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Dear ..Ur:, Jbc:,e~- Your letter addressed to Mr. Embree has come 
to me for reply. I .hardly know what to tell 

you because it seems to me that in the present development of public 
health work among Negroes, you are in a difficult position. 

Perhaps you know th!:tt funds appropriated for 
public health vmrk in the Social Security Act are .for the development 
of complete county health units. These units a.re to be manned by 
a hsalth officer, sanitarian, public heulth nurse, tsnd a clerk as 
minimum requirements. 

Apparently, your training hfL S been t long the 
line which would fit you fo1· e. position of sanitary engtneer. I have 
grave doubt tha t there will be such a position open to a Negro tor 
sometime to come. Except for the public he!tlth nurse, there is going 
to be great difficulty in placing Negro personnel who are no·t graduates 
of' medicine. 

You should complete your mediclll work for two 
re&.sonsi first, because it is your best ch,mce; to get into pnblic 
health wo1·k i!' tha t is what you wish to do, and, aext, because the 
number of Negroes graduating in medicine hao decreased to the point 
where it is now highly important that som tiling be done to stimulate 
young men to go into the profession • 

.I regret that scholarships are nowhere av-ail5ble 
for the undergraduate study of medicine. At the present time, such 
aseistance as the Julius Rosenwald Fund is giving in the tield of 
public health is confined to m-edical. graduates who are s.ssured of 
positions when tbeir training has been completed. 
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,11r Al,hei;:t., }L..,..,.:iz~~~ 
218 Lincoln Way 
Ames , Iowa 

Very truly yours, 
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