
~1.RIS. D.A.~D M. LEVY 

300 PARK AVl!l:NUE 

·-----,----.---1 - -1111w'11w"'•"'""....,voRA ~2. A·. Y. 

\l \ ERE 

January 5, 1944. 

For several years I have been hearing 
about Black Mo'Wltain College. As a matter of fact, 
I built up quite a sales resistance to it, but be­
cause so many people whose opinion I value spoke so 
highly of it, I weakened several years ago and h ave 
been contributing to it since then. Clark For eman 
has just been in to see me and told me that he had 
invited the Rosenw~ld Fund to hold their spring meet­
ing there. I am personally awfully eager to avail 
myself of this opportunity, a nd hasten to writ e you 
to put me down as voting "Yes" . ~ ncidentally, this 
was not writtEm at all at Mr. Foreman' s instigation • .,,... 

My warm personal greetings to you, and 
wishes for a good 1944. 

Mr. Edwin R • Embree,, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago,, Illinoia . 

Cordially• 



January ll, 1944 

Dear Adele : I a6ree with you tha t Black Uount&.i n 
College •ould be u grand place for 

et ir.eeting of the Tru~tees. The only ques tiot'I I hhTe 

ia ns to tryin~ to weet eny ))lace other than the 
main rail centers during the war. We had such t ne~r­
ly i apossible time getting to Chapel Hill a ye~r ago 
and it proved so ehSY to assel'lble the whole group at 
Philadelphia this yeer th~t for the dura t ion I rua 
inclined not to try ~o go outside of New York, Wash­
i~~ton or Cbic~go. Does this see~ sensible to you? 
Especially l f we nigr,ly re-olve to iO to Black Moun-
t; in for the fir .. t mee"ting after the war. 

2rs . David li. Le • 
JOO Park Avenue 
Ne~ York 22, New York 

Very truly yours , 

EoWtN R. t.i iJJn-&.. 



----

:MlJU§I. DAVUll> M.. L E ~ 

3 0 0 PARK AVENU E 

N E"• Y O RK 2 2 , N .Y. 

January 20. 1944. 

-r----1-----1----1-----

My d ar Ed n : --- ----
I am afraid as usual you are righto 

I have investigat ed the transportati on situation 

from Chicago to Black Mountain College. and find 

1 t i • difficult • so perhaps we wi 11 have to post­

pone the idea f or the moment. 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree. 
Julius Rosenwald Fund. 
4901 Ellis Avenue. 
Chicago• Illinois o 

Cordially. 

o~ 
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11 TAKE ·rr HE 1 s BUSY FROM THEN ON HAVE \'rt RED HTM FOR 
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1004 <o ,,/,i La t) 
MAILING DIVISION ttce Wniteb ~tates ~ost ~ - · 

WAI ASH 9207-EXT 

OFFICE OF THE 

INQUIRY SECTION 
NIKTH Fl.OOR 

-CHICAG07ILLINOIS I -
415-417 SOUTH CANAL STREET !

~ -
IN REP Pl.EASE RITT TO 

OATE. I TIAI. ANO NU~ BER 

LH-502 

Julius ~osenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 

My dee,. Sirs: 

(AT WEST VAN BUREN STREET) 

"~1 

February l 7, 194 4 . 

On December 22, 1943, Form 1510 was submitted by you for parcel contain-
ing a copy of Education and the Cultural Process, said to have been meiled 
September 3, 1943, to Mrs . David M~~New York , N. Y, The label v1as found 
loos in the mails , but no r ecord ot the book could be located either at this 
office or New York City and the postmaster there advises that he has been un­
able to contact the addressee as she failed t o reply to i nquiries . It is there­
f ore assume d that the book was received . 

HK 



_j ERF. /0 

M.IRI§. ll))A.VJ:D N. LEVY 
300 PARK AVEN~ 

-~...,~~'iJllJllW' YOHK aa.N.Y. 

.. 2:¢ 

__ ,...;,..w_h, ~-t+ --,lt.f!1_b ~ 
j t ts_\ 0 April 7 , 1944. 

My dear Edvrin: 

I am truly sorry that the conference 
was not more productive. I do, however , agree with 
you regarding the need of a clearing house. How-
ever, I don' t think I can be of the least bit of help 
in counseling you as to how it should be set up. There 
seems to be such a sharp cleavage, both among the 
hlegroes themselves and among _1;hose who are sincerely 
and deeply interested in the Ner,ro problem, that I 
left Chicago ~ith a profound sense of discouragement , 
which I grant you wasn ' t especially constru::tive. Per­
haps I might be of greater assistance if you could give 
me some outline as to how you and Dr . Will propose to 
set up such a committee. At that point I could appraise 
and criticize the progra~. 

My warm greetings to you - and better luck 
next time . 

Mr . Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
C~icago , IllinoiB. 

Cordially, 

a~ 

P. S.: Can you possibly provide a letter of introduction 
to Fred Keppel ' s successor at the Carnegie Foundation? I 
don ' t know him and would like very much to be introduced 
to him under good auspices. I will await word from you 
on this o 



April ;;;o, 1944 

Dear Adelei liere i s a note t o J es:;,up, the new 
President of tha C£rne~ie foundati on. 

Con t i <.!en t i~ l ly, J es sup se.::!!16 t c n,e a li t.tl(;j :;rood on . 
The yea.sty Car z,ei;i e of fica::-s ~r -'> Csborn ru-...i Dollard 
"!.)oti. of 1';1Cl!l er ,3 no·r ir. tl.:-3 .::_:>..:-cial servi cos of t he 
Army. At &.ny r » t..:- , l:iert i o tt.~ r.ot.e to Jet ~U.t> whom 
~ h~vo kcown r~r ~eLl onto twenty year o. 

