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April 30, 1946
Dear Mr. Barnett: 1t is & pleasure to inform you that

vou have beer selscted by the Committee

on Fellowships of the Juliaa Rosenwald Fund to receive =

grant of Two thougand five Mre@ﬂ dollsrs ($2,500) for &
ot period &,,J;z; ite m__?’l‘w:,'%%s,m%.% Tesponsi-
bilit.ie of tne Southern Bapt Es
e B mmm

e e S

It want to point ocut the fact that
the funds included in this awsrd sre not subject to Federal
Income Tlax.

#ill you please let us know at once
whether or not you can accept the fellowship? An announce-
ment of the Committee's selections will soon be made, and
it can include only those from whom acceptances have been
recsived.

Sincerely yours,

WCH: SO Director for Fellowships

Br.{nas &alley%ﬁarnett )
Bapfist Church” “siiaiaRnmis
216 Wilsorn Court

Chapel uill, North Carolina
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Name Das Kelley Barnett Field:  Religion

Minister, Baptist Church, Chapel Hill, North Carolina
216 Wilson Court, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Plan of Work _

To write & book addressed to Southern Baptists, pointing out the
original Christisn ethic of the Baptist Church and its present indifference to
Southern social problems.

Requests grant for one year beginning September, 1946, Will return to
present position. Wishes to study at the Yale Divinity School under the supervision
of Dr. Albert Outler and Dr. Liston Pope.

Personal Data Born Heber Springs, Arkensss, December, 1914. Age: 31
Married, one child. Draft Status: jone

Undergraduate Work  Hardin-Simmons University, A.B., 1936.

Graduate Work Southern Beptist Theological Seminary, M.Th., 1941.
Southern Baptist Theologicsl Seminary, Th.D., 1943.
University of North Carolina, 1944~45.

Experience Pastor, Central City Beptist Church, Central City, Kentucky,
1939-41, §1800; pastor, Baptist Church, Chepel Hill, North
Carolinae, 1943~ , $3900; acting sssociate professor, part-time,
Meredith College, Raleigh, North Carolina, 1944-45, £l200.

Accomplishments Executive Committee member, Southern Society for the Philosophy
of Religion.
Dissertetion: The Doctrine of Man in the Theology of Jonathan Edwards.
Editor-in-Chief, Christian Frontiers.

Publicationss "Baptist in 1975," iew and gltor, July, 1939; "The New
Theologlecal Frontiers for Southern Baptists," Review and Expositor,
July, 1941; "The Return of a Theocentric Doctrine of Man," eW_an
Expogitor, October, 1943.

Fellowshipss Fellowship, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1941-42,
$37.50 monthly.

References

Harold W, Tribble, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
Albert Outler, Yale Livinity School
Gordon Blackwell, University of North Carolina

" n "

Howard W. Odum, v Budget Summary
Rupert Vance, " B o : . ‘ A e - 9
J TAY Total Amount Needed $2,950
‘ /’. ”\'-:.;._ From Applicant ‘ L o
=4 gy ENQ /%2,950
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Ean o8 wouks Kty Bocidl” |

Apropes to the problems of the Scuthern recions are the sttie
tudes end sctions of over five million Southern Baptists, it the
present time this group, hendicepped by an ureducated minlstry,
distruatiul of the so=called soclal pospel and conditioned by the
dominant political snd economie thwories of the "Bourbon® South,
is at Dest & neutral fsctor and et times en sctuml berrier to the
quest of the new Scuth for econcmic Justice, politicel equelity and
Christisn brotherhood.

Yot letent within the historicel tredition of this group 1s
the conception of individuel freedom with 1%s cordllery thst new
conditlions demand new theologicel snd ethicel syntheses, 7 modle
fled Csalvinlam, stesdy trends away from the sutonomy of the individual
end towerd ecclesiestlicsl centralizetion sre rendering lmpetent that
8pirit of individuslism essentiel to & dynemic Christisn othic so
surely needed in the Southern region. To interpret to fsptists
thelr true heritsge end spply this interpretation to scelsl end
ném&c problema constitutes the primsry tesk of the generation
of' Southern Beptlist clergymen, to wh lch I belong.

Recently « .roup of Scuthern Beptist ministers end lesymen in
Worth Carolina lsunched the pubdlication of s new journal, CHEISTIAN
FRONTINES, (See enclosed prospectus snd copy.) This journel offers
s means of articuletion hitherto unevellsble to libersl minded
ministers in the Southern Baptist Convention. As edltor of CERISTIAN
FRONTIRES, I would like %o publish fro: time to time 1!1 this erm}.

chapters from sn unfinished book of wm. gx;aig a :‘.‘rgslti f

After most of this book bhas sppesred In this #orn/ ,}b wuld: 1&0 ‘/
||[| ||n '

Kadlliy Bonat NN ey L



PLAE OF #CRKs (Continued)

heve 1t published snd cireulsted in the South.

Addressed to ministers and laymen of the Smtharn_ Baptist Cone-
vention and written in populer non-technicel style, Frefsce to
iransition will set forth the revelsncy of the historlesl end
currently sc.epted prlmipin of the Daptist denominstion to present
and entlclipated sress of soclal énd economic conflict throushout the
Southern rejione ]

For some time I heve been working on this book. 2An srticle ex-
pressing its basic thesis was published under the title "The New
Theologicel Frontiers for Scuthernm Beptists™ in the Review snd
Expesitor for July 1941. Since then I have boen dolny reseerch and
collecting materiael from time to time, However, I cannot finish the
book and attend to my duties o3 pastor of the Baptist Church et Chepel
Hill, Cliven a yesr's time, with the work I have slreedy done end the
proper puldsnce from the suthorities I have indicrted, 1 feel sure
that the book can be resdy for publicstion in September, 1047.

iy resesrch thus far hes led me to belleve thet the book can be
developed sccording to the following outline:

QUELINE OP BOOK:

Zreface Yo Transition.
Introduction: Statement of probiem and purpose of the bLook.

PART OHEs INTERPRETATION
Chepter 1. Our Baptist Heritege.
l. 7The heritage of freedem. YWl Y
A. Individuvel freedom. - 2}‘
[

1oty Boun I 3N IANE RS



LIRS Continued

Be The sutonomy or.tho lceal
Heosesrch at the

churche Zouthern Beptist
Theolopical Seme
Ce The ploneering spirit, inary,
{mhﬂllo Kentucky
2. The horitee of euthority. fugust 1, 1946 to
.BQM 15, 1940.
Aes Authority of the scriptures. of Fesearch:
Dr. Se Le Steley,
Be A modified Celvinism, Professor of Church

History.
Ce Penomineticnal centrallzetiocn.

Se¢ The heritese of internal conflict between freedom and
suthoritarien trends. (This is the point of transition.)
Chapter 1I1: The Reglonal Heritaegre.
le 7The mind of the South.

2 Inastitutions of the South. Fepearch at the
University of North
3¢ £Zress of Tension: Cerol
Chapel #11l, We Co
A« Race. virectors of lesearch:
: Prof. Howard Cdum and
Be Industrialization. Prof. Enport \‘ram.

June and July, 1
Ce Folitics,.

4e Anticipated srens of tension.
PART TwO: APPLICATION CF THE BAPTIST HERITAOE 70 THE PROBLEYS OF
: THE SCUTHMRN RECION,
Chepter I1I. ! New Theologzicel Syntheses.
Chapter IV, Tevitelizing the lLocel Church, Fesesrch at the

Divinity School of
Chepter V, Faclsl Tension in the Light Yale University,

lew Haven, Connectiocut
of the New Testament Tesching. drectors of Research:
. Prof, IListon Pope

Chapter VI. Horel Impllecations of an Prof. Richerd N
Industrialized South B M u."ﬁ’i?{m
£ ™ — i
Chapter Vii. 2 Hew Program of maolagtclj. ;ﬁ\; '| A
| [ L J
Education, “, “J E

Kadbey BonSt J N




QUTLINE OF f
- PART TWOs APPLICATION OF THE BAPTIST EERITAGE T0 THE PROBLEES OF
THE SOUTHERN RR0ION. (Continued)
Chepter VIIL. #ith A1l the Zaints (Co-operation
with other denominetions.)

1. Fesearch in cconomic snd soclel problems of the South, This
work %o be done under the direction of Dr. Fupert /ance snd
Ure Howard Odum, during the months of June and July, 1946,
2. FRosearch in Beptist History:

This resecrch to be done at the Southern Baptlist Theo=
logicel Seminsry, Loulsville, Kentucky under the direction
of Ire “e Le Staley, Professor of History, from August 1,

1946 to September 15, 1946. (iy vecation month 1s August,
I would like for the Fosenwald grant to cover the perilod
from September 1, 1946 to September 1, 1947,)
3¢ Hesearch end guldance at the Livinity Schoel -of Yele University:

September 15, 1946 to June, 1947,

Under the direction of Professors Liston Pope, Richard
Hiebuhyr and Albert OCutler. Durin: this period, scme courses
will be taken at Yelo snd the rough dreft of the book will
be aow.‘mted.

4¢ Completion of the Book:

The flnal writing of the book will be during the months
of June, July snd August, end the book u|u to“hs'-m-m D g /-'
publication in Zeptember, 1947. Euidonru %ﬁ.n mc pcrlod \

at Hidgocrest, North Cerollne |||| |IJI : .:'

Kaddy Bonnad3™ UNIVERSIT



After the book 1s finished, Imo o return to my pastorete
at Chapel I1ll snd to continue my un\rk in the South es minister and
as edlitor of the jJournal, CHRISTIAE FROBTIENS.



Las Kelley Barnett

Lra Hareld ¥, Tribble, Professor of Theology, Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Loulsville, Kentucky

Kelley Barnett did his graduate work here at the
Southern Baptist Theologieal Seminary in my department and was for & while
my fellow in historical theology. He is a student of unususlly keen mind
and a man of great courage. He has a fine combination of intellectual
ability, broad social outlook, winsome personality, and consecration to
lofty ideals. He is industrious, capable of aceepting & difficult tesk
and pursuing it with concentration.

I have followed him in his ministry since his leaving
the Seminary and am well acquainted with his thinking along social lines,
especially with reference to race relations. It is my conviction that you
would do well to award the scholarship that he seeks. I am confident that
he will be able to render a worthy service in the South, not only slong
the lines of race relations, but also in the larger ares of adjusting social
and economic conditions to the interest of all members of all groups in the
South, He is in temperament & crusader but he also has the intellectual
&bility end depth of conviection end strength of character that will see
him through difficulties and enable him to achieve worthy sccomplishments
in applying the Christisn message to social and economic conditions. I
therefore urge you to grant his regquest.

Lr, Bupert B, Vunce, Kenan Professor of Sociology, University of North
Carolina

It is time for someone to holpi.h- j&ﬁusu'er the

South realize that their kinship to Roger Williams e Ly sccount




Letters of Reference - Uss Kelley Barnett -

for as mich as their purported descent from John the Baptist., Doctor Barnett,
I believe, is the man who can do this better than any other, In talking
over the proposal with him, I was reminded of John Randolph's reputed
suying that he was glad to contribute to a school for educating Methodists,
because once educated, they would no longer be Methodists.
I think we both reslize that Doctor Burnett is taking
8 much risk in accepting this fellowship as the Rosenwsld Fund would take
in granting it. I believe, however, that he will still remsin a Southern
bBaptist in good standing and one of those best able to mediate the new
findings and attitudes of research to a very important section of the
southern people.
There is no doubt of Doctor Barmett's ability nor of
his keen, searching intelligence. He has the aggressive attitude neces-
sary to earry through a task of this kind, and, what's more, I feel that he
hag the tact to do it with a minimur of conflict ané a maximum prospect of
success,
In this connection 1 remember some years ago that
Doctor E. A, Ross asked us here if we were having any success in fighting
off the fundsmentalists, When we told him that we counted the ministers
among the best friends the department had, he indieated that he felt we
had lost some of our devotion to secience and "truth®™, I think Doctor
Barnett's application snd work is an indication that things are "going our
vay" rather than in the direction that Professor FRoss indicated., Because
of the speeial nature of this applieation, I would rank it shead of the
usual proposals for scademic research., I hope the @dfﬁfls the ssmeway.
=4 4
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Letters of Reference - Das Kelley Barmett -3

Hovements of this kind are really going to count in the future for the
progress of our region.

- A A -

Dr, Gordon W, Blackwell, Director, Institute for Research in Socisl Secience,
University of North Carolina

I am glad to write 2 recommendation for Doctor Barmett
in connection with his appliecation for a Rosenwald fellowship. I am
thoroughly familisr with Doctor Barmett's plan of work and feel thet it
has been thoughtfully and intelligently conceived. It is my opinion that
the job he proposes to do 1s greatly needed and thzt he is capable of doing
it effectively.

Doctor Barnett has unusual drive and leadership ability.
He recently organiszed a group of ministers and laymen in the Baptist Book
Group which, as you lmow, has initiated a new journal, Further indication
of his sability is found in the fact that Duke University has recently ap-
pointed him professor of Baptist polity. In this cupacity he will teach
in the Duke Divinity School.

In summary, it is my considered judgment that Doctor
Barnett ahuuld" receive careful consideration for a fellowship snd that if
he receives an award, he will make the most of the opportunities which it

will afford.

