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SOUT. RN RU L SCHOOLS :AND 'l' .IR PROBLR S 

Sy 

John E. Browto11 
Geor&e Pea ~ody College for Teachers 

Educat: on in the U..11i tod states tar _;oly 
a Rural Eo.terpriae 

Education in the United States is largely a r ural enterpr ise. Ia the 

rural areas of the Onitod States - open country, villages, and towns with 

lesa thnn 2, 500 ~opulation - 461, )53 publ ic aohool teachers are dirocting 

the lear.ninz of 13, 024, 021 publL scl_ool pupils in 213, 484 publio rui-e.l 

l schooJ a. Trc.nslating these fir;uru into percentages, e i'ind t hA.t of the 

naticn •a 869, 316 public sohool teeo,Ars , 55. 2 per cent are rural tenchero; 

that of the nat ion ' s more than 26 million public school pupils , 40. 3 per 

cent arc ruro.l ?>upils; t.-:id that of U,e total m1m.ber of public schools in 

2 tho nation, 88.4 par cen.t are ru.ral schools. Ninety p r cent or the 

nati.:in•s elementar y schools &nd 78 per cent of the natio •s hi·h schcnls 

are r11ral . 3 Despite the urbaaiiation and industr lalizatio l of .Ar.:"'rica, 

r ural education, e le:ontary lUld secondary, is still a tnajor responsib.ility 

of the A~erican systeo or schools. 

Education in the Southern states "Pree·1:L'lently 
a Raral ~.:nt r priso 

ffll ile educntion in tho United States is lar ;el y n rural enter priae , 

in the So11t!.ur iet;ion education ia pree iue:itly a r ural er.ter rise. In 

the rural areQs of the Southern statos, 4 182 , 518 publ ic school te c ..ers arc 

1. Cook, tatl4'rlne ·., eview of v.>ndJtio.:1s a,1t,;. A3Velopr ... ts • rd..100.tion 
an.a Ot ner ~parselJ Settled Areas, ,ulleti.,., , .:.. 37, ~o . 2 (A. "8.:->ce rages) 
01'1:\ce o~ t:ducat'oa, asbingt,,!l, U • v•, P• 4 . 

2. Ibid. J 
3 . toi'6 , J. H• and f.rwmer , ""dnund do . , A Study of Rul'a}.'. 'Society, Hou }?ton 

~ffljn Coepany, ew .,ork, 1935, P• 395. i 1 , 
, • .Includea the f'ollow1n 1 i tee, s tatee of t ~u r.etu. ~d Soutmvost tu 

classified by Odum : Alabar.:a., Ar zona, Ar ansaa, lorJ:J$.;~ lieor~ie. , J.ou­
tucky, Louisiana, iss.i.ssi p1, Now •exico, Horth Caroi~a, Oklnho , 
Soutl. Carol i.no., Tc ossc,e , Toxas , and Vir1·bria . 



directinr the loaming o:f.' 6 , 220, 093 p•1blio aellool pupils in 67, 859 public 

rural schoolth 5 Tra.11sle.ting t hese ficur e Jnto perc~ntages , we find that 

of the South's 248 ,234 public school toachors, 73.5 per cent are rural 

tench rs; thnt of· t he South ' s ':!Oro t he.u eight and a half million pub lie 

school pupUs , 71 . 8 par cent are rural pupils ; ~cl that of t he total nUl'!lber 

of public sohuols in the 3outh, 91 . 6 per cont are rural sch.oola. 6 The 

roa~niturie and significance of the ru~al education enterpr ise in the Soutt 

has never beo.n £·.illy approoiated. Soniethl:.ng or t ho r..ag:iitude of rural edu• 

cation in the region mey be reallied by a conaidrratlon of tho followins 

stateoent. Ai,pro.x.:.r-:atoly three out of" ever y four teachers ei:iployed i n the 

S~u'thcrn r, tntes are t eachinr; .:r4 rural &.rco.s J approxir:ately tLrce out of ever✓ 

four children onrollod in Southern schools o.ro enrolled in rural schools; 

o.nd nine out of every t8:i SouthGr.n schools a.re rurt\l schools . Educatfou in 

the South ill p redominantly rural. The rrione.l proble~s oi' e.runlnistration, 

s upervis i on, and teacher trainin~ are , ther efore, lar&ely rural proble ,. 

Rural Seh~ols Are Sioo.11 Schools 

Before con3idor in& tho needs and proble~s of rural schools, ono charac­

teristic of rural acho:>ls should be coni,idered because of its bearir,e; upon 

tho neede and proble~s of t h~ae schools. Rural schools aro •~all s :hools. 

In api te of tho t.eralded success or tho eonaolidat:ton ioovem.ent durin~ tho 

past qu rt,,r ... eonttu-y, t he typical At".erica.i. rural school is etill a s.:r.all 

school . 

Accordi:nt to the lntest available i'i ·urea, 7 there f're 213, 484 :o.iblio 

5. '"-.t&t'stlcs o.i.' ;t te chool S;·ste s, l ... ti- 3.C., 'l:u leti ! , 1:1:-5., ·, . 2 
{Adv&.nco . 'a ·ea J Q .., 1·1.ce or i.ifocnt • on, ·aehic~ton, l)• c . ' 

6 . lb1 ... 
7 . Cooi'. Y.athor ino •, Op . ~•, P• 4. 



rural schools in the United States. or thaae, 138, 542 or 64. 9 per cent o.ro 

ono-roon schools1 24.411 or 11.4 par cent a.re two- rooa schools; e.nd 50, 451 

or 23. 7 per cent are schools w.i.th t hree or more rooms . In other words , 

162, 953 or 76.3 per cent of all the rural public schools are one- or two­

room schools. 011ly 17, 246 or 8. 1 por cent of all tl,e public rural school, 

in tho United S";atea ore consolidated schools. The typical ru1·e.l 6Chooh h , 

therofore, a small aohool . 

Enrollme-nt fl.gures8 furtt.er eo.phashe the predoninance o!' si:nG.ll rural 

schooh. Ti1e rural elementary school onrollne-at in 1934 was distributed 

accordi~ to size of school as follows: .Enrolled in one- teacher sohoola , 

29.G per cont; in t,-wo- toa.ch9r school~, 13. 2 per cent ; in schools with tt..ree 

or eiore tcac .. .-,rs, 57.2 por cent. Of all the eleoeutar y children enrolled 

in rural schools . 42. 8 por ceut are attending oae- or two- toaohor schools. 

In actual number there are 4., 635, 147 clementar• aol.ool children enrollod 

in o'"le- &'1.d two- teacher schools. 

i'lU'ni!!g to a consideration of size of rural aohoola in the Southern 

states, wo find that 1n :;pite of the faot that over hnlf tlle oonsolidatod 

schools or the nat.:.on are in tl.e Southorn re,;ion., the typical Southern rural 

school ls still small . 

Aceord1ng to the latoat available f.:.gures . 9 ttere are 17, 248 co:caoli­

eated sohools in the United States . Tl.ese consolidated 1choola are dis­

tributed regionally aa fol lower Southeast, 6,682; Southwest, 2~2981 

ortheast, 2, 94.lJ iddle States, 3 .. 226; .'ortim·est, l,3(9; and Far rost , 

762. Tho percentages of all building• ttat are oonsolieatod by reilous 

are: Southeast, 12. 2; South1est, 11. ~; •ortheast, 6.i ; ldald Str.tes , 4i. 4; 

6 . Cook, }'a.tr. rine , • , -.>P• cit..• )? • 4. 
9. St.atiatioa of State cho'or.:ivaterr:s, 1933- M~ p . 70. 



northwest. 3. 6 ; and Far West. 5. 3. Toxaa. n. Southwestern state, i th 

1 , 540 coneolidatod sc~ools, learl s the atat@s of the nation in number of 

conGoli ated schools; 1z.."ld lle11 l'.oxico, o. Southwestern ato.te, 8.!ld north 

Carollna, a Southeastern state, lead in peroen.tage of all sohools within 

the respective ste.tea thn.t are oonaolidatod. 'l\:rantJ• t o aud t'ottr teatha 

por cent of tho schoole .i:1 Hew ~1:txico are consolidated 1:1.nd 19.,3 per cent 

4. 

of tho schools in north Carol~r.a are conaolidatod. The e , 980 oonsolilatocl. 

schools in the fifteen stutee of the Southeast and Sout,.weat repre&e.nt over 

one- hnlf the consolioated schools ot t~e nation. Obviously, consolidation 

has been tr.-Oat widoJ.y effected in the two Souther!'! roi;iona or t hB nation. 

In spi to of rapid progress in oouaolidation or io}.ools in the rural 

South. the typical r ural eohool in the rogion is still et.all . In a reoe:\c 

study10 of local school ~nits in Tennessco th~ ollowing atatemont ia 

cado: "On the basis of present day oducational thought# so.tisfactory cur­

ricula caf;not be dovcloped and offered in 1choola ha~ing le- s than six 

teachers. " 1r ono gr a•ta this aasur.:iption. adlrittedly a rather broc.d one, 

he tinds that only 8. 2 por oent or al l tho eler:ento.ry schools or rennosaeo 

can offer satisfactory curri~ula; Keatuoky can ~evelo, and offor aat~s­

factor:,• cirricula in only 3. 2 per cent of its elementary schools. Arkansas 

in only ll.G; South Carol ina in only 19. 6; Al~barna in 20. 4; Ge:>r r;!o in 

33. t ; Louisiana ln 39 .1; and 'orth Carolina in 39. 8. 11 In Arkansne . 45. 7 

por cent of' all the wlilte children and 77. 0 pt'r oent of ell tba He~r o 

children attending school are goin.; to school lHn·e t her·e are lou tlie.n 

eix toachcrs. In Tonnoaaee, 12 58. 9 por cent of all ohi l {ron ("egro tllld 

Uh A stud;- of Local School 'Jni ts in '.:.'eunoaaeo (No.s11vil lo., I'em1easoo, 
State ~partient or hduoation. l !->3?). P• 10.J. 

11. A St:.i~ of Looel School 'Units in Ar'!.a us (Little Roel:., ArY.ansas ., 
State :Depe.rt,,nG"lt oi· T~duoatlon ., 1937), P• 25. 

12. A Study or I..ooal School Unitg in T~n•eeaoo , Ibi •• 
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,7hite) Clre attendin.a schools where there rire leas than six tench rs. In 

Y.cntuclcy, 13 seventy- two out of every one hundred ole?:)9nto.ry school chil­

dren in the oounty aohool dietriots attend one• or two- to char oohool s . 

Ovor ono- half or tl.e element ry children attend one- teacher schools. 

An attempt has been n;o.de to locate by oountioa all the one- tencher 

schools in tle U ited Statos. Co paratively the Southora atatea have femir 

ono- roorn schools. There is not a Southorn state among the ten etntoa of 

the no.tion havinf; the createat nunb!lr or ono- to ohcr schools. Eeiion lly 

the poroent9.EO o!' all buildin"'• that ore one- root:1 la as follows s tlortt,weet, 

76. 16 por ce~t ; iddle States, 68. 35 ; orthoast, 51. 56; oouthe st, 50. 20; 

Southwoat, 32 .03; Md ~er est, 27. 68. Fifty- seven per cent of all ac~ool 

buildlnja in the Unitod states nre one- room. 

Table I shows oo po.rutive nuzr.bers and percentages of ono- teaohwr 

tichools for wAitea a:id for Uegrooa in the Southenstero. atatea in 1936- 1937. 

Tr.are are 26. llO one- tco.ohcr schools in the region, 13, 126 for white children 

Q?ld 12,986 tor liecro children. Florida with 718 hes tho malleat nu ber and 

Rentuolcy with 6, 226 las the largest number. 

So far, I have tried to eho that education in tt.e United States in 

spito of our national trend towurd urba.niiation and induntrialization ia 

lar~•ly a rural ont&r prise; tho.t education in the SouthcrA ~tatea, a pre-

e inently rural roiion, ia preeroinently a rural ent rprlee J th!l.t the bulk 

or the nation ' • schools ar6 not only rural school, but aa:a.11 rural achoolaJ 

ond that, notwithstanding the fciot that the South has led the nation in 

oonsolidation of achoole, thie ro~iou ,till confonus to the eenoral pattern 

of &?!19.ll rural echoole sot by tho nation. 

rural educational opportunitioa. 

o turn to a oonsidoration or 

13. A Study of LOcal 
state cepar t ent 

U1ite in hwtuc~:y, {entucky, 
Juoation, 19~1) , P• ~l 



TABLE I 

COJ\.;PARATIVE NUr,:BERS AND PERCEN'l1AGl{:S OP 
ONE- TEACHER SCHOOLS FOR WHITES AND FOR NEGROES 

IU THE SOUTHEASIJ:'EHN STATES, 1936 - 1937 

6 . 

State 
Number One ­
Teucher Schools 

Percent One - Percent Po~ula -
Teacher Schools tion , 1930"'~ 

Total ,~n:d. te Negro W11i te Negro Whi t e Ne gr£_ 

Southeast 2G , 110 13,125 12,985 50. 3 49 . 7 

Virginia 2 ,399 1,317 1 , 082 54. 9 45 . l 

North Carolina 1 ,351 435 91G 32. 2 67 . 8 

South Carolina 1 , 505 293 1,212 19 . 5 80 . 5 

Georgia 2,972 534 2,438 18 . 0 82 . 0 

Florida 718 236 482 32. 9 67 .1 

Kentucky 5 , 225 11, 880 345 93 . ~ 6 . 6 

Tennessee 2 , 799 2,108 691 '?'5 . 3 24 . 7 

Alabama 2 , 459 888 1, 571 36.l 63 . 9 

Mississippi 2,722 286 2,436 10.5 89 . 5 

Arkansas 2,732 1,907 825 69 . 8 30. 2 

Louisiana 1,228 241 987 19 . 6 80 . 1 

GfJ . 4 

'i 3 . l 

70.4 

54 . 2 

63 . 2 

70. 5 

91 . 3 

81.7 

64 . 3 

49 . 6 

74 . 1 

62 . 7 

30. 6 

26 . 8 

29 . 0 

15. 6 

3G . 8 

2'J . 4 

8 .6 

50. 2 

36 . 9 

* These percentages do no~ in all cases total 100% because other 
races are included in the total population . 



1. 

Rural Schoola 0.1'.!'er Limited Eduotltfonal Opport.::,.ities 

Rural schoola are offering rural children oore limited educ tlonal op­

portunities than urbe.n schools aro offering urban children. In rural 

schools, attendance ia poorer, progress of pupil:J is :i:ior o retardac, le.:1i;th 

or term ia shorter. terohera with less training are c~ployod at lower 

salaries, tenure of teeohcrj is a rter, percenta5e or teachers residing 

in coc~ur.i\.ios where they teach is snialler , and ourrlculU;.;l offering• are 

ro limited tha..~ in urban schools. Since recent studios of lo~al school 

·.mi~a in certain Southern states reveal that , at present, siie of •~hool 

conditions significantly the educot1onal opportctnitiea ottered chilcren 

in the various states of the rebion, educat onal opportunities are oven 

ore limited by the treat number of smll achools in the area. 

Providing Uore Adequate duoational Oppor tunities 

Uore adequ&to etucat1onal opportunitiet ror rural chil dren may bo 

proviooa 1n two wa:;a : First, through oonsolid&tion and the improvement or 

consolidated achoolG J and aocond, throuch 1 proTillG s~ll 1·ural schools. 

Sicnificant probr eae in i~proving eduontional opport unities in rural arean 

will not be a:e.de until two funda.'!lental fa.ots are reoognhed: First, that 

coneolidation in and or itself doe, not insure an etfeotiv• and ~dequate 

educational progr am; ced sooond, that an eftectiv~ and adequate educational 

procram can bo provided in tho srall rural school. The sooner ~e become 

conscious ot these fe.cts and their implicntiona and recognize that the 

small rural school ~an and abould atill play an important rol e in Am.Qrican 

rural life and that the consolidated 1chool cau and should play e. ~oro 

importnnt role then it is now playinz , and begin an ad~iuiatr atiTe, a pr-

vi sory, and instruotional proiram in these achoo la 'ase i. the needs of' 

.LJ 



rural poopl9 and a rural society, the sooner will these schools beco~o 

forces for t ho improvement of rural lifo in Amorica. 

A.,narioa ' s pa~s~on for bigness and the adl!iniatrative panacoa of con­

solidc.tion have served to obscure &Olm'}What the great unsolved problem 1n 

American education today--tho problem or tho slilall- rural achool. The 

o. 

atr.all rural school ba~ been looked upon too loztg e.a a square pe.; in a round 

hole--a ~~•fit in th~ ad~1n1atrative and supervisory p~ttern in vo~ue. 

Adl'linistratore end supervisors aocuato~od to thinkjng in terms of graded 

schools have had neither the insir,ht nor the inclination to attack serious• 

ly the problerns of tho rural toaohor. Likewho. normal schools. o.mbitious 

for their t raduates to cet the most lucrative position&, have provided rm 

educational program designed to fit their studeate for graded school posi­

tions in town, oity, or consolidated schools. 

E'ducatio!lal loe.dora , like Americans generally, have suffer ed and are 

suffering still from the celuoion that bitne8s ~s £Oodness , that merely 

because a thing is bi_;; it poaaeues desireble qualities. Tho chain store 

is better than the arall corner groceryJ the consolidated school ia better 

than tho &mall rural school. O.ft-e.i they are, but they nre not better r:erely 

becaaso of size ns wo too often auumo. Likewise, there is nothint; , as we 

ha.ve too often thou~ht, inh~rently bad in 1n:All~o1a. 

Attributins the existin~ defioieuoies found in anall rural sohoole to 

their •~.allness, has resulted in the establishment of two prevalent fal­

lacies in educational thinkings First., thnt tl.e only real solution to 

the small rural school problem ls conaolidatio"J e.1d sooond., that smll 

rural schools cannot be :e.ade ver.7 effective or adequate. '!h..ls. paradoxi• 

oally onou:h , th~ small rural aohool 1& eau•ht betwoe~ llyanna-lik 



s. 

opcici:rn o:i tlle ona hnnd nnd posaimisti~ defea.tism on the other. Ccnsoli­

de.t;i.on advocates, sceiug in consolidation a cure....all for the evllo attor.di."l& 

s1LS.ll Gl.lhool:3, havo pil:tu1·ed in the not too- :1.i.stant future QO educat:onnl 

Utopia where all rural schools wil 1 l e oonsoliee.ted sch ,oh, whore tt.o 

little red sohooU.ousoa with all their proble~a will be no ir.ore • 

.llo8ding these prono;zcements, ac!m3.nistrntors h.o.ve te·nded to ne ,1eot, 

even i t nore , small schools and thoir probl errs . These nez lecta by admiaia-

tr core a.ro a natural result of opt1m.istic thinking on tho one hand•- sa~cay 

I will conaolidate all u~ schools and sm.o.11 school probleos will be no c:ore 

--and dofeatist thinking on the other himd--t hore ' • nothin~ 1 can do to 1~­

prove soall rural schools but oousolidnte tho1. und until I can consolidate 

t!·en I'll lot then 1trL1S&le witt. their problcl!)JI as beat they r:ay . The blind­

ness or such optlmiBI!) is tvro- fold. First, it ii doubtful that ther e will 

ever co~e a tir..e when all rural schools will be oonaolidated schools, and 

if all were to he oomo consolidated ichoola t&lt vhoy would be large enou1h 

to £it into t he craded aysten. B folb a~d Br1 inner in their recent study of' 

rural aooial tr~nda not only predict the peraiGtenoo or srall rural schoola, 

but boliove tl1eir persistence inevitc.blo. Tl,ey say: "It is eati o.ted that 

becauae of low population density and topography it will be i.uposs1ble to 

eiapense with between 75,000 and 100,000 or one- room a~d two-room schools a, 

lon as people live in the arees these schools rill serve. • Second., .if it 

wore possible to real i~e this Utopia!' droa.n or the oonsoli etion advocates. 

it i8 to e seri ou&l}· qucstio!led whethor or .ot ..L:"llvorsal eonsolidetfon of 

rural schools is dosirable. The i portant points for ua to cons~der ares 

that conso:id&tion is not the only solution to the emall school probleo, nnd 

that a:::oll r11ral schools oo.n be de ei'fecti.vo. 

