
STATE OF ~IISSOURI 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mr. 8. L. Smith 
Cotton States ~llilcing 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

CHAS. A. LEE, STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

CITY OF JEFFERSON 

June 21, 1934 

There seems to be a number of reasons why the General Educ9tion 
~oard and, in so far as they are able, the Rosenwald ioard might be interested 
in t his study. 

1 - Ea.ch of these boards has snent quite a lot of money to improve building 
facilities in a number of states . It seems essential that the buildings erected 
should have adequate protection against loss at the lea.st possible cost to '·he 
district. 

2 - All available information seems to indicate that the insurance business is 
usually not mll ccnducted and that oftentimes the policy does not give the pro­
tection that the boa.rd wishes to 93cure . 

3 - The cost of school building insurance seems excessive . Our figures will 
show that in the large number of buildings that the coverage can be increased 
and the cost decreased . 

4 - School o•ficia.ls do r.ot always know wh t constitu~es fire hazards around 
a buildin!" and in 1!8ny cases endanger the lives of the pupils as well ·is the 
districts inirestment in the buildin1; by overlooking the presence of a number 
of hazards which could be eliminated without nruc, .difficulty. 

Our study shows the.+- on 200 buildi_np-s in Missouri picked at 
random the. t $8, 000 ner ~,ear conlr1 be saved on ins11rance costs , even thou.ch the 
total amount of insurance carried is increased by thirty five or forty per cent. 

Insur~ncP experts tell ne that similar conditions exist in the 
other states . 

Yours very truly, 

N. " • Viles, Dirtctor 
School iuild ng Service. 



• ' - -· -lo STATE OF MISSOURI 

11t>CCCXX 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mr. S. L. Smith 
Cotton States :8uilding 
Nashville , Tennessee 

De Br Mr • Smith: 

CHAS. A. LEE, STAT E SUPERINTEN DENT 

CIT Y OF JEFFERSON 

June 21, 1934 

Some ti11e~o I talked with you on two propositions which you v,ere 
!!:Oinr; tot ake uo v,ith Mr . Favro and others of the General Education :8oard. One 
was on somA as2istance for this department , and the other wa~ on some ai<l in 
printin~ a study on insurance. 

Did you ~et any response from Mr. Favro or Mr. Davis relative to 
the assistance for this department? I should like very ruch for them to g-ive us 
this aid to keep the departmant going. 

Did you get any :' avorable response from either of the men concerning 
the printin~ of my study on insurance? I believe that this study will be of value 
tot he school men and will enable them to save on insurance costs . The total saving 
in some of the schools is running as hig-h as fjfty to sixty per cent each year. 
I am encl osing a brief sunrnary of the study that you may have a better idea of what 
it is . 

Mr. Lee thought , from the nature of the study, th~t the General 
Education floard might be interested enough to pay for the printing and provide 
money for a series of conferences that I might hold with the school officials in 
various states to help them set up a program o , reducing insurance costs , at which 
time the insu ·ance study might be distributed. 

I should, of cours~ , be glad to follow this plan but i 1' that can 
not be done I should be oleased +o have some one b11y enough copies of' the study 
to pay for the orint;n~ . The study wi ] 1 c e r ~ady for printi.n within a :nonth. 

Yours very truly, 

N. E. Viles , J1rector 
School :f5ui ldinr Servi---ee . 

bi 
l:'(~A 
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A Brief Resume of our Insurance Study 

This is a study of the insurance program in several hundred 
sc11.ool buildinrs in the Sta+e of ?.Kissouri . 

1. One section deals with school fire losse:=: in this anc other states . {le have 
a number of tables sl-i.owinr- the location °,ne'"e fires usually start in c: chool 
buildinrs and the causPs of fires . This section also shovrs that many of the 
fires coul0 be pr~vented . 

2. One section ls devoted to the study of the principles of insurance as apolied 
to oohool property. 

3. The third section includes a table showing the ef•fect of the fire hazards 
found in the building on insurance rates . These tabul ations show the f requency 
of certain hazards . the number of cases in which each particular hazard is found, 
and the average cost in rates formch of these hazards . Case studies are given 
to show how certain hazards maycause a difference in insurance rates in buildines 
similar in construction and use . 

4. The fourth section sums up some of the present practices in ~dministering 
the insu,·ance program with the type of policy carried, methods of determining 
buildin~ values, costs , and the lack of records . Coupled with this study are 
tabulations showing the result of case studies on 200 buildings , showing how 
much can be saved by th~ writing of coinsur'lnce , by removinr hazards, by a 
re-aporaisal of the buildings, etc. 

5. The fifth section is a series of recommendations showin"" how the board may 
make the chanLes outlined previo1 sly, and showing the type of policies to write . 
It also shows how to simplify the ororram so thet the board wi) J need to C"nsider 
insurance but once each ear, and so tnat the reconnnendations will be easily 
understood by al) school officials . 
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SERVICES RENDERED BY DIVISION OF' SCHOOLHOUSE PIANNING 

-9 

-
o nee s• 

tablishment ot 
D1Ti.sion of 
Sohoolhouae 
Plannin 

08 0 
inga Erected on Plana 
Furni■hed• Coapl ete 
1'i th Specitioe.tiona by 
Division ot School• 
house Pl ann1n,g 

(1) 
8'15 260.00 

(4) 
~ t l 28 200. 00 

#803 460. 00 

o Coe o u 
lnga Ereoted on Plana 
on Which D1v1eion ot 
Schoolhouse Planning 
Gaff Consultation 
Senioe 

(2) 
11232100. 00 

(5) 
t 87. 000. 00 

$1806 100. 00 

0 OIi 0 

Buildings Erected 
on Plans lndepend• 
ent ot D1Ti1ion 
of Schoolhouse 
Planning 

(S) 
$1 692 240. 00 

(6) 
t 28'1 853. 00 

81980 0 93.00 

For the fieoal year l93~• M• 6% oomnisaion ot item (4). the cost ot 
school buildings erected on plane turniahed by the Din.don of School• 
house Planning. amounts to •••••••••• • • •••••••• •. t s. 410. 00 

For the same per iod the oomru.aaion at 1% on it• (6). the ooet ot 
echool buildings erected trom plans on which the Division gave con-
■ultation service. aJIOunts to. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ts. '140. oo 

Thi• makes the total saved. to school ocamun1ties of Tenneaaee dur-
ing the school -,ear 1933-34• • . •. •. • ••••• • •••••••• t12. 1so. oo 

The aal&riea in the Division tor Director. Drattsaan. and one-third 
time ot Secretary during that -,ear were • • • ••• • •••••• • • • ts. 424. 00 

Expena••• such as telephone. tel egraph. office supplies. travel• etc •• 
tor this Di vi.don tor the year 1933-M were. • • • • • • • • • • • • • $1. 7'17 . 20 

Total ealariea e.nd expenses t or the Di"ria1on tor the year 1933•34 • • t s . 201. 20 

• • • • • • * • 

In addition to the planning and consulting service mentioned above• the 
following services are renderedz 

1. Study o~unities and determine educational needs. 

2. Assist in detormining educational specifications. 

s. DeTelop plans and sketches for remodeling. alter1n&• and making 
e.dditions to school buildines. shops, dormitories. ~ teachers• 
homes. in order to incorporate i'Wlotional design. /...~ 

Jr.rA 
ILJ 



'• Purn11h plane tor equipment especially designed to •et school 
building needs. Thia po.rtioular aervic• has made it pouible 
tor a number of co:ammities to house their 1chools WithO-ut 
proposed additional buildings. 

