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ire.  ngm.   €.  Htygood,
Director for Fellowships,
Julius  R®,geneald  mmd,
4901  ELlis  Avenne,
chicago,  Ill.

rk_hal \v?.:="5=.,r#+eeI   Th                  its

James  R.  dswell,
1§01  HeREan  Ave„
Hfashville,  Term.
RI&rch  8,  194£.

Dear  Sire

On ny return from ny last trip,  ay wife gave me the  enel®sed report
blank .which I  have hastened to fill out.    The first was maLiled a Couple of
months  ago  and Ilm distressed that you did not reee±v® it.

For  several months  now I  have been chth the  elHGfico  SEE,  traveling
thth Sgt.  AltiB ¥®rk and helping his prepare his dally column for the  SUN.
The first report blank was filled Out up in the RTolf River Valley.    I  gave
it  to  a passing  farmer who ±  §ald  ke was bound  for Jamestoun and promised  t®
medl it the  f±rgt  thing.   REP fchth in red,  honest+locking  faces is  sadly
shaken.    HbHever,  IIm keeping Hy fingers  cr®esed  and mumbling  suitable  spells,
hoping  that this  e®pgr reaekes you before  the  gate  comes  down.

Sincerelyal 2,d-
fl¢a..arm*i#anHREHHREREfflHREffffiREELREaHH_
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James  R.  Aswell
1.E0l  Herman.Ave„
Nashville,   v era.
Dec.  14,  1941.

Mr.  Th.  C.  Haygood,
Julius  Roserfeald  F\md,
4901  ELlis  Awe.,
Chicago,  Ill.

Dear  Mr.  ELygood:

This  is a belated reply to  rour note  of Hovenber 17th.    I  have been
pushed  to  the limit in defense-morale, work  and have not,  until now,  had the
least  Chance  +,o  reply.    Please  pardon the  delay.

I  have  in mind  three  persons  T#ho  have  promising  plans  for 1942  fellow-

shipss

Joke  Lipscomb,  a/a EEg "ashville  Termssseen,  has  in mind  a  study of the
poll  tax evil in the  Sduth.    John is  assist&ntieityLeditor of E!=g Termessean.
He  has  specialized  for  several Fears in investiHgating  the Doll tax in this

/state,

E.E.  ELller,  Greyl]mn  Ants.,  Nashville,  has  pSarmed  a biography of his
father,  E.E.  Miller,  Sr.,  for many years  editor of EEg Southern Agricultu]ris±
and  founder  of  the  Progressiv_a  Farmer.    EL.  ELller gras  one  of  the  pioneer ed~
vacate.§  of  conservation  and diversified  cropping in  the  South.    Young Miller  is

::eD:;S:£: ::::ep¥kt:=n:fw:g:e::i:a:i: ¥:::::::  Project.   In my opinion]hg is
Mrs.  Sue  ngcDaniel,  £@08  15th  Ave„  S„  is  working  on  a  sun.vev  of  insur.ance

rackets  that  have been victimizing  Southern  Negroes  for  aNle  years.    Mrs.  REc-
Daniel  has  been  a  social  worker.    She is  Qualified  to  deal with  the  gn],bject.

Sincerelyd- `2- d-
rfuThmaeqtyffa3aeREELunREffiffiREREELHELca±ELaeREae

rtyi]



-:;*   f

`1,i-:Ll
S#

/  i  c+I

Nap

pROGG[E!cssFEpoRT__,Lr__SI!L"s..___R_gsmDdrlE±flFTJRE}._RE£_EngQ|!E

bert _ASEe

Preg emt  poe lt lCin ==_¥r_§=e==_lap_q___e ___.,.,xp±±e±

Afrdreggri:~Efagr:g~:Pj+:-LTg=

Since your f ellow8hip iras  a;warded have you received

{a}  a salary  lncreas©?

ff so ,  please d®S¢rfbe}ni:=:i:±±±::±±=::£::#:±S:±¥B ¢
rtinfil 1 £d  a.  oranation-Ced±±'£ can be  called a promotion.

{b)  a promotion  3n rank?
_ErfuE2fia,nd

Degree  received during award,  or  Binc©,  or progress  mad® toward deor©©:   Novel
&poroximately two-thirds  completed  &t  this Writing.                               t

Title  of  dlg©®rtaLtlon

Pwhlica[tiorrs,  if any.    {Please give titles,  date,  and place of publication.)
My estimation of a  year  as  sufficient  time  for  completion of my novel "&§  over-I-

Special honors  or a,otivltl®S
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James  R.  Asweii
1301  RTemaan  Av®.,
ENashville,  Tenn.,
April  29,  i940.

E`gr.   George   RI.   Reynolds,
Director  for  Fellowships,
Julius  PLosenw&1d  Fhnd
4901  Hllis  Avenue,

Dear  REP.   rieynolds :

A  few  days  ago  I  mailed  a  letter  of  acc©pt&noe.     I
am  already  un©&sy for  fear  that  the  letter  may have  miscarried  in
the  mails.    If  this  should  have  happened,  please  censidep  this
note  &s  very  p¢sitige  aoc©ptance  of  the  grant.

Sin®eralF,-h a. AAul
•---i:,:=L======_L=+-----JLJL----,

JRA : rm
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James  R.  Aswell
1501  RTewman  Jive.
RT&shville,   Term. ,
April  88,  1$40.

REP.   George  RI.   Reynolds,
Director  of  Fellowships,
Julius  Rosenwald  mmd,
4901  Ellis  Avenue,
Chicago,  Illinois.
Dear  Bar.  Reynolds:-

Just  to make  it  official,  I  do  indeed accept  the  grant.    If
possible,  I  should like  to  have  it  ln rmonthlF  installments,  begin-
ning  May  15,  1940.

one  thing  I  forgot  to  ask  you--Am  I  supposed  to  make  pro-
gress  reports  on  the  nGv©i?    If  so,  to  whcm  &]rdr  how  often?

I  enjey©d meeting  you  people  and  again  want  to  thanif  you
fop your kindness.    I  shall  do my best  to  justify  lt.

Sinoer®1y,

a~ Q. A4Lul
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James  R*  Esesell
ls$1  RTeREn &Fe.,
ifegHviHe,  Term.
ifech £§j  i94®.

ra

Dear ife.  beprdis§

Since miling goo the  ¥ermeasee_ £=±±£g last weck I hape been
harmted rite a fser. that,  in mgr `rmth ha rmrfe the  gect±eng thlch I

i¥Lfin: ¥L¥# gr:::t#6 "ng sgfroLs bestd& a+ esxple of the titlesThe RE€quphis  City  se®ti®n should hsme been
marfeed "ifeh en n¥#,  irdie&ting e®            tiom.    I did the historical
part ef this  grayer anfi JaedE Bcoes,  mftyri rdth the Thivergity ®f Iain,

#ed;;r:T=ffipeLT:TmarE:LF?#ifainL::L±:;:::i=:#Eisti;and¥effEL:fill
ny be  th]§Lt  tELs  is  the REay  thdy are dRErfeed*    HbHever,  pheELse  Check
th€illi¢L if lt ls  net toe rmaeh tr®uble.

rfu fa #LLrd
ng±±=+===L__I--~--`-TTTT=±
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ExcERPI  FRofei  LETIER  FR0iife  HERSCHEL  BRIcaEI]I.             5-i   8-40

!lELr.  As%rellls   stories  are  really  anecdotes  and  as
such  well  enough  written,  although  neitiner  theF  nor  the
sketches  in  fllhese  ape  our  livesti  fcirffi  ariy  ver}r   sound
basis  for  8.  judgment  of  t-he-writeTls  afoiiity  to  h_gi.ndle
long  fiction.       About  all  that  can  be  said  is  that  REP.
ASThrell   and  I#Tiss  ELEoc>re  are  both  perfectly   cofflpetent  at
their  jobs  -  both  show  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  princi-
ples  of  writing  and  8.Iso  an  understa,nding  of  their  ma4-
terial,   in  other  ELrQpds.     They  ¥Fould  be  plain  gambles
without  more  fietiofi  upon  T#hich  to  judge  their  possibi~
|ities , rS''
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JULIUS  ROSENWALD  FUND
4901  ELLIS AVENUE

r-

CHICAGO                 <

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate

Report Requested o£

ivir.  James  R.   Asweil

ife.   tfiEiJ.   Ia.   Couch

Universit,:ty-  of  fforth  Ga`rolina  Press,  Chapel  Hill

The above+named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
refereLnce.  The candidate`s plan of work is attached.  Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicapt.s personal characteristi6s and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
o± stndy propo+s_ed.   An ear_ky reply to this  inquiry win be Of great assistance in allowing the Feuowship
Committee suffician time  fro adequate cons±dera;tion Of then large "mber Of  candidates  who  apply Sr
or4nts.                                                                                                                                                                           1

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

REPORT

•rif e yy/  . ;rfJ_kef ifchs#f up de

Director  for  Fellowships

I  have  lanown i.€r.  Jam©g  Aswell  for  a little  Over  a year.     I he€ane  ae-
quninted  with him  through ±ngr wori= as  Regiorm,i  E}irector  ®f  the  Federal  ikifritersl
Project.

Ear.  Agweli  did  a  large  amount  ®f  t*rorchk  OEL  tfae  velune  Hh©se  tee  than  Eiv€s.- - THEFT
Fj.e  edited  all  the  stories  from gefine§se©  and wrote  one  story himself .
I  did  the  firmi  editing,  I as  in a position  to  have  an ®pinioEL on  the  qualitgr
®f  REP.  Asw®11I§  woriE.    All  the  maHusc#ipt§  he  sThbmitted were  in  ©=cellent  c®n-
diti®n and  n®©ded  no  further work ®fl  ny  EELrt.

I  first  became  aware  of  Efr.  Agwellls  abilitgr #ha®ngh seeding a  story
of  his  in Eha
gennessee

.    Shartlgr att©r  I  r©at  thl5  sS®ry,  ke "grs  daepped fF®m  the
or  regbs®ns  which  I  considered un,justifi®d®     I  we.nt  to  Bermesse©

esE2ecially  t®  iHvestig&teand  decided  that  he  should b®  p*pe    bgLck  on  the  staff
and  the  man  then
in  Permes§ee,  ny
t®  the  staff and
Since  thgrt  tfroe,
of  him,

in ckerge  removed.    After "ch cliff icultgr with itiffiA officials
recoREendati®RE  were  carried  out,  and  EPrJtr.ti A§¥ell  w:as  rest®rsd
given a  r®8pensffile  positiofi urith  consid©rrfelgr  increased  salamr.
EL.  Asw©11's  worfe has  comEletelF  justified ngr good  opinion

OVER



onigr a few dffigr§ ap * ]W:®=€.:£¥:din:Egg;%£E:®£grt&¥:e:F#: ,g¥ck¥

#offi£ :::mt::+f±L::£::.fu the v®1une are &S  good ag  ngr Hffiteriai ®f  that
kind  ©v©r`   grblished.    A  few  days  later,  Eftyg.  Pains  of  the  EL@©sg  editorial
deEELrtmerfe  ga;ve  me  a  pepori  ®n  the  manuscript. igivhi€h  I  was  glad  to  dif5€®ver

¥g:±±: ::C:e¥tw±EihL¥±;urfro¥+Opinion.    ire  will FTfolish the  ¥HREtlscript  either  this

Fin.  A§well  edited all  of  this  vol:lams  and RTote  a  consider&bie  number
of  the  St®ri®s,

I  consider  Efty.  Aswell  the  most  promising grenmg writer  I  faanre  met  in  the
South.    He  ]±as  efficellenb  conrmard  ®f  short  St®rgr an&  neir81  techaiqtL®s  and  can
give  form  to  m&terifals  which ap'pear  tS  b®  h®pelesg*    ire  can  f±Hd  go®`d  gtorie§
where  other people  Would not  fmngine  their  exiSteflee,  anch he has  an unerring
d]rar:ng*tie  sense.     In mar  ®pifii®n,  his  jutgreat  is  tberonghtry  sound.

~..`-.-        `

I  ±igRTe  }so rjnesitstion  ire  recormemding  I#th.  As+Yell  without qiralific&tion.
I  believe  he trill  de  honor  t®  angr fellonfship  t]±st  cg,n be  given  t®  him `involving
literary work.     In ry oE5inion,   it  would be  a  t©rribl®. migtalae  mat  t®  give  hid
time  to  d®  the  work that  3ns  can  de.

It  happens  that  only a  few  dagr§  aq§;a,  without  being. reque§t©d bF  &nFT;One
to  do  go,   I  wrote  a  letter  to  Fff.  Efoe  of  the  thaggerfueim Foundetiofi  recommentling
Aswell.     I  h±afl  heard  he  iatendiea  to  riREtry  g®r  a  ffiaggeHhe±m*  and  I  hope  Tory  mich
that  fie  gets  either a frosen#&id  or  finggemheim.    He  troultl  profit  fogr  ha;Ting f irst
a  Eose"+raid end  hat®r  a  fingg@rfu©im;  and  I  think  the  development  of , the  arts  in
this  area will  also  profit  tremendouslgr bar this.

