as such._ Asxlfng as thejmen ' }/J
stay at home and do not "raise a reugh house wyf \ them_the women (; .

Ny

tolerate the drunkenness and sometimes relate, ﬂiﬁm humor, aqme ot[
£ =

the silly things "Paw" does when on a spree, HoweyerLJné_ﬁothgr Vho
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has expressed herself to me seems to find any fun in having her son get
drunk., Mothers bitterly oppose boys even tasting liquor,

Frolies. But though the parents admonish, still the young people
go riding in cars; they get drunk; and they go to "frolics." A
frolic is a dance usually civen at some one's house, Ilhsic 1s usually
furnished‘by a man who makes an ordinary ten-cent harp fairly talk., The
rhythm of the music is accentuated by the patting of feet and clapping
of hands of onlookers., From talk of pupile I jJudge that variations
of whatever dance city dwellers are ravihg over at the time are
interspersed with noisy buck dancing and the like., The pillars of the
church and trustees and the highly respected membership of the com—
munity do not attend frolics as a rule but the more or less "wila"
young people, and the sinners and near-sinners among the middle-aged
people frequent such entertainments. Quite offen disputes, fights and
even killings occur. These affalirs are qulte different from church
suppers, concerts and entertainments. The person at whose house the
party is given usually mekes the money for his personal use. (Instead
of a house-rent party familiar in urban centers we have grocery parties!)

Buotlegging Underworld, Any child in the community could tell you

where liquor may be procured in the community. There were two or three
bootleg stills about in the woods of Red Oak at almost any time. Several
railds have been made on them by revenue officers, The fathers of some
of the families have served sentences for working at these stills, One

father was scalded to death at one of these stills, %he '"people"

thg,,-""

r

operating the still pald the hospital and funeral !-.‘."1__:51’11;_ ut nAne‘qr

people at Red Oak ever seemed to know just=who rg%%%y pald, It is

sald that well=to-do people in Atlanta who neVer¢$@39 know ﬁgﬂ$e the




sti11l i1s, finance its operation. MlMuch of the current lore of the
community consists of tales told about the dramatic escapades of Red
Oak's "underworld" workers at the still,

liodern Questioning Attitude. Just as in urban and village centers
the modern questioning attitude has crept through to the masses so in
rural canters it seeme to be evidentalso. It may not be evident to the
same degree or about the same things as in the cities but the question=
ing attitude is surely arriving. In the presence of preachers and
teachers, these people are deferentlal and courteous but the old way of
" taking any and everything said by these leaders as "gospel" is fast
giving way to the new questioning attitude. The preacher who puts
audlences all a-tremble with dramatie noises and nothing else must
expect many of the young and old now to realize and let him know, sooner
or later that they realize that he is ballyhooing, In similar manner
some analyze Biblical sayings formerly taken literally. They now con-
clude that these are parable sayings.

Superstitionts Hold, This seeping through of modern questioning

attitude 1s also loosening the hold that superstitions held over the

peoples Actions may be influenced by recalling the o0ld superstitions
sometimes but I have heard many of them say they do naot think there is

much connection between the black cat, for instance, and the accident
heppening ten miles away. The people are still a 1little hesitant about
saying right out, that they do not belleve ald superstitions and beliefs

but they are at least beginning to question them and to even try them

out experimentally. . — . =
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HEALTH o >

A general statement sbout the healfh of this hunity'a neople [.

should indicate that while there are no outstanding*éiﬂéﬂpre&&”HEfewhr“
JN | VE R S 1.2
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yet health in this community 1is quitg/iegative something. To explain,
there may be no great suffering from one or more dlseases from too
poor nutrition, or from too infested a water suppky, but there cer-
talnly is no abounding positive condition brought about by splendid
nutrition, really pure water supply, good housing conditions, etc,
There is much need of improvement in health conditions in Red Oak,
Diseases. rhere does not seem to be any one dlsease especlally
prevalent either among the children or adults except common colds.
From the physical examinatione given the children by a doector, we
found that many of them have enlarged tonsgils, a few infected ones and
most of them haye a dondition of the eyes, nose, and throat brought
about by the constant recurrence of head colds. No other abnormal
condition was noticed generally among the school childfen, One eight-
year old girl was found to need attention given to her thyroid gland
secretion. The doctors prescription for the condition was fillal
and a definite improvement noted. BSeveral of the women affer from what
they call "female trouble" which leads to the belief that social
diseases are present Even though there are no outstanding cases of
invalidism which show definite signs of belng victims of these
diseases, lMedical treatment for any allment is an expensive item
for Red Oak people and quite often it is very inefficient, If it has
been raining or snowing and the doector thinks the roads will be too
bad, people cannot get a doctor to make the trip. Even when a doctor
does make the trip it costs the people so much that a doctor'e visit
is a rare thing., However, some do have doctor's ﬁisita made %o them,
The older infirm members of the community sit abo %/and ;xl from*ug*k
to week and finally take to bed and gradnally-wa Jamay. Manx of (f
them seem to suffer from high blood pressure, diaﬁésisrfandfcondr%ions
| N J '__;’ E R S I'T
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brought about by over acidity of the bloods According to dlagnoeis
of physicians deaths have occurred 1ln the community from dropsy, heart
trouble, child birth, influenza, pneumonia, chronie appendicitis,
tuberculosis, cancer and accildents.

Foods. Very few children’ or adults were observed to show symptoms
of diseases of malnutrition, From visite to the homes and from obser-
vations of the school lunches we could see that many ehRildren had
unbalanced and even scanty diete through much of the achoo% term period,
In trying to decide how children managed to stay so robust and strong in
spite of this limitation it occurred to me that the superabundance of
fresh fruits and vegetables in their summer and fall dlets must have
supplied them with "extra vitimins" which tided them over the dry food
period of the winter months. Most of them also have milk, butter, eggs,
and fresh meat now and then. Through our surveys in class and our com-
pilation "Earning a living at Red Oak" we found that some of the main
foods purchased, besides the staples, are: salmon, cabbage, cheese and
fresh fish, We took votes,in school,on the foods = the community folk
liked bests In the regular school,with children,cheese and fried fish
won. In the night school,with the adults, white cabbage and fried fish
won. It was interesting to note that fried chicken was liked but was
nothing for them to get excited sbout but beef, which is scarce in rural
communities, was a close runner-up of fried: fish for the adulte and the
children. From conversations and surveys we found that the diet waes much
too loaded with carbd hydrates (bread, syrup, cake, ples)and protein (meat),

and too scarce in minersl matter and vitimins,

Drinking Wter. The drinking water used is rroq’surface welhs an ;f/

springs. As this is a rocky region, both an_ﬁga Bunﬁf

‘ A
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ground, the wells for many families hag to be dug wh%ih
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avoided. However many of the wells have been dynamited through layers
of rock, In surveylng the homes, few instances were found where
according to the situation of the wells, there was much danger of
pollution of the water. The barnyard and outhouses are not customarily
built near each other in thils community. Taking an average for the
whole community, the water supplies are not convenient for the families
as could be desired. Yet they are not as far from the houses as they
are in some communities. lost of the famlilies make efforts to keep
thelr clothes, ﬁouses, dishes and themselves clean but water is not
used as freely as it ought %o be, Quite naturally, those whose duty it
is to bring water to the houses see to 1t that a bucket of water goes
a8 far and as long as possible.

Out houses. Most of the tollets were unsanitary and poorly con-

structed, One family rebullt its toilet and modeled it after the

echool toilet after we buillt sanitary toilets on the school grounds.

The houses of the barnyard on the farms are dilapidated ard because of
the poor state of repalr seem to be quite inadequate to. shelter anything
from inclement weather.

Houses, The houses are generally run down. They are unpainted
leaking structures with here and there a glags window pane but more
often with paste boards, rags or boards in the sashes and quite often
no window sashes at all-=just the hinged wooden shutters swinging
heavily to and from the window opening. Here and there are windows that
have been screened but there is not one“house for our people that has
been completely screened. Very few of the houses have ever had any
paint on them, They are that dark, drab;-indrsq?lba?lsi wﬁatherjbeatQH

7
-4

color, They are in poor state of repalr ganerally

comfortable in the winter time. The firé‘placea gifbﬂ ut a little henﬁ
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which is qulekly spread out to nothing in the cold drafty rooms, Very
few rooms are celled in most of the homes. Practically every home
has a "best room" which holde the household's cherished fineries,
such as vases; paper flowers, crocheted spreads and table covers;
rockers; rugs; dolls or the poorly done statuettes won at carnivels
or circuses, The older girls usually occupy the best room. The
boys! room is usually off from the kitchen. The parents' room guite
often has more than one bed and some of the children sleep in the room
with the father and mother. Some homes have dining rooms but from
observation on days hot lunches were served at school we noticed that
very few have adequate dlshes, utensils or cutlery for cooking and
table uge.

CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Thédchurech building was a large structure badly in need of repairs,
It was leaky and damp and the two small stoves did not ddequaielp heat
1t because the celling was too high. A pastor before our time had had
the church to ralse the celling so that his voice could resound through
the church. He told the members that a low ceiling was bad on his
throats The membership of the church had dwindled much. Even all the
names on the list then were not active. Many church feuds and
unrespected pastors had weskened the church's hold in the community,.
' The school house was the typical two-teacher Rosenwald school
buillding, There were the two classrooms with their adjoining cloak-
rooms and the one room used for industries and what not., When we

arrived the building was woorly celled with. heaven boar@;ng, It was: o

very uncomfortable and drafty. The windows were 5;5a fair state

./

e !! \
of repalr, The outhouses were run—down,unsanitaﬁﬁ%ﬁffairs. There Tas

no well dn the premises, There were no trees anéishrubbepy«oh the—¥— -
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groundes and no definite walk or driveway to the school house,.
It was the typical run-down rural school house found in many
commnitiees of the South.
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V <« AT WORK
Getting Started

Since there were two of us working in this community, the first
thing for us to do was to get together and discuss what each thought
our objectives should be and how we might go about attaming these
aims, We realized that new ones would present themselves to us and
thet we might discard others and alter some but we knew we needed
to have gome goal toward which we might work, We decided that
there would be other more specific aime but felt that the mein ob-
jective would be the enrichment of rural life through our work with
the school and our participation in church:reand other community ac-
tivities, Our experiment, then, would be to discover some of the
waye this could be done through the curriculum content and community
activity. We met the people in church and at several of the homes,
We talked to key men and women anc we asked that a trustee meeting
be called, The people had heard that there would be something dif-
ferent in their school set-up; so they were quite curious, Hence,
8t the meeting called by the trustees there was quite a crowd, We,
explaining that we would be their teachers for the next term, asked
thelir cooperation in proving to themselves as well as to us and
others that rural life could be made interesting and worthwhile, We
explained further that we might not do everything just the way they
had been used to having it done, We brought forth much assenting
when we told them that there was no reason why school church, and
communl ty activities should stay in the horﬂe—apd—buggy sta&e wn n ;’
travel, communication and manufacturing had ad{'
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cauld easlly undefstand that great changes had been made in those
above mentioned fields, We asked them if they did not think life
of the rural school, church, home and community should not advance
and if it would not require different methode from those used years
ago, |

Thus we began building a foundation in their minds so they
would have some means of understanding changes we might make, We
also told them of some of the plans we had in mind, such as ceiling the
school house, helping them get the church in better state of repair
and encouraging community activities, The trustees and patrons were
asked to decide on the time best suited for school opening days,
They were urged to even make sacrifices to send their children to
school and to keep them there, After the opening day was decided
upon,a general clean-up day was appointed before the opening day,
The men were asked to bring tools for cutting grass, clearning the
walk-way, and making a few repairs, The women were asked to come
and help with the work and also to bring dinner for the men, It was
ever kept before them that cooperation would be necessary if anything
was to be accomplished,

Our next step was to.find out as much about the community as
possible before school began, We therefore, attended Sunday school
and church, visited homes, talked with key men and women, talked to
the children, At the clean-up day meet we worked along with the

people who came, talking as we worked end also listening to them

talk, We gradually discovered who the 1eaders were who tne depend-

able members were, and who the mere premise-ma ts were. {ﬁ

In time, we cleared off the yard ana'renov

|m ‘
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tacking up some of the torn beaver boarding, putting in window-panes,

washing the windows and thus prepared for our opening day,

IN THE CLASSROOM

Chenging from old to new , Mrs, Cannon and I decided that

pupils and parents alike would be much more cooperative if we made
changes gradually and after the people had developed faith in us,
Hence, we did not make drastic changes at once, For instance, we
did not abruptly stop them when they rushed into line for & class
or when at the end of a lesson they so meticulously started off

with firet pupil, "One I one'; second pupil, "two I two" and so on
until each member of the class had given & succeeding Roman numeral,

After a week or so, pupils were told that they might remain seated
if they desired, for reading or thet they might stand,

once or twice they may have been told that they did not have to
say the Roman numerals, Soon they ceased to call them off after
class work, Other customs Were thus gradually changed also, We be-
gan letting the children use the textbooks somewhat as they were ac-
customed to do, Gradually but surely and very definitely we used the
books less and less as textbooks and used them more as research

material,

Using Assembly period. We recognized the need of acquainting all
the pupils Wiﬁh certain ideas and of building a certain pride in them
so that they might refrain from some practices and also form other
new ones, Mrs, Cannon &and I decided that our assembly periods would
be valuable for thie, We therefore carefully planned some of the
things we hoped to get across uuring our assembly periods |We also

'f .'1 7
divided the responseibility for the mornings orf ' ks among oursel#@s.
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Thus, w3 had a definite plan and purpose for these periods., Ve
talkegrsometimes the pupils participated; and there were some periods
set aside for appreciations, Practically all rural children are
sccustomed to giving Bible verses 8t morning exercises, We encou-
reged this but urged pupile to learn new ones. We banned certain
over-worked verses such as, "Jesus wept;" "God is love;" and "Thou
shalt not steal." We paid special attention to the manner of saying
the verses, Pupils were urged to téke their time and speak the words
distinctly, ©Some of the matters we, the teachers, discussed with

the children at these exercises were: health practices, such as eat-

ing properly, dressing properly, keeping clean and neat; personality

and character development, discussing such topics a&s volce, posture,

kind of walk (stop shuffling along) general physical and mental

health, honesty, reliability and initiative; what obscene writing end

talking indicated about people; care and use of outhouses; the use of

recess periods; how to act in public places such as meetings, Sunday

school and church (tipping in and out, sitting so that everyone does
not have to stumble all over one to get to & seat, not chewing gum
vociferously in public nor talking too loudly when others are talking),
In connection wiih the last matter we arranged drameatizations showing
the right way to do. We also complimented pupils who we observed

moved 8bout in the school or church more quietly than before., We

also discussed news eventis at our assembly exercises. We used all

the avenues we thought of to tie up the news evenis with knowledge

the pupils already had so that they would acquire the habit of read-
ing and understanding,somewhat, the daily newsp ers (a newaLaper‘ /ﬁ
came to us daily and we shared it with the_pupiég r I Tecall two

happenings the pupils followed with interest an wo whlcn séemed
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%0 interest them in learning more about countries and continents
they had not known existed, These two events were the Italian
acquisition of Ethiopia and the abdication of the throne by King
Edward of England, We managed to work the interest up to such a pitch
that some of the pupils actually looked for the next developments
eagerly &s moet people follow the comic strip series., After we ob-
tained our battery radio set, the whole school listened to one or
tWo very important speeches, They also kept up with gubornastorial
election developments, Quite often events occurred in the community
which could work for good or bad influence according to the interpre-

tation the people made, Asseémbly periods were used to try to point

out interpretations which might turn these events into helping factors.
I think the periods 2ll of us enjoyed most were those devoted to de-
veloping appreciations. At these exercises we used the victrola, the
piano, and group singing to demonstrate types of music and some char-
acteristic of each type, We also conducted exercises aiming at having
the pupils use various parts of the body to express ideas, We noticed
how inexperienced they could be sometimes, We asked them to smile

if an idea made them happy or to frown if it made them angry. We
played mﬁsic and agked them to do with their hands, feet or body whaet
the music made them want to do, The teachers did not get to observe
the most free and nafural of these results because those were forth-
coming only when our backs were turned to the pupils. Those we did
see were Quite interesting, however, Often the teachers read poetry
and the pupile read their favorite poems or prose selection, In
connection with one Negro History weék'éélébfatiég;”a qﬁﬁ%ég} for [ /gf
original poems and stories was conducteqi__Thes%&%fre-zegg_at_asseLply

exercises as well as in the clags periods. Pupiﬂﬁ%aldo readfpapexg
e B ot
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or made reports on ma&terials read at some of the morning sessions,
Health, We as teachers and gupervisors had seen many pupils

studying physiology and hyginene and other health books, yet, we

observed they were still practicing cuite unheal thy habits, Our

aim in our health-work was to get them to practicing health Mabits

so that the wnhealthy way wes annoying to them, We decided that the
best way to do this was to give them opportunities to live health-
fully in school then do follow-up work to encourage the practice in
the homes and church, One of the first steps in this part of our
program was to dig & well on the place so that water would be so
near that we would not mind using it freely. After several trustee~
and-patrons meetings we finally got the well, We had a clean-up-
corner for the young children and a tidying-nook for the larger pupils,
who were encouraged to wash their hands whenever they needed washing,
Many of the pupils came to school early in the mornings and used the
clean-up corner to grest advantege before school opened, often helping
each other, After the teachers had directed thelr attention to points
they should notice about themselves, they helped each other to check
up on the good and bad points, The larger girls would fix each other's
hair, hide the §afety pins which showed or sew up torn places. The
younger ones would help each other part the hair, fix the tie, or
straighten out overall straps, The large boys helped each other also
with their ties, coat collars, and shirt fronts,

Another phase of health-work we practiced vwés effort at trying
to influence the diet of the commumity through the children, This

was limi ted because there was no monéy ﬁitﬁ yhicﬁ;%o bﬁ§ fbo{ ahd [

ssarily meagre,
|

contributions of supplies from the people were #@h

a—"l'

However, we did serve hot coco2 and hot soup on%é or twice ﬁfThe
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puplls in the upper grade room made one or two salads and some
cottage cheese when their study lead to consideration of such
foods, We planted a school gearden and some puplils were given
vegetables to carry home,

The teachers made vigits to 2ll the homes and one day the

scho¢l made a vigit to the homes to see how well the pupils had
put into practice the health lessons they had learned at school, TWe

went to the homes to which we were invited, The walk was quite tirimg
to the teacher but visiting meant so much to the families that she
felt well repaid., Too, we went on the trip looking for sanitary
privies, clean houses and good, well-arranged water supply. The
pupils in each home were to tell just the part they played in pre-
paring the home for this inspection, The parents corroborated the
puils claim and were Quite proud to have their homes visited es-
pecially as they were complimented for cooperating well in helping
the program for community betterment., In thie commection the school
newspaper wasg of value, The families were just 2s happy over seeing
their names in the Red Ogk News &s people generally are about favor-
able publicity. This caused others to try the same things and in-
vite us later, Even Red 02k could be given the fever of "Keeping up
with the Joneses,"