6. Compile equipment lists for both old and new building•• These 
lists attempt to apeoity equip119nt or a design and she 1u1te4 
to the particular children to be served. 

a. Develop landscaping plans tor the 11111aller schoola. 

'1 • Design special roam plane suoh u Home Eoonomto1 • Science, Li• 
brar;y • Shop, Kindergarten. and C0m1eroia1 V:ork. 

e. lfake aUl"ftye to detel"lldne teuib111ty of consolidation projects. 

9. Score and 8'\faluate proposed building sites. 

10. Aasiet commmtties with P. W. A. and c. w. A. applloatiom. 

11. Plot county school tranaporta'tion routes to usiat eohool boards 
1n checking the eoo~ and ettioienoy ot auoh routes. 

12. Aes1at aohool ottiolal1 in o~gan1s:Sng eohool building progN:118 and 
1n arouaing public interest. 

ls. The Di'rlsion also auiated the Teimesaee Educational Commi1111on in 
aking maps, charts, and gn.pha for ita report. 



fl 

0 

Remarks : AUu 2 8 1933 



\ 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

S. L . Smith 
Director for Southern Off ice 

Fred McCuistion 
Associate Director 

Southem Office 

Cotton States Building 

Nashville, Tennessee 

December 4, 1935 

f:fo 

Dear Mr. Embree: I am sure you will be very much i nterested to 
know that the southern states are becoming 

aroused as never before in helping to repair and repaint every Rosenwald 
school between now and the middle of February by aid of the CWA. State 
Superintendent W. F. Bond and Mr. Vi. G. Eckels, the State Supervisor 
of Buildings in Mississippi, are here today discussing with Doctor Hamon 
of Peabody and me plans for color cards, etc. in a whirlwind canpaign to 
include in the program of Mississippi evecy Rosenwald school in this 
most significant program. Through our office I am givine major qttention 
to two t hings in regard to this unpr ecedented schoolhouse repairing 
program: (1) urging the state officials to get all of the Rosenwald 
schools as well as other substantial Negro school s repaired and repaint­
ed and (2) especially urging that they par ticularl y see to having all of 
the loose paint removed at¥i t hat they put on at least two coats inside 
and outside with approved paint colors. 

This seems to me most important at the moment 
since these Rosenwald schools represent about $50,000,000 of invest-
ments by white and Negro citizens, local and state public school authori­
ties, end philanthropic f unds. It is grat ifying to see that the officials 
are trying to show no di scrimination between whi te and colored buil dings 
in this program. In fact , if there is any difference, they l ean toward 
doing the Rosenwald schools first . 

SLS/KS 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago , Illinois 

Sincerely yours, ~ 

~t\t $. :e.~ 
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
J EPARTliENT OF EDUCATION 

Jackson 

County Sup~rintondcnts of Educetion: 

In a,pproving pr oj cots under t~w CWA I suggest that you 
~o not ov0rlook the Rosenwald Schools if you h~v0 ~ny 
sue~ scliools in your county. 

Your county program under tl1e CWA c'.S you know, ohould 
be -roll be.le.need~ giving help end rel'ief to all sections 
of the county in r'..B m~y communities cs possible whore 
rcpr-,irs c>.rc no oded on school buildings. 

I or:i sure thrt we all want to so h~dle Fodcr£>.l Funds 
thc.t in c:>,so soaotimc in tho future t~1cre should be a 
Federal Invostig~ting Committee, we sh~ll be able to 
show that we plc.ycd no II favori tcs 11 and th ".t we did tho 
best we coul d with t:10 raoncy •wc..il-:blo. 

1ith best wishes, I nm 

Stntc Superintendent of Educ~t ion 

wfb*s 
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DIVISION OF NEGRO SCHOOLS 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
NASHVILLE 

May 2, 1934 

Mr. s. L. Smith, 
502 Cotton States Building, 
Nashville , Tennessee. 

Dear r.1r. Smith: 

Since receiving your letter of April 
24, I have made inquiry of Mr. Turner, Mr. Calhoun, 
Mr. Russell, and Hrs . \f.jlom to see if I could ar-
rive by their a.id, together with vrho.t information 
I have , at an estimate of the number of Rose1r11ald 
schools in Tennessee that have been improved during 
the present year mainly by the aid of government 
funds , and the total estimated cost of those improve­
ments. 

By making as accurate an estimate as I 
can, I believe it would be safe to say that 150 
Rosemvald school buildings and grounds have been im­
proved and that these improvements cost at least as 
much as $79, 731. 00. 

v/ith best wishes, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

~~ 
S t a t e A g e n t 

DT- M 



JAS. H. HOPE 

~ of Jioutlr 4tarolina 

~tparlmetrl of ~" 

( 

8TATC 8 UPCRUITCNDCNT 01' CDUCATION 

May 7, 1934 
COLUMBIA, S. C . 

:t.:.r . S. L. Jmi th , 
Cotton 3tates Building, 
Nashville, Tennessee . 

Dear L..r . Srni th: 

This will reply to your letter of June 1st; the 
questions being answered in the order asked. 

I . 

2. 

3 . 

4 . 

c. 

The 3tate recomnends a general policy of repairing school 
plants at regular intervals, but during the past eighteen 
months, we have atter.ipted to emphasize a general repairing 
program under the Civil Jerks ~dministration. 

In many instances, very worthwhile repairing and repaint­
ing projects have been carried through. 

I assume that your question (I) refers to the inspections 
made by the State Department of Educat ion. tie do not make 
regular inspections to recommend repairs but when needed 
repairs are incidentally observed, recommendations are made 
to the interested parties . 

At present, no counties in the State have sug~~mijies as you 
suggest . In normal times, I think several would practice 
such policies . 

None, at present. 

Re are seeking suggestions rather than offering them. ~e have 
attempted to call the attention of the County Superintendents 
of Education to the importance of 1naintaining their buildings , 
but during the past few years , taking care of teachers' salaries 
has been the principal objective of the school people. 

I believe that a County Board Fund set aside specificall y 
for repairs and up-keep of school buildings would be most~ ffective 
means or taking care of these repairs . This fund should be 
administered by a county rrechanic under the supervision of the 
County Superintendent of Education. 

I thank you for your graph . 

