
January 6, 1947 

Dear Mr. Rosenwald: I am sorry I didn't make any headway ~ith 
Ellis Arnall las t month. Hi s reasons for 

turnint, t.:r . Eurrlson c.0,.11 were a .... equat.e as fer a.s he was concerned 
but would not sutisfy you or me. bctuc;.J.l) , I thin~ the trouble 
was thu t, he hd.tl been JUffiJeu pretty hard in the southern newupupers 
a fE:w clt:iyi, before for goin6 off to riew Orleans to accept some kind 
of honor from the :.-Outhern Conference for liur.1 .... n Y,~lf~re. Before I 
was abl e to see him, I t hink he hcd passe~ norQ along to his 
secretary to turn do~n uutomaticall y w1y requests of the sort 
t ba.t cume fro11i tr. Harri::;on. So e1lthou0 h he aid not .:.ami t it 
dir ectly, I suspect he never even saw the letter. 

I say I was not impressed with his reasons. 
'r,hcn I met his f irst e.1.CU.Je v.i th en irrd'utd,le answer, he come up 
with another onu less valid t han the firs t. After half an hour I 
~~ve up. Of course I don ' t neect to add tlv_t he was as cordial 
when I l eft as vthen I entered, because he really is a pretty good 
fello~·. 

I told you on the telephone I would send 
a fe,. names th-t seemed to some of us in Ath.ntu to be useful 
southern contacts if the work of the committee boes forward . No 
o .. e person, of course, ca.n possi bl y spe""lt for the South or carry 
equal weight from Vircinia to Texas . n.rnall, I sup~o~e, is the 
mo.t tooteu libertl, but eve he does not h...ve s~ronb suptort or 
follo,l.i.ng in sowe important ;,laces; for exumple, the Conference 
of Southern Governors . The mtcn in t h~t organization who probabl y 
is mo~t respected is Goveruor Kerr of Oklahoma. tie l. ,tS president 
of the group l ast year. The current president is Governor Cherry 
of North Carolina, v.ho , 01 cour ... e you probc..Lly ..mo,:-, , y,oulci be a 
l cl:3s satisfo.ctorJ t"erson to a?i)roach. The way to C.ovel"':1or Cherry 
would prob· bly be t nrou0 h Frank Graham of ?forth Carolina , 6.Jlci the 
upproach to Covernor Kerr, an outst1ndinc northern Democr~t. 

In t."1.e neiispaper world, .Eiurr--_y .bi n ham of 
Loui svil le v;ould probably be tne first choice, fdllor:ed u~ b) 
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rark Ethridge, una followinb that, .ttalph McGill of tne ~tlw1ta 
Constitution. The f irst two I should think coul,,;. be r eachea 
airectly . The ap~roach to McGill roiLnt be throubh De~n Ackerman 
of Columbia lwi versi t y or t hrough Frank :cCallister of the Georgia 
torkers Education Service in Atlunta. 

There would be no one who could speak for 
the church as a whole. There is little federated activity , us 
you know. But t he best name, if you \Tant the upper-uppers repre­
sented, would be t ne Rt. Rev. Henry St. George Tuc~er of Richmond, 
Vir(;i..aia. he hc.s to;.; represent~t.io •. , anci our &uess it. be ~ould 
be s1mpt.thetic to the problem. -he upproach there ruii;ht ;re.Ll be 
throut;h \1rs . Roosevelt . he i~ the retir-inb heaa of ke Protestunt 
E,.i::.cop~l Cnurct, ot' t he 1,mc.dct,s. 'Ihe seconu r._•.;t:; wo..1.lc, be 
Bishop 1.rttiur, ., . !..core, 6.,, Auburn Aver,ue, At-i..nt, , C..eor6i&., of 
the ~ethodist Church. He i ~ a boo~ person . h l ess 5000 nrune is 
th t of tt1e Rev. Lo11ie D • .Nev.ton, l o..:85 Ponce c.e .... con 1.venue, 
Atlanta, Georb:a. He is t ~e hc-.J of the Sou thcru fa ... ptist Con­
ference, has considerable ef'fec,:,iveness 'AiLh baptist~, Lut is 
not re-tea. as an outsu,w.ciinG _t)1:.r-son . 

I iuCJ..Ut..€. no cduct.tori.i because l ~<-ttter 
from l.!r . EmLree thz,.t they ar ~ persona non 6r<1t a wi tn your comr.:ittee, 
if not with yourself. 

When I ·,tas corrilif thro~Lh r:i!.sh ngwn last, 
a frienn tole me of a youn{_ \'>Ornau uho ht.d ju.3t ret.irneu f1·om Germany, 
where she ht.s tee~ for a yc~r , working on t.he prot.1.em o: aisinherited 
chilcre~. ~he is Lartha ~rbl:sco~1e o~ tee v . ~- Comni~~~e for the 
Care of Europe~~ Chil dren, in New York City. l vould t hink prob~bl y 
. ou already .illevr about her, but I t .1o~bht I woulo pass that informa­
tion alonL since she was representeu to me as unable worker who 
knew first:ianct what was goin.., on. 

If I can help further, pl ease let me know. 
Beut Uew Year• s rlishcs to you and the family. 

FGi' : en 

Mr. Lessing J. Rosenw~d 
Alvertho~pe Gallery 
Jenkinbor.i , Pennsylvania 

Sincerel y , 

-··--



FISK UNIVERS I~ 

NASliVI LLE, TENNESSEE 

OFFICE Of TH E PRESI OEHT L r • C I.~ _ 
~-~6 

January 10, 1947 
L&l.ut .. U, ~ \YLt,t; • 

/ Lessing J Rosen)'Al.d Foundation \Jv ~ i W.,,. AJ. _ ~ WJ(, 0./J "'{; . 

~enkintown, wi' ,rL. . ~-;_....,.,, . ~ Utt.~ ---
Pennsylvania \,u. \A..t.\, ~ , 

Dear Sirs: ~ ~ o,~ ~ 'It,t -U.,,, JJi -~ '4..,4'"-i., • 

The General Education Board has made an offer of $500,000 to Fisk Tl.u--lw 
University for endowment if the friends of Fisk will contribute an eq~l amount. 
This offer expires June 30, 1948. \l.~t ~\""''4W> · 

Fisk is one of our leading Negro liberal arts universities. Its grad-~ 
uates are to be found in the ministry, teaching profession, medicine, dentistry, 1 
the social sciences, and the newspaper field . Fisk is in the van of the Negro 
schools that are preparing Negr oes for leadership in their own race. There are 
917 students enrolled in the University at the present time . 

Endowment funds a.re urgently needed to provide education for the Negro. 
Because of his marginal economic status, the Negro is unable to meet the full 
cost of an education. The tuition paid by the student at Fisk i s equivalent to 
only one-quarter of the cost of the education furnished. Funds generously con­
tributed by the friends of Fisk makes possible the continuance of the educational 
work done by this University. 

We would like to have you consider this letter as an application to 
your Foundation for a gr ant which will help Fisk to obtain this generous gift of 
$500,000 from the General Education Board. It is suggested that this grant might 
take the form of scholarships for deserving Negro students who are pursuing 
courses in the Pre-Medical, Nurse Training, and the Southern Rural Life curricula. 
The southern rural life program is specifically concerned with the redirection of 
education for Negroes in rural communities, the improvement of their standard of 
living, the development of better health and recreational services, the improve­
ment of the rural church and the development of community l eaders. Such proposed 
scholarships would encourage students to secure an education that otherwise might 
be denied them. A scholarship can be endowed with the sum of $5,000 and may take 
such form and bear such appellation as the donor may wish. A representative of 
Fisk will gladly confer with you regarding any gift that you may wish to make . 

A booklet which describes this Matching Endowment Campaign is enclosed 
for your information. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~ /~4~ 
Charles S. Johnson 
President-Elect 
Fisk University 
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# · THE AMOUNT IS DUPLICATED hr.. THE GENERAL EDUCATION BOARD 

• • • • the~ 



~°"' iO(QZ 9tlt ~ ~ 
alt &~9tlt6'Jlt 
· Fisk University 

I n December, 1935, the General Education Board (founded by John D. 

Rockefeller) made an offer of $1,500,000 to Fisk University for endowment, 

which would be paid as promptly as other friends of Fisk would be willing to 

give an eq~al amount for endowment. 

Many friends of Fisk have responded generously to this stimulating offer. 

By November 1, 1946, over one million dollars had been given to Fisk's endow­

ment on this basis, and the General Education Board had matched these gifts 

dollar for dollar. Thus,a totai of $2,000,000 has been added to Fisk's produc­

tive endowment in the past 11 years-an achievement for which all her friends 

are grateful. 

But a half million dollars of this original offer is still outstanding. The Gen­

eral Education Board has extended the time of its offer, because of the disturb­

ance of the war years, but the offer will terminate on June 30, 1948. Any 

portion of the offer not won by that date will be cancelled. 

It would be a pity- nay a tragedy- if this great Negro college, which is so 

dependent upon endowment income, should fail to get this large sum, so nobly 

offered, so urgently needed. 

Will not you, devoted to those high ideals and practical methods which 

have distinguished Fisk over its eighty year history, help Fisk match this offer? 

Each dollar you give will win another dollar for this Negro college. A 

subscription made now may be made payable on terms of your own conven­

ience any time prior to June 30, 1948. 



CHARLES SPURGEO N JOHNSON 
SIXTH PRESIDENT OF FISK UNIVERSITY 

Director of Social Science Institute and the Department of Social Research, Fisk University, 
1928-1946. One of ten American delegates to first general conference ( Paris, 1946) of United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization. Member of American Commis­
sion to Japan, 1946, co re-organize educational system of that country. American member of 
Commission appointed by league of Nations in 1930 to investigate forced labor in Liberia. 
Secretary of Committee on Negro Housing at President Hoover's Conference on Home build­
ing and Home Ownership in 1931. Director of Race Relations deparcment of American Mission­
ary Association. T rustee of Julius Rosenwald Fund. One of three founders of;merican Council 
on Race Relations. Founder and editor, 1923-1928, of magazine Opportunity. Recipient of Har­
mon Medal, Anisfield Award, and several honorary degrees. President, 19 5, Southern Soci­
ological Society. Past Vice-President American Sociological Society. Author of nearly a score 
of books on Negro education and race relations, fields in which he is incernatioflilly known 
as a scholar. • 

,jjj 
✓ 



for An Advancing Era 
at Fisk University 

T he Fisk Jubilee Singm, who went forth from Nashville Oct◊ber 6, 1871, 

made two important contributions to our world. First, they introduced Negro 

Spirituals in a form and with a quality which have captivated millions of 

people for three generations. Second, this little band of students, most of whom 

were ex-slaves, proved to those in doubt that Negroes were worthy of, and 

capable of, the highest type of education. Thus, they cast their alma mater in 

a role of widely recognized leadership in Negro education, and Fisk Univer­

sity has ever since been one of the strong forces working towards nhe proper 

cooperation of the two races- in service to America and to humanity. 

Because of Fisk's prominent position, every step which she takes is watched 

with the keenest interest, and the choice of a new president is a matter of 

especial importance. 

On October 29, 1946, Dr. Charles Spurgeon Johnson was chosen by the 

Trustees to be the sixth president of Fisk University, and the first Negro to 

occupy this post since the University was founded 80 years ago by the Ameri­

can Missionary Association and the Western Freedmen's Bureau. 