In connection with these practical things we also taught some
theory, recognizing that there are certain facts which must be knowm
about health if one is to practicé heelthful living intelligently,

yet we tried to make practice the keynote of our health work,
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Reading, As is generally recognized in any sciool program
reading ig the basic subject. It did not take us long to find out
that at Red Qak there was gre2t need for attention to reading and
exﬁecially remedial reading, As is generally true of southern schools,
the pupile were retarded in all fields because they were poor readers,
We felt that 1f we could improve their re2ding we could improve
achievement in other subject matter fields, At first we did not
know the actual mental abilities of the pupils, Later, however, Mr,.
Whiting from Atlanta University came out and directed & class in
tests and measurements in administering intellizence and achievement
teste, We found we had an average group of Negro boys and girls in
intelligence, though their achievement scores were cuite low, Since
we had a group with average intelligence, we believed the retarda-
tion must have been due to some cause other than ability, The
pupils were slow, blundering rea2cders Who understood little they
read, mispronounced many words and did not even know many of the
words they éhould have known, Thelr difficulties were analyzed as
due to meagre and limited life experiences, use of too hard reading
matter, general scarcity of reading matter, and lack of motive or
abiding interest in reading to gain information, It seemed that
it had never dawned on any of them that reading could be useful to
them in solving their present needs, They were 1nteresfed in it
only as they advanced so mény psges in a book, They had veen led
to believe that "how far they went in a book!" was & worthy measure-
ment of reading skill, After noting these difficultﬁegfgeedﬂﬁg
overcome in our reading program, we ‘decided thaf there were| seversl
things we "wens oo do, First, we planned to _%Iich the exnerienL

— /
of the pupils; next to make available an abund?ﬁﬁe of simole and |
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eagy reading matter, and third to use whatever meang we could
to create interest in reading and to build a permanent desire in
the pupils to read and to alter living according to ideas gained
from reading,

Our program to enrich pupil experience included such things
as excursions to saw mill, to syrup mill, to farm home, to games
in other communities, to town to visit schools by committees from
the class groups, One teacher of summer school gave the children
a very enriching excursion to the city park. We alsgo gave con-
certs, plays, parties for Valentine, Thanksigiving, Christmas,
Easter, etc, We told the children many stories or read them poems,
Vieitors were invited, We told the children much sbout them and
asked the visgitors to tell even more about where they lived and
what the boys and giils of their homes did, We acquainted the
pupiles with mégazines, newspapers, and pictures., We discussed all
of these and helped them understand them. Pupils were encouraged
to visit at the cottage and listen to the radio, All of these
experlences gave us more material to which we could tie up or
relate their reading matter. For instance, many children had never
been to a party before we gave one at school, When & lesson came
up in the reader about a party, we had something in their experience
to relate the lesgon to, They could understand the ideas in the
lesson, They would 2lso have more interest in the material,

To begin our abundant supply of easy reading material, we first
procured catalogues from school supply houses and lists of free end

low cost materials, selecting and ordering aomejbgﬁtheVEIﬁpye Te '1n§/f’
material from these, Then we Vielted PFive anﬁgﬁ{}—centQStares and
2 A T -

book stores constently and bought as many of tﬂéﬂbimpie stogy boois
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and information books as we could, attempting to get those with
attractive pictures, We also procured a Rosenwald Library. We put
these books about in our clags roome,and never discouraged a pupil's
reading in them--especially the retarded readers, It was quite
amusing to see the greet blg fifteen and sixteen year old pupils

rushing for the simple books such as Little Red Hen and Peter Rabbit

and leaving the "heavier" reading matter for the younger ones, They
enjoyed reading those stories because they could read them, and 1t
gave them pleasure to accomplish something rather than to have to put
thee DoOks down because the words and ideas were not understandable to
them, They were encouraged to tell what they had read, They were
also encouraged to read orally more than they would have been other-
wise because their rate of silent reading did not exceed their oral
rate and also because they needed practice in enunciation and pro-
nuciation, Quite often the main reading of these retarded pupils
was the reading for the appreciation of the whole class from some
story the pupils had prepared to read. They were complimented if they
showed progress and were told how they could improve even more,

In the lower grades the pupile were introduced to reading
through experience charts, sentence racks, word and phrase cards.
They were then given the book, Even after they were introduced to
the book, their experiences were worked into reading lessons and these
were used now and then to create interest and enlarge their vocabulary,
To illustrate: One day a boy brought in a rabbit he had caught in
hie raboit box in the back of the acpoo} gfrd. ?hQHChi,EE?n ta;keq

4\ 4 & Y

about the experience and the next day the te&ChE‘PJ‘I.;-;JJh&d prepa a
\

SR, oy 7
reading lesson from that happening common to ali‘:‘/q them, y
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We were fortunate enough to have a primer-type typewriter.

With this, with Ditto carbon, and a hectograph much seatwork pertinent
to the experience lessons and to the lessons from the books was

maéde, The pupils were given much exercise in working with seatwork,
‘This helped their comprehension considerably and &lso served to.

check it for the teacher, The word and phrase drills helped to in-
crease the speed of reading, With these methdal s and aids to teach-
ing the primary grades began to read feirly well,

In the intermediate grade reading,all the pupils had to be
treated as remedial cases at first, Soon, however, some few pulled
out of the group and begzn to do representative work, To bring them up
to this and to 1ift the others a 1little the main point was the one
mentioned abovee--supplying easy reading material until pupils were
ready to handle material of their grade level. We uéed much more
word drill with pupile of the urrer grades than would have been
necessary if they had been up to grade level, They were taught to
use the dictionary to find out how @ pronounce words, how to spell
them, andyhat thelr meanings were. The pupils Who were ready for
it were taught how to outline. In the upper grades, the social
studies material was the bagic matter. There was also supplied material
for pleasure reading. There wag the period of the day when pupils
read to the whole class selections they had studied and prepared.
However, the more serious reading period was that when the social

gstudies material was used,

Other subject matter fields, Most:~ o$r apugies,aeaxered around

our social studies, They were introduced thro the praaentat194

of social facts about our own communityl our otﬁfﬂ SubJGCtB @IOWiné
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out of what we learned in this connection, As we spread this
learning from our community to other communities and other states
our lessons: in other fields also broadened out, To illustrate:
When we were finding out facts about our owm community in social
studies, we were also solving problems in arithmetic that we knew
to be community problems, In our social studies class we made a
survey of our community. In our arithmetic class we worked out a

little study "Making a Living at Red Oak. In lenguage we talked

and wrote 2bout such things @s "Hog-Killing Time at Red Oak" or
"The Story of Red Oak Pine Tree," During the languasge period we were
also writing material for our school newspaper--material about hep-
penings in our community, The spelling and writing would often be
about things of our immediste environment, We gave much attention to
oral language, as well as written, Not only were pupils given op-
portunity to express themselves formally by discussing topics they
selected but they were also given opportumity to carry on free con-
versation with the guidance of the teachier, An excellent time for
this was during the art or free activity period, The pupils talked
to each other and to the teacher. They telked about things interest-
ing to them, They freely told jokes on each other, The teacher had
opportunity to guide the manner of conversation as well as to dis-
cuse their ideas and ideals with them,

Most of the spelling was written, Quite often spelling, writing
and language lessons were conducted during the same periods, We
were especially interested that the pupils learn to exnress themselves

well in the type of letters they find dd-mec ssamy  to u:ita from t&me -]

-
[

to time, Practice was given in making out mongﬁ\?rder applicatiaﬁs,
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in filling out blenks for mail orders, writing letters inviting
people to vieit, and also letters thanking people for kindnesses to
them, It was observed that writing seemed a slow painful process
for the pupils at first, It appeared that they needed opportunity
to develop the habit of free, easy and coordinated muscular activity
so that writing could be done more dquickly and smoothly, For this
reason writing movements were given them as ﬁell ag actual writing
situations, The reason for these drills was explained to them and

1t was gratifying to notice improvement in the writing of a few,

AOTIVITIES

Agide from the subjects generally found in the rural school
cuwriculun, we also gave opportunity for expression in freé hand
drawing, painting, clay modeling, construction work, home economics,
and supervised play, Though the writer does not draw or paint well,
she purchased a guide book in art and tried according to its sug-
gestionsg, to guide the pupils in these activities, Her aim in these
fields was not the development of artists but the furnishings of an
opportunity for self-expression and inepiring the desire to create,
The same aims were hevs in the clay-and soap-modeling,

Gourds were also used in our activities, which gourds are quite
plentiful in the community, Since many people use them as dippers,
the 1dea occurred to me that they ﬁight make useful flower containers

for our classroom, The pupils were asked to bring gourds of various

/

ious u%$? soue could be LBG{

for hanging vases, others as bowls, an& some wﬁiilonly the ﬁypicai

slzes., We experimented with them firvj—i e Way-weﬁgu% tiiem ‘off] -

We thus had receptacles suitable for

===

dust-catching ornaments, The pUp113|were ur%ed to cut'tP?m 80 that
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they could be used for something, We next experimented with carving
and painting them, All of us enjoyed this., Some of the results
were unpleasant to sa8y the least but others were beautiful. At
least we had tried our wings of self-expression., We had seen color
combinations and designes we had created. If we used wisdom in combining
we saw that the result was attractive. We learned something about
colors from the experience. Using of thought and wisdom in combining
colors gave the pupils new ideas, :
'Another activity in which there was much interest wes the school
newspaper, The material consisted of 1mpbrtant news of the day which
the Red Oak people could understand such ag presidential and gubnator-
ial election returns; Red Oak school news such ag accoumnte of activi-
ties carried on, visitors to the school, new equipment or supplies
obtained, aﬁd short compositione by pupile on suggested or selected
subjects; notes on boys &nd girls clubs; church and Sunday school newe;
community news such as accounte of visitors to the various families,
statement of illnesses of people ur-accountg of deaths and funerale;
and a poem or passage of scripture selected by a pupil or a letter
from one or both of the teachers to the community at large. Oww Wednes-
nesdays at the language period one of the boys or girls would go to
the board and write the headinge of the various divisions of our paper,
The pupils would name subjects to go under each heading, Two or
three pupils would be assigned to write on each topic. They were to
write short concise &rticles and they were to write them according
to what they had learned about writing in the language spelling and

e, =0 =y )| S -
writing classes, The teacher would chec forjmigﬁﬁkes and on_Thurgﬂay//{
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night the teacher would edit the paper and type the news With
hectograph carbon, Friday affernoon during the activity period

the editor and his gtaff would help run the paper off on the
duplicator, From fifteen to twenty-five copies were made each

issue, These were sold at five cents per copy. The towms-people

who paid less for their great big dailies teased us and said that

we had a sort of "racket" going, However, I think the people
understood and algo I think we gave them something they wanted.