By tne ·1n1.·i , w0 ?.:.r ~ c&lling a. planning 
snd o:-ganizing .session on t he cleur l.r,e ho·~se - - -just 
.-:"4 peot>le :::-e,'rcaentinb ths t op think.er a ot t h$ VE\r i ol.18 
divergent 0 rou;.is . I thir.k ot.t of ;jeellli..b cneoo there 
ma:; bs ~o=e unar.L~i ty of opinio~ and more ie~l for 
r.ext stsps t hnn L?.;>e~reu at tne UU\'fieldy " .m<1us uie~t1ng11 

i n Mar ch . I will kel.!p ::ou informed. Th1:i strergency 
iz to·, acute rot t o tr~ ~o do every t.h i.t:[ • ~ c ,,:n t o 
bol~t~r oemocr~c7. 

Mr s . Df..vid ,~. Levy _ 
.300 Pnr k Avenue 
New York, New York 

Very truly your1::1 , 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 



April 20, 1944 

Dear Jessup: This •ill introduce Mrs . Davi d~- Levy, 

a member of the Board of !rustees, or 

the Julius Rosenwnld Fund and as you doubtless know 

e distinguished citizen of Na~ York. Mrs. Levy ie 

a duughter of Julius Rosenwald and also a person of 

standing and influence i n her own right. I commend 

her to your well-known courtesies and to your atten­

tion. 

Mr. Welter A. Jesaip 
Car negie Corporation 
522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New Xork 

;.Very truly youra , -

OWlN rt ._111 



JERE jj 

-

MRa. DAVID ~ll.. LEvv 

300 lPARK AVE~"UE 

NE"' YORK 22, "11."'. Y. ~ 

:u 1.! I 
I 

! 
I 

-

I April 22 , l 9li.L.. 
------

l~y dear Mr. Embree: 

:Mrs . Levy was in a great 

hurry this morning - so she asked me to thank 

you very much for the letter of introduction 

to the President of the Carnegie Foundation. 

She al so asked me to tell 

you that she was anxious to Y.now who was ap­

pointed to the committee on the clearing house. 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree , 
Julius Rosenwald Fund , 
4QOl Ellis Avenue, 
Cl>i ca go, Illinois. 

Sincerely yours , 

~(:-~ 
Secretary. 



May l, 1944 

Dear Adelea On the enclosed sheet are given the 
names of the people who l1ave been in­

vited to tho next ~eeting -- on May 6 and 7 -- to carry 
forward plana and to set u~ 8 board for the clearing 
house on re.co relatione. It wes astonishing bow nearly 
identical al~ of the suggestions were that came in for 
members of this planning group. We hope to thrash out 
all det~ils in a very frank and leisurely fashion in a 
two-day session. 

As you will see, we ar ~ aure of the at­
tende.uce or all but two of these people. It ia most 
unfortunato that these two labor people, l'ho111as and 
Randolph, are the only ones who absolutely cannot come 
(because of importbnt meetinga elsewhere). Both have 
expreased hearty interest and a willingness to do any­
thin~ they can for the movement includin~ serving on 
the Bo6rd of Directors. 

In telephone tnlks with almost all or 
the people invited to the planninc meetins 1 am greatly 
he~rtened as to interest and aubstantihl agreement on 
fund6Jllen ts.la. 

Mrs t David ul Levy 
JOO 'ilark Av;due -
New York 2;, Ne~ lark 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 

J 



Please attach to Mrs. Adele Levy's letter of May 1, 1944 

LIST OF P.ERJ.OhS COMING TO ME.E'rINGS 

May 6 and 7 

Jlr . Abraham Rubin, • , t1onal S.elting Company, Cleveland , Ohio 

Mr. Clarer.ce Pickett, American Friends Service ColllCllittee 

Dr . Dona1d Young, Soci &l Sci erce Research Council 

llajor Charleo Dollard, War Departll1ent, Special Services Di vision 

Mi ss Sun Southall, I nternationul harves ter 

Dr . Robert Redfie~u , Department of Sociolog,; , University of Chi cago 

Mrs . Loui se Bransten, Rosenberg li'oundai:.ion, ~s.n Fruncisco 

Ir . Philleo N;~::;u , Office of War Infornati on, lfu.:;hington, D. C. 

llr . R&l ph Bunche, Ste.tu Dep~l.'tment, We.ouington, O. C. 

Mr . Channi ng Tobias, Y0 ung Mon• s Christ1s n Associe. tior, , Ne'" York City 

Mr. Charles H. Houstvn, WP..shington, D. C. 

Mr . P. L. Prnttis, Pi ttvburgh Couri er 

Kr . Homer Brown, Pittsburgh 

Mr . Lester Granger, !fotional Urbim Le&gue, New Yor:it Ci ty 

Mr . Wel ter Whi te, NAACP, NeY. York Ci ty 

Dr. Percy Juli an, Glidden Company , Chi cago 

Mr . J aaes t'att.on, liutional Fermers Uni on, Denver 

Mr . Robert C. Weaver, lutyor•s Co1111ittee on Race Relati ons 

Mr. Karshsll Fi eld 

Mr . Maxsell Hahn 

Mr . Loui s Wei s s 

Mrs . Mery-Jane Gr unsfeld 

Dr. Charles S. J ohnson 

Dr. W. w. Alexander 
Kr. Ed•in R. Embree J 



Me.y 9, 1944 

Dear Adele; An answer to the correspondence between you and 
Mrs. Warburg can best be given 1n the copy of 

my l etter to her which I am er.closing. The calls th;;.t are com­
ing to Dr. Charles S. Johnson a.re not only a high compliment to 
him, but a fine recognition of the triucph of eminence over pre­
judice. 

We had a tioot successful seconct meeting of the 
race r elations conference. I t was as good as the first one was 
bad. There was unanimous and hearty interest in the project it­
self, together with full and completely frank discussion of 
intellectual differencee of opinion as to t he best ways to pro­
ceed. With only twenty-five people end two full days, we had 
an opportunity to get everything fully and frankJ.y on the table. 
We voted unanimousl y to go ahead with the Council 1n accordance 
with a statement of purposes snd procedures which_. as finally 
dr awn up, had the hearty support of every per son present. We 
are all highly plee.sed . And what i s more important, I think 
Marshall Fiel d i s pleased and feels that even 1n t hi s highly 
complex and controversial fiel d , it is possible to get unity in 
behalf of an aggressive bat tle of this particular front of tho 
war for democracy. 