14. Xolb, J . .... , onil Bruunor, l!:drr..uid C!eS ., 
Ho1..tr;uton iffl in Co •peny, iew York, 193 

SOu1ety., 
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The best proof, of course, tnat an effective prozram can bo pro­

vided in s!tall rural scl,ools ia that such a pro~ram l".us been sucoeufully 

demonstrated in the past. "In the early years of tho twentieth century, 

!rs. l!arie Harvey of the 1 orth ,ast iasouri State Toachera Colloge, 

Ril·ksville, W.uouri, aucoeuf'ully demonstrated v.ho.t are now co unooly 

accepted practices in modern education. not only waas she one oi' the 

pior.eers in the moveJ:lO?lt later to be called "procreesive, " but her demon­

stration was in that ~oat difficult of situationa--the one- room r~ral 

school. Of later date ~ag tho demonstration of the ~uakor Grove school. 

Thia four-year cxperi111ental school under tho supervision of Protoaaor 

F&.?lio • Ou"lll, Columbia University, wus tau=.-;ht by Mias h r oie. Everett, 

now a holpin~ teacher of New Jersey. Tho re ort 0£ thG dooonstretion 

o~titled Four Years lo a Co~ntry 3ohool indicates that modern education 

is possible and hl~hly oesirabl~ in the small school. It is a roooru of 

tatieher o.nd ohil ... re ahar::.iig the ha.p:py, oooperotive expcrionco of liYing 

and lec.rning in tt-.e Quaker Grove school , an achievement which ranks high 

in tho history or educational oxoeriments in the United states . 

"These are oxa.ples of isolated demonstration achools , but there is 

further toatitriony in the moder .n program of rura l aci1ools in certain pro­

·ress ivo states, notably California, ew Jersey, 'ow York, and Ver mont . 

In theso states, under tho ·~telligent londers~ip or progres&ive State 

Depart'!nents or Educe.tion, the introduction 0£ .odern education in s 11 

15 rural schools is reaching etate- wide proportions . " 

S··nll rural schools h&ve never been ; .1. VO"' a chance to develop a real 

educnt:tonal prozrcui:. Mot until our present prueticea r oi;a:-din these 

sohools are reversed will we know how effectivo SJr..o.la e . 

15. ,o1Tord, Ka.to ,. , O-~er iduce.tion in the Stall kurai l ool , r,!1e • o-
zn..illan Company, 'ow Yor.L, 19;,t>, P• 13. ' 



11 . 

GaUL,ni ta:16 
a 1.;gesta r1l.at such a roversal 01' practice i&ht do. lie se.ys, 

"It ciurrent practices of' eduettt .. r.>n ~re or..c.n~ed so that the !'1.."lost, the 

ore experie~ced, t.nd tbe beet trained teachers ware attracted to tho ~ore 

diff'ieul t positions in the emall school and their work facil, tcted with 

adequate oquipmont, instead o.f the op os:te, thero co.,~ be no do 1bt that 

such teachers, with the adva ... tages interent in tr.e rural sel;tint>s of these 

schools and the close t1UPil- t,..a.cher- ooc:::unit)• relationship poasible 1n 

tl em, could uot only fi:.-id adequate solutions for tb, probloms due to 

Sl!'o.llnes~ but co1.1ld aotaally make tt.eae ach '.>ls the r.oat ef'!'octive pa.r t 

of the ontire ayste::i of educatio!l• " 

Before we r,ot very far :n ovr procroas tor 1 provin& educctioual 

opport~ itios in rural areas~~ must nAte a tundrunente.l attack upon the 

curae of r~ral achools bot!. consolicated and uncrcled. I ret'or to rote 

tea.chin~, th~t monotonous ~eani.n , less drill in for alistic &tLldiee so 

ol.aractoriatic ot these schools. A mwnbo- jumbo of rote recita.tion is 

resoundin~ fo rural schools t,roug'hout the Southland. P.owa: upon row3 of 

boys n.nd e;irls arc be1n:s drilled ln a ro 1tine which noi ther te&ca. ,r nor 

pupil prete:id to understand end which they go throu"'h froi:i day to day in 

a sort of fatallatic 'Way. 

17 
Edwin R. &.:breo se.ys: "rlhen t he of'ficera of the Roaenv.e.ld Fwid 

bo~n1 looking into what was toing on inaldo the little schoolhouses they 

:w.d 1.elped build 1n the rural South, they ere ap:pallod. TLe teaching. 

waa routine, i'ormal, a::1d almost co~letoly detached f'rom the life of· cor,­

munitiea and thG intcroata of' the children •• • • At first e thou,..ht this 

c-u:nbo- ~ut.bo of rota recitation 1 •M:; si ply be tho .mark;. of tbo ,erro 

16. 

11. 

·:iu. :-itz, • I ., 4T e l?!lp<>rtance '"If t (e -all Schoo or 
Frobler..s," The Tl ~lta Y.appan, l~ :2v3- ~l ~il, 
~breo, Edt'f n R. , 1

1 ~ ttle od schoolhouse .,. 9 110 • t.a t .c 
onthly, lGO 1636- ,i43, r,ovember, 1937. 



schools, but ~hen we onlar~ed our ex lorat1ona to includo wlita schools 

in the samo eo ~ru.uities we found little to ch ose between the two. " 

A choice and often- repeated exam;>le ot rote teaohini:; is tl,ia one. 

12. 

tt1n a. Nocro aehool a tee.oher holdini:; a health eat.achism read trorri the text, 

' tihy should we wnsh and oo~b oir hair?' And the row of little le~roes 

dronod baok the answer, ' So it will not get stringy e.nd fall down in our 
18 

eye••'" 

Suoh rote teachin&, e.nd there ls much of it, in rural uchoole cjves 

children little oi,ort.mity to think clearly or to net aensibly. ls it 

any wonder that rural ch lc.ro•, "l eave school o.t an early age, not only with• 

out a continued inter est i.~ reading but ithout a satisfactory ability to 

read, not only without au appreciAtion tor r ural life but without any 

19 knowlod~e of ita baslc processes. " School becomes to too F.any r ural chil-

dren a trial to bo endured or a temporary escapo f'ro laljor in the f'ields 

bofore reverting to typo. ll&ny rural schools are £ivin& chil dren atones 

in the i'or m of' rote tea.chin· W'hon the children are cryi.ug for troad in the 

form of life- related exporieuces. Such schools are aervins as preludos to 

peona,e when they ahould be asr-v Tli; as forces for enrichment 01 rural lifo. 

Rural School Ueeda 

The needs of rural schools, ~""rolvi.,.., as they do., the wolf'are of half 

the chi l e ren of the nation tH,d tl.ree- fourths of tho children o' t t.e South., 

c!).8.l lenge the bost in eduoati o~al leadership and eduoatio al atatesma~ship. 

Two funda.-cental nocds or r~ral schools are : First, better to ch:ng 

and better lenrningi nnrl second., better conditions of teo.chi·,r c.nrl l "o.rn.L··l'• • 

18. Embroe , FAwin R•• 01• cit. 
19. Geor.;e r. sanche,: ,"'"'lr."hi'coununity School ~ tho iiRural no ," i n 

The :::r0 r;wd ty School (l,e\'1 York, n. Appleto:1- Century y , 1£t3::3), 
P• in. 

lJ, 



13. 

TLe greatest need of rural schools is, of course, better teaching 

nnd loe.rnin15. ut better toc.ohing and loaming are predicated upon bettor 

teaoh"rs . And the securing of better teachers for rural areas is depe~dent 

upon i?l.proved ooriditions ot teucher service, whioh in ttlrn is dependent 

upon better financing or rural schools, which we a;e told car. only ue ef­

fected throulh the establiahment of larger units or administration, e.nd 

throud1 federal and state aid. 80 it is. Round and round wo e:;o 1n a 

closod circle of difficulties. tho great unsolved proble!n of rural school• 

ia how to break this ring o!' difrioultios and be~in improving the eitu.e.tion. 

There l111ve been advocates or ~rea.kinc; t},e ring of difficulties at akost all 

points. Some say it is all a r..attor of money; first. %!:8.ke e4UAli1ation ino11ey 

a ~ .:lable through atnte a a/or federal a:i.d and all the other problem.a will 

bo solved in sl1ort order. Others ha.ire advocated breakiil& the rint; through 

establishing lnrter administrative units, thereby offectinz a more economical 

adr.inistrative and supervisory unit with 1t0re taxable wealth and consequently 

~ore financial support. There are those who clai~ consolidation of schools 

to bo the r!O®S of brealdn~ the circle of problems. !n fact . every pl.ase 

of the ring of dlftioulties has beon r.,icked out by ao,.,,eone as a point of 

initial attaok'. 

Charles I). Le•i• Who was a farm bo:, in a poor ai;ricultural region , who 

tau:ht in one- toecher rural nchools a number of years , end who has been a 

teacher or rur&l teachers and a student of rural problems since 1901, eaya 

that dur ing thie time the one idea which has boen impressed upon him is 

thnt the key to the solution of the rural situation is held by the teaohors 

of rural elementary o.nd secondary schools. 



Ile discusses the closed r.ing of difficulties in his book, T!,e ~..ird 

20 
Coo:nu.nity and Its fchools . He says, "Rural schools usually have poorer 

tench rs anu 1>0orer teuohing than do city aol:.ools . This condition is due 

lnrgely to insufficient salarios, poor buildings, inadequate teaching equip­

ment. Ineu!'tioient salaries and inadequate teaching equiptumt in turn aro 

the result of a lack of interest and trained leadership on the part of rural 

citizens. The la.ck or co.....,u.n.lt:, interest and lea.dersh.ip is finally , duo to 

poor teachers and poor toaohini;. 11 

11Thia rinG is closed, « he says, ''and tnnre .aeo:'l!s to be but one point at 

which it ce.n be opened : Teaot.ers must l.>e se_.t iuto rur&l schools who$& tench-

:in1t ability is tar above the level ot tl,e saleri s thoy recei;.re in order that 

later on they, or oth9ra. rr.ay obtali tte salarles an~ teachin~ conditions 

21 which they need and d&serve.ff 

Tho intricaciea of the rural education problem are euoh that eny one 

l!leaua of breaking the rl~~ of difficulties will probably prove inadequate. 

A concerted attack at all poLnta ll1AY be a oro strategic ~rocedure. Cer­

tainly much !ll.Ore can be done to prepare teachere to do a better job of taaoh­

inz in rural areas. Teacher-trair~ing institutions have stressed ~ethods and 

procoduros designed to tit raded , tighly orianiied, clth school pro;;ra: a, 

and have too often ne&lected the oon&idor ation of rw-al school problems. In 

t ia connection it is encouraging to find in a. l93S- l939 catalog or a 

teacher- training institutjon tho followin5 statoment: 

"Students who under ccnnd the adva~tasos and disadva ta~os 
of rural life, appreciate tr.e sterling qualities of rural peo­
ple, and thorou:;hly enjoy rl.lral l i fo thecsel vos, may pur1rue a 
aodii'icatl,.).t of the General ~lene11tt.try Curriculu.'1'1 to prepare 
tor r ural toacMng. 'i'Leir .!."\tell ir:;cnce .!'!lust be above tr..o 

Book co., 



modian of t.~e class and they must poasess such qualities of 
loader ehlp cs will enablo the to co- operato in organizing tho 
eommunititca to provide recreation for young and old. to put 
into oi'i'ect health protrama# and l;o stimulate tte social, nd 
intelloctual and religious life of the people. TheGo stu enta 
ere assigned to rural schools for their practice t~aehin~~ 
which are in ehar~e of teachers and a supervisor of practice 
who u."'ldernte.nd and are in sy,:npnthy with rural- life. "22 

I rc£ret to say thls aohool is not in tho great rural '3outheaat or· Southwest. 

Rural Sohools of the South and th" nohabilita.tion 
of a People 

Tho de:ticionoios of the Southern rural sce.,e are rany. In the area ot 

health, tho South exceeds nat,onal averages in .:nfant C10rtality, Wld in death 

ratea from typhoid, influe.n1a, tuberculoeit, ?i.alaria, pella~ra, and child­

birth. The hit;heat resido!lt death rates in tho U ited State& tor t 1.tbor cu­

looia are tou..~d in a. zone involving Kentucky, Tenneasee, and r.orthern Alabama. 

The rer;lon is invariably bolow tho avora.ge of' the nation in rolati vo nunbers 

or phyaioiena and dentiets, or hospitals and hospital beds, and in amou.~te 

spent tor public ~elfare. 

In the area. of far.minf!;, tho Sout.1, a re~1on or r,reat a.~r icultural pr o­

m1 se, is being reduced to a state or econoutic insutticienoy by a cru~bl ing 

cottoa ooonomy ann a precarious tobacco economy wh:ch has pr oduced au ex­

cessive farm tenancy. T!.e region h deficient in f'aro income, in production 

of livestock, in ~eohanicAl farmin5 . and in livin~ techniques. ,ith only 

17 por ce~t of the nation ' s total area. under cultivation. the South has 66 

~,er cont of tho total teno.ney end half of the white tenancy. 

In a rec;lQ..1 whore n:ore tha."l 55 pct: cent of the farms are op r e.tod by 

tenant• whose oarnjnis are distreasin6ly below tho level of decent subsis -

22. Annual Bulletin Hew Jersey sfute Teacher s colle , e , • 1e.:,sbor.>, • ·,1 

Jar••Y• 1~37- 38. 1~38- 39~ P• a2. 
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tenoo, it is not to wonder that h uses, oloth:ir-, diet, and ho .. e r::embersl.ip 

fall short of adequate standuds. ab h roes which fall below oininu.~ ro-

quiroreents or comi'ort, health, decency, and self reapeot; excessive child 

lebor, stabby stcmdards of livinis , inadequnte and unbol&IJced diets; and a 

hi h honic1de rate characteriie the recion. 

In the face of such stark realities aa these and in tho face ·or a 

predociinaat rural economy_. tlle South hns patterMJd its rural ochoola after 

urban practices, neglecting rural lite. Rural schools are dissipating 

their encrJiea amonc a 1-.ierarchy of artificial subjects instead of ~ra.1pllni 

with the stark roalitiea ot' aign1ficance to rural lHe--hee.lth, far ,inr; end 

farm orafta, hoQ&•:miking , rural ~eoroati~n, oooperatjve eoonomica. Lack of 

adult odueo.tion progratns, lacr. of activities deai:ned to extend t~io useful ­

noaa of the school beyond cle.uroor, 111alls# luek of eoordinntion and use of 

all social and welfare a"'eoeiea in the co:munity--all these le.cks are kee!lly 

felt ln rural ool:'Jlluni tiea. School terms ,madjustod to plcnting and harvest• 

ing seasons, schools divorced from thoir cornunltios by consolidation , use 

of textboo'ks and course• of gtudy desicned for graded urban schools, are 

some of the evidor.ces of urban practices being l posed upon rural schools . 

In the rural South is e. lantl and a people k need of re}iabilltati ;)n ; 

in the South is au itlpotont rural school devoted to rote teach~n15 and urbe.n 

pract:oes~ ignorn~n~ rural life and rural noeds . 

Neod for Eduoational Pla.nnint; 

The defioienciea or the Southern rural scene a!ld of t!.e Southern rural 

school demand regional educational planning. It is futile to en\l?!lSrate 

southarn defic1encios unless by so doing , the ~otive interest of tho forces 

of social chango can bo challonsod thoreby. 
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Oeorc;e I• Sanohe,23 says: 'It would be far botter, oth rwlse, to dwell 

upon the rol\lcr side of the picture, the Sollth•e achievem nta , or which 

rAny oould be juotly extolled. That, cold oom!"ort thou~h it be, might make 

the u:;lier fent\lres ea.aier to endure. However, tho ooc:mun:ty school, re­

ceiving inspiration from and foatering the excellences of tna southern scene, 

must look oquarely UFOn the province of its endeavor,. It must come to gripe 

with the stark realities of its field of aotion. 

"The South's failure to cope with ita rr.ajor problems could be explalned 

in a variety of ways. But it could not be exoueed, for there is no exeuse 

for hu.:r.an misery. The lack of f5nanolal reaourooe does not oxcuse social 

and coono.cio stagno.tion . The promise of proposed interstate equalization 

of portions of the tax burde~, of airioultural relief, and of future pros­

perity does not Justify inaction, for there is much tr.at can be doe within 

e:xiatin~ moans. The £or oes of education hQve not realized fully their 

present possibilities . ~hrou~t creative effort in eduentional plannin, much 

could be o.ccomplished. " 

k1 appropr iate antl V"ital queatlon t:> uk here is: Can the rural schools 

produoo or help to effect social cl.a.nget In answorin~ thie question in the 

otfirJ!ltl.tive. Kolb a..'ld runt"lor say that !'it tho schools are to pro.note a 

bettor social order they 11:ill do so ;.n large part throu&h patient spade work 

in thousand• of localities, just ea the .Agricultural Extension Service con­

tributed to the it!!provemont in the product on ccpaoity of American far~ers 

by means of hundreds o!' thou~e.nda of moetince and demonstrations in thou­

aanda ot' fa.rm cor.r.unitfos , supple!:lented by the use or printed matter and 

auxiliary devices. In etort, data exist to prove that on tho oo unity and 

even on the county level the school oan aohievo mir oleL~b etfecti~g social 

23. Sanchez, 'leorge 1., 'T!1e Coc::.w..L-iit~• S\!hoo tn t ;; Har(f:t.''13eene., • in 
Tc.o Commu.~lt, )Chool (Now York, U• ALploton- Century1;k;llli,an1, 1936, 
P• 172-173. ✓ 
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chan"'O ~hen. v .i.sion, 1 a.dership, or social wiedon is nrovidod. n24 T'.aey cite 

thrao onses which ray bo exf.lJ!.lined 1n their book, A Study of Rural Society. 

Implications for 'l'eeeher- rrainin~ lnsti tutiona 

If Southern r ural schools are to cease teachi~g by rote, and cease fol ­

lowin~ urban practices and ignorint tbe atark rGnlitioe of r ural life, and 

become co unity schools of social action, Southern teacher- training inati• 

tutions must become focal points of cr~ativ8 effort ln educational pl anning 

dea:igned to effect the social, physical, cultw·a.1, nn<l Jt,S.terial rohe.bilita­

tfon of the people of the r ural South. The need for such rehabilitation is 

groat. The opportunjty for the teachers ot the Southland to contr ibute to 

the development of a h16h Gouthern rural oivlli!o.tion ie groat, 11but to it:• 

prove that opportu..~1ty will require ~roat wisdom, great tenacity, and groat 

labor. " 

Certain opoc.ific things teucher-trai:iin • institution• of the South oan 

do to lmprovo rural life e.nd r ural education in the South are: 

1. AasUtl/3 responsibility for r ural-aohool euperviaion 
and tho develop:nont of very close cooperation betr.een the 
teaeher 1 a coller;e and state and county school official.a. 

2. Acc•~t the fact that county agents , health officials, 
hon.o demnstration workers , librarians , and siw~l ar a~onts 
are nombera of tho force specifically charged with public 
education. (Oivo these a;enta a part in te~cher educati on and 
set up means whereby the eeveral edu~ational functions .... ,.,'./ be 
,ore closel y coordinated to the mutual benofit of the rublic 
a,:e"\cies and to the e~ .. anoement of their services to the 
rural population. ) 

3. ol d the rural aohool into the fra~em>rk of coomu~ity 
educntion by trainiJle teaohora to teoo~e assistants to the 
other agents or publ ic aervice and thereby ke tho school 
the focus tor the effT:).ts or the coimnunity school. 

24. 'olb, J. H. any ~runner, Edmtmd aes., A tudy or naral ~ociety, 
nou~hton Mifflin Company, New York, 1935, P• 430. 



4. Keep faculty, throu~h !'ield co .. tacta , oogniiant of 
and ii constant toach \\"1th, the raaliti.aa of the job for 
whioh teachers ere being prepared. 

5. Adapt curriculum to actual noe1s of rural teaor.ere 
as revealed by field invcQtigntiona. 

t3. Provide practice teachinz under oondit:ons •hioh 
reflect the proble~• confrontinJ exiatinr, r~ral schools . 

7. Provide apprentice teaohins in "real job" aitu~tio~a. 

a. Conver t the teacher training in,titution from an 
aoadeurl.o institution to a school or social action--a chance 
which implies that the rural aohool wUl grad..2ally reflect 
a si- ilnr convers ion. 

19. 

The immediate key to tho o~~r?enoy in rural education rests in the 

teacher-education institutions. !heirs ls the basic reapondbility for pro­

moting the reorgani zation of the cont8nt and method of community education. 
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RURAL SCHOOL PROGRAM - CJ/ 1-M./ 
ot-- ~ 

THE JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND f le.I/. ~';l 
fa-<- " I! r,:•-c.· r 

l. 19~1 - Trustees began considering Fund's program of education in the 
South. 

2. In 1931, the Board agreed "that emphasis in the southern school pro­
graa should be shifted from buildings to teachers and other aepecte of 
work inside the school." 

FollowLlg proposed& 
a. Education ot teachers. 
b. Development of curriculum materials on Negro life. 
c. Experiments in unified county-wide organization. 