Si. 1erel.., yotn" ~, 

ft.~ 
~ • • Clemons- Director 
Divfsion Scho9l4ouse Planning 

and Cons_truction. 

nu• P'ARCHM&NT •• MAD& FROM COTTON TH• PRINclPAL c110P oir TN• SouYH 

) 



HARDY CROOM 

Bvsiness ManagM 

BOARD OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
DUY AL COUNTY INCLUDING CITY OF JACKSONVILLE 

R. C. MARSHALL, Svperintendent 

Address All Communications To Superintendents Office 
605 OCEAN STREET - TELEPHONE 3-1680 

J ACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 

May i4,1934. 

Mr.n.~. nilliams,»tate Agent, 

Tallahassee ,Fla. 

Dear .:>ir :-

Replying to your inquiry 0£ the 21st inst. relative 

to information requested by }!Ir . ~. L e .:>'llli th, »outhern Director, 

concerning the Rosemmld Fund,we beg to advise you as f'ollows: 

H. E. SPAULDING 

General Svpervisor 

11e do not have axry Negro school buildings in this 

county which have been built with Rosemrald £unds, or partly so. 

Our records show that in the scholastic year of 1930 and 1931 

the amount of fl~66 o66 and in l9ol and l9o~ i5~o.oo was received 

and expended £or the transportation to and :from school of Negro 

children residing in the rural districts. 

Trusting this will answer your inquiry, I am, 



W. F. BOND. 
SUPIIRINTENDBNT 

P. H .EASOM. 
SYAff AGENT 

MRS. KATEG. ELAM, 
SK:CA:rTARY 

Mr. S. L. b11ith 

~hdt nf Jaaissi ssi}l:p i 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

DIVIIION OF RURAL EDUCATION 

JACKSON 

'"'ay 30, 1934 

50? Cotton otatea Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear ,:r . Smith : 

~ 

Immediately upon receiving your questionnaire about 
the work that las done by the C. W. A. on Rosenv·ald school­
houses, I made up anc sent out a questionnaire to all 
county SU?erintendents. Up to the present time I have 
received answers from fifty county superintendents and 
thirty-two of these have made iLprovements on Rosenwald 
schoolhouses as follows : 

\ 

145 Rosenwald school plants were improved r ith the 
aid of the C. ,1. A. pro6ram at a cost of 349 , 780 , 02 
from c. ~. A. funds , Jl0 ,827 . 22, from local funds , or a 

total of ~60 , 507 . 24. 

l 

A large number of county superintendents had apolications 
for t~e i mprovement of negro schools when the order came can­
celing all materials. This su~den withdrawal of aid was 
responsible for the failure of many county superintendents to 
get work done . I happen to know that one county superintend­
ent who had thirty- five negro schools approved by the state 
and county boards and did not get to touch these because there 
were no funds for materials . 

Very cordially yours , 

p~~ 
State A0 ent 

PHE:KGE 



Mr. s. L. Smith, 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

RALEIGH 

June 4 , 1934. 

502 Cotton States Building, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Dear Mr . Smith: 

I am answPri~g you~ questionnaire of June 1 in the order in which the 
questions were submitted: 

1. Our state does recommend a general policy of repairing school 
plants at regular i ntervals, based on inspection every three or four years. 
nuring the l:.. st two years the cooperation of the FERA and the C'liA have been 
enlisted in carrying out the reco:mnendations . The great majority of our 
buildings h&"Vebeen repaired and repainted. 

2. The legal limitations of the school budget do not permit the 
employment of building mechanics . However , all of the counties of the State 
have a mechanic in charge of sohool transportation facilities . The super­
vision of repairs to plants is articulated into the duties of this school bus 
meohe.nic. 

3 . Several counties had building mechanics during the days when the 
schools were operated largely with looal funds . It was a fixed policy of 
some of these counties - particularly Durham County - to include in the school 
budget fun:ls for the r epainting of bui ldings every five years . I do not 
anticipate an early return of the time when counties will be permitted to have 
these money saving ,worthwhile employees . 

4 . The continuation of Rosenv/8.ld Day (Negro School Improvement Day) 
will continue to be helpful . A similar and combined program for all of the 
school s might be more effeotive ;even for the Rosenwald school s . The Rosenwald 
Day Idea could be emphasized as a special feature for the col ored schools. 

Your letter is a very suggestiie one and will I am sure st imulate 
all of us building men to formulete a more definite program for the more 
systema.tic inspection and up-keep of school buildings. 

I thank you for sending me a copy of the ohart , graphically telling 
the story of school building effort in the South. 

With good wishes, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

~~ 
W. F. CREDLE 

Director Schoolho se P~a'nning 
','FC EG 

III 1J 
"" 

I ) 



STATE OF MISSOURI 

, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS I CHAS. A. LEE, STATE SuPERJNTENDENT < f CITY OF JEFFERSON 

~J \ Mey 16, 1924 

r1r . s. L. Smith 
502 Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tenn9ssee 

De-:ir Mr. Smith: 

TEACHER-TRAINING DIVISION 

C. A. KITCH. JR., DIRECTOR 

I consider that the Rosenwe.ld Day P,ogr~:ns 
in th~ Negro schools in Misi OJ.ri wer'3 ver-1 wch worthwhil<: this 
veP.r. We have compiled the infor •qtion from the 11Renort on 
School Improvements" and I am '3DClo:=:ing herewith a copy for 
your infor 1ation. 

Sor:'19 repairs, paintirg, or ground improvem•,mts 
have be'::n ~ade at each of the Rosenwald buildings. I am unable to 
giv~ you the amount expended for such repair but shall attempt to 
give you this infoMation in the near futur 0 • 

CAK-mc 



C, 

Mississippi County 

REPORT ON SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS 

1953-54 

Name of School Principal P.O . Address Amount of Money 

Thompson Bend Miss W.R. H3milton Charleston $25 .00 
Oiled floor, painted building 

Rush Ridge Mr. R. D. Jones Charleston 180.00 
Building has been screened, roof repaired & window lights replaced ~15 .00 
Pits dug for both toilets, blinds built and whitewashed . Purlp 50.00 
Textbooks, dictionary & supple~entary books, about 115. 00 

Sames Julia M. Stampley Charleston 

• Gravel Ridge Hazel Eulingburg Charleston 
Walks to Toilet 

Henson Fanni9 Crosby Charleston 

Crosono Thos. Crosby Charleston 

Gray Leanetta H. Simms Wolf I sland 

New Madrid County 

Neuman Pearl Norvell Wade Portag9ville 

St. Mary Mary B. Flournoy New Mad.rid 

La Forge Mrs. Edna M. Smith New Madrid 

Scott County 

Bugg Ridge Mr. B. B. Thompson Morley 

Pemiscot County 

Braggadocio Eug•.:mia B. Tatum Hayti 
Floor repaired and window put in 

Chute Willie Mae Givens Caruthe!'SVille 

Concord P.O. Wesley Hayti 
Replacing windowpa:lles, repairing desks & blackboards 

