
~!••·••***'***********::::,:::::::::i::i:::::::::::::::::::::::::;:;; 
• * • * 
** .,,- ** 
** i-"' ** • • • * 
* * * * * * Sta.te Departmentof Education * • 
! ! DIVISION OF VOC:A:TIONAL EDUCATION : : 
* * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * 
*. * * 
* * * * • * * * * * * * * * APRIL 9, 1934 * * : : ............. : : 
• * •••••••••• * * 
* * * * * * •••••••• * * *. * * • * •••••• * * 
*. •••• * * * * * * * * •• * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ! : STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF A SURVEY ! ! 
* * OF * * * * * * * * THE WARM SPRINGS COLORED SCHOOL D ISTRIOl' * • 
* * * * * * * * *. * * * * * * *. ......... * * 
* * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * • * • MERIWETHER COUNTY, GEORG IA * * 
• * * * * * * • 
*. * * • * • * * * * * ' * * • * 
* * * * 
* * ••••••••• * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** BY * * *.. • • 
* * • * ! ! L. s. MOLETTE ! ! 
* * * * * * * • 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * •• 
* * * * *. * * • * * * 
* * • * • * -- * * *. * * ! !FORT VALLEY GEORGIA ! ! 
* * * * * * J •• .............................................................................................................. 
............................................................................... 



I 

INTRODUCTION 

The W hi te and Oolored people of Warm Springs, Georgia-, have 
felt for sometime that the Colored people ought to have a good Commu­
nity School. As far back as anyone can remember the Colored people 
have tried to teach school in Lodge Halls and Churches, with no equip­
ment and W1 th poorly trained teachers. 

The uurpose of the study is to secure factual 1nfor~. t1on 
about the social, economic~health, and culture1 phases of the life 
of the peo"Ole in the Warm ..,,rings Oommuni ty. 

The information is to serve as a basis for organizing re. 
course of study and setting up the right kind of school and community 
program, properly correlated and integrated w1 th the problems and life 
situations of the boys and girls and mothers and fathers of the school 
community, and extending a further. integration \'\1. th the larger outside 
world. The most outstanding need in the community is a well trained . 
sympathetic leadership which willl use the community school ~nd church 
as a lever to raise the general cultural and economic 1 evels of the 
community. 

It is hoped that those who are interested in the w{ll-being 
of the Warm 0prings Oommuni ty, incl ud1ng the Georgi a Warm S prtngs 
Foundation because 1t .ta a vital IE,rt a this community, will manifest 
this interest in a cooperative enterprise which will provide the 
following: 

1. A five room school house w1 th an audi to1"11jm, community room, and 
a Principal's office. The present school picture which is 
given in this study does not justify such a building; but in 
three years, With a group of good teachers working in the 
community, th e1 e 1!l 11 be a need for a Junior High School set 

3. 

4. 

up. In this insta.nce we are justified in building for the 
future. 

A school shop which Will provide an opportunity for the boys 
to be taught simple jobs in wood and iron work-, and general 
repair jobs about the cormnuni ty homes. 

A teachers home. On a basis of the facts in this study this 
need is imperative. The type of teacher that is necessary to 
chaige the status of things in this commimity ought not be 
asked to take the exposure and suffer the inconvenience whtch 
would be encountered in the present housing conditions for 
Negroes in the community. 

The present site of two acres which the school ownss is not ade­
quate. Eight 8 dditiona:l acres will be necessary in order to 
develop the kind of community p~-0gram lhich the school ought 
to promote. 



METHOD AND TIME OF 8 TUDY 

The dataf for this study were secured by personal i nterviews 
with responsible members of the t •amilies, t=ind old settlers of the 
community. A number of conferences were held With White and Colored 
citizens of the commun1 ty who have lived in the community from 20 to 
50 years. 

The most i mport:ant information which was secured was obtained 
by making house to house v1s1 ts and going in the homes and si tt1ng down 
tA.lking with the people, and in making close observation while there. 

The purpose of the study was e.xpla1ne d fully and frankly. One 
talk was given at the Color ed School and two at the community church. 
Most of the time from March 6, to March 1$ wasgiven to the study. The 
Vib.1 te and Colored people were very hearty in their approval of the pro­
ject endcooperated to the fullest extent in assisting With the study. 
One of the old citizens of the comrnuni ty traveled With me thr ee~ays. 

II 

GENERAL FAMILY STATUS 

Facts which stand out: 

1. 

5. 
6. 

9. 
10. 

Twenty-eight of the families do not have husbands or wives at 
the heads of them. 
There were living among the 10$ families 42 widows and 9 
Widowers. 
There were five persons living alone. 
All of the families live in reasonable distances from the 
school. The average di stance being o. 9 mile/ 
Only two men and six women, out of 10g families had gone as 
far in school as the 7th grade. 
The families, W1 th f ew exceptions, are very mobile. They 
move on an average of 1.1 times per fan ily in fl ve years. 
Twenty families out of 10g are farmers in the true sense that 
th~y attempt to make a 11 ving by tilling the soil . 
Twenty-two persons covered by the study have employment W1 th 
Georgia Warm Springs Fo,;ind~tion. 
Sixty families are just common laborers working whenever and 
wherever they may find jobs. 
Let them be the judge they have good religion and a f1ne 
brand of Christianity. There are 122 Baptists and lOlf. Metho­
dists. 



II 

AREA STUDIED 

The area covered by the survey includes the v1 ty of 
Warm Springs, From a central point in the City, using a rad.1 us 
of a mile and a half, and inscribing a circle would include 
the area Studted. Accorind to the Federal census of 1930 the 
City of Warm prings had a population af 4oo; 165 Whites and 
220 Colored. The D1strict is located in the Piedmont section 
of the State. The soil generally is of run down condition. 
Erosion h as done 1 ts work in the "'olored communities since very 
little terracing has been done, aBd practically no Winter cover 
crops have been plm ted. The general topography 1 s rolling 
and hilly being among the foot hills of the Pine Mountain. 

The section is ruljacent to the Georgia- Warm Springs 
Foundation property, and, 1 s about 1/4 of a mile from tb:l "Little 
lihite House". In fact,tgeographioally speaking, the 11Little 
W hi te House" is located in the midst of the Warm ~rings Oo·mnu­
ni ty. 

'1'he bath house for the patients is about 26!.Jo feet from tm 
new site for the proposed school building. 

On the side of Pine Mountain, and included in the Warm 
Springs Oommuni ty are the cottages of the people from manx sections 
of the United States who have come down to 11 ve nea:r the Oprings 
for treatment. The famous GeoSgi a Hall stands on the side of 
thi rs mountirtn overlooking the prings. These facts are mentioned 
in ,connection W1 th th1 a study because they represent a very vital 
per·t of the community. 



III 

ECONOMIO STATUS 

FP.cts which stand out: 

1. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 
15. 

16. 

There are two land owners. Persons who own ten acres 
and above. 
Thirteen families own the houses they live i n. 
None of the fam111eshf!d bank a.ccounts. 
Only nine families owned mules andhor.s es. 
Fifty-one families ha.d no milk cow. 
Fifty- Seven f amiles had not hogs. 
Fifty fami l ies had no chickens 
Fifty-five families have no garden~ Notlh4 th standing 
the fact that in almost every case th ere was enough 
land around the house for a garden. 
There were only seven wagons • owned by the 10g families. 
There were nine autos of some sort; six Fords, two Chev­
rolets and one truck. Almost all of these cars a.re 
very old and in very bad condition. One man started 
his old T. Model Ford while I was at his home and it took 
every body on the place to help start 1 t . 
Ni neteen families sold products from tre land; seventeen 
sol d cotton and two sold vegetables and cotton. 
None of the families sold my of the folloWing : hogs, 
chickens, and eggs. 
There were no orchards in the true sense. There were a­

number of sca.t t ered fru1 t trees; 93 peach trees, 13 
apple trees and three fig trees. 