5. November, 1955, Board meeting in le• Orleans. 

4. Simons in Foreman school. 

Priors Favrot and small rural school development. 

5. QUestions growing out of Foreman school experience. 

6. Admission of ineffectual teaching in rural schools. 

7. Need tor information on this. Areas? l'hy? 

.fd 2.+. 

11::i? 

a. Formation of Council on Rural Education (Schrieke and Sanchez studies). 

9. Need for and development of "explorer" group. Results. 

Types and efforts of explorers. 

10. Reasons for working in white and Negro schools. 

11. Course of gradual arrive! at the teacher as the crux of rural school 
problems. Reasons for thiss aize of schools, etc. 

12. Stuo.ies resulting from this periods 

a. Compendium 
b. Various county studies 
o. •Good and Bad" 

ls. For11ative period 0£1 study, dis~ussion, collection of data, interchange 
of ideas through the Council, research, visits to and study of reportedly 
outstanding teacher educating institutions. 

14. Cooperation with GEB end J eanes and Slater Boards in deliberations, 
decisions, and areas o! activity. 
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15. Some problems of southern rural ~choole1 

(Excerpt from Seminar in Regional Probl ems Affecting Education, 
George Peabody College, llr. Brewton} 

I. Education in the United States is Largell a Rural Enterprise. 
1. Despite the urbanization and industr ialization of America, 

rural education, elementary and secondary, is still a major 
responsibility of the American aystem of schools. 

2. 88.4 per cent of t he nation's schools are rural; 55.2 per 
cent of the nation's public school teachers are rural; and 
49.3 per cent of the nation's public school pupils are rural. 

II. Education in the Southern States is Preeminently a Rural Enterprise. 
1. 91.6 per cent of the public schools or the South are ruralJ 

75.5 per cent of the region's public school teachers are 
ruralJ and 71.8 per cent of .the South's public school pupils 
are rural. 

III. Rural Schools are Small Schools. 
l. Of the nation'• rural schools, 64.9 per cent are one-teacher 

achooleJ 11.4 per cent are two-teacher schools; and only 
2~.7 per cent are schools with three or more teachers. 

2. Enrollment figures further emphasize predominance of small 
rural schools. 

5. Although oTer half the consolidated schools of the nation are 
located in the southern states, rural schools in the region 
ai·e predollinan tl7 small. 

IV. Rural Sehools Offer Rural Children Lillli.ted .Educational Opportunities. 
l. Rural schools are offering rural children more 11Jl1.ted educa­

tional opportunities than urban schools are offering urban 
children. 

2. Since si1e of school at present determines very largely the 
educational opportunities offered children in the various 
states of the South, educational opportunities are even more 
limited by the great number of small rural schools in the area. 

v. Providing More Adequate Educational Opportunities in Rural Schools. 
l. Through consolidation 

a. The South has made rapid progress in ooneolidation. 
b. Consolidation in and of itself does not insure an 

•~equate educational program. 
2. Through improving aull rural schools 

a. An adequate educational program can be provided in 
sull rural schools. 

VI. Rural School Needs 
1. Better teaching and learning 

a. Replacing rote teaching and learning with real teaching 
and learning. 

b. Replacing schools that are eerv~ as preludes to peonage 
with schools of social aoti7n. 1 

1
, 

'fftllt' , 



2. Better conditione of teaching and learning 
a. Better teachers 
b. Better conditione of teacher service 
c. Better professional leadership 
d. Better physical facilities 
•• Better financing 

VII. Rural. Scnools o!' the South and the Rehabilitation of a People 
l. The Southern rural scene 

-ZS-

a. The statistical indices of wealth, education, cultural 
achievement, health, law and order, reduced to a per 
capita basis, combine in every instance to give the 
southern l!>tate& the lowest raok1nga 1n the Onion. 

b. In no other large area ot the country ie there so 
great a need for the rehabilitation of a people, 
&ooially and phy6ically, culturally and materially, 
as existis in the South today. 

2. Need for educational planning 
a. Through creative effort in educational planning auch 

can be accomplished to rehabilitat e the rural South. 
Sanchez says1 "The enumeration of southern deficiencies 
ie !'utile., leading only to a fatalistic defeatisa, 
unless the active interest o! the forcee of social 
change is challenged thereby •••• The School, receiv­
ing inspiration from and fostering the excellences of 
the southern scene., muet look aquarely upon the pro­
vince of ite endeavors. It muet coae to grips with the 
etark realities of its field of action." 

:s. Focal points of educational planning 
a. Teacher training institutions in this preeminently rural 

region should be the focal points for any creative effort 
in educ&tional planning designed to effect the ,ocial, 
physical, cultural, and material :rehabilitation of the 
people of the rural South. 

16. Natural sequence from rural teacher to the normal school training her. 

17. Elements 1n the prcgrams of these normal schools. 

18. Comli<>nent elements of rural life. 

19. Problems emanating from these elements. 

20. '!raining - o, nor:al schools - of teachers to cope with these problems. 

Jormelism and conventionalism in normal school curricula. 
Illustrations, baaed on: 

a. Presenoe of liberal arts curricula 
b. Inade~uacy of practice teaching 
c. L4ok of practice teaching in an actual situaaion 
d. Inefficiency of tool subject preparati on 
•• Laok of eduoation e.nd experience in and! r specific activities 

ot rural life. 
t. Lack of cooperation and ooordinatio or ~•rartm,nts 
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21. Selection of amall number of normal schools for cooperation 

Basis of this seleotions 
a. Rural South 
b. White and Negro 
c. Graduates go largely into rural schools 
d. Both a four-year and a two-year institution 

22. Difficulties involved i n getting normal schools to accept responsibility 
tor training teachers for rural school as their particular jobc 

a. Rural teaching undesirable - poorly paid, etc. 
b. Rural educetion f6llen l nto disrepute 
c. Uesire of normal schools to do whole job in teacher education 
d. F~culty and adminiatr~tion ignorant of problems of rur~l life 

23. Twenty (20)achieved by bringing state school superintendents, presidents 
of normal sc~ools, directors of teacher training in state departments 
of education, and profeseore of education into the rural school Council 
meetings. 

Use of sni.all financial grants 

24. Ultimate selection ~f three n~rmal schools 
(A fourth now addedJ e fi!tn to be added) 

26. Description and professional baee of progrem of eaoha 

Statteboro (4-zearl Cerrollto9 (2~zearl Grambling (2-zear) 
a. Service area description a. Service area description a. Library 
b. Dome la. Tool subjects b. Curriculum 
c. Donovan c. Rural Life Arts l abor atory 
d. Franeeth d. Supervision c. Traveling Unit 
•• Landon l. Brogdon (Mexican) 
t. Gaar uµi.terials bureau d. Teacher Training 
g. lnadequaciee 2. Sanders Cent ers 

l. Tool subjects e. Tallapoosa e. Agriculture 
2. ·Health 1. U!iee r. Simplicity 
s. Mechanic arte f. Sand Hill g. Improvement of 
1. Agricu.1 ture l. Uses community 

h. Library g. Practice teaching -~· Faculty 
1. Books l, Campus exchanges 
j. Supervision (Band I) 2. Rural 

1. J'raneeth h. College facult)'" 
2. Roux 1n rural schools • 

i:. Campus school i. Library 
1. Ogt-echee j. Scholarehips 
m. Scholarships 

1. Supervieors 
2. T{!aohera 
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SUBJECT : Summary of our discussion on program in rural education 

On December 28 we had a preliminary discussion concerning 
our program in rural education , reviewing together what is and what 
might be. I should like to record now some of those thoughts not 
only for posterity but as an ai d to keep me on the beam. 

1. The segregated school system of the South. 

I recognize t hat from a number of sources , particularly the unrealistic 
vocalists who consider t remselves the r adical burr under the liberal 
saddle, the Fund's program in rural education has been criticized for 
its support of the segregated school system in the South. Answers to 
these criticisms need not be gone into; we know what t hey are and we 
consider them adequate in the hardboiled world of 1945. 

However, we admitted together that we did not wish to be caught napping, 
so to speak. If there is any crack in the segregated educational pattern 
of the South, or if we can develop a crack, we would jump at the chance 
to drive a sharp wedge in and hammer it home. We do not know at this 
date whet her there is any such opportunity, but I shall continue and 
increase my efforts to find something in the public or private school 
system comparable to what they tell me the nursing progr am is in Georgia 
and was , all during the time of Talmadge's backfiring. 

2, Analysi s of present programs in Georgia and conjectures for the future . 

There are ample indications that t he Fund has contributed as much money 
as it needs to to Negro teacher education in Georgia in order to produce 
the desired results . Furthermore, the state has given serious intentions 
of consider ably more money in the t hree Negro s t ate colleges in the very 
near future. What we must do at Fort Valley i s not to give Doctor Bond 
any more financial support than has already been committed but to move 
him and his staff off the college campus into Peach County. \'ilien this 
has been done, we shall begin to realize on the investment we have already 
made in that institution. 

,._____;_ 



The future of West Georgia College is too unpredictable for me to say 
now what I think should be our recommendations in the light of this 
new evaluation. If the Board of Regents during the remainder of this 
school year were to appoint a committee to invest•te the value of 
West Georgia 's progr am to teacher education of the state and acted 
upon a recommendation to make this school a four-year teacher training 
college, I would strongly urge that we renew and increase our efforts 
at Carrollton. In fact, I would like to go further than this with 
your approval. I would like to indicate to Chancellor Sanford that 
i f such action were taken, we would want to recommit ourselves to 
their program,and over a longer period of time and for a larger amount 
than nov, stands on the books. Should the Chancellor remain f irm in 
his present thinking, however, and permit l,est Georgia to "experiment" 
with the third-year, or if he withdraws his support from that 
institution and lets it slip back to a junior college, I would say 
that we should contemplate no additional support of t he Carrollton 
program. 

iihether we go one way or the other in Carrollton, I think we must 
analyze the situation at Athens and prepare ourselves to make a 
recommendation independent of nest Georgia College. In view of the 
appointment of Kenneth nilliams as the new dean of the College of 
Education, I would like to study not only the training of the super­
visors but also the work with teachers in the undergraduate program. 
There is reason to believe from positive statements and action that 
Williams has already taken thut he intends to do at At hens nth juniors 
and seniors something comparable to the comnnmity education program 
at West Georgia. He will have to absorb those he now has by surrounding 
them with important appointments to his staff. During the next few 
months I hope to be in a better position to advise you on just what 
opportunities there are at Athens for an important piece of work in 
teacher education. 

As you know, I have been studying the Georgia Teacher Education Council 
for about two years . It seems to me that they are doing a f airly 
responsible job and that they have a great opportunity and some potential 
for a r ealistic expansion. Unlike many other education committees, 
t hey translate their round-table discussions and deliberations into 
programs of action. They have in John Cook, their executive secretary 
paid for out of state department funds, a man whom I consider unusually 
able . I conceive this committee to be an important functional arm in 
developing sound teacher education practices in the state. I shall 
investigate \,ays in which we can help them during the next few years. 
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Mississippi needs teacher education coordination as much as any state. 
I have tried to stimulate interest in this during the past t welve 
months but have had no response. I would say that only serious efforts 
in this direction could entice us to renew any support of an education 
program in this delt a state. One point I forgot to mention: You 
may have read that r ecently they struck oil. If the political economists 
in the Capitol building are as shrewd as the boys in Venezuela, they 
will divert consider able of this new income .into programs for public 
benefit. In such an event, Mississippi isn't going to need money 
as much as br ains. 

5. Other possibilities . 

We have had no connections t hat amounted to very much in other southern 
states: Louisiana, Florida, South Carolina, Tennessee. Of these four, 
I t hink we need not for various reasons consider the first two. However, 
it is possible that in South Carolina, which has recently moved forward 
wit h a state-wide teacher education program, and in Tennessee, because 
otr our former interest at Peabody and particularly with John Brewton, 
we should not close the door of our thinking. My plan is to find out 
from the people in Columbia , South Carolina, just what is happening 
with their state- wide program; and in Tennessee , to visit at some 
length with John Br ewton. 

.__J_ 
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The program in Alabama. 

For reasons that we have discussed, it seems rise to recommend at this 
time that we make no additional grant to Tuskegee for its program in 
teacher education. I do not think this will affect the work there 
one way or another. ~ Doctor Patterson seems to have been more inter ested 
during the past twQ.$'e months in a grant from us for buildings than 
anything else, and I b'l.ieve thut he has available to him from the state 
and other sources all or more than we ever earmarked for rural education. 
Furthermore, I do not contempl ate any change in what he knows to be our 
present levelling-off policy . 

Alabama is currentl y going through the l abor pains of a gubernatorial 
investigation of t he public school system. I know the man who is 
chairman of this committee and I think it would be well for me to 
drop in on him some day in the near future to discuss how the inves­
tigation is going. I shall plan also to have a good long visit with 
Doctor Paty at Tuscaloosa, the object of these visits bei ng to learn 
whether there is any plan for state coor dination and, if so, whether 
a reasonable contribution from our direction might speed them along 
their way. My talks, however, will indicate th· t I am interested only ~ / 
a professional sense, my profession being education r ather than 
philanthropy. I would guess that there will be only a slim chance of 
our getting into the Alabama picture. It is, however , an i mportant 
state, and up to the moment I judge we have not made any effective 
impression on the stat e program as a whole. 

4. Ol e Man River. 

When I think of the state th~t bears t his river ' s name, I sometimes 
get those lowdovm, good-for- nothin1 blues . Of course, it isn't quite 
as bad as that for there are some good people at Jackson College, and 
Reddix has done a respectable job in one dir ecti on. I will continue 
to put my money on Miss Florence Alexander, and perhaps through her 
direction the work in conummity education may develop at New Hope, 
a rural school in Hines County. We have put all the financial support 
we need to in Jackson College . The door is still open for any visit 
I may find it possible to make. Should I see the opportunity to jab 
her or their Jackson College program, it will come through a grant 
from our personnel development program to some topnotch person. 

I am told that there is a move on foot to bring Alcorn up out of the 
dismal backlands and reestablish it at Tougaloo, 20 miles out of 
Jackson city. My informant seemed to think I would be delighted to 
hear of this and jump at the opportunity to help bring it about 
through Rosenwald fund participation. I see no sig~s of this in nv 
present thinking. 
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ERE 

January 2, 1945 

Rural School Progr&J:l 

You will remember that at the last Board Eeeting there was 
a most stimulating and sympathetic discussion of the Fund' s rural 
school program. 'nle llinutes of the z:ioeting report; 

" •• .. ••• The chairman suggested that, even though the Fund ' s 
program in this field is drawing to a close, it Di~ht be well to 
consider giving additional aid where needed, either to West 
Georgia and Tuskegee to increase the effoctivenes3 of the progrruns 
already under way or to tho other institutions in a further 
attempt to get a realistic training prograzi for tl.eir 
prospective rural teachers . " 

This statement of the chairman was heartily accepted by the Board end 
Mr. Wale and I have regarded it as a mandate to re-exaraine t he program 
in rural education to see what might be done further to insure results 
from the investments we have made . 

The attnched memorandum is Ur. Wal.e's swm:ary of our recent 
conversations . flhen ;,ou have read this statecent, I suggest an extended 
office conference to bring together our thinking on this topic. 

At ta chE.en t 



TO 

FROM 

J. ~ on, '!arga~imon, Jaj. Simon 

Edwin R. "";. bree 

DATE April 7, 1938 

SUBJECT: Suggestions of Charles Johnson re rural school program. 

Charles Johnson made three sugge~tions about the rural school program 
which we have discussed in part and which are probably ~ort~ further 
talk: 

(1) The propos~l to begin extension activities on features 
of the program as soon as they are ready for widespread 
applic~tion. One such item r.hich is now probablJ' ready 
to be spread is thP rural practice school 1''i th v·h.:'..ch 
~ibht be comb~ned the supervision of schools within the 
6iven county. The s1Jt,0 estion here is to make a general 
offer to contribute a certain amount to any teachPr ' s 
college or liberal a~ts college that puts itself in a 
posit~on properly to administPr and m.al{e use of a rural 
practice school. Such institutions as Talladega, Pr&irie 
View, Wiley , Fisk, Dillard , etc. were SUc,5ested, but it 
is undPrstood that the offer might well be ..;.c..de to white 
colleges as vell as colored, especially if the wh.:'..te 
institution undertook, in connection with supervision, 
responsibility for the schools of the county both white 
and colored. 

(2) The extension o~ the idea of training Negro county super­
visors to a Negro institution. It was agreed that this 
was a project. that might well await the development of 
our r.ork at Fort Valley but +,!ldt it should be kept in 
mind as an important f'eature of that ~ork. The exper­
ience at StatE"sboro :~s proved the desirability of such 
training. ThAre is acute need for so~e institution to 
prepare Negro county s~pe~visors who may gPt posts both 
in Georgia and in other southern states as Jeanes teachers. 

(5) Further attention to the question of helpi?'ll:, in the is­
suing and distribution of' inexpPnsive boo'.,cs. Thiu 1ight 
be done by reprintinb present books. The cL:ef ei•p:ili"' . " 
by CSJ i;;; upon really cheap volumAs , sellin,:.' for not r:ore 
than ten cents a cow. 
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February 22, 19.44 

Swmlary of Programs Aided by Grant s from "Special Personnelff 

TIME: July l, 1942, to present - period of 18 months 

I. Personnel development in the four colleges 

l. Fort Valley State College 
Five people have receiTed grants during this peri od. All are 
members of' the college faculty. Two of the :five had a full 
year•a grant to study at Ohio State Universi ty. 

2. 'l'uekegee Institute 
Six peopl e have received grants. ~ e of them are college 
f aculty members and three are county teachers, formerly Tuskegee 
students. One studied a year 1n Winnetka Graduate Teachers 
College; two, a year in Ohio State University (b: aduate work); 
three, at Shady Hill School. 

J . Jackson College 
Five people have received grants in J ackson College; four, for 
short time study and travel. and one, a full year at the Winnetka 
Graduate Teachers College. 

4. West Georgia College 
Thirteen people have received grants for personnel development. 
Three are college faculty members; three are teach rs in t he 
laboratory schooleJ five are foraer third-year stutlents who have 
received full t,rants , earning their A. E. at Ohio State University; 
two others are foraer Ca,rroll County teachers receiving a grant 
equal to t:.ei" teaching sal.ary while t hey act u undergraduate 
assi stants to the director of community education. 

II. Helping with county programs 

l.. Supplements to the salaries of three su sors in Greene County 

.; 
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February 22, 1944 

{ Continued) 

2. Su.Iller workershops for Negro teachers of three counties 

3. Developing cooperatives in Carroll County through the Carroll 
County CooperatiYe Assoc1atio11, a joint endeavor of West Georgia. 
College and the Southeastern CooperatiYe League 

III. Rural school material.s 

During the past eighteen months we haYe paid for the salary and 
travel of Mrs. Evans and purchased several thousand copies of 
the following, 

L.Er1S PLANT GRASS 
LE"r ' S RAISE PIGS 
THE DOCTOR IS COWG 
A PRIJIER 0~-1 FOOD 
SO YOU•RE GOlilG TO TEACH 
CHILDRE:I AllD IOU 
A COUNTY AND A COLLEGE. 

We also empl oyed lliss Doria Porter for three months to sel ect 
and ship WPA art materials to the four college centers. 

IV. Prograui. o£ supervisor education 

v,. 

This current year we are helping Georgia r'9-eotabUsh its graduate 
year of supervisor educat101l for white teachers at Athens and for 
Hegro teachers at Atl.anta Uniyersity. The universities carry the 
tuition charges; we are paying for the board, room, travel and 
costs of materials (books, etc. ) for the ,eight white aupervisore 
and the eix Negro supervisors. 

Special personnel to supplement college U y\llti•s 
i ~-

l . J'ull year• s salary tr[ lf 
a) H. a. Gil es, last yea:r at West Georgia Coti~ge__. b} 
Forte (current) at Tuskegee 

Maggie Young 
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February 22, 1944 

( Continued) 

2. supplement to salary 
a) Dagnal Folger at West Ce,;,1,,,ia College, b) H. H. Giles at West 
Georgia College, c) Frances Prealer (summer, 1942) at West Georgia 
College and Tuskegee 

Miscellaneoua 

1. Fellowship to William B. Twitty 
2. Report from the Colllllittee on Negro Education 1n Mississippi 
J. Grants to three toraer FSA crafts teachers to st.1dy at Cranbrook, 

one of whoa is now working wi tb Dr.. J. Max Bond 
4. Grant of f lOOO to Mississip-pi State College 

The above programa have been financed from f'Unds which total $.38,967; 
of this amount t .3695 remain unallocated. 
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THE "RURAL" EDUCATION PROGRA.\1 (1941-45) 

I Teacher Education (The teacher in training) 

l. Our present program in the four undergraduate colleges; 
teacher preparation for rural elementary schools. 