Hayti Central Wm. Brooks Hayti 
New building. Walks, ditches, basketball court, low places filled 

Oak Grove Katye Crawley Holland 
Painting outside of building $85. Equi nment $5. 50, Improv9m~t,s on 
building & grounds $12.50 l 

4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

8.00 

11.55 

5.45 

6.00 

7.50 

11.85 

55.00 

19.00 

17.70 

100 .oo 13.bor 

10:$.00 



Pemiscot County 

Name of School Principal P.O. Address Amt of Money 

Schaeffer Mrs. A. C. Wilson Caruthersville 2.50 
Repaired the coal house 

Speer Effie Welch Hayti 14.00 
New roof on building. Repaired one sidg and papered one side 
Made ditch around school to drain campus 

St. Matthew Mrs. A. W. Gipson Caruthersville 3.80 
St9ps repaired. Inside wood trimmings fastened. Money being raised 
to build pit toilets. Low places drained, trees set out, rubbish 
buried, walks ma.de, volley and baseball fields laid out, broken desks 
repaired, county map obtained. 

St. Paul 
Oiled the floor 

Beasley Grove 
Ditch for drainage 

Beatrice Ferguson Caruthersville 

Mrs. Jsnnie Conway Steele 

Deering L. H. Gibson Deering 
Rood replired, building painted, outbuildings repaired $94.75 
Grounds leveled and deained $110 .25, pump installed $18 .75 

Canady S· d. tch Annie L. Walker Caru. thersville 
New lavatory for girls $3.00 Made walks and whitewashed outhouses 
and coal shed, also tree. $0.25 Readers for lower grades presented 
by 6ounty Superintendent H.S. Jones 

Needmore Eliza B. Hughes Caruthersville 
Improvements on windoTIS & floor $5 .00, on school apparatus $5.00 

Bass-F.ill G. w. Bass 
Temporary walks & drains - gratis {parent) 

Portageville 

Hermondale Edmon Brodie Hermondale 
Four windows & chimney $10 .00 T110 ditches, trees set out, and post 
set in front of playground $9 .00 

tunbar J.D. Frederick 
Trees & shrubbery 

10.00 

25.00 

225.75 

5.25 

10.00 

00.00 

19.00 

3.00 

Fisher Mrs. Cora Row\ds Caruthersville 100.00 
Building painted $45.00, leveled yard in front $45.00, made a locker 
for bocks $10.00 



M. D. COLLINS 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

OF SCHOOLS 

fetatt 
~e,pa1rtmrnt of JZ!)ucafion 

.Athmta, '6t>ory,3ia 

June 4, 1934 

Mr. S. L. Smith 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

As a plain matter of fact, the State 
of Georgia does not have any too definite a program 
relating to the construction and upkeep of school 
buildings. The school laws of this state do not give 
us as much control over this matter as we should have. 
I am sure our State Department would recommend a general 
policy of inspection and repairing of school buildings, 
but at the present time this is not done. 

With the exception of a very few of 
the l arger counties; namely, Fulton, Bibb, Chatham, 
and Richmond, which have regularl y empl oyed maintenance 
men, none of the counties follow a general policy in 
this regard. So far as I know, the counties mentioned 
above are about the only ones which employ men for 
repairs and upkeep. 

I am answering this letter rather 
hurriedly and, if you do not mind, will postpone 
answering the fourth question until I have a bit more 
time. 

Cordially yours, 

JCD/h 

g {!/)~ 
C. Dixon 

pervisor of Negro Education 



w . F . BONO. 

5U~ER1NTE.NOENT 

W . G. E c KLES. 
DUtl:CTO lt 

w . E . CAMl'IIELL. 

A9$IITANT OUIICCT Oll!I 

~fait nf Jtti11sissip:pi 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

DIVISION. SCHOOL BUILDING SERVICE 

JACKSON 

Mr. S. L. Smith 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

June 5, 1934 

In reply to question one in your letter of June 1, 
we do recommend a maintenance program without stip­
ulating or providing the exact intervals of inspection. 

2. Under our district school administration plan, 
the responsibility for providing the school plant 
and maintaining the school plant rests largely with the 
school district rather than with the county administra­
tion. Our county superintendents have been interested 
to some extent of course in the problem of maintenance, 
more especially since our c.w.A. program last fall. 

3. I lmow of no counties in ~hich a county school 
mechanic is employed for a period of twelve months 
during the year and who works directly under the 
county superintendent of education. 

4. I have no suggestions to offer at this time but 
I would welcome any good suggestions for such a program. 

Cordially yours, 

/ti/~ 
W. G. Eckles 

WGE:RW Director,School Building Service 



Mr. S.L.Smi th 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville, Tenn. 

My dear Mr. Smith: 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

RICHMOND 

June 5, 1934 

Replying to your letter of June 1st, please let me thank you first 
for the chart on the comparison of school property values in the south, based 
on pupil enrolment for 1930. This is very interesting data. 

Answering specifically your questions concerning school building 
maintenance: 

First: We have for a number of years been emphasizing the importance 
of employing full-time county school mechanics to make repairs and handle main­
tenance problems as needs arise. We have no regular periodic inspection service 
on which to base recommendations for repairs. 

Second: It is the usual practice to make the necessary repairs during 
the summer months in practically all the counties. 

'lhird: Of the 100 collllties in Virginia, 12 employ full-time county 
school mechanics, 16 employ pa.rt-time county school mechanics, 6 have a program 
of men specifically designated to do special phases of work, such as a roofing 
man to repair all roofs, a plumber to make plumbing repairs, etc. The balance 
depend upon a pick-up repair man to do the necessary repairs as such needs arise. 

Fourth: In our judgment the best method of securing satisfactory maintenance 
on school buildings is to train a competent corps of janitors for the larger schools, 
employ them on a twelve months basis, and depeud upon them to do the odds and ends 
of repair work, and to employ a full-time county school mechanics for the larger 
counties, and on a part-time basis for the smaller counties, perhaps two or more 
counties employing one full-time man, let such man use janitors during the summer 
months for painting and repair work, provided such janitors are trained for the 
type of repair work they are called upon to perform. 'lhe best method for sti1l1Ul.ating 
this we think is to have the more progressive counties enter into the program and 
show by definite and specific results the saving and benefits to the counties as the 
result of such program. It is a long up-hill problem but it is our judgment that 
procedure along this line is the most satisfactory for a well rounded and continuous 
maintenance program. 