Dr, Howard W, Odum, Kenan Professor of Sociology, University of North Carolina
This book is so much needed =nd the suthor feels so

Mnabwthilahiutytodoitthnlhmromrywm

tion, If he were free aund had continuous di.muon‘n dﬂ}g prlcrl.‘lf

n[| || J| y




Letters of Reference - Das Kelley EBarmett -y

schedule, he could do & good job. The range of work geems too wide to
complete within the framework of his plan and the time set. It would take
& very skilled worker to do this, and he would have to be free from other
commi tments,

Dr, Albert C, Outler, Assocliate Professor of Theology, Yzle University

On the bausis of personal sequaintance with Mr, Barnett
and a careful study of his proposed project, I should like unhesitatingly
and enthusiasticelly to endorse his candidacy for = Rosenwald fellowship.
Hr, Kelley Barnett has a2 most happy compound of gifts end graces that mske
him & fine prospect for significant service to the cause of social enlighten-
ment nd progress in the South, He is a liberzl who has the courage of
his convietiuns and "besars in his body the marks" of the spite and malice
of reactionaries in his church connection and elseshere in the region., He
has been a good pestor and distinguished citisen in Chapel Hill, North
Carolina. He has very real gifts for scholarly research and socizl inter-
pretation and s happy faculty of popular exposition, in the best sense of
that term.

His background in the South, his understending of the
religious and socisl problems of the South, and his zeal and viseion for
service there would seem to me t0o make him & "natural® for the sort of thing
you are seeking to do through these fellowship grants. I am not sure that
Barnett will ever be & brilliant or dasaling figure, but I am perfectly
sure that he has s eareer before him of profoundly significant service to

religion end humanity. I should ecertainly be plan# to see him encoursged q

and helped along his way to such a career, _— ‘ ”"//\”
= /r'v ry-\‘f\
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate THE REVEREND DAS KELLEY BARNETT
Report Requested of Dr. Albert Outler
) Divinity School, Yale University
New Hawven, Connecticut

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Mrs. William C. Haygood
Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

‘ y — - A
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

s. He oo @ gmqﬁ bearing
+ (jmbﬂjwu)m‘f;] weans mﬂu:cﬂ.@ &L% M % wakes
Signed..........! a.ﬂj.!&aj' @OUIQM ......................................................................................................

Position or Title... ﬁ&ifx_m:h Pﬂ.«%—oﬂc’l 11‘1%’%%1 Q@M .....................

Address... 04, ... K3 @JQ LSPGO g

\Kwt&m_&u,% ____________________________________________ Da‘te

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Roseméreﬂd Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped en’{rielhipe is enclosed

! ‘ y {



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate THE RREVEREND DAS KELLEY RARNETT

Report Requested of br. Gorden Blackwell
University of North Carclina
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,
Vet M Has,

Mrs. William C Haygood
Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT February 2, 1946

I am glad to write a reconmendation for Dr. Barnett in connection with
his application for a Rosenwald fellowship. I am thoroughly familiar

with Dr. Barnett's plan of work and feel that it has been thoughtfully
and intelligently conceived. It is my opinion that the job he proposes
to do 1s greatly needed and that he is capable of doing it effectively.

Dr. Barnett has unusual drive and leadership ability. He recently
organized a group of ministers and laymen in the Baptist Book Group
which, as you know, has initiated a new jourmal. Further indication
of his ability is found in the fact that Duke University has recently
appointed him Professor of Baptist Polity. In this capaclity he will
teach in the Duke Divinity School.- : o - B
In summary, it is my considered judgment that Dr. Barnett should receiva
careful consideration for a fellowship and that 1f,ﬁa receives an award

he will make the most of the opportunities which iufwill afford. OVER
I




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

I

Signed............. /%«Wg

Address. University of North Carolina, Chapel Hi]—.l-rl North Carolinma .. -

e Lttt S S i el D REEEEE S e r St TP St

[
3

.......................... L D_atef’lr,a-46

9 ‘f. ."/"I-\-:. TR Laz.
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Ros l""' Ifl'd Fund, !
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.”
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate THE REVEREND DAS KELLEY BARNETT

Report Requested of Dr. Howard W. Odum
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.
| NI TR .\ S
We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “‘worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Mrs. William C. Haygood
Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

b 1y b o s, W e
Leddy 59 6 m:tmﬂwew,aﬂuﬁ g

/ s v f '.
. /Am ;s_ ,Lﬁ,ﬁAj ( P%——Q«J}WWM e 4

Qﬂ]’é— Thmy/z O mw\_% o, [.H. ibaly

(ol e T
QI“‘J.L/*._/{ W.{ Y- ;4,, }')‘M‘D\LNT_VV\ ,j ”/_A_, W 7 : T
| :

[N AU S . 5{.‘L LB tpL‘:, CL_ V‘% g“»«@uﬁ : 4 o
r- ; A -
W [o o [)«v-/a A C‘}%—xu\) ’Tﬂ, a "'Z\::-' O ‘/

poe—t 2

k\ﬂ'\j- - \LJ AU T Er) o e @vﬂ Vi !‘M—AWM N [lujl _-"l OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed... J>{4

- ;l \ T
Please return to the Dmsnon for Fellowshnps, ]uhus ‘Rosej } ald Fund, J
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, ssed, stamped envel lpc is enclosed/
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15 ~
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate THE REVEREND DAS KELLEY BARNETT

Report Requested of" Dr. Rupert Vance
University of North Czrolina

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

L]

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Mrs. William C. Haygood

Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

It 1s time for someone to help the Baptists of the
South realize that their kinship to Roger Williams may
eventually account for as much as their purported descent
from John the Baptist. Dr. Barnett, I believe, is the
man who can do this better than any other. In talking
over the proposal with him I was reminded of John
Randolph's reputed saying that he was glad to contribute
to a school for educating Methodists, because once edu-
cated they would no longer be Methodists.

I think we both realize that Dr. Barnett is taking
as much risk in accepting this Fellowshlp as the Rosen-
wald Feundassdoen would teke in granting. I belleve,
however, that he will still remain a Southern Baptist
in good standing and one of those best able Lo mediate
the new findings and attitudes of research t0/ 8 very VY,

importent section of the southern peoples /'




There is no doubt of Dr. Barnett's ability nor of his
keen, searching intelligence. He has the aggressive atti-
tude necessary to carry through a task of this kind, and,
what's more, I feel that he has the tact to do it with a
minimum of conflict and a maximum prospect of successe

In this connection I remember some years ago that Dr.
E+. A. Ross asked us here if we were having any success in
fighting off the fundamentalists. When we told him that
we counted the ministers among the best friends the Pepart-
ment had, he indicated that he felt we had lost some of
our devotion to science and "truth". I think Dr. Barnett's
application and work is an indication that things are
"going our way" rather than in the direction that Professor
Ross iIndicatede. Because of the special nature of this
application I would rank it ahead of the usual proposals
for academic researche. I hope the Foundation feels the
same way. Movements of this kind are really going to
count in the future for the progress of our region.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yes

,f: f r\\ e
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius ‘Rosenfzald Fund, |
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enﬁjjgﬁdpe is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate THE REVEREND DAS KELLEY BARNETT
Report Requested of Dr. Harold W. Tribble
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

Louisville, Kentucky

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Viwoi:
Mrs. Wﬂham C‘&ﬁaygood

Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Kelley Barnett did his graduate work here at the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in my department and was for a while
my fellow in Historical Pheology. He is a student of unusually keen
mind and a man of great courage. He has a fine combination of in-
tellectual ability, broad social outlook, winscme personality, and
consecration to lofty ideals. He is industrious, capable of accepting
a difficult task and pursuing it with concentration.

I have followed him in his ministry since his leaving the
Seminary and am well acquainted with his thinking along social
lines, especially with reference to race relations. It is my con-
viction that you would do well to award the scholarship that he
seeks. I am confident that he will be able to render a worthy
service in the South, not only along the lines of race relations,
but also in the 1arger area of adjusting soqial a@d economiec con- !/
ditions to the interest of all members of all gréppa in the SOEﬁﬂﬂl




He is in temperament a crusader;) but he also has the intellectual
ability and depth of conviection and strength of character that
will see him through difficul ties and enable him to achieve worthy
accomnplishments in applying the Christian message to social and
economic conditions. I, therefore, urge you to grant his request.

E-ﬁ‘“" EI shall be glad to give further information concerning him
if needed.]
-t

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and

hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? ?ﬂd

=)

| Y
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosens a;Id Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envielope is enclosed.
! Py Bl
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December 28, 1945

Dear Mr. Barnett: The enclosed material con-
cerning the feilowships of

this Fund is sent in response to the reguest of

Dr. %ill W. Alexander. We shall be giad to furnish

any additional information that you msy require.

Sincerely yours,

#rs. Wiiliam C. Haygood
VH#RR Acting Director {or Fasllowships
encl.

The Renrani&euy nett
First Baptigt Ch
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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January 25, 1946

Mrs, Willism C. Haygood

Acting Director for Iellowships
4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago 15, Illinois

Dear lrs. Haygood:

You will find enclosed my application
for a Rosenwald fellowship,

An error made on the original application
blank mede it necessary for me to use the
duplicate to send in my application,

The ‘delay in sending the application is
regretted. However, 1 did not antlcipate
applying for & fellowahip until my conver-
gsetion with Dr, Will W, Alexander the last
week in December.

As you will understand, it took some time

to assemble the necessary information, %¥o
perfect the plan, and to discuss with church
officlals the possibility of getting a yeer's
leavse,

{ Sincerely,
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Mrs. William C. Haygood
Julius Hosenwald Fund
S01 Ellis Avenue

Chicago 15, Illinois

Dear lirs. Haygood:

In forwerding my fellowship papers to
you recently, I neglected to enclose
prospectus and copy of CHRISTIAN
FRONTIERS. I am sending you today
under separate cover the prospectus
and Jjournal,

Sincerely,

[ K &m:sdv

Kelley srnett S

/

cgl

%
LY
%

S

MH[ A y f

"Truth exists to be spoken'" { NEaadis”

U N I VERS/I



Februsry 5, 1946

Dear Mr. Barnett: Thank you for sending me
a copy of Christisn Frontiers.
I shall be glad to add it to your file of materials
for presentstion ic tlie Coumittee on Fellowships.
Sincerely yours,
WILLIAM €. HAYGOOD

WCH®*HFL

¥
&

kry Kelley 3&£§g§§_'_”,_ﬂwﬂn»
The Baptist Church

of Chapel Hill
Chepel Hill, North Carolina
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May 7, 1946

Dear Hr. Barnetts I have seen the recent correspondence
which pou have had with Mr. Haygood
in connection with the fellowship grant awarded to you a
short time ago. It is customary for us to make payment
in monthiy installments spread over the period for which
the award wes made. However, if you would prefer to re-
ceive larger payments in the montns in which your tuition
will be due, that is entirely agreeable to us.

When you are ready to begin work
under your grant, please write me, giving the payment
plan best suited to your needs and the sddress to which
your checks should be mailed. iny change of address
during the tenure of your fellowship should be reported
immediately so that you will receive your payments without

delay.
Very truly yours,

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE
DAE:LCM

S

Mr 8 KelleviBarnett . ;
Baptist Ci

216 Wilson Court

Chapel Hill, North Carolina =
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1,001 Ellis Avenue i
Chicego 15, Illinois _ |

Dear Miss Elvidge: ! I

The following schedule of payments seems best suited to my
needs under the new plan of study, which I discussed with
Mr, Haygood over the telephone:

$250,00 per month beginning as of June 1 and
continuing through September 1, 1946,

$62,50 per month beginning October 1, 19L6 and
continuing through May 1, 1947.

¥250.00 per month beginning June 1, 1947 and
continuing through September 1, 197,

During the summer months the money is to be used for the
support of my family and myself and for traveling; end a
leave of absence without pay hes been granted to me by my
church for the summer months of 1946 and 1947. The money
during the winter months will be used for research help,
typing of manuscript and traveling expenses for short periods
of additional research. liy work during the winter months is
to be directed by DUr. Rupert Vance here in Chapel Hill,
During the swmner months of 1946 I will study in the Baptist
libraries at Fort Worth, Texas, Louisville, Kentucky and
Hamilton, New York., Since my family will remain in residence
at Chepel Hill™during most of this time, it seems advisable
to send the checks to me at Chapel Hill, If this meets with
your approval, you may send first check around June 1,

Sincerely,

¢ LﬂiLégzexz 1
Kelley fgisar et
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ELLOWSHIPS

May 31, 1946

Dear Doctor Barnestt: The payment plan outlined in
your recent letter is quite
acceptable to us, and I shall see that checks are mailed
to you on those dates. A first payment of $250 for the
month of June is. enclosed.
Very truly yours,

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE
DAC:LCH

Ir. 8 &uwv .
The Maptist Chi of Chapel Hill

Chapel Hill, Horth Carolina
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To

Julius Rosenwald Fund

f‘he Baptist Chureh of Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, FNorth Carolina

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15
Payment Voucher No.

bre Des Kelloy Barmett .