Very 11 ttle canning had been done. 
Seven houses h ad been painted. Four of these belong to 
the Railroad Company. 
One hundred and 1'1ghty-eight persons were carrying sick 
and accident policies, aIIi 75 were carrying burial in­
surance. the facts indicate that there is an insurance 
r acket carried on i n t he community. Over half of the 
fac ilies reported sickness of some kind last year. I 
did not find a single case of pr operty insurance. 



IV 
HEALTH STATUS 

Facts which stand out! 

l. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

6. 

9. 
10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

ltl. 

The genera1 hell th picture of the community is bad. 
There were 65 cases of sickness in 1933 
There were nine ca.sea of pneumonia and 14 cases of confin~ 
ment. 
There were 16 dea the in 1932 and 1933 and an average of g 
deaths and 14 births. 
Pneumonia took the largest toll. Four h aving died With 
the disease. 
The open shacks which they are forced to 11 ve in and an 
under nourished condition, are responsible for the low 
vitality which make them an easy prey for a-lmost any kirxl 
of diseases whi ch come a1ong. 
There are absolutely no sai'eg:x:_uards for the hecPl th of the 
community. The low intelligence of the people seems to be 
responsible for their carelessness and thoughtlessness in 
matters of health. )1..-'1,, t 
Twenty .. two of the 518 people in the community ~ad has 
physical exa.mina.tions. These were individuals 'lfho work 
for the Founda.tion_;iexaminations is this: those individuals 
who are examined every stx months, in most instances~"r:(li ve 
in the houses with the rest of the members of the family 
whose health is not safeguarded. These twenty-two persons 
in six months time 11sy take ro y kind of disease from their 
homes to the people of the Foundation. D1 sease germs bel:lfve 
in, and pra.ctice absolute social equality. -
In 1932 end 1933 there were no inocula.tions against diseases. 
Ther e were 7g familes w1 th wells, 23 who got water supply from 
springs; 4 With hydrants; the four families 1'1 th hydants live 
in Railroa,d houses. Two families got their water supply from 
a: branch, and one family hl dno water supply provided for the 
house. 

Many of the fa.milies carry water long distances. The average 
distance being 295.93 feet. 
There were no sanitary toilets. There was one family that 

had. no toilet arrangement. 
Not a single house had all of the openings screened. One 
house was partly screened. 
The l:lrerege number of bedrooms per f a;nily is 1. g• The average 
number of persons per family is 4.7. 1here was one case where 
as many as nine persons were in the family, and they had only 
one bedroom. In several cases families had only ~ one room for 
everything. They cooked, ate, nursed and slept all in one 
room. 



V 

CULTURAL STATUS 

Facts which atm d out: 

l. 

2. 

3. 
4. 

10. 

Two men and six women had completed the 7th 
grade. 

Thirty nine families had no books of any kind. 

Thirteen families did not have a Bible. 

Sixteen families sibscribed for newspapers. 

There were 192 children of school age, 5~ to 1g. 
Ninety-five of these were in school md ninety­
seven were out of school. 
There were eighty-four children under school age; 
l to 4. 

The present school set-up is bardly worthy of being 
called a. school. 

There are six grades in the school. The March repo:n. 
of the school showed the following enrollments: 
tst grade,64; 2nd grMe 23; 3rd grade 24; 4th gr~e 
ll; 5th grade 5; and 6th grade 4. 

One family reported that it had children to finish 
the 7th grade. 

Forty-eight families ,had a:>me kind of musical instr\io 
ment. In most cases they were old types and were 
broken and generally of a very low grade. There 
were 30 victrolas, 13 Jtbonographs and 5 organs. 



VI 

SOOIAL STATUS 

Facts which stand out: 

l. Aside from the family there are two socia:l. 
organizations. The Ohuroh and the school. 
There a.re two branches of the church:the 
Levett Hill Baptist 0huroh and Williams 
Ohapel o. M. E. Ohurch W1 th menbership as 
follows: 122 Bapt1 ets and 104 Methodists. 

2. These organizations are in charg e of persons 
who are not qualif1 ed to administer to than. 

3. There wee no recrttation for the people of the 
community. 

4. No person went to dances. 

5. The people knew nothing about commun1 ty 
1'atts. 

6. They did not have community picnics. 

7. The church conducts the regular revival for 
saving souls, yet this salvation does not 

· follow the recipient outside<! the church house. 

s. The school did not promote athletics. 

9. Thirty-nine of the 51g persons said they went 
to Sunday School. 

10. Two persons said they went to movies in 1933. 
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JULIUS ROSENW AL-0 FUND 

SOUTHERN OFFICE 

COPY 
i:ny l6, 1934 

D"nr ?resident. Roosevelt: You y,ill f'ind uttnched copy of 
n 3t;..tly of the tkgro ::ichool ond 

conniunUy in the \',a1·rn Spriu ~a t istdct, r:• ae by Mr. :... S. 
Jolett.~, St-nte Voc<>tion l RU.>•·rviRor for- !iegroc:: ett:scl!ei to 
tho St.te Dep,rtof:nt of Eouc·tion. 

It s6c~e ~h~t Mr. olctte' s 
sr,udy furni ,hes the b;..nic in1'01·m· tion m Ct3SStH'1J for nlr nning 
intellieently e coW!IU."lity ··c;1ool fee the ·rm Spr1nt B i ' i otrict­
one ,,hich will .. erve tho conpl t.e n~ed.1 -:,!.' this er o ;.> in educa­
tion, ho1tlth, r-,c.:>n":nic o•m aoci e.l \'iOlf re rs ell "'fl libr~ry 
fecil i ti.os. 

, hen ! was in your office in 
Alb my , Octohe•r, lJ29, y-:iu expreilsed your Ji)~n·cci,,tton of the 
J1..l1.us f\OSt:'O ld Fund's senicc in furnisM., g .,L ns and sug­
gestions for the Vo.r·o S ,d.n s , hit.e .::cho.;,l, ,htc-h you tho ght 
vory ttrective , nd com.'1lodiot:5. :r nov; t; nt to as-u:-e you t.Jtr> t 
W€• h l l b"' l d to offer the c~rne tYP"' of ervice in hdpir':g 
to develop e10~.orn com:li.unity p!. n !'er- the !,ogro school 1n 
eoopcr tion dt:1 the. st"t n co;.mty o!'.L icb,l~ Mr • .?coho::ly 
ond yo r re;')r-e•;ent· t:! v1::1. A w0rd of enco-:.ir geir.40nt i'roni you 
thro:Jgh Mr. Pcv.body, 1,hen you c re in ;-- rm Sprin:11 a ·ain will do 
much t.o ~ti::ul t,e the loc• l ,n·i st te of. icinls to bul ld ~,his 
school, which it s emq 1 ver·y n,,c.: ,:,s ry not on'!..y f or !..he de­
velop:-: nt of the Negroes themsel\i €S but for "lie protection of 
tht: ~ntlre :::opul t.ion r nd gt.!..sts of r.:.rm ~~rin·1s . 

?rcaid'!nt Franklin r,. Rooaevelt. 
fihi tc aouae 
r.ashington, D. c. 

Dir.:ctvr J. or .,u thc rn Office 



r c r P:.# .. 1i 

C0211Unity 
ol.rttc., 

t-.. y l..tffi 

int,lli 
on, ,uic. :11 
ti• n, h .. lt. . , 
.'.' cil:ti -. 

. l 1wir., C .,J 1) r,, 
J lius ~::> 

. tin 

to 
COO)t 

ill y 
"thr.:> h 
OllC.! to ~ - ~ 
sc ool, w .• 1 

vclo~~nt 
t 1c: ntir-L 

( 

of 

..,m Lt- .. - 1.: • i' , 11..., "!"'..)Ll. c 
Jci l tli r i ~11 ~s libr r:"j 

- 1. r J i :c.--
Y r ,>rt'. ci ti m 01· 

.. '.'-.irni -hi . .., 1 n 
• ic 1 y u 
t.> <,S-Ui' 

i-
" 

T ir etc?" .'or .:o:.1t. rn Ofl ice 

Pr ai ~-r.t r n t·~ v . o~ olt 
hi-c .!OllSE. 