EREIIW 
Enc. 

Mrs. David M. Levy 
JOO Park Avenue 
New York City, New York 

w --

VerJ truly yours, 
EowiN R. EMBREE 



May 9, 1944 

Dear Mrs. Warburg& Lirs. David M. Levy has forwarded to me your 
letter to her Md the letter :fro11 

Frank Tannenbaum. We in this Fund are, of course. interested in 
the splendid proposal which TannenbaWI makes. I think our Fund 
would be willing to make the contribution that you suggest if it 
is needed, and if there is an7 practical possibility of carrying 
it through. 

The calls for Dr. Charles s • ..Tohni;on are 
coming from many sides. Confidentally, I oay tell ~ou that Harvard 
has Just offered him a visiting profes3orsbip for the coming year, 
and the University of Chicago i s trying to get hill on a part-ti.Ille 
basis. He had to decline the first Harvard offer because of coa­
llitme11ts he had elsewhere. I hope that it may be possible for him 
to accept a renewal of that offer to begin as or about the first of 
the year. Becau,:;e of the se special calls on top of the very 
iaportant work that he is doing, I am afraid Columbia has little 
chance. It would• at best, have to stand third 1n view of' the 
offers from Ram.rd and Chicago. 

Just one word nbout a special appropriati on. 
While I think our Board would be willing to make it, it seems rather 
astolliebing that a university ttith en annual budget ru.'ll'ling into 
several million dollars should be influenced one way or another by 
a $3.000 gift 1n so important a question as the adtlition of a dic­
tingUished Negro scholar to its staff. The decisions at Harvard and 
Chicago were taken entirely on policy• and I should think that it 
would be the StUl18 at Columbia • 

.At any rate, the suggestion 18 importan.t and 
exciting. In this matter ot ra.ce prejudice, the world certainly do 
movel 

EREaMII 

Mrs. ldward M. ll. Warburg 
30 Rockefeller Plan 
New York City• New York 

Very truly yours, 

Enw1N R. EMBP.EE 



COPY FOR MR. 1.mREE 

Ky dear Mory: 

__.. 

ERE f \ 
\-,--1---1---i--­

\_l--1--1--1·--
1 

------ -

It see» to no that J:lr . Jo!inson' s 

chair at Colllr!bio. should httve t he su?port or tho 

RoaonKald fund. I irould think that it would 

tit into t.~eir prograa. I an r or~arding a copy 

ot yout" lotter to au,. and this Wl.GWOr , 1.A:> lir. 

Bdwin Bnabree. and suggeat th•~ "'JOU. f ollo11 it u9 

with full det ails. 

Vy atteotionate grceti~s to you, 

(Mrs . David M. Levy) 

Jlrs. :::d ,ard u. u. Warburg_, 
30 Rookofell&r Plaza, 
ltJ• York Ci ty. 

P. S.: Do you remmabor you promiaed to send 1118 

•om.a or Eddie's letters? 

.. 



' l!OPY FOR MR. EMBREE 

30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 

May 3, 1944 

My dear Adele: 

It is only because I feel certain you are 

as vitally interested as I am in helping the Negro find 

his place in this c ountry that I venture to write you about 

a most timely and worthy projoct. 

The enclosed copy of Prof . Tannenbaum's letter 

tells the whole story and I do hope you will see your vray 

clear to help us raise the mcessary amount of money. 

My sincerest thanks in advance, and lots of 

love . 

Mrs . David M. Levy 
300 Park AVEll oo 
Nev, York City. 

As ever, 

Mary 

(Mrs. Edward M. M. ,larbur) 



C 

COt.UlIDlA UUIVB l?Y 
inth• CITY .fl1 Y X 

0 
p 
y 

Dtparl'09%1t or History 

I am wr1tin!; you this note u ft !ollow-up ot our tolk 7o•terday 
nening. l have tOJ> •~e ~1• beon oo.nooJ"nsd about th• que•tion or the 
toa.0hui5 of rao~ relationa 1n Colur.i.b1a, and haT• onoe 01" twioo rats.a 
t.h• que■tion with Uao Iyer, the be d 01' tho Depa~ of 6001.olog. ~ 
au,e;e,mion to him rwia to the ,r.reot the Ch,..rl•« s. JPbJ:1son. CJ! t-i.w, ,. 
dht1rsguiehed ■eolologut. 'rice-president ot the l~icen t;ooiologioal 
Society• the author or :m.cm7 000\:1 .:bout tho .Nep-o ,- i ,:~po11e th at 
diet~"'Uiehed Negro aohol\\l". f tho countey- be invited to teaoh at Colunb1.a. 

tfaotver ha• lllid to 111 ta~ about it that U there are -iv 
pro1poot that the :money oould " ?'dted (ADd. I U91.ll» it ,roul\! tn.k• about 