Io choosing Dr. Johnson to carry the standard for Fisk University, the 

Trustees feel that they have done their utmost to serve the cause of education 

in the United States and in the world. Dr. Johnson's participation in national 

and international affairs cannot but add lustre to the already-bright record 

which Fisk has made in educational leadership. 

This campaign offers you the opportunity to throw your influence behind 

a distinguished leader, who now heads one of the most important educational 

institutions in this country. 



T he matching gifts which the friends of Fisk 

are urged to make in this campaign to win the 

conditional offer of $500,000 must, by virtue of 

the terms of the conditional offer, be used for the 

endowments of the college. Such gifts may be 

made to the general endowment of the college or 

may be made to specific endowments, such as tui­

tion scholarships, teaching fellowships and 

endowed chairs. 

Additional general endowment is urgently 

needed by Fisk University, because the limited 

financial resources of its students prevent the col­

lege from charging sufficient tuition to provide 

the required operating income. ·seventy-five per 

cent of Fisk's current income is received as income 

from endowment or from current gifts, while only 

25% of the college's current income is derived 

from tuition fees. 

Additional specific endowments are also ur­

gently needed, and matching gifts for specific 



endowments may serve the double purpose of 

winning a portion of the conditional offer of and 

providing a permanent memorial to the donor or 

someone designated by the donor. Thus, a match­

ing gift of $5,000 would endow a tuition scholar­

ship; a matching gift of $12,500 would endow a 

teaching fellowship; and a matching gift of 

SI 50,000 would endow a chair or professorship. 

If a donor desires his or her gift to go to such 

a specific endowment, this wish should be indi­

cated on the back of the subscription card. 

Will you help, through your generosity, to win 

an addition to the Fisk endowment? Each dollar 

that you give to this purpose will win another 

dollar. Checks should be made to Fisk Univer­

sity and sent to Fisk University, Nashville 8, 

Tennessee. 



.. . 
TRUSTEES OF FISK UNIVERSITY , ,r• - • • - . . • # -._; "" ~ 

E. R. ALEXANDER, M.D. 
Dennatologist 
New York City 
WM. H. BALDWIN 
Public Relation Counsel 
New York City • 
JUDSON BEMIS 
Bemis Bag. Company 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
REV. F. Q. BLANCHARD, Minister 
Euclid Avenue Congregational Church 
Cleveland, Ohio 
OR. FRED L. BROWNLEE 
General Secretary 
The American Missionary Association 
New York City 
MISS MARGARET S. CAMPBELL 
Sewickley, Pennsylvania 
JAMES B. CASHIN 
Attorney 
Chicago, Illinois 
M. DON CLAWSON, 0.0.S. 
President, Meharry Medical College 
Nashville, Tennessee 
BERNARD FENSTERWALD 
Burk and Company 
Nashville, Tennessee 
REV. WILLIAM N. DeBERRY 
Executive Secretary 
Dunbar Community League 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
MRS. WM. F. GIBBS, Chairman 
Board of Trustees 
New York City 
CHARLES E. HAYDOCK, Treasurer 
Board of Trustees 
New York City 

FRANKLIN P. HOPPER, Director Emeritus 
New York Public Library 
New York City 
P. D. HOUSTON 
Banker 
Nashville, Tennessee 

,.. 

WILLIAM HUME 
Attorney 
Nashville, Tennessee 
DR. WM. LLOYD IMES, President 
Knoxville College 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
DR.THOMAS JESSE JONES,Director Emeritus 
Phelps Stokes F11nd 
New York City 
NICHOLAS KELLEY 
Attor,iey 
New York City 
DA YID MANNES, Directo,· 
Mannes School of Music 
New York City 
CALVIN McKISSACK 
Architect 
Nashville, Tennessee 
DR. F. D. PATTERSON, President 
Tuskegee Institute 
Tuskegee, Alabama 
W. H. OANNAT PELL 
Attorney 
New York City 
EDWARD POTTER, JR., Vice-Chairman 
Board of Tr11stees 
Nashville, Tennessee 
MRS. SADlE D. ST. CLAIR 
Miner Teachers College 
Washington, D. C. 
VERNON TUPPER 
Nashville Roller Mills 
Nashville, Tennessee 
CARTER WESLEY, Publishers 
Informer Newspapers 
Houston, Texas 
DR. CHARLES H. WESLEY, President 
Wilberforce University 
Secretary Board of Trustees 
Wilberforce, Ohio 
L. HOLLINGSWORTH WOOD, Vice-Chairman 
Board of Trustees 
New York City 
G. WALLACE WOODWORTH 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

JAMES E. ST AMPS 
President 
Chicago, Ill. 
L. HOW ARO BENNETT 
First Vice-President 
Chicago, Ill. 
DR. P. P. CREUZOT 
Second Vice-President 
New Orleans, La. 
HUGH MACBETH 
T bird Vice-President 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
A. MACEO SMITH 
Fourth Vice-President 
Dallas, Texas 

MISS FANNIE E. SNOW 
Fifth Vice-President 
Evansville, Indiana 
W. H. FEARONCE 
Sixth Vice-President 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
REV. CHARLES KELLY 
Seventh Vice-President 
Tuskegee Institute, Ala. 
MISS BESSIE O. DIXON 
Secretary 
Nashville, Tennessee 

MR. W. D. HAWKINS, JR. 
Treasurer 
Nashville, Tennessee 
DR. ST. ELMO BRADY 
Chairman, Exec11tive Committee 
Nashville, Tennessee 
WILLIAM H. FORT 
First Alternate Chairman 
Nashville, Tennessee 
E. L. POWELL 
Second Alternate Chairma1i 
Charleston, W. Va. 

This brochure and appeal issued b·y The Board of Trust~es of Fisk University 



- ENDOW MENT MATCHING CAMPAIGN 
FISK UNIVERSITY 

Date ........ ..... .. .... .. .... .. ................... .. 

In consideration of the offer of a gift to the endowment funds of FISK 
UNIVERSITY of an amount up to $500,000, if and to the extent matched by 
other gifts, payable on or before June 30, 1948, I hereby subscribe to 

FISK UNIVERSITY, Nashville, Terniessee 
the sum 0£ Dollars 
to be used for endowment, payable prior to June 30, 1948, in installments as 
follows: 

Monthly D Quarterly D Semi-annually D 
s .......................... .. 

Signature ...... ....................................................... ... ............ . 

Address ................ .... ........... ...... .... . ,. ...... .......... .... ............ . 
Make checks payable to FISK UNIVERSIT{ Nashvillp ~! Tennessee. 

If it is desired that this gift be directed to a particular endowment, sueh ru; 

a chair, scholarship, etc., please indicate on the back of this card. 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Secretary and Comptroller 

490 1 ELLIS AVENU E 

CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS 

WIii W. Alexander 
Charles S. Johnson 

Directors for Race Relations 

Fred G. Wale 
Director for Rural Education 

William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 

February 4, 1947 

Dear Mr. Rosenwald: Attached are the minutes of a 

meeting of the Executive Com-

mittee held January 16, 1947. 

Under separate cover, I am 

sending you today a copy of the January issue of the -Survey Graphic, the special issue on segr ege:tlo; toward 
,,..­.,,.,., 

which the Fund appropriated $12,0~ ,,, 
Very t r uly yours, 

DAE:LCM 
Attach. 

,d)~Q f,,~z_ 

Lta~~ 
• tvv AVC 

Mr.\ Lessing J. R.1asenw .... a...,_ ~~~~1ii<IK. ~ ,,._tr1_.,_., 
Al verthorpe Galiery.- -rf .f 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvani \~Co, 



E-'J./16/47 MIN UTES OF .JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

MEEI'ING OF EXECUTIVE COM-0:TTEE 

January 16, 1947 

1119 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Julius Rosenwald 

Fund was held at the Tavern Club, 333 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, on 

Thursday, January 16, 1947, at 4:00 o'clock. 

Present: Edwin R. Embree, chairman, Marshall Field, 
A. Richard Frank, Franklin C. McLean, Leona.rd 
M. Rieser, and Dorothy A, Elvidge, secretary. 

During the sessions were present as guests: 
Will W. Alexander, Joseph D, Lohman, and Fred G. 
Wale. 

A request was presented for an appro­

priation to the Southern Regional Cotmcil for 

SOU'i'liERN REGIONAL 
COUNCIL - G, I. 
BILL OF RIGHTS 

the study of the administration of the G, I. Bill of Rights, under the 

directorship of Dr. George s. Mitchell, The President pointed out that, 

when $25,000 was appropriated in May, it was hoped that that amount 

would complete the project, but that Doctor Mitchell would like to con­

tinue the services of one field man and a secretary for a few months 

longer, The President also reported that a continuing appropriation to 

the general budget of the Southern Regional Council awaited pending 

changes in the Council's personnel. 

Whereupon, it was on motion -

RESOLVED That the sum of Three thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500) 
47-1 

be and it is hereby appropriated to the Southern Regional 

Council for special work in connection with returning 

veterans and the administration of the G. I- Bill of Rights. 



E-1/16/47 MINUTES OF JULIUS ROSENW .A.LD FUND 1120 

In accordance with instructions from the AMERICAN 
VEI'ERANS 

Trustees, the officers reported on the current COMM11q'EE 

membership and financial status of the American Veterans Committee. 

There was discussion of the future prospects of the organization and 

it was decided that no additional grant was warranted at this t:1:me. 

The officers reported that, in discussing HISTORY OF 
THE FUND·•s 

what types of final reports should be made of the WORK 

Fund's work, two suggestions were under consideration: 

1. That the Social Science Research Council make a 
detached objective survey of the work and influence 
of the Fund. 

2. That the Fund make a general report of its activities 
covering the thirty years of its existence, including 
the general changing scene in education and race 
relations in which the Fund had played a part . 

There was discussion of the suggestions and general agreement 

that, even though an outside study was made, there should be a final re­

port of the Fund's work ma.de. by the Fund itself before closing its 

activities. 

Doctor Alexander reported that Harvard 

University was interested in sponsoring a study 

FARM SECURITY 
AIMINISTRATION 
REPORl' 

of the history of the Farm Security Adlll.inistration, that there was a 

possibility of getting James Maddox to do the job, and that another 

foundation might make the funds available . There was general agreement 

that such a history would be a useful document and that James Maddox was 

the best person t o do it. 

The following resolution was approved with the understanding 

that it would lapse if funds were forthcoming from ana}her source: 



E-1/16/47 1121 
MINUTES OF JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

RESOLVED That the officers be and they are hereby authorized to 
47-2 

appropriate not to exceed Ten thousand dollars ($10,000) 

for a study of the Farm Security Administration. 

Mr. Lohman reported that a staff for 

the study of segregation in the nation's capital 

SEGREGATION STUDY, 
WASHINill'ON, D. c. 

had been chosen, and that efforts were being ma.de to extend the national 

character of the committee and to widen the basis of financial support. 

There was agreement that a committee, national in membership, was even 

more important than a diversification of appropriations to the work. 

Mr. Rieser raised the question of AMERICAN COUNCIL 
ON RACE RELATIONS 

further support for the American Council on Race 

Relations. He reported that its budget for 1947 totalled $168,000 a ­

gainst which only $20,000 could be counted from sources other than the 

Field Foundation and the Fund. 

There was general agreement that Mr. Louis Wirth, in talcing over 

the directorship of the Council, should not inherit any deficits incurred 

in 1946 ( the Fund and the Field Foundation having ·each advanced $15 ,ooo 

of 1947 pledges to complete obligations for 1946) . 