We explained to them that they and we knew three sheets of news
written in large type was not intrinsically worth five cents per

copy but as a meane of raising money to help finance projects of the
school we thought the paper deserved support. The people said they
wanted the newspaper and would pay for it, Most of the people could
read a little but they did not have much to read at home, Thisg little
paper was like & new book each week to them, written in large print.
Most of all it glorified haprenings in their own lives! We had an
editorial staff which was elected twice @ year., The treasurer actually
kept the money, which was reported to the whole class each week Dy
the circulation manager and the treasurer wrote & receipt in the
secretary's account book each week for the amownt received. TWith

the money from the Red Oak news we bought two large pictures of

Negro leaders for the school, made donations to the funds for ceiling
the schoolhouse and fencing in the school yard., Whenever money was

donated the class voted it out, At these meetings the pupils learned
>

7

something about reliability, trustworthines j 1ntegrityL and decent J—
hey alao had practice 4

ways of conducting business transactie# ‘
in evaluating worthwhile and non-worth#hile wa#éﬂéf gpending|mone&
Some home economics work was done éven beﬂb;s the - teacheral—— S
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home was completed, The pupils who were taught to sew, made cur-
tains for the school house, Others made cocoa and soup, We were
especially anxious to have the pupile learn something about the
necessary articles for simple table use., We had obsgerved the forks
and knives were scarce'in the homes, Spoons were a little more
plentiful but theére were not neerly so many as there should have been,
We had demonstrations showing how to set a table and how to use the
various articles, After the teacher's home wes completed, we did
even more of that. We had groups of them over there and conduwted
cooking lessons, We paid special attention to their washing their
hends when necessary to washing, scalding and drying dishes (so that
they were not rough when supposed to be clean), We had them sit

and eat what was cooked with the correct article--knife, fork or
spoon, We taught them how to make up a bed how to clean & room how
to care for stoves and fireplaces and how to iron clothes.

The boys were guided in making articles for repairing and
beautifying the home, such as repairing steps, screening windows,
meking flower boxes and putting in window panes, The boys were also
caerried right along with the girls to the hou;giizggﬁ;art they should
play in meking & home a pleasant plece in which to Jive. From this
discussion came the requesgt that they be allowed @ day for cooking,
The girls cleaned the school-room that day and the boys donned aprons

and
and cooked, being very proud of their resultslgncouraged by the

teacher and the girls,
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NIGHT SCHOOL

Quite eften parents are as much & preblem in trying te help
pupils as the pupil themselves are. Ve realize this and theught that
classes fer adults weuld net enly be enlightening te them but ceuld
be conducted in such & way that they weuld better understand seme ef
some of the newer departures in teaching. The desirability ef hav-

ing night scheel for adults was discussed at P. T. A, and several

members expressed eagerness toc attend. I was like meny ether teachers

weuld probably be. I felt that I would be toe tired at night te teach.

HeWwever when the community folk began te come to night scheel from
homes miles away and when they came en celd reiny nights - eager te
learn - T forget that I was suppesed te be tired, In fact I wes
net tired any mere. The work was interesting and &ll of us enjoyed
it.

We planned our opening exercise with the same care that we did
those for the regular schoel. Ve planned topics fer a week and
specifically for each of the three nights of the week. (Night school
was conducted londay, Tuesday, end Wednesday nights). Some of the
weekly themes were:federal agencies which might aid the farmer;
government-election officers etc; farm accounts; money crops for
our secticn, other than cotton; what & home should be; attributes of
the good citizen; avoiding communicable diseases; proper diet; dem-
onstration of how to care for sick - how to bathe petients snd make
bed with patient in it; demonstration of how to prepare food for the
home patient; demonstrating how to use tableware. All of us enjoyed
the demonstrations. Mrs. Cannon acted & £ thgjpatieﬁt while I showed

tient. g%\removed our wgiﬂen
rf“ 4

clothing to show them that if possible elo thes tﬁﬂﬁ can not be uashed
e =

how te make the bed and how to bathe a P

b .n‘/
4

e

JNIVERSIT



-B -

should not be worn in the sick room. The night we demenstrated the
cooking of food for the sick was enjoyed because we introduced some
new foods most of the older people did not know about amd did not
know'they would like We tried to use materials they have or can get
easily. We showed them how to prepare frult attractively, how to
make toast, how to poach eggs, how to meke baked custard, how to pre-
pare salads and geletine desserts. It seemed that &ll enjoyed samp-
ling the foods prepared. The men were =s snthus sizstie sbout these
lessons as were the women, We held such class meetings, as those de-
seribed above in the teachers cottage. It was hofed that familiarity
with and use of the srticles in the home would influence the ideals
and desires for home improvement. Now and then we would be gratified
to notice touches in the homes which proved that the demonstrations
in the cottage had made worthwhile impressions.

The schedule for the other work consisted of a short reading
period in which the members reported on new articles or other material
suitaeble for them which they had read or would read at thé class pe?iod.
Next, one of the teachers conducted a spelling class, after which the
other teacher taught srithmetic. For these lessons,the peoplekinterest
and need furnished the gulde as to what was to be taught. In spelling
the class members' helped compile the list they studied. The words

.were those the people use every day such as soap, onion,superintendent,

kitchen, etc. Some phonetic training was given in connéction with

the spelling. According to typical rural customs the people were quite
interested in spelling. They usedto call out words across the fields
to each other. It is strange to me, but onion was the "Waterloo" of

prectically the whole class. When any member m&st@red oniaﬁ superin-"

tendent, and bureau, he or she as well as the W## e class thought‘phat

~person: was realy spelling. After this came tﬂéwgrithmetic class[

-
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period. The members were drilled on the fundamental operation and
later they wer shown how to use the operation to solve problems com-
mon to Red Oak people. They were taught the value of giving and get-
ting receipts and how to write them; the writing of epplications for
money orders and filling in mail order blesnks; importance of banking
money, how to deposit and how to write checks; how to keep household
accounts and their value; meaning of interest on money horrowed or
loaned. At the end if one of our school term, each member was presen-
ted with & little book and was asked to keep his or her household accounts
for the summer months. At the beginning of the next term several brought
their books in., They were enthusiastic about the velue the experiment
hed been to them. Those fer enough advanced to do so had balanced
their books by the month end they could tell from time to time how they
stood as regards income and out go.

Not only did the adult class members enjoy the work and learn
much subject metter and much to help them in their every day living
but they night school accomplished another important service. Whem the
parents saw how interesting it was to study things pertaining to thelr
lives rather than mere textbook information they were much more under-
standing and appreciative of what we were trying to do with the children
in the reguler school, This is one of the problems meny teachers meet
when they try the newer type of teaching, was solved by exposing the
parents to learning processes conducted on the new plan. We had very
1ittle gquestioning from parents about why we did ndt follow text books
page by page. Ve were acquainting our adult community group with the
curriculum reconstruction idea by actually using it on them and m&king

it so interesting that they saw the value of theﬁnew WY, ‘
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IN THE COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Home Life. After we started living in the community we became
"Red Oakites". We were their teachers but we were also their neighbors.
We visited our people and discussed their home problems with them and
in turn invited them to the teacherage and if we had any tasty tid-bits
we shared with them just as they did with us when we visited them. Con-
cerning problems we met in adjusting our home in the community and in
the town of Stockbridge, wa_ahked advice of Red Oak members we considered
capable of giving it. We visited the sick and paid our respects at the
nwakes" held for the dead of the community. If our neasrest neighbors
needed & cup of sugar or the like they felt free to borrow. To the credit
of Red Osk it was interesting to note that this custom was not abused.
The members of the community were generally just as proud of their "credit"
as borrowers as we were.

Another important phase of our community activity was the perticular
one of living in the lovely little teacher8' home which we named the Red
O0ak Tescherage. The importance of this phase day in the following facts:

the house was small but a very neat, compact example of what a comfortable
rural home could be; the manner of conducting the household business could
serve as an insriration to aweken them to improve household management in
Red Oak homes.

The teacherage had three rooms and an enclosed back porch., The com=-
bination living - dining - and bed - room extended cross the front of the
house. There was a besutiful fire place. The room was furnished with a
studio couch, two rockers, one lovely, big easy chair, a "center"” table,
book shelves om either side and a combination window seat and cateh - all
chest under the eastern window, and at the wastern and of the *oom there

was & dinnette set which when not in use for eatin@.?urpeses lent itkelf

well to the living rocom effect. The bedroom wes hhhﬂnd the eastern enﬁ

_
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of the living room and was furnished with a bed, chest of drawers

with mirror, a small stove, a chair and & night table. There was

& roomy closet for the bedroom. The kitchen was behind the other (the
western) side of the living room. This was furnished with a grand cook-
ing renge, an enamel-top kitchen table with the stool, garbage pall, and
a set of canisters to maetch. There were shelves Tfor the dainty but
servicable set of dishes =2nd the pantry held a complete set of cooking
vtensils - mostly good grade aluminum and iron ware. The enclosed
back porch was used as a room for the boys who steyed with us for pro-
tection and help., I had the pleasure 6f helping select th: furnishings
for the little cottage. It was & most thrilling experience, The whole
was furnished from a well known mail order house which has & branch in
the city of Atlanta., This:fact and the simplicity and appropriateness
of the furnishing made it something Red Oak Community members could
aspire to model after whether they ever attained it all or not.