3000 a year)• he would be ,1ar1 to takt1 it up with tho Comitt .. on 
Iuatructi on ot Col\mlbia and th1Dl:a thft't he would put it throufjl. In dew 
of 11hat 1:s b.appenll:ag in the Z"ld at tho momnt. in '71..rw or t.'1e ohmcaa 
or policy tcmal"d tho Necro 1n the lZ&"fY, in Tie!lllf ot tlie ceinerol problem or 
n.ationel norale ond tho ,mole qua,tian ot the relation betwo«m ,mite peopl• 
and ouo•• • not only in the United 6t t••, but in the ,rorld, thil , ... 
to • te> be tha r1Et)'lt tlmo for Col\t:lbia Uld.verdty to mk• tM. a k1r...d ot • 
t•sture. It would a~trftot '1fido e.ttont1on and would be the bost kind ot 
publ1o iJOlioy. I :J:11oit add thnt or course Charles Johnson does not know 
anything e.bout thh. I have never :mnt1oned it to him. !he pro~• u 
•nYl•aged would bo to uk John.Ion to Ocr.!\O to Colu=ibia Univ~r1!ty fo~ one 
tern each Y(tftl"• Ho ia too ~ortant a peraon in th• South to withdra hia 
fro:s ther ccmplotely, cm.d an &ppo~ at Coluribla 'l!Ould make his 
ins1~t end understm illG •nilnble to t.he natton in • way which tH,chinG e.t 
riake <ioos not and yet would not depr1v~ the South of Ma sonic • 

l :nN4 :not; arg1.1e th-11 o1nt t)f its uaatulneaa to 7ou. I should like, 
howsver, to etr H the tact th.at tr0t1 the :point ot 'View of eduoational policy 
both at Col 1a and in the nation tho im;)orta:nt thin• h to csstll!.blieh th 
preoedent that • d11tbl£Ubhed er:;ro cholar la not barnul tro::. Collrlb1a 
juet beoauao of hia raoe. lf.v hop• 18 that e..tter a tf/fl year, Oolunlb1a Un1Ter.n1.ty 
would &baorb the expense involved in Johnson'• •l't><>i.m:rulnt and thct in the 
i'Utur• enn re than et prescmt ~ sohol~ beat fitted to till 11. poa1t1 et 
the Vn1.nr it;y ldll bo chosen on his rS.ta OTen il' he 1s " qo. 

Your otf,rr to interest ynuroel:t 1n this :tt r 11 ao oth1ng for 11h1oh 
you deaern mor• than ~ ~rsonal thanka that I oan cln you. You would be 
oontrib~ to a ohmlge in ttduoationtJ. olioy o.nd public attitude the 
!'a:r-roa()hin{; aon,equenool) or h1oh cennot be .:i.w~\Ali!:.Yd by ~ rao ,expreuion 
ot p r ohtlcm. 

Co y, 

I J ' /ia/ Frum: anndnba'8 
_j 



June 8 ., 1944-• 
. ~ 

lly dear Edwin, , \~ 

n .. /4.gene Carder, who is Chairman of the 
Board of Wilt~ s~hool, is sending you a letter asking 
for a special, one-time grant of $10, 000 for that insti­
tution. 

As you may or may not recall ., Marshall Field 
has been the godfather of Wiltwyck, and both Mrs. Roosevelt 
and I are on the Boar d. I have always been interested in 
the idea , but became fired with enthusiasm after visiting 
the place. Though it is a local progr am, I think its sig­
nificance and implications are far beyond that. It seems 
to me one of the most exciting and dynamic demonstrations 
in interracial living that I have seen. 

The buildings are in a sad state of disrepair , 
and I cannot ask yo~~est ly enough to have the Executive 
Committee consider a , gi-a1't'of $10.,000 towards their rehabili­
tation. There are so few foundations now who are doing much 
but war vrork, and although the support , I believe , must come 
from the Ne-,, York community , I think this is one of those rare 
opportunities to do a constructive job. Since Marshall Field 
and the letter from Dr. Carder will gi ve you any additional 
information, I will not bore you beyond tell i ng you the.t I 
have never plead more earnestly for anything. 

The enclosed letter from Mrs. Roosevel t was in 
answer to one of mine asking her if, in her opinion, Vfiltwyck 
fell within the scope of the work of the Rosem,ald Fund. 

With cordial personal greetings , and hopes for 
a favorable consideration of this request ., 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree , 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue , 
Chicago , Illinois. 

Yours sincerely, 



THE WHOTE HOUSE -4.t./ , M f!_.e_ 
WASHINGTON 

l:T.une 1, 1944 

Dear Adele: 

I certainly do think that the 

Wiltwyck School would be a wonderful 

thing for the Rosenwald Fund to give 

$10 , 000 to , and I am oceli~hted that 

you are going to ask them if they will 

do so . 