Is the candidate free from persormlity handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed
i§f .   ¥.   Goush

Position  or  Title              Directaff ..=gi¥Ee.+__.H

AddressJ3E±i®i9=t=_______¥_i=1±_a__=__=_F±±=__q±±_

49oLE{]e£:Sarveetnuu¥,t6£Lh:gDo£,r:#roLfs:rfedLd°r¥ssshefg,S,sdumH;uesdRe:SveenL¥paeL:sFeunncf:sed.
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Name of Candidate

Report Requested of_

]unlus  RosENVALD  FUND
4901  ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO

Confidential Repoft on Candidate for Fellowship

3¥3¥r.   Ja.meg   R.   ASVIell

i{dir.   Jack  H.   Boons

Universit:`r   Of'  IOFF&,   |otRj7a.  Cit#r

The above+named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference.  The candidate's plan of work is attached.  Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's personal characteristics and quahifications,
and an appra,isal of his phn of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
o± stndv propo.s_ed.   Am ear_ky reply to this inquiry wth be Of great assistance in allowing the Feuowship
Committee sufficient time r for adequate consideration Of the  large owmber Of  candidates  who  apply Sr
or4"ts.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.
in .  ifprtyjac±,z^ +rf urf.#4

-

Director  for  Fellowships

I  have  known  the  a-pplicant,   REr.   James  R.   Asi.Tell,   for  over

_I

REPORT
four   year s   ;n+dLu¥:,,I;Ls-L+fJ;±L+a uLt+im;r:;;;;`±L;£eE+ i:; ±¥riAVrilmLL;n-*=ri;+f;d;=iLu v u+Ttj+`jriters'   Project  in  `iennessee.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  pro-
-blems  of  the  South.   He  is  hardv,forking,   concientious,   and  wort.ri?r:   and
in  his  ``<.I+Titing  af  v,Tell  as  in  his  life  he  is  strictly  honest  and
<t6'Ieraht~.'rl~have  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  published  short  stoi`igs
cf  }ilr.   As'u-i;-ell's   in  SI'OR¥  and  HAftpEEt'S   and  one  Trirhich  is   to   be   pub-
lished  in  HOUSEHOLD.   In  addition  I  have  read  many  of  his  unpublished
stories   and   a   chapter   or   so   of' Y!rjiYFj-uilING   SrfiARTGEfi,   the   ~proposed  Ttf,for'k.
He  shovirs  great  talent  and  originality;  and,   I  honestly  believe,
ijr.omises  to  become  aft  outstanding  Southerri  literary  figure.  Orlly  a
hard  struggle  economically  has   so  far.  r¢t&frd6d  him.

Mr.   Aswell's  plan  of  work  seems  very  sound.     In  sc)  far  as
I  klic`v,r  feTjT-  novels   of  this  kind  have   ever   been  attempted  by  i,tt..riters  in
the  South  =-a  treatment  of  the  large  urban  middle  class.  Certainly,
as  outlined,   it  tiyill  be  worthwhile  both  as  a  novel  and  a  social®
s t udy .

RTashville,   a  tot¥¢m  of  the  Old  South  whicln  has   slowly  felt
the  encroachment  of  indu`sfrialism,   is  &n  ideal  setting  for  a  nc>vel.
Born  and  bred  here,  REr.  Aswell  knows  the  to+in  thoroughly.  the  yGdvfiR



fL-tall   is   ,a;rjif-educiitt3cl   and   has   had   :+   hL`+Li-a   struggle.   C!ni:jr   his   gr.i-r£`i
iietermin€=,.ticn  tc   succeed  as   a  t't.ifriter  ha.3  kept  hirri  at  his   stuciy
ciespite   fin&nci€il  after  finariciai   set-back.   tb`Tifiile  iune}iiployed  he  hgid
the  courage  to   support  his  fiimily  through  hacktt,iTor.}c  rather  than  to  go
on  relief .   He   is   1,,r,.-ell   I.e€~id   and  kncFt+i.+s   the   St€`;te   of   `Iennessee   as  v,jell
`.:is   ariyone  t,.f,,Tritina'   th3r`e   today.   I  kno.tt   cf`  no   c>ther   young   Southern
iiuthor'   i+-,fhct  +ti¥Tites   with   the   same   e€ise,   sHioothness,   beauty,   and
versiLtiiity.

Unfortunately  his   present  TS.r.york  on  the  Fedel+t.~il  `y-.rriters  lJroject   is
i  decided  hold  up  to  his  creative  energf es,   for  it  is  necess*rv  that
he   be   editor-in-cThiL3f ,   re+.'*Tite  man,   ijroof   I-.eade}~.,   and  resea±'cfiu~man
i.=il£:'ir!#lied   intc.   c)ne.   If  he   is   given  the   chance   tc2   firiish  t*t;'a¥Fj'irilREG
i;Ti-;£'iINGEr;,   I   am  certain  he  vvTill   pl'oduce   an   excellent   piece   of  'tr,!rork,   one
that  tr,rill  stanc`,  ur`  1,'¥'ith  the  best  iri  F,resent-day  Southern  i,rifl'iting¢.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a, position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Yes

49oiEifr:SArveet::g,t8ihfgDo¥:fitfro]fs:rie£Ld°r¥ssshefg,S'sdu±L;uesdRe:SveeniypaeLESFeunnci3sed.
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December  27,   1939

`    *-+Of i*arse  aifasi±=ruh

REP.   george  fur.   Re¥nolds
Jut lug  fit6genfflald  fund
it9$1  Ellis  Averme
#hica.go,   IlliHoig

Bear  gr=r.   #eyfioldg:

Ipr irited  Ja,meg  H.
iffTiting   i

I  do  not  knfffl  hirm  persofialiy
f or  igoraE  iffhicfi  he  h@~ndilefi,    I
factorily.

i#B : RE
Enc . 1

a.fad  a  think  his

btit   hp±ve  recoriff*eflchedi  him
uriderst&nd,   very  satig-

Sincerely  yours



]unlus  ROsENVAID  FUND
4901  ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate It#r.   James   R.   j}ats¥+,Tell

Report Requested of_.ur_.  John I.  F'rfjdericT£
/

HTortht#¢Tegterri  Un±versitr-.   Ev33.ristsn.   Illinsig

The above+named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 'as a
reference.  The candidate`s plan of work is attached.  Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant.s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study praposed.   Am ewly reply to this inquiry will be Of great assistance in diowing the Fdiowship
Commutee suSftciem time I for adequate considerchon Of the  large "mber Of  candidates  who  apply for
gnat,ts.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

REPORT

f loltngh . PI J**J#r4lco
}

Director  for  Fellowships

I  have   examined  v!rith  much  interest   tlie     ar,r`1ication  gltatie-

ment   accompanying   I,his  report,   f ®rffi.

I   do   not   know  I#rflr.   .hfrswell   personally,   but,   have   been  very

clef initely  interested   in  his  work,   which  I  have  knolflm  of   in

8ever`al  \#Ja}rs,   tiirough  fr.iericJs   and   tlrirough  my  otr/n  r`eading   ex-

perience.        I   regf=rd  him     as  a  i,ruly  promising  young  t*Lfriter.,

and  his   pr.oposal   f or  work  s6ems   to  me  t*felHm   considered„   mature

in  coricept,iori,   feasible   ar-.i.a   eminently  i.F7ort,h  tfl7hil'3.      I   believe

that   the   exterision  of   a  fellciwship   to   R§r`.   j¢LsinfelFwould  have

rr,ore   thaLn  t!-ie  usual  probability  of  r.esulting   in  a  distinguished

OVER



ai`jd  valuaibl€   contributiol-i.        I   i,ak.e  pleasur`e,   t'rier.efore,   in

r.ecommen.ding   its   favoraiJlpr3   consideratiorL

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a, position giving hin opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed--
Position  or  Title                Prof a s s a r__af===...__.Efief3

Address__..__Ei.e_±£ill£±H...c±aI±._.a f   I a ur n a l

4soiEiiei:SArveetn::,t6fL?£gDo¥::itfro±fs:riedLd°r¥ssshefg,S'stJau±L;uesdRe:Sveeni¥eLisFeunncf:sed.



JULIUS  ROSENWALD  FUND
4901  ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fdlowship

Name of Candidate_ +apir.   J8-`mes   a.    ASFtsTall

Report Requested oLuE|LEL.  €.  A+st.fagell

4

===.._..=..i_.=..=.i._ .... EI.arpe]r ..  @F.__  Br_qth±±=_€S+. _. 4.9. _ .... ¥a._g..t.__._. _¥.¥r¢_. .=8±r=eL±.t .     .#1e.iFr_   '¥orl€ .   Gitsr

The above+named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference.  The candidate`s plan of work is attached.  Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant.s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
a_i study propo_ped.   Am early reply to this  ixpquiry win be Of great assistance in diowing the Fdiowship
Committee sufficiem time 9 for adequate considerat+on Of the  large "mber of  candidates  who  apply for
or4"ts.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

REPORT

gdftyyy/.i'Rk#ifrfrfrfs
.I.

Director  for  Fellowships

The  a,Dplicant   is  my  brother.     Consequently  I  know him  very  well  and have
a  very  high  regard.  for  his  abilities  as  a., wr-iter.  but  in  spite  of  our  relationship,
I  do  not  believe  I  am unduly  lenient  or  prejndieed  in his  behalf.

As  an  editor  of  H8,xper  & Brothers,   I  harve  read  the  coxpleted  aha.pters  of
the  novel  which  the  a,i3plicant  has  outlined,  a,nd  I  and ny  colleagues  were  so  greatly
impressed  by  the  quality  of  the  writing,   the  excellence  of  the  characterization,
a.nd  the  whole  feeling  whicF.  the  aha.pters  conveyed  of  a.  certain  t5xpe  of  middle  cl,ass
life  in  an  indnstrial  Southern  tGrm.   tha.t  we  gave  him  a.  contra:et  fop  the  Publication
of  the  book,   and.  made  him  a,n  a,dvance  of  S;350  to  help  him  towards  its  cormletion.
Since  others  besides  myself  were  involved  in  the  awarding  of  this,  contra~ct  and  in
the  editorial  judgment   on  Which  it  wr?„S*rfubr?i,Sod.   I   Can  a§§ure  you,   if  a.Ssur,once   is

ghj:
needed,   the,t  the  decision  wa.a  a..rriire at  in  the  usual  hard-boiled  manner by which
publishers  mf]ke  up  their  minds.   and.  tfiat  mere  sentim.ent  did  not  enter  into  it.

The  facts  which  the  applica.nt  has  outlined  a.bout  himself.   his  bra.ini\ng,   the
work  he  has  done  and  is  doing,   a,nd  t'ne  peculiarly  diffictllt  persf}nal  circumstances
that  have  a,ttended  i-iim  in  the  last  few  yea.rs',   a+re  altogether  true.    He  ha:s  wholly
Supported  himself,   his  wife,   and  child  by writing  for  some  five  or  six  years.     fithich
of  this  writing  ha.f3  `been  publis,bed  in  newspapers  and  small  mags,zines  in  the  South.

OVER

_.  ..__._    .  `  .   __--_.    _.+  '   _  __J



€:i :got:gEt± ±£u¥gg.ktgaj: S:±k:apgfi%f:gh:a ¥.+Er,rot££ ,£o¥€~#ag±.gel :£g #e¥£flg::i i tie aHe  has

Ehae  Are  Our  lives_.

I  believe  I  have  never  known  a  writer  who  worked  harder  a.t  his  writing  than
HLlr  brother,   I+nless  it  was  Thomas  iitolfe.     Bu+,  so  much  of  `his  time  ha,a  necessarily
had  to   be  taken  up  in  the  .writing  tby  which  he  h€Ls  earn.ed  his  living  that  he  has  r!.ot
ha.d  either  th.e  time  or  the  en`er:+=ry  left `over  for  the  cj`5ative  work  which  he  wamts
most-  to   do  cTLnd  Which  he  thought  he  would  be  a,ble   to  do  on  p"  pa,rt  tim.e  basis  Trhen  he
signed  the  contract  with  Ha.rper  & Brothers.

There  has  been,   within  the  last  decade,   something  appro`aching  g~  rem2.issa,nee
of  I.itera,ry  effort  in  the  South,   a,n¢l  many  of  the  liters.ry  fig\ires  that  come  insta,ntly
to  mind  a„s  aLmong  the  best  or  more  signific.mt  American  writers  have  belor.`ged  to  this
movement.     People  like  Thomas  Wolfe,   William.  Fa,ulkner,   Allen  Hate.   Caroline  Gordon,
Roark  Bra,dford,   Robert  Penn  WaLrren,   Richa;rd Wright,   paul  Green,   Jona,than  ng`niels,
Er§kine  Caldwell,   and   in  the  more  populf2,+r  field,   of  collrse,   Margare-t  'ct!£ite,'kell.     A§
a  Southerner,   I  "believe  it  is  no  accident  that  lit®era,ry  activity has  been  greater
in  the  South  than  in  anF  other  section  of  the  country.    The  difference  between.life
as  it  is  lived  in  the  South  and  any  imare  of  the  good.  life  afs  it  might  be  lived  is
undoubt`edly  ,greater  there  than  elsewhere,   and  the  con§ciou§ness  of  this  difference
has  certainly  'oeen  one  of  the  greg,t  tinges  prompting  Southerners  to  write,   just  as
it  h€i.a  alwagr§  been  one  of  t.he  great  ur{ges  to  writers  everywhere.     The  book  which
my  brother pro|5o±e§  to  coxplete  if  he   should be  fortunate  enou.gh  to `cbt,a,in  a, Julin§
Rosenwald  fellowship,   stems  from  this  source.    When  it  is  riritten  and  published,   a,s
it  s`JLrely  will  be  Some  d{ay,   if  not  by  one  mec": §,   then  by  a,notber,   I  an  confident
that  it  Will  be  recognized  .8eds  an  important,  perhaps  brilliant,   contriblltion  tQ
Southern  literatlire.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult tQ obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

#4 ¢„~-q"4  #ezizac:qprJ  a  fl 2n-£. ;;.

