
llay 4, 1959 

Dear Dr. Peterson: While you have been doing a grand Job in 
... ·- .... .._ school ill Boston a nUJ4ber of · events have 

been reTol.ving about such good· scholar.ship and ha.ve now slowed 
don su£f'icienUy to take a bit of shape. 

The ~oat significant health development 1o. 
the, South in the paat few years ia a large and comprehenaive health 
center for legroes in Binningha:m, Alabuma. The venture covers a 
city block. The Fund has been interested, made an appropria. tion 
or $15,000 toward its development, and hes failed to release the 
mone, because of a: coatroversy over a satieifactory admioiatrator 
for this plant. Recently Dr. John B. West was in Alabama and 
efter seeing thia l ayout agreed that it ••Ban opportunity to do 
a significut Job. He was willing to come back to Biraingham and 
stay a yoe.r in getting this 1tork organised. Dr. Rice ref'ua~d tq 
release West. 

You. will sae from the copy of the enclosed 
letter that :Dr. Dowling, Health Otricer ot Bindngha:s., 1a aboat 
to go on a junket 1n search of a satisfactory person. We haye 
recoamended you to him and told him to look up your echola&Uc 
record. Plans .would call for your spending several raontha UDder 
West 1n Bew York City before going to Biniagb@a... It is Ukeq 
that the Rosenwald Fund would he.veto finance the e,cpeuse ot yopr 
participation. I think you should give very serious coni,1derat1on 
to this possible ap,>0intment aa there is no place in the United 
States in which you could do such an outstanding piece of public 
health work and which would be sure to be recognised anywhere. 

MOB1BH 

Dr. l. s. Peterson 
c/o Harvard University 
School ·bt Public Healta 
55 Shattuck 8\reei 
Boeton., 'laaaachueetta 

Very truly yours, 

II. O. Bous!ield• M.D. 
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