Affectionately, 

~~~' 

' 



June 19, 1944 

Dear Adelea The Wiltwyck School, of course, falls 
quite outsi de anything the Fund. i s now 

doing. However, the project, itself, is so interesting 
that I want the Executive Committee to consi der it. I 
am putting it on the agenda for the next meeting. Since 
Mar shall Field i s a member of the Committee, the project 
should be assured of a sympathotio hearing. But knowing 
that Committee and the explicit votes as to limitation of 
scope taken oTer and over again by the Board of Trustees, 
I am almost certain the appeal will be turned down on 
grounds of policy. 

My best greetings to you and David . You 
will be glad to know that the American Counoll on Race 
Relations seems to be getting off to a good start in spite 
of the distressing opening conference. I sn't Marohall Field 
a grand person to be aasociatod with in any such enterprieet 

Mrs. David II. ~Le:-.:.,i.,..-s:;::,, 
.300 Park Avenue 
Now York 22, New York 

Very truly yours, 

fDWIN R. EM 



June JO, 1944 

Dear Adelea The WUtwyck School aroused the 
interee.t of the Executive Co111Dittee. 

Since this group had been .firmly instructed by the 
Trusteea to make appropriations only within ney 
definite limits, the C011D1ittee asked us to present 
the whole matter of Juvenile delinquency, along with 
the Wiltwyok School and certain other somewhat 
s11lllar requests in this general field that have coae 
to us during recent months, to the Trustees at the 
autuinn meeting. 

I find my own feelings a good deal 
tom in the matters I think "on principle• the Fund 
should not, at this late date, cnlr ,·.;e the scope of 
its activities and contribution&. Ye., there i s no 

' te~ • doubt that dolinquency, especially among young Negroes 
b\ 1\1\ • ~---- city areas, i s one of the acute problems or 

these times. I am aure it is a good thing to present 
the whole matter to the Trustees at the November meet­
ing. 

EREdlM 

Mrs. David M. ~ 
300 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 

Very truly yours, 

!EDWIN R. EMBFH?! 



My dear EdvTin: 

Our friend at the head of the 
Carnegie Potmdation wrote me a turn down let­
ter, sight unseen -- very courteous but very 
final. They are apparently concerned orily 
with initiating war projects at this time. 

Will you let me know if any 
action he.s been taken r ege.rding a one-time 
grant from the Rosenwald Fund for Wiltwyck? 
At the risk of being ubiquitous I do ,1ant 
to repeat that it seems to me that this project 
in its feeling is one of the significant inter­
racial de?:10nstrations that is being carried on. 
We eagerly await word from you, so don't keep us 
in suspense too long. 

With cordial pa-sonal greetings, 

Mr . Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius RoseIWald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Illin is. 

P. S.: How do you like our nen Republican candi­
date? 



September 22 , 1944 

Dear Adele: l was in Hew York for a couple of days 
over t he weekend in connection ~i th 

meetings of the American Council on Race Relations. 
I had hoped I might have a chance !or a little visit 
with you, but things crowded on my heel s so closel y that 
I di d not try to reach you. I am always torn between my 
desire t.o see you to talk over Fund affairs, and my 
feeling that New York Trustees are very busy peopl e who 
find it a nuisance to be often interrupted by their 
•country clients" . 

Could we leave i t this wayi that I call 
you whenever I am in New York with the cl oar understanding 
that, if you are busy, you will say so and no hard feelings 
on either side. 

ERE:IOI 

MrsJ Adele R _Levy _, .. 
300 \,urk Avenlffi' 
Bew York City, New York 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN t( iMBF<d. 

' i . 



September 22, 1944 

My dear Adele: Thi a letter is written in behalf of 
Franklin McLean, chairman of the Nominating 

Committee of the Julius Rosenwald F'und. You will remember that 
you and Mark Ethridge were the other members 0£ the Nominating 
Committee. 

Franklin McLean and I talked over the matter 
of foundation trustees ana coI!Uldttees when he was in town the 
other day. It so happens t hat all of t he Trustees whose 
terms expire this autumn are eligible for re-election, name1y, 
Field, Embree, Johnson, and Bishop Sheil. 

The normal thing would be to simply re-elect 
these Trustees, ano that i s Dr. McLean's first r ecommendation. 

However, we have all wanted to bring 
Edgar Stern back onto the Board just as soon as possible. He 
has been off :for one year and i s , therefore, eligible for 
election again. The reasons for wanting Edgar on t he Board are 
so self-evidet_!t, I- .9.9_, ngt nee_d to list them. Franklin McLean 
beli eves that h'~ ely t.o be tied up in the special war 
research on which he i ~ now engaged for the great er part of the 
coming year. Thus, he is unabl e to give t he time and attent ion 
to Fund affairs t hat we have found so helpful in the past. His 
suggestion i s that he resign from the unexpired period of hi s 
present term, that Edgar Stern be elected in hi s place, an<1 that, 
if the Board wishes, i t might consider r e-electing hill (Franklin 
McLean) a year hence when he will probably be free for constructive 
service and when there will be at least two vacancies caused by 
the retirement of Trustees ineligible for re-election. To put into 
operation thi s recomr.iendation, Franklin has sent to me hi s f ormal 
resignation from the Board to be acted on by the Trustees at the 
next meeting. 

The question of Trusteeship is the most important 
item before the Nominat ing Committee. For -membersni.p on other 

/j 
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committees the following are suggested, in general t he same 
persons who make up these commi ttees at present, 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

FINANCE COMMITTEE, 

COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 
AND SECURITIES: 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 

Edwin R. Embree, Marshtll. Field, 
Richard Franlt, Leonard Rieser, 
Bishop Shell. 

Lessing Rosenwald, Richard Frank, 
Edgar Stem. 

Richard Frank 

Adele Levy, Leonard Rieser, 
Charles Houston. 

If you and Mr. Ethri dge approve these 
recommendations, I will send them out in behalf of the Committee 
to the Board in advance of the meeting as stipulated in our 
byl aws. 

Just one ~ore word: we have not looked about 