Position or Title

Address

Editor  of Ha,roer  &  Brothers

49  Eg*st   53rd

}Tei?!'  York.    is.   Y. ---- ====---i ---- i ---- === ----------- _---_.  ______=__._Date                 Decemb er     16

ieiLfr¥sSs¥B,S'sdumHriRe:Sveeni¥paeLdrsFeunncT:sed.
Please return to the Director for

4sol Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
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Name of Candidate_

JULIUS  ROSENVALD  FUND
4901  ELLIS AVINUE

CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

EL{r.   Jams,a  R.   4£swell

Report Requested of____` f#1r.    G.   Br80-deits

¥he   sou+u:.|*ern  Reviefyftri,   Ba,ton  Rou&4e,   LGuisian#

The above+named candida,te has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference.  The candidate.s plan of work is attached.  Please return it with your statement.

We shall apprecia,te your frank opinion of this apphicant's persoflal cha,racteristies and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
o± study propo.s_ed.   An eon_ly reply to this inqulTy win be Of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time t for adequate consideratlon~ Of the  large "mber Of  candidates  who  apply Sr
or4"ts.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

REPORT

harty yffi .  {pkefij„ !w k
birector  for  Fellowships

D®ar  Mr.   Rsprolds:

I  have  read a  rmrmber  of "r.  Aswellls  stories  and,  think
that  he  has  a  very  rich material  from  which  €®  work.    TEE
SOUTREEN  REVIEff  has  been  very  mu.ch  intqregted  in  him,  and
all  of  us  here  have  considered his  work#$7filled  with a great
deal  ®f  vitality and promise.                     A

It  is almost  idle  to predict  how a first novel  till  fun
out.    BELt  I  have  read  the  description  ®f  Mr.  Aswell's  project
very  capefiilly,  and I  &m. certain  that  hlg novel  will  have  a
great  d®&1  of  force  and power.    His  stories  have  lndlcated
that  h®  has  a  rich background  of  mterialt  and  real  taleifewith
words,

I  do  not  ]mow  Mr.  Asw®11  persormlly,  and  there  will
douttless  be  other people  to  whom  you may  refer for infor"tion
concerm±ng his personalitF.    Yet  I  think  that  there  is a
positive  atwantage  ±n appraising a writer j2]±±][  through his
work.  and  I  have  eonsidersd  that  soak,  I  can  assure  you.
most  carefully.    It  is  my  considered  judgment  that  the  Rosenwald
firmd  will  make  no  mistake  in  granting him a  fellowship  for  the OVER

_    ____     _I



pr®j®ct  h®  has  in  mind.

Sincerelgr  y®ur§ ,

cthEL,S:.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving hin opportunity to utilize his abilities?

1- &~,ft ae 2`ha* frorfuife+

4soLE:lei:Sarveetnu:g,t6±hfgDo£,r:ffiroLfs:rfejLgr¥ssshefg,a,stTau±L;uesdRe::veenL¥eL€sFeunncf3sed.



I  have  read  portions  of  .Tj§}±±±±fg=±±gL §±±§±gg±±  in  manuscript  and  almost

everything  else  that  REP.  Aswell  has  written.     The  scope  of  his  projected

novel  is  as  broad  &s  his  grasp  of  his  material  is  firm.    On  the  basis  of

nay.  thorongh  familiarity with  his  work  and  our  recent  but  fairly  intensive

acquaintance,   I  have  no  hesitation  in  recoH]mending  him  €s  one  of  the  most

talented  and  versatile  of  the  younger  Southern writers.

Writiflg  of  what  he  Calls  the  "1al.ge  urban  middle  class,"  he  neverthe-

less  knows  the  rural  as  well  as  the  industrial  South,  both white  and  black,

and  can  repl.esent  with  equal  atlthority  and  skill  workingman,  farmer,

professional  and  business  types.    Underlying  his  varied  knowledge  and

experience  of  the  South  is  his  background  in  folk  life  and  tradition.    This

folk  basis  makes  his  work  rich  not  only  in  character  but  in  speech  and,

above  all,   in  humor.    His  mast3ry  of  yams  and  "rough  horseplay"  is  seen

in  his  contributions  to  the  forthcoming  volume  of  Tennessee  tall  tales,

God  Bless  the  Devil:     (Universitjv  of  REorth  Carolim  Press).

Through  his  work  on  the  Tenne.ssee  Writers'  Project  as  well  as  on  the

Tennessee  newspapers,  he  has  had  ample  opportunity  to  observe  and  study

the  political  and  economic  conditions  df  the  South,  past  and  present.

(See  his  contributions  to  These  Are  Our  Lives,  University  of  REorthi

Carolina  Press}.    He  is  a  serious  and  conscientious  chaftsm&n  and  a

sensitive  and  intelligent  interpreter.    I  have  great  faith  in  his

literary  promise  and  in  his  regional  significance.
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JULIUS  ROSENWALD  FUND
4901  ELLIS AVENUE

A          CH ICAG O

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate S,-fir.   James  R.   i_s¥Frell

Dr.  a.   A.   Bo#£±nReport Requested of__.L±±E

Universit}j~   of  Okla.homa,   RTc}rm8`n

The above+named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference.  The candidate.s plan of work is attached.  Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant`s personal characteristics and quntifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
a_i study propo_s_ed.   An early reply to this inquiry will be Of great assistance in diowing the Fellowship
Commutee swfficieut time i for adequate corrsideratlon Of the  large nvimber Of  candidates  who  apply far
or4"ts.

Your reply will be beld in strictest confidence.

REPORT

ha`ed7.4EL.Le&*t¢£giv,Sfu*:`iSed±O
`'\

Director  for  Fellowships

I  have  read  portions  of iFJ&yfaring  Stranger  in manuscript  and  ahaost  every-
--_       --_   -_--+     _    .-.-===--_  ====_==:+==:_=__::i  _   -

thing  else  that btITr.  Aswell  has  ln7ritten.  The  scope  of  his  projected  novel  is  as

broad  as  his  grasp  of  his  material  is  firm®  On the  basis  of my  thorough  familiar-

ity with his worLr and  our  recent  but  fairly  intensive  acqu&ifitance,  I  have  no

hesitation  in recommending  hin as  one  of the most  talented  and versatile  of the

younger  Southern writers.

Writing  ®f what  he  calls  the  f'1arge  urban middle  class,'*  he  nevertheless

kncws  the  ru.Pal.{',as  well  as  the  industrial  South,  both white  and  black,  arid  cam
`

represent  with  equal  authority  and  skill workingran,  farmier,  professional  and

business  types.  ?_Tnderlying  his  varied  lmow.ledge  and  exper±en®e  of  the  South  is

OVER
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?                                      a
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Field:   S¥esffiLfe#ffife   Sg£#&*fafe#nggr

Pta Of Work
RE#  rfuifestng  ##  gb  #Smefr  asELsrfu  Wng##ti£±fig;gr  #tranffS##   tiS  th#ffl"fa  ##  faife

:¥:¥S#£#ffi£#:mi::ffREE£"¥£¥ffig#di££#fi¥%rfe#gfi#E¥#IrfaTh&#ife¥#ife#pe±£#:?d£#ife
fro"*     #Srfueds    ff#RE  "8  rfu#ffis  Sg  ife#  #&#RE ffiar  *®  #rfuffi  fidirdSIr##ffiiffiL Ir*as#ffi*

Ssstsffi  fis  #eegasS.     #asts&ELS  rfuaar¥quffiffifi  ff£  ###ife  Si#ifeife  faS   fy#eelma  ifeffifaELffi
fa©#i]i:i:I!:i£*aiaeg  ife£  S##fi  #*S#  thprEL  k#rfe#  &g  prasgifeiffi*

Personal Dctc[

Undergradudre Work

Gpaduut® Work

Expedenc®

AccompHshments

REifeiiEEL-ELffiifersS

B€#:lima  REife#irrFflELffi#    #ffiREffiffis#S*   RE&#Shi#   EL#EL*      REffiREi#di#
"##  #fa*1ck#
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Ages         # ff
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rfufirfe   ffiife#&ifeife   ire

E#RE#

*fr  frS  ffife&±rfuftffi  ftyr  Thffi
ffiELfi  ire

#g  ffiar*fa ifeffise

References
#*   ¥.   ###th#   #iRE*frop*  #inL£:rFS##±ftyF  gr£  RT#grEfa  ffafffiffim&  ifeffiffias
¥ +   ti+  H ffi#ifeE&*   ife=;;;:Effi::Leriffi®ffifa   as#  ifegrl£rfu#   ifefiiFiegr#£fty   Sf   ffiREffiifelaaeae,
E*  ¢*   4asnglgli#   ##q#fe  REiafifa#gr£   Eifeargr##  &  ###faha#ffi

#;ha¥¥¥ife#:££:£:rstrfa#apfaffifaffi£&ife¥&¥:##ffF##¥#ife#FEfffiffty
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From Fund

ife£RE£RE

ffiRE#
#  ifeffi   es¢ffiffi   froffi  hi:mLeefirmeife#

AMOUNT GBANTD



James  8.  ASFTen
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In -19%8,  REhenT`I  f±rdrfued  high  S€hcol,  I  fflemt  t®  evork  for  the  ifegh-

jE±±± =B_±±±!!±=±±±= as  edb reporter  ®n  the  pelice  round+    fafter a  fen months  ®f

thl8 I "&s transferred to geneml assigREent£.   In addition,  I substituted

for the msi€ and drama eriti€s evben need arose and Has given m€h fe&trrs

vy®rk.    I.ate in the fro11®rdng Fear drastic  salary re]drctiena "ere ardeaed.

ELrding that ny pay envelope mos held  just about enough t® pay for lrm€he§

and trausperfetion,  I quit the §±g±!gg= and began freeilanGing.

At the time,  I reaLlised that I had too little experiene© to unite
i

for the better markets,  bde €hat there might be a €haacS gt the very bottou.

Therefore,  I ained at  the  amll denCimiREti®rml mng&cknes and vy&S  able  to

sell them short steri®s &nd f&¢t arti$1ss~ermugh of them to pay for mar upr

keep.   In the mcantlme I  studied evertyhing I could find on uniting-teat-

bock5,  dismal rmiters'  mgr£±ne5,  and all.    I ur®te esgsys,  aket¢bes,  and

short stories  for pm€tice.    I unlk.ed the  streets Of REa§haille,  reamed ln.

the hills,  &tt€mded ancti®rs,  revivel§,  market drF3 on the Square,  eourt-

trials,  and  so  ou and ±g ®n,  filling lo®s©1esf binders rdth notes.   RE®Bt ®f

it,  even the  Surd&F Seha®1  stories,  eviEs  caEeellent prm€tlce.

Part of the  support of ny family I?ll to me a:urine the hard years

of  the  d©presgion and  lt REs  ne€esgary for me  to  grind out  enormous  q.uifemti~

ties  ®f this deneminatiorml ha€kecrk bees:use there w:as a ready market for it.

One m&g&sine,  EEg €hrdlenE£.  a weeny Baptist  Story paper fen hate  teemcage



Jones R.  ds#ell
i

E=

Prof©ssi®rml  Etryerienee
a

anifi edrfut readers,  I "as finally rsritimg almost in its entirety excspt for

the  inBp:L]ratlenal  edit®riuls.    Urider a vrari€ty of pg€irdonyrms,  I urrote  each

Week  for  this  magrB±ne5  {1)  A  Bhort  Story  {£}  A serial  ehaptsr  {S}  fr f&€t

article  (4)  Pages on a]rtulmisiutocks,  ScieHtific developr6uts ®r tREv©l

{5}  Short filler articles.    "iB meant &pgrexirmtely 50,00@ words i month

c®Htributed t®  this  one  source,  &t  fren a fourth te fa halfL¢eife a ngord.

Else  I  tma[rmed out  shorts  and ±irti€1eg  for ®thar demmirmtiomal mag&ain©s.

All told,  between 198® and 1958,  I RTote and  sold uere  than 1,®ae  short

stories,  serlalsi  articheg,  and sketches to Such usrk©ts.

I tried t® 1£arm B®m€thing free every story and article and to do

each &s nell as possible within the rsmor editorial Bpeclficatiors of the
r

magr3inea.    Thenever I  Could  gquee&e time thou the  grind,  I avrote  shaft

st®ri©s iHtsrded for the qufllity markets.   Ag a reaction to the  gHeetness

art ligfro of my haeedrand+butter iF®Hk,  these stories ffere b"tel sledge~

hiHRErer thlng8,  bristling rdth rapes,  I=111ings,  1peching8,  and  general

s&vegery.   I began getting aetes from editors instead Of f®" rejection

Slips.    Here ±!±rs  tee  that RES  typical,  oac  from Henry Geddard Leech,  the

other from ffiiit Burnetts  ftfflell imitten,  dr&rati€,  but  toe+ grlm«-t]ThsBe

are both e=€ellent  stories,  but mar Goal    Stieh raw meat  Could not be  sSHt

thr®ngh the ndls!«

Then §±gE t®ck One,  EE±=pg='± another,  Houaehald a third.    But

Lt iRFas  extrenely difficult to follow these leeks.   This €verhasting hack-

Hark her to be doac before emathing else bee&use "e bed to eat and the Stuff

Has  Certain to  sell.   Art by the  tire I hed done 5® or 40 thousand sends

®f it a month,  I hadi praeticalty nothing left in me.

In 1957  I  subrfutted  four  €hapter@  of a  novel,  REA¥EfiHIRE  gTREEiGffi3



.     James R.  dsHen
L

Frofessienal Experience
3

to .Eg=]g±±lg and re€®1ved an _rdvRE€®  and a  c®ntr&ct  for  that and  tRTo more

novels.    (gee  Er®E=±!ss !g E±±g Section of  thB E±± gf ffgE!E}

In the  spring Of 1958 the vyasELngton ®ffi€e of the Federal ifeitersl

P]roject had ne app®1nted  state  editor ®f  the  Tennes8©S froje€t.    fry  job avas

to prepare  the ±e±xp=e_gg§€ j==±±§± for press.    Io  give an edequrate  idea of the

aperienee gedned in this work,  it iB necesscary to describe bri©ftry the

qu±ality Of the project as  I found it.