Date  July 31, 1946

24775

_l L;;L__LOWSH IPS

Peyment on fellowship

Cke #3572
Accounts ) Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships A5=TA $250.00

‘ ! . (' ,‘/’
o :.’]' II .‘.‘
A
Prepared by Checked by ’ Posted by ‘ Ill__“ |
Jf <
lcem o Comptroller
. =5 j i [
/ | ‘ : He i




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15
To Payment Voucher No. 2529
Ure Das Xelley Barnett

=

Date July 1, 1946
The Baptist Church of Chapel Hill

Chapel Hill, North Carclina

Payment on fellowship = = = = =« w = v = = = = = $250400

Cke #35328

Accounts i Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships L5=TA $250,00
e ‘ Jr’ Ili
oy '/"-\I!l-T ,/'f
J'I- ".’.:.'J-;_ u
Prepared by Checked by Posted by | ['J_;llj .
lem == = = == _Compt_roller

&



To
¥r.{Das Kelley )

The Buptist Chureh of Chapel Hill

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

Payment Voucher No. 2310
Date May 31, 1946

VREIC .
Chapel Hill, North Carolina V¥ aJdh LhE A
First payment on fellowship = = = = = = = = = = = = $250,00
Cke 35072
Accounts ) Appropriation No. Debit Credit
"hite Southern Fellowships 45«TA $250.00
‘ A a = / w
A :

Prepared by Checked by Posted by _ _[Iji__;!!fli'

lom I Comptroller



Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To : Payment Voucher No. 2769
Dre Fa Kelley Barnett

{ S e Date Beptember 30, 1946
The Bzptist Church of Chapel Hill

Chapel Hill, Worth Usrolina - ELLOWSH l P'

Paymont on followship e = @ = = @ « @« - =« = = =« B62,50

Ck. #35655
Accounts ) Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Fhite Southern Fellowships 45-T7A $62,50
el y
./
Prepared by . Checked by ' Posted by |
len . Compitroller ;

= ! {
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To / s) Payment Voucher No. 24,
Dre{Das Kolley/Barnett .
(. / Date hugust 31, 1946
The Baptist Church of Chapel Hill
p H411. Hawth @O et B AN e bt i)‘*‘-‘
Chapel Hill, North Carolina &n‘x___,_, { | VWO O
Payment on fellowship = « = = = = e v = v = = $250.,00
Cke #35476
Accounts J . Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 45=TA $250,00
‘ J -’I‘..:'l |
— VAT 4
Prepared by Checked by I Posted by ‘ [I_['___“l.
| f g ]
lea Comptroller



CHRISTIAN ™, 5o . teimprons 0741 - CHAPEL HILL NG

ONTIERS Das Kelley Barnett, Editor October 23, 1946

bed | ohd (WA «
¥r, Williem C. Haygood /6. fdL | WG

Julius Rosenwald Fund i K) | (E?} vy
L1901 Ellis Avenue L f}( L A

Chicago 15, Illinois | =11 (WA R
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Dear Mr., Haygood:

It will be a privilege to make reé&mmendations for Ebplicaﬁfé'for the
Julius Rosenwald Fellowship.

At the present time e greet deal of work needs to be done among the
evangelical M"ﬁ“' e Scuth. For example a survey ought to be
made of the relationship existing between the management of textile
mills and local churches., As you recall an exhaustive study was mede
by Dr. Pope end published in & book called, Mill Hands and Preachers.
Similer studies are needed and these studies ought to cover a wider
range of territory.

You will recall I am editor of a journal called CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS.
Under separate cover I am sending you several back copies of our
publication, This journal is financed and sponsored by a pgroup of
literal Southern Eaptist men and women. At the present time we are
unable to pay a full time editor. Suppose a beilliant young South-
ern minister with journalistic ability should apply to your fund for
a fellowship having es his project a series of erticles dealing with
the present status of religion in the South in relation teo labor,
race, and similar problems. These articles could be first published
in CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS and later incorporated in the book which the
Baptist Book Club Incorporated might publish. This would not be a
duplication of the werk I am doinge. This would be & roving fellow=
ship collecting material in the form of a sociological survey. It
would not be difficult to find an applicant for such a fellowship

if such en arrengement could be made, Write me what you think of
the idea.

I would suggzest thet you write to Dr. T, B. Maston, Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminery, Fort Worth, Texas and ask him to
suggest names of some of his students as possible applicants. Dr.
Maston is a graduate of Yale University and Professor of ethies in
the Seminary,.

The work on my book is progressing according to my anticipation
and I expect to heve it ready for publication next fall,

Sincerely,




- -
October 25; 1946
Dear Mr. bDarnett: Thank you very much for your letter of

October <3. The suggestion of bringing
Pope's Mill Hands and Preachers up to date and expanding this
type of research is exactly the sort of thing we would like
to see done, provided the right man could be found. If you
have any such persons in mind, I do hope you'll write me so
I can get in touech with them. 4 roving fellowship, with the
possibility of publication in Christian Frontiers and later
as a book under Baptist auspices, would be just right.

I am showing your letier to Mr. Wale,
who has charge of our program for developing southern labor
personnel, I think you and he will want to talk together the
next time he is in Chapel Hill.

I am writing to Dr. T. B. Matson today
for suggestions of possible applicants and I am grateful for
tals lead. It's fine that your work is going satisfactorily,
and I hope you the best of luck.

Sincerely,

WCHsen -
SLLAM HAYGLL

Mr.\Das Kg;leébgﬁihliivlﬂi&¢nr
Christian Frontiers

Box 508

Chapel Hill, North Carolina




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

Payment Voucher No. zg3s

ﬁr.kﬂs Eelley B&mett
ptist Church of Ghapel Hill
Chapel Hill, Horth Circlina

Date

Ootober 31, 1946

",

Payment on fellowship = « e m w c e e« = = = = = =« 362,50
Ck. /35822
Accounts & Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Whité Southern Fellowships 45=TA §62.50
—
Prepared by Checked by l Posted by I [}M Il /
lem : 4 Comptroller ]



Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue

{ CHICAGO 15
To ! : Payment Voucher No. 3741
Ire ﬁina Kelley st
‘ Date Pebruary 28, 1947
The Laptist Churech of Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, Horth Carolina
g_ < i ; A
Payment on fellowship = = « = = =« = = = = 862 4 5¢
Cks 736489
Accounts ; Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 45=TA 362,50
;’JJ'I 7
-4 j /\,|
e
Prepared by Checked by } Posted by ‘ : [—Luj ,
lea Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To { Payment Voucher No. 3359
Drsl Das Kelley | ettt .

AT TSNS Date Jmuilﬂ 31’ 19‘7
The Buptist Chureh of Chapel Hill

Chapel Hill, North Csarclina

- &LLO WSHI Fo

Payment on fellowship o « @ = @ @ = « w =« =« « §62,50

Ck. #36357
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 45=TA $62.50
St v

= 4

Prepared by Checked by Posted by | U%_HJ
1 i = T aall
lem ' ___Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To . Payment Voucher No. 3202
br. __‘Tb.l Kelley ‘amatt
' ' — - Date Degember 20, 1946
The Baptist Chureh of Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Payment on fellowshl) o o @ @ v =« = = = = =« #62,50
Ck. #36182
Accounts : Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Fhite Southern Fellowships 45=TA $62.50
= 'f""i::. =
— ‘ AN,
i
Prepared by Checked by ' Posted by 1 |_;|!|J
lem = Comptmllcr



Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To ‘ Payment Voucher No. 3073
br.| Das Kelley) Burnott
\ [ ~ee———— Date Hovember 29, 1946
The Bsptist Chureh of Chapel Hill oL

3
pony |
| ¥

Chapel Hill, Hort: Carclina .
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Poyment on £ollowship = o« « w oo = = = =« = = =« §62,50

Cke #36004
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 4L5=TA $62,50
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15
To i
Dr. Uss Kelley Parnett ——
¢ A i Date

The Baptist Church of Chapel Hill

Payment Voucher No. 3590

Kereh 31, 1947

Chapel Hill, North Carolins =EF T I\

Payment on fellowship = = = = « = = = = = 862,50

Ck. 736649

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 45-TA 862,50
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CI'IRISTIIW BOX 508 <« TELEPHONE 9741 <~ CHAPEL HILL, N. C.

ONT|ERS Das Kelley Barnett, Editor

1 ] [ _ i s
i ¥ A T |

Ky, Williem C. Haygood \ \V el
Julius Rosenweld Fund sy U
L901 Ellis Avenue \f -

Chicago 15, Illinois

Dear Mr, Eaygood:
For over a year now CHRISTIAN FRONTTZRS, en independent journal
.of Baptist life and thought, has expressed the progressive
liberal spirit of Southern Baptists.

We have been able to finence this magazine through personal
contributions, advertising and subscriptions; however, if the
journel is to live, we must find money for & promoticnal cem-
paign., If we could employ en executive secretary for CHRISTIAN
FRONTIERS for one year, I feel that the journal could be put

on its feet financially., I wonder if the Rosenwald Fund would
consider investing some of their money in the promotion of
CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS?

Under separate cover we are sending a complete file of the
magazine from the date of its publication. Will you please
read these copies carefully, and judge whether or not a publi-
caetion of this nature ought to be continued?

At the present time, the liberal element in the Southern
Baptist Convention is small and scattered. We are fighting

a bettle egainst theological and sociel reaction, but we are
Tighting. I wrote the resolution at Asheville last fall which,
for the first time in the history of Southern Baptists, con-
fessed the sin of segregetion.

Help from the Rosenweld Fund would strengthen our hands. Ten
thousand dolldrs ($10,000) properly used would meke CHRISTIAN
FRONTIERS finencially independent and insure its life for years
to come.

Sincerely yours,




April 16, 1947

Dear Mr. Barmetti: I have delayed answering your letter

of April 1lst until I had a chance to
discuss it with my colleagues. I am sorry to have to write
you that there is no way that the Fund can assist in the
support of Christian Frountiers. Requests for aid to pub-
lications are among the most frequent that are recelved
by an organization such 28 ours, and our Trustees have
never folt that we were equipped to emter this fisld.
Horeover, with the steady diminmution of our prograus casused
by the fact that the Fund will probably be out of existence™
within enother year, I see no possibility of a reversal of
this gemerzl policy.

I want to thank you for sending the
file and to a&ssure you thut this letter reflects noc lzck of
appreciation of the splendid work being dome by you and your
assoclates through Christian Frontisrs.

8incerely yours,
WiLLIAM ¢, HAYGoOD

WCH: rfl

'l E
Mr. Das Kelley Barmett, Editor
Christian Frontiers -
Box 508
Chapel Hill, North Carolina




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To Payment Voucher No. 3788

Dre Dss Kelley Barnett

—— Date May 29, 1947
The Peptist Chureh of Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, North Carolins
Payment on fellowship o « = = = = =« = =« = $250,.0

Gk, 736308
Accounts 3 Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 45-TA $250.00
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15
To Payment Voucher No. 3690
Dre 8 Eauw\)ﬁamtt
. M Date April 30. 1%7
The Eaptist Church of Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Payment on fellowship = = « = = = = = = $62,50
Ck. #36781
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 4A5=TA $62.50
Prepared by Checked by | Posted by ‘ [_;Ll_UJ
lem 7 Comptroller
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Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To " Payment Voucher No. 4039
Dr. Ees Kelled sarnoty
JF SR—— Date July 31, 1947
The Baptist Churen of Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, North Carolina ~ .
g i (’" ";’_{; i _)”L_\
FLLOWSHIPS
Paymont on [ellowship = = = = = = = = « = $250,00
Cke /37210
Accounts . Appropriation No. Debit Credit
‘hite Southern Fellowships 45=TA $250,00
4 4
Prepared by Checked by Posted by ILU ]
lcm ' / a




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To Payment Voucher No. 35953
Dre L'L_a Kelley Qmett.
Zon— Date July 1, 1947
The Baptist Church of Chapel Hill
hapel & a ~) NI DS
Chapel Hill, North Carolina E [’fi.,_LOV\fE {—i S
Payment on [2llowship = = = = = = = = = = «  3250,00
Cke #37164
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Scuthern Fellowships 45-TA $250.00
.{d’f :.‘_ iy
=
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To

Drd Das Kellayhmett
\ SO NEES.5

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

The Beptist Chureh of Chepel Hill

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

Payment Voucher No.

i f6 %
TR ey L»_

“ELLOWS

4108

Date August 29, 1947

L«

Final payment on fellowship = = « =« = « = «w « =« =« §250,00
Cke #37295
Accounts » Appropriation No. Debit Credit

¥hite Southern Fellowships 4L5=TA $250,00
‘ - ‘ ’: Ifjl"..?
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MERCER UNIVERSITY
MACON, GEORGIA

ROBERTS SCHOOL OF CHRISTIANITY April 14, 1948
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Julius Rosenwald Fund = -
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago 15, Illinois

Decr Friends:

This is to inform you that I am still working on the book,
for which you granted me a fellowshipe.

Coming to Mercer University as a professor from the Church

in Chapel Hill has delayed the completion of th: book; however,
progress is being made and the book will be offered for publi=-
cation before 1949,

Sometime ago I met a Mr, Charles Fairbanks, who told me that he
was applying to you for a fellowship in anthropology. Mr. fair-
banks seems to be a dependable, scholarly type. I am sure that
you will give his project your usual careful consideration,

Sincerely,

KB imsg -




April 22, 1948

Dear YNr., Barnetts: Many thanks for your letter of

April l4. We are always happy
to hear from former Fellows and 1'm interested to
know that you ure still working on the book.

As you may know, the Fund will
close its offices this June. It has been an honor to
h:ve you on our list of Fellows, and may I extend to
you our very best wishes for your important work.

Sincerely yours,

H

For the Committee
on Fellowships

u;lﬂarnott
Ior r #n\

Macon; Georgia
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LOOK FOR YOUR COPY OF THE INITIAL ISSUE OF CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS

A journal of Baptist 1ife and thought, this monthly maga-
zine is designed for the members of Southern Baptist churches
who are concerned about the major issues of life today. CHRISTIAN
FRONTIERS will seek to deal honestly with such subjects as racial
tensions, industrial strife, trends in higher education, inter=-
national relations, the rural church, Biblical scholarship, and
the contributions of psychology to pastoral care =-- subjects
that call for Christian analysis and action. CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS
will be produced co-operatively and on a nonprofit basis by a
group of'Bnptist laymen and ministers in North Carolina who
feel the need for an organ of expression which is financially
independent of denominational institutions. The response to
informal announcements of plans promises an enthusiastic re=-
ception for CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS and adequate support to guarantee
two thousand copies per month for 1946 and 1947. The journal
will be approximately 6 x 9 inches, 32 pages and cover, issued
every month except July and August. Each number will include
editorials, a leading article on the deeper insizhts of
Christian thought and ethics motivated by the Baptist spirit
of individualism, other brief articles, a critical essay on
two or three of the current books, and news of the Christian
Church worldwide.