2. One demonstration at the graduate level in the prepara­
tion of supervisors. 

School principals and county superintendents. Preferably 
the University of Georgia, resuming effort September 1942. 

II Demonstration and Practice (The teacher at work) 

1. Two county demonstrations in education, health and 
industry. 

2. State-wide demonstration in Louisiana of a progressive 
program of vocational guidance; a union of t he state and 
federal economic planning bodies and the public schools. 

J . Southeastern Cooperative Association; support to an ex­
tension of its rural community program. 

III Broad Front Attack 
~+~ 

l · Rural council - ,._~ f....... > h) 

3. • Association of the South: a regional fact-finding body, 
its purpose to supply an educational base for the 
preparation, passage and follow-up of federal aid. 

~ State surveys of education (preferably by C. Washburne) 

a. Louisiana (winter months of 1941-42) 

b. Mississippi ( 11 II " 1942-43) 

c. Georgia ( II " " 1943-44) 

d . Alabama ( 11 II II 1944-45) 



-5-

have received more than a million dollars in the name of co­
operatives since 1935, and today there is not a single cooperative 
function to be found there. The Department liquidated this ex­
periment about a month ago . In contrast to this and many other 
bitter experiences in federal co-ops, there must be a place for 
the Tal lapoosa and Sand Hil l type of cooperative . They are holding 
close to techniques which produced economic gain for Antigonish. 

I woul d not propose now a lump sum, an outright grant to 
the SCA, to be spent by them on their region-wide program. Rather, 
I would propose that we consider seriously the opportunity co­
operatives have in t he South, the considerable gain this organiza­
tion has made in the last two years , and then lay before the present 
leadership the suggestions we have for their emphasis and concen­
tration. Then we should counsel as to how much and for how long 
we would support that part of their program. 



9£F~T !.-OURR ETT 

CALVIN E .1-4ARDIN1JR, 

Rosenwald Foundation 
Chicago , Illinois 

Gentlemen : 

DURRETT & HARDIN 
I.AW OFFIC~S 

LOU ISIANA NATI ONAL BAN K 8UIL O I NG 

BATON ROUGE .LOUISIANA 

June 9 , 19h3 

[R& 

1te : "losenwald lJo . 11 , East Baton Rouge 
.t'Rri sh , L-tuisiana 

l b tK..f 

By instrument dPted February 28 , 1923, The East ~aton 
R8uge Parish School Board acquired a t¼o- ecre tract ofland 
north of the City of oaton RJllge , v;hich land is described 
on a plat or plan thereof as "map of IJee;ro School Site on 
Knox property . !t On said Negro School S.i. te is noi,, ne intained 
end operated a colored school known PS Rosenwald No . 11 . 
Decently , action \18 s taken by thG East Baton Rouge Parish 
School :3oa re to convert srid school into a school for white 
pupils only , and the neeroes who contributed to the construc ­
tion of the building have employed us to try to prevent rny 
action by the ~ast Baton Rouge ryPrish School Board thPt would 
c~8nge the status of the school . 

1t 

'le have been edvised thr t , , hen t-,he oricinal buildine v as 
cons"',ructed , you contributed 0 ;> >roxim1:1tely .u.500 to either the 
construction or maintenance of the school and t~ t the negroes 
residing in that vicin.i.ty contributed a like amount to the 
construction of said school bu.i.lding . Our clients have not in 
their possession c.ny docu.-:ientary evic-.,nce th;: t would subs ta 1tiE te 
their understanding of the agreement looking tov,erds the con­
struction of the bu~ldin.:; , rnd \,6 thought that probably y-.>u 
could furnish us with .;ither a c€:;:-:.~fied copy of the agreement 
or a photostnt t .. creof , if , in fact , such an agr"'e.1ent v,rs 
entered into be tween /vu. , the .in<i' ~u ual contributers c...L< t .... e 
...,E ~~ ljaton RouJ;e .. ..'Prisu Sc.1001 Board . 

If we can obtain the aforeuentioned ngreeme 1t , it Svoms 
th£t, would be aole to prevent the _.ast Bcton Ro~e Parish 
School Board fron chang:nc t.e said scnool from a colo~ed 
scho-., to a w.r1i te sci10ol , t11d v-;e ask thr t you pleuse check 
into vhis at once and c.Ctire us thereafter , 



The School 3oerd plans to 3tart i.;:ork on the construction 
of a new school "ithin the_ very near future so if action is 
to be taken it will have to be taken before tL- t tifae . 

Thanking you to give t~1is your irnmediPte attention and 
with best ·wishes , we ere 

V. y truly yours , , 

*•P __ • __ _ 

1/t 



&Re, ~ 1/5' !Af (j 

(] A H - - ~ 

Remarks: J ~ r d, >to /Z.U,IH,d o,I d..,,;,_, 

A~ ~ ~ ~ -~ I:} ~ 
~ ~ tq- ,!2. ;t. ~ ~ & /' 



Dear S:ni th; 

June 16, 1943 

I nm ~nclcvine e copy of ti letter 

tli<- t came to us frot:'l attorutiy..; i n 

P~-ton ~ou~e •mrt c:, carbon copy of tt,y reply . C .. n you 

help the:,..,; ~eople r ate.in th€'ir bui.L.c.:ing? 

l t .v11s e {>~ onst:re to get even a bri ef 

tinue to ke t he gre .. t a~· t pride in tt' '.3 m.:criUicent 

scl:ool .)rograi:: ·,-,hich '!'mt fcrv•:.ro under your direc-tior.. . 

ZR!:: ~O 
Encs. 2 

i•.r • S , L • Sl!li th 
1~18 Seventeenth t venue, South 
tashville, T,mr<Jssee 

Vory truly tour~, 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 



; 

June 16 , 191.3 

Gor.tlamon: I tinv1:1 read 'i"ith euch interest your letter 
of .:'W',e 9 . Vi<. t::.o not nn~~ th~, Oi>ecif'j e 

scc:ool :,ou .rent,ion on cur rncoraa. Pon,ibly when i t r.es 
but::. t, it J ld not, ~e<"I· , s Tto..;en~·i le: . o . 11 tn,;.t under 
s,,me oth~r neoe. At eny r· tc, <.ur r e-cor di:. :;;hoi, t tr t 
tM. !. :'t!l:o coo~c·r t,,;rt ir, t., buil<ii11,· •Jf .. r. ny l,e .,.·o ado, l s 
ill &.it-:t Er t or1 Rouce t'hrish ·E;nd th, t in e,, en or:~ of tr e!;e 
tter~ ,a~ i. c- ... ,ntribution oy the Fund ,mo ' cor.tribtttlon 
by t,hf' He~ro coe111uni1;y. I t culci. si,em hii;hl;:,- unft.ir for 
s. school bui-dlng ;!.rcct ,c. by funds i7hicb C!'fJe ir. f•' rt 
: roo .i.iegrogs ~nd tb.~ir f r 1Pnds: t i'..> b~ turn -i, over i'rot1 .. he 
pur-po~e.,; for which 'th~ ~1on.0 7 Vil s zive-n t tt • u.,a or wbi te 
:.,u ,ils '">Dly. 

·nun~ing th t he mry heve mora detl:iled 
.-.:-ccrJ;i , I ~m send.it:; your l1~tter on to a.r . s . L. r'lllith 
ut l :rl8 St"v ant cent h / v~nue , South, t\astwille , T"lnne:iseo. 
i4" . S:-: i th .,,,. :; it <2,ir ,ct ch rt~e c-: t~.t. .,cr.::tol- b il.; ic.t: 
})rograr. for the Fund. I f h~ i s fl ble to throw a ny furtr, .. ~r 
li ~t~ t er. tnt:l situ tion, 1 c.n. au:-•• t.e l'lil.!. bo ehd t,~ do f-o . 

Di.:r~ett & iit1rdin 
Lotic1i.ne _:.-e ti :ina.1 Bank Builtii ug 
Bilton rtoube , L,juistr,na 

cc Mr. S. L. Smith 

Vnry tn:ly .)OUI .. , 

EDWIN R. EMRPf:E 



GEORGE PEABODY COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS . 

Dear :'.,:r. Embree : 

NAS H VI LLE • T EN N ES SEE 

June 23 , 1943 ,_ t _,~ -iE _ " ____ '/ _ 1Af-1-=o-

1- 1--1-- --1 _ 

____ I__,...,.,===--
= The Rosenwald School ~ro . 11 in East Baton Rou-e 

Parish, Louis :i:an~ is a six- eacf1er brick bui l din~ and 
I think it is kno~·m as Dixie ro . 11. This is the 
school the Rosenwal d Party visited when we met in lfo\'1 
Orleans . I recall that you and the others in th~ ~roup 
thou-:-ht it was an unusually ,.,.ood one , and it had an 
excentionally fine ~ri~ary teacher. 

rhe
0

Rosenwal d :und aided a two- teacher ~ixio School 
in East Baton Rou~o Paris~ about 1923 . I am not sure 
that it was discarded when the Dixie No. 1 1 ~as built . 
Because we had ,..ivcn aid on the Dixie School as a 
two- teacher type , I a~ not sure we ~ave any aid on 
Dixie No. 11 uhich •as built a few year s l a t er. You 
might re1er to the cards listtn~ all schools to soe 
whet:1er Dixie r~o . 11 r1::ceived any aid. 

Since all ,~Os8nwald ::chools '.Vere rcauired to be the 
property of the local boards , lo~ally a board would 
have tho authority to dispos e of a school in any way it 
might think best ; but ~orall~ the board would seem to be 
bound to provide another school equally as good for the 
Nef:,roes if t' e ')ooul ation should shift so that it might 
become necessary to us C' t".e Rosenwald Sc•~ool for white 
pu,ils . I recall two casas "I~ ere this was done--one 
in '"orth Carolina and one in Oklahoma. In eacb case , 
however , the local board erected a better school for 
the Ner;roes than t 1e ono. taken over for ·.:hi tes . 

Sincerel y , 

~iroctor of Public Jelations 

r.:r . :dv·in rt . =ribree 
President , Julius Rosenv,ald Fund 
4901 =llis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 
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November 25, 1941 

Proposals for extending thet ogra~ in rural ednc".:,t!®_ 

A. number of proposals for the extension of our program in 
rural educa t.io:i have beau in oy mind lat ely. Three of them have 
j&lled enough to appear as pre.:.i t:dnary statements. They are 
offered as suggestions which ~ay be ac~ed upon immediately or as 
items in an ai enda for t ~e first meeting of our round table of nine 
consultants. 

First, I return with new conviction to tho belief that 
t he most important s i ngle act which ~ill sf ~ct southern education 
is the passage of a federal equalization bi•-• This bill will build 
better buildings, increase sa.J.o.ries, raise the quality of teaching. 
For Juat as it is not possible to raise t he standard of living of 
the workers without first raising their wages, so in part the 
quality of teaching in the common school s of the rural South is de­
pendent upon an increase in teacher sala.:-ies. 

In part, also, this quality is dependent upon t~t~er work­
ing conditions. At least once a month we get a letter from a county 
superintendent asking if we have any idea of the deplorable condi­
tion of the schools in his count,. He is po•erless t o effect a 
chan~e and often is surprised and hurt lrhen he r oa.lizes our inability 
to help him. It seems narsh to have to say to hin t hat his only 
chance is from federal resources, but t hat is the fact . Occasion­
ally I r ~turn to the figures nnd each time I get a shock to learn 
t~a.t if t he South spent every ta:xahle penny on its sehools, they 
would still need $9, 000,000 annually to bring the cost per southern 
c~ild up to the national average; and t he national average is less 
than hal_ what it is in Bronnille, Glencoe, Winnetka, Berkeley. 

I In addition to salaries and better schoolhouses, federal 
aid will affect t he numbers and quality of books, other teaching 
material and, as important ns anything, the teacher education 
institution. This i s important if the r egion is goi ng to adopt 
generally those bains being made ~t such places as West Georgia 

' 
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College and Fort Valley. T~e officers of t he Fund, therefore, 
should have major i nterest in the passage of a federal bill, and 
the South more than any other section of t ' f country. 

Any discussion of these ma.tters I have had thus f ar 
with southern leaders, has been from this point of reasoning: 
Is there any way that the Rosenwald Fund ·1ight stimulate an exist­
ing organization, say the Goveri<>rs' Counsel, to take action on 
this problem? This approach, however, borders on the political 
and that was never my intention. I now approach it from a 
different angle . T~is problem should be the concern of t he men 
and women in the schools of eduo~tion in the thirteen south­
eastern states; men suoh as Harold Benjamin at tbe·University of 
Maryland, Carson Ryan at Chapel Hill, Mildred English at Georgia 
State Coll ege for Women, Grice at Charleston. For them to con~ 
tinue in their present direction, concerned only with the 
preparatinn of young meh and women for teaching positions, is a 
progra~ as one-sided as the work of the labor l eader who spent 
all his time developing apprentices and iunored the fundamentals 
of wages, hours , and condition of employment. An association of 
the more s.lert minds in t ,1e profession should be the best 
maohinery for driving home the arguments for feder al aid to 
southern education. 

If this proposal has nerit, then from t he outset it 11Ust 
be understood that the purpose of t he association is a program of 
action not of debate. This program should be simple and direct. 
Tie association should have at least one paid staff member whose 
main job would be to keep the membership active and coordinated. 

The main drive of t he association would be t o bombard 
the southeast area with the facts regarding present educational 
conditions. I t would be a regional fact-finding body, if you 
like . Here are a few suggesti ons. 

l. The South needs the stimulus that would come frOlll a 
dramatic documentary film on rural eduoation. 

2. Radio ~t ations with sustaining quarter hours are 
searching for good programs. The Department of the 
Interior has just completed n successful experiment in th 
this field in the Central Valley Project of California. 
Schools, colleges, radio stations under direction from 
the Department sponsored oompetition all over the 
state, conducted broadcasts. In one year public 
opinion, which formerly hnd t hreatened to destroy this 



500 mile long project serving a million and a quarter 
people, booame informed, intelligent, aroused. Now 

• the success of the Central Valley Project is assured. 
3. 
J. The forcefulness of t he sixty-page pamphlet of t he 

President' s Report on Southern Economic Conditions has 
long been reoogn.ized. This method of presenting the 
facts for the whole area could be employed with 
equal intensity 1n the local scene . West Georgia 
College should take t his study and re9frite it to docu­
ment northwest Georgia. Thia could be done over the 
entire region; without expense, students doing the re­
search, writing, publishing. 
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4. A bureau of unpaid lecturers, forum discussion leaders, 
should be developed. There should be a bureau for 
every teacher oduoation institution. For example, 
faculty from West Georgia College would be on call at 
any time to speak before county .groups, high school 
student s , teachers, or laymen on this subj ect of federal 
aid, 

The second proposal I have to make is also not new. We 
have been talking about it for some time and I throw it in for dis­
cussion now, more sure than ever that it should be carried out. 

We should find two counties in the South and develop in 
them demonstrations of health, eduoation, and agriculture . Carroll 
County seems a good suggestion, as soo,1 as we 1.-now the outcome of 
the next election. The other county woul d be in Alabama, Mississ ippi, 
or a parish in Louisiana. 

I suggest Carroll County at this time, rather than Greene 
County, because we are developing there some outstanding people in 
education, because o! t he pr ogress in some rural communities, and 
because of the rapport between Mr. Ingram, his college, and lay 
groups. We may want to rethink this, however. Carroll County is 
very large, It has no outstanding accomplishments in health or 
agriculture, suoh as Greene County can boast. 

l. The objeot of this pr ogram in health would be to rid the 
county of tuberculosis, venereal diseases, maJaria, 
pellagra, hookworm, and to do it i n such a demonstrational 
way that any county, with state and federal aid, could do 
the same . This program would not stop here, but through 
the Joint auspices of the Rosen;mld Fund, the U. S. 
Public Health Service, and the Farm Security Administra­
tion would set down blueprints to buiid solut ions to the 
problem of rural dentistry, hospitalizat)ion, and medical 
care . 

ttdl 



2. The object in education would be (a ) to have a good 
school in every community, white and Negro; (b) to 
raioe t he quality of the men and women teaching in 
the aohool s . This latter would be done through insti­
tutes, summer programs, and throughout the year by 
consultation under the sponsorship of the college, 
county superintendent, and county supervisor. 

3. Tho object in agriculture would be to uork with the 
lenders of the rural rchv.bilitation division of the 
f'SA, the Soil Conoerve.tion Servi ce, and other federal 
agencies to bring about change in such matter s as the 
one- crop system, lnnct owner3hip, farm credit, rural 
housing, rural electrification, and all other matters 
which have to do with rure.l security and better living 
conditions . 
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The third proposal I h6Ve to make is ttat we should 
seriousl y consi der further support of the Southeust~rn Cooperative 
Association. We do not need to apologizo for giving the co­
operative moveiaent a lift. Cooperatives are no l onger contro­
versial.. It is certainly a l ess ra.dioal ''love tha., developi ng 
trnde union l eaders . Both Republican and Democra 11ic parties en­
dorsed cooperativos several years ago . 

The oooperative movement as one answer to the economic 
ilia of the South is apparent . Equall y apparent ia the f act that 
we should support it where i ts course nms parallel to our i nterests 
in education. We would not be Justified, perhaps , 1~ helping a 
longshoromen's union in New Orleans start a consumer's co-op store. 
We probably ought not t o help Montgomery r esidents establish a 
co-op gas station. I do think, however, we should give 1111Jl18diate 
attention to the rural cooperatives such as Yeomans hos started at 
Tallapoosa, and this fal.l at Sand Hill. The cooperative at 
Tall&poosa has been going a year, was based on study groups, and 
had an aotive canning program this summer. On November 10, follow­
ing several months of study the Sand Hill Cooperative Cannery Asso­
ciation was organized, bringing together, in addition to Sand Hill, 
the communities of Wayside, Shady Grove, Elizabeth Rarris , Hewlett, 
Hickory Level, and Oak Mountain. This association i s applying f or 
a charter under the Georgia Marketing Act . 

There are two kinda of cooperatives in t he South, one 
sponsored by the federal government through the Department of 
Agrioulturo and for t ne most part dictated to from above by federal 
employees . The other, the Tallapoosa type . An example of the 
federal kind is Cumberl and Homesteads , whe1·e a handful of people 



have received more than a million dollars in the name of co­
operatives since 1935, and today there is not a single cooperatiYe 
function to be found there. The Department liquidated this ax­
periment about a !llonth ago. In contrast to this and many other 
bitter exporionoes in federal co-ops, there mu3t be a place f or 
the Tallapoooa ~nd Sand Hill type of oooperntive. They nro holding 
close to techni ques which produced economic gRin f or Antigonish. 

I would not propose now a lump sum, an outriebt grant to 
the SCA, t-;:i be spent by them on their region-wide program. Rather, 
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I would propos~ th~t we consider seriously ~~e opportunity oo­
operativea ha.Ye in t i~ South, the oonaiderable gain this organiza­
tion hus um.de in tho last t~o years , and then l ~y bafore ~ho present 
l eadership tho au~cestions we have for their emphasi9 and concen­
tration. Then we should cou.~sol as to how much and for how long 
,;e would support t hat part of their p~ogram. 
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-.._ Education WI.~ 

I . THF SEI'TING - Ii 
~ hb-t...,.-.., l 

I went south on my last visit~-Feo.-~ to explore 

current programs and future directions in education. Most of the two 

weeks was snent in Georgia. This is a report lfi soma:::d-ei;ai~ of how 

things look from this point as of this d~te. 

As CSJ would say, "You can't develop an educational program in 

a vaeuum. 11 I begin therefore with certain socio- economic- politico( ! ) 
\ 

trend~ that I found or thought I found in Georgia. Some of these may 

be more so now than they were a month ago . Some less. Some might not 

have been at all , for I h1:rdly consider nwself a trained research v1orker 

in this field . 

l . Governor .Arnall has surorised his friends and his enemies. The 
guiding star by which he has steered his Georgia ship of state 
has been the National Administration. He has heen aggressive 
on many unpopular issues (unpopular with the typical Georgien) : 
prison reform, 'poll tax, 1 all· ce, home rule for the loc~l Georgia 
communities . He made oublic CPrtain telegrams he sent to Sen.,tors 
George and Russell urginb them not to t·-ike the loan afencies out 

(J-LtJ 
2 . 

of the Department of Commerce and demanding their votes in f~vor 
of Wallace as the new Secretrry. 