With best wishes, I am 

RVL:LC 
Buildings 



STATE OF MISSOURI 

DEPARTNIENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mr. S. L. Smith 
Cotton States Building 
Nashville , Tennessee 

Dear Mr- . Smith: 

CHAS. A. LEE, STATE SOP.ERINTENDENT 

CITY OF JEFFERSON 

June 5, 1934 

I have your letter asking for inf0rmation relati ,·e to the repair 
program of' schools. 

l - We are organizing a repair pro~ram for the schools in the state and are 
handling it throuv-h the school ro.mini strators • One of our big problems is 
to be able to provide adeqvate sunervisor s reports . The school men in ,·eneral 
are not qualified to t e 11 just whai repa i.r shoulc be made and 11.ow they should 
be made • I f we could provide an adequate force to keep one or -b:.o r1en in the 
field they would e :ihle to help the ci<d rict save larr-;e sums of money. 
·e have al-out L0, 000, 000 invested in public school buildings and if we 

could extend the normal ureful life of these buiJdin,s for even two or three 
yi>e.rs we co11:1_d effec-t e substantial savinr to t.he staie . 

2 - 011r v•ork ic not done 1::y counties but each school unit , other thim the 
rural school • con"r-a•·~ directly with the state • 

3 Q. None of th«" counties ha,·e reg-ul<ir buildinr- mechanics . 

4 - 1•e , elieve t a .. school mechanics sel ected throu,:h the county euper.;ntendent 
and supervised by the bu-ilding department of the State Department of Education 
woulc' a.id rnaterially. 

We are hol ding several ;ianitorial schools each year El.nd find that we 
can reach a l ot of the people this wflv, but our force is sme., 1 to make all of 
the contacts df'sired. 

Si ncerely yours , 

N. F. Viles , Director 
School Build "ng Se rvice 



Mr. S. L. Smith, 
Cotton States Building, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

BATON ROUGE 

June 7, 1954. 

I will answer categorically the questions you raise in your 
letter or June 1 with reference to repairing negro school buildings. 

1. Does your state recommend a general policy of repairing 
school plants at regular intervals based on inspection every three or 
four years? 

Answer: No. 

Explanatory Statement: Louisiana is one of the states that does 
not have a special building supervisor connected with the State Department 
of Education. We have a committee composed of members of the State 
Department of F.ducation appointed by the State Superintendent, to examine 
plans and specifications drawn by architects for new buildings and repairs 
and renovations for old buildings, but we do not have anyone whose special 
rosiness 1 t is to inspect school buildings. Mr. Barrow and I, in the course 
of our visits to the various parishes, attempt to inspect as many of the 
Rosenwald schools as we can and advise the superintendents and school 
officials about what should be done to keep them in proper state of repair, 
but we cannot say that this is systematic to the extent that we see every 
Rosenwald school every two or three years. During the last few months a 
great many of the parishes have taken advantage or the opportunity to 
obtain free labor from the government and have repaired, renovated, and re­
painted a large number of Rosenwald schoolhouses, the best work along this 
line having been done in Cle.iborne Parish, Webster Parish, Lincoln Parish, 
Bienville Parish, and Morehouse Parish. That work has not yet been completed. 
In cases where the Federal government has withdrawn aid, a good many of the 
superintendents are continuing the work through this summer. After the 
school session closes we will make an effort to get some estimate with reference 
to the number or schoolhouses repaired, renovated, and repainted and the value 
or this work. 

2. What counties in your state, if any, have such policies in normal. 
times? 

Answer: Webster, Claiborne, Sabine, Bienville, Union, St. Charles, 
Caddo, and Ouachita. 
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S. L.S. 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

D E PARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

BATON ROUGE 

6-7-54. 

5. How many counties employ regular building mechanics who 
devote their time mainly to repairs and upkeep? 

Answer: F.ast Baton Rouge, Webster, Caddo, and Ouachita. 

4. W'tiat suggestions have you to offer for stimulating such a 
policy in your state? 

Answer: Several things might be done. First, the State Superintendent 
could instruct the entire staff of supervisors during their visits to parishes 
to make inspections of all school buildings and report the general conditions 
with recommendation that competent builder or architect be called upon to 
make estimates of the cost of such repairs at parish expense. Second, if 
funds were available, a special building supervisor could be employed by 
the State to visit all school ple.nts and make estimates and recommendations 
to the superintendents and school boards. In all .cases it seems to me that 
some sort of an educational c8lllpaign should be conducted to impress upon 
superintendents, school boards, and school officials the necessity for 
keeping the school buildings in the proper stete of repair. A recommendation 
from an expert with reference to repairs of certain buildings would not result 
in any good unless his recommendations were carried out and unless the school 
boards were willing to spend a little money for the preservation of the 
school plants. It has been awfully hard, in the last few years especially, 
to have school boards make any money available for these purposes. In 
Louisiana in normal times it was very difficult to keep the school buildings 
in a normal state of repair, and it is Dnlch harder now. If we could have a 
special fund created by the State Legislature to be used for repairing school 
buildings, repainting them, etc. , it would be a good thing when properly 
supervised and adml..nistered. 

Yours sincerely, 

• ACL:S 



H IGH SCHOOL DIVISION 

J. AN DREW H OLLEY 
E. L . MORRISON 

E. E. HALL EY 

?.tr . S. L. Smith, 
Cotton States :Building, 
Nashvi lle , Tennessee. 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

~tab .&f ~ltlaqinm:t 
1lltVttdm.rnt af J'ttb-H+ JJtulfrn:+fum 

JOHN VAUGHAN, SUPER1l'ilTC:H0f!NT 

CLAY 'W. KERR, A.ss'T SuPEfUN TE:NOC:NT 

June a, 1934. 

Yl ( 0 .... 

RURAL SCHOOL DIVISION 

E . A . DUK E 
HASK ELL P RUETT 

I am quite in sympathy with the questions of repaiting school 
plants as mentioned in your letter of June 1. We have had no regular policy 
of reco:::mendillg the repair of school plants based upon inspection. Our staff 
is so limited that I do not see how time could be taken from our regular routine 
work to make inspections of all school buildiDgs. 

Oklahoma. does not have a County Unit plan so there could hardly 
be a county policy about the repair of school buildiDgs except in an advisory 
capacity by the County Superintendent. 

Likewise without the County Unit system none of our counties 
employ a regular building mechanic. 

One of the most important things which would stinru.J.ate a repair 
program in Oklahoma. would be some source of revenue which would enable the school 
officials to do the repairs which they would like to do. 

The financi al situation in Oklahoma for schools is cer tainly a 
very serious one. All but two counties in the state now have State Aid districts. 
State Aid regulations are such that money has not been furnished districts for 
repair of buildings, nor have such distri cts been able to raise local funds for 
needed repairs. Before we got Federal r elief last winter, I was in one school 
building while it was r aining and the r oof leala,d so much that it would have 
filled a wash tub in about five seconds. Thanks to the Federal Government, we 
have been able to repair school buildiI!gs in Okl ahoma by the hundreds. Mr. Willi.ams 
and I bot h have worked long hours for many- weeks supervising as much of this as 
we possibly could. 