The following resolution was on motion adopted: 

RESOLVED That the sum of Fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) be and it 
47-3 

is hereby appropriated to the American Council on Race Relations 

for its work during the calendar year 1947, it being understood 

that payment shall be ma.de at the rate of one dollar from the 

Fund for each dollar received from other sources . 

Adjourned. 

Secreta:cy 

' 



Mr Lessing J Rosen~ald 
Al rthorpe Ga.t-l:~e~••Y--­
Jenkintown, Pennsylvanie 

Dear Mr. Rosenwslds 

February 7, 1947 

Mr. Embree has passed on to me your note 
concerning a letter sent out from Fisk over my signature. 

Being made a college president nt the same 
Board meeting &t which it was decided to complete rui 

endo•11ent csmpaign has brought several sizeable h€adaches . 
The impatient C{;.mpaignera - a fund-raising concern - directed 
a number of letters, over my signature as President-elect 
of Fisk University. This •as discontinued ht my request, 
but not before a score or more h~d gone out. As a m; tter 
of feet, I do not tbke off ice unti~ July l; and if I had 
any designs at all on the Les~ing J. Rosenwuld Found~tion -
which I might be excused under tho circumstances and nt 
this time for not having - I would most certainly have 
been more adroit ~nd personal. 

You c~n merely file or toss away the l~tter of 
January 10, lind be on guard at some future date for de­
velopments that are irresiatible in their own appeul. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Charles S. Johnson 

csj- ea 



February 12, 1947 

Dear Mr. Rosenwald: The .American Veterans Committee 
reported that as of December 21, 

1946 their totul membership was 8J, 2JO. Attuched you 
will find a copy of a summarized statement of cash receipts 
and disbursements for the Committee covering t he period 
from February l, 1943 to October 31, 1946. 

rhere is also attached figures on 
their monthly budget as adopted by the national planning 
committee on November 10, 1946. I wonder if your secre­
tary 1f'()uld return t o me this monthly budget statement. 
I ha·1e not- rne.ue a copy ot· it for our files. 

DAE:LCM 
.Enc. 

VerJ truly yours, 
\ 

.... , ... 
Dorte""HM ~. L'.'tC .... m 
DOROTHY A. ELVJDG,i 

hlr{ Lessing J. \ W Sta'lreta~ ~~-.,V""­
Al erthorpe ~lery 
Jenkinto~u, Pennsylvania 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Edwin R. Embree 

Pr .. sident 

Dorothy A. Elvldge 
Secretary and Comptroller 

490 I ELL IS AVEN UE 

CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS 

Will W. Alexander 
Charles S. Johnson 

Directors for Race Relations 

Fred G. Wale 
Director for Rural Education 

William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 

F-1~7Jci=~,-Q -t 
/ __ J I I 

J Feb~ary 12, j 1947 

Dear Mr. Rosenwald: The American Veterans Committee 
reported that as of December 21, 

1946 their total membership was 83,230. Attached you 
will find a copy of a summarized statement of cash receipts 
and disbursements for the Committee covering the period 
from February 1, 1943 to October 31, 1946. 

There is also attached figures on 
their monthly budget as adopted by the national planning 
committee on November 10, 1946. I wonder if your secre­
tary ~uld return to me this monthly budget statement. 
I have not made a copy of it for our files. 

DAE:LCM 
.Enc. 

Mr.{ Lessing J) Ros•~li!.4--..,_ 
Alv$rthorpe Gallery _ , 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours, 



C 
0 

p 
y 

AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE, INC. 

STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

February 1, 1943 to October 31, 1946 

Membership Dues 
Contributions 
All Other 

Total Receipts 

RECEIPTS 

$172,035.50 
175,237.06 

35, 569.48 

$382,e42. 04 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Salaries 
Office Expenses & Printing 
Field Organization & Promotion 
AVC Bulletin 

Total Disbursements 

$122,150.33 
125, 534.07 
105,450.JO 

27 ,726.15 

$380,860.$5 

- ---:---~--.... -



Charge lo the account of ___________________________ _____ $ _____ _ 
/ Cl,. .. ,._._, Of Sl NI t Dt<;INt.D \ 

OOMESTIC CABLE; 

ltl(CRAM OR( "<iARV 

OAY 
LETICR 

URGlNT 
RATE 

SlRIAL f ~FtRRlO 

NIGHT 
LEITCR 

r~lGHT 
LEJlE~ 

l'.i.[l"Ofll •hOlllll chf'oek d~ of .wn·.«, 
dc.i.red; Qlht-rwi.-.c the meaa.,::e v.;11 be 

tr.am.m1lttd :i.s :11 lri,rgr.\lo or 
o.-d11ury Moblf'jtr:im 
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ON 

A, N, WILLIAMS 
PRE1510ENT 

Send the following telegram, ,ubjecl to the term• on ba~ hereof, which ere hc:eby agreed lo 

1206 

.,rRAIGHr I 1, \ Murch 7 , 1947 

• r.lL-s:::iing J. Ro~e.nr,a.ld 
i.lv rtnorpo l, ll~ 
·J -nkin to\-;n, Pe nsy l v.:111ia 

CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

• Y-:::itcr.:::t.uy .:.xcca ivQ Committee . J r..:iJ:t'it.t-u 115, C.vu ,it.hin pc;licies net b.i' the 
Bo rd. Pr~viou ... :..tock ..,, le~ "cce(,Jed ap ropri tJiom; by ..::61000. rr.ereiore, 
scle of .i>roxi • t J.y 2 , 5UO sh ru., wi-1 cover i J.l a. !,)ropri tions. 

w .ro thy • .i vidge 



Mr. Rockvell Kent, 
Ausable rorka, 
New York. 

Dear Mr. Kent, 

March 17, 1947 

~ 
~ 

This vill aalcnovledge rece1Rt or your 
letter or March 15th, togethP.r with ite enclosures 
regarding Solidarity House. 

In so far as I parsonall7 am ooncerned, 
neither the Leasing J. Rosenwald Foundation nor I 
can give financial aid to your project. Much as I 
regret being obliged to turn down wrthy causes 
brought to rq attention, I u not in a position to 
take on any additional oomdtmente at the present 
time. The Lessing J. Roaenvald Foundation, generally 
speaking, does not undertake wrk which has been con­
sidered b1 the Julius Rosenwald Fund or Chic9.io. \i'e 
have adopted this policy in order not to interfere 
with or duplicate the \.'Ork or the Fund. Further111>re, 
in 110st cases, w believe that eaoh city should take 
oare of its oVn social problems in so far as thie is 
possible. Since Solidarity House is a Harlem project, 
Nev York should be able to raise the comparatiTel7 
small amount needed to nchleve your objectives. 

I am sending your letter, with a copy ot 
this, to Mr. Edvin R. Embree of the Julius R.osenvald 
J'un1, and have a■ked him to reply to you in the event 
;rou had in aind approach111g that organization. 

er7 truly ,-ours, 



I 
AUSABLE FORKS 

NEW YORK 

March 15, 1947 

I, r . Lessina- Rosem••a.ld 
J enkinsto,,.,n, Pennsyl van1 a 

Dear Mr . Rosenwald: 

I am vritinP' this ll=~tter t0 call to your attention a 
project that I helleve to be of great ootP,nt ial 1mnortance 
to the 1ep;ro neonle of I arlem in the hone that you ..-•ill find 
it to be deBervinp of assiBtance t,._,roupr the funds of the 
"RosPnvoJ d Founnation. It is , Solidarity Rouse h.nd hAre I 
ouote from a naraFrHnh of the enclosed statement) , ~a nro­
Rressive community center at the Rervice of the oeoole of 
Farlem. It is an interracial anc'l intercultural center whose 
nrovram is es nee i ally directed to, .. ara. ere a tinp better under­
st4nd1.nP.: bett·een national and minori tv p:roups wi thln and wttpout 
the cnnwmnity . " The statP.ment was TJreoared bw the attorney of 
Solinarity House at my reauest in order that in ~ritin~ to you 
I rrjP-ht serrl yon an authoritative report on the enterorise . I 
am sufficiently familiar ,.,:ttri the details of the enterprise and 
its orohlems to knm•· that the reoort is correct . 

Although I am 'Presi.dent of the International V'orkers Order 
of which Solidarity Bouse , as the renort states , is a nart it 
is not in my official capac·ty or even with the knov1edge of the 
Order that I am ..-·ritinp: you . My anneal is that of an individual 
deenly concerned vith the Ne~ro nroblem in Ame~ ica and with ad­
vancing Negro vell- beino- and education as a neo-essary uremise to 
the problem . 

v·r1 tinp: to you as an incU vidual I may sneak frankly of the 
International r orkers Orr1.er , of i•hich Solidarity Fouse is ad-
m' ttedly a branch. I became a member of the Order many years ago 
in full knov·ledge that lt is charged v,·ith bein,:,: dominated by 
Communists or thP Communist Party . To .iust ,••hat extent this is 
true I am in no nosi tion to knov1 , for I am not anc'l n8ver have been 
a mP,mber of the Party . I am , however - as President and an active 
ex officio member of its GenAral Couni11 - in a T)..Osit;on to st~te 
1•ith authority that the Order is stri tl-v non- ?olitical except a s 
politics concerns tre, ell - beinp of is member~hio in general 
( roui1hl y , l abor ) , the nemocra tic right-ls of the'- '.-,J_nori ty p:rouns of 
•hich the Order is a federation and 1 nJ that nrq~P-m that concerns 
us all so deeoly - Peace . I ani a rnembe of th~ International 



- ? -

\ orkers Order because I believe wholehea-rtec'l l y in its ourposes 
and urincinles and have nPver foun~ its activities to be in any 
degree inconsiRtent with my ovn ideals as an American liberal . 

The Negro uroblem has become increasin~ly a major concern 
of the International vvorkers Order , and amon~ the fruits of 
that c0ncern is the Du Sable Community Center in the south end 
of Chicago - an eno-rmously ambitious p-eneral community u,..,oject 
that has already been successfully financed . And the smaller 
Solidarity House of Harlem. I have been uersonally active in 
both nrojects , and I have come to realize the ~reater difficulties 
that confront the Harlem Ne~roes . The International Vorkers Order 
has done as much as it const1tutiona1Jy may to asRist the Nep:ro 
~roun of Harlem. They a,-,e from this noint on dependent on their 
ov n resources - resources that a:re m1rrov•ed by the admittedly 
la~ginp communitv snirit jn Farlem itself . 

The e~g that the community hen of Harlem ou.cmt to hatch 
a~oears to need an incubator . They need helu . And it is for helu 
that I , a friend of the Negro ueoule , run annealing to you a far 
more uoverful one . I can only beg vou to i:rive this your thouR'htful 
consideration. 

Faithfully yours , 

RK/s Rockv•ell Kent 
uopva #18 

...____J 



S.OLIDARITY HOUSE 

\7HAT IT IS AND r.'HEN IT BEG/.N 

SOLIDAR ITY HOUSE i s the name given to the two five story 
buildings located at 122-24 West 124 S treet, New York City. 
These buildings were purchased by the members of Solidarity 
Lodge No. 691 of t he International Workers Order, a fraternal 
mutual benefit society. The title to the property was taken 
in the name of S olidarity Center, Inc., a members hip corpora­
tion organized under the laws of the Sta te of New York the 
second (2nd) day of October, 1945. 

The member ~ of t he Board of Directors r epres ents a cross -
s ec t i on of l eader s of t he community; from churches, fraternal 
organizations, trade unions and other social service organiza­
t i ons. 

