March 17, 1942

Dear Nr., Aswell: Thenks for your note of

Harch & and the enclosed
recommendation. Every morning for seversl
months I have wondered who wes helping Sgt.
York in his literary phase, and so it is inter-
esting to be in the lmow.

Thank you again for the
recommendation, which came in plenty of tiwe,
and I assume was speedad forward by the mumbled
spells.

Sincerely yours,

WL LAM YGOOD
WOH s MoK i :

fr. Junos Ro ASNkm
1301 Newman Avenue

Fashville, Tennessee




James R, Aswell,
1301 Newman Ave,,
Nashville, Tenn.
March 8, 1942,

we K ~?3{»' {LI;H | 17 R

Mr. ¥m. C. Haygood,
Director for Fellowships,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Sir:

On my return from my last trip, my wife gave me the enclosed report
blank which I have hastened to fill out, The first was mailed a couple of
months ago and I'm distressed that you did not receive it.

For several months now I have been with the CHICAGO SUN, traveling
with Sgt. Alvin York and helping him prepare his daily column for the SUN,
The first report blank was filled out up in the Wolf River Valley., I gave
it to a passing farmer who & said he was bound for Jamestown and promised to
mail it the first thing, My faith in red, honest-looking faces is sadly
shaken, However, I'm keeping my fingers crossed and mumbling suitable spellsg,
hoping that this copy reaches you before the gate comes down,

Sincerely

c“LLum44 éz.ﬁdmuu*stl_

M




— P i T James R, Aswell
1301 Newman Ave,,

S [ g Nashville, enn,
; | Dec. 14, 1941.

Mr. VWm, C., Haygood,
Julius Rosen#ald Fund,
4901 Ellis Ave.,
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Mr., Havgood:

This is a belated reply to vour note of November 17th. I have been
pushed to the limit in defense-morale work and have not, until now, had the
leasst chance to replv., Please pardon the delay.

I have in mind three persons who have promising plans for 1942 fellow-
ships:

Jobn Lipscomb, c/o The Nashville Tennessean, has in mind a study of the
poll tex evil in the South, John is assistantqeitv-editor of The Tennessean.
He has specialized for several years in investimgating the poll tax in this
state,

E.E., Miller, Greylynn Apts., Nashville, has planned a biography of his
father, E.E. Miller, Sr., for many yesars editor of The Southern Agriculturist
and founder of The Progressive Farmer. Mr. Miller wes one of the pioneer ad-
vocates of conservation and diversified cropping in the South. Young Miller is
at present State Editor of the Tennessee VWriters' Project. In my opinion.he is
one of the most promising writers in the section.

Mrs. Sue McDeniel, 2008 15th Ave., S., is working on a survev of insurance
rackets that have been victimizing Southern Negroes for seme years. Mrs, Mc-
Daniel has been a social worker. ©She is qualified to deal with the subject.

Sincerely
c‘-—.... 2. JM

A T
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I PROGRESS REPORT - JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND FELLOWS

Name Jemes Robert Aswell

Present position Free-lance writer.

Address 1301 Newman Avenue,
Nashville, Tennessee.

Since your fellowship was awarded have you received

(a) a salary increase?

(v) a promotion in rank? If so, please describe _—-If gelling to the Saturday
Evening Post and Collier's cen be called a promotion. Income increase it certainly is.

Degree received during award, or since, or progress made toward degree: pgvel
aporoximately two-thirds completed at this writing.

Title of dissertation

Publications, if any. (Please give titles, date, and place of publication.)
My estimation of a year se sufficient time for completion of my novel was over-

F=1

.

Special honors or activities

General remarks The Rosenwald grent hes been of inestimsble benefit to me, I have
learned and accomplished more in this vear than during sny preceding five., I shall
never cease being grateful, -

Incidentally, I am pleased to learn that Miss Moore received & grent. She de-
serves it , if anvone ever did,




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
To Payment Voucher No. 2628
Mr., James R, Aswell
N R S T s Date March ¥1, 1841
1501 Newman Aveaue

Nashville, Tennessee

t o]

Final psyment on fellowship granted 4/18/40 - - - - $140.00

Ck.#34686
Accounts . Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 59-7A $140.00

Preﬁred by

Checked by ‘ Posted by ‘

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

To Payment Voucher No. (.2
Mr, Jameg R. apwell

M Date February 26, 1041

$01 Newman Avanuo

Rasaville, Tenuegpee

Eleventh installment on fellowship grant - - - - - §140,00

Ck.#24414
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Wiive Soulbera Fellowghips 8274 §140.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
R -
Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO
To A Payment Voucher No. 2885
r. Jemeg R, Aswell
«“&x@&w Date January Bl, 1941
1301 Newman Avenue
Naghvlille, Tennesece
Tenth installment on fellowship grant = = « = = = = = $140.00
Ck.$24808
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 89-TA $140.00
Prepared by ‘ Checked by ‘ Posted by \
AN Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO 1
To Payment Voucher No. g4
Mr, Jam&’ R- sa'ell
— o Date December 51, 1940
1801 Newman Avenue
Negbville, Tennessee
Ninth payment on fellowslip = = = = = c « s c e v = = = = = $140.00
Ck.#24150
Accounts Appropriation No. ~ Debit Credit
FWhite Southern Fellowships B0-7A $140.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by

AM Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue = i l‘f._'.‘\ AICL VIO
CHICAGO e .T:- LAY ! J i o
To Payment Voucher No. 2083
Ur, Jemep R, Apwell
R — Date Novembsr £9, 13540
1301 Hewuman Aveaue
Nashville, Tenneasce
Eighth peyment on fellowship grant = = « = = = = = = ¢ = v = <« $140.00
Ck.#28950
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
#hite Uouthern Fellowships 59-74 $140.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
au Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGDO
To Mr, James R. Aswell Payment Voucher No. 18I5
2. :
3501 Wewman AVeaue Date  QO¢tober 31, 1940

& - 25 - | P
Hashviile, lennessce

Le7enth payment on fellowship graal - - - « = - = = -« - < §140,00

C’ﬁ-'*::.u ?45

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
fihite Southern Fellowships 22-Th $140.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
AM
Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue “'__ i 1 f“‘h"'_- 5"'. Tal il
CHICAGO - LAY O}

To jp, Jamee R, Agwell Payment Voucher N°' L7850
e N etk A e T A S

1801 Newman Avenue Date geptember 20, 1940
Naghville, Tennessee
Bixth juyment o lelloaplip great = « « =« « = = =~ ~ o - - - $140,00
Ck.#25838

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
fhite Southern Fellowehips 59-7A $140.00
Neg

Prepared by Checked by Posted by
Al

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue ) MNAIQ L] | (_:}Q.:
CHICAGO [ L L\ J/VYVYOI LT
To Payment Voucher No. 10+
Nr, James R, Aswell
1501 Rewman Averme
Hashwille, Tennessee
Pifth payment on fellowship gramted 4/18/40 v w v e e e v v 0 v v = $140,00
Ck, #23475
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 5974 £140,00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
Mck Comptroller




To James R. Aswell

Lhet

0 TN v - .
1201 Newamsn Avenue

Hashville, Teonnessee

Julius

Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue

LAY} Y
CHICAGO El L YWSHIPS
Payment Voucher No, 1482
Date July %1, 1940

Fourth peyment on fellowship granted 4/18/40 « = = = = « = = « = 2140,00

Ck, #2508

Accounts

White Southern Fellowships

Appropriation No.

S3=TA

Debit Credit

$140,00

Prepared by
McK

Checked by

Posted by

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald F

L OWSH: =

4901 Ellis Avenue t "”‘.C_:
CHICAGO ot
To Payment Voucher No. 150
f__-'E-:-. J RES i—l. i\kl'-:el}.
M-.-:,—= Date Ju 1y 1 s 1940

1301 dl' wWman Avenue

Neshville, Tennessee

T“l]‘"d pa-:}r:;‘eﬁt on fffll‘:?".'f‘ 1 .._'_" ['_};?I’E;\rlt WAL TR TRt e e . i {:""‘L{IO'{;D

Ck#25327
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 5374 $140,00

Prepared by Checked by

Posted by

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Aveme [T[T1 | MA/CLIIDO
CHICAGO FELL\JWOITIFO
To yp, Jemes R. Agwell . Payment Voucher No. 4- 48
=
1501 Newman Avenue Date May 51, 1940
Nashville, Tennessee
Second instellment on fellowship granted 4/18/40 = = « = = ~ = « $140.00
Ck.#25114 .
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships E9-7A $140.00
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
P I ! Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

To

¥r. Jumes R, Rswell

1801 Newman Avenue

Hashville, Tenneszae

i -1 1 VSHIPS
4901 Ellis Avenue — ':i,__OV‘V 9 i i ! o)

- |
CHICAGO R P S
Payment Voucher No. 1zbl

Date Kay 14, 1940

_________________ $160,00

First paynxent on fellowship grant
Ck.#23081
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 59-TA $160.00

P d b Checked b
r{e__?‘fre y e ¥

Posted by

Comptroller
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Mey 8, 1940

Dear Hr, Aswell: I am returning to you the
exhibit material which you

sent with your application for a fellowship.

This includes sections of GOD BLESS THE DEVIL,

Story and Harpers, and TENNESSEE.

fle also received a copy of
THESE ARE OUR LIVES from the publisher, and
I do not know whether this was sent at your re-
quest or by one of the others in the Writers'
Project. W®ill yor please let me know whether or
not it is yours?

Very truly yours,

FrAma= R —
FM Reviiar me
{

2

L7

e = .
Lol [AE

Hashville, Tennessee

e
=
[y a—




May 2, 1940

Dear Hr. Aswell: Your recent letter to

Mr. Reynolds has been re-
ferred to me. For convenience I have set up a
peyment plan of $160 peyable to you on May 15, and
monthly installments of §140 each beginning June 1,
1940 and ending with the payment due on April 1, 1941.

Wie do not require progress
reports from our Fellows. Toward the end of your period
of study we shall get in touch with you in connection
with a report on how the work has gone during the past
Year.

Very truly yours,
DoroTHY A. ELVIDGE
DAE: AM
well

13501 Newman Ave :
Nashville, Tennessee



April 30, 1940

Desr ir. Aswell: Thank you for your note of
the 29th. Your former let-
ter was safely received.
In a few days Hiss Flvidge
will write you regarding a payment plan under
the fellowship.

Very truly yours,
GHRILY

liashville, Tennesaao
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James R. Aswell,
1501 Newmean Ave.,
Nashville, Tenn.,
April 29, 1940.

Mr. George M. Reynolds,
Director for Fellowships,
Julius Rosenwald fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,

Dear Mr. Heynolds:

A few days ago I mailed a letter of acceptance. I
em alrsady uneasy for fear that the letter may have miscarried in
the mails. If thls should have happened, please consider this
note as very positive acceptance of the grant.

Sincersly,

brinn R, Apisans
JRA :ww -



James R. Aswell,
1301 Newman Ave.,
Nashville, Tenn.,
April 22, 1940.

Mr. George M. Reynolds,
Director of Fellowships,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear NMr. Reynolds:-

Just to make 1t official, I do indeed accept the grant. If
possible, I should llke to have it 1n monthly installments, begin-
ning May 15, 1940,

One thing I forgot to ask you--Am I supposed to make pro-
gress reports on the novel? If so, to whom and how often?

I enjoyed meetling you people and again want to thank you
for your kindness. I shall do my best to justify 1it.

Sincersly,

-{¢~uxa cz.fsﬁﬂvfiunv




— : " James R. Aswell

V= L 1301 Newmsn Ave.,
Neshville, Temn.
March 23, 1940,

Dear Mr. Reynolds:

Since mailing you the Tennesgee Guide last week I have been
haunted with a fear that, in my rush to mark the sections which I
did, I may have placed the wrong symbols beside a couple of the titles
in the Table of Contents. The Memphis City section should have been
marked with sn "X", indicating collaboration. I did the historical
pert of this peper and Jack Boone, now with the University of Iowa,
did the contemporary scene and points of interest. The essay on
Negroes should be marked "O", indicating rewriting and editing. It
may be that this is the way they are marked. However, please check
them if it is not too much trouble.




FELLOWSHIPS.—~ __ ASWELL __ JAMES

Ty

EXCERPT FROM LETTER FROM HERSCHEL BRICKELL &-1 8-40

"Mr. Aswell's stories are really anecdotes and as
such well enough written, although neither they nor the
sketches in "These are our lives" form any very sound
basis for a judgment of the writer'!s ability to handle
long fiction. About all that can be said is that Mr.
Aswell and Miss Moore are both perfectly competent at
their jobs - both show & thorough grasp of the princi-
ples of writing and elso an understanding of their ma-
terial, in other words. They would be plain gambles
without more fiction upon which to judge their possibi-
lities.."

e e
=N
T \




Mareh 15, 1940

Dear Mr. Brickell: I am enclosing some short

stories by James R. Aswell
which are soon to be published by the University
of Horth Carolina Press. What do you think of
them? They are his own, from research to final
writing.

Sincerely yours,

GHR*HLU
s CGeorce M. ReynoLps

Mir. Herschel Brickell
Care of Hrs. W. R. Wade
Clifton Heights
Ratchez, Hississippi

9{*’-'&---54_ ¥ ¥2% ,Vyi,&.-a. Al _
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lisrch 4, 1940

Dear ir. Aswell: Ve should like soms exhibit

material for our Committee,
and will appreciate your sending it just as
scon as possible. We have a copy of These Are
Our Lives, and have merked your stories in that
volume. In addition, can you send us & reprint
of some of your stories in Story, and the ome
that appearsd in Harper's for March, 1938%2
Anything else that you would like to send will,
of course, be useful, and everything will be re-~
turnsd to you later in the sprinz.

Very truly yours,




February 22, 1840

Dear Mr. Botkin: Some weeks ago we sent you

a plan of work submitted by
Mr. James R. Aswell, asking for a statement
regarding him and his work. All of ¥r. Aswell's
references are in but this one, and I wonder if
you ¢an send your recommendation along in the
very near future.

Very truly yours,

lr. B. A. Botkin
Department of English
University of Oklashoma
Norman, Oklahoma



December 28, 1929

Dear Hr. Burnett: Thank you very much for

your statement regarding
Mr. Jemes R. Aswell. I shall be glad to pre-

sent this additionsl word to the Committee on
Fellowships.
Very truly yours,
GHR*1LU
W

¥r. Whit Burnett

Story and the Story Press
432 Fourth Avenue

New York, N. Y.

I
=S5—>
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December 14, 1938

Dear Mr. Burnett:

Mr. James R, hAsEalleofslash-
“¥1lle, Tennessee, is applying
to us for a fellowship. I am enclosing a copy of
his plan of work.

Although Mr. Aswell does not
list you among his references, he indicates that
h2 has had various contactswith you, and that your
magazine published one of his storiss. Ws shall
be very grateful indeed for anything that you can
tell us sbout Mr. Aswell and about his ability to
srite. Whatever you say will, of course, be held
in strict confidencs.

Very truly yours,

T T 8“1 DE

GHMR*MLU Hier

Mr. Whit Burnstt
Story Magazine
422 Fourth Avenue
New York, K. Y.
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m JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. James R. Aswell

Report Requested of___ Mr, W, T. Couch

University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship

Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the- large number of candidates who apply for
grants. :

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

.__{7 N/ 4«

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

| I have mown lMr, James Aswell for a little over a year., I became ac-

guainted with him through my work as Regional Director of the Federal Writers!
FroJject.

Mr. Aswell did a large amount of work on the volume These Are Our Lives.
He edited all the stories from Tennessee and wrote one story himself. Since
I did the final editing, I am in a position to have an opinion on the quality
of Mr, Aswell's work. All the menuscripts he submitted were in excellent con-
dition and needed no further work on my part.

I first became aware of Mr., Aswell's ability through reading a story
of his in %r's. Shortly after I read this sbory, he was dropped from the
Tennessee s or reasons which I considered unjustified. I went to Tennessee
especially to investigateand decided that he ghould be put back on the staff
and the man then in charge removed. After much difficulty with WPA officials
in Tennessee, my recommendations were carried out, and Mr.. Aswell was restored
to the staff and given a responsible position with considerably increased salary.
Since that time, Mr. Aswell's work has completely justified my good opinion
of him,

i OVER



Only a few days ago, we received a manuscr:.pt of tall tales, God Bless
the Devil, from Tennessee, I read this manuscript Sunday a week a.go “end in
my op:l.n:.on the tall tales in the volume are as good as any material of that
kind ever published. A few deys later, Mrs. Paine of the Press editorial
departmemt gave me a report on the manuscript which I was glad to discover
was in accord with my own opinion., We will publish the manuscript either this
spring or next fall, 1940,

Mr., Aswell edited all of this volume and wrote a considerable number
of the stories,

I consider Mr, Aswell the most promising young writer I have met in the
South. He has excellent command of short story and novel technigques and can

give form to materials which appear to be hopeless, He can find good stories
where other people would not imagine their existence, and he has an unerring
dramatic sense. In my opinion, his judgment is thoroughly sound.

I have no hesitation in recommending Mr. Aswell withoub quelification.
I believe he will do honor to any fellowship that can be given to him involving
literary work, In my opinion, it would be a terrible mistalke not to give him
time to do the work that he can do.

It happens that only a few days ago, without being requested by anyone
to do so, I wrote a letter to Mr. Moe of the Guggenheim Foundation recommending
Aswell, I had heard he intended to apply for a Guggenheim, and I hope very much
that he gets either a Rosenwald or Guggenheim, He would profit by having first
a Rosenwald and later a Guggenheim; and I think the development of the arts in
this area will also profit tremendously by this,

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold

a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed W . }. @AM
W. T, Couch \
Position or Title____ Director of The University of Worth Carolins Press

Address. Chapel Hill, N..C,

Date_December 11, 1939

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addresseg, stamped envelope is enclosed.