Two interpretations of his actions are current in the state. 
Neither credit him with beinf a reformed or confirmed liberal. 
both consider him politically ambitious . 'fhe r t• ...Lmadt;e cro"d 
and other conservutives and reaction.-1ries) se.~T he h'ls sold out to 
northern oressure in return for a possiblp cabinet job - the post 
of Attorney General. The left (lrbor, liperai phurch and other 
civic leaders) say Geor gie. has movPd forward tpider him with many 
long overdue reforms, but thqt he is st~ll al/.~tch the represen­
tative of conservotive, big business intereslt@i ever . 

., 



~tt to C3J ;'or the Summ&.ry, March l.5, 1945 

,A letter d~ted Februitry l:l , from , fie'1d re-po.rt.er, ~.B fa-,, 

.-.hich nay be of interest. to our r ettders, on t<f f airs in Georgi!:. o::::~:::•; 
l l them, the r eporter ahys& 

Some ,~ I "They t.: r e treoas tha t I found or thought I found irl Georgiu . 

of these m~y be more s ~now thun they ~ere u month l go. Some leas . Some 
l 

\ mig~t noj; have been ,.t all , for I hardly consider ~••lf 

~ "in --thi--. fi,e,ld. 

n tra ined'. reaeu.rch-..,J 

l. Governor 4 rn6ll has surprised his friends und his enemies. The 
guiding stur by which he h~s s teered his C~orgie 3hi p of s t::: te 
has been the nt:; tional t: dm ~nistr,. tion. He ht.s been f orthright 
on msny unpo;,ult.. r i s.;;,uee (unpopulbr with the t y,i)ic!: l Georgi an)• 
prillon reform, poll t. x , Wo.ll c..ce, home rule f or the locn.l Qeorgiu 
communititts. He haa ::;ent t elegr e..ms to Senr1tora George !:ind 
Russell urging tho.a to leave the loiin egencics i n the i>ep,.rtment 
of Commerce and to vote for Wull nce as the new Secre t f.ry . 

2. Two cri ticttl interpretl'.tions of Governor -1.rnull ' s 1;i.Ctions nre 
current in the s t a te. Reither credit him with b€ing a r eformed 
or confirmed liber ul. Both consider him polit1ccilly b.llibitious. 
The right (Te lmudgt, cro,rd h Dd other conserv1:: tives 1 nd r er~ction­
e.ries) suy::3 he has sold out to northern pr6ssuro i n r ~turn for 
a~ssible Cl.lbinc t Job - the post of Ji.ttorney Gener al, perhaps. 
The left sr.ys Georgi£, h1.,s moved for mird under him with ml¼ny 
long ove r due r efora, , but tht•t he is s ti:i.l the r epr esentt..tive 
of big business interest s r a ther ths n of the coaimon mi~n. A 
third 1n torprota tion, hol'iever, with mt, Jori ty s upport thu t 1Yould 
re-ol oct him governor if he ~ie r P- running to-morrow, ht: ils Ellis 
Armtll ,._ s '' the ch~uipion of the Nev; Sou th". 

3. .Arnoll ~i l l be governor through 1946 (unles s he. .,.ccepta F- fh=rnhing­
ton trnpointment, i n which C),1.Se c. "not-too-bt-d" Licuten8nt Governor 
will tuke his pl1,ce). He will not run &..ga in unletls bP. 1.J dr ~ftcd 
bJ a l iber~l-reform group . This is mos t unlikely. The current 
guess i a thut he will ru~ ~ghiifst oenvtor Yeorge in t he 1946 
primo.rics. hse ,-eli, la~._, '- • 1'1!!111j 

4. Ther e is much spe,culn tion, rumor t>.nd if-w lk in Georgi u pol1 tics, 
but on one item el.L the dopest er s t•gret-H Eugene '1'el.mLdge will 
run f or governor in the pri mE1.rh:s of 1946. Vii th t he r emov~l of 
the poll tax r equirement and the probable f Hilure of the µro­
gressives to educa t e the peopl e , Tl.lnu,dge 1 s ch:.nce.J of election 
ooem even better than ever. (He WlS ~stute enough t o get on the 
anti-poll to.x btindw:.igon during t he lost hours of the fight. Now 
his SU!:>port er s uffirm that he, r a ther th n t•rn:.rll, deser ves credit 
for extending the fr£nchise) . 
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The crowd ~, round Arnall -tr-Pe-- r eportedly phcing -trre±r hopes 
on ex- Governor Ed Hiver a ns the only mt n ~o bea~ Talm~dge. 
They bdmit be discredited himself during hi s lest term, but 
they paint out thnt when he first Cl:l.1lle i nto office, "he was 
the beat governor Georgia ever hud". They admit Tblmdage as 
~ dangerous opponent who c~n be el ected i f he is opposed by 
more than one cendidate. They consider it im:..,ortant, there­
fore , to suJpr ess the ambitions of other who may wu.nt to thro~ 
in t heir h~ts, ~mong whow Roy Harris, Spebker of the House, is 
the most likely ~spirunt. 

Qrge.nized l o.bor (CIO-PAC) and ot her liber al forces i n Georgia 
ar e not yet strong enough to run a condidat e . 

At the moment of writing , t he f ttt e of the so-ci.lled II closed 
shop" &mendment to t he Georgi8 constitution is very much in 
doubt. The committee on constitutional smendments has Ju9t 
voted 19-16 to make the 1~los~d shop' illegal in GeDrgia , but 
t here nr e strong forces in t he legislature Rnd throughout the 
state working i n the interests of organized l abor. The clear-
est pr esentation of thei r posi t ion reg&rcling w& ao&t pe,een,,t 

p1.ee~~ legisi'a:'ti.o1t ·,·as mude i n l!n edi toria.l on 
Jonuar.r 51 in the n.tlanta Journal. The close vote in the commit t ee 
may f orece1st increased au,;port f or lt:..bor, et1ding in the .:!efe .... t or 
withdrawal of this r (;stricti ve amendment. ,If: 

On t he ner.spJper front, th~ta Journal continues its course 
of "responsi ble r eporting", Y fr'i808RQ pli~& on:.,Y ~e iae 
f@U'! Nut. ~ exerci s~ s~cudying influence in the stt:.t&. 
The atl&nta Constitution, , on the, other hand, particul~ rly on its 
odi t~l 9a6e , shows tne.W.~~~onserv,.tism. This comes during 
Ralph McGill' s absence overseas . 

Ex-uovernor 'l'almadge1 3 p11per, 1he ~tates~n, ia enJo;ying continued 
circulation and makes its ttppe, l i n the s&:Je old way , beD ting t he 
drums of r ace _ ,rejudice . I t l s E:. r f.re i ssue the. t. does not at "tliclt 
the Rosenwald -"' und. Reference is frequently m.·,de to "a t et:..cher 
by the n&me of Cocking". 4 current i ssue ste.tes that Marylin 
t a8l1Uller~ of William eind Mary Collegeiwa s sent ~outh ~ "by some 
Rosenwald Fund" . The same i ssue cone udes tha t t he nosenwald 
Fund sent "Cousin" R~lph lfoGill, rs Talmadge c i lls him, over s~.s 
to • rill up and come b8ck with more Negro i deas than ever". In 
bol d cups Tulmadge1 s editorial deau1nds tha t "THE ROSE,'1t-ALD FUNP 
SEND HIM TO AFRIC.n. I.ND TELL HIM TO STAY THERE". Much publicity is 
given i n t he State: sman (front page story twd b.,_ ck pnt:,e peid adver­
tisement) to n. recent publicr.tion, Let's Keep the U.S. White, by 
John Irivin of Sendersville, Georgie., -.:ho seys that lreorgin :nu.:.t combat 
the prol)hgt.ndti of college 2!'0fe:ssors, ministers, Negro editors 
union laborites, and Je~Publicity is ~lso being given through 
The .:itatesman to the growth of the lc..test "ni.tive Fnscist11 party, 
The Coramoner, with hecdquarters in Conyers, Georgi~. uome ~ey say 
that these l .re tilerely"si@lS of t he times", evi dencel3 of gI'owing poins, 
or the r Elvinga 0f the i diot ic fri nge. Other~, r emebering the course 
of German history through the 19201 s ~nd.Am€.~ica•, "inclina tiao to 
diocount the mad housepa.inter, watch t ho growth of hose thr eHts with 
increasing concern. .) 
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back page paia advertisement) to a recent ~ublication, Let ' s ..,_ 
Keeo the U. s. 11hite , by John Irwin of .:iandersville , Georgia, 
who says that Georgia must combat the propaganda of college 
professors, ministers, Negro editors, union laborites, and 
Jews~ Publicity is aiEae being given through The Statesman ,-.,,f ~r~ 
to the growth of the l atest "n<\.tive fascist" -;:>artv, the 
Commoner, with headouarters 1n Conyers , Georgia. Some may 
say that these are merely "signs of the times", !=>Vidences of 
growinp prins, Ol' ·the ravings of the idiotic fringe . Others , 
rememberin the course of German history through the 1920 1 s 
and A ica1 s inclination to discount the mad housepainter, 

,Jt<:~oQ.s . ..the- growth. ,of the.s.e.. ~ts with increasing concern. 

Educator s in Georgia, when asked to consider the political 

trends of the next few ye~rs and what implications they may have for 

education, confess that the future is somewhat of a gamble . Hovrever , 

they know what their im.~ediate course nn.ist be. The leadership (which 

includes such men as Kenneth 11illiams, dean of the School of Education 

at the University, a number of college presidents, Pnd certain state 

depQrtment of education officials) is resolved to move for,,ard with 

the same forthrightness as if the security of a progressive program 

were guaranteed for all time . . They believe that any action short of 

this would l abel them as careerists, more concerned with their jobs 

than the educational welfare of the state. rhey believe the times call 

for concerted, cooperative action, not cuutious standing on the sidelines 

waiting to see who will be ariving v1hat bandwagon. 

Perhaus I overstate the case for the Geor&ia leadership. Some 

might say I ~as guilty of wishful thinking. Perhaps so . Certainly 

/I cautious rather than "aggressive', \,hilosophical" rather than ~ctive\ are 

the words to use in describing some of the men in places of trust. It 

is true nevertheless that in spite of this innate timidity in man to be 

everlastingly looking before he leaps, the Georgia record durinf the 

past few years in those matters that concern us 

j 
rather than words . 

one of action 



-4 

II . CURR.ENT PROGRAMS 

Let us review for a moment our past rel ationship ~ith the state 

of Geor gia. During the l i fe of the Fund these are the progr ams we have 

sup_?orted: 

1 . Schoolhouse building program 

2 . School books through our library service 

3. Training of white county supervisors at Statesboro md 
Athens (pre- Tal madge) 

/, . Training of v.hi te and NE>gro county supervisors through the 
GeorgiP Teacher Education Council (current) 

(' ~~ ~ (fl~;ff) ' . ,P.~J 
5. Suppor t to"programs ~ Fort Valley and l~est Georgi a College{µ~ 

including devel opment of faculty ~d student personnel and 
t he writing of ma.te,..i· .ls for rurt 1 children and teachers . 

~s-
TM I la:,; t i t ei, has been our major concern in Georgia. during 

the past five years. Let us examine it a little more closely. 

Fort Valley St~te Colle~e 

Our f irst grant to Fort Valley was made in 1939-40. I t was for 

t50,000. The Georgia Board of Regents gave $21,00C that year. This 

current year, 1944-45, our grant is t23 ,ooo, while the State ' s is $63,000. 

There now remains ~?5,000 in our original alloc~tion . We exoect 

that half of this will be used during 191,5- /46, and half during 191,6-4 7. 

There is every indication that the Board of Regents intends to 

continue its support of Fort Valley and probebly to increase its budget 

next year. I f the Federal Aid bill goes through, Doctor Bond will have 

ample funds to do all that he plans. 

On this last trip I visited three rural schools of Peach County. 

T:b.ere are signs that the new supervisor is fil8!Mi a ple-.' than her predecessor . 
I ,A,\ 

Also there is some reason to believe that the damp~Jftaculty is more 
llJJ n . ., 

r-
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concerned with the rural program. Mr. l:.lanchet, the dean of the 

College, went vith me for a. second time to visit these schools and 
:;e-t..-.. ~L 

oiscussed the situation for two hours after we had returned to the 

campus . 

If it were simply a matter of understanding the dependence of 

a teachers college upon the surrounding countryside , Fort Valley would 

stand at the top. It has stated its case on paper about as clearly 

as anyone. To translate under standing on paper into action in a county 

is quite another matter and one that seems to give the Fort Valley 

faculty more trouble than anything else. Some might sa:r the reason 

for this is that everyone is too busy doing everything else. I would 

guess that this were the result, rather than the reason. The reason 

is that up to this time, they have been convinced on the tongues but 

not in their hearts. 1hen this comes, we ' ll see some action, but not 

until then. 

My recommendation is that we think of no more funds for Fort 

Valley than those remaining in the original ~rant. 

,,est Georgia College 

Our first grant to Vest Georgia. College was made in 1937-3S for 

$U , 000. 'I'he State that year gave ,F34,000. In 1940-41 ire made our 

l argest grant, ~25,000. The State that year gave ~43 , 500 . 

Our current grant, 1944-45, to' est Georgi a is for ;,.15 , 000, 

while the State has contributed ~54,120. Thus we see that at both 

Fort Valley and V1est GeorgiR College, in spite of the war , the Regents 

have increased their annual appropriations as we have decreased ours . 
-t\; ~ ~.. • l- I d ' 

There now remains in our final allocation i;.J:5 , '100, <f-~ 1Jhich pr esUJitebly · A ~ill I • 
10,000 will be earmuked for 1945- 46, filld $5,000 for•ls,46-L?. 
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~\iT .\ • - :f .0- -4 
There is no question iR- e11P mnee fil:tie t,ha\ West Georgia College 

~~ tp,.,__(:.. '-~ -e. .. a.,v ""''~'~ 
~&o 11\9&~ ~ remRrkable contribution/to teacher education during the 

\ e........... • w .u . ... '",. /j . 
past five yeat-s. 'l'.b.is ie- fW):4; 'iafi-!i~<>e to document this statement~ , 

TfleI e !f'N) ~ everal publications imci mez c bu come ~iRM bear this out. \ W-0 
~~ w~U ~e '"fr ~ P,'flZJ.S , .. ~,; ~ y,,,.t, ... tk . ~ ~&r tB ~ c.~-..) 

Furthermore the state leadership fully recognizes~~ evidence & 
it 

of which/has seen from prolonged visits to Cp.rroll County.E 

unfortunate therefore that when Doctor •orks made his~ort to the ..,,,,~ • 

Regents in 1943, no recognition was given to the program of Yvest Georgia 

College. 'The only reference to the~College was as follows: 

I 

"Even though the number of students prepared for 
elementary:Aeacbing at the University, Georgie 
State College for "omen, and Georgia Teachers 
College is increased, it seems apparent th~t, for 
the time being at least, these units Vtill not be 
able to meet the total demand for elementary 
teachers . It is not recommended, hoTiever, that 
the junior college units of the System all continue 
to prepare teachers . This vork should be carried 
on at 1,est Georgia. Co..1-lege and Georgia Southrrestern 
College, but should be discontinued at ~orth Georgia 
College, Middle Georgi~ College, and South Georgia 
College . For the time being, '''est Georgh College 
should cnntinue its three-vear nrogram and Georgia 
Southvestern College its tr.o-year program for the 
preparation of elementary teachers. lhen the State 
Board of Education puts the four-year reauirement 
into effect the situation •·ill have to be re-examined 
from the point of view of whether or not the existing 
four- year institutions can at that time meet the 
demand for elementary tecchers ." 

~It is true that the 'Regents cannot make West Georgia College a 

four-year teacher training institution today, but they can do two things 

no11 that will aia them in the decision when the proper time comes: 

1. They can examine the v.l:'>ole problem of the supply Pnd proper 
training of teachers in a uost~er Geor~ie . It is est~mrted 
that of the 15000teachers now employed in the state, 
more than half should be repl.acea._at once wil:~ troi_ne~ 
aual ified personnel. 



2. They can examine the program at West Georgia College v.i th ~ t.,..uki..'l.~~1.< 4 
t.h,Q QOd~Q~ ~a.-m:nci that if it is sound it will be raised 
to the four-year level to help the state solve the serious ' 
shortage that a ce.reful survey vrill undoubtedly uncover. ~ : o r, 

. . . 9 s ~ .... ~ .... ,_ 
~ .t-4,~ cr--J.t- i.__.(.. .., • • k, "r 

.I-t- ±s-our ·thought that the l'i,eFtEZ iHMie91' cow:r:i have mad& one 

or both o:f these examinations. Failing this, it should at least have .,. 

urged the...i:lOal:d of-Regenb-±1:iself to make -the study.-

I would recommenu the following action with respect to West 

Georgia College: first, that we continue to support the rural education 
~~ 

program during this period of/\indecision) 
''r 

~el~hem hold~ their 

third-year program f;iH'lf and thus lose no ground; second, that we urge 

the state leadership to make the two studies listed above. ~ 

III . FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

Recently I v;·as ctiscussing our work at West Georgia College with 

a Georgia educator whose judgment I consider sound. I remarked that we 

may have made a mistake going out to a remote part of Georgia to a small, 

unknown junior college that exerted little influence on the state . My 

conversant disagreed. He said, "In my jucigment, you selected the only 

college in Georgia that could have done the intensive, qualified job 

you were after. West Georgia was the only college that had a faculty 

secure enough to accept and assimilate important1 strong adctil:,ions . It 

v,as the only faculty with a history of county participation upon which 

to build the college and county program we have seen develop there in 

the past five years. It was the only faculty free enough in spirit and 

intellect to risk the kina. of experimenta:M.-on you v:ere, looking for . 11 

Of course, this was good to heQr, particul8p~y becaus~ it con-
7' r· 
l I 

firmed my own belief. But I pressed the point the~J perimentation 
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was one thing and the incorporation of successful experimental practice 

into the full growth of a state program was another. He countered that 

this was true enough end should be encouraged, but that this was the 

concern of the State. Experimentation, he saict, would always have to 
f.d.~\..Ci!. ti •h"' , 

be an important part of ~ sleP•• :iillm~ u1111 1-t, •UAU and WH t~e t~ \<Cc-4 ~ 

concern of an agency such as ours . 

I have been thinking a good deal about this conversation since 

returning to Chicago . It has been a point of reference to which I 
l ' ll J:'-A,•,. i,,,v,. ..... ~;,/,,, " 

1 have returnedfaa I ftWe wri~~en""'9he-ee ~8~ee . If there is justification 
,--.,. .. ~ ~\'W' \t.V"eernl~ c .... eC>f!)ld.__. 
.,. j 11 t :t f il ½w:i:fl~ recommendations Ji t is because t hey possess a large 

element of experimentation, because a number of the proposals have not 

been &ied before, and bec~use if carried out, they can act as blueprints 
[ ,J.-. .. J-:-"°1 ~ ~}£.. -h-.... ~"'~Y - i.,.;;-( ~._. ......... .; ,t,,l_,,.g_ t '-'--' 

for other states. ~ -~£-......~ .... ~; <1L -~ tC-4-c ~ J-t.......?.•4'L•w~ ,~,.,..,..J ~ 
?4.-~ .:~ • .......,.,..,(~ ~ ..!.,._,.,.-"<• .,...,, ,...J ,-c._, ~ ·.Ht~ h,....t .:._.. ~ ... {' 
~ \\ \ \j - \J ' 'l 

Sometimes the criticisi is heard that the rural program of the 

~~+ 
JR.F has placed~ its educational eggs in one basket; namely, lreoreie . 

Our answer to this criticism is that concentration and follow-up bring 

greater gains than diversification spread wide and thin. Perhaps a 

more accurate answer would be that our presence in Georgia is less by 

conscious design than by opportunity. For, in spite of v,ell- lmavm 

reverses, this state has surpassed its southern mighbors in Fnalyzing 

its educational problems and establishing programs of solution. No 

state has better leadership either within the state department of 

education or within its colleges and universities . Therefor e , if we 

continue or expand our efforts in Georgia, we will do so because r.e 

must follow through on a drive, the effects of which are just nov being 

unaerstood, and because within Georgia there is an opportunity that 

/4,, 1 

l[Jj} 
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does not exist elsewhere in the South. In other words , I would 

recommend we stay in Georgia because we are already there, and because 

Georgia wants us. 

