January 20, 1936

My dear Mr. Keller: As I think you know, the Julius Rosenwald

Fund ie now giving special attention to
rural education in the South. While in our school building pro-
gram we concentrate upon Negro schools because of the serious
lacks of that branch of the dual school system, in the educational
efforts we are considering rural needs generally without regard to
race. At the moment, our activities are in the realm of study and
experiment. A Council on Rural FEducation, composed of both
southern and northern educators and statesmen, is in general super-
vision of these activities.

I have attempted to outline our plans and
our ideas a8 to education in rural areas in a statement which
appeared in the annual report of the Fund and in the colusms of
School snd Society, and which has been reprinted in a separate
pamphlet, a copy of which I am enclosing with this letter. I have
thought that, in case you have not seen it, you might be interested
in reading this statement. The superintendents of education of
several of the states have asked for copies to distribute to members
of their departments and, in some cases, to all county superinten-
dents within their state.

We are very glad to make available as many
coplies of this pamphlet ae any department cares to use, and we will
be glad to handle the distribution in any way most convenient. We
can send the pamphlets to you to be distributed directly by your
office or, if you prefer, we will gladly send out the pamphlets from
this office to lists of addresses that you might suggest. On the
whole, I think it is more effective if the pamphlets are sent out by
the departments concerned, ratlier than by this office. We can
furnish the pamphlets with mailing envelopes or we can send them to
you in bulk to be mailed out in your own containers.

¥hile we are not yet prepared to give concrete
assistance, either in subsidies or in detalled suggestions for
8chool  or normal college reorganization, we Hopa.-‘,ppat our thinking
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and planning may be of some service to officials and individuals
who are confronted with the important task of enriching rural
education.

Very truly yours,

EREsrm Eown R 'Funes

Hr. Jo. As Keller
State Department of Education
Montgomery, Alabama
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THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. WASHINGTON. D. C.

Dr. Bdwin R. Embree, President ' ; -

The Julius Rosenwald Fund
Chicago, Illinois

My dear Dr. Embree:

I have just read with consi derable interest your article on
"Byural Education" in School and Society for November 2, For the most

part I am in agreement with you as to what should be taught in rural

elementary schools. Although I would prefer to see in &ll rural schools

& wider range of opportunities than you describe, I know full well that
until more radical changes in school organization and in financisl

support occur than have yet, a vast practicel improvement in instruction

in the most negleeted rural areas would result from doing what you say.

I an much interested in the Council on Rural Education set up
by the Julius Rosenwald Pund, and in the work it proposes to do. You
know I am devoting my full time in the National BEducation Associstion to
the Department of Rural Education and to research in this field. If you
find occasion to use my cooperation and that of the National Educetion

Agsociation, I shculd be

well as anybody else, that I am more fundamentally interested in problems
of public education affecting the more or less underprivileged classes of

leased to have you call on me. You know, as

population than in any other phase of education.

”

Ih 5 I would be pleased to receive the bulletins to which you refer

in the footnotes of your article (psges 591-92.)

With kind personaltregarda, I am

William G. Carr
Director

HAD:DSL

Cordially yours, )

\/’.ZZWA/,, Al o e /

Howard A. Dawson
Assistant Director, Research Division
end Specialist in Bural Educastion




THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, WASHINGTON. D. C.

Mr, Edwin R, Embree, President 3T

Julius Rosenwald Fund e, SO @

Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr, Embree:

I was very pleased to read in School and Society recently
of your plans for a Council on Rural Education. I note that reports
of the Rural School Exploration, including reports of your work and
surveys in various regions, are available. I should appreciate it
very much if the National Education Association might be placed on
your mailing list to receive this material,

While I am writing, I should like particularly to say a
word of appreciation in regard to your second basiec principle "that
we are working with regular public schools and in direct cooperation
with public school authorities.™ At a time when too many people are
engaged in setting up little parallel school systems of their own,
this announcement of policy from the Council on Rural Education is
particularly welcome,

I hope that you will find it convenient to send me the
Bulletins and to keep us informed concerning other important de-
velopments in your work. You may count on us to be of any assist-
ance we can in return,

Williem G, Carr
Director, Research Division

WGC:MS8
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Mr. Edwin R. Embree,

President, The Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue,

Chicago, I11.

iy dear Mr. Embree:

I have read with great interest your article
in School and Society (November 2nd) on Rural Education,
and also the 1935 Review of the Julius Rosenwald Fund. I
find your viewpoints concerning rural education vory-
challenging; and all the more so, since I am weighing the
possibility and the advissbility of devoting my Sabbatical
year to a study of the reorganization of rural education
among Negroes.

A footnote, in your article, states that certain
material "may be had by others who have a serious interest in
the subject." I am writing, therefore, to ask if you will
kindly send me whatever bulletins, reports, surveys, etc.,
(concerning rural education) that you have for distribution.
Such material will help me the more clearly to define the
problem for myself, and tiereby to discover the possibility
of personal and practical research in the field.

Thanking you in advance for your courteous
consideration of this request, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Chtto X Woadk..,

Alethea H., Washington
Professor of Education
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sent to all Ptate Agents for Negro Schools
except: Arkansas, Missouri, and Virginia - l%i?‘gﬁ.

January 20, 1936

bty dear Mr. King: As I think you know, the Julius Rosenwald

Fund is now giving special attention to
rural education in the South. While in our school building program
we concentrate upon Negro schooles because of the serious lack of
that branch of the dual school system, in the educational efforts we
are considering rural needs generally without regard to race. At
the moment, our activities are in the realm of study and experiment.
A Council on Rural Education, composed of both southern and northern
educators and statesmen, is in general supervision of these activi-
ties.