COPY 

THE ViHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Smith:-

May 24, 1934. 

I am much interested in that study of the 
Negro school and community in the Warm Sprins District. 
I am sending it to Mr. Peabody, who is now at Warm Springs, 
and I hope much that while he is there he ~ill be able to 
persuade the school district to carry through some plan. 
We started in 1929 but t~e depression stopped it all. 

S. L. Smith, Esq., 
Director for Southern Office, 
Julius Rosen"7a.l.d Fund 
Cotton States Building, 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Very sincerely yours , 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

J 



THE W'rlITE HOUSE 

\iAStlINGTJN 

Dear Mr . Smith:-

COPY 

May 24, 1934. 

I am much interested in that study of 

the Negro school and community in the narm Springs 

district. I am sending it to Mr. Peabody, who is 

now at Warm Springs, and I hope much that while he 

is there he will be able to persuade the school 

district to carry through some plan. i1e started in 

1929 but the depression stopped it all. 

Very sincerel y yours, 

(Si gned) 

S. L. 0mith, Esq. , 
Director for Southern Office, 
Julius Rosemv'l ld Fund 
Cotto States Building, 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Franklin L. Roosevelt 



Julius Rosenwald 

S. L. Smith 
0iredor for Southern Office 

Southern Office 

Cotton States Bui lding 

Nashville, Tennessee 

------
Fred McCuistion 

Associate Director 

JUN 5 

- ---------
1 

·--=-,M:a-y--29, --±9M - --1---
V 

Dear Mr. Embree: I You ,,ill find attached a copy of 
a letter from President Roosevelt 

in answer to my tetter of May 18 to him, trqnsmitting 
a copy of the V,arm Springs study by Mr. Molette . I 
gave you a copy of this r eport at the Board Meeting in 
Chicago to which you may attach this correspondence to 
complete your records. 

It seems to me that it would be a 
fine thi ng for us to cooperate in this unusual program. 
Vie offer ed aid and they were working hard to meet the 
requirements in 1928 - 1929, but as President Roosevelt 
states "the depression stopped it all. 11 Mr. Peabody is 
very much interested and told me in Washington that he 
felt confident tha.t if the Fund would become financial­
ly and otherwise interested the President would take a 
most active part. His letter states that he is "much 
interested ." This would be a very fitting climax to 
our building program, in helping to stimulate a type of 
school that will serve all community needs. 

Vlith best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
I 

V 

SLS:MT I e. JL . ._;_d----
Mr. Fdwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenv,ald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

19'34 

f. t r,,i,., • fJ-:"_;t ~ 
~~ t:£._;J:. L ~ 

~ 

~ ◄ ◄ ◄ ~~u:,. 
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Directors Corporation of Y addo l 
Edwin Knox Mitchell 
Mia P. Sturirea ]ud6o /J 
John H. Finley 
Kathryn H. Starbuck 
John A. Slade To Aid Creative Work in Arts and Letters 
Lynda B1llings Mitchell 
William H. Hill 

SPENCER AND KA TRINA TRASK Saratoga Springs 

New York Tertiua van Dyke Founders 
Allena C . Pardee, Secretary 

1900 • 1926 Marjorie Peabody Waite, Asa't Secretary 
Aco■ta Nichols, Vice-President 
Georse F oster Peabody, President and Treasurer June 2, 19:54. 
Executive Director 
Elizabeth Amea 

Dear llr. Smith: 

Thank you for your good letter and your kind continuance 
of interest in the Warm Springs project. It is of very real impor­
tance and we must find a way to all pull. together. I told llr. Molette 
as also llr . Dixon that the matter mu.st be moved at that end now in 
order to be successfully carried out and that we would try and get 
back of it when they got the plan set up more definitely. Dr . Kitchen.$ 
is very much interested and will, I think, continue to help them on 
the ground and I am satisfied that after what I said to the local 
Board that they will fall into line backed by the Councy Superintendent 
who has given )Ir. Molette some measure of promise . I explained to Mr. 
Molette there were several reasons wey I should not seem to be outlining 
the plan. It should have the initialsupport of Mr. Carpenter, the 
resident Director. As I am now resident for a part of the year there, 
I must be especially careful not to at all weaken his influence by 
letting things come to me excepting after he has taken hold of it and 
preferab],y through him. 

The President will, as he has indicated, I think come 
t o the front at the right time and I believe in an effective way but 
naturally he will not wish to be at all charged with asking for anything 
under present conditions. He wrote me promptly a nice letter enclosing 
to me the report which you had sent to him. I shall write him after 
Cpngress is out of the way and post him a little more fully . 

Dr. Alexander has, I believe, the hope that if the thing be 
set up rightly that be can make it clear to your people that this can 
and should be made an exception to give it the moral backing,from 
many point s of view,which the Rosenwald School carries and which we 
need there for various reasons. I shall help out whenever the time is 
right for my doing it but it would hinder, rather than help, if I do any 
more at present than I have done in starting llr. Dixon and Kr . Mol ette. 
I shall, of course, follow i t up persona.lly in the fall when I am on the 
ground and I am hoping that Jlr . llolette will have a real talk with llr . 
Carpenter and the local men before I am there in November so that the way 
JJUcy" be clear for me to take a hand. I t is important that a really com­
prehensive school work, t o far as is suitable there, shall be undertaken 
in this project because there will be so many important peopl e from all 
over the country who should see the Negro rightly apprehended as well 
as realise the obligation resting upon the rest of the country to give 
him a fair sh6f• Do not hesitate to write me f ran)c]s' ao.out any point s 
that you t hink might deal with under the dircumstances at any time. 

)Ir . S. L. Smith, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
Cotton States Building, 
Bashville, Tennessee. 

I am 1 
FEa.:Lthfui.fr¾ yours, 

I 
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DeL-r .ur. Pcabo_,y: I .21 enclo-i ,.., t'1i ~ little O"lm -.n1r.t 
on Child Henlth ?roble:n. i :non . e;r:,r..~, 

w·iich I p!'C.'>~l'\.c1 c.s c·, :r•a•n of e ~ub- cG:r~--:-dt'"ee or: :~e 1th 
.'·mont; I. gr.es nd pr~ .. ent,e- to the N tion·.l c~nfet·cn<'E.. on 
.P'un:1t.me~t, l P:·obli::.m, in i e :;.1uc ticn 01 fegro"s • 1 ven u, 
much -: • th.eir o:i;..c· t~ n ', • b,.rn nE;lectN.i in t,r.e ... outh, 
t.t:.eir .he. 1th ru..· been f~r _or-o neglected unti t rt ('cnt ly. 
!he ;,u.rpo e oi' "thi i.ittl. rt .... 1·t i • to -! c·c ju t er~ougn 
fl Ct.J rUl.l -ugge.;tlonJ on Cl'O ecti:,n oi Ns '!'O i:r.,•.1t11 

to cncour_gE.. .1t .to "n .. co .. nty he~ 1th c r,d €:, ... c tion offi­
cials, is . ell ""' tc ·c·, r - trt: inln in--:titut:.,.m to cnvprr to 
in 'n effect ive pro:-r m of im".>rovi.'1., q;r.:, l~t: lt.1~ , • ,..,cciE•:ly 
ooong t.he chil rcn 0f -ch0ol • ·e. 