Some of the buildings whi ch were in stich a bad state of repair 
were salvaged and r econstruction started, some buil di ngs were complete. In other 
cases, the projects wer e stopped when the buildings were about one-half completed., 
and some of such buildings have had nothing done to them for more than two months. 
You may wel l guess what has happened to the beginning of otherwise good :four-­
teacher buildings. 



P88e 2 - S. L. Smith 

I suppose you Jmow that the Assistant State Superintendent 
double-crossed our great friend, Mr. Vaughan, an:l is ma.king a strenuous campaign 
in opposition to him. Furthermore, the Governor has one of his cousins as a 
candidate against Mr. Vaughan. The first primacy is July 3, and the second 
primary the last of July. I feel quite con.4i4ent that Mr. Vaughan will be 
re-elected, but the situation has n:s.de !'Il8ny unpleasant experiences for the con­
structive school people in Oklahoma. 

Inast1t1.ch as the G.E.B. has definitely decided to discontinue the 
school buildillg division after the n8."!:t session of the Legislature, it seems that 
our most important job now would be to get Mr. Vaughan re-elected so that the 
we could be fairly certain of havi.Dg the work continued. by the next session of the 
Legislature this winter. Unless this happens, I can1 t even guess what will become 
of the repair of the 1700 school building jobs on which I have worked in Ok:tahona. 

EP-g 
Haskell Pruett, Director 
Division of Schoolhouse Planning •. 
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S TATE OF ALABAMA 

D EPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

June 
Eight 
l 9 3 4 

Mr. S. L. Smith 

MONTGOMER Y 

Director fior Southern Office 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

In reply to your inquiries of June 1 , 
permit me to s~, that this Department recommends 
to county boards of education the policy of repair­
ing school plants based on all-time repair crews. 
However, but few county boards have had the funds 
to carry out the plans. Jefferson and Mobile 
Counties so far as I know are the only two counties 
that have been successf'u.l in the operation of this 
plan. In "tey opinion it is a wise policy and I 
would like very much to see all county boards of 
edcuation adopt the plan. However, I find on 
advising with the various boards that lack of 
funds is the ma.in excuse, They all agree that the 
plan is practical and should be adopted. 

Yours very truly, 

~l~ 
Director of Schoolhouse Planning 

L:DB 



STATE OF FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

W. S . CAWTHON 
SU~C.fltlt,tTCN0~MT 

Mr. S. L. Smith 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

TALLAHASSEE 

June 19, 1934 

Your letter to me concerning the up-keep of the buildings 
in the State of Florida has been discussed with Mr. \Williams. 
I am giving you the benefit of his answers. 

The State recommends a general policy of repairing schools at 
regular intervals. So far as Mr. ••illiams knows there is no 
county in the State which has a definite policy relative to 
repairs for schoolhouses. Five counties that we know of employ 
building mechanics who devote their time to repairs and up-keep. 
As yet we have no definite suggestions to offer for stimulating 
such a program but we hope to work out some suggestions during 
the summer. 

With best wishes to you and your work, I am 

Yours sincerely 

JLG: S 
Directo4v~~~~e 



J. W. HUFFINGTON 
SUPERVISOR OF COLORED SCHOOLS 

Mr. S. L. Smith, 

ST.A.TE OF 1M.A.RYLAND 

DEPARTMEN T OF EDUCATION 
TwENTlKTD n.ooa. I.EXlN'GTON' BUIU>ll(C. 

I.EXINGTON AND LIBERTY STREETS 

BALTIMORE 

502 Cotton States Building, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

My dear Mr. Smith: 

June 22, 1934. 

In reply to your inquiry of June 1, I beg to advise 

1. That the general policy of repairing at regular intervals is 
left to the county - with an encouragement from the State Depart~ent of 
Education to do this. 

2. Twelve of the 23 counties have such a policy in normal times. 

3. Ten of the 23 counties employ a regular mechanic who devotes 
time mainly to repairs and upkeep. In f.foryland construction is purely a 
county function with no State financial 3id whatever. Plans for build­
ings must be approved by the State Superintendent. Hence, we can do 
little more than at present , .. ~1ich is to encourage, ;iass on suitcbility 
of repairs, etc., since the Stnte as a commonwealth pays no part of bill. 

Thanks for Graph V. It is interesting. 

Sincerely yours, 

9£~rf Schools. ' I 



Same letter to 
W.F. Credle 
"lay L. Hamon 
~- G. ~ckles - 1J/18/5t 

\ 

Dear t!r. Favrot: The trustees or the Jul~us Rosenwald F'-.1.~d 
have been giving n good deal of atte~tion 

to the question of curr ent r~pairs to rur 1 school buil1ings. 
Since the Fund took so great an interest in erectin~ ecro acbools 
we .feel thnt wo have nn obligatlon and an in tere~t in hnv!.nc tl1"'m 
maintained on a level of efficiency md beeuty. e c:m not ~d 
should not e!lter into another proer ri oi sub!3idy either fer bui ld 
lngs or c:!lintenance but it has occurred to us that e might hel p 
by stimulus and the ~rovidlng of general nrogr sms ~hich might be 
adopted by the several states. 

To thiA end the trustMA hnvF:l reqnested 1r.c 
to naoe o. co:llilittee rl1ich mi£}1t serve as rl --nnine mid ti.dvisory 
group tot.he vnrious otates on this subject. : sm askln£ 
Mr. S. L. Snith_:to &erve s chsirno.n of such n committee. and I 
hope tli7i "' yo\; \"Till consent to be a member of it. he duti""S of 
the coc:llttce should not b?. burdensom~ since 1r Smith or other 
persons designntoo by the coll1ll.ittee ~ill SP~ to carrsing out any 
plans or recom1te?1dations which it !!l'lkes. 

I an elso aslcine ·r. ._[. ft.redle of the 
North "nrolina State Department of Public I-natruction E:'.nd Llr . 

~ ll~ of GeorGe P.sbody ~oll~ge for Teachers to be me~bcrs 
of th committee. It is understood that th~ com~i ttee cay add 
to its c~~ er 8hin if it GO el ects. Of courQe r-e will ~eet any 
expenses incurred by membdrs Jn the course of th~ir com~ittec ser­
vice . On account of your interest nd experience in this fiel d 
an:l the val.,;able service that you c~ rer. er, I hope very ouch 
that y~u will agroe to s~rvc on this comillittP-e. 

' \ ._ ·"'r . Leo Favrot 
Gener0 l Educ~tion Boar d 
910 Louisiana Jati onn.l Bank Buil ding 
Baton ~ouge, t..ouisian~ 

Very truly your s, 



Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Marqaret S. Simon 
Secretary 

D. A. Elvidqe 
Comptrol ler 

,, 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

Dear Mr . Smith: 

4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

J tme 26, 1934 

As suggested in your note , you 

are authorized to use small 

advances from the $10, 000 appropriation for school 

house rehabilitation any t i me during the summer 

for call ing meetings of the advisory committee. 