You are one of the persons recommended as a prospective
reader of CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS = a Baptist who will appreciate
an opportunity to pioneer new trails which may become the high=
ways of later generations,

WATCH FOR CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS {!!
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TRUTH EXISTS TO BE SPOKEN

Vol. I JANUARY, 1946 No. 1

Beginning “"Christian Frontiers”

EuGgeENE OLIVE

ENTURES INTO the unknown are alluring, whether
the way be fair or hazardous. The experience is common

to all who travel beckoning roads, blaze new trails, scale lofty
heights, or even drag wearily but purposely through desert
wastes.

Some stupidly inquire why one should wish to go on a
journey when comforts of home are real and comradeship
with friends invigorating. For them customary scenes afford
solid delights and hold as by a firm grasp. Why encounter
unknown hazards, they ask, in search of values remote and
uncertain? The answer is as old as life.

“A fierce unrest seethes at the core
Of all existing things,”
as Don Marquis expresses it, and
“But for the rebel in his breast
Had man remained a brute.”

Man’s glory lies in the fact that he is never satisfied to stay
where or like he was or is. That day is tragic in the life of any
person or people when for him or them there are no more
frontiers. Then it becomes necessary to settle down and the
result is stagnation.

PIONEERING. Months ago an informal, unofficial group
of Baptists in North Carolina assembled for talk and fellow-
ship. For two days conversation was fluent, free, stimulating.
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Comradeship was rich, invigorating. Participants liked the
experience, thought it worth repeating, planned and held
other meetings.

Out of the group emerged the idea of a modest publication
voicing for pioneering spirits among Baptists something of
their thoughts and dreams. Hurdles, if not barricades, were
in the way. Shekels would be needed, time and talent would
be required, at least some readers would be desirable.

Sponsors leaped hurdle one by depositing ample funds for
publishing and mailing initial issues. The second hurdle was
surmounted (presumably) by naming an editorial committee.
Promoters themselves agreed to read what might be written
and make it available to a few thousand other people, to read
or not to read. Thus the third impediment vanished.

WHAT’S IN A NAME. A good name would be needed,
Shakespeare notwithstanding. What pleased the founding
fathers is Christian Frontiers, and Christian Frontiers the
name will be.

Geographical frontiers, unsettled regions on the border of
settled areas, exist no longer. A Government census in 1890
made that declaration. But more of the natural wealth of the
North American continent has been discovered and more
uses have been found for it in little more than half a century
since that date than were learned in a million years before.
Man continues to dream, as he has done for centuries, of
communication with distant planets, and his quest for hidden
secrets of the earth and of the universe goes on unabated.

There are still vast, uninhabited, marginal areas on the
edge of and far beyond the ordinary experiences of life. Man’s
frontiers include the interminable distances between where
he now is and where by his own best efforts and God’s grace
he ought to be. He has not yet explored all the possibilities
of abundant living. Only the hem of Truth’s expansive gar-
ment has yet been touched by man’s adventures into the
unknown. His face must be always toward the frontiers.

BAPTISTS. Sponsors of Christian Frqn;_iea_fs are under




BecINNING “CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS” 5

strong conviction that Baptists, by their nature and mission,
confront opportunities for doing, as they have done hitherto,
much constructive pioneering. They have it in their blood.
Anabaptists, their spiritual forebears, came into prominence
in the sixteenth century through their successive and varied
efforts to live by principles that gave rise to the Reformation.
They looked to horizons beyond the doctrines and practices
of the static Roman Church. To Luther’s thunderous tocsin,
“The just shall live by faith,” Anabaptists added the doctrine
that faith shall live by justice. That was pioneering, and still
is!

Frontiers were crossed when Baptist groups valiantly pro-
claimed and practiced baptism for believers only, in a day
dominated by a powerful and intolerant Church that had de-
creed baptism of unbelieving infants essential to their salva-
tion. Pioneering was required of Baptists who began to pro-
claim and die for such doctrines as the autonomy and inde-
pendence of the local church, the adequacy of the Holy Scrip-
tures as a standard of faith and practice, liberty of conscience
for every man, the maintenance of the essential purity of the
church, and emphasis upon the necessity of holy living,
springing from a renewed heart.

Baptists and their spiritual precursors have been from the
beginning of their history inspirers and leaders of revolt
against churches and social orders that were based on prin-
ciples and practiced ways of life which they believed to be
hostile to the spirit of the gospel. When society became pagan
and when the church became tyrannical, there were Baptists
who occupied the vanguard of protest, revolt, and renovation.

Christian Frontiers seeks the light of day, therefore, because
of its faith in the genius of the Baptist people to extend into
the marginal areas of current life principles that are liberating
and enduring. This journal holds with Harris Franklin Rall
that “the function of religion can be nothing less than to
secure for man the highest and fullest life . . . . that no aspect
of man’s life can be foreign to it.”
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Nobody believes that the highest and fullest life has yet
been achieved by or for man. Nor are the champions of rich-
ness and completeness of living altogether lacking, even
among Baptist journals.

Why, then, should there be another? Most Baptist publica-
tions are related organically to conventions, boards, or institu-
tions to which they are properly accountable. Christian
Frontiers would be staunch friend and supporter both of
them and of the organizational life of Baptists, even when
finding it necessary to take issue with them at points or to
blaze lonely trails. As ally and comrade of all whose motives
are high and whose methods are sincere and generous, this
journalistic venture would be limited in its freedom by noth-
ing save the demands imposed upon it by truth and the
Christian spirit.

PREVIEW. Pioneers cannot see what lies on the other side
of the hill. They cannot create new lands to discover, nor
fashion with their hands treasures of earth and sea and air.
They only probe and search and examine and make such use
as they can of what they find. Sometimes they guess or reason
with accuracy concerning things that are hidden. But the
physical universe is not of man’s own making and his quest
for its secrets remains only a quest, rewarded sometimes by
discovery.

Across spiritual frontiers it is possible for man to look. He
even possesses resources for determining the contours and
claiming the wealth of those unsettled areas. He sees them to
be a goodly land and knows that it is largely of his own mak-
ing.

So, Christian Frontiers sees beyond our present land of
poverty in the midst of plenty; beyond a country of crime and
corruption in a day demanding discipline and integrity; be-
yond a world of racial and religious antagonisms in a day de-
manding world cooperation and unity; beyond this great arena
where man seems to be arrayed against man to destroy the
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last vestige of life in a day crying aloud for fraternity; be-
yond a state of widespread spiritual poverty and the indiffer-
ence of otherwise good people in an age summoning man-
kind to enjoy the freedom of the sons of God.

Christian Frontiers looks beyond the present world, clutter-
ed with wreckage and ruin, marred by the stain and the
bruises of man’s wickedness and folly, to the completeness
which Jesus called the kingdom of God. To the high purposes
of pioneering in the direction of man’s true Canaan this
journal would dedicate itself, joining heart and hand with
all who seek such a Land of Promise.

FAITH

Faith is no craven surrender
Of the creative passion

For truth—

Nor is it the clamorous babbling
Of ancient shibboleths which yet
Spawn strife and harsh division,
Sundering the Body of Christ.

Faith is a quest for knowledge

Of the fulness of the glory

Of God—

It is the willingness to follow

The radiant Pioneer of Life
Without seeking, to drive a bargain
Nor asking cheap praise of men.

Claude U. Broach.
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The Need For a Christian Psychotherapy*

TALMAGE C. Jounson, D.D.

PROGRESS in understanding and curing the mental ills
of man has been slow. It cannot be said that they are

yet viewed as intelligently as are the physical ills. Widespread
ignorance as to their origin, their nature, their prevention and
cure remains, and a kind of social stigma is still attached to
them.

People are quick to recognize in themselves and in others
any symptom of physical ill-health; they are likely to ignore,
or to deny, symptoms of mental ill-health. An individual who
is sick of body seeks the best diagnosis and treatment avail-
able, and is heartily urged to do so by his family and his
friends. But the person who is sick of mind knows not that
he needs help, and his family and friends postpone as long as
possible committing him to expert care. Many tragedies could
be averted and many mental illnesses might be shortened
were it not for the notion that mental illness is a shameful and
disgraceful condition.

The whole social attitude toward mental sickness tends to
aggravate it. When the only observable symptoms are in the
body, a patient receives sympathy, encouragement, and help-
ful care. But when mental symptoms appear, a patient is
likely first to be blamed and exhorted. Even the pity which
comes later may be tinged with reproach, distrust, and fear.
When such a patient recovers, he is handicapped and hinder-
ed because he is known to have once had ‘““a mental break-
down.” The convalescent from physical sickness is encouraged
to believe that his recovery will be complete and permanent.
But the person struggling back to mental health can hardly

* The author acknowledges indebtedness to Dr. G. F. Meadors, of
the United States Public Health Service, for helpful suggestions and
criticisms of the contents of this article,
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fail to know that others expect for him only a partial or
temporary recovery.

Civilization has counteracted in the main its own hazards
to physical health; or at least it has made it possible for them
to be offset. Not so with the hazards which civilization adds
to mental health. The more complex life is the greater is the
strain put upon the human mind. But civilization has not
succeeded thus far in developing additional strength of mind
proportionate to this additional strain. As a result, the in-
cidence and the prevalence of mental disorders has so in-
creased that it is estimated at the present time that approx-
imately forty or fifty percent of all physical illness is of
psychic origin, sixty percent of all patients in the hospitals
of the country are mental patients, and multitudes outside
of mental institutions are suffering from neuroses, psycho-
neuroses, and psychoses not readily recognized as such.

Indeed it seems that civilized man is more likely to go mad
than were his barbaric ancestors. Improved standards of liv-
ing do, to some extent at least, increase the number of mental
disorders. A higher economic level demands a correspond-
ingly higher degree of psychic integration. Hence psychic ills
are usually more common among the economically privileged
than among the economically underprivileged. Economic pro-
gress may produce the factors of personality deterioration.

Certainly no one would be so foolish as to suggest that pro-
gress be stayed, or that man should content himself with as
low a standard of living as possible. Rather must we seek
some way of developing minds adequate for the problems
which come with economic progress. In other words, progress
must be made in the whole of life and not in a limited sector
of it; improvement must be made in adaptation to total en-
vironment rather than to selected portions of it. As Norman
Vincent Peale puts it, “The inner braces of a man’s heart
must be equal to the outer pressure of life’s circumstances.”

1 Norman Vincent Peale, You Can Win, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press.
p. 11.
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A traveler among primitive people tells of how his safari
was halted one day by natives who refused to go on. For two
or three days they would not move forward. When questioned
as to the reason for the delay, they said that they had been
traveling so fast that their souls had been unable to keep the
pace and that they must wait for these souls to catch up. Now
something like that has really been happening to civilized
man; his soul has not kept up with his body. It is not progress
which causes personality deterioration, but unbalanced pro-
gress.

Mental patients, therefore, are entitled to more considera-
tion and more help from society than those whose maladies
are physical. They are less responsible for their own ills.
There is little excuse in these times for a child’s having
diphtheria, whooping cough, or any other contagious disease.
There is little reason for an adult’s acquiring such diseases as
tuberculosis, typhus, or typhoid. The means for their preven-
tion are known, and the failure to make them generally avail-
able, or to use them when available, is little short of eriminal
negligence. But it is not so with the mental disorders, for
little has been done to make them less prevalent while much
has been done to increase them.

For a long time, religion believed that all the ills of man
were supernaturally caused and might be removed only by
supernatural intervention. Somewhat against its will, it was
convinced by medicine that physical diseases have natural
causes and may be cured by hygienic care, drug therapy, and
surgical intervention. But it went on believing that mental
abnormalities had only supernatural causes and could be cor-
rected only by supernatural action. Certain symptoms of
mental disorder it interpreted as signs of divine favor, and it
listed among its prophets those who manifested them. Other
symptoms it explained as signs of demoniacal possession, and
it bound in chains these victims or burned them at the stake.

For a long time medical science accepted theological ex-
planations of psychic ills, and was well content to leave their
treatment to religion. Its realm was the body of man, and it

f‘. f/‘}lﬁ
!

4/

|

2

S

1,
iy e



THE NEED For A CHRISTIAN PSYCHOTHERAPY 11

would trespass upon no other. The physician of Lady Macbeth
looked with some pity upon the mental anguish of his patient,
but he had no physic and no treatment to offer. With a mea-
sure of true insight, he diagnosed her malady and said:

“......unnatural deeds
Do breed unnatural troubles; infected minds
To their deaf pillows will discharge their secrets;
More needs she the divine than the physician.”

This royal physician was asked;

“Can’st thou not minister to a mind diseased,
Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow,
Raze out the written troubles of the brain,
And with some sweet oblivious antidote
Cleanse the stuffed bosom of that perilous stuff
Which weighs upon the heart?”

But he could only answer,
“Therein the patient
Must minister to himself.”
Contemporary physicians and priests would probably have
unanimously concurred with his verdict, both as to etiology
and as to therapy.

But neither Jesus, the founder of Christianity, nor Hippo-
crates, the father of medical science, would have concurred.
They held no such view of man’s mental ills. Yet the religion
which Jesus founded and the science which Hippocrates
fathered long failed to minister, separately or together, to
minds diseased.

It remained, for psychology, the youngest of the sciences,
to declare that mental ills have natural causes and may be
treated with some considerable measure of success on the
human level. Religion saw in this claim a new threat to itself.
It had agreed reluctantly to divide man with medical science,
yielding up his physical body while retaining his spiritual
nature. It viewed with alarm the new psychology invading
its sacred province, and offering heretical explanation of the
nature and functioning of soul. Medical science, secure in
its own peculiar province, saw no reason to take sides or be
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concerned. It thought to let religion and psychology compete
for the soul of man, if he had one, so long as they left to it the
body of man which he certainly had.

