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January 6, 1947

Dear Mr., Hosenwald: I am sorry I didn't make any headway with
Ellis Ammall last month. His reasons for
turning Er. Harrison down were acequate as far as he was concerned
but would not satisfy you or me. Actually, I think the trouble
was that he had been jumped pretly hard in the southern newspapers
a few days belore for going off to New Orleans to accept some kind
of honor from the Southern Conferemce for Human Welfare. Before I
was able to see him, I think he had passed word along to his
secretary to turn down mutomatically any requests of the sort
that came frow Kr. Harrison. OSo although he did not admit it
directly, I suspect he never even saw the letter.

I say I was not impressed with his reasons.
¥When I met his first excuse with an irrefutsble answer, he came up
with another one less valid than the first, After half an hour I
gave upe Of course I don't need to add that he was as cordial
when I left as when I entered, because he really is a pretty good
fellow.

1 told you on the telephone I would send
a few names that seemed to some of us in Atlanta to be useful
southern contacts if the work of the committee goes forward. HNo
oue person, of course, can possibly spesk for the South or carry
equal weight from Virginia to Texas. Arnsall, I suppose, is the
most tooted liberzl, but even he does not have sirong supgort or
following in some important places; for example, the Conference
of Southern Governors. The man in that organization who probably
is most respected is Governor Kerr of Oklshoma. He wus president
of the group last year. The current president is Governor Cherry
of North Carolima, who, of course you probably know, would be a
less satisfactory person to approach. The way to Governor Cherry
would probsbly be through Frank Graham of North Carolina, snd the
approach to Governor Kerr , an outstanding northern Denocrat.

In the newapapai_;;rld, Baxry B&ngham of
Louisville would probably be the first hoice, fq%ﬂ@ned up by
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Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald - January 6, 1947

Mark Ethridge, and following that, Ralph McGill of the Atlanta
Constitution. The first two I should think could be reached
directly. The approach to McGill mi:ht be through Dean Ackerman
of Columbia University or through Frank McCallister of the (eorgia
Workers Education Service in Atlanta.

There would be no one who could speak for
the church as a whole. There is little federated activity, ss
you know. bBut the best name, if you want the upper-uppers repre-
sented, would be tne Rt. Rev. Heary St. George Tucker of Richmond,
Virginia. He has top representation, and our guess is he would
be sympathetic to the problem. Ihe approach there might well be
through Mrs. Roosevelt. Le is the retiring head of the Protestant
Episcopul Churech of the Americas. The second name would be
Bishop Arthur J. Mcore, 63 Auburn Avenue, At.snta, Georgis, of
the Methodist Church. He is a good person. A less good name is
thet of the Rev. Louie D. Newton, 1085 Ponce ce Leon Avenue,
Atlenta, Georgia., He is the head of the Southern Eaptist Con-
ference, has considerable effectiveness with BHaptists, but is
not rzted &s an outstanding person.

1 inciude no educutors because 1 gather
from Mr. Embree that they are persona non grata with your committee,
if not with yourselif.

When I was coming through Weshington last,
a friend told me of a young woman who hud just returned from Germany,
where she has been for a year, working on the problem of disinherited
children., GShe is Martha Branscombe of the U. S. Committee for the
Care of European Children, in New York City., I would think probably
you already knew about her, but I toought I would pass that informa-—
tion along since she wus represented to me as an able worker who
knew firsthand what was going on.

If I can help further, please let me know.
Best New Year's wishes to you and the family.

Sincerely,
FGEzen ED G. Ll nki
Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwsld ‘____ L?Xi, e el
Alverthorpe Gallery ‘ ?r%?

Jenkingown, Penngylvania
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testng 3 Bsepuai. Towmiasin Y & & Places s i gie
Pennsylvania W \ v M ag“u.lah(.« ;(Lou.!& u,bu.] ;,7
Dear Sirs: Vw VW crL “Lg EJ.T ﬁw I].( —3.“;.& keodews -

The General Education Board has made an offer of $500,000 to Fisk wdeo
University for endowment if the friends of Fisk will contribute an equal amount.
This offer expires June 30, 1948, kﬁu s T ”y {L.‘ 6.
o

uates are to be found in the ministry, teaching profession, medicine, dentistry,

the social sciences, and the newspaper field, Fisk is in the van of the Negro

schools that are preparing Negroes for leadership in their own race. There are ./'51431
917 students enrolled in the University at the present time.

Fisk is one of our leading Negro liberal arts universities. Its grad- ﬁ;z

Endowment funds are urgently needed to provide education for the Negro.
Because of his marginal economic status, the Negro is unable to meet the full
cost of an education. The tuition paid by the student at Fisk is equivalent to
only one-quarter of the cost of the education furnished, Funds generously con-
tributed by the friends of Fisk makes possible the continuance of the educational
vork done by this University.

We would like to have you consider this letter as an application to
your Foundation for a grant which will help Fisk to obtain this generous gift of
$500,000 from the General Education Board. It is suggested that this grant might
take the form of scholarships for deserving Negro students who are pursuing
courses in the Pre-Medical, Nurse Training, and the Southern Rural Life curricula.
The southern rural life program is specifically concerned with the redirection of
education for Negroes in rural communities, the improvement of their standard of
living, the development of better health and recreational services, the improve-
ment of the rural church and the development of community leaders. Such proposed
scholarships would encourage students to secure an education that otherwise might
be denied them. A scholarship can be endowed with the sum of $5,000 and may take
such form and bear such appellation as the donor may wish, A representative of
Fisk will gladly confer with you regarding any gift that you may wish to make,

A booklet which describes this Matching Endowment Campaign is enclosed
for your information.

Sincerely yours,

oyt i

Charles S. Johnson |
President-Elect
Fisk University

Enclosure
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Fisk University

ln December, 1935, the General Education Board (founded by John D.
Rockefeller) made an offer of $1,500,000 to Fisk University for endowment,
which would be paid as promptly as other friends of Fisk would be willing to

give an equal amount for endowment,

Many friends of Fisk have responded generously to this stimulating offer.
By November 1, 1946, over one million dollars had been given to Fisk’s endow-
ment on this basis, and the General Education Board had matched these gifts
dollar for dollar. Thus,a total of $2,000,000 has been added to Fisk’s produc-
tive endowment in the past 11 years—an achievement for which all her friends

are grateful.

But a half million dollars of this original offer is still outstanding. The Gen-
eral Education Board has extended the time of its offer, because of the disturb-
ance of the war years, but the offer will terminate on June 30, 1948. Any
portion of the offer not won by that date will be cancelled.

It would be a pity—nay a tragedy—if this great Negro college, which is so
dependent upon endowment income, should fail to get this large sum, so nobly
offered, so urgently needed.

Will not you, devoted to those high ideals and practical methods which
have distinguished Fisk over its eighty year history, help Fisk match this offer?

Each dollar you give will win another dollar for this Negro college. A
subscription made now may be made payable on terms of your own conven-
ience any time prior to June 30, 1948.
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CHARLES SPURGEON JOHNSON

SIXTH PRESIDENT OF FISK UNIVERSITY

Director of Social Science Institute and the Department of Social Research, Fisk University,
1928-1946. One of ten American delegates to first general conference (Paris, 1946) of United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization. Member of American Commis-
sion to Japan, 1946, to re-organize educational system of that country. American member of
Commission appointed by League of Nations in 1930 to investigate forced labor in Liberia.
Secretary of Committee on Negro Housing at President Hoover's Conference on Home build-
ing and Home Ownership in 1931, Director of Race Relations department of American Mission-
ary Association, Trustee of Julius Rosenwald Fund. One of three founders of American Council
on Race Relations. Founder and editor, 1923-1928, of magazine Opportunity. Recipient of Har-
mon Medal, Anisfield Award, and several honorary degrees. President, 1945, Southern Soci-
clogical Society. Past Vice-President American Sociological Society. Author of nearly a score
of books on Negro education and race relations, fields in which he is internationally known
as a scholar. - :



A Vew President

lor An Advancing Era
al Fisk University

The Fisk Jubilee Singers, who went forth from Nashville October 6, 1871,
made two important contributions to our world. First, they introduced Negro
Spirituals in a form and with a quality which have captivated millions of
people for three generations. Second, this little band of students, most of whom
were ex-slaves, proved to those in doubt that Negroes were worthy of, and
capable of, the highest type of education. Thus, they cast their alma mater in
a role of widely recognized leadership in Negro education, and Fisk Univer-
sity has ever since been one of the strong forces working towards the proper
cooperation of the two races in service to America and to humanity.