The .E±p±±pe±±±± ff±±§g  a  £65,eec  eyord v®lrme,  had been in pr€pars-

tion for tffl®-and-ajihalf years.       ne of the mELterinl had been &ecepted as

paress-c®pgr ty the W&8hington  editors.    I  found  that,  &g it  St®ed,  it was an

qp±:L&ing  jumble  of frilly-to-illiterate vErifeing,  sweeping gener&1izati®n§ ,
r

groundless  suppogitLoas,  and doubtful blocks ¢f flgure§.   Else  there were
Whale pages  ¢®pied wend for ngerd and ththeut quotes from eesifty &vaihable

source books.    HBpeedal]jr Has  this  true  ®f  the  essay sectL®n.    T#®  Out  Of

three of the professional uriter3 ®n the iroject,  after trying veifafty te make

heedRE&y,  hnd quit in disgust.    ene  of the  editors Hho_proceeded me had been

a r&L1#&y maLll  clerk before ke had been disehaged for drurfeermess.    The

project her been a e&tehr&11 fen persons  too ineenpebe"t or aged to  stsy on

other pgrojeetg.    The director ev:aa an ex-Garibellite preacher who  Could not

Spell three  coaseoutive i#ords  coFTeetly,  did not lm®ff a phrase from a sem

ten€e,  are Fee insisted on rermiting all ¢opF.   *ms  se€®rd-irbeommand "&8

an ex-bootlegger' a  delivery bay and rt=bber  propftyha€tLc  salesman.    {1 am &fflare

that this  geunds like wild exaggeration,  but it is only a tiny fraction of

the howling reallty}.   Foriumtely these tro men aere discharged before it
V'

"s too late,
fit least half ®f the  eggagr 8e€tion vy&s  s® iRE€€urate  that it hrh
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to be discnded outright.   RIany of the ess&FB,  then,  had to be §trted free

scratch.    It Has up to me  t®  ds  then frou research to  press  e®]pgr,  S][±a  to d®

1t I  had  to acquire  a  €ompr©heRE±ve background in the more imjperhat phag®s

of the  develapmeut ®f  ¥ermessee,  snfl-incidenteltyL"ra,bs®rbed "eh more  t]::aan

Could be  €omgregaed  ln fa  90,Oeo ngord  eBBay group.    In edd±tion to  the  egsgys,

I hed  to respite m®s!t  ®f  the  City and  tour  €®FF,    This,  t®®,  dequrded  ¢®R-

sider&ble research which I ha,a to do nyself .

As  seen as  the g±±±g mag  cenpleted,  I  concentrated on hire Hstories

for  the ±±=g ±g g±g gg±±±± =S=_@=E±±±,  plarmed bgr the  Uulverg±ty Of  mrth  €aroran&

Press.    I FTrot® asfi e®1habor&ted en fifty of these.   "e first volume, gbe

±=± g=== ±±¥±fty  coHthed nine  stories upon "hich I had ffiorked.    The  ®thfrs

hfve been aceepted7 for future p[u.bneetien by ¥¥r.  I.  Couch,  Birectar ®f the

tress.   Life hist®rie8
+#`

a me fl®shrand-blood illustratiofls  of the  soei±i;th

and  S¢onomic prchlens  I  haft  gtutied in prepari]qig ©agays  for the g±EE.

Then iif© hist®r5r wofik rag  texporarily gnispended,  ffashington  Sgut

m©  t® B±rmingfaan to refirite the essay Se€tion of  the ±±±;ng g±9±.   Ilere,

ny experience evith the lgr±HE_±±±±L±±+±_ ±±±±±± REus  repcated*    ifen raorgalantion

of the ffl*itersl  Projects  was begtmin JdrF,  I  r€tunr'ned hrme jrmd begri irork

on tro  bo®kss  {1)  A  S`arveF of a ifest  Term,e8see  farm  community,  enrirfng

the  life history techHiqpe  {£)  fi v®1une  ®f Termessee  f®1][  tales.    Both RTgre

spofi§ored bar the  Urfuversity of H®rth  GaroHnEa Pregg.
£The_velrme  ®f f®It t&1esi  g±± g±sgg I±g P§¥±±ii  hpst  just been

seat to press.    Or the twenty-8ix`stories,  I esrote  sixteen,  edited the otkegs,

&nd  coHtr±buted  &n  appendix  of fq±ousti€  ngord8  and  exparesBlo]aLs::a.    se  pr€Sent

I  &m wonkimg  on the farm  €ounmity gurveF,  which I hope  to have dens ty       a

&prfl,
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behind  a  whits  cloudi  spyiri±j: douri  to  see  if  any  little  bops

are  disofoeying  their  mobhsrs.    Ee  finger's  a  t>olt  of  lightning

eagerly.    #&vid  is  e*¥traordinarily  catitions  &t}out  t*q¥hat  he

does  if  there  is  the  le,ast  Speck  of  a  cloud  in  the  stry.    As

fop  Christ,  ff avid  seas  him  in  the  likeness  Sf  tHhepcHlar

I'.ilr.   Johnson  who  lives  from:i  the  stpe©t.     He   sees  a  pale   8ici=-

1y  Foung  man  who  lets  p®opl©  slap  him without  striking  fo&ck.
-D&vidls  current  hsro  is   J§ss  tyt!fa+ill&I`d;     he  do©sn't   think

much  of  Christ.    Later,  when he  finds  tehat  by  some   strange

in€xplieable  process  J©sus  andi  the  teiiri+tel©  old  g&ff©r  be-

hind  the  clouds  are  one  and  the   sea:±ie,  he  fears  Christ  &1sQ.

Rff4£any  are  the  nights  he  wakes  in  a   sweating  erarfip  Of  fear

from nightmares  of  being  pounced  upon  by  that  terri7Dle  old

Hi&n.    Though he  hears  considerable  talk  about  the  #evil

and  is  afp&id  h®  mi.ght  fee  croucfaing  in  ssme  dark  corner  of

the  cellar,  ¥#avid  is  not  Hrmch  coHcerHed  over  hiffi.     The

Bevil  is  like   $1d  ¥i&w  Head  and  Bloody  Bones  urho  ¢&n  make

you  sctittle  in  out  of  the  night  when  you  don't  feeliev©  in
him  at  all*    The  old  man  is  Eavid's  ffevil.    There  isn't

rc}om  in  his  pantheon  for  another.
i-#jhen  Havid  is  twelve  h©  ccmes  into  vi#1©nt  conflict

with  the  m®I`©s  of  the family  over  the  sufaject  of  Evolution.

jEvoltlt-ion  hag  enthralled  hiffi,  he  has  pe&d  everything  he

could  get  on  it.    He  has  talked Evolution  pretty  fpsely
with  other  `Sogrs.     He  has  built  up  &n  gREiazing  knack  fop       a

twisting  his  fsattlFSs  apishly,  for  swinging  throtlgh  the
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James  Robert  Aswell Fieldi  #r8a+uive  T.jTriting

St€rde  Editor,  ¥enri.essee  --i.¥Srriters I  Project
George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers,  Hashville

Plow  Of Work
The  T¥riting  of  a  novel  ca.lied T7ayfaring  Stranger,  to  tree.t  of  the

childhood,  adolescence  and young  marfuood  of  David  Sevier;  through  .kin  is  told  the
Story  of  a  middle  class  southern  family  in  its  rela,tion  to a  time,  a  i3eople,  rand  a
tovm.    Period:    From.  the  close  of  the  TdTorld  Tifer  to  the  mid-depression years.

Seeks  no  degree.    Probable  drtration  of  TTor?£  eight  to  twelve  months
beginning  as  soon  after  April  1940  as  possible.

Personch  Dctcz

Undergraducte Work

Grachrd® Work

Experience

Accomphihments

Publicaiiions:

Born  ±'Jasirville,   Iennessee,  E`tjhfarch,   1911.     E\=€arried,
one  child.

Reporter,  RTashville  Banner,  19£8-29;  free  lance  RTiter,
19£9-58;  State  Editor,  ¥ennessee  ¥Jriters'  Project,  19,58  -,
$2100 .

Age:        a 9

More  than  1600  short  stories,  serials,  and articles  for  small
magazines;  short  stories  in §±gE[,  September,  1956,  and
±5g±=p±=±±,  ¥S€arcir,  1958;   Several  sections  of  the  lermessee  Guides
short  stories  in These  Are  Our  Lives  and  in  God  Bless  the  Devil
{to  be  published ty  the  Universiisr  of  fforth Carolilra  Press} .

Referencesi,7ir.  I.  Couch,  Director,  University  of  }iorth  Carolina Press
8.  A.  Botkin,  Department  of English,  tinjiniversity  of  Okiahom£
E.  C.  Aswell,  Book  Editor,  Harper  &  Brothers
a.  Brooks,  jLssociate  Editor,  The  Southern  Revie¥if,  BaJu-on Rouge Budget  Sunrmany

Tchch  Amount  Needed     #2200.00

=¥ fEItcont        HnI*
-x-   fas   e®dypefr;8   frQffi   ir8LCTffi{-Ork.

AMOUNT GRANTED
.tot    ..i;     .      i

__   .__I

John  I'.  Fredericl=,  DepeLrdment  of  English,  PJorthtrFestern  Univer*gitgr
Jack  H.  Boone,  Department  of  English,  University  of  Iorra
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Jones R.  fisHeu

pREFrsslousfiL  RTREIERE€E

fft~~. *a&~Lp_ iah-:I.in *                      t¥tastae5€ae

FLE'A.t=I-    i?i  .

In 19£8,  When I  finished high scha®1,  I "ent to Hork for the  Hinshr

z±±±g Banner as  cub reporter  on the police roREd.   After & few months  of

thlB I eras  transferred to general &ssigBments.   In addition,  I  substituted

for the nmgie  art drama  eriti¢s  REkem need -arose and TEas  given much feature

"ork.    hate in the f®11ordng Fear dr&st±€  3alap reduetioRE REsre  Ordered.

EL][iding  that ingr pay eavel®pe  now bald  5ust about  enough t® pay for lunches

and trangportatiop,  I quit the .Bgpp=e±_ art began fr€eTIREeing.

&t the time,  I realiBed that I hed tool little exprienee to rmite

for the better markets,  but that there migife be a chance &t the very b®tten.

rmeref®re,  I  aimed  &t  the  srmli den®min&tiorml mng&8ineg  and "&s  able  to

Sell them shaft stories and fact arti€1egutnough of then to pay for my upl

keep.   In the meantime I Strdied eveathing I could fire ou writing-terfu

bocks,  dismal REitersI  rmg&zineg,  and all.    I arote ess5iyB,  sket¢nes,  and

short st®ri®S for pmctice.    I RElked the streetB of Hdshwhlle,  reamed in

the hills,  attended Eu€tioes,  reirival5,  market days on the gq:tmre,  court-

tri&1S,  and  go  ®n and gg ®n,  filling looBeleaf bird€rg fflFith notes.      G#egt Of

lt,  even the  Sund£F Sehool  st¢rie£,  RES  ex€elleut practice.

Part of the  support ®f my femiky fell to ne dRTing the hard years

of the  drpreBsion and  lt TENfig  necessary for me  t®  grind  out en®mous  quanta-

ties  of this denonin&tioral ha€ha®rk because there ffltis a reedy market for it.
I

One mgaEine,  E±± €hallenge]  a "®ekly Baptist  story p¥per for laLte teed+nee
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and ed;ult rcader§,  I RE&s fimllgr veriting almost in its gutirety except for

the iuspiratiorml editorials.   Under a lrariety of p§gutonymrs,  I mote  e&eh`

week  for  this mngE&iae§  {1}  fi ghart  story  {£)  fr serial  Chapter  {§}  fi fact

article  {4}  PEge3 en art-usle-becks,  g€ienti i€ devel®pnents er travel

(5}  Shalt filler artl€1es.    Th±S meant xpprex±REtely g8,ass soirdg a mouth

€®Htributed to  this  ®ae  gouree,  &t frou a fourth t®` a halfuteHt a vy®rd.

Also  I trmed out  shart3 and &rfelcles  for other d®neniratl®rml RELgrgines.

All  told,  betREeen 1950  and  1958,  I  rmote land  5®1d more  thREL1,600  5hart

storiesS  sericks,  articles,  are gk©tches to such markets.