As to the household managment there were a few practices which the
teachers hoped would influence Red Oak households. First we demonstfatad
what definite budgeting of money respohnsibility and duties could mean
in making a household run smoothly. Mrs. Cannon and I decided on the
plan to have one teacher look after internal household affairs and the
other one to attend to matters pertaining to the upkeep of the outside.
When Mrs. Cannon left the work, after the seéond yeer and Miss Reddick
came to Red Oak we decided on another plan. The teachers alterm ted
the attending to all the affairs pertaining to the management of the
household each month. Both plans have their advantages and disadvantages.

It seems though, that the sdvantages of the latter plan outweigh the

disadvantages in that this plan gives both teachers valuable experience ,

and help each to appreciate better whay tha‘othéwéona does.,
/i 4\

The second practice deemed valuabl% was ﬁﬂ@;bak;ng”dut_of weékly
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This mey not seem so important tc one who has never lived several miles
out in the country where roads to town may be impassdble before the
week is half gone, The practice of making out the menus for the week
gave us the opportunity to purchase fresh meats and fresh vegetables to
the best advantage for a week’s feeding. This type of looking ahead also
gave the oprortunity to save by planning shead for the use of left-overs.
For instance if we had liver for dinner on Monday we might save the
expense of buying something for Tuesday lunch if we definitely plenned

to used the left over liver to meke ground liver sandwiches or combina=-
tion salad. Planning ahead also helped us to purchase our ice supply to
the best adventage. We kept the menus tacked up in the kitchen and urged
any of our neighbors to look at them and discuss them with us. We wanted
to know what they thoughl of the mems$ and how suitable they were for Red
Oak uses. We never knew definitely that the exact idea was wused in any
of the homes but we had reason to believe that our method influenced
three or four homes, especially thpoough the young people of the community
who helped us from time to time in the home.

Entertainments =~ Since entertainments furnished one of the chief

recreations of our people we made definite plans to meke our influence
felt in this phase of community life. One of the first ones we attended
was held in the church and took the form of a debate with selling after

the speech-making. The subject of the debate was Wife versus lother.

After much inquiry we found that the real question was this: "If your
wife and mother are both drowning which one would you save first?" At
first,one probebly thinks of the humor to be found on such an occassion
but on second thought one sees deever and reallizes that this is at least
something to build on. Meny teachers would be glad 'tc have a community
to work in whiech could stir up enough inmerest %H?the people to gat then

Hf\| |
out. to a debate and selling entertainmsgt. Thewq?lling was eonduoted
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from unattracted parcels placed carelessly about en unprepared tables

or benches in the church. The teachers did not critize or spurn this
humble entertainment but entered heartily in the activities of the affair
and helped the patrons meke plans for another debate. Of course the tea-
chers welcomed the opportunity to make suggestions as a chance to begin
the program of improvement in the community entertaimment. The teachers
cooperated with community leasders in putting over their affairs but our
best opportunity to exert influence came when we gave school entertainments
At these we demonstrated the following things: importance of planning
and assigning committees to definite tasks; the enjoyment derived fram
beautifying and decorating the rooms and the tables or standsrusedsthe
dignity added by serving refreshments neatly and decently; the importance
of planning a program of gemes. We boughﬁﬁ'with entertainment funds,
certain necessities for our program in this field such as several lamps
with reflectdmms, colorful oil cloth for our serving table, and paper
napkins. Before each entertaimment the teachers decided on phases for
which each would be responsible. One might take charge of the selling
while the other saw to it thet the group was entertainéd and that some
trustees or key patrons were on hand to preserve order. Qgéaggriﬁxee

games we found popular with our folk were: Rachel and Jacob, wink'em

in 2nd Wink'em out, Going to Jerusalem, Spinning the Plate, Black Magic,

Picking Peanuts and Jack-in-the Bush. As to refreshments we found fried

fish, weiners, fried chicken, oranges, ice cream, apples, peanuts,pies
and cakes to be favorite ones but we tried & spaghetti supper one night
and had success in spite of the fact that most of our visitors were

skeptical and anxious to see how that "ferghetti" was going to look and

taste. At most of our entertainments the parants volunteered to donate,
some thing such as chicken, cake, pie or a quarteqsworth of fish or frult

and en such articles the mrofit was clear. Usualﬂy’things 11k$ ice cream

|I|
;/

and large amounts of fruit were bought by The teacher before the

=



4=

entertainment and the cost taken out of the proceeds. This requires
the use of good judgement if one was not to"go in the hole" because
if it racumed the evening of an entertaimnment there was sure to be
& slim crowd or none at all then there would be a great loss.,

At our entertainments we acquainh#our people with appropriate types
of decorations, games, and refreshments for parties for different oc-
casions. I can recall vividly how much the pupils and patrons enjoyed
the first Hallowe'en party with its attendant apple bobbing and the
éhristmas and Easter affairs with their appropriate activities.

The teachers were quite gratiffied at results of this phase of the
prggram for community improvement. While there was much room for im-
provement still small and few items are significant in rural work so
we felt happy when we saw things as the church people taking great pains®
to make their entertainments 1ike those at the school house or when we »
heard the young men from outlying sections who had frequented@ ouwr school
parties telling strangers that they would have to take their hats off
at Red Osk parties or that "they" don't allow certain ways of acting
in this community.

Club Work - The Boys Club was organized to interest and keep the

older boys in school andf%he younger ones of those out of school and
also to afford them an opportunity to help the school and community.The
club had its own officers,a teacher - sponsor, and & patron-sponsor. At
first they met at the school house every Friday night. The second year
the custom was started of holding & social meeting once a month at one
of the club member's home. The other business meeting were held at

the schoolhouse. The first takk for which the Boys' Club assumed the
responsitility was the fencing in of the_school,ygrd._.qhay raiseg.the"

o -
AR

community forvests, The men of the P. T. A. h§=ﬁpd them.supply enough
.?_;.-_', Iy |

labor to do the work. _ "

money from club dues and enterteinments. ﬁheyﬁggve the posts from the
[T ", .
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The club also sponsored the program for the chureh and Sunday School and
one

and on/occasion the elub ascted as a unit in & church rally and raised the

largest amount of money of any group. This club and the Girls club also

considered plans for getting 4-H-Club work established et Red Oak.

The Girks' Club was organized by Miss Reddick., Their asctivities were
centered around self - improvement along literary and industrial lines and
also eround a program of helping the school, church and Sundey Sechool. The
elub furnished numbers on various community programs and it sponsored en-
tertainments, It had & treasurg made up from club dues. Its big objective
was to equip the extre room in school hocuse as a library rocom and general

vtilities room on some ocecasions.

THE P. T, A, Right along with the adult class the P. T. A. meetings

were intersperseéd., The association had it officers and reguler meeting
nights. Some of the accomplishments of the P, T. A, were: the ceiling of &
the school house; digging and redigging the well; landscaping the yard by
planting grass and shrubbery, hauling and spreading quary dust to make walks
in the school yard; preparing the plot and helping plant the school garden;
experimenting with the raising of wheat on the back part of the school lot;
helping Boys' Club fence in the school yard., The funds with which te do
these things were raised by assessﬁents and from the money made at the
school entertaimments spoken of in former paragraphs.

Another phesecof the P, T. A. activity was that of parent education.
At each meeting some speaker or one of the teachers talked to the assembly
about some topic helpful to the people as parents and cooperatObfi in the

school program. The writer reca’ls one phase of our school et up of which

the people were in much doubt as to the: wigﬂﬁm of ita ‘use. The parents KJ

OZI chﬁ*ﬁren.was by whipping.
y kind talk. |ng gaid

felt that the one way to discipline the Re

They often inferred that children would'nt‘li en“J

their boys and girls just had to be whipped or the‘f*vd— a0 the“seme tnifg™

] -

over, ' l ' d ‘ | '-”f = ¢ '-’ J | .I/.
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The teachers asked if their children did not do things over and over for
which they had been whippéd., The parents had to admit that this was true.
Red Oak was asked to give discipline a chance which tried to let boys

and girls think their way out of situations evem If they did make some
mistakes. The people were thanked for cooperating to try to prove that
rdhl boys could prosper if they werenot cowed or beaten into submission
but allowed to think. Toc some of the patrons the idea of bheing pioneers
brought a sense of pride but they still were not thoroughly convinced
they tried to talk the theory on their faith in their teachers. Thus at
the P, T. A. we were doing parent and patron educating as well as rais-

ing necessary funds for school activities,

IN THE CHURCH

From the very beginning the teachers recognized the importance of
teking part in church attivities. This is one of the reasons the matter
of living inthe community was given such serious thought. The teachers’
plens were that one or the other would make it a point to be at the church
meetings. Meetings were held once a month. Quite often both teachers ats
tehded. Both teachers accepted assignments with class leaders in the
church and peid church dues regularly. Busiénss meeting for the church
were attended and the pastor was'cooperated with in any way possible.The
teachers led movements to paint the church altar and to appoint clean-up
days fdr the Ehurch yard and cemetary. Both teachers worked with church
members in these activities. TFor special exercises for church occasions

the teachers helped arrange the program and also drilled the participants,

When distriet meetings or presiding elder meets ware held at the churchJ
and basket were asked for by the mﬁmberJ thr te??hers prepared their

share and added a touch of green stufd ﬂn the f’Vlﬁof a salad which




T
it was hoped would not only serve &g food but would be another tiny
wedge to get proper feeding ideas over to our neople,