The new psychology, however, was not content with in-
vading the realm of religion and challenging prevaling the-
ological opinion. It insisted upon invading also the realm of
medical science and challenging prevailing opinions there. To
take on two mighty opponents at once was surely a presump-
tuous thing. But by so doing psychology rediscovered man as
an organic entity which may not be divided. This rediscovery
is pregnant with meaning for both religion and medical sci-
ence, and it makes imperative a working alliance between
them. If man is what psychology shows him to be, a psycho-
biological entity, then physical ills and mental ills do not
exist apart except as symptoms of organic illness. And they
may be altogether cured only by psychosomatic treatment.
Medical science has been as loathe to accept these findings as
religion has been.

Neither religion nor medical science has reason to fear
psychology. Properly understood it is a substitute for neither,
but an instrument, or methodology, for both. It formulates,
correlates, and applies principles which both have always
used. What was formerly done without understanding may
now be done the better with understanding.

So recent is this new and better understanding that it does
not yet appear what miracles of healing may be achieved
through it. Dr. Gregory Zilboorg finds that at the beginning
of the twentieth century “Medicopsychological theories ap-
pear to have become more an intellectual pastime than a re-
search for the practical solution of a problem.” He declares
that at that late date: “Therapy in psychiatry was not even
empirical; still less was it causal. In this respect psychiatry
was in a rut of the past and lagged far behind general med-
icine.” Fortunately for mankind both scientific medicine and
religion are now ready to make larger and larger use of
psychology. Medicine is rapidly developing both curative and
preventive psychiatry. Religious leaders like Fosdick, Stolz,
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Weatherhead, Bonnell, May and many others have demon-
strated the value of sound psychology technique in pastoral
counseling.

There is some danger that medical science may limit psy-
chiatry by making it a speciality, whereas every physician
and surgeon needs to understand and practice it. The tend-
ency toward specialization in a particular branch or field of
medical science has already gone so far as to impair some-
what the services a physician may render to the whole of an
individual. The old-fashioned family doctor was aften able to
do for his patients what a whole battery of specialists are now
unable to do; namely, help them to achieve wholeness. If
medical science refuses to require of all its practitioners
knowledge of basic psychiatric findings and procedures, and
if it insists that every mental ill be referred to those who are
specialists in that field, it will not be able to meet existing
human needs. So general is the modern need for help in
personality integration that there can never be enough spe-
cialists to meet it.

On the side of religion, there is danger that too much may
be attempted by those who have only a smattering knowledge
of the new psychology and no training in its methods. It is
certainly true here that *“a little knowledge is a dangerous
thing.” Thomas Hywel Hughes sounds a needed word of
caution when he says that there are grave and subtle perils
associated with the treatment of mental ills and only those
who have been sufficiently trained and have in addition ade-
quate medical knowledge should undertake it. The minister
of religion who poses as a psychiatrist, or sets himself up as an
expert in the treatment of mental ills, unless he has indeed
had training in a reputable medical center, is not only a quack
but a fool; for he is playing with dynamite which may destroy
both him and his unfortunate patient. It is doubtful that the
term, “pastoral psychiatry” ought to be used at all, for psy-
chiatry presupposes a medical degree which few if any pastors
have.

It does not follow that the minister may not make excellent

ﬁll
L I*f': {

I
/

%
gl

!

e

o




14 CHRISTIAN F'RONTIERS

use of whatever little or much knowledge he has. And it cer-
tainly does not follow that religion as such is not an essential
element in sound psychotherapy. The psychiatrist who as-
signs it no value and who discredits what the minister of
religion can do for his patients is perilously near to quackery,
for he has assumed more knowledge than he has. There is
cumulative evidence that the best psychiatric results are ob-
tainable only when the resources of both religion and medical
science are fully employed by psychotherapeutists. Certainly
magnificent results have been achieved by Harry Emerson
Fosdick, Norman Vincent Peale, and other ministers, work-
ing with Thomas W. Salmon, Smiley Blanton, and other psy-
chiatrists, as well as by Carl J. Jung, Thomas Rathbone Oliver,
and Leslie Weatherhead, psychiatrists who are themselves
deeply religious and use the resources of religion in all their
work with mental patients.

The pastor may have a better opportunity than the physi-
cian to recognize the earliest symptoms of mental disease.
Without being presumptuous, he can administer an elemen-
tary sort of psychotherapy which may prevent serious mental
disorders. The basic need of the human mind is for truth. If
a person can be brought to face reality and to adjust himself
to it by accepting truth, he develops resistance to mental dis-
ease just as he develops resistance to physical disease when
he takes into his body elements which counteract disease
germs. Truth is the only immunization against maladies of
mind. Jesus was psychologically right when he said, “Ye shall
know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” Ministers
of His church can and should furnish such truth as frees the
mind from anxiety, worry, and fear, the principle causes of
mental illness.

Serious mental cases always require hospital care, and must
always be referred to a psychiatrist. But for full recovery,
religion is required. The minister has not performed his whole
duty to the mental patient when he brings him to psychiatric
treatment. Religious truth is an essential part of the therapy.
Of course, the minister is free to administer it only when per-
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mitted to do so by the psychiatrist and only under his direc-
tion. But he must offer it. The psychiatrist who rejects it is
unworthy of his calling. There is never a case of mental sick-
ness in which all the resources of both religion and medical
science are not needful, although there is a time when one
should take priority over the other.

The New Testament story of how Jesus healed a Gadarene
demoniac (Mark 5:1-20) reads almost like a modern psy-
chiatric case history. While it is set forth within the limita-
tions of a pre-scientific nosology, it can readily be reconstruct-
ed, without violence to it, into an account of a successful
treatment of a serious mental disorder.

The symptoms of the patient justify a probable diagnosis
of schizophrenia. The first question which Jesus addressed to
him amounted to asking, “What are you?” Intended to lay
bare the nature of his illness, it did exactly that. The patient
answered, “I am not one but many.” This answer meant that
the man had a split personality. He was no longer an entity;
he had become a disunity. He was being torn apart by conflict-
ing drives which he could not integrate. A legion of competing
desires, appetites, and purposes had driven the poor fellow
insane. He had come to despise himself for his inability to
harness them and make them do his bidding. They were now
his masters, he their victim. He no longer had a frame of
reference, but yielded himself to first one compelling motive
and then another. He wanted at one and the same time salva-
tion and self-destruction.

How like many a modern man was this wild inhabitant of
the Gadarene tombs! Reason always topples when a center of
reference is lost, when the mind is unable to face its problems,
when the personality is split by drives which it cannot master
and harmonize. Without an integrating factor, one losses his
sense of worth and dignity, and the self breaks up. There is
no meaning to life when psychic chaos prevails.

The treatment of such patients must begin with the therap-
ist himself. He has to become their center of reference. Until
he can focus the wandering find upon himself and impress
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it with his own integrated personality, he can do nothing.
Such cases require more than the rapport between patient
and therapist called for in treating less serious mental dis-
orders; they call for domination. It is generally understood
that the psychiatrist must permit himself to become the substi-
tute for every person with whom the patient should have nor-
mal relations, but no longer does have. In major personality
disorders, it must go even further. The therapist has to be-
come a substitute for God himself, or at least the symbol of
God. Now that is what Jesus was for the Gadarene demoniac,
who hailed him as “Son of God.” In this connection, we need
not concern ourselves with any doctrine about the divinity
of Jesus. We merely note that for this man at least he was
divine, nor does it matter how he came to be so recognized.
It is always a heavy responsibility to play God. The ordinary
man, such as are all modern psychiatrists and preachers, dare
not play the part longer than is necessary to transfer the
patient’s submission from himself to the real God, but he has
to play it long enough to do that. Nor is it as presumptuous
to do so as may first appear, for surely God is in man. But so
long as the therapist, be he physician or minister, stands in
the place of God for a patient, he had better be certain that
he is indeed as much like God as possible.

The trouble with many psychiatrists is that they know too
little about a real God to represent Him in the first stages of
treatment, or to transfer their patients to Him in its later
stages. Some have gone so far as to counsel releasing inhibi-
tions in directions which no sort of deity could approve, and
have led their patients into the morass of moral lawlessness
and chaos. The resulting improvement in symptomatic con-
ditions, if such occurs, can never be more than partial and
temporary; it is inevitably followed by an illness of greater
gravity. Psychiatrists of this sort are correct in thinking that
repressions of inhibitions must be somehow released; they are
wrong in thinking that it makes no difference how or through
what channels they are released. They are correct also in
believing that many notions about morality and what con-
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stitutes it are entirely false and produce a needless sense of
guilt; they are mistaken in believing that there are no sound
moral concepts or that life can be lived normally without
them. Familiar only with abnormal psychology and abnormal
religion, they are unable to appreciate the normal in either.

Nor can it be said that the average minister of religion does
much better, especially the average Protestant minister. He
agrees that theoretically he is the representative of God, but
he seldom dares play the part. The firm and positive note with
which the deity should speak through his representatives
has been largely absent from modern Protestant preaching
and pastoral counseling. Catholic priests at this point take a
stronger position; they hear confessions and absolve from sin;
they speak with authority on what God requires; they assure
ultimate salvation. This difference between the Catholic priest
and the Protestant minister may account for the fact that
Catholics generally magnify the church more than do Pro-
testants. But the history of Catholicism, and the practices of
some of its priests, indicate that the Catholic clergy has no
more right to pose as divine representatives than the Pro-
testant clergy. The point is that it does so claim. Protestant
ministers ought to make the same claim and the better justify
it by their fruits!

Jesus made no effort to reason with the insane man of
Gadarea. He made no plea for him “to get hold of himself.”
That can come only when the cure is far advanced. Instead
Jesus demonstrated to him, in a way that he could not mis-
take, his importance as a person. Feeding nearby was a herd
of swine. The deranged mind of the patient held the illusion
that the hogs were worth more than he, and nothing less than
the sacrifice of them would have proved to him the contrary.
Jesus did not hesitate for a moment. He sacrificed the hogs.
The mental shock of seeing that done was fully equivalent
to modern electric, insulin, or metrazol shock. The patient fell
in convulsions, but arose with a mind clear of illusions. We
may be confident that never again was he overwhelmed by
the consciousness of utter worthlessness. If the God he now
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recognized cared more for him than for a herd of swine, per-
haps He cared enough to make worthwhile the reorganization
of personality around Him as the center of a new frame of
reference. At any rate, this man who had been beside himself
came to himself in the presence of God. He would thereafter
always be himself, not a legion of warring demons. Lest any
modern therapist be tempted to destroy the property of others
to achieve such a result, let it be noted that Jesus was im-
mediately exiled from Gadarea!

Unfortunately the gospel narrative gives only a hint of any
further psychotherapy. But from what we know of Jesus, we
may believe that it was thorough. Doubtlessly the man was
allowed to talk out all of his problems, until mental catharsis
was complete. His fears were supplanted by faith in the de-
pendability of the universe. Whatever feelings of guilt he
felt were banished by a positive assurance of pardon. His
natural appetites were shown to be holy and capable of being
satisfied in some suitable manner. Whatever instinctive drives
he had were shown to be of divine origin and capable of mo-
tivating creative activity. When once an organizing principle
was found, an integrating factor was discovered, no conflicts
remained; everything fitted into the healthy whole; adaptation
could be made to the total environment. Inhibitions disap-
peared; only sublimation remained. The man was sane.

One thing, however, remained for the therapist to do. Had
it not been done, the cure might not have been permanent.
It is not enough for a mental patient to become sane in isola-
tion or in an artificial environment. He must be returned to
his own natural social environment and there demonstrate
his sanity. Jesus did that for his patient; he sent him back to
his family to take again his place among his loved ones and
meet his obligations to them. Some men Jesus allowed to
leave their homes in order to follow him, but not this man.
For him to do so would be an escape from the realities of his
own life, to become always dependent upon his therapist.

Neither religion nor medical science can ever let itself be-
come merely a means of escape, a crutch upon which to lean.
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Both must seek to help man, particularly those who have
mental ills, to make normal responses in normal situations,
to bear whatever burdens life imposes, and to live with what-
ever has to be lived with. Both may well seek to improve the
individual’s surroundings, but after all there are inevitable
things, there are limitations which must be accepted, there
are duties which must be performed. And no man is wholly
sane who cannot live within his own surroundings whatever
they be. Insulin is no cure for diabetes; it simply enables the
diabetic to live with his disease. So are mental ills cured when
the patient learns to live with the things which cause them.

For the mental patient, therefore, true religion is indicated
as the one thing which must not be lacking. It alone supplies
the dynamics of sane existence, eases tensions of life in a
complex social order, and provides energy for creative activ-
ity. By all means let diseased minds be examined, studied,
and treated with all the skill that medical science has develop-
ed. Let every possible physical cause be looked for and re-
moved, and every possible improvement be made in the
immediate environment and the patient’s adaptation to it.
Then let religion be summoned to complete the cure and
make it permanent.

“Whenever the voice of Truth is heard demanding allegiance, it is
the voice of God. Whenever Mercy bends over the prostrate and
feeble, and calls to us for help, it is the voice of God. The Jews re-
jected Christ for reasons of political prudence, social selfishness and
religious orthodoxy. Whenever we resist God or any of his mes-
sengers for those reasons, we link our lives with those who stoned
the prophets and crucified Jesus and righteous blood is upon us.
Men are always rejecting the stone that God designed for the head
of the corner.”