particularl y for new members. Since the Fund will probabl y close 
its work in the relativel y near future , it seems scarcely desirabl e 
to bring in new Trustees at this t ime. 

ERE:IIM 

Mrs. Adele R. Levy 
300 Park Avenue 
New York City, New York 

Very truly yours , 

Eowm R~ EMBREE 



October 2, 19440 

My dear Edwin: 

I a.-n completely in accord with the 
suggestions contained in your letter of Septem-
ber t wenty-se~ond. I do think that Edgar Stern 
would be an itvaluable member of the board, and 
under the circumstances. I agree that it would 
be wise for him to take Dr. McLean's placeo 

Ur. Edwin R. Embree• 
Julius Rosenwald Fund• 
4901 Ellis Avsiue . 
Chicago 15, Illinois . 

Sincerely yours• 
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1 )l.4 
Included without charge. 

Yes I tllink Mr . Levy can crtch Century on the twentieth. 

Edwin R. Embi·t e 



October 201 1944 

Dear Adele: I had a good 1ong talk with 
Dr. Channing Tobias. He puts up the 

case for a gift to the centennial i'und of the Inter­
national Council of the Young lien' s Chri stian Association 
strongly. Partly in recognition of the earlier pe r eonal. 
interest of Mr. Rosenwald, I like to see Mr. Rosenwald' s 
interest expressed in this rather notabl e campaien which 
John D. Rockefeller is l ee.ding. But I do not see how the 
Fund con possibly make simply a general gift to so general 
an a.gency as the international DIC.A.. Per sonally, I think 
the Y1f has been much more aggr eRsive ond 9Christian" in 
its interracial attitudes , and certainly there are lllP.ny 
nationEcl and internatio~ t:roups which a.re quite RS _@A 
advanced as the YMCA. '-' members of the fnmily want~ to 
mclce a gift in r~coenition of their f~thar•s interest, I 
should gladly yield so far as the Fund i s concernedl 

I im&gine the proper thing to do i s to 
brine the ma ttcr up in t.he docket for discussion and 
for such decision as the Trustees wish to make. 

ERE:111 

Mrs. David II. ~ 0 
JOO Park Avenue 
New York City, New York 

Very truly yours , 

~ 



November 21, 1944 

Dear Mrs. Levy: I have the honor to inform you that 

at the meeting of the Trustees of 

the Julius Rosenwald Fund hel d on November 20, 1944, 

yau were el ected to sorve for the year 1944-45 as 

chairman of the Nominating Committee, the other 

members of which are Leonard M. Rieser and Charles H. 

Houston. 

Mrs./ David M ~ Levy .. 
.300 )'.ark Avernie 
Ne~ York 22, New York 

Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 
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ERE I~ 

My dear Edwin: 

Mft5. U,~VllD ~1. LEY Y 

300 PARK ~\.VENUE 

NEW YORK 2~,N.V • 

iR~ ~ 

I 
February a, 19450 

I am writing this to you in your capaoity 
as chairman of the Mayor' s Committee, and at the request 
of Betsy Reyneau. I understand she has painted a series 
of portraits of distinguished negroes, and exhibitions 
are being held in different cities throughout the country. 
She says that the Harmon Foundation has been trying to 
arrange ,.,.1th the Mayor ' s Committee in Chicago for at 
least a consider~tion of the exhibit, and that they 
have had no anBWer to a number of letterso 

Mrs. Reyneau is coming to Grand Rapids 
next "eek for the e xhi bit there, and on to Chi ca.go 
later in the week. She will undoubtedly try to get 
in touch with you. 

I am simply passing this information on 
to you as Mrs. Reyneau seemed very much irritated by 
what she obviously considers a great lack of courtesy. 
I don' t kno,1 the lady at all or any of the circumstances, 
but promised I would bring the matter to your attention. 

With cordial personal greetings, 

Sincerely yours , 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinoiso 



February 20, 1945 

Dear Adele: I do not see how Mrs. Reyneau cnn feel 
that we have been discourteous or in­

attentive. I think she is simply distressea that we are 
not doing what she wants . ~e havo corresponded directly 
with her, and I have talked by telephone with Miss Brady 
of the Harmon Foundation ana others who were interested 
in her exhibit or her portraits. I have just talked again 
by telephone with Mrs. Reyneau. 

The f'aots of the matter are th.at the 
Mayor's Committee here has decided to stick closely to 
r eforms in basic aspects of our life: housing, employwent, 
police, etc. ~e have declined to become involved in dozens 
of projects which seeu to us interesting in themselves, bu.t 
superficial compared to the basic jobs that we are trying 
to do ar.d that we can get clone only if we concentrate our 
total f'unus and attention upon theo. 

I hope you agree with our general a-r,titude. 
At any rate, our records show an ruaount o.f attention and 
courtesy to Mrs. Reyneau anc her associates thnt ~hould i:ore 
than sati~fy the proprieties. 

EREdBI 

Mrs. David M. Levy . J 
300 Pa rk Avenue 
New York 22, New York 

Very truly youro, 

Eowm R. EMBREE 

, ·. 
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:Y.lft5. DAVID M.. LJi:: ry 

300 PARK .,\,.Vl!l:SUE -~ .YORK 4'12,N.Y. 

o?. ~ ~P,_/._ ?> 

·--

Fe brue. ry 23 , 1945. 

Uy dear Mr. Embree: 

Mrs . Levy is in New Or leans 

for a week, but I wanted to acknowledge your 

letter of' February 20th r egarding Mr s. Reyneau. 

I know Mrs. Levy will understand the situation -

and she only wrote you because Mr s . Reyneau was 

so ter ribly insistent. 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosem1ald Fund , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago 15, Illinois. 

Sincerely yours , 

Secretary. 



larch 26, 1945 

Dear Adele: l remind you that you, Leonard Rieser , and 
Char les Houston are members of the Nominating 

Co1J11111t~ee of the Julius Rosenwal d Fund, and uiat the Mominati ng 
Committ9e usually makea a prel .iminary r eport at the spring 
meeting so that the proposed nominat i ons may bo talked over 
1n advance of final action at the autwnn meeting. For the 
convenience of the Coaitt ee, I am suggeating that it hol d a 
meeting i n connection wi th the meeting of the Board eomotiJ!le 
during Sat urday, April 21, so that it ~ecy present its 
reoo1DE1endati ons before t he conolu~ion of the Board meeting on 
Sunday, April 22. The pr esent Jt1a1Dbers of the Board ar e listed 
on the attached sheet. You will notice that, at t he for th­
coming meet ine, the t em s of t he following personci expire: 
Messrs . Lessing J . Rosenwald, Ed.win R. Embree, Richard Frank, 
Mark Ethridge. And you will note f'uTt ber that Messrs. Ethridge 