My best cl.shes to you as I shortl y 

start out of the country. I think re have an under­

standing about everythi ng that is likel y to come up 

during the summer. 

ERE:MLU 

Mr . S . L. Smith 
Hotel Tashington 
Washington, D. C. 

Very truly yours , 

> - ► ► ... 



GEORGE PEABODY COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS 
NASHVILLE TENNESSEE 

June 26, 1934 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree , President 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago\ Illinois 

My dear Mr. Embree: 

I just received your letter of June 25 asking me to serve 

on a committee with Mr . Smith and others for the purpose of 

working out plans for better plant maintenance of the Rosenwald 

Schools in the South. 

It is with pleasure that I accept this appointment. I 

consider it an honor to be selected by you and asked to serve 

with Ur . Smith , Mr. Favrot , and Mr. Credle. I am also very 

much concerned about the maintenance , or the lack of maintenance , 

of your Rosenwald Buildings. I t distresses me to see the large 

investment the Julius Rosenwald Fund made in school plants so 

rapidly depreciate for the lack of minor repairs and paint. 

What was done this past year through the C. w. A. was only the 

beginning. 

Sincerely yours , I 
/ 

Ray L Ramo~ 
Prof ssor of. School Administration 

• 
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ST A TE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

RALEIGH 

June 29 , 1934 

Mr . Edwin R. Embree, Presiden 
Julius Rosenvm.ld Fund , 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago. 

Dear .r . ~bree: 

- . 

1 f 

{ t t-

Your letter of June ?5 , outlining plans of the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund for keeping a.B.ve community inter­
es·I; in the n,.ainten'.lnce and beautifico.ti::m of the colored 
school plants cf the South, i receiv~d. I think the 
Fund is l aunching this procram ate most opportune ti~e. 

Surely, I nm glad to accept service on the com­
mittee vm.ich you rrientioned, and I shf'll h~ pleased if I 
cen :rmke a contribution in this most orth~hile undertak­
ing. 

It might be of interest to you to know t.'1.at , in 
spite of the feet that we have h~d our full measure of 
elmost every conceiwble ki~d of reqotion, we have in 
i,. ediqte prospects almost ·4 , 000, 000. 00 to be used in 
th- construction of school ~uildings during the sur... ~r 
and fall months. A reusorui.bly fair proportion of the 
funds a.re going into the construction of Negro schools . 
I am more cc 'linoed than ever th9.t the v hole"o nA attitude 
of hite pevple towards the Negroes, hi~h the Rosenvro.ld 
Fund he.shad so larg .... :-~rt in creating, .ill be perma­
nent in North CRrol1~~ . 

remin, 

'TFC EG 

V'i th good wishes nnd kind per sona.l regr rds , I 

Very sincerely your~, 

" . F. C 7 DLE/ 
Dirnctor Schoolhouse Planning 

--1 , 



EXHll3I T_£ 

JULIUS ROSENW ALO FUND 

~~ 

COPY 
June 2.,, 1954 

Dea Mr. li&.aiont The Trustees of the Julius Ro:,enwald 
Fund h~ve been giving" good d6al of ~t­

tent1on to the quention of ourrent repai rs to J."Ural school 
buildings. Since the Fund took so groat en interest i n erecting 
NesN tchool :s we feel tlu..t wo hs.ve an obllg~tion end an int er­
est in having ther.i maintained on a lev~l o!' effici ency and 
beauty. Jfo can not end shoul d not enter iD~ • nother progr am 
of subsidy either for buil ding& or .:u.iintenance, but 1 t has occurred 
to ue th t we might help by stiClUlus nnd the prod aing of genernl 
programs which mi tht be adopted by the eeverul states. 

To thls end the tn>.steee have requested me 
to name a co~<:littee which r.light serve tio a pl sr.ning c.nd advi sory 
group to the various states on this subject. l a:n asking 
Mr. s. L. Smith to serve as chairman o!' such n coin~i tt.ee ~d 
I hup• ~~~t you will consent to be a ~ember of i t . The duti es 
of t.h com.l\1ttee should not be burdf'nsvm':11 s lnce Ur. Smith or 
other persons designe.ted by the co.u:ii ttee will set to car rying 
out any plans or reco;-:unendotion·s whlob it 1n.clcos. 

I a:.11. also nsking Mr. Leo JI.. Fuvrot of the 
Generul. Education Boo.rd n.nd Mr. I . F. Credle of. the North Caro­
lina State Department of Public I nstructi on t',o be 111eJ1bers of the 
co'llmittee. It 1a understood thttt the coin:nittee may sd,j to i ts 
memtership if it so elects. Of cou~ee we will meet MY expenses 
incurred by mcmbero in the course of ~heir committee service. 
Oc ~ccount of your interest nnd exper1enc~ ill this fiel a and the 
vr.l.uoble service that you c&n render, 1 h,pe very ~uch th&t you 
wil l agree to serve on this oo~oittee. 

Very trul y yours, 

( Signed) Ld•in R. Embree 

EREillLO 

Mr. Ray L. Hwnon 
George Peabody College for Teachers 
Nashville, Tennossee 



tt s,u I 
...................... "J'.?.. . . L.e.L ......... STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

TO THE SUPERINTENDENT OF ......... M~.COUNTY: 

1. Do- y;ou have at present a county mechanic or repair and maintenance man to look after the up-keep 

of schoolhouses, grounds, and equipment? ......................... Is he employed by the year? ........................ . 

What salary does he receive? ........................................................... . 

2. Does your county have a program for school plant repairs in which the buildings and equipment 

are inspected at regular intervals and repairs made when needed? ........................ . 

-s.. (a) From your experience as Superintendent how often do you think a schoolhouse should be painted 
I 

(1) inside? ................................ and (2) outside? .................................. (b) What is the approximate cost 

of repainting a one-teacher school inside and outside? .................................. , and a two-teacher school 

inside and outside? .................................. . 

4. What in your opinion would be a satisfactory set-up for a continuous county-wide program for 

keeping schoolhouses and equipment repaired and repainted, and the schoolgrounds kept attractive 

and sanitary? ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

Date ............................................................ 193 ....... . 
County Superintendent. 



;) e,_,;;, 0 f'<-~ 
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........................................................ ST ATE DEPARTMENT OF EDU CATION 

~ 
TO THE SUPERINTENDENT OF .................................................................. COUNTY. 

Our records show the information on the following N,egro school built by aid of the Julius Rosenwald Fund 
in your county which was given at the time the building was reported completed: 

School.. ......... ~ ........................................................................................................... , Size ...... ---......... Teacber3 

Built in 19 ...................... ; total cost of bui,1.ding, grounds and equipment $ ......... ~ ........... . 
For our further information will you, please, fill in the blanks below at your earliest convenience and return 

to the State Department of Education? This will be helpful to us in efforts to plan a program of continuous school 
plant up-keep. 