Walter Rauschenbusch, as quoted in The Social Gospel of Walter
Rauschenbusch and Its Relation to Religious Education by Vernon
Parker Bodein, Yale University Press.
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The Faith of Aldous Huxley*

WiLLiam H. PoTEAT

“ONE CAN either go on listening to the news—and of
course the news is always bad, even when it sounds

good. Or alternatively one can make up one’s mind to listen
to something else.” Thus Sebastian Barnack, one of Huxley’s
progeny, summarizes the dilemma of a young poet caught in
the vice of Modern life. It is startling to realize of how many
men of letters contemporary with us this weary confession
of confusion is an accurate description. The turn of the Cen-
tury saw its heroic revolt against the “shopkeeper” mind.
New wine was to come not from the fruit of the vine, but
from broken wine-skins. The ferment of this revolt turned to
vinegar after the first World War, and moribund despair and
cynicism was the response of sensitive and sophisticated
writers. Ferdinand Celine plumbed the depth of this mood
in his exilic novel, Death on the Installment Plan.

But—'Man is not made better by constantly gazing into
chaos’. Many of these men who survived revolt and exile came
full cycle—from revolt to affirmation. The movement has been
from The Wasteland to Four Quartets; from Buddenbrooks
to Joseph the Provider, from The Hairy Ape to Days Without
End, from Point Counter Point to Time Must Have a Stop. If
these men have not altogether stopped “listening to the
news”— they at least have sought to “listen to something
else.” Increasingly, the recurrent theme of contemporary
writing is the question: Why not try God?

Perhaps Huxley embodies in his own pilgrimage a history
of the pathology of contemporary man more worthy of study
than that of any living writer. In few have the extremes of
delirium and repose been so marked. In none has such sophis-
ticated denial led to such exalted affirmation.

In this latest of his prodigious works, Aldous Huxley makes

* The Perennial Philosophy. By Aldous Huxley. New York: Harper
& Brothers, 1945. pp. 301. Bobliography. $3.00.
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explicit the credo that has shown itself through his always
clever, sometimes profound fiction. Sebastian Barnack has
emerged from T'ime Must Have a Stop to write The Perennial
Philosophy.

To Huxley the perennial philosophy asserts: that Time and
the Human Situation are fragmentations of the unitive
Ground of all existence; that man’s true good is to return from
multiplicity to unity; that this can be done through direct
communion with the Divine by the discovery of the immanent
unity in the self that exists on the other side of the refractory
and refracted world of the senses. The perennial philosophy
is, in short, mysticism.

This book is a collection of excerpts from the writings of
the great mystics, both Eastern and Western, with an incisive
and tendencious analysis of the nature of the “perennial
philosophy” in the form of a running commentary by the
author. To those who have not yet realized that Huxley is
one of the most voracious readers among modern novelists,
this volume itself should be sufficient proof. What ever may
be the opinion of the reader as to the philosophy—he will be
forced to admit that this is a major piece of research and
possesses great merit on this account alone. The author brings
erudition and a literary style with clarity and wit to the
execution of his task. Probably no better introduction to
mysticism is to be found.

It is an odd circumstance that, while commending a book,
one should feel it necessary to issue a warning against it.
There is a perennial seductiveness about mysticism that has
captured a large following among the intellectuals in our time.
Many, who like Huxley have been appallingly ignorant of the
main stream of Judeo-Christian thought, have turned to
religion and have come up with various forms of Buddhism.
Always anxious to enlist the intelligentsia in their ranks, the
leaders of Christian thinking have embraced to their bosoms
all who are even mildly sympathetic. Often they have shown
more enthusiasm than discrimination. An examination of this
book, which the publishers call “a common denominator of a
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faith for today,” in terms of its relation to Christianity, seems
quite relevant.

Huxley nowhere explicitly states that when the gold which
goes to make up the perennial philosophy has been extracted
from all religious thought, the dross which remains is of no
importance. However, the reader is left with the impression
that this is the author’s view. One may plausibly ask: What
have you said when you have observed that there are mystical
elements in all religions? It is very much like the old cliche:
“People everywhere are, after all, pretty much alike.”

The truth is that Huxley gives no evidence of knowing
anything at all about Biblical religion. (In his introduction
he dismisses the Bible from consideration because of its
“familiarity.”) More than this—he does not even seem aware
that cosmological presuppositious condition mysticism in so
profound a way as to make a qualitative difference between
Eastern mysticism and Christian mysticism.

To be sure, the elements of mysticism are always present
in Christian thought. But it must be remembered that this
element entered the mainstream, on the Greek side, from the
Eleusinian and Orphic mysteries through Pythagorus, Soc-
rates, and Plato; and, on the Hebrew side, through the Es-
senes. Mysticism in the Judeo-Christian tradition has always
been disciplined by a persistent affirmation that the manifold
world is “very good”—even though fragmentary—because
even it is God’s world. There is no opposition between Mani-
fold Reality and Divine Reality such as is implied in Huxley’s
introduction. The difference between the world as man ex-
periences it and Reality as it has its Being in God is, in
Christian thought, a moral difference. That distinction is not
obliterated by sense-haunted man—even in the “dark night
of the soul.” It is given meaning through the Christ who is
the mediator.

Again, the author glibly dismisses the efforts of Empirical
Theology, “despite the subtlety of its argument,” to come to
terms with Reality. He seems to assume that the only alter-
native to Empirical Theology is mystical union with Godhead.
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What about Biblical theology—which is neither mystical nor
empirical—but practical and moral? The religions of the Far
East are metaphysically minded. Mystical union becomes cen-
tral to their quest for God. Judaism is moral-minded. Are not
Amos and Isaiah fit company for St. John of the Cross and
Shankara? Huxley betrays the oriental bent of his mind at
this point—which bent he is perfectly well entitled to. But
let us not accept him, unqualified, as a Christian thinker.

The assumption implied in many of the textural comments
is that the religious problem is always primarily a metaphys-
ical-epistemological one. That the content of Divine Reality
could be fundamentally moral, as with the Hebrews, seems
never to have occurred to Huxley. It is this blind spot that is
responsible for his dismissal of the Bible without apparent
qualm. Biblical Religion is seldom bothered by metaphysics,
almost never by episemology. Jesus meets the problem of
religious knowledge quite directly. “If ye have seen me, ye
have seen the Father.” Metaphysics, either that of mysticism
or of empirical theology, is always in danger of becoming life-
denying because it easily eliminates the moral pathos of man
from its systems. The formed either cuts or anaesthetizes the
moral nerve.

Ultimately the difference becomes that between a dualistic
consciousness and a prophetic-ethical monism. The Christian
Godhead is one who is revealed in History—not in some spe-
cious “eternity” where the distinction between self-assertion
and self-immolation is lost.

At one point Huxley remarks that for the “exponents of
the Perennial Philosophy . . . the important thing is that in-
dividual men and women should come to the unitive knowl-
edge of the divine Ground . . . ” This is quite different from
the Christian belief that the “obliteration” of individuality
ought to be achieved at the level of creative response to God
the Creator. The old self is cast off and man, forgetting what
is past, presses on toward moral creativity. To be sure, by
faith are we saved. But it is always a faith conferring an
imperative. =
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The “faith for today’” which is here advocated is a reaction-
ary one. It seeks to return to some primitive wholeness, an
innocence before our senses fractured Reality. Christianity
is a call to find wholeness at a new level, to go beyond good
and evil.

It would be ungrateful to end on such a note. Huxley has
made an emphasis which is sorely needed by all who are call-
ed—both Greek and Jew. The Christian consciousness has
always existed in that dialectic tension between “fear and
trembling” and “quietness and confidence.” The Perennial
Philosophy calls us to the latter.

OUR TASK

‘When a great call is heard and when it seems really worthwhile
embarking upon any noble venture, men will respond as they have
always done. The unfortunate thing is that the problems of today
seem so colossal and the difficulties so numerous that the man who
wishes to make some contribution to human well-being and to insert
a lever by which he may raise ever so little the burden of the world’s
distress, does not see what positive good would follow from his
action. Religion seems to mean little, whereas it ought to present
us, and more particularly the young men and women of our time,
with a call to a life of noble effort and of heroic self-giving. We need
to make up our minds that the frontier line of the Kingdom of God
can be advanced or retarded by each individual, whether we live
obscure lives or whether we have many opportunities of influencing
others.

What we require to guard against today is not always open antag-
onism to Christ’s teaching, but rather that attitude of mind which
recognizes that the Christian ideal is the best and at the same time
does nothing to apply the method of the Master. It is in the crisis
that the true temper of men is revealed, and for crisis those who
seek the Christian way must be prepared. No ideal, however exalted,
is likely to assert its authority over men until some have been found
to sacrifice themselves and, if need be, to die, in loyalty to it. Such
sacrifice has a unique power to change human hearts and to redeem
men from self-seeking.

Bill Chafin, President, B.S.0.
University of North Carotipaz
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Hubba-Hubba!

BernArD C. CLAUSEN

HOW THESE things get started is a mystery. Suddenly,
with the speed of light, they spread across the country,

and before we older people realize what is happening, every
youngster in the country is using a new item in the vocabulary
of youth. Just now the current rage is “Hubba-Hubba.”

When we begin to ask what it means, the boys and girls
are tempted to reply with scorn that we do not even know
how to spell it. It should have one “b” rather than two, they
claim. But here we have a right to contradict them. “Huba”
would be phonetically understood to rhyme with “Cuba’” and
this is not the way the new word sounds, when young people
say it. We can insist upon “Hubba”, as being right for us.

There is a clue to its meaning in a musical prelude which
usually precedes the use of the mysterious syllables. There is
a long, swooping whistle, first up and then down the scale,
expressing startled, pleased surprise. Then follow the ex-
clamation, “hubba-hubba” in awed and unbelievable delight
at the sudden recognition of a wonderful personality.

The sounds may be new, the mood is old. Yesterday’s slang
used for the same purpose words like “O, you beautiful doll”,
or the utterly simple tribute “Baby!” But the habit reaches
far back across the centuries. Always there has seemed to be
this same need for an incoherent and untranslatable expres-
sion, stirred by deep delight in a surprising person. It can be
discovered as far back as the New Testament, in the young
people who felt their whole lives being changed forever by
the blessed influence of Jesus.

Doubting Thomas, finally convinced against his will, let his
repressed enthusiasm explode in wonderful outburst, “My
Lord and my God!” This was not careful and exact theology,

*A sermon preached to the North Carolina Baptlst State Con-
vention on Wednesday, November 14, 1945. ==
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it was the unbounded enthusiasm of undefined superlatives.

This awed surprise is reflected at its worst in current pro-
fanity. When a workman whispers under his breath, “Jeez!”,
or a soldier shouts in the agony of brutal battle “Jesus Christ”,
they are not knowingly blasphemous. They are using syllables
which have come down to them in an inherited tradition, for
use only in the most deeply felt moments of their lives. And
they originated in the “Hubba-Hubba” of the overwhelmed
disciples.

At the other and finer extreme, are the poetic superlatives
with which men have always tried to express their wonder
before the Savior of men. If he lived the glorious life they
saw in him, surely he must have been different from them all
through his days from the very beginning, and even his birth
must have set him off from ordinary mortals. If he made it
possible for them to feel cleansed and renewed, in spite of
their sin and failures, whenever they were with him and he
told them of the Father, surely there must be some real trans-
action with God by means of which Jesus does obtain our
redemption and take our sins upon him. If he meant so much
to them in friendship and encouragement, surely they could
not let him be surrendered to death, and thus lose him for
themselves and for all mankind who would need him too,—so
he must never die, death must have no dominion over him,
they must be sure that he lived forever, beginning with their
lives. These compelling emotions about him, provoked by
their experiences with him, demanded a complete commit-
ment to his teachings, and a patient dedication to his task.
But the words they spoke about him were not intended as
careful philosophical discrimination,—they were the almost
incoherent “hubba-hubba” of incredible delight.

Only long afterwards were these blithe tributes hardened
into records, stiffened into prose texts, examined, botanized
with prying exactitude. Precisely how could the Son of God
be born of God? How could any kindness of heart, any sub-
stitution through Jesus, appease the righteous justice of an
offended and holy God, without throwing out of balance the
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whole moral universe? How can one who is killed live again?
Does he claim again the limbs and the lips which he seemed
to leave behind? Who rolled away the stone at the tomb door?

Then the wonder disappeared in the process of analysis
and argument. The soul-stricken exclamatory glory of “hub-
ba-hubba” was silenced. The warning of Jesus himself was
forgotten.

Once as he talked with his friends, he toyed for a moment
with their thoughts as he asked what people were saying
about him. When they told him, “John the Baptist”, “Elias”,
“Jeremias”, “one of the prophets”,—he brought them up short
with the query, “But whom say ye that I am?” It was Peter
who replied, “Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God”.
As the hot and glorious words came pouring out, Jesus
recognized them for the “hubba-hubba” which they really
were. “Blessed art thou, Simon. Flesh and blood hath not re-
vealed it to thee. Upon this rock, will I build my church!”

What rock did Jesus mean? Not Peter, the rock, the pope,
the first of a hundred popes with power to transmit supreme
authority through the centuries! Surely not that. Not those
burning words, cooling into a creed, spreading out with a
thousand theological implications! Surely not that. But that
glorious uprush of unstudied tribute, that spontaneous joy
in the beautiful fellowship of the Kingdom, that boundless,
glorious awe before the presence of Jesus, on this was the
church to be built! How can we be so sure? Because at once
Jesus warned them not to go out telling men that he was
Jesus, the Christ. The words could not be taught, and then de-
manded of others, without spoiling the whole beauty of the
fresh experience. We have been guilty of disobeying him. We
have taken the forms of ancient words and made them into
requirements. We have taught our “39 articles”, and adminis-
tered our catechisms, and put a premium on the correct an-
swer to the carefully devised question. And the “hubba-hub-
ba” of wordless wonder before the beauty of Jesus has been
driven out before us.