and Frank are ineligible for re-election. Normally , t he 
Nolllinating Comittee woul d be sear ~bing f or new persons to 
till t hese vacancies. However, in view of the fact that t he 
Fund will likely terminate i ts work within a rela t ively f ew 
years, the suggesti on has been made that i t may be best to 
fill tho prospect ive vacancies by persons who have had l ong 
experience on the Board, but who happen not t o be Trustees 
a t thi s t i me. 

ERE:MM 
Eno. 

Mrs., Adele R.,~Le~'---~ll'J!ll!iine~~ 
JOO a r"k Avenu 
New York City, Hew York 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FOND 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

*Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald, Chairoan 

itMr. Edwi n R. :Embree 

-IHE-Jlr. Mark Ethridge 

Mr. Marshall Field 

-tHt)(r. A. Richard Frank 

Mr. O. Max Gardner 

Mr. Charles H. Houston 

Dr. Charles S. J ohnson 

Mrs . Adele R. Levy 

Mr. Leonard M. Rieser 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 

Bishop Bernard J. Sheil 

llr. F.dgar B. Stern 

*Members whose terms expire at forthcoming spring meeting 
-IM<-Members whose terms expire and who are ineligible for re-election 
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~y dear Edvri n: 

I am ~r-ry 
Rosel)'l'ald Fund meetingo 
extre~ly interesting . 
aetious taken. 

April 30, 1945. 

I wa.s unnble to be present e.t too 
I hes~ from Edgar Stern that it was 

J hope to Bet a report on the various 

I flill writing you a 't the mo::nent on two counts - ­
first, regarding Hale Woodru!'f, an artist who has been for the 
past two yea~s one of the Rosenwftld Fellows . I understand that 
New York University wants to talce him on the faculty , but has 
no 100ney in this year's bu:iget for his salary. I met Ur o 

Voocruff at his show on Saturd!\y, end feel that the Roserr,vald 
F\Dld should be congratulaterl, not only on the results of Mr . 
,,oodruff's tv,o yeRrs o±' work (I think he has a fine ttJ.lent) . 
but also on t,tie calibre of the man himself. ! \lllderstftlld you 
ho.vi, heRrd from el ther the Dean tJ r the Pri,sident of New York 
Uni versj ty and from Mr. Woodruff, but I wanted to add this 
uord of recommendation on my own. Will you let me lrnCTN whe.t 
hr.pp ens? 

Secondly, can you get me information regerdi:ig 
an institution called the Chicago Medical School? I promised 
a men here in New York that I VJould get the 11dope11 for him, 

My cordial personal greetings . 
meet beforf'J the next Rosc?TNald Fu.-ic meeting . 
i7hen you are iu New York. 

Perhaps we will 
Let T'!e know 

Cor d.i ,_..,lly, 

Mr. Ed«in R. Embree, 
Julius Roseniald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue , 
Chic Rr-o, Illinois. 

~7 



May 2, 1945 

Vear Adele: We missed you at the meeting . 
I n spite of several absences, 

it was an unusually exciting set of sessions. 

I em glad you have met 
Hale Woodruff. He is certainly one of our prize 
finds . While the custom of Negro appointments i s 
now becoming so general that we do not noed to 
•buy" them into universities, I a.m confident we 
can work out some arrangement with Hew York 
University whereby, ~1th a l ittle pump priming 
from us, they may be enabled to appoint this 
fine artist to their staff. 

Mrs •• Adel ~xx 
JOO Park Avenue 
New York, New York 

Very truly yours , 



May 10, 1945 

Dee.r Adele: I di d r.ot cover your query about 
the Chica6o Medical School in 

my lett, r of the second , as I wus waiting to check 
my information. 

·fhe informutior, t ha.t I huve is 
t hat it i s not 6.n accredited medical school 
and therefore is not r ecognized by the American 
Medical Association. A gradus.te of this school 
would have very severe limitations on where h~ 
could go or practice after he gets his degree. A 
number of s t a tes will not permit such a gradua te 
to take a s t ~t e bour d examination for a license, 
though t he Sta te Boar d in Illinois does permit it 
in view of the school's loca tion. '!his school 
gives a fair medical education but is a decidedly 
third-r1:..te school and in the ma.in is used by those 
who cannot get into a medical school anywhere else. 

ERE*SO 

Mrs{ De1. vid M; .Lev;z: 
300 Ptirk Avenue 
New York City 

cV:Z~ 

Very truly yours , 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 



May 17, 1945 

Dear Hrs. Levy: l u sorry 'tO wri te you that Ml.s1 Penelope 
Johnson was not granted an award by the 

CollJaittee on Feilowahi ps this year . 

I thinlt that Misa Johnson has undoubted 
ta.Lent, but unfortunately we had a very strong list of candi dates 
in music this yea:r among whom were several who seemed to have 
greater achi evnent than Ltiss J ohnson. I t ie generally agreed 
that aha will need about three years t or further study to pre­
pare her tor concert work. We prefer that our Fellows be more 
nt1arly Hfinishad" since it 1a only in very r are ca1:te11 that we 
can renew grants. 

The Fellows appointed in music t.hi• year 
are Dean D1.Xon, the talented youns ooapoeer; Kenneth Spencer, 
the well-known aingerJ • nd Robert Harris, a pianist with a 
aplendi d record. I a111 enclosing a copy or our total list of 
awards for thie year tor your information. 

VU:RR 
encl. 

llr1 . David 'I,,_evy 
)00 Park Aveimf"" 
New York 22, New York 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director tor Fellowehipe 



August 2, l 945 

Dear Adele: The other day our Executive Committee was 
considering an appeal from the American 

Veterans Coamittee which, as you may know, is a new veteran's 
organiaation which stresses interracial cooperation and general 
American progress as well as apecific rights for the veteran3. 
Mr. Marshall Field made the point that it seemed to him unwise 
for foundations to select any one of tho veteran' s organizations 
fo~ special support. He thought this mi&ht do t he organization 
more bana than good. Vlith this in mind, he reported that the 
Marshall Field Foundation had declined to make ~n appropriation 
and that instead he had contributed froa his own personal funds . 
This consideration seemed to 8pply equally to the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund. 

Naturally, I run not turning to you in lieu o! 
the Fund but I do want to put on record that this particular 
organisation has a remarkably fine attitude in all of the things 
in which the Fund is interested. It it could adequately finance 
itself, it might becOlle the strong G. I. organization, arr "1th 