Three v,cck.., r,-;zo, lien I r.:..s in •. r.'.li ton, 
I h d f1 L10.: t i.ntcreat • . : ,,:. it i th PrE.~i 'f.nt :oo sevelt,. ?e 
Scelll' to h,.vc e f;l'C' ter unde1 ' 1-.,r.. , n • • b-::iJt ,. .K ctitl. ~,;_·:.n m:::i~.t 
of tilo··e • r0und him. '.-ic e ·.:.re • o ·•vf, l!l.€. vi •.a 

, l'!ll prin._;3 .:om.et· .. c i!: ti,c .:.\u,;.1re . hen you co~l l be t·v, "Cl , 

st .t!.nc t.iu,t 8m.'.Aybe-: ?.e c---n hu.i:L th· t t c ro ;•ch ol 1;nic!1 7.e 
plan..'lro in 1929 hut v.., "to;:, c by C)r ·sion. " Co:.fioentially, 
I h' ve be;een select ct b·i c!.vir cLuD· t.o .,r . nt. to t: e 0 r,. i ·.: .. t, 

her. :1c i hei e on :he• 17th, ::;,>:.ivenir m: de i'r.:im ;;.,cod of the 
:.nctr• . Jf CK ~?tl Her.~i t: £;e. Fe \ ill re.;; in ~ i th , - i.n N .~~·...-H le 
.only b:, .... t t.hree .,ours • 

... r . George 1· J. ter Pe bo y 
ratoga .prin ~, ~•; 1or~ 



My dear Lr. ?resid~t: I h&\'O the h.1nor to .inforn !"OU t hat' at 
~ 1:1oetL1c of th,:: E=!ecu-::..·1e ::!oi::.:ii~tne 

of ~11c Jul.!.us !":.osanwuld Fund, hol-:1 !.n Chlct.go ·to:.iuy, the SUJ:l of 
CZ, 500 w:..~ .1ppro1Jr'.ntt'!J:, or nh!.c-t C-.) r..uch cs c:ey be :1ou~l'ld sboll 
be U!lod to pey one-fourth tho cost of' a :rmbllc echool bui'!.ding 
for Ueorot?s iu i~i.:.rm St 1 L11~G, Georein. Thv !~d .:.\,. , ... t·1er p=o"f'fers 
tho aeeistenco of ita of:icera i n plsna for tho buildtn~ r.ntl t or 
th~ educationul pr-o_;rtUn of the ~•1001. 

In api te o!.' th.) f act th... t ttus fund 
has withdre.wn fro:. "'®.:?rul contributions to school buildinca, m, 
havo gl adly voted th.ls appropr!.•1 t;;..)n b;;;cau~e ~f: i,~11 Jrent naset 
to tfoero educ. tton of' the p0rnonal e.ttent!..on o: such r.:.•~?l ao hnve 
1.uter~st,jlj thcr:welvc;s :l.11 t:1!.s project. lTo o .. =n;!;:;tly hopo t~'i.t as 
rJUch att entton •ill be zivon to ':lllintnini~g ex~ellent ec.ucattonll 
wo:-k as is :ivai to the bu!l...inJ. l:e ,,r,preclnto yo~ i:.'1t,yri;st in 
tbte m,t;::."O school a.11d nTo honol""ed to co,,po.i.•ute with 't.!le Prcsic.ent 
o! t hG United Stutjs ,:nJ. th~ st. ~e uUd COt.?1~' o!ficlr..l.z of Georgi:l 
in furtlli;r reali £!nu thG lu::1~r!.ctJ1 idos.l of ade:;uu te public schools 
for all t!1e poo;le. 

The llonorable Franklin D. 
Little ilhi t-o House 
l7arm Springs, Geort!ia 

Very truly yours, 

Roosevelt 

J) ) 



OOCKET ITEJ.1 
I 

NEGRO SCHOOL AT z_ARM SPRINGS, GEORGI~ 

RESOLVED that in view of the personal interest of the President 

of the United States and of assurances of the mainten-

ance of an excellent educational program, mappropriat:on 

be and it is hereby made of Twenty-five hundred dolhrs 

(~2, 500) of which so much as may be needed shall be used 

to pay one-fourth the cost of building :mct equipping u 

public school for Negroes at Warm Springs, Georgia. , and 

that in addition the officers of the Fund proffer their 

assistance in plans for the building and for the eJucat~onal 

program of the school. 

L 
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D AT E 11/26/34 REMARKS 

SLS ' s inter view notes on day spent in Warm Springs -------

at request of President Roosevelt and kr . Peabody 

and his interview with the President 
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THE WHI T HOU E _ \ -
WASHINGTO N 

- \- I 
-December__,, , 19..,4. (J_ ~ 

My dear l.:r . :Embree : 

The President has as.teed me to acknO\,ledce 

the receipt of your let-cer of JJove.:r.ber twenty- eig.1t.a , 

addressed. to him a"t farm Springs . He 1s pleased to 

have the im'orrr.ati on your letter conveys and wishes 

me t o thank you most cordially for your cooperation . 

Very sincerely yours , 

LOUIS McH. HOlE 
Secretary to "the President 

Ed,, in n. Emoree , .C-:sc • , 
Julius Rosenwald •'und , 
4~01 ~llis Aveni3 , 
Chico ":O , 
Illino.ts . ,..,} 

\)t.t \ 
(\ 



:Mr. S. L. Smith, 
Rosenwald Fund, 
Nashville , Tenn. 

Dear M.r. Smith: 

GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY 

P. 0 . BOX C 

WARM SPRINGS, GEORGIA 

Decemher 14, 1934. 

Thank you very much for your so kindly keeping in 
touch with me. 

You may have already heard that Mr . Dixon had his 
assistant , ?lr. Cousins, c~me here , and with Mr . Killian 
a call was made upon me to report that they believed the 
situation Justified thei r confidence that h"'ERA money could 
be secured for the labor and that they had in mind the out­
lining at once o~ the project for a brick veneer, four-teacher 
and auditorium school building, with a wooden vocati::inal 
building located a short distance away and a teachers' home 
located at an equally distant point . They might not be able 
to get more than the schoo l building at once, but they had 
in mind that tfte project should cover the three buildings. 

Mr. Cousins told me of the building of such a vocational 
building at Manchester now, which I have since observed as I 
have dr iven by. 

Mr. Killian seemed to be quite in accord with lfr . Cousins' 
statement of the case and, as you know, l~r . Hudson is already 
in full sympathy. Apparently , therefore , the matter is pro­
gressing as we hoped; and , when I may hear from them, shortly 
they hoped, I shall further advise you, although I fancy Mr . 
Dixon is not unlikely to do that himself. 

I am 

Faithfully yours, 

GFP/ AVID 
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THE WHITE HOOSE 
WASHINGTON , D. C. 

My dear Mr. Smith:-

March 22, 1955 

Thank you much for your letter. 

I am glad that progress is being made on th Warm Springs 

Negro School. In regard to Federal monies, the only 

encouragement we can offer is in the f orm of l oans to 

school districts at a very low rate of interest. That 

ought to help throughout the South where, in the past, 

school districts have been paying six per cent or more 

for the money. 

S. L. Smith, Esq. 
Juli.us Rosenwald Fund 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

V~ eincerely yours, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

( 
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;Stcttt 
;tJle,µ,u~tntrnt of E~uration 

,..>-- Atlzmfa, ~eo~ia 

M, D COLLINS vi 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

OF SCHOOLS 

October 24 , 1935 

~/ 
Mr. S. L. Smith 
Cotton States Building 
Na.shville, Tennessee 

Dear 1.fr. Smith: 

" I have just been i nformed by the tate 
WPA office that the \varm Springs Negro scho build-
inP, project has been\a,proved in Washington It 
is exoected that wor~ will begin in about three 
vreeks. 

I will advise you from time to time in 
regard to proeress lllc"l.de on the project . Your sus­
tained interest has been greatly aupreciated by 
all concerned. 

Very cordially yours , 

Robert L"- Cousins , 
Asst. Supervisor Negro Ea.uca.tion 

RLC*m 
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Dear r . Cot..~'!. 1s: I h v••ry iotcrc t.:.n_· ~onfercnce v;lt½ ?re..,i<lc t 
£.oo ,e,. cl t l· 3 t 1 l i r.y rt n:,:.m -tr!. ~~e i ,e .rn. 