Because of Fisk’s prominent position, every step which she takes is watched
with the keenest interest, aund the choice of a new president is a matter of
especial importance.

On October 29, 1946, Dr. Charles Spurgeon Johnson was chosen by the
Trustees to be the sixth president of Fisk University, and the first Negro to
occupy this post since the University was founded 80 years ago by the Ameri-
can Missionary Association and the Western Freedmen’s Bureau.

In choosing Dr. Johnson to carry the standard for Fisk University, the
Trustees feel that they have done their utmost to serve the cause of education
in the United States and in the world. Dr. Johnson’s participation in national
and international affairs cannot but add lustre to the already-bright record
which Fisk has made in educational leadership.

This campaign offers you the opportunity to throw your influence behind
a distinguished leader, who now heads one of the most important educational

institutions in this country.
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nproved health and community welfare for thousands of “Teachers prepared for their responsibility, and alert to
en, women and children will flow from the programs their opportunity are the Key to a government of the
ased on scientific data compiled by Fisk students who gain people, by the people and for the people” says Dr. George
racl:ica! experience in the use of modern tabulating ' N. Redd, professor of education.!

achines.

The matching gifts which the friends of Fisk

are urged -to make in this campaign to win the
conditional offer of $500,000 must, by virtue of
the terms of the conditional offer, be used for the
endowments of the college. Such gifts may be
made to the general endowment of the college or
may be made to specific endowments, such as tui-
tion scholarships, teaching fellowships and

- Years have whetted rather than dulled the desire for more
endowed chairs. education of many adults enrolled in the adult education

classes led by Fisk students at the Fisk University Social
Center.

Additional general endowment is urgently
needed by Fisk University, because the limited
financial resources of its students prevent the col-
lege from charging sufficient tuition to provide
the required operating income. Seventy-five per
cent of Fisk’s current income is received as income
from endowment or from current gifts, while only
25% of the college's current income is derived

from tuition fees.

Additional specific endowments are also ur-

gently needed, and matching gifts for specific What can be done to help each student get the most out of
his college life is a question seriously considered by repre-
sentative students and faculty counselors during a two-day
retreat before school begins,



A Monthly Summary of Events and Trends of Race Rela-
tions, published at Fisk University, is an important link in
the chain of communications dealing with one of the most
serious problems of our age. Some of the data used in the
Summary are kept in the files to which a staff member
is pointing, -

A religious education program, designed to meet the needs
of today and tomorrow, holds the attention of ministers
- and church school teachers in classes organized by profes-
sors and students. from the Fisk Department of Religion.

A medical program of the first order. is assured Fisk stu-
dents through the cooperation of Meharry Medical College
just across the street from the Fisk campus.

endowments may serve the double purpose of
winning a portion of the conditional offer of and
providing a permanent memorial to the donor or
someone designated by the donor. Thus, a match-
ing gift of $5,000 would endow a tuition scholar-
ship; a matching gift of $12,500 would endow a
teaching fellowship; and a matching gift of

$150,000 would endow a chair or professorship.

If a donor desires his or her gift to go to such
a specific endowment, this wish should be indi-

cated on the back of the subscription card.

Will you help, through your generosity, to win
an addition to the Fisk endowment? Each dollar
that you give to this purpose will win another
dollar. Checks should be made to Fisk Univer-
sity and sent to Fisk University, Nashville 8,

Tennessee.

FISK YOUTH LOOK TO THE FUTURE
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I TRUSTEES OF FISK

JAMES E. STAMPS

President

Chicago, Ill.

L. HOWARD BENNETT
First Vice-President
Chicago, IIL.

DR. P. P.
Second Vice-President
New Orleans, La.
HUGH MACBETH
Third Vice-President
Los Angeles, Calif.

E. R. ALEXANDER, M.D.
Dermatologist
New York City

WM. H. BALDWIN
Public Relation Counsel
New York City °

JUDSON BEMIS
Bemis Bag Company
Minneapolis, Minnesota

REV. F. Q. BLANCHARD, Minister
Euclid Avenue Congregational Church
Cleveland, Ohio

DR. FRED L. BROWNLEE
General Secretary

The American Missionary Association
New York City

MISS MARGARET S. CAMPBELL
Sewickley, Pennsylvania

JAMES B. CASHIN

Attorney

Chicago, lllinois

M. DON CLAWSON, D.D.S.
President, Meharry Medical College
Nashville, Tennessee

BERNARD FENSTERWALD
Burk and Company

Nashville, Tennessee

REV. WILLIAM N. DeBERRY
Executive Secretary

Dunbar Community League
Springfield, Massachusetts

MRS. WM. F. GIBBS, Chairman
Board of Trustees

New York City

CHARLES E. HAYDOCK, Treasurer
Board of Trustees
New York City

FRANKLIN P. HOPPER, Director Emeritus
New York Public Library
New York City

P. D. HOUSTON
Banker
Nashville, Tennessee

€

UNIVERSITY I

WILLIAM HUME

Attorney

Nashville, Tennessee

DR. WM. LLOYD IMES, President
Knoxville College

Knoxville, Tennessee
DR.THOMAS JESSE JONES, Director Emeritus
Phelps Stokes Fund

New York City

NICHOLAS KELLEY

Attorney

New York City

DAVID MANNES, Director
Mannes School of Music

New York City

CALVIN McKISSACK

Architect

Nashville, Tennessee

DR. F. D. PATTERSON, President
Tuskegee Institute

Tuskegee, Alabama

W. H. DANNAT PELL

Attorney

New York City

EDWARD POTTER, JR., Vice-Chairman
Board of Trustees

Nashville, Tennessee

MRS. SADIE D. ST. CLAIR

Miner Teachers College

Washington, D. C.

VERNON TUPPER

Nashville Roller Mills

Nashville, Tennessee

CARTER WESLEY, Publishers

Informer Newspapers

Houston, Texas

DR. CHARLES H. WESLEY, President
Wilberforce University

Secretary Board of Trustees

Wilberforce, Ohio
L.HOLLINGSWORTH WOOD, Vice-Chairman
Board of Trustees

New York City

G. WALLACE WOODWORTH
Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Fifth Vice-President
Evansville, Indiana
W. H. FEARONCE
Sixth Vice-President
Philadelphia, Pa.
CREUZOT
Seventh Vice-President
Tuskegee Institute, Ala.

Secretary
Nashville, Tennessee

A. MACEO SMITH
Fourth Vice-President
Dallas, Texas

MISS FANNIE E. SNOW

REV. CHARLES KELLY

MISS BESSIE O. DIXON

MR. W. D. HAWKINS, JR.
Treasurer

Nashville, Tennessee

DR. §T. ELMO BRADY
Chairman, Executive Commitiee
Nashville, Tennessee
WILLIAM H. FORT

First Alternate Chairman
Nashville, Tennessee

E. L. POWELL

Second Alternate Chairman
Charleston, W. Va.
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_ ENDOWMENT MATCHING CAMPAIGN
FISK UNIVERSITY

In consideration of the offer of a gift to the endowment funds of FISK
UNIVERSITY of an amount up to $500,000, if and to the extent matched by
other gifts, payable on or before June 30, 1948, I hereby subscribe to

FISK UNIVERSITY, Nashville, Tennessee
the sum of Dollars
to be used for endowment, payable prior to June 30, 1948, in installments as
follows:

Monthly [] Quarterly [] Semi-annually []
$o W e B
Signature .. BT T
Address
Make checks payable to FISK UNIVERSITY, Nashville 8, Tennessee.

If it is desired that this gift be directed to a particular endowment, such as
a chair, scholarship, etc., please indicate on the back of this card.



Julius Rosenwald Fund

Edwin R. Embree Will W. Alexander
President 4901 ELLIS AVENUE Charles 5. Johnson
Dorothy A. Elvidge CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS Directors for Race Relations
Secretary and Comptroller Fred G. Wale

Director for Rural Education

William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships

February 4, 1947

Dear Mr. Rosenwald: Attached are the minutes of a
meeting of the Executive Com-
mittee held January 16, 1947.
Under separate cover, I am

sending you today a copy of the January issue of the

DAE:LCM

Attach. &w '.n] =% m

%

§ \
Mr.i Lessing J.‘ﬂosenwa sl s
Jenkintown, Pennsylvanieg
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MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
January 16, 1947
A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Julius Rosenwald
Fund was held at the Tavern Club, 333 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, on
Thursday, January 16, 1947, at 4:00 o'clock.
Present: Edwin R, Embree, chairman, Marshall Field,
A, Richard Frank, Franklin C, McLean, Leonard
M. Rieser, and Dorothy A. Elvidge, secretary.