\ ~ JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

—~—

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. James R. Aswell

Report Requested of. Mr, Jack H. Boone

University of Iowa, Iowa City

o

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship

Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

Director for Fellowships

REPORT Pas ores
| four years ederal
iriters he pro-
| blems o and
| in his :
| tolerant. ories
| of Mr. 1b-
] lished
oTrK.
®1 7 € a
. AS ery sound. In so far as
novels attempted by writers in
Z- a t1 middle class. Certainly,
ady 1t novel and a social

- of the 01ld [South which\hasislowly felt
1 » 3 o s L o -~ - T 1
the encroachment of industrislism, is an ideald selfiing for a novel.
. - % =2 \ Y o ~WiheyEh 1 T qa el
l Born and bred here, Mr. #dswell knows thel towndthor®izghly. The "VC'{};ER
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

res

Signed QMJ( H éw
Position or T1tle M P b :

Address m!f”# Wﬁw

o 0o asudren 8/, 2 7

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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STORY and THE STORY PRESS

432 FOURTH AVENUE - NEW YORK - MURRAY HILL 4 -753020

Editors: WHIT BURNETT - MARTHA FOLEY Adsociate: BERNARDINE KIELTY

December 27, 1939

Mr. George M. Reynolds : i :
Julius Rosenwald Fund Jho, s laet fiali3
49Nl Ellis Avenue ; i
Chicago, Illinois ol

Dear Mr, Reynolds:

I printedg{:iggrgh_%gmall_iamsmoRY and I think his
writing 1 ent.

I do not know him personally but have recommended him
for work which he handled, I understand, very satis-
factorily.

Sincerely yours
WB:RD
Enc.l

&

| Sty
/



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. James R. Aswell

Report Requested of ___ Dr. John T. Frederick

Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship

Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.
77. 4

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

I have examined with much interest the application state-
ment accompanying this report form.

I do not know Mr. Aswell personally, but have been very
definitely interested in his work, which I have known of in
several ways, through friends and through my own readinz ex-

perience. I regard him as a truly promising young writer,

and his proposal for work seems to me well considered, mature

in conception, feasible and eminently worth while. I believe
that the extension of a fellowship to Mr. Aswell:woudd have

more than the usual probability of resulting inla distinguished
OVER



and valuable contribution. I take pleasure, thnerefore, in

recommending its favorable consideration.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed

Position or Title. Profegsor of MNodern Life and Tetters,

Address.__ Medill School of Journalism, Northwestern University,

Evanston, Tllinojs. Date_December 12, 1939

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addresseg, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. Jemes R. Aswell

Report Requested of ____dr. E. C. Aswell

Harper & Brothers, 49 Fast 3%rd Street, New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.
J ¥ / .

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

] The applicant is my brother. Consecuently I know him very well snd have
a very hizh regard for his abilities a2s a writer, but in spite of our relationshipo,
I do not believe I am unduly lenient or prejudiced in his behalf,

As an editor of Harper & Brothers, I have read the completed chapters of
the novel which the applicant has outlined, and I and my colleagues were so greatly
impressed by the quality of the writing, the excellence of the characterization,
and the whele feeling which the chapters conveyed of a certain type of middle class
life in en industrial Southern towm, that we gave him a contract for the publication
of the book, and made him an advance of $250 to help him towards its completion,
Since others besides myself were involved in the awarding of this contract and in
the editorial judsment on which it was based, I can assure you, if sssurance is
needed, that the decision was errivedjat in the usual hard-boiled manner by which
publishers make up their minds, and that mere sentiment did not enter into it.

The facts which the spplicant has outlined sbout himself, his trainthg, the
work ne has done and is doing, and the peculiarly difficult personal circumstances
that have attended him in the last few years, are altogether true., He has wholly
supported himself, his wife, and child by writinz for some five or six years. Much

of this writing has been published in newspapers and small’ @azazines in the South,
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although his work has also appeared in Harper's Maszazine and in Storv. He has
also contributed to 2 volume published by the North Carolina Press entitled
These Are Qur Lives.

I believe 1 have never known a writer who worked harder at his writing than
my brother, unless it was Thomas Wolfe, But so much of his time has necessarily
had to be taken up in the writing by which he has earned his living that he has not
had either the time or the enerzy left over for the creative work which he wants
most to do and which he thought he would be able to do on 2 part time basis when he
signed the contract with Harper & Brothers.,

There has been, within the last decade, somsthing approsching a rennissance
of literery effert in the South, and many of the literary fisures that come instantly
to mind as among the best or more significant American writers have belonsced to this
movement, People like Thomas Wolfe, William Faulkner, Allen Tate, Caroline Gordon,
Roark Bradford, Robert Penn Warren, Richard Wright, Paul Green, Jonathan Daniels,
Erskine Caldwell, and in the more vopular field, of course, Marcaret Mitchell., As
a Southerner, I believe it is no accident thet literary activity has been greater

in the South than in any other section cof The difference between life
as it is lived in the South and any imagze
undoubtedly greater there than elsewhere,
has certainly been one of the zrsat urges

the country,
of the good life &s it might be lived is
end the consciousness of this difference
prompting Southerners to write, just as

it has always been one of the great urges to writers everywhere. The book which
my brother proposes to complete if he should be fortunate enouzh to chtain a Julius
Rosenwald fellowship, stems from this source. When it is written and publiched, as
it surely will ve some day, if not by one means, then by another, I am confident

| that it will be recognized as an impeortant, perhepe brilliant, contribution to

| Southern literature,

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

szt—/ éaW 42;? /?/4,,,,,‘_0 Q

Siéned_iw [2 SGLM

Editor of Harper & Brothers

Position or Title

Address 49 East 33rd Street

New York, N. Date December 16, 1939

v
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Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate MI" « James R . ;:'-.S\".:equ

Report Requested of_  Yr. C. Brooks

The Southern Review, Baton Rouge, Loulsians

reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,

and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for

grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

[

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Dear Mr. Reynolds:

I have read a number of Mr. Aswell's stories and think
that he has a very rich material from which to work. THE
SOUTHERN REVIEW has been very much interested in him, and
all of us here have considered his work/filled with a great
deal of vitality and promise.

It is almost idle to predict how a first novel will turn
out. But I have read the description of Mr. Aswell's project
very carefully, and I am certain that his novel will have a
great deal of force and power. Hls stories have indicated
that he has a rich background of material and real talemt with
words.

I do not know Mr. Aswell personally, and there will
doubtless be other people to whom you may refer for information
concerning his personality. Yet I think that there is a
positive advantage in appraieing a writer only through his
work, and I have considered that work, I can assure you,
most carefully. It is my considered judgment that the Rosenwald
Fund will make no mistake in granting him a fellowship for the

OVER



project he has in mind.

Sincerely yours,

Glea.nth Brooks, }

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Aoy st L e adert i
. : ) G

Signed w M %r\

Position or Title MF @lﬂﬁn ' 5. U\ Yrovpasis ELSnd %”_
G 5 U
Address
Dace e 21 /931

Please return to the Director for Fellowshlgs Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




I have read portions of Wayfaring Stranger in manuscript and almost

everything else that Mr. Aswell has written. The scope of his projected
novel is &s broad zs his grasp of his materiezl is firm., On the basis of
my thorough femiliarity with his work and our recent but feirly intensive
acquaintance, I have no hesitation in recommending bim es one of the most
talented and versatile of the younger Southern writers.

Writing of what he calls the "large urban middle class," he neverthe=-
less knows the rural as well a&s the industrial South, both whits and black,
and cen represent with egual authority end skill workingman, farmer,
professional &nd business types. Underlying his varied knowladge &nd
experience of the South is his background in folk life snd tradition. This
folk basis mekes his work rich not only in character but in speech znd,
ebove all, in humor. His mastsry of yarns and "rough horseplay" is seen
in his contributions to the forthcoming volums of Tennessee tall tales,

God Bless the Devil: (University of North Carolina Press).

Through his work on the Tennessee Writers' Project as well =as on the
Tennessee newspapers, he has had ample opportunity to observe and study
the political and economic conditions of the South, past and present,

(See his contributions to These Are OQur Lives, University of North

Carolina Press). He is a serious and conscientious craftsmen &nd a
sensitive and intelligent interpreter. I have great faith in his

literary promise and in his regional significance,
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“~Dear lMr. Reynolds: o A : T i

I 1ike toth the stories in Story end H

and e8pecially the one in Harpers. They Svem to me the st“o{}éﬁa- 2
yet submitted that lir lirsAswel 1 48 gualified to tackle longer £

; running rythym of hie collouial. converegtion is excel dent and
. every reason to believe that he und erstands the people he is w
gbout, It Scems to me on the basis of thesc stories-- and all the
this guthor's work of various kinds I hme seen-- that he ought tﬁ.

i an excellent prospect ;,cr vow novels lista B = -

The magazines aro being



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. James R. Aswell

Report Requested of. Dr. B. A. Botkin

University of Oklahoma, Normen

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a
reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s personal characteristics and qualifications,
and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in the field
of study proposed. An early reply to this inquiry will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship
Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the large number of candidates who apply for
grants.

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

f g
. /. - "4

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

| I have read portions of Wayfaring Stranger in manuscript and almost every-

thing else that Vr. Aswell has written. The scope of his projected novel is as
broad as his gresp of his material is firm. On the basis of my thorough femiliare
ity with his work and our recent but fairly intensive acquasintence, I have no
hesitation in recommending him as one of the most talented and versatile of the
younger Southern writers.

Writing of what he calls the "large urban middle class," he nevertheless

knows the rurel-as well as the industrial South, both white and black, and can

represent with equal authority and skill workingman, farmer, professiocnel and

business types. Tnderlying his veried lmowledge and experience of the South is

| OVER



his background in folk life and tradition. This folk basis makes his work riéh
not only in character but in speech and, above all, in humor. His mastery of
yarns and "rough Horsepley" is seen in his contributions to the forthcoming

volume of Tennessee tall tales, God Bless the Dev:ll (Universlty of North Caro-

lina Press).
Through his work on the Tennessee Writers! Project as well as on the Tenn-

essee newspapers, he has had ample opportunity to observe and study the political

and economic conditions of the South, past end present. (See his contributions to

These Are OQur lives, University of Worth Carolina Press). He is a serious and

conscientious craftsman end a sensitive eand intelligent interpreter. I have

great faith in his literary promise and in his regional significance.

{

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it dlﬂicult to obtain and hold
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Si@em .

Position or Title

A EplA Wnding' Uik Lrany
Address LVL M 2599 0'( e"“ﬂﬁm

\lV_uA/!.s.mfm g Date2-/20 /40 8

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosénwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




1940 JW o
Name James Robert Aswell Field: Creative Mriting

State Editor, Tennessee Friters' Project
George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville

Plan of Work

The writing of a novel called Wayfaring Stranger, to treat of the
childhood, adolescence and young manhood of David Seviery through him is teold the
story of a middle class scuthern family in ite relation to a time, a people, and a
towm. Period: From the close of the World War to the mid-depression yesrs.

Seeks no degree. Probable duration of work eight to twelve months
beginning as soon afiter April 1940 as possible.

Personal Data Born Nashville, Tennessee, March, 1911. Married, Age: 29
one child,

Undergraduate Work

Graduate Work

Experience Reporter, Nashville Banner, 1928-29; free lance writer
1929-583 State Editer, Tennessee Writers' Project, 19
$2100.

Accomplishments

Publicationss More than 1800 short stories, serials, and articles for small
magazinesy short stories in éto;x, September, 1936, and
Harper's, March, 1988j several sectlons of the EMMQ&I
short stories in These Are Our Lives and in God Bless Devi
(to be published by the University of North carolina. ?ress »

References

W. T. Couch, Director, University of North Carelina Press

B. A. Botkin, Department of English, University of Oklahome

E. C. Aswell, Book Editor, Herper & Brothers

C. Brooks, Associate Editor, The Southern Review, Baton Rouge Budget Summary

John T, Frederick, Department of English, Northwestern University

Jack H., Boone, Department of English, University of Iowa Total Amount Needed $2200.00
From Applicant __500,00 %

From Fund $1700.00

* to come from hackwork.
AMOUNT GRANTED
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James R. Aswell

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

In 1928, when I finished high school, I went to work for the Nash-
ville Banner as cub reporter on the police round., After a few months of
this I was transferred to general assignments. In addition, I substituted
for the music and drama critics when need arose and was given much feature
work, Late in the following year drastic salary reductions were ordered.
Finding that my pay envelope now held just about enough to pay for lunches
and transportation, I quit the Banner and began free-lancing,

At the time, I realized that I had too little experience to write
for the better markets, but that there might be a chance at the very bottom.
Therefore, I aimed at the small denominational magazines and was able to
sell them short stories and fact articles-—enough of them to pay for my up-
keep. In the meantime I studied everything I could find on writing—text-
books, dismal writers' magazines, and all., I wrote essays, sketches, and
short stories for practice. I walked the streets of Nashville, roamed in
the hills, attended auctions, revivals, market days on the square, court-
trials, and so on and so on, filling looseleaf binders with notes. Most of
it, even the Sunday School stories, was excellent practice,

Part of the support of my family fell to me during the hard years
of the depression and it was necessary for me to grind out enormous gquanti-
ties of this denominational hackwork because there was a ready market for it.

One magazine, The Challenge, & weekly Baptist story paper for late teen-age



James R. Aswell Professional Experience
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and adult readers, I was finally writing almost in its entirety except for
the inspirational editorials. Under a variety of pseudonymns, I wrote each
week for this magazine: (1) A short story (2) A serial chapter (3) 4 fact
article (4) Pages on art-—music——books, scientific developments or travel
(5) Short filler articles., This meant approximately 30,000 words a month
contributed to this one source, at from a fourth to a half-cent a word,
Also I turned out shorts and articles for other denominational magazines,
A1l told, between 1930 and 1938, I wrote and sold more than 1,600 short
stories, serials, articles, and sketches to such markets.

I tried to learn something from every story and article and to do
each as well as possible within the narrow editorial specifications of the
magazines, Whenever I could squeeze time from the grind, I wrote short
stories intended for the guality merkets. As a reaction to the sweetness
and light of my bread-and-butter work, these stories were brutal sledge-

hsmmer things, bristling with rapes, killings, lynchings, and general
savagery, 1 began getting notes from editors instead of form rejection
slips, Here are two that are typical, one from Henry Goddard Leach, the
other from Whit Burnett: "Well written, dramatic, but too grim"-—"These
are both excellent stories, but my God! Such raw meat could not be sent
through the mailsi"

Then Story took one, Harper's another, Household a third, But
it was extremely difficult to follow these leads., This everlasting hack-
work had to be done before anything else because we had to eat and the stuff
was certain to sell, And by the time I had done 30 or 40 thousand words
of it a month, I had practically nothing left in me,

In 1937 I submitted four chapters of & novel, WAYFARING STRANGER?
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to Harper's and received an advance and a contract for that and two more
novels. (See Progress To Date section of the Plan of Vork)

In the spring of 1938 the Washington office of the Federal Writers'
Project had me appointed state editor of the Tennessee Project. My job was
to prepare the Tennessee Guide for press., To give an adequate idea of the
experience gained in this work, it is necessary to describe briefly the
quality of the project as I found it.

The Tennessee Guide, a 265,000 word volume, had been in prepara-
tion for two-and-a-half years. None of the material had been accepted as
press-copy by the Washington editors, I found that, as it stood, it was an
emazing jumble of frilly-to-illiterate writing, sweeping generalizations,
groundless suppositions, and doubtful blocks of figures., Also there were
whole pages copied word for word and without quot;a from easily available
gource books., Especially was this true of the essay section. Two out of
three of the professional writers on the project, after trying vainly to make
headway, had quit in disgust. One of the editors who preceeded me had been
a railway mail clerk before he had been discharged for drunkenness. The
project had been a catch-all for persons too incompetent or aged to stay on
other projects. The director was an ex-Cambellite preacher who could not
spell three consecutive words correctly, did not know a phrase from a sen-
tence, and yet insisted on rewriting all copy. His second-in-command was
an ex-bootlegger's delivery boy and rubber prophylactic salesman, (I am aware
that this sounds like wild exaggeration, but it is only a tiny fraction of
the howling reality). Fortunately these two men were discharged before it
was too late.

At least helf of the essay section was so inaccurate thset it hed
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to be discarded outright. Many of the essays, then, had to be started from
scratch, It was up to me to do them from research to press copy, and to do
it I had to acquire a comprehensive background in the more importsnt phases
of the development of Tennessee, and--incidentally--absorbed much more than
could be compressed in & 90,000 word essay group. In sddition to the essays,
I had to rewrite most of the city and tour copy. This, too, demanded con-
siderable research which I had to do myself,

As soon as the Guide was completed, I concentrated on life histories
for the Life In The South Series, planned by the University of North Carolins
Press. I wrote and collaborated on fifty of these. The first volume, These
Are Our Lives, conteined nine stories upon which I had worked. The others
have been accepted for future publication by W, T. Couch, Director of the
Press, Life histories_ﬁave me flesh-and-blood illustrations of the social
and economic problems ffhad studied in preparing essays for the Guide.

When life history work was temporarily suspended, Washington sent
me to Birmingham to rewrite the essay section of the Alabama Guide. Here,
my experience with the Tennessee Guide was repeated., When reorganization
of the VWriters' Projects was begun in July, I returned home and began work
on two books: (1) A survey of a Vest Tennessee farm community, employing
the life history technique (2) A volume of Tennessee folk tales. Both were
sponsored by the University of North Carolins Press.

The wolume of folk tales, God Bless The Devili, haé’just been
sent to press. Of the twenty-six stories, I wrote sixteen, edited the others,
end contributed an appendix of jdiomatic words and expressions. At present
I am working on the farm commnity survey, which I hope to have done by

Lpril.