I tried to lesrm Sanething fren every St®ry and article and to do

esL¢h as "ell &g possible rdthin the rmmow editorlel specifiesti®RE  ®f the

pagagines.   Hhenever I  Could  squeeze tine drou the grind,  I ur®te short

stories intended  for the qi:=rditF markets.   As a reaction to the aHeetaess

and light of mgr breadutmd-btitter cork,  these stories RTere brutal gledge-

bemer things,  brigtling rdth rapes,  killings,  1rmchings,  and general

savagery.   I began gatting aetes free editors instead Of form re5e€tien

slips.    Here are  t"®  that ere  typieed,  One  from Henry GoddREd lre&eh,  the

other free Thit Burnetti    «ifell uritten,  drREtic,  but t®® grimfl-«These

are both ex€€11ent  Storiea,  but ny &ed!    ffiich mw Ecat  could not be  Sent

through the Erfusi "

Then £±gE t®ck ons,  E=p±='£ amothar,  HCiuseh®1d a third.    But

it mag extremely difficult to fellow these lets.   This everlasting hack-

work had to be dens before agivhipg  else bees:tise ve had t® eat and the  stuff

was  €ertsin to  sell.    find ty the  time  I  had done  Str~;d# 4S rt;housap[]d wards

®f ±t a mouth,  I had practically n®thlng left in~ne.

r~              Itr.1997 I  s`±haitted four Chapters  of a novel,  E#LEf=¥±=qg StrREer.
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to .Ifty!1EL±±±g'E art rs€eived an ndv:anee  and a  €®Hha®t  for  that end  two more
/

xpprels.    {See  Progress !g EEE± Section of the E±±E g£ EgE}

hat.the  €pring ®f 19$8 the ifeshlngten ,office ®f the Federal ifeitersf

Project hed me appeinted state  editor  ®f  the ¥8nness€e  Ero5Set.   Hfty  job Has

to  prep±a]pe the  Tsnneasee fi±±E± for press.    Te  give an adeq-unte  idea of the

apearienee griLined in th±8 work,  it is ne€es3ary to destRTibe briefly the

ffuslity ®f the project as I found it.
The  Teneg§ee  Gulde,  a £65,OC® vend volume,  had been in grepara-

tlon fop trongndrd-half Fears.   REjne Of the mterial had been &€eepted &s

press-€q]pgr ty the RE&ghingt®n ed±torg.    I  fround  that,  as  it  stoed,  1t fflEs  an

€mafiing  5urfele of frllky-to+111Lte"te =rmltlng,  svyeeping genersllaetioes,

groourdless  REpapsltion5,  end doubtful blocks ®f flgure8.    &1g® there fier®

whole pages  Copied soand for word and without quotes free easily &vaihable

source b®cks.    Egpeedalky Res this  true of the esssiy section.    ifeo out of

three Of the pr®f®Sst®rml uriterg  ca the project,  after tgivng veinky t® make

heed:iimaF,  had quit in disgust.    One  of the  edLt®rs whth grec€eded ne had been

a arailii!mfry rail  clerfe before he had been dis€hanged  for drunkerm©Bs.    The

paroje€t hed been a eetchrall for persons too 1n€oxpete"t or &ged t®  stay on

®tker pr®jeets.    The director imas  an ex-€adrbellite prcaeher VIha-could not

Spell three consecatlve words eorme€tlF,  did net ]mor a phrase free a sen-

tence,  art yet insisted en sefflriting all €®gr.   ms  Second-ibc®rmand RES

an ex-bo®tleggerls  dellv`ary bay and rubber pr®pftyhaetie  salegHrm.  (I am &REare

that thlg sounds 11l=e rdld exaggeration,  but it i8 only a tiny fro€ti®n of

the.,, howling reality).   Ferttmately these two men urene discharged before it
tin

"&g  too late,

fit least half ®f the esga:F s©etien REs  so inacoumte bhat it had
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to b€  diBcaarded  outrlgfro.    REany Of  the  esg&FS,  than,  had  t® b®  @trrtea from

3er&tch.    It ur&g xp to me  ifeo  d®  then  fron research to  press  eoFT,  amfi  to  d®
`

it  I had  t® &€;quire a €®IBprchersive bedkgr®una in the more imporhaut  Fhaes

®f  the  &evelopmsHt  Of  TeENLessee,  and~incid©ntalftyL-rs.bserbed mmeh more  thro+

e®uld be  Compressed i:i± a gS,Sce Hard  essay group.    rm edditien  to  the  ©Bsays,

I  had  to  r8i!g']rit© nrost  of  the  City and  tour  eopF.    This,  boo,  &eREnded  com

side]rable rege&r¢h which I  had to d® nyself .

fi,s=!  soon as  the j==±±§g rag  €onpleted,  I  €®n€€utca±ed  on life  histories

for  the Ei±fa E=;i ff±g §g=±:E!;i §±==±±±fa  plrmned  ty  the  uiniversity  ®f  iferth  GaroliRE

PresEi.    I  ¥rair®te  and  €olLrfe®=rated  en fifty of  these.    The  first  volume,  E±£gg

ife £±;!!!=± E±E:}!::=fr   €®ntalHed  nina5±  St®ri©S  upeniHhi®h  I  hid  fty®Ek.ed.     The  oth®r§

haws been feeepted for future prblicatiorL-ty W.I.  6ouch,  BiSectar of the

tress.   Life mstories gavs me fleshrard-blond int±strations or the s®efal

and ®eonenie probl€us  I had Studied in preparing essays for the fi±±fi±.

en life history "ork Res temporarily gusperded,  ifeshingtena sent

me  to Blminghan to reunite  the  essay seetien Of  the ±±gifeEriL G`Lide.    Here,

nngr experience evith the  T©REess§e &±§± RES repeated.   Then rsorganization

®f the ELiterg'  Projects wfrs begun ln JulF,  I rethrmed hens anfi began sork

®fi tr® b®®k§g  {1)  fi  survey of a West  ¥ermessee  fern  ¢emunmlty,  expleying

the life history tecfanique  {£}  & velrme Of Temessee folk tales.    B®th Were

Bponsored ty the Uhivemsity ®f REbrth €ar®1irm Fbess.

Bless ¥he betil!The volREe of folk tele§i £±§ !±±gg E± hag  just been

sent  t® ppesg.    Of the  tmaHtF-Six gt®ries,  I avrote  gi=deeen,  edited the  ®ther5,

gnd €®ntributed an appendix of idiCiREti€ "®rd5  and  expRE§si®us.    fit present

I  an RE®rl=iHg  ®n the  farm  €onrmnity gurveF,  grhieh I  bepe  t®  have  done bF

_ftrmll.
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In  the  T]EHRTEgEEE  GUIBE   {Viking  Press} :

Folklore : EEg RE RE
The   Workl=±_g  JifeE.''    T'=    I

Gorm©rce  fi±E  E±£±±±±±=E

RTatur&1 g_ettinff

History  And  Goverrment

Itel_i8ici_n

Edncation

_AgriQulture

REusi¢

nashville

j±2±±:     In  &dditien,  I  I.©wrote  and  reorganized  bh©  reffi&in-ing  essay,  city,  antl  tour  copy,  suppleffienting  it
with much  new  material  fren mF  own  research.  E}hus,
the  g©ctiens  which  I  did  not  write  from  start  to
finish  can  be  counted  &s  coll&bor&tions.

In  TRESH  ifeRffi   OUR  LIV¥ls (Hniversity  of  RIopth  Carolina  Pr©ss} :

IId  R&th©r  Die

_ - _ __-i



Jan©s  R.   &sw©11
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Lived  Too RE
It' a  A  Chi*isti&n F&ctor¥

en  The  Road  To  Sh©riff

. . .And  Costs

gas Grand RE
Easier EL
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Two  other  stories  from which  I  cut  my  bF-1ins,  rather
than  have  it  &pp©ar  on  all  of  the  T®nness©e  stories,  are:

t/

Solid  Time

Till  Tlhe  River  Rises

E± :   £:::a:£:;::a:e:fig:::z:%f:no:n:h:::r::;::: a g±d¥yT::t
necessary  to  go  over  the  fori©f  first  sketches  sent
in  by  the  field workers,  then  send detailed  question-
n&ire  fop  ©&ch  c&s©.     Sft®n  tlnree  and  four:.  sets  of
qH©stions  had  to  t}e   sent  b©for©  one  interview  was
s&tisf&ctory  for  final  writing.    ¥hes©  questions,  of
eours©,  were  over  and  above  the  general  question-
naipe  prepared  by  Couchls  staff for  ail  field work-
era.    After  the  shorthand notes  on  each  iflt©rview
had  fo©©n  branscrib©d,  I  then  reorganized  the  storgr,
cutting  pep©titions  and meaningless  digressions,
and  eliminating  &s  far  &s  possible  the  meehanic&1
question-antl-&nrmer  fs£±,  1©+£t  by  the  qu©stiormair-
eg,

In  Gee  ELffijg8  TRE  REVILt   {to  be  published  try  Univ©psitF  of
North  G&r.olina  Pr©ss} :

Bref&ce_       =         _     _I_T=     ___    ___    _=

RE_.F9=iife
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ffie-Goon

Tirme  To  Call  Titus
:___.___rT       =__:            _   I_    i        __  T_.I-JT  ==         _  _.=_=___   ==  L===

Fiddlepl s  Bram

Eta ERE ff E±
Eg EL ff
Snake

_ng_illsaR§_

River

Of  #©  ¥FiREens

-Goqut_FF_

Little
Lust©p

iERE FEE
An  Be  Bevil__-i  -__        --_   --:    _   I-_._____   =___-.i

E2RE ± E± is±
'+fad se se

E22± Kill_ing ife
RE fty ife

Going

The  Li&±.sl   B©neh:
Idiom&tio

A  List  Of__=T          _:___=  __T._____J=          `=  ____=

S SLLAB0EifeT I RES :

ife _Bt_ep_hen

E !E± E±±E Breath ff ¥±ffE±
Six
.L==

Hundred  Honest  Pounds

EE±E±:    This  book  h&S  just  been-delivered  to  the  Thiversityof  RTopth  Garolin&  Press.     It  will  be  printed  in
e&ply  spring.    I  have  a  complete  set  of  carbon  cop-
ies  if  they  are  required  for  inspection by  the  Fel-
1owship  Gormiitt6e.

The  above   statements  conc©pning  Fe`der&1  ¥H+friterisl
Project  books  can  b©  verified  by:

William  R.  fficE}aniel,  #irector,
Te]rmessee   rty+#ifeit©rsl    gpoject,
George  Peabody  College  For  Te&ch©rs,
Nashville,  Termessee.
RE.   I.   Couch
BojE  510
Chapel  ffill,  E[.  a.
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tgf'Jfr¥FARIREG   f++ilFiARTGffR   {tentative   title;   estim&t8d  length,

150,COO  words}   is  laid  in  Gal.cliff   {H&shville  in  all  but

name},  an  old  Southern  market  town  in  the  process  of  in-

dustrialization.    ¥javid.  gevierls  family might  be  called

the  Southern  middle  class  in  microcosm.    His  grandpa,rents

are  tr.&nspl&nted  country  folk  and  literally  represent  the
recent  agrieultur&1  past  of  the  family.    #randmoth©r  Furgu-

son's  mind  lives  in  the  old  iiays  when  she  was  a  farm-wife.

G.I-.&ndfatker  iEttirgusen  is  the  t}ackwoods  past  of  hfird  drink-

ing  and  tall  tale  telling,  of mighty  eating,  rough horse-

play,  of  great  good humor  that  can  suddenly  turn  into  blind
fur i e a a

The  Sevi©r  family  is  dominated  by  fEetty,  a  heavy  posi-

tive  woman  of  almost  savage  vigor  who  is  determined  to

lift  the  family  b¥  its  bootstraps.    Hetty  is  the  antithesis
of  iffiagination.    Her  mind  cannot  reach  be®yond  triinEs  felt,

seen,  tasted,  hsard.    Her  devouring  ambition  takes  the  form
``.

of  RE&n&ging  &fld  Perfect  I`.¥£otherhood®     Her  home  ffiust  be   the
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cleanest,  largest,  gind most  ornately  stuffed  in  the  neigh-

borhood.    Her  childr#n,  b¥   t±ieir  manners,  g,r&des  in  school,

and  so  on,  rust  always  reflect  glory  on  their  mother  who

made  them  what  they  are.     The  children  ar.©  eHt©ns.ions  of

herself  which  she  industriously  &tteffipts  moldiing  to  carry

out  the  various  aims  which  she,  in  her  oirm  person  &s  a

woman,   is  unable  to  accomplish.    This  is  the  central  threa&

of  Hettyls  story.    jib  first  Hetty  is  religious  in  an  off-
hdLand  cenv©ntional  m&rmer,  btlt  finally  there  is  room  in  her

for  nothing  but  worship  at  h©±-9  -Dim  shrine.     t#then  her  wish-

es  are  cr'ossed,  Hetty  sees  a  blasphemous  revolt  &g&inst  di-

vinely  ordained  authority.    She  feels  sincerely  justified
in  taking  the  h&r&hest  measures  to  crush  t,hat  revolt*

Joseph  Sevier,  a  qu.let  geritle  little  man,  a  skilled

artisan,  was  sw&mped  by  the  burly  Scotch-Irish  furgusons

after  he  married  Hetty*    He  is  an  inarticulate  figure  ffiov-

ing  in  the  background,  a  means  to  Hetty  for  be€¥etting

children  and  supporting  them.    The  home  is  Hettyls,  flat

his,  and  to  all  intents  he  is  th©r©  only  under  surf.erance*

Thomas  f2:eviep,  D&vidls  older  t}rother,   is  a  logical

second  generation  development  of  Hetty--intelligent,  m©thodi-

c&1,  matter-of-fact,   ambitious.     Mary  fue  is  Hett}Tls  foggy

ideal  of  Perfect  E¢9#omar-ihood,   got   from  cheap  novels,  iffiovi©s,

and  the  REethodist  Church*     She  is  pretty,  mindless,  prudish,

babbling  and  exGeedifigly  ignorant.
®

Bavid  Sevier  is  the  odd  one  of  the  £'artlilF  and  of  him
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Hetty  is  half-proud,  half-rt3sentful®    Because  h©  is  not

docile,  he  absorbs  Hetty's  notions  unevenly  and  never

achieves  the  unquestioning  certainties  which  lead  Thomas

in  straig'nt  lines  toward  the  goals  he  has  chosen®

The  novel  opens  when  the  8eviers  move  frcin  a  crowded

section  of  €ardiff  to  a  sui3division  on  the  outskirts  of

town  where  Hetty  makes  a  doun-pa}rmsnt  on  a  gr*eat  dilapid.&-

ted  olr±  brick  house,   once  the  home  of  &H    $1d  Family.     For

a  time  Eett}r  is  able  to  jHgtile. finances  ©notlL¥h  to  pr.esent

a  picture  of  apparent  prosperity.    Against  this  fo&ckground

unfold  #&vidl a  childhood  and  adol©sc©nce*

Beforerg3&vidl a  birth,  Hetty  has  read  Sevei.al  vol-unes

of  great  orations  in  order  to  implant  in  him  a  genius  for
or&torF.     He  was  to  be  a  great  lawyer,   as  Thomas  was  to

be  a  gregit  miHiste,r'  of  the  fiospel,   &s  jS{iary  Sue  was  to  rflar-

ry  the  wealthy  son  of  some  $1d  Fanily*    To  Eettyls  deep

despair  and  bewildierment,  Eavid  carmot  lee  p©rsu&ded  or

coerced  int`o  reciting  sti,ecei±sfully  in  publie  the  little

speeches  which  she  deeffis  the  fit.st  step  toward  his  appoint-

ed  care©p.     Ilo  either  I)ogs  dovm  com#t]1etelF  or  stops  in  mid-

fli€g+t  to  make  faces,   jurELp  up  and  doun,   and  oth§rwis®  fur-

nish  impromptu  afimsem©nt  for  his  attdienc®.
Ij!.then  #&vid  1©arms  to  read,  he  projects  himself  into  a