During the sessions were present as guests:
Will W, Alexander, Joseph D, Lohman, and Fred G,

Wale.
A request was presented for an appro- SOUTHERN REGIONAL
, COUNCIL - G' Io
priation to the Southern Regional Council for BILL OF RIGHTS

the study of the administration of the G. I. Bill of Rights, under the
directorship of Dr. George S. Mitchell, The President pointed out that,
when $25,000 was appropriated in May, it was hoped that that amount
would complete the project, but that Doctor Mitchell would like to con-
tinue the services of one field man and a secretary for a few months
longer. The President also reported that a continuing appropriation to
the general budget of the Southern Regional Council awaited pending
changes in the Council's personnel.
Whereupon, it was on motion -

RESOLVED That the sum of Three thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500)

e be and it is hereby appropriated to the Southern Regional

Council for special work in connection with returning

veterans and the administration of the G. I. Bill of Rights.
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In accordance with instructions from the AMERICAN
VETERANS
Trustees, the officers reported on the current COMMITTEE
membership and financial status of the American Veterans Committes.
There was discussion of the fubture prospects of the organization and
it was decided that no additional grant was warranted at this time,

The officers reported that, in discussing HISTORY OF
THE FUND'S
what types of final reports should be made of the WORK
Fund's work, two suggestions were under consideration:

1. That the Social Science Research Council make a

detached objective survey of the work and influence
of the Fund,

2. That the Fund make a general report of its activities

covering the thirty years of its existence, including
the general changing scene in education and race
relations in which the Fund had played a part.

There was discussion of the suggestions and general agreement
that, even though an outside study was made, there should be a final re-
port of the Fund's work made by the Fund itself before closing its
activities.

Doctor Alexander reported that Harvard FARM SECURITY
ADMINTSTRATION

University was interested in sponsoring a study REPORT
of the history of the Farm Security Administration, that there was a
possibility of getting James Maddox to do the job, and that another
foundation might meke the funds available. There was general agreement
that such a history would be a useful document and that James Maddox was
the best person to do it.

The following resolution was approved with the understanding

that it would lapse if funds were forthcoming from another source:



E-1/16/47 1121
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RESOLVED That the officers be and they are hereby authorized to
47-2
appropriate not to exceed Ten thousand dollars ($10,000)
for a study of the Farm Security Administration.

Mr. Lohman reported that a staff for SEGREGATION STUDY,
WASHINGTON, D, C,
the study of segregation in the nation's capital
had been chosen, and that efforts were being made to extend the national
character of the committee and to widen the basis of financial support.
There was agreement that a committee, national in membership, was even
more important than a diversification of appropriations to the work,

Mr. Rieser raised the question of AMERICAN COUNCIL
ON RACE RELATTIONS
further support for the American Council on Race
Relations. He reported that its budget for 1947 totalled $168,000 a-
gainst which only $20,000 could be counted from sources other than the

Field Foundation and the Fund.

There was general agreement that Mr, Louis Wirth, in taking over

the directorship of the Council, should not inherit any deficits incurred
in 1946 (the Fund and the Field Foundation having each advanced $15,000
of 1947 pledges to complete obligations for 1946).

The following resolution was on motion adopted:

RESOLVED That the sum of Fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) be and it
47-3

is hereby appropriated to the American Council on Race Relations

for its work during the calendar year 1947, it being understood
that payment shall be made at the rate of one dollar from the
Fund for each dollar received from other sources.

Ad journed.

Secretaxry

N



Februery 7, 1947

Alvgrthorpe Gallesfammme

Mr Q.esaing J ¢ Rosenwsld
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania

Desr Mr. Rosenwsald:

Mr. Embree hes psssed on to me your note
concerning a letter sent out from Fisk over my signature.

Being made a college president 2t the same
Board meeting at which it was decided to complete en
endowment cempeign has brought seversl sizesble headaches.
The impatient campaigners - & fund-reising concern - directed
& number of letters, over my signature es President-elect
of Fisk University. This was discontinued «t my regquest,
but not before a score or more hsd gone cut. As a mstter
of feet, I do not taske office untii July 1; and if I had
eny designs at all on the Les:ing J. Rosenwzld Foundstion -
which I might be excused under the circumstances and at
this time for not heving - I would most certainly have
been more adroit snd personal.

You cun merely file or toss away the letter of
Januery 10, =nd be on gusrd at some future date for de-
velopments that are irresistible in their own appesl,

¥ith best wishes,

Sincerely,

Charles S. Johnson

csj-ea



February 12, 1947

Dear lMr. Rosenwald: The American Veterams Committee

Y reported that as of December 21,
1946 their total membership wes 83,230. Attached you

will find a copy of a summarized statement of cash receipts
and disbursements for the Committee covering the period
from February 1, 1943 to October 31, 1946.

There is also attached figures on
their monthly budget as adopted by the natiomal planning
committee on November 10, 1946. 1 wonder if your secre-
tary gould return to me this monthly budget statement.

I have not made a2 copy of it for our files.

& Very truly yours,

DBHI\O IHH An m]_‘-'::.- b
RO l Y Ao - \l‘lii", ﬁ.-.[_

Lessing WM
Alverthorpe | ry

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania



Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS

Edwin R. Embree
President

Dorothy A. Elvidge
Secretary and Comptroller

February 12,1947 |

Dear Mr. Rosenwald:

Will W, Alexander
Charles 5. Johnson
Directors for Race Relations

Fred G. Wale
Director for Rural Education

William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships

The American Veterans Committee

reported that as of December 21,

1946 their total membership was 83,230.

Attached you

will find a copy of a summarized statement of cash receipts
and disbursements for the Committee covering the period

from February 1, 1943 to October 31, 1946.

There is also attached figures on
their monthly budget as adopted by the national planning

committee on November 10, 1946.

I wonder if your secre-

tary would return to me this monthly budget statement.

I have not made a copy of it for our files.

Very truly yours,

4 reaThy Q;,.,éM =

DAE:LCM
Enc.

/
Mr.!Lessing :}Hosenxa :
Alverthorpe GAXYETFY™ )

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania

Neted, (hauke
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AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE, INC.
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
February 1, 1943 to October 31, 1946
RECEIPTS
Membership Dues $172,035.50
Contributions 175,237.06
A1l Other 35,569.48
Total Receipts $382,842.04
DISBURSEMENTS
Salaries $122,150.33
Office Expenses & Printing 125,534.07
Field Organization & Promotion 105,450.30
AVC Bulletin 27,726.15

Total Disbursements $380,860.85



Charge to the account of 3 )

,a_’ CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED S
DOMESTIC CABLE 4 J CHECK \
2
TELEGRAM ORDINARY 7 4
DAY URGENT
i s ACCOUNTING INFORMATION
SERIAL DEFERRED
NIGHT NIGHT.
LETTER LETTER
Patronas should check class of service TIME FILED

desired; otherwise the message will be
transmitted s a telegram or A, N, WILLIAMS
K ordinary cablegram. f PRESIDENT B r

Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agrecd to

STRAIGHT WIRE March 7, 1947

lir.|Lessing J. Hosenwald

Alvarthorpe GallBrye————

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania

» Yesterday Execuiivd Committee appropriated ';,}115,0(.{) within policies set by the
Board. : Pr-aviotw .-s‘b-ock sales exceeded appropriations by §26,000, Therefore,
sale of approximately 2,500 shares will cover all appropriztions.

Dorothy A. Elvidge
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March 17, 1947
Mr, Rockwell Kent | %E D |
Ausable l‘crks,“ ; o i -~Z - &JL i
New York, l ) ‘
Dear Mr, Kent: : ' v | AR E

This will scknowledge receipt of your
letter of March 15th, together with its enclosures
regarding Sclidarity House,

In so far as I personally em concerned,
neither the Lessing J., Rosenwald Foundation mor I
can give financial aid to your projeet. Much as I
regret being obliged to turn down worthy causes
brought to my attention, I am mot in a position to
take on any asdditional commitments at the present
time, The Lessing J. Rosenwald Foundation, generally
speaking, does not undertake work which has been con-
sidered by the Julius Rosenwald Fund of Chicago. We
have adopted this policy in order mot to interfere
wvith or duplicate the work of the Fund. PFurthermore,
in most cases, we believe that each city should take
care of its own social problems in so far as this is
possible. Since Sclidarity House 1s a Harlem project,
New York should be able to raise the comparatively
small amount needed to achieve your objectives.

I am sending your letter, with a copy of
this, to Mr, Edwin R. Embree of the Julius Rosenwald
Pund, and have asked him to reply to you in the event
you had in mind approaching that organization.