SOLIDARI TY HOUSE is l oca t ed in the hea rt of this big community 
which r eflects the living conditions forced upon the Negro 
people by a long-estab lished pattern of economic and socia~ 
segregation : poor and inadequate h ous i ng , and a l ack of ad~ 
equate educat ional, r ecreational and cultu ra l facilities. 

The lives of t housands of these citizens of the Harlem commun­
ity will be enriched through the cultura l and educat i onal facil­
ities of fe r ed by Sol i darity Hous e ; t hrough its lit tl e theatre, 
librari, art projects, children' s rooms, youth and adult clubs. 

S OLIDAR ITY HOUS E i s a progressive community center at the 
service of t he peopl e of Harlem. It is an interracial ctnd 
intercul tural center whos e program is especially directed toward 
creating better unde rstanding between national and minority 
groups withi n and without the communi ty. 

HOW IT W/IS FINANCED 

The funds f or Solidarit y House firat c ame from t he members of 
Solidar i ty Lod ge 691, from the Nationa l group s ocieties and from 
the Gener al Lodges of t h e Interna tional Workers Ord er. Trade 
Union, progres~ i ve organizat i ons , Bus i ness Men and individuals, 
through the purchase of bonds, through loans and dona tions 
contributed to the f i nanc ing the pro j ect. 

A subs t antial part of the f unds has been r a ised t hrough affair s ; 
such as , c onc erts, f or ums, dramas, danc es and lectures promoted 
by the lodge member ship. 



cont .•.• 

HOW THE FUNDS WERE 3PENT 

Forty Five Thousand( $ 45,000) Dollars was spent for the 
alteration and equipment of the building. 

Among the facilities provided :is an auditorium which can be 
used as a theatre for concerts and other activities. There 
are a number of small rooms now in uee for meetings, games 
rooms, clubrooms, etc. 

ACTiillJE3 NOW IH PROGRTI;3S 

The Center WaJ; officialy opened on Sunday, January 121 1947 by 
prominent repree ena tivee of the community, including u.s. -. 
Represenative, the Rev. Adam c. Powell who dedicated the Center 
and New York City Councilman Benjamin J. Davie , Jr. Broadway 
stare, including Juanita Hall, Archie Savage, Claude Marchant 
Abbie Mitchell, and a hos t of others participated. 

Our program is especially designed to help curb juvenile delin­
quency in our co~nunity. Our Junior and Youth groups are en­
gaged in dramatics, arts and craft, sports, etc. Our gym now 
under construction will do much to channelize the energies of 
our young boys and girls in constructive and healthy activities. 

Solidarity House is presenting a group of artists, folk and 
c lase ical in a- series of concert recitals on Sunday evenings. 
The Joint I WO-P.V. ( The People's Voice) Forums to begin 
Sunday afternoon, March 9th, promises to be educational. and 
entertaining~ Important National and World topics will be 
discussed. Community ein3 ing on Sunday afternoons under: the 
direction of Miss Juanita Hall has • don o 1;mch" to cement unity 
b ct v,een lodec members and fri ends of the corr.mun i ty • 

Among the groups that arc using the facilities of the Center 
etre: The Folksay Dance Group, The People's Cultural Union, The 
K~ights of Pythi ans , No, 8, The Social Workers Council, The 
Harlem Tenant~ & Consumers Organization, AYD, UNAVA, The Coun­
cil of the Nationa l Negro Congress and many other groups. 

THE NEED FQR FUND3 

Funde are urgently needed to pay off the balance of the indebt­
ness incurred for the alteration and equipment of the building. 
3 econd, to complete the alteration and equipment of the Center. 
Many of the rooms set aside for various activities are yet with­
out the necessary facilities. Funds are nlso needed for paying 
personnel to supervise and direc~ the activities. 

Ve are 9ppcaling to all social and progressive minded citizens 
to help us make our Center play tt vital role and to help us win 
the battle for peace and democracy for all. 

Address and make all checks payable to Solidarity Center, Inc. 



r.SS,NG ) eOSENWALQ - •­

JENKINTOWN, PA. 

April 1, 19f 7 I/ i J, ~ 
\ [- 1\ ~ \J~-l9~-"\ 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, ~\ _ _j __ - -1---\----
Julius Rosenwald Fund, l ·, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, ,- '\'. 
Chicago , Illinois. ---- _..__ ___ 
Dear Edwin: 

Enclosed is a letter I have just re­
ceived from Ruth Frank, and a copy of my reply 
to her. Will you be kind enough to write her 
also? 

I have know Miss Frank and her father 
in Detroit for many years. She is a capable 
and competent young lady, and a most attractive 
one. 

Thanks in advance for giving her re­
quest your personal attention, I am, as ever, 

Sincerely yours, 

enc. 



Miss Ruth Frank, 
2909 Olive Street, ml, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Ruth, 

Aprill, 1947 

This vill ,eknovledge receipt of your let. 
ter or MRroh 31st. 

I am eending it to ?l.r. Edvin Embree or the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund in Chicago, "1th the request 
tho.the t;ive it his perJonal consideratic,n. I hnve 
done this because M:·. h"nlbree is much closer to 
interracial relctions than I a.n, and he is in a r.ruch 
bett~r position to advise you. I an sure that you 
will hear from hlm within the near .t"uture. 

Ou,: whole re.mi ly is well. Boh, Babs, and 
Bobby Junior are well and happy in their nev homa. 
They are expecting an addition next raonth. 

Mrs. Rosenwald joins me in sending kindest 
regards. 

Sinoerel:, 1ours, 

l J .~ 

j~,~~1' I Ir, J~ 

(!1[!' 
___J l"' I 

.J 

(/ 
_r __I 

r' ) 
; 

J r _J 



Ur. Lessing Rosenv,al d 
11Al verthorpe 11 

Jenkintown, Penna. 

Dear ~r .Rosenwal d: 

Eorch :n. 1947 

Recentl y I moved to \;as hington from Detr oit to undertake a 

temporary pos i tion with the new inter-rac i al radio stRtion, J), 

as a Public Relations Consultant. now that ny work is fini shed 

there I run in -:,uest of A. position here in the fielc.'I of race rela­

tions . 

Knowing thAt you are so actively en&o;ed in sporsoring a var­

iety of Enterprises devoted to the furtherance of racial url r stand­

ing, I thought to encuire &f you could advise me about some nurrent 

project it need of a publidst, pu lie relations assistant or inter-

viewer. 

I run a.we.re that many of the orr,n i z· tions engaged in Bl"ti- is­

crimine.tion work are ir, the process of cutting their stef s , nowever , 

there is so much work that needs to be done and I would like to be part 

of it . There may be some forthcoming projject with which you o.re fnrr:­

ilinr ; thnt is in need of new stuff rne.::1bers . If so, I v:ould be so 

6re.teful if you would direct me to them. 

During the past three yeers I have v,orked in both paid ond vol­

unteer cape.citi es, principallv or publicity. 

It seemed cuite l ogical to consult you on this end your advice 

will be greatlv ap ;reciated . 1".an:r thanks . 

P . -.) . Friendly greetings to your son Bob imd 



April J, 1947 

Dear Lessing, I have sent the enclosed 

l etter to Ruth Frank. I 

shall do everythin~ l can to help her find 

the right niche . It is good to know of 

competent people who are rondy t o work in 

this field. 

ERE:LClJ 
Enc. 

Since:-ely, 

Mr. \T 9Ssing Ji Rosenwtld 
Alve~thorpe Gilnl~y,-------­
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

r 



April 3, 1947 

Dear U.iss Frank: Ur. Les61ng Rosenwald has sent on 
to me your letter of L~arch 31 . I 

a.11 always glad t.J learn 0£ persons who are ready to ..-ork 
i n r ace relations. I wonaer i f 7ou could give me so~e 
further informat ion nbout the work you have done and 
about your special i nterests . 

The Julius Rosenwald Fund i s 
supporti ng a study of segregation in the nation's capital. 
It i s possible that something i :i connection wit,h that 
effor ~ might be availabl e . At any rote, i f you will 
give me a littl e more dnta, I shall be glad to aake any 
suggt:::it.ions I can. 

ERE:LC~ 

~ 
Miss Put n Prank 
2909 Ol ive 3treet, b-W. 
laaninston, D. c. 

cc: 

Very truly yours , 

afl~~l n-

~ 

J 



JOSEPH P LOEB 
EDWIN J LOEB 
MAURICE 8 BENJAMIN 
MlLl'ON H SCHWARTZ 
KARL R LEVY 
H E RMAN r' SELVIN 
WALTERS HILBORN 
F"RANK M KEESLING 
HAROLD F' B IRNBAUM 
M ICHAEL l'.OHN 
DWIGHT W S TEPHE.NSON 
ADRIAN A KRAG EN 
LOUIS M L ISSNER 
S,t,,U L N ~ TTENBERG 
K.EAT ING COFFEY 
JULIAN CHARLES 1S£N 
DAVID T S U T TON 

SIDNEY OORrMAN 
LEON$ AL SCHULER 
MORRIS PP'ACL2 £ R n. 
DONALD T ROSENF"ELO 
A.Lf"RED I ROTHMAN 
BENJAMI N f'" SCHWARTZ 
HARRY B SWERDLOW 
BEN ERLICH 

LAW OFrlCE S OF' 

LOEB AND LOEB 
610 PACll'IC MUTUAL BUILDING 

523 WEST SIXTH STREET 

Los ANGELES 14,CALIFORNIA 

J. 'ay 26 , 1947 

- - -- - -- --- -

J.'r . '!!:dwin 'R . Embree 
.Julius 'Ros enwald Fund 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chicago 15 , Illinoi s 

Dear f•,1r . Embree : 

-

ERE )J ~ 

CABLE ADDRESS ~LOBAND" 

TELl!:PHON!. TRtNITV 42-41 

l 

replying to 
Rosenwald . 
~ 

Thank 
my 1etter 

you for your letter of l~y 21st 
of l~ay 13th addressed to r·r . 

J.. J I er 

I can understand the diffi culties 
which are attendant upon a grant such as I suggested . 
On the other hand , I thi nk you can underst and how it 
is dif ficult to persuade any of the four agencies 
mentioned to undertake the program suggest ed in vi ew 
of the fact t hat none of them to our knowledge have 
budgets sufficient t o carry on the work which t hey 
have already programed . 

Perhaps you would have some suggestion 
as to how the University Religi ous Conf erence Panel 
girls could best be util ized in the field for whi ch 
they now have both adequate trai ning and experience . 

Very t r uly yours , 

J./ orris Pfaelz 

11'.P : lh 



June 4, 1947 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

ERE -lf-i{n-J/.n-
l o.~t ~ I.,, -

4901 Ellis Avenue, j 
Chicago, Illinois. 1-

! 
Dear Edwin: 

I am enclosing a letter recent­
ly received from Edgar Stern regarding Dr. 
Alexander. 

I will appreciate it very much 
if you will furnish me with answers to the 
questions raised in this letter. 

enc. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours , 

1·-

' 



... 
EDGAR B. STE RN 

2110 AMERICAN BANK BUILOINO 

NEW ORLEANS 12 

Mr. Lessing J . Rosenvrald, 
Alverthorpe, 
Meetinghouse Road, 
Jenkintown, Penna. 