Janees R. Aswell

SUPPLEMENTARY PUBLICATION LIST

In the TENNESSEE GUIDE (Viking Press):

Folklore: The Living Past
The Working Man

Commerce aAnd Industry
Hatural Setting

History And Government

Religion

Education
Agriculture
Musle
Nashville

lote: In additlion, I rewrote and reorganigzed the remain-
ing essay, city, and tour copy, supplementing it
with nuch new material from my own research. Thus,
the sections which I did not write from start to
finish can be counted as collaborations.

In THESE ARE OUR LIVES (Universlty of North Carolina Press):

'd Rather Die
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COLLABORATIONS 3

Lived Too Long

It's A Christian Factory
On The Road To Sheriff
«+oAnd Costs

The Crend ¥sys

Easlor ¥ays

Heary Willle

Two other stories from which I cut my by-line, rather
than have 1t appear on all of the Tennessee stories, are:

Note:

Solid Time
Till The River Rises

Collaboration 1%’ the case of these stories did not
mean simple reorganizetion and rewriting. It was
necessary to %o over the brief first sketches sent
in by the field workers, then send detailed question-
naire for each case., Often three and four seta of
guestions had to be sent before one interview was
satisfactory for final writing. These gquestions, of
course, were over and sabove the gemeral question-
naire prepared by Couch's staff for all field work-
ers. After the shorthand notes on each interview
had been transcribed, I then reorganized the story,
cutting repetitions and meaningless digressions,

and eliminating as far as possible the mechanical
question-and-answer feel, left by the questionnalr-
€8s

In GOD BLESS THE DEVIL! (to be published by University of
North Carolina Press):

Preface
Y. Melv
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fea

A Real Hunk Of Dresming

Zime To Call Titus ¥illsaps

Flddler's Dram

The Hag Of Hed River
De ays Of De Wimmens
Sneke Country

Little Eisht Johm
Luster An Ds Devil
Zompey An Do Nawd

014 Hgrny's Own

Fool Killing Shep Goins

They At The Llars' Bench: List Of
el it JTdiomatic r%aaI 2

COLLABORATIONS:

Even Stephen
Io The Last Breath Of Fizht

$ix Bundred Honest Pounds

liote: This book has Just been delivered to the University
af Korth Carolina Press. It will be printed in
arly spring., I have & complete set of carbon cop~-
:‘ml if they are required for inspection by the Fel-
lowship Comuittec.

The sbove statements concerning Federal Writers?
Project books can be verified by:

William R. ¥eDenlel, Director,
Tennessee Writers' Project,

George Peabody College For Teeachers,
Nashville, Tenneasee.

We T. Couch

Box 510,

Chapel Hill, NH. C.



James Re. Aswell

STATEMENT OF PLAN OF WORK

(1) DESCTIPTION OF PROJECT

WAXVARING “THANOER (tentative title; cstimated length,
150,000 words) is laid in Cardiff (Nashville In all but
neme ), an old Southern market town in the process of in-
dustriallzation. David Sevier's famlly might be called
the Southern mlddle class in mlerocoam. His grandpsrents
are trensplanted country folk and literally represent the
‘recent agricultural past of the family. Orandmother Furgu-
son's mind lives in the old cays when she was & farm-wife.
Grandfather Furguson is the backwoods past of hard drink-
ing and tall tele telling, of mighty eating, rough horse-
play, of great good humor that can suddenly twrn into blind
faries.

The Sevier family 1s dominated by lstty, a heavy posi-
tive woman of almost savage vigor who is determined to
1ift the family by its bootstraps. letty is the antithesis
of imaginetion. Her mind cennot reach beyond things felt,
seen, Lasted, heard, Her devouring ambition takes the form

of Msnaging and Perfect liotherhood, rx hP. ym/qt b‘/‘h. J.-
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cleanest, largest, and most ornately stuffed in the neigh-
borhood. Her children, by their manners, grades in school,
and so on, must always reflect glory on their mother who
made them what they are. The children are extensions of
herself which she industriously attempts molding to carry
out the various alms which she, In her own person as a
woman, 1s unable to accomplish. This is the central thread
of Hetty's storye. At first Hetty ls religious in an off-
hand conventional manner, but finally there 1s room in her
for nothing but worship at her own shrine. When her wish-
¢s are crossed, Hetty sees a blasphemous revolt ag:inst di-
vinely ordained suthority. fhe feels sincersly justified
in taking the hardhest measures to crush that revolt,
Joseph fevier, a quiet gentle little man, a skilled
artisan, was swamped by the burly Scotch-Irish Furgusons
after he merried Hetty. He is an insrticulate flgure mov-
ing In the background, a means to Hetty for begettiing
children and supporting them. The home 1s Hetty's, not
his, and to all intents he is there 'only under sufferance.
Thomas “evier, David's older bLrother, is a logical
second generatlon development of Hetty--intelligent, methodi-
cal, matter-of-act, ambitious. Mary Sue 1s Hetty's foggy
ideal of Perfect Wamanhood, got from cheap novels, movies,
and the Methodlist Church. B5he 1s pretty, mindless, prudish,
babbling and exceedingly lgnorant. ,
David Sevier is the odd one of Tﬁ family snd of him

A
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Hetty 1= half-proud, half-resentful. Becsuse he is not
doclle, he absorbs Hetty's notions unevenly and never
schieves the unquestioning certainties which lead Thomss
in straight lines toward the goals he has chosen.

The novel opens when the Seviers move from a crowded
section of Cardiff to a subdivision on the outskirts of
town where Hetty makes a down-payment on a great dllaplda~
ted old brick house, once the home of an 0ld Family. For
& time Hetty is able to Juggle finances enough to present
& pleture of apparent prosperity. Against this background
unfold David's childhood and adolesacence.

Before David's birth, Hetty has read several volumes
of great orations in order to lmplant in him a genius for
oratory. He was to be a great lawyer, as Thomas was to
be a great minister of the Gospel, as ¥ary cue was to mar-
ry the wealthy son of same 0ld Family. To letty's deep
despalr end bewilderment, David cannot be persuaded or
coerced into reciting succecssfully in publiec the little
speochoes which she deems the first step toward his appoint-
ed eareer. IHe elther bogs down completely or stops in mid-
flight to make faces, Jump up and down, and otherwise fur-
nish impromptu amisement for his sudience.

When David learns to read, he projects himself Into a
land of malte~belleve peopled by his fancy. For a time,
he almost ceases tc live in the everyday world. Untll
sdolescence seta in, David canst&ntﬁ?‘hnu gods and horoes
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as companions.

me of David's strong traits is a passion for experi-
ment. He pons rabbits end guinea pigs together to see 1f
they will breed a new specles. He feeds the cow all msn-
ner of weeds and leaves and the chickens strange seeds
and berries, then examines the milk and egsa for some
miraculous change in guallty. He sets thrush epss under
flickers and watches eagerly to see how the changelings
will fare. He collects all the old bottles of medicine
about the house mixes thelr contents with the steeped
Julces of weeds and flowers, and sips it to see what will
happen. He tries to make silver by mslting leadfoll and
slass together. He bolls green corn in & can to discover
if whiskey will result. He attempts to fly snd to learn
the Water Baby's secret of breathing under water. He draws
a cabalistie ring in s secret clearing in the woods, re-
cites the Lord's Prayer backward, and walts for Baalzebub
to appesr. He believes that some day--probably tomorrow--
he will surely find a food, & fairy spring, or an incanta-
tion which instantly will make him bull-strong, all-wise,
and possessed of ten dollars. He 1s always on the loockout
for it.

After the birth of Baby George, David is freer of
supervision., Spurred by intense curiousity, he wanders
away from home at every opportunity. Through the uncritical
eyes and mind of a child, he absorbs a vest quantity of the



James Re. Aswell Plan of Work

5
.

iiving around him. IHe is welcomed in the Negro settlements.
The shantyboat folk on the river are his friends. Ko
spends fascinated hours with them as they run thelr trot-
lines or operate their stills back 1n the canebrakes. Ilie
novers sbout the chain gang while it mends the county roads,
talking to prisoners and guards. He walks into the houes
of the gentry, ammsing them by his nalve chatter snd ques-
tions. These new adventures and people are as vivid as
Thorfin Karlsefne, Sir Galshad, Tarzen of the Apes, Sinbad,
end the rest of the bright company which he has met iIn
bookse In comparison, school--compound misery of foul eir,
mob-gruelty, and barely literate teachers--is almost in-
tolerable.

pavid begins early to wonder sbout God. During end-
less buzzing s ulrmy mornings in Sunday “chool where he
has been sent washed, combed, end werned by Hetty, he learns
about the loaves and fishes, shyster Jacob and bumbling
isau, and the sweeter teachings of Christ. In Sunday School
the chief emphasis is laid on the God of Love who 1s fond of
children and makes & point of looking out for the sparrows.
In chureh the preacher almost invariably bears down on the
reging Bedouln Thunderer of the 0ld Testament. It socums
that Christ is mostly for children and Iaveh Sabaoth for
the adults. For him David develops an hysterical fear. He
gees him as an immense 0ld msn with red-glittering eyes and
g long white beard, tobaeco-ata&nﬁt‘;g_thb ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ. ﬂgfiﬁzﬁa
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behind a white cloud spying down to see 1f any little boys
sre disobeying thelr mothers., He fingers a bolt of lightning
sugorly. David is extraordinarily ceutious sbout what he
does 1f there is the leest speek of a cloud in the sky. As
for Christ.,' David sees him in the likeness of tubercular
wr. Johnson who lives down the street. He sees a pale slck-
ly young man who lets peopls slap him without striking back.
pavid's current hero is Jess Willard; he doesn't think
mach of Christ. Later, when he finds that by some sirange
inexplicable process Jesus snd the terrible old gaffer be-
hind the clouds are cne and the same, he fears Christ also.
¥any ere the nights he wakes in a sweating cramp of fear
from nightmeres of being pounced upon by that terrible old
wan, Though he hears considerable talk about the Devil
and is afrald he might be crouching in some dark corner of
the cellar, David 1s not much concernsd over him., The
Devil is like 01d Raw Head and Bloody Bones who can make
you seuttle in out of the nizht when you don't belleve in
him at alle The old man is David's Devil, There lan't
room in his pantheon [or another.

when David is twelve he comes into violent confllet
with the mores of the family over the subject of Evolutlon.
kvolution has enthralled him, he has read everything he
could get on it, He has talked Evolutlion pretiy freely
with ot.her boys. He has bullt up an amszing kmmk for

twisting his lfeatures apishly, for M l‘.ho
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trees, for chipping flint. Through th@ altruistliec agency
of the neighbors and the pastor of tha_East Cardifi Metho-
dist Chureh the family hears about it. Unfortunately for
Lbavid, the news comes Just after the Scopes Trial and the
death of Williem Jemnings Bryan. David is hsuled on the
carpet before the assembled family, lectured, and exhort-
ed to recant. Il tries to explain his balie:, taking care
to point out that he doesn't think Grandfather Furguson ls
& monkey, which seems to be the family's conception of 1t.
This is rank impudence and beatings follow. David gives
in. He abjures. The stuff of the mertyrs is not in him.

The experience is a powerful force in David Sevier's
life. Jarring him out of his world of fantasy, it crashes
him headlong into the world of things as they sre. He has
been used like a malefactor for holding sn honest bellef.
Moreover, lacking the courage to stand firm, he has fallen
diemally In his own eyes.

The trying period of David's adolescence comes when

Hetty's plans are beglnning the crumble and she 1s frantlcal-

ly devising schemes to prevent total collapse. Though out-
wardly the family maintains its front, it becomes in real-
ity a festering pocket of mutual dlstrust and hate. Hetty
will hear of no rotreat from her untenable position; a
smaller house Iin a more modest neighborhood 1s out of the
question., No member of the rnmi;y ighqnite sane dur;qs
this time. ( A €
I
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o more gods and heroes for David., He finds himself
faced with a world where nothing goes according to the
rules he has learned, He 1z entirely unfitted to live
with his famlily or, for that matter, with any family. A
period of inward turning and biting self-criticism follows.
He magnifles his crimes and shorteomings until, in his own
eastimation, he beccmes a monster of foul and slobbering
aspect. His mind 1s a roaring maelstrom of fantasy, super-
stition, partielly digested philosophy, mysticlism, idesals,
directionless ambition, shame bewllderment, convictions
of superiority side by side with convictions of inferiority.
He comes to think that every word he uttaré will be weigh-
ed scornfully and found ldiotic. The upshot of it is that
he can secarcely talk at all to his elders or strangers
without stuttering and pawing the air. He is convinced
that never sinece the day of the licanderthal Man has such
an ungeinly, toad-mouthed, repulsive cresture been born--
he thinks that people shudder in passing him on the street.
As mch as possible, he avolds people and is stiffly dis-
tant when he cannot escape them. He 1s often aggressively
rude, attacking as hls best defence.

He is disillusioned not only with himself but with
others. Untll now he has felt that adults lived in a state
epproaching perfection and infallibility. With & sense of
the world having been Jerked from under him, he begins to:
see their mistekes, pettinesses, crjiities, gnd'ignﬁiahcom
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He sees himself fumbling into an adult world where there
seems to be nothing but uncertainties. One after another
his idols have toppled. There is no longer anything in
which he can put his rfaith. As his bewllderment grows,
he finds himself less and less able to retreat to and
lose himself in his old books. There is no truth or
besuty or shining deed snywhere. All is confusion, pain,
and dingy pretense.

His first resction, after a time of blind chaos, is
en effort to be exactly like his assoclates. MNe studies
the sport pages of the newspapers until he has the accomp-
lishments end hilstorles of the current crop of lantern-
Jjawed athletes at his tongue's-tip and has become profici-
8nt in the sports vernacular. He masters the wierdest
itwists of the local profanity and a whole oral literature
of smut. He practices shadow boxing and the lifting of
weights. He learns and uses the cliches of hie age group
and studiously conforms to all its conventions. He out~
suffaws, out-leers, out-swaggers, out-nasties, out-lies
them all. He attaches himself to a geng of the tougher
boye of the nelghborhood. Once he accompanies them when
they go "egging niggers." This consists in a rald on Hig-
certown. lHocks are thrown through windows, outhouses
pushed over, a Negro boy who shows fight is badly beaten
and left an unconscious pulp beside the road, In the beat—'
ing David takes no sctual part. He T?-mpxy/ﬁmg{ Later

(7 ?ﬂbﬁ y
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the memory of this lynching-in-embryo is one of the secret
shemes which come on sleepless nights to squat on his
chest and gibber at him. But the day after the egging-
raid he 1s one of the loudest to boasst and magnifly the ex-
ploit.

Conditions In the Sevier one grow steadily worse. As
indicated before, Hetty has trained the children toward
their appointed places In life., Thomas was to be a minister
of the Gospel; he has been the quiet, studious one. MNary
Sue was to catch a wealthy husband. David, the talkative
one, was to be a lawyer, and Ceorge a doctor. But Thomas
has escaped into the North where he has soon abandoned his
strivings toward sanctity. 3MNary “ue has married an out-at-
elbows, smirking Baptist drug clerk. David appears to be
headed nowhere in particular, but certeinly not barward.
George, at this stage, seems bound [or the prize-ring.

Hetty's extravagance grows wilder as the mesns for
feeding it diminish. There is & monotonous procession of
ivate collectors hammering at the door. The lights, gas,
water are cut off regulsarly and David has to sneak out
sfter dark and turn them on again, David works in the
afternoon taking a paper route and, later, ss s soda-jerker
at the corner drugstore. Hetty gets what little he makes,
even his school earfare and lunch money. Joseph “evier's
wages are cut sharply. But Hetiy's extravagance continues
unabated. 5 N & Y
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Sehool is a major abresive in theso yesrs. Cardiff
High School runs along lines discarded in more enlighten-
ed parts of the country thirty or forty years before. The
method of teaching 1s as dull as ditch-water and gauged
to the abilities of morons. The main object of the system
is to pound all students indiscriminately into one shap@...
to pour into each little humen-cen so many meusures of a

kind of dry, lifeless substance called Education and to

goul it in hermetically with a bit of sheepskin., It is a
prison for the human spirit, a prison glven over to severe
mechanical drills and a Prussian coercion. It is a factory
where the young are plefed  with a grey alloy of lgnorance
and insulsriﬁy; end in the plating-process, for nestnoss'
sake, every knob of curiosity end wonder and originality

is painstekingly scraped off. History, taught without any
conception of 1ts signiflcaence, 1s a droned sucession of
dates. History is a drear desert of drear print and drear
halftone cuts on drear paper on the margins of which de-
pressed students had squiggled curlicues, Jews' faces,
daggers, and bawdy. So it goes with other subjects. David
is unable to see that mané of the teachers are caught in
the web of clrcumstances as completely as he, that they are
often poor, inept, harrled crsctures who have taken refuge
in teaching be€ause it reguired small preperation and was
consldered genteel.

In revolting agalnst toonstriat{;Eﬁhgritfifﬁafﬂéf» i
Bl
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characteristically goes too fer. He makes 1t a point of
honor to telk when silence is the law, and a necessary one,
to slkdp R.0.T.Ce drill, to study what interests him and
neglect what doesn't, to go against the one-way traffiec
system on the stairs, to wave the red flag in a dozen ways
in the stein laces of the dlsciplinariasns. e 1s constant-
ly shuttling between class and office with damning notes
of sccusation. He ias finally expelled and deesn't go back
to school.