Yerr truly yours,




AUSABLE FORKS
NEW YORK

March 15, 1947

NMr, Lessing Rosenwald
Jenkinstown, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Rosenwald:

I am wrlting this letter to call to your attention a
project that I belleve to be of great potentlal imnortance
to the Negro neople of Farlem in the hope that you will find
1t to be deserving of assistance through the funds of the
Rosenwald Foundation. It is, Solidarity House (Rnd here T
ouote from a paragraph of the enclosed statement), "a pro-
gressive community center at the service of the people of
Harlem. It 18 an interracial and intercul turasl center whose
program 1s especially directed toward creating better under-
standing between national and minorlty pgroups withln and without
the community." The statement was vrepared by the attorney of
Solidarity House at my reguest in order that in writing to you
I might send yon an authoritative report on the enterprise. I
am sufficiently familiar with the detalls of the enterprise and
its problems to know that the renort 1s correct.

Although I am President of the International Vorkers Order
of which Solidarity House, as the report states, 1s a nart 1t
is not iIn my officlsl capacity or even with the knovwledge of the
Order that I am writing you. My appeal 1s that of an individual
deeply concerned with the Negro problem in Ame®ica and with ad-
vancing Negro well-being and education as a neeessary opremise to
the vproblem,

Writing to you as an individual I may speak frankly of the
International Workers Order, of which Solidarity House 1s ad-
mittedly a branch. I became a member of the Order many years ago
in full knowledge that 1t 1s charged with being dominated by
Communists or the Communist Party. To just wvhat extent this 1is
true I am in no position to know, for I am not and never have been
a member of the Party. I am, however - as President and an active
ex offlicio member of its General Couneil = in & position to state-
with aunthorlity that the Order 1is strictly non-politioal except as
politics concerns the well-being of 1tis memberghlo In general |
(roughly, labor), the democratic rights of theminority sroups of”
which the Order is a federation and in that pry gE%Em that coﬁcernq
uns 211 so dee'{)ly - Peace. I am a mem.ber of t tarnatio :

U NIV ERSIT




Workers Order because I belleve wholeheartedly in its purposes
and orinciples and have never found its activities to be in any
degree Inconsistent with my own 1deals as an American liberal.

The Negro problem has become increasingly a major concern
of the International Workers Order, and among the fruits of
that concern 1s the Du Sable Community Center in the south end
of Chicago - an enormously ambitious general community oroject
that has already been successfully financed. And the smaller
Solidarity House of Harlem. I have been personslly active in
both projects, and I have come to realize the greater difficulties
that confront the Harlem Negroes. The International Workers Order
has done as much as it constitutionally may to assist the Negro
group of Harlem. They are from this point on dependent on their
own resources - resources that are narrowed by the admittedly
lagging commmnity spirit in Harlem 1tself.

The egg that the community hen of Harlem ousht to hateh
anpears to need an ineubator. They need help. And it is for help
that I, a friend of the Negro people, am appealing to you a far
more powerful one. I can only beg yvou to give this your thoughtful
consideration.

Faithfully yours,

/écm Lt

RK/s Roeckwell Kent
uopwa #18
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S OLIDARITY HOUSE

WHAT IT IS AND WHEN IT BEGAN

SOLIDARITY HOUZE is the name given to the two five story
buildings located at 122-24 West 124 Street, New York City.
These buildings were purchased by the members of Solidarity
Lodge No. 691 of the International Workers Order, a fraternal
mutual benefit society. The title to the property was taken
in the name of Solidarity Center, Inc., a membership corpora=-
tion organized under the laws of the State of New York the
second (2nd) day of October, 1945.

The members of the Board of Directors represents a crosg -
gsection of leaders of the community; from churches, fraternal

organizations, trade unions and other social service organiza-
tions,

SOLIDARITY HOUSE is located in the heart of this big community
which reflects the living conditions forced upon the Negro
people by a long-established pattern of economic and social
segregation: poor and inadequate housing, and a lack of ade
equate educational, recreational and cultural facilities,

The lives of thousands of these citizens of the Harlem commun-
ity will be enriched through the cultural and educational facile
ities offered by Solidarity House; through its little theatre,
library, art projects, children's rooms, youth and adult clubs.

SOLIDARITY HOUZE is a progressive community center at the
service of the people of Harleme It is an interracial and
intercultural center whose program is especially directed toward
creating better understanding between national and minority
groups within and without the community.

HOW IT WAS FINANCED

The funds for Solidarity House first came from the members of
Solidarity Lodge 691, from the National group societies and from
the General Lodges of the International Workers Order. Trade
Union, progressive organizations, Busineses Men and individuals,
through the purchase of bonds, through loans and donations
contributed to the financing the project.

A substantial part of the funds has been raised through affaire;
such as, concerts, forums, dramae, dances and lectures promoted
by the lodge membership,



conteess

HOW _THE FUNDS_WERE 3PENT

Forty Five Thousand (§ 45,000 ) Dollars was spent for the
alteration and equipment of the buildinge

Among the facilities provided is an auditorium which can be
used as a theatre for concerts and other activities., There
are a number of small roomg now in use for meetings, games
rooms, clubrooms, etc.

ACTIVITIES NOW I PROGRIS

The Center was officialy opened on Sunday, January 12,1947 by
prominent represenatives of the community, including U.S :
Represenative, the Rev. Adam C. Powell who dedicated the Center
and New York City Councilman Benjamin J., Davis, Jr., Broadway
stars, including Juanita Hall, Archie Savage, Claude Marchant
Abbie Mitchell, and a host of others participated.

Our program is especially designed to help curb juvenile deline
quency in our comnunitye. Our Junior and Youth groups are en=-
gaged in dramatics, arts and craft, sports, etc. Our gym now
under construction will do much to channelize the energies of
our young boys and girls in constructive and healthy activities,

Solkdarity House is presenting a group of artists, folk and
classical in a series of concert recitals on Sunday eveningse
The Joint IWO=-P.V. ( The People's Voice ) Forums to begin
Sunday afternoon, March 9th, promises to be educational and
entertaininge Important National and World topies will be
discussed. Community £inzing on Sunday afternoons under the
direction of Miss Juanita Hall has 'donc much to cement unity
between lodge members and friends of the communitye

Among the groups that arec using the facilities of the Center
are: The Folksay Dance Group, The People's Cultural Union, The
Knights of Pythians, No, 8, The Social VWorkers Council, The
Harlem Tenants & Consumers Organization, AYD, UNAVA, The Coun-
cil of the National Negro Congress and many other groups.

THE NEED FCR FUNDS

Funde are urgently needed to pay off the balance of the indebt-

nese incurred for the alteration and equipment of the building.

Second, to complete the alteration and equipment of the Center.

Many of the rooms set aside for various activities are yet with-
out the necessary facilities. Funds are also needed for paying

personnel to supervise and direcg the activities,

Ve are pppealing to all social and progressive minded citizens
to help us make our Center play & vital role and to help us win
the battle for peace and democracy for alle.

Address and make all checks payable to Solidarity Center, Ince
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JENKINTOWN, PA.

April 1, 134(
ERE| 1

}{1‘0 Edwin R. E’nbree, - ‘.-\ .—.—-—--—-—F"'-""__
Julius Rosenwald Fund, \

4901 Ellis Avenue, ___,ﬂ,,__H_..—-—-—l
Chicago, Illinois. \ \ =
Dear Edwin:

Enclosed is a letter I have just re-
ceived from Ruth Frank, and a copy of my reply
to her, Will you be kind enough to write hér
also?

I have known Miss Frank and her father
in Detroit for many years. She ig a capable
and competent young lady, and a most attractive
one,

Thanks in advance for giving her re-
quest your personal attention, I am, as ever,

Sincerely yours,

enc.,




April 1,

Mise Ruth Frank,
2909 Olive Street, N,
Washington, D, C.

Dear Ruth,

1947

This will ecknowledge receipt of your let-

ter of March 31st,

I sm sending it to Mr, Edwin Embree of the
Julius Rosenwald Fund in Chicago, with the request
that he give it his personal consideration.