:fe m:3 co.ntin• oi. t i .. , r1. l. t!.le c 1ici•.;on c.f" th· h.,.il"ir· ;t 
1 ~rm :3p.·i.n • • the. fir t ,1 rt or' er.emoer. I expl· ind to 'ii : e r ~ on 
for +he 1elt:, .i: nd told hi.: t:1 t I felt t11• t tl-ie buil. in~ r.oul, .ot be 
.1.tlr eOOtl_~h lu. at that t.i •'' t.) de icrt:.::in. Hr 38.id , DA l 
right t:1cn, :--hy . t 1, y he 

T,1cPrc ~-cnt .,,u_: c·te" .,•; t I t~~c t1~ _ t:cr ... ~ 
with you -one... ob rt:> rJ..0 r.rr·!l e, E-nt· for l<·;·in· thP co1nr-r- .i,e \ . .i.le 
he i there i 1 o·.rcmbor m t~ir fir t p rt o: tecenbe,... li i : .. a(' tcd 
tl, t ~~·::ib• bly eibo...i.t t·1::- .. ,tn or Gtl, of Dcce:,bcr ·m:,unl 5 o •, r•lock in t'1c 
afternoon woul ~:.ii t hir;. Ho- .. ver, 1·: ,cc.,.et· ry st t~ , ~o Je ~ ftt-r I 
c .. :ne out th· t it \.o~tl. ·be b., t not to ... ix • ae_ foi ~e d~ te 1.ntil t. ftcr t t 
hao been submitted to hi.J e )roved , border th• t ti1ere -;c •. t r.ot :>e 
an; conflict in Jato'" . i 1 Y') 4 look in to t.hs m:n, .. er "!..l U1lk it ov r 
wj,.t.11 the local of ic.:.nl_, , r . Pe i)o.,~, an..,) ·rour own '.ie) rtmcn <>u , l'i te 
nc .; t :·0..1 tld.t:..k oz l yin_. t.~c corner.3t.)ne on L'1e 5th or Gth? I 1• Lkf"d 
nth ... r . E;.nbrF.:c ~. tµrduy at)Q;..t, i _t . He can be t.H:re 0•1 t:ic 5:: .. or 6:-:'!. 
I thinK I ccr, ct the, e...;c ,1e1: .. ltcly € Ud nit!~ t1r.P:ryside:-.t• -; 
·ecre.t,nz-y :.n a. very _nort ti--:e ~ fter- you notify t!C r.hd,her- '!:. lr i s 
□ati~f c;tory t th t ( o _ , C' Urie. 

i,t·. t i 1.uE pro ·1·e '" in ~et Lin/ the Qi~11 'ini::; !'tl:rte-::? 
If the1·e i unyth:.-1 I (' . c.o '1lc· ue let I"."!' know, • nd 1: will ·r,, L,O~n 

.mo t. any ti1tf: if n" CE s1c.ry. 

have tho 
In t,1 

, You u.,e bJ lryi--: • the coro1:;.rst0ne n:.:>w, f ; -c- ::.n , > bl;y• 
Presi, .. ,i:,•1t. e ic· te i!- c.t 'Jwe futm·6 ti ,c when 2,e ii \t rm Sn.•l 

,;,ay t7e .1 ,ht il ve _fio excerclscs~ \ \ 

• l c., '•~ \ 

ar. obert L. C'o-11 is 
S-c' tc De:J rtm~nt o~ "' '"'"~ t.:. n 
t,tllmta, Geor ·ia • 

Si•1cc-re..;, fOUI'\ • 

\ 

\ 

. . 
\ 
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Julius Rosenwald Fund E_1 ?-- ? e~ i-i. I::;, 
Southem Office 

Cotton States Building 

S. L. Smith 
Nashville, Tennessee 

' Director fo r Southern Office 

Fred M cCuistion 

/ sr 
l. 

A ssociate Director ----- I t 

November 25, 1~35 

Dear Mr. Embree: I t now looks as though they will not be able 
t o secure any labor at ~arm Snrings to grade 

the site for laying t he corner stone for the Negro school the first 
week in December . I have been in close touch with Mr. Cousins who 
has been contacting the local officials. They seem to feel that it 
wi ll be impossible at this time but they do state that they will be 
able to transfer sufficient labor to begin the work January 1st . I 
called for Mr. Peabody over long distance but learned that he l'as 
too ill to talk over the phone. As the suggestion for laying the 
corner stone was 1!18de by the President, I talked with his secretary, 
Mr. Marvin i.lcintyre, yesterday over the phone, v.ho stated that he 
would talk the matter over with the President. 

The £avin policy has probably r esulted in more 
money for the project by adding government aid to the l ocal money 
provided, which gives them a total of between fl3 , 000 and ( 15, 000 
including our money. If there are any further developments favorable 
to laying the corner stone the first week in December I shall notify 
you. I promised b1r . Cousins to visit V arm Springs v;i th hi m at an 
early date to help lay off the si te and stake off the l ocetion of 
the buildings. Unfortunately, Georgia has no State Supervisor of 
Buildings comparable with the ones in other southern states . 

If you have the time to spare I would like t o 
have you join us at larm Sprinf1 s , probably sornetimP the first week 
of December. I f you could joi n me in Nashvill e , we could drive t hrough 
via Bir mingham and Montgomery ( v;here I have been reque ~ted to meet v,i th 
Governor Bibb Graves and committee on December 4th) . 

0£.C \ 0 \9'3S 

SLS:l\lT 

Mr. Ed~in R. Embree 
Julius Rosem,ald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours , 



/ 
• 

.P(' Jlec ember 12, 1936, 

Kr . Cousins, 
State Department ot Education, 
.at la at o, Ga. 

Dear lir. Cousins: 

I had thought I was to hawe aome word trom you roepeoting 
the talk you and i:r . :;mith pJ.onned to havo with Hr. Poor, ond 
as well, probably one with llr . Killian. So for , no word has 
come . 

I did , howewer , write to the President, a you requcatod , 
o t your auggoation thnt he r.iake in uir7 o t Hr. Tom Gash as to 
the st tus ot the /arm Springe application. I had no responoe 
from that , which I toke it to indicate thot he rotra i ne from 
communioat14g direotl y with the employees of the various 
department c 3 nd administrati ve i'unotioning - . a very ca tu.rel 
and proper ordering of his time and energy . 

ur. Lt noh kindly called on me or express i on of his 
aympath.f and interoat , and trom him I lec,rned that t he l ocal 
Eduoation Board is requested, as a condition by the County 
Commission to peravoally endorae the notes given for advonces 
whioh ma7 be made b7 the Coun·; y. !he looal Board of ... ducat i on 
deolinod , and I think moat properl y , to make t hemselves per-
so lly responsibl e tor money to be invested b7 them 1n a 
District School building to which they would have no re~ ur se 
for raising the money to pay the notoa when due in case the 
District ehJuld not have provided t he money. 

It is the rule of all clear- headed business mon never to 
endorse eny other obligation than tho1r own personal notes. I 
hevo nover endorsed a note in ffi¥ life ond never should. There ­
fore , I think that is a quite 1mpoas1ble reliance in the natter 
of carrying forward this ach:>ol proJeot . I am greatly surprised 
t o learn that tbs Count y should even have auggestod such a thing, 
much less expected it to be agreed to b1 the Loca l Board. 