There a.re two teacher education ae-encies in Georgia v,i th which 

I believe we can cooperate during the remaining period of the Fund' s 

life . Both represent state-r.ide leadership, both hold the key to 

future teacher education orograms, and 

expansion. One is the Georgia Teacher 

of Educution at.the University. ) 

- • ----4- - -
ia Teacher Education Council 

both t.re on the threshold of 
. C..,.......,..~I 

iducatlonA the other the School 

This Council was formed a few yParS ago through the interest 

rts of the Commission on Teacher Fducation of the American 

Council It has a state-wide representation made up of 

teachers, coun~ super intendents, county supervisors , college, university, 

and state departm~t personnel. Its counterpart for Negro education is 

the Georgia Committee"'-on Cooperation in Teacher Ed.ucation, centering 

around Dean Elder of Atl~a University. The two councils work on 

the same kind of progrrun towa.,;-d a common end, the betterment of the 

schools of Georgia and the personnel serving these schools . Three 

members of the Georgia Teacher Education Council are advisory members 

of the Geor6ia Committee on Cooperation in Teacher Education . Any 

support we might give to one of these groops r.e would give to the 

other. 

"' The Georgia Teacher Eo.ucation Council hPs a fnll-time executive 

secretary who a9pears as a member of the s'taff of tnev-Stat'('Depe.rtment 

' 
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634 st . Nicholas Avenue 
Apartment 3- D 

Mrs .:Hargaret S . Simon 
Juliµs Rosenwald Fund 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Mrs . Simon, 

New York City 
December 6 , 1937 

It is t rue that I had to fall backward down 
the Atlanta University library stairs last winter , 
and I injured myself to the extent that I am 
at home for this first semester . I am neither 
teaching nor studying. I am feeling fine now , and 
am about ~aily tasks . 

Despite all this , I am still a rural - minded 
soul and I find myself going back , in memory , every 
day to Red Oak and all its sister communities in 
the South. It is about this that I want to write . 

J;~rs . Hhi ting and I have just completed a li t tle 
social studies reader fnr small rural schools,par­
ticularly Negro rural schools . The E. P . Dutton 
Company is publishing it in January or February. 
I have three or four other things that v1ill be 
ready soon. 

The Dutton Company wanted some information 
about 1,i:rs . ,1hi ting and mysilf. Along with information 
,a.bout where I am teaching , and my training , ! mentioned 
that I was a mBmber of the Rosenwald Council on 
Rural Education, Now in writing one of the first 
pages of the book , they want to add after my name , 
111.ember of Rosenwald Council on Rural b ducation . " 
Before I give them a definite answer ,will you 
please write and tell me if you and Ur .Embree have 
any objection to this? 

I have had letters from 1,trs . Duncan . She is 
having a great time , and I am so glad. She wrote me the 
funniest letter about some of her wresy1ings in 
11Tests and Me asurements . " 

I 
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I trust that all of you are well , and that the 
rural work is rapidly going forward . I made a 
big speech about Red Oak and rural education 
in the South in Yonkers two weeks ago . I needed 
~,1rs . Duncan near to pull me down , for I found that 
I had talked one hour and fifteen minutes . 

Please remember me to Jv~r . Simon. 

Sincerely yours , 



u L ...., ...sd ~ □ L 
PROGRAM 

Decer.iber 17, 1957 

Dear Mrs. Cannon: We are all shockr>d ru!d dist·essed to 
learn of your accident. What I want 

to know i s ho;, you managed to t&ll backwc.rds . !,e~.·,o it to 
you to do the unusual. 

Of course you must say you are a mem­
ber of the u-nl School Counci1, beci,use you hre. This i s 
ki nd or a bcck- hE~o.ed permis&iou, beca .... se although you are 
and •ill con+.;inue tc- bo i rn•mber of the C•)u-:1.cil , ':l'C? :ire not 
going to L>ivit~ you to this meotingt Jll ,:,f ?thlch sounds 
contrt1.dictory, but c ~ill exolhin. qie nr~ tryL:~: to pull 
into tiw Gounci.l ucetir:gs u.s I:1Uny diffq1•twt :leople as we can 
at var.::.oun tlJ:on. Tn1.s mcM1s oi' co,1.rse t!wt "' ! ~~i'."! to 
leave off perioc· ic1:• lly ~0111e of the :·!:enlr,1.· ,c1::onlt:. . As you 
saw at the ltt.st u0 etin£., we lvl'i too mr.ny pr;opl') t_r1 Mak() a 
ree.lly workable grour. .kt th in meetir.f we are kec-::ing our 
group d.o~n to about thirty, aw:t haw~ invited tlur:..y pcoplll ,vbo 
have 1,ever t.>een to the .eetings belore. w,, hc.ir;~• ·i:,y this 
methot. to cover pver1tua ~ly those peo-,lo ··,ho in .>!l'"! !'[l] or 
another ~b or i-hould be i.r:.t~.t·est~d i n our problems. I am 
sure you ~ill und<u·stand .... iv.t i'.e W'e tryine to uo, and I say 
again you are still a member and will in due course be taken 
back into the fold. 

We are all so t erribly pl e~sed to hear 
about the new book . I am aski ng Dutton to be sure to send 
me a copy e.e &oon a.a it is off the ryress . T111at other things 
are you ple.i,nint, to do? 

The very best greetings from all of 
us to you. 

MSS:McK 

Mrs. E. P. Cannon 
634 St . Ni chol as ATenue 
New York City 

Very truly yours, 
r,\vN 
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Dear Hrs . Simon , 

634 St . Nicholas Avenue 
Apartment 3-D 

rew York City 
December 20 ,1037 

1:any thanJcs for your kind letter of 
December 17th. Thanks , too , for the permission 
and for letting me continue to be a member 
of the Council . 11hile I shall miss being 
present at the next meeting , I think it is 
a splendid thing to invite other interested 
persons in. When there , I always had. a longing 
for numbers of other people ,whom I knew 
were interested and who had'much to contribute , 
to be present and to share in what was said and 
done . I am so glad that 1:r . Banks is invited 
this time . 

Like many a thou~htless creature , I fell 
backwards facing the past and backing into 
the future . I had to laugh at myself , for I 
was talking to a teacher and backin~ toward 
the stairs , v1hen suddenly I reachea. them and 
back I went . I am feel in5 very vrnll now , and I 
plan to return to Atlanta shortly after the 
holidays . 

I have already asked Dutton to send you 
a cop· of the book . It really isn 1 t much , but 
just to get started is sonetLing. ife plan to 
do the t~ing that I nentioned to you before , 
that is , to VJrite a textbook for tea0, in.gin 
small rural schools . 11 e are well on the wa:r with 
this , and if all goes we·ll ,we hope to have it 
completed by ~:ay . Then . I want to a.o some recrea­
tional stories for -rural childrfn• 

:-y husband joins me in Hisbin11; for all of 
you there , a i:erry Christmas , a Happy, :few Year , 
and a Splendid C 0uncil :·ePting1 1,,_' 

ur 

I 
~ - f 

Sincerel:- yours , 

~Q~ 
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~ 
TO ~ 

FROM ERE 

DATE January 2, 1945 

SUBJECT : Rural School Program 

You will remember that at the last Boa.rd meeting there vm.s 
a most stimulating and sympathetic discussion of the Fund ' s rural 
school program. The Uinutes of the meeting report: 

11 • • • •••• The chairman suggested that, even though the Fund ' s 
program in this field is drawing to a close , it might be well to 
consider giving adQitional aid ;.here needed, either to West 
Georgia ana Tuskegee to increase the effectiveness of the programs 
already under way or to the other institutions in a further 
attempt to get a realistic training program for their 
prospective rural teachers." 

This statement of the chairman was heartily accepted by the Bo~rct and 
Mr. \,ale and I have regarded it as a m&.ndate to re-examine tt e program 
in rural education to see Vlhat might be done further to insure results 
from the investments we have made . 

The a t tached memorandum is Mr. Wale's sumnary of our recent 
conversations . Vihen you have read this statement, I suggest an extended 
office conference to bring together our thinking on this topic . 

Attachment 
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TO DAE 

FROM 

DATE 

SUBJECT : 

FGW 

9/10/45 

Personnel Development 

I 

Here is some information on per sonnel development grants for this 
coming year: 

Fort Vall ey State College 

E. C. Harrison: I think you have the information on him. 

Alma Stone : You have the amotmt, and we are getting the address . 
,~ ~ .,;.1 ~ # "" ~r::. e ,J .,. .. 

Tuskegee I nstitute 

Carrie O' Rourke Johnson: She will recei ve $400 a quarter for three 
quarters and $75 to cover the round trip f r om her home to 
New York Uni versi ty. I suggest you make the f i rst check for 
~475. Her address is 2519 - 11th Street, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

Annie Mae Peterson: Ditto. Her address is Route 1 , Box 8,413 , 
Darlington, South Carolina. These two s hould have checks sent 
this week. 

Charles G. Gomil l i on: You have the a.mount for him. I run wr iting t o 
ask if he wants payments made monthly, if the first shoul d r each 
him before he leaves Tuskegee, and f or his Ohio State address. 

J ackson College 

!,:r s . Josephine Scott: You have sent her first payment. She is 
receiving $400 for this fall quarter. I am answering Mr. Reddix ' 
request for i50J by saying that if she gets into troubl~ for her 
to get in touch with me. 

Mrs. Glori a B. Evans: You have the address,o.nd the amount is ~500 a 
quarter for three quarters . 

H. T. Sampson: 
of 1946. 

We have approved $500 for the wi nter and summer quar ter s 
His address is Jackson College. 

Lottie Wi lli ams: We have approved $400 a quarter for three quarters. 
Her addr ess is P. O. BOJC 322, Grenada, Mi ss~ssippi. 

lUJJ 



¥lest Georgia College 

Evelyn Smith: We have approved $450 a quarter for three quarters 
for her to New York University. The first payment has been 
sent. You will get her ~ew York address later. 

J . Lamar Barfoot: I have studied his needs a little more carefully 
since we talked and I am approving to the West Georgia faculty 
committ ee a grant of $1800 for three quarters. I think a 
check for i600 for the first quarter should go to him this week 
and sent to Carrollton, Georgia - Route 2. 

Coralice Fears: I have received a letter this morning from Dag 
saying that she will not go off to study this year, so let's 
remove her from the list. 

Mrs. McGiboney: ~e approved a small grant to her to travel, but she 
will not need it for a little while. I am writing Dag for 
her name. 

Miscellaneous 

John Cook: A letter from him this morning clears up his case. He 
will study two quarters this year at the University of Georgia 
in Athens and has sent in a request for t500 for the first quarter, 
which should be sent this week. His address is: J . H. Cook, 
Coordinator of Teacher Education, State Department of Education, 
State Office Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia. 



TO 

FROM 

DATE 

SUBJECT : 

FGW 

November 25 , 1941 

Proposals for extending the program in rural education 

A number of proposals for the extension of our program in 
rural education have been in my mind lately. Three of them have 
jelled enough to appear as preliminary statements. They are 
offered as suggestions which may be acted upon immediately or as 
items in an agenda for the first meeting of our round table of nine 
consultants. 

First, I return with new convicti on to the belief that 
the most important singl e act which will affect southern education 
is the passage of a federal equalization bill. This bill will build 
better buildings , increase salaries, raise the quality of teaching. 
For just as it is not possible to raise the standard of living of 
the workers without first raising their wages , so in part the 
quality of teaching in the common school s of t he rural South is de­
pendent upon an increase in teacher salaries . 

In part, also, this quality is dependent upon better work­
ing conditions. At least once a ~onth we get a letter f rom a county 
superintendent asking if we have any idea of the deplorable condi­
tion of t he schools in his county. He is powerless to effect a 
change and often is surprised and hurt when he realizes our i nability 
to help him. It seems harsh to have to say to him t hat his only 
chance is f r om federal resources, but that is the fact . Occasion­
ally I r eturn to the figures and each time I get a shock to learn 
that if the South spent every taxable penny on its school s , they 
would still need $9,000, 000 annually to bring the cost per southern 
child up to the national average; and the national average i s less 
than hal f what it is in Bronxville , Glencoe , Winnetka, Berkeley. 

I n addition to salaries and better schoolhouses , federal 
aid will affect the numbers and quality of books, other teaching 
material and, as important as anything, the teacher educati on 
institution. This is important if the region is going to adopt 
generally those gains being made at such places as West Georgia 
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College and Fort Valley. The officers of t he Fund, therefore, 
should have major interest in the passage of a federal bill, and 
the South more than any other section of t he country. 

Any discussion of these matters I have had thus far 
with southern leaders, has been from this point of reasoning: 
Is there any way that the Rosenwald Fund might stimulate an exist­
ing organization, say the Governors' Counsel, to take action on 
this problem? This approach, however, borders on the political 
and that was never my intention. I now approach it from a 
different angle. This problem should be the concern of the men 
and women in the schools of education in the thirteen south­
eastern states; men such as Harold Benjamin at the University of 
Maryland, Carson Ryan at Chapel Hill, Mildred English at Georgia 
State College for Women, Grice at Charleston. For them to con­
tinue in their present direction, concerned only with the 
preparation of young men and women for teaching positions , is a 
program as one-sided as the work of the labor leader who spent 
all his time developing apprentices and ignored the fundamentals 
of wages, hours, and condition of employment. An association of 
the more alert minds in the profession should be the best 
machinery for driving home the arguments for federal aid to 
southern education. 

If this proposal has merit , then from the outset it must 
be understood that the purpose of the association is a program of 
action not of debate. This program should be simple and direct . 
The association should have at least one paid staff member whose 
main job would be to keep the membership active and coordinated. 

The main drive of the association would be to bombard 
the southeast area with the facts regarding present educational 
conditions . It would be a regional fact-finding body, if you 
like. Here are a few suggestions. 

1. The South needs the stimulus that would come from a 
dramatic documentary film on rural education. 

2 . Radio stations with sustaining quarter hours are 
searching for good programs. The Department of the 
Interior has just completed a successful experiment in 
this field in the Central Valley Project of California. 
Schools, colleges, radio stations under direction from 
the Department,sponsored competition all over the 
state, conducted broadcasts. In one year public 
opinion, which formerly had threatened to destroy this 



500 mile long project serving a million and a quarter 
people, became informed, intelligent, aroused. Now 

. the success of the Central Valley Project is assured. 

J . The forcefulness of the sixty-page pamphlet of the 
President's Report on Southern Economic Conditions has 
long been recognized. This method of presenting the 
facts for the whole area could be employed with 
equal intensity in the· local scene. West Geor gia 
College should take this study and r ewrite it to docu­
ment northwest Georgia. This could be done over the 
entire region; without expense, students doing the re­
search, writing, publishing. 

-3-

4. A bureau of unpaid lecturers, forum discussion leaders, 
should be developed. There should be a bureau for 
every teacher education institution. For example, 
faculty from West Georgia College would be on call at 
any time to speak before county groups, high school 
students, teachers, or laymen on this subject of federal 
aid. 

The second proposal I have to make is also not new. We 
have been talking about it for some time and I throw it in for dis­
cussion now, more sure than ever that it should be carried out. 

We should find two counties in the South and develop in 
them demonstrations of health, education, and agriculture . Carroll 
County seems a good suggestion, as soon as we knov, the outcome of 
the next election. The other county would be in Alabama, Mississippi, 
or a parish in Louisiana. 

I suggest Carroll County at this time, rather than Greene 
County, because we are developi ng there some outstanding people in 
education, because of the progress in some rural communities, and 
because of the rapport between Mr . Ingram, his college , and lay 
groups • We may want to rethink this , however . Carroll County is 
very large. It has no outstanding accomplishments in health or 
agri culture, such as Greene County can boast. 

1. The object of this program in health would be to rid the 
county of tuberculosis , venereal diseases, melaria, 
pellagra, hookworm, and to do it in such a demonstrational 
way t hat any county, with state and federal aid, could do 
the same. This program would not stop here, but through 
the joint auspices of the Rosenwald Fund, the U.S. 
Public Health Service , and the Farm Securiuy Administra­
tion would set down blueprints to btiild jSolutions to the 
problem of rural dentistry, hospitalizatn.pn", and medical 
care . J!J 



2. The object in education would be (a) to have a good 
school in every community, white and Negro; (b) to 
raise the quality of the men and women teaching in 
the schools . This latter would be done through insti­
tutes , summer programs, and throughout the year by 
consultation under the sponsorship of the college, 
county superintendent, and county supervisor. 

3. The object in agriculture would be to work with the 
leaders of the rural rehabilitation division of the 
FSA, the Soil Conser vation Service, and other federal 
agencies to bring about change in such matters as the 
one-crop system, land ownership, farm credit, rural 
housing, rural electr ification, and all other matters 
which have to do with rural security and better living 
conditions . 
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The third proposal I have to make is that we should 
seriously consider further support of the Southeastern Cooperative 
Association. We do not need to apologize for giving the co­
operative movement a lift . Cooperatives are no l onger contro­
versial. I t is certainly a less radical move t han developing 
trade union leaders . Both Republican and Democratic parties en­
dorsed cooperatives several years ago. 

The cooperative movement as one answer to the economic 
ills of the South is apparent . Equally apparent is the fact that 
we should support it where its course runs parallel to our interests 
in education. We would not be justified, perhaps, in helping a 
longshoreman' s union in New Orleans start a consumer ' s co-op store . 
We probabl y ought not to help Montgomery residents establish a 
co- op gas station. I do think, however, we should give immediate 
attention to the rural cooperatives such as Yeomans has started at 
Tallapoosa, and this fall at Sand Hill. The cooperative at 
Tallapoosa has been going a year, was based on study groups, and 
had an active canning program this summer . On November 10, follow­
ing several months of study the Sand Hill Cooperative Cannery Asso­
ciation was organized, bringing together, in addition to Sand Hill, 
the communities of Wayside, Shady Grove, Elizabeth Harris, Hewl ett, 
Hickory Level, and Oak Mountain . This association is applying for 
a charter under the Georgia Marketing Act. 

There are two kinds of cooperatives in the South, one 
sponsored by the federal government through the Department of 
Agriculture and for t he most part dictated to from above by federal 
employees . The other, the Tallapoosa type. An exa,nple of the 
federal kind is Cumberland Homesteads , where a handful of people 



26. 

27. 

28. 

Cooperation through local authorit1ee 

Financing on a descending scale 

Soiae pr?bleme relating tos 

a. Institutional reputation from being known ae a training center 
for rural teachers 

b. Inadequate tie-up of school end rurel l ife 
c. Inadequate practice teaching 
d. Traditionalism in curricula 

curricula unif?rm1ty enforced by states 
e. Desire to be four-ye~r schools and to train all kinds of teachers 
t. Inadequate pay for rural t eachero 
g. Rural life inodequaeies - living, recrention, etc. 
h. Result& ot observations of and visits to normal schools in 

several eta.tea 
i. Inability to get college faculty into rural schools 

(Grambling plan) 

29. Some things which seem to have emerged and seem to be valuable 

•• The Grambling traveling unit idea 
i• Curriculum l aboratory for ru1'.'al mflteriala. Plsn at Grambling 

and Carrollton 
c. Rural pr~ctioo schools 
d. Rural Life Arts cour~e at Carrollton 

Deprofeaeionalizing agriculture, H.E., etc. 
e. Re-evaluation of state pr ograQB of :rural education. 

-1-
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I would like to swaarise tor you SOiie of the actidt1es ot the Geor&ia 
teacher Education Council and ot the School of EdUoa.tion at Athene which 
I aa planning to help thea with, illllediately or 1n the near future. 

The Superyiaotx; Training Progry 

You will recall that tor the past two years we baYe helped the 
Council. to train superrl.sora, white and Negro, for a year and 
that we ha•• .~ut into it approxill8tely tb,vOO a year. 'fheee 
young woaeo haYe enrolled tor a full twelye 110ntbo at Athene and 
at Atlanta University, spending consid.erable U.e 1n the t1el.d and 
having their full training period be one ot continuous study 
•1 thou t break. 

Our grant to this prograa has been chiefly in the nature or an 
individual. scholarship tor living expenses to each student. f.uring 
the past year the direotora or this work haTe been concerned with 
h&Ying the entire coat taken over bT the state and haTe eTolYad a 
plan which aeeaa to ae not only aatiafacto?7 froa this point or 
view but also 1n line with what I th.ink is good training. (It can 
be said to be an adaptation of Antioch's ~yatem of work and study. ) 
We shall, howt.ver, haTe to help th• one more 7ear, but at, a 
reduced cost per student 1n training. 