In similar manner there was particivation in Sunday School, The
teachers did not accept Sunday School classes because it was felt that
there was plenty to do to inspire those in the classes by leading ids-
cussions and livening the situations by thought-provoking questions,
It was felt that it was a find thing for pupils and parents alike to
see people who were leaders in other fields alike to be good followers
who would cooperate and contribute something to other leaders, The |
teachers made it a point for one or the other to attend Sunday School
2t least three Sundays out of the month, Usually the teaclhier reviewed
the lesson or aided in some other way, The-teachers were on hand for
the Sunday 8chool Reunions 8nd assisted the community people to enter-
tain the visitors, Both teachers were definitely parts of the Sunday
School and church life of Red Oak and both these organizations co-

operated heartily with the school in all its efforts.
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VI-CONG LUS IONS

As the reader peruses these pages and surely as the writer
recalls the work at Red Oak there are &8 few policies which seemn to
be noticeable in every phase of the work. The first and the most
important one seems to be to have and to keep definite aim in mind
for whatever is done, A second one closely akin to the first and
almost as important as the matter of making plans for accomplishing
objectives, The third one hinges on this one and is that of co-opera-
tion existing between all concerned in carrying out necessary plans,
A fourth conclusion somewhat different from either of these mentioned
will be pointed out for the benefit of teachers who mey read this:
while a teacher should live within her means, yet any teacher is
going to find it necessary to spend a 1ittle of her own money at tinues,
to get many of the things needed for a desired program, It is sug-
gested and urged that a teacher should plan for thie and spend wisely.

Conclusions in regards to curriculum content: center 2round the
thought that all that is taught should be as related to the pupils?
lives as possible, Every learning experience should be used to help
interpret the pupils! lives to them so that the basis can be laid
for making leerming influence mode of living, I feel that that is
the keynote of enriching living through education--teaching so that
learming influences mode of thinking and living of the people., To
do this effectively in a community, all the social and educational
egencies must be carried along in the process. The teacher who thinks
of the school as separate from the community and of the church and

Sunday School as fields with which she has no concern will Turﬁlyr

I
miss the work in a truly enriching program, T?’

Yhe_writer'the
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the experiment at Red Oak proves that much can be done through edu-
cation to influence the thinking of rural people. It is believed
that that is the first step toward education influencing mode of
living, If thought is affected, action will be affected sooner or
later, No great radical changes are claimed for Red Oak people but
the enriched program in reading in the school and the active, thought-
ful particpation in community life have very surely left their merk
and prove that thoughtful, well planned leadership in which the people
have faith can guide rural folk to enrich their lives through their

own achievements and efforts,
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THE BOARD OF EDUCATION PROGRAM

HENRY COUNTY RN, P RS (DENT, MCDONOUGH, BA.
SEEESIRRE, 1iAMPTON, GA.
p e S Lo HoRUNEN L EIDURREIOEE cUA:
SUPERINTENDENT OF HENRY COUNTY SCHOOLS L. E, TURNER, MCDDNDUBH, BA., RT.1
W. C. BOND, LOCUST GROVE, BA., RT. 2

MCcDONOUGH, GEORGIA

October 14, 1937

Mr, Jemes F. Simon Ty R
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Ill = | —

Dear Mr. Simon:

Immediately upon receipt of your letter
of October 11, 1937 I went to 1 _Qak School 1

investigate the needs, I fou;. .
have the necessary work done as soon as possible.

The amount on hand that has been collected
for rent on the cottage is sixty-five dollars
($65.00). When the work is completed the total
expenditures will be reported to you.

With all good wishes, I am

Yours truly,
(deoiands £ dosand

Mrs, Henrietta L. Turner
Supt . Henry County Schools.

HLT:1r
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Uetober 14, 1937

Dear Miss Reddick: Enclosed you will find your
first sslary check, the com-

putations of the amount appearing in detzil om the

voucher attached. Additional peyments will be made

as follows:
Total State Fund
October 14 (Enclosed) § 42.50 & 28.75 § 15.75

Uetober 61 86.00 §7.50 27.50
Hovember 30 85.00 57.50 £7.50
December i1 85.00 57.50 £7.50
Janusry 31 85.00 57.50 27.50
February 28 85.00 57.50 27.50
March 31 85.00 57.50 £7.80
April 30 85.00 28.756 56.25
.ay g1 85.00 - - 85.00
June 15 42,50 42

§765.00 $402.50 $26%.50

I am sorry there has been a de-
lay in getting this firet check to you. Mr. Dixon has
been in Atlsnta end I needed his authorization. Puture
payments will be sent in time to reach you on the last
day of the month.

Very truly yours,

DE: AM DoroTHY A. ELvinee

Miss Juanita Reddick
Red Uak School
Stockbridge, Georgia
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October 14, 1987

Dear Miss Johmson: Enclosed you will find your
first check, the com-

putaticns of the emownt appearing ‘n detall on the

voucher attached. Acditiomsl puyments will Le mede

as follows:

Total ste Fund
Cctober 14 {Faclosed) @ 42.50 ¢ 25. £ 17.580
October 31 85.00 50.00 36.00
Hovember 70 85.00 50.00 85.00
January 31 85.00 50.C0 56.00
February 28 85.00 50.00 55.00
March 31 85.00 50.00 £65.00
Bay 31 85.00 - - 85.00

iy Ter00 o0 a0

I am sorry there has been & de-
lay in gettiag this first check to you. Mr. Dixon has
been in Atlsuts snd I needed his euthorization. Future
payments will be sent in time to resch you on the last
day of the monmth.

Very truly yours,

ij - -
e UCROTHY A ELVIDRE

Miss Larnie Johnson
Red Oak School
Stockbridge, Georgia




FORM 122

Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

RURAL SCHOGL
FROGRAM

To Miss o Payment Voucher No. 8987
D Qctober 14, 1937
Red Oak School s
%
Stockbridge, Georgla
Salary - September 16 to 80, 1927 inclugive = = = = = = = = - $42,50
Lesst Amount pald by the state - « = = = =« c v 0 w0 = = £5.00
gz!so
Ck.#8987
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Southern School Program - Field Experiments 36-13 $17.50

Prepared by Checked by Posted by




FORM 122

Julius Rosenwald FundtURAL -SCHOOL

4901 Ellis Avenue

PROGRAM

CHICAGO 3508
To  wiss Jusnita Reddick Cayuicat Vousher e
D QOctober 14, 19857
Red Osk School o 3
e ose
Btockbridge, Georgie
Salary for the pericd September 16 - 30, 1887 inclusive = - - - §4£,50
Legst Amount pald by the gtéte = = = = = = = - = - 2 w0 = = @ __28.75
Ck.#8288
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Southern School Program -~ Field Experiments 56-18 §13.75
Premed by Checked by Posted by
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October 18, 1937

Dear Miss Reddick: I received a letter from Mre. Turner this

morning. She tells me that ghe has been out
to the teacherage and that she is having the repairs made
immediately. W®ill you be good enough to drop me & line if they are
not made promptly?

Your letter to Mrs. Simon contained some infor-
mation of what you had done to the well. As I remember it there was
a scum on top of the water. This wae more probably due to drainage
from the sink than to the pine curbing. Therefore, it is of utmost
importance that you do not use the sink until some arrangement can be
made for having the pipe extended and a new draineage pit dug some
place out behind the garsge.

I believe the thing to do is to have one of the
older boys in the community expose the present pipe so that you can see
where the end of it is. Then, measure the distance, roughly, from
the end of the pipe to a location behind the garage. When you have
done this, write Mrs. Turner to ask her if you can buy that length of
two-inch pipe and to tell her for what purpose you intend to use it
and why it is necessary to do so. The cost may be taken from the money
Mrs. Turner has from rent.

When you get the pipe have a couple of boys
dig a trench, being sure that when the pipe is laid it slopes downward
toward the end near the pit. Then have the boys dig a pit at the end
of the pipe, three or four feet deep; fill it with coarse rock to
within about ten inches of the surface. On top of these coarse rocks
have the boys throw in a lot of smaller rocks to keep the dirt from
filling in the spaces between the cozrse rocks. Then cover it all over
with dirt even with the surface of the ground. I am enclosing a
sketch to give you an idea of what I mean.



Miss Reddick - page two October 18, 1937

Will you be good enough to let me know what
you are doing for transportation? You will remember that last
spring we agreed to a&llow you the use of & car for the coming year.
It so happens that the car we intend you to have is here in Chicago.
However, we do have & car in an Atlanta garage which we can let you
use until I drive the one we have here to Georgia. If you need the
car I will send you & letter permitting you to take it from the
garage. You mey expect to see us some time about the middle of
Hovember.