There is no one task for the church,—there are many tasks.
filk
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We must reach down into the dregs of society and save to the
uttermost. We must reach out into the furthest reaches of
society and everywhere Christianize the social order. But we
must also strip away the scaffolding which conceals and
obscures the Jesus we have tried to adorn. We must explain
the process of debate, and defense, and elaboration, and ex-
planation, by which his simple teachings have become en-
veloped. We must free ourselves from the deadliness of formal
compliance, and speak of him in language which will be to us
as honest as the language of the daring poets.

Dekker could call him “The best of men—the first true
gentlemen that ever breathed.” Tennyson could pay him this
tribute—“His loveliness of perfect deeds more strong than
all poetic thought.” Emerson could say, ‘“His name is not so
much written as ploughed into the history of the world.”
This is the “hubba-hubba’” of the poets who loved him. I do
not ask the repetition of these words from you. I ask for
words as honest and sincere, which will express your own
praise of a Christ you yourself know.

Then lift him up, free and clear of argument and analysis,
for all of us to see. He will draw all men unto him. Nothing
has faded, with the centuries, in his life. He has not fallen be-
hind,—still he leads, far on ahead. His courage, his patience,
his poise in suffering, his infinite compassion, his daring de-
fiance, his dauntless dream for the God-like life of men,—all
these things continue to beckon us out of ourselves up toward
him.

‘We cannot put the presence by of Christ the crucified.
Who draws men’s spirits by his love as does the moon
the tide.

There was a little boy looking into a store window in our
city where pictures were displayed. A man behind him point-
ed to a picture, and asked in feigned ignorance, “What's that?”
“That is Jesus dying on the cross for us,” the lad replied. “Oh,
so that’s it!” said the man, and walked away. Then the lad
caught up with him, and stopping him said, “I thought I
ought to tell you. He is still alive!”
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The Christ whose friends have played him false, whom
dogmas have denied,
Still speaking to the hearts of men,—though shamed and
crucified,
The Master of the Centuries who will not be denied!
Use your own words, but mean them. Some say in earnest
confession “My Lord and my God.” Some say with respectful
awe “Hubba-Hubba!” What do you say about Jesus, who is
called the Christ?

“Jesus neither taught nor endorsed any social system, but He will
not stand for any injustice or oppression. He will not stand for
exploitation or for indifference to suffering. He will tolerate no
religion and no economic system that countenances these. It is our
business to get that spirit of Jesus glowing in us and all the world.
That is not the whole of His teachings, but if that spirit is left out
of His doctrine, we are caricaturing the rest.”

Walter Rauschenbusch, as quoted in The Social Gospel of Walter
Rauschenbusch and Its Relation to Religious Education by Vernon
Parker Bodein, Yale University Press.

Fa)
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“In my efforts to secure more freedom and justice for men I acted
under religious impulses. I realized that God hates injustice and
that I would be quenching the life of God within me if I kept silent
with all this social iniquity of the world around me.

My life has been physically very lonely and often beset by the
consciousness of conservative antagonism. I have been upheld by
the comforts of God. Jesus has been to me the inexhaustible source
of fresh impulses, life and courage.

My life would seem an empty shell if my personal religion were
left out of it. It has been my deepest satisfaction to get evidence
now and then that I have been able to help men to a new spiritual
birth. I have always regarded my public work as a form of evangel-
ism, which called for a deeper repentance and a new experience of
God’s salvation.”

Walter Rauschenbusch, as quoted in The Social Gospel of Walter
Rauschenbusch and Its Relation to Religious Education by Vernon
Parker Bodein, Yale University Press.. =R g
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EDITORIAL

“"One World”

RECENTLY a group of the scientists responsible for the
production of the atomic bomb made an eloquent plea

before a congressional committee for international control of
their product. The revelation of the possibility of igniting the
“nitrigen chain” which would convert this planet into another
flaming star was enough to bring a change of heart to the most
isolationist of the law-makers. More recently The Association
of Oak Ridge Scientists condemned the destruction of the
Japanese cyclotron as “wanton and stupid,” likening the act
to “the sacking of the Louvain library by the Germans in
1914 and 1940.” The cyclotron, they insisted, is a research
instrument and not an atomic bomb production machine.
These men, it becomes increasingly apparent, have won the
public’s ear while unimaginative congressmen have kept
both of theirs to the ground.

In an article published in the Nation, Richard Schlegel of
the research staff of the Palmer Physical Laboratory at
Princeton University, reminds us how fortunate it is for the
world “that scientists are probably more international-minded
than any other professional group. They can be expected to
be on the right side in the coming critical months.” Heading
the article, “Scientists of the World, Unite!” he writes:
B et clearly scientists must serve as advisers to an atomic-
energy control body and to a large extent determine its policy,
since it is they who understand the possibilities and dangers
of atomic power, as well as the requirements for development
and manufacture. I suggest that an international scientific
council be established for the purpose of advising the inter-
national control authority.” To all of which we breathe a
universal Amen. Yet, when we read the declaration that
scientists are more international-minded than any other pro-
fessional group—and that includes the ministry—we think
of the lines from a great hymn,
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Like a mighty army moves the church of God.
Are twentieth-century scientists forced by dark necessity to
appeal for that which it has been our duty for twenty centuries
to proclaim as God’s truth? Is it more important as we face
the global issues of our “one world” for the scientists to get
together than for the Christians of the world to unite?

The Spectre of Power

T HASN'T been so long since we were being regaled with

the daring idea that this is the American Century. Many
of us suspected at the time, and still suspect, that this im-
pressive phrase was a euphemism, that what really lay be-
hind it was an organized movement to give the United States
unparalleled economic and military influence throughout the
world. Now for a barefaced, un-camouflaged expression of
American Centuryism at its worst look at these words from
an official bulletin signed by Col. Harry F. Cunningham,
assistant chief of staff, Fifth Air Force (dated August 15):
“We, the conquerors, have the obligation to impress our
superiority upon the conquered enemy. The enemy is an
Oriental . . . . Such a demonstration of superiority requires
that the shirtless legions which have driven forward from
Moresby to Okinawa must now find their shirts and wear
them . ... The Pacific Ocean must remain, what it now is, an
American lake, just as American and just as purely and singly
American as—for example—Cayuga lake in New York, Cass
Lake in Minnesota, Great Salt Lake in Utah.” All of which
reminds us of the old debunker: “Call it what you want to
but it’s still spaghetti.” To call it the American Century is
nice and dignified, but to us it’s just plain imperialism, ex-
pansionism and white man’s burden.

“Vox Populi”
SINCE, as has been stated, this journal is an organ for
free and frank expression of the truth as we are given
to see the truth, it is inevitable that differences of opinion,
and sometimes sharp differences of opinion; should arise.-We
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believe that truth can be arrived at in no better way than
through a frank avowal and an honest statement of these
differences. Christian Frontiers therefore invites its readers to
send correspondences to the editors many of which, as space
and judgment permit, will be published. Such letters should
not exceed 300 words. It is assumed, of course, that the letters
will be written in a fine spirit (“speaking the truth in love”)
and will be literally acceptable to the general public. Fur-
thermore, it must be modestly stated, the editors and contrib-
utors will need the checks and balances of a discriminating
and sympathetic responding public.

The Southern Baptist Pulpit and The
Labor Management Crisis

TOWERING above all the domestic problems of recon-
version in this country is the increasing tension be-

tween management and labor.

Marked for heavy industrialization the South will tomorrow
be the home of the new Pittsburghs and Detroits. The momen-
tous decisions and solutions now being made in the Northern
industrial centers and on the floor of Congress will be our
future. However difficult it is to speak or write dispassionately
of a labor-management crisis, the time has come for the
Southern Baptist pulpit to make a realistic appraisal of the
fundamental issues involved.

Has the Southern Baptist pulpit a prophetic interpretation
of this crisis? Judging from the records of the past, save for a
few notable exceptions, the Southern Baptist Ministry has
been apathetic toward economic and social issues of this
nature. Many sermons are preached on the “Christian law of
giving;” few sermons are preached on “the Christian law of
getting.” A survey of preaching in a large Southern city re-
vealed that out of 178 sermons preached by Baptist ministers
not a single sermon dealt with the problem of social and
economic security. The economic theories of the pew, the
barrage of the anti-labor propaganda, and an uninformed
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social conscience, have either silenced the pulpits of Southern
Baptists on the labor question or else reduced its pronounce-
ments to impotent generalizations that the church is for the
right and that capital and labor ought to love each other.
The people who have the poorest health in the nation, the
people who are the poorest housed, the people who are the
poorest fed and poorest clothed, the people who have the
poorest educational facilities and the highest illiteracy rate,
the people whose average annual income before Pearl Harbor
was $314 as against a national average of $604, are the people
who live in the South—the members of our congregation. Can
the shepherd of the flock be indifferent to decisions that di-
rectly affect the physical welfare of his people? Ought he not
give serious study and moral support to such bills as the
Pepper-Hook Bill (S 1349-HR 3914) in popular terminology
“the 65¢ Minimum Bill,” which means $26.00 a week for many
of his people. What will the Southern Baptist pulpit say to
the just quest of the workers of the South for a decent living?
If the minister fails to apply the principles of the gospel to
the labor-management crisis, he denies the relevancy of
Christianity to the corporate attitudes and actions of men.
To rightly divide the word of truth is to preach a whole gospel
and the whole gospel has a message for the issues in this
controversy. As long as labor is considered a commodity by
management, the Christian doctrine of the dignity of man
made in the image of God is denied. Let the pulpit affirm. Man
for whom Christ died is not a thing! Service is the controlling
principle of the gospel of Christ. The withholding of goods
from the market between VJ Day and January 1 on the part
of management in order to sell on a more favorable market
is obviously motivated by profit, not service. For the Christ-
ian, the priceless gift of freedom is secured only by a corres-
ponding sense of social responsibility, yet this sense of social
responsibility seems lacking when Mr. Harry Anderson, Vice-
President of General Motors declared, “that we will not
negotiate with our union regarding our selling price and our
profits” and that ““we don’t even open our books to our stock-
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holders.” On the other hand if it is the purpose of labor to
control the economic policies of the United States, then we
are only substituting one tyranny for another. When the
Christian principle of democratic cooperation is ignored then
the besetting sin of all groups, the lust for power overtakes
both capital and organized labor. Let the pulpit affirm. Power
corrupts!

Difficult as it is for the minister to interpret this crisis, he
cannot escape his prophetic responsibility. In assuming the
mantle of the prophet, the minister will do well to remember
that allowing for the excesses of the bargaining process and
speaking in general instead of particular incidents, history
and an informed social conscience have justified the demands
of organized labor in this country since 1875.

In declaring the will of God on economic questions, the
minister must exert his independence as a messenger of
Christ. He must not become the hireling of capital nor the
spokesman of labor. Yet this independence must not tempt
him to maintain a comfortable neutrality. Where sin exists
either in its individual or corporate forms, the church cannot
be silenced; when the right is involved, the minister remains
neutral at the price of his own integrity. Nevertheless, the
minister is not a soapbox orator nor an economic theorist.
He is God’s prophet. As the custodian of Amos’s passion for
righteousness of Christ’s good tidings to the poor of a more
abundant life, the minister is responsible only to the Father
God who through his own Son called the church into existence
and to humanity to whom the redemptive message is spoken.

Let the Southern Baptist pulpit apply with courage and
intelligence those cardinal Biblical principles of righteousness
enunciated by the prophets and incarnated by Jesus Christ
to the labor-management tension. Above all things let the
Southern Baptist pulpit not be silent.
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Book Reviews

The Gauntlet.
By JAMES STREET.

Garden City, New York: Doubleday, Doran & Co.

311 pages. Price $2.75.

The present mood, character-
ized by Van Wyck Brooks as “a
hunger for affirmations”, is find-
ing increasing articulation in
modern literature. Authors mo-
tivated either by William Rose
Benet's challenge “It is up to
writers to show us very clearly
what God we have today,” or by
the opportunity to capitalize on
the spiritual hunger of modern
man as so much grist for their
mills, have produced a flood of
religious novels.

For the most part, the new
crop of religious novels treat
either some form of historical
Christianity or the Roman Cath-
olic Church. In the former cate-
gory, The Robe by Lloyd Doug-
las, The Apostle by Sholem Asch,
and Blessed Are The Meek by
Zoffin Kossak are representative.
In the latter category, A. J. Cro-
nin’s The Keys of The Kingdom,
Franz Werfel’s The Song of Ber-
nadette, and Bruce Marshall’s
The World, The Flesh and Father
Smith are typical. Save for a few
notable exceptions such as One
Foot in Heaven by Hartzell
Spence, which is biographical,
there is a paucity of novels deal-
ing with Protestantism. Modern
Protestantism in general and
Baptists in particular are indebt-
ed to James Street for The
Gauntlet, which has been char-
acterized as the Going My Way
of Protestantism.

Essentially The Gauntlet is the
story of Reverend London Win-
go, (“candidate for Master of
Theology, former schoolteacher,
plow hand, cowpuncher, and
train butch”,) and his quest for
spiritual certainty, and of Kathie
Wingo, his wife, (“a tiny merry
raindrop of a girl” who had found
the balm of spiritual peace and
bothered not at all about the
crossed ts and dotted is,) and of
her fight for individuality.

The story of London and Ka-
thie, beginning at the South-
western Baptist Theological Sem-
inary at Fort Worth, Texas, is
soon transplanted to the First
(and only) Baptist Church of
Linden, Missouri. Here life in
the small Baptist Church is pre-
sented with photographic clarity,
sympathetic understanding, and
a convincing realism free from
vulgarity and debunking carica-
ture.