1ancl  of  zrak©-beli©v©  peQpled  bF  his  fancy.     For  a  time,

he  alELost  ceases  to  live  ill  the  everyday  world.    tj+ntil
\,&

adolescence  sets  in,  Eavid  constantly  has  g!gods  and  heroes
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&s  companions.

the  of  #tavidls  strong  traits  is  a  passion  for  expsri-
ment.    He  pens  ra'St±its  and  gtiin©a  pigs  togetrier  to  see  if

they  will  breed  a  new  species.     Ee  feedis  the  cot#d  all  riflan-

ner  of  wtieds  and  1©&ves  and  the  chickens  strange   seeds

gLnd  berries,   then  ejcamines  the  ffiilk  and  eg[£.i:,a  for  sons

miraculous  change  in  qualityt    He  sets  thrush  egg;g  under

£'1ickers  and  watches  ©ag©rly  to  see  how  the  cha,ngel.ings

will  fare.    He  c®1l©cts  all  the  old  bottles  of  medicine

about  the  house  mij£©s  t'hoip  contents  with  the  steeped

juices  of  ur©eds  and  flow®rg,   and  gips  it  to  see  what  will
happen.     Her  tries  to  make   silver  foEr  RT*elting  lea.dfoil  and

glass  together.    H©  boils  green  corn  in  a  carl  to  discover
if  whiskey  will  result*    He  atteffipts  to  fly  and  to  1©&rm

the  ¥fifat©r  Baby'g   secret  of  br§&thing  under  w&t©r.     He  draws

a  cabalisbic  ring,  in  a  secret  Qle&ring  in  the  woodis,  re-

cites  the  Lordl a  Prayer  t}&ckward,   and  waits  for  fi&&1z§t)ub

to  appegLr.     He  believes  that   soffl©  day--probably  tofflorrow--

he  will  surely  find  a  food,  a  fairy  Spring,  or  an  incanta-
tion which  instantly  will  make  him bull-strong,  ail-wise,

and  possessed  of  ten  doli&rs.     He  is  &1w&ys  on  the  lookout

fop  it,
After  the  birth  of  ®Bgiby  #eorg6,  Bavidi  is  freer  of

superv-ision.     Spurred  by  intense  etirioHsit¥,  he  wanders

away  froEi  home  &t  every  opportunity.    Through  the  uncpitic$1

eyes  antl  mind  of  a  c'fiild,  h©  &fosort}¢£  a  vg.st  qtiantity  of  the
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living  around  hiffi.     I'fe  is  welcomed  in  the  ±S©gro  settlements.

ty.,\   The  sh&ntybo&t  folk  on  ths  river  are  his  friends.     Ee
spsnds  f&sciH&ted  ho.drs  with  tFiem  as  they  ran  thsir  trot-

lines  or  operate  their  stills  back  in  the  eanebr&l€es.    He

rioveps  about  the  Chain  gang  while  it  mends  the  county  roads,

talking  to  prisoner's  and  guards.    He  warKs  into  the  faomes

of  the  gentry,  &ffiusing  them  by  his  naive  eh&tter  and  ques-

tions.     Fi3h©s®  Hew  adventures  and  pec}pl©  are   &s   vivid  &s

Thor fin  Karlsefne,  Eir  C~al&had,  Tarzan  of  the  Apes,   Sinbad,

and  the  rest  of  the  brig#t  Company  which he  has  met  in

fec±oks*     In  ca.mp&rison,   school--coxpound  Hiisery  of  foul  air,

Ifiofo-criielty,  and  fo&rely  iitsr&te  teachers--is  &lH-lost  in-

t c>1e rabl© .

David  7Begins  early  to  wonder  about  God.    #ur.ing  end-

less  feuzzing   sf.=aprirmry  ffior'ning=,a  in  Sunday   School  where  h©

h&s  been  gent  w&ghed,   cofflb©d,   and  wg':pned  by  Hetty,   h©  learns

&beut  the  io&ves  andi  fishes,   strygter  Jacofo  and  bumbling

Esau,  and  t.he  sweeter  teachings  of  Christ.     In  Sundiay  #chool

the  chief  emphasis  ig  laid  on  the  God  of  -Love  who  is  fond  of

children  andi makes  a  point  of  looking  out  for  the  sparrows.

In  chiirch  the  preacher  almost  invariably  bears  down  on  the

raging  Bedouin  Thund©r©r  of  the   $1d  T©stas:i:lent.     It   seeffis

that  Christ  is  mostly  for  c±iildren  and  I&veh  g3at±&oth  for

the  adiilts.     For  h~im  #avid  develops  an  h}rateric&1  fear.    Ele

sees  h-im  as  &n  ±REi.i©nse  old  man  with  red-glittering  eyes  and

a  lens  white  bs&r&,  tobacco-.stained  &t  the  motith.    He  lurks
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trees,  for  cbipping  flint.    ¥±:Lrough the  &ltruifftic  &gen¢F

of  tfie  neigfabol.s  and  t±ie  pastor  of  t}i®  Eat¥t  #ardiff  I`/ggetho-

dist  Chnr'ch  the  f&rflily  hears  &t)out  it*    ~iffiforttinately  for

#avid,  the  nsws  eorifiss  jtist  aftsr  tire  Seop©s  ¥±'ial  and  the

death  of  i#illiam  Jennings  aryan.    #&vid  is  hauled  on the

carpet  b6for©  the  assembled  family,  1ectt±red,  and  ej[hort-

gd  to  r©c&nto    1¥©  tries  to  explain  his  belief,  taking  care

to  point  oHt  that  he  doesn't  thiflk  gr&ndf&tiler  ELraousen  ig

a  ffionkey,  ¥fhish  seems  to  be  the  familyls  Conception  of  it.

This  is  rank  iffipudence  and  beatings  follow,    g3avid  gives

in.    He  abjur®S.    Ihe  Stuff  of  tire  m&rtifrs  is  not  in  him.
/

The  experience  is  a  powerfiii  force  in  Savid  geviepl§

life.    Jarring  him  out  of his  #tforld  of  fantasy,  it  crashes
him  headlong  -into  the  world  of  things  as  they  ar©S    H©  has

been  used  like  a  ffial8factQr  for  holding  &n  hoELest  belief .

I`i£=oreov©r,   1&ckiHg  the  eourag©  to  stand  firm,  he  has  fallen

dismally  in  his  aim:i  eyes.

The   trying  period  of  #&vidls  &dc>1®scenee  comes  when

Hiett¥ls  plans  &r®  beginning,  tire  orumble  and  she  is  frantieal-

1y  devising  scheffies  to  prevent  total  e$11aps©.    Though  out-

wardly  the  family  Hi&int&iHs  its  front,  it  becoFTies  in  p©al-

itF  a  festering  pocket  of  mutH&i  diistrust  and  hate.    Hetty

will  hear  of  no  retreat  from her  untenable  positic*n;  a

sffi&11er  house  in  a  lfiope  modest  neighborhood  i8  out  of  the

question.     lSr'O  I-£i®ffib®p  of  the   family  is  quite   sane  during      4ffi

this  tiffi©®
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i`To  REor©  gods  and  heroes  for  #avid.     He  finds  himself

faced  with  a  world  where  nothinff  goes  &ccordinE+g  to  the

rt2les  he  hs.a  1Sarn8d.     H€  is  erit-ir©1E.r  unfitted  to  live

with his  faffiil¥  or,  for  that  matter,  with  any  family*    A

per-iotl  of  inward  tulming  and  faiting  s©if-cr-iticism  follows.
He  ffiagnifies  his  crimes  and  Shortcomings  until,  in  his  ouri

estimation,  he  beeQrmes  a  ffionster  of  foul  and  slo.bbering

aspect.    E±is  minci  is  a  roaring  ffi&elstrom  of  fantasy,   Super-

stitien,  partially  digested  philosop±ry,  Inysticisffi,  ideals,

directioniess  asrfeition,   a.fiarfi©  foewiid©rment,   convictions

of  siiper'ioritF  Side  t}y  sidle  with  convictions  of  inf#rioritTf .

Ee  ccffil©s  to  think  that  every  ta.Ford  he  utters  will  bs  weigh-

ed  gcornfHlly  anci  found  idiotic.    The  upshot  of  it  is  that

he  can  scaLpcellf  talk  at  all  to  his  gld©rs  or  E§trt&nge±.a

without  sttlttering  and  p&wing  the  air*    He  is  cc}nvinc©d

that  H®v©r   since  the  day  of  the  l±Feanderth&1  ESgan  has  stioh
6>

an  urig&iH1|f ,  toad-ffiouthed,  repulsive  crs&ttire  been  born--

he  thinks  that  people  shudder  in  passing him  oH  the  street.

As  much  a5  possible,  h©  avoids  psopl©  and  is  stiffly  dis-

tant  when  he  carmot  escape  them.    H©  is  often  aggressively

mide,  attacking  &s  his  heat  def®nc©*

H©  is  disiilusion©d  not  only with  himself  but  with

®th©ps.    tFntil  now  he  has  felt  that  adults  lived  in  a  state

approaching  per.fection  and  infallifo-ility.    feF¥rith  a  sense  of

the  worldi  having  be}en  jerked  from  undsr  him,  he  begins  bo{

see  their  mistakes,  p©ttine,¥ses,  cruelties,  and  ignorance*
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He  sees  himself  fur±ibling  into  an  &dnlt  world  RE[here  there

seeffis  to  he  nothing  but  unc©'rtainties.     #ne  after  another

his  idols  have  toppled.    There  is  no  longer  anything  in

which  h©  can  ptit  his  i.aith.     Jks  his  b©wilderffi©nt  grows,

he  rinds  hiffiself  less  and  less  able  to  p©trsat  to  and

lose  hirfiself  iH  his  old  books*       Ther.®  is  Ho  truth  cti.

beauty  or  Shining  deed  an¥rwh©re.    All  is  cenftision,  pain,

and  dingy  pretense.

Flis  first  reaction,  after  a  tiHie  of  falind  chaos,  is

an  effort  to  be  exactly  like  his  associates.    I"Ie  stHdies

the   sport  pages  of  the  newspapers  until  h©  has  the  accomp-

1ishaents  and histories  of  the  cur¥aent  crop  of  1&nterm-

j.awed  athletes  &t  his  tc>nguels-tip  and  hgis  become  profiei-
Snt  in  the  sp€]rts  vernacular.    He  masters  the  wierdest

twists  of  the  local  ppof&flitF  and  a  whole  oiial  1iter&tnr©

of  sfflut.    He  practices  shadow  t3oEing  and  the  lifting  of

weights.    He  learns  and  uses  the  cliche's  of  his  gigs  group

and  sttidiouslF  conforms  to  all  its  conventions*    He  out-

guffawg,  out-leers,  out-Swaggers,  out-n&sties,  out-lies
tfaem  all.    He  attaches  himself  to  a  gang  of  the  tougher

boys  oi#  the  neighborhood.     Snce  he  accompanies  them  when

t'fley  g=o  {€egging  n±gger8.t£    Ibis  consists  in  a  raid  on  liJig-

gertoma*     Rc>cks  are  thr'orm  through  windiows,   outhotises

pushed  Over,   a  Ffegro  boy  who  shows  fi,ght  is  badfty  bsaten

and  left  an  unconscious  pulp  `Dsgide  the  road*     In  the  b©&t-
/

ing #avid  takes  no  actual  pal.t.    He  is  simply  along.    Later
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the  iiiemory  of  this  iFnching-in-eHrferyo  is  one  of  the  secrst
ffy`    sharmes  which  came   on   sle©plSss  HiE¥hts  to  Squat   On  his

chest  andi  gL:ibber  at  h-im.     But  the  day  after  the  egging-

raid  he  is  one  of  the  lSudest  to  fooast  and  r±:magnify  the  ®J[-

plait .
Conditions  in  the  Eevier  hoHie  grow  St©adiily  worse.     As

indicated  before,  1I©tty  has  trained the  ch-ildr©n  toward

their  appointed  ,plac©g  in  lifet    fl`homas  was  to  i3e  a  minister

of  the  Gospel;  he  has  b©eH  the  qtiiet,   sttidions  one.     I+#¥&ry

L¥ue  was  to  c£L¢tch  a  wealthy  hnsb&nd.    Bavid,  the  talkative

one,  was  to  be  a  1aw]r©r,   &Hd  george  a  doctor.     But  Tholtras

has  escaped  iflto  the  Horth  T¥here  he  has  soon  ab&ndioned  his

gEtr]ivingg  tow&r.a  sanctity.     REary  gjue  has  fflarr.led  &n  otlt-&t-

el'£-3ows,   smiriking  Baptist  drtlg  clerk.    #avid  appears  to  be

headed  nowhere  in  part-icul&r,  btit  c©rtainltf  not  b&rward.

george,  at  this  stage,   sS©fiis  bound  for  the  prize-ring.