What has gone before may have given the impression that
David 1s a dark, too-sensitive young genius who undergoes
one porsecutlion after another. If so, it was unintentionsal.
I see lavid as an active and inguiring youngster, by tums
lusty romencer, bully, btullied, saint, and pure devil. The
childhood section of the novel, while indicating the be-

glonings of the famlly's trouble and forecasting its eventual

break-up, portrays what to the child 1s a timeless and com=-
plete world., The picture of the family is more ploasant
than it later becomes. Hetty's delusion of podhead has not
grown to its leter overtopping proportions. Hor is the
section dealling with adolescence a picture of unrelieved
blackness. David's confusion and the deepening msze of
difficulties into which Hettiy has led the famlly are inter-
spersed with material thst is by no mosns grim and tortured.
The final sectlon of WAYPARING STRANGER desls with the
young manhood of David Sevier, the di mfoéritﬁﬁ oflfene ‘
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sevier famlly as s& unit during the black years of the de-
pression, and David's finding himself--at least, to some
degree, though there 1s no pat sclution to all his problems.
The first half of this section is concerned with the

bitter years 1951-55, when David, like hundrcds of thousands
of young men with no specislized treining, drifts Irom one
odd job to another, living from hand-to-mouth, rinding no
place for himself and little hope that a place can ever be
found. It is a time of reging bewilderment, when he is
beset by a sense of worthlesness and indefinable guilt.
The death of Joseph Sevier and the collapse of Hetiy's
little home empire occupy a prominent position.

- David has a diuapfbmu love affair from which he re-
covers slowly. As times begin to pick up, he gets a job
as salesman for a little fly-'by-n.tght neon sign shop--the
first in Cardiff. Wwhen the company fsiia, he and seversl
techniclians open another on a shoestring. Neon catches on
and the plant does fairly well. David marries and begins
paying installments on a small home. The novel closes with
the birth of his child., He is last seen rather content and
wholly busy and possessed of a {ew certainties. Iowever,
he can never free himself of a gnawing fear that poverty,
hunger, and helplessnoss may again swoop down. He now
knows that life is neither as good nor a.s Ibad as he has
expaected, but that at loast it's mTed interesting snd

re, for one, is glad to have an active bit p&rt in 1it.
N /IR
|
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I believe that WAYFARINC STRARGER will be worth-
while both a8 a novel and as a aooiﬂ study. With the
exception of Wolfe's LOOK HOMEWARD AHGEL, I have seen
no other novel which treats the lerge urben middle class
of the South. It seems to me that problems of this mid-
dle class are no'less important--if less dremstic--than
those of sharscropper and Muntrm worker.
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(2) PROGRESS TO DATE OF PROJECT

WAYFARING STRANGER was begun in January, 1937. Four
chapters and an outline were submitted to Harper's in
April, On May 24 I received a contract for this and two
additional novels and a §250 advance, The advance made
possible six weeks of freedom from hackwork, a period
spent in organizing a mass of material I had been collect-
ing during several years for the novel. 'In July I had to
begin grinding out hackwork again,

Severe family 1llnesses and the birth of our baby
greatly increased my obligations. I had no choice but to
shelve the novel and devote myself wholly to hackwork.

The pressure continued and, aside from adding to my notes,
I was unable to carry the book farther,

In June, 1938, when I went on as state editor of the
Tennessee Writers' Project, I thought that I would have my
evenings and weekends free for the novel. But it was soon
c¢lear that the new work demanded as much time and energy
as free-lancing. I found that mine was not merely an edit-
ing Jjob., I was a general salvager--researcher, writer,
and editor--and constantly under driving pressure because,
after two-and-a-half years of lelsurely piddling, the af-
fakts of the project had reached a critical stage. TUnder
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these circumstances it was impossible to find time for
more than brief snatches of work on WAYFARING “TRANQER.

How I know that I shan't be able to finish the book
ss long as I do work that uses me up as thoroughly as
either my present jJjob or free-lancing. A large csnvas such
as I have chosen for my novel requires absolute and con-
tinuous concentration over a period of months.

At present I have approximestely 40,000 words ready
for final rewriting and as many more in fragmentary pas-
sezes to be pleced into the narrative. Also I have a bale
of notes ready lor expansion.

I estimate that it will take me at least eight or
nine months to complete the novel. My contract with larp-
er's is still In force. The novel should be published
soon alfter its completion.
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(3) PLANS FOR CAREER

I have two more novels with Tennessee dbackgrounds
in the stage of planning and note-making. One is a novel
of & ploneer famlly, covering the seventy-odd yeers from
the setilement of Wataugs to the ove of the Civil War, It
traces the evolution of a family of 1lliterate “cotch-
Irish squatters to ante-bellum gentle-folk, and the paral-
lel dovelopment of an interesting legend of Cavalier de-
scont. The central character is the hardy old grandmoth-
or who, through it all, remaing the same shrowd pipo-
smokling, hard-talking, and essentially honest person she
had been as a young woman.

Tho other novel is laid in the Cedar Barrens and will
be bullt around thoe founder of one of the small relirious
sects which spring up perennially throughout the back
country.

4lso I em planning & survey of a onee-prosperous farm
cammunlty which haz been rulned Ly erosion and lsaching.
DEATH OF THE S0IL 1s the title and the slow death of the
reople who live on that soil 1s the theme. Springvale,

the commmnity, was settled in 1820 by fifteen rather pros=

perous femilies from North cmru whon hed
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college educations. The descendants of these families
are still on the original land grants. They have become
an appalling set of degenerates--illiterate, syphilitie,
incestuous, with a high percentage of crime and insanity.
In addition, I plan to do short stories and articles
bearing on the problems I have encountered in my section

of the South,
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Mr. W. Couch, Director, University of North Carolins Press, Chapel Hill

I have kmown Mr. James Aswell for & little over a year. I
became acquainted with him through my work as Regional Director of the Federal
Writera' Project.

Mr, Aswell did a large amount of work on the volume
These Are Qur Liveg. He edited e&ll the stories from Tennessee and wrote one
story himself, Since I did the final editing, I am in a position to have an
opinion on the quality of Mr. Aswell's work. All the manuscripts he submitted
were in excellent condition and needed no further work on my part,

I first became aware of Mr. Aswell's ability through reading
& story of his in Herper's. Shortly after I read this story, he wag dropped
from the Tennessee staff for reasons which I eonsidered unjustified. T went
to Tennessee especilally to investigete and decided thst he should be put back
on the gtaff and the man then in charge removed. After much difficulty with
WPA officiels in Tennessee, my recommendations were carried out, and Nr. Aswell
wag restored to the steff and given & responsible posgition with congiderably
inereaged salary. Since that time, Mr, Aswell's work has completely justified
my good opinion of him.

Only a few deys ago, we received a manuscript of tell t=ales,
God Blegs the Devil, from Tennessee., I read this manuscript Sunday & week ago,
end in my opinion the tall tales in the wolume are asg good as any material of
that kind ever published. A few days later, Mrs. Paine of the Press editorial
department gave me a report on the manuscript which I wes glad to discover was
in accord with my own opinion. We will publish the manuseript either this
spring or next fall, 1940.
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Mr. Aswell edited all of this volume and wrote a considerable
number of the stories.

I consider Mr, Aswell the most promising young writer I have
met in the South, He has excellent command of short story and novel techniques
and can give form to materials which appear to be hopeless. He can find good
stories where other people would not imagine their existence, and he hsg an un-
erring dramatic sense. In my opinion, his judgment is thoroughly sound.

I have no hesitation in recommending Mr. Aswell without quali-
fication. I believe he will do honor to any fellowship that can be given to
him involving literary work. In my opinion, it would be alterrible mistake
not to give him time to do the work that he can do.

It happens that only a few deys ago, without being requested
by anyone to do 80, I wrote a letter to Mr, Moe of the Guggenheim Foundation
recommending Aswell, I had heard he intended to apply for a Guggenheim, and
I Lope very much that he gets either a Rogenwald or Guggenheim, He would
profit by having first a Rosenwald and later a Guggenheimy and I think the
development of the arts in this area will also profit tremendously by this.

Mr, Juck H, Boone, Instructor in Fiction, University of Iowa, Iowa City

I have known the applicant, Mr. James R. Aswell, for over
four yeare and was for a time associated with him on the Federel Writers'
Project in Tennessee. He is deeply interested in the problems of the South.
He is hardworking, conscientious, and worthy; end in his writing as well as
in bis life he is strictly honest and tolerant. I have had the pleasure of
reading published short stories of Mr. Aswell's in Story and Herper's and
one which is to be published in Hougehold. In addition, I have read many of
hig unpublished stories and a chapter or so of Wayfaring Stranger, the
proposed book. He shows great talent and originality; and, I honestly believe,
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promiges to become an outstanding Southern literery figure. Only a2 hard
struggle economically has so far retarded him.

Hr, Aswell's plan of work seems very sound, In so fer as
I know, few novele of thig kind have ever been attempted by writers in the
South - a treatment of the large urban middle class, Certeinly, as outlined,
it will be worth while both as & novel and & socisl study.

Neshville, & towmn of the Old South which hes glowly felt
the encroaschment of industrielism, is en ideal setting for 2 novel., Born
and bred here, Mr, Aswell knowe the town thoroughly. The young men is
self-educated and has had a hard struggle. Only his grim determination to
succeed a8 & writer has kept him at his study despite financial after financial
set-back. While unemployed he had the courage to support his femily through
hackwork rather than to go on relief, He 18 well recad and knows the State of
Tennessee as well as anyone writing there today. I know of no other young
Southern author who writes with the pame ease, smoothness, beauty, and
versatility.

Unfortunately his present work on the Federal Writers!
Project i1s a decided hold up to his creative energies, for it is necessary that
he be editor-in-chief, re-write man, proof reader, and research man all rolled
into one. If he is given the chance to finish Wayfaring Strasnger, I am certain
he will produce an excellent piece of work, one that will stand up with the
best in present-day Southern writing.

C th Broo Jrs, Associate Professor of Englisgh, Louisiana State
University, end Managing Editor of The Southern Review

I have read a number of Mr. Aswell's stories end think
that he has a very rich material from which to work. The Southern Review has

been very much interested in him, and all of us here heve econsidered hie work
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filled with a great deal of vitality and promise.

It is almost idle to predict how a first novel will
turn out. But I have read the description of Mr, Aswell's project very care-
fully, end I am certain that his novel will have & great deal of force and
power. His stories have indicated that he has a rich background of materisl
and real talent with words.

1 do not know Mr. Aswell personally, and there will
doubtless be other people to whom you may refer for informstion concérning
his perasonality. Yet I think that there is a positive advantage in appraising
a writer only through his work, and I have considered that work, I csn assure
you, most cerefully. It is my considered judgment that the Rosenwald Fund
will make no mistake in granting him a felloiahip for the project he has in

mind,
Mr, B, C, Aswell, Editor of Hurper & Brothers, New York City

The applicant is my brother, OConsequently I know him very
well and have a very high regard for his abilities as a writer, but in spite
of our relationship, I do not believe I am unduly lenient or prejudiced in
his behalf,

As an editor of Harper & Brothers, I have read the completed
chapters of the novel which the applicant has outlined, and I and my colleagues
were so greatly impressed by the quality of the writing, the excellence of the
characterization, and the whole feeling which the echapters conveyed of a cer-
tain type of middle clase life in an industrial Southern town, that we gave
him a contract for the publication of the book, and made him an advance of $250
to help him towsrds its completion. Since others besides myself were involved
in the awarding of this contract and in the editorial judgment on which it was

based, I can assure you, if assurance is needed, thet the decision was arrived
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at in the upual hard-boiled menner by which publishers make up their minds,
end that mere sentiment did not enter into it,

The facts which the applicant has outlined about himgelf,
nis tralning, the work he has done end is doing, and the peculiarly difficult
personal circumstances that have attended him in the lest few years, are al-
together true. He has wholly supported himeself, his wife, and child by
writing for some five or gix years. Much of this writing has been publighed
in newppapers and small magazines in the South, although his work has also
appeared in Harpep's Magazine and in Story. He has also contributed to a
volume published by the North Carolina Press entitled These Are Our Lives.

I believe I have never known & writer who worked harder at
hig writing than my brother, unless it was Thomes Wolfe. But sc much of his
time has necessarily had to be taken up in the writing by which he has earned
hig living that he has not had either the time or the energy left over for the
ereative work which he wants most to do and which he thought he would be able
%o do on a part time basis when he signed the econtract with Harper & Brothers,

There has been, within the last decade, something approaching
a renaissance of literary effort in the South, and many of the literary figures
that come instantly to mind 28 among the best or more significant American
writers have belonged to this movement. People like Thomas Wolfe, William
Faulkner, Allen Tate, Caroline Gordon, Roark Bradford, Robert Penn Warren,
Richard Wright, Paul Green, Jonathan Daniels, Ergkine Caldwell, and in the more
popular field, of course, Margaret Mitchell. As a Southepner, I believe it is
no accident that literary activity hap been greater in the South than in any
other section of the country. The difference between life as it is lived in
the South and any image of the good life as it might be lived, is undoubtedly
greater there than elsewhere, and the consciousness of this difference has cer=

tainly been one of the great urges prompting Southernerg to write, just as it
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hag always been one of the great urges to writerg everywhere, The book
which my brother propcses %o complete if he should be fortunate enocugh to
obtain & Julius Rosenweld fellowship, stems from thig source, When it is
written and published, as it surely will be mome day, if not by cne means,
then by snother, I am confident thet it will be recognized as an important,
perhaps brilliant, contributi&n to Southern literature.

- owm e e W

Dr, John T, Fredepick, Professor of Modern Life and Letters, Medill School
of Journalism, Northwestern University

I have examined with much intercet the application
gtatement accompanying this report form.

I do not know Mr. Aswell personally, but have been
very definitely interested in his work, which I have kmown of in several ways,
through friends and through my own reading experience. I regard himag a
truly promising young writer, and Lis proposal for work seems to me well con-
sidered, mature in conception, feasible and eminently worth while. I believe
that the extension of a fellowship to Mr., Aswell would have more than the
usual probability of resulting in a distinguished and valuable contribution.
I teke pleasure, therefore, in recommending its favorable eonsideratiocn,

Mr, Whit Burnett, Editor, Story and The Story Press, New York City

I printed Jamesg R, Aswell in Story and I think his writing
is excellent.

I do not know him personally but have recommended him for
work which he handled, I understand, very satisfactorily.
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Nome James Robert Aswell Field: Creative Writing
State Bditor, Tennessee Writers' Project
George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville
Plan of Work
The writing of a novel called Wayfaring Stranger, to treat of the
gchildhood, adolescence and young manhood of David Sevierj; through him is told the
story of a middle class southern family in its relation tc a time, a peopls, and a
tom, Periods From the close of the World War to the mid-depressiom years.
Seeks no degres., Probable duration of work oight to twelve months
beginning as soon after 1prﬂ. 1940 as possibla.
Personal Data Born Naghville, Tennessee, March, 1911, Married, Age:
one child,

Undergraduate Work

Graduate Work

Experience

Accomplishments
Publicationss

References

Banper, 1928-29, free-lance writer,

1920-58; 1988 - ate Tditor, Tennessee Writers' Project,

More than 1800 short stories, serials, and articles for small
nagazines; short stordes in Story, September, 1938, and

ilarch, 193883 mal mtions of mw;
short stories in Thesge Are Owr Lives 3d
(to be published by the

W. T. Couch, Director, University of North Carolina Press

B. A, Botkin, Department of English, University of Oklahome

E. C. Aswell, Book Editor, Harper & Brothers

0. Brooks, Associate Editor, The Southsrn Review, Baton Rouge Budget Summary
John T, Fredericlk, Department of English, Norithwestern Universify

Jack H, Boone, Dolnr’lmmt of English, University of Iowa

Total Amount Needed $2200.00

From Applicant 00 #*
Pmm Fund ﬂsﬁw.m 4

*w, gome f'rom hackwork,
UNTGRHNTED
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

In 1928, vhen I finished high school, I went to work for the Nash-
ville Banner as ocub reporter on the police round. After & few months of
this I was transferred to gemeral assiguments., Ir addition, I substituted
for the music and drama critics vwhen need arose and was given much festure
work., Late in the following year drastic salary reductions were ordered.
Finding that my pay envelope now held just sbout emough to pay for lunches
and transportation, I quit the Bamper and began free-lancing.

At the time, I realized that I had too little experience to write
for the better markets, but that there might be a chance &t the very bottoa.
Therefore, I aimed at the small denominational magazines end was sble to
sell them short stories and fact articles-—enough of them to pay for my up-
keep., In the meantime I studied everything I could find on writing--text-
books, dismal writers' msgazines, and &ll, I wrote esssys, sketches, and
short stories for practice. I walked the streets of Hashville, roemed in
the hills, attended suctions, revivals, market days on the sjuare, court-
trials, #nd so om and so on, filling looseleaf binders with notes. HNost of
it, even the Sunday School stories, was excellent practice,

Part of the support of my family fell to me during the hard years
of the depression end it was necesssry for me to grind out enmormous quenti-
ties of this denominstional hackwork because there was a ready market for it.

One msgezine, The Challenge, & weekly Baptist story paper for late teen-sge
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and adult readers, I was fin:zlly writing slmost in its entirety except for
the inspirationsl editorials., Under & variety of pseudonymmns, I wrote each
week for this magezines (1) A short story (2) A serial chepter (3) 4 fact
article (4) Pages on art--music—books, scientific developments or travel
(5) Short filler articles, This meant approximstely 20,000 words & month
contributed to this one source, at from a2 fourth to 2 half-cent a word.
Also I turned out shorts and articles for other demominational magazines.,
A11 told, between 1930 and 1838, I wrote and sold more tham 1,800 short
stories, serials, articles, snd sketches to such markets.