I have
done this beesuse Mr, Embree is much closer to

interracial relations than I am, and he is in a much
better position to advise you. I am surs that you
will hear from him within the near future,

Our whole femily is well, Bob, Babs, and

Bobby Junior are well and happy in their new home,
They are expecting an addition next month,

Mrs, Rosenwsld joins me in sending kindest

regards,

Sincerely yours,




March 31, 1947

lir.Lessing Rosenwald
"Alverthorpe"
Jenkintown, Penna,
Dear lir,Rosenwald:

Recently I moved to Washington from Detroit to underteke =a
temporary position with the new inter-racial radio station, "WQ QW,
as & Public Relstions Consultsnt, DNow thet my worlk is finished
there I am in guest of a position here in the field of race rela=-
tions,

Knowing thet you are so actively engeged in sponsoring a var-
iety of enterprises devoted to the furtherance of racial understand-
ing, I thought to enquire &f you could advise me about some current
project ir need of a publidst, public reletions assistant or inter=-
viewer, p

I em aware that many of the orgerizations engaged in anti-dis-
crimination work are in the process of cutting their staffs, however,
there is so much work thet needs to be done and I would like to be part
of it., There may be some forthecoming progect with which you are fam-
ilier; that is in need of new steff members, If so, I would be so
grateful if you would direct me to them,

During the past three years I have worked in both paid end vol=-
unteer cepecities, principally on publicity.

It seemed quite logioal to consult you on this and your advice

will be grestly eporecisted., Many thanks,

S

| 4

N .
. Al
P35« Friendly greetings to your son thwand yoursglf




April 3, 1947

Dear Lessing: I have sent the enclosed
letter to Ruth Frank. I
shall do everything I can to help her find
the right niche. It is good to know of
competent people who are ready to work in
this field.
Sincerely,

ERE:LCM
Enc.

Mr. \Lessing Jz Fosenwald
Alvekthorpe

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania

=
y

| L ——
==



April 3, 1947

Dear Miss Frank: ¥r. Lessing Rosenwald has sent om

to me your letter of March 31. I
am always glad to learn of persons who are ready to work
in race relations. I wonder if you could give me some
further information about the work you have done and
about your special interests.

The Julius Rosenwald Fund is
supporting a study of segregation in the nation's capital.
It is possible that something in connection with that
effort might be available. At any rete, if you will
give me a litile more data, I shall be glad to make any
suggestions I can.

Very truly yours,

T, LMBHEE
[

ERE3LOM f) —
g y

i {3 Fj :
af/f”ﬂzarlgiiiff}’#;kﬁg'Qwﬂtr£11 ey

Miss RButh Frank
2909 Olive Street, NW.
Washington, D. C.

ecs Mr‘ Lessing \Rosenwald
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Mr. Edwin R. Embree ? ' 1
Julius Rosenwald Pund |

4901 Tllis Avenue :

Chicago 15, Illinois

Dear Mr. Embree: SLE o S

Thank you for your letter of May 21st
replying to myq}etter of May 13th addressed to Mr.

senw : ’ e

R?;-E“E‘l"*l"d“ A "f
I can udderstand the difficulties

which are attendant upon a grant such as I suggested.
On the other hand, I think you can understand how it
is difficult to persuade any of the four agencies
mentioned to undertake the program suggested in view
of the fact that none of them to our knowledge have
budgets sufficient to cerry on the work which they
have already programed.

Perhaps you would have some suggestion
as to how the University Religious Conference Panel
girls could best be utilized in the field for which
they now have both adequate training and experience.

Very truly yours,

AT P

Morris Pfaelz £




LESSING J. ROSENW £
JENKINTOWN, PA,

June 4, 1947
tRE Q7/¢' éﬂf??. 6,/;’1
/
Mr. Edwin R, Embree, ..
Julius Rgsenwald l?‘temd, bk ] C / b

4901 Ellis Avenue, ]
Chicago, Illinois. '

Dear Edwin:

I am enclosing a letter recent-
ly received from Edgar Stern regarding Dr.
Alexander.

I will appreciate it very much
if you will furnish me with answers to the
questions raised in this letter,

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

o

enc,

Sle—a o
| -
[\ =15



EDGAR B. STERN
2110 AMERICAN BANK BUILDING

NEW ORLEANS |2

May 20, 1947

Mre Lessing J. Rosenwald,
Alverthorpe,
Meetinghouse Road,
Jenkintovm, Penna,

Dear Lessing:

I have your letter of the 1l6th and thank you for the care with which
you have answered my question. I am not sure that I agree with your
viewpoint, but I'm not inclined to press the matter, The discussion
about this situation did bring something to my mind that I would like
to pass on to you for your consideration. It is my understanding that
the terms of retirement of the Fund for the employees of the Julius
Rosenwald Fund are unusually liberzl and that anyone who has been cone
nected with it for some length of time will be able to retire with

a nice competence.when the Fund goes out of businesss I have a rough
impression that this would not apply to Dr. Alexander, as I understand
he has been with the fund for a relatively short timejyand the thought
has been passing through my mind that he may find it somewhat difficult
and uncomfortable to plan for his future when the Fund goes out of
businesse, While he is still very vigorous,he has come to an age
where it may not be too easy for him to find a new occupation which
would properly compensate him. I have knovn him for many years and
have come to have the highest respect for his honesty and high pure
posese He has been serving in numbers of capacities for some years

at probably moderate salaries and,with a fairly large family, I suse
pect that he has not been able to lay anything much aside, I am wone
dering whether it would be proper for the trustees of the Julius Rosen=
wald Fund to explore his situation and possibly try to do something
for his financial security. He is a real idealist and I believe

has done more to promote sound racial relations in the South and in
the nation than any man I know, I think he deserves some financial
reward if it can be arranged in an appropriate waye

Sincerely Sy

EBStern:iB



June 6, 1947

Dear Mr. Hosenwald: Mr. Embree left for

Canada yesterday to
be gone for ten days. I am holding your
letter, which ceme today, for Mr. Embree's
attention when he returns.

Very truly yours,

RIETTA C. CranT
RCC Secretary to Mr. Embree

Mr.\ Lessing J.Zaog
Je town, syfvu.n:la



heede
e
XEROX REQUEST SLII}S
i

Name of Collection tT‘Q( : /

Box Number q (

Folder Number §

Page Numbers

Total Number of Copies L

Total Cost

QP



iaz;?ﬁ

June 17, 1947

Dear Lessing: The amount that Dr. ilexander has in
_the retirement trust us of the end of
this month is $15,586. If he continues with the Fund
to the proposed closing date, June 30, 1948, §2,400 will
be added to this amount, being 15% of his salary of $12,000
pald by the Fund and 5% puid directly out of his salary.
This would mean that he would have almost exactly §20,000
on leaving the Fund June 30, 1948.

While this is a less amount than some
of us who have been with the Fund longer (mach less, for
example, than myself which is nlmosi embarrassingly large),
it is = gemercus provision. While, of course, I have not
shown him your letter or the one from Edgar, my belief is
that he would be embarrassed if he felt anyone was consider-
ing more than the gemerous provision already made in the
regular retirement frust. I think, like the rest of us,
ke 1s contemplating some further work, and I think it
likely that attructive openinge may present themselves.

Very truly yours,

Epwin R, EMBREE
- viIN R. EMBRE

Mr. flessing len seawald LR
Jen¥intown, Pghngs
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JENKINTOWN, PA.

September 29, 1947

ERE| 10/3 |508| 0/7

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, /'/

Julius Rosenwald Fund, R ‘& g%h
4901 Ellis Avenue, e
Chieago 15, Illinois. ‘ale 4

Dear Edwin: T _—

Attached is a personal letter from Miss Ruth Frank
who was a friend of Bobby Rosenwald in Detroit several years
ago.

'

While much of the letter is of a personal nature,
I am sending it to you because of a deseription of the work
of a Negro sculptor that it contains. I have written
Miss Frank that I have referred the matter to you, as per
copy of my letter attaghegt

£

Wil ind enoughito return the Scrap Book
to Mr. La Gr directly, and mail the enclosed letter to
Robert Rosenwald, Box 196, Rushland, Pennsylvania, after they
have served your purpose?

Would you alsc be kind enough to advise both
Miss Frank and Mr. La Grone whether or not he is eligible
for a fellowship from the Julius Rosenwald Fund?

As ever,

Yours,

LJR:EW 'f-ffj;;kltv

Att,

A

CC - Robert L. Rosenwald

d_—x
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September 29, 1947

Miss Ruth Frank,

¢/o S. Postel,

5342 8. mmit’ Sta.
Chieago, Illinois.

Dear Ruthie:

Bobby has referred your letter to me, together
with the Serap Book of Oliver La Grone,

We have talked about this matter, and I have told
Bob that I believe aid of this kind from the Lessing J.
Rosenwald Foundation is distinetly outside the usual pattern
that the Foundation hes been following, and I doubt that it
would be wise to start a procedure of this kind,

Inasmuch as the Julius Rosenwald Fund has
making a practice of awarding scholarships to Negroes
wvhat they consider proprietary taleat, I have sent the Serap
Book. to Mr. Edwin R. Embree, President of the Fund, and have
asked him to consider such an application, I have also asked
hin to return the Serap Book to Mr, La Grone after it has
served hie purpose.

b

Sinecerely yours,

LIRIEW

CC - Mr, Edwin R, Embree (blind) /
Mr. Robert L. Rosenwald "

== 3
==
=
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October 7, 1947
Dear Lessing: Thank you for sending on the
material about the Negro sculptor.
He would seem to be an eligible candidate for a
fellowship. Ve are writing to thes several persons
mentioned in your letter and shall be glad to see
that this men's application is presented as

effectively as possible to the commitiee ob awards.