Dear Lessing : 

May 20, 1947 

I have your letter of the 16th and thank you for the care with which 
you have answered my question. I am not sure that I agree w:!. th your 
vieTil)oint, but I 1m not inclined to press the matter. The discussion 
about this situation did bring something to my mind th.at I would like 
to pass on to you for your consideration. It is my understanding that 
the terms of retirement of the Fund for the employees of the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund are unusually liberal and that anyone who has been con­
nected ,vi.th it for some length of time will be able to retire with 
a nice competence.when the Fund goes out of business. I have a rough 
impression that this would not apply to Dr . Alexander, as I understan:l 
he has been with the fund for a r elatively short time, and the thought 
has been passing through my mind that he may find it somewhat difficult 
and uncomfortable to plan for bis future when the Fwld goes out of 
business. While he is still very vigorous, he has come to an age 
where it may not be too eaE>y for him to find a new occupation which 
would properly compensate him. I have lmown him for ma.iv years and 
have come to have the highest respect for his honesty and high pur­
poses. He has been serving in numbers of capacities for sane years 
at probably moderate salaries and, 'Vdth a fairzy- large family, I sus­
pect that he has not been able to ley anything much aside. I am wcn­
dering whether it would be proper for the trustees of the Julius Rosen­
wald Fwl.d to explore his situation and possibly try to do something 
for his financial security. He is a real idealist and I believe 
has done more to promote sound racial relations in the South and in 
the nation than any man I know• I think he deserves some financial 
reward if it can be arra~ed in an appropriate way• 

EBStern:MB 



June 6, 1947 

Dear Mr. flosenwaldi Ur. F.ebree left for 
Canada yesterday to 

be gone for ten days. I am holding your 
letter, which cwne today, for Mr. F.mbree' s 
attention when ho returns. 

Very t ruly yours, 

RCC Secretary to ~r. Eabreo 

Mr. ( Les .dng J. J Rosen:, J d ACt#SJ......_ 

Jen~ntown, Plnnsylvania 
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June 17, 1947 

Oebr Le~sing; Tho umounL th~t Dr. Alexunder hus in 
the retirement trust as of the end of 

thi~ ~onth is '15,536. I~ he continues nith t~c Fund 
to the proposed closing d~te, June JO, 1948, ~~, 400 will 
be ~<ldea to this amount, being 15% of his salcry of $12, 000 
p~id by the Fund wid 5% paid directly out of his salary. 
Thit lloult,., mec.:1.I1 thi..t he would hise almost exactly $20, 000 
on .Leuving the Fund June JO, 1948. 

\,lnle :,his 13 a le::.s amount than some 
ot u1;; ,.ho ha Ye been "i ui the Pun'-- longer (mucl. lees, for 
cxw:iple, than lily:,e:lf_ r.n.i.ch fa clmot, t ,~JllbEirrc.1.ssingly l arge), 
it is !:. 6cncrous 1,rovision. ,;bile, of ccurse, I have not 
sho\m him your ... etter or the oae from &l&i:.r, my belief i s 
t.ha t he i,oul.. .. be e:nb::..rre.ssed if he fal t anyone W:is consiaer­
in6 mor3 th..n thu geuei·ou"' i,rovi::1ion t.i.lrel.dy made ln the 
rci;;u1.J.r ret.ireoent trust. I think, like the rest of us , 
be i ~ ccnte~pl~tinb soille further work, and I t~ink it 
likely tb~t uttr~ctive openings m~y present themselves. 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN R. EMBREE ERt :RC 

i.r. t e..,.,ing J ~ .R.g__senwald • _ _ .._:.r,~,,,...._"--'· 
PS 

- y..r:12W•a- -r _,. __ • Jen into,,.,n, .va.ru. 



Ch rrste to t'he account of a J cl:i: 4 , c.J. a ) , ~ ~ ' 
1 .1.UC 

. 
.J ""ace:. or SERVICE. 1*'-'REO '" 

WESTERN DOMESTIC CABUI 1206 
TCl(GIW4 OROIPWl'I' 

DAY URG~Tt lETTEI! 

stRLAl ~ED UNION NIGHT NIG'ff:rn:R 
LETTER 

P.auon• t,houkl ch«:k tla.a of ..,_ 
delind: otherwiae the m~ trill bl 

tnASmitt.ed ... t.l'l"Dt « . JOSEPH L. EGAN 
ordinary Cllbl<fF&ID, f'R£SJ0e:N'T - -

Send /he .following 1cieg,am • ..,bJea lo the ,e,,... on ~4r~ t.ereo/. which are huehy agreed to 

1 L :C. w 

J un l , FJ47 

FitlUre ir. firot & nt nee o' ye.,terd y ' w letter .,houlu be 
...,cventewn thousuna f'l.v' hundr d eighty six. 

$ 
,./ CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FlLEO 

"\ I' 

Ed L R. fubr ce 

. C 



LF SS I NG J. ~YJt!~ ... .1-· DO!:l!il-'..,. .. ,..,11111~ ---#.'?­

..JEN l(I NTO-WN, PA. 

September 29, 1947 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 

Dear Edwin: 

I 
ERE 

tlR 

-

10,/ .3 t;t?t 1b JJfL 

--

Attached is a personal letter from Miss Ruth Frank, 
who was a friend of Bobby Rosenwald in Detroit several years 
ago. 

While much of the letter is of a personal nature , 
I am sending it to you because of a description of the work 
of a Negro sculptor that it contains . I have written 
Miss Frank that I have referred the matter to you, as per 
copy of my letter atta~ " (J , r 

Will /ub~ kind enough to return the Scrap Book 
to Mr . La Gr~ i;e~tly, and mail the enclosed letter to 
Robert Rosenwald, Box 196, Rushland, Pennsylvania, after they 
have served your purpose? 

Would you also be kind enough to advise both 
Miss Frank and t-41-. La Grone whether or not he is eligible 
for a fellowship from the Julius Rosenwald Fund? 

LJR:EW 
Att. 

As ever , 

CC - Robert L. Rosenwald 

Yours, 



Mlee Ruth Frank, 
c/o s. Poatel, 
5342 S. Un1nra1ty St., 
Chicago, Illinoia. 

Dear Ruthie, 

September 29, 1947 

Bobby has reterred 1our letter to e, together 
vith the Scrap Book of 011-nr ta Grone. 

We haTe talked about thia l!latter, and I haTe told 
Bob that I belleTe aid or thi1 kind tro'.'!1 the Le■eing J . 
Ro1enwald Foundation is distinctly outside the ueual pattern 
th(lt the J'oundat1on has been tolloving, and I doubt that 1.t 
would be vise to start a procedure ot this kind. 

Inaamuch as the Juliua Rosenwald Fund ha1 been 
making a practice or avard.1111 aaholarahipe to Negro•• who h&Te 
vhat they consider proprietary talent, I haT• aent the Sorap 
Boole . to Mr. Edwin R. EmbrH, President. or the Fund, and haTe 
aaked him to consider 1ueh an application. I haTe also uked 
him to return the Scrap Book to Mr. La Gron.e after it has 
aerffd hi■ purpoee. 

Sincerely youra, 

LJJhlW 

rr - Mr . Edwin R. Embree (blinf) / 
Hr. Robert L. Rosenwald 11 



Dear Lessing: 

October 7, 1947 

Thank you for sending on the 

materi al nbout the Negro sculptor. 

He would seem to be an eligibl e candi date tor a 

fellowship. 'i,e are 11riting to the sever al per sons 

mentioned in your letter Md shall be gl~d to see 

that this man' s application is presen"ted as 

effectively at. possible to the· cozittee on a-.aro.s . 

Very t ru.l~ yours , 

I l EDWIN R. EMBREE 
11.ir l.essing ~~IQlQwe,, ~ 
J ef k:intown, ennsylvania 



UNIVERSITY OF CO LORADO 

BOULDER, COLORADO 

01 ~ART"""t:'.NT 0~ 
________ 7 Oct,Qbcr=-1947 

f;;CONOMIC• '901..ITICAL SCICNCC. aoctOLOOY 

ERE t[fl c ANO ANTHAOPOLOOY 

'--l--~_i.;:0:1-J:;...,i-.u,z.~--;----

l--1.l:..t..,:....::.--+fA--i--~--

\-i..---1----+--t---1 

l e\ss~ng • Jl sen11a}4 4 oundation 
~ enl~into··•n , 7~ fi'§yiv ani a 

Dear r:,irs : 

I an jnvolved in t~o reseerc h r r ojects ~hic h I 
c011ld carr~· n CTore effecti vel: -; t:. s .:>"'e f ~ nancial 
a"sistance . 

One ..-re" ~ct is to analysize .,,tti t··des to,.•c1rd 
minority gro, cs as revealed by 12 , 800 ~t~~t~or.,,irrs 
fil l ed :n b ~~;h school student~ qnu ~dults in 25 
Colorado -to,·•ns . The codification , anal~ ,;is c111L "'inal 
report .. 1 .... , lJ 1:)p ·::-'c '·l 1 facil ·tr~ d :l: I c • la obtain 
some fin~ 11c~~l aid . 

1Iy other project is concerned • .; t· com.,_,..,._:ni ty 
analysis . I have field rotns fr ,~ e c un~~y study 
I did just • c ::.'ore the 1ar, 1'"l.icr I hu:-e to organize 
into a mono~ra·h durine thr nPxt fe months . To c2rr y 
on my work ~n this field , I hore t injtiatc a long 
ter"l study of ?not'1.er c J : t: vf ::..xed ethnic com-
pos i tion--Indian , Stanish- A , ::-:'..c • a11c. '· -· te . F~nan­
cial assistance for ~oth t)o "O~ letion of the re·ort 
for w\~ ch I have not 0 s and ~ '"'r> rew s tl d~ • 011ld be 
grcatlJ a~precjatcd . 

If t'1esr ""S"!'-'lrch projects a.re... of the -'.:;ype your 
foun~ ..,tion c~n support , ,,111 "'"'U please send me a::,rlic"l ­
tion '.)lanlrn a!'ld ot!1or ins cruc :ions need1;d to apply . 

s ;~cercly yours , 

0;-~~?, C ~'i-
orier C. S tcwart 



Dear Mr. Rosenwtlda 

October 8, 1947 

I n answer to ~r. Lessing J. 

Rosenwald' s letter of 

Septeaber 29, I ~m returning herewith Miss Frank' s 

l e tter. l h&.ve written to Mr. r..aGrone invitil'l.g 

him to apply for a fellowship and sent him proper 

application blanks • .t copy of tvi.~ latter b1113 been 

sent to Miss Frank. The scrr-p book is heirg r eturm:d 

to Mr. LaGrone by Registered Bail. 

Sincar:ly yours , 

For the Couit t ee on Fellow:ships 

' ' llr" ~obert Ros'!n7 a.l d 
Box- 196 -. •'2!~~~----· 

Rushl. nd Pennsylvcnia 



CLYDE A . EPPERSON 
CHAIRMAN 

ROGER EDWARD DAVIS 
U , S. COMM ISSIONER 

JUDGE BEN C. WILLARD 

-4"Jv 
1(//.. ""ULL tw.~: 

The White Race Advisory Committee ~ lut-uWi 

Mr . Lessing 
Jenkintown, 

FOR A SSISTANCE TO C\ 
THE NEGRO SERVICE COUNCIL , &.t; /,.µ-~ 

843 INGRAHAM BUILDING (\ \ _ _ • . ,.j-

MIAMI, FLORIDA ~ ~ ('Ml"' 

Oct. l0,_1_9_4_7 ___ 1kJ_.\__ ~. 