• I not i ce that Columbus , l i ke cities in the East , has boea 
- offered 45" of the coat of .:ichool Bu1ldiag, which 1111 call f or 

t ll2, 000. 00 ot the 250 , 000. 00 proposed to be expended . I ob­
serve that Savannah is reported to be plonnlng a $900, 000. 00 
High School Building. Ioaemuch es, roletively , the need for 
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this Begro School, which has no building whatever now, 1s 
quite beyond the unquestioned need tor these High School 
buildings, I am not able to understand \I.by your D0par1m.ent 
has not been al1le to secure trom Federal tunds $4500. 00 
inetoad o t $1100. 00, only a quarter, for th! s pttrpo se, wh!oh 
is ao wel 1 known to be urgently upon the President' s mind and 
hearto 

If the District were provided with the '4500000 Foderal 
money added to the 2500. 00 from Rosenwald and p erhnpe ebout 
$1,000. 00 available with n poaa1ble peraonal increase of thal 
stun, there would be not over t2, 000. 00 required f'r.>m the 
Dietrio-t; and that would make a very a. if'ferent situntion, and 
doubtle BA the County Commies io nors wn1.l.d find a way to adv a nee 
that sum without an_y un~ust requests upon the l0oal School Board. 

I ho_pe that it may be possible to do something along 
this line and seoure the neoossar y 4, 600. 00 without great 
delay . 

I am 

Faithful.J.y you.rs, 

G'YP/A\VD 



Deoember 12, 1935. 

Hie Excsl lenoy Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
The White ll>use, 
Waahin ton, D. C. 

Dear Ur . President: 

Raving referenae to the eohool for negro u.nderpri vileged 
tremendously in thie Disiriot , I enclose to you copy of letter 
l have writton to r . Cou~ine of the State Department ot 
Education which gives the latest. I oonfoec I have the feel­
ing that they havo aornehol"J or other badly bungled the matter 
o! Federal Aid which was left in the 1r hande . 

Why should we not have the paltry sum of Q4, 500. 00 when 
\'/illiamatown, t aas . wlla offered pe rhapo a quarter of a 
millL:>n which the t :JWn meeting daollned . aloa, I lonrn from 
the1·e . because of part i san preJudioe. !l'he Yankees ere Just 
ae al:> w as the hillbill1e s to aee stra 18ht and be tair. 

I do not Imo:, the Federal .Agent in Atlanta who haa the 
_pov,er o t allotment. as I assume ~om Geah has not . I should be 
gl ad to 1' ollow up if I did any chance to get that s.)4 , 500. OOo 

I understand the plans tor a l 0 , 000. 00 building are a l l 
on filo with Tom Dash. 

I arn 

Faithfully yours, 

GFP/AWD 
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Mr. Cousins, 

.G!X)RGEJroSTERPEilODY 

Warm Springs Georgia 

December 12, 1935 

State Department of Education 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Dear Mr. Cousins: 

I had thought I was to have some wotd from you respecting 
the talk you and Mr. Smith planned to have with Mr. Poor, and as well, 
probably one with Mr. Killian. So far, no word has come. 

I did, however, write to the President , as you requested, of 
your suggestion that he make inquiry of Mr. Tom Ga.sh as to the status 
of the Warm Springs application. I had no response from that, which I 
take to indicate that he refrains from communicating directly with the 
employees of the various departments and administrative functioning - a 
very natural and proper ordering of his time and energy-. 

Mr. Lynch kindly called on me for expression of his sympathy 
and interest, and from him I learned that the local Education Board is 
requested, as a condition by the County Commission to personally endorse 
the notes given for advances which may be made by th8 County. The 
local Board of Education declined, and I think most properly, to make 
t hemselves personally responsible for money to be invested by them in 
aDistrict School building to which they would have no recourse for rais­
i ng the money to pay the notes when due in case the District should not 
have provided the money. 

It is the rule of all clear-headed business men never to en­
dorse any other obligation than their own personal notes. I have never 
endorsed a note in iey life and never should. Therefore, I think that 
is~ quite impossible reliance in the ma.~ter of carrying forward this 
school project. I am greatly surprised to learn that the County should 
even have suggested such a thing , much less expected it to be agreed to . 
by t he L0 cal Board. 

I notice that Columbus, like cities in the Ea.st, has been of­
fered 45~ of t he cost of School Building , which will call for $112,000.00 
of the $250,000. 00 proposed to be expended. I observe that Savannah 
is reported to be planning a $900,000.00 High School Building. Inasmuch 
as, relatively, the need for t his Negro School, which has no building 
whatever now, is quite beyond the unquestioned need for these High School 
buildings, I am not able to understand why your D8partment has not been 



to secure from Federal funds $4,500.00 instead of $1,100.00, only a 
quarter , for this purpose, which is so well known to be urgently upon the 
President's mind and heart. 

If the District were provided. with the $4,500.00 Federal money 
added to the $2,500.00 from Rosenwald and perhaps about $1 ,000. 00 avail• 
nble with a possible personal increase of that sum, there would be not 
over $2,000.00 required from the District; and that would make a very 
different situation, and that sum without any unjust requests upon the 
local School Board. 

I hope that it may be possible to do something along this line 
and secure t he necessary $4,500.00 without great delay. 

I am 

Faithfully yours, 

{sgd. ) George Foster Peabody 

GiP/J.11D 
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December 14, 1935 

Mr. George Foster Peabo~ 
P. O. l3ox C 
Warm Springs, Georgia 

Dear Mr. Peabody: 

After our pleasant visit with you Mr. Smith and 1 went 
immediately to see Mr. Killian who has been handling the matter of 
the application for federal aid on the Negro school building project 
for the local Board of Education. Mr. Killian recited to Mr. 
Smith the details relating to the whole history of the project which 
~ be swnma.rized as follows: 

After the conference on Thanksgiving a year ago in which 
it was made known that the Rosenwald Fund would render financial 
assistance it was decided to seek federal aid on the project. At 
that time the !'ER1 office furnished only labor. The few skilled 
men on the relief rolls in the county were assigned on shop projects 
at Luthersville and Manchester which kept them busy until the pro­
gre.m under the J'ERI. expired. It became known during the summer that 
under the IP.A. federal aid would be available for both labor and 
materials on worth while projects. Mr. Killian and 1 worked up the 
project and submitted it late in A~st. It was approved in the 
Atlanta office early in September and forwarded to Washington where 
it was held up for several weeks. When it came through approved 
about the first of November the citizens of Warm Springs bad request­
ed tha.t work be started first on the community house. Mr. Gash, 
the District WPA Director at Columbus, indicated to Mr. Killian that 
he expected. to begin work on the Ntigro school project approxims:fely 
the 10th of January. I --

After leaving Mr. Killian we 118 .. d a conference with Mr. 
Poor. Mr. Poor has just gone on the l3oard of Education and knows 
very little about local conditions and nothing whatsoever in regard 
to the details of the Negro school building project. He was cer­
tain of the fact that t he people of Warm Springs who were expressing 
themselves wanted the community 'building to be started before the 
Negro school bui lding project was started. 1 think Mr. Poor will 
make a good member of the Boa.rd of Ed.uca~ion and wi+l be very fair 
towards the Negro program after he acqua.~nts himsel~ of the working 
details of t he position to which he ba.s ~een elected. We next 
called on Mr. Lynch who had very 11 ttle ~irst hand.I information 1-n 
regard to t he 'building project. 

\. 



Mr. George Foster Peabody 
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Our last contact in Warm Springs was with Mr. Nunn, the 
Educational Director of the CC Camp who is also President of the 
Board of Education. He told us in short order that the people want­
ed the community house to be started first. Mr. Nunn said the he 
would assume responsibility for the project at the Negro school but 
that he would ask Mr. Killian to help him since Mr. Killian lmew 
the situation better than any one else in the county. Mr. NUDn 
assured us, as did the other people contacted, that the building 
would be constructed and be ready for occupancy by the beginning 
of the next school year. 

It is a keen disappointment to me that work hat not been 
started on the project in time for dedication exercises to be held 
while the President was in Georgia. If we expect to get federal 
aid on the project then we will have to work according to their plan. 
~lso to be taken into consideration is the desire of the outspoken 
people in the community to have the community house started first . 
Taking into consideration the plan of the federal program ~d the 
desire of the local community there is little that I could do to 
hasten the project which I have not already done. Lack of local 
leadership in the community for the school project explains the tei­
rible school facilities for Negro children at the prese~t time. 