Very truly yours,
James F, Simon
JFSsRW Eilllﬂﬂl.liiiiﬁ?‘

iiss Juanita Reddick
Red Osk School
Rutledge, Georgia
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FORM 122

To
Miseg Jusnita Reddick

Red O Schaadn

8tockbridge, Georgia

Julius Rosenwald Fund®URAL Srn

4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO

PROC) e";a}m

Payment Voucher No. &03&

Date October 29 s 1907

Sslary for the month of Gctober, 1937 = = = = = =

------- $85.00
Less: Salery paid by the state - - = - = = = = = = = = - - - - 57.50
27.50
Ck.f13446
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Southern School Program - Field Experiments 56=15 $£7.50
Prepared by Checked by Posted by I
P e L




FORM 122

Julius Rosenwald Fund - - —

P UL

4901 Ellis Avenue FR G E! RAM
CHICAGO
To Payment Voucher No. 5632

Migs Larnie Johnson

Red Ok School

Stockbridge, Georgia

Date October 23, 1337

Salary for the month of Cctober, 1987 - = = = = « « =« = = - « = $85.00
Lesg: Sslary paid by the state — - - - = = = = = = = = - - - = 50.00
35.00
Ck.£18445
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Southern School Program - Field Experiments 36-13 $86.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by I
o i i wy sitlein
&li =
- qumptroller



CROSS REFERENCE RECORD

FIRM NAME o SUBJECT__ BURAL SCHOOL PROGRAM RED OAK SCHOOL FILE No.

pate 11/2/37 REMARKS Corres. with Miss Reddick re: sutomobile

accomogdations from the fund and re: the water

question at Red 0Oak.

SEE RURAL SCHOOL PROGRAM AUTOS FILE NO.

DATE

SIGNED

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD UNDER NAME OR
SUBJECT LISTED AT TOP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN
PROPER DATE ORDER.

THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE FILED UND-

¥ ER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER ''SEE"’
YAWMAN avo JRBE MFG.(0.

ROCHESTER, N. Y.
FORM NO. 09SCR
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McDonough, Ga. e R /D
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS November 6,1937. - s
Mr. Jemes F. Simon, —
4901 Ellia Avenue, P
Chicago,Ill. EJ |
Dear Mr. Simon:
The work on the Rosenwald qg%ﬁagglat Red Oak has been
completed, It was thought best to recover e building as you suggested.

The original roof was left intsct but necessary strips were placed there-
on to hold the roll roofing that was selected.The teachers are delight-

ed with the repairs and I hope there will be no further ceuse for com-
prlaint.

An itemized statement showing the expenditure is enclosed.

Yours truly,

Mrs. Henrietta L.Turner
Superintendent Henry County SBchools.



Red Osk Cottege Fund

51 ; frm i
‘DISBDRSEm_ RSEMENTS . 7 . BALANCE - -~
10 rolls 90# Slate Roofing $22.50 iy
500 1 ft 1 x 4 # 2D4S 3,84 e
6t # No. 10 Com. pails .33 o
1 # Roofing nails .07 ' ol
1 5¢ Bucket Roofing cement .45 | =
Labor on House 6.50 : o

Total T $35.19
\ . Balance Forward
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November 10, 1937

Dear Mrs. Turners Thank you so much for the pronptnnl’, )
with which you had the Red Oak T, [ 4 (t(..
teache taken care of. We sincerely epprec
this project and hope that it will prove to be
useful to you in your efforts to improve education in
Henry County. It seems to me that the actual cost of re-
covering the roof of the teacherage wes reasonable indeed.
I appreciate your kindnese in sending me the itemized bill.

Very truly yours,

Javes F. S
JFEsRW

Mrs. Henrietta L. Turmer
Superintendent

Henry County Schools
McDonough, Georgia



Julius Rosenwald Fund <1/

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

To
Bise Juanita Reddick

Red Osk School

Stockbridge, Georgla

r'ar = —
ﬁ}é EL.H.:L..-.‘_;E._
""w"- r" YA RA
PROGRAM

Payment Voucher No. gusy

Date yoyember 50, 1987

Salary for the month of November, 1987 = = = = = = = =« =« = = £85.,00
Lot Selary padd by Blate = =« v w c e = v @ S v v w s - 57,50
'!.g.'?,ﬁg
Ck./15643
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Rural School Program - Field Services 87-6 §27.50

Prepared by Checked by Posted by

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund | [ ! = (|
4901 Ellis Avenue PR L el 7 =

CHICAGO PROGRAM

To Payment Voucher No. 2585
Hise Larnie Johnson D
i November %0, 1957
Red Oak Schoo_&
Btockbridge, Georgia
Salary for the month of November, 1937 -« = = v v o e e 0 = = = $85.00
Laspe Salary pauld by the state « - « - « = - = - =~ . 50.00
88
Ck.§18641
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Rural School Program - Field Services 37-8 $25.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
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RURAL SCHOOL
e 1 PROGRAM

P
o AL e Stockbridge, Ga.
-.. | December 9, 1937

e e et

Mr, J, C, Dixon
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr, Dixon:

For some time we have expected someone from the Fund to come
to Red Oak, There are many things that we should like very
much to talk with you about,

Our main interest now is working out individual, accumulative
records for our pupils, Before going any further we should like
your advise and approval, We have worked out a tentative form
which Mrs, Whiting and Mr, Lester have seen. They are very much
in favor of the plan, Mr, Lester even mentioned adopting simi-
lar records for the entire state, He also gave us a file which
may be used for storing these records should we use them, Ve
now need someone to print the forms for us and to furnish folders
in which each child's record msy be kept,

Do you have records in your office which show how this experi-
mental school began and what has been done? We should like a
copy of the same,

We are to work until noon Christmas Ive day and, if possible,
we should like to have the forms for our records printed and

ready for use by then.
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December 1%, 1937

Dear #iss Reddick: About four or five years ago I pre-

pared for the State of Ceorgia an
slementary pupil's cumulative record blank. This, I under-
stand, has been used pretty generally throughout the state.
If you have not seen a copy of it you might get ons from
Mr. Lester. It may contain some items which you would
want to include on the form you are now preparing for use
in your own school.

So far as I know the rural school
journals which discuss the dsvelopment of the Hed Oak
project have never been digested, and in their present
form would be almost umisable for general consumption.

We are sending you one or two pamphlets which will give

a little idea of the early development of these experimental
projects. The first time I have an opportunity to talk
with you about it I can give you quite a bit more than

is given in printed form.

Ve had expected to see you this past
week, but all of our plans developed in such & way that
it was impossible for any of us to get to Red Osk.

Regards and best wishes for a happy
Christmas to you and ¥iss Johnson.

Sincerely yours,
JCDsMLU J. C. Dixon
liss Juanita Reddick

Red Oak School
Stockbridge, Georgia
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PuBLISHED AT NAsHVILLE, TENN., DECEMBER 25, 1937

HOW WE STARTED THE RED K
LB RED OAK

By FannNIE DABNEY

(Note: There is a school with only two teachers, in
Henry County, Georgia, named Red Oak. This school
has become widely known because of what the boys and
girls at Red Oak are doing, and learning to do. One of the
things the children at Red Oak have done is to start
a newspaper. Fannie Dabney, who is thirteen years old
and in the 7th grade at

HOW WE PLANT
TOBACCO

By EmMMma LEE WHITE

(Note: Emma Lee White, who wrote this account for
The Little Red School House, lives in Lowndes County,
Georgia, near the city of Valdosta. She is in the fifth grade.
Tobacco is the big crop in Lowndes County, and that
is one reason Emma Lee is writing about it. Can you find
Valdosta on the map? If you can, you will know where
Emma Lee lives. What crop

Red Oak, is an Associate
Editor of The Red Oak
News. That means that
Fannie is the next to the
chief of the newspaper.
Fannie likes to read. Red
Oak has many books, some
of which came from the
Julius Rosenwald Fund.
Fannie has read every one
of these books, and many
more, too. She also likes
to write stories and poems
for her school newspaper.
In this article Fannie tells
us how the pupils at Red
Oak started their news-

for your school.

HAVE YOU A ROSENWALD LIBRARY?

It is very hard to have a good school unless
there are many books for the childven to read.
Schools where there are many books are schools
where children learn a great deal more than if
they had just their school books to read. The
children also find that there is no fun like reading
books about other children of many lands.

This is why the Julius Rosenwald Fund has
helped schools to buy a ROSENWALD LI- it.
BRARY SET, which is made up of many good
and beautiful books especially for children. Your
school should have one. Ask vour teacher, or your
supervisor, how you can get a Rosenwald Library

is the biggest in your coun-
ty?)

First we burned the bed
off. When it is burned we
hoe it off and fix logs on
the bed. Then we plow the
bed and sow the seed in it.
We but the tobacco cloth
and put it over the bed to
keep the cold from killing

When the seeds are in
the bed we spray nitrate
of soda over them so they
will grow fast. While they
are growing we plow the
ground so that we can plant

paper. Don’t you think you
would like to try to start one at your school?)

We wanted a treasury for the school. We thought if
we had a paper we could take the money that came out

of it and buy things that were needed for the school with-

out bothering our Parent Teachers Association for every-
thing. We named the paper the Red Oak News because it
was news from Red Qak. At first we made copies and
gave every child a paper to give around to people that
they knew, to sce if they would pay 5 cents per copy for
it. The people liked the paper and since then the circula-
tion manager has sold from $1.00 to $1.50 worth a week.
This money is put in the treasury and used for things
that are needed for the school.

the plants, Then we plant
the tobacco in the fields. When the tobacco has grown
enough we worm it. When it has grown tall we sucker it.

When it gets ripe we get a mule and a sled and pick
the ripe tobacco from the bottom of the stalk. When the
sled gets full we put it in the barn and it is then strung
on a stick with a ball of twine. When we get through
stringing it we put it in the barn about a day or two
and cook it. When it is cooked we let it stay in the barn
for a day or two, then take it out soon in the morning.

We take the tobacco to Valdosta and put it in a ware-
house. Most of the other farmers bring their tobacco to
the same place. Then buyers for the big tobacco companies
buy the tobacco.

ar'-._..,uh-



THE LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE

WHAT!S GOING ON IN THE SCHOOLS
(A Supplementery Page for Teachers}.