Very truly yours,

) Eowin R. Empree
dr§ Lessing F
Jepkintown, Fennsylvania

ERE:NL




ODEFARTMENT OF

ECONOMICE BOLITICAL SCIENCE BOCIOLOGY
AND ANTHROPOLSAOY

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO

Wb Suban

F baw
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wnlin Thasbe

BOULDER. COLORADO

g 7 October 1947
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Dear Sirs:

nAl
[<vaw

7

I am involved in two research projects which I
could carry on more effectively with some financial
assistance.

One project is to analysize attitudes toward
minority groups as revealed by 12,000 gquestionaires
filled in by high school students and adults in 25
Colorado towns, The codification, analysis and final
report would be greatly facilitated if I could obtain
some financial aid.

My other project is concerned with community
analysis, I have field notes from a comaunity study
I did just before the war, which I hope to organize
into a monograph durimg the next few months. To carry
on my work in this fleld, I hope to initiate a long
term study of another community of mixed ethnic com-
position--Indian, Spanish-American and white. PFinan-
clal assistance for both the comrletion of the revort
for which I have notes and the new study would be
greatly appreciated.

If these research projects are.of the type your
foundation can support, will you please send me applica-
tion blanks and other instructions needed to aprly.

Sivgerely yours,

O rrec C,cﬁm/qa

mer C. Stewart

' == | |
I,"l'._ = - /
T 14
| e ! B W



October 8, 1947

Dear Mr. Rosenwalds In answer to Mr. Lessing J. R'.,_
Rosenwald's lestter of ‘\\\
A\
September 29, I am returning herewith Miss Frank's ’ 1\

letter. I have written to Mr. LaGrone inviting
him to apply for a fellowship and sent him proper
application blanks. 2 ecopy of this lstter has been
sent to Miss Frank. The screp book is being returned
to Mr. LaGrone by Registersd Mail.

Sincersly yours,

W«

For the Committee on Fellowships

Mr/ Robert,
e

Rushiland Pennsylvania : ‘
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The White Race Advisory Committee "{xm Weuadily -

FOR ASSISTANCE TO i |./ L} “,‘.-;(ﬂ &
THE NEGRO SERVICE COUNCIL 9 do Ml Iusw Undhe,
843 INGRAHAM BUILDING

MIAMI, FLORIDA 9-\-0»«, pat o 4

Oct. 10, 1947 =
. » \ _ m %L
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CLYDE A. EPPERSON { Y [
CHAIRMAN f i J

ROGER EDWARD DAVIS Mr.'Lessing J. Rosen -L~p:ﬂ \
Jenkintown, P

U. 'S, COMMISSIONER Ae

JUDGE BEN C. WILLARD
CRIMINAL COURT

JUDGE WAYNE ALLEN
COURT OF CRIMES

ke During the month of October the White Race Advisory Committee, of which I
TAX ASSESSOR am chairman, is conducting a campaign to raise $50,000.00 to complete a
ROBERT R. TAYLOR Negro Youth Center in Dixie Park, here in Miami. The building will provide
s iAo LR a 1000 seat auditorium and office space for the Boy Scouts and the Girl
HENRY L OFPENBORN Scouts and the YMCA and YWCA, which organizations will supervise the
center's program.

Dear Mr. Rosenwald: | .

THOMAS S. FERGUSON
JUSTICE OF PEACE

KENNETH L. OKA Because of the worthiness of this project, and because of your own interest
T . W in such work, we wish to ask for any help or advice you may be able to

give us. We have mailed ten thousand letters to a selected mailing list,

R we have obtained favorable publicity from all of the newspapers, and several
HOTEL OPERATOR prominent citizens have consented to act as chairmen of various committees.

DAVID BOSWORTH
FLA. POWER & LIGHT

Can you make any additional suggestions which will help us obtain the
g G necessary funds to complete the building? Do you know of any financially
S e successful Negroes (or Negro Agencies) who make it a practice to contribute
MIAMI DAILY NEWS to such campaigns?

JOHN D, MONTGOMERY
MIAMI EACH SUN-STAR

O. B. SUTTON
JUSTICE OF PEACE

Of course it goes without saying that if you wish to make a contribution=-

R e either personally or in the name of the Rosenwald Fund - we shall be glad

DR. MAURICE vaiseere 0O receive it. However, our main object in writing the letter is to sscure
pHysician & surceon  inflormation which will be helpful on this important campaign to assist the

WILLIAM A, LANE colored people of this area.
FPRESIDENT DADE BAR ASSNM.

CARY HOFFMAN ;
ATTORNEY 4 tru}y yours,
o /

EDWARD R. COPELAND
ATTORNEY

DANIEL H. REDFERN

WEBSTER G. WALLACE R & = S A I 74,

ATTORNEY

CAE:mm
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October 21, 1947

Dear Lessing: I as eanclosing copy of 2 letter to Adele Levy

which reports the ecurrent status of partiei-
pants in our meeting of foundation officers on Novemver 8 and 9.
The guests are exhibiting a great deal of intersst. I am sure
the meeting will be worth while.

We have been diligently at werk cn the docket
for the meeting. We cre basing it cn the meleriel we presented
to the Trusteer in May but we have tried tc moke it clearer and
more cohesive. This docket will go to the participente seversl
days in adveance of the mesting so thet they will he =hle to ac-
queint themselves with our work and prepere themselves for ques-
tions and digecussion.

At the end of the docket we have listed a number
of questicns growing oul of fhe exverisace of “he Pund which have
a bearing on the policies of foundztions gemeraliy. T have thought
that these questions would serve ss the sgeads of the meetings. I
think we will pot need much by vey of introductory statements im
view of the report in the docket and the saugernsss thst saveral of
our guests are showing for discussions of prosrsms ani poliecles.
We are counting on you ealling the mee%ing to order and extending
& welcome in behalfl of the Fund., PFrom thut point on I am prepared
to direct the discussion if you want me to. Or you might continue
to preside, having me present suggestions and iteme from time %o
tise, much as I do in reguler Trustees meetings.

In additicn to the conference sessions we will
need & brief msetiug of our own Trustees. We are preparing a sep-
arate docket for that executive session. So far as any of us hsre
can see, this executive docket will be brief and formal since we
have sliocaved practically all of our funds and since I know of
no quesiions of policy that ne=d reconsideration ut this late date.
By the wey, we are counting on one final meeting of the Trustees
to wind up the Fund and make any final decisions that may be

=
S =
2L |




Mr. Rosenwald -2 - October 21, 1947

required. That final meeting should probably be held the latter
part of May, so as to be as close as convenient to the official
closing on June 30. We might try to arrange the date of the HMay
meeting while we are all together in Nashville.

Very truly yours,

Ebwin R. Emgrer

ERE:NL

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald
Alverthorpe Gallary
Jenkintown, Pennsylvenia



Julius Rosenwald Fund

Edwin R. Embree 4901 ETTTE™IVEN UE . . Charles S. Johnson
President Joseph D. Lohman
et Sheoh ] CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS W¢dou for Race Relations

Yice President Fred G. ‘ENdOI:d :
Director for Education
Do A. Elvidge
Socnt:::hvcnd Co:npirolhr % b‘w‘. ‘. &‘A«M Sorearss William C. 'I:-icl?rgaod
3‘ :ii:r for Fellowships
il o preand, T“"""““'l Qctoae 21, 1947 _ ‘
A wealdy by well hn 1% ) ¢
Dear Lessing: I am enclosing copy of a letter to Adele Levy ]; l&njl,
which reports the current status of partiei-
pants in our meeting of foundation officers on November & and 9.”
The guests are exhibiting a great deal of interest. I am sure
the meeting will be worth while. d/‘ g

We have been diligently at work on the docket ]C Jat
for the meeting. We are basing it on the material we presented
to the Trustees in May but we have tried to make it clearer and
more cohesive. This docket will go to the participants several ;ﬂh7rAJ<?

days in advance of the meeting so that they will be able to ac- ; ’21

quaint themselves with our work and prepare themselves for ques- Cg;i-—

tions and discussion. ]
911’4 4

At the end of the docket we have listed a number
of questions growing out of the experience of the Fund which have
a bearing on the policies of foundations generally. I have thought
that these questions would serve as the agenda of the meetings. I
think we will not need much by way of introductory statements in
view of the report in the docket and the eagerness that several of
our guests are showing for discussions of programs and policies.
We are counting on you calling the meeting to order and extending
& welcome in behalf of the Fund. From that point on I em prepared
to direct the discussion if you want me to. Or you might continue
to preside, having me present suggestions and items from time to
time, much as I do in regular Trustees meetings.