1. Type of construction: Frame ? .............. ; Brick ? .............. Brick v.eneer ? .............. ; Stone ? .............. ; Concrete ? ............ . 

2. Is building still in use? .................................................................................. If n.ame has been changed make correction. 

3. Has it been enlarged?..................... If so, how many rooms? .................................................... . 

4. Improvements made: (a) Repainted inside .................. , outside .................. ; (b) Roof .................. ; (c) Steps ................. . 

(d) General repairs .................. ; (e) Additional equipment... ............... ; (f) Schoolgrounds beautified (describe what 

has been done) .................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

•••••••••••• .. ••••• .. ••••••••••• .. •• .. •••••••• .. • .. •••••••••••••• .. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·•••• .. •• .. •••••••••••••••••••••••••n•••• .. ••••••••• •••o••••••••••••• .. • .. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

5. Give the total cost or value of improvements on the building, equipment and grounds the past four years 

$..................................... Ho,v much of this was done through federal aid? $ ......................................................................... . 

6. Report condition of the following as good, fair, or poor: (a) Buildings ........................................ ; (b) Equipment 

........................................ ; (c) Grounds ........................................ ; and (d) Water Supply ....................................................... . 

7. List funds that might be made available from the following sources for rehabilitation work: 

(a) Private ...................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

(b) Public ........••.•............•..........•..........•.............................................................. ····································································-······ 

(c) CWA (any Federal funds) ........................................................................................................................................... - ..... . 

8. How many Negro schools have been built on modern plans the past two years?······················································-·· 

What was approximate cost? $ ......................................... . 

Date ............................................................................ , 19 ........ . 



EXHIBIT 1 
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

SOUTHERN OFFICE 

COPY 
July 16 , 19M 

Dear Mr. Cook• As the Julius Rosenwald Fund has given aid 
toward tho construction of mo:t'e th&t 6000 

Negro public schools in 8Bo countieo of fifteen Southern St~tes, 
costing t..round thirty million ooll&rs, the Officers and l'rustcea nro 
neturally ~terested in knowin; .now well the:; tre being preJerved 
for long- timo use b] a eyste~stic progr&~ of up-keep. 

A:? evidence of this interest. the following 
t1.ction was tween t".t. the Idf,y, 1934 meeting of tha Joard of trustees: 
(1) .i-. modest su.m ,ms appropriated to be used for the purp:>so of 
or,.,onizing W1d evolvinc the best. etuods to be used in r.n intensive 
cLJnpsign for repe.irs and be&.utificr.tion of these achool plants, in­
cluding grounds nnd equipJtent; end ( ~) the Pre.,id;-.11<., oI the Fund w&.s 
authorized to appoint a. committee for dflvelopment of mott1::>ds of keep­
ing Ne"'ro public schools in continuous repe.ir .. nn beautifict.tion. 
~r. Embree appointed the fol lowing aie::ibers on the Cooini ttee; Lr. lay 
Hamon, School Administration, Peabody College; W. F. Credle, State 
Supervisor of School Pl&nts, north Caroliata; Leo fl . Fuvrot of the 
Gcnerc Education Board t.nd s. L. Smith, Chair~en. 

The co:i.mittee ht·s h .. ri one aeot.!.:::.~ t:.nd decidEd as 
a first step to find out the present condl tions of' ns !11:.:ny of these 
L11ilcings in each 3tnte ~~ posr-ible,• in~lud!~g tne ~xtent of ia­
provements mad.- through goveru'!lent !uads and other e.id. tl sir:iplified 
bllmk is being repared for the purpose of gathering l:.hia information 
tnrough the various State Departments of Eoucutlon, which will be 
sent you "1thin ti. fe·11 days. If necesser,,- we could likely furnish i, small 
sum t o cover necessary expenses of gatheriog these fncts. 

On behalf 01' tb.e co:n.-ni t t e I ~ writing to 
ask for the cooperation of both you a.nd your steff in thie im1ortullt 
project. We ehu.11 be very _le.cl to h&ve ony su~gestions you may f1ad 
time to give us from time to time. 

SLS&ch 

Supt. ~'1-bert S. Cook 
Baltimore, Maryltnd 

cc to U.r. 1. lfslter !luff'illgton 

Sincerely, 

S. L. Smith 

F' 



Exhibit F 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

SOUTHERN OFFICE 

COPY 
July- 16, l9E-4 

:Cear Ir. Cooks As the Julius Rosenwald Y.'und h&s g.!lven aid 
toward the construction of more th.an &JCO 

Negro public echools in 885 counties of fifteen Soathern States, 
costing round thirty million dollars, the fficers amd Tristees are 
nuturally interested in knowing how ell t.ey arc bflir.g presorvsd 
for 1000 -ti•e use b o systeanti~ progr am of up-keep. 

As eddence ot !:.hie int~rest t 1e following 
action was taken at t~e fl&T, 19M mectiD~ ~f t~e Boara of Trust ee~, 
(l) A Qode5t sua was ap.ropriated. to be ~sed for the urpose or 
or,uani&ing nd evolving the bei;;t aethods t:, be used in t!D 1ntc.ns1-.a 
campaig11 for repairs nnd b~.autiflcation of these school plf.Jlte, in­
clucing grounds {&lld cquip~~ntJ end (2) the rre~iden+ of tho Fund• s 
authorised to appoint n com:::iittee for develop~cct of .etbods of keep­
ing U~ro pub.lie schools in continuous repolr nnd b~stification. 

r • . E!lbrce a,,p:-ointed the following meabera on the 601:l!rlttee, Dr. Ra1 
Haon, ·School of !dl:llinistre~ion, Peac~oy College; w. r . Credle, State 
Sui)eni1or of School Plante, orth c~rolina; Leo •• Fs.vro t of tbe 
General Education Bot..rdJ L:Ud S. L . Saith, Cllairaan. 

The com11i ttee has had one 1Ue:etins; and 
decided as a first step to find out the present conditions of aa 
many of these buildings in e ch state e.s :posaible, including the 
extent of 1c.proYcmenta made t,'lrou."'h ,ovel'DJlent fu.nd~ aid otht:r aid. 
A simplified bl &nk is bei:ng prepared :for the purpose ot eathering 
tbls int'ormation 'throuuh the vurious State Dcpartaents or lducation, 
which will be sent yo1.1 •itb.in a few days. If necessary •o could 
likely furnish o si.uul"sll.:l1 tc c::>ver necescary expE>.nses or gather.i.ug 
these ft.cts . 

On beh lf oft e co2~1ttoe lam writin& 
to ask for the cooperati o of botn ycu t:.nd your staff n this iJ:1-
port:mt project. e sh ,1 be Y ry glad. to have E.ll)' GU6£:estions 1ou 
awy fi?ld ·ti.ae to give us froJl time to time. 

SLSi ch 

Supt. Albert S . Cook 
Bsl ti ore~ ryland 

cc to 