I tried to learn something from every story and article and to do
each ss well as possible withim the narrow editorizl specifications of the
magezines, Vhenever I could squeeze time from the grinmd, I wrote short
gtorieg intended for the guality markets. As a reaction to the sweetness
and light of my bread-and-butter work, these stories were brutal sledge-
hazsmer things, bristling with rapes, killings, lynchings, and genersl
savegery. 1 began getting notes from editors instead of form rejection
glips. Here are two that are typical, one from Hemry Goddard Leach, the
other from ¥hit Burnett: "Well written, dramatic, but too grim®---"These
are both excellent stories, but my God! Such raw meat could not be sent
through the mails!®

Then Story took one, Harper's another, Household a third. But
it was extremely difficult to follow these leads. This everlesting hack-
work had to be done before anything else because we had to eat and the stuff
was certain to sell. And by the time I had done 50 or 40 thousand words
of it a month, I had practically nothing left in me.

In 1957 I submitted four chapters of a novel, WAYFARING STRANGER?
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to Harper's and received an advance and a contract for that and two more
novels, (See Progress To Date section of the Plam of fork)

In the spring of 1838 the Washington office of the Federal Writers?
Project had me appointed state editor of the Temnesses Project. My job was
to prepare the Tennessee Guide for press. To give an adequate idea of the
experience gained in this work, it is mecessery to describe briefly the
quality of the project as I found it.

The Tennessee Guide, a 265,000 word volume, had beem in prepsre~
tion for two-end-a-hslf yesrs. HNone of the material had been accepted as
press-copy by the Washington editors. I found that, as it stood, it was an
emzzing jumble of frilly-to-illiterate writing, sweeping generaslizations,
groundless suppositions, and doubtful blocks of figures. Ailso there were
vhole psges copled word for word amd without quotes from easily available
source books. Especially was this true of the essay section. Two out of
three of the professional writers on the project, after trying wainly to m:ke
headwey, had quit in disgust. One of the editors who preceeded me had beenm
& railway mail clerk before he had been discherged for drunkemmess. The
project had been a catch-all for persons too incompstent or aged to stay on
other projects., The director was an ex-Cambellite preucher who could mot
spell three comsecutive words correctly, did not know a phrase from a sen-
tence, and yet insisted om resritiang all copy. His second-in-command was
an ex-bootlegger's delivery boy snd rubber prophylactic salesman, (I am aware
that this sounds like wild exsggeration, but it is only a tiny fraction of
the howling reality). Fortunately these two men were discharged before it
was too late.

&t least half of the essay section was so :I.mccunh that it had
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to be discerded outright. Many of the essays, then, had to be started from
scratch, It was up to me to do them from research to press copy, and te do
it I bad to scquire a comprehensive background in the more importsnt phases
of the development of Tennessee, and--incidentally--sbsorbed much more thsn
could be compressed in a 90,000 word essay group. In additiom to the essays,
I had to rewrite most of the city and tour copy. This, too, demanded con-
siderable research vhich I had to do myself,

As soon as the Guide was completed, I concemtrated on life histories
for the Life In The South Series, plammed by the University of Eorth Caroline
Press. I wrote and collsborated on fifty of these. The first volume, These
Are Our Lives, contained mnine stories upon which I had worked. The others
have been accepted for future publicatiom by ¥. T. Couch, Director of the
Press. Life histories gnvo me flesh-and-blood illustrations of the sociel
and ecomomic problems I hud studied in prepering essays for the Guide.

¥hen life history work was temporarily suspended, Fashington sent
me to Birmingham to rewrite the essay section of the Alebama Guide. Here,
my experience with the Temmessee Guide was repeated. W¥hem reorganization
of the Wiriters' Projects was begun in July, I returned home and began work
on two books: (1) A survey of a Viest Tennessee farm community, en;loying
the life history techmique (2) i volume of Temnessee folk tales. Both were |
sponsored by the University of North Carolina Press.

The woluse of folk tales, God Bless The Devill, bad just been
sent to press. Of the twenty-six stories, I wrote sixteen, edited the others,
end contributed an appendix of idiomatic words and expressioms, At present
I am working on the farm comsunity survey, which I hope to have done by
hpril.



James R, Aswell

STATEMENT OF PLAN OF WORK

(1) DESCTIPTION OF PROJECT

WAYTFARING STRANGER (tentative title; estimsted length,
150,000 werds) is laid in Cardiff (Nashville in all but
neame ), an old Southern market town in the process of in-
dustriallzation. David Sevier's family might be called
the Southern middle class in microcosm. His grandperents
are transplanted country folk and literally represent the
recent agricultural past of the family. Grandmother Furgu-
son's mind lives in the old cays when she was a farm-wife.
Grendfather Furguson is the backwoods past of hard drink-
ing and tall tale telling, of mighty eating, rough horse-
play, of great good humor that can suddenly turn into blind
furies.

The Sevier famlly 1s dominated by Hetty, a heavy posi-
tlve woman of almost savage vigor who is determined to
11ft the family by its bootstraps. Hetty is the antithesis
of imagination. Her mind cannot reach beyond things felt,
seen, tasted, heard. Her devouring smbition takes the form

of Managing and Perfect lMotherhood. Her home must be the
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cleanest, largest, and most ornately stuffed in the neigh-
borhood., Her children, by thelr manners, grades in school,
and so on, must always reflect glory on their mother who
made them what they are. The children are extensions of
herself which she industriously attempts molding to carry
out the various aims which she, In her own person as a
woman, is unable to accomplish. This is the central thread
of Hetty's story. At first Hetty is religious in an off-
hend conventional menner, but finally there is room 1In her
for nothing but worship at her own shrine., When her wish-
es are crossed, Hetty sees a blasphemous revolt ageinst dli-
vinely ordained suthority. She feels sincerely justified
in teking the hardhest measures to crush that revolt.'

Joseph Sevier, a quiet gentle little men, a skilled
artisan, was swamped by the burly Scotch-Irish Furgusons
afteor he merried Hetty. He 1ls an inarticulate flgure mov=
ing in the background, & means to Hetty for begettling
children and supporting them. The home is Hetty's, not
his, and to ell intents he is there only under sufferance.

Thomes Sevier, David's older brother, is a logical
second generatlion development of Hetty--intelligent, methodl-
cal, matter-of=-fact, ambltious. Mary Sue is Hetty's foggy
1deal of Perfect Womanhood, got from cheap novels, movies,
and the Methodist Church. She 1s pretiy, mindless, prudish,
pabbling and exceedingly ignorant.

David Sevier is the odd one of the family and of him
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Hetty 1s half-proud, half-resentful. Because he 1s not
docile, he absorbs Hetty's notions unevenly and never
achleves the unquestioning certainties whlch lead Thdmaa
in straight lines toward the goals he has chosen.

The novel opens when the Sevliers move from a crowded
section of Cardiff to a subdivision on the outskirts of
town where Hetty makes a down-payment on a great dillaplda-
ted old brick house, once the home of an 0ld Famlly. For
a time Hetty is able to juggle finances enough to present
a plcture of apparent prosperity. Against this background
unfold David's childhood and adolescence,

Before David's birth, Hetty has read several volumes
of great orations in order to implant in him a genius for
oratory. He was to be a great lawyer, as Thomas was to
be a great minister of the Gospel, as Mary Sue was to mar-
ry the wealthy son of some 0ld Family. To Hetty's deep
despair and bewilderment, David cannot be persuaded or
coerced into reciting successfully in public the little
speeches which she deems the first step toward his appoint-
ed career. He elther bogs down completely or stops in mid-
flight to make faces, jump up and down, and otherwise fur-
nilsh impromptu amusement for his audience.

When David learns to read, he projects himself Iinto a
land of make-belleve peopled by his fancy. For a time,
he almost ceases to live in the everyday world. Until

adolescence sets in, David constantly has gods and heroes
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as companions,

One of David's strong traits is a passion for experi-
ment. He pens rabbits and guinea pigs together to see if
they will breed a new species. He feeds the cow all man-
ner of weeds and leaves and the chickens strange seeds
and berries, then examines the milk and egzs for some
mlraculous change in quality, He sets thrush eges under
flickers and watches eagerly to see how the chﬁngelings
will fare., He collects all the old bottles of medicine
ebout the houaq,mixas the;r contents with the steeped
Julces af weeds and flowers, and sips it to see what will
happen. He tries to make silver by melting leadfoill and
glass together., He bolls green corn in a can to discover
if whiskey will result. He attempts to fly and to learn
the Water Baby's secret of breathing under water. He draws
a caballstlc ring in a secret clearing in the woods, re-
cites the Lord's Prayer backward, and waits for Baslzebub
to appear. He belleves that some day--probably tomorrow--
he will surely find a food, a falry spring, or an incanta-
tion which instantly will make him bull-strong, all-wise,
and possessed of ten dollars. He is always on the lookout
for 1t.

After the birth of Baby George, David is freer of
supervision. Spurred by intense curiouslity, he wanders
away from home at every oﬁportunity. Through the uncritical
eyes and mind of a chlld, he absorbs a vast quantity of the



James R. Aswsll Plan of Work

5

1iving around him., He is welcomed in the Negro settlements.
The shantyboat folk on the river are hls friends. He
spende fascinated hours with them as they run their trot-
lines or operate their stills back in the canebrakes. He
hovers about the chain pgang while it mends the county roads,
talking to prisoners and guards. He walks into the homes
of the gentry, amusing them by his naive chetter and ques-
tions. These new adventures and people are as vivlid as
Thorfin Karlsefne, Sir Galahad, Tarzan of the Apes, Sinbad,
and the rest of the bright company which he has met in
books. In comparison, school--compound misery of foul air,
mob-cruelty, and barely literate teachers--is almost in-
tolerable.

David begins early to wonder about God. During end-
less buzzing soulrmy mornings In Sunday School where he
haes been sent washed, combed, and warned by Hetty, he learns
about the loaves and fishes, shyster Jacob and bumbling
Esau, and the sweeter teachings of Christ. In Sunday School
the chief emphasis 1s lald on the God of Love who is fond of
children and makes a point of looking out for the sparrows.
In church the preacher almost invariably bears down on the
raging Bedouin Thunderer of the 0ld Testament. It seems
that Christ is mostly for children and Iaveh Sabaoth for
the adults. For him David develops an hysterical fear., He
sees him as an immense old man with red-glittering eyes and

a long white beard, tobacco-stained at the mouth. He lurks
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behind a white cloud spylng down to see if any little boys
are disobeying their mothers. He fingers & bolt of lightning
eagerly. David 1s extraordinarily cautilous about what he
does if there is the least speck of a cloud in the sky. As
for Christ, David sees him in the likeness of tubercular
Mr. Johnson who lives down the street. He sees a pale sick-
ly young man who lets people slap him without striking back.
David's current hero is Jess Willard; he doesn't think
much of Christ. Later, when he finds that by some strange
inexplicable process Jesus and the terrible old gaffer be-
hind the clouds are one and the same, he fears Christ also.
Many are the nights he wakes in a sweating cramp of fear
from nightmares of being pounced upon by that terrible old
men. Though he hears considerable talk about the Devil
and is afraid he might be crouching in some dark corner of
the cellar, David 1s not much concerned over him. The
.Devil is 1like 01d Raw Head and Bloody Bones who can make
you scuttle in out of the night when you don't believe in
him at alle The old man is David's Devil. There isn't
room in his pantheon for another,

When David ls twelve he cames into violent conflict
with the mores of the family over the subject of Evolution.
Evolution has enthralled him, he has read everything he
could get on it. He has talked Evolution pretty freely
with other boys. He has buillt up an amezing knack for

twisting his features apishly, for swinging through ﬁﬁe
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trees, for chipping flint. Through the altruistic agency
of the neighbors and the pastor of the Last Cardiff Metho-
dist Church the family hears about it. Unfortunately for
David, the news comes junf after the Scopes Trial and the
death of William Jennings Bryan. David 1s hauled on the
carpet before the assembled family, lectured, and exhort-
ed to recant., He tries to explain his belief, taking care
to point out that he doesn't think Grandfather Furguson is
a monkey, which seems to be the family's conception of it.
This is rank impudence and beatings follow. David gives
in. He ebjures. The stuff of the martyrs is not in him.

The experience is a powerful force in David Sevier's
life. Jarring him out of his world of fantasy, it crashes
him headlong into the world of things as they are, He has
been used like a malefactor for holding an honest belief.
Moreover, lacking the courage to stand firm, he has fallen
dismally in his own eyes.

The trying period of David's adolescence comes when
Hetty's plans are beginning the crumble and she is frantical-
1y devising schemes to prevent total collapse. Though out-
wardly the femily maintains its front, it becomes in real-
ity a festering pocket of mutual distrust and hate. Hetty
will hear of no retreat from her untenable position; a
smaller house in a more modest neighborhood is out of the
question. No member of the famlily is quite sane during
this time.
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No more gods and heroes for David, He finds himself
faced with a world where nothing goes according to the
rules he has learned. He 1s entirely unfitted to live
with his family or, for that matter, with any family. A
period of inward turning and biting self-criticism follows.
He magnifies hls crimes and shortcomings until, in his own
estimation, he becomes a monster of foul and slobbering
aspect, Hls mind 1s a roaring maelstrom of fantasy, super-
stition, partially digested philosophy, mysticism, ideals,
directionless ambitlon, shame.bewilderment, convictions
of superilority side by side with convictions of inferiority.
He comes to think that every word he utters will be weigh-
ed scornfully and found idiotic. The upshot of it is that
he can scarcely talk at all to hils elders or strangers
without stuttering and pawing the air. He is convinced
that never since the day of the Neanderthal Man has such
an ungelnly, toad-mouthed, repulsive creasture been born--
he thinks that people shudder in passing him on the street.
As much as possible, he avolds people and is stiffly dis-
tant when he cannot escape them. He 1s often aggressively
rude, attacking as his best defence.

He 1s disillusioned not only with himself but with
others. Until now he has felt that adults lived in a state
approaching perfection and infallibility. With a sense of
the world having been jerked from under him, he begins to

see their mistakes, pettinesses, cruelties, and ignorance.
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He sees himself fumbling into an adult world where there
seems to be nothing but uncertainties. One after another
his idols have toppled. . There is no longer anything in
which he can put his faith. As his bewlilderment grows,
he finds himself less and less able to retreat to and
lose himself In his Qld books, There is no truth or
beauty or shining deed anywhere. All is confusion, pain,
and dingy pretense,

His first reaction, after a time of blind chaos, is
an effort to be exactly like his associates. He studies
the sport pages of the newspapers until he has the accomp-
lishments and histories of the current crop of lantern-
Jawed athletes at his tongue's-tip and has become profici-
8nt in the sports vernacnlar. He masters the wlerdest
twists of the local profanity and a whole oral literature
of smut. He practices shadow boxing and the.iifting of
weights. He learns and uses the cliches of his age group
and studiously conforms to all its conventions. He out-
guffaws, out-leers, out-swaggars,;out-nasties, out-lies
them all. He attaches himself to a gang of the tougher
boys of the neighborhood. Once he accompanies them when
they go "egging niggers." This consists in a rald on Nig-
gertown. Rocks are thrown through windows, outhouses
pushed over, a Negro boy who shows fight is badly beaten
and left an unconscious pulp beside the road. In the beat-

ing David takes no actual part. He is simply along. Later
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the memory of this lynching-in-embryo 1ls one of the secret
shames which come on sleepless nights to squat on hils
chest and gibber at him. But the day after the egging-
raid he 1s one of the loudest to boast and magnify the ex-
ploit,

Conditions in the Sevier home grow steadily worse, As
indicated before, Hetty has trained the children toward
their appointed places 1n life, Thomas was to be a minister
of the Gospel; he has 5ean the quiet, studious one. Mary
Sue was to catch a wealthy husband. David, the talkative
one, was to be a lawyer, and George a doctor, But Thomas
has escaped into the North where he has soon abandoned his
strivings toward sanctity. Mary Sue has married an out-at-
slbows, smirking Baptlst drug clerk. David appears to be
headed nowhere in particular, but certainly not barward,
George, at this stage, seems bound for the prize-ring.

Hetty's extravagance grows wilder as the means for
feeding it diminish. There ls a monotonous procession of
ipate collectors hammering at the door. The lights, gas,
water are cut off regularly and David has to sneak out
after dark and turn them on again. David works in the
afternoon taking a paper route and, later, as a soda-jerker
at the corner drugstore. Hetty gets what little he makes,
even his school carfare and lunch money. Joseph Sevier's
wages are cut sharply. But Hetty's extravagance continues

unabated.
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School is a major abrasive in these years. Cardiff
High School runs along lines discarded in more enlighten-
ed parts of the country thirty or forty years before., The
method of teaching is as dull as ditch-water and gauged
to the ablilities of morons., The main object of the system
1s to pound all students indiscriminately into one shepe...
to pour into each little humen-can so meny measures of a
kind of dry, lifeless substance called Education and to
seal it 1In hermetically with a bit of sheepskin., It is a
prison for the human spirit, a prison glven over to severe
mechanicael drills and a Prussian coercion. It is a factory
where the young are plated' with a grey alloy of ignorance
and insulaerity; and in the plating-process, for neatness'
sake, every knob of curlosity end wonder and originality
1s painstakingly scraped off. History, taught without any
conception of 1ts signiflcance, is a droned sucession of
dates. History is a drear desert of drear print and drear
helftone cuts on drear paper on the margins of which de-
pressed students had squiggled curlicues, Jews' faces,
daggers, and bawdy. So 1t goes with other subjects. David
is unable to see that many of the teachers are caught in
the web of cilrcumstances as completely as he, that they are
often poor, inept, harried crestures who have taken refuge
In teaching befause it regquired small preparation and was
consldered genteel.,

In revolting against too-strict authority, David
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characteristically goes too far. He makes it a point of
honor to talk when silence 1s the law, and a necessary ons,
to skip R.0.T.C. drill, to study what Interests him and
neglect what doesn't, to go against the one-way traffic
system on the stairs, to wave the red flag in a dozen ways
in the stern faces of the disciplinarians., He is constant-
ly shuttling between class and offlice with damning notes

of accusation. He 1s finally expelled and doesn't go back
to school,

What has gone before may have given the lmpression that
David is a dark, too-sensitive young genlus who undergoes
one persecution after another. If so, 1t was unintentional.
I see David as an active and inquiring youngster, by turns
lusty romancer, bully, bullied, saint, and pure devlil. The
childhood section of the novel, while indicating the be-
ginnings of the family's trouble and forecasting its eventual
break-up, portrays what to the child is a timeless and com-
plete world. The picture of the family is more pleasant
than it later becomes. Hetty's delusion of godhead has not
grown to its-later overtopping proportions. Nor is ths‘
section dealing with adolescence a picture of unrelieved
blackness. David's confusion and the deepening maze of
difficulties into which Hetty has led the famlly are inter-
spersed with material that is by no means grim and tortured.