London Wingo's spiritual pil-
grimage, beginning at the Sem-
inary, is a journey from naive
skepticism to Humanism, and
from Humanism through the val-
ley of despair to Christian cer-
tainty. In the journey London is
frustrated by the recalcitrant fac-
tion in the Linden congregation;
encouraged by the retired Minis-
ter Brother Honeycutt, and heart-
ened by Kathie’s sacrifice of her
personal freedom. .
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I WANT TO FIND TRUTH.

To reconcile “the soul’s invine-
ible surmise” with the mind's
relentless probing of the accept-
ed dogmas, is the perennial prob-
lem of and tough-minded semi-
nary student. This reconciliation
constitutes London’s dilemma.
“It seems to me”, says London,
“that at times my mind, my
reason, is challenging my spirit,
throwing down a gauntlet and
daring my spirit to pick it up.”
Unfortunately, his own aware-
ness of his tough-mindedness
gives him a certain smugness
which his less gifted contempo-
raries at Southwestern find irri-
tating.

To his quest the Seminary con-
tributes little. London’s spirit is
chafed by long assignments in
the Hebrew Lexicon by Bush-
master, Valentine, and Danger-
field, which he brazenly dubs Lez
by B.V.D. Doggedly he wrestles
“with the boulders of orthodox
theology and gulped in cold,
stringy heaps, the bleak wisdom
of dead philosophers.” In vain.
The soul affirmed, the mind
doubted.

Discussions in the late hours
with fellow students over cups
of black coffee and hot tamales
add more heat than light to the
quest. The career minister, De-
van Schuyler, is free from Lon-
don’s dilemma and has nothing
to offer. Page Musselwhite, his
best friend, tells him to “pray
it through—don’t worry about
logic and all that.” Page's con-
cern is genuine, his advice sin-
cere. Still London’s mind throws
down the gauntlet, still the spirit
must pick it up.

SINAI, THE MOUNT OF IN-
JUNCTION AND DISCIPLINE.

Seminary days are brought to
an abrupt close when London
and Kathie accept the call of the
First Baptist Church at Linden,
Missouri. Here the quest for
spiritual certainty is submitted to
the impact of reality and to the
inevitable shock awaiting all
young ministers who attempt to
translate dreams born of cloister-
ed seminary days into negotiable
spiritual coinage. Soon London
discovers that a preacher must
have “the tact of a diplomat, the
strength of a Samson, the’ pa-
tience of a Job, the wisdom of a
Solomon, and a cast iron stom-
ach.”

In his journey through the val-
ley of humiliation, London is
guided by Brother Honeycutt,
the retired minister, who wants
to “keep him until he is season-
ed.” And by Kathie who teaches
him to pray: “Lord give me the
Courage to try to change things
that should be changed for the
good of mankind, serenity to ac-
cept things that should not be
changed, and sense enough to
know the difference.”

LIFE IN A GOLDFISH BOWL.

London does not travel alone
to the City of God. Kathie shares
his quest and pays her full fare
at the toll gates marking the
milestones of their ministry at
Linden. Kathie has a fight of her
own, a fight for individuality.
Babbie, the wife of Gavin Dis-
hart, Sir James Barrie's Little
Minister, wore a new hat for the
good of her soul. Kathie wages a
pathetic struggle to keep her
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bobbed hair and to be called
Kathie instead of Katherine. “I
can’t even have my own name,”
exclaimed Kathie, “this is not a
home. It's a goldfish bowl.” The
jettisoning of Kathie’s individual
quest, for the sake of London’s
ministry assumes tragic propor-
tions.

GOD IS HUMANITY.

Prematurely London concludes
that the end of his quest is hu-
manity. “Religion is humanity
and Jesus is love,” said London
to Kathie in a moment of quiet
desperation. The seminary ideals
evaporate in the heat of contro-
versy. “People don’t want the
truth. It's too simple.” What do
they want then? London decides
that “They want the privilege
to hate without losing the luxury
of love.”

NOR SPEAK ANYMORE IN HIS
NAME.

“I don’t see any use of staying
in the ministry. I'm through.”
What minister has not spoken
these words in tears on his knees.
Here for London the quest fal-
ters. The words of Jeremiah, “I
will not make mention of Him
nor speak anymore in His name,”
set the mood; but “I'm through”
is not the final word.

BUT HIS WORD WAS IN MY
HEART.

“You've got to go on,” said
Kathie, “until you find what you
seek.” London does go on, for
was not “the word of his heart
like a burning fire.” “No, Wingo,”
said Brother Honeycutt, “you are
not through. You've touched the

Cross and the sign is there. The
imprint is on your hands and
you can’t wash it off.”

WAYSIDE REST ON A LONG
TRAIL.

London learns that Humanism
is not enough. When “deep calls
unto deep” his experience affirms
that “Humanism without God is
like a beautiful catherdral built
on sand.” London the Humanist:
“Death is final. It is the servant
of eternity.” London the Christ-
ian: “Truth? Look up and you
will see truth. The grave is not
the end. It is only a wayside rest
on a long trail.”

PORTRAIT OF BAPTIST LIFE

James Street’s gallery of char-
acters in The Gauntlet: Cliff Car-
ter, the undertaker, with three
telephones; Tamar Duckworth
and Josie Hoffett, the fat and the
lean, self-appointed arbiters of
Kathie’'s destiny and petticoat
dictators of the church; Dr. Tho-
reau Bean, flying kites with to-
bacco crumbs on his best; and
Newt Upjohn, the man from the
other side of the tracks, are sym-
pathetically and vividly drawn.

Familiar scenes of Baptist life
are faithfully reproduced with an
accuracy that almost amounts to
reporting. London’s journey to
preach his “trial sermon”, attired
in a borrowed overcoat, carrying
a borrowed grip, and shining his
shoes on the back of his trouser
legs, is a picture familiar to every
Seminary student. London’s and
Kathie’s trip to the Baptist State
Convention, “luxuriating in the
adventure of eating on a diner,”
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staying in a hotel, hearing Tru-
itt's* inspirational sermon and
eating “tenderloin of trout with
tartar souce” is a scene equally
familiar to Baptist ministers and
laymen,

In drawing a realistic picture
of the pettiness, bickering, nar-
rowness and spiritual shallow-
ness which so often characterize
the life of a small village church,
or for that matter any church,
Street’s pen at times becomes
satirical, but it is a kindly satire
without bitterness and is not to
be attributed to autobiographical
experience., Some Baptists will
no doubt resent this public wash-
ing of their linen, but to those
Baptists, both ministers and lay-
men who are more concerned
about the cleanliness of their
linen than they are about the
opinion of their neighbors, will
find in The Gauntlet a revelation
of conditions which demand a
sound constructive self-criticism
on the part of Baptists of their
denominational life.

THE TYRANNY OF THE
TRIVIAL.

As has been indicated, The
Gauntlet is timely, interesting
and unsurpassed as a portrait of
Baptist life. Yet with all these
obvious qualities, as a religious
novel The Gauntlet misses great-
ness. The deficiency of the book
as a religious novel is not to be
attributed to the limitations of
the author; it is to be found in
his choice of its theme. Having
chosen as his subject a minister

* As Street spells the name In The
Gauntlet.

of the stature of London Wingo
and a congregation with the
limitations of the First Baptist
Church of Linden, Missouri and
having honestly treated this
theme, it was impossible for
Street, under the circumstances,
to produce a truly great religious
novel, for a great religious novel
must of necessity assume epic
proportions and treat of Christ-
ianity’s eternal warfare with its
foes. Had it been possible to de-
velop the original theme of The
Gauntlet, “my mind my reason,
is challenging my spirit, throw-
ing down a gauntlet and daring
my spirit to pick it up”, the im-
portance of the book as a relig-
ious novel would have been
greatly enhanced. But at the Lin-
den church the quest for truth
disintegrates into a skirmish for
power. London fights for the
privilege of naming the preacher
for the revival meeting, for the
questionable right of dominating
the appointments of the officers
and teachers of the church and
its auxiliary organizations and
for personal spiritual security.
Although these strifes were of
personal import to London and
no doubt provided a source of ex-
citement for the dull prosaic life
of Linden Baptist, they did not
contribute to the epic warfare of
Christianity ‘“against principal-
ities, against the rulers-of the
darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high
places.” London splintered his
lances against the windmills of
congregational opposition and
left the enemies of Christendom
unscathed. For the sins of the
“roaring twenties”, materialism,
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hypocrisy, cutthroat competition,
religious bigotry and selfish iso-
lationism the minister of the Lin-
den Church had no prophetic
judgement. True London made a
valiant personal pilgrimage a-
cross the wastelands of despair
and indifference to the gate of
the City of God, but he arrived
alone. His flock remained in the
wilderness. Cliff Carter, the un-
dertaker, will still be primarily
concerned with the business ad-
vantages that accrue from hav-
ing three telephones. Josie and
Tamar will still wage their selfish
fight for power, and for Linden
Baptists, winning a basketball
game over Milford will still be
more important than thhe King-
dom of God. Because the flock
will not reach the level of Spirit-
ual insight gained by the minis-
ter, and since London is to re-
main with them, the tragic con-
clusion is inevitable. His own
quest will sooner or later be con-
ditioned by the tyrranical triv-
jalities of the Linden congrega-
tion. His individual insights
which constitute at once his
chance for greatness and a source

of constant irritation to the con-
gregation will be reduced to the
common denominator of the
herd. In this process, his accept-
ibility as a minister will increase
in direct proportion to the inno-
couseness of his sermons and
soon he will be ready for $4800.00
a year in the Immanuel Baptist
Church of Kansas City.
Das Kelley Barnett

BOOKS RECEIVED
The Meaning of Human Ezxpe-
rience, By Lynn Harold Hough.
New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury,
1945.

The Trumpets of God. By N. M.
Ylvisaker. Minneapolis: Augs-
burg Publishing House, 1945.
Christus Emptor. By T. F. Gullix-
son. Minneapolis: Augsburg Pub-
lishing House, 1945.

Strictly Confidential. By Alice M.
Hustad. Minneapolis: Augsburg
Publishing House, 1945.

Behold Your King. By Florence
Marvyne Bauer. New York:
Bobbs Merrill, 1945.

Dark Sails. A tale of old ST. Si-
mons. By Helen Topping Miller.
New York: Bobbs Merrill, 1945.

“Because the Kingdom of God has been confounded with the Church,
therefore the Church has been regarded as an end instead of a
means, and men have thought they were building up the Kingdom
when the were only cementing a strong church organization.”
Walter Rauschenbusch, as quoted in The Social Gospel of Walter
Rauschenbusch and Its Relation to Religious Education by Vernon
Parker Bodein, Yale University Press.
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BAPTIST RADIO HOUR.

Pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Owensboro, Kentucky,
for eighteen years, Dr. Robert E.
Humphreys, the Baptist Hour
speaker for Sunday, January 13,
is a most effective preacher, as
announced by the Radio Com-
mittee of the Southern Baptist
Convention, S. F. Lowe, Director,
Atlanta, Georgia.

The Kentucky pastor is recog-
nized for his insight into the
Scriptures and his grip on the
gpiritual needs of men every-
where. He is thus eminently
qualified to discuss his subject,
“THE SOURCE OF PEACE)”
according to Mr. Lowe.

The programs of the Baptist
Hour originate from Atlanta
again this year, and the broad-
casts cover the territory from
the nation’s capitol to the Gulf
and westward to include Texas,
New Mexico, Oklahoma and Mis-
souri.

SUPPORT IS ASKED FOR
TWO FUNDS IN RELIGIOUS
OBJECTOR PROGRAM.

A campaign to raise funds for
the basic maintenance of South-
ern Baptist in CPS camps and for
the dissemination of information
concerning their needs is now
being conducted by a voluntary
group of ministers and laymen.

Aims and purposes of this
group are set forth in “Baptist

WS

Fellowship News Letter” edited
by W. M. Hammond, Jr. and re-
leased from Columbia, Missouri
on October 15, 1945. Stating that
the Southern Baptist Convention
give it recognition to religious
objectors within its membership,
and that it makes provision for
the receiving and transmission
of voluntary contributions for
Southern Baptist C.0.s through
its executive committee, the news
letter appeals for contributions
for the basic maintenance of men
in CPS camps and for funds to
support a ministry of fellowship,
service and visitation among the
Civilian Public Service Men.

WATCH FOR THE
FEBRUARY ISSUE OF
CHRISTIAN FRONTIERS.

The February issue of CHRIS-
TIAN FRONTIERS will carry
an article on The World Council
of Churches by Dr. Henry Smith
Leiper, our guest writer for
February. An article by Rev.
Garland Hendrix, Pastor of the
Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Apex,
North Carolina, entitled “Call to
Moral Research” is another fea-
ture of the February issue. A-
mong the books reviewed in that
issue of the book Psychology of
Religion by Paul E. Johnson.
This book is reviewed by Rev.
‘Wayne Oates, Director of Clinical
Studies at the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.




BROADMAN PRESS

salutes the second century of Southern Baptist life with
gratitude and confidence. Linking the names of two of
the really great in Southern Baptist history, John A.
Broadus and Basil Manly, Jr., the press of the Sunday
School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention would
carry worthily this distinction by rendering notable serv-
ice in the field of book publishing.

Broadman Press offers to our people publishing and
promotion facilities for every manuscript that ought to
be published and hopes with the clearing of the book
paper situation to serve even more widely our growing
number of capable authors.

The Spring list for 1946 promises to be in keeping
with the objectives just stated. Broadman Press is proud
to be able to head this list with ANCIENT RECORDS
AND THE BIBLE by Dr. J. McKee Adams and Dr. John
R. Sampey’s MEMOIRS.

Correspondence with authors and prospective authors
is cordially invited and sympathetic consideration is
promised to all.

BROADMAN PRESS

161-8th Avenue, North
Nashville 3, Tennessee
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