Their plan 1n a word is thie. On June 15, a &.iven county super­
intendent hires a well-recosended younr, 1fOIWl to be his county 
supervisor on a proTisionol certiticate. She Will be a.aaigned to 
hi• and his county in this capacity for a period ot 15 aontua, or 
five school quarters - from June 15, 1945, for example, throu&h 
Septeaber 15, 1946. During three or these five quarters, sh• will 
be under t.he direct1on of the COWlcil's program and cannot be paid 
bys te funde as a provisional superrlsor, but the other two of 
the fiTe quart.era she will be work.ing as a provisional auperrlaor 
or thet:ounty to which ah• is uaigned at a aalary of 1150 a 11e>nth. 
During these two periods when she will be receiving a salary-, she 
will be clos~ superrlsad and counselled by staff aeabers worJdnc 
in the tiel.d out of the university. Tb.e five quart~:rs will be 
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planned something like thiaa 

Suma.er quarter of 1945 •• •••• • •••••• •• In training 
Fall quarter of 1945-46 • •• •••••• •• • •• Working under ~~perviaion 

in assigned county (receives aal.ary) 
Winter quarter of 1945-46 ••• ••• •• • ••• In training 
Spring quarter of 1945-46 ••• ••• ••• • • • Working under supervision 

in assigned county (receives salary) 
Suaaer quarter of 1946 • ••• •••• •• •• ••• In trailµng 

Although the young woman at the end of the fiv-e quarters will receive 
a full supervisor's rating, and probably an ■.A. from her university, 
and a stlary of $2400 a year, the truth is that those who are en­
rolling potential supervisors find that only the stoutest of hearte 
are ready to enter the ~rograa. Many are ch&.llenged by the offer 
but discover that what aeeaa to be at first glance a generous 
sa1a.ry, Judged by the general wage scal.e for educators, tu.ms out 
to be otherwise when they realize that it includes travel costs and 
the purchase of ~ automobile. In spite of this, however, John Cook, 
executive secretary for the Council, and Dean Eldet; with Robert 
Cousins's assistance, have reasonable assurance of finding 20 white 
and 10 Negro women to take t his training. 

I have tol d them thnt I would help them this year r1t approving a 
grant or $200 for each candidate, wi th the understanding that tb.1• 
will be our fin.al. contribution to this particular phase of supervisory 
program.<ffit 

The supervisory training progrq has been under the gi~idance ot 
Kiss Jane Franseth, who has spent full time both directing the 
prograa on campus and aleo rlsiting the young 1JOaen when they were 
out in tlie field studying at such places as Carroll County. Because 
the numbers have not been over a dozen the last two years, this haa 
not been more than lliaa Franaeth could do. If, howeYer, t he can­
di datee in training next year are as aany as 20, and if, as the 
Council contemplates, two of the five quarters of work ri.ll. have to 
be supervised 1n 20 counties through the state, it mec.ne th-'t Miss 
Franseth will need some assistance. They haYe tentatively chosen 
a young woman, a former county superviaor, to help her with this 
work, a person I think well qualified. I aa planning to help thea 
bring lliss Nell Winn to the program either by paying all or part 
of her salary, with the understanding that it is tor one year al.one. 
(111.ss Franseth has been and will continue to be paid out of the 
UniYersity 0£ Georgia budget. ) 
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Thia means a total or approxiaately $9,000 to this program of 
supervision this year. I consider it important and necessary in 
order to get the Council and the str.te prograa started on what 
sena to be a fairly permanent prograa or auperrl.so7-1 training. 
In making approval to the Council, I shall record to them orally 
and in writing thnt this ie the laet year we can help with this 
part of their work. I aake this condition, not becauee or any 
o._oubt which I haTe concerning their prograa (in fact, l 8ll aore 
!,,<>Sitive about it todq than I was two years ago when we be"an to 
help), but because I beliGve that they can and will find way• to 
absorb this grant froa 110re permanent sources. 

SnpAr Workshopa 

The Council is running betw6tn 10 - 15 workshops this 8Ualller at 
county centers. llost of tho expense of these workshops will be 
carried by the teachere who are enrolled. E.ach workahop will haYe 
3 - 4 leaders paid out or these funds. The aTerage amount that 
can be paid to thea is about ~JOO. This will brine local Georgia 
people, but it will not attract people f'roa out.aide the state. At 
the request ot John Cook, Ins able to find a nu■ber of unuBUally 
tood people to help him as c'11.rectors or specialists in art, 11.usic, 
and other fields ana I haTe agreed to pay the aup~le111.ent needed 
aboTe the $300 to bring the individual.a to Georgia. In eoae cases 

" • thi1 ia flOO; in others i200. I am not sure what the total 1• 
going to be, probab~ t1.ooo to $1500. I will get more definite 
information on it when I aa south later in the 110nth. I doubt 
whether it will be neoeHar;y to help with thi• another year wt I 
belleYe we ahould eive t hie mch encour&.guant to the state in ita 
attempt to broaden thie in-service prograa b~ taking 1 t oft the 
cupue into the county. 

The Cgpjt.tee OQ ll&t,r;\•J• 

.For so• ti.lie I baYe been enger to eee the Council take seriously 
the Job of investigating anc. prorldir.g better aateriale tor all the , .• 
schools of Georgia. I aa not sure how far I aa getting with thea but 
I aa certain that it is an iaportant part or th• work. Perhaps the 
most deteraining factor in the etfectiTen••• or this oollmittee 1f1ll 
be the peraon engaced ns executive eecretaey. This may be llrs. Bernice 
Brown llcCulloch of ililledgeville, and I have agreed to pay the salary 
of Mrs. McCul.locb to work on a specific project for the Comit tee 
during the Sllaler J110nths. Du.ring that ti.H it aay be learned whether 
she has the proper qualifications for a full- ti.Ile person. If it 
turn• out that she shoul.d be engaged peraanent4 as the executi ve 
secretary, I a y recoJaend that we make a grant to t.he Counci l for 
t his work. This, I 1f1ll. be better aLle to see as the 1JUJ111er aontha 
go by. 
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furnl Education I ) \ l ~ 

I went south on mJ' last visit, J an. ~o - Feb. ll, to explore 

current. p .. 'Ot,;,rru.!s and i'ut ure airoctious in education. J.tost of t.'1a t."o 

week•· l"C.S spent in Gcor~ia. This is u. re1-'<>rt in some detail or how 

things l ook t r on t,his point a; oi th.1a du te. 

A.e CSJ ll'Ould aay, "You ce.n' t develop en educe. tiomu. progrw1;_ in 

£ vacu~." l be~in theretore with certain eoclo-econom1c-p~l1tico ( l ) 

trendr-i that I found or t hought I found i n GeoriiD,. Some of these rr,vy 

be 1nore so now t~.n they lfcre a oont h ago. .:3omo l ess. Some wght no t 

hr.ve been at all, for I ht rdly conaider nzy-eeli a trainee.:. rcse.lrc:1. vork(Jr 

in this field. 

l. Gove!"Ilor Aranll hoe. surprlsed hi:, friP.nc.h, and his eriemie:, . b e 
:guiding st.fa by lihioh he haJ r.teered hiu C..norc1a rhi p of :it nt e 
has been the l;atiow.u. A 1.mi,J.atr(lt ion. Hn i1a 1> bet.n f'.Ji;treesi.ve 
on a:ziny u:1,?1>t"'u.l • i::;, ue;o (u, o ..... .ilnr • tt the t 7nic~l Georc i m1) 1 
prison .:elo!'.1, o.:.l t -·, . .,.l ce., home rule 1'o-. the locf'.J. Georgia 
oocununltiet . l:io ~.:.de c1.li'lic 1;ert1.:.in t.alcerars h;j cent ~,o !::ena.torJ:J 
George and lv.rnsell ur" ing the'." not to t, ).: ..• the lo..w ugenciee out 
of the Dep!>rtr ,mt Gf C ~r.! HL ri c. ... :in,, lu~ their votes in t'nvor 
of Wullnce ~.., th._. n • t err~ -.!'. 

2. T•o interpretu.tic-n c►f his ccticms c.re cur1·ent in the a~ .. tc . 
Heither credit hir.: •• ~ t 'a uoln£ • Teformcd or confirced llbore.l .• 
&th conoider him polit.icall~ cu·1)i tioua. 'lbe r~t (·1·~1~ 0.; .. c.ro~d 
r.nd other con&erv :tiveo and rf.:a.ctionaries) oa7 h::l hr oold ~u~ to 
northern pressure in return fer ,. poosi l.)le ca'oh1et Job - t.h~ po::;t 
of Attorne} Gcne~ai . The l eft (l•bor, ~iber~~chutch on~ other 
ci vic ler.ders) say Geor91ia hr:s ,, -,7():(l .fOl/'Whl"ti- <ler h1u with ~any 
l onr. overdue reforms, but thut h.e is .still ~ $..1Ch tho repr~· e.:i­
tat i ve of co:isorv i t !.v0, big buGineas int.re:J Jlha vcr. 
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J. Amall will be governor through l 946 {unleas he aocepte a 
Washington appointment, in which ca•e a "not-too-bnd.11 

Lieutenant Governor will truce hie place) . He will not, run 
agu1n unless he is drafted by a liberal-reform group. '.fhis 
is moot unlikely. The currl!nt ~uess 1s th .... t hu. will rwi 

&.gainst Senator George in the 1946 prim3.ries {and probably 
be beaten). 

4, There is mch speculat1oa , rumor, and if-talk in Georgia 
polltica• wt on one item all tbe dopo•ters agreei Eugene 
Tal:nudt,;o 1'1.ll run f or covernor 1.-1 the primaries of 1946. 
With tho removal of the poll tu requirement, Talmadge1s 
ohance~ of election BM!! enu.m better th!>.n e"Ver. (He was 
astute enough to get on the anti-poll tax bandwaaon during 
the last bourn of +.he fii,'.ht. Some quarters affirt'l thnt he, 
ra~r than Arnall, deserves credit for extending the 
frf>..r,ohi se, ) 

5. The crowd around llrnri.ll. are r eportedly pl~cin& their hopes 
on ex- ~overnor f.d River&i as the on47' man to beat Talmadge. 
They adrnt he discredited hi111i:,elr <luring his last term but 
t hey point out thL t when he first came to of'floe, •he waa 
th• best sovernor Ceorbin ever h~1" . fh~y ~dudt Tt.lroatlge 
as a dangerous opponent who will be elected if he 1B opposed 
by mora ttlfill one candid:?te. 'l'l-ioy c..1·e o.ovive, th~rafol.'e, in 
suppreseing the wnbitione of otber is ttho may want to throw 
1n t..heir huto, M,oog U'horn Repreoen~tivo Ifo.rris, Speliker 
ot tho House, is the most likely aspirant. 

6 . Organized labor (CIO-PAC) and other li\>erul fo1·ccu1 iu Georgia 
are not yet s~ron~ cnot..f3h to run ~ ct.nci.i<u.i.t&. 

7. On tho ne1repaper front, the Atlanta JournM co.itiuues its 
course of "responoible reporting•. It exercieeo a stea~..,ying 
influenoe. The C9ns:M\utio9, purti.ct.ta-.Ly on its edi toria1 
pa&e, shows increasing conservatis~ (anti-union, pro-traditional 
South, anti-J nllaoe> pro-Jesse Joueu} . '.f'his corue6 during 
Ralph McGill's absence overseas. 

8. tax- Governor Talmadse' s paper, T,h Stategan. 1s enjoying 
continued and extended circulation end iu.keo its appeal 1n 
the se.me old mi.y. Ever-, issue attaCk:e the Hosenwald Fund. 
Ref erence 1a freq_uently made to "n teacher by the notne ot 
L,ooldng". A current 1:irue ste.tes that M.arylin Kaemmerle of 
Will1nm and &tary Collage was sent south "by some Rosenwald 
Fund•. The same iewe concludes that tho JRF sent "Cousin" 
Ralph McGill, s s T.,l 1-,,l.;e cnlle him, ov-erseaa to "fill up 
end come bnck with more Negro ideas than, •ver", In bold 
caps Talmadce' s edit.or1al detnands that "';;;_ .... ROSEln1ALD FUND 
SF.Im HIM TO AFRICA AND TELL HIM TO ~'T.AX ~II. Ill.oh 
publicity is given in The Statespu;n (front page story and 

t. ' 
ti~A 
HlJtl) 



-3 

b!'l.clc. poge pQio advertisement) to a recent ,.ru'bllcatlon, l,et' a 
Keep ;tbe u, s , f•h1te. by John Irwin of i',jandersville, C-eorgia, 
•ho says th.st Goorgin wst combat the propngenda of college 
pi-ofessors, ministers, Heero editors, union lnborites, and. 
Jna. PiJ.blicity is also ~ing given through '1'.he StateUWUl 
to the BJ'O•th of the latest "native t'Ascist11 party, the 
C0t1moner, with headquarters in Conyers; Geor£ia. Some may 
e~ that these are merefy "aigu6 of +,.ho times", evidence$ of 
t,!r0wing pains, or the ravings of the idiotic fringe . Others, 
rer:-.embering the course of Germen history through the 19~01 a 
~ud Alftertca• a inclination to discount the mad houeepointer, 
•atch the gr011th of these threats wit h 1ncr6asing concern. 

Eduoato , ·3 in Georgia, when asked to consider t he poli ticnl 

trends or the next few years nnd !/hat implic~tions they ~~Y huYe for 

education, confess tht>. t the future is somewhat of a gc.mble. Hov·ever, 

t hey know what their i:ir~edie.te course must be. The leadership (wh1oh 

inclueeo such men ~s Kenneth ~i lliOllle, de&r. of the School of Education 

at the Univer~ity, a nu~bcr of college pr~~icent s , imd certain stute 

depnrtmcnt of educnt1on officiol.e) is reeolvod to rr,oye forward with 

the ee.me forthrightnes• as if the security or a progresaive program 

wero E;Uarant~ld for all time. They believe that any action short of 

this would label tllem o.s careor1ots, oorr- coricerned with tb.&ir jobs 

t.l-tnn the educntiono.l welfare of the a :.t.te. ·?hey believe tho t ir..es call 

f or concerted, cooperative action, not c~utioup ate.naing on th~ sidelines 

wdtin& to see 'FfhO will be driving what Land-.agon. 

Perha.ui I o·veruti te the Ot:.£.e for the Geort;ia leac.ership. Some 

might say I was &U,ilty or ,oishful thinkin&. Perhaps eo. C(lrta!nly 

c&utioue r ather than aggressive, philosophical rather than active, are 

the 11r-ords to uoei in describing somo of the men in pl.4000 of truct. It 

is t1·ao. nevertheless th&t i n spite ot til.is 1nn~t.e t1midlty in men to be 

everlGstingly lookin: befora be leap~, the Ceorgia reccrd during tb.e 

pa.st t n years in thoee matters thut 

rather than v:01·ds . 

.:me of action 
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Let U! review for a moQent our p~st relaUonsnip •1th the et.ate 

or Georgia. During the life of the Jfund theH are the programs we have 

sup:-,ortedt 

l. Schoolhouse building program 

~. l::ichool boolcn through our library service 

3. Trainlns of white county supervisors at Statesboro and 
Athens {pre-Tn.lmndge) 

4. Training of' •hi te and Nesro county supervisore through the 
Georgia Teacher Education Couno11 (current) 

5. Support to programs of Fort Valley e.nd West Geor&ia College, 
includinf development of' faculty nnd student personnel and 
the ffl'iting of materials for rurnl ohildran and teachers. 

Tb.13 last 1 tem ha8 been our r11ajor concern in Georgia durin1 

the pest five years. Let ue examine it n little more olooely'. 

F~rt V~J\ev State College 

Our first grant to Fort Vnl.ley wao ma.a.e in 19.39-40. It wo.s for 

~50,000. The Georgia Board of ReeMts gnYi., $~1,00v that ye!\r• Title 

current year, 1944-45, our grant is l:23,000, while the State's is ~J,000. 

There now remains t25,000 1n our oi-iginiil allocation. We ex:;ect 

thut half or this will be used during 1945-46, and ttb.lf du.ring 1946-47. 

Tb.ere io every indication th.t.t the !Joa.rd of Mgenta iutenos to 

continue ita support of Fort Valley and probeb.l.J to increase its bud&et 

!lext year. If the Federal .I.id bill goes tbrou_&h,, Doctor Bond will have 

!'!!!pl~ funds to do all. that ho plans. 

On this ls.st trip I visited three rural schools of Peach Couty, 

There are signs that the new 3Upcrvisor is more able than her pradecesoor. 

Aluo there is some reason to belleTe tbe.t the Jamp/~liculty is aore 
t[]' ,, 
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concerned w1 th the rural progr11t1. 1'1-. lll.anohot, the dEi&n or the 

Colloce, went wt th me for a .:.econ<l t iru6 to vial t t.'1eae acho~lD and 

aiscusaed the ~it.u~tion fo1· two hour5 a.ttnr ~e bed ro~~me>d. ~ the 

1£ 1 t were simply a matter of unclersto.ndir.g the depondence or 

a teachere college upou tba surrounding countrytJide, Fort Valley- would 

at.and at the top. It huo 1te.ted it.a caao on paper e.bout ns ol ilarly 

as anyone. To translate u: derata..'lding on paper into action 1n a C!:>unty­

is quite 8.!l.Otber m.:1ttcr a.'1.d one th.-:.t seemo to g1va the l"ort iolll!:, 

faculty moro trouble than anyt.h1n6 elee. Scae mitbt sa.y the reason 

for this 1a that every.1:"1., la to.) bu.sy :i-:ling evei7th-1nc el:ae . I m:ttl d 

aueea thet this were the 1· .. sult, rather Umn the rc,.,.~on. The r oaE•?n 

is that up to this time, they haYe been convinced on the ton~eo but 

not in their hea.rt.e . ,,'hen thi,s coroc,s , we'll :SH somo ,.ctior1, but not 

until then. 

Jar recowieadetion 1» tbcd; ·we think of ,10 moro i\uid1 for Fort 

Valley than those remtdnin~ iu Ule ori in~ ,r.e.nt • 

. st Georgin Collee• 
Our first grant to West Goor i i a Colleee was made in 1937- 38 for 

14,000. The St1.t • th&.t year gave ;.34,000. In 1940-41 Tie uindc our 

l&rgeat grant, 25,000. 'fhe State that year ,a.ve t43, ~00. 

Our current t r~~t, 1944-45, to west ~eor61a ic for $151000, 

while the State haa contributed ,64,U0. '!hus YJt: •"" th t at both 

fort Valley- o.nd ~••t Ueorgia Coll~ge, in spite o! the vnr, the Regent s 

have incroneed their annual appropriations ~i we hav~ decrenaed oura. 

There now rei:urlna 1n our final all.oc~tion 

.. 10 , 000 will be 84l'marked tor 1945-46, and 
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There is no question in our minds but that West Georgia College 

baa made a remarkable contribution to teacher education during the 

past fiYe yenrs . Thie is not the ?lace to document this statement. 

There ere several publications and more to come that bear tbis out. 

Furthermore the at.ate lee.dership tuU;r recognizes this fact, endence 
it 

of which/has seen f'rotl prolonted visits to Carroll County. It is 

unfortunate therefore that wen Doctor i'iorke tiade his report to the 

Regents in 1943, no recognition was given to the prosre,m of West Georgia 

College. 1he only reference to the College was as follo•sa 

WEven thou,;b the number of students prepared tor 
elementiu-y teaching at the University, Georgia 
State College for l'tomen, and Georgia Teachers 
Collete is increased, it seems apparent that, f'or 
the time being at least, these units will not be 
able to meet the total demand for eleiaent.ary 
teachers. It is not reco.rmnendec.., hoflever, tho.t 
the Junior college units of the System all continue 
to prepare teachers. Thio work should be carried 
on at •1est Georgie. College and Georgia Southwestern 
College, but shoul.a be discontinued at ~orth Georgia 
College, Middle Georgid Colleee, nnd South Georgia 
College. For the time being, \'";est Georgie College 
should continue its three-year ; ro&ram and Georgia 
Southwestern College its two-year program tor the 
prepo.ration of elementary teachers. \'ihen the Su.te 
Board ot Eduoation puta the four-year requirement 
into effect tbe situ6ltion will have to be re-examined 
from the point of view of whether or not the existing 
four-year institutions can at that titne meet the 
demand tor elementu.ry teacher$•" 

lt 1s true that the Regents cannot make neet Georgia College a 

f'our-yenr teacher truning inet1 tution today, but they onn do two things 

now tho.t trill aid th.ea 1.n the decision when the proper time come,, 

l. They ct.1n examine the whol.e problom of the supply and proper 
training of teachere in a postwar Georgia. It is estimr.ted 
that of the 1.500 teachers now employed in - the · state·, 
more thc,.n, half should be replaoe4 at once rlt tro.~d 
qualified personnel. 



2. They can examine the program at neet Georgia College with 
the belief in mind that if it is oound it will be raised 
to the four-yeer level to help the state solve the aerioue 
shortage that a e~..reful survey will undoubtedly uncovor. 

It is our thought tht1t the "l'torks survey• could ba.·H made one 

or both of tbeee examinationo. Failing this, it should at least have 

u. ed the DOard of Regents itself to l\clce tho study. 