The final section of WKYFARI&G STRANGER deals with the-
young manhood of David Sevier, the disintegration of the
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Sevier family as & unit during the black years of the de-
pression, and David's finding himself--at least, to some
degree, though there 1s no pat solution to all his problems.

The first half of this section is concerned with the
bitter years 1931-33, when David, like hundreds of thousands
of young men with no specialized training, drifts from one
odd job to another, living from hand-to-mouth, finding no
place for himself and little hope that & place can ever be
found, It is a time of raging bewlilderment, when he is
beset by a sense of worthlesness and indefinable guilt.
The death of Joseph Sevier and the collapse of Hetty's
little home empire occupy a prominent position.

David has a dinasﬁ%ouu-love affair from which he re-
covers slowly. As times begin to pick up, he gets a Job
as salesman for a little fly-by-night neon sign shop--the
first in Cardiff. When the company fails, he and several
technicians open another on a shoestring. Neon catches on
and the plant does fairly well. David marries and beglns
paying installments on a small home. The novel closes with
the birth of his child. He is last seen rather content and
wholly busy and possessed of a few certalnties. However,
he can never free himself of a gnawing fear that poverty,
hunger, and helplessness may agaln swoop down. He now
knows that life is neither as good nor as bad as he has
expected, but that at least it's dammed interesting and

he, for one, is glad to have an actlve bit part in it.
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I believe that WAYFARING STRAﬁGER will be worth-
while both as a novel and as a soclal study. With the
exception of Wolfe's LOOK HOMEWARD ANGEL, I have seen
no other novel which treats the large urban middle class
of the South. It seems to me that problems of thig mid-
dle class are no-less important--if less dramatic--than

those of sharecropper and industrial worker.
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(2) PEQORESS TO DATE OF BROJECT

WAYFARING STHRANGER was begun in January, 1037, Four
chapters and an outline were submitted to Harperts 4n
April. On May 24 I received a contract for this and two
additional novels and a $250 edvence. The advance msde
possible slx weeks of freedom from hackwork, a period
spent in organizing a maess of material I hed been collect-
ing during several yeers for the novel. In July I had to
begin grinding out hackwork again.

Severc famlly illnesses and the birth of our baby
groatly incroased my obligations. I had no cholece but to
chelve the novel and devote myself wholly to hackwork.

The pressure continued and, aside from adding to my notes,
I was unable to carry the book farther.

In June, 1938, when I went on as state editor of the
Tennossoe Writers' Project, I thought that I would have my
evenings and weekends free for the novel, DBut it was soon
clear that the new work demanded as much time and energy
as free-lancing. I found that mine was not merely an edit-
ing Job. I wus a general salvager--researcher, writer,
and editor--and constantly under driving pressure because,
after two-and-a-half years of lelsurely piddling, the af-
fulrs of the project had reached a critical stage. Under
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these circumstances it was impossible to [ind time for
wore than brief snatchos of work on WAYFARING "TRANGER.

How I Imow that I shan't be eble to finish the book
as long as I do work that uses me up as thoroughly as
either wy present Job or free-lancing. A large canvas such
as I have chosen for my novel reguires absolute and con-
tinuous concentration over a period of months.

At present I have approximstely 40,000 words ready
for finel rewriting and as meny noro' in fregmentary pas-
seges to be pleced into the nerrstive. Also I have a bale
of notes roady for expanslon.

I estimate that it will take me at least eight or
nine months to complete the novel. Iy contract with Harp-
or's is still in force. The novel should be published
soon after lts completion,
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(3) PLANS FOR CAREER

1 have two more novels with Tennessee backgrounds
in the stage of planning and note-making. Ono is s novel
of & pioneer family, covering the seventy-odd yeers from
the settlement of Watauga to the ove of the Civil War. It
traces the evolution of a family of illiterate “cotech-
Irish squatters to ante-bellum gentle-folk, and the paral-
lel development of an interesting legend of Caveller de-
scent. The central character is the hardy old grandmoth-
or who, through it all, remains the same shrewd pipe-
smoking, bard-talking, and essentially honest person she
had been as a young womsne.

The other novel is lald iIn the Cedar Barrens and will
be built around the founder of one of the smell religious
socts which spring up peremnnially throughout the back
country. .

Also I sm planning a survey of a once-prosperous farm
cammunity which has been ruined by erosion and lesching.
DEATH OF THE S0QIL is the title and the slow death of the
people who live on that soll is the theme, Springvnlo;
the corpunlty, was settled in 1820 by fifteen rather pros-
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college educations. The descendants of these famlilies
are still on the original land grants. They have become
an appalling set of degenerates--illiterate, syphilitle,
incestuous, with a high percentage of crime and insanity.
In addition, I plan to do short stories and articles
besring on the problems I have encountered in my sectlion

of' the South,:
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James R, Agwell
Mr. W. T, Couch, Director, University of North Csrolina Press, Chapel Hill

I have known Nr. James Aswell for & little over a year, I
became acquainted with him through my work as Regionsl Director of the Federal
Writers' Project.

Hr, Agvell did a large amount of work on the volume
Thege Are Our Liveg. He edited all the stories from Tennessee and wrote one
story himself. 8ince I did the final editing, I em in & position to have an
opinion on the quality of Mr, Aswell's work., All the manuseripts he submitted
werc in excellent condition end needed no further work om wy part.

I first became awsre of Mr. Aswell's ability through reeding
& story of his in Herper's., OShortly after I read thie story, he wes dropped
from the Tennessee staff for reascns which I considered unjustified. I went
to Tennessee especially to inveatigate and decided that he should be put baek
on the staff and the men then in cherge removed., After much difficulty with
FPA officiels in Tennessee, my recommendations were carried out, and Mr, Aswell
wag restored to the pteff and given a rssponsible position with considerably
increased salary. ©Since that time, Mr. Aswell's work hes completely justified
uy good opinion of him,

Only & few days ago, we received & msnuscript of tall tules,
God Bless the Devil, from Tennessee. I read this manuseript Sunday & week ago,
ané in mwy opinion the tall teles in the volume sre as good s# any meterial of
that kind ever published, 4 few days later, Mrs. Psine of the Press editoriel
department gave me & report on the manuseript which I wes glad to discover was
in accord with my own opinion., We will publish the manuseript elther this
spring or next fall, 1840, |
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Mr, Aswell edited all of this volume and wrote o considersble
number of the stories.

I consider Mr, Aswell the most promising young writer I have
met in the South, He hesg excellent commsnd of sghort story and novel technigues
and can give form to meterials which sppesr to be hopelese, He can find good
stories where other pcopia wbﬁld not imsgine their existence, end he has an un~
erring drematic sense. In my opinion, his judgment is thoroughly sound,

I have no hesitation in recommending Mr. Aswell without guali-
fications I believe he will do honor teo any fellowship that cen be given to
him involving literary work. In my opinion, it would be a terrible mistake
not to give him time to do the work that he can do.

It happens that only a few days ago, without being requested
by anyone to do 8o, I wrote @ letter to Mr. Moe of the Cuggenheim Foundation
recommending Aswell. I had heard he intended to apply for & Guggenheim, and
I hope very much thet he gets sither a Rosenwald or Guggenbeim, He would
profit by having first a Rosenwsld and leter = Guggenheim; and I think the
development of the arts in this ares will slso profit tremendously by this,
Yr, Jack H, Boone, Instructor in Fiction, University of Iowa, Iows City

I have known the applicant, Mr., Jemes R. Aswell, for over
four years end was for s time sssocleted with him on the Federal Writers'
Project in Tennessee. He is deeply interested in the problems of the South,
He 18 hardworking, consclentious, and worthy; amd in his writing ag well ags
in his life he is strictly honest snd tolersnt. I have hsd the pleasure of
reading published short stories of Mr. Aswell's in Story and Harper's and

one which is to be published in Household. In addition, I have read many of > wp
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proposed book., He shows great talent and origﬂnalit%; aqd&@i honestly ba;iavc,,//
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promigeg to become an outstanding Southern literery figure. Only s hard
struggle economically has so fer reterded him.

Mr. dsgwell'p plan of work seems very gsound. In so far as
I know, few novels of this kind have ever been attempted by writerz in the
South - a treatment of the large urben middle elsss. Certainly, ae outlined,
it w#ill be worth while both as & novel and & socisl study,

Neshville, & town of the 0ld South which hes slowly felt
the emcroschment of industrielism, is en ideal setting for a novel, Born
and bred here, Hr, Aswell knows the town thoroughly. The young men s
self-educated end has had s hard struggle, Only his grim determination to
succeed as & writer has kept him at his study despite financisl sfter financial
pet-back, While unemployed he had ihe courage to support his femily through
hagkwork rather than to go on relief, He 1z well rcad and knows the State of
Tennessee as well as anyone writing there todsy. I know of no other young
Southern author who writes with the pame espge, smoothness, beauty, end
versatility,

Unfortunstely his present work on the Federsl friters!
Project is a decided hold up to hie creative energles, for it is necessary that
he be editor-in-chief, re-write man, proof reader, and regesrch msn all rolled
into cne., If he is given the chunce to finish Bayfering Stranger, I sm certain
he will produce an excellent plece of work, one that will stend up with the
beat in present-day Southern writing.

c h Br Jdre, Assoclate Professor of English, Louisiena State
University, and Managing Editor of The Southern Review

I have read & number of ¥r, Aswell's stories sand think

that he has & very rich meterial from which to‘wor’k. | M&@Mﬁ hes

been very much interested in him, snd all of uﬁ herq hnvﬁp@bnsideroﬂ his work
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filled with a great deal of vitality snd promise.

It is almost idls to predict how a first novel will
turn out, But I hsve read the description of Mr, Aswell's project very care-
fully, and I am certain that his novel will have & grest deal of force and
power, His stories have indicated that he has & rich background of material
and real talent with words.

I do not know ¥r, Aswell personslly, and there will
doubtless be other people to whom you may refer for informetlon concérning
his personality. Yet I think that there is a positive adventage in appraising
& writer only through hig work, end I have consldered that work, I can assure
you, most carefully. It is my considered judgment that the Rosenwald Pund
will wske no mistake in granting him a fellowship for the project he has in
mind o
Mr, E, C, hswell, Editor of Hurper & Brothers, New York City

The applicant is my brother. Congequently I know him very
well and have a very high regerd for his sbilities ss a writer, but in spite
of our relationship, I do not believe I am unduly lenient or prejudiced in
his behelf,

hs an editor of Harper & Brothers, I have read the completed
chapters of the novel which the applicant has outlined, =nd I and my colleagues
were 50 grestly impreszsed by the quality of the sriting, the excellence of the
characterization, and the whole feeling which the chapters conveyed of a cer-
tein type of middle clugs life in an industriel Southern town, that we gave
kim & contract for the publication of the book, and made bim an advance of $250
to help him towards its completion. Since others besides myself were 1nv.alvul
1a the averding of this cantrast and in the Wvoriel jutlhest Ehebich '3t wal

Y

based, I can assure you, if assurance is needed, thst thﬁ"fdﬁoiaim was errived
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&t in the usual herd-boiled msnner by which publighers make up their =minds,
snd that mere semtiment did not emter isto it. |

The facts which the epplicant hss outlined about himgelf,
his trni;xing, the work he has done and 1s doing, snd the peculiarly difficult
personal eircumstances that have attended him in the last few years, are al-
together true. He hap wholly supported himeslf, his wife, snd child by
writing for some five or six yeasrs. Much of this writing has been published
in newspepers and small magasines in the South, although his work hes alsc
appeared in Hurper's Magasine snd in Story. He has also contributed %o a
volume published by the North Carolina Press entitled These Are Our Lives.

I believe I hsve never known & writer who worked harder at
his writing than sy brother, unless it was Thomes Wolfe., Put so much of his
time hap necesparily had to be teken up in the writing by which he has ecerned
his living that he has not had either the time or the energy left over for the
ereative work which he wants most to do and which he thought he would be able
to do on a part time basis when he signed the contract with Herper & Brothers,

There hes been, within the last decade, something approaching
a renaissance of literary effort in the South, and many of the literary figures
that come instantly to mind as smong the best or more significent American
writers have belonged to this movement, People like Thomasz Wolfe, William
Faulkner, Allen Tate, Caroline Gordon, Roark Bradford, Robert Penn Warren,
Richard Wright, Paul Green, Jonathan Daniels, Erskine Caldwell, and in the more
popular field, of course, Margaret Mitchell, As a Southermer, I believe it is
no accident that litersry metivity has been greater in the South than in any
other gection of the country., The difference between life ag it is lived in
the South snd any image of the good life as it night be 1ivad, is mdoubtpdly ‘
greater there than elsewhere, snd the connieubaeu of t.h;p difference hss cub

tainly been one of the great urges prompting %uthm“m @write, Just u it / J
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l' s



" James R, Aswell ¢

hes slways been one of the great urges to writersg everywhere, The book
which my brother proposes to complete if he should be fortunate enough to
obtain a Julius Rosenwald fellowship, stems from this source., When it is
wrltten and published, as it surely will be some day, if not by one meeans,
then by another, I am confident that it will be recognized as an important,
perhaps brilliant, contribution to Southerm literature,

Drs John T, Frederick, Professor of Modern Life and Letters, Medill School
of Journslism, Northwestern Univereity

I have examined with much interest the application
slatement accompanying this report form.

I do not know Mr, Aswell personelly, but heve been
very definitely interested in his work, which I have known of in several ways,
through friends end through my own reading experience., I regard him as &
truly promising young writer, and his propossl for work seems to me well cun-
sidered, mature in conception, feasible and eminently worth while. I believe
that the extension of a fellowship to Mr, Aswell would have more than the
usual probability of resulting in s distinguished and valuable contribution,
1 take pleasure, therefore, in recommending its favorable eonsideration,

Mr, Whit Burnett, Editor, Story and The Story Press, New York City

I printed James R, Aswell in Story and I think hig writing
is excellent.

I do not kmow him perscnslly but have recommended him for
work which he handled, I understand, very satisfactorily.
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State Editor, Tennessee Writers' Project
George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville
Plan of Work

The writing of a novel called Vayfaring Stranger, to treat of the
childhood, adolescence and young manhood of David Sevier; through him is told the

story of a middle class southern family in its relation to a time, a people, and a

tovm. Period: From the close of the World War to the mid-depression years.

Seeks no degree. Probable duration of work eight to twelve months
beginning as soon after April 1940 as possible.

Personal Data Born Nashville, Tennessee, March, 1911. MNMarried, Age:
one child,

Undergraduate Work

Graduate Work

Experience Reporter, Nashville Banner, 1928-29; free lance writer,
1929-38; State Editor, Tennessee Writers! Project, 1938 -,
$2100.

Accomplishments

Publications: More than 1600 short stories, serials, and articles for small
magazines; short stories in Story, September, 1936, and
Harper!s, March, 1938; several sections of the Tennessee Guide;
short stories in These Are Qur Lives and in God Blesg the Dewvil
(to be published by the University of North Carolina Press).
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Jemes R, Aswell

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

In 1928, when I finished high school, I went to work for the Nash-
ville Banner as cub reporter on the police round, After a few months of
this I was transferred to genersl assigmments., In addition, I substituted
for the music and drama critics when need arose and was given much feature
work, Late in the following year drastic salary reductions were ordered.
Finding that my pay envelope now held just about enough to pay for lunches
and transportation, I quit the Banner and began free-lancing.

At the time, I realized that I had too little experience to write
for the better markets, but that there might be a chance at the very bottom.
Therefore, I aimed at the small denominational magazines and was able to
sell them short stories and fact articles—enough of them to pay for my up-
keep. In the meantime I studied everything I could find on writing—text-
books, dismal writers' magazines, and all, I wrote essays, sketches, snd
short stories for practice. I walked the streets of Nashville, roamed in
the hills, attended auctions, revivals, market days on the square, court-
trials, and so on and so on, filling looseleaf binders with notes. Most of
it, even the Sunday School stories, was excellent practice,

Part of the support of my family fell to me during the hard years
of the drpression and it was necessary for me to grind out enormous quanti-

ties of this denominational hackwork because there was a ready market for it.
One magazine, The Challenge, a weekly Baptist story paper for late teen-age
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and adult readers, I was finally writing almost in its entirety except for
the inspirational editorials., Under a variety of pseudonymns, I wrote each
week for this magazine: (1) A short story (2) A serial chapter (3) A fact
article (4) Pages on art--music--books, scientific developments or travel
(5) Short filler articles. This meant approximately 30,000 words a month
contributed to this one source, at from a fourth to a half-cent a word.
Also I turned out shorts and articles for other denominational magazines.
All told, between 1930 and 1938, I wrote and sold more than 1,600 short
stories, seriels, articles, and sketches to such markets.