It was news to me to learn from your recent letter that 
the County l3oa.rd of Education had requested the local Board of Edu­
cation to endorse notes for advances to be made from the county in 
aiding on the Negro school project. Members of the County l3oa.rd of 
Education told me that it would be glad to advance to the local 
Board funds to aid in schoolhouse construction as they have done in 
other communities with the idea that the funds would be repaid over 
a period of time. The County Board of Education has never contrib­
uted towards building projects but has thrown the responsibility 
back on the local Board of Education where it belongs. It should 
be unnecessary for the local community to call on the County Board 
for an advance as they certainly should expect to do something to 
f'ulfill their obli~ation to the Negro citizens. 

Your cit~tion to projects in Colum'bus and Savannah indi­
cate that you are not familiar with the details of the work program 
8l)Onsored by the federal government. In both of these cities 
bond issues were voted and federal a.id to the extent of 45 per cent 
will be available under the PWA. The project at Warm Springs will 
be under the WPA. Under neit:her program does our department have 
any part in setting up the amount to be received from federal funds. 
I am quite sure that the details of the Warm Springs project under 
the WPA calls for more than 50 per cent in labor and materials as 

f 



Mr. George Foster Peabody 
* 3. 

the contribution of the government. I told you that the a.mount of 
materials to be furnished from the government would. amount to more 
than $1,100.00 in addition to all the unskilled labor needed and what 
skilled labor was available. The details of the project are in the 
office of Mr. Gash in Columbus and I':n sure he will be able to give 
them to an.,v person in the community who ma.y be sufficiently interest­
ed in the project to ask for them. 

I have no apologies to make for our department in any way 
for our connection with the project. If the people of Warm Springs 
and others interested had spent as much time working on the project 
as we have I think the building would have already been constructed.. 
Within the l ast year I've ma.de many trips to Warm Springs which were 
really unnecessary in order to indicate to all concerned in the 
project that we were more than willing to do our part. I am confi­
dent t hat the building will be ready for oceupa."lcy next year unless 
the comnnmity fails to do its part. When the building is completed 
we will arrange for appropriate exercises at the dedication, at which 
time we hope the President will be with us, together with others 
who have been instrumental in making t he dream a reality. 

Very cordially yours, 

!(_~,{.,~ 
Robert L. Cousins , 
Assistant Supervisor Negro Education 

RLC*m 
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OF SCHOOLS 7t' 
December 16, 1935 

Mr. S. l. Smith 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

In compliance with Mr. Cousins • r equest I am send­
ing herewith copy if letter which he received from Mr. Peabody 
and his reply to it. 

Please let us know at t he earliest possible time when 
the high school library will be avail able. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secr\Ja.ry Division Negro Education 

Enc. 

-
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?.r. RJbt;rt L . CJJ.si l! , 
J~!,. ir· t.i nt ,)u crv 1 or J 1' fogJ'v ct ·.1.ci u iJ 1, 

tato Ju~urtment Jt ,dtcotivn, 
iH l ~.rn t , Gn • 

!Jen r Br. (.;Jui:arrn: 

Thank you for yJur r,ooc1 l<,ttcr Hmi for the <•lcnr 
ux ,1., nti t Lrn v .r th< b itua ti.) r1. YJ ,l Heru 4 U. t < 1· 1 ..,ht that 
I had uJ 1; un<lert i.O J -1 the Jr.:>r,rt.m. YJur 1, tt r i, i; nt.1 
... ·1rst fuller st ... in~ Jr' th c, 'c. 

11 th::it Ir c .. 11 you :i.Jid in y.;ur t,lk .1ith me 
rn. 1,t, 1, there ,ouli be ar.JHt 1llCJU . O(J .:>f .B'u<lcrnl labor 
,rovitio<l, but I ~ot tho .m rcssi>n thut tho rust :>1' 
tho m.1l1,y ,q.iurt frJM ,he 11o~ nw:ld na. the .or.io,1al 
CJ ,tribttiJns would novc to be 1:ovldod by tho c.Junty 
loans, Hhich I thus e.;t i :rt d t:> be ,,rl IHJ h, li' the 
money. I eh;rnld be ,l&d i.f ,~.;.J.ld hf vo J rhaw· u 

Jme ,hat ,11Jre {L plialt st} tc ment as to eof t and >rovisLHl 
L

0

T'OM ll'edor, l .«id, •;::, th t 1 r1i ~ht be in ci .o iti.,n to 
.iritb t.> ..:i.:.>mc 04· .>ur l'rua"..itJ H. n.i fri nclf, her Dnd 
el::iuwhero ta havo s.>r,c cv 1trlbutiJ 13, • nlth u 6 h it 
rniJht bt. ii.:1me.~hat 1Jre hel .~111 il' I r...,lr lncd 1'1:om 
writing t.> th m until the buil..ling \.OR 1,;Jm1letcd Hnd 

the 1Uefti;Hl JJ.0 OJ,>1 ... s , ,~lob ~i, m:,p, icLur 1, ut,~. 
<.::cime to th i' :> ut. 1 oh uld be ,L t1 tJ have yJur 
tho 1 ,ht n::: tJ 1,hin at :.Jny ti ,o in J nu: ~.v , , 1 B I .Hr. 

11 .:.,;cd to c01t;1nuc tJ ketp tntj br ks J,1 L\>r as lJ1., 

atl , ...,, i blt: to ac\.:1unu.ia1t th< no: rt re. serve. 

I sh:J 11 bo ~lad LJ t Liny time ll' thcrt r m tJ y.>u 
aey oiu. of, ey kind that l c·n ,ive, if you \,ill frra.Kl,y 
let me 1.not1. 

iH i , hi. u 1. ly ,v J l r , 



Mr. S. L. Smith, 
Ro a e nwa ld. li"u.nd , 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY 

WARM SPRINGS. GEORGIA 

December 21, 1935. 

Thank you for your good letter. I had received a letter 
from Mr. Cousins which, as you will see by my r eply, made the 
situation somewhat clearer. As you will notice in my reply, 
there seems to be some sort of a mix.up as to the County's 
requirement of an endorsement. 

I shall hope to see Mr. Killian after the New Year, and 
will advise you aJ3¥thing new that I may discov-er . 

I do not see that there is anythi ng you can do at 
present , but of course I shall be glad of any suggestions 
from your experience. 

It is difficult for us who have lived in the North to 
quite take in the slow proaress to which minds hereabout 
are adjusted. There are two years and more now since I 
began on t his matter, and Dr. Kitchens, a staunch friend 
of the Negro here, is still, I hear, pessimistic, feeling 
more confident by reasoa of the confirmation of his skepticism 
of my previous optimism. 

I was much interested to observe the reports of the 
dinner which you gave for the foreign physicians and shall be 
glad when I see you again to learn more particularly. 

I am still in bed tor the rest of_ '35 and the Doctor 
proposes to keep careful watch on me tor some time thereafter. 
It is difficult tor the physician to have much faith in the 
individual's differentiation in recuperative power, the definitive 
pulse and pressure records being their main reliance . I contin­
ually recall Dr . Oslar's counsel t o his students , "Remember, 
you are deal.ing with a patient and not a diseaseff. 

I am 

Faith:f\t.lly yours, 

r 
GFP/AVID 



December 27 , 1935. 

i~ iss Gay Shep Jer on, 
Federal{, liQf Admi1istration, 
10 'or yun, 
Atlant , 1;,. 

Dea.r ! ius She~perso n: 

I send y::,u warm 'lishes 1'or yJur ,1oy awl str ngth tl.uri ng 
this holy sea.ion.. l ay the U w Yt:ar bring fuller fruit io a 
to all righteous hope~. 