I have attempted to outline our plans and
our ideas as to education in rural areas in a statement which appeared
in the annual report of the Fund and in the column of School and
Society, and which has been reprinted in a separd te pamphlet, a copy
of which I am enclosing with thig letter. I havé‘fhought that, in
case you have not seen it, you might be interested in reading this
statement. The superintendents of education in several of the states
have asked for copies to distribute to members of their departments
and, in some cases, to all county superintendents within their state.

We are very glad to make available as many
copies of this pamphlet as any department cares to use, and we will
be glad to handle the distribution in any way most convenient. We
can send the pamphlets to you to be distributed directly by your
office or, if you prefer, we will gladly send out the pamphlets from
this office to lists of addresses that you might suggest. On the
whole, I think it is more effective if the pamphlets are sent out by
the departments concerned, rather than by this office. We can fur-
nish the pamphlets with mailing envelopes or we can send them to you
in bulk to be mailed out in your own containers.

While we are not yet prepared to give con-
crete assistance, either in subsidies or in detailed suggestions for
school or normal college reorganization, we hope that gur thinking
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Mr. Lloyd W. King : -l Jenuary 20, 1936

and planning mey be of some service to officials and individuals who
are confronted with the important task of enriching rural education.

- Very truly yours,
EDwIN R

EEirm

Mr. Lloyd W. King
State Department of Education
Jefferson City, Missouri
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State of Oklahoma
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Mr. Edwin R. BEmbree, President :
The Julins Rosenwald Fund (il ML+ o€

4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear lir. BEmbree:

Your letter of January 20th, addressed to Superintendent John
Vaughan, was placed on my desk today together with the Rural Education é .
Bulletin Re-Printed from School and Society by the Julius Rosenwald Pund. ?X
[

-
I would like to have for distribution in this state about 1,000 ) 0
copies of this bulletin if you can spare that many. We can furnish you V)
with a 1ist of all of the county superintendents and the superintendents

and orincipals of all schools in the state employing four or more teachers,

or we can furnish you with a list of the county superintendents and the

*number of schools that each superintendent has under his or her supervision

in the event you prefer to distribute them from your office.

If you prefer, we will be glad to send the bulletins to the county
superintendents for distribution to their teachers and to write them a
letter asking that they be addressed, stamped, and delivered to the teachers.
e can send them in bulk to the county superintendents, or, if you want us
to do so, we will be glad to enclose them in your envelopes together with
a mimeographed letter from this Department to the teachers.

In compiling the bulletin to be used in connection with our Improve-
ment and Beautification Day, March 6th this year, I took the liberty to
quote extensively from your Two-Year Report. Inasmich as I quoted a great
deal of the material that you have included in the Rural Bulletin, I feel
very mach flattered that you, too, are of the opinion that the material
included in the bulletin is highly sppropriate and well worthwhile and will
be appreciated by not only the teachers in the rural schools, but by those
in the larger schools as well.

Ve ere having 6,000 of these bulletins printed and will oplace them
in the hands of the principal teachers in gll of the public schools of the
state not later than February lst.

ﬁggb Sincerely, i :g{= - } - //,
- | W,
. A. Duke el 1/'
EAD s State Agent AN
CC: Mr. 5. L. Smith | B e

Cotton States Building *Appra:‘mﬁarff;g BROR Y - -~
Nashville, Tenneesee e | / = 1 ‘



STATE OF MARYLAND L
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION o1k

FrLoom, L BUILDING

ALBERT S. COOK LEXINGTON AND LIBERTY STREETS 4 ¢~ 4 /

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

w7

BALTIMORE d LA

Jenuary 24, 19%6.

Dr. Edwin R, Embree, President, ;Q’? i
Julius Rosenwald Fund, T iy, |

4901 Ellis Avenue, i s i)
Chicago, Illinois. NEH ,ﬁéf )-2K

My dear Dr. Embree: )

)

I thank you very much for your fine letter of January 20, 1936,
and also for the reprint of your article in School and Society which I
had missed. I shall appreciate it very much if your office will send me
thirty copies of this reprint enclosed in envelopes for mailing. I shsll
send them to our twenty-three county superintendents snd the presidents of
our State Teachers Colleges, and distribute the remainder to the members
of my Department. I consider the material in the reprint cuite stimulating,
and I am sure our superintendents will feel the same way about it.

When I became State Superintendent in 1920, I spent three or four
days visiting schools in every county in the State early in the fall, to
study conditions at first hand. I soon found out that while there were
local variations, of course, the large majority of the poorer counties in
the State had about the same education facilities. We came definitely to
the conclusion within a reasonable length of time in our Department that the
gquickest way to improve the rural schools of Maryland was to arrange for our
teacher training institutions to train more teachers and train them better,
and then, of course, more important than all, to see that there was enough
money in each of these poorer counties to employ these trained teachers in
rural schools., Within ten years this objective had been accomplished in
both the white and the colored schools. Approximately 98 per cent of the
teachers in both white and colored elementary schools have at least two
years of training beyond high school graduation. Many of our teachers now
have three years of training beyond high school, and our teachers colleges
thet are training for the white schools are graduating only four-year people
for all the elementary schools, including the rural schools. Of course, we
have also long since reached practically 100 per cent in the number of high
school teachers having four years of college training in academic subjects,
and we have almost reached that goal in the special fields—home economics,
industrial arts, etc.

My whole point, therefore, is that until the states of the South
make sufficient funds available to employ better trained teachers, then
better trained teachers will not be employed nor will they be interested in
being trained. At least, that was the experience in Maryland.

|
Sincerely yours
'\\Cj"l‘% | 3
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