influence very ui.fferent from the reactions of the old Legion. 
You might want~ have -all- this in ad.ud if you are considering 
personal gifte to any of the veteran's orgat1izntions. 

ERE:Ull 

Mrs. kdele ~'.::.•::.yy_.., __ 
300 P,.rk Avenue 
N~w York City, New York 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN R. EMB!tEF. 
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My dear Edwin: 

Octoher 8, 1945. 

Mrs. Roosevelt forvrarded the enclosed 
note to me regBrding Gladys Childress. The fact 
th11t she is again seeking f.'unds raises a question in 
my mind as to whether or not the Rosenwald Fund under-
takes the complete education of its fellows . Would 
you answer this question, and also give me any pertinent 
information as regri.rds Miss Childress? I am always 
interested in helping young people, but as this reads 
it seems an incomplete job and I run wondering why. 

I am deep in the American Veterans Com­
mittee; have contributed $2 , 000 and am working now 
tol'lards a mass meeting which I think should be held 
regarding the housing shortage here in New York. If 
such a program were inaugurated here, it could be copied 
all over the country. It seems to me to be a priority 
"must" and something that apparently no other veterans• 
organization has undertaken. 

With cordial personal greetings, and 
thanks in a.dVFtnce for any information you mays end me. 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosen,vald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Yours sincerely, 
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SPERRYGYRO 

September 26, 1945 

Hrs. ~ranklin D. Roosevelt 
Fyde Park 
New York 

Dear Hrs . 'l'loosevelt : 

In June our Sperry Synphony Orchestra, of workers in this Company, gave a 
concert in Carnegie Hall which raised $9, 600 for the United Negro College 
Fund. 

I ar:1 writinE; t~s to tsk your interest in helping our soloist for that 
occasion, '(iss~Glady~~i]d~, 23 year- old Negro pianist . She is a 
Phi ieta Ka ::>pa r;radua te of Colorado Colleee , with a Laster Is Degree in 
Musi~ ~rom the Universlty of Southern California and all her credits 
toward a Ph. D. She needs one nore year of technical training on the 
piano be ·are she can be ready for a formal debut . 

Since she has already received about all the scholarships available in 
the r.:.eld (the Rosem,ald Fellowsi1ip last year), she needs financial help 
for a year, or perhaps only a fev1 months . Miss Jacqueline Cochran is 
interested in using her on a radio proGram starting in January but is 
now away in Europe and has not yet met t~iss Childress . 

Of course I know that r.iany people think of you with problems of this 
sort and I hope you will forgive another plea , but you do have so many 
contacts ,tith the sort of people who could help Miss Childress that I 
thought I should ask for a suggestion. The chief difficulty is that she 
does not have the money to pay for her lessons and her present teacher 
is young and has his 01-m career as an artist to build up. A teacher who 
would be interested in taking a girl who shows so much promise for the 
satisfaction, rather than the money, would solve her most important 
problem. 

?'fas Childress shows every pror:d.se of be ·.n1:; the first Negro instrunentalist 
in the concert field and is a person I imagine many people would welcome 
the opportunity to help complete her traininr; . I just don 1t knov, who they 
are , and :'..rour suggestions would be most cratefully received by both of us . 



~I, ~ 

October 18, 1945 

Defir Adele: I have held your l etter of October 8 
until I could look up tborough4 the 

ca.se of lilss Gledys Childress, a former Fellow of the 
Fund. 

lly answer to 1o~r specific qu~ati0n ia, 
11 1'he fi'und doe3 not Wldart&.ke the co■pleta educ~ition or 
i ts tellows. We try to give t hea strot eeic help during 
~ i.m_port~t, z>h~e of tl.eir devel o;aent. ffe thiuk of 
our fellowship~ &.s apeclal a.id rather than as underte.lr.:­
ing e.ny obli,:,;.;.tio~~ fol' compl ete educati on. 

You will .1.•d tss bar tht<. -c. ,1e did just thia 
kind of strategic thing at sp~ci~l periods in the careers 
of oucn people a :3 .ala.ri,in Ande-raon, Percy Julian, Lillian 
Smith, e tc. etc. 

In the aµecif ic case of Miss Childrese, 
it had been expectdd tlut Su~ would ent~r the Julliard 
School of Music on t he basis or her fellowship. It was 
a d.isappoi.llwent to us .,;h,-1t she was not a cce9ted, partly 
bacau~e of l ack of adequa~a technical training. The 
yea..·' • gr~r.t gave ht:1r a.n opportunity to work nard on 
11).l"c.her technical t>repttration. Her original chief sponsor, 
iUllirua Grant Still, is now far from enthusiastic about 
her. Other letters of r eference are encouraging, ' but 
not of the coapelling sort th~t seeged t o justify a 
roneNal of the award. I think anyone who is personaU.,. 
lntere~ted would probably be making a good i~Testment in 
further train1n6 ror l i ss Childress . However, we see 
no evidence tba t she is likely to be a wor ld-shald.ng 
ar.tist. 



Mrs. David If. Levy -2- October 18, 1945 

We are counting on seein6 you at t he 
Board meeting 11nd dinner on NoTeaber 16. RooaeYelt 
College continues to play a conspicuous part in behalf 
of educe.tion and democracy in the Chicago area. It 
1s typical of Mrt. . Roosevelt t ha t. she ia joining 
so heartily and generousl y in the wor~ of t he college. 

ERE:SO 

~ 6. DaTid Jf, LeVTJ 
300 Park Av3nue 
Ne1' York City 

Ver<J truly yours , 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 



November 7, 1945 

Des.r Mrs. Levy: liteeting11 of the Mel!lbers anrl l'rustees 
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund are 

called for 10:00 o' clock, Friday, November 16 , 1945, at 
the offices of the Fund, 4901 Zllia Aveoae, Chi cago. 

It th~ maetina of the :Jem~r J , the~€ 
will "oe C.)n.,;lda:eed chan~es in the By-Laris whicn rlll in­
crease the nu.T,ber of Y9mber.-; fron thi•·teen to f~!lrteen, 
delote foe .oec~o;i wh."a h lillita tJ~~ t.erm of membership to 
t~o consecutive terms or six year~, an~ increase the period 
of notice required f Oi' !!ember s • mee tln;;~ from throe t J five 
days to comply with the Illinois law. rnase amendments 
ar~ ex.plained in greater det ai l 1n the attached. uocket;. 

Mrs. David 11 ,~?!l, n 
,300 Park Avenue, t l.A 
Nev Xork 22, New York 

Ver y truly yours , 

DOROTHY A. ELV::---
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