I rejo ioe when I th. 1k o 1' one leading State Administrat ion 
in Georgia thr.,t we ciin be r oud or and. I r{ j:.>ice i'or tho one 
under a woman as Director , for the country i s to be co1grutu­
latod. I am the more sure that ve c: ti 11 not reach true recov ry 
excey ting thr~ugh the women' s ac~ivo ass:>ciotL>n in leatleri hip 
anl JrganizatiJn O.A. the thJuson<ls nd t ns o.f th:> 1s 1d • 

>. 

I must s y a ;or-d also Jf c.>,1grot 1lat . .Jn .A.'or our i mediate 
n 1 bborhood in Harri C rnnt. o,: which .L heir Stich oho :ri 1e r ports 
from ~ • . • r~rr 11 n<1 ,>th re. duri h c i:x w ks of my r nm eu 
r id nee in G Jrgia. 

l hv 1~ h v writt,n yJu aon r had I not been rom ly 
put to bod on r ch 1g Goor ia ~nd r3ti1ll BM k pt h re by my 
gJoJ hy lch1n to accumulatu the "re ·urve11 foll0win the "come-,_ 
back' 01' my teart fr.:>rr. the over-stra:..n oi try.._n., to too much 
lt st snmrnor nd 1' 11. 1936 is to bring me ag· in norc act i voly 
on the Job, but prudent l y. 

I tm \ritin 9 nJmu ltngth tod,y bee u. e or· C'll I hnve 
,1ust tiad fram tht 'ayor of .. rm > '" inB" who thinks th t . .'.lme 
l:Jcal push h,:.rnlJ b ,iv n to tho matt r o~· th ork on the 
ncgro sehaol . I boll th rtfort fndenvor t-> get the Local 
BJ•ri of rrustncr- of ,dnc,tion and the C:>uuty Sup r11t ndent 
togeth,,r shortly :> so ~hothcr this iatt r , 1hich i s o on 
the ¥re ident's hoart, c nnot re lly get und r way. I find, an 
you have found, many lJc l lmp :,dimen.ts c:Jming up n,'J\, and th n. 

l1ay I , l' for Jme accur to i 1formstion as soon as you 
can c .:J v eni ntly send it r p ec ting uh t \"J.., "he axpruss roao 
lutiJu or a~ ro val which I under tand i hington hae ·iv n . 



G. S . . o , ••••• • 12/27/.5;:J • ...••••.. 1
.:,. 2. 

OnH loca l ol'r.leial tell·, me th, t ho under· ivl. 1.he 
• m.mnt i.'or. the NegrJ SchoJl here 'Nab ,)8 , 200 . lO. 11' this 
1s CO.:'rect, WC bh:mld be .,blo to do a )roper ,1Jb th t ·.v i l l 
reflect credit u 1Jon this \IJrk in the Pre'-iidont ' : own bCJili ­
wlck in 3m• So ,1thla11(l. I h >ul l bo gro/J .. ly it1deb ,ed if you 
cnn h;,ve BJmo 011a inform me ,;o thot I Hill kn.:>w tho ntatuR 
ijhen I t&lk with the l~cal Trusteeo . 

I les1·n t.b t the c.-q_)f3C.Jt•)tiJn in to buil1 U.._)Jn the site 
n.:>w owned by the local Trustt:1rn, IJ,> 1 il1t f::>11:>.dn,~ tho erec­
tion o ... • the now buil1ing for the whito 'olk nh.:>rtl:r :ii'tl,r 
Mro Roo:;,t,vo l t cnme to ,J rm uprin.es, bt-;.,.'ar,, hf~ Wi. t· Uod of 
for G.:>voru.:>r .,,: nm. Yvr~~ evi.n. I ~ m clcfir ti, r. th t ito i 
9mullor tr- n •,h~ul.i be htd ::incl i~ ·o, od ltba l lat. h .. rnld 
be bccur,.d in hlV, nee ,J! b0'-'in1,.1., ti 1, ,iiJ •·• I ·Lill ~r~· rnd 
..Coll.:>H that up Lt 11 .:. , ,n if pJs i le. I a11 tol ti ot ~he 
C::>unt; 1111 occ .,o c.. ,1it· Lle rJ,.cl to ti is , .!.tc, i.t' the • ohJol 
is tuil't the ··t:. 

I am, w1th 1-1,11 ruM .. br&ncec t.1 :r.>ur au. L t, ntc, \JbJ 
hnv0 nlw&ys been ,J Jraci> 1s, 

J."n it hfull,y yJ11r , 

Glf / D 



. r. ~,. I, l~unn, 
WBrrr, Springri, 
Ge.:ir gin. 

December 27, 193b . 

J y dtH .. r 1 1·. Nunn: 

rh .... .iJ:..,ctor is .>loused with r.,y .1irogrc::::. in accumulating 
ome 'r ,sorve' i:or the 'c ), e-back' or my :.,ver-ntroi11ed heart, 

but I um , till in bed. H:>,rnv r, the ''fow Ye.Jr is n.e· r u t 
bind, and. J nn wondering uhethtJr it \!:.>1111 110 be Hgrcenble 
to you <na yJur asbociute member& of the ~chool Tru3tces ~J 
unll u1,on me at Ml earl.Y <lay, mor,1...ag Jr' ai'tern>;.>n, to talk 
OVfJ.!' the r..)St,lCCtS for the Neero . chool Building in ,,hict Y.JU 

kn:.>w the .l:'L"c icioat, oB wel.l a:3 myself, iu do01>ly int re .... te1. 

I he~H• from l r. C.>u • im-; 0f t>.r:Jgresr .Jnd as~mrance, bn t 
olso I am t.:>ld that thnre is o lack of locnl pu h 1n Jrr.e \,,jy. 

Ca1 yJu arranBo to ...:ind O.lt \,hon it \.ill be cJnvcnient 
for Il ·• LoVt,rett end J~r. l0or to rnoet you berc? I thint, lf o 
it ,a ld trnve time and be well 1 r' <-uw rintendent Hu:hon or 
Greenville e::> il<l be With 1~, , ao th, t we might cover n:1 .1,1ch 
gr01rnd [!f' po Sll)le. 

l r. Co 1slus o l' th" 3tete B:.>~1rd wri tea rne th· t he in ex ­
pcct ing ~,01•k to beein during thu corning m,nth. I ,hink it of 
vital i port· ace thAt t~ro •hJ 'ld be on:, 1ch ground >TTned by 
the SclDol B,rnrd to give leo\18y ::or furm :ind vocational truin­
ing to ~uke Ch(., stuaontb . thc usc:ul m Mburi of the community 
uh.:.ch they nl it need. 

Lr .. H .tl'i 
Jcl yJur c.=.ill au 
availa le L·or 1:1 

or· kutr-h(.,s, I 

Gf'P / A\tD 

~dll , I m :Ur{,, be gl-.-d to ans,er the tul.e)hJne 
to arr·a11ein6 the time ,;,hen y::lli may i'i.1 mt 

11J t, too 1:) I co ll.Lbl'OllCe • If _\'Oll r.uve tiny plans 
houl:l bu glnd oi course to Rec t~cn. 

F8.1t. full, y.>u' , 

I 
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Mr. S. L. Smith, 
Rosenwald Fund, 
Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY 

WARM SPRINGS. GEORGIA 

December 27 , 1935. 

The season's best greetings and hopes to yout 

I enc1.Jse copy of letter to Miss Shepperson which 
will indicate to you that some new aspects of the situation • 
have been brought to my attention. The Mayor called upon 
me. I had never before heard of a ay such amount as 
$8,200.00 and feel sure that it cannot be true. But his 
statement to me and his suggestion that I write to Miss 
Shepperson gives me an opportunity perhaps to make inquiry 
and find out something more definite than we have yet had . 

I find , as you will not be surprised to learn, that 
the Mayor aad the Chair man of the Local Board are on the 
outs , having had sever a 1 conflic. ts in the Pi st, part i<n larly 
respecting the making of the local white school e High School 
with only two students in the last grade, I understand. 

I am 

GFP/.AWD 

Eno. 

Very truly yours, 
J 

v( c&;e ~/f;. ~'l 
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