I[etty's  ©Htrav&ganQe  grows  wilder  as  the  means  fop

f©©ding  it  diminish.    There  is  a  monotonous  procession  of

ibate  cc}11Sctors  haH±rfieping  at  the  door*     The  lights,   gas,

water  &rs  cut  of±"  regul&rlF  and  Bavid  has  to  sneak  out

gLfter  fi&rk  and  tu]rm  theffi  on  again.     fiavid  works  in  the

afternoon  t&kinff  a  paper  Pouts  and,  later,  as  a  sodaLjerker

&t  the  corm©r'  drugstore.    Hetty  gets,what  little  he  makes,

even  his  sctfiool  carfare  and  ltiHch  morieF.     Joseph  fev-ier's

wage#  are  cut  sharply.     But  HettFls  extr.&v&gance  continues

un&IS&ted,
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Sch®ol  is  a  maj.or'  abr*&sive  in  theEEe  ys&rs.     gardiff

iFigh  8cl-tool  runs  &iong  lines  discarded  in moite  enlighten-

ed.  parts  of  the  country  thirty  or  fortsT  ¥e&rs  before.    The

H'iet±iod  of  teaching  is  as  dull  as  diitc^h-water  and  gauged

to  the  &biliti©s  of  ffiorons.     The  H'iain  object  of  the  system

is  to  pound  all  students  intiiscrimin&tely  into  one  shape. . .

to  potir  into  e8.ch  little  human-can  so  many  RT*e&.sHres  of  a

kinfi  of  dr'y,  lifelsss  substance  called  EdHcation  and  to

s©&1  it  in  herELetically  with  a  t}ib  df  sheepskin.     It  is  a

prison  for  the  human  spirit,  a  prison  given  over  to  severe
mechanical  drills  and  a  Prussian  coercion.    It  is  a  factory

whep©  the  5roung  are  pl&t@d i  T¥ritri  a  grey  alloy  of  ignora.nee

and  insular`ity;  and  in  Erie  plating-process,   for  ns&itngssl

sake,  every  lmob  of  ctlriosity  and  wonder  and  oriifinality

is  painstakingly  Scr&¥jed  off .    fJ=istor}r,  tanghF  without  any

conception  of  its  significance,  is  a  drened  sucession  of

dates.    HiE§tor.y  is  a  driear  dese,rt  of  drsg;I  pr.int  and  drear

h&1fton©   a,uts   on  drs&r  paper   on  the  mgLr®gins  o±ffi  ¥vhich  de-

pl'es,¥ed  students  had  squiggled  curlicti©s,   Jewst   faces,
daggers,  and  bawdy.     So  it  goes  with  other  subjects.    i}avid

is  unafole,  to  see  that  manF  of  the  teachers  are  caught  in

the  web  of  circunstanc©s  &s  coHxpl8tel¥-&s  he,  that  they  are

often  poor,   inept,  harried  cr.ei~..`tur®s  who  have  taken  reftlge

in  t©&c'fiing  besb&use  it  requir'etl  small  preparation  and  was

consicte¥.©d  genteel.

In  revolting  &g&inst  too-Strict  authorit-gr,  #av-id
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chargLcteristically  a:oes  too  far.     He  m8Lkes  -it  a  i3oint  of

honor`  to  talk  when   silence  is  the  law,   and  a  n©c©sES&ry  en©,

to  skip  E.fj.Tl.a.  dr.ill,  to  Stutry  what  intereg,ts  him    and

neglect  whgLt  doe8n't,  tc*  go  against  the  one-way  traffic

E5ystem  on  the   stairs,   to  wave  the  r'ed  flgLg  in  a  dozen  Th'&ys

in  the   stern  fgLces  of  the  dLisciplinariaris.    He  is  constant-

ly  gbuttling  between  Glass  and  office  with  damning  notes

c}f  accTisation.     He   is  ±£inally  e*TLpell©d  and  doesnlt   go  fo&ck

to  school.
1j±ijjh&t  has   gone  before  may  have   given  the   iriipre,.Ssion  tha~t

#avid  is  a  dark,  too-sensitive  young  genius  who  untlergoes

ewe  persecution  after  another+    If  so,  it  was  unint©ntional.

I  see  £]givid  &s  an  active  and  inquiring  youngst®r',  by  ttlrng

lijLst5T  romancer,  bulllf,  bullied,   gjaint,  and  pure  devil.     ¥±ie

childhood  section  of  the  fiovel,  while  indicating  the  t3e-

ginnings  of  the  familyl a  tl.oiil31e  and  fop©casting  its  eventual
break-Hp,  par.trays  what  to  the  child  is  a  timeless  and  coHi-

plete  world.    The  i3icture  of  the  farfiiisr  is  niSre  pleasant
tkian  it  later  i3ecomes.    H©ttyls  deltision  of  tffjodiiead  has  not

groun  t®  its  lg.ter  overtopping  proportions.    Itc>r  is  the
section  dealing  with  adolescence  a  picttir©  of unrelieved

blackness.       Eavidls  confusion  and  the  deepening  maze  of

difficulties  into  which I~IettF  has  led  the  ±fiariiilSr  are  inter-

spersed  with material  that  is  by  no  megins  grim  and  tortured.

Ihe   final   section   of  T##J#rA¥i¥£lRlhTC?r  8IRfiFE-G¥R  deals  wit fa  tbe

}roung  Hi&nhood  of  #avid  g`3vier,  the  disintegr&tien  of  the
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8evier`  fariiilF  as  a  tlnit  dHrinE  the  black  years  of  the  de-

pression,  and Havid's  finding  himself--at  least,  to  some
degree,  though  there  is  no  pat  solution  to  ail  his  problems.

The  first  half  of  this  section  is  concerned w-ith  the

b-itter  3-ears  1951-3S,  wfi8n  #&vid,  1ifae  hundreds  of  thousands

of  young  Hien  wit.h  no  sp®ci&lized  training,  drifts  from  one

odd  job  to  another,  living  from  hand-to-ffiotith,  finding  no

place  for  hiffiseif  and  little  hope  that  a  pla.ce  can  ever  he
found*     It  is  a  time  of  raging  t}©wildermient,  when  he  is

beset  bF  a  sense  of  wc}rthlesness  and  indefinable  guilt.

The  death  of  Joseph  fsvier  and the  collapse  of  Hetty's

little  home  effipire  occtipy  a  prom-inent  position.

#avid  has  a  dis&s#ous  love  affair  from *#hich he  re-

covers  slowly.    fig  times  b8gin  t8  pick up,  he  gets  a  job

as  S&1esma,n  for  a  little  flE--by-night  neon  si`gn  shop--the

first  in  #ar€iiff .     '+3j`Ejhen  the  coffipan~gr  fails,  his  and   severs.1

t8c±::micians  open  aflother  on  a  shoestring.     IFeon  catches  on

and  the  pig.nt  does  fairly  well.    H&vid m&r±`ies  and  begins

paying  installments  on  a  small  horme.    The  novel  closes  with
the  foirth  of  his  child.    He  is  last  seen  rather  content  and

wfiolly  busy  and  possessed  of  a  few  certainties.     However,

he  can  never  f±.ee\  himself  of  a  gnawing  fear  th&.t  povertsT,

hunger,   and  helplessness  may  &g&in  swoop  down.     He  now

fanows  that  lif.a  is  neither  as  good  nor  as  bad  as  he  has

ejEpectedS  but  that  &t  least  itls  ciLarmed  interesting  ari{i

h©,  for  one,  is  glad  to  have  an  active  t3it  part  in  it*
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I  believe   that  ryil`rf£'i¥;FTjiRI}##,  g3¥FifeffffER  will   be   wortfa-

wriile  both    a8  a  novsl  and  &s  a  sac.ia.1   8tud5r.     TfeFith  the

e3r_ception   of  t#¥¢olfe I a   fiolJK  HS}¢REt!t*rjlR#  frlF{REL, \  I   bave   seen

flo  other  novel  wfiich  treats  Eke  lg`pg®  urban  mid&1e  class

Qf  tfae  South.     It  seems  to  me  that  problems  of  this  midn

dl©  class  are  no  less  important--if  less  draniatic--than

those  of  sh&r©cr'opper  and  industrial  i#orker+
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¥thYELRIli`G  #q}frfeltTGER  was  begun  in   Januar'y,1937.      Four

chaptersandanoutlineweresubmittedtoE=gE±g±in
April.     #n  REay  £4  I  I.8ceived  a  contract  fop  this  and  two

additional  novels  and  a  #250  advance.    The  advance  made

possible  six  weeks  of  freedom  from  hacfroork,  a  period
I

spent  in  organizing,  a  mass  of material  I  had  been  collect-

ing  during  several  ys&rs  for  the  novel.    In  JulF  I  had  to

begin  gr,inding  out  hackwork  again.

Severe  ±`amily  illnesses  and  the  foirth  of  our  baby

greatly  increased mF  obligations.    I  bad no  choice  but  to
shelve  the  novel  and  devote  nyself  whollF  to  liaclftfifork.

Ihe  pressure  continued  and,  aside  from  adding  to  ny  notes,

I  wqs  unable  to  carry  the  book  farther.

In  June,  1938,  when  I  went  on  as  state  editor  of  the

Permessee  ..¢fyquritersl   Prod.ect,   I  though`t   that  I  would  have  ny

evenings  and  weekends  free  for  the  novel.    But  it  was  soon

clear  that  the  new  work  d©m&nded  as  REuch  time  and    energy

as  free-1ancing;    I  found  that  mine  was  not  merely  an  edit-

ing  job.    I  was    a  general  salvager--researcher,    writer,

±Eg  editor--and  censt&ntlF  under  driving  pressure  because,
after  two-and-a-Zialf  years  of  leisurely  piddling,  the  af-
fairs  of  the  project  had  reached  a  ¢ritical  stage.    trnder   :ke;
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these  cir.cunstances  it  was  ixpossible  to  find  time  for

more   than   brief   sn&tcFies   of  work   on  i€+#¥+A¥F`ARIREG   f±TFLrfu}.TGER.

I`Tow  I  know  that  I  shanlt  be  able  to  finish  the  book

as  long  as  I  do  work  that  uses  me  up  as  thoroughly  as

either  REV  present  job  or  free-1ancing.    ji  large  canvas  such

as  I  have  chosen  for  my  novel  requires  absoltite  and  con-

tirmous  concentration  over  a  period  of  months.

At  present  I  have  &ppreximgLtslF  40,000  words  peaty

fore  final  rewr'iting  and  as  many  more  in  fragl3:ient&ry  pas-

S£2.g8s  to  be  pieced  into  the  n&rrative*    Also  I  have  a  bale

of  notes  ready  for  expansion®

I  estimate  that  it  will  take  me  at  least  eight  or
nine  months  to  complete  the  novel.     }'!Iy  contract  with  EE±E=j]±-

g=iE  is  still  in  force.    The  novel  should  be  published
soon  after  its  completion.
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I  have  two  moI.a  novels¥with  Termessee  b&cF.ground#g

in  the  stage  of  planning  and  note-ffiaking.     Qne  is  a  novel

of  a  pioneer  i.amily,  Covering  the  seventy-odd  years  from

the   settlement   of  3S!qfataiJLga  to  the  eve   of  the  Civil  ¥¥Tar.   It

traces  the  evolution  of  a  family  of  illiterate  fcotch-

Ir.ish  squatters  to  ants-belitrm  gentle-folk,  and  the  paral-
lel  development  of  an  interesting  legend  of  Cavalier  de-

scent.    The  central  character  is  the  hardy  old  grandmoth-

er  who,  through  it  all,  remains  the  same    shrewd  pipe-

smoking,  h&I*d-talkinrg,  and  essentially  honest  person  she

had  been  as  a  }roung  woman.

The  other  novel  is  laid  in  the  Cedar  Barrens  and  will

be  built  around  the  founder  of  one  of  the  small  reli,`r.gious

sects  which  spring  up  perennialli+  throughout  the  raack

country.

Also  I  ant  p|farming  a  sur.vsy  of  a  once-prosperou.s  farm

cormiunity which  has  been  r'uined  by  erosion  and  leaching.

#EATE  0F  TEffi  SC}IL  is  the  title  andi  the  slow  deatri  of  the

people  who  live  on  that   soil  is  the  theme.     SppiHgvale*
the  cormiunitF,  was  settled  in  1820  by  fifteen rather  pros-

perous  families  from  North  Carolina,   some  of  whom had
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college  educations.    The  descendants  of  these  fafi-lilies

are  still  on  the  original  land  grants.    Iheif  have  become
an  appalling  set  of  deg©ner'ates--illiterate,  syphilitic,
incestuous,  with  a  high  percentage  of  crime  and  in8anit5r.