I would recownenJ the following action with respect to West 

Geor,1a College; fir&t, thet we continue to support the rural education 

progres.m during this period of indecieion. Help them hold on to their 

third-year program group tind thus lose no ground; second, that we urge 

the etate leadership to t.ake the two studies listed above. (Some 

recol!lmendation concerning th1e a,?ps .. rs under the next oeotion.) 

IIi, F"uTURE DIRECTIONS 

Recently I was discussing our work at Best Georgia College with 

~ Georgia educator whose judgment I consider sound. I remarked that we 

mo.y have nmde o. mistake going out to a re111ote p(U't of Georgia to a small, 

unknown junior college that exerted little influence on the state. J.ty 

conversant clleagreed. He said, 11In my juat,mentt you selected the only 

college in Gcort1a that could have done the intensive, qualified job 

you were after. West Georgia was the only college thnt had u faculty 

secure enough to accept and assimilate important stront additi ons. It 

was the only faculty with a history of county participution upon which 

to build the college and county proaram we have seen develop there 1n 

the past five years. It was the only faoulty free enough in spirit and 

intellect to risk the kind of experir.1enut1on you were- looking fo •" 

Of course, this was good to hear, pa?"tticul~ ly because it con-
j ~ 

firmed my o,m belief. But I pressed the point th ~~perimentatio~ 
, 
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wns one thing and the incorporation or successful experimental practice 

into tho full crowth of a state program was ®ot.her. He countered that 

thio was true enough nnd ehould be encouraged, but thr.t this v11e the 

concern of the Sto.te. Experimentation, he said, would alway& have to 

be on important part of any endeavor that wasn't sto.tio end was the 

concern of ~n agency such as ours. 

I have been thinking a good deal about this conversation since 

returning to Chioago. lt hnu been a point of reference to which I 

have returned ao I have written these paseo. If there 1a juetif1oat1on 

in the following reco1:u:1endations, it is bec~use they possess n large 

element of experimento.tion, because a number of the proposals have not 

been tried before, nnd because if carried out, they CMl not as blueprints 

for other st&tes. 

SoQetimes the c~iticiso is heard thnt the rural progrru:i. of the 

J hF hae ple.oe<l all i t :-1 eduoo. tiono.l egt;s in one tnskot; ru:.i::ely, Geor"ia. 

Our answer to th18 criticism io thnt concentration and follow- up bring 

greater gnins then d1vers1f1oat1on spread wide and thin. Perhaps a 

~.ore accur~te answer would be thst our preoenoe 1n Geort1li is les8 by 

consc1.ouv design than by opportunity. For, in s9ite or well-known 

rever~es, this etute ha.e 5Urpc.s~ed 1 ts southern m ighbore in nne.lydng 

its educational probleL'lB a.nd est.ablishinG prosrams ot eolution. No 

etate has better leadership oith~~ within the state department of 

education or within its colleges and universities. Therefore, if we 

cont1nu~ or expand our efforto in Georgia, we l'lill no so because f!e 

mist follo~ t.~rough on u drive, the effects of which nre Just now being 

understood, and beco.uoe within Georgie there is an opportunity that 



does not exist elsewhere in the Sout.~. In other •ords, I woulci 

reoonur.oud we stlly in Georgia. becauno we are already there, and because 

Georgia wants us. 

There are t'ifo teacher education agencies in Georgia nth which 

I believe we can coo,)cr ate during the rotaai.-iing po~iod o! thu Fund' 1 

li£9. Both represent state- witte loadereh1p, both hold the key to 

future teacher eduon tion ,,rogranis, a.··v1 both ure on th~ threallold of 

expansion. D:le 1$ the Georgi a Te~chor ~ucation, the other the School 

of Education at t.~e Ouiveroit7. 

I,he Georgia Teacher Education council 
This Council was formed a few years ago through the interest 

and efforts of the Con:.mission on Teacher Fducet1on of the American 

Council on Education. It has a st~te-wide representation made up of 

teachers, county superintendents, county &upervisors, college, university, 

and etat.e departnent personnel. Ito counterpart for Negro education is 

the Georgia Comittee on Cooperation in Teacher Education, centering 

o.round Dean Elder of Atlanta Un1Ters1ty. The two councils work on 

the same kind of progrmn toward a common end, the betterment of the 

schools of Georgia and the personnel s~rving theae schools. Three 

membero of the Georgia Teacher Education Council are advisory members 

of the Georgia Committee on Cooperation in Teacher Education. Any 

support we mieht give to one of these groups we would give to the 

other. 

The Georgia Teacher Eduoa~ion Council has a full-time executive 

secretary who appears ll.5 a member of the staff of tl\tl' -S t.ate :,EJpar\.lleht 



of Ecluc·ltion. Ha :,pends hie time executing the 1,rogrnma &ponsored 

by the Council. 

The Cou.-icil has brought wgether the men e..-id women of the 
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state who exerci3e leader$hip in teacher education. Tho central body 

and the col!lJDitteeo thtt !Unction under it have mnde ~n important 

beginnin&, provin& tha.t ths various parts or a. program ,rhich other-wiee 

I'light be suspiciouD or jealous can work together ae a whole. The 

Council has m!!.de P. good st!lrt. It haa esta.bllshed an excellent graduate 

year for the eduoat1on of county supervieore. It hae set up ten 

summer ~orksho,s for. the in-service trainint of teachers to be held 

Nit.liin ~eir o~n counMea this uu.i:wer. It has made a. start on a 

st,,.1d:; or tho muterio.la non in t.tEe in ita schools. There is much left 

to be done, however, and it is townrd this end th~t I believe we should 

work. The following li~t of projects indicate the direction 1n which 

the Couno11 mu~t go if it iD w b~ etrectiv8 during tbe next five to 

possiblo, and thot we aup~rt them up to the reasonable limit of their 

need. 

1, Tha P:ducu.tion oi' the County SuoeryiSQr 
Thi) goal, of oours~, is n '7ell- eciucated county eupervioor 
for every county in the st~te. Interesting~ enougb, while 
we he.ve been "spE4::i:icdicG.ll.yn supporting this program over 
a period or years in several ditterent waye, produoini 
only 30 white supervisors for 159 oow1ties, .Robert Cousins 
with no aid from the Fund (exoept ;i-2,000 le.st yeo.r) has gone 
fdl' ahead 1Jith hi:. program and now has 69 Hegro eupervisore 
in 71 oount1ea. Three year~ ago the eupervieory program 
nt Athens e.nded. For two years no supervisors were trained. 
Last yecr it began agein under the tlireo~ion of tl:le C 1ncil. 
Thereae under Doctor CookiOL the AthenG pro&re.m oo~oentrated 
on crunpue lee.rni:1g, under the Council the o.ccent. ii, on 
learnin{i in tt-ie f'ielc!. ! hough Athens is headquarters to 
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the present group, ut least halt the work is done out in 
the country. For exal'!plet r.hile I ne at fiHt Georgia 
College, three supervisors in treining arriTed there from 
Athen& to stue1y _fer three months under Miss Grt10• 'Tietje, 
Carro~ Count,. supervisor, and under other faculty members. 
(.An a~icle remnrk ie that the Graduate Facult,y Councjl of 
the University o! Geor&ia which approves work toward Cll 

II . A. decree i s recor;nizing th$ time these trs.duate etudenta 
spend under the f aculty of & Junior college. Credit r,,r 
tbis wat be g.iven to the \Jeorgia 'l'ea..oller .&iuoat1on _Council 
whose goal is the interdependence of all 1nat1tut1ona and 
e. atzl.te-wicie unversity faculty as contrasted withe. segmented 
little group within one cloistered hall, ) 

Laet year we gave i6, 000 to the Council to help with the 
training of seven ,hi te and six ?~e6-ro supervisors. Thie 
year •• ha.,e made a similar grant f'or e1£}:tt white end t n 
Negro auperviaore. • 

Tho Council is conaiuering e. plan for next year that will 
carry part of the cost or this training froi:i State Department 
or Education funaa. 1-ut some nssiato.nce 'tr.llY nave to come to 
pay for 1·acu1 ty leadership. l' am urging the Council to put 
this plw1 jnto effect fn 20 count.iea es.oh year for a J- year 
pertod. >.t th.e end or this time the State will httve almost 
u hunared trained supervisors. l recolll!llend tbis as the f irst 
nncL most important item for us to support in the Council's 
pro1re.m. 

6• PtinoipnJ,s nnd County Sut?eriptS1:den\§ 
A1'ter coneidere.ble discussion ana debate, the CO'.mcil is on 
the verge of establishing a year ot training on the graduate 
level for school principals (elementary and hign school) ~d 
and county superintenaenta. The i~port.!>.nc~ of thia cannot 
be overestimated. 11ext to the super,1eor, this kind of 
lea<iership is greatly needed in the state. liithout it, no 
utter how fine the Luildints OL' how '#ctll trained the claaarooa 
teacher, education muut hobble a.io~g. The content of thia 
yeo.r will be along the sue lines ae thut outlined !or the 
supervisors truininc pro,ra111. 

31 14a t.erj.flg f gr Sch29l; 
For eom& time the Council has been eager to move into tbe 
f iela of exploring, evtluatins, M<l finally develoving and 
publ.1.anin• eui table 11'.&terio.ls for aohool uoe.. They h11ve been 
urg:!ng us to help them nth t.nie ror over a yeo.r, Lt:t. ror 
various reaso~ti, I have held otf. Mo», lrolieve ~e should 
help the Council mcite a. ~ooc. s.u.rt on this ,-.ork. 
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Summer '\',orkghops in County Centers 
:.a cannot o~erastilll!l.te the 1mport unce or the iru.mmar uorkohop, 
an intense concentration of l2 hours a dey, 6 uLya a week 
for : • eeks. It l~ the 't~s t device ior iu-terdce aduo~tio.n 
of !;. tet.cher :,et ditJco·.;~rcd. U ,;;u~l.ly y<Ju. 0~1 fina two or 
tshree t;oing on within a stnte helc.t on tbe caupus of the 
universit,;y or. ut etate college. O.ae yec-..r Doctor Cocking 
brought the Clinch Cou~tr teacherG to hthen& and hnd them 
taught in classroo1:t", pr~si1mably c . Clinch County problems. 
Ne helped. with this but ~e urged him to rev$rSe the process, 
tak.ir.i:, Ath~s l .:t®lt:,- 011t to the Clinch Countie&. This did 
not happen. durinz Doetoi- Cocking ' a ta&. But it is good to 
be able to r·aport, t i.a.t t h1$ S,ltlmer ten. s-•ch r.;ork!lhops will 
be helc in the ot~te. ~est of the expenue ~ill be carried 
b-'.f th~ County S;;.per1u tentlt:n·t,' e; office, but ... ~ 1e help from 
u.a will l:,1lnr.i:ttse n superior job. 

A St.£,te-wic e ·rengher Educc:tion Survey 
The St o.te does not kllo\1 the extent and nature of its problem 
in teacher eduoat1on in a postwar Georgia. Thia survey 
should be made c.urint: the corin& year by fl. qu.uli!.'ied committ ee 
of the Council headed b~• a pr.i d e:x.6ct1tlve equipped to do the 
job. Tho i..1p->rtanoa of t.his begF-:i to dav.1 on the Co:u1cil 
at its last meet.ing held t wo weeks aso. Such a etudy would 
be a bluoprint £or tencher-e..."'U~~tion plnm..in~ fo~ the next 
ten years. 

A Program or Propaganda 
A ~ell-plmmod probT::.ia i a needed (nationwide) to dignify and 
gl runori~e tho role of t..~e teachei·. The word propaganda is 
uoed in tho boat C:!tUJt , to onroll <t::ery ro.o:..as or ooamnmicntion 
(radio, r:tovi cs, mnrop;.por, ,uc.e;t:.zine, ps.m;hlat) to arouse the 
l)t30 ;il o in tho in to:·o ~ t::. of bet :.~r uchool.3 • Th1$ 0~1 be d o ne 
by stickin~ to the job 0£ drumftt!zing tha te~cher. It is 
needed throu&hout tho .1n tion, but I bell.eve C~1 .. 61a t!tin be 
persuaded to eet etnrted ur:ioat ~etliatel.y. 

Undoubtedly thero are a 1tumber of other <i!;J.ually i.:iport~:.nt mat ters 

t.."1.at the Council ohould aet in ?r.otion. Th;1so oix will inake o. aood start. 

I suggef)t, the.t the Board of T:-uoteeo of the JRF make av~.ilable to the 

offioera o. ::?peoifio :,um. to be epent over a pen 1od ·or throe, years to hel p 

the Council develop theso or sic:il.-u- projects of wajor concern to the 

sta.te. The officon would then make gt"..nts to the C.:ouncil from tiae 

to time ~nring th~t period to our,y tornaro op~cifio 1teu. I would 

not favor a general '1'®t to the Council. 



The Schfel of Eduoat1on or the Univertitx or ceorn1 
The second opportunity that mq present itself to us durtng 

the coming months and over a period of the next three years is helping 

Kenneth illiU11s develop hi s program of teacher education on an under­

graduo.te and graduate level. Of oourse, a ~umber of the item• listed 

above W11' have their home base at Athenu, but what \;O should bo con­

cerned with at the University &oeo considerably deeper and bec01:19s 

more intimate than the sort of thin~ we oan help "1th on the Council. 

It should be done in order that the investments tre now haYe 1.n Georgia 

lMI.Y be insured. There 1s no better place to make thia insurance than 

at Athens. And at this point I am encouraged en~ to say I think 

there is no better educational leo.der in the atate than the new dean. 
' 

I would think our first taak 1n thie program ia arousing the 

dean to the opportunity that is given to Athena to become the real 

center of progreasi'fe leadership 1n teacher education in the South. 

Yesterday, when n Southerner wanted further stud)-, he turned to 

Pea.body. Some or the beat teaohera are Peabody araduates, but that 

was in earlier do.ye and in the time or Lu01 Gaae. Today they loo: 

to the north and have such questionable cho1c•a as Columbia, Ohio State, 

and the University of Chicago. They look to New Iork, Colu11bu.a, and 

Chicago for 1nep1ration in'eolving local problocis in a n.1ral south. 

This is the tiae for At.h~n& to 'build a £orward-l.ook1nt; toP-ranking 

faoult1 in several fields of teacher educa~ion, to launch out on a 

program ot sound COllllllllllity-ochool service thut will put her ao tar 

a.head of the offering of our urban northem u~.7ersities th~t she w1ll 

renl.ly become the .~thens of the South. 
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I repeat, the education of Kenneth Williama toward a realiza­

tion of tho exact nature 0£ the opportunity that hae been given to 

hi», that is numb i-: ooe in. this progru. 

Then the people he brings to the University and ~e program 

he inspire• and encourageo thea to denlop - that ia next. 

Just how to reoomend funds tor this, I am not sure. Il!lllediately, 

I do not think aore ia needed than an additional amount to The Deyelop­

ment of Personnel. with an understanding in the Board that •om• or it 

wiU be used to brine the Dean and members<:£ his present atatt in 

touch with people thr ,ugbout the country vmo onn giTe the kind ot help 

ueeded to di~.;ct Athens into £ull r•~zat1on of itself. Our Board 
I • 

could be prepared at the colllin~ meeting to consider a later grant ot 

• soinewhat larger amount that would be ued at Athens over a. period ot 

three years with the appro•al ot the E.ucuti..-o Committee. 
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Proposed plan of help with the School of Education 
of the University of Georgia 

My last memo to you contained proposals of work with the Council. 
This is a plan of how I think we can get the University of Georgia 
started on the right track immediate~. 

As you know, I am convinced that Kenneth Williams is e good man. 
I am also convinced that during the next year or two he will be in 
a position to add a number of people to his staff. The selection 
of these people will in large measure determine the future program at 
Athens. Dean Williams and I have had a number of conferences since 
Christmas discussing these matters, and we are together in our 
thinking. 

There are several gaps and many areas of opportunity which need to 
be developed in the School of Education. I use as an example the 
nursery school program. I think I have said to you that there are 
300 young women operating nursery schools in Georgia today who have 
never had an hour of nursery school training. Many city systems 
are operating kindergartens; many more have indicated a desire to 
establish nursery and kindergarten centers. A number of county 
superintendents have expressed their interest. However, nowhere 
in Georgia can a young woman get nursery school education. This is 
a problem the School of Education must face immediately. They can 
set it up without knowing very much about what they are doing, or 
they can plan a program during the next few months that will guarantee 
the best nursery school training in the South. 

Dean Williams and I believe that three things can be done during 
the coming year which will insure some success during this period of 
planning. First, the education of the Dean and his staff, by visiting 
the best there is in the country. Second, to seek out top-ranking 
consultants and bring them to the University to meet with faculty 
committees. Third, to select one person (a Louis Raths, Mike Giles, 



(Continued) 

Superintendent Stoddard of New York, or Superintendent Warren of 
Massachusetts,) who would act as a "director consultant" to pull 
all the various parts of the program together. 

This may sound ambitious, but Dean Williams and I believe it can 
be done with a grant from us for about $3,600 (supplemented by some 
state funds) on the following budget: 

l) Travel for DeEn Williams and faculty 

2) Professional consultants 
Equivalent of 25 days at $40 
Travel 

3) Director consultant 
Equivalent of 20 days at $50 
Travel 

$ 750 

1,000 
500 

1,000 
350 

$3,600 
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RURAL EDUCATION 

Following several years of schoolhouse construction the Fund 

became interested in 1934 in the development of sound teacher education 

practices in four southern colleges and in helping to establish programs 

of leadership at the county and state level. From 1934 to 1946 we 

contributed the sum of $1,400, 000 to this program. This year we have 

begun a third interest in the southern scene; namely, educational oppor­

tunities at the adult level administered without racial or religious 

discrimination. A discussion of this program will follow in a later 

section. 

a . Current Status of Four Teacher Education Centers 

Jackson Coll ege, Jackson, Missisiippi, the youngest member 

of the group, was the fir st to move out as an entirely supported state 

institution . This year it has the largest enrollment with the largest 

budget in its history. It has a state appropriation of $308, 000 for 

building expansion and a budget for the next biennial of il35,000 a year. 

While there is still much unfinished business in Mississippi education, 

these figures must be compared with the $10, 000 so begrudgingly appropriated 

by the state legislature in 1940. In spite of serious obstacles, Jackson 

College holds to its original goal, the education of the rural elementary 

teacher. 

This coming year is our final year of participation in teacher 

education at Fort Valley State College and TUskegee Institute. We began 

our work at these two schools six years ago with the Bond brothers vying 

( 
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with each other in friendly rivalry to bring about the most effective 

program in teacher education. Max Bond is now the head of the 

Haitian-American Educational Foundation in Port-au- Pri nce, and Horace 

Bond is the fir st Negro president of Lincoln Univer sity. The rural 

programs they left are moving forward because, under their direction , 

good staffs were developed. Their successors wer e found within the 

faculty group, and no ground has been lost in changing leadership. 

An oral report will be made on the current situation in 

Georgia. Politically it looks r ather dismal. At the moment the 

University System is without a chancellor, and the mor ale of the coll ege 

presidents is not high. I n such a setting we have had to postpone our 

attempts to have a fourth yeer of elementary teacher education added 

to the junior college program at West Geor gi~ College. Unless this is 

done within the next twelve months, the coming year will be our final 

one at this i nstitution. 

b . The Development of Programs of Leadership at the County and State Level 

Four years ago Georgi a had 20 white and 60 Negro county super ­

visors . The training program for supervisors was at a standstill. Under 

our sponsorship, f ollowing the defeat of Governor Talmadge, the super­

visory training program picked up once more. Since the ftll of 1943, and 

counting the present group of trainees, 36 white and 26 Negro supervisors 

have received special preparati on (and an M. A. degree) . We have contributed 

$17,600 to this program while the state and universi ties (University of 

Georgia and Atlanta University}, through cash, scholarship~ and services, 
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have contributed a comparable amount. The program will continue until 

all the counties of Georgia have proper supervision, but we will 

probably not need to make any further grants. 

Georgia has had t wo teacher education councils, one white and 

one Negro, for the past several years. For some time, but without 

success, we have urged the white leadership to merge these two bodies, 

at l east in their executive committees of six members. Additional efforts 

were made to draw the teacher education leadership of other states into 

biracial state councils, but these too were unsuccessful. The uncom­

promising state law regarding the separate education of the races becomes 

either a threat or an excuse for those officials who are willing to 

discuss it. With disappointment and concern, therefore, we were forced 

to turn away from state- controlled education when we looked for educa­

tional programs within which southern people might participate on a 

non-segregated basis. After several months of conference and study, we 

have now concluded that t his kind of educational opportunity has the 

greatest potential within the planning of organized religion and organized 

labor. 
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