J. \osenwald.. 
Pa • .: --

cR1M1NAL couRT Dear Mr. Ros enwa.ld: 
JUDGE WAYNE ALLEN 

COURT OF CRIMES 

J. N . LUMMUS. JR. 
TAX ASSESSOR 

ROBERT R. TAYLOR 
COUNTY SOLICITOR 

HENRY L. OPPENBORN 

JUSTICE OF PEACE 

THOMAS S. FERGUSON 
JUSTICE OF PEACE 

KENNETH L. OKA 
JUSTICE OF PEACE 

0 . B . SUTTON 
JUSTICE OF PEACE 

W. N. URMEY 
HOTEL OPERATOR 

DAVID BOSWORTH 
FLA. POWER &: LIGHT 

ARTHUR GRIFFITH 
MIAMI HERALO 

V . F . BADGER 
MIAMI DAILY NEWS 

JOHN D. MONTGOMERY 

During thi, month of October the Wft.i..te-Raee .Wv-i~...Col!ll'l.ittee, of which I 
am chairman, is conducting a cam.paign to rai se $50,000.00 to complete a 
Negro Youth Center in Dixie Park, here in Miami . The building will provide 
a 1000 seat auditorium and office space for the Boy Scouts and the Girl 
Scouts and the YMCA and YWCA, which organizations will supervise the 
center's pr ogran. 

Because of the worthiness of this project, and because of your own interest 
in such work, we wish to ask for an~' help or advice you may be able to 
give us. We have mailed ten thousand letters to a sele cted mailing list, 
we have obtained favorable publicity from all of the newspapers . and several 
prominent citizens have consented to act as chain'len of various committees. 

Can you make any additional suggestions which will help us obtain the 
necessary funds to complete the building? Do you know of any financially 
successful Negroes (or Megro Agencies) ,vho make it a practice to contribute 
to such campaigns? 

MIAMI EACH suN-sTAR Of course it goes without saying that if you wish to make a contribution-
FRANK N . HOLLEY either personally or in the name of the Rosenwald Fund - we shall be glad 

MERCHANT 

DR. MAURICE vAiSBERG to receive it. However, our main object in writing the letter is to secure 
PHYs1c1AN .. suRGEoN infonnation which will be helpful on this important campaign to assist the 

w1LL1AM A. LANE colored people of this area. 
PRESIDENT DADE BAR ASSN. 

CARY HOFFMAN 
ATTORNEY 

EDWARD R. COPELAND 
ATTORNEY 

DANIEL H. REDFERN 
ATTORNEY 

WEBSTER G. WALLACE 
ATTORNE:Y 

~6.j 

CAE:mm 



October 21, 1947 

Dear Lessing: I am enclosing copy of' e. let+,er t.c, Adele Levy 
which re,,orts the curr~,t :2:'.::tu~ 0~ ;,crtici­

pants in our meet..n.g of foundat ton of"lcers on Novez::: 0r 8 and 9 . 
The guests are exhibiting a gr eat deal of interest. I am sure 
the meeting will be 1 orth whDe. 

We he.i1c bae:1 :i 1 it cn•~~-Y ut ,~erk en ~c doc~et 
for the 111eet .. ng. Y:e r.re bar:~v it c;: the .r:~llt:?"'it'J . ~ ! res"'nt ~d 
to t hP Trusteer in ilay but v1e l:~vn trt<>d tc n;.d c it c1 .!.rer and 
mor e colierive. '.l~i'"' d~cJ~et r.i.'~l r;c to 4',r€' :: rtl:-:i: l :- tr !lev1rtl 
days jn i•d--r1 -ce of rJ"' ;;ie,...,.inr so t'.""t. '.I ey "1.i.ll ·--.e ri•l;, :.o t.c­
quaint 1he-,2.-,lvc, wl 1'.11 01:r , .. ork anc px-epa.:r~ thc-••:.t~~ ··,~-~ fer GUes­
tlon" w1~ di •.cus. ion. 

At. t,~ <' r.n-.: Qf the ,lccket -::e !'l::-.r: ).~!;tee! a. number 
of quest.1cns gl"otYlnc c;u1 ,;;;f tr~"' ex c r .i :?:::i.~c of ~:,t. F'..:..-::1 m:ich have 
.... bear:fn~ on the po~.icic::- ct' :'~nd.itiun!:: ;;e~1;;:· lly. I hr.·£' tho~ht. 
tha.t th~se qu estio~g wo-i1.1.'1 ecr-vr1 : ~ the a.g,.:.-::lJ·- of th~ ::'.lfetini:,s . I 
think we will cot ne~d much bv , ·ay f hltroductory zb.ttezients in 
view of the report in t.he c.ocket a!1d the. et!~or::i "'£5 thet. l'lever~l of 
our gues'ts nr e s hovl'l · for -·~c..is.:lo!'.1:s at" pt"'o,remr c.11~ .. ol~cics. 
ile ur e com1ti ug on .. .>ll c ,lL r1~ r,he .,e, ~,in,, ',c o,.kr r.nd exten.:!ing 
a hel.co111e ·,n 'uehulf of the J.<'.m-.. From thut ,;ol~t on I tm prepared 
to direct .,he discus.non i~~ you •~!.l. .. it me to. Or ;,ou m1tht continue 
to ,,r esL .. e, havin6 me prea;3r.t :J11;bestions .:-nJ i1.e.:.3 .frnm ti!le to 
time, much iiS I cto in regulri.r T."'llsU-es meetin.:,s. 

In 3ddi~icn to the coxu'ercuce session~ ~e will 
n~ed ..... briaf !A3etiug of. our om Trustees. We are prepurh.g a sep­
ar~te docket for that ex~cutLve sessi on. So far as any of us here 
can see, this e.xecutt~e docket ~~11 je bri ef and formal since we 
have a llo~"~ed practical ly all of our fun1s and since I know of 
no quest ionl; of 1,olicy th'"t need recondder a tion i:.t this Lite date. 
By the vtc.y, we e r ,, count : 1.:6 on one finu.l meeting of the 'l'rustees 
to '11nd up the Fu .... l'I ,'il'!.:l make any finnl decisions that. iaay oe 

f 



Mr. Rosenwald - 2 - October 21, 1947 

required. That final ~eeting should probably be held the latter 
part of ..tay, so ~s to be as close as conveni ent to the offici al 
closing on June 30. We might try to a,.,.~ tr.Jr- th ;!• te of the tJ1ty 
meeting while 'l\'e a re all together in lbc:,h~rillc . 

ERE:NL 

J.tr. Le$•,jr,g J . Ro~~nn:J d 
Al vertho,•pe c, 11.;irr 
Jenkin towr., P·•1,nsylvc..n.:.t! 

Ver y t.ruly yours, 

EDWIN • . EMBRFF 



Edwin R. Embree 
Pre,ident 

Will W. Alexander 
Vice President 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
HO I lffl§ XHAoe• 
CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS 

Charles S. Johnson 
Joseph D. Lohman 

t tclors for Race Relations 

Fred G. Wale 

Dorothy A. Elvidge ~ 
µ ~ ~ ~ 

.~ ~ .... _ . L Director for Education 

Secretary and Comptroller ~ ', - ~ William C. Haygood 

/UJ .,._ "'• ~ L ~; ~; AA.1#41: ~ ~c. ~ ~ ~ or. ;cw•~ · ~ 
; ·:;:~ ~...:. 1o ~ b(J.2~ 47•~~ i-

Dear Lessing : I am enclosing copy of a letter \ o Adele Levy "-~• "I;; ~ 
which reports the current status of partici - -r 

pants in our meeting of foundation officers on November 8 and 9. t,k 
The guests are exhibiting a great deal of inter est. I am sure 
the meeting will be worth while. 

We have been diligently at work on the docket I~ 
for the meeting . We are basing it on the material we presented 
to the Trustees in May but we have tried to make it clearer and ~ 
mor e cohesive . This docket will go to the participants several 1 () ~­
days in advance of the meeting so that they will be able t o ac- ~"l 
quaint themselves with our work and pr epare themselves f or ques-
tions and discussion. 11,?14 

At the end of the docket we have listed a number 
of questions growing out of the experience of the Fund which have 
a bearing on the policies of foundations generally. I have thought 
that these questions would serve as the agenda of the meetings . I 
think we will not need much by way of introductory statements in 
view of the report in the docket and the eagerness that several of 
our guests are showing for discussions of programs and policies . 
We are counting on you calling the meeting to order and extending 
a welcome in behalf of the Fund. From that point on I am prepared 
to direct the discussion if you want me to. Or you mi ght continue 
to preside, having me present suggestions and items from time to 
time, much as I do in regular Trustees meetings . 

In addition to the conference sessions we will 
need a brief meeting of our own Trustees . We are preparing a sep­
arate docket for that executive session . So far as any of us here 
can see, this executive docket will be brief and formal since we 
have allocated pr actically all of our funds and since I know of 
no questions of policy that need reconsideration at this l ate date . 
By the way, we are counting on one final meeting of the Trustees 
to wind up the Fund and make any final decisions that may be 



Mr . Rosenwald - 2 - October 21, 1947 

required. That final meeting should probably be held the latter 
part of May, so as to be as close as convenient to the official 
closing on June 30. We might try to arrange the date of the May 
meeting while we are all together in Nashville . 

ERE:NL 

Mr . Lessing J . Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe Gallery 
Jenkintovm, Pennsylvania 

Very truly your s, 



1 .. , .. J. •••••w~ 
\ -~ ~-•r•~••~•. a· 

~ .JENKINTOWN, PA. \ .,. 
..... 

October 22, 1947 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund,---i---1-----1----1---
4901 Ellis Avenue, 1 

Chicago, Illinois. !--1---1-----!·---J----

Dear Edvin: 

Will you please handle the 
enclosed letter? I do not know Mr. Robin­
son and have not replied to him. 

enc. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 



NEW YORK 
CHIC AG O 

SAN FRA NCIS CO 

I 
PRODUCTIONS 

NASSOUR STUDIOS 

5 7 46 SUNSET BOULEVARD 

HOLLYWOOD 28 , CALIFORNIA· · · · GR 8558 • • • • GL 8330 

Mr. Lessing tlosenwald 
The Julius K. Rosenwald Fund 
4901 S . Ellis 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr . Rosenwald: 

October 7 , 1947 

A group of producers have been meeting once a week 
for lunch at RKO and discussing the ways films might be 
used in alleviating social problems . 

Out of our discussions have come the story outlines 
which we think would be most effective in resolving two 
of these problems -that of displaced persons; and that of 
racial and religious intolerance . 

Budgets have been worked out , and by a number of us 
contri buting freely our talents , we have arrived at...­
twenty thousand dollar for each film. The films would run 
approximately 20 minutes in length. 

~ve have also been assured of theatrical distribution 
for these films . 

It has been brought to our attention that the Rosen­
wald Fund might assume the sponsorship or co-sponsorship 
with another foundation of these films . For this reason 
we should like you to give it your attention. 

Briefly , the Displaced Persons film would be slanted 
from the "self-interest" viewpoint, namely, that it would 
accrue to our benefit in the way of talents , new jobs , etc ., 
to take in our share of these people: statistics would 
prove these points . 

The tolerance film would approach rthate" as a kind of 
social disease -hereditary in a s.ense that it travels f r om 
parent to child; conta$ious in the sense that it goes f rom 
one person to another lespecially amo~g crildren) ; aller gic 
in the sense that r acial characte istics and practices cause 

I Ii . , 

M O T I O N p I CT U R E S A N D S L I D E F I L M S F O R I N D U ST RY, E D U CAT I O N AN D TE L EV I S I O N 



Lessing Rosenwald 
Page 2 

reactions; a disease affecting the mind , i . e. people 
putting on sheets and running around with torches; and 
so on . The disease and its symptoms are examined in 
medical terms and its cure is then prescribed . 