In  addition,  I  ,plan  to  do  short  stories  and  articles
bearing  on  the  pl'oblems  I  have  encountered  in  ny  section

of  the  South.
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James  R®  Aswell

Mr.  ".  I..  Gguch,  Director,  Univer8itF ®f  fforth  Cg+rolin&  Press,  Chapel  Hill

I  have  lmown  "th®  James  Aswell  for  a  little  over  a y©ar®    I

became  acquainted  "ith  him through ngr work as Regional  Dir6ctop  of  the  Federal

Writers'   PrGject®

REr®  ASFTell  did  a  1a.rge  amount  of  iffork  on  the  volume

These  Are  Our  Lives®    He  edited  all  the  stories  from Termessee  and "rote  one

story  himself .    Since  I  did  the  final  editing,  I  am in a  position to  have  an

opinion  on the  quality  of in.  Aswell's  work.    Ail  the  Hranugcripts  he  submitted

were  in  exeelleut  ccmd.ition and  needed  no  further  work  on  any  parts

I  first  became  &"are  of Mr®  Jiswell's  ability  the.ongh res.ding

a  story  of  his  in  RELxper's®    Shortly  &ftep  I  read.  this  storyS  he  was  dropped

from  the Tennessee  staff  far  reasons  which I considered  unjustified.    I  went

to  Tennessee  especia.iky  to  invgstig&te  and decided  that  he  should  be  put  back

on  the  staff  and  the  man  then  in  charge  removed.    After  much difficulty  with

WPA  officials  in  Termesgee,  ngr  recommendations  were  carried  Out,  and  REr®  As"ell

was  restored  to  the  st&.ff  and  given  ;  responsible  position with considerably

increased  s8.1&ry.    Since  that  time,  fifr®  Aswell's  REork  has  completely  justified

ngr  good.  Opinion  of  him.

Only  a  few days  ago,  we  received  a  manuscript  of  tail  tgi.leg,

God  Bless  the  Devils  from Termessee.    I  rg&d  this  REnuseript  Sunday  a  week ago,

and.  in  lngr  opinion  the  tall tales  iH  the  volume  are  as  good  &s  any  material  of

that  kind  ever  published.    A  few days  later,  RErs.  P&ine  of  the  Press  editorial

department  gave  me  a  report  on the  "nuscript  RThich I  was  gi&d  to  discover  was
/,i*

in  accord with ny  oun  opinion.    ure  will publish  the  rmnuscript  either this

spring  or  neat  fall,  194o.
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Efr®  Asffell  edited  ail  of  this  volume  and "rote  a.  cGnsid©r&ble

number  of  the  stories.

I  consider  REr®  Aswell  the  most  promising  young  writer  I  have

met  in  the  South®    He  has  eHeellent  comma.,nd  of  short  story  and  novel  techaiq.ues

and  can  give  form  to  materi&1g  which  appear  to  be  hopeless®    He  calm  find  good

stories  "here  other  people  would  not  imagine  their  existence,  and.  he  has  an un-

erring  dranratic  sense.    In  ray  opinion,  his  judgment  is  thoronghky  sound.

I  hg.ve  no  hesitg.tion  in  recommending  REP.  Aswell  without  quali-

fication.    I  believe  he  rill  do  honor  to  any f ellowgbip  that  8&n be  given to

him  involving  literary  work.    In ry  opinion,  it  gro.t;lid  b@  a terrible  mistake

not  to  give  him time  tQ  do  the  ffork that  he  can  d®.

It  happens  that  only  a  feTf days  ago*  without  being  requested

by  anyone  to  dot go,  I  "ote  a  letter  to  RE±S  REoe  of  the  Gnggenheim FQundation

recommending  Aswell®    I  hEid  hegLrd  he  intended  to  apply  for  a  Guggenheim,  and

I  hope  very  ELtich  that  he  gets  either  a  RosenHald  or  Guggenheim®    He  would

profit  ty having  first  a Rosenwald  and  la.ter  a  Gnggenheim;  and  I  think the

development  of  the  arts  in this  a`rea will  also  profit  treme-ndousky ty this®

¥=i±ack H.  Boons,  Instructor  in Ficti®n9  University Qf  Iowa,  IorFTa  City

I  have  lmorm  the  appliGantS  EL®  J&me-a  R®  Aswell,   for  ever

four  years  and  'ffas  for  a  time  associated  with  hirm  on the  Federal  REriters'

Project  in Termessee.    He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  problems  of  the  South.

He  is  hardworking,  conscientious,  and  worttrys  and  in  his  ialrriting  &s  well  gis

in his  life  he  is  strictly honest and tolerant®    I  have  had the  pleasure  of

reading published  short stories  of REP.  Aswell's  in gife and Egrfe and

one  which  is  to  be  published  in  Household.    In  addition,  I  have  read  ne.ny ef

his  uapublished  stories  and  a  chapter  or  so  of ¥:±±E±±±:±ii;!±£L±±±S  the

proposed  book.    He  shows  great talent  afld.  originality;  and,  I  honestlp beli€`ve,
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promises  to become  an  outstanding  Scuthern  literary  fig.ti:I.e.    Only  a  hard

struggle  economically  has  so  far  retarded  him.

"tr.  4-dswell'£  plan  of  work  seems  ver}+  gQund.    In  go  far  as

I  ]mow, few novels  of  this  kind  have  ever  been  attexpted  bar writers  in  the

Sou.th  -a  treatment  Qf  the  large  urban  middle  class.    Certainly,  gis  outlined,

it  rill  be  worth while.  both as  a novel  and  a  social  study.

Hastwille,  a  toTffln  of  the  Old  South  which  has  slo~urly  felt

the  encrog.chment  of  industrialism,  is  &n  ideal setting  for  a  novel®    Born

and  bred  here,  REP.  Aswell  ha¢ws  the  torn  thoroughly®    The  young  man  is

self-educated  and has  had  a  hard struggle.    Onlgr  his grim determination to

succeed  &s  a  writer  has  iffept  him &t  his  study despite  financial  after  financial
\

set-b&c'E.    While  unempleyed  he  had  the  courage  to  support  his  fe.miry  thaongh

hackwork r&.then `than  to  go  on  relief®    He  i,a]  well  reds,a  and  inows  the  State  of

Tennessee  &s  well  as  anyone  ¥Triting  there  today.    I  ImQw  of  no  other  young

Southern  atithor  who  urrites  erith the  same  ease,  smoothaess,  beauty,  and

versatility.

Unfortunately  his  present work  on  the  Federal ThTriterst

Project  is  a  decided  hold  tip to his  creative  energies,  for  it  is  necessary that

he  be  editor-in-chief ,  r©-write  rrian,  proof  reader,  and  res earch man  ail  roiled

into  one.    If  he  is  given  the  chance  to f \inish gg¥f_+¥r_±ng£±_Ea_Hi3:±F.,  I  am  certain

he  will  produce  an  excellent  piece  Of  FTork,  one  that  will  stgmd.  up with the

best  ifl  presentrday  Southern -ffriting®

EEr±:alll±ia_#t__S.,.__r±±±g_,¥_±_±±Ej  Associate  Prof'e8sor  ol^  English,  Louisiana  8tg.te
University,  and  RTanaging  Editor  of The  Southern  RevieH

I  ha.v@  read  a  nun.ben  of  RIP.  Aswell's  stories  and  think
.h

that  h6.  has  a  vergr  rich  material from  "hich to  worfa.    Ihe.  Southsrn fteview  has

been  very  much  interested  in  him,  and  &li  Of  us  here  h£.v©  considered  fiis  work
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filled with a  gre-at deal  of vitality  and  promise®

It  is  &1mGst  idle  to  predict  how  a  first  novel  FTill

turn  out.  But  I  have  read  the  description of  REF.  Aswellts  project  ve]:-y  cgLre-

fully,  and  I  &m certain that  his  novel  will  have  a great deal  of  force  and

power.    His  stories  have  indicated  thaLt  he  has  a  rich background of  lffiteriai

and.  real talent  iFith  words®

I  do  not  haow E#r®  Agwell  personally,  and  there  will

doubtless  be  other  people  to  whom you may  refer  for  information  concerning

his  personality®   Pet  I  think that  there  is- a positive  advantage  in appraising

a  urriter  only  thaoHgh  his  work,  and  I  ha.ve  considered  tha.t  RTork,  I  cgLn assure

you,  most  carefully.    It  is  my  considered  judgment  tha.t  the  Rosenurgild  Fund

will  make  no  mistake  in granting  him a fellowship  for  the  project  he  has  in

mind .

EL.  E.  So  .frswell,  Editor  of  H&rper  &  Brotbers,  ffie-ur ¥orh  City

The  &pplic&nt  is  ngr  br®ther®    Genseqnerfuly  I  know  him ver:}r

well  and have  a very high regard  for  his  abilities  as  a writer,  but  in  spite

of  our  relationship,  I  do not  believe  I  &m undrky  lenient  or  prejudiced  in

his  behalf ®

As  an  ed.itor  of  Harper &  Brothers,  I  have  read  the  coxpleted

chapters  of  the  novel which the  applicant  has  outlinedS  and  I  and  ny  colleagues

were  so  greatly  impressed  ty  the  quality  of the  writing,  the  excellence  of  the

characterization,  and  the  whole  feeling  which the chapters  conveyed  of  a  cer-

tain  t®vpe  of  middle  Class  life  in  &n  ind.ustri&1  Southern  torn,  that  we  gave

him  a  contract  for  the  prblicgLtion  of  the  book,  and.  made  him ari adva.nee  of  #3£50

to  help  him  towards  its  completion.    Since  others  besides  nngrself  urere  inv'®1ved

in the  awarding  of  this  contract  and  in  t'ne  editorial  judgment  on which  it  was

based,  I  Can  assure you,  if  &ssur&nee  i`Sq  needed,  that  the  decision  Has  arrived
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at  in the  usual  hard-boiled  infirm.er  ty which publishers  make  tip  their  minds,

and  that mere sentiment  did not  enter  ifito  it.

ff,                                  The  facts  grhieh the  applicaat  has ` outlined  about  himself,

his  training,  the  #ork he  has  done  and  is  doing,  and the  peculiarly difficnlt

persorml  ciroiimst&nees  that  have attended  him  in  the  last  few years,  are  al-

together  trn®®    He has  wholly  snpp®rted  himself ,  his  wife,  and  Child  tEr

RTitlng  for  some  five  or  six Fears®    fflHch of  this  writing  has been  published

in  newspapers  and  small  mgLgazines  in  the  South,  although  his  work has  also

appeared  in  Harper's  RIagazine  and  in E±g=][.    He  has  also  contributed  to  a

volume  pnblished  by  the  REorth Car®1in&  Press  entitled  These  Are  Our Lives.

I  believe  I  have  never  lmorm±  a  writer  grho  worked harder  at

his  writing  than  ngr brotherS  unless  ife  was  "ioHras  ffolfe®    But  s®  much Gf  his

time  has  necessarily  had  to  b©  bak©n up  in  the  writing  bgr  which  he  has  earned

his  living that  he has  not  had  eifeher  the time  or  the  energy left  over  for  the

creative  ffioFk which  he  HgLnts  most  to  do  and  w.hich he  thought  he  iFTould  be  able

to  d®  en a  part  time  basis  Bhen  he  signed the  contract  With H&rper  &  Brothers.

There  has  been,  FTithin  tke  last  decade,  something  approaching   j

a renaissance  of  literary effort  in the South,  and m€my of the  literary figures

that  come  instantly  to  mind  as  among  the best  or  more  significant  American

writers have  beienged  to  this  movement.    People  like  Thomas  ffolfe,  FTilliam

Faul±mer,  Allen  T&tes  G&r®1ine  Garden,  Roark  Br&dfard,  Robert  Perm  Warren,

Richard Wright,  Paul  Gr©enS  J®natbem Daniels,  ErgEine  Galdwell,  and  in  the  more

popular  field,  ®f  Course,  Eflargaret  REitchell.    As  a Southerner,  I  believe  it  is

nQ  accident  that  literary  activity has  been  greater  in the South than  in any

other  section  of  the  country.    The  diff©renee between  life  as  it  is  lived  im.

the  South and  any  image  of  the  good  life  as  it  might  be  lived, is  undoubtedly

greater  there  than  elsewhere,  and  the  consciousness  of  this  difference  has  cer-

tainly  been  one  of  the  great  urges  proxpting  Southerners  t® write,  just  &s  it
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has  alurays  been  one  of  the  great  urges  to  writers  everywhere.    The  book

which  ngr brother  propc±ses  to  eoxplete  if  he  shout.a  be  fortunate  enough  to

obtain  a  Julius  Rosenwald  fell®wshipS  stems  from  this  gource®    "¥hen  it  is

RTitten  and  irmblished,  as  it  gunelF will  be  gone day,  if  not  ty  one  means,

then  ty  another,  I  &m  confident  that  it  will  be recogniz[i©d &s  an  ixport&nt,

perhaps  brilliant,  contribution to  Southern  liter&ture®

6

ELF_L±Qha_ __T®___ F_r"l_e±±eEin  Professor  of  REodern  Life  and  Letters,  REedill  School
®f  doiarn&1ism,  fflorthity-egtern  University

I  have  examined  Hith much interest  the  application

statement aecoxpanying  this  report  form.

I  do  not  lmow REr.  Aswell  personally,  but  have  been

very definitely  interested  in  his  FTork,  which I  have  hacrm  of  in several ways,

through friends  and  through ny  orm  reading  experience.    I  regard  him gis  a

truly  promising young  ngriter,  and  his  proposal  for  urork seems  to  me  well  con-

sidered,  mature  iH  eQnception,  feasible  and  emineatly  worth while.    I  believe

that  the  estension  ®f  a  fellourship to  REP.  ASRT®11 "ould  have  more  than  the

usual  probability  ®f resulting`  in a distinguished and valuable  Contribution.

I  take  pleasure,  therefore,  in recommending  its  favara.ble  consideration.

REP.  #hit  Bunnett,  EditQp,  Story  and  ¥he  Story  Press,  RTew ¥orfa  City

I  printed  James  R®  Aswell  in §£gfg and  I  think his  firriting

is  excellent®

I  do  not  inen  him personally  but  have recommended  him  for

work  which he  handled,  I  understand,  very  sgLtisf&ctQrily.

AM
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