I tried to learn something from every story and article and to do
each as well as possible within the narrow editorial specifications of the
magazines, Whenever I could squeeze time from the grind, I wrote short
stories intended for the quality markets. As a reaction to the sweetness
and light of my bread-and-butter work, these stories were brutal sledge-
hammer things, bristling with rapes, killings, lynchings, and general
savagery. I began getting notes from editors instead of form rejection
slips. Here are two that ere typicel, one from Henry Goddard Leach, the
other from Whit Burnett: "Well written, dramatic, but too grim"—"These
are both excellent stories, but my God! Such raw meat could not be sent
through the mailsi"

Then Story took one, Harper's another, Household a third., But
it was extremely difficult to follow these leads, This everlasting hack-
work had to be done before anything else because we had to eat and the stuff
was certain to sell, And by the time I had done 30 or 40 thousand words
of it a month, I had practically nothing left in me,

In 1937 I submitted four chapters of a novel, Wayfaring Stranger,
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to Harper's and received &n advance and a contract for that and two more
novels. (See Progress To Date section of the Plan of Work)

In the spring of 1938 the Washington office of the Federal Viriters'
Project had me appointed state editor of the Tennessee Project. My job was
to prepare the Tennessee Guide for press. To give an adequate idea of the
experience gained in this work, it is necessary to describe briefly the
quality of the project as I found it,

The Tennessee Guide, a 265,000 word volume, had been in prepara-
tion for two-and-a-half years. None of the material had been accepted as
press-copy by the Washington editors. I found that, as it stood, it was an
amazing jumble of frilly-to-illiterate writing, sweeping generalizations,
groundless suppositions, and doubtful blocks of figures. Also there were
whole pages copied word for word and without quotes from easily available
source books. Especially was this true of the essay section. Two out of
three of the professional writers on the project, after trying vainly to make
headway, had quit in disgust. One of the editors who preceeded me had been
a railway mail clerk before he had been discharged for drunkenness. The
project had been a catch-all for persons too incompetent or aged to stay on
other projects. The director was an ex-Cambellite preacher who could not
spell three consecutive words correctly, did not know a phrase from a sen-
tence, and yet insisted on rewriting all copy. His second-in-commsnd was
an ex-bootlegger's delivery boy and rubber prophylactic salesman. (I am aware
that this sounds like wild exaggeration, but it is only a tiny fraction of
the howling reality). Fortunately these two men were discharged before it
was too late.

At least half of the essay section was so inaccurate that it had
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to be discarded outright. Many of the essays, then, had to be started from
scratch, It was up to me to do them from research to press copy, and to do
it I had to acquire a comprehensive background in the more important phases
of the development of Tennessee, and--incidentally--ebsorbed much more than
could be compressed in a 90,000 word essay group. In addition to the essays,
I had to rewrite most of the city amd tour copy. This, too, demanded con-
siderable research which I had to do myself,

As soon as the Guide was completed, I concentrated on life histories
for the Life In The South Series, plamned by the University of North Carolina
Press. I wrote and collaborated on fifty of these, The first volume, These
Are Qur Lives, contained nine stories upon which I had worked. The others
have been accepted for future publication by W.T. Couch, Director of the
Press., Life Histories gave me flesh-and-blood illustrations of the social
and economic problems I had studied in preparing essays for the Guide,

When life history work was temporarily suspended, Washington: sent
me to Birmingham to rewrite the essay section of the Alabama Guide., Here,
my experience with the Tennessee Guide was repeated. iwhen reorganization
of the Writers' Projects was begun in July, I returned home and began work
on two books: (1) A survey of a West Tennessee farm community, employing
the life history technique (2) A volume of Tennessee folk tales, Both were
sponsored by the University of North Carolina Press.

The volume of folk tales, God Bless The Devil!, has just been

sent to press. Of the twenty-six stories, I wrote sixteen, edited the others,
and contributed an appendix of idiomatic words and expressions. At present
I am working on the farm community survey, which I hope to have done by

April,
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SUPPLEMENTARY PUBLICATION LIST

In the TENNESSEE GUIDE (Viking Press):

Note:

Folklore: The Living Past

The Working Man'

Commerce And Industry

Natural Setting

History And Government

Religion

Education

Agriculture

lusic

Nashville

In addition, I rewrote and reorganized the remain-
ing essay, clity, and tour copy, supplementing it
with much new material from my own research. Thus,
the sections which I did not write from start to
finish can be counted as collaborations.

In THESE ARE OUR LIVES (University of North Carolina Press):

I'd Rather Die
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COLLABORATIONS:

Lived Too Long

It's A Christian Factory

On The Road To Sherlff

«++And Costs

The Greand Ways

Lasier Ways

Weary Willie

Two other stories from which I cut my by-line, rather
than have 1t appear on all of the Tennessee stories, are:

Solid Time

Till The River Rises

Note: Collaboration i;'the case of these stories did not
mean simple reorganization and rewriting. It was
necessary to go over the brief first sketches sent
in by the field workers, then send detailled question-
naire for each case. O0Often three and four sets of
questions had to be sent before one interview was
satlisfactory for final writing. These questions, of
course, were over and above the general guestion-
naire prepared by Couch's staff for all field work-
ers., After the shorthand notes on each interview
had been transcribed, I then reorganized the story,
cutting repetitions and meaningless digressions,
and eliminating as far as possible the mechanical
question-and-answer feel, left by the questionnair-
€S

In GOD BLESS THE DEVIL! (to be published by University of
North Carolina Press):

Preface

Young Melvin
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A Real Hunk Of Dreaming

He-Coon

Time To Call Titus Mlllsaps

Fiddler's Dram

The Hag Of Red River

De Ways Of De Wimmens

Snake Country

Little Eight John

ILuster An De Devil

Pompey gg De Lawd

0ld Hﬁrnx'a Own

Fool Killing Shep Goins

They Say At The Liars' Bench: A List Of
Idiomatiec Expressions

COLLABORATIONS:

Even Stephen

To The Last Breath Of Fight

S8ix Hundred Honest Pounds

This book has just been delivered to the University
of North Carolina Press. It will be printed in
early spring. I have a complete set of carbon cop-
les if they are required for inspectlon by the Fel-
lowship Committee.

The above statements concerning Federal Writers!
Froject books can be verified by:

William R. McDanlel, Director,
Tennessee Writers! Project,

George Feabody College For Teachers,
Nashville, Tennessee.

W. T. Couch
Box 510,
Chapel Hill, N. C.
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STATEMENT OF PLAN OF WORK

(1) DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

WAYFARING STHANGER (tentative title; estimated length,
150,000 words) is laid in Cardiff (Nashville in all but
name), an old Southern market town in the process of in-
dustrialization. David Sevier's family might be called
the Southern middle class in microcosm. His grandperents
are trensplanted country folk and literally represent the
recent agricultural past of the family. Grandmother Furgu-
son's mind lives in the old days when she was a farm-wife.
Grandfather Iurguson 1s the backwoods pest of hard drink-
ing and tall tale telling, of mighty eating, rough horse-
play, of great good humor that can suddenly turn into blind
furies.

The Sevier famlly 1s dominated by Hetty, a heavy posi-
tive woman of almost savage vigor who is determined to
1ift the family by its bootstraps. Hetty i1s the antithesis
of imagination. Her mind cannot reach beyond things felt,
seen, tasted, heard. Her devouring ambition takes the form

of Meneaging and Perfect lMotherhood. Her home must be the




James R. Aswell Plan of Work

2

cleanest, largest, and most ornately stuffed in the neigh-
borhood. Her children, by their manners, grades in school,
and so on, must always reflect glory on thelr mother who
made them whet they are. The children are extensions of
herself which she industriously attempts molding to carry
out the various aims which she, in her own person as a
woman, 1s unable to accomplish. This 1s the central thread
of Hetty's story. At first Hetty 1s religious in an off-
hand conventional manner, but finally there is room in her
for nothing but worship at her own shrine. When her wish-
es are crossed, Hetty sees a blasphemous revolt against di-
vinely ordained authority. She feels sincerely Jjustified
in taking the harshest measures to crush that revolt.

Joseph Sevier, a quiet gentle little man, a skilled
artisan, was swamped by the burly Scotch-Irish Furgusons
after he married Hetty. He 1s an inarticulate flgure mov-
Ing in the background, a means to Hetty for begetting
children and supporting them. The home 1s Hetty's, not
his, and to all intents he is there only under sufferance.

Thomas Sevier, David's older brother, is a logical
second generation development of Hetty——intelligent, methodi-
cal, matter-of-fact, ambitious. Mary Sue 1s Hetty's foggy
ideal of Perfect Womanhood, got from cheap novels, movies,
and the Methodist Church. She is pretty, mindless, prudish,
babbling and exceedingly ignorant. _

David Sevier is the odd one of thg famlly apd of him

( > y
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Hetty is half-proud, half-resentful. Because he 1is not
docile, he absorbs Hetty's notions unevenly and never
achieves the unquestioning certaintles which lead Thomas
in straight llines toward the goals he has chosen,

The novel opens when the Seviers move from a crowded
section of Cardiff to a subdivision on the outskirts of
town where Hetty makes a down-payment on a great dilapida-
ted old brick house, once the home of an 0ld Family. For
a time Hetty 1s able to juggle finances enough to present
a picture of apparent prosperity. Against this background
unfold David's childhood and adolescence.

Before David'!s birth, Hetty has read several volumes
of great orations in order to implant 1n him a genius for
oratory. He was to be a great lawyer, as Thomas was to
be a great minister of the Gospel, as bMary Sue was to mar-
ry the wealthy son of some 0ld Family. To Hetty's deep
despalr and bewilderment, Davlid cannot be persuaded or
coerced into reciting successfully 1n public the l1little
speeches which she deems the first step toward his appoint-
ed career, He elther bogs down completely or stops in mid-
flight to make faces, jump up and down, and otherwise fur-
nlish impromptu amusement for his audience.

When David learns to read, he projects himself into a
land of make-belleve peopled by his fancy. For a time,
he almost ceases to live in the everyday world. Unpil

adolescence sets in, David constantly has gods and heroes
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as companions.

One of David's strong traits is a passion for experi-
ment. He pens rabbits and guinea pigs together to see 1f
they will breed a new species. He feeds the cow all man-
ner of weeds and leaves and the chickens strange seeds
and berries, then examines the milk and eggs for some
miraculous change in gquality. He sets thrush eggs under
flickers and watches eagerly to see how the changelings
will fare. He collects all the old bottles of medicine
about the house mixes thelr contents with the steeped
juices of weeds and flowers, and sips 1t to see what will
happen. He tries to meke silver by melting lsadfoll and
glass together. He boils green corn in a can to dlscover
if whiskey will result. He attempts to fly and to learn
the Water Baby's secret of breathing under watsr. He draws
a cabalistic ring in a secret clearing in the woods, re-
cites the Lord's Prayer backward, and waits for Baalzebub
to appear. He bellieves that some day--probably tomorrow--
he will surely find a food, a fairy spring, or an incanta-
tion which instantly will make him bull-strong, all-wise,
and possessed of ten dollars. He 1s always on the lookout
for it.

After the birth of Baby George, David is freer of
supervision. Spurred by intense curiousity, he wanders
away from home at every opportunity. Through the uncritical

eyes and mind of a child, he absorbg a wvast guantity of the



James R. Aswell Plan of Work

5

living around him. He is welcomed in the Negro settlements.
The shantyboat folk on the river are his friends. IHe
spends fascinated hours with them as they run their trot-
lines or operate thelr stills back in the canebrakes. He
hovers about the chain gang while 1t mends the county roads,
talking to prisoners and guards. He walks into the homes
of the gentry, amusing them by his naive chatter and ques-
tions. These new adventures and people are as vivid as
Thorfin Karlsefne, Sir Galaehad, Tarzan of the Apes, Sinbad,
and the rest of the bright company which he has met in
books. In comparison, school--compound misery of foul air,
mob~-cruelty, and barely literate teachers--is slmost in-
tolsrable.

David begins early to wonder about God. During end-
less buzzing squirmy mornings in Sunday School where he
has been sent washed, combed, and warned by Hetty, he learns
about the loaves and fishes, shyster Jacob and bumbling
Esau, and the sweeter teachings of Christ., In Sunday School
the chief emphasis is laid on the God of Love who is fond of
children and makes a point of looking out for the sparrows.
In church the preacher almost invariably bears down on the
raging Bedouin Thunderer of the 0ld Testament. It seems
that Christ is mostly for children and Iaveh Sabaoth for
the adults. For him David develops an hysterical fear. He
sees him as an immense o0ld man with red-glittering eyes and

a long white beard, tobacco-stained at the mouth. < He lurks
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behind a white cloud spying down to see 1f any little boys
are disobeying theilr mothers. He fingers a bolt of lightning
eagerly. David is extraordinarily cautious about what he
does if there 1is the least speck of a cloud in the sky. As
for Christ, David sees him in the llkeness of tubercular
Mr. Johnson who lives down the street, He sees a pale slck-
ly young man who lets people slap him without striking back.
David's current hero is Jess Willard; he doesn't think
much of Christ, Later, when he finds that by some strange
inexplicable process Jesus and the terrible old gaffer be-
hind the clouds are one and the same, he fears Christ also,
Many are the nights he wakes In a sweating cramp of fear
from nightmares of being pounced upon by that terrible old
man, 7Though he hears considerable talk about the Devil
and 1s afrald he might be erouching in some dark corner of
the cellar, David is not much concerned over him. The
Devil is like 0l1ld Raw Head and Bloody Bones who can make
you scuttle in out of the night when you don't believe in
him at all. The old man is David's Devil., There isn't
room in his pantheon for another.

When David is twelve he comes into violent conflict
with the mores of the family over the subject of Evolution.
Evolution has enthralled him, he has read everything he
could get on it, He has talked Evolutlion pretty freely
with other boys. He has built up an amazing knack for
twisting hls features apishly, for swinging through the
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trees, for chipping flint. Through the zltruistic agency
of the nelghbors and the pastor of the Rast Cardiff Metho-
dist Church the family hears about it. Unfortunately for
David, the news comes just after the Scopes Trial and the
death of Wllliam Jennings Bryan. David is hauled on the
carpet before the assembled family, lectured, and exhort-
ed to recant. He tries to explain his belief, taking care
to point out that he doesn't think Grandfather Farguson is
a monkey, which seems to be the family's conception of it.
This is rank impudence and be&tings follow. David gives
in. He abjures. The stuff of the mertyrs is not in him.

The experience 1s a powerful force in David Sevier's
life. Jarring him out of his world of fantasy, it crashes
him headlong into the world of things as they are. He has
been used like a malefactor for holding an honest belief.
lloreover, lacklng the courage to stand firm, he has fallen
dismally in his own eyes,

The trying period of Devid's adolescence comes when
Hetty's plans are beginning the crumble and she is frantical-
ly devising schemes to prevent total collapse. Though out-
wardly the family maintains its front, it becomes in real-
ity a festering pocket of mutual distrust and hate. Hetty
will hear of no retreat from her untenable position; a
smaller house in a more modest neighborhood is out of the
question. No member of the family is quite sane during

this time.
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No more gods and heroes for David. He finds himself
faced with a world where nothing goes according to the
rules he has learned., He is entirely unfitted to live
with his family or, for that matter, with any family. A
period of inward turning and biting self-criticism follows.
He magnifies his crimes and shortcomings until, in his own
estimation, he becomes a monster of foul and slobbering
aspect. Hls mind i1s a roaring maelstrom of fantasy, super-
stition, partially digested philosophy, mysticism, ildeals,
directionless ambition, shame bewllderment, convictions
of superiority side by side with convictions of inferiority.
He comes to think that every word he utters will be weigh-
ed scornfully and found idiotiec. The upshot of it is that
he can scarcely talk at all to his elders or strangers
without stuttering and pawing the air. He 1s convinced
.that never since the day of the Neanderthal Men has such
an ungainly, toad-mouthed, repulsive creature been born--
he thinks that people shudder in passing him on the street.
As much as possible, he avoids people and is stiffly dis-
tant when he cannot escape them. He 1s often aggressively
rude, attacking as hls best defence.

He is disillusioned not only with himself but with
others. Untll now he has felt that adults lived in a state
approaching perfectlion and infallibility. With a sense of
the world having been jerked from under him, he begins to

see their mistakes, pettinesses, qfﬁeltiss, and dgnorance.
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He sees himself fumbling into an adult world where there
seems to be nothing but uncertainties. One after another
his idols have toppled. There is no longer anything in
which he can put his falth. As his bewllderment grows,
he finds himself less and less able to retreat to and
lose himself in his old books. There is no truth or
beauty or shining deed anywhere. All 1s confusion, pain,
and dingy pretense.

His first reaction, after a time of blind chaos, is
an effort to be exactly like his associates. He studies
the sport pages of the newspapers until he has the accomp-
lishments and histories of the current crop of lantern-
jawed athletes at his tongue's-tip and has become profici-
ent in the sports vernacular. He masters the wierdest
twists of the local profanity and a whole oral literature
of smut. He practices shadow boxing and the lifting of
weights. He learns and uses the cliches of his age group
end studiously conforms to all its conventions. He out-
guffaws, out-leers, out-swaggers, out-nasties, out-lies
them all. He attaches himself to a gang of the tougher

boys of the neighborhood. Once he accompanies them when

they go "egging niggers."™ This consists in a rald on Nig-
gertown. Kocks are thrown through windows, outhouses
pushed over, a Negro boy who shows fight is badly beaten
and left an unconscious pulp beside the road., In the beat-
ing David tekes no actual part. He ;gfsimply‘alpng._ Later
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the memory of this lynching-in-embryo 1s one of the secret
shames which come on sleepless nights to squat on his
chest and glbber at him. But the day after the egging-
raid he is one of the loudest to boast and magnify the ex-
ploit.

Conditions In the Sevier home grow steadily worse. As
indicated before, Hetty has trained the children toward
their appointed places in life. Thomas was to be a minister
of the Gospel; he has been the quiet, studious one. Mary
Sue was to catch a wealthy husband, David, the talkative
one, was to be a lawyer, and George a doctor, But Thomas
has escaped into the North where he has soon abandoned his
strivings toward sanctity. Mary Sue has married an out-at-
elbows, smirking Baptist drug clerk. David appears to be
headed nowhere in particular, but certainly not barward.
GCeorge, at this stage, seems bound for the prize-ring.