We sincerely hope t his very urgent and important 
venture will have your support . 

Sincerely, 
c-.........__ ( --, 

. C --........_~ c: '>.:- -... - -.. r -

TCRsl T. C. Robinson 
In Charge of Pr oduction 



l ~P.( l N 

fl4,4. 

October 24, 1947 

Dear Mr. Robinson: I have read with much interest your 
letter of October 22 to 11.r. Lessin6 

Rosenwald. I fear that it is not possiole for this Fund to 
t :e any financiul. interest in the very interesting propos­
als to develop films concerning dlsplacea p~rsons t1nd i~tol­
ernnce. tie have been folloT.ing the instructions of our 
founder to expend principal as well as income and h~ve com­
mitted practicully all of our remaini..1~ resource5 with h vi w 
U> closing the Tiork of the Fund within a few months. 

You roay be interested in the fact thst 
we have discussed somewhat simil ar proposaJ.s with Eddie 
Albert. As a result or these conferences wo have :nude a 
small contribution to the making of a film on Police Train-
in6 in Race Relution;:1, under the nusplces of the Educational 
Film Research Institute of which Arthur G. Coons of Occidental 
Colle6e is chuirman. 

In auy eve:.it, I shoula think it would 
be •orthwhile to kee~ in touch with this ,roup. 

ERE: NL 

llr. T. C. Robinson 
tfossour Studios 
571/::, Sunset Boulevard 
Hollywood ~8 , California 

Very truly yours1 

EDWIN R. EM 



October 24, 1947 

Dear Mr. Stewart, Ir. Le~sing J. fio3enwald nae r eferr~d 
your l etter of Ootober 7 to t hi s offi ce. 

I a:a exceedingly sorry to b..1re to wri te you tht..t the Jlosenwa1d 
Fund accepts aµplicatio::m v1u.y f r om l ~groes and nnite So1.1tneraer s 

or king on setme problem a.stiuctive to the 301.:th. Aa o.n experi­
ment, we offered £or Qevar~l yesrJ s ~ci~ awnrds in ·the fiel d 
of r ~ce re tions witnout qu lificaticn~. 1'heso, ho~ev~r, have 
teen wi t hdrmm. 

I regret ~ht you ~re ineli gi bl e under 
the tar.as of our prea9nt pro&r3.lil, o.nd I hope your.i ll be 
s ucces1fal in fini in socs other ~ ano or enal:ling 3our:Jelf to 
ocrry on your import:mt ,ork. 

Sl.noerirf(urs, 

For t..'le eoi.mittee on 1elloYships 

Mr. 0.1r C. Stl3m,.rt 
Depar~nt of Econvmics, Politi cal Scienod, 
Social.egy and t..nthropology 
0niversity of Colorado 
Boulder, Col orado 

cc (.ssing J !::enwald 
.... 
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Charge lo tlie accounl of ----'-'-------------- - ------------$ ______ _ 
RED '-

.. 

' J M ._._.._ OF' StRVICE 

WEST.ERN 
,/ CHECK " DOMESTIC CABLE 1206 

TnEGRAN IC ORDINARY 

l)Af URGENT 
UTTER RATt ACCOUNTI NG l tffORMATION 

SERIAL OEftl!REO UNION NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LEmR 

P~trons. ah0\l1d chc-cfc c.~ or llf\'l0I TIME FILED 
dCllll'ed; oU,ef'Wile U.. ~ will be 

trai•nittad u a tl4f!C1'MD W . JOSEPH L. EGAN 
/ ~itiary a.blfcl'ut. PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram. ,ul,Jed lo the 1emu an l,ack hereof, which arc haeby agreed lo 

Nov b r , l-J47 

.,, J: Y lC I • 
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November 10, 1947 

Dear Mr. Roceuiiald: I have the honor to inform you 
that, a~ a meoting of the Trustees 

of the Julius Rosenwal.cl Fund held on Ilovr.mber 8, 1947, 
you •ere el ectP.d to sE<rve for the yenr 1947-48 as chairman 
of the Board of Trustees, Trensw·er of the Fund, iuid u 
chairman of' the Finance Conmittee, the other members of 
•hich aI·E"> A. Richa1·d Fr.a.nk c: nd Edge.r B. Ste~. 

DAE:lm 

fil.r . Lessin~ Rose w d 
Alve thorpe ifi.~-~jljji.l----. 

Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours, 
DOROTHY A. r.LVIDGE 



November 14, 1947 

Dear Lessing: It 3eem~u t.o w0 ~h~t the dvln~J in 
N .... sbville ,1t:3.1.'a w1..~ W,. h.i..lt: o.ll i.lround. 

The cere~onios in connnctiou ~ith Johr1SOJ 1 S iu~-ue;ura­
t lcn 'l'iE;re L.A;.,res.,i-ce ... a..i f,--U: tl':i.-, ;;.:1,1·;:; .::..;.l.:.~.;e v.a "" 
nen level of dttention ...nJ r~sp:;:~~ i:l tLe S0~th. 

I felt cur ;:;e ... ::.1~11., .. ~ th the f o-.mdc. tion 
of:-ic~rs were too .,;.,h•:,rt ~n- ~~~\,;.;.oc,. tc 1: n:o...,t :,;ffecti l;e . 
I ao:i I t f;ee ho.. he ~oul..: h-ve w.r. c.~nC~o. tr.c· , · :.: .:.ha cir­
cumst..:..n..;ec 1..:in.; !:.s t\c;: ., sr .... . 

,:,i-1\! of ~ ~ ;U!~::t of ~!.e ;.~rso!lnli ties -
a nc,v ac..;_uuintcneo tei i:ic - m:s !i:rs $.;it::.er. It r ... isss 
onl.:' 1 :; ~onfici.?-r::..:~ .:..·• Go·,ern.~~~n. to .i'.!.n('! ..,o im~gir.!lti v!! a.nd 
resour:.;,:,f':..11 u p&r-,0:1 !.: .. c. hi_;li. .!:'.:.i:..:.rC..:. rO;, i.,. I ~ cnclos-
in -" ~ C'"'"V of',. 1°t+,·r· ... -... •• + ht ,_,. b j• 1 I '.- ..L ~-ho:n -•ht b u ...,11., ... ... 1! f..o.1..1,,_ - ..: i- .. lt.... .,_ > \i ..... J• .., --t, 

ycu !:!i~r(t Ln ~r.poc~oll:,· it..tcr~ot.•. in. •1tr cu:. -~t~:. on me~bers 
of t'he Ro;;:.:,..·~lc. .;'ec.i.ly . 11 L .. ~c~lirc .:.nl y .• ~c-~ict..l wiodom" 
ism} icea of hiLh tritut~. 

fl!•L ... e pt...,s til~ 0 rec'i..lu._,!l o~· Kt... to una 
1:1c u,, ~he !J,;ai1+.:,ifu'i ... tl .. ~ c!i · r ... l.u:-; ~!i ~. 

t.cir. ( ss'ing l :lem.e. 1 

Alvi:J~horpe ~ • .i..eIJ' 
Jenkintom, t'ennsylvaniu 

Very ti"'Uly yours , 

EDWIN R EMBREE 



Nove~ber 14, 1947 

Deer Lessing: I think we should ma'ke plans 
for t he 4'in3.l mcetir"'- of the 

Funu Trustees well 0 not1sr in ~dvance to zet the~ 
~n t.he ·cl n1ul(' of C".l,.. } ,. ~= . r-u!~. l "0Ul1 sa.~· 
s. 'l'!eek -r,.., i .. , •.t<'.'! ;7'1.,! Ua or 1: tt;;,r ;&rt of. tfay. 
I thir::: ~ ..... cr.n -~u.c.t~--!c 01!1· b11;in:~~c !.i~ r1crr.ing 
end e.f ~,ei.~ncon Dc::J-::.iorir, of' .:.. sin1::,lo i!r:.y, ':-,lt, I 
shoul: r.o:·a t : ... t• t. ; :.:::.heT" or t.'.:lc 801.~ct cm:L. S'tl..}' 

re ~ -'-hr. ~ .. 1: :lLj ... , ;irc:!; ... tl;i'" (U~ ti. i.~.: "):) wit"~ .:.irn!,r 
t~r t :::i;~""t. F.h• t woul l ~•0u thi.n. of UF!:, 15 or :.!~ 
a~ tho ' fi tc ro~ th• gr ri,: m~~tin3? 

Ur. 
Al :1??.,thorpe 
J :::u:i:i t c'!m, 

Ver/ t ruly yours , 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 

J ~~~­
Gt" llC,....J 
:'er.n.:.;y l vso ia 
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ERE: 

For your infor mation I am attaching a 
copy of the latest issue of Circuit ' s 
Smart Woman. 

Mrs . Feaman {who is Mrs. Robert Taylor's sister) 
and her husband have been backing the magazine 
personally, without any outside f i nancial hel p . 
It is felt that this kind of a magazine f~ll s 
a definite need and should be given a chance to 
survive. An annual budget of $30,000 to $40,000 
would enable the publishers to make a first 
rate magazine out of it. 

HR 



Dear Leseing : 

November 25, 1947 

I have not been negl e~t ing 

your in\.tuiry o.bout t he 

information and I c.>.o now e-;ai titli; s. t~lk 

with Mrs. Al on~ Fearon, th~ present Editor. 

Very t ruly yours, 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 
FRF.:NL 

Ur . f Lessing J. ,losenwald 
AlvLr t horpe Gttll""'a-'1!'1- --·-----• ---------~ 
J enkinto1,n,,- Pennsylvani a 



Bovember 25, 1947 

Dear Lessing: At the Nashville conference severul peopl e ex~ressed 
interest in a detail ed story of the schoolhouse 

building program. On consult.ing s. L. Smith, I find that builJing plans 
and very exten~ive ~w.opblet material about buildin~s, equipment, beauti­
ficaticn·or 0 rounl~, etc. is available a.!ld is currently issued from 
the Divi sion of Schoolhouse Plunning of Yeabody Colle~e. This clearly 
gives the inforin.ition thLt i~ needed by an.Jone in this country or ~broad 
who is contempla ting rural school building. 

Another reason e~vancod ut the conference for a 
re;.ort of our school :r:or"k Wc.l:3 the gt}nerc.J. bmau interest involved. We 
have made t. m.1£,i.>u· cf efforts to capitt1.lizo or cryst;.1.lli ze that interest. 
You r.ay ramem.ber that Alfred Stern employecl t,,o r.u t!."-or:J [.:t different 
tirues tc nc rk with [,,. L. Sml th .'t i t h c. vic?I to ~ri tir.0 up the story. 
Heithe:r.· o! them cc.ul~ i;,.:. t in~t crial tl.c..t they :.nought .... o,·th mai:ing up. 
Jt..lic. f.~r..c.u· f. tc y!..d over in Nashville for t-hr ee • df...y~ after t he confer­
ence t allir.g "Rith !Jr. ~mith alcut the school bu.ildinz progri:l!!l. She 
returnt:: ~e helpless 1~s the ot!:l.ere. Stories which zol:'6.d interestin0 

for ten o:i ~irtceu ... inut,•::; i;i cc: t·~rtnce c i scu::.-~iori do not seem to 
E1e:f:qdr.~.:. .. t; iuto :r:c,r.., th •. n fr~gu:!lte r ; re'.n!.nisc<;neea t.b,. t quickly get 
boring. 