In addition to the conference sessions we will
need a brief meeting of our own Trustees. We are preparing a sep-
arate docket for that executive session. So far as any of us here
can see, this executive docket will be brief and formal since we
have allocated practicalliy all of our funds and since I know of
no guestions of policy that need reconsideration at this late date.
By the way, we are counting on one final meeting of the Trustees
to wind up the Fund and make any final decisions that may be
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required. That final meeting should probably be held the latter
part of May, so as to be as close as convenient to the official
closing on June 30. We might try to arrange the date of the May
meeting while we are all together in Nashville.

Very truly yours,

ERE:NL

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald
Alverthorpe Gallery
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania




LESSING J'F"»W“
| JENKINTOWN, PA.
|
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October 22, 1947

ERE '
(a4 |8 /%g%

Mr. Edwin R. Embres, | il ' '

Julius Rosenwald Fund,_ I

4901 Ellis Avemue, | . :
Chicago, Illinois. | _

Dear Edwin:

Will you please handle the
enclosed letter? I do not know Mr, Robin-
son and have not replied to him,

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

enc.



NEW YORK
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October 7, 1947

Mr. Lessing Rosenwald

The Julius K. Rosenwald Fund
4901 S. Ellis

Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Rosenwald:

A group of producers have been meeting once a week
for lunch at RKO and discussing the ways films might be
used in alleviating social problems.

Out of our discussions have come the story outlines
which we think would be most effective in resolving two
of these problems —that of displaced persons; and that of
racial and religious intolerance.

Budgets have been worked out, and by a number of us
contributing freely our talents, we have arrived at .a
twenty thousand dollar for each film. The films would run
approximately 20 minutes in length.

We have also been assured of theatrical distribution
for these films.

It has been brought to our attention that the Rosen-
wald Fund might assume the sponsorship or co-sponsorship
with another foundation of these films. For this reason
we should like you to give it your attention.

Briefly, the Displaced Persons film would be slanted
from the "self-interest" viewpoint, namely, that it would
accrue to our benefit in the way of talents, new jobs, ete.,
to take in our share of these people: statistics would
prove these points.

The tolerance film would approach "hate" as a kind of
social disease —hereditary in a sense that it travels from
parent to child; contagious in the sense that it goes from -
one person to another %especially'amomg children); allergic
in the sense that racial characteristics and practices cause

|

y/



Lessing Rosenwald
Page 2

reactions; a disease affecting the mind, i.e. people
putting on sheets and running around with torches; and
so on. The disease and its symptoms are examined in
medical terms and its cure is then prescribed.

We sincerely hope this very urgent and important
venture will have your support.

Sincerely,
e —— <’._‘__ _-___- -

TCRsl T. C. Robinson
In Charge of Production




October 24, 1947

Dear Mr. Robinson: I have read with much interest your

letter of October 22 to Mr. Lessing
Rosenwald. I fear that it is not possille for this Fund to
teke any finsncisl interest in the very interesting propos-
als to develop films concerning displaced persons and intol-
srance. We have been following the instructions of our
foundsr to expemnd principal as well as income and have com-
mitted practically all of our remaining resources with a view
to closing the work of the Fund within a few months.

You may be interested in the fact that
we have discussed somewhat similar proposals with Eddie
Albert. As a result of these conferences we have made a
smell contribution to the making of a film on Police Train-
ing in Race Relations, under the suspices of the Educational
Film Research Institate of which Arthur G. Coons of Occidental
College is chairman.

In any event, I should think it would
be worthwhile to keep in touch with this group.

Very truly yours,

Ebwin R. Evpnee
ERE:NL
EBr. T. C. Robinson
Bassour Studios
5746 Sunset Boulevard
Hollywood 28, Califoranisa — ;
0\
‘ ‘ [;"'; I.a ..'\;.
Y
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October 24, 1947

!

Dear Mr. Stewarts ¥r. Lessing J. Rosenwald has referred

your letter of October 7 to this office,
I am exceedingly sorry to have to write you that the Rosenwald
Fund sccepta appliestions only from Negroes and white Southerners
working on some problem distinetive to the Sovth. As am experi-
ment, we offered for several ysars special awards in the field
of race relations without qualifications. These, however, have
been withdrawn.

I regret that you are ineligible under
the terms of our present program, and I hope you will be
successful in finding gomes other means of enabling yourself to
carry on your important work.

Siacerely yours,
For the Committee on Fellowships

Mr, Omer C, Stewart

Department of Economies, Political Seience,
Sociolegy and Amthropology

Oniversity of Colorado

Boulder, Colorszdo

ce éssing Rosenwald ‘ ‘ /f' ’{'ul':-f_\_ |
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Hovember 10, 1947

Dear Mr. Rocenwalds I have the honor to inform you
that, at a meeting of the Trustees

of the Julius Rosenwald Fund held on Hovember 8, 1947,

you were elected to serve for the year 1947-48 as chairman

of the Board of Trustees, Treasurer of the Fund, and as

chairman of the Finance Committee, the other members of

whnich are A. Richerd Frenk &nd Edgsr B. Stern.

Very truly yours
DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE

DAZ:lm

lir. lLessing J.' seawald

Alverthorpe
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania




November 14, 1947

Dear Lessing: It seemed to me that the doings in

Bashville wers worthvhile all around.
The ceremonies in comnection with Johnson's insugurs-
tion were impressive and put this Negro college oa &
new level of attention and respect in the South.

I felt our sessions with the foundation
officers were too shori{ end crowded tc Le most affective.
I don't see how we could bave extended them, s1ll the cir-
cumstcnces being as they wsre.

One of the finest of the personalities -
& naw acquaintence to me - was Mary Switszer. It radses
one's confidence in aov&rnmnnt to find so imaginative and
resourcefal & persoa im & high Federal post. I zm enclos-
ing a copy of = letter that she has just seut. I thought
you aight bs especlally imterasted in her commsnt on members
of the Bosenvald family., "Idealiem and practical wisdom®
is my icdea of high tribute,

Fleuse puss tlhe greetings of Kate and
me to the bzautiful cad charmias miith.

Very truly yours,
Ebpwin R. Everes

ERE:NL

Jenkintown, fennuylvnnia

-
o
i

=




Bovember 14, 1947

Dezr Lessing: I think we should make plans
for the final meeting of the
Fund Trustees well emough in advance to get them
en the schedule of our busy group. 1 would say
& weekend in the mildle or letter pert of lay.
I think ve can coneclude our business in merning
and afternocon sesgsione of u single day, but I
should hopa that meszbers of the Board could stay
for the full 3ay, probadbly anding up with a2 dinner
that night. %hat would you think of May 15 or 22
gg the date for the spring meeting?

Very truly yours,

Epwin R. EMBREE

Jenkintown, Pemnsylvenia
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ERE:

For your information I am attaching a
copy of the latest issue of Circuit's

Smart Woman. - =

Mrs. Feaman (who is Mrs. Robert Taylor's sister)
and her husband have been backing the magazine
personally, without any outside financial help.
It is felt that this kind of a magazine fills

a definite need and should be given a chance to
survive. An annual budget of $30,000 to $40,000
would enable the publishers to make a first
rate magazine out of it.

HR



Noveamber 25, 1947

Dear heaaing: I have not been neglaecting
your iamquiry about the

Circuit Smsrt Woman. I have gathered some

information and I am now awaiting s talk

with lrs. Alone Feasman, the present Editor.

Very truly yours,

Epwin R. EMBREE

ir.| Lesging J. é:nonnnld
Alverthorpe

Jenkintown, Pemnsylvania

e, T S I
=



November 25, 1947

Dear Lessing: At the Nashville confereance several people expressed
interest in a detailed story of the schoclhouse
building program. On consulting S. L. Smith, I find that building plans
and very extensive pamphlet materisl about buildings, equipment, beauti-
fication of grounds, ete. is available and is currently issued from
the Division of Schoclhouse Planning of Fesbody College. This clearly
gives the informstiom that is needed by anyone in this country or abroad
who is contemplating rural school building.