Hetty's extravagance grows wilder as the means for
feeding 1t diminish. There i1s a monotonous procession of
ipate collectors hammering at the door., The lights, gas,
water are cut off regularly and David has to sneak out
after dark and turn them on again, Davlid works in the
afternoon tskling a paper route and, later, as a soda=jerker
at the corner drugstore. Hetty gets what little he makes,
even his school carfare and lunch money. Joseph Sevier's
wages are cut sharply. DBut Hetty's extravagance continues

unabated.
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School is a major abrasive in these years. Cardiff
High School runs along lines discarded in more enlighten-
ed parts of the country thirty or forty years before. The
method of teaching is as dull as ditch-water and gauged
to the abllities of morons. The main object of the system
is to pound all students indiscriminately into one shape...
to pour into esch little human~-can so meny mecsures of a
kind of dry, lifeless substance called Education and to
seal it in hermetically with a bit of sheepskin. It is a
prison for the human spirit, a prison given over to severe
mechenical drills and & Prussian coercion. It is a factory
where the young are pleted  with a grey alloy of ignorance
and insularity; and in the plating-process, for neztness!
sake, every knob of curiosity and wonder and originality
is painstakingly scraped off. History, taught without any
conception of its significance, is a droned sucession of
dates. History is a drear desert of dreer print and dresr
halftone cuts on drsar paper on the margins of which de-
pressed students had squiggled curlicues, Jews' faces,
daggers, and bawdy. So it goes with other subjects. David
1s unable to see that many of the teachers are caught in
the web of circumstances as completely as he, that they are
often poor, lnept, harried creatures who have taken refuge
in teaching betause it required small preparation and was
consldered genteel,

In revolting against too—stricﬁ éﬁthoritf@rDavid
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characteristically goes too far. He mekes it a point of
honor to talk when silence is the law, and a necessary one,
to skip R.0.T.C. drill, to study whet interests him and
neglect what doesn't, to go against the one-way traffic
system on the stairs, to wave the red fleg in a dozen ways
in the stern faces of the disciplinarians. He 1s constant-
1y shuttling between class and office with damning notes

of eccusation. He 1s finally expelled and doesn't go back
to school.

What has gone before may have glven the lmpression that
David is a dark, too-sensitive young genius who undergoes
one persecution after another. If so, 1t was unintentional.
I see David as an active and inguiring youngster, by turns
lusty romencer, bully, bullied, saint, and pure devil., The
childhood section of the novel, while indicating the be-
ginnings of the family's trouble and forecasting its eventual
break-up, portrays what to the child is a timeless and com-
plete world. The picture of the family is more pleasant
than it lster becomes. Hetty's delusion of godhead has not
grown to its later overtopping proportions. Nor is the
section dealing with adolescence a picture of unrelieved
blackness. David's confusion and the deepening maze of
difficulties into which Hetty has led the famlily are inter-
spersed with materiel that is by no means grim and tortured.

The final section of WAYFARING STRANGER deals with the,
young manhood of David Sevilier, the deintegratipn of the
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Sevier family as a unit during the black years of the de-
pression, and David's finding himself--at least, to some
degree, though there 1s no pat solution to all his problems.

The first half of this section is concerned with the
bitter years 1931-33, when David, like hundreds of thousands
of young men with no specialized training, drifts from one
odd job to another, living from hand-to-mouth, finding no
place for himself and little hope that a plsce can ever be
found. It is a time of raging bewllderment, when he 1s
beset by a sense of worthlesness and indefinable guillt.
The death of Joseph Sevier and the collapse of Hetty's
little home empire occupy a prominent position.

David has a disasﬁ%ous love affair from which he re-
covers slowly. As times begin to pick up, he gets a job
as salesman for a little fly-by-night neon sign shop--the
first in Cardiff. When the company fails, he and several
technicilans open another on a shoestring. Neon catches on
and the plant does fairly well. David marries and begins
paying installments on a small home. The novel closes with
the birth of his child. He 1ls lest seen rather content and
wholly busy and possessed of a few certainties. However,
he can never free himself of a gnawing fear that poverty,
hunger, and helplessness may agein swoop down. He now
knows that 1life is neilther as good nor as bad as he has
expected, but that at least 1it's damﬁed interesting and

he, for one, is glad to have an active bit part in it.
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I believe that WAYFARING STRANGER will be worth-
while both as & novel and as a socisal study. With the
exceptlon of Wolfe's LOOK HOMEWARD ANGEL, I have seen
no other novel which treats the lerge urban middle class
of the South. It seems to me that problems of this mid-
dle class are no less important--if less dramaetic--than

those of sharecropper and industrial worker.
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(2) PROGRESS TO DATE OF PROJECT

WAYFARING STRANGER was begun in January, 1937. Four
chapters and an outline were submitted to Harper's in
April. On May 24 I received a contract for this and two
additional novels and a $250 advance. The advance made
possible six weeks of freedom from hackwork, a period
spent iﬁ organizing a mass of material I had been collect-
ing during several yesars for the novel. In July I had to
begln grinding out hackwork agaein.

Severe family illnesses and the birth of-our baby
greatly lncreased my obligations. I had no choice but to
shelve the novel and devote myself wholly to hackwork.

The pressure continued and, aside from adding to my notes,
I wgs unable to carry the book farther.

In June, 1938, when I went on as state editor of the
Tennessee Writers' Project, I thought that I would have my
evenings and weekends free for the novel. But it was soon
clear that the new work demended as much time and energy
as free-lancing. I found that mine was not merely an edit-
ing job. I was a general salvager--researcher, writer,
and editor--and constantly under driving pressure because,
after two-and-a-half years of lelsurely piddling, the af-

falrs of the project had reached a critical stage. Under
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these circumstances it was impossible to find time for
more than brief snatches of work on WAYFARING STRANGER.

Now I know that I shan't be able to finish the book
as long as I do work that uses me up as thoroughly as
either my present job or free-lancing. A large canvas such
as I have chosen for my novel requires absolute and con-
tinuous concentration over a period of months.

At present I have approximately 40,000 words ready
for final rewriting and as many more in fragmentary pas-
sages to be pleced into the narrastive. Also I have a bale
of notes ready for expansion.

I estimate that it will take me at least eight or
nine months to complete the novel. My contract with Harp-
er's is still in force. The novel should be published

soon after its completion.

\
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(3) PLANS FOR CAREER

I have two more novelsjwith Tennessse backgroundi,
in the stage of planning and note-making. One 1s a novel
of a pioneer family, covering the seventy-odd years from
the settlement of Watauge to the eve of the Civil War, It
traces the evolution of a family of illiterate Scotch-
Irish squatters to ante-bellum gentle-folk, and the paral-
lel development of an interesting legend of Cavalier de-
scent. The central character is the hardy old grandmoth-
er who, through it all, remains the same shrewd pipe-
smoking, hard-talking, and essentially honest person she
had been as a young woman.

The other novel is lald in the Cedar Barrens and will
be built around the founder of one of the small religious
sects which spring up perennially throughout the back
country.

Also I am planning a survey of a once-prosperous farm
community which has been ruined by erosion and leaching.
DEATH OF THE SOIL 1s the title and the slow death of the
people who live on that soil is the theme. Springvale;
the community, was settled in 1820 by fifteen rather pros-

perous families from North Carolina, some of whom had
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college educations. The descendants of these families
are still on the original land grants. They have become
an appalling set of degenerates--illiterate, syphilitic,
incestuous, with a high percentage of crime and insanity.
In addition, I plan to do short stories and articles
bearing on the problems I have encountered in my sectlon

of the South.,




LETTERS OF REFERENCE

James R. Aswell

Mr. W. T. Couch, Director, University of North Csrolina Press, Chapel Hill

I have kmown Mr. James Aswell for & little over a year. I
became scquainted with him through my work as Regional Director of the Federal
Writers! Project.

Mr. Aswell did a large amount of work on the volume

Thege Are Our Lives. He edited s8ll1l the stories from Tennessee and wrote one

story himself, Since I did the final editing, I zm in a position to have an
opinion on the quality of Mr. Aswell's work. Al1 the manuscripts he submitted
were in excellent condition and needed no further work on my part.

I first became aware of Mr. Aswell's ability through resding
& story of hig in Herper's. Shortly after I read this story, he was dropped
from the Tennessee staff for reasons which I considered unjustified. I went
to Tennessee especlally to investigate and decided that he should be put back
on the staff and the man then in charge removed. After much difficulty with
WPA officials in Tennessee, my recommendations were cerried out, and Mr. Aswell
was restored to the staff and given a responsible position with considerably
increased salary, Since thet time, Mr. Aswell's work has completely justified
my good opinion of him,

Only a few days ago, we received a manuscript of tall tales,
God Blese the Devil, from Tennessee. I read this manuscript Sunday a week ago,
end in my opinion the tell tales in the volume are as good as any materisl of
that kind ever published. A few deys later, Mrs. Paine of the Press editorial
depertment gave me a report on the manuscript which I wes glad to discover was
in accord with my own opinion. We will publish the manuseript either this

spring or next fall, 1940. ( e
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Mr. Aswell edited all of this volume and wrote a congiderable
number of the stories.

I consider Mr. Aswell the most promising young writer I have
met in the South. He has excellent command of short story and novel techniques
end can give form to materials which appear to be hopeless. He can find good
stories where other people would not imagine their existence, and he has an un-
erring drematic sense. In my opinion, his judgment is thoroughly sound.

I have no hesitetion in recommending Mr. Aswell without quali-
fication. I believe he will do honor to sny fellowship that can be given to
him involving literary work. In my opinion, it would be a terrible mistake
not to give him time to do the work thst he can do.

It happens that only a few days ago, without being reguested
by anyone to do so, I wrote a letter to Mr. Moe of the Guggenheim Foundetion
recommending Aswell. I had heerd he intended to apply for a Guggenheim, and
I hope very much that he gets either & Rosenwald or Guggenheim. He would
profit by having first a Rosenwald and lster a Guggenheim; and I think the
development of the srts in this area will also profit tremendously by this.

Mr. Jack H, Boone, Instructor in Fiction, University of Iowa, Iowa City

I have known the applicant, Mr. James R. Aswell, for over
four years and wag for & time assoclated with him on the Federal Writers!
Project in Tennessee. He is deeply interested in the problems of the South.
He is hardworking, conscientious, and worthy; and in his writing as well as
in his life he is strictly honest and tolerent. I have had the pleasure of
reading published short stories of Mr. Aswell's in Story end Herper's and

one which is to be published in Household. In addition, I have read many of
W
/

his unpublished stories and a chapter or souef

proposed book. He shows great talent and orig naliy}; %Zﬂ
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promises to become an outstanding Southern literary figure. Only a hard
struggle economically hss so far retarded him.

Mr. Aswell's plan of work seems very sound. In so fer as
I know, few novels of this kind have ever been attempted by writers in the
South - a treatment of the lerge urban middle class. Certainly, as outlined,
it will be worth while both as a novel and a social study.

Naghville, a town of the 0ld South which has slowly felt
the encroachment of industrialism, is an ideal setting for a novel. Born
and bred here, Mr. Aswell knows the town thoroughly. The young men is
self-educated and has had a hard struggle. Only his grim determination to
succeed as & writer has kept him at his study despite financial after financial
set-back. While unemployed he had the courage to support his family through
hackwork rather than to go on relief, He is well read and knows the State of
Tennessee as well as anyone writing there todsy. I know of no other young
Southern author who writes with the same ease, smoothness, beauty, and
versatility.

Unfortunately his present work on the Federal Writers!
Project is a decided hold up to his creative energles, for it is necessary that

he be editor-in-chief, re-write man, proof reader, and research man all rolled

into one. If he is given the chance to finish Wayfaring Stranger, I am certain
he will produce an excellent piece of work, one that will stand up with the
best in present-day Southern writing.

Mr. Cleanth Brooks, Jr., Assoclate Professor of English, Louisiana State
University, and Managing Editor of The Southern Review

I have read a number of Mr. Aswell's stories and think

&

that he hes a very rich material from which to work. The Southern Review hzg

been very much interested in him, and all of u%_a» ejhsvg/conSde;;d hlB work (J ///J
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filled with a great deal of vitality and promise.

It is almost idle to prediet how a first novel will
turn out. But I have read the description of Mr. Aswell's project very care-
fully, and I am certain that his novel will have & great desl of force and
power. His stories have indicated that he has a rich background of material
and real talent with words.

I do not know Mr. Aswell personally, and there will
doubtless be other people to whom you mey refer for informastion concerning
his personality. Yet I think that there is a positive advantage in appraising
a writer only through his work, and I hszve considered that work, I can assure
you, most carefully. It is my considered judgment that the Rosgenwsld Fund
will meke no mistake in granting him a fellowship for the project he has in
mind.,

Mr, E, C. Aswell, Editor of Harper & Brothers, New York City

The applicant is my brother. Consequently I know him very
well and have a very high regard for his abilities as a writer, but in spite
of our relationship, I do not believe I am unduly lenient or prejudiced in
his behalf.

As an editor of Harper & Brothers, I hsve read the completed
chapters of the novel which the applicant has outlined, and I and my colleagues
were so greatly impressed by the quality of the writing, the excellence of the
cheracterization, and the whole feeling which the chapters conveyed of a cer-
tain type of middle class life in an industrial Southern town, that we gave
him a contract for the publication of the book, and made him an advance of $250

to help him towards its completion. Since others besldes myself were involved

in the awarding of this contract and in the ed iai Judgqgnt on/ﬁhich‘lt was /
based, I can assure you, if assurance is need hat tqgf~§clsicn was arrived ;/
r(\b \ [
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at in the usual hard-boiled manner by which publishers meke up their minds,
and that mere sentiment did not enter into it.

The facts which the applicant has outlined about himself,
his training, the work he has done and is doing, and the peculiarly difficult
personal circumstances that have attended him in the last few years, are al-
together true. He has wholly supported himself, his wife, and child by
writing for some five or six years. Much of this writing has been published
in newspapers and small magazines in the South, although his work has also

appeared in Harper's Magszine and in Story. He has also contributed to a

volume published by the North Carolina Press entitled These Are Our Lives.

I believe I have never known a writer who worked hearder at
his writing than my brother, unless it was Thomes Wolfe. But so much of his
time has necesserily had to be taken up in the writing by which he has earned
his living that he has not had either the time or the energy left over for the
creative work which he wants most to do and which he thought he would be able
to do on a part time basis when he signed the contract with Harper & Brothers.

There has been, within the last decade, something approaching .
a renaissance of literary effort in the South, and meny of the literary figures
that come instantly to mind as among the best or more significant American
writers have belonged to this movement., People like Thomas Wolfe, William
Faulkner, Allen Tate, Caroline Gordon, Roark Bradford, Robert Penn Warren,
Richard Wright, Paul Green, Jonathan Daniels, Erskine Caldwell, and in the more
popular field, of course, Margaret Mitchell. As a Southerner, I believe it is
no accident that literary activity has been grester in the South than in any
other section of the country. The difference between life as it is lived in
the South and any image of the good life as it might be lived, is undoubtedly
greater there than elsewhere, snd the conscioﬁsness of tﬁis;différence‘has cer-

tainly been one of the great urges prompting gqthgrneqﬁ{@@'write, just as it
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hes always been one of the great urges to writers everywhere. The book
which my brother proposes to complete if he ghould be fortunate enough to
obtein a Julius Rosenwald fellowship, stems from this source. When it is
written and published, as it surely will be some day, if not by one meens,
then by another, I am confident that it will be recognized as an important,
perhaps brilliant, contributlion to Southern litersture.

- = e -

Dr. John T, Frederick, Professor of Modern Life and Letters, Medill School
of Journalism, Northwestern University

I have examined with much interest the application
statement accompanying this report form.

I do not know Mr. Aswell personelly, but have been
very definitely interested in his work, which I have known of in several ways,
through friends and through my own reading experience. I regard himas a
truly promising young writer, end his proposal for work seems to me well con-
sidered, mature in conception, feasible and eminently worth while. I believe
that the extension of a fellowship to Mr. Aswell would heve more than the
usual probability of resulting in a distinguished and valuable contribution.

I teke pleasure, therefore, in recommending its favorable consideration.

Mr. Whit Burnett, Editor, Story and The Story Press, New York City

I printed Jemes R. Aswell in Story and I think his writing
is excellent.
I do not know him personally but have recommended him for

work which he handled, I understand, very satisfactorily.

- cEm wm w

‘ Li:

=)
X

|| —




]

ACCOUNT—Eiie Scuthery Fellowships ——— APPROPRIATION No. o

NAME OF STUDENT—dlexce GSobert jowell
ADDRESS T e WA N S PO S

+ + 40 )

INSTITUTION gitic State Edl " body
EREERARAR A = Ceeatise datsing College

STATEMENT OF OFFER

GUR +o Mp, Aswall o 4/13/40:

Tt a3 a pleaasur
L

AMOUNT OF OFFER— $1,700 PAYMENT DATES
CHECKS PAYABLE TO

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER—Qas yeur

APPROVED BY— ¥fsasel AUTHORIZED By e/

PAYMENTS

DATE

EXPLANATION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATION AMOUNT




April 18, 1940

Dear Mr. Aswells It is & pleasurs to inform
you that you have been se-

lected by the Commitise on Fellowships of the

Julius Rosenweld Fund to resceive a grant of

one thousand seven hundred dollars ($1,700)

to assist you in carrying forward your creative

writing according to the plan presented to the
Committies.

Please let us know at once
whether or not you can aceept this grant. An
official announcement of the Commlittee's selec~
tions for the year will be made soon and it ecan
include only those from whom acceptances have
been received.

Very truly yours,
GMR$MLU Georce M. ReynoLbps

Ha:hvil]s s Tennessee
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