I hu.•1~ trio • r o-:edu:-e!' to S'.;_ J"~t: One, -.re will 
include tii the com:pl --te histcry of ·.h<> ~j ?Jhi.ch f.Ci~R 1Jt-.xman i s now 
preparing .,_ m.1mt; -:: o,. hu.,;rn interest storiPS fror:i. the school buildin~ 
day::.. I !L'l .-,u·'? tM.r: 1 :: liB !nU~h ns we should t r y to do in i.:,ebalf of 
tho Funi. T.o. Sin~e Id!'. s~itn hi.mqa1r is the ~nly one - i f any -
v:ho co~ll 1trit•~ up thes? ".'l.rly cbys, we might give him o. com4lission 
to do oc. P::-son lly, I do not think imythi'l!: worth printin& will come 
out or i t . However, it will do no harm to &lve i t a try . Furthermore, 
he is nc-\. iot ... ;:hs~~ f'ro~ Pc!c'.bo~y <in d is existin."' on no sa.l~ry f rom e.ny 
sour::e. !. co.:nmb~.lion frol4 us might be a life saver. mia.t would you 
think cf offering him a col'l11liBsion to write up the s chool buildinj 
program with ... n ugree::i~nt from tha Fund to p .... y hilll $2500 a ye ... r for 
a two ye~r periol? 

Very tr-.tly yours,. 
ERE:UL 

»r . ,Lessing J.~~~R~al~ ¾ 
Al v+rthorpe Gallery • 
Jenkintown., Pennsylvania 



Noveinbar 26 , 1947 

Dear Lessing; I have had fa l ong ts.U: with Allrs. Al one Fee.man, 
F.ditor i,.na Publishar o!' S;:virt r.ol!ll\n , J..7,,:,9 South 

State Street, Chics.go . I have been seeing copies of thi s publi­
c~t ion s ince i t fir at ca.me out about three year s ago. It is very 
well eui ted and published. And cont.ro..ry to tiost Negro ;:u l:>lica­
tions, is entir ely dignifi ~d in wne and ~ake-up . The publica t i on 
has been en:,entiall y e one c,an ef~'ort, of tJrs. Feau:.n. She has 
f urnished the ini t i a t i ve , ha~ ~anag~i the thole enterpr ise and 
he.s provided such finM-ncint, as h&n bee.:. 11vailchle. She te ... l s me 
tht:.t sho hem J;Ut tiboUt $t..0,00O, of hor OWll l\lO?lP.~ Ltto the publica­
t i on. 

. Mrs. Yoa-:;an l s .. t t.11e .:·n.:l of a~t recour ces. She 
think:, t..n mvestmeut o:· $40,000 .1ould :.~rry t,he ll>UJS.Zine f or another 
:, ~nr ( t .. ..: printin6 .:m..i. d.l.strl"outins cost::. ere o.bout $4, 000 per 
:ionth). Air. Inoi!...t,, B~ck, on tho ot.h .. ,r hand, estil1t."\1o,; t.hat not 
le~s 1.,r1...i1 t..;o , ,JuO .,i .. l be neetle~ to cn:-r·, th .. 1.:1uGs•ifoe until i t 
~un ~101-- ;,r, _s .::ielf-sup1.ortiug . 

I -o not have enough publishing knowledJe to 
bive auy uceful ~-p}.,r <!lSt..1. cf 1..u3 c11 ... 1wt. o:· 1.1ltinute success . I 
persoH,\ll., 1.,us.:,tiou • ... h8 ~a,.,:i rab:.i.li t:, of nnll. tiplyin? of m.iga.zines: 
o.i.1110<1 i:.,;1 t?ci:..L:.;r c.~ uegro"'!:: OJ.' f...ny o'Lher sroup in the Amer lean · 
popul..:.tiori. Ho.,dv~x·, ~r:.; . ic-:am.,_.u uW'..i.es the point t.htt Negroes' 
h ... vc "-'t-ec.iL.:. !'"·..>.).~e:!!:, J..'l .:: .... re o~· t..t..lll £J..td na1.r hfat t,ci bOtuu ext ent 
ill ..;~~ th:.. .. , ~,c;, ! .... u,.,1:. -::e ... l'-'1.lld • I..;" Odl4 o~.1.nion ls oe ... r i;,h t.s to 
thu 1•1., .. ..:,.:: .. 0 .,;,uv..!t:w3 c.: .:,·,ich ._ Voc:tl\Au•~, b1 .. n. I nav.o a een wrong in 
... uc~ es "'-!!1-... .; .. -..1.'o :-.. • For t3XClllr1le; I ub ;:;ur e tht.1. t J ohn Johnson 
"t.ould no~ .. 1.o1.\..l.!c1.:.u .• .:.. .,h t~~ro Jigest ,mu E'oons. Yet. boti1 these 
tt!.gezil.l.:::c.. ... , ... cu1·11 .. .l out ~o .,., urilli!:!llt ~u-:ce::,i:es, f'inunci al l;r 
0.8 \7e:l '--'~ :..t... O'!..ilv1· \ u~~. 

~rs. F~r..mtm le cerUl.inly n respons i ble woman &nd 
I imagine a very a.ble one. As you 1D.EJ.Y know, she i !> tbe sis ter 
of the wife of Rober t T6ylor, a man who h~s f or yea r s ~anaged the 
Rosenwal,i 1.partment Builc:1:in.s and i s Chair .nan of the Chicago Housing 
Authority. However, Rober t Taylor i s in n9 way concerned with t his 
mat;azine . Mr s. Feaman t ells me she nns no~ even talked aboui it 



Mr. Lossing Rosen~ald - 2 - November 26, 1947 

t'lith him, fear~ his '1cotlllBercial1sm. " All in all, this is 
a highly person&l venture de

4
ending almost entirely on the 

ideus end enthusiasm of one won.mu. Thfi.t is~ asset i f the 
one is a genius . But it makes it impossible for me to ghe 
111.ore thun the sketchy account I have written above. I have 
talked with severcl yeopl~ in the South Side com=im1ity, but 
none of !:.hem can offor much more than I have wr itten. 

I have recently had a letter from Ur. Bee~. 
I &.m writing him th~t support to such~ publication fall s 
clear ou tside the scope of the Foundation, but th~t at your 
request I was sending this note to you. I s there anything 
more you wuit me to do in the matter? 

ERE:NL 

wr. Lessing J . Rosenwald 
Alverthorpe G~llery 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours, 

EowrN R. EMBREE 



J \ 

C
LESSI NG J. ~O~~~.!,;...~~~~ 

JENKINTOWN. PA. 

-

Mr. Edvin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 

Dear Edwin: 

December 1, 1947 

ERE J () 

Thank you very much for your letter of November 
26th, regarding Mrs. Alone Feaman and her magazine, Smart 
~, which I am forwarding to Mr. Beck. 

I appreciate your obtaining this information, and 
all the trouble you have gone to in securing it. 

Kindest personal regards . 

Sincerely, 
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November 25, 1947 

Fred G. , Waie -----
Director for Education 

William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 

Dear Lessing : At the Nashville conference several people ex~ressed 
interest in a uetailed story of the schoolhouse 

building program. On consulting S. L. Smith, I iind that building plans 
and very extensive pamphlet material about buildin5s , euuipment, beauti­
fication of grounds, etc. is available and is currently issued from 
the Division of ::ichoolhouse Planning of !'eabody College . This clearly 
gives the informo.tion that is needed by anyone in this country or abroad 
who is conte~platinJ rural school building . 

An.other redson advanced at the conference for a 
report of our ;;,chool ,,ork .,a.s the general human interest involved . v:e 
have :nade a nwnoer of efforts to capitalize or crystallize th&t interest. 
You may remember that Alfred Stern employed two authors at different 
times to i·ork with S . L . Smith v.ith a view to writing up the story. 
Neither of them coulu 6 et material that they ~hought orth ma:ing up. 
Julia i,axman stayed over in .Nashville for three days after the confer­
ence talking with i.r . ~mith about the school buildinl progran. She 
returns t..s helpless as the others . Stories ,,.hich sound interesting 
for t~n or f i fteen .ninutes in & conference discussion do not seem to 
materia.lize into more than fraguentary remim.scences 1,ho.t quickly 0 et 
boring . 

I h~ve two ¥rocedures to SUt,gest: One, we will 
include in the compl0 tc historJ of the 1<\md which lliss Waxman is nm1 
prep~rinb a numb~r of hum!...Il interest stories from the school buildin0 

days. I WI! sure thit. is as much -.LS ,,e should try to do in uehalf of 
the Fund . T>.,o . Since li,r . Smith niinself is ~he only one - if any -
y;ho coul.t, Vlrite up these early days, we might give him a commission 
to co so . Personally, I do not think anythin6 wortn printing will come 
out of it. t101.erer, it will do no harm to 6 ive it{... tr., . Furthermo:r=e., 
he is nO\, 1 etuched from Pea.body ano is existin6 on no si:..lal'l,-f-ro.,1 any 
source:. 1. coiwuis~ion from us mi[:,ht be .... life so.ver. \)l.&:t"""would you 
thin1, of offering him ti. co!Illaission to ..-rite up the jieflool builc!inP" '5 
pro6 r::.m • ith an agree.nent from th'3 Fundzo po.y • n ~~500 a year for 
u tv, o year period? 

E?.t.::1>.~ 

.k . ssing 
Alver-E orpe 
Jenkinto,m, 

T) Rosenw~ ' 
~llery 
1'ennsylvania 

Very truly yours , 

--
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December 
.3 1947 

Dear Mr. Rosenwald: 

I have your letter of December 1st 
enclosing Mr. Embree• s letter, which I read 
with keen interest. 

I am sorry tha t "'e cannot go fur­
ther with the ma.tter because I have a hunch 
that with more cat'ital Mrs. Ferunan can make 
a real success of the magazine. 

With all good Yis res. 

Sincerely yours, 

~a~ 
Thomas H. Beck 

Mr( Lessintj Rose~ 
Jenkinto"1Il, Pa. 



Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue , 
Chicago , Illinois. 

Dear Edwin: 

December 14, 1947 

EK 

--'--'·--1--1---\ 
---1---1---1--1-- l 

b 

All of us were delighted by the Fund's contri­
bution to the Committee for the Nation's Health. This , 
of course, includes the Laskers . 

I hope that right after the first of the year 
the Fund will give really serious consideration to a simi­
lar grant for the Citizens Committee on. Displaced Persons . 
This endeavor falls so completely in line with the Fund ' s 
Inter-Race Relations work that I feel you should decide on 
favorable action regarding a contribution to it. I know 
of no project wherein the three faiths - Catholic, Protestant, 
and Jewish - have worked together so wholeheartedly as they 
have on this . I know of nothing which would create better 
co-operation among the three faiths than the fulfillment 
of their objective in the passage of adequate immigration 
legislation through Congress . 

Above all, I ask that the Executive Committee 
will not turn this request down definitely without giving 
me an opportunity of presenting the whole picture to the 
Trustees, and to answer any questions they may raise. I 
do this because of my intense interest in this project , and 
because I feel that the Fund is uniquely placed to render 
this service in contrast with all other Foundations. 

Edith joins me in sending kindest regards and 
t he Compliments of the Season to you and to Mrs. Embree . 

Sincerely yours, 
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