------- SCHOCL FOR ALL NATIONS IN HOLIAND - Next year a "Schoel for
all Nations" will begin in Holland, in the town of Utrecht, The
school will enroll children from all ages up to 18, The children ef
different nationalities = Dutch, German, English, French, etc, =
will live in National houses = a Dutch House, & German House, a
French House = during their first years, They will be taught in
their native language until they are 9 years old, At the same time
they will be studying another language, The children at ages 8 and
9 will study "Esperanto," the universal language,

The government of the school will be in the hands of students,

There will be weekly meetings at which teachers and students hdve
equal votes and decide what is to be done during the next week, All
decisions will be unanimous, There will be no janitors; the childe
ren and teachers will keep them clean and tidy, It is also planned
to have a childrent's museum, which will be used for demonstration
and study,
------- STUDY BABIES AS WELL AS BOOKS = The New York Times carries the
announcement that Scientific Housekeeping, Inc,, is starting a "Baby
Circle" to teach young mothers how to take care of their infants, The
report also states that a fewture will be the use of real live babies
as the basic study material,

Well - at the Booker T, Washingbon High School, which is lo=-
cated near Chattanooge, in Hamilton County, Principal L, D, Upshaw
started this at his school two years ago, Classes in Domestic
Science at Washington have & real home with which to work, and when
they study infants, they borrow them from the community,

------- MODEL HOMES AT THE PENN SCHOOL = The Penn School, founded en
an island off the South Carolina coast some fifty years ago by de=
voted missionaries, is widely known for the work it has done, Not
the least interesting feature is the "Model Island Home" which has
been built by students and is used in teaching home-making, The
house is equipped with home=made furniture of the kind that is prac-
tical on the Island; and this furniture is made by students, Theé
house has running water and other fixtures, installed by students,

In addition, there are miniature model homes made by the students at
Penn,

------- MAKING BRICKS WITHOUT STRAW, OR HOW TO GET NEW SCHOOL HOUSES
WITHOUT TONEY = At Whitesville, Tennessee, no money was available fer
building schoolhouses for Negro children; The Principal of the County
Tralnlng School, who is also Supervisor for the county, obtained per=
mission from the county board to take over several abandoned white
schools in good condition’which had been left after consolidation ef
the white schoo%s, The Supervisor then took his class in carpentry
at the Training School, dismentled the buildings, and re~built several
schools for Negro rnzldren in the county,

----=-=MAKING BRICKS WITH STRAW, OR HOW TO GET GOOD SCHOQL BUILDINGS
WITH COUNTY MONEY - Superlntendent Tharpe, of Henry County, Georgia,




has been in office only for three years, In that time he has begun the
the policy of furnishing a comfortable building for every Negro school
distriet in the county, The buildings, while not elaborate, are well=
built and represent modern construction, When interviewed as to his
policy, Superintendent Tharpe said that he believed that school builde-
ings should come out of tax money, and not from private donations or
current expense money for the Negro schools; and that through a definite
plan he hoped to have each Negro school in Henry County well=housed withe
in four years, without an immoderate expense upon the county,

------- A RURAL SCHOOL BUILDING PARADISE = Hamilton County, Tennessee, in-
oludes The city of Chattanooga, With only 700 Negro educables in the coun=-
ty, outside of the city, ample funds have been provided for building and
equipping legro rural schools, Transportation is furnished high school
children, and some on the graded school level from sparsely settled moun-
tain communities, Some ‘children are carried as far as 74 miles daily,

The Lookout Mountain School for HNegro children is located in the
separate Lookout Mountain District, It is a one~teacher school, built
out of pink native stone, with a large classroom that can be divided by
folding doors, two inside lavatories, a library room, eloak rooms, and
with furnace heat, Like all of the other Negro rural schools in Hamil-"
ton County, janitorial service is provided, with, of course, ample fuel,
------ ~THE GEORGIA SUPERVISORY PIAN = lirs, Helen A, Vhiting has long been
widely and favorably known-for her work along all lines of providing su-
perior educational opportunities for Negro school children, As State
Jeanes Supervisor in Georgia, she has put into effect a remarkable super=-
visory system that could be surpassed with difificulty,

Mrs, Whiting, has divided the State into districts, At the beginning
of the year she makes it & point to meet all of her Supervisors in group
State and district meetings, Then she takes especial care to spend some
time with each of her new supervisors in the field, The same organization
is carried into the counties, The supervisors divide the counties into
convenient districts, and meet with each group of teachers within the dis-
trict at least once a month, There is also a county-wide meeting of all
teachers held each month, In this way an excellent traininpg-in-service
program is being put into effect, and the projects of the State Depart-
ment work easily'and effectively into operation from the top to the small=-
est rural school,

------ <HEW PUBLICATIONS YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO NEGLECT = The National Educa-
tional Qutlook Among llegroes, & new magazine published monthly, except

July and August, The magazine sells for 15¢ a copy, or yearly subscription
at $1,00, Virite to the Editorial Office, 1210 Lamont St,, N.W,, Washington,
D, C, for further information,

The Negro History Bulletin is published nine times a year by the Asso=-
ciation for the Study of Negro Life and History, at 1538 Ninth St,, Ny
Woshingten, D.C., The subsoription fee is 1,00 a year or 12¢ a copy, bwut
if teken in clubs of five or more for class use, the schools will obtain. it
for 54¢ a vear, According to announcement,"The subject matter(will inclwmde)
essoSketches of distinguished Negroes born during the month, brief accourats
of the Negroes! white friends whose birthdays fall within the month, the
discussion of important events which took place during the month, origina.l
productiéns of ohildren, reports of activities in the schools, hiatory
news, etc,"
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Soil, Our Best Frienag
These stories were chcsen and re-
written from material published by the
"Land Grant Colleges and Universities of
the Tennessee Valley States.'
[t is the teacher's aim to give to
the children in the primary grades a back-

ground of appreciation for the :nprcvbment
and conservation of the soil.

CONTENTS
Poor Soil Makes Pouor Homes
Making Running Water Walk
Mother Nature Helps

Pastures Save the Soil

Samples of Children's Work

List of References --
"How and Where We Live', Allen
"Geography Fer Beginners', Book one,
Edyth S. Shepherd



POOR 501L_MAKES POOR HOMES

we make our .living from the soil. |If
the soil is poor we can not raise food to
eat. We can raise no food for our farm
animals. Then there will be ne crops sold
to get mpney for huving, shoes afii. L..co.di4
to wear to school.

We keeﬁ our soil rich by changing our
crops each year.

Can you do this?

Mr. McKnight keeps his soil rich. He
raised ten baleg of cotton this year. If
he sells one hale of cotton for $40.00,
how much would he get for five bales of
cotton?

$40.00 The cost of one bale of cotton
The number of bales sold.
Amount he would receive.

—— - —

SEAT-wORK

Read the story silently. Draw pictures of
two homes.
Write one ¢f these sentences under:each of
the pictures:

1. This farmer keeps his soil rich.

2. This farmer does not keep his soil
rich,

3. Draw a tree beside the home in wh i ch
you would Llike to live. |



MAKING RUNNING WATER WALK

When we first moved to our farm we could
not see the ground at all on rainy days.
Qur corn field looked just like a little
river. |t did Anot stay like this very
10n% The water always ran away. We lik-

o play in the ditches left after the
water was gone.

One ” .
Ho ta1d fis"That Re wac Boltg oo o efoimne

cover for our field. What did he mean?
We thought he was guing to make a great
big quilt like the red and blue one mama
was making. Then why had he put the plow
in the wagoun?

Father told us that he was going tao
plant clover to keep our farm from washing
away.

The little clover seed habies sent
their roots down inte the top - soil.
Soon the field was covered with a beauti-

ful green blanket,

Now when the rain drops come, they do
not run away, taking all of the’ foed” wi th

them. They stop and play with the baby
clover leaves dancing over the top - soil.

| wonder what games they play?

SEATWORK

Read the story silently to find answers
to these questijons,

1. WwWith whem did we go to the field?
2. In what did we ride? -




3. What did we take with us?

4. What did we think Father was going
to do? '

5. What did he really do?

6. What made the running water walk?

7. How does this help the farmer?

MOTHER. NATURE. HELPS

|f you would see nuw Mother Nature
helps us take care of the so0il, come with
us into the forrest. Here a thick carpet
of leaves is syread over the soil. Then
the carpet of leaves is covered by thick
vines and bushes. Over these covers,
Mother Nature opens her umbrella of leaves
and twigs, on the tall trees.

SO you see the rain falls first upan
the leafy umbrellas. Then it rolls off
and falls down on the twigs and vines.

The raindrops then sprinkle themselves

over the carpet of leaves. That is why

the water does not heat itself down into
the soil. It sinks slowly into the soil,

where most of it stays until it runs away
to make clear springs anhd creeks and
rivers.

Many farmers plant trees on their open

land. They know that Mother Nature's
Woodland helps make the aqround rich and

keeps the top soil from washing away.



SEATWORK

Have you ever walked through the woods all
alone?

Read the story silently. Write a list
of Mother Nature's helpers in this story.

Draw pictures of some other helpers you
have seen in the woods.

PASTURES. SANL. THE S0

o ——

Have you evey been to a pasture? What
did you see there? Did you know that
pastures help save the seil?

[n some pastures the grass 9rows all by
itself. The farmer does not have to plant
any grass seeds. But in some places the
farmer has to help keep the grass in the
pastures growing.

He does this by moving the animals from
one part of the pasture to another. Some-
times he feeds plant food to the grass.
Did you know that grasses and plants must
eat food to make them grow just as girls
ahd boys must do¥?

| SEATWORK

Read the story silently. Write three
questions about what you have read. Read
your questions to the class. Ask your
classmates to answer your questions.
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