Another reason advanced at the cconference for a
report of ocur school work wis the general bumen interest involved. We
have made o number cf efforts to capitalize or crystallize that interest.
You may remember that Alfred Stern employed two zuthors &t differemt
times to work with S. L. Smith wiith & view te writing up the stery.
Reither of them could got materiel thet they thought worth making up.
Julis Wexman gtayed over in Bashville for three days after the confer-
ence talking with dr. Smith about the school building program. She
returns a2 helpless us the others. Stories whick gsovd interesting
for ten of fifteen minutes in & conference discussion do not seem to
materislize into more then fregrmentery reminiscences thet quickly get

boring.

I have two procedurec to suggest: Ome, we will
include in the complete histery of the Pund which Miss Baxman is now
preparing a number of humen interest stories from the school building
days. I am sure this is as much as we should try to do in behalf of
the Pund. Two. ©Since Mr. Smith himself is the only one - if any -
who could wriisc up these oarly days, we might give him a commission
to do sc. P:rsenully, I do not think anything worth printing will come
out of it. However, it will do no harm to zive it s try. Furthermore,
he iz pow detached from Pesbody and is existing on mo salary from any
source. A commission from us might be a 1life saver. What would you
think of offering him 2 commission to write up the school building
program with an agreement from the Pund to pay him $2500 a year “for
a two year period?

Very truly ycm's $

ERE:HL 3 = ‘ — ‘ : =
«|Lessing J. _s_;% ‘ Epwi f\kl. a_MBRE.t |
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November 26, 1947

Dear Lessing: I have had & long talk with Mrs. Alone Feaman,

Editor and Publisher of Ssmart Woman, 47<9 South
State Street, Chicago. I have been seeing copies of this publi-
cation since it first ceme out about three years ago. It is very
well edited and published. 4&nd contrary to aost Negro publica-
tions, is entirely dignified in tone and make-up. The publication
has been essentizlly & one man effort of lMrs. Feamen. She has
furnished the initiative, héas mansged the whole enterprise and
has provided sueh financing as has been sweilasble. She tells me
thut she has put about $40,000 of her own money into the publica-
tion. :

: Mrs. ¥eamen 1s at the end of her recources. She
thinks en investment of $40,000 would carry the magazine for another
yeap (the printing and distributing costs are sbout $4,000 per
month). #r. Thomas Beck, on the other hand, estimates that not
less than $30,000 will be needed to carry the megszine umtil it
can hope o be aslf-supporting.

I Go not have enough publishing knowledge to
give auy useful sppraisal of the chance of witimate success. I |
personally question the desirability of multiplyinz of magazines
aimed especiully ut Hegroes or any other group in the American’
population. HHowever, srs. Feaman makes the point that Negroes
have ppeclas problems in care ol skin end hair and to some extent
in clothes mnc house-kecping. My own opimion is bearish as to
the proosbie success of such a veatuwe, but I have ®een wrong
guch estimatios vefore. For example; I was sure that Johm Johmson
would not succeed ulih Negro Digest and Ebony. Yetl both these
megezines beve turned oul to be brillisnt successes, financially
ag vell as lo olher ways.

Mrs. Feamen ig certainly u responsible woman and
I imegine a very able one. As you mey know, she 1s the sister
of the wife of Robert Tsylor, a man who has for years managed the
Rosenwald Apartment Bullding and is Chairaman of the Chicago Housing
Authority. However, Robert Taylor is 1» way concerned with this &~
magezine. Mrs. Feamen tells me she jn evun talka& about it { y

|
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Mr. Lessing Rosenwald -2 - November 26, 1947

with him, fearing his "comsercialism."™ All in s8l1l, this is
a highly personal venture depending elmost entirely on the
ideas and enthusiasm of one woman. That is an asset 1f the
one is a genius. But it makes it impossible for me to give
more than the sketchy asccount I have written asbove. I have
talked with seversl people in the South Side community, but
none of them can offer much more than I have writtea.

I have recently had a letter from Mr. Beck.
I am writing him that support to such & publication falls
clear outside the scope of the Foundation, but that at your
request I was sending this note to you. Is there anything
more you went me to do in the matter?

Very truly yours,

—— EowiN R. EMBreg

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald
Alverthorpe Gazllery
Jenkintown, Pennsylvanie



{LESSING J. ROSENW

JENKINTOWN, PA.

December 1, 1947

ERE( 2/2 |684, | o

Mr. Edwin R. Embree,

Julius Rosenwald Fund,

4901 Ellis Avenue, '
Chicago 15, Illinois. | - -

Dear Edwin:

Thank you wery much for your letter of November
26th, regarding Mrs. Alone Feaman and her magazine, Smart
Woman, which I am forwarding to Mr. Beck.

I appreciate your obtaining this information, and
all the trouble you have gone to in securing it.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,
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Vice President ]

Director for Education !

Wil c. ood
November 25, 1947 Il)Iroct:rwl for Fmahip:

Dorothy A. Elvidge
Secretary and Comptroller

Desr Lessing: At the Nashville conference several people expressed
interest in a detailed story of the schoolhouse
building program. OUn consulting S. L. Smith, I find that building plans
and very extensive pamphlet material about buildings, equipment, beauti-
fication of grounds, ete. is available and is currently issued from
the Division of Schoolhouse Planning of Feabody College. This clearly
gives the information that is needed by anyone in this country or abroad
who is contemplating rural school building.

inother reason advanced at the conference for a
report of our school work was the general human interest involved. We
have made a number of efforts to capitalize or crystallize that interest.
You may remember that Alfred Stern employed two authors at different
times to work with S. L. Smith with & view to writing up the story.
Neither of them could get meaterial that they thought worth making up.
Julia Waxman stayed over in Nashville for three days after the confer-
ence talking with Mr. Smith about the school building program. She.
returns as helpless as the others. Stories which sound interesting
for ten or fifteen minutes in a conference discussion do not seem to
materialize into more than fragmentary reminiscences that gquickly get

boring.

I have two procedures to suggest: One, we will
include in the complete history of the Fund which Miss Waxman is now
preparing a number of humen interest stories from the school building
days. I am sure this is as much as we should try to do in behalf of
the Fund. Two. Since Mr. Smith himself is the only one - if any -
who could write up thege esariy days, we might give him a commission
to do so. Personally, I do not think anything worth printing will come
out of it. However, it will do no harm to give it a try. Furthermore,— -
he ig now deteached from Peabody and is existing on no sala any
gource. A commission from us might be a life saver. ¥ would you
think of offering him 2 commission to write up the ool building
progrem with an agreement from the Fund to pay pifi $2500 a year for
a two year period?

Very truly yours,
ERE:

Mr. Nessing JJ Rosenwa

AlverthorpeGallery
Jenkintown, Pennsykvenia
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{ r 120
ERE | ;}JC] 25, & g
OFFICE OF - _ - Y M 4=

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD .

December
3 1947

Dear Mr. Rosenwsld:

I have your letter of December 1lst
enclosing Mr. Embree's letter, which I read
with keen interest.

I am sorry that we cannoct go fur-
ther with the matter because I have s hunch

that with more capital Mrs. Feaman can make
a real success of the magszine.

With all good wishes.
Sincerely yours,

/97;;;’/5.54@

Thomes H. Beck

Mry Lessing]Rosenualde.om-

Jenkintown, Pa.




'LESSING J. ROSENWALD

S

JENKINTOWN, PA.

December 14, 1947

| |ERE Q{l’? il p

—

Mr. Edwin R, Embree, |
Julius Rosenwald Fund,

4901 Ellis Avenue, ;

Chicago, Illinois. !

Dear Edwin:

All of us were delighted by the Fund's contri-
bution to the Committee for the Nation's Health. This,
of course, includes the Laskers.

I hope that right after the first of the year
the Fund will give really serious consideration to a simi-
lar grant for the Citizens Committee on Displaced Persons,
This endeavor falls so completely in line with the Fund's
Inter-Race Relations work that I feel you should decide on
favorable action regarding a contribution to it. I know
of no project wherein the three faiths - Catholiec, Protestant,
and Jewish - have worked together so wholeheartedly as they
have on this. I know of nothing which would create better
co-operation among the three faiths than the fulfillment
of their objective in the passage of adequate immigration
legislation through Congress.

Above all, I ask that the Executive Committee
will not turn this request down definitely without giving
me an opportunity of presenting the whole picture to the
Trustees, and to answer any questions they may raise. I
do this because of my intense interest in this project, and
because I feel that the Fund is uniquely placed to render
this service in contrast with all other Foundations.

Edith joins me in sending kindest regards and
the Compliments of the Season to you and to Mrs, Embree.

